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FAOOBEDIKGa  AND  DEBATES 
nc 

THE  HOUSE  OF  BEPRESENTATIVES. 


OOHTOnTED  FBOM  YOL.  X 


Wkdirbdat,  Mardi  81, 1880. 
Pajr  <tf  Mmhen. 

The  House  then  leaqmed  tiie  oonsideraUon 
of  the  reaolnti<Ki,  offered  by  Hr.  MoDunm. 

Kr.  Smtth,  of  Virainia,  spoke  ia  opposition 
to  tbe  resolution.  He  ssid  the  object  of  the 
genUenua  from  Soutii  Carolina,  who  had  in- 
trodoeed  the  reeohition,  seemed  tj>  him  to  be 
the  application  of  a  forfeitore  of  the  pay  of 
membma  for  the  porpose  of  onrtailing  the 
length  ci  the  aeasion  of  Oongreaa.  It  also  oon- 
templated  an  indireot  ndnotunof  the  per  diem 
■llowanee  of  memberB.  He  otn^doitly  be- 
lieved it  was  no  part  of  the  policy  of  that  gen- 
tlenuui.  (Mr.  JtoDvmm)  to  seek  i>optdarity  by 
his  proposition;  bnt  he  belieTod  him  mistaken 
in  relfllion  to  the  effect  wMoh  wonld  result 
from  its  adoption.  He  believed  its  effect 
would  be  to  leave  the  bosiness  of  l^islatlon,  or 
throw  it  into  the  hands  of  lees  o(Hnpetent  in- 
cumbents. It  went  npon  the  hypothecs  that 
aoB  hundred  days  were  sufficient  for  the  trans- 
action  of  the  publio  badness.  To  this  he  oould 
not  agree;  its  admlarion  wooU  be  to  pass  con- 
deranation  upon  their  predeoeaiwa.  The  la8t 
fin  aemiooB  of  Oongr«M  had  averwed  one 
hmidredaiidsbrty-MTend^;  and  all  expert- 
enoe  proved  that  one  hundred  and  seventy 
days  per  aesdon  were  necessary.  It  should  be 
ocMidoered  that  the  business  of  Oongreas  was 
oonttnoally  increasing,  on  account  of  the  great 
national  qoestiflns  arising  before  them — the 
pendon  system,  the  international  improvement 

Ifr.  B.  sud  he  did  not  beUeve  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  people  that  their  representatives 
ahonld  legislate  for  them  without  pay  after  they 
have  been  in  aesrion  one  hondred  and  twenty 
days,  should  th^  find  It  neoeasary  to  rmnain 
longer.  He  alio  oontended  that,  should  this 
pnpodtiaiB  be  adt^ted,  the  memben  in  ndina- 


ry  dronmstanoei,  who  reproeonted  the  trae  In- 
terests of  the  peo[de,  would  be  compelled,  in 
justice  to  thdr  own  interest,  to  go  home  aa 
soon  as  their  pay  was  redaoed;  and  there 
would  consequmtJy  be  none  bnt  the  aristoc- 
racy left  to  do  the  bnalness  of  legislation.  He 
held  it  bad  policy  to  render  the  representatives 
of  the  people  at  all  dependent  by  a  cnrtulment 
of  their  pay.  It  drove  them  to  seek  relief  in 
Executive  patronage;  and  he  could  refer  to 
hundreds  who  had  graie  into  poM  offioea,  In- 
dian agendes,  ;  and  he  deemed  thla  an  evi- 
dence ttiat  tiiey  were  insuffloimtly  {vorided  fbr. 
Mr.  8.  said,  if  the  pay  of  other  offloers  ot 
Government  were  reduced  in  the  same  ratio^he 
would  consent  to  reduce  the  pay  of  memben 
to  BIX  dollars  a  di^;  but  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  8.  th«a  wait  into  an  examination  of  tiw 
badness  which  has  been  done  this  sesEdon,  in 
comparison  with  that  transacted  during  former 
sessions.  He  ooncladed  by  remarking  th&t  he 
believed  the  only  remedy  for  tiie  evil  oom- 
pUined  o^  was  to  be  found  in  diort  speeches 
and  long  days'  seadons ;  and  he  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  providing  that, 
during  the  remainder  ot  the  aesaacm,  a  motion 
to  aclionm  shonld  not  be  in  order  imtil  half 
past  four  o'clock. 

liiis  prt^Kwition^volving  an  amendment  of 
the  rules  of  the  House,  and  consequently  re- 
quiring to  be  laid  one  day  on  the  table,  was  de- 
cided by  the  Speaker  not  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Stobbb,  of  New  York,  understood  the 
olgect  of  the  resolution  to  be  the  correction  of 
a  moral  evil,  the  existence  of  which  was  evi- 
dent He  thought  it  wonld  be  a  reflection  on 
the  House  to  contend  that  it  could  not  transact 
all  the  essential  business  which  came  before  it 
in  four  months.  The  number  of  bills  which 
were  passed  at  the  Itmg  sesdcms,  he  believed, 
did  not  enwed  those  piHsed  at  tike  diort  se*- 
dons.  He  referred  to  the  haste  with  which 
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bUls  Tere  nived  through  on  the  laat  ten  or 
twelve  days  of  the  session.  Of  thisBystemof 
legislation  he  coateoded  there  was  no  necessitj, 
as  bills  ooold  as  well  be  passed  expetUtiondy  in 
the  middle  of  the  nsrion  as  at  its  close.  He 
warned  new  members  that  thej  would  witness 
the  same  scene  thatt^d  ones  had  become  aoens- 
tomed  to.  He  beliered  that  the  first  month  of 
the  sesaion,  on  acconnt  of  the  holidays,  was 
rendered  nearly  or  qnite  nseless ;  and  if  the  ses- 
sLon  was  to  be  shortenedj  it  should  be  by  meet- 
ing on  the  first  Monday  m  Jannaiy,  instead  of 
the  first  Monday  in  December.  The  rules  of 
the  House  did  not  properly  regulate  its  pro- 
ceedings. They  continued  to  make  the  bills 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  while  that 
to-morrov  nerw  oame.  Hie  resolation  which 
they  were  now  dlaeosainx,  for  instance,  still 
ooon^ed  the  hour  devoted  to  lesdntionB,  to  the 
ezd^on  of  all  other  buriness.  The  JudiciaiT 
bill  had  been  thrown  aside  for  so  long  a  period, 
that  he  really  had  for^tten  what  question  was 
in  order  on  its  discussion.  This,  too,  (said  Mr. 
8.,)  is  the  day  on  which  the  gentieman  A*om 
Tennessee  (Hr.  Bbix)  was  to  have  introdnoed 
his  bill  upon  the  subject  of  onr  Indian  relaUons. 
Hr.  S.  concluded  by  expressing  his  conviction 
that,  if  gentlemen  would  come  to  the  resolution 
to- cut  short  these  interminable  debates,  lop  off 
the  first  month  of  the  session,  assemble  on  the 
first  Monday  in  Jannarr,  and  look  ^rward  to 
the  first  of  Mqr  as  the  desirable  period  to  re- 
turn t9  thdr  domestio  aAdrs,  the  public  busi- 
ness would  be  more  fUtbfblly  performed,  and 
the  deprecated  evU  corrected. 

Hr.  OAMButxiro  agreed  with  his  oolleagne 
^£r.  Stobbs)  that  the  proper  mode  of  shorten- 
ing the  searion  was  to  take  from  the  first  part 
of  it ;  bat  he  could  not  join  in  the  charge  which 
had  so  frequently  been  made  against  this  House, 
particularly  (tf  a  want  of  enei^  and  industry. 
He  would  defy  any  member,  no  matter  how 
long  he  might  have  held  a  seat  on  that  fioor,  to 
point  to  any  former  session  when  twenty  and 
Odr^  biUs  had  been  passed  in  a  day  in  the 
midue  trfa  sessitm,  as  was  the  case  <m  iPHday 
and  Saturday  last.  It  aeemed  to  be  the  partio- 
olar  desire  (x  some  members  most  milastifiably 
to  find  fjMdt  with  this  Oongress  in  distinction 

all  others.  While  he  was  up,  he  would  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Hassachusetts  (Mr.  Evns- 
nr)  to  modify  hia  amendment  so  as  to  fix  the 
termination  of  the  first  sesrion,  hereafter,  at  tiie 
10th  of  April;  which  was  accepted. 

Hr.  ETBBirr  accepted  the  modification. 

The  previous  question  was  then  demanded, 
and  the  House  ordered  the  mun  qnestion  to  be 
pat 

The  main  question,  being  on  the  passage  of 
resolution,  was  tiien  put,  and  deoided  in 
the  native,  as  ft^we ; 

Tbas.— Jlessta.  Alston,  Angel,  Biiley,  P.  P.  Bar- 
boor,  Btmwell,  Baylois  Junes  Bldr,  John  Kalr, 
Boon,  Brown,  Otboon,  OampbeH,  Chilton,  Ctidbome, 
Olay,  Oonner,  Crawford,  Dudel,  Deaha,  Doddridge, 
Dnyton,  Dudley,  Dwlg^  Eull,  SUsworlb,  Foster, 
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CKlmore,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halaey,  Hsminoiis,  Harvey, 
Htynes,  Babbard,  R.  it.  Johnsoa,  P.  King,  Lamar, 
Lewis,  Loyal),  Lnrapkin,  Lyon,  Uuee,  Hartfn,  He. 
Coy,  HcDuffle,  UitebeU,  Nuckolls,  Powen,  lUcbardp 
son,  Roue,  ^epard,  Spelgbt,  Stawfifer,  Tbompeon 
of  Georgia,  Tracy,  Trenant,  Taeknr,  VeqiUaok, 
Weeks,  White  of  New  Tork,  Wick]ifli»--«1 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Arnold,  Barber,  J.  8. 
Barbonr,  Barringer,  BMes,  Beekmao,  Bell,  Bockee, 
Borst,  Booldin,  Brodbead,  Budkanan,  Burgee,  Bat- 
man, Gambreleng,  Chandler,  Clark,  Coke,  Colcmao, 
Condict,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Craig  of  Virginia, 
Crane,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Crownia- 
shield,  Davenport,  Da'ris  of  Massacbosetts,  DeberT7, 
Denny,  Do  Witt,  Dlckbson,  Dnncan,  Evans  M 
Mune,  Everett  of  Vermont,  Flndlay,  ^eh.  Ford, 
Forward,  ¥rj,  Gaither,  Ooodenow,  Gorbmrn,  Green, 
Qrennell,  HempbQl,  Hinds,  Hodges,  Anrard, 
Hnghes,  Hunt,  HUntington,  TngerroU,  T.  Irwin, 
W.  W.  Irvin,  Isaoks,  Jobns;  Johnson  ttf  Tennessee, 
Kendall,  Klnkud,  King  of  New  York,  Lea,  Le* 
compte,  Ltiper,  Lent,  Mtober,  Hallary,  Martindale, 
Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCreery,  Mcln- 
tlre,  Monell,  Muhlenbe^,  Norton,  Overton,  Feaice, 
Pettis,  Person,  Polk,  Potter,  Bamaey,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Beooher,  Rose,  Bussel,  Scott,  ShepMrd, 
Shields,  Semmes,  BXi,  S.  A.  Smith,  A.  Smyth,  Spen- 
cer of  New  York,  Sprigg,  Stanberry,  Sterigere,  Ste- 
phens, Storts  of  New  York,  Storrs  of  Connecdcst, 
Strong,  Satberiand,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor/Test, 
Tbtmipson  of  Ohio,  Yanee,  Vamnm,  'Vlnt<«i,  Wa^- 
Wayne,  Whittlesey,  WbHe  <tf  LoddaM, 
Tancey,  Tonn^^lSS. 

Topoffraphieal  Surv^t. 

The  hill  m^hig  qfpnmiatioBS  for  oertyn 
soTveys,  &&,  waa  then  taken  np  fbr  ft  third 

reading. 

Hr.  WioKuvn  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in 
the  clause  q>pTOpriatang  money  for  surveys,  by 
addine  a  proviso,  that  the  sum  appropriated 
should  be  en>ended  on  wockM  her^ofore  di* 
reoted,  or  which  may  be  dlreotod,  bj  altiter 
Hoose  of  Oongress. 

Ht.  Out  ra^«ssed  a  h<^  tiiat  the  Hnit^ 
Uon  would  not  be  adopted,  and  askad  Ibr  Hm 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  qnestion. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Hr.  HoDmrra,  Hr, 
Out  withdrew  hia  eaU  for  the  yeas  and  uayi, 
which  was  immediately  renewed  byHr,  Wus- 

LDTB. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 

Hr.  Ellsworth  e^ressed  hia  hoM  that  the 
amendment  woidd  not  be  adopted.  He  re- 
minded  the  House  that  it  had  been  customary 
to  pass  an  appropriation  of  this  kind  annually ; 
aiu  he  derired  teat  it  be  api^ied  on  the  usual 
prlnofade—that  the  aaine  diatHvtion  whldi  bad 
been  hitherto  given  to  the  proper  department 
in  tiie  ^dmnement  d  this  mon^,  should  still 
be  given  to  them.  He  aivaed  a^unst  the  ipro- 
posed  (dianga  aa  inezpedwnt,  lu^ust,  and  nur 
reasonable. 

Hr.  HoDnmx  repeated  the  oUeotions  he  had 
urged  agidnst  this  limitation  at  the  last  session, 
when  a  similar  prcq»odtion  was  negatived  by  • 
vote  of  four  to  <nie.  If  this  limitation  ahwild 
be  adopted,  every  member  will  have  his  own 


Topogrc^Mieat  Surveft. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBSSS. 


6 


peculiar  project  carried  through,  or  no  propo- 
ntions  will  pass.  Oomplunt  had  been  made 
that  the  works  begun  were  not  national,  ^et  it 
was  proposed  to  oOmpel  the  Government  to 
oorapleta  them,  instead  of  taking  op  others 
which  mi^t  be  Tiatinnal,  It  was  therefore  an 
mueaaonauft  pn^KMMion,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  WioKuvFB  defoided  his  amendment,  on 
the  gronnd  generally  of  the  abnie  whioh  &e 
weeent  mode  led  to,  the  nniiiqtortant  nature  of 
me  works  which  it  enabled  members  to  pro- 
eore  to  be  undertaken,  Axi. 

Mr.  Majihh  stated  that,  although  opposed  to 
Qie  sjstdm,  he  was  still  more  opposed  to  the 
amcibdment,  in  its  preset  form.  If  the  sys- 
tem was  to  be  oontloued,  he  was  for  leaving  its 
exeruse  where  it  was  now,  to  the  Kzeoutive, 
and  to  .kee^  tiiis  House  as  clear  as  possible  of 
the  omtention  and  the  agitation  which  it  was 
eatoulated  to  produce  here.  He  then  moved  to 
iDMRd  tilia  amendmeat,  by  striking  out  "or 
■nh  aa  may  hereafter  be  directed  by  either 
Votueol  Omgress." 

Ur.  Eluwobth  thought  tUs  propodtion  was 
exoeptionable.  It  seemed  to  contemidate  that 
whenever  a  proposition  for  any  appropriation 
for  any  partionlu*  work  is  made,  the  subject  is 
to  undergo  a  ^acnarion  in  this  House;  and 
members  are  to  be  called  on  to  decide,  with 
the  snperfloial  knowledge  they  must  be  sup- 
posed to  possess,  on  the  preference  of  making  a 
survey  for  a  route  here,  over  that  for  a  route 
therb  He  ht^ied,  therefore,  that  the  amend- 
naent  would  prevaiL 

TnzTJin  made  some  remarks  against 
the  oonmitmeiit  cS  a  diaoradcoi  to  the  depart- 
ments aa  to  the  direetion  cf  ai^  snrv^.  He 
wished  to  etm&ie  the  approi»iati(m  to  sooh 
Borveys  as  have  been  commenced,  and  that  the 
House  dionld  afterwards  decide  on  the  propri- 
ety of  new  ones.  He  argued  at  some  length  in 
explanation  of  his  views,  and  hoped  the  amend- 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Oandina 
would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Taar  here  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  the  call  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  Mabtut  explained  his  own  views,  so  as 
to  remove  a  misconception  which  he  thought 
■eemed  to  prevail  aa  to  hia  oonrse. 

Mr.  Hau.  opposed  the  whole  system,  the 
amwHimflnt,  aa  well  as  the  bill  itself.  If  he 
took  the  amendment  of  Mr.  MAfirnr,  the  re- 
mainder oi  ICr.'  WioKUFra'a  amendment  would 
contain  enoi^  to  involve  all  his  prinoiplea. 
He  could  vote  for  none  of  the  questions  pro- 
poeed. 

Mr.  MsBOBB  suggested  that  many  surveys 
had  been  ordered  by  Oongresa,  which  have  not 
yet  been  commenced;  and  the  effect  a£  the 
amendment  would  be  to  relieve  the  Exeontive 
of  all  reaponnbility  whatevOT. 

Ur.  Tbbv AKT  said  a  few  wi«da  in  eqtlanation . 

Mr.  Tvcnau  moved  to  strike  out  the  enaot- 
ing  words,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 


[H.  or  B. 

At  the  soegestion  of  Mr.  McDDma,  Vr, 
TuosxH  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend. 

The  amendmoit  moved  by  Mr.  Mabxdi  to 
the  amendment  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Basbodb  Buggedied  a  modification 
of  the  amendment  so  aa  to  strike  out  the  wwia 
"  either  Honse  o^"  so  aa  to  read — shall  be  di- 
rected^ Congress. 

Mr.  wioxum  declined  to  oooept  {he  modt> 
fioatifm. 

Mr.  F.  P.  Babbottb  then  moved  his  proposi- 
tion as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Dratton  stated  that  his  opinion  had  al- 
ways been  that  the  act  of  189^  authoriztng 
this  expenditure  for  surveys,  was  unoonstita- 
tionaL  He  oooseqiienUy  was  opposed  to  all 
^IHropriations  for  these  ol^ects;  bat  he  was  in 
&ror  of  the  am^idment  for  reasons  he  stated — 
the  chief  of  which  was,  that  it  would  tend  to 
prevent  abuses  In  the  exeoutiop  of  the  act,  and 
contending  that  w^ka  befdnning  and  ending  in 
the  same  State  ocmld  not  be  deemed  natic«d, 
but  many  such  under  the  jmaeiA  Efystem  bad 
been  undertaken. 

ytr.  P.  P.  Babbovb  enftHwed  1he|«^»riefy<rf 
the  amendment  he  had  offered.  The  vote 
this  House  is  the  vote  of  the  representatives  ot 
the  people,  while  thrt  of  the  Senate  is  the  vote 
of  tbe  representatives  of  tbe  States;  and  he 
wished  to  unite  both.  He  declared  himself  ut- 
terly opposed  to  the  whole  system,  and  every 
scheme,  survey,  and  appropriation  under  it. 

Mr.  Mbbobb  advocated  the  power  of  the 
Gk)VOToment  to  make  these  surveys,  and  the 
practice  which  had  prevailed  under  that  pow- 
er, denying  peremptorily  that  it  had  led  to  any 
abuses,  although  the  wegation  was  ao  often 
repeated,  and  arguing  that  a  work  eommendng 
and  ending  in  a  State  might  be,  and  often  was, 
strictly  national,  many  cases  of  which  he  cited : 
amongst  others,  he  maintained  that  if  a  line 
canals  from  Mune  to  Qeorgia  was  a  naticmal 
work,  any  part  of  that  line,  however  small,  ie 
nationaL  The  whole  work  cannot  be  com- 
pleted at  once,  it  must  be  constructed  in  detail, 
and  in  parts.  The  BnffiUo  and  New  Orleans 
road  he  considered  as  national,  whether  it  was 
out  np  ic  decimal  parts,  or  viewed  as  a  whole. 
He  sud  he  had  carofnlly  investigated  the  prac- 
tice of  the  dqmrtoient,  and  he  buieved  It  to  ba 
free  from  abus^  Evm  in  a  case  which  he  had 
four  years  ago  considered  the  most  doubtful,  he 
had  aabeequenU;  satisfied  himself  that  there 
was  no  ground  for  doubt.  To  objections  on  tbe 
score  of  local  interests  being  too  infinential,  he 
replied  that  in  time  of  war  it  was  aa  important 
a  power  which  regulated  the  direction  of.  an 
army,  as  that  which  gives  the  direction  of  a 
road.  The  western  part  of  the  Stete  of  New 
York  had  entirely  sprung  up  under  the  foster- 
ing inflnenoe  of  the  late  war,  as  millions  had 
been  expended  there  in  consequeuoe  of  the 
march  of  troops.  Tet  no  rae  oontended 
that,  in  that  oaae,  the  Government  should  be 
oontrolled,  lest  Hie  local  interests  of  «ie  seotUm 
ahoold  be  iH»liarred  to  those  of  anot^. 
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Suffah  and  Ifea  Ori«mi  Soai. 


[AmiL,  1880; 


Mr.  Ambsobe  Spknokb  stated  that  tbb  qaes- 
tion  as  to  the  power  of  the  GoTemment  to 
make  these  Burveja,  was  settled  hj  the  act  ot 
18SA,  and  that  it  was  uelesB  now  to  make  it  a 
nUeot  ot  disonnioii.  He  was  opposed  to  im- 
ponng  moa.  Iba  present  administration  a  limi- 
tation whloh  had  not  been  imposed  upon  thdr 
predeoesBors.  He  dedered  himself  aaverse  to 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  as  well  as 
to  the  amendment  He  expressed  his  cononr- 
renoe  in  the  viewB  which  had  fallen  from  the  last 
weaker,  and  oontrorerted  the  idea  that  works 
confined  entirelj  to  particnlar  States  were 
neoessarilj  not  national,  oases  of  which  he 
dted. 

Mr.  Inwnr,  of  Pennsylvania,  expressed  his 
hope  that  both  the  amoidmeiit  of  the  gratle- 
man  from  E«itDekr,  and  that  cS  the  gentleman 
from  Yiiginia,  woud  be  r^eotad. 

Hr.  Valuxt  oontKided  that  it  was  doe  to 
the  Freddent,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  mili- 
iarj  fintse,  to  give  to  him  an  entire  oomnuud 
over  those  works  which  are  connected  with 
the  militaiy  defence  of  the  country.  He  oonld, 
m  the  exercise  of  that  power,  lead  to  more  foil 
and  more  satisfactory  results  than  we  can  erer  be 
broQght  to  by  listening  to  the  contending  olums 
of  conflicting  interesta  in  the  Honse.  There 
was  no  reason  for  imposing  this  limitati<Hi  on 
the  present  Exeontive. 

MI.  fiisBisQiB  said,  the  adoptitm  trf  the 
amendment  ooold  only  lead  to  a  moI^i^MSatini 
of  sarveys ;  and  he  ai^ed  briefly  to  anow  the 
inexpedimc^  of  the  amendmenta,  Deemingit 
uadesB,  however,  to  oonanme  mm  time  in  de> 
bate,  he  demanded  the  previons  question — yeas 
66.   The  number  was  insnfficiuit. 

Hr.  TnoKKB  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on 
the  amendment  (tf  Hr.  Babboos,  bat  they  were 
refased. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  then 
n^atived :  yeas  72 — ^n^s  96. 

The  qneBtlon  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Hr,  WioKUTFB,  and  dedded  in  the  neg- 
ative: yesii  75 — nays  111. 

Hr.  WiLUAUB  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  third  readii^;  of  the  bul,  wluoh  were 
ordered:  yeas  121 — nays  64. 


Thvbsdat,  April  1. 
Buffalo  and  Nno  Orlearu  Boad. 

Hr.  CoEx,  of  Yii^nia,  deUvered  his  views  in 
opposition  to  the  biU. 

Mr.  Ibwin,  of  Pemuylvania,  said,  that  the 
remarks  which  had  been  made  by  several  gen- 
tlemen who  had  taken  pfu4  la  the  debate,  bad 
induced  him  to  depart  from  a  res(^ntion  he  had 
finmed,  of  mwely  giving  a  silent  vote  in  &vor 
of  the  bilL  But  (said  Mr.  L)  as  I  am  not  will- 
ing that  any  portion  of  the  people  of  my  native 
State  Aall  remun  under  the  imputation  of  be- 
ing inflnenoed  solely  by  local  considerations, 
regardless  of  prindple  and  the  true  Interests  of 
the  country,  in  the  suppcnt  which  Uatj  or  th^ 


representatives  give  to  the  bill,  I  will  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  committee,  while  I  submit 
smne  of  the  views  which  have  be«i  impressed 
on  my  mind  in  relation  to  it  The  constitu- 
tional qoeetion  wUoh.  haa  been  so  fremmitiy 
disouaed  in  this  Boom  on  fbmw  oeoanooa^  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  notion  I  onuider  it 
deliberately  established  by  successive  aota  of 
legidation  fiv  a  series  of  years,  and  by  pnbUe 
opinion,  by  wliicb  I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood to  mean  the  opinion  of  a  single  ocmgres- 
eional  district,  nor  of  a  State^  but  that  great 
and  abiding  opinion  of  a  m^onty  of  the  people 
of  most  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  repeatedly 
expreaaed  after  long  deliberation,  resulting  in 
a  settied  oonviotion  that  the  constitution  has 
given  to  Congress  fall  and  complete  control 
ovw  the  Bulgeot,  limited  onlv  by  tbdr  diBcr»> 
tion,inleMlatingforthepnuSowdAre.  ^ra 
it  ahonld  be  Bo^nd  to  rest,  fbr  flu  mind  <rf  nun 
cannot  rive  it  any  ad^tional  light.  It  has 
been  said,  nr,  that,  at  a  tanaar  sesritm  of  Con- 
gress, it  was  only  deigned  to  make  a  national 
road  from  this  city  to  New  Orleans,  bnt  that 
the  friends  of  the  measure,  desp^ring  of  being 
able  to  pass  the  bill  in  that  shape,  Mtermined 
to  enlist  other  interests,  and  that  the  sectional 
feelings  of  the  people  of  the  interior  of  Puin- 
sylvania  oonld  be  brou^t  into  action,  by  ex- 
tending the  road  through  that  State  to  Bnffslo. 
It  was  not  left  merely  to  inferenoe,  bnt  it  was 
broadly  asserted  that  the  u>probatioo  (tf  tbe 
people  of  Pennsylvania  to  tiie  measure  oonld 
be  obtained  in  no  other  way,  and  that  the  nar 
timal  interests  would  be  tiie  least  part  of  their 
concern.  The  assertion  is  nnfoonded ;  I  trust 
I  may  be  exonsed  for  saying  that  no  part  of  this 
Union  is  leas  affected  by  sectional  o<HU^dera- 
tions,  more  patriotic,  or  more  truly  devoted  to 
the  welDue  of  their  country,  than  are  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  among  the 
first  to  mwlntain  the  true  doctrine  of  our  repub- 
lican institutions;  they  cherish  them  as  the 
means  of  individual  h^tpiness  and  national 
prosperity,  and  tiiey  will  stmg^e  long  before 
the^  will  suffer  them  to  be  impaired  by  refined 
and  narrow  oonatmotions.  The  power  to 
make  roada  and  canals  tor  national  purposes, 
they  have  asserted  to  belong  to  this  Qovem- 
ment  in  their  asaembUea  to  diBonss  the  question, 
W  legislative  enaobnenta,  and  by  the  votes  of 
thur  representatives  on  this  floor.  For  no  self- 
ish purpose,  rir,  bnt  because  they  believed,  and 
still  believe,  that  the  prosperity  of  the  country, 
if  not  its  very  existence,  depends  upon  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power.  That  State  has  never 
asked  from  Congress  any  tiling  ior  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  although  she  was  the  first 
to  embark  extennvely  in  t£em ;  she  relied  on 
her  own  resonroes^  and  has  expended  more 
money  an  roadsL  bridges,  and  canals^  tiian  uy 
othw  State  in  this  Unicoi.  Whwi  it  is  recol- 
lected that  she  has  beat  second  only  to  anotiier 
State  in  her  oontriboti<His  to  the  national  rev- 
enoe;  that  she  has  asked  nothing,  and  got 
nothing  for  worka  of  a  kwal  character ;  wbu 
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aha  hu  preased  npxk  this  Ooremmmt  the  ne- 
oeeaity  of  ^tpropnatiiig  money  for  internal  im- 

riyementa  of  national  importance,  there  will 
no  room  to  oondude  that  her  peojde  are  in- 
flaanoed  hj  tectaonal  ocmsideratioiu.  Ko,  her 
kipport  to  these  measnree  has  a  nobler  origin ; 
deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  (tf  this 
ITiiHMi  to  th^  safe^  and  hwpineas,  and  be- 
lieniig  that  its  pmerratioii  depends  mainfy 
i^on  itB  fiwolMea  tor  iatenial  oommeroe,  tbej 
will  always  be  found  in  faror  of  any  means  by 
which  otfjeots  so  desirable  can  be  best  uaoom- 
pliabed.  Yet  I  claim  for  them  no  virtne  that 
Is  not  oommon  to  th^r  fellow-oiUzens  of  other 
StatM:  for  I  must  bdieTe  that  tiie  account 
which  some  of  the  gentlemen  have  giren  of  the 
means  by  which  certain  people  nare  been 
tntnight  to  advocate  the  bill  before  ns,  is  drawn 
from  the  imagination.  Trae,  yon  find  in  every 
oommonity  a  few  who  are  Irat  to  all  sense  of 
poblio  viitne,  and  whose  sordid  rassiona  pre- 
pare tiun  for  ownipt  praoticeB.  Bot  that  any 
oonaiderable  poriton  of  the  people,  whose  dis- 
trloC^  as  has  bean  said,  have  no  sooner  present- 
ed to  them  the  golden  bait,  than  they  abandon 
fixed  principles,  and  adopt  new  doctrines,  and 
ttiat  uieae  feelings  are  oommnnioated  to  their 
zepresentatiTes  on  this  floco',  who  are  moved 
and  governed  by  them,  is  what  I  am  not  will- 
ing to  credit.  Snch  snggestions,  made  in  this 
body,  with  no  better  foundation  for  them  than 
ezista,  lead  to  the  most  ii^nrions  consequences. 
If  ojnnions  on  constatntional  qaestiona  are  to  he 
bought ;  if  men  have  become  so  flexible  as  to 
be  swayed  only  by  motives  which  address 
thflmaelvea  to  thor  private  interests,  what  se- 
fluritf  ia  than  for  the  oonttnnaiioe  of  onr  re- 
pabhoan  inatitntionBt  Onr  wh^e  politioal 
edifice  reats  npon  the  virtue  and  intelligenoe  of 
the  pec^;  imd,  if  it  be  onoa  admitted,  that  all 

anesiions  of  constitutional  power  may  be  set- 
ied  by  an  appeal  to  the  base  and  eottlid  pas- 
rions  of  our  nator^  we  shall  find,  like  the  n>ol- 
ish  man,  that  we  have  built  onr  house  in  the 
Band,  and  that  in  some  party  tempest  it  will 
fall  to  pieces.  But  these  piotoree  of  supposed 
changes  of  opinion  have  been  drawn  from  the 
fancy.  The  great  mass  of  the  people,  whose 
interests  were  to  be  effected  by  internal  im- 
proTonentB,  ooold  not  have  been  informed  of 
any  oonstitntional  impediments ;  and,  if  they 
aewdied  to  nti^  themaelve^  they  did  not 
flndaiQ'.  Innoomiditiniofllfearemenprone 
to  trouble  themselves  about  matters  which  do 
not  immediately  affect  them,  pertionlarly  such 
as  require  labor  to  understand.  Bnt  a  spirit  o! 
enterprise  b^ta  a  ^spodtion  to  inquire,  and 
that  generally  results  in  the  ezpression  of  opin- 
ions which  many  mistake  for  new  doctrines  in 
t^ipontion  to  those  which  were  sapposed  to 
prevail  This  is  the  most  rational  solntion  for 
the  continued  increase  of  the  friends  of  internal 
improvement,  without  imputing  to  anyportion 
of  onr  pec^e  dereliction  of  principle.  To  show 
that  the  eonfhrrlng  of  bowfita  cannot,  in  the 
leaati  inftimnoe  memben  on  this  floor,  when 


[H.  or  R. 

opposed  to  oonstitntional  scruples  or  views  of 
expediency,  we  have  the  declarations  of  several 
gentiemen  from  Vii^nia  who  have  taken  part 
m  tois  debate  in  oppontion'  to  the  bill.  Tbej 
have  said  that,  if  the  road  were  to  pass  through 
their  farms,  they  wonld  oppose  it ;  nay,  one  of 
them  has  gone  so  far  as  to  say,  while  he  com- 

1>lained  of  the  unequal  distribution  of  the  pub- 
io  revenues  which  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provement gave  rise  to,  that  the  ri^ta  cf  his 
^ate  were  violated  by  an  appropriation  of 
money  to  a  company  which  that  State  had  in- 
corporated for  making  the  Dismal  Bwamp  Oa- 
nal.  Oan  we  want  stronger  evidence  of  a  dis- 
interested n>irit  which  would  r^ect  the  pater- 
nal hand  of  the  Oovemment,  which  was  ex- 
tended only  to  confer  among  its  people  its  ben- 
efits and  its  bounties  t  If  so,  there  are  kindred  ^ 
feelings,  I  am  told,  further  south,  and  tiiat  at 
this  sesfflon  we  shall  have  fall  proof  of  it  But 
it  is  unnecessary  to  add  more  to  contradict  as- 
sertiona  imsapported  by  evidoice. 

After  Uatramg  to  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
tieman  from  '^^r^nia,  (Mr.  Babbovb,)  who 
opwied  the  debate  in  om»oritk>n  to  the  Mil,  I 
was  forcibly  stanck  with  the  contrast  whieh 
they  wesmted  to  the  sound  doctrines  of  the 
old  Virginia  school  The  Washingtons,  the 
Jeffersms,  and  the  Madisons — the  fathers  of 
the  republic.  While  their  lessons  o£  political 
wisdom  took  de^  and  permanent  root  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  in  most  of  the  States  of  this 
Union,  they  have  been  fated  to  be  demised  and 
r^ected  by  the  modem  poUtioans  of  the  an- 
cient dominion.  As  early  as  17^,  President 
Washington,  in  fiilfiUing  the  constitutional  in- 
jtmctiiHt  to  recommend  to  Oongrees  such  meas- 
ures aa  In  should  judge  neoessary  and  expe- 
di«it,  aaja,  "that  the  auis^  and  interest  tiie 
people  require  that  tiiey  would  |Htnnoto  anch 
manu£Botures  as  tend  to  render  them  iudepoidr 
out  of  others  for  essential,  particularly  mUitory 
supplies,"  and  *'  of  ^ving  effectual  encourage- 
ment as  well  to  the  introduction  of  new  and 
nsefol  inventions  from  abroad  as  to  the  exer- 
tions of  skill  and  genins  in  prodacing  them  at 
home ;  and  of  facilitating  the  Interconrse  be- 
tween distant  parts  of  our  country."  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, in  an  nnpnblit^ed  letter  to  a  near  rela- 
tive of  my  filend  and  colleague^  (Hr.  Lkpsb,) 
dated  in  January,  1609,  says  that  he  "had 
lately  inculcated  ue  encouragement  of  mannfho- 
tores,  to  the  extent  of  onr  own  wHisumptifm  at 
least,  on  all  art^Ioe  of  wUch  we  ndse  the  raw 
material;"  that  "its  enemies  say  that  the  inm 
which  we  make  most  not  be  wrought  here  into 
fdooj^ia,  axes,  hoes,  dec.,  in  order  that  the  ship 
owner  may  have  the  profit  of  carrying  it  to 
Europe,  and  bringing  it  hack  in  a  mannfactnred 
form ;  aa  if,  ^r  manufacturing  our  own  raw 
materials  for  our  own  use,  there  should  not  be 
a  surplus  produce  sufficient  to  employ  a  dae 
proportion  of  navigation  in  carrying  it  to  mar- 
ket, and  exchanging  it  for  those  articles  of 
which  we  have  not  the  raw  material."  In 
1816,  the  same  gentleman,  in  aabstanoe,  repeata 
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the  same  opinums.  Sir,  I  hcve  to  be  par- 
doned tar  noticing  a  snUeet  m  this  debate 
vUch  doM  not  teKitiniately  belong  to  it ;  but 
the  exanmle  was  aoovn  by  seyeral  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  spokn  on  the  other  dde.  In 
troth,  the  enemies  of  the  proteotmg  system  in 
this  Hocise  have,  on  seTerai  ocoadons,  however 
unwarranted  by  the  subject  in  disensnon,  in- 
dulged themselves  in  no  measured  langnage  in 
denooncin^  the  existing  tariC  There  seems  to 
be  a  morbid  sensibility  in  the  minds  of  mem- 
bers from  the  Soat^  on  tliis  qnesdon,  which, 
at  least  in  my  lieariog,  has  hitnwto  prevented 
a  dispassionate  examination  of  it.  Fortunately 
for  its  Mends,  experience  has  proved  that  a 
wiser  act  was  never  passed.  Our  latest  advices 
from  abroad  have  informed  as  that  in  every 
put  <tf  Europe  wrtiTe  measares  are  in  opemtton 
for  the  protoetifm  of  tiidr  domeatio  indnatiy. 
Had  we  done  nothing,  therefore,  to  oonntervaU 
foreiAi  commercial  regulations,  onr  condition 
would  have  been  worse  tlum  colonial  vassalage. 
Gentlemen,  in  depicting  the  effects  of  the  tariff 
PoUot,  have  been  misled  by  imaginary  evils, 
ujT  uie  sake  of  wii>.in<:^tiijng  £ivorite  theories ; 
we  know  enough  of  human  nature  to  be  con- 
vinced that  the  pride  of  opinion,  like  the  pride 
of  authorship,  is  often  the  ruling  passion,  and 
that,  rather  than  abandon  dogmas  whioh  men 
have  cherished  and  maintained  from  youth  to 
age,  they  would  see  the  fidrest  portions  ai  our 
laid  vUted  with  decay,  min,  ud  deBolatioD, 
To  what  extravagant  lengtlw  nave  Hair  metar 
physical  refinements  upon  ooautltational  power 
arrived  t  They  say  that  we  are  not  authorized 
to  [ffovide  for  the  safety  of  our  navy  and  mer- 
cantile marine,  in  entering  our  harbors,  by  the 
erection  of  li^^t-houses,  beacons,  pier^  Asc,  nor 
to  boild  safe  and  commodious  harbors  for  them ; 
that  we  have  no  power  to  promote  education, 
literatnre,  and  science,  by  the  ^propriation  of 
public  money ;  that  we  cannot  apply  tiie  public 
funds  to  relieve  individual  calami^ ;  thiat  we 
eannot  protect  our  domestio  manufactures  by 
impost  duties;  and,  finally,  that  we  have  no 
authority  to  expend  any  part  of  the  national 
treasure  in  malring  roads  and  canals,  nor  even 
a  right  to  aid,  by  appropriatiooa,  companies  in- 
corporated by  a  Bute  1  Of  what  value  would 
our  QovemmeDt  be  to  us,  stripped  of  these 
powers!  I  am  free  to  declare  uiat  it  would 
not  answer  the  great  purposes  for  whioh  it  was 
instituted,  that  it  womd  be  unworthy  the  affieo- 
titns  of  the  American  people,  and  thiA  the 
sooner  it  was  dissolved  the  better. 

Permit  me,  now,  to  turn  the  attention  of  tiie 
committee  to  a  better  commentary  upon  the 
power  of  this  Government  to  eonstroct  roads 
for  national  purposes,  than  all  the  roBned  argo- 
mats  we  have  beard  firom  the  other  ride.  It 
has  not  been,  I  beUeve,  before  noticed  since  the 
sesrion  it  was  introdnoed  into  Ckxigresa.  It 
most  be  taken,  oonmdering  the  source  from 
whioh  ft  emanated,  as  oondnsive  on  the  con- 
stitutional question.  In  February,  179S,  Ifr. 
Madison  inbrodnced  a  resolntion  in  the  House 


of  Representatives  for  the  ^p<Hntment  of  a 
committee  to  repOTt  a  bill  anthoriang  the  Pn^ 
ident  of  the  United  States  to  eanse  to  be  exam- 
ined, and,  when  necessary,  to  be  sorv^red,  tli« 
gsneral  route  most  for  the  tnaMparta- 

tion  of  the  mail  between  Hune  and  Qeo^giak 
with  an  estimate  of  the  e^qtenae  of  makfaig  sail 
road.  On  the  third  of  May,  of  the  same  year, 
Mr.  Ibi^son  presented  the  following  bilL  whidi 
afterwards  puaed  tiu  House  without  a  divldou : 

U  fluMfid;  4e.  Hurt  the  Frandent  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  aotborized  to 
canse  to  be  exan^ed,  and,  where  necessary,  to  be 
surveyed,  the  routes  most  [voper  for  the  transport* 
atioQ  of  the  mail  betveea  the  foUowiog  {daoes,  to 
wit :  Portland,  In  Maine,  Boston,  Neir  York,  Phila- 
delphia, WilmiactOD,  Baltimoie,  Qty  of  Washing- 
ton, Alexandria,  Frederioksburg,  Richmond,  BalMfdi, 
Loiiisrille,  and  Bavanoab,  in  Oewg^;  and  that  be 
eaose  a  report  of  such  examination  and  nrvey  to 
be  laid  before  Congress,  together  with  an  estimate 
of  the  expense  necessary  for  rendering  eatd  routes 
the  established  routes  for  the  transpoilation  of  the 
malL" 

The  second  section  appropriates  five  thoa- 
sand  ddlars  for  defraying  the  eipemea  of  ihu 
examinations  and  surveys. 

It  will  be  seen,  sir,  that  this  bill  not  only 
provides  for  surveying  the  route  of  a  road  from 
one  extreme  of  the  then  Union  to  the  other, 
passing  through  all  its  prindpai  dtira  and 
towns,  but  it  requires  an  estimate  of  the  ex- 
pense to  be  made  for  rendering  the  rentes  men- 
tioned the  established  routes  for  the  tranqtcvti^ 
tifflKtf  thenufl.  It  o(Hitem]d«te^  in  clear  lan- 
guage^ the  construotion  or  making  of  post  roads 
under  the  authority  of  Omgrees.  Let  me  now 
ssk  whtiJier  the  warmest  advocate  for  internal 
improv«nent  ever  insisted  on  a  greato'  latitude 
of  constructive  power  of  the  ocmstitution  than 
is  ctmtained  in  the  princmle  of  tins  bilL  It  not 
only  goes  the  full  length  of  all  that  we  now 
contend  for,  but  it  sostams  every  pomtion  which 
has  been  disputed  in  this  House  heretofore.  It 
authorizes  surveys  and  the  making  <tf  roads,  and 
it  assumes  jurisdiction  without  ute  consent  ot 
the  States.  When  we  consider  that  this  exten- 
sive  project  was  intarodnoed  but  a  short  time 
after  the  adoption  of  tiie  oonstitntion,  and  by  a 
man  who  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  its  crea- 
tion, who  labored  to  defend  it  with  as  much 
zmJ  and  ability  as  sny  who  lived,  that  it  was 
ad<^>ted  1^  a  body,  without  a  divirion,  who 
probably  better  understood  the  extent  of  the 
powers  intended  to  be  granted  than  any  which 
has  succeeded  it,  will  it  be  believed  that  it  con- 
tuned  an  assumption  of  powers  not  granted, 
and  that  it  violated  the  rights  of  the  States  t 
It  has  been  reserved  for  politicians  of  the  pres- 
ent dai;  to  make  this  £soovery— men,  whose 
inoMim^  and  tioquenoe  we  m^  admire,  but 
whose  nice  and  subtle  distinctions,  myittfloar 
tiona,  and  abstractions,  cannot  be  easiJ7  nnder- 
stood  by  those  who  pretood  to  nothing  more 
than  plain  o(«nmon  sense.  For  us,  who  dedre 
notidng  mwe  than  that  the  reeooroesofonr  coon- 
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try  aball  be  denloped  and  Iwooght  into  fall 
atitimtj^  ve  are  oontait  to  &>IIov  the  patii 
wfaidk  the  statennen  of  the  iev<dntion  nave 
Awtohed,  eoayiooed  that,  by  iteadilj  pursuing 
He  ihaU  best  attain  the  oli^eeta  of  the  soold 
eonpaet. 

Ine  gentlemen  from  Yiii^a  Qb,  Babboub) 
lajs  that  the  bill  under  oonrideration  oontains 
•  new  principle,  not  known  before  in  this 
House,  ud  tint  we  are  about  to  t^e  "  a  new 
latitade  and  depvtore."  He  oonmdered  the 
Gomberiand  road  as  aflfording  no  precedent, 
beoanse  it  was  the  resnlt  of  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  States  of  which  the  Northwestern 
TevritnT  was  ounposed  and  this  Goremment, 
by  wUeh  two  per  eoit.  ariaiBg  flram  tiie  ules 
<^  the  pnblic  luds  was  to  be  employed  in  mak- 
ing roads  leading  to  and  throngh  those  States. 
Yet  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  gentleman 
distineUy  admitted  a  poattioii  taken  by  my 
friend  and  colleagne,  (Mr.  Hkhphiix,)  that  the 
consent  of  the  States  was  not  to  be  regarded, 
as  they  oonld  not  confer  any  power  on  Con- 
gress, except  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  oon- 
aCittttton,  and  that  OTcry  otiier  compact  between 
them  was  a  nollity.  With  this  admiasifai,  I  can- 
not nnderstand  how  he  oan  attach  any  impor- 
tance to  the  agreement  rejecting  the  0am  ber- 
land  road.  By  his  own  slwwinR,  it  is  evident 
that  this  GoTOiiment  ^  not  aerlve  its  right 
from  that  sooroe.  How,  tlien,  does  this  bill 
dillfer  from  the  bill  anthorizing  tbe  oonstnutioQ 
<Mr  tbe  Onmberland  road  t  and  how  does  it  dif- 
fer from  Mr,  Madison's  bill  1  Bnt  the  gentle- 
man, while  he  professes  to  be  fhlly  aware  of 
tiie  Tslae  of  good  roads  and  canals,  oontends 
not  only  that  uie  power  to  make  them  does  not 
belong  to  this  GoTemment^  but  that  it  ou^t 
not  to  belong  to  it — that  they  had  better  be  left 
to  the  euterprise  of  individuals  or  to  tbe  States. 
The  gentleman  wiU  find  bnt  ibw  to  go  with 
him  on  that  broad  ground,  even  in  his  own 
State,  It  will  be  i«odleoted  that  when  the  at- 
tentioa  of  Oongress  was  called  to  this  subject 

Ut.  Ifonroft  and  othvs,  while  they  admitted 
ttat  the  ri^t  already-  existed  to  appropriate 
moavf  in  aid  of  inoorp<n«ted  oompaniea,  denied 
that  it  extended  further;  but  as  it  was  deemed 
of  essentisl  importance  to  the  wel&re  of  the 
people  that  roads  and  canals  should  be  con- 
structed nndw  the  antiiority  of  this  Govem- 
meot,  tihey  strongly  recommended  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution,  so  that  it  should  be 
expressly  granted. 

It  was  apparent  that  great  national  worlo, 
^tending  to  remote  parts  of  this  Union,  could 
not  be  execttted,  by  companies  or  by  States, 
«ven  if  their  lesooroes  were  adequate  to  them ; 
that  lival  interesta  existed  everywhere,  each 
^ate  exwtiog  itself  to  fivert  commerce  to  its 
own  commercial  emporium,  or  to  some  other 
pdfnt  least  advantageous  to  its  ne^rhbor  State. 
And  even  in  case  of  the  nnUni  ot  two  or  more 
States  for  this  purpose,  the  common  good  of 
tbe  whole  Union  would  be  the  least  object  of 
their  thoughts ;  nay,  routes  might  be  chosen, 


£H.  or  B. 

pontively  ii^urioos  to  tiw  whole.  It  might 
faiqnten,  too,  that  ^stant  streams  and  States 
could  be  unned  by  roads  and  cuak,  by  which, 
frfnn  peculiar  localitjee,  tiie  greater  part  of  eaeh 
State  through  which  they  were  oedraed  to 
pass,  would  not  feel  interested,  rather  looking 
upon  injury  tliaa  boiefit  as  the  result,  while  to 
the  nation  at  large  tbe  connection  would  be  of 
the  highest  importanoe.  For  these  and  othw 
reascHis  which  might  be  mentioned,  no  opinion 
speared  to  be  better  founded  than  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's, that  the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals, 
with  jurisdiction  over  them,  should  reside  in 
the  uovemmoit.  Bnt  the  gentleman  frwn 
Tiitfniahas  oome  to  a  difSannt  oondosion,  and 
seems  ahumed  at  the  o<Hi8eqnenoes  <^  enoroaeb- 
ing  upon  State  rights,  and  tbe  accumulation  of 
power  in  the  Qoieral  Oov«nment.  To  me, 
(said  Mr.  L,)  this  feverish  excitement  about 
State  ri^ts  and  Executive  patronage  seona 
altogether  chimericsL  Look  into  tbe  ps^im 
published,  and  to  the  speeches  made  in  certain 
oonventionB  before  the  adoption  of  tiie  oonsti- 
tution,  and  you  will  find  tiie  same  evil  forebod- 
ings, and  the  same  »i*mniTig  appreheomons. 
And  yet  we  have  gtme  on  prosperously  in 
peace,  and  sucoessfhlly  in  war,  fat  more  tiiau 
ibr^  years,  witbont  one  of  those  being  im- 
paired. How,  indeed,  conld  it  be  odierwisfl^ 
when  evwy  mmbet  of  this  Govenmieiitt  ex- 
c^t  sudi  as  compose  t^e  jadidary,  returns  at 
short  intervals  to  his  respective  State!  The 
members  of  Congress,  in  which  reside  all  the 
high  powers  of  sovenignty,  brii^  with  them 
here--State  attachments  and  State  pride;  they 
act  under  a  sense  of  high  respwimbility  to  tbeir 
oonstituents  and  to  their  State;  they  remain 
here  but  for  a  flaw  months,  return,  and  mix 
with  their  fellow-dtixens ;  with  them  every 
motive  oomqpires  to  urge  them  to  resist,  not  to 
suffer,  an  invadon  of  State  rights.  Usage  and 
public  <^anion  have  limited  the  term  of  tiie  Ex- 
ecutive to  ^ht  yean,  at  the  oniration  of 
whioh  he  retoma  to  his  State.  low  judges 
are  soattered  over  the  Union,  citizens  of  their 
req»ective  States.  All  of  them,  pre^doits,  Iw* 
iswors,  and  judges,  have  their  mmilies,  friends, 
endearments,  and  attachments  in  tiieir  respec- 
tive States — tiieir  homes — where  they  find  tiieir 
earthly  restii^  placea.  Gentlemen  talk  of  oar 
National  and  State  Governments,  as  if  the  for- 
mer  were  a  distinct  people,  to  whom  certain 
powers  were  oonoeded,  but,  not  content  with 
their  e^joymentL  are  oonstantiy  aiming  to  en- 
large them  at  the  expense  of  the  rights  of  the 
latter.  Bnt  view  them  as  the  same  people,  a 
portion  of  whom  at  stated  periods  exercise 
certain  delegated  tmsta  which  a  common  feel- 
ing of  interest  urges  them  to  restrict  rather 
than  enlarge,  and  the  suf^gestion  will  cease  to 
have  any  foroe.  Equally  illusory  are  the  fears 
of  Executive  patronage,  which  the  gentieman 
from  Virginia  so  strongly  deprecated.  It  is 
common  to  speak  of  this ;  bnt  I  ask  for  proof 
of  its  having  been  exerted  und^  any  adminis- 
tration, and,  if  exerted,  with  what  effect!  Do 
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joar  ofSoers  ai  the  armj  and  navj  interfere  in 
uleotioDBf  or  have  yon  seen  the  judges  of  yoor 
oonrts  oanvaiBiiig  for  votei  to  snbserra  tiie  pnr- 
poew  of  the  ExecatiTe?  The  most  powerful 
motivee  that  could  aaimate  the  hnnuii  heart, 
«dsted  to  Rutain  the  admlDistratlona  of  the 
elder  and  jotmsrer  Adanu ;  bnt  with  what  ef- 
fsctt  What  did  patronage  do  in  these  oaaeat 
Sir,  it  is  a  mere  phantom,  which  has  no  terrors 
for  a  free  and  Tigilantr  people.  Take  tme  of  the 
eight  thonsaiid  postmasters  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  spoken  of^  and  see  what  in- 
fluence he  is  able  to  exercise  in  any  dty  or 
town.  It  will  be  found,  in  most  1nstaDoes,  .that 
the  person  so  situated  can  effect  less,  at  any 
election,  than  if  he  had  not  an  office.  There  is 
a  watohfal  Jealousy  among  the  people,  wbioh 
repels  aiqr  oodne  or  erea  active  exertions  of 
men  in  omoial  stations  to  oontrol  or  sway  the 
eleotioiH.  We  hive  notiilD^  to  fear  fimn  thrai. 
As  to  the  vneqnal  ^stribntion  of  the  revonie, 
whidi,  it  is  said,  the  system  of  internal  im- 
pnmmuit  gives  rise  to,  I  answer,  that  the 
same  may  be  said  of  every  other  branch  of  pnb- 
lie  expenditure:  fortifications  are  erected  on 
our  coasts  and  frontiers  most  exposed  to  at- 
tacks ;  light-houses,  breakwaters,  &o.,  on  the 
aeacoBst.  These,  and  many  other  works,  do 
Dot  immediately  benefit  the  interior;  bat  in 
these  and  all  other  erections  and  improvements, 
regard  is  had  to  the  general  welfare.  What- 
ever rives  life  and  vigor  to  the  whole  qratem, 
mnst  oe  ben^oial  to  its  parts ;  in  like  muner, 
the  healthfkd  action  of  the  heart  oommmiicatee 
its  tone  to  the  extremities.  We  have  been  tcdd, 
that,  by  the  redaction  ot  dntiea  upon  tea 
coffee,  and  certiUn  luzaries  of  life  which 
do  not  interfere  with  oar  domestic  iodostry,  as 
is  proposed  by  a  bill  on  oar  table,  the  revenue 
will  be  BO  mach  reduced  as  to  leave  no  snrplos 
beyond  the  ordinary  demands  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  Bat  it  should  be  considered  that  the  bills 
alluded  to  are  prospective  in  their  operation ; 
and  even  if  it  were  otherwise,  I  do  not  ^pre- 
bend  any  very  great  diminution  fiwn  the  pro- 
posed measures.  The  great  inorease  of  popola- 
tion  must  create  a  proportionate  demand.  In 
aid  of  this,  there  is  a  lav  of  pdltleal  econmuy 
which  is  nniversallj  trne,  that  the  capacity  to 
hny,  from  the  comparative  oheaqpness  of  the 
commodity,  increases  He  consumption ;  in  other 
word^  the  redaction  of  ft  duty  will,  in  a  corre- 
sponding ratio,  increase  the  demand.  After 
p«ying  all  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  current  year,  and  applying  eleven 
millions  five  hundred  thoasand  dollars  to  the 
poblio  debt,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  esti- 
mates that  there  will  be  a  balance  in  the  Trea»- 
niy  on  the  first  day  of  January,  18A1,  of  four 
nullicms  four  himdred  and  ninety-fonr  thoasand 
iive  himdred  and  forty-five  dollara.  It  is, 
therefore,  apparent  that  two  millions  of  dollars 
may,  with  perfect  safety,  be  applied  annnally 
to  internal  unprovemeoto,  leaving  enough  from 
all  the  Bonrces  of  revenue^  and  the  operation  of 
the  sinUog  ftand,  to  extingniah  the  debt  in  five 


yeats.  My  ocmstituenta  have  no  immediate  in- 
terest in  the  rood  mentioned  in  the  bill ;  firom 
the  nearest  part  of  my  distiict  it  is  at  least  one 
hondred  aira  ^gh^  n^les.  But  I  advocate  it 
beoaiiae  it  is  vSrt  of  a  great  system  which  I 
oonddar  tiiis  Government  nnder  the  moit  wd- 
enm  oUigations  bound  to  pmevere  fat  The 
road,  from  this  cdty  to  New  (Means,  is  not  a 
new  project;  it  was  eamestiy  bron|^t  into 
view  by  Mr.  Calhoun  in  1618,  in  support  of  a 
bill  which  he  introduced  into  Congress,  to  set 
apart,  and  .pledge  as  a  fhnd  for  internal  im- 
provement, the  bonus  and  United  States  share 
of  the  dividends  of  the  National  Bank.  In  a 
report  which  the  same  gentieman  made  while 
Secretary  of  War,  it  iB  noticed  as  one  of  the 
I>rominent  national  otgeota,  and  it  has  never 
since  been  lost  ught  <^  by  the  Committees  on 
Intttnal  Improvements  of  this  House.  By 
oheiiahing  a  spirit  oi  ooneeatiCMi,  and  merging 
all  minor  considerations  in  the  great  one  <n 
making  a  bMinning  up<Mi  tiie  jninc^le  contain- 
ed in  Uie  bi^  its  friends  cannot  fail  to  effect  its 
passage.  When  we  reflect  upon  the,  amaziag 
extent  of  our  country,  the  mvernty'of  Inter- 
eets  and  occupations  m  its  inhabitants,  and  ex- 
amine the  barriers  which  its  geographical  fea- 
tures present  to  direct  and  easy  intercourse,  we 
must  o<»ne  to  tiie  condusion  that  it  is  imposti- 
ble  to  bind  the  different  parts  together  in  any 
other  manner  than  by  f^od  roads  sud  canals 
extending:  from  the  ooaitre  to  the  extremities  of 
the  nnifHL  By  these  meant  we  shall  be  aUe 
to  preserve  the  i^patiileectf  onrnatm^  wl^idi 
dirtanoe  is  too  apt  to  sunder. 

But  we  will  realize  thdr  advantages  chiefly 
daring  war,  whoi  the  Govenment  Is  oranpdled 
to  rely  for  most  of  its  revenue  upon  a  system 
of  internal  taxation,  its  ordinary  fiscal  resources 
being  in  a  great  measure  out  off.  The  effect  of 
this  system  is  to  drain  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try of  its  currency,  and  to  direct  it  to  the  sea- 
board, or  to  places  where  troops  are  collected 
for  the  defence  of  exposed  situations  on  the 
frontiwB.   It  will  be  recollected  that  no  part 

the  interior  of  the  United  States  was,  during 
the  late  war,  exempted  from  this  evil ;  it  oper- 
ated peculiarly  hud  in  the  western  part  of 
Pfflmsylvania;  spede  In  fact  disappeared,  and 
a  misu^ble  paper  oorrency  was  Bobstitnted  for 
it,  fiooding  the  oonnby,  and  with  its  natiuil 
tendency  for  deprecdation,  mining  thousands  of 
tiie  best  part  of  our  poiralation — the  fumers, 
the  honest  yeomanry  of  the  country,  who,  in 
Buch  a  state  of  things,  are  always  the  greatest 
Bofferers.  It  is  the  part  of  prudence  to  guard, 
as  far  as  practicable,  against  a  reonrreoce  of  so 
much  safferiog  and  calamity.  We  cannot,  it  is 
true,  prevent  the  drain  of  our  currency,  that  is 
the  inevitable  effect  of  direct  taxation ;  but  we 
con,  in  a  great  degree,  mitigate  its  effects,  by 
giving  to  onr  people  cuieap  and  eaqr  means  m 
transpcnting  their  produce  and  stock  to  mar- 
ket ;  to  that  market  where  troops  may  be  as- 
sembled, and  where  there  is  the  greatest  pnblie 
«penditare.  If  yoa  doay  them  these  meaai^ 
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TOQ  ezpow  them  to  inoalmdable  iiyaries,  it  will 
be  impomble  to  satisfy  the  tax  gatherer ;  Jndg- 
inent«  and  execatioiu  will  speedily  follow ;  but 
all  are  nearly  in  the  same  mtoation ;  an^  where 
are  the  porohasers  to  be  fotmd  ?  The  earnings 
of  y^TB  of  honest  industry  will  be  swept  off 
in  a  moment,  for  a  snm  sometimes  insnmdent 
to  pay  the  oost  d  ot^ection — always  vastly 
dlnm^futioned  to  the  value  of  the  proper^, 
either  to  e&iioh  the  oamdng  apecnlaton  or  to 
add  to  the  already  overgrown  wealth  of  anne 
nabobs  w  to  increase  tiie  pnUio  lands  and  stock 
to  renudtt  nnprodoctive,  nntil  better  times  ehaU 
enaUe  than  to  sell  for  snma  equal  to  their 
duma.  A  Govenunent  expressly  institated  to 
promote  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  all  its 
(utizens^  should  provide  in  a  time  of  peace, 
when  its  resources  are  abundant,  agunst  such 
nunous  o<»ise^uenoes.  In  this  way  it  will  beat 
secure  the  lasting  attachment  of  the  people. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ooex,)  in 
■peaking  of  the  probable  expense  of  the  pro- 
poaed  rflttd,  said  tuat  the  Onmberland  road  cost 
the  Government  fifteen  tfaouand  doUars  per 
mileu  He  has  fidlm  into  an  error.  The  whole 
distance  of  the  road  is  me  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  miles ;  its  aggregate  cost  one  million  seven 
bmndred  and  two  thoosand  three  hundred  and 
nine^-five  dcdlars,  which  is  equal  to  twelve 
thonund  six  hundred  and  ten  dollars  a  mile. 
At  a  proper  time,  I  will,  I  trust,  be  able  to 
ahow  to  the  Hoose  that  no  Sum  of  money  of 
equal  amount  has  ever  been  expended  with 
greater  advantage  to  the  country.  But  it  is 
proper  to  say  Uiat  at  the  time  this  road  was 
commenced,  tiiis  Government  had  no  expe- 
rience In  toe  business ;  few  poasesaed  the  re- 
qni^  ddll  for  it :  then,  and  for  many  years 
afterwards,  provisions  were  dear,  and  the 
wages  labor  near  one  hundred  per  cent,  be- 
yo^  its  present  amount  What  added  greatly 
to  the  cost  of  this  road,  is  the  nomber  of  bridges, 
■ome  of  which  are  built  in  a  style  of  superior 
and  expennve  wwkmanship,  exhibiting  monu- 
roents  of  architectural  skiU  not  snri^ssed  in 
any  part  of  the  Union.  The  continuation  of 
^e  Onmberland  road  from  Wheeling  to  Zanes- 
viuie,  whioh  is  made  upon  the  HoAdam  plan, 
and  is  said  to  be  the  best  road  in  the  United 
States^  eoat,  I  am  infiwmed,  about  six  thousand 
ddlars  a  mfle.  But  the  expenditure  np<Hi 
WQckM  of  ttda  nstore  is  of  seocmdaiy  oonse- 
qnenoe.  If  a  harbor  ia  found  neoeasary  for  Uie 
aaftAj  and  convenience  of  our  shipping,  if  a 
fortification  is  wanting  for  oar  defeooe,  the  ex- 
pense of  constmoting  them  would  not  be  re- 
rarded.  There  is  a  pu-amoont  dn^  which  the 
Government  owes  to  its  citizens,  compared  to 
which,  gold  and  silver  should  weigh  bat  as 
dust  in  the  balance.  They  claim  from  it  pro- 
tection at  any  price ;  and  they  usk  the  same 
measare  of  jnstice,  I  will  not  call  it  liberality, 
in  making  such  improvements  as  the  sitaation 

the  country  admits  of  and  requires,  which 
State  and  individoal  enterprise  is  unequal  to^ 
and  whioh  are  strictiy  of  a  national  dianoter. 
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The  perseverance  in  this  system  of  internal 
improvements,  it  has  been  said,  will  give  rise 
to  a  claim  of  jurisdiction  by  the  Umted  States 
over  tiie  roads  they  make,  which  will  end  in 
the  erection  of  toll-gates,  and  the  enforcing  of 
penalties,  not  by  State  authority,  Cluming,  as 
i  do,  for  this  Government,  the  i^ht  to  make 
roads  and  canals  without  the  consent  of  the 
States,  it  most  fidlow  that,  after  they  are  c<m- 
atmeted,  it  has  a  ounplete  right  to  preserve 
them  by  tatik  meana  aa  it  ohooana  to  seleet.  U 
I  am  right  in  assmuing^  for  I  have  already  said 
that  I  do  not  mean  to  wgaa  it,  that  the  oonsti- 
tntion  has  ^ven  to  Oonaress  the  principal  pow- 
er, the  incident  must  n^ow;  nor.  is  it  at  all 

Erobable  ihat  any  iqjurions  oonse|i]aences  are 
kely  to  arise  from  the  exenuse  of  it.  The  au- 
thority to  estabUsh  poet  offices  and  post  roads 
impliedly  confers  the  right  to  protect  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  by  the  impoung  of  penal- 
ties. For  this  purpose  various  laws  have  bera 
passed,  and  ponlshments  have  been  inflicted, 
withcFut  any  complaint  from  a  State,  and,  as  I 
trust,  without  injury  to  it.  Nor  would  any 
neater  evil  happen  by  punishing  a  man  in  ue 
United  States  court*  for  an  injury  done  to  the 
road.  Offence*  of  this  kind  would  be  of  rare 
occnrreiuw :  when  it  was  known  that  the  mm- 
enoe  of  ^ri^lant  gate  keepers  would  probaUy 
prevent  escape,  and  that  nteedy  punishment 
would  inevitably  follow,  Utue  misdiief  would 
be  done.  There  is  scarcely  an  instance  of  an 
indictment  in  onr  State  courts  for  injuries  done 
to  roads  belonging  to  corporations,  and  the 
reason  that  prevents  their  ocooirence  woold 
apply  to  a  road  laid  out  under  the  authori^  al 
the  Umted  States.  Besides,  there  oonld  be  no 
valid  olgection  to  oonforring  jmiadlction  on  the 
State  courts  to  punish  tranqcresaors.  Oongreaa 
gave  them  power  to  mterUin  suits,  to  ouleet 
the  internal  revenue,  and  to  enforce  penalties 
under  a  clause  in  the  constitution,  declaring  it 
the  snpreme  law  of  the  land,  and  that  the 
judges  of  the  State  coorta  should  be  bound 
thereby.  This  power,  I  admit,  was  by  some  of 
the  States  disputed;  but  surely  it  would  be 
going  too  far  to  say  that  evils  were  likely  to 
arise  from  the  exercise  of  it  And  if  there 
should  be  a  disposition  in  any  State  to  refuse 
the  Jurisdiction,  offendos  would  have  no  right 
to  comply  if  they  were  sent  to  the  Unued 
States  court  for  tnaL  Bddom,  indeed,  woald 
there  be  ooeariott  fw  sncb  a  proceeding;  but  if 
a  case  should  arise,  demanding  it,  la  it  likdj 
the  criminal  would  talk  of  its  hardship  f  An^ 
if  not,  who  woold  be  quixotic  eooog^  to  com- 
plain for  himf  The  jorisdiction  of  the  United 
States  over  thidr  roads,  whether  they  shoold 
exert  it  by  direct  appropriations  to  keep  them 
in  repair,  or  by  the  erection  of  toll-gates,  can- 
not be  a  cause  of  the  least  apprehension  to  the 
States,  no  more  than  they  now  feel  from  the 
punishment  of  a  mul  robber.  It  ia  imposaiUe 
that  injury  can  arise  from  it 

The  gmtiemen  from  Yii^nia  who  have 
ipoken  on  tiie  other  ude  of  tiie  question,  have 
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indulged  themaelves  in  a  warmth  of  feeling 
and  an  asperity  of  remark,  not  warranted,  in 
my  jodfnnentj  ^7  t&e  occasion.  If  the  purposes 
of  the  mil  shonld  be  answered,  or  if  the  sys- 
tem, oS  which  it  is  part,  should  t>e  pursued,  the 
demgn  is  of  the  most  laudable  character,  and 
entitled  to  no  common  prdse ;  the  end,  the  de- 
velopment of  national  resources,  the  promotion 
of  social  interooorse,  the  division  of  subetan- 
tial  benefits — in  a  word,  the  prosperity  of  the 
confederacy.  Yet  it  has  been  received  as  if 
some  signal  calamity  was  about  to  be  inflicted, 
carrying  in  its  trun  famine  and  pestilence  and 
desolation.'  Are  they  afraid  that  the  march  of 
the  system  will  realize  all  we  hope  and  all  we 
predict  for  it ;  and  ihat.  "  their  occupation  will 
iw  gone  t"  If^  sir,  I  mistake  not  the  "  signs  of 
the  tinoea,"  a  great  -revolntion  is  going  on  in 
pnUio  opinion,  in  flw  Soutii,  on  thisqnestioa; 
and  the  day  is  not  very  remote,  when  Virginia 
will  concede  to  this  GoTemment  all  that  the 
most  sanguine  Mends  of  internal  improvement 
could  desire.  One  of  her  distinguished  states- 
men, now  a  member  of  this  Honse,  has  for 
years  devoted  his  time  and  talents  to  the 
cause.  Every  day  fhmishes  new  evidence  that 
his  patriotic  fellow-citizens  are  yielding  the 
pr^adioes  that  would  lock  up  the  boantiee 
which  a  beneficent  Providence  has  so  profdsely 
scattered  orer  oar  land.  He  moits  toe  lastiiu 
gratitode  oS  his  countrymen,  the  richest  reward 
of  a  pnUio  bene&ctor. 

The  prodnctions  of  our  country  which  soil 
and  climate  have  already  made  so  various,  are 
becoming  duly  more  diversified,  ensuring,  at 
no  distant  day,  a  homo  supply  of  most  of  the 
Inxaries  as  well  as  the  necessaries  of  life.  An 
important  advantage  which  tiiis  view  of  our 
condition  and  prospects  gives  rise  to,  is,  that  the 
different  parts  of  our  union  will  be  made  de- 
pendent on  each  other — an  invariable  effect  of 
mutnal  wants.  Nothing,  therefore  demands 
from  us  higher  regard  or  more  deliberate  con- 
sideration, than  tiie  means  of  uniting  our  whole 
people  into  one  great  commercial  family. 

Bat  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  upon 
the  beneficial  consequences  of  an  extended  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements ;  th^  must  be 
Cuniliar  to  the  members  of  this  committee.  I , 
have  endeavored  to  avoid  noticing  the  points 
which  have  been  urged  by  others  in  support 
of  the  bill ;  and  having  reason  to  fear  that  the 
committee  is  alrea^  mtigaed  by  a  kmc  discas- 
sioQ,  I  will  conclude  wlOx  thankiog  uiem  for 
their  attention. 

Ur.  MoKEtx  next  rose.  He  said  he  had 
w^ted  nntil  tiiis  late  period  the  debate  on 
tiib  bill,  in  the  hope  and  expectation  tibat  some 
one  of  his  colleagues,  more  competent  than 
himself  would  ^ve  to  the  committee  the  views 
which  he  knew  a  large  majority  of  the  delega- 
tion of  New  York,  in  onison  with  tmnsel^  en- 
tertained npon  this  question.  No  one  (sud  Ur. 
tL)  has  felt  disposed  to  do  so ;  and  as  1  cannot 
consent  that  tne  vote  on  tiiis  bill  shonld  be 
taken  without  the  expres^on  of  an  opinion 
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from  the  State  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent^  I  have,  relootantly,  obtrnded  nqraelf 
upon  the  attention  of  the  omnmittee. 

As  I  am  the  warm  fiiend  of  internal  im- 
provement by  the  States,  and  have  at  all  times, 
and  on  all  occasions,  whether  in  pnblio  or  pri- 
vate life,  supported  every  measure  which  I 
believed  would  benefit  the  citizens  of  my  native 
State,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  give  the 
reasons  that  will  inflnence  my  vote  on  uie  pres- 
ent bill.  Sir,  the  State  of  New  York,  unaided 
by  the  General  Government,  has  advanced  far 
in  this  system.  She  has  connected  her  north- 
em  and  western  lakes  with  the  m^estio  Hud- 
son, and  I  trust  will  continue  to  prepress  nntil 
she  extmds  its  blesongs  to  every  portion  of 
het  dtizens.  Althooj^  ahe  has  advaoced  fiar, 
and  elevated  her  character  to  a  prominent  sta- 
tion among  her  ^ster  States^  she  has  not  dcme 
half  that  uie  wants  of  her  citizens  require,  or 
the  means  she  possesses  wiU  authorize.  My 
immediate  constituents  are  now  anzioosly  look- 
ing to  their  legi^ture  for  that  justice  they  be- 
lieve themselves  entitied  to — an  Improvement 
along  their  lovely  valley,  which  will  place  them 
on  tne  level  with  other  portions  of  the  State. 
I  trust  they  will  not  be  disf^ipointed. 

Soon  after  this  nation  passed  through  a  second 
war  of  independence  with  honor  and  renown, 
the  State  of  New  YtxA.  anflfeting  as  she  had  in 
that  contest  in  blood  and  treasore,  and  believing 
herself  entitled  to  the  favorable  notice  ui  Con- 
gress, from  the  aid  and  snwort  she  had  ^ven  to 
Btrengtiien  the  arm  of  the  General  Government, 
^plied  for  aid  to  enable  her  to  prosecute  the 
great  works  of  internal  improvement  he  had 
long  conceived,  but  which  were  retarded  by 
the  breaking  out  and  continuing  of  that  war. 
What  was  ^e  told  by  this  Government !  Al- 
though her  good  and  fiuthftd  service  was  ad- 
mittwl,  her  losses  and  privations  appreciated, 
yet  it  was  unconstitutional  to  aid  m  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  canals.  She  submitted 
to  the  dedsion,  and,  nothing  daunted,  rested 
upon  her  own  resources  to  acoompliah  that 
which  her  citizois  had  willed  should  oe  accom- 

SMsboi.  For  one,  I  r^oioe  that  she  is  not  in* 
ebted  to  this  Government  for  aid.  By  your 
reHisfd,  the  resources  of  the  State  have  been 
developed ;  the  patriotism  of  the  people  exhib* 
ited ;  the  sound  hearta  and  willing  hands  of  her 
citizens  enlisted  to  elevate  her  character,  and 
place  her  upon  an  eminence  that  her  extensive 
possessions  and  fertile  soil  intended  she  should 
assume. 

What  was  unconstitutional  when  New  York 
applied  for  aid,  has,  by  the  change  of  time  and 
of  men,  become  constitutional  now.  By  the 
construction  ^ven  to  the  constitution  bpr  mod- 
em Btatesmen,  all  power  is  vested  in  this  6or- 
emment.  The  doctrines  contended  for  in  for- 
mer days  are  exploded,  new  ones  have  taken 
th^r  place;  and,  under  them,  this  Government 
is  extending  ita  influence  over  even-  part  and 
portion  of  what  was  once  considered  independ- 
ent State  sovereignty :  the  rights  of  the  States 
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are  meraed  in  this  grand  oonsoUdated  Govern- 
ment.  I  will  not  enter  into  the  disonssion  of 
tbe  sbateot  oongQtational  right  of  tius  Got- 
emment  to  make  roads  and  canals  in  the  sev- 
eral States,  vithont  the  oonsemt  of  the  States  or 
the  peoide.  It  has  been  assumed,  and  exercised 
ao  often,  that,  tinffl  some  express  providon  to 
the  contrary  shall  be  made  in  the  constitntion, 
it  is  worse  than  useless  to  question  the  power. 
Ihe  advocatefl  of  Ihe  right  do  not  claim  it  by 
express  grant,  bnt  by  implication  and  constrac- 
tion  of  Afferent  parts  of  that  instroment  It  is 
dumed  under  Uie  power  to  provide  for  the 
oommon  defence  and  general  welfare;  under 
Uie  power  to  rwolate  oommorce  among  the 
aereral  States,  and  witii  the  Indian  tribes ;  un- 
der ^  power  to  estahHsh  post  offices  and  post 
ToadsL  I  have  f^mjz  doubted  whether  Ihis 
GoTemment^  under  any  or  all  of  these  powen^ 
oould  exercise  the  right  of  making  roads  and 
canals.  On  more  occadons  than  one,  have  I 
Qstened  to  the  ai^oments  of  the  ablest  men  of 
the  nation,  on  this  mnch-diipated,  nice  qnes- 
tion  of  constitutional  law.  Althongh  I  will  not 
discuss  the  question  of  abstract  right,  I  may  be 
pemutted  to  deny  the  expediency  of  its  exer- 
eiae  by  this  Govemment.  The  exercise  of  this, 
and  all  other  constniotaTe  rights,  claimed  by 
this  GoTemment,  should  be  narrowly  watched 
by-  the  repreBentatiTes  (tf  the  people.  Our  dnt7 
to  our  States  and  our  oonstltaenta  requires  it  at 
our  hands;  and  yet  it  appears  to  me,  that, 
when  we  assemble  here  as  tne  Gongress  of  the 
United  States,  we  foi^t  home-— we  foi^t  State 
rights,  and  lose-  State  feeling.  Our  whole 
thoDghts  are  directed  to  the  mighly  power  of 
this  all-absorbing  and  controlling  Gtovenunent, 
regardless  of  the  feelings  of  our  constituents,  or 
interests  of  the  States ;  we  exercise  not  only  all 
the  powers  ^ven^to  us  by  express  grant,  but 
erwy  other  which,  by  impUoatton  or  oonstrac- 
lion,  can  be  tortured  Into  a  ri{^t.  I  beseech 
gnDttemen  to  pause  and  reflect  If  this  Qor- 
emment  does  possess  the  power  otmtended  for 
1^  its  advocates,  let  it  be  discreetly  exenased, 
and  o^y  on  admowledged  great  natitmal  ob- 
jects. 

Under  the  power  to  regnlate  commerce  am<mg 
llie  several  States,  and  to  lay  imposts  and  du- 
ties, this  Government  assumed  the  right  to 
compel  the  canal  boats  on  the  New  York  ca- 
nals to  pay  transit  duty.  In  ISM  or  1826,  or- 
ders were  issued  by  the  Treasury  Department 
to  the  collector  at  Buffalo,  to  ei^orce  the  col- 
lection of  duties.  I  well  remember  the  feeling 
created  in  New  York;  her  citizens  from  one 
end  of  the  State  to  the  otiier,  were  pr^ared  to 
tvAA  what  was  considered  as  an  encroaohmeirt 
upon  State  rif^ts;  even  her  legislatiro  halls  re- 
Bou^ed  with  the  language  of  redstance^  and  a 
poaevwanoe  at  that  time,  on  the  part  oi  tiiis 
QoTcnuoait,  would  have  brought  that  State  in 
dttreet  oi^Iidon  with  the  Genoral  Government. 
Strong  protests  were  entered  by  the  represent- 
atives in  Congress,  from  New  York,  agidnst 
the  aammed  power,  and  great  exertions  were 


made  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  to  procure  a 
withdrawal  of  the  order.  It  was  oonntennand- 
ed,  but  the  right  to  enforce  the  collection  nS 
duties  was  not  surrendered ;  it  was  subtended 
for  the  time  being,  to  be  enforeed  whenever 
the  will  of  this  Government  shall  direct  Yon 
have  established  your  ports  of  entry  in  every 
part  of  her  State— ~at  Buffalo,  Rochester,  Sack- 
ett*s  Harbor,  and  I  know  not  how  many  othor 
places — ^npon  every  stream  and  rivulet — upon 
tide  waters  and  inland  lakes — ^in  every  city  and 
town  that  you  please  to  consider  commercial ; 
swarms  of  officers,  to  execute  the  laws  and  col- 
lect the  revenue,  are  stationed  among  Uie  peo- 
ple. Under  the  power  to  r^nlate  oonuperoe, 
and  lay  imposts  and  duties,  yon  olaini,  and 
at  some  future  Aay^  enforce,  the  power  tb  eolr 
lect  duties  on  every  canal  made  State  au- 
thority; and  what  !s  to  prevent  you?  The 
broad  and  unlimited  oonstruotion  (n  oonstitn- 
tional  power  daimed,  will  cover  every  act  of 
oppression,  and  usurpation  of  State  rights ;  thus 
gradually,  but  certamly,  will  every  vestige  of 
State  rights  and  State  interests  be  swallowed 
np  by  the  constructive  powers  of  the  General 
Government.  Under  the  power  to  lay  imposts 
and  duties,  to  regulate  commerce,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare,  the  whole  revenue  of 
State  can^  may  be  olumed.  Now  your  Treas- 
ury is  full,  and  it  is  not  needed ;  but  let  war 
euuHist  it^  let  commerce  be  impfuxed,  or,  what 
is  most  probable,  your  funds  squandered  in 
visionary  schemes  of  internal  improvement,  and 
the  particular  welfare  of  the  States  must  sur- 
render to  the  general  welfare  of  this  Govern- 
ment. The  States  must  stand  in  the  relation 
to  the  United  States  that  individuals  do  to  the 
States — bound  to  yield  a  portion  of  what  they 
have  for  the  general  welf^.  Sources  of  rev- 
enue, which  they  fondly  hoped  would  support 
their  own  Governments,  and  enable  them  to 
extend  the  blesnngs  of  internal  improvemmt 
by  thdr  own  aatiuvity  to  every  porticn  oi  their 
(dtinns,  wUl  be  diverted  frcon  thdr  ]^oper 
ftiiMinftla^  and  poured  into  the  Treasury  of  tms 
Govranment  Can  New  York,  oonrirtent  with 
her  honor  or  her  interests,  snbmit  to  such 
degradation?  Is  Pennsylvania,  with  her  nu- 
merous canals,  prepared  to  surrender  all  to  this 
Ctovemment?  I  trust  not.  Sir,  where  is  the 
remedy?  I  answer  here,  in  this  hall.  We 
must  halt  in  our  course — we  must  oonfine  this 
Government  within  its  primeval  l^tomate 
bounds — we  must  restore  it  to  the  powers  that 
were  exercised  under  it  in  the  days  of  Jeffer- 
son's administration. 

It  is  contended  that  the  power  to  oonstruot 
roads  and  canals  is  pven  by  the  danse  in  the 
constitution  anthonang  Oongreas  to  estabUA 
post  offices  and  post  rosds.  Great  puns  have 
been  taken  to  give  us  the  definition  of  the 
word  establish.  Dictionaries  have  been  con- 
sulted— ^Walker,  Ainsworth,  and  others.  It  is 
defined  to  mean  "  to  erect,  to  make,"  &c.  We 
have  heard  labored  argiunenta  to  show  us, 
because  the  meaning  of  the  word  establish  ia 
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defined  to  be  "  to  make,"  that  Oongress  has  the 
power  to  make  post  roads.  Sir,  I  will  not  say 
that  these  words  may  not  be  tortured  into 
Bnch  oooBtraction,  nor  offer  anr  argoment  on 
the  oonstitationality  of  the  doctrine.  Tet 
I  must  be  permitted  to  doubt  that  any  snoh 
power,  under  these  worda,  was  intended  by  the 
framers  of  the  constjtution  to  be  given  to  Con- 
gress. The  plain  and  obviona  meaning  of  that 
oUnse  is  tiut  which  is  yearly  ennifled  by 
Oouress— the  eetablishment  of  post  roates  on 
na£  erected  and  made  by  the  people,  and  on 
which,  for  public  oonvenienoe,  it  is  thongbt 
necessary  to  transport  ihs  mm.  In  the  re- 
mufca  I  hare  made,  I  have  endeavored  to  show 
to  the  committee  the  inexpediency  of  Oongress 
exerdsing  all  the  powers  which,  by  oon- 
stmction  or  implication,  are  dumed  as  belong- 
ing to  this  Oovenunent;  and  parttcnlarly  as 
snoh  exercise  affects  the  lights  and  interests  of 
the  States.  As  a  farther  illostration  of  my 
Tiewa,  I  will  soppose  my  colleagne,  who  reeidea 
at  BnflUo,  to  oanr  to  tUs  Hoiue  we  fidlowing 

"  J2cMbi4  That  the  Oommlttee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  FOBt  Sous  be  instraeted  to  inqnire  into  the  ex* 
pedieney  of  eatabUaUng  a  pott  roate  from  BuflUo 
to  Albwr,  by  the  vi^^  of  the  Erie  OanaL" 

It  is  refSerred  to  Uie  committee,  at  the  head  of 
which  is  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tnc^.  Oongress  having  the  right  to  establish 
poet  (MBBces  aim  posts  roads,  and  waters  navigable, 
or  made  navigable,  being  considered  highways, 
the  reasoningfollowB  the  premises,  that  Oongresfl 
has  the  power  to  establiui  a  mail  rente  upon  the 
Erie  canaL  It  has  been  decided  that  the  Hnd- 
8on  i^ver  is  an  arm  of  the  sea,  and  jnriadiotion 
has  been  so  far  extended  over  the  waters  of 
New  York,  aa  to  establish  ports  of  entry  on  the 
wflatem  uiua,  the  Erie  Oanal  eonneoting  tlie 
tidia  waters  ot  the  Hndaon  wlUk  Oke  waters  of 
lMk»  Erie;  it^  therefore,  becomea  necessary, 
that  eommoroe  should  be  carried  on  between 
tilie  States.  A  law  is  passed,  in  obedience  to 
flie  resolntion ;  and  a  boat  is  started  at  Albany, 
on  tiie  tide  waters,  viih  the  *'  United  States 
mail,"  in  capitals,  upon  her  stem.  She 

Cohea  the  first  lock,  and  is  hailed,  *'  what 
is  that?"  "The  Oongreas  of  the  United 
States."  "Who  is  her  commander?"  "Gen- 
eral Welfare."  "  What  is  the  object  of  her 
Toyage  t "  "  BeKulating  commerce  among  the 
Mveral  Statea  and  with  the  Indian  tribes,  trans- 
porting the  United  Statea  muL  and  conveying 
tnxns  to  the  northern  lakes."  The  collector 
wonuL  ajf  this  canal  is  the  property  of  the 
State  of  New  York ;  it  was  made  by  the  exer- 
titms  of  her  own  citizens  withont  any  foreign 
idd,  and' yon  cannot  pass  without  the  payment 
of  tolL  To  which  "  General  Welfare^'  would 
reply  that  Congress  has  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce and  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads; 
a  poet  route  has  been  eatabli^ed  on  this  canal, 
and  you  will  not  presome  to  interrupt  the 
Ui^ted  Statea  mail  The  people  of  New  York 
look  to  the  law  for  proteetion  and  deoition  of 
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all  disputed  claims.  On  the  return  of  "  Gen- 
eral Welfare,"  he  is  arrested  in  our  State 
courts.  I  will  not  trouble  the  committee  wilii 
a  long  detail ;  the  State  courts  decide  in  favor 
of  the  toll  gatiierer ;  it  ia  carried  up  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  I  need 
not  give  you  tiie  deoinon.  When  did  Steto  de- 
cisiona  or  Stete  rights  snooeed  in  opposition  to 
the  laws  of  Congress,  or  to  the  oonstmctive 

g>wers  of  this  GoTemmentt  Lrt  Sentmdcy, 
hio,  New  York,  and  other  States  answor. 
I  am  opposed  to  the  exercise  by  CctDi^em 
of  thia  disputed  right  on  another  ^ronnd :  it  la 
unequal  and  unjust  in  its  operation.  During 
the  last  year,  disregarding  fractions,  there  was 
received  into  your  'H'easury  twenty-fonr  millions 
of  dollars ;  for  all  the  ordinary  purposes  of 
Government,  twelve  millions  are  sumcieat;  and, 
witii  proper  economy,  that  sum  need  not  be 
expended.  You  have  then  a  surplus  ftind  of 
twelve  millions  beyond  the  amount  required  for 
the  expenses  of  Government,  to  be  scrambled 
for  in  this  hall,  and  expmded,  according  to 
present  doctrines,  in  internal  improvement. 
Yon  have  two  hundred  and  thirteen  members 
from  the  States,  and  three  delegates  frmn  tnri- 
tories ;  divide  this  amount  into  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  districts,  and  you  will  give  annually  to 
each  ocmgresEdonal  district  fiftj-six  tiionsanddid- 
lan.  By  this  di  vision,  New  York,  with  her  thir- 
ty-four membens  would  be  entitled  annually  to 
two  millions  of  dollars.  Pennsylvania,  with  her 
twenty- four  members,  to  one  million  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-four  ^onaand.  Yir^niA,  with 
her  twenty-two  members,  to  one  mjllion  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand.  Will  any 
course  of  legi^tion  here  (rive  to  these  States  a 
fair  pr^rtion  €i  the  surras  frinda  by  vv  of 
internal  improvement?  Owtainly  not.  This 
miaeraUe  pittance  to  New  York,  cff  a  road  tram 
BnfiUo  to  the  State  line  of  Famsylvania,  is  but 
a  Bonr  return  for  the  four  mimons  she  pays 
annuaUy  into  your  Treasory.  Aa  it  is  the  first, 
so  for  many  years  it  will  be  the  last  tooa  that 
will  be  offered  for  her  two  millions  annual 
surplus  in  your  Treaaury. 

Give  to  New  York,  to  be  applied  by  ho* 
Legislature,  one-half  of  her  juat  proportion  of 
this  surplus  fund.  Let  it  be  ^aoed  in  the 
treasury  of  her  own  Stete,  sod  in  toi  years  she 
will  extend  the  blessings  of  her  own  qrstem  of 
improvemesit  to  every  village  and  hamlet  In 
her  State,  and  gladden  the  hearts  of  her  peo- 
ple ;  it  will  be  expended  in  nseftil  woricn^  in 
national  objects,  and  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  people. 

I  come  now  to  the  question  of  the  utili^  of 
this  gigantic  project  of  a  grand  land  communi- 
cation from  Buffalo  to  New  Orleans,  and  must 
say  thaL  to  my  mind,  it  ia  the  most  extrava- 
gant and  viuonary  one  tiiat  ever  was  presented 
to  the  deliberate  judgment  of  a  representative 
assembly.  It  is  to  be  made  tiirough  tiie  in- 
terior of  the  country,  fifteen  hondrea  milca  in 
lengtii,  and  from  its  eommtmowneot  at  Bnffldo^ 
the  fint  seabMrd,  the  fint  oomnierdal  ^aoe  it 
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touches  is  the  city  of  Washington,  a  distance 
of  some  fonr  hundred  miles.  Can  any  man 
belioTetbat  the  trade  from  Buffalo,  or  any  part 
ct  New  York,  will  be  diverted  from  the  oitr 
of  New  Tork  by  this  roadt  or  wiU  Penn^fl- 
vanu  or  Karyland  prefer  Waabhigton  for  a 
market  to  their  own  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more! Look  to  the  improrements  of  Kew 
Tork,  Fennsylrania,  and  Harylaod,  their  r^l- 
roads  and  canals,  and  the  most  visionary  mast 
be  satisfied  that  this  oootemplated  road  cannot 
be  nsed  for  commercial  pnrposes.  It  is  said, 
by  its  Mends,  that  it  will  be  useM  in  the  time 
ot  war  to  march  troops  to  the  frontiers.  I  trust 
we  shall  not  need  it  for  that  purpose  for  many 
yeara  to  come ;  and  if  we  uioi^d,  New  York 
dedrea  trom  from  Wadiingtom  to  defend  her 
froutim.  No,  rir,  tbrae  is  no  ben^dal  pur- 
poae  tar  which  this  road  can  be  used ;  it  will 
be  a  lasting  monument  <it  a  nation^  roily,  mi 
reeeire  the  worst  onrse  whioh  an  Irishman  can 
beatow  npon  lua  enemy — the  grass  will  grow 
imon  its  earfaoe.  Again :  What  is  to  become 
w  the  road  after  it  ismadet  Do  you  intend  to 
idaoe  toll  gates  upon  it  t  That  power  has  not 
yet  been  assumed  upon  your  Cumberland  road. 
Bnt  sai^wse  yon  should  assume  Jurisdiction 
over  State  b<»1,  and  scatter  your  toU  gatherers 
over  the  States ;  what  will  you  receive  t  Not 
one  pOT  cent.  Yon  cannot  keep  it  in  repair  by 
tfdJa.  What  neztt  The  Government  must 
appropriate,  annually,  <me  ndllion  of  doUan  to 
npiur  it.  By  the  bui  fifteen  hnndred  doUars 
per  mile  are  atnsronjated;  but  no  fiioid  of  it 
iriU  pretend  S&  is  aU  that  will  be  asked.  Let 
the  faitli  of  tlie  natitm  be  pledged  for  its  con- 
stroction,  and  you  will  be  required,  annually, 
to  mpropriate  money  for  its  completion,  xmm 
it  will  ooet  as  many  thousands  as  hundreds  are 
now  asked.  Will  the  States,  through  which  it 
peasoB,  take  it  off  your  hands,  and  keep  it  in  re- 
pair t  No.  The  Sthtes  know  it  will  not  yield 
revmne  sufficient  to  do  so.  They  will  tell  you 
it  is  your  own  dckly  bantling,  and  your  l^th 
is  pledged  to  sopport  it 

It  haa  been  said  out  of  this  hall,  that  this  is 
a  p«t  oS  the  "  AiWRioaa  system  and  I  have 
mn  urged,  as  a  friend  to  that  system,  to  eup- 
porttiuslnu.  It  is  called  Iliei^Mieerl^in  toe 
train  ofwUbh  numerous  others  are  to  follow. 

If  by  the  "Amertoan  systun**  is  meant  a 
system  of  laws  which  shall  be  for  the  benefit 
<^  the  Ameriean  people^  and  as  neariy  as  ma^  be 
operate  equally  and  justly,  then  am  I  its  fnend 
and  advocate ;  but  if  by  the  system  is  meant  that 
I  am  bound  to  support  every  wild  and  Visionary 
Toad  prefect  that  the  Imaginationfl  of  gentlemen 
here  or  elsewhere  may  present  to  the  con- 
ridmUon  of  Oongress,  I  must  be  pennitted  to 
^saent  and  enter  my  protest.  As  a  member 
<^  the  GtKnimttee  on  Manufaotnrea  I  cordially 
apee  to  tiie  naohttioa  snhmitted  to  the  l&Hise^ 
"tiiat  it  was  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  revise 
Oe  tariff  law  of  1838."  I  then  believed  and 
now  befieve,  that  jnstice  to  the  maauGiotarers 
aadaoond  foUof  req)idEed  tiie  v^nastoa  ot 
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furtiier  legi^alion  at  this  time.  These  are, 
however,  articles  which  have  become  neces- 
saries of  life  from  th«r  common  use,  such  as 
tea,  oofifee,  aSk.  Ac,  which  an  not  grown  or 
maunfactured  in  tins  oountry,  or,  if  so,  to  a 
very  limited  extent,  and  not  mterfering  with 
t^e  domestic  industry  of  the  natim.  'Bj 
reducing  the  duties  on  the  articles  I  have  men- 
tioned, you  will  relieve  the  people  from  several 
millions  of  indirect  taxation,  and  retain  in  your 
Treasury  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  tiie  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  Government 

There  are  two  ntuations  in  which  Govern- 
ments,  like  individuals,  are  frequently  utmost : 
in  adverdty,  with  a  heavy  debt  hanging  over 
them,  and  in  prosperity,  suddenly  and  unex- 
pectedly acquired ;  in  the  (me  case,  pressed  to 
discharge  wdms  out  of  their  power  to  mee^ 
tiiey  prevaricate,  and  reftue  Jvitioe  when  it  ia 
due ;  in  the  other,  tiuai  ftmils  are  profusely 
squandered  and  thmr  money  lavished  upon  un- 
important and  useless  objects.  The  latter  is  tS^ 
present  ritoatioa  of  this  Government  Yon 
have  an  oveifiowing  Treasury,  and  yon  know 
not  what  to  do  with  your  surplus  ftinds.  Now, 
sir,  as  I  sm  one  of  tiiose  who  do  not  consider 
a  national  debt  to  be  a  ;iational  blessing,  I  pro- 
pose to  discharge  your  national  debt — ^pay  off 
every  BLbilliTin; — ^take  up  the  last  bond ;  it  will 
be  the  bnghteBt  star  in  the  galaxy  of  your 
renown.  Inhibit  to  the  wond  the  bright 
examine  of  a  nation,  not  rizty  years  ud, 
having  passed  through  two  expensive  and 
lengthy  wars,  and  free  of  debt  When  that 
shafi  be  aocomptiabed,  (and  we  are  assured  it 
will  be  iu  a  few  years,)  oar  mannfaetorera  will 
have  acquired  strength  sufficiwt  to  compete 
witii  their  foreign  opponenta,  and  will  them- 
selves unite  in  the  propriety  of  a  gradual  bnt 
certain  reduction  of  duties  until  the  revenue 
shall  only  be  equal  to  the  necessities  of  the 
GovMimient,  and  the  people  relieved  from  heavy 
burdens. 

Ur.  Anoxl  Bud  it  was  with  great  diffidence 
he  rose  to  address  the  oommitt&e.  It  was  his 
first  attempt  to  speak  upon  that  floor,  and  it  was 
with  much  difficult  he  had  riuaed  ms  oonrage 
to  the  speaking  point  We  have  been  semal 
dftya  (said  Mr.  A.)  engaged  in  the  disoosdon 
of  thb  bin.  I  have  Ibtened  with  striut  and 
painfrd  attention  to  liie  arguments  urged  in 
favor  of  its  passage.  I  have  witnessed,  with 
astonishment  and  with  alarm,  the  ardent  zeal 
with  which  its  friends  are  hurried  forward. 
Beluctant  as  I  have  been  to  engage  in  this  di»- 
oos^on,  I  could  not  dt  here  quietiy,  and  in 
silence  see  the  screws  turned  upon  the  people. 
I  could  not  see  burdens  nqjuaUy  and  unwar- 
rantably imposed  upon  my  ooostituenta,  without 
protesting  agunst  it 

I  consider  this  syetem  of  Iwislation  omel, 
nqjuBt  and  ^^qtreisive.  I  eonrider  it  as  fisa^t 
iritii  the  most  daiwerons  tendency,  and  as  l«id- 
ing  to  the  most  disastrous  consequences.  My 
fiadii^is  are  such,  that  1  cannot  repress  them 
when  I  see  the  froits  of  huust  Indostry  abont 
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to  be  coined  into  dollars  and  cents,  and  sqaan- 
dered  hy  a  profli^te  hand  npon  prcgects  which 
are  useless  and  idle.  I  have  prepared  an 
amendment  to  this  biU,  whioh  I  intend  to  offer 
at  a  proper  time,  if  the  motion  to  strike  oot  the 
first  section  doea  not  prevaiL  If  gentlemen 
are  determined  to  force  the  bill  through,  right 
or  wrong — ^if  thej  are  determined  to  plonaer 
the  Treasury,  and  pnrsne  a  coarse  of  pnblio 
rapine,  I  fed  anxions  that  the  State  of  New 
York  shonld  not  participate  in  the  disgrace. 
I  believe  this  is  the  first  attempt  of  this  Got- 
emment  to  force  her  system  of  road-making 
into  that  State.  The  sinall  section  of  this  road 
which  is  to  be  located  within  her  limits,  appears 
to  be  intended  as  an  offer  of  earnest-money,  to 
bind  her  to  the  nnhallowed  compact.  I  pro- 
test against  the  irhdle  system,  and  parUcolarly 
against  tills  attempt  to  contaminate  that  State. 
Snotdd  this  bill  plus  In  its  present  shape,  I 
should  consider  the  intrasion  into  onr  territory 
as  a  bane  to  onr  prosperity,  a  poison  to  onr 
happiness,  and  the  destmction  of  onr  traoqnilU- 
ty.  As  soon  as  an  opportunity  shall  oner,  I 
will  more  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  ont  the 
words  "  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of  Now  York," 
and  inserting  "the  northern  boundary  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania^ "  This  amendment 
would  exclude  New  York  from  the  bill  and 
from  its  contamination.  We  ask  not,  nor  do 
we  need,  your  ud  in  the  construction  of 
our  roads  and  canals.  We  desire  you  to  con- 
fine yonrself  to  your  proper  sphere  of  legisla- 
tacm,  and  not  to  interfere  with  the  internal 
regolations  of  our  State.  We  will  willingly 
and  eheerfiilly  pay  the  taxes  and  bear  all 
the  bnrdmis  wmch  yon  may  c<»iBtttati(mally 
impose  npon  ns ;  we  will  not  rebel — we  wilt 
raise  no  insurrection — we  will  not  threaten  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union ;  but  when  you  oppress 
UB  by  your  ui^nst,  nnauthorized,  andpartial 
l^isfation,  we  will  tell  you  of  it.  We  will 
boldly  and  fearlessly  protest  against  your  en- 
croachments, and  we  will  not  withhold  our 
remonstrances  when  yon  extend  the  arm  of 
oppression  over  us.  We  will  tell  you  of  our 
wrongs ;  as  an  independent  State,  we  will  assert 
our  r%htB ;  and  w  e  will  never  haag  about  yonr 
halls  w  l^islatioo,  in  the  character  snppli- 
oants  and  beggars,  watching  for  the  cramba 
that  may  &11  from  your  table. 

Following  ihe  example  of  gentlemen  who 
have  preceded  me  in  opposition  to  this  bill, 
I  will  refrain  from  discussing  the  constitutional 

Eiwer  of  this  Government  over  the  subject  of 
ternal  improvement.  The  arguments  upon 
that  subject  have  been  worn  tbrMd-bare ;  they 
have  been  ag^  and  again  repeated ;  the  sub- 
ject has  been  exhausted  in  the  hands  of  abler 
men,  and  I  fed  myself  incompetent  to  shed 
additional  light  npon  the  qnesUon.  The  <mus- 
tion  to  discoBS  the  oonantational  qnesUon  in 
this  debate  appears  to  have  been  aasnmed  by  the 
Iriends  of  the  bill  as  the  giving  ot  a  cognovit  to 
their  daim  of  ocHutitntionu  power.  Bit^  1 
wish  those  gentlemen  expressly  to  undrestand 


me  as  not  yielding  my  assent  to  their  constitu- 
tional doctrines.  I  wish  thwn  to  understand 
that  I  si^  no  cognovit  to  their  unfounded 
claim,  hat  that  I  insist  that  if  this  bill  becomes 
a  law,  that  law  will  be  the  ofibpring  of  usurped 
anthoiity. 

Chsntlemen  have  aatd  that  OongresL  by  ita 
enaotmenta,  has  settled  the  constitnuraul  power 
of  the  Government  in  relation  to  internal  im- 
provements. Can  Congress  confer  a  new  pow- 
er? Oan  Congress  rule  the  constitution  t  Ihiat 
instrument  wsa  designed  to  control  the  powers 
of  Congress.  Can  one  act  of  usurpation  be 
pleaded  as  authority  to  justify  the  comnusnon 
of  another?  No.  The  constitution  remains 
what  it  was  in  the  beginning — it  is  the  same  now 
that  it  was  at  the  time  of  its  ratification  by  && 
States.  It  remains  unaltered,  nor  can  it  be 
altered  bnt  by  the  oonsent  of  three*fimrtha  <tf 
the  States.  For  that  Instrument  I  entertain  the 
highest  vmeration.  I  will  not  suffer  myself  to 
trample  np<Hi  its  anthwity.  Each  Infractlcni 
of  its  provirions  by  C<mgress  is  a  signal  for  the 
downfall  of  onr  liberties. 

This  bill  is  entitled  "  a  bill  for  constructing  a 
road  from  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
by  the  way  of  Washington,  to  the  city  of  New 
Orleans."  When  I  look  into  the  provisions  of 
this  bill — when  I  see  the  stretch  of  authority 
there  attempted — when  I  consider  the  profligate 
expenditure  of  money  it  proposes — when  I 
reflect  upon  the  harden  it  casts  upon  the  people 
— when  I  view  its  partiality,  its  cruelty,  ita 
ii^nstice,  and  its  nsnrpstoon,  ud  .compare  all 
with  the  constitutional  powors  of  this  Govem- 
ment,  the  title  strikee  me  as  being  inappro- 
priate. The  titie  is  wrong.  It  shoola  be 
entitied  "  a  bill  to  construct  a  road  from  the 
liberties  of  the  country,  1^  the  way  of  Wash- 
ington, to  despotism." 

It  is  not  a  road  which  the  interest  of  the 
countiy  calls  for ;  the  public  good  doea  not  re- 
quire it  Gentlemen  have  said  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  safe  and  ea^  transportation  of  the 
mail,  for  the  marching  of  troops,  for  com- 
mercial intenioarse,  for  the  advancement  of 
national  prosperi^,  and  the  promotion  of  the 
general  weUwe;  but  when  yon  contrast  its 
advantages  with  the  prinf^lea  jxpoa  which  it  is 
to  be  ooDstmoted,  with  the  cost  of  its  construo- 
Uon  and  perpetual  reptirs,  it  looks  more  like  a 
KHul  to  ruin  than  a  road  to  ease  and  safety.  I 
have  an  abhorrenoe  to  this  qiedesof  le^slation 
that  I  cannot  overcome ;  it  has  grown  out  of 
long  r^eotion  and  a  oarefril  consideration  of 
the  sul^eot  Its  tendency  is  pernicious;  it 
begets  collision  and  strife ;  it  produces  heart- 
bumiag  and  ill  blood  between  different  St^es 
and  sections  of  the  Union.  These  effects  do 
and  will  unavoidably  attend  it.  If;  in  estimat- 
ing the  oonseqnences,  I  have  come  to  an  erro- 
neous cMiclusKm,  I  have  to  regret  It.  The  car- 
reetness  of  my  oondudcm  ^ipeara  to  be  sop- 
pofted  by  the  aenutivmess  mamfeated  by  gentie* 
men  in  this  House  whenever  this  aniyect  is 
ftgtt**^.  Bqvenotaeetbewanntbof&elinc 
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and  heat  of  temi>er  it  elicits)  Its  discoBsion 
ealls  up  the  image  of  discord,  and  exhibits  an 
acrimoDj  of  feeling  and  temper,  whioh  spends 
itself  in  accusing  invective  and  keen  replj.  It 
ahonld  be  onr  bnshiess  here  to  harmonize,  and 
not  to  distract ;  we  should  avoid  tiiose  subjects 
which  set  in  motion  the  discordant  feelings  of 
sectional  interests.  It  shoold  be  onr  aim  to 
strengthen  the  cord  of  nnion,  and,  bj  a  kind 
and  oonoiliadng  exercise  of  onr  I^^slative 
fonetiona,  aecnre  the  oonfldence  and  attachment 
of  tiie  people  and  of  the  States. 

Partial  appropriationa  beget  Jealonsj-  and  dis- 
trnst,  and  destroy  confldenoe  in  Govenunent 
The  people  will  not  rest  qnietl7  nnder  oppres- 
won,  when  they  see  the  fhiit  of  their  hard 
earnings  bestowed  npon  objects  in  which  they 
have  no  interest,  and  which  are  in  themselves 
worse  than  useless.  They  will  complain ;  their 
attachments  will  be  alienated,  and  the  federal 
power  become  odions. 

This  bill  appropriates  fifteen  hnndred  dollars 
per  mile  for  the  constmction  of  this  road ;  the 
length  of  the  road  is  great  enongb  to  swell  the 
sum  Impropriated  to  two  millions  five  hundred 
thoosimd  dollan.  This  Is  bnt  the  b^;inning  of 
the  expenditure.  This  sum  bears  about  the 
same  proportion  to  the  nltljnate  cost  of  oon- 
*  stmction,  repurs,  &c,  when  the  whole  shall  be 
completed,  as  the  title  page  of  a  book  does  to 
the  whole  volume.  This  two  and  a  half  mil- 
lions is  but  a  single  instalment,  the  payment  of 
which  Is  to  be  repeated  year  after  year,  by 
appropriations  after  appropriation,  through  a 
series  of  years,  to  terminate  the  Lord  knows 
where.  I  have  not  heard  it  contended,  ev^ 
by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  the  proposed 
appropriation  will  cover  the  cost  of  the  work, 
^tim  the  description  given  of  the  country  over 
whioh  the  road  1b  to  pass,  the  streams  that 
intersect  its  coarse,  tlie  swamps  and  "tiie  qnag^ 
mires  which  lie  in  its  way,  it  is  evident  that 
the  eost  per  mile  will  far  exceed  the  sum  per 
ndle  expended  npon  the  Cumberland  road.  The 
length  of  the  Oumberland  road  now  completed 
falls  short  of  one-sixth  the  distance  embraced 
by  the  road  nnder  consideration,  and  our  stat- 
utes ten  OS  that  upwards  of  three  millions 
have  been  expended  upon  that  work. 

This  two  and  a  half  millions  is  to  be  taken 
from  the  avails  of  the  revenue.  Nearly  one-half 
lite  revenue  is  collected  at  the  city  of  New 
York :  the  citizens  of  that  State,  by  the  con- 
sompUoa  of  articles  sntjeet  to  dntiea,  pay 
■boot  one-oxUi  part  of  the  whole  revenue. 
Hie  appraptial&Jia  in  the  bill  will  impose  a  tax 
of  at  least  nmr  hundred  thousand  dollars  npon  the 
State  of  New  York,  which  mnst  he  taken  ftvm 
the  pockets  of  her  citizens.  The  frnit  of  their 
labor,  under  the  screwing  operations  of  this 
Grovemment,  must  be  taken  from  tiiem,  and 
expended  npon  this  sublime  and  magoincent 
road ;  a  road  which  they  will  never  travel,  and 
which,  whilst  it  forms  a  drain  upon  their 
purses,  will  never  retnm  a  farthing  into  them. 
The  passage  of  this  bill  will  say  to  the  citizens 


[H.  or  B 

of  New  York,  "  p^  fonr  hnndred  thousand 
dollars  as  a  tribute  to  onr  power,  and  prepare 
yourselves  to  meet  fatore  exactions  of  a  similar 
character,  when  we  see  fit  to  make  them." 

'Kte  sum  to  be  extracted  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  by  this  single  appropriation,  is 
9u£Bcient  in  amount  to  enable  that  State,  could 
she  control  it,  to  accomplish  some  of  her  most 
useful  and  favorite  plans  of  internal  improve- 
ment,' and  this  is  to  be  bari«red  away  for  a  few 
miles  <tf  a  great  national  road,  cutting  through 
a  comer  ai  her  territory. 

Let  any  gentleman  look,  for  a  moment,  at 
the  operation  of  this  scheme,  and  then  tell  me 
whether  he  will  have  the  hardihood  to  ask  a 
New  Yorker  to  vote  for  this  bill.  No,  air,  I 
will  not  violato  the  public  trust  reposed  in  me : 
I  will  not  prostitute  my  vote  to  the  surrender- 
ing of  the  rights  of  the  State.  I  will  resist  this 
attempt  to  force  the  shackles  npon  her.  Were 
this  a  work  of  utility,  and  did  there  exist  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  its  advancing  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  the  hardship-  would  not  be  so 

Seat;  but  1  repeat  what  my  colleague  (Mr. 
onell)  has  stia^  the  project  is  wild,  visionary, 
idle,  and  useless. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  State  of  New  York 
applied  to  this  Govenunent  for  assistance  in 
oonstmcting  her  canal.  Her  then  contem- 
plated work  was  of  a  national  character ;  it  was 
no  less  than  the  connecting,  by  a  navigable 
communication,  of  the  waters  of  the  great 
western  lakes  with  tiie  Hudson  River,  and  unit- 
ing navigable  waters  extending  from  the  Atlan- 
tic two  tiiousand  miles  into  the  interior.  What 
was  your  answer  to  this  application  ?  Notwith- 
standing the  important  Imk  this  work  was  to 
form,  notwithst^ding  the  increase  of  com- 
merce it  was  to  create,  and  notwithstanding 
the  vast  facilities  it  was  to  affiird,  yon,  in  yonr 
warUke  and  other  operations,  tdd  her  that  yon 
had  not  the  oonstitntioDal  power  to  appropriate 
the  ftmds  of  the  nation  to  purposes  of  internal 
improvement.  New  York  was  satisfied  with 
your  answer ;  she  neither  murmured  nor  com- 
plained, ^e  had  too  mu<^  patriotism,  and  too 
jttst  a  sense  of  your  limited  authority,  to  press 
you  to  a  violation  of  that  sacred  compact  which 
forms  our  bond  of  union.  Taking  yon  at  your 
word,  she  believed  you  had  decided  in  good 
faith  upon  her  application,  and  she  believed 
that  your  decision  would  stand  as  a  controlling 
precedent  in  all  ramilar  cases.  Upon  the  failh 
of  this  understanding,  she  resorted  to  her  own 
enerfpes,  and,  through  a  wise,  prudent,  and 
persevering  policy,  she  has  accomplished  her 
grand  design,  and  astonished  the  world  by  her 
success.  She  has  taxed  herself  for  this  im- 
provement :  her  own  resources  have  met  the 
current  expense,  and  this  Government  has  not 
been  annoyed  by  beggarly  applications  for  her 
relief.  Whilst  she  has  been  expending  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  for  these  objects,  and  resting 
upon  her  own  means  to  extingnish  the  cost,  you 
have  been  lavishing  the  national  funds  upon 
interior  projects  in  other  8eoti<nis  of  the  Union ; 
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the  ntUitf  of  all  of  wbich  combined,  will  not 
compare  with  what  she  has  effected. 

Since  the  wisdom  of  this  QovenimeQt  baa 
fftthomed  the  depths  of  Its  power,  reversed  its 
Bolenm  deoimon,  and  entered  the  field  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  New  Tork  has  been  nnder- 

SoiDg  a  double  taxation.  She  baa  met  the 
eniands  for  her  own  improTementB,  and  been 
crneUy  compelled  to  pay  far  the  one-cdzth  of 
yottra.  Aooimnlatin^  bardeiu  impresa  htf; 
she  finds  her  hands  tied,  and  her  Treaanry  ex- 
haoaCed.  She  is  compelled  to  impose  a  direct 
tax  npon  her  citizens,  to  meet  the  cnrrent  ex- 
penses of  her  Government,  and  to  suspend  the 
prosecntiom  of  some  of  her  &Torite  worta.  In 
this  embarrassiugstate  of  her  finances,  and  whilst 
deploring  her  want  of  means  neceesarj  for 
the  further  proseoation  of  her  favorite  plana^  yon 
threaten,  in  addition  to  yoar  former  exactions, 
to  rifie  her  of  four  handred  thoosand  dollars 
by  this  bill,  and  to  perpetuate  yonr  oppression. 

Sir,  I  hope  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  this  biU  will  prttv^ :  ii  it  does  not, 
I  will  <dEbr  tiie  amenibnent  I  nuntinted,  at  the 
earliest  opportonity. 

As  a  rqvesentadTe  fit»n  the  State  of  New 
York,  I  protest  against  the  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  pass  this  bill  into  a  lav.  I  protest 
against  its  partiality,  and  against  its  prodigal 
waste  of  the  pnblle  treasure.  New  York  baa 
patiently  and  quietly  borne  all  the  bordeoa  you 
nave  caiit  upon  her.  Her  attachment  to  the 
Union  forbids  the  thought  of  estran^ng  herself 
from  you.  She  aaka  you  to  return  to  those 
principles  which  governed  your  councils  in  de- 
ciding her  application. 

If  yon  have  a  surplus  in  your  Treasoiy,  she 
aaka  you  to  apply  it  to  the  pwment  of  your 
naticmal  debt,  sud,  when  that  uiall  ham  been 
done,  if  a  anrploa  adil  rem^  she  aaka  yon  for 
a  just  and  equal  distribntiott. 

Should  you  refuse  this  request,  and  con- 
tinue your  present  system  of  le^slation,  Kjgard- 
lesa  of  her  rights,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  she 
will  take  it  most  unkindly. 

Mr.  Pbttis  now  withdrew  the  motion  which 
he  made  some  days  ago,  to  strike  out  the  en- 
acting clause  of  we  bill,  having  at  first  made  it 
to  enable  gentlemen  to  discuss  the  gBoenl 
merits,  fna  of  the  amendmente  proposed. 

Vt.  Obaio,  of  Virginia,  regretted  that  the 
motion  was  witiidrawn,  as  he  tiiought  it  dedr- 
sUa  to  see  whether  there  was  a  mi^Qntj  for 
tiie  bUl,  before  the  amendmeato  were  taken  up. 

ID-.  Stobss,  of  New  York,  renewed  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  ont  the  enacting  claose,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  offer  his  reasons  for  buog  opposed 
to  this  bill,  althouf^h  now  and  always  an  advo- 
cate of  the  constitutional  power  of  internal 
improvement. 

Mr.  BouLDiH  had  no  prepared  speech  to 
make  on  the  subject ;  he  bad  no  note  of  what 
had  been  said  ou  it  by  others ;  but  the  deep  in- 
terest felt  by  those  who  sent  me  here,  (sud 
Mr.  fi.,)  in  tiie  questiim  now  nndtt  oonsiderap 
tion — an  intcarest  £alt  by  them  in  oommon  with 


aU  the  irowers  of  cotton,  rioe,  and  tobacco,  in 
this  Union,  forbids  that  I  should  give,  entire- 
ly, a  silent  vote.  The  evils,  both  moral  and 
political,  which  must  and  will  arise  from  carry- 
ing the  principle  of  this  into  practical  effect, 
from  execntiug  a  general  scheme  of  intern^ 
improvement,  have  be^n  set  forth  so  clearly  by 
nay  coileagne,  QSr.  Babbouk,)  the  inexpediency 
of  the  propoacu  measure  proved  by  argnments 
80  strong  and  clear,  that  nothing  would  be 
needed  to  exemplify,  extend,  or  apply  his  views, 
were  I  able  to  execute  such  a  task.  And  aa  it 
regards  the  road  now  proposed,  from  Buffido, 
by  the  way  of  Washington,  to  New  Qfieaoa,  if 
any  thing  had  been  wanting  to  prove  its  inutility, 
I  had  almost  said  its  absurdity,  when  compved 
witii  its  cost,  the  same  has  been  most  amply 
supplied  by  the  gentieman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Stobbs,)  who,  Uiough  a  friend  to  tiie  principle 
of  the  bill,  proves  that  the  measure  itadf  is  any- 
thing else  rather  than  wisdom.  I  have  but  a  sin- 
gle ^ditional  view  of  this  case  to  present  to  this 
committee.  Sir,  my  constitnents,  together  with 
the  growers  of  tiro-thirds  <tf  the  vhole  exports 
of  tms  Union,  have  regarded  and  do  regard  the 
proceedings  of  the  present  Congress  with  mnoh 
anxiety.  Upon  their  minds  the  conviction  that 
an  unequal  share  of  the  public  burdens  are  laid 
on  them^  is  deep-rooted :  it  is  an  opinion  fixed 
as  fate,  it  has  been  well  and  long  examined; 
every  fact  and  circumstance  belonging  to  it  has 
been  viewed  and  reviewed,  patientiy  and  dili- 
gently, and  has  been  presented,  here  and  else- 
where, in  a  light  so  clear,  that,  aa«t  appears  to 
me,  nothing  but  tiie  potent  ^ect  of  real  or 
supposed  interest  comd  prcv^it  tiie  nu^ority 
(to  wh(Hn  I  now  address  myself)  from  seeing 
it  as  it  Is.  And  tiiough  I  may  be  truly  torn 
that  interest  has  as  binding  an  effect  on  one 
side  as  the  other,  the  very  fut  that  we  are 
arranged  on  dififmnt  odes,  according  to  our 
general  occupationa,  proves  the  unequal  opera- 
tion of  our  present  revenue  laws.  The  major- 
ity, I  know,  call  the  protecting  duties  the  Amer- 
ican system,  and  say  it  is  good ;  and  for  them, 
it  may  seem  so.  I  sliaU  not  enter  the  lists 
agiunst  their  formed,  their  nourished  opinions, 
based  as  they  are  on  ^paroit  interest;  it 
would  be  a  hopeless  task  indeed.  But  I  may,  X 
think,  safely  a&k  this  committee  to  believe,  that, 
in  tiie  opinion  of  the  whole  southern  country, 
(except  the  sugar  planters,)  they  are  unequally 
taxed ;  and  I  s^d  that  tiie  movoDentB  in  this 
Congress  were  regarded  by  tiiem  with  deep 
BoUcitnde ;  they  looked,  sir,  with  anxiety  for 
the  President's  Message ;  they  had  no  right  to 
e^>ect  from  him  an  abandomQeot  of  the  tariff 
pnnciple;  they  knew,  when  they  voted  for 
him,  that  lus  opinions  were  witii  tiie  majority 
on  that  point ;  they,  therefore,  did  not  expect 
him  to  recommend  a  system  of  taxation,  by 
which  they  would  be  required  to  pay  no  more 
than  their  eqoal  share  of  the  public  burdens ; 
but  they  did  expect  him  to  recommend  a  modi- 
fication of  the  present  law  on  that  sul^eot; 
they  were  not  <^f$p(toted :  they  had  a  ri^t 
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to  demand  of  him,  aad  of  that  in  this 
modifioatioii  tiuax  iDterests  ahoold  be  regarded. 
Tea,  nr,  and  that  their  opinioni,  too,  shoold 
have  their  due  weight;  here,  ur,  the  message 
ia  alio  as  it  should  be :  for  the  sake  of  harmony 
in  cor  national  councils,  an  abandonment  of  the 
■eheme  of  internal  improvement  ia  distinctly 
recommended.  But  toe  indications  of  the 
temper  of  the  House  on  those  two  points  are 
ealcolated  to  increase  the  anxietj  of  the  South 
to  prodace  alarm  in  their  minds.  A  bill  to 
mooify  the  tariff  in  the  spirit  of  the  message, 
was  reported  by  the  Oomnuttee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  It  was  kicked  ont  with  indignity 
by  this  Honse,  and  by  most  of  the  same  votes ; 
*  a  most  alanning  liberality  in  api^opriations 
is  obawnUe.  Shall  the  entire  payment  of 
the  pnblkj  debt  give  iu  no  relief  t  I  beg 
the  committee  to  pause,  and  think  of  this 
matter ;  we  have  no  hope  for  jnatice,  we  look 
not  for  eqoaUty  of  taxation.  This  mequality 
we  ham  btnne,  and  (to  be  ^>plied  totbe  neces- 
eary  expenses  of  Government)  we  will  bear  it 
eo  long  as  it  is  tolerable :  nor  will  I  attempt  to 
mark  the  UmitB  to  which  Vii^la  will  go. 
Whatsoever  can  be  done  by  heroic  fortitade,  all 
that  can  be  dictated  by  love  of  this  Union,  by 
her  dear  perception  of  her  deep  interest  in  it, 
will  be  done.  But  I  pray  yon,  do  not  declare 
to  ber  that  Uie  present  inequality  of  taxatiim 
■hall  not  <»ly  remain,  as  it  re^>eot8  ^pnqior- 
tfama,  but  shall  be  l^t  up,  aa  it  r^arda  also  its 
aaovnt.  It  Is  not  sufficient  t6  answer  that 
ineqnalitiy  is  imaginary.  Thel^:islator8  of 
this  land  cannot  wisely,  they  cannot  safejy, 
disr^ard  the  deliberate,  settled  opinions  of  the 
srowwa  oi  two-thirds  of  its  exports.  This 
ioterert  is  too  powerful  in  wealUi,  nmnbers, 
and  taleots,  to  be  thus  treated.  I  ask  not,  I  do 
not  insinuate,  that  the  decision  of  this  question 
i&to  be  left  to  them.  Ko,  sir;  this  whole  sab- 
ject  is  to  be  weighed  md  decided  by  the  major- 
ity, who  feel  not  the  interest  and  partake  not 
of  the  opinions  of  the  population  alluded  to. 
I  adc  that  nuflorify,  in  A-anuDg  thor  own  <roin- 
mons,  to  qwead  out  this  whtue  eoonCry  bcnbre 
Oix&r  mind  B  eye.  You  know  that  sore  r^esa- 
neaa  exi^  if  yon  will  not,  ud  think  you  oaa- 
not  appewe  it.  It  is  unwise,  it  is  unsafe,  to 
kKwease  it.  The  arguments  which  the  oom- 
nuttee have  h^srd  from  others,  prove  clearly 
thmt  tlus  road  could  get  but  few  votes  in  its 
&Tor,  upon  a  ample  comparison  of  public  and 
genenl  utility  with  its  cost  The  abstract  prin- 
ciple of  internal  improvement  with  its  connec- 
tion with  the  Amencan  system  (as  it  is  called) 
is  to  carry  the  bill  if  carried  at  all.  Should 
this  bill  pass,  I  should  r^ard  It  as  conclusive, 
that  the  purpose  of  this  Qovemment,  to  keep 
the  pieieiit  grin^ng  appnaAim.  ai  the  South 
op  to  its  wesoit  amoont,  ia  fixed.  I  have  an 
mwflil  fBwng  on  tiiis  pt^t.  I  know  well  the 
o^moia  ot  mj  own  oonstitoents,  and  we  all 
know  that  ooa  oommon  feeling,  on  this  suUect, 
pervades  the  wboto  aouthem  country.  They 
cunot,  for  one  monent,  be  iupeA  into  the 
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belief  that  the  inequality  they  are  subje<^ed  to, 
is,  under  any  droumstances,  to  be  made  to  them 
by  the  dlsbursemeDts  of  the  Qovemment.  The 
best,  the  most  they  oould  hope  for,  under  the 
operation  of  this  internal  improvement  system, 
is  an  effect  sometimes  seen  in  the  conduct  of  a 
speculator,  who,  findhig  that  the  stock  on  hand 
has  fallen  in  price,  goes  on  purchasing  on  a 
falling  market,  whereby  he  lowers  the  average, 
but  increases  his  loss.  So  long,  therefore,  as 
the  southern  coootry  pays  two  dollars  tax  for 
every  one  dollar  of  that  tax  that  is  piud  into  the 
Treasury,  will  it  be  pMn  to  them  that,  even  on  an 
equal  application  of  the  revenue  to  all  parts  of 
tiie  Umon,  they  will  be  losers  one  hundred  per 
cent ;  but  they  know  they  are  to  lose  more, 
niey  have  no  mrrant  for  the  belief  that  those 
who  now  see  not  that  they  are  un^ually  taxe^ 
will  ever  be  less  unequal  in  the  i^plioati<n  of 
the  proceeds.  Shonld  any  thing  be  done  in 
their  country,  under  the'  name  of  internal  im- 
provement, tiiey  well  do  know  that,  for  every 
dollar  thus  received,  they  will  pay  five ;  and 
from  the  manner  each  works  must  and  will  be 
executed,  their  own  contributions  to  the  partic- 
ular work  itself  will  enseed  its  value.  But, 
sir,  if  this  bill  passes,  they  see  not  in  it  a  dis- 
poation  to  ^ve  them  one  dollar  in  five  of  their 
own  jnoney.  They  cannot  r^axd  the  money 
aa  appropriated  to  open  the  road.  No,  sir; 
ibey  will  believe  that  the  road  is  to  be  opened 
to  fmpropriato  the  money.  I  dudl  say  nothing 
<^  the  want  ui  lawM  power  whidi  should  now 
h<dd  our  hand.  Beasons,  good,  for  decliniag  to 
argue  that  question  here,  were  stated  in  the 
opening  pf  the  debate.  But  the  deep,  the 
settied  opinion  of  the  South,  that  they  are 
oppressed,  becomes  a  matter  of  more  serious 
consequences,  when  you  take  into  view  their 
eqnally  settled  opinion,  that  the  oppression 
arises  from  the  exertion  of  unauthoriml  pow- 
er in  the  manner  the  taxes  are  laid.  This  mode 
of  continuing  these  taxes,  or  increasing  them,  is 
also  by  them  regarded  as  unc(mstituti<maL  The 
state  of  feeling  and  of  opinion  thus  entertained 
by  the  South,  I  wish  taken  up  and  eondderedaa 
a  anbstsative  argument  in  itself  nnoomieoted 
with  the  idea  of  its  being  well  or  ill  founded. 
Yon  cannot  say  it  is  capricious;  you  cannot 
say  it  is  entitled  to  no  respect ;  the  opinion  has 
been  long  fixed,  it  is  identifieid  with  the  soil ; 
it  is  now,  and  always  has  been,  the  deliberate 
conviction  of  many  of  the  clearest  heads  and 
soundest  hearts  of  this  or  any  other  country. 
It  pervades  a  large,  a  powerful  section  of  coun- 
try, marked  out  by  natural  boundaries.  The 
lawgiver  who  aote  in  contempt  or  disregard  of 
opinions,  thus  situated,  acts  unwisely ;  he  treads 
on  danger'a  ^ddy  brink,  Mr.  Jefferson  is  often 
dted  as  autiiority  here  on  all  ddea ;  the  fixed 
oplzdon  of  New  En^and  caused  hfan  to  give  up 
the  mnbargo.  The  opiidm  of  Massaohns^its 
was  not  more  firmly  or  warmly  set  agidnst  the 
embargo,  than  is  that  of  the  whole  South 
ag^nst  the  tariff,  and  this  mode  of  contannmg 
or  increadng  it.  Our  federative  ^^em  is  anp- 
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posed  to  be  wisel;*  contrived  to  seonre  aa  mnch 
of  energy  as  is  consistent  with  tbepreserTation 
oi  liberty ;  bat,  sir,  the  law^ver  who  acts  on 
these  States  as  oue  compact  whole,  and  resarda 
not  the  opinions,  naj,  the  pr^ndlces  of  large 
compact  minorities,  knows  nothing  of  the  spirit 
in  which  the  oonstitation  was  formed,  or  the 
practical  administratioD  bj  wbloh  oar  nid<ni, 
under  it,  can  be  preeerred. 

ilx.  W.  B.  Sbkpaxd  said  he  did  not  rise  at 
ffaat  late  boar,  with  any  desire  of  entering  fhlly 
into  the  diaoasdon  of  the  snUect  b^Eiore  tiie 
(XHnmittee.  I  have  (said  Hr.  S.)  no  sncb  un- 
charitable intention ;  I  merely  wish  to  explun 
tbe  reasons  why  I  should  give  the  vote  I  intend 
to  do  on  this  occasion.  And  this,  sir,  wonld 
be  annecessary ;  bat,  represoitiDgthe  section  of 
eoimtry,  and  holding  tne  opinions  which  I  do, 
my  motives  might  ouierwise  be  misanderstood. 
Perhaps' in  the  course  of  my  observations  I  may 
be  indaced  to  take  a  short  excnrsion  along  ^is 
road,  with  the  view  of  picking  up  a  few  strag- 
glers by  the  way  side.  This  subject  has  been 
discossed  upon  two  grounds— its  ocHUtttutiou- 
alltf  and  its  ntllily.  1  had  hoped,  after  the 
abandonmeat  of  the  ooiudtanonal  ground  of 
^ection  by  the  b<»ioraUe  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  we  should  have  taken  the  question  as 
settled,  Uiat  the  General  Govermnent  have  the 
right  to  prosecote  works  of  improvement  with- . 
in  the  bounds  of  the  several  States. 

[Here  Mr.  Barboub  interrupted  Mr,  B.,  and 
denied  he  had  abandoned  that  ground.] 

I  have  no  intention  of  roaming  over  the  nn- 
inerons  reasons  why  the  General  Govemmeot 
has  this  power ;  bat  would  merely,  observe, 
that  it  is  very  surprising  to  see  gentlemen  de- 
nying this  power,  who  admit  outer  construc- 
tions of  a  more  evil  or  daiu;erona  tendency.  It 
is  the  praotioe  of  those  who  advocate  this  re- 
strictive oonstmction  of  the  oonslitution,  to  ap- 
peal to  Ur.  Jefferson  as  to  a  pure  fountun  of 
truth,  undefiled ;  they  catoh  at  the  lightest 
word  which  has  fallen  from  him,  and  regard  it 
as  an  incontrovertible  political  axiom.  And 
yet,  sir,  the  most  remai^able  instance  of  con- 
structive power  ever  assumed  by  this  6ovem- 
ment  was  under  his  administration,  and  by  his 
recommendation.  I  mean  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana.  I  would  ask  those  who  rely  on  this 
authority  for  the  correct  conatroctaon  of  the 
oonstitution,  to  show  me  the  clause  whi<^  gave 
the  power  ta  purdusing  Louisiana  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government ;  and,  if  they  cannot  find  it 
eapreased  toUdan  nm^U,  will  they  stand  up  on 
tikis  floor  and  condemn  that  purchase?  mil 
they  ocmdemn  an  act  which  brought  a  new 
worid  into  existence,  and  opened  the  fertile  and 
prosperons  West  to  the  indaatry  and  enterprise 
of  our  fellow-citizens?  I  mention  this  fact, 
with  no  intention  of  derogating  from  the  well- 
earned  fame  of  Ur.  Jefferson,  bat  as  an  instance 
of  his  practical  oonstraotion  of  the  constitution. 
K  his  opinion  changed,  I  know  of  no  reason 
why  we  should  wander,  even  with  the  divine 
7mo.  It  is  nnneoessarj  to  go  very  remotely 
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back  for  precedents  of  oonstruetive  powers — 
we  can  find  them  sufBciently  numerous  by  duly 
observation  in  this  House.  It  has  not  been 
many  days  since  we  constnied  two  "little 
words  "  into  a  statnte  of  Vir^ia,  in  order  to 
eject  one  member  from  his  seat,  and  put  an- 
other one  in  it.  And  for  this  we  had  the  e£B- 
cient  aid  of  the  honorable  gentieman  from  Yir- 

f'nia,  who  spoke  so  feelingly  agunst  this  bill, 
fi^owed  his  example ;  fw  I  thongfat  his  oon- 
straotion the  rij^t  one,  idthough  the  reasona 
for  it  would  not  be  entirely  satubotory  to  ft 
plain  man,  who  understands  words  by  their 
apparent  meanings.  The  truth  Is,  the  Ck>nstitu- 
tion  of  the  Unit^  States  was  intended  to  save 
the  oountry  from  misery  and  anarchy.  It  is  a  * 
grant  of  enumerated  powers;  powers  which 
could  not  be  very  rigidly  or  smcUy  defined. 
The  wants  of  a  great  and  growing  nation  could 
not  be  anticipMed  or  imagined ;  and  so  long  as 
the  exercise  of  those  powers  tends  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare  and  prosperity,  they  answer  the 
great  end  for  whicn  they  were  designed.  It  is 
immaterial  what  set  of  politioiana  are  called  to 
the  administratis  of  tbis  GoTeniment— thcj 
will  find  themeelTes  oompelled  to  adopt  the 
construction  now  contended  for.  Upon  any 
other,  the  Govonment  may  reel  on  its  feeUe 
oriatenoe  for  a  few  years,  and  finally  be  di»- 
B(dved  by  ita  own  weakneas.  We  have  heard 
(Elusions  made  in  the  coarse  of  this  debate,  to 
those  persons  who  desire  a  grut  and  splendid 
Oovernment,  If  by  a  splendid  Government, 
^ntlemen  mean  a  Government  which  carries 
its.blessings  into  the  remotest  comers  of  its  do- 
minions, which  peoples  its  forests  with  a  living 
and  indnstrioQa  mnftitude,  which  is  huled  with 
'  gratitude  and  joy  in  the  remotest  log  house  be- 
yond the  mountains,  I  am,  sir,  for  a  splendid 
Government.  I  would  r^oice  to  lee  the  dqr 
when  the  name  of  an  American  dtizen,  like 
that  <3i  the  ancient  Bcnnan,  would  be  a  proteo- 
tion  on  every  sea,  and  a  terror  to  tyrants  on 
every  land.  Bat  if  nothing  more  is  meant  than 
a  continual  playing  vrith  the  passions  and  prej- 
udices of  the  people,  for  the  offices  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  leas  we  have  of  such  splendor  the 
better.  To  be  happy  and  free,  we  must  be 
great.  By  greatoess  I  do  not  mean  the  volup- 
tuous splendor  of  an  eastern  monarch,  a  mere 
sensual  eqjoyment,  the  indolence  of  one,  main- 
tained by  ^e  sacrifice  of  millions;  I  mean  that 
greatnefls  which  demands  and  obtains  the  re- 
spect of  the  wwld ;  which  ensnrea  to  the  poor* 
est  dtizen  of  the  oommnnity  p«rs(Hial  aeeority, 
the  meana  of  obtaiDing  plenty,  and  a  fidr  field 
for  the  exercise  of  all  tne  ene^es  oi  his  nature. 
The  most  melancholy  forebodix^  have  been 
indulged  in,  should  we  continue  to  progress 
with  this  system  of  opening  roads,  muing  ca- 
nals, and  deepening  harbors.  The  fate  of  Some 
has  been  brought  before  us,  and  punted  in 
vivid  colors ;  her  passion  for  splendor  has  been 
assigned  as  the  legitimate  cause  of  her  d^ada- 
tion  and  misuy.  Rome  was  a  nation  of  war- 
riors; her  ^Midid  wajn  were  oonatnutedto 
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tnampoit  her  oonqueriog  legions  to  odsIsto  na- 
tions ;  ah«  Hred  by  the  plnader  of  the  world : 
dBq>i^g  ooRunerce  and  the  porsaits  of  civil 
lifti,  she  had  no  oceapation  bat  that  of  war. 
Tba  coiD[MriacHi,  therefore,  is  not  sustained; 
oar  roads  are  intended  to  draw  closer  the  bond 
of  onioD ;  to  drive,  by  a  nearer  and  more  fa- 
miliar intercoaree,  bfU'bariun  and  hostile  feel- 
ings fitom  amoD^  oa ;  to  anito  as,  hj  the  closest 
of  all  ties,  the  tie  of  interest.  Bat,  sir,  shonld 
tills  devont  end  not  be  obt^ed,  shoald  the  son 
of  our  horizon  ran  his  ecliptic  coarse  throagh 
aa  brilliant  a  galaxy  as  that  of  ancient  Rome, 
and  finally  set  in  aa  mild  a  ^lendor  as  that  of 
modom  Italj,  the  land  of  wnenee  and  of  glory, 
this  would  M  better,  &r  better,  tiian  twenty- 
four  pettyjarring,  independent  faibes,  the  natn- 
ral  and  ineritaUe  revolt  of  the  opposite  doctrine. 
In  the  one  ease^  we  may  leave  something  for 
the  stody  and  admiration  of  mankind ;  in  the 
other,  a  great  deal  for  bis  scorn  and  contempt 
Equally  nnfortanate,  in  my  estimation,  was  toe 
allusion  made  to  the  present  condition  of  Eng- 
land. Her  immense  debt,  which  weighs  so 
heavily  upon  the  industry  of  her  people,  was 
not  incurred  by  making  roads  or  cutting  canals, 
bat  In  mmeceasary  wars ;  so  far  from  it,  that 
the  Tery  ezlstenoe  of  that  eonntry  is  now  to  be 
attribntad  to  ita  high  state  ol  ImproTemenL  to 
tiie  fiidlity  of  interoonrae  through  every  seouon, 
by  means  ot  whioh  the  indoat^  of  every  part 
of  the  population  is  w^ted  to  every  quarter  of 
the  world.  By  means  of  tiie  twenty-five  or 
thirty  canals  nniting  the  eastern  with  the  west- 
ern section  of  England,  the  spirit  and  intelligence 
of  the  coital  is  oonveyod  in  a  fruitful  stream 
throoghoat  the  kingdom.  We  have  seen  Eng- 
land, with  a  popniaUon  of  ten  or  fifteen  mU- 
lions,  nmntuning  a  firm  and  invincible  front 
agunst  hostile  Europe.  We  have  seen  her 
warring  in  every  hemisphere,  the  last  refuge 
and  only  hope  of  free  principles  in  the  old 
world  I 

To  what  are  we  to  attribute  this  indomitable 
aplrit  1  And  whence  did  she  draw  the  treasure 
to  sustain  this  protracted  straggle  t   Her  peo- 

Sle,  on  beholdmg  the  land  of  their  birth  ren- 
eied  a  guden,  md  Mideared  by  their  industry, 
would  have  died  sooner  than  have  permitted 
the  spoiler  to  have  entered  their  territory.  In 
Uie  course  of  this  debate,  we  have  beard  the 
remark  of  a  celebrated  British  orator,  *'  that 
the  power  of  the  crown  had  increased,  was  in- 
creasing, and  ought  to  be  diminished,"  applied 
to  thia  Govmwient,  This  nuiy  l>d  true,  sir, 
bat  there  is  no  evidence  of  it.  To  ascertain  if 
tiieire  ia  a  probaUe  ftrandiMion  for  tbe  remark, 
let  ns  look  at  the  ooourrenoes  of  the  last  few 
years.  We  have  seen  an  administration  burled 
mm  its  seat  by  a  ^ntaneons  burst  of  the 
popalar  voice ;  not  because  the  constitution  had 
been  violated,  not  because  the  liberty  of  any 
one  had  been  asstuled,  but  from  a  bare  suspicion 
that  nn&imess  had  been  used  in  preventing  the 
will  of  the  minority.  And  although,  now,  no 
honorable  man  believee  there  was  any  oorrap- 
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tion  in  the  oh<^oe,  though  the  chai^  has  been 
consigned  to  the  "  kennel  of  for^tten  calum- 
nies," the  bare  existeDce  of  this  circnmstanoe  is 
proof  of  the  uncontrolled  and  uncontrollable 
power  of  tbe  people  in  the  administration  of 
this  Government.  Does  not  this  House  duly 
exhibit  that  they  are  trembliugly  slive  to  the 
opinion  of  their  constituents  i  That  the  slight- 
est murmur  of  disapprobation  at  home  sounds 
like  thunder  in  their  ears  !  How,  then,  can  we 
imagine  the  power  of  tbe  Government  is  in- 
creasing f  Are  we  prepared  to  adopt  the  nulli- 
fying notions  that  seem  to  have  struck  so  foroi- 
Uy  tiie  imaginations  of  some  of  our  poUtidans  1 
I  hope  not ;  I  do  not  despur  of  tus  republic, 
bat  nave  great  confidence  in  the  permanence  oi 
our  institutions.  And,  although  I  differ  widely 
from  many  of  tbe  opponents  of  Has  bill,  I  can- 
not vote  for  it,  I  do  not  think  the  expediency 
or  necessi^  of  a  road  from  Buffalo  to  New  Or- 
leans  has  .been  shown  to  tlie  House.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  General  Government  has  the 
power  to  execute  the  work ;  but  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  expend  so  large  a  sum  of  money  as  this 
road  win  require,  for  an  object  the  utility  of 
which  is  so  aoabtfol,  I  will  not  repeat  the  st' 
guments  which  have  just  fallenfrom  the  honw- 
abie  gentleman  from  New  York ;  to  nur  ndnd 
they  are  perfectly  satisfactory  of  the  mexpe- 
dlency  of  this  measure. 

Ifr.  Bahut,  of  Pennsylvania,  nxoke  in  ex- 
planation of  bis  former  remarks,  referred  to  by 
some  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Cabsom  replied  to  some  of  the  remarks 
of  bis  colleague,  Mr.  Sbepabd. 

Mr,  WioKUFFB  moved  that  tbe  committee 
rise,  and  report  tiie  bill,  with  a  view  of  refusing 
leave  to  sit  again,  and  discussing  the  amend- 
ment in  the  House ;  hot 

The  CWr  pronounced  the  motion  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Stobbs  replied  to  some  ^pmarks  of  Ur. 
Bamsbt,  in  reference  to  his  coarse  on  this  lull ; 
and. 

After  some  further  explanation  between  Ifr. 
Shbfabd  and  Mr.  Cabbon, 
The  committee  rose,  on  motion  of  Ur,  Aa- 

OHBR, 
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The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  proposing  to  set  ^art  every  otbw 
Tbnraday  for  such  legislation  aa  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  District  of  Oolumbia. 

After  a  good  deal  of  debate  on  the  part  of 
Messrs.  Spsioirr  and  P.  P.  Babboitx,  against  the 
resolution,  and  Messrs.  Mallakt,  Davis,  and 
Inoebsoll,  in  its  favor,  and  an  inefi^ectnal  at- 
tempt of  Mr.  Babbour  to  lay  it  on  tbe  table, 
the  resolution,  was  adopted — ^yeas  86,  nays  76 
— so  modified  as  to  commence  next  Thorsday. 

Batubdat,  April  8. 
Pen$ion9. 

The  House  took  op  the  following  resolation, 
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reported  Mr.  Batbb,  from  the  Committee  on 
Muitarj  Pensions : 

^^Rttolved,  That  the  Cominittee  on  UiliUrjr  Fen- 
rioDS  be  ioatructed,  agreeablf  to  the  President's 
reoommendatioo  is  his  mesaage  of  the  sixth  of  De- 
cember lut,  to  revise  the  penmon  law,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  extending  its  ben«Bts  to  erer^  soldier  vho 
aided  in  eBtabliahinff  onr  liberties,  and  who  ia  unable 
to  midotain  bimselfiD  comfort,  and  to  report  to  the 
House  a  bill  for  that  purpose.  And,  also,  that  said 
committee  be  further  instructed,  agreeably  to  Bud 
recommendation,  to  report  a  bUl  for  die  relief  of  all 
those  who  were,  during;  the  last  w«r,  diad)led  from 
supporting  themselTes     manual  kbor.** 

Mr.  BxTBs  said,  the  applications  for  pensions 
are  nameroufi,  which  do  not  come  within  the 
range  of  the  provisions  of  the  pensions  laws, 
and  for  which  provision  onght  to  be  made,  ii 
made  at  all,  by  a  general  law,  ai^d  not  by  spe- 
cial acts.  In  order  to  take  the  judgment  of  the 
House  upon  the  propriety  of  possinff  snch  gen- 
eral law,  the  committee  thonght  it  best  to  pre- 
sent the  qneetion  in  the  fonn  of  a  resolntion, 
that  it  might  be  stripped  of  the  embairaasments 
and  refnges  which  tiie  details  <^  a  bill  create ; 
and  he  supposed  it  would  be  expected  <tf  him 
in  a  few  words  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  its  import  and  general  bearing. 

The  resolution  (lie  said)  embodies  precisely 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  in  his 
message  at  the  opening  of  the  present  sesmon  of 
Congress,  no  more,  no  less.  It  involves  two 
propositions,  the  one  relating  to  the  soldiers  of 
the  revolution,  the  other  to  the  invalids  of  the 
last  war.  The  first  proposition  is  to  extend  the 
benefits  of  tiie  existing  law  to  *'  every  soldier  of 
therevolntion  who  udedin  achieving  oar  liber- 
ties, and  who  is  tmabls  to  maintain  nimself  in 
comfort."  To  extend  the  existing  pension  law 
~Ma6  aet  of  1828,  so  far  as  it  r^ates  to  the 
ofBoers,  was  founded  on  compact ;  and,  so  far 
as  respects  the  soldiers,  it  gives  pensions  only 
to  those  who  served  to  the  dose  of  the  war,  &c., 
withont  any  reference  to  their  ability  or  in- 
ability to  support  themselves ;  and  has,  there- 
fore, no  application  to  the  subject  in  hand. 
The  law  of  1618  gives  a  pension  to  those  of 
the  continental  establishment,  who,  at  one 
period  of  the  war,  or,  in  the  langnase  of  the 
act,  "  at  any  period  of  the  war,  served  for  the 
term  of  nine  months  or  hniger,"  and  who  were 
in  aaoh  cironmstamWB  as  to  need,  &o.  Under 
the  oonstmction  which  has  been  givoi  to  this 
act,  those  whose  enlistment  was  for  a  Sorter 
term  than  nine  months,  whatever  might  have 
been  their  term  of  service,  arO  exdnded,  and 
those,  also,  who  enlisted  for  nine  months,  and 
by  captivity  were  prevented  from  serving  in 
the  army.  For  these  two  classes  provision  has 
been  made  by  the  bill  that  has  gone  to  tiie  Sen- 
ate ;  and  which,  by  ^eat  grace  and  &vor,  has 
reached  the  honor  ot  a  second  (eading,  upon  a 
call  of  yeas  and  nays,  by  a  vote  of  nineteen  to 
seventeen.  Mr.  B.  smd  he  congratulated  the 
House  npon  this  occadon  It  mi^t  grow  to  be 
of  arane  Importanoe  in  this  Qovemmen^  fin' the 
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bill  of  tibe  last  Craigress  did  not  arrive  even  to 
that  honor.  Do  what  yon  will  to  these  old  sol- 
diers, bnt  hear  them.  And  if  they  are  not  to  be 
heard,  let  this  Honse  be  heard  in  their  behalf 
1^  least  with  tiie  nsnal  ftwms  of  resqpect  and  at* 
tenti<HL  The  resolntion,  thereibre,  oii^  covers, 
beyond,  the  cases  of  those  who,  under  different 
^istments,  served  nine  montliB,  or,  under  one 
or.  more  emistments,  a  shorter  term  tiiaa  nine 
months. 

There  was  another  class  of  troops,  now  biown 
as  State  troops,  eleven  regiments,  or  rather 
battalions,  for  they  consisted  of  hut  five  hun^ 
dred  men  each,  who  are  also  provided  for  by 
the  bill  now  in  the  Senate,  leaving  those  only 
to  be  embraced  by  the  resolntion,  who  served 
for  a  shorter  time  than  nine  months,  or  nine 
months  at  different  lames. 

The  third  class  consists  of  the  militia  and 
volnnteera,  who,  at  all  times,  were  ns^hl,  and, 
on  many  occasions,  saw  very  hard  service. 

The  propodtion,  then,  la  to  give  relief  to  all 
the  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  whetlier  conti- 
nental, State,  militia,  or  volunteer,  who  are  im- 
able  to  maintain  themselves  in  comfort,  as  a  na- 
tional memorial,  and  testimonial  of  onr  gratitude 
and  justice,  of  their  merit  and  worth,  and  of 
the  glorious  results  of  their  services — a  full 
pension  to  those  who  served  nine  months,  and 
Avro  rato  pennon  to  those  who  served  less. 
This,  however,  to  be  fixed  in  the  detiuls  of  the 
Inll  as  maj  be  thon^t  proper. 

The  second  proportion  is  to  giveapenidon 
to  those  "  who  were  daring  the  last  war  dis- 
abled from  supporting  themselves  1^  manual 
labor  ? "  Those  who  were  disabled  by  Irnown 
wounds  are  now  provided  for,  leaving  only' 
.those  for  the  resolntion  to  act  npon  who  were 
disabled  by  other  means,  such  aa  nardsMps,  ex- 
posures, &o.,  &o. 

Thus  far  for  the  import  of  the  resolntion. 
As  to  its  bearing  n^u  the  Treasury,  if  it  shonid 
be  consummated  into  a  law,  the  committee, 
aware  that  they  would  be  caUed  npon  to  state 
the  number  of  soldiers  it  would  embrace,  ad- 
dressed through  the  Honse  a  resolntion  to  the 
head  o£  the  department  who  has  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  snl^ect,  and  all  the  means  ai  in- 
formation in  relation  to  it,  acoessible  ot  Inown 
to  the  committee,  which  he  asked  ^e  derk  to 
read,  with  the  Secretary's  answer  to  it : 

Mr.  Batzs,  from  the  Committee  on  Hilitary  Fen- 
rfona,  reported  the  following  resotntion,  vUm  was 
adopted: 

JUtolvid,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  the  probable  number  of  sur- 
viving revoluUooary  officers  and  soldiers  (not  pro- 
vided for  by  the  existing  pension  law)  who  uded  In 
estabUahing  the  liberties  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  are  unable  to  muntain  themselves  in  comfort ; 
de^gnating,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  such  as  belonged 
to  the  conthiental  establishment,  and  such  as  were 
regular  troops  of  the  line  of  the  army,  but  not  of 
the  continental  establishment,  and  known  as  State 
troops ;  as,  also,  such  as  belonged  to  the  militia  of 
the  States,  eevermUy,  whether  as  volanteera  or  other- 
wise, and  what  addlUonal  appropriations  will  be 
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necessary  to  meet  the  views  of  tbe  President  in 
this  respect,  u  disclosed  in  liis  message  at  tbe 
opening  of  the  present  sesrion  of  Conereas;  and, 
itarther,  to  report  the  probable  number  of  those  who : 
vero,  during  the  late  war,  disabled  from  Hupporting 
themseWes  hj  manual  labor,  and  who  are  not  pro- 
vided for  bf  existing  law. 

WaK  DlFABTMEfT,  ISfA  January,  18S0. 
The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
of  the  14th  January  inatant,  relative  to  tbe  number 
of  BurriTiog  revolutionary  officers,  cannot  be 
/ally  and  satisfactorily  answered  by  any  information 
'on  file  in  this  department  The  enclosed  communi- 
4sadon  from  tbe  prineipal  derk  of  tbe  Fdnsion  Bu- 
reau is  a  reply,  to  the  extent  that  the  records  of 
the  War  Dapartment  will  penniL 

Very  respectfally, 

J.  H.  KATON. 

Aanasw  Stctensom,  Esq. 

SpMttr  9/  the  Bmua  of  2Uprtatntativ«». 

Wab  DBPABmnfT, 
Pemrioii  OJ/lee,  Januarg  IS.  1830. 

Sib:  la  relation  to  the  rew^tion  of  the  House  of 
Bepreaentatives,  of  tbe  14th  instant,  respecting  tbe 
surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  I  liare  to  inform  you  that  the  archives  of  this 
department  furnish  no  data  upon  which  an  estimate 
could  be  made,  as  to  the  probable  number  of  those 
who  belonged  to  the  State  regiments,  volunteers, 
and  militia,  daring  the  revobitionuy  war. '  Of  such 
troops  we  have  no  rollB,  except  the  three  State  Reg- 
iiaenta  of  Yirginia.  Of  the  number  of  Virginia 
Stirte  troops,  now  living,  I  can  form  nothing  like  an 
accnrate  calculation :  possibly  a  hundred  may  still 
•orvive,  and  periiaps  three-fourths  of  them  mi^ht 
ask  for  aadstance,  if  a  law  should  pass  embraomg 
their  cases.  If  alt  who  served  on  the  continental 
establidinient  ace  comprehended  in  the  resolution, 
U  would  embrace  men  who  served  for  six  and  eight 
months.  What  portion  of  these  are  now  alive,  and 
in  needy  ctrcunutances,  I  am  unable  to  determine, 
but  four  hundred  would,  I  think,  be  a  large  esti- 
mate. 

I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  number  of 
persons  were  disabled  during  tbe  last  war,  wfao  are 
incapabie  of  muntdning  themselves  by  manual  la- 
bor, and  who  are  not  jvovided  for  by  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vetr  respectfoUy,  your 
obedient  aerrant,  J.  L.  EDWABDS. 

Hon.  Jobs  H.  Eanm,  B§»Hary  of  War. 

lit.  B.  uSA  he  oaUed  tor  the  rea^g  of  these 
papers  rather  for  the  purpose  of  showing  what 
is  not  attunable  than  what  b  obtained.  Inas- 
niaoh  as  this  measure  was  recommended  by  the 
President  the  committee  thonght  it  dae  to  him 
to  call  upon  the  appropriate  department  of  his 
cabinet  for  sach  facts  and  information  as  might 
be  nsefbl  in  justifying  and  snstaining  it.  Bat, 
from  the  condition  of  the  records  of  the  army, 
and  the  natnre  of  the  case,  it  is  impossble  to 
form  a  satisfactory  opinion  upon  the  subject. 
He  would  not,  therefore,  venture  to  give  one. 
The  fact  can  onlj  be  ascertiuned  now,  as  it  was 
in  1818  and  1838.  by  experimenL  Of  one  fact, 
liowever,  and  the  only  one  material,  we  are 
aasored,  and  that  is  tbe  abilify  of  the  Treasiu? 
to  meet  the  demand  which  toe  resolntion  m^ 
onate  npon  iL  The  Hoose  on^^t  not  to  for- 


get that  time  has  thinned  the  ranks  of  these 
men,  and  abridged  the  life  of  all  of  them  by 
twdve  yean  dnce  the  act  of  1818.  The  amonnt 
of  the  immediate  demand  will  be  mnoh  less  than 
IB  expected,  he  thought,  and  it  vUl  be  a  gradu- 
ally and  rapidly  decreastng  demand.  These 
men  will  soon  cease  to  tronble  yon.  Tbe  last  of 
tihem  will  soon  be  gone.  The  meaanre  must, 
therefore,  rest,  for  its  basis,  npon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Preaideot,  who  doubtless  con- 
sidered it  well  before  he  recommended  it  to 
Congress,  and  upon  the  great  and  obvious  and 
aolverssJly  admitted  justice  and  propriety  of 
the  measure. 

He  congratnlated  the  soldiers  of  the  revolu- 
tion that  the  President  had  pledged  the  authori- 
ty of  his  name,  and  staked  to  the  nation  his  in- 
fluence Trith  Congress  in  their  behalf.  It  was 
an  act  worthy  of  a  President  of  the  XTnited 
States.  It  ought  never  to  be  heard  in  a  conn- 
try  like  oars,  that  these  men  are  left  to  snffisr 
from  want,  or  even  to  feel  that  they  have  been 
rigoroufdy  uid  harshly  dealt  by,  and  he  hoped 
to  hear  no  more  of  paying  the  national  debt 
until  this^  the  most  ancient,  jnst,  and  sacred,  is 
first  met  and  cancelled.  Sir,  (said  be,)  there 
never  was  a  race  of  men  so  trifled  with  as  these 
men  have  been,  whose  feelings  and  honor  were 
held  in  such  cheap  account.  In  1818,  you  gave 
them  a  pension.  In  1820,  as  soon  as  they  ad- 
justed themselves  to  their  new  condition  of 
comfort,  yon  took  it  away.  By  the  same  act, 
and  that  oi  1828,  you  readmitted  a  portion  (a 
them  to  the  pennon  roU,  but  upon  tnis  condi- 
tion — a  sworn  ooafesEdon  of  absolnte  pauper- 
ism, ni^,  you  required  proof  of  it  upon  inspec- 
tion, and  valnation.'  Tou  searched  their  tents 
as  if  they  had  been  felons,  not  to  ascertain 
where  they  get  their  plunder,  but  what  they 
had,  and  what  they  had  done  with  what  they 
had  not.  You  made  him  account  for  the  twin 
Iambs  he  had  ^ven  his  children  for  the  rearing 
and  for  the  cradle  his  wife  had  given  to  his 
daughter  npon  her  marriage.  Yon  charged  him 
with  the  money  he  had  pud  for  services  filial 
piety  had  rendered,  unless  he  could  show  an  an- 
tecedent contract  which  no  parent  ordinarily 
would  have  thoi^ht  ofi^Topcetag,  and  no  son, 
unless  a  bastard  or  an  outoaat,  of  making.  In 
1828-'29,  no  sooner  had  a  new  rale  been  adopted, 
more  jnst,  more  liberal,  and  in  my  Tiew  more 
conformable  to  the  act  of  1818  than  the  old  one 
was,  and  the  hopes  of  these  men,  which  had 
become  dead,  been  revived,  and  their  crutches 
put  in  motion, — for  they  had  no  time  to  lose — 
no  sooner  had  they  set  out  upon  their  pilgrimage 
to  the  court-houses,  to  get  their  papers,  than 
the  rule  was  reversed — the  Government  had 
changed  its  mind — "  as  yon  were,'*  was  the 
order  from  the  War  Department.  Of  course, 
all  their  expense  and  trouble  w««  incurred  for 
nothing.  I  repeatk  sir,  there  never  were  men 
BO  trifled  with.  Age,  infirmity,  poverty,  and 
sufibring  had  been  sported  with,  not  by  the 
boys  of  Bethel,  hut  by  OiHic^ess.  Here,  air — 
less  here  than  elesewhere.  Fair  speeches  will 
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anBwer  no  longer  They  have  uuwered  long 
enoogh.  Let  the  question  be  settled,  once  ana 
Ibrever.  Let  the  chUms  of  these  men  be  ad- 
mitted and  satisfied,  or  nyected ;  for,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  sal^ect,  hope  given  up  is  prefera- 
ble to  hope  deferred.  Let  tliem  have  at  least  the 
quiet  of  despur.  I  say  a^in,  that  I  congratu- 
late them  that  the  President  haa  uiterposed  in 
tiieir  behalf.  It  is  proof  that  he  knows  what 
is  dne  to  them,  and  what  is  dne  to  ourselves, 
to  our  own  chuacter  and  honor ;  and  I  call 
npon  the  Hoose  to  sanotion  the  measnre  he  has 
recommended. 

[Here  the  honr  eUpsed  for  the  otnuidierBtion 
of  resolutions.] 


MoNDi^T,  April  6. 
Judge  Peek. 
The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  James 

H.  Peck,  Judse  of  the  United  States  district 
court  for  the  district  of  Missouri,  in  relation  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
made  to  the  House  on  the  23d  ultimo,  on  the 
memorial  of  Luke  £.  Lawless,  in  which  rei>ort 
It  is  proposed  that  he  (the  sud  jndge)  be  im- 
peached for  high  misdemeanOTs  in  o£Bce,  praying 
tibie  House  to  revive  from  bim  a  written  ex- 
position of  the  whole  case,  etabraoing  both  the 
facts  and  the  law,  and  that  he  m^have  process 
to  call  his  witnesses  from  the  State  of  Kissouri, 
in  support  of  his  statement,  before  any  discus- 
don  or  vote  be  taken  on  the  evidence  as  it  is 
now  presented  with  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee—or, if  that  cannot  be  granted,  he  prAys  the 
House  "to  vote  the  impeachment  at  once, 
without  any  diaonssion  oa  that  partial  evidence 
which  presents  a  garbled  view  of  the  subject, 
greatly  to  tiie  prejudice  of  the  memorialist, 
and  that  he  mar  nave  as  speedy  an  opportunity 
as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  allow,  to  exhibit 
before  tibe  tribunal  oi  the  Senate,  end  before 
his  ooontry,  the  entire  transaction  in  all  its 
parts,  as  it  really  occurred." 

The  report  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk, 
Hr.  Stobbs,  of  New  Tork,  moved  to  com- 
mit it  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee 
relative  to  Judge  Peck, 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  which  con- 
tinued till  between  two  and  three  o^cIock,  em- 
bracing in  its  range  the  propriety  of  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  the  propriety  of 
the  course  pursued  by  the  committee  in  their 
inveaUgation  of  the  sut^eot,  the  history  of  other 
cases  of  impeachment  in  our  oounby  and  in 
Great  Britain,  and,  somewhat,  the  merits  of 
the  present  case.  Messre.  Stobbs,  of  New 
York,  Gla.t,  BnonANAir,  Ikqkbsoll,  Sutiibb- 

I,  AND,   WlOEUVFB,   PxTTIS,   BxLL,    SPBNOBB  Of 

New  Tork,  Evebbtt,  Stbono,  Ooultee,  and 
Gbaio,  of  Virginia,  took  part  in  the  debate, 
which  was  at  length  terminated,  by  a  saooesaful 
motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,  to  lay 
the  memorial  on  the  table,  and  print  it. 
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Hr.  Out  said,  that  when  he  withdrew  his 
motion  to  lay  this  memorial  on  the  table,  and 
print  it,  he  had  bad  no  idea  that  sneh  a  disona' 
sion  would  have  take  place  as  had  since  arisen. 
Nor  could  he  perceive  the  propriety  of  the  de- 
bate under  such  a  motion  as  had  been  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stobbs,) 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  He  had  greatly  misun- 
derstood the  memorial  of  Judge  Peck,  if  it  re- 
flected in  the  slightest  degree  on  the  Judicial 
Committee ;  and  he  was  persoaded  that  those 
gentlenm  who  had  represented  tiiat  p^>er  as 
so  doing,  had  entirely  misnnderstood  its  tenor 
and  purpose.  All  that  the  Jadge  had  done  in 
his  iwtition  was,  to  present  a  simple  statement 
of  facte,  and  to  ask  tiiat  he  might  be  heard  be- 
fore he  was  impeached.  He  had  uttered  no  rft- 
flection  whatever,  either  on  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee or  its  ch^rman ;  and  why  it  had  roused 
so  much  feeling  in  the  House,  he  was  utterly 
at  a  loss  to  understand.  He  might  be  mistaken, 
but  to  him  it  seemed  that  the  whole  discussion 
was  out  of  order.  The  question  at  this  timo 
was  not  whether  the  Jadse  should  be  heard  at 
tite  hta  of  tiie  House,  or  wnether  addltumal  tefr> 
timony  should  be  received.  Natlm  of  these 
qnesti<ms  was  at  all  involTed  in  a  motion  to 
refer  the  memorial  to  the  Oranmittee  of  Uie 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  yet  the  whole 
discussion  seemed  to  have  gone  on  the  snppou- 
tion  that  such  was  die  qoestion,  and  gentlemen 
had  argned  it  on  the  ground  of  pimwient.  As 
to  precedents,  there  was  no  uniformity  in  them 
on  this  subject.  One  Iiigh  case  had  been  re- 
ferred to,  that  of  Warren  Hastings,  and  also 
that  of  Judge  Chase.  But  the  practice  in  the 
severed  States  diflered  from  that  which  had 
been  pursued  by  the  General  Government. 
In  his  own  State,  (and  he  hoped  he  should 
not  be  considered  as  presnmptnons  in  r^erring 
to  the  practice  of  a  State  which  had  so  recently 
been  admitted  to  the  UnioD,)  tlie  course  pur- 
sued In  esses  of  impeachmmt  was  different : 
and  he  tibonght  there  were  many  inducements 
for  the  House  to  pursue  tka  practice  there 
adopted  He  could  not  unite  in  the  opinion 
that  the  House  ^ould  proceed  precisely  as  did 
a  grand  jury  in  ordinary  cases  of  indictment. 
The  present  ease  was  totally  different  A  great 
officer  had  been  accused  of  a  great  offence.  Did 
gentlemen  soppoBe,  could  they  think,  that, 
when  a  high  officer  of  the  Government  was  ao- 
oosed  by  a  private  individoal,  he  must,  on  the 
mere  ex  parte  testimony  of  that  accuser,  be  at 
onoe  impeached  I  Ur.  0.  sud  he  should  heri- 
tate  mniDh  befcve  he  could  snbsoribe  to  such 
an  opinicm.  He  thought  the  House  ought  to 
proceed  with  very  great  cantfon.  Merely  to 
accuse,  was  not  all  that  was  necessary  in  order 
to  have  a  judge  impeached.  Borne  gentlemen 
seemed  to  conceive  that  the  memorial  of  this 
petitioner  asked  tiiat  witnesses  might  be  ex- 
amined at  the  bar  of  that  Hoose ;  but  it  made 
no  such  request  directly.  It  only  asked  this  as 
one  alternative — that  his  witnesses  might  be 
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heard  here,  if  not  elsewhere,  tb.  C.  ioqaired 
whj  it  woold  not  be  proper  to  appoint  commtB- 
aonera  to  take  testamon  j  in  lOseonri  or  else- 
where? "Where  would  be  the  inooaTenieuoe  of 
mch  aeonrset  Where  would  be  tiie  impro- 
prie^  of  iMoing  oomnuHAmu  to  individiiab  oi 
r^ieetabilitf,  to  take  testimony  on  the  spot 
where  the  offence  had  occurred  ?  This  oonld 
be  done,  although  that  House  was  not  the  triba- 
nal  before  which  the  accused  was  to  be  tried. 
It  had  verj  troly  been  stated,  that  the  ground 
otihvi  impeachment  had  occurred  some  four  or 
fire  jears  before.  The  case  had  at  that  time 
beeo  rtferred  to  the  Judiciai7  Committee  of  the ' 
Hooae,  who,  after  looking  at  it,  requested  to  be 
diaehai^ped  from  its  forthor  con»deration.  The 
sBDie  ratraor^nary  prosecnti<»i  had  been  at- 
tempted  the  second  time,  but  with  no  better 
■Mceeea.  And  wis  it  not  natural  for  t^e  ac- 
cond,  when  a  grand  jnr;-  had  thns  twice  made 
a  relam  of  ^^nmmiut,  to  sappose  that  he  was 
exempt  from  any  farther  molestation  on  the 
same  groond  t  Sorely  it  was ;  and  Judge  Peek 
had  coDclnded,  when,  in  a  second  instance,  a' 
oompetent  committee  of  that  House  had  had  hia 
can  before  them,  and  made  no  report  upon  it, 
that  he  was  exempt  from  further  trouble. 
IFhfle  these  facts  were  not  denied,  and  gentle- 
men looked  at  tiie  length  of  time  which  had 
onoe  elapsed,  they  most  allow  that  it  behooved 
them,  M  candid  and  honwable  men,  to  act  in 
die  caae  with  caution  and  deliberation.  Were 
gwtloDen  prepared  to  dedde  on  Uie  proposition 
of  the  Jndi^B,  without  taUj  oraunlting  the  pre- 
eedenta  t  It  had  been  to  aHow  time  for  rack 
an  examination,  that  he  had  made  the  motion 
to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table,  and  print  it ; 
and  be  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  a  discos- 
Aoa  lil»  tiie  present  would,  in  his  Judgment, 
have  been  more  propK  after  such  a  delay,  than 
it  was  at  present. 

He  now  renewed  the  motion,  hut  once  more 
withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Brosas. 

Mr.  BroHAKUi  uud,  that,  whilst  he  was  in- 
flnenced  by  no  personal  feeling  in  tiiis  ease,  be 
thot^frtitwaahu  doty  to  make  one  or  two  ex- 
planatitna  in  relati«m  to  aome  matters  oon- 
tabwd  in  the  memcKlal  wUoh  had  Just  been 
read. 

Judge  Peek,  in  that  memorial,  soggests  that 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  sent  for  such 
wibieaseaonly  aahad  been  selected  by  Mr.  Law- 
less. That  is  fiir  from  being  the  fact  The 
committee  acted  upm  higher  principles.  They 
were  sensible  of  the  high  responsibility  which 
they  owed,  both  to  tiiis  House  and  to  the  coun- 
try, for  the  correctness  of  their  prooeedlngs ; 
and  had,  therefore,  inquired  and  ascertained, 
from  the  best  sources  in  their  power,  the  names 
of  such  witnesses  aa  would  be  most  likely  to 
ghra  an  fai^Mrtial  and  Intelligent  statement  of 
the  transaetfou.  They  bad  seat  for  and  ex- 
amined seven  witnesses ;  and  he  owed  it  to  them 
to  aiy,  that,  althooi^  he  had  long  been  in  the 
habit  (tf  examining  witoeesea  In  oourta  of  Jus- 
tio^  he  had  nerer  observed,  on  any  oceanon, 
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more  candor  or  more  impartiality  than  these 
seven  gentlemen  had  exhibited  upon  their  ex- 
amination before  the  oommittee. 

It  ia  true,  as  the  memorial  suggests,  that,  in 
the  case  of  Warren  Hastings,  the  Hoose  of 
Ommions  did  hear  the  accused,  and  did  permit 
him  to  produce  testimony,  before  they  voted  an 
impeachment  against  him.  But  this  was  only 
a  single  instance.  That  course  might  have 
been  adopted  because  Mr.  Burke,  merely  as  an 
iodividnu  member  of  the  Honse,  bad  risen  in 
his  place,  and  moved  the  impeachment.  Wheth- 
er he  was  correct  in  this  conjecture  or  not,  it 
was  certiun  there  had  been  no  case  of  an  im- 
peachment by  this  House,  in  which  so  much 
indulgence  was  granted,  as  ha/i  been  allowed  to 
the  accused  npon  the  present  occauon.  He 
was  permitted  to  Aimish  the  oommittee  with  a 
written  explanation  of  hia  condoct  and  his  re- 
quest that  ne  might  oross-examine  tiie  wltaessea 
was  promptly  granted.  The  House  will  decide, 
when  they  come  to  review  the  testimony, 
whether  he  was  improperly  restricted  in  this 
cross-examination,  or  whether  it  has  not  been 
fall  and  ample.  He  wonld  say,  that,  in  his 
.  opinion,  this  cross-examination  bad  rather  in- 
jured than  benefited  the  Judge. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  bad 
nerer  considered  the  parol  testimony  in  this 
case  of  much  importance.  The  opinion  of  the 
conrt,  the  commentary  of  Mr.  Lawless  upon  it, 
which  was  the  aUeged  contempt^  and  tlie  rec- 
ord of  the  court  imprisoning  and  suspending 
him  from  practice,  were  alf  In  writmg,  and 
were  tlie  facts  on  which  the  committee  mainly 
relied  in  forming  their  opinion.  Inthatopinion 
they  were  unanimous.  They  felt  deep  regret, 
when  they  found  themselves  obliged  to  come  to 
the  conclusion  which  Uiey  bad  done;  and  it 
was  with  great  reluctance  'they  had  recom- 
mended an  impeachment  to  the  Honse.  In 
making  their  report,  they  had  pnrposely  ex- 
pressed a  mere  naked  opinion  only,  unaccom- 
panied by  any  atgmnent  m  Its  support.  They 
did  not  wish  to  bias  the  decision  of  the  House 
by  any  commentary  of  theirs  upon  the  testi- 
mony. All  they  desired  was,  that  each  mem- 
ber should  read  the  testimony  for  himimlf,  and 
draw  his  own  oondnsions  from  it. 

Mr.  Inobbsoll  sud,  there  might  perhaps  be 
some  difficulty  in  arriving  at  the  correct  prac- 
tioe  to  be  pursued  in  this  case ;  and  as  possibly 
the  practice  hitherto  had  not  been  uniform,  it 
was  the  more  important  that  the  House  should 
start  right.  He  confessed  that  this  was,  in  a 
great  measure,  a  new  case  to  him.  The  only 
one  that  he  had  ever  before  witnessed  was  that, 
in  which  charges,  through  a  newspaper  of  this 
district,  had  been  brought  against  the  Vice 
President  about  three  years  ago.  That  officer 
had  presented  these  charges  to  the  House,  as 
the  p-and  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  requested 
an  inquiry.  A  oommittee  had  been  ^pointed 
to  investigate  them ;  and,  before  that  commit- 
tee, a  friend  of  the  vice  Preident  had  been  per- 
mitted to  a^iear,  and  reiffesent  him  throughout 
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the  whole  iuveetigadon.  'WtUtessea,  also,  had 
been  examined  on  the  part  of  the  aecnsed. 
How  it  had  been  in  the  esse  of  Judge  Ohase,  or 
of  Judge  nokerlngi  from  New  Hampshire,  he 
not  reooUeot ;  but  he  well  recollected  that 
witnesses  in  favor  of  the  Vice  President  had 
been  examined,  as  well  as  against  him,  and  that 
his  representative  had  been  allowed  to  be  present 
before  the  committee  through  every  sta^  of  that 
examination.  The  committee  at  tifiat  time  took 
some  pains  to  ascertain  what  was  the  proper  mode 
of  proceeding,  and  they  became  satiefied  that  the 
party  accused  had,  in  liiese  preliminary  prooeed- 
mga,  a  ri^ht  to  be  thus  heard.  The  constitu- 
tion providing  for  the  impeachment  of  all  civil 
officers,  makes  no  difference  between  judicial 
and  other  ofiioers.  Nor  can  it  make  any  differ- 
ence whether  the  matter  is  bron^t  before  us  by 
the  individual  who  feeh  hima^  iqjnred  by  an 
unjust  ehai^  or  whether  It  comeson  the  petition 
of  a  citizen,  or  by  the  message  of  the  Executive, 
or  by  a  member  rising  in  his  seat,  as  waa  done 
in  the  case  of  Warren  Hastings.  The  rales 
which  must  govern  the  inquiry  must  be  uni- 
form, be  the  officer  who  he  may,  and  in  no 
matter  what  form  the  sul^ect  is  first  brought  to 
our  notice.  Mr.  I.  said  he  would  not,  in  this 
early  stage  of  the  business,  commit  himself  to 
any  cause,  till  he  could  look  further  into  par- 
liamentary proceedings  in  similar  cases;  he  rose 
principal^  to  correct  what  had  been  said  by 
the  genUeman  fitun  New  York,-  who,  he 
thoo^t,  went  too  far  in  saying  that  Uiere  had 
been  no  instance  in  which  the  party  accused 
was  permitted  to  examine  his  witneeses  in  l^e 
preliminary  proceedings  in  this  House. 

lir.  Pbttib  said :  Sliding  indifferenlJy,  as  he 
protested  he  did,  between  the  accuser  and  the 
accused  in  this  case,  he  hoped  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  make  some  remarks  on  this  sattject. 

The  Honse  of  Kepresentativee  had  now  to 

Serform  a  very  important  duty — important,  as 
ad  been  observed,  not  only  to  the  Judge  who 
had  been  aooused,  but  to  the  countir.  The 
practice  in  cases  of  impeachments,  bo  far  as  re- 
gards the  proceedings  in  this  Honse,  was  now 
to  be  settled;  forit  waaobvionathatithad  not 
yet  been  settled  by  preoedoit,  Oentlemen  had, 
indeed,  spoken  of  the  case  of  Judge  Ohase ;  but 
that  ease  had  no  application  to  the  present  one 
as  it  now  stands.  Judge  Ohase  did  not  aA  to 
make  his  defence  b^ore  this  Honse,  nor  did  be 
ask  either  to  cross-examine  witnesses  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  or  to  have  an  exam- 
uation  of  his  own  witnesses.  As  the  present 
question  was  not  then  raised,  that  case  can  form 
no  precedent  to  govern  in  this  instance. 

Mr.  P.  regretted  the  course  pursued  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Judiciary  Oommittee,  ea- 
pwnally  tliat  of  its  honorable  diairman,  (Mr. 
BvooAiTAii.)  That  genUeman  had  repeatedly 
UAd  the  Honse  that  he  had  no  feeling  towards 
the  accused.  Mr.  P.  said  he  hoped  his  remarks 
would  not  show  a  freedom  from  feeling  in  the 
way  t^t  those  of  that  gentleman  had  done. 
The  honorable  ofaairmiin  had,  in  a  vary  nn- 
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necessary,  and,  he  would  say,  improper  manner, 
entered  into  the  m^ts  of  we  ease.  He  had 
told  the  House  that,  In  order  to  save  the  Judge, 
his  request  should  be  reftued  him ;  and  he  &d 
said  that  tlie  Judge  had  made  his  case  worse 
instead  of  better  by  his  orosa-ezamioation  of  the 
witnesses.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Ur.  Stokss)  had  taken  the  same  view ;  both 
intimating  that  tiiey  were  desirous  to  save  the 
Jndge  from  himself  What  was  it  the  Judge 
asked  in  his  memorial }  First,  that  he,  might 
be  permitted  to  defend  himself  before  uiis 
House,  and  then  that  his  witnesses  might  be 
examined  at  our  bar ;  but,  if  this  be  not  grant- 
ed, that  his  case  might  be  sent  back  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  there  he  might  present  his 
d^euM^  and  Qun  have  his  witnesses  examined. 
yr.  p.  said  he  conddered  the  reqoeat  <^  the 
memorial  perfiMitly  fair  and  propw;  and  if  the 
motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table  ana  j^nt  it  sttould 
prevul,  he  uionid  then  move  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, presenting  in  a  distinct  manner  the  aevo^l 
requests  of  the  memoriaUsts  that  the  House 
might  act  expressly  upon  them.  As  to  the 
fir^  it  was  certainly  important  that  the  Honse 
should  know  the  principles  on  which  the  case 
rested.  The  Judiciary  Committee  had,  it  was 
true,  made  a  report;  but  they  had  not  laid 
down  one  of  those  principles  in  it.  Now*  he 
put  it  to  gentlemen,  whether  they  were  pre- 
pared to  act  in  the  case,  until  these  principles 
were  examined  and  known.  Were  there  any 

Sintiemen  present  who  had  fully  examined  the 
w  bearing  on  this  case !  He  presumed  not 
.We  were  then  called  upon  to  act  in  the  dark, 
upon  faith.  Be  hid  not  himself  had  time  to 
examine  the  principles  involved,  nor  had  he 
made  np  any  definite  judgment  on  the  case. 
He  thought  the  Judge  ought  to  be  permitted  to- 
show  whatever  bore  on  nis  side  of  the  qaes- 
tion,  and  the  committee  should  then  exhibit 
whatever  had  an  opposite  bearing.  This  might 
be  done,  should  the  House  refuse  to  hear  his 
witnesses.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  his 
wituesaee  should  be  examined  by  the  oommittee. 

Hr.  P.  said,  this  was  not  the  (urinary  trifd  of 
a  oriminal  before  a  court  of  law,  bat  was  a  pro- 
oeeding  of  a  mndi  hiji^er  oharaoter.  Why  is 
it  that  a  defendant's  witnesses  are  not  per- 
mitted to  be  examined  before  a  grand  juryt 
It  ia  because  criminals  shall  not  know  what  Is 
doing  agunst  them,  and  then  make  their  es- 
cape. But  even  in  oriminal  cases  counter  tes- 
tamony  is  frequentiy  allowed. 

If  the  Honse  should  hear  what  the  Judge  had 
to  exhibit  in  his  defeno&^we  should  be  pre- 
pared to  act  intelligibly.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Stobes)  had  opposed  tiiis,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  be  worse  for  the 
Judge ;  that  if  this  examination  was  had,  and 
an  impeachment  prefiurad,  the  Senate  wonld 
be  bound,  by  the  force  of  publio  (pinion,  to 
convict  Tluit  gentleman  would  sordy  let  the 
party  judge  for  himself.  If  he  judged  wrong, 
ne  must  wait)  the  consequences.  It  appeared  to 
him  a  very  strange  doetxine,  that,  after  a  full 
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emndiution  bere,  and  an  impeaohincait  firand, 
tiie  Senate  ironld  be  found  to  oonTiot.  In  the 
oase  of  the  Yioe  Prerident,  and  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Orawftnd,  witaesBes  w&ee  ezan^ed  on 
botb  sides.  Both  theee  gentlemen  were  oharaed 
with  high  mifldemeanors,  and  the  charges  had 
been  preferred  in  times  of  great  political  excite- 
ment. The  reqaest  of  the  Judge  is  rapported 
hj  the  whole  train  of  English  decisions  m  cases 
of  a  like  kind ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  indul- 
gence would  be  granted  bim. 

Mr.  Stboso  nUd,  that,  from  the  little  ezam- 
Snation  he  had  been  able  to  givcto  this  sobject, 
lie  bad  eome  to  tlie  oonohuira  thai  tlie  present 
pnoeedinm  shonld  be  strictlj  porU,  riffifly 
so.  It  had  been  said  hif  the  gendeman  nova 
Mwa^iuetts^  (Mr.  £tibitt,)  titat  the  com- 
mittee bad  departed  somewhat  from  this  line. 
It  was  true  that  they  had  deviated  from  it  in  a 
^ght  degree,  bnt  the  departure  was  not  saoh  as 
to  warrant  Xbe  Hoase  in  taking  the  other  step 
which  was  now  requested.  There  was  a  very 
material  difference  between  hearing  the  party 
accused  and  bearing  hie  witnesses.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Honse  were  not  jodges  to  try  or  to 
condemn  the  accused.  It  was  tme  that  the 
matters  in  this  te^imon^  might  not  be  Buch  as 
to  themselTes  up  with  part?  politics ;  bnt 
Boppose  that  it  were  proposed  to  impeach  a 
pclitioal  man  of  high  stancUn^  and  uiat  the 
witnesses  were  brongfattothe  bar  of  the  House, 
he  put  it  to  everj  man  to  twy  whether  the 
tafetj  €it  the  country  did  not  require  that,  iii 
ench  eases,  politics  should  be  thorouf^y  ex- 
clnded  from  that  tribunal.  And  how  oould 
this  be  ^ne,  but  by  keeping  the  proceedings 
strictly  eas  parte  T  Complaints  had  been  made 
that  the  committee  had  not  reported  articles  of 
impeachment;  the  case  had  been  referred  to 
them  for  no  such  purpose ;  their  duty  had  been 
iamply  to  ascertain  fiicts.  The  Honse  did  not 
want  ereu  tbeir  opinions ;  it  wanted  the  facts 
mlr,  and  on  one  ridob  TVhat  the  House  had 
to  decide,  was,  whether  tiie  testimony  did,  or 
did  not,  oimtun  matter  to  warrant  an  unpeaicb- 
meni.  If  it  did,  then  the  House  would  say  the 
party  should  be  impeached,  and  the  next  step 
would  be  to  appoint  a  committee  to  frame  the 
articlea.  These  would  be  reported  to  the 
House,  and,  if  they  were  agroed  upon,  then 
managers  would  be  appointed  to  conduct  the 
trisl  before  the  Senate.  It  struck  bim  that  the 
tsfeat  conrse  would  1m  to  keep  the  proceedings 
as  near  ex  parts  as  possible.  .  Let  the  report 
and  the  memorial  go  to  the  OHnmittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  tlie  Union ;  let  them  be 
printed,  and  all  the  members  have  an  oppor^ 
tnni^  to  examine  them.  11  the  Hooae  shonld 
then  de(^  that-  artioles  <tf  impeaehment 
shonld  be  drawn  na  all  would  nave  been 
done  that  the  aoonsed  could  rigbtftiUy  ask. 


Wbdkesdat,  April  T. 
Judge  Peck. 
Ifr.  pBim  obtuned  tbe  Ittve  of  the  Home 


[a  or  & 

(by  a  BQspenrion  of  the  nde,  101  to  40)  to  oflbr 
the  following  resolntlon : 

Betolvtd,  That  James  H.  Feck,  Judge  of  the  Dis- 
triot  Court  of  the  Uulted  States  for  the  district  of 
Missouri^  be  permitted  to  make  to  this  House  any 
explanations  be  may  think  proper,  in  answer  to  tbe 
charges  preferred  against  him  by  Lnl»  E.  Lawless, 
Esq.,  wuch  charges  have  bem  reported  on  by  the 
Gnnmlttee  on  the  Jndidary. 

JUr,  F.  sud  be  moved  this  resolatlat  in  pur^ 
suanoe  of  an  intimation  which  he  gave  tbe 
other  day  when  be  moved  to  lay  Judge  Peck*a 
memcHria!  on  the  table,  to  try  the  sense  of  tbe 
House  in  granting  Judge  P.'s  request.  He 
thought  ^e  indulgence  proposed  was  a  matter 
of  juatioe  to  the  Judge ;  that  there  was  no  pre* 
oedeut  a^nst  it,  as  he  bad  examined  the 
authorities  as  far  back  as  1040. 

A  long  debate  ensued  on  the  resolution,  and 
on  tbe  modiBoations  which  were  proposed  to 
it,  in  which  Messrs.  Stobbb,  of  New  York, 

BUCHAITAN,    DODDBIDOB,    DbATTOV,  RuISBT, 

:  Olat,  Mabtin,  Pbttis,  Spknczs,  of  New 
Tork,  EuawoKTB,  HmmNonm,  Batbs,  and 
Bunaaa  engaged.  In  the  b^nmi^  <tf  the  de- 
bate, 

Mr.  Misnii  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
'*  explanationB,"  and  Insert  *'  any  respectful 
written  argument  upon  the  law  and  matters 
of  fact  now  in  evidence  before  the  House ;"  and 
after  some  time,  to  get  rid  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  Pbttis  accepted  this  modification,  and 
inserting  further  the  words  "  or  oral"  after  the 
word  "  written." 

Thus  amended,  after  an  unsooceasful  motion 
by  Mr.  DsATTOH  to  strike  out  the  words  "  or 
oral,"  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a 
ooooL 

Mr.  FamSf  having  offered  lus  resolution,  re- 
marked, that  he  baa  examined  idl  the  preoe- 
denta  oa  thia  sal^eot  which  he  oonld  discover, 
and  there  was  no  instanoe  among  them,  in 
which  a  request,  like  that  which  he  had  made  in 
behalf  of  Judge  Peck,  was  denied.  He  advert- 
ed to  the  case  of  Lord  Melville,  and  in  truth 
to  all  which  had  occurred  siuoe  1840.  He  con- 
fidently hoped  the  privilege  solicited  would  be 
freely  accorded  by  Coagnee. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDOB  asked  how  many  days  it  was 
supposed  the  Judge  would  require  to  prepare 
his  defonoe.  The  time  of  the  Honse^  at  thia 
season,  was  peculiarly  predoos, 

Mr.  PBTTie  snppoBea  he  woald  be  prepared 
by  Monday  next 

Mr.  BiasBfl^  of  New  Tork,  inquired  whether 
it  was  antii^Mted  tiiat  tbe  Jodge  intraded  to 
anhmit  to  uio  House  any  thing  more  than 
pnntB  of  law  and  matters  of  net,  appertain- 
mg  to  tbe  Judicial  proceeduigs  complained  ot 

Mr.  Pettis  replied,  he  believed  these  were  all 
that  was  to  be  expected  from  him. 

Mr.  £llswobth  observed,  that  the  objec- 
tion urged  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.'SroBBs)  applied  to  the  amendment 
as  much  as  to  the  bill.   We  have  no  constita- 
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tioQttl  power  to  paas  this  amendment  We  are 
(mtjr  to  inqnire^  and,  if  ve  see  oanae,  ffireet  an 
imjpeaohment.  Upon  the  merits  we  cannot  sot 
deSnitively;  besides,  we  mi^t  do  Judge  Peck 
great  iojn^oe;  he  has  yet  bad  no  opportanicy 
to  defend.  Ifr.  K  sidd  be  was  in  &ror  of  the 
report  «id  the  resolution  as  tbey  came  from 
the  committee.  When  the  papers  in  this 
case  bad  been  presented  to  the  Jadiciaiy  Com- 
mittee, he  had  read  them  again  and  asain,  with 
the  greatest  anxiety ;  and  it  was  wiw  the  ut- 
most relactwce  that  be  came  to  the  condaraon 
at  which  he  finally  arriTCd.  He  felt  that  it  was 
a  grave  thing  to  put  a  Jadioial  officer  of  tbis 
Goremment  to  bis  trial  for  bis  character,  his 
office,  bis  snbsistenoe,  and,  in  a  word,  for  all 
tiiat  is  dear  to  boraanity,  and  to  make  the  last 
and  moat  snblime  appeal  known  to  the  consti- 
totbn,  by  placing  bun  before  the  Senate  in  the 
last  resort.  But  there  was  another  Tiew  of  the 
snhject,  which  struck  his  mind  with  equal 
force.  He  saw  an  officer  occupying  an  eleva- 
ted station,  and  clothed  with  the  anthority  of 
this  Government,  calling  before  him  a  fellow- 
citizen,  known  as  a  man  of  talent  and  respecta- 
bility in  his  profession,  and  by  a  summary  pro- 
cess, stripping  him  of  the  exercise  of  that 
profession,  clothing  him  with  shame,  and  inoar^ 
cerating  htm  in  a  felon's  dangeon,  the  place  of 
disgrace  and  infamy.  He  had  endeavored  to 
view  the  ease  with  impartiality,  and  not  to 
five  way  to  any  nndne  feeling;  and,  after 
having  attentively  heard  the  statement  of  fitets 
presented  by  Kr.  Lawleea,  he  bad  otnue  to  the 
oondouon  that  if  these  fiuits  were  substantiated 
by  testimony,  the  impeachment  oogbt  to  pro- 
ceed. 

It  was  not  now  bis  intention  to  go  Into  the 
merits  <^  tbis  ease.  The  sntject  had  lieen  ex- 
hausted. Bntf  as  he  had  been  a  member  of  Uie 
Judiciary  Committee,  and  had  given  his  voice 
for  the  impeachment  of  Jndge  Peck,  he  thist- 
ed  the  House  vould  listen  to  him  for  a  few 
momenta. 

It  appeared  that  the  Judge,  three  months 
after  delivering  his  opinion  in  the  case  of  Son- 
lard,  and  three  months  after  the  final  diotosi- 
tAoa  of  the  case  and  the  a^ournment  of  his 
court,  committed  It  to  paper,  and  sent  it  to  the 

{loblio  press.  It  was  an  opinion  involving  the 
Boded  titles  of  almost  the  whole  taritory 
where  he  resided.  He  publidied  it;  as  it  seem- 
ed, at  the  reqnest  of  a  lawyer,  or  lawyers ;  and 
manifestly  for  the  pnrpose  of  spreading  opin- 
ions, exciting  feelings,  and  leading  to  a  certain 
line  of  oondpct  in  the  community  where  it  was 
published.  Perhaps  this  might  be  all  right; 
he  shotild  find  no  fault  with  it :  shortly  after 
the  publication  of  this  opinion  of  the  Judge,  a 
professional  gentleman,  nearly  concerned  in  the 
result  of  that  opinion,  bad  come  before  the 
pnblie  in  another  papw,  and  exposed  what  be 
oonoc^ved  to  be  oert^a  emnv  Into  which  the 
Jndge  had  lUlen,  which  might  have  been  called 
fbr,  to  sare  Ids  nimda  ot  dMOts  from  the  grasp 
of  speonlstors^  until  a  final  trial  in  the  Supreme 
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Court,  and  emecially  as  such  publicity  had 
been  given  to  uie  opinion.  Mr.  E.  said  he  had 
looked  over  both  uieae  palters;  and  he  there 
declared,  In  his  plaoe,  and  was  vrilling  to  risk 
his  reputation  on  the  opinion,  that  there  was 
not  ooy  thing  in  this  commentary  in  the  least 
degree  rqwmohflil  to  Judge  Ped^  either  as  a 
man  or  as  a  Judge ;  notliiog  that  looked  in  the 
least  like  a  contempt  of  court,  or  an  impeaoh- 
ment  of  the  integrity  or  cliaracter  uf  the  pre- 
Mding  officer,  unless  pointing  out  error,  if  there 
really  be  any,  is  an  offence.  He  had  seen  simi- 
lar comments  in  the  newspapers  a  thousand 
times  before.  And  the  House  was  now  come 
to  the  crisis,  when  it  must  decide  whether 
it  would  sanction  the  arrest  uid  imprisonment 
of  an  individual  by  a  judge  for  commuiting  on 
one  of  his  opinions  This  (said  Mr.  E.)  is  the 

Jaestion  we  are  called  upon  to  settle  this 
ay.  Finding  that  the  rights  of  aa  individual 
had  been  violated,  I  pnt  this  (juery  solemnly  to 
myself :  is  there  any  thing  m  the  conduct  <riF 
this  individual  to  Justify  anch  a  prooeedingV 
And  I  was  compelled  to  answer  it  in  tiie  nega- 
tive.  Judge  Peck  bad  neither  Jurisdiction  nor 
provocation.  He  had  finished  the  case,  ad- 
jonmed  the  court,  imd  descended  from  bisjn^- 
cial  station  to  that  of  an  essayist  'of  a  news- 
paper. The  gentleman  from  Missouri  (Mr, 
Prms)  says,  that  a  spirit  has  gone  abroad,  of 
reckless  and  determined  hostility  to  the  judici- 
ary; bat,  let  me  tell  that  gentleman,  tiiat  if 
ocmdnet  luce  tins  dull  go  abroad  with  the  sanc- 
tion and  seid  d  this  House  upon  it,  be  may  bid 
adieu  to  the  honor  and  independenoe  of  the 
judiciary  bencefiiMrth.  1^,  have  the  diq^s  oi 
the  star  chamber  o«ne  iq>on  osf  Shall  it  be 
declared  to  the  American  people,  that,  aftor  a 
judge  has  given  his  opiniim,  and  dismissed  the 
causoj  be  may  arrest  a  citizen,  drag  him  before 
his  tribunal,  and  say  to  him,  you  have  written 
strictures  on  my  opinion,  which  I  consider 
derogatory  to  me,  and  I,  therefore,  send  you  to 
prison,  and  take  away  your  livelihood  fw 
eighteen  months.  I  tell  you,  you  are  a  base 
cuumniator,  a  libeller,  and,  if  you  were  in 
China,  your  honae  would  be  p^ted  black,  as 
an  emmem  of  the  blackness  of  ^our  heart,  and 
as  a  warning  to  society.  Tet  it  is  now  pro- 
posed that  tMs  House  shall  luiy,  It  does  not 
entirely  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  Judge, 
but  impeachment  is  a  solemn  afflur :  the  man 
has  been  punished  enough  already,  now  let  him 
alone.  8ir,  I  do  not  wish  to  appeal  to  the 
feelings  of  the  House :  but  while  J.  866  ft 
citizen  of  this  republic  made  the  subject  of 
high-handed  oppression  like  this,  I  feel  it  to  be 
the  imperious  duty  of  this  House  to  send  the 
man  who  appears  to  l>e  guilty  of  it  to  his  trial 
before  another  and  constitutional  tribunal. 

X^et  me  now  proceed  to  answer  one  or  two 
ol^eotions,  which  have  been  urged  by  the  op- 
ponents m  impeachment  And,  first,  it  has 
been  s^d  that  we  nuty  not  impeatm  unless  there 
is  evidenoe  <tf  eormpdon.  There  need  not  be 
cormptitm  in  the  common  sense  in  which  that 
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term  is  nsed.  A  wioked  motiTe  is  enoogb. 
Error  in  Judgment  b  not  impesohable,  bat 
wicked  oondoct  and  a  wiobd  motire  are.  Sir, 
^  aoj  one  vote  to  impeach  Judge  Pickering, 
(rf  New  Hampshire,  for  corraptioaT  Ko,  sir; 
be  was  impeached  for  intemperance,  bat  not 
for  oormption.  Suppose  the  wioked  conduct 
of  the  Judge  himself  brings  his  court  into  con- 
tempt; suppose  diat  conduct  is  arbitrary  and 
of^iresBiTe,  ought  we  to  pass  it  over  with  alight 
laiuw^t  lu  all  the  eight  articles  agaiast 
Ju^e  Chase,  he  was  chared  with  an  aroitra- 
ry  exeroise  of  iudicial  power.  There  was 
soaroe  one  artiae,  if  I  remember  ri^ht,  which 
charged  him  wiui  direct  corruption.  The 
wh(ue  proeecuticMi  was  founded  oa  the  idea 
that  lus  conduct  was  arbitnry,  and  though  he 
was  not  flnally  contioted,  it  was  because  the 
&et8  did  not  bear  oat  the  cliatge.  Though  yon 
cannot  show  that  a  judge  has  been  bought,  you 
may  show  his  oppressive  and  wicked  conduct, 
and  that  he  on^t  to  be  tamed  out  of  office. 
The  cwutitution  says  that  jnd|^  sliall  hold 
their  ofBce  during  good  behavior.  I  do  not 
say  that  every  species  of  wrong  behavior  is  such 
as  to  forfeit  his  office,  but  I  say  .that  there  may 
be  other  ill  behavior  besides  taking  a  bribe.  I 
do  oa  my  soul  believe  that  Jadge  Peck  has  been 
guilty  of  conduct,  if  not  corrupt,  certainly  ar- 
bitrary in  the  extreme.  It  has  been  said  that 
Lawless  waa  per«Hully  interested  in  the  cases 
ta  which  he  was  oonnsel,  and  that  all  the 
eovnsel  were  opposed  in  <^nion  to  the  Judge. 
Admit  it.  Is  that  any  reason  that  the  Judge 
should  act  Impressively  ?  His  opinion  and  star 
tioQ  were  peneotly  indejieudent ;  he  was  not 
boond  to  r^;ard  ^e  notions  of  ooomeL  Sir, 
the  merits  of  this  case  lie  within  a  very  small 
compass.  The  question  is,  whether  the  criti- 
cisms of  Lawless  were  just  or  not,  and  whether, 
admitting  them  to  be  erroneoos,  the  Jud^ 
might,  on  that  account,  shut  him  up  in  jail, 
and  strip  him  of  his  profesnon.  There  ap- 
pears to  me  to  have  hew  a  sickly  sen^bility  in 
this  judge.  He  seems  to  have  rewdved  to  oome 
out,  and  by  his  judicial  Uinnder  to  demonsbwte 
that  he  waa  yet  alive,  that  he  had  a  eonrt,  and 
Hut  he  was  not  to  be  oontra^oted  vt  reviewed. 
He,  therefore,  seat  out,  brought  in  his  victim, 
east  him  in  prison,  covered  him  with  infamy, 
and  did  what  in  him  lay  to  deprive  him  of  his 
livelihood.  Unless  it  can  be  shown  that  he 
had  anUiori^  so  to  do^  and  that  he  acted  on 
justifiable  cause,  I  fw  one  am  prepared  to  im- 
peach him. 

Hr.  BnonuTAN  sud,  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  eater  into  any  aignment  in  this  stage  of  the 
proceeding.  He  felt  rather  in  fav(v  of  the  res- 
olution which  had  been  moved  by  the  gentle- 
man from  ICssoori,  (Ur.  Fjrcna^)  He,  t^  had 
cnndned  the  Bridah  preoedents,  and  found 
that  in  several  cases  the  party  had  been  admit- 
ted to  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
umply  to  make  an  aigumont  on  the  testimony 
which  had  been  previously  ^ven  to  the  House. 
Xhis  waa  the  utmoat  extent  of  the  privil^e^  so 
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for  as  he  had  examined  the  cases,  except  in  a 
sin^  instance— that  of  Tarreo  Hasting  The 
gentlunan,  as  he  onderatood,  did  not  now  ask 
uiat  new  witnesses  riiould  be  sent  for  and  ex- 
amined :  and  if  the  request  of  the  aocosed  waa 
limited  to  a  mere  permiadon  to  make  an  expo- 
sition of  the  law,  and  an  ailment  upon  the 
facts,  as  they  umeared  in  the  testimony  already 
tafceOf  he  shoald  not  have  the  smallest  otjee* 
tion. 

Hr.  Dbatton  stud,  that  in  moving  to  strike 
out  the  words  "or  oral,"  he  had  had  no  inten- 
tion of  i)reveating  the  individu^  concerned 
from  availing  himself  of  the  full  benefit  of 
what  the  resolution  proposed  to  grant  to  him, 
bat  had  been  infiuenced  by  the  onuideration, 
that,  if  hia  expontion  shoald  be  made  in  writ- 
ing, all  the  members  of  the  House  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  examining  it;  bat,  if  made 
oraDy,  it  would  be  imposnhle  that  all  the  mem- 
bers should  distinctly  bear  it,  and,  if  they  did, 
they  would  probably  not  retain  ^e  substance 
of  it  distinctly  iu  t^ir  memories.  This  was 
one  reason  which  actuated  him.  Another  was, 
that  in  his  opinion,  ill  consequences  would  be 
likely  to  arise  from  the  peraonal  appearance  of 
the  memorialist  before  the  HouBe.  He  might 
aver  that  a  material  fact  could  be  established 
by  testimony  incorrectly  or  imperfectly  refer- 
red to  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  ask 
leave  to  introduce  it  folly.  Should  his  appli- 
cation be  rideoted,  he  ml^t  regard  the  permis- 
sion to  be  beard  as  illusory.  Should  nis  ap- 
plication be  acceded  to,  we  should  be  drawn 
into  a  trial  of  the  cause.  It  had  been  s^d  that 
this  House  was  "  the  grand  inquest  of  the  na- 
tion," thus  asrimilating  its  powers  and  jusrisdio- 
tion  to  those  of  the  Britiah  Parliament  This 
is  a  radical  error.  This  Hoase  has  no  other  in- 
quisitorial authority  than  snch  as  is  expressly 
delegated  to  it  by  the  constitution,  and  this  is 
restricted  to  the  power  of  impeaching  certun 
civil  officers  of  the  United  States  for  crimes 
and  misdemeanors.  The  British  House  of 
Commons  is  "  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation." 
In  the  exercise  of  this  prerwative,  they  may 
|Ht>oeed  against  ai^  •pemooBj  for  any  offences, 
and  in  anymanner  which  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient. Th^  may  prefer  accusations,  infor- 
mations, or  impeachments,  or  enact  bills  ct 
puns  and  penalties,  altering  the  rules  of  law  or 
evidence.  They  have,  accordingly,  acted  un- 
der all  these  modoa.  They  have  accused  an  in- 
dividual of  misdemeanors,  and  ordered  a  jury 
to  be  impanelled  for  the  trial,  as  in  the  case 
of  Alice  ^erce;  they  have  impeached  a  cler- 
gyman for  a  libel,  an  offence  cognizable  by  the 
oourta  of  common  law,  as  in  the  case  of  Saoh- 
everel;  they  have  passed  bills  of  puns  and 
penalties  as  in  the  case  of  Bii  John  Fenwick, 
who  was  exeoated  under  a  statute  dispenung 
with  the  proof  of  two  witnesses  to  an  act  <» 
treason,  as  required  by  the  statute  of  Edward 
III.  From  this  brief  statement,  it  most  be  ap- 
parent that  analogies  drawn  between  the  in- 
qmmtorial  powers  oi  the  BriUsh  House  of  Oom- 
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moDB  and  of  the  Honee  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  Statef),  are  fallaoions.  The  prece- 
dentSj  therefore,  which  have  been  oited,  of  the 
manner  of  proceeding  when  the  British  Hoase 
ai  Oommons  acoa&e  or  impeach,  are  oaknlated 
to  n^dead,  not  to  enli^ten,  oor  judgniMits. 
We  most  be  regulated  by  oor  own  oonsfMation 
in  the  coustraotion  of  tihe  power  of  impeach- 
ment That  power  is  limited  Id  the  constita- 
tloxL,  to  an  ioquiry  to  be  instituted  by  this 
House,  wheUier  snffioient  grounds  exist  to 
warrant  the  accusation  of  a  civil  officer  of  the 
United  Staten  before  the  Senate.  Unless  in 
this  inquiry  the  House  be  confined  to  what  Is 
termed  ex  parte  testimony,  there  will  be  no 
bounds  set  to  their  inquiry — they  must,  then, 
hear  all  the  evidence  which  can  be  adduced  by 
lum  who  prefers  the  ohu'geB,  and  by  him 
against  whom  they  are  prefinreo,  and  thus  the 
BAQse  will,  in  Uet,  try  a  canae  over  which  the 
constitution  has  nven  to  them  no  other  power 
than  to  decide  whether  it  shall  be  tried  by  an- 
other tribnnaL  In  what  I  have  sud,  I  denre 
not  to  be  understood  as  being  opposed  to  grant- 
ing permission  to  the  memorialist  to  be  heard, 
with  the  limitations  expressed  in  the  resolu- 
tions. I  am  willing  that  he  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  comment  upon  the  statements 
and  the  facts  which  are  contained  in  the  re- 
port ;  but,  as  I  think  that  it  would  be  more  ad- 
vantageous to  him  to  sabmit  a  written  than  an 
oral  argumeut  and  as  the  time  of  the  House 
would  be  saved  by  ih»  former  mode  of  proceed- 
ing I  therefiwe  am  hi  fjaviv  of  the  amoidment 
wbioh  I  have  offered. 

Mr.  FxTTU  said  that  the  privilege  would,  in 
fact,  amount  to  noUdng,  ameee  the  Judge,  in 
Ids  oommunication  to  the  House,  should  be  per- 
ndtted  to  state  the  facts  as  they  had  appeared 
in  tbe  testimony,  and  to  show  how  the  law  ap- 
plied to  them. 

Kr.  Dr&ttoh  inquired  what  cour&e  was  to 
be  pursued,  suppose  the  Judge  should  make 
some  statement  which  was  disputed,  and  should 
then  ask  to  support  it  by  testimony. 

Mr.  Pbttis  replied,  that  each  gentleman 
wonld,  of  oourse  decide  for  himult  The 
Judge's  statement  oonld  not  oratainly  be  re- 
oedved  in  oppo^tion  to  the  testimony  delivered 
before  the  committee,  nor  would  tbe  House  be 
in  any  wise  bound  by  the  statements  he  mi^t 
make.  If  those  statements  conflioted  with  tbe 
evidence,  it  would  be  for  the  House  to  decide 
between  them. 

Ur.  Rausbt  observed,  that,  if  Judge  Feck, 
who  was  the  accused  party,  was  to  be  permit- 
ted to  make  his  own  statements  before  tbe 
House,  he  thought  it  would  be  no  more  than 
fair  that  Kr.  Lawless,  who  was  his  aconser, 
ehoold  be  allowed  the  same  priirilege.  The  one 
had  as  good  a  right  to  be  heard  aa  the  other. 
Vi.  B.  aocordii^ly  moved  so  to  amend  the  res- 
cdatibn,  bnt  withdrew  his  amendment  at  tbe 
request  of 

Mr.  Ola.t,  who  said  that  he  could  not  per- 
G^ve  any  difficulty  in  this  case.  The  pn^o- 


sition  was  a  single  and  a  simple  one.  Let  the 
Judge  submit  in  writing  an  exposition  both  of 
the  facts  and  the  law.  This  would  £BMsilitate  all 
gentlonen  in  coming  to  a  omdneion.  Tbe 
Judge  had  not  askea  leave  to  state  any  fiunta 
wtdoh  diflfered  fkwn  those  in  the  tes^tmy. 
His  fiiend  had  disdaimed,  in  his  name,  any 
such  purpose.  He  thought  it  was  a  right 
which  ought  not  to  he  denied  to  an  accused 
person,  and  he  was  persuaded  that  the  grant- 
ing of  it  wonld  lessen  the  difficulty  <n  the 
House  in  coming  to  a  just  oondoaion. 

Kr.  Mahtin  said  that  be  had  an  amendment 
which  he  presumed  would  answer  tiie  views  of 
tbe  House  gener^y.  He  believed  there  were 
none  who  supposed  that  the  Judge  was  to  be 
permitted  to  state  facts  in  his  own  favor,  in 
contradiction  to  those  which  had  i^peared  in 
tiie  testimony  before  the  Ofnnnuttee ;  that  thus 
an  Issne  was  to  be  made  up,  and  that  tbe  House 
was  to  hear  an  argnmect  on  that  issue.  8uoh 
a  thing  conld  not  be  thought  of  for  a  moment, 
Mr.  K.  was  not  indeed  fully  prepared  to  say 
how  far  it  would  he  proper  to  near  the  Jn^e 
at  all,  but,  in  so  important  a  case,  he  was  for 
extending  the  rule  of  proceeding  as  for  in  fa- 
vor of  the  accused  as  propriety  would  admit 
He  would  not  confine  the  Judge  to  too  narrow 
rules  in  an  investigation  so  important  to  his 
own  individual  reputation,  and  one  having  so 
near  a  bearing  on  our  judiciary.  The  House 
sorely  were  not  afMd  to  trast  themselves.  He, 
for  one,  was  diqtosed  to  listen  to  the  Judge 
with  all  good  foc^lng,  bnt  he  should  also,  he 
hoped,  exercise  over  hia  feelings  a  strong  re- 
straint of  caution,  while  he  endeavored  to  do 
stiict  justice  between  the  accused  party  and 
the  United  States.  Let  him  submit  a  written 
law  argument.  Let  the  House  have'an  oppor- 
tunity of  bearing  what  his  own  views  were. 
Few  subjects  involved  more  points  of  diffietd^ 
than  the  doctrine  of  contempts,  and  Mr.  M., 
for  one,  was  anxious  to  hear  what  could  be 
said  on  both  ndes.  In  such  a  case,  he  should 
not  stop  to  look  at  precedents.  Mt.  M.  then 
moved  an  amendment,  whit^  was  at.  first  ao- 
oepted  by  Mr.  Pmm  as  a  modification ;  hat, 
aftw  that  gentleman  had  oonforred  for  a  mo- 
ment with  the  Judge,  he  concluded  not  to  ac- 
cept it,  bnt  modified  hu  original  Tesolati<m  by 
iusertuig  the  word  "  written  "  before  "  state- 
ment," so  as  to  propose  that  the  Judge  might 
deliver  a  written  exposition  of  his  views  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  Bpenobb,  of  Kew  York,  said  that  the  ob- 
ject of  tbe  resolution,  as  he  understood  it,  was 
to  permit  Judge  Peck  to  be  heard.  This  ob- 
ject differed  materially  &om  that  -expressed  in 
the  Judge's  memorial,  where  be  prayed  not 
only  that  he  might  be  heard,  but  that  i^dition- 
al  witneaaea  mi^t  be  sent  for  to  Missouri.  As 
to  reodving  a  written  ezpositimi  team  the  ao- 
cused,  in  relation  to  the  law  wMoh  he  supposed 
to  have  authorized  him  in  what  he  bad  done, 
and  also  his  commentary  on  the  facts  which 
had  ^tpeared  in  evidenoe,  Mr.  S.  had  no  otgeo-' 
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tioDS.  If  there  iras  any'  law  whidi  went  to 
Justify  his  coodaot,  let  him  have  aa  opportuni- 
ty of  ahowiiif^  it  Mr.  S.  would  willingly  ao- 
qoieece,  provided  his  explanation  were  made 
befikre  Monday  next.  The  Besraon  waa  now  far 
advanced ;  and,  if  Jadge  Peck  were  sQilty,  the 
justice  of  the  oountry  r^uired  that  tiiere 
^oald  be  no  dday  in  bringing  him  to  poniah- 
meot. 

Hr.  BnoHA^TAS  said  he  would  not  suffer  him- 
Belf  to  be  betrayed  into  any  feeling  by  the  re- 
marks which  the  gentleman  from  MisBonri  had 
made,  or  by  aiqr  remarks  which  he  could  make. 
That  KeaUuttan  had  very  evidently  betrayed  his 
own  feeUngB  in  the  ease.  He  trusted  he  should 
treat  the  sobjeet  temperately  and  calmly.  As 
to  what  my  opinion  is,  (said  Hr.  B.,)  that  is 
cwtuned  in  the  report  of  the  Jndioiwy  Com- 
mittee ;  nor  had  I  ever  an  opinion  on  any  sub- 
ject more  <dear  and  decided.    If  the  report 

betrays"  any  feeling  on  my  part,  it  is  before 
the  Hoose  and  before  the  conntry,  and  they 
will  jndge. ,  The  qnegtioa  now  before  us  is  this, 
and  this  only :  What  is  the  proper  mode  of 
proceeding  for  os  to  adopt?  My  desire  is  that 
Uie  House  may  establiut  snoh  a  precedent  as 
shall  protect  the  interests  of  Uie  aooosed  in  all 
fntnre  timeu  The  Jndidary  Oommittoe  had 
Jndge  Chase's  trial  before  than.  The  mode  of 
pfooeeding  in  that  trial  they  considered  aa 
strictly  proper  and  delicate.  The  committee, 
in  that  case,  were  directed  to  report  thdr  opin- 
ion on  the  charges  against  Judge  Ohase  which 
had  been  made  on  tiie  floor  of  the  House.  For 
the  purpose  of  enaUing  them  to  do  so,  they 
procured  all  the  testimony  in  their  power.  This 
they  reported  to  the  Hoase,  toother  with  a 
simple  statement  of  their  own  opmion  upon  it 
Nothing  else.  And  why  ?  I  presume  that,  as 
it  waa  a  Judicial  proceeding,  they  wished  to 
leave  erary  gentlwian  to  decide  for  himself 
upon  the  naked  testimony.  Thej  considered 
one  member  as  conmetent  to  daeada  aa  aaothw. 
Hmr  rep<Ht  was  rraerred  to  tiie  Committee  of 
the  WhfHe  on  the  state  of  tiie  Union,  and  there 
it  waa  folly  diseassed.  With  this  precedent  be- 
fore U8,  the  committee  are  not  justly  liable  to 
the  imputation  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  Bbll,)  who  thought  it  very  singulu- 
that  the  committee  did  not  specify  the  chu^ea, 
and  give  the  grounds  and  reaaona  of  their  con- 
<ji&ion.  If  the  Oonunittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  idiall  ooncnr  with  the 
Judidary  Committee  in  their  view  of  the  case, 
then  the  House  will  e^pc^t  a  committee  to 
dran^t  artioles  of  impeaohment.  and  thns  pre- 
sent the  charges  in  a  epeoifie  forai.  These  ar- 
ticles will  be  reported  to  the  Honse,  and  the 
Hoose  will  disenss  and  decide  upon  them.  Un- 
til after  this  second  de(Haon  shall  have  been 
made,  the  accused  will  not  be  called  upon  to 
answer.  The  course  pursned  in  the  case  of 
Judge  Chase  save  to  tM  party  every  thing  he 
could  reasoD^ly  desire. 

Sir,  what  does  Judge  Feck  state  in  this  me- 
morial!  Does  he  all^  he  had  requested  of 
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the  Jndioiary  Committee  that  other  witnesses 
shonid  be  examined  >  This  he  ooold  not  state, 
for  the  fact  was  not  so.  He  made  no  each  re- 
quest ;  and  I  never  even  snspeoted  that  he  had 
such  a  wish.  Had  he  requested  it,  I,  for  one, 
should  have  thought  it  a  very  grave  question, 
and  one  that  demanded  the  most  serious  con- 
sideration. It  is  a  question  on  which  I  confess 
my  mind  is  not  at  this  time  fully  made  up. 
But  that  is  not  the  question  before  us.  We  are 
now  called  upon  to  decide  whether,  after  Jadge 
Peck  had  declined  to  m^e  such  a  request  in  the 
committee,  and  after  the  committee  have  re- 
p<)t*ted  the  testimony,  and  iSieir  opinion  upon 
It,  to  tiie  House,  it  is  proper  to  allow  him  at 
this  stage  of  the  pr9oeeatngtomake  his  defmce 
and  examine  his  witnesses  either  before  the 
same  'committee  or  before  the  Hoose. 

Our  own  precedents,  it  is  said,  differ  from 
each  other ;  but  this  is  not  the  case,  so  far  as 
they  relate  to  proceedings  against  ju^es. 

As  to  the  case  of  the  Vice  President,  he  pre- 
sented his  own  case  before  the  House,  and  de- 
muided  an  investigation.  All  cases  are  not 
necessarily  subject  to  the  same  rule.  One  case 
may  demand  one  course  of  proceeding,  and 
another  case  require  a  diffwoit  mode. 

The  remark  which  excited  tlie  ire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ifissonri,  was  merely  a  response  to 
an  opinicHi  exprMsed  by  the  Judge  in  his  me- 
monaL  I  said  that  he  had  made  Ins  ease 
rather  worse  than  better,  by  his  cross-exam- 
ination.  I  am  still  of  that  opinion. 

I  believe  the  best  course  of  proceeding  in 
such  oases,  is  that  Which  the  Honse  have 
hitherto  adopted.  Give  a  committee  charge  of 
the  complaint,  and  they  will  seek  for  disinter- 
ested witnesses  from  all  sources  within  their 
power ;  they  will  inquire  who  is  least  excited  ? 
Who  will  be  likely  to  give  tjbe  most  correct 
statement  of  ftotsf  If  they  shall  do  tins,  and 
honestiy  aim  at  attaining  the  ends  of  publio 
justice,  without  vitiating  the  rights  of  uie  ac- 
cused, we  sliall  have  taken  the  most  correct 
course.  I  am  in  favor  of  referring  this  whole 
case  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  If  that  course  shall  be 
adopted,  I  shall  not  call  np  the  report  this 
day ;  but  will  endeavor  to  examine  uie  prece- 
dents as  well  in  England  as  in  tiiis  ooontry, 
and  lay  the  result  before  the  House. 

As  to  the  course  pursued  by  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  of  Pennsylvania,  in  similar 
cases,  which  has  been  referred  to  by  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  SiTTHEBLAMn,)  of  hearing  the  de- 
fence of  the  accused,  and  examining  his  wit- 
nesses, before  voting  an  impeachment,  it  has 
never  met  my  approbation.  I  think  I  have 
obsnred  great  inoonTenienoe,  if  not  great  in- 
justice, from  that  mode  of  proceeding.  It  must 
necessarily  prejudice  the  cause.  The  accused, 
instead  of  going  before  the  Senate  without  pre- 
judice, shidded  by  the  presumption,  both  of  law 
and  justice,  that  he  is  innocent  until  he  shall 
be  proved  to  be  guilty,  will  be  arraigned  at 
their  bar,  after  having  been  convicted,  upon  a 
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fkill  trial,  by  the  deliberate  Jadgment  of  the 
House.  I  repeat  the  opmton,  that  the  beat 
mode  of  Bttumnc^astice  is  to  intrust  gaeh  oom- 
plaintB  to  a  staDOi^  committee,  selected  from 
aU  portions  of  the  Union ;  and  which,  from  its 
▼eiy  constitntioD,  most  almost  oeoessarilj  be 
impartial.  The  members  of  sneh  a  oinnmittee, 
acting  mider  the  responsibility  Thich  they  owe 
to  the  Honse  and  to  the  country,  and  clothed 
with  the  power  of  sending  for  persons  and 
papers,  will  ever  be  carefhl  to  draw  their  testi- 
mony from  pore  fonntains.  After  having  col- 
lected from  impartial  sonroes  snflicient  testi- 
mony to  satisfy  their  oonsclences  tbat  the  ao- 
cnsed  ooffht  to  be  impeached,  they  will  then 
report  this  teatimtmy,  with  their  opinion,  to  the 
Honse,  as  has  been  done  npon  the  present  occa- 
rion,  and  leave  each  member  to  jadge  of  its 
effeot  for  himself.  In  this  manner  the  rif^ta 
of  the  accnsed  will  be  best  protected,  and  the 
interests  of  jnatice  best  snbeerved. 

If  Judge  Peck  had  insinuated,  when  before 
the  committee,  that  the  parol  testimony  had 
presented  an  incorrect  statement  of  the  trans- 
action, and  had  asked  that  other  witnesses 
might  be  examined,  I  should  have  felt  mnoh 
inclined,  I  confess,  to  grant  the  request.  But 
no  snob  request  was  made  or  intimated.  We 
might  have  called  on  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sonri  (Mr.  Fsnu)  to  testify,  and  I  am  sorry 
Judge  Pe^  did  not  make  the  suggestion.  But 
I  protest  agunst  reflecting  upon  ^e  committee, 
as  though  they  had  not  been  disposed  to  elicit 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
tmth. 

In  conclusion,  I  say,  let  a  suitable  precedent 
now  be  established  for  future  times.  Let  it  be 
solemnly  determined  whether  a  judge,  when 
accused,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  demand  that  his 
whole  cause  shall  be  tried  before  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  before  an  in^teaidunait  is  re- 
soWed  up<m. 

In  deciding  tiiis  question,  I  trust  the  House 
will  oome  to  sooh  a  conclusion  as  will  best  se- 
cure the  rights  of  the  pe(^e  and  tiie  aoonaed, 
botii  now  and  hereaftOT. 

Mr.  Eliswobtk  obswed  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentieman  from  South  Oarolina 
brought  the  House  to  what  he  coniMered  the 
real  question,  and  it  was  one  whi<A  inTolved  a 
point  of  great  interest,  but  not  of  much  diffi- 
culty, though  gentlemen  seemed  not  fully  to 
agree.  Whether  we  are  to  follow  precedents 
already  established  in  the  cases  of  Judges  Chose 
and  Pickering,  or  of  William  Blount,  Senator, 
or  are  to  mark  a  new  course  to  be  foUowed 
hereafter,  it  is  important  that  we  act  with  cau- 
tifMi,  dcdngjnstice  to  the  aocnaer  and  the  ao- 
cnsed,  as  weU  as  to  the  public.  If  tibe  Honae 
adopted  the  amokdmait^  it  would  be  only  on 
the  idea  tiiat  the  Judge  was  to  be  impeached 
or  not,  according  to  the  Judgment  of  the  House 
on  the  facts  already  in  evidence.  On  these 
foots  he  should  be  glad  to  hear  the  comm^itary 
of  the  accused,  who  ought  certainly  to  have  an 
opptntonity  of  saying  in  his  own  behalf  what- 
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ever  he  had  to  say.  Bnt,  if  a  contrair  course 
should  be  adopted,  and  the  House  should  rcj^ect 
the  amendment,  he. must  conclude  the  House 
intended,  upon  this  inquiry,  tiiat  the  accused 
should  have  liberty  to  introduce  such  evidence 
as  he  pleased,  and  thus  to  put  the  matter  into 
the  hands  of  the  accused.  Mr.  £.  said  he  could 
not  consent  to  such  a  course.  This  House  has 
no  constitutional  power  to  try  the  accused. 
We  are  to  inquire  after  the  oppression  com- 
plained o^  and  to  inquire  until  we  are  satisfied 
that  an  impeachment  is  necessary,  bnt  we  can 
go  no  further ;  we  cannot  try  the  case.  Is  the 
accused  to  bring  before  us  such  witnesses  as  he 
pleasM,  to  ta^  the  defence  into  his  own  hands, 
employ  counsel,  and  try  the  chafes  ftilly  and 
perfectiy  i  This  is  not  our  bvriness.  We  have 
no  chai^  framed,  nor  can  we  hoTO,  until  wo 
decide  to  go  forward.  From  what  has  been 
sittd  on  thu  debate,  (sfdd  Mr.  £.,)  be  was  con- 
vinced some- gentlemen  misapprehended  the 
nature  of  the  Mties  of  the  committee  on  which 
he  served. 

This  House  was  the  ^ond  inquest  of  the  na- 
tion. A  judge  of  the  United  States  court  wos 
here  complained  of  by  a  private  citizen,  for  an 
alleged  trespute  upon  his  rights.  The  com- 
plaint had  been  presented  to  this  Honse,  who 
had  referred  the  case  to  one  of  its  own  com- 
mittees. The  committee,  in  the  discharge  d 
thffir  duty,  had  sent  for  all  such  witnesses  as 
might  enable  them  best  to  elidt  the  tmth  of 
the  case ;  but  he  could  assure  the  House  that 
the  selection  had  not  been  made  ex  parU.  The 
committee  had  endeavored  to  obtain  all  such 
testimony  as  would  enable  them  to  present  the 
case  fi^rly  to  the  House.  The  question  now 
was,  whether  they  should  say  to  the  accused, 
we  will  hear  you  on  the  testimony  already  ob- 
tained, or  whether  they  would  go  further, 
and  BoSet  the  aoonsed  to  introdnoe  new  testi- 
mony. 

Of  the  preUnunaiT  ihota,  he  could  say  that 
thcor  were  notof  an  ex  parte  nature.  "So  donbt 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  get  all  the  in- 
formation they  might  deem  neosssair  to  arrive 
at  the  truth ;  bnt  be  denied  the  policy  or  the 
proprie^  of  admitting  an  accused  party  to  ^ 
Defore  a  committee  into  a  thorough  trial  of  his 
wht^e  oauae,  with  counsel  to  aid  him,  and  then 
to  call  upon  this  House  to  say  whether  he  was 
guilty  or  not.  The  committee  had  sent  to 
Missouri  for  A  and  B,  for  0  and  D,  including 
persons  both  for  and  a^unst  the  accused.  They 
might  have  procured  other  testimony,  but  they 
obtained  all  they  thought  necessary.  It  was 
now  for  the  Blaae  to  wj  whether  the  accused 
should  have  another  hewing.  En^iah  preoe- 
dents  in  Parliament  have  been  seardked,  and 
with  the  exception  of  Warren  Hastily  who 
was  impeached  by  Edmund  Bnrke,  rising  in 
his  place,  the  aocnsed  has  never  introduced 
evidence  on  the  preliminary  inquiry.  If  the 
amendment  was  adopted,  he  should  under- 
stand the  Honse  as  coming  to  the  conclusion, 
that,  as  a  grand  jury,  they  were  to  get  all  the 
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&ets  neoeasaiT  to  ahow  whethw  than  was  or  was 
not  groDod  <x  impeaehment.  But  tbej  were 
not  to  hear  Judge  Peck,  as  if  he  were  on  hia 
trial  before  them ;  the  Home  was  not  the  body 
i^tpointed  to  try  ^im;  and  he  hoped  they 
wonld  proceed  on  the  ground  that  the  aocnaed 
was  to  confine  his  argument  to  sooh  facte  alone 
as  this  Honse  mi^t  choose  to  inrestigate,  and 
not  to  take  the  House  into  his  own  hands,  as 
thoogfa  he  were  to  have  a  fall  trial  on  this 
floor. 

Mr.  HosmraTOiT  addressed  the  Ohur,  in  sub- 
stance as  follows : 

I  have  read  the  evidence  on  which  the  reeo- 
Intiim  now  under  eoDrideratioi  is  founded,  with 
attentkMi,  not  only  beoanae  I  am  called  to  give  my 
vote  on  Oiat  reomatimi,  bnt  hecanse  the  tatgeot 
<tf  it  is  of  deep  interest  to  the  parties  inune- 
cUatdy  Inteoreeted  in  it,  and  to  the  nation.  If 
the  Judge,  whose  official  condnct  is  condemned, 
has  so  condnoted  as  to  require  the  constitntionai 
intenMsttion  of  this  House,  in  the  form  of  im- 
peachment, we  ought  not  to  shrink  from  the 
duty  imp(»ed  upon  ua,  from  a  rmard  to  his 
reputation,  his  future  standing,  or  the  seTority 
of  the  punishment  which  will  follow  <»nTiction. 
It  is  dne,  in  such  case,  to  the  indignity  offered 
to  the  country,  to  the  disgrace  brought  upon 
the  Judioial  office,  to  the  honor  and  safety  of 
the  Mr,  that  this  Bjrase  should  seek  to  remove 
from  ft  tugh  and  important  station  a  judge  who 
fills  it  so  unworthily.  Bnt  if  he  has  committed 
no  offence  worthy  sndi  stripes — none  embraced 
in  the  oonstitati<m  from  which  we  derive  onr 
antiiority  to  act — then  it  is  due  to  him  to  ^ve 
him  onr  protection,  to  sustain  his  reputation, 
and  to  declare  him  innocent  of  that  offence 
which  would  endai^^  the  loss  both  of  offioe 
and  character. 

l^otwithstanding  the  respectable  source  from 
which  this  resolution  has  emanated,  and  with 
no  feelings  but  those  which  proceed  from  an 
anxious  derire  to  Jndge  ri^iteoosly,  (far  all  the 
parties  more  immediately  interestea  are  stran- 
gers to  me,)  I  oaonot  oonoor  in  the  result  to 
wlddi  the  Committee  oa  the  Judidary  have 
come,  on  this  interesting  Bubject ;  and  I  hope 
that)  in  snbmitting  the  reasons  on  which  my 
(^inim  ia  founded,  I  shall  not  be  justly  ob- 
noxkraa  to  the  inqmtation  of  fitvmii^  judidal 
tyranny,  the  worst  of  all  tyranny,  because  so 
difficult  to  detect,  and  so  oppressive  in  its  con- 
seqnenoee.  I  am  a  member  of  the  same  pro- 
fession with  the  individual  who-is  s^d  to  have 
been  oppressed,  and  I  can  surely  wish  no  rule 
shoold  be  applied  to  my  brethren  in  Missouri, 
which  I  should  r^radiatewhensouf^tto  be  ap- 
plied to  mysel£ 

The  resoludmi  snbmitted  to  ns  is,  that  James 
H.  P^ck  be  impeadied  of  high  misdemeanors  in 
oflBee;.  It  is  somewhat  difficult,  if  not  impossi- 
ble, to  give  a  d^nition  of  the  term  misde- 
meanor, as  used  in  the  oonstitntifm,  which  will 
indnde  every  case  embraoed  by  that  word.  It 
does  not  mean,  merely,  an  indictable  offence  at 
common  law:  for  if  a  Judge  should  come  <m  to 
You.  XL— a 
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the  benoh  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  or,  while 
there,  ahonld  employ  himself  in  playing  games 
of  chance,  he  ought,  in  eithw  case,  to  be  Im- 
peached. Nor  does  the  term  include  incompe* 
tency  to  dischar^  the  duties  of  the  office, 
arising  from  physical  or  mental  inability.  The 
judge  holds  his  office  "during  good  behavior; " 
but  that  phrase  is  the  opposite  of  the  causes  for 
which  he  may  be  impeached — "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors."  what  constitutes  a  judi- 
cial misdemeanor,  subjecting  to  impeachment, 
mnst  depend  upon  the  circumstances  of  each 
case  as  they  exist  As  applied  to  tliis  case,  I 
think  it  susceptible  of  a  precise  definition. 

It  is  an  assumption  of  judicial  power,  exer- 
cised to  tbe  li^nry  of  an  individniEd,  uuL  dtme 
malo  €mimo. 

To  sustsin  this  restdution,  the  oommittee 
mnst  be  satisfied  that  Judge  Peck  had  no  power 
to  imprison,  and  erase  irom  the  roll  of  attor- 
neys the  name  of  Mr.  Lawless,  for  the  causes 
which  led  him  to  do  it ;  that  the  exercise  of  thia 
power  operated  to  the  injury  of  Mr.  Lawless ; 
and  that  it  was  done  with  a  corrupt  motive. 
If  either  of  these  points  is  with  the  Judge,  the 
resolution  ought  not  to  pass.  If  they  are  all 
aguQst  him,  it  ought  to  be  adopted. 

I  shall  spend  no  time  on  the  inquiry,  whether 
Mr.  Lawless  sustained  an  iq}ury  by  reason 
the  proceedings  iostitnted  against  him,  fbr  it  is 
obnous  that  a  suqMnsion  from  practice  for 
eighteen  months,  and  the  deprivation  his 
pwKmal  liberty  for  four  hoora,  were  both  In- 
jurious to  him.  The  right,  on  the  part  of  tiie 
Judge,  to  do  these  acts,  and  the  motives  with 
which  they  were  done,  are  the  only  topics  to 
which  I  shall  ask  tiie  attentifm  of  the  oom- 
mittee. 

As  to  the  right.  Was  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Lawless  such  as  to  justiiy  the  court  in  treating 
it  as  a  contempt,  punishable  by  imprisonment 
and  su^ension  from  practice  ?  It  may  be  as- 
sumed as  a  correct,  legal  propositicm.  Uiat  any 
publication,  the  ol^ect  and  design  w  which  ia 
to  corrupt  the  fountains  of  jnstioe,  br  its  ten- 
dency improperly  to  affect  the  dne  aoministra- 
tion  of  it  m  oanaes  winch  are  depending  in  the 
courts  ct  law  or  equity,  is  a  contempt,  au> 
thori^ng  a  summary  proceeding  by  process  of 
attaohment,  puuidiable  by  fine  and  impristm- 
ment,  and,  in  case  of  an  attorney,  by  suspen- 
sion from  practice.  And  it  is  immaterial 
whethw  the  effect  is  attempted  to  be  produced 
by  the  operation  of  the  publication  on  thejndge, 
the  jurors,  the  witnesses,  or  the  publio.  It  is 
equally  immaterial  what  the  text  is,  whiehi  is 
made  the  basis  of  the  publication ;  it  may  be 
the  opinion  of  a  judge  in  a  cause  previoiid^  de- 
cided, or  it  may  be  any  thing  else;  nor  is  it 
neoessary  that  the  deaign  of  the  writer  shoold 
have  been  aoomnplidied.  The  essmoe  ^  the 
ofi^nce  consists  in  the  intent  with  which  the 
publication  is  made,  and  its  tendency  improper- 
]y  to  affect  the  decision  of  causes  nndbtwmined. 
Such  is  the  law  of  contempts,  as  it  relate»t« 
the  [ffooeedingswhidihaTeledtotheieBohttitm 
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before  us ;  imd  its  i4>plioation  to  these  prooeed- 
inM  is  now  to  be  coiuid««d. 

Sefore,  however,  this  is  done,  I  dean  it 
necessaiy  to  notice  some  lamaAs  which  have 
fidlen  from  my  friends  from  PranqrlTania  and 
Hew  York,  (Mr.  BvooASks  and  Hr.  Stoubs,) 
wbicfa,  in  my  jadgmoit,  hare  no  connection 
with  the  merits  of  the  question  nnder  consid- 
eration, and  are  calcolated  to  prodace  impres- 
sions not  justified  by  the  acts  of  the  Jndge 
which  are  complained  of.  I  will  not  stop  to 
examine  whether  these  gentlemen,  in  the  style 
and  manner  of  debate  in  which  they  indolg^ 
exhibited  more  feeling  tiian.  properly  belonged 
to  the  station  which  they  ocoapy ;  for  I  am 
perfectly  sore  that  neither  of  tbem  was  actoated 
by  any  other  oondderatiou  than  that  high  sense 
of  duty  which  we  all  on^t  to  feel  |  bnt  I  most 
say,  topics  hare  been  mtroduoed,  which  de- 
serve, I  will  not  say  reprehensioDS,  bnt  a  reply. 
My  friend  from  New  York  told  the  committee, 
yesterday,  that  Judge  Peck,  in  his  written 
apology,  had  stated  that,  if  he  had  erred  in  this 
matter,  it  was  an  error  on  the  side  of  Govern- 
ment, and  calcolated  to  protect  its  interests. 

[Here  Mr.  Stobbs  explained.  The  gentleman 
had  misapprehended  him.  The  Jndge,  in  the 
paper  which  he  had  fnmisbed,  did  show  that 
he  had  erred  on  the  side  of  the  Oovemment, 
and  ennmerated  a  namber  of  cases  where  his 
decimons  had  the  effect  of  saving  the  public 
land.] 

Exactly  as  I  anderstood  him,  (said  Mr.  H.,) 
though  not  expressed  in  the  same  terms.  Sir, 
the  observation  was  calcniated  to  impress  the 
committee  with  the  idea  tliat  tiie  Jodge  wished 
us  to  recollect  that  if  he  had  proceeded  in  an 
unlawful  manner,  ha  ought  to  be  shielded,  be- 
cause he  had  done  so  in  order  to  favor  the  Gov- 
ernment. Sir,  no  such  ooncluMon  will  follow 
an  exanunation  of  that  paper.  All  tiliat  the 
Judge  says  is  this:  that,  as  very  numerous 
claims  were  pending,  which  embraced  the  same 
principles  as  the  case  of  Soulard,  he  felt  it  to 
be  his  dntr  to  g^ve  that  case  a  most  thorough 
and  dose  oamination ;  and  I  say,  that  whoever 
reads  tiiat  opinionj  cannot  avoid  o(HniDg  to  the 
oondnrion  uiat  it  is  both  an  elaborate  produc- 
ticm,  and  one  written  in  good  faith.  , 

But  we  are  told  that  tbe  opinion  of  the 
Judge,  except  in  one  particular,  was  eztrar 
jndiciaL  If  this  was  intended  to  afford  an  ex- 
cuse for  the  criticism  of  Mr.  Lawless,  I  differ 
most  materially  from  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  BvoHAKAK,)  and  my  friend  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Doddbioge.)  Neither  do  I 
a^ee  with  them  in  relation  to  these  obiter 
dicta.  My  poor  reading  has  led  me  to  con- 
dude  that  it  is  not  best  to  travel  out  of  the 
record,  and  to  express  a  lual  opinion  in  a  case 
not  before  the  coart  But  may  I  not  ask 
whether,  in  this  opinion  ddivered  by  Judge 
Peok  in  the  case  of  Soulard,  any  man  can  see 
aoght  that  looks  like  an  extrajudicial  opinion  ? 
He  first  settled  tbe  case,  and  Be  needea  not  to 
have  gone  any  further ;  bat  he  then  proceeds 
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as  if  he  would  say,  if  I  have  been  wrong  tiius 
&r,  there  is  another  pdut  whidi  makes  eqnally 
against  the  claimants.  That  is  all  he  has  done. 
He  ^ves  diSbrent  reasons  for  ooming  to  the 
same  reeolt  They  are  r^sona  callea  for  by 
the  case,  and  such  as  it  was  not  only  proper, 
but  bis  duty,  to  connder  and  discnss.  Th» 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  seems  to  Uj 
stress  on  the  fact  that  Judge  printed  hia 
opinion  in  a  newspaper.  It  that  remark  was 
intended  to  have  any  effect,  it  must  be  this, 
that  such  a  proceeding  was  derogatory  to  his 
Judicial  station.  The  gentleman  says  that  when 
the  Jndge  had  given  his  opinion,  there  he  ought 
to  have  stoppol;  but  I  ask,  was  there  any 
thing  improper  in  publishing  his  opinion  t  It 
is  a  prooeeaing,  whidi,  if  not  freqnoi^  yet 
Bomenmes  occurs. 

When  the  bar  requested  this  puUioation, 
ought  the  Judge  to  have  told  them  that  a  com- 
pliance would  be  derogatory  to  the  pnHfeadon  t 
Bnt  the  gentleman  adds  that  the  Judge  pub- 
lished this  opinion  in  a  political  newspaper. 
Now,  sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  where  he 
could  have  found  any  paper  which  was  not  po- 
litical. If  it  was  lawful  for  him  to  publish  at 
all,  I  do  not  know  where  be  must  have  gone  to 
do  it. 

[Here  Mr.  Buchanan  expluned.  As  refer- 
ence had  several  times  been  made  to  what  be 
bad  sud  on  that  subject,  he  wished  to  remind 
the  ccnnmittee  that  he  had  said  at  Hie  time  that 
he  knew  the  dliaracter  of  the  paper  only  from 
the  Judge  himself:  it  had  been  designated  by 
him  as  a  "  politicd  newspaper."] 

But  the  honorable  gentleman,  I  will  not  say 
in  the  coloring  he  gave  to  the  testimony,  bnt  in 
his  comments  and  ailment,  inqnired  wby 
Judge  Peck  solicited  the  name  of  the  publisher. 
Did  not  the  Jndge  kno^  who  he  was  1  Was 
not  his  name  on  the  paper  ?  Now,  sir,  if  this 
was  meant  for  any  thmg,  it  was  to  strengthen 
the  idea  that  the  Judge  had  selected  his  victim. 
But  surely  the  gentleman  knows  that  no  attach- 
ment coud  issue  to  bring  the  party  before  the 
court,  without  an  lAdavit  to  found  it  upon. 
And  though  the  Judge  might  see  on  the  face  of 
tbe  paper  that  A  B  was  the  publisher,  he  could 
not  issue  a  rule  on  such  eridoice— it  must  be 
of  record.  There  was,  tlien,  nothing  improp^ 
in  taking  stops  to  procure  an  affidavit 

Bnt  the  gentleman  asks,  wby  call  particularly 
on  Lawless,  when  all  the  bar  and  many  other  per- 
sons were  present?  Why,  sir.  Lawless  was  not 
specially  called.  The  Judge  inquired  if  any 
one  present  knew  who  was  the  publisher  of 
that  paper,  and  Mr.  Lawless  volunteered  an  an- 
swer to  the  question.  Without  that  answer  he 
conld'  not  have  proceeded  an  inch.  After  Mr. 
Lawleas  (and  tlie  fact  is  creditable  to  him  cer- 
tainly) had  verified  the  fact,  then  the  attach- 
ment issued.  But  I  have  more  to  do  with  the 
matter  than  the  manner  of  t^e  Judge.  And  I 
proceed  to  inqnhn,  Did  Judge  Peok  assume 
an  authori^  which  be  did  not  rightflilly  poa- 
sessf 
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The  committee  has  been  told^  over  and  over, 
in  a  style  the  most  warm  and  animated,  that 
his  conduct  was  arbitrary,  oppressive,  nncoosti' 
tutional — calculated  to  destroy  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  and  that  this  gross  assnmption  of 
ponrer  was  called  forth  by  the  axen»se,  on  the 
part  oi  Lawless,  of  hia  ondeniaUe  and  onalien- 
able  right  as  a  free  citizen  of  this  republic 
Sir,  let  OS  desoend  a  litUe  from  this  lofty  pinna- 
eft,  and  let  us  calmly  and  coolly  ask,  vrnst  did 
Ur.  Lawless  do  ?  And  was  his  act  a  contempt 
of  court?  He  pablished  an  artide  signed  "  A 
Citizen  "  in  one  of  the  papers  of  St.  Loma,  and 
which  has  been  called  "  a  respectful  commen- 
tary ^'  on  the  Judge's  opinion.  Kow,  ur,  there 
is  no  member  of  ^is  House,  whose  voice  would 
be  sooner  or  louder  raised  against  any  attempt 
to  suppress  the  legitimate  freedom  of  the  press. 
I  hope  I  shall  not  be  cbai^^  with  any  desire 
to  violate  it.  And  I  hope  that  our  courts  of 
jnstioe  will  never  be  held  to  be  so  sacred,  that 
Huai  acyndicadoiu  may  not  be  the  subject  of 
fiur  and  temperate  aninmdverBioo.  Ko  man  is 
above  it,  or  ought  to  be  above  it.  The  mo- 
ment yon  curtfdl  the  freedom  of  the  press,  you 
destroy  liberty. 

But,  sir,  while  I  guard  the  freedom,  I  am  as 
greatly  opposed  to  the  Ucentiousneas  of  the 
press ;  I  will  take  care  that  the  object  of  such 
animadversions  shall  not  be  to  bring  down 
upon  a  court  the  vengeance  of  the  public,  and 
thus  s^eet  tite  great  and  vital  interests  of  jus- 
tice, and  the  peace  and  well-being  of  society. 
The  case  has  been  treated  as  if  this  article, 
agned  "  A  OiUzen,"  was  no  more  than  a  fur 
and  honest  commentary  on  the  opinion  pub- 
lished by  the  Jadge.  Sir,  was  this  so  ?  Were 
there  not  causes  pending,  of  a  similar  kind 
wiUi  that  which  had  been  decided  ?  It  is  ad- 
mitted— it  impears  in  evidence,  there  were 
other  causes  depending  on  Spanish  concessions 
to  be  adjudged  in  that  court  Look  tlien  at 
this  publication,  and  see  what  its  object  was. 
What  was  its  motive  ?  And  what  was  likely 
to  be  its  effect  on  the  causes  pending?  Sir, 
what  does  Ur.  Lawless  tell  us  ?  (No  doubt  he 
has  a  right  to  come  here  and  spread  his  wrongs 
before  tbis  House,  if  he  has  suffered  any — ^but 
he  is  the  acooser — the  witness  in  his  own 
cause.)  And  what  other  witnesses  have  we  ! 
HEs  two  counseL  I  do  not  deny  that  these 
gentlemen  ore  competent  witnesses — ^but  what 
does  evei7  man  of  common  sense  know  ?  That 
a  party  in  interest  or  his  counsel  are  to  be 
heard  with  allowance  for  their  natural  bias. 
One  of  my  friends  has  related  to  me  a  fact  on 
this  snbject.  A  judge  was  some  time  since  try- 
ing a  cause,  when  some  point  occurred  of  evi- 
dent truth,  but  to  which  there  wss  no  witness. 
One  of  the  counsel  in  the  cause  offered  himself 
as  a  witness  to  prove  the  fact ;  but  the  judge 
suggested  to  him  that  it  would  be  better  to  let 
the  cause  go  off,  until  a  wibiess  could  be  ob- 
tained ;  because  it  did  not  seem  becoadng  in 
counsel,  when  a  eause  pinched,  to  oflbr  hii^elf 
to  be  Bwon.  The  lawyer,  however,  insisted. 


When  the  judge  sud  to  him,  "  You  are  a  com- 
petent witness,  and  I  may  not  refuse  to  have 
you  sworn ;  but,  if  you  do  testify,  I  shall  in- 
struct the  jury  not  to  believe  one  word  you 
say."  The  judge  may  possibly  have  stretched 
the  rale,  bi^  the  counsel  will  never  foiget  it. 
And  in  this  case  I  do  not  say  the  witnesses  are 
not  competent,  but  I  s^ihey  are  parties  ia 
interest :  and  yet  such  are  the  principal  wit- 
nesses in  the  case.  Now,  I  ask,  what  could 
have  been  the  motive  of  Mr.  Lawless  in  writ- 
ing that  article  ?  It  is  said  that  it  was  to  put 
bis  clients  upon  their  guard,  and  to  prevent 
them  from  becoming  the  prey  of  speculators. 
Sir,  this  article  itself  develops  his  secret  mo- 
tive— it  seems  to  me  that  I  can  read  his  heart 
as  plmnly  in  that  transaction,  as  if  it  was  laid 
open  before  my  eyes.  Is  it  not  demonstrable 
that  his  motive  could  not  have  been  that  which 
is  asfflgned  by  his  advocates  here  f  If  it  had 
been,  what  could  have  been  easier  than  to  have 
inserted  an  article  in  the  paper,  stating  that  tbo 
decision  in  the  case  of  Soiuard  was  not  final ; 
that  an  appeal  had  been  taken  to  the  Snprane 
Court  of  tne  United  States ;  and  thatt^e  cause 
was  to  be  considered  as  still  pending,  and  re- 
commending to  his  clients  to  wait  the  issue  be- 
fore they  took  any  steps  in  relation  to  their 
ol^ms.  But,  no ;  he  did  not  take  this  course, 
but  inserted  an  article  virtually  holding  out  to 
his  clients  this  language :  Do  not  be  affected 
by  this  opinion  of  Judge  Peck — ^it  is  quite  erro- 
neous. And  did  he  not  know  that  it  was  to  be 
this  vwy  judge  Peck  who  was  to  ritupon  their 
causes  to  try  them  ?  And  woold  his  clients  be 
deterred  from  selling  th^  land  by  this  1  Was 
it  not  the  very  strongest  reason  why  they 
should  sell  ?  m,  sir.  It  is  impossible  his  mo- 
tives could  have  been  such  as  gentlemen  sup- 
pose. Charity  believeth  all  things,  and  cover- 
eth  a  multitude  of  sins;  but  diarity  herself 
can  have  no  room  here.  If  this  was  not  his 
object,  what  was  it?  It  was  the  object  of  that 
article  to  affect  the  a^adications  in  the  other 
cases,  either  in  producing  in  the  Judge  an 
alarm,  which  might  check  his  progress,  or,  if 
he  was  not  to  be  intimidated,  then  by  pre-occu- 
pying  the  minds  of  those  who  were  to  become 
jurors  and  witnesses.  This  was  the  obvious 
tendency  of  the  publication.  It  was  a  direct 
appeal  from  the  court  to  the  public,  stating  that 
the  Judge  had  been  guilty  of  errors,  both  in 
law  and  in  fact.  Every  citizen  who  read  the 
article  and  believed  it,  would  say,  this  judge  is 
not  competent  to  his  duty,  and  he  should  not 
be  here.  He  has  been  guilty  of  eighteen  as- 
sumptions in  one  opinion,  all  of  which  are  erro- 
neoas.  Sir,  this  was  the  only  effect  the  article 
could  have,  and  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  this  was 
the  end  for  which  it  was  written.  Now,  if  it 
was,  then  the  act  falls  within  the  principle 
which  governed  the  law  of  contempts.  It  was 
intended  to  operate  on  cases  still  sub  jvdiee; 
whether  tiie  author  effected  his  purpose  or  not, 
is  immaterial.  The  design  of  bis  publication 
was  a  contempt.  I  have  adverted  to  thi%  not 


Digitized  by 


Google 


86 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THE 


H.oriL] 


JwigePtde. 


CAPBn^lSSO. 


BO  much  for  the  sake  of  statiog  my  own  opin- 
ion ia  relation  to  it,  as  with  a  view  to  correct 
tbe  erroneons  view  which  I  think  has  l>een 

S'ven  by  every  gentleman  who  has  spoken  in 
Tor  of  the  impeachment.  I  appeal  to  all  who 
hear  me  to  say  whether  the  resolution  has  not 
been  advocated  in  fact  npon  the  sole  ground 
that  the  object  of  the  publication  of  Mr.  Low- 
less  was  fair  and  honest  and  commendable,  and 
not  designed  to  have  acr  effect  npon  the  causes 
pending.  Kow,  can  a  design  be  called  honest 
and  fair,  which  goes  to  oormpt  the  fotmtuns  of 
justice,  no  matter  how  this  is  effected,  whether 
throng  the  Jndge  himself,  or  through  the 
lurora  and  witnesses  ?  To  test  Uie  tmth  of  this 
idea,  let  us  suppose  that,  instead  of  the  article 
rigned  *'  A  Citizen,"  Mr.  Lawless  had  written 
one  in  this  form :  '*  To  all  persons  who  may 
appear  as  jurors  or  witnesses  at  the  next  term 
of  the  <Ustrict  court  for  the  district  of  Mis- 
Bouri,  before  the  Hon.  Jamea  H.  Peck,  Judge  of 
the  same :  take  notice,  that,  at  tbe  trial  of  Son- 
lard^s  heirs,  the  smd  Jndge  ossamed  eighteen 
points  of  fact  and  of  law,  all  of  which  were 
false."  I  ask,  wo\ild  any  man  have  doubted 
whether  this  was  deigned  and  calculated  to 
impresB  the  pablio  mind  in  a  manner  onfavOT^ 
Able  to  the  court?  there  is  not  a  man  who 
oonld  read  this  notice,  and  compare  it  with  the 
opinion  of  Jndge  Peck,  that  must  not  suppose, 
iihe  believed  it  tme,  that  the  Jndge  was  either 
a  very  wicked  man,  or  else  a  natural  fool — that 
he  was  too  ignorant  or  too  corrupt  to  hold  his 
station.  I  now  leave  this  part  (tf  the  subject, 
and,  after  a  word  or  two  more,  I  shall  have 
done.  If  it  will  not  be  thou^t  by  my  friends 
from  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  to  be  extra- 
judicial, I  will  go  one  step  further.  If  I  have 
been  correct  so  for,  nothing  more  need  be  said ; 
but  suppose  I  have  been  mistaken,  tiiere  re- 
mains another  view  to  which  I  mast  advert,  at 
hazard  of  being  charged  with  an  0&«0r 
dictium;  and  I  ask  whether,  in  the  conduct  of 
Judge  Peck,  there  is  reason  to  Infer  tiie  absence 
of  malice,  whether  we  are  obliged  to  suppose 
that  he  had  any  other  motive  than  to  uphold 
the  honor  and  purity  of  the  court.  8ir,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  things  in  the  world  to 
judge  of  men's  intentions ;  and  I  could  not  but 
feel  some  snrprise  at  a  remark  of  my  friend 
from  New  York,  (Mr  Stoees,)  who  observedj  if 
I  understood  biro,  that  we  need  not  look  with 
eagle  eyes  into  tbe  motives  of  the  accused,  see- 
ing that  we  were  only  taking  the  preliminary 
steps  towards  a  prosecution.  Now,  sir,  my 
limited  practice  had  led  me  to  believe  that,  in 
all  proceedings  tz  parte,  there  was  a  pecnliar 
necessity  that  the  evidence  should  be  fall  and 
satisfactory.  And  is  it  so  that  we  must  not 
look  into  the  motives  of  the  accused  1  If  not, 
then  there  is  an  end  to  all  f^mess.  And  what 
is  the  conclusion  ?  The  accused  must  look  out 
for  himself.  But  surely  the  presumption  of 
malice  may  be  rebntted  by  circumstances ;  and 
I  cannot  conceive  how  the  gentlenum  could 
have  supposed  that  there  was  any  other  motive 


in  this  publication  than  a  design  to  bring  the 
court  into  contempt. 

[Mr.  Stobbs  here  explained.  What  he  had 
smd  was,  that  the  committee  were  not  bound 
to  look  with  eagle  eyes  for  palliations  of  the 
offence,  substantiated  by  testimony.] 

Just  as  I  understood  him,  said  Mr.  H.,  and  I 
enter  my  entire  dissent  from  the  doctrine.  I 
am  a  perfect  non-believer  in  it.  The  question 
we  have  to  settle  is,  whether  the  circumstances 
are  such  as  to  infer  an  honest  or  a  malicious 
intent.  If  Jndge  Peck  viewed  this  anonymous 
wtiole  as  more  oalonlated  to  impress  the  public 
mind  tiban  if  a  direct  charge  had  been  ad- 
vanced of  ignorance  or  corruption,  then  I  do 
not  wonder  that  he  came  to  the  conclnsion  that 
the  intent  of  the  writer  was  to  embarrass  the 
causes  which  might  come  into  his  court.  I 
have  looked  at  the  criticism  of  the  Judge's 
opinion,  and  I  say  that  every  charge  hits  been 
highly  colored,  and  that  in  others  there  has 
been  a  complete  distortion  of  the  Judge's 
meaning.  I  ask  every  gentleman  calmly  to 
compare  the  article  signed  "  A  Oitizen,"  with 
the  opinion  of  Judge  Peck,  and  to  say  whether 
it  is  not  a  perfect  caricature  of  that  opinion. 
And  if  the  Judge  entertained  this  opinion,  tJien 
joa  find  a  motive  at  once  fat  his  conduct.  The 
article  held  him  up  to  an  abneed  pnUio  as  in- 
competent to  the  duties  of  his  station ;  and  if. 
it  did  so,  then  I  say  that  the  Judge  acted  from 
a  motive  which  is  fair  and  becoming  in  every 
man  who  means  to  protect  himself;  and  I  say 
farther,  that  a  judge,  believing  that  one  of  the 
counsel  in  his  court  had  been  guilty  of  such  an 
attempt  to  corrupt  the  fountains  of  justice,  and 
did  not  lay  a  heavy  hand  npon  him,  is  not  fit 
for  hb  station ;  and  as  long  as  I  shall  continue 
a  lowyer  at  the  bar,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
subject  myself  to  the  same  rule.  I  do  not 
wonder  that  the  Judge's  commentary  on  this 
prodnctum  occupied  three  hours.  The  subject 
had  been  labononaly  examined  by  him,  and 
had  been  fully  set  forth  in  his  opinion ;  and  I 
do  not  wonder  that  a  circumstanUal  examina- 
tion of  it,  and  refatation  of  the  falsehoods  in 
the  article,  should  have  taken  him  a  consider- 
able time.  But,  sir,  we  find  a  motive  inde- 
pendent of  this.  In  what  circumstances  was 
the  Jadge  placed  when  he  made  this  examina- 
tion? He  was  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  members  of  a  profession  honorable 
in  itself,  and  as  useful  as  it  is  respectable. 
Among  them  all  he  found  no  voice  in  favor  of 
the  Gtovemment ;  bnt  every  member  d  the  St. 
Louis  bar,  excepting,  perlutps,  the  attorney  of 
the  United  State^  was  retained,  either  as  attor- 
ney or  connseL  tar  srane  of  these  claims.  It  is 
sidd  that  Hr.  Lawless  was  personally  interested 
in  the  case  of  Soolard ;  whether  he  and  the 
other  gentlemen  were  to  share  profits  with  the 
cMmants,  is  not  for  me  to  say;  bnt,  in  the 
State  from  which  I  come,  a  lawyer  who  would 
lend  his  profesdonal  services  in  a  speculation 
of  that  kind,  would,  if  detected,  be  stricken 
from  the  rolls  vith  disgrace.  What  moralitj 
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may  prevail  to  the  westward  on  this  subject,  I 
know  not;  perhaps  the  practice  there  may  be 
ooosiderad  very  honorable.  All  I  shall  say  is, 
tbat  I  am  very  ^ad  snch  notions  have  no  place 
in  my  State.  A  judge  thus  sarroanded  had 
been  publicly  charged  with  not  knowing  the 
fact,  or  the  law  on  which  he  was  called  to  de- 
cide. Now,  far,  I  confess  I  do  not  know  any 
thing  more  calculated  to  touch  hts  reputation 
or  wound  his  feelings.  Fbrhaps  a  charge  of 
OMToption  might  have  been  a  little  worse,  but 
I  bdieve  that  most  men  woold  nearly  as  lief 
be  chafed  with  one  as  vith  the  other.  The 
Jodge  did  show  a  little  feeling  on  the  occasion 
— £  think  I  should  have  shown  mnch  more. 
Ho  sat  patiently,  and  heard  the  charge  fully 
argued.  The  accuser  Itimself  says  that  he  was 
permitted  to  discnss  it  bo  long  as  he  wished, 
and  dmring  this  time  there  was  nothing  in  the 
Judge's  demeanor  different  from  what  it  was  at 
other  times.  Now  I  ask  what  motive  could 
the  Jadge  have  had  to  oppress  this  man  f  Was 
it  his  interest  to  do  so  t  Evidendy  not.  Was 
it  any  malidona  resentment  f  Why,  sir,  Hr. 
lAwksB  lumself  saya  that  he  and  the  Jndge 
had  alwijys  been  on  good  terms.  I  therefore 
cooclnde  that  he  acted  on  this  occasion  in  good 
faith,  tiunwh  it  is  possible  that  he  mistook  Lis 
powers.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  very  cir- 
co instance  most  inusted  on  as  evidence  of  evil 
intent  in  the  Jud^e,  is  pregnant  with  evidence 
in  his  favor.  It  is  said  that  he  exhibited  pas- 
sion in  his  manner,  and  that  his  langnoge  was 
violent.  Well,  sir,  I  admit  that  he  was  some- 
what indiscreet;  bat  I  am  yet  to  learn  that 
warmth  of  manner  is  evidence  of  corruption. 
Is  the  manner  of  a  person  who  designs  to  per- 
petrate oppresrion  nnder  the  mask  of  judicial 
nowtr  usually  warm  and  pssdonato  ?  No,  ior  1 
be  ecmes  coolly  to  his  tosk  of  hypocilsy ;  he 
«xpreases  great  r^ret  at  the  task  imposed  on 
him.  He  begins  by  degrees,  looks  earnestly 
upon  the  asHmbly  and  compassionately  upon 
the  culprit,  speaks  of  the  enormity  of  his 
offence,  r^rets  extremely  that  he  should  have 
been  goilty  of  it,  asks  him  if  he  is  ready  to 
npolo^ze,  and  then  proceeds  to  the  blow  for 
which  all  this  preparation  was  made,  and 
strikes  his  victim  from  the  roll.  Is  that  the 
deportment  of  the  Judge  1  We  find  him  warm 
nnd  animated,  over-excltcd,  perhaps  rash  in  his 
language ;  but  does  not  this  betray  an  honest 
conviction  that  he  would  be  faithless  to  his 
dnty  if  he  did  not  punish  a  flagrant  outrage  on 
the  adminigtration  of  jnstiee !  When  i^tempt- 
ing  to  ascertain  the  motive  of  the  Judge,  ought 
we  not  to  remember  that  he  offered  the  offend- 
er  the  opportunity  of  purging  himself  by  oath, 
which  was  refused ;  and  my  friend  from  New 
York  thought  it  astonishing  that  any  one  should 
ooDsider  this  refusal  as  an  aggravation  of  tbe 
ooDtempt, 

/Here  Mr.  Spsitcsr  explained.   He  said  that 
irhea  iitemjgatoriea  were  offered  tbey  were 
senr  Umiiodt  «nd  tbe  accused  could  not  know 
wi^  would  be  the  nature  of  them.] 


[H.  or  & 

Sir,  this  circumstance  furnishes  my  mind 
with  a  presumption  in  favor  of  the  Judge. 
The  interrogatories  necessary  for  the  accused 
to  purge  himself  from  intenUonal  contempt, 
were  few  and  simple.  The  question  was  put  to 
the  printer,  whether  Lawless  said  that  he  did 
not  intend  any  thing  like  contempt  towards  tbe 
court,  bnt  afterward  we  hear  nothing  more  of 
this.  If  the  object  of  the  Judge  had  been  the 
gratification  of  revenge,  we  shotdd  have  heard 
of  no  interrogatories.  I  will  not  say  tiiat  the 
Judge  was  authorized  in  doing  all  that  he  did, 
but  I  insist  that  the  offer  of  interrogatories  was 
no  addition  to  his  guilt. 

I  feel  very  thankful  for  the  attention  with 
which  the  committee  have  indulged  me.  I  felt 
that  the  case  was  a  very  important  one ;  and 
as  very  distinguished  friends  held  an  opinion 
with  respect  to  it  the  reverse  of  my  own,  I 
considered  it  to  be  my  duty  briefly  to  state  the 
reasous  for  my  own  opinion,  and  for  the  vote 
which  I  shall  give  against  the  impeachment. 

Mr.  Bates,  of  Uassachnsetts,  observed  that 
this  was  a  high  criminal  proceeding  against  a 
high  officer  of  OoTemment.  The  aoonsed 
ought  to  be  treated  with  the  utmost  liberality. 
He  need  not  speak  of  the  effects  of  the  present 
proceeding,  either  on  the  character  of  tbe  ac- 
cused party  or  upon  the  Government  Merely 
to  allude  to  the  expense  and  trouble  incident 
to  a  trial  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  the  ne- 
cessary and  consequent  delay  of  business,  would 
be  Bumcient  to  induce  a  proper  degree  of  cau- 
tion on  the  part  of  this  House,-  in  instituting 
this  constitutional  process. 

An  application  was  now  made  by  the  friend 
of  tbe  accused,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
make  a  oommnnication  to  me  House,  orally  or 
otherwise,  as  he  might  choose,  in  relation  to 
tbe  law  and  the  Acts  of  his  case.  He  hoped 
the  privilege  would  be  accorded.  He  was  not 
for  fettering  the  Judge,  and  restricting  and  em- 
barrassing him  by  too  mnch  regulation ;  or  by 
tbe  commitment  of  his  friends  in  this  House  to 
this  or  that  course.  Let  him  be  heard  in  the 
way  he  might  himself  prefer.  Mr.  B.  denied 
that  the  House  was  to  proceed  in  the  character 
of  a  grand  jury.  He  nad  mnch  doubt  on  the 
propriety  of  receiving  only  ex  parte  evidence, 
in  many  casts,  even  before  an  ordinary  grand 
jury ;  but  the  reasons  for  it  there  would  not 
apply  to  this  House.  If  the  accused  was  de- 
sirous of  being  heard  either  on  the  law  or  on 
the  factSj  Mr.  B.  was  for  hearing  him.  He 
thought  it  due  to  him.  He  hoped  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  adopted,  in  the  confidence  that 
Judge  Peck  knew  what  belonged  to  this  Honse, 
and  what  becune  him  as  a  Jndge  and  a  gen- 
tleman. 

[Mr.  Bdeoes  followed  Mr.  BAtks,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, whose  speech  condnded  the  debate 
for  this  day.] 
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Buffalo  and  2fm  Orleant  Eoad  Bill. 

The  HoQBe  vent  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Hathbb  in  the  chair,  and  took  np 
the  Baffalo  and  New  Orleans  road  bUL 

Hr.  Lka  said  that  he  had  hitherto  refrained 
from  enjnuing  in  this  discnssion,  partly  on  so* 
connt  of  the  exceeding  relnctance  and  he^taD- 
cy  witii  which  he  vonid  at  any  time  ask  to  be 
heard  in  this  faaU.  Bnt  he  had  been  inflaenced, 
alao,  by  a  desire  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  at  the  lime  of  presenting  his  views  on  the 
sabject  generally.  Since  an  early  stage  of  the 
debate,  Uiis  had  not  been  in  his  power,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  amendments  and  motions  which 
had  been  pending ;  and  he  was  aware  that  the 
same  difficulty  yet  continued ;  hut  the  manner 
and  progress  of  the  discnsaion  had  admonished 
him  that  he  should  not  longer  refrain,  and  that 
he  ought  to  use  the  contemplated  amendment 
b^  way  of  objection  and  argument  against  the 
bill  in  its  present  form.  He  would  tiros  be  aUe 
to  exhibit  the  comparative  advantages  of  the 
p>lan  of  the  amendment  for  execnting  this  and 
similar  works,  and  bol^  modes  would  then  be 
before  the  'committee,  so  that  gentlemen  could 
f^ly  connder  whether  they  would  be  willing 
to  adopt  either.  If  so,  they  would  be  prepared 
to  vote  against  the  motion  now  pending  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clanse  of  the  bill ;  but, 
if  otherwise,  they  would  sustain  that  motion 
which  goes  to  defeat  the  whole  bill.  He 
thought  it  particularly  proper,  in  order  to  test 
this  measare  fairly,  that  both  plans,  and  the 
whole  nilu«ot,  should  be  fully  developed,  be- 
fore the  (xnnmittee.  previously  to  takii^  a  vote 
on  this  q[aeBtion,  which  may  be  dedrive. 

I  have  thus,  said  L.,  indicated,  in  a  ftw 
wordsj  my  object  generally ;  and  X  hope  the 
committee  will  now  indulgently  allow  me  to 

Iiresent  my  views  more  at  large.  The  pecn- 
iarity  of  my  situation  may  afford  an  ^ology 
not  only  for  my  speaking,  but,  also,  for  ^ving 
some  of  my  remarks  a  local  direction.  With 
hut  very  humble  pretensions,  I  have  desired  to 
be  eqnally  unassuming— and  I  might  not  have 
felt  myself  called  on  to  deput,  on  this  occa- 
sion, from  my  habit  of  silent  voting,  if  this  bill 
had  not  addressed  itself  directly  to  the  homes, 
interests,  utd  (belinga  <^  my  oonstitDents.  Bnt 
the  proportion  <rf  the  bill  is,  that  this  road 
shall  ran  through  my  district  somewhere ;  and 
(in  the  "gloriona  nncert«nty"  <^  these  pro- 
jects) that  is  taken  to  be  almost  anywhere  and 
everywhere.  The  engineers,  to  be  sure,  trav- 
elled along  the  principal  stage  road  through 
that  country,  and  that  is  understood  to  be  the 
western  route  indicated  in  their  report.  But 
there  are  many  other  roads  ninning  in  the  same 
general  direction,  along  the  extensive  valley  of 
East  Tennessee,  between  Kentucky  on  the  one 
•tide,  and  North  Carolina  on  the  other;  and 
private  surveying  has  been  resorted  to  for  as- 
certaining the  nearest  and  best  way.  And 
how  many  Is  it  supposed  there  are  of  the  good 


[AnoL,  1S80. 

people  along  these  respective  roads,  who  have 
any  donbt  that  the  way  nearest  to  their  dwell- 
ings is  the  very  best  way  in  all  the  world  for 
this  great  national  road?  All  but  one  route 
(and  l^at  one,  too,  perhaps)  mnst,  in  the  end, 
be  disappoint«d ;  but,  unt^  the  matter  shall 
have  been  settled,  h<^  will  continue  the  flat- 
terer <tf  aU. 

This  nultiforra  o^  of  a  road  to  a  people 
who,  have  never  received  any  thing  in  this 
way,  and  who  feel  the  want  of  improved  out- 
lets to  market  more  than  any  other  part  of  the 
Union,  has  naturally  produced  uncommon  ex- 
citement in  that  quarter.  It  is  not  difficult  to 
know  the  variety  and  Inxuriance  of  the  growth 
of  such  a  hotbed.  Many  of  my  honest  constit- 
uents have  been  led  away  by  vain  expectations, 
which  they  will  never  realize,  and  excited  by 
means,  some  of  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  ex- 

Elain,  Not  wly  much  speaking  and  writuw 
ave  been  restated  to,  but,  also,  n^fj^borhood, 
town,  and  connty  meetings  have  been  held,  to 
discuss  and  decide  the  eonstitntitmali^  and  ex- 
pediency of  the  very  biU  now  under  our  con- 
sideration ;  and  with  the  view  of  instractuig 
me,  and  requesting  others  to  support  it  as  con- 
stitutional and  expedient,  not  merely  for  leak- 
ing such  a  road  as  is  proposed  in  tiie  bill,  bnt  a 
railroad,  according  to  the  rage  of  the  times — 
even  a  splendid  national  rulroad  I 

It  is  not  my  purpose  now  to  inquire  into  the 
motives  of  any  who  participated  in  those  meet- 
ings, nor  am  I  disposed  to  be  outdone  by  any 
of  them  in  matters  of  civility.  I,  therefore, 
take  occasion  to  perform  a  twofold  duty — ^first, 
of  rendering  my  w^owledgmeato  to  all  of 
them  fbr  the  attention  whioh  they  have  been 
pleased  to  yhj  to  me  during  my  absence  finuu 
home — and,  secondly,  of  twdering  the  thanks 
of  some  of  them  to  the  honorable  churman, 
and  the  other  honorable  gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Cimals,  for  this  precious 
bill,  which  seems  to  be  regarded  by  some  as 
almost  a  providential  means  of  hastening  the 
miltenninm  itself  1 

Having  dischai^^  thus  much  of  my  duty,  I 
should  neglect  another  part  of  it,  were  I  not  to 
make  some  further  remarks  concerning  these 
same  meetings;  for  it  so  happened  Uiat,  at 
some  of  them,  a  nuijority  did  not  feel  them- 
selves qnlto  BO  much  flattored  hy  the  Mil  as  to 
give  it  their  approbation.  Such  was  the  resnlt, 
I  understand,  at  those  meetingB,  where  the  sab- 
ject was  fhlly  discussed  before  the  people. 
They  were  a  uttle  shy  of  this  proffered  favor. 
The  hook  most  be  better  baited  before  they  can 
be  caught  I  have  forborne  from  censuring 
any  one ;  but,  I  should  not  do  justice  to  my 
own  feeUngs,  considering  the  extraordinary  ex- 
citement which  this  matter  has  occasioned 
among  my  constitnents,  if  I  were  to  refrain 
from  awu^ing  my  feeble  commendation  to 
snoh  of  them  as  have  opposed  this  bill,  so  re- 
ally degrading,  and  yet  so  flattering  to  inter- 
ested and  sQperfioiu  observers,  with  such 
temptations  before  them,  and  ih  the  midst  of 
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great  clamor  in  faror  of  the  bill,  Utey  have 
manifested  that  kind  of  moral  coarage  and  po< 
litical  Tirtne,  on  which  the  liberties  we  eiyoy 
must  alwajB  depend — and  even  those  who  may 
CKudiSfy  difir  from  than  in  t^dnioOf  mnst  ao- 
kBowki^  the  rterUag  patnotism  of  th^ 
emne,  in  adhering  to  what  Hu^  regarded  as 
correct  prindplea.  Liberty  to  them  is  more 
valuable  than  gold — and  X  am  prond  to  have 
the  honor  of  r^resentiog  rach  flreemen. 

Another  ooosideration  adds  to  the  pecnliaritjr 
oi  mj  ntnation.  I  find  myself  the  only  mem- 
ber on  this  floor  from  several  hundred  miles  of 
distance  along  the  contemplated  route  of  this 
road,  who  refuses  to  take  this  dose  of  poison, 
as  it  has  been  prepared.  Two  of  my  honor- 
able colleagaes  immediately  to  the  west  of  me, 
and  another,  with  two  honorable  gentlemen 
from  Vii^pnia,  immediatdy  to  the  east  of  me, 
an  in  fimn*  of  this  bill,  althoogh  they  have 
aniTed  at  that  point  by  ^ffermt  roads,  Boine.of 
which  are  new  and  nntravdled  befbre.  For  aU 
of  Umbo  gmtlemen  I  feel  a  rinoere  fiiradahn> 
penonaDy,  and  I  have,  also,  been  in  the  habit 
of  hamKHUidng  with  them  on  poHtioal  snttJeots 
geottally. 

Perhaps  yon  may  consider  my  ritaation 
rather  embarrassing,  in  the  midst  of  sach  a 
maltiplieity  of  roates  through  my  district — 
such  a  dirernty  of  sentiment  among  my  con- 
stitaents — and  such  cross-firing  from  my  friends 
in  tiiis  hall.  I  confess  that  I  derive  no  pleas- 
nre  from  this  o(Hifusion — that  I  regret  the  con- 
flict o(  (pinion  and  of  interest ;  but  not  so  much 
from  considerations  personal  to  myself^  as  from 
othm  of  pnblio  ooncem.  Yet,  it  is  to  no  par- 
pose  to  exprees  nnavailiag  Togreta ;  every  one 
most  aet  on  his  own  convietionB  and  responsi- 
Irilities;  and  I  assure  the  committee  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt  or  di£Bcalty  as  to  my  own 
coarse.  I  will  not  vote  for  this  bill.  I  cannot 
approve  either  of  its  principles  or  of  its  details. 
But  I  am  not,  therefore,  an  enemy  to  internal 
improvonents ;  on  the  contoary,  I  would  iavor 
all  of  a  proper  kind,  to  be  executed  la  a  proper 
manner.  A  good  road  through  my  country 
vonld  doabtless  be  very  convuiient ;  and,  cer- 
tnalVf  I  would  have  no  objections  against  it  in 
itidf  considered,  but  I  have  some  objections 
against  obtaining  it  at  the  expense  of  my  own 
oaUi  and  the  constitntioQ— oor  liberties  and 
petmanent  wel&re. 

Some  honorable  gentiemen  have  told  as 
moeh  of  their  obedience  to  the  will  of  their 
ctmatitnenta.  I,  too,  acknowledge  to  some  ex- 
ieatj  the  force  of  such  an  obligation ;  but  not 
quite  so  obseqnionsly,  perhaps,  as  some  of  my 
frioids.  I  would  not  be  understood  as  r^;ard- 
less  of  their  good  opinion.  I  would  prize  it 
highly  at  all  times,  either  in  public  or  private 
Bfe.  Nor  will  I  affect  indifference  to  my  own 
destiny ;  and  it  will  be  my  bosiaess  to  Batisfy 
my  eonsdtaents  of  the  correctness  of  my  pnblic 
eoodact ;  but,  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  do  so 
w  not,  is  to  ma  a  aeomdary  ocKt^eration ;  for 
I  hoUl  Aatnomanisfitto  be  are{«eaentativ6 


[H.  or  B. 

here,  who  can  hesitate  as  to  a  choice  between 
his  own  personal  popularity  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  trae  principles  of  our  Government. 
To  them  I  look  and  aahere,  as  the  best  means 
oi  promoting  the  best  interests  of  my  people, 
rather  than  to  delusive  e:q>edient8  for  reli^  or 
pitifhl  advantages,  resnltiDg  in  no  permanent 
good,  but  answering,  for  a  &ne,  tiie  purposes  of 
oertun  candidates  for  popular  ftvor. 

I  was  sent  here  to  act  on  my  oath,  to  do 
good,  not  mischief— to  execute,  not  violate,  the 
great  compact  of  this  Union. 

My  constituents,  of  all  classes,  have  long 
known  that  I  could  not  vote  for  any  such  biS 
as  that  now  before  us ;  and,  while  some  of  them 
have  been  asking  me  to  do  so,  they  most  have 
had  other  motives  than  even  a  hope  that  I  could 
comply  with  their  request.  Tbey  know  my 
sentiments,  and  they  expect  ma  to  maintain 
them,  A  nuyority  of  them  sent  me  here  as  a 
State  right  republicui,  as  eontradistingaished 
from  a  national  republican.  Th^  are  jealous 
of  the  BMumed,  overgrown,  and  Increasing 
powers  of  this  splendid  Federal  Gtovemment ; 
and  they  are  not  willing  to  look  to  it  as  ^ 
'*  dispenser  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift  under 
heaven."  They  see  that  it  is  becfttmng  more 
and  more  the  fashionable  idol  of  the  times,  es- 
pecially among  those  who  desire  to  be  initiated, 
or  to  continue  prieete  at  the  altar ;  and  they 
fear  the  danger  that  a  new  and  ponderous  ma- 
chine will  be  fabricated  as  a  eubstitute  for  the 
beneficent  ori^nal;  and  that  the  idolatrons 
worshippers  of  this  political  Juggernaut,  in 
whole  oommnnUies,  are  to  be  crushed  beneath 
its  wheels.  The  thing  has  progressed  some 
distance  already ;  the  devotees  an  assemblii^ ; 
and  new  convertsy  even  from  those  who  were 
thought  to  be  steadfast  in  a  better  reli^on,  ore 
prostrating  themselves  before  it.  I  yet  belong 
to  another  faith ;  and,  instead  of  these  immola- 
tions having  any  tendency  to  proselyte  me, 
they  render  the  scene  appalling  indeed,  and  es- 
tablish me  in  my  own  creed. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  all  will  agree  in 
opinion,  either  as  to  politics  or  religion ;  but 
there  are,  neverthedess,  in  each,  both  positive 
and  comparative  differences  between  right  and 
wrong,  on  which  must  depend  the  ffuth  of  in- 
dividnali  and  of  nations ;  and  it  should  be  the 
effort  of  every  one,  at  all  times,  to  ^tain  the 
nearest  practicable  f^prozimation  to  troth.  But 
while  important  difierenoee  most  exist,  a  spirit 
of  toleration,  and  even  conciliation,  is  indispra- 
sably  necessary  to  prevent  ruinous  diatracti<m. 
Who  can  look  to  tlie  vast  and  various  interests 
by  which  different  portions  of  this  extensive 
country  are  influenced— by  which  their  repre- 
sentatives here  are  propelled  in  different  direc- 
tions, without  discoveriog  the  utter  hopeless- 
ness of  long  managing  the  great  concerns  of 
this  Union  to  advantage,  or  even  continuing 
the  partnership,  without  exercising  the  utmost 
forbearance,  and  executing  a  determination  not 
to  push  matters  to  extremity?  When  this 
General  Goyemment  moves  on  tiie  border  of 
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the  coDstitQtioiij  even  then  prudence  pvee  a 
caution ;  when  it  unscrupuloasly  passes  over  a 
doubtful  boundary,  and  occupies  eveiy  inch  of 
disputed  eronnd,  harmony  and  good  feeling 
must  yield  to  jealousies,  animosities,  and  con- 
tentions ;  but  whenever  it  shall  boldly,  delib- 
erately, and  perseveringly  march  farther,  and 
invade  the  undisputed  territory  of  others,  then 
tiie  natnral  consequences  must  be,  (as  when  the 
Rubicon  was  passed,  and  Rome  was  no  longer 
free.)  anarchy  first,  and  deapotism  neit. 

Tnts  Federal  Qovemment  has  Often  sported 
wantonly  on  doubtful  gronnd;  occasionally, 
but  Inadvertently,  perhaps,  it  has  trespassed 
further ;  bat  if  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion should  ever  become  a  law,  in  its  present 
form,  it  would  be  idle,  insulting,  to  pretend 
that  we  aim  at  any  tMng  short  of  consolida- 
tion, and  a  complete  conqnest  of  the  State  au- 
tiiorities. 

I  consider  this  bill  as  the  most  direct  and 
daring  attempt  upon  State  jurisdiction  and  au- 
thority, that  was  ever  before  a  Congress  of  this 
Union.  Is  it  not?  What  does  it  amonnt  tot 
Nothing  less  than  a  podtive  direction  to  the 
PreaideDt  to  take  prompt  and  effectual  meas- 
ures to  bate  a  road  made  from  the  northern 
htkes  to  Kew  Orleans,  near  the  sonthera  gulf, 
without  saying  one  word  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  juiiadiction  or  rights  of  States,  or 
corporations,  or  individuals,  are  to  be  regarded 
or  adjusted,  in  cases  of  difficulty.  The  strong 
arm  of  power  must  not  be  stayed,  but  must  act 
promptly  and  effectually  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject, no  matter  whose  rights  or  wnat  obstruc- 
tions may  interpose ;  for  gentlemen  have  taunt- 
ingly told  us,  here  and  elsewhere,  that  an  act 
of  Congress  cannot  be  controlled,  nuless  the 
politdcsl  mnnipotent^  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  condescend  to  advise  ns  of  error.  Aai  is 
awih  a  power  as  tiiis  to  be  pat  into  the  hands 
<tf  the  Pre^dent  of  this  Union,  at  this  early 
day  ?  Is  he  to  be  authorized,  commanded,  to 
go  forward  and  make  this  road,  without  repird 
to  the  rights  of  anybody?  The  like  of  it  never 
was  hes^  of  in  any  country  that  was  not  a 
downright  tyranny,  or  where  there  was  even  a 
decent  respect  for  the  rights  of  man.  Some 
mode  of  ascertaining  rights,  aod  compensating 
for  damages,  would  seem  to  be  indispensable. 
I  have  no  disposition  to  push  scruples  or  appre- 
hensions beyond  due  bounds,  but  this  bill  has 
no  bounds  as  to  principle — and  when  or  where 
are  we  to  stop? 

At  a  proper  time,  it  ts  my  intention  to  o^ 
an  amendment,  with  a  view  of  saving  the  rights 
of  the  States,  of  corporations,  and  of  individ- 
uals, as  far  as  practicable.  At  present  I  can 
only  urge  it  as  an  argument,  to  show  ihOk  the 
bill  is  not  as  it  should  be,  and  to  point  out  a 
better  mode  of  executing  this  and  all  similar 
works.  By  contrasting  the  amendment  with 
the  bill,  the  imperfections  of  the  latter  will  ap- 
pear more  strikingly,  perhaps,  than  by  any 
other  means ;  while  there  will  be  exhibited  a 
plan  for  conducting  internal  improvements, 


under  the  an^icee  of  this  Govemnment,  by 
which  many  and  serious  difficulties  will  be  ob- 
viated, and  which  I  think  well  worthy  of  the 
most  deliberate  consideration  of  every  citizen 
of  the  States  of  this  Union.  We  are  told  that 
this  Government  will  progress  in  the  business 
of  internal  improvement,  and  some  gentlemen 
seem  very  confident  in  this  opinion.  If  its 
progress  in  that  way  should  be  very  axtoisive, 
it  most  be  matter  of  great  importance  that  some 
[dan  shonld  be  adopted  to  attain  the  ends  in 
the  least  ezceptionaUe  mannw.  The  amend- 
ment which  I  expect  to  offer,  will  be  a  test  of 
the  political  principles  of  gentlemen  on  ttda 
floor.  It  is  of  a  character  too  distinctive  to  be 
mistaken  by  any  politician,  and  the  people  at 
large  will  understand  the  vital  difference  be- 
tween it  and  the  bill,  in  their  respective  ten- 
dencies. I  avow  my  objects  franldy :  first,  to 
put  the  bill  right  as  far  as  possible ;  and,  sec- 
ond, if  its  friends  will  not  adopt  a  better  plan, 
to  put  them  thoroughly  in  the  wron^. 

Mr.  MDBI.BHBBBO,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  to 
ol^m  the  indulgence  of  the  oommittee  ftnr  a 
few  momenta  oi^,  as  he  did  mi  wish  to  enter 
into  a  lengthy  Asone^on  of  a  snlfject  which 
had  fdready  been  more  than  saffidenHy  disonss- 
ed.  He  presomed  eveiy  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, who  had  given  it  any  attention  what- 
ever, must,  by  that  time,  have  made  up  his 
mind  upon  the  question ;  and  he  could  not  fiat- 
ter  Iiiinself  that  any  thing  he  might  say,  for  or 
against  the  measure,  would  change  a  ungle 
vote.  He  rose  merely  to  express  a  regret  at 
the  vote  he  found  himself  obliged  to  give  if  he 
wished  to  satisfy  his  own  conscience,  and  pro- 
mote, in  his  view  of  things,  the  beet  interests 
of  the  whole  people  of  the  Union,  as  he  con- 
sidered himself  a  representative  for  the  whole, 
and  not  for  a  part  only. 

8ar^  (said  Mr.  H.,)  I  must,  when  oaQed  upon, 
record  my  vote  af^inst  tiie  bill  on  your  table. 
I  regret  this  ciroumstanoe,  because  I  shall 
thereby  vote  against  a  measure  which  my  much 
esteemed  fnend  and  colleague,  (Mr.  Hshfhill,) 
the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Internal  Improvements,  seems  to  have  much  at 
heart.  He,  no  doubt,  sincerely  believes  that  it 
is  a  measure  which  will  tend  to  the  general 
welfare,  and  promote  the  ^od,  not  only  of  his 
native  ,State,  but  of  the  Union  at  large ;  that  it 
will  fiirther  the  interests  of  commerce,  of  agri- 
culture, of  manufaotures,  add  to  t^e  comforts 
of  the  people  in  peace,  and  th^  seenrity  in 
time  of  war,  as  well  on  tiie  sonthem  as  on  tlie 
northern  and  northwestern  frontier.  A  more 
amiable  man,  a  more  patriotic  and  disinterested 
legislator,  may  not  be  found  on  this  fioor.  He 
may  pcesibly  be  correct  in  his  views,  and  I  in 
error.  It  is,  however,  human  nature  to  differ; 
but  every  honest  man  must  be  guided  by  i»» 
own  convictions  of  right  and  wrong,  of  the  ex- 
pediency or  inexpediency  of  any  measure  vpoa 
which  he  is  called  in  duty  to  decide. 

I  regret  (said  Mr.  M.)  the  vote  I  must  give, 
because  it  is  in  opposition  to  the  opinim  of 
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many,  perhaps  in  opposition  to  the  opiaion  of 
a  large  majority  of  my  oolleagnea,  who  hare 
more  experience  in  legidative  matters  tban  my- 
self and  for  whose  opinion,  collectively,  and 
Individoally,  I  have  the  hi^eat  regard. 

I  regret  it,  because  it  is  apparently  agdnst 
the  immediate  interest  of  a  connderable  por- 
tion of  my  native  State,  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  in  part,  on  ti^  floor,  so  &r  at 
Jeaat  as  the  expoiditnre  a  o<Hinderal^  snm 
tnibattba  common  ffemd,  within  the  honndariea 
of  diat  State,  may  be  conddei:ed  a  bene6t. 

Bnt  (said  mi.  M.)  dnty  oomp^  me  to  over- 
come these  regrets.  What  I  owe  to  the  people 
and  their  weuare,  calls  npon  me  to  lay  aside  all 
persMial  feeUngi,  and  vote  agdnat  the  bill  nn- 
der  diaoQs^n ;  not,  indeed,  because  I  think  a 
measure  of  this  kind  mMonstitational.  No,  I 
have  no  acmples  on  that  head.  If  that  were 
the  only  point  in  dispote,  I  could  have  no  hesi- 
tation and  no  regrets  in  giving  a  vote  on  the 
qnestton.  It  wonfd  affbrd  me  pleasnre.  I  con- 
sider it  a  point  long  sinoe  settled — a  point 
wbieh,  at  tus  d^,  should  not  be  called  in  ques- 
tion. If  Oongress  have  not  the  right  to  kq- 
thorize  internal  improvements,  for  the  purpose 
<^  regolating  oommeroe  and  promoting  the  gen- 
eral wel&re,  to  render  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  more  easy  and  rapid,  to  contribute  to  the 
oomforts  and  happiness  of  the  people  in  time  of 
peaoe^  and  their  seonrity  in  time  of  war,  it  has 
no  tights  whatever ;  it  might  as  well  not  exist 
— it  mi^t  as  well  be  expelled  from  this  hall. 
I  vote  agtunst  the  bill,  not  on  constitutional 
principles  therefore,  but  because  I  think  its 
passage  nnneceasaty  and  inexpedient,  at  this 
time  at  least. 

The  passage  of  the  bill,  I  contend,  ia  anneces- 
ury.  It  is  not  neeesary,  as  some  gentlemen 
who  have  preceded  have  asserted,  to  estabUah  a 
■mutitnticMud  piindple,  the  right  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  to  make  Internal  improve- 
ments.  No,  this  qnestion,  as  I  have  dready 
aa,d,  has,  in  my  humble  opinitm,  been  long  since 
set  led-  Whatever  this  Oongress  may  do,  it 
wiL  neither  tend  to  settie  or  unsettle  it.  The 
expiess  words  of  the  constitution  itself;  the 
opinions  of  our  ablest  mea  on  the  bench ;  the 
0|Hnion8  of  all  onr  Presidents,  from  him  who 
was  deservedly  first  in  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
from  Washington  down  to  the  present  iltu8< 
trions  Chief;  the  opinion  of  the  lunented  Clin- 
ton, nitdoabtedly  a  statesman  of  the  very  first 
ordiw;  Ihe  opimims  of  a  lai^  majority  of  our 
State  Legwlatures— all  have  estahlisbea  it  be- 
yond a  question,  except  with  a  few,  who,  al- 
though no  doubt  dncere  in  their  opinitms,  and 
on  ttuU  account  ought  to  be  respected,  are  yet 
too  much  in  the  habit  of  splitting  hairs  both  on 
the  north  and  sonth  side,  to  have  much  reliance 
placed  on  their  judgment  Neither  (said  Mr. 
H.)  doee  the  passage  of  the  bill  appear  to  me 
neoessary,  as  is  fiirUier  contended  by  some  gen- 
tlemen who  have  been  in  advance  of  me,  to 
promote  the  interests  of  commerce  and  agri- 
culture,  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  the 
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comfort  of  the  people  in  peace,  their  secority 
in  time  of  war.  No,  I  am  far  frvm  admitting 
this.  From  this  place  to  BuffiUo,  we  have  al- 
ready more  than  one  road,  and  probably  as  di- 
rect as  any  can  be  made.  None  certainly  can 
be  made  better  for  less  than  three  times  the 
sum  fixed  as  an  average  for  the  mile  in  the  bill 
now  before  us.  Indeed,  we  have,  by  taking  a 
drouit  of  a  few  miles,  an  excellent  turnpike  for 
at  least  one-half  the  di^nnoe.  We  want,  at 
present  in  onr  section  of  the  Unitm,  no  more 
roads  for  the  accommodation  of  true,  or  the 
transportation  of  the  maU,  or  even  for  the 
comfort  and  oonvenienoe  of  ^Tellers ;  and  as 
for  the  conveyance  of  troops  and  munitions  of 
war,  it  is  futile  to  speak  about  it.  I  have,  to 
use  the  words  of  the  venerable  gentieman  from 
Shode  Isluid,  who  sits  on  my  left,  (Mr. 
Buboes,)  "been  utterly  astonished  and  con- 
fonnded  "  at  the  assertions  of  some  gendemen 
in  this  respect.  How  long  could  a  mud  road, 
costing  only  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  mile,  be 
nsed  for  such  a  purpose,  in  the  Spring  and  Fall, 
if  Qovemmmt  chose  to  use  it,  widoh  i  strmif^ 
su^>ect  will  never  be  the  oaset  The  sitnation 
of  the  Sonth  and  West,  I  will  adipit,  may  be 
different  They  may  be  more  in  want  of  roads 
than  the  northern  section  of  the  Union.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  pass  a  positive  opinion.  But 

Ct  to  the  Stetes,  south  and  west  of  this, 
agh  which  the  road  is  proposed  to  be  run, 
the  sum  to  be  e:n>ended  under  the  bill,  and  the 
road  will  be  infinitely  better  made,  at  much 
less  cost,  and  in  one-half  the  time.  Indeed, 
admitting  the  road  to  be. made,  I  know  not 
what  you  are  to  transport  upon  it,  either  in 
peace  or  in  war.  Not  only  the  cutting  of  in- 
numerable roods,  the  opening  of  canals,  the 
improvement  of  our  rivers  in  every  direction,  but 
the  Qse  of  all-powerftal  steam,  has,  within  a  few 
years  past,  nnce  the  condotion  of  the  late  war, 
upon  which  gentlemen  have  harped  so  much 
to  show  the  necessity  of  this  road,  entirely 
changed  the  whole  situation  of  our  country  as 
regaras  internal  communications.  Produce 
will  no  longer  be  conveyed  by  land  for  any 
distance.  It  will  everywhere  seek  the  water- 
courses, and  they  are  everywhere  near  at 
hand.  Troops  and  munitions  of  war,  if  they 
should  hereafter  be  required  at  extreme  points, 
will  be  moved  upon  these  three  times  the  dis- 
tance in  one-half  the  time  that  would  be  re- 
quired upon  land,  where,  with  tiie  best  of  roads, 
rulroads  unepted,  the  practical  result  of  these^ 
carried  to  a  distance,  has  not  yet  been  folly  as- 
ootalned. 


WiiniiSDAT,  April  14. 

Judge  Peck. 

The  Spbaebr  presented  to  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  Judge  Peck,  accompanied  by  a  writ- 
ten statement  or  argument,  in  explanation  and 
defence  of  his  ofiicial  conduct  in  the  cose  com- 
plained of  by  L.  £.  Lawless,  communicated  in 
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pnrsnance  of  the  permiBritm  g^ven  hj  fhe  Hoase 
some  days  ago. 

MotioDB  were  made  to  commit  the  argTmi6iit 
and  to  print  it,  without  reading,  as  it  a^wana 
to  be  a  voluminous  statement ;  but 

The  reading  was  demanded,  first  by  Mr. 
WioELiFFE,  ana  withdrawn,  then  by  Mr.  Dak- 
lEi.,  and,  Kfter  proceeding  some  time,  by  him 
wididrawn ;  nest  by  Mr.  Wildb,  and  the  read- 
ing oontiaued  lome  time  Icmger,  and  then  with- 
drawn; then  by  Mr.  Stosbs,  of  New  Ywk; 
and,  after  the  reading  had  progreaeed  some 
time  longer,  (in  all  an  hour  and  a  half,)  Mr.  B. 
withdrew  hie  motion,  and  the  further  reading 
was  suspended. 

The  statement  was  then  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
was  committed  the  report  against  Judge  Peck ; 
and 

Mr.  Olat  moved  that  it  be  printed,  wiUi  one 
or  two  of  the  papers  which  accompanied  and 
were  referred  to  in  it 

Mx.  MoDuFFiB  moved  to  print,  also,  the  me- 
morial of  Mr.  Lawless,  complaining  of  the  con- 
dttotof  the  Jndge. 

ISr.  SramoiBB  moved  to  1^  both  moticms  <m 
the  table.  Negatived. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Oarolina,  moved  to  ex- 
cept from  the  printing  tiie  paperB  aootmipany- 
ing  the  atatemeot  of  Jadge  Peek,  which  was 
agreed  to;  and 

The  statement  of  the  Judge,  and  the  me- 
morial of  his  accQsers,  were  murdered  to  be 
printed. 

Buffah  avd  New  Orleans  Soad  BilL 
The  Hoose  then  took     this  bill,  as  reported 
the  Committee      the  Whole  yesterdvr ; 
and,  having  concurred  in  filling  the  bifuk  with 
four  doUara,  as  the  daily  allowance  to  the  com- 
misdonera, 

Mr.  Spsiqht  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  with  the  view  not  to  take  it  np  again. 

Mr.  Whittlbsxt  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  this  qneation,  and  they  were  ordered ; 

when 

Mr.  Speight,  to  accommodate  his  oolleagnes, 
who  wished  to  renew  their  amendments,  with- 
drew his  motion. 

Mr.  Cabbon  dien  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  made  in  committee,  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  oat  the  part  prescribing  the  route  for 
the  Kew  Orleans  road,  and  inserting  a  pro- 
vision, direoting  the  Mention  of  tibe  "most 
direct,  practicable  "  route. 

Upon  the  amendment,  Mr,  Oabbon  offered 
some  observations  on  the  length  to  whidi  the 
discussion  upon  the  subject  had  already  extend- 
ed, and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

llie  call  being  sustiuned,  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Blaib,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  he  was 
aware  that  it  would  not  now  be  in  order  to  re- 
ply to  what  had  been  sud  by  gentlemen  in  the 
opposition  in  the  committee ;  bat  as  his  friend 
from  North  Oarolina  CMr.  Oabbon)  has  now 
repeated,  in  part|  vhat  he  had  aiud  in  Oommit- 
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tee  of  the  Whole,  he  was  gratified  in  having  it 
in  his  power  to  oorreet  tiiat  gentt^an  in  & 
gross  error  into  which  he  had  fidlen,  as  to  the 
organization  of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements, of  whic^  he  was  an  humble  mem- 
ber. 

He  has  charged  that  the  location  of  the  road 
upon  the  western  route  was  the  result  of  com- 
bination in  the  committee,  and  has  parcelled 
out  to  each  member  of  that  oommittee  his  por- 
tion of  the  local  benefit  to  be  derived  from  that 
oomtnnation.  Sir,  I  cannot,  I  will  not,  believe 
that  my  worthy  mend  intended  to  impugn  my 
motives  in  this  matter,  thoagh  saoh  would  tie 
the  irrenstible  condosion,  m>m  reading  his 
printed  speech.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  in- 
forming my  friend  that  I  am  the  only  member 
of  the  committee  who  voted  in  favor  of  report- 
ing the  bill,  who  was  in  the  slightest  degree  in- 
terested in  its  location  on  the  western  route, 
or  redded  on  or  near  to  any  part  of  that  ex- 
tended line.  It  is  true  that  my  colleague  on 
the  committee  ^r.  Gbaio)  represents  a  mstrict 
in  Vir^ia  which  is  interaeoted  by  the  road, 
bnt  it  H  dne  to  that  gmtleman  to  ai^,  that  his 
determination  to  support  the  Ull  has  becoi 
made  since  it  came  from  the  hands  oS  tiie  com- 
mittee, and  was  reported  williont  Ids  support. 
No  other  member  of  the  committee  resides  on 
or  near  to  this  road,  or  the  branch  contem- 
plated from  ZanesviUe  to  Florence ;  hence,  if  a 
combination  of  interested  persons  produced  the 
location  in  the  bill,  I  must  have  combined  with 
myself,  and  with  no  one  else. 

To  relieve  the  present  committee  from  impu- 
tation, I  can  inform  my  Mend  from  North  Car- 
olina, that  this  bill  was  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Internal  Improvements  of  the  last 
Congress,  as  it  now  is,  upon  the  western  ronto. 
Will  he  lodk  to  the  wganization  ot  that  com- 
mittee, and  inf(mn  me  who  were  the  parties  in 
interest  then,  and  why  and  wherefore  was  it 
that  that  oommittee  selected  the  western  route  ? 
If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  genUeman  from 
Mune  (Mr.  Bdtman)  is  now  the  only  member 
of  that  committee  who  voted  for  the  road,  who 
was  of  that  committee  last  Congress.  This  hill 
had  been  reported  by  our  prsdeoessora,  (not 
one  of  whom  resided  on  that  roate,)  giving 
preference  to  the  western  route;  and  my  friend 
from  North  Carolina  will  believe  me  when  I  say 
that  their  having  given  preference  to  the  route 
on  which  I  remm^  was  not  Ukely  to  call  fortii 
any  objection  from  me.  Nw  am  I  at  liberty 
to  suppose  that  the  location  of  the  road  upon 
the  route  on  which  my  Mend  resides,  would 
have  been  calculated  to  give  offence  to  him, 
were  1  to  judge  from  the  pertinac!^  with 
which  he  clings  to  his  amendment  for  chang- 
ing the  route  to  his  own  district.  I  have  felt 
it  due  to  the  committee  and  myself,  as  well  as 
to  that  substantial  friendship  which  has  sub- 
sisted between  the  goiUeman  from  North  Car- 
olina and  myseli^  to  make  this  statement  and 
correction,  believUig  that  if  I  were  to  satfer  my- 
self to  lie  under  the  impatatum  to  vlu^  lus 
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remarks  would  snbjeot  me,  I  woold  be  in  dan- 
gBX  of  forfeiting  that  good  opinion  which  I  am 
couidnced  he  now  enterttuns  of  me. 

lAr.  Oabsov  shortly  T^oined,  nri^Dg  the  ad- 
Taotaces  of  tiding  the  oiieet  ronte,  which  it 
woold  be  a  tciuam  to  an  was  the  nearest  ronte. 
It  woidd  ahorten  the  distanoe  hj  fiftj  miles. 
The  West,  he  obeerred,  in  the  course  of  his  ar- 
gnmeot^  the  West  had  reoeiyed  its  fnll  share, 
in  the  way  of  wpropriation  for  their  benefit, 
by  the  grants  of  public  lands,  for  Uie  purpose 
of  improvement  within  the  States,  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  amendment  To  show  the  influence 
whioh  had  been  brooght  to  bear  upon  this 
matter,  he  might  perhaps  mention  that  it  had 
been  sidd  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  Penn- 
sylvaiua  detesation,  that  if  Ifr.  Cabson  did 
not  vote  for  uie  bill,  he  (the  person  n>eakiu^ 
should  not  gire  his  sanction  to  a  bill,  for  the 
passing  of  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  anzions.  He 
abo  instanced  a  caw  in  which  a  member  from 
West  Tennessee  had  used  language  ttf  a  similar 
import. 

ID-.  A.  H.  Shbpfkbd  thought  the  order  in 
which  the  amendment  shoifld  be  proposed 
should  be  the  same  as  had  been  followed  in  the 
committee.  He  therefore  moved  to  strike  out 
the  word  "western,^'  in  the  fourteenth  line  of 
the  bill,  (respecting  the  location  of  the  line  of 
road,)  and  insert  "  middle  "  route, 

Mr.  ViKTOir  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject of  himself  and  his  oonstitaents  being  en- 
tirdy  aninterest^  as  to  what  course  it  might 
be  decided  Inr  Uie  House  that  the  raid  should 
be  ran.  He  lived  upon  Hie  banks  of  the  Ohio, 
the  groat  ohannd  cs  intercourse  between  Uie 
East  and  the  West,  a  circumstance  which  he 
felt  it  due  to  himself,  and  those  whom  he  rep- 
resented, to  mention,  with  a  view  of  showing 
that  the  vote  he  should  gire  upon  the  question 
oonld  not  possibly  result  Erom  any  prospect,  on 
his  or  their  part,  of  reaping  any  advantages 
from  the  proposed  road. 

Mr.  Rambbt  expluned  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cab- 
8o:!r.  The  observations  alluded  to  by  his  friend 
from  North  Oarolina  were  merely  jocular; 
thcgr  occurred  in  tfie  oonrse  of  ft  pasdog  con- 
Tenadon  between  himself  and  a  gentlraian 
from  Tennessee.  He  was  exceedingly  sorry 
tfast  his  eetimaUe  Mend  from  North  GaroUna 
could,  by  any  poasibUity,  construe  them  other- 
vise. 

Mr.  Oabson  said  that  they  hsd  not  been 
mentioned  to  him. as  such.  He  was  happy, 
however,  to  find  that  it  was  so,  as,  in^ed,  had 
just  been  stated  to  him  by  the  gmtlemaa  from 
Trainessee. 

Mr.  Diwrrr  moved  to  afarike  ont  the  enact- 
ing danse  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Stobbs,  of  New  leak,  moved  the  pre- 
vioofl  que^on. 

Mr.  LBTOHn,  after  a  few  observatioaB)  stated 
that  his  district  did  not  iq^xiniate  to  the  line 
which  it  was  pn^KWed  to  trace  for  the  road  in 
Gcmtemplation. 

Mr.  Soon  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from 
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New  York  (Mr.  Storbb)  would  withdraw  his 
motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  Stobbs  declining  to  do  so,  tlie  call  for 
the  previous  questiiHi  was  sustuued  by  a  vote 
of  yeas  117,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  J.  8.  Babbovb  ask^  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  main  question;  but  the  motion 
was  not  adopted. 

The  main  question,  whioh  was  upon  the  en- 
grossment of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  was 
then  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  Bakkikobb,  Mr.  Isaoks,  and  Mr.  Dwiobt 
simultaneously  rose  to  aak  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  this  question.   They  were  ordered. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babbot:b  suggested  that  there  were 
several  members  probably  absent;  and  as  he 
wished  the  question  to  be  fully  and  furly  de- 
cided,  be  moved  a  call  of  the  House ;  whioh 
was  agreed  to. 

The  roll  was  called,  whm  it  i^peared  that 
sine  or  ten  members  were  absent,  most  of 
whom,  it  appeared  from  explanations  given, 
were  aetained  at  their  lodgings  by  induspocd- 
tion. 

The  m^  question  being  put,  was  decided  in 
the  negative  by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Noyes  Barber,  Baylor,  John  Blur, 
Boon,  BrowQ,  Barges,  Bntmui,  Cshoon,  Clark,  Cole* 
man,  Condict,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Robert  Craig,  Crane, 
Cnwford,  Creiebton,  Crockett,  CrowniDshield,  John 
Dftvis,  Denny,  l)oddridge,  Duncan,  Edward  Everett, 
H.  Everett,  Unch,  Ford,  Forward,  Oreen,  Grennell, 
Hawkins,  Hemphill,  Hodges,  Howard,  Hughes,  Hunt, 
BunUiu;ton,  Ihrie,  IngersoU,  Thomas  Irwin,  Wok 
W.  Irvm,  Isaoks,  JenmnKS,  R.  U.  Joboson,  Kendall, 
Einc^d,  Adam  King,  Lelpor,  Letcher,  Lyoa,  Masee, 
UalUry,  Hartindale,  Thomas  UaxveU,  Lewis  Uax- 
well,  McCreery,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Norton, 
Pearce,  Pierson,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Reed,  Kchard- 
SOD,  Rose,  Bussel,  Scott,  Semmes,  Shields.  Sprigg, 
Stanberry,  Standifer,  Stephens,  Strong,  Sutherland, 
Swann,  Test,  John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Vance,  Vintoo, 
Washington,  Edward  D.  White,  Whittlesey,  Wilson, 
Young— 88. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Ander- 
son, AoRel,  Archer,  Arnold,  Bi^tey,  John  S.  Barbour, 
Philip  P.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barriuger,  Beekmar, 
Bell,  James  Blair,  Bockee,  Borst,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
head,  Bucbanao,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carson, 
Chandler,  Childs,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Conner, 
Cowles,  Hector  Cridg,  Croclieron,  Daniel,  DB?enport, 
Warren  R.  Davis,  Deberry,  Desha,  De  Witt,  Dray- 
ton, Dudley,  Dwigbt,  Earll,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans, 
flndlay,  Foster,  Fry,  Gaith^r,  Gordon,  Gorham, 
Hall,  Halsey,  Hammons,  Ha^ey,  Haynes,  Hinds, 
Hubbard,  Johns,  Cave  Jolwon,  Perkins,  King, 
Lamar,  Lea,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Loyall,  Lewis,  Lump, 
kin,  MartiD,  McCoy,  MoDnffie,  Holntire,  Uonell, 
Kahlenberg,  Nuckolls,  Overton,  PetUs,  Polk,  Potter, 
Bencher,  Roane,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  S. 
A.  Smith,  Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  lUchara  Spen- 
cer, Sterisere,  Henry  B.  Storrs,  William  L.  Storrs, 
Swift,  TaOaferro,  Taylor,  Wiley  Thompson,  Trea- 
Tftnt,  Tucker,  Taniniu,  Terpbaek,  Wayne,  Weeks, 
Camp.  P.  Wbite,  WiokliEfe,  Wilde,  Williams,  Win- 
gate,  Yancey— lOS. 

So  the  Hooae  dedded  against  the  third  read- 
ing   the  Mil,  and  it  was,  of  oonrse,  r^eoted. 
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Ur.  F.  P.  Bi.RBODB,  thinking  (he  said)  that 
the  Home  had  done  enough  for  glory  fbr  one 
day,  moved  that  it  now  adjourn. 

Kr.  IsAOEs  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  qnestioD,  which,  being  taken,  were  as  fol- 
lows ; 

For  adUonndng,  -  •  •  78 
AgaioBtit,        -      -      •  ni 

After,  on  motion  of  Hr.  VAXxn, 
The  HoQse  ac^oarned. 


Thdbsdat,  April  15. 
Fraud*  in  the  colleetum  of  the  ImpotU,  t&c. 

On  motion  of  AD*.  Mallabt,  the  Beveral  biUs 
which  by  special  order  came  np  for  considera- 
tion to-day,  were  postponed ;  wid 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Martin 
being  called  to  the  chur,  and  took  up  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manufhctnres, 
"  m  alteratiim  of  t^e  several  acts  laying  duties 
on  importa,"  (the  more  effiMstnally  to  enforce 
the  coUecUon  of  the  duties.) 

Mr.  Mjlllakt,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Huiu&otares,  who  reported  the  bill,  rose  to 
address  the  committee  in  explanation  and  snp- 
port  <nr  the  bill, 

I  will  now,  (sa&d  Mr.  M.,)  with  the  permission 
of  the  committee,  endeavor  to  assign  as  briefly 
OS  I  can  those  views  which  have  boen  enter- 
tained by  the  committee  who  reported  the 
present  bill.  I  am  aware  that  the  subject  baa 
an  important  relation  to  the  poUcy  of  the  coun- 
try, but,  as  to  the  present  bill,  it  does  not  in- 
Tolve  any  of  the  prmciplea  or  questions  which 
grow  out  of  what  has  been  denominated  the 
tariff  poliOT-.  Its  one  object  and  only  purpose 
is  to  provide  a  remedy  against  an  abuse  of  the 
laws  of  the  country.  I  shall  not  di^ise  the 
&ot  that  the  principal  object  of  the  bill  is  in- 
tended to  entbrce  the  tariff  law  of  1828;  but 
there  is  no  need,  in  discussing  it,  to  enter  into 
the  policy  of  that  law.  It  has  passed.  It  has 
become  a  law  of  the  land.  It  has  received  the 
sanction  of  this  Government ;  and  the  question 
now  is,  shall  it  be  carried  into  execution,  or 
shall  a  taw,  thus  solemnly  and  deliberately 
sanctioned,  be  suffered  to  be  every  day  violated 
with  impunity,  whan  the  Government  which 
passed  it  is  aware  of  the  vidation  ?  This  ques- 
tion each  gentlemui  must  settie  In  his  own 
bosom.  Because  he  happens  to  be  opposed  in 
sentiment  to  the  policy  or  that  act,  ought  be,  as 
a  good  citizen,  as  a  member  of  Congress,  in- 
trosted  by  the  people  with  the  solemn  duties  of 
legislation,  to  withnold  his  aid  toward  carrying 
the  laws  of  the  conntiy-  into  execution !  I  pre- 
sent this  nmple  inquiry  to  every  candid  mmd. 
The  tariff  of  '^8  was  enacted  for  the  protection 
of  the  domestic  industry  of  the  Union.  Have 
not  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  passed,  a 
right  to  come  to  this  House,  and  ask  and  de- 
nund  of  US  that  the  ftlth  of  the  Govenunoit 
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shall  not  be  violated,  nor  its  benefits  lost,  for 
want  of  our  vigilance  and  care  f  Is  it  not  de- 
rogatory to  the  honor  of  this  Government,  that 
it  should  pass  an  important  law  on  which  the 
people  have  relied,  as  it  was  their  duty  to  rely, 
and  then  the  law  should  be  flagrantly  violated, 
and  that  the  people,  disappointed  and  deceived, 
shall  ask  in  vain  that  we  will  enforce  our  laws. 
I  need  not  say  that  the  futh  of  the  Govera- 
meat,  that  its  dignity  and  honor,  aU  forbid 
sach  a  di^racefiil  state  of  Ukines.  Would  not 
the  worid  declare  it  dMrading  for  legators  to 
reply  to  saoh  a  demand  that  all  that  they  have 
solemnly  done  means  nothing ;  that  when  they 
passed  uie  law,  they  knew  and  intended  that  it 
should  prove  a  delusion,  that  it  shuold  carry 
the  appearance  of  doing  something  for  the  do* 
mestic  industry  of  the  country,  while  the  real 
purpose  of  those  who  passed  it  was  to  confer 
no  benefit,  hut  to  practise  a  delusion  on  our 
fellow-citizens  1  Sir,  there  is  no  man  on  the 
floor  of  this  House  would  dare  utter  such  lan> 
guage  to  the  people  of  this  Union.  They 
womd  teach  him  a  lesson  that  he  wotdd  not 
readily  fbrget.  But  we  have  not  yet  arrived 
at  Bu<di  a  mds,  and  I  trust  we  never  shall.  I 
have  B(dd  that  the  tariff  law  is  grossly  violated ; 
and  the  interposition  of  this  House  is  called  for, 
to  put  a  stop  to  its  violation.  I  acknowledge 
that  it  is  incnmbent  on  those  who  make  this 
assertion,  to  show  that  it  is  trne.  It  is  for 
them  to  prove  before  this  House  that  its  laws 
are  evaded  and  violated,  and  that  the  evasion 
and  violation  can  be  prevented.  I  place  the 
cause  of  this  bill  on  that  ground ;  and  if  I  can- 
not make  out  such  a  case  as  will  prove  that 
this  bill,  or  something  like  this  bill,  is  called 
for  by  the  state  of  the  country,  let  it  be  r^ect- 
ed.  On  that  issue,  I  am  content  that  the  ques- 
tion shall  rest.  Bat  if  I  can  and  shall  snow 
that  the  kw  is  violated,  violated  grossly,  open- 
ly, and  in  the  most  shameful  manner,  then  I 
appeal  to  gentiemen  to  say  whether  they  can 
reconcile  to  their  sense  of  doty,  rendered  doubly 
sacred  by  the  high  station  they  here  occupy, 
to  vote  against  a  measure  whose  only  object  is 
to  prevent  the  most  alarming  evils. 

I  have  alleged  that  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant laws  of  the  country  is  violated.  To 
prove  this,  it  may  be  proper  to  show  that  both 
disposition  and  interest  exist  to  do  so,  to  show 
who  tiiey  may  be  who  have  that  interest  and 
dispositicm.  On  this  VoUat  I  will  make  a  few 
brief  obsemrtions.  They  allude,  chiefly,  to 
other  nations.  In  this,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  examine  minutely  their  domestic  policy,  but 
shall  refer  to  views  and  feelings  wnich  exist 
among  them  in  relation  to  the  domestic  policy 
of  this  country.  If  we  look  to  France,  we  find 
her  pursuing  her  own  way— executing  her  own 
pohcy,  undisturbed.  She  has  taken  a  firm 
stand  for  herself^  and  remains  unmoved  by  the 
flattery  or  menaces  of  any  other  nation.  Her 
Govemmeot  and  people  allow  others  to  do  the 
same.  This  may  be  also  said  of  Holland,  of 
Frassla,  of  Bofl^  These  nations  undertake  to 
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judge  for  themselves  of  the  best  means  to  pro- 
mote their  own  interests.  They  are  wiUicg 
that  all  others  should  eiuoy  the  same  privilege. 
They  are  not  owaged  In  narasdng  all  Uie  world 
with  tLdr  doctrines  of  political  economy.  Bat 
can  this  be  stud  of  En^andt 

All  know  the  ooarae  that  nation  has  pnraoed 
towards  this  country,  and  all  other  oonntries, 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  when  the  enooorage- 
ment  of  domestic  manufactures  was  discovered. 
When  the  United  States  were  her  colonies,  they 
farnished  her  with  one  of  the  brat  markets  in 
the  world  for  her  various  manu&oturea ;  after 
the  war  of  the  revolution,  onr  markets  were 
again  thrown  open  to  her  trade.  This  contin- 
ued until  oar  late  restriotions  on  commerce, 
and  war  dosed  oar  markets  against  her.  In 
the  mean  time,  most  of  the  great  nations  of 
Europe  became  detramined  to  rely  on  their 
own  resonroea.  and  sealed  thcdr  nuAets  against 
EogUsh  mannfactures.  When  our  late  war  had 
tenziiDated,  the  market  of  the  United  States 
beoune  doubly  interesting  to  England.  Her 
people  poured  into  this  ooantTT  their  immense 
raiplns  of  manufactured  goods,  which  could 
find  no  otiier  market  in  the  world.  She  die- 
covered  tiiat  our  peo|>le  and  the  Government 
showed  strong  determination  to  give  ud  and 
encouragement  to  onr  domestic  industry. 

She  was  alarmed,  and  we  were  soon  over- 
whelmed with  her  doctrines  of  firee  trade.  Onr 
polioj  is  represented  by  Englishmen  as  absurd, 
old-fashioned,  and  tiiat  it  would  be  monstrous 
folly  to  continue  it.  It  is  denonnoed  in  every 
oomer  of  England,  and  its  violation  and  evasion 
openly  recommended  in  eve^  town  and  city  in 
the  kingdom.  It  seems  as  u  all  classes  of  her 
people  considered  they  were  doing  God's  ser- 
vice to  render  ineffectiul  the  protecting  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  prostrate  all  our  manu- 
&ctttrin^  establi^iments.  Under  such  circum- 
stanoes,  influenced  by  the  most  powerfal  con- 
sider^ons  of  her  mighty  interests,  we  can  well 
comprehend  the  exertions  ber  people  would 
make  to  accomplish  the  ruin  of  the  rival  indus- 
try of  this  nation. 

I  shall  now  (said  Ifr.  U.)  prooeed  to  exam- 
ine some  of  the  provisiUnu  of  the  existing  rev- 
enue laws  under  which  the  allw^ed  frauds  are 
peipetrated.  They  have  beoi  fennd,  in  prac- 
tice, to  be  wholly  ineffectual.  By  the  fifteenth 
seotion  of  the  act  of  1823,  "the  collectors  of 
the  revenue  shall  cause  at  least  one  package  out 
of  every  invoice,  and  one  package  at  least  out 
of  every  twenty  packages  of  each  invoice  of 
goods,  &o.,  whidi  package  or  packages  he  shall 
have  first  designated  on  the  invoice  to  be  open- 
ed and  examined ;  and  if  the  same  be  found 
not  to  correspond  with  the  invoice  thereof,  &c., 
a  full  inspection  of  all  such  goods,  &o.,  as  may 
be  included  in  the  same  entry,  shall  be  made ; 
and  in  case  such  goods,  &&,  be  subject  to  ad 
valorem  duty,  the  same  shall  be  apprused,  and 
anbjeoted  to  the  penalties  provided  in  t^e  thir- 
teenth seotion,  in  the  case  of  suspected  or  frau- 
dolfiot  invoice^"  &o.    I  ua  SMifflbki,  sir,  that 


this  is  a  dry  subject,  and  somewhat  difScnlt  to 
he  understood  by  those  who  have  not  devoted 
to  it  tJtieir  particular  attention.  I  will  endeavor 
to  make  myself  understood  as  well  as  the  oo- 
oauon'will  permit.  The  collector  designates 
one  package  of  goods  out  of  every  invoice  at 
leasts  and  at  least  one  package  out  of  every 
twenty  packages  of  each  invoice.  These  se- 
lected packages  are  sent  to  the  office  of  the  ap- 
prusers,  for  them  to  examine  and  appraise, 
acoordlng  to  the  provinons  of  the  sixteenth 
section  of  the  act  of  1828.  The  collector,  also, 
if  fraud  was  suspected,  might  send  all  the  goods 
to  the  appraisers  oontuned  in  the  same  entry. 

The  appraisers  are  bound  by  law  "  diligently 
and  faithfully  to  examine  and  inspect  spoh 
goods,  &c.,  as  the  collector  may  direct,  and 
truly  to  report,  to  their  best  knowledge  and 
belief,  the  tme  value  thereof,"  <kc.  On  their 
report  tbe  dnties  are  eomputeo. 

^y  the  thirteenth  section,  the  penalty  is  pre- 
soribed  in  case  goods  are  invoiced  below  tneir 
true  value.  It  provides  that  if  the  value  at 
which  the  same  shall  be  so  appraised,  shall  ex- 
ceed, by  twenty-five  per  centum,  the  invoice 
value  thereof^  then,  in  addition  to  the  ten  or 
twen^  per  centum,  as  the  case  may  be,  laid 
upon  correct  and  regular  invoices,  according  to 
law,  there  shall  be  added  fifty  per  centum  on 
the  appraised  value,"  &c.  By  the  tariff  of 
1828,  tJie  difference  between  the  invoice  price 
and  appraised  value,  in  order  to  incur  the  pen- 
alty, was  ten  per  cent.  But  this  seems  to  have 
been  as  int^t^ative  as  the  difference  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  in  the  act  of  1828. 

It  will  be  observed,  and  to  this  I  would  call 
the  most  steady  attention  of  the  committee^ 
that  on  those  goods  which  have  not  been  aj)- 
praised,  no  penalty  is  incurred,  if  the  entry 
were  ever  so  fraudulent,  were  the  law  ever  so 
flagrantiy  violated.  The  committee  are  most 
respectfhlly  requested  to  bear  this  in  mind,  as, 
by  the  practice  at  the  most  important  custom- 
honse  in  the  United  States,  it  will  be  shown 
that  the  penalty  can  never  readi  any  goods  ex- 
cept the  padtage  sent  to  the  appraisers'  office. 
Here  arises  one  of  the  great  oauses  of  com- 
plaint. It  wonld  be  inferred  from  the  law  it- 
self, that  Uie  collector  retained  the  custody  of 
all  ^e  goods  contained  in  tbe  entry  until  tiie 
appnusemeat  was  made.  But  this  proves  to 
be  a  mistake.  Neither  the  collector  nor  any 
officer  has  the  control  of  uiy  except  tbe  pack- 
age which  has  been  sent  to  the  appr^sers.  The 
penalty  reaches  these^  and  these  alone.  This 
will  be  more  fully  explained  before  I  close  my 
remarks. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  explain  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  custom-house  in  New  York.  Tbe 
information  I  possess  is  derived  from  the  high- 
est Bonroe  of  rentectability,  and  on  which  I  feel 
confident  the  mllest  reliance  may  be  placed. 
Indeed,  it  may  be  substantially  obtained  from 
nnmerons  American  merchants  engaged  in  onr 
£ur<^>ean  trade.  That  our  laws  are  evaded, 
uid  the  manner  by  which  it  is  done,  are  well 
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understood  hy  a  Tsst  pn^Kuiion  of  the  business 
men  of  New  Toifc  It  is  a  oommon  remark — 
it  is  in  the  mouth  of  almost  every  me  in  that 
city.  Bat  being  in  posaeasion  of  ftJI,  ample, 
and  accorate  informabon,  I  will  present  snoh  as 
the  time  and  occasion  may  require  for  a  fiill 
understanding  of  the  subject  It  will  not  be 
required  of  me  to  give  a  history  of  a  vessel 
from  a  foreign  port,  from  the  time  she  is  first 
boarded  by  an  officer  of  the  customs,  until  the 

f)ods  imported  in  her  are  sent  into  the  market, 
will  give  all  that  is  necessary  to  a  fdl  under- 
standing of  the  subject.  After  the  bond  is 
ff-vea  in  an  estimated  amount  of  duties,  an 
order  is  made  to  send  the  designated  pac^ges 
to  the  appraiser's  office,  which  is  done ;  a  per- 
mit is  then  granted  for  all  the  goods  not  order- 
ed for  ^praisemeot.  Before  we  ^)praisement 
is  made,  and  before  any  frand  can,  ooDseqnently, 
be  detected,  if  any  exists,  I  am  well  informed, 
that  most  or  all  of  the  goods  contained  in  the 
entry  and  invoice,  exoept  those  in  the  pablic 
store,  are  sold,  and  di^ribnted  in  the  shops 
throughout  the  city,  or  sent  in  varions  direc- 
tions out  of  tbe  city,  and,  of  course,  out  of  tiie 
control  of  tiie  collector.  It  should  also  be  ob- 
served that  a  luge  amount  of  goods  is  imported 
into  New  York  im  account  of  houses  in  niila- 
delphia,  Baltimore,  Boston,  Albany,  dto.,  and 
these  are  freqaently  taken  directiy  from  the 
vessel  in  whicn  they  were  Importeo,  in  vessels 
destined  for  those  re^ecUve  places.  So  far 
have  delays  taken  place  in  presenting  invoices 
to  the  ^prmsers  to  have  sample  packages  ex- 
amined, that  instances  have  occurred  of  their 
being  lefL  for  eight  or  nine  months  in  the  pub- 
lic store  before  tibe  appraisers  were  called  upon 
to  make  the  examination.  It  is  also  to  be  ob- 
served that  the  appnusers  make  no  examina- 
tion until  the  invoice  is  presented  to  them,  and 
that  the  final  adjustment  of  duties  cannot  be 
made  until  they  report  to  the  collector  the  re- 
sult of  sucJi  examin^on. 

To  illustrate  this  snljeot  still  ftirtber.  I  will 
present  still  further  evidence,  which  I  will  read 
from  the  paper  before  me.  It  is  derived  from 
a  source  on  which,  I  assure  the  committee,  the 
fullest  reliance  may  t>e  placed  It  is  cont^ed 
in  answers  to  questions  proposed,  in  order  to 
obtain  full  and  precise  information :  "If,  ou 
examining  the  sample  packages,  the  goods  be 
found  invoiced  below  tlielr  value,  can  the  col- 
lector order  the  other  eighteen  packages  to  be 
sent  to  the  public  store,  they  having  been 
bonded  under  the  permit?"  This  requires  a 
word' of  explanation.  The  present  coUeotors, 
for  a  time^  sent  two  paokagea  out  of  twenty  to 
the  appraisers  for  examination.  He  was  deter- 
mined to  execnte  the  law.  He  had  reason  to 
believe  that  frauds  were  perpetrated,  and  he 
wished  to  use  all  reasonable  means  to  prevent 
them.  lie  therefore  sent  two  packages  out  of 
twenty,  instead  of  one,  as  had  been  the  practice 
before.  But  from  the  clamor  of  the  importers, 
and  under  the  advice  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
1>eaBnry,  he  had  to  retom  to  the  (dd  practioe. 
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[Hr.  OAMBBBiraft  bere  interpoaed,  and  in- 
qnired  on  what  anthority  the  evidence  alluded 
to  by  Mr.  Mallaht  rested,} 

Mr.  Mallabt  replied  that  the  anthority  was 
of  the  most  nnqoestionable  respectability. 

Mr.  Db&tton  made  a  qoestion  of  order.  The 
gentieman  from  Vermont  was  about  to  read  a 
document  to  the  House,  of  tiie  most  important 
character.  When  the  anthority  is  demanded 
on  which  it  rests,  the  gentieman  pledges  him- 
self that  it  is  good  and  respectable.  I  do  not 
doubt  that  such  is  his  opinion,  but  I  have  a 
ririit  to  donbt  the  act ;  and  I  mqnire  of  the 
Chair  whether  ai^  member  of  this  committee 
has  not  a  right  to  demand  on  what  antiiorify  a 
paper  rests,  which  la  used  for  the  pntpose  of 
having  an  ioflnence  on  the  action  of  this  com- 
mittee? 

The  Ohaibmab'  decided  that  a  member,  while 
addressing  the  committee,  might  read  in  his 
place  any  ptq)er  contfuninff  respect^  language, 
and  coold  not  be  required  to  give  up  the  an- 
thority on  which  it  was  founded.  It  was  for 
the  committee  to  judge  of  the  veXne  of  what  is 
disclosed. 

Well,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  if  the  coast  is  dear^  I 
will  proceed.  I  stated  that  the  anthorify  aa 
which  the  e^denoe  ia  founded,  gentlemen  m^t 
be  assored,  was  <^  tiie  h^est  oharaoter.  Tb» 
subject  was  one  to  which  I  have  pidd  the  strict- 
est attention,  and,  for  the  present,  representa- 
tions, it  is  presumed,  may  be  suffident.  Now, 
sir,  toe  answer  to  the  question  to  which  I  re- 
ferred some  time  ago,  will  be  g^ven : 

Answer.  They  cannot;  for  the  goods  are 
not  imder  his  control,  and  no  provision  has 
been  made  by  law  for  him,  in  each  case,  to  enter 
the  warehouse  of  the  merchant,  and  take  swi^ 
the  goods  to  be  appraised. 

Q.  Hay  not  the  eighteen  packages, -as  soon  as 
they  are  hmded,  be  sent  by  the  oonsi^ee  to  auc- 
tion, and  sold  } 

A.  They  not  only  may  be,  but  frequentiy 
are,  put  on  board  of  packets  or  steamboata 
direct  tnm  tiie  ship,  and  forwarded  to  tiie 
purchaser,  owner,  or  ultimate  consignee. 

Q.  What  remedy  has  the  Government  other 
than  by  adding  the  penalty  of  fifty  per  cent, 
and  that,  too,  though  the  goods  are  invtriced  at 
one-foQrth  of  their  value  ? 

A.  The  Government  has  no  r^nedy — not 
even  that  which  you  seem  to  suppose  it  to  have ; 
for  the  fifty  per  cent  cannot  be  added  until  the 
goods  are  examined,  appnused,  and  declared  to 
have  been  invt^ced  baow  their  true  value. 
-  This  answer  has  reference  to  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress  to  whidi  I  r^rred  in  the  former  part  of 
my  remarks. 

Q.  Does  not  each  package  of  woollens  usu- 
ally eontun  goods  of  different  qualities  and 
value,  often  varying  in  the  invitee  price  from 
fifty  cents  to  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  or 
more,  in  the  square  yard  ? 

A.  Tliey  do.  Of  late,  whole  packages  are 
frequently  invoiced,  all  at  one  price  per  yard. 

On  this,  (said  Hr.  U.,)  he  wonld  ^ve  a  brief 

Digitized  by  Google 


AvK&Ml&sCWlMtiMi^as  Ayoitt,  tfo. 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESS. 


47 


Mtkil,  1880.] 

explaiiation  u  to  the  effects.  By  iudading  in 
the  same  iaToice  different  qnalitiea  of  cloths, 
and  then  making  an  average  of  the  price,  the 
whole  package  is  brought,  for  instance,  under 
the  dollar  minimum,  and  charged  with  dnty  as 
hAvin^  oost  a  dollar  the  sqaare  yard.  The 
effect  IS  obvioos.  B^  pladng  in  a  package  a 
few  pieoas—five  or  six,  ooeting  not  more  than 
fiity-fiye  or  axtj  cents  the  sqaare  yard,  the 
same  package  xoaj  be  completed  with  goods 
which  cost  above  one  dollar  the  sqnare  yard, 
and  legaDj  chargeable  with  dnty  as  having  cost 
two  d<dlfln  and  fifty  cents,  whereas  the  whole 
package  is  charged  with  dnty  as  having  cost 
oae  dollar  the  square  yard.  The  resalt  is,  that 
goods  costing  fifty-five  or  sixty  cents,  and  legal- 
ly chargeable  with  daty  as  having  oost  a  dollar, 
are  employed  to  bring  down  nnder  the  dollar 
minimmn  goods  that  shoald  be  cbai^^  as 
having  cost  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  The 
eva^n  ie  lo  pluo,  that  further  ccmuneut  is 
totally  nimeoessary. 

Q.  Vbat  evidenoe  does  tiie  sample  package 
afford  of  the  quality  and  actual  valne  of  the 
other  packages  mdaded  in  the  invoioet 

A.  None  at  all ;  nor  does  it  afford  any  evi- 
dence of  the  quantity  beyond  this — that  if  a 
man  Is  found  honest  in  one  transaction,  it  is  a 
fair  preeomption  of  his  integrity  in  others. 

Q.  Is  there  good  ground  to  believe  that 
invoices  are  made  oat  in  fraud  of  law,  by 
some  agent  of  the  owner  in  New  York,  with- 
out the  direction  or  knowledge  of  the  owner 
himself? 

A.  Ho  doabt  but  Hat  fraudulent  invoices 
are  made  out  in  Kew  York;  tbej  have  been 
detected  by  the  appearance  of  the  writing, 
paper,  &c.  Latteriy  it  has  become  more  difli- 
cnlt  to  detect  those  cases  from  the  appearance 
of  the  invoice,  as  the  paper  is  sent  oat  with  the 
caption  either  engraved  or  writtrai  in  Europe. 

Tlie  committee  (said  Mr.  H.)  can  at  once  see 
the  (q)eration  of  the  existing  laws,  which  I 
have  presented,  both  on  revenae  and  mannfac- 
tnres.  One  package  in  twenty  sent  to  the 
office  of  the  appraisers,  the  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment have  no  con^l  over  the  reminder, 
but  they  are  scattered  to  the  four  winds.  They 
are  beyond  the  reach  of  Government.  The 
duty  is  theref(»e  pud  oa  the  ninete^  packages, 
aooording  to  the  mvoice  price,  let  the  entry  be 
ever  so  firAidulent.  If  the  apprfusers  shoald 
find  that  the  sample  package  was  invoiced  at 
fifty  per  cent,  b^ow  actual  cost,  that  single 
packi^  alone  can  be  made  subject  to  the 
penalty.  It  is  clear  that  this  n^ht  be  wholly 
sacrifioed,  and  the  importer  would  still  gain  a 
profit  But,  as  I  shall  en)lain  hereafter,  that 
single  package  is  in  no  danger,  according  to 
the  practice  of  the  appraisers.  It  has  seldom 
or  never  h^pened  that  they  have  made  an 
eppr^sement  by  which  any  penalty  has  been 
in<wred.  Sach,  dr,  are  uie  facilities  which 
exist  onder  oar  lam.  for  tiie  ccaumission  of 
fimod  and  evauon.  The  door  is  as  wide  open 
as  the  warmest  advooates  of  free  trade  could 
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desire.  It  would  be  marvellous  if  they  did  not 
occasionally  pass  throngh  it. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  facilities 
hare  been  pomted  oatL  have  been  well  im- 
proved, and  describe  the  means  which  have 
been  employed.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  a 
full  development  of  all  the  evanons  can  be 
made.  Those  concerned  are  not  among  the 
most  ready  to  make  discloenres.  But  I  am  in 
poosoQoion  d  some  facts  which  most  clearly 
show  tibat  fhiud  and  evaraon  do  exist,  and  how 
they  are  maoiwed.  The  ship  Silas  Bichords 
entered  New  York  last  spring.  It  was  be- 
lieved that  many  of  the  goods  imported  in 
ttiat  vessel,  as  in  all  others,  would  be  found 
invoiced  with  a  view  to  evade  the  legal  duties. 
A  rigid  examination  was  desired  anil  allowed, 
and  suspicions  were  fidly  realized.  I  have 
before  me  a  letter  addressed  to  the  collector  of 
New  York,  ugned  by  several  of  the  moat 
respectable  merchants  of  that  dty,  which  will 
explain  the  result  <tf  that  exammation.  The 
names  wiU  be  ^ven  to  any  member  of  the 
committee  who  may  desire  to  see  them.  I  will 
read  what  may  be  material. 

"New  York,  9th  Jvly,  1829. 
Deab  sib  :  We  were  invited  a  few  days  cnnce  to 
examme,  at  the  public  store,  a  quantity  of  broad- 
cloUis,  joBt  imported  In  the  ship  Slas  lUchards,  and 
which,  we  were  informed,  were  bvotced  at  less 
than  one  dollar  per  square  yard.  After  a  careful 
ezaminatioa  of  several  bales  of  said  goods,  we  are 
deddedly  of  the  opinion,  that,  althoagfa  a  few  irieces 
in  etch  bale  might  po«dbly,  osder  the  present  ex- 
treme depression  of  trade,  have  been  bought  in  Eog- 
land  at  a  dollar  per  sqnara  yard,  yet  that  the  i«n- 
cipal  part  of  them  could  not  have  costless  than  one 
dollar  twesty-fivfl,  to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
square  yard.  We  have  been  informed  that  these 
goods  hare  been  admitted  to  an  entry  with  an  ad- 
dition of  but  nine  per  cent,  to  the  invoice,  and  that 
this  addition  will  bring  but  a  few  pieces  of  them 
over  the  minimam  of  a  dollar  per  square  yard.  We 
are  also  Informed,  that,  of  the  two  appnusers  called 
in  to  say  what  addition,  if  any,  should  be  made  to 
the  Invoice,  one  was  an  agent  of  the  British  niaao* 
factnrers,  who  is  constantly  receiring  and  selling 
large  quantities  of  cloth  at  auction,  the  other  an 
auctioneer,  both  of  whom  have  a  strong  interest  ia 
passing  goods  at  the  custom-house  at  less  than  their 
value.  Now,  sir,  as  we  are  constantly  in  the  bu^ 
ness,  and  have  l>een  for  years  past,  of  purchasing  in 
En^and  for  cash,  on  oar  own  account,  or  of  re- 
ceiving goods  to  sell  on  account  of  our  fjiends,  and 
feeling  confident,  as  we  do,  that  the  goods  referred 
to  were  invoiced  at  from  twenty  to  fifty  per  cent, 
tielow  their  value,  we  cannot  refnun  from  most  re- 
spectfully inquiriug  if  it  be  true  that  but  nine  per 
cent,  baa  been  added  to  the  invoice,  thereby  screen- 
ing the  owner  from  the  penalty  which  would  have 
been  incurred  had  ten  per  cent,  been  added,  and 
still  leave  the  consignee  to  pay  a  duty  of  but  forty 
cents  per  sqaare  yard  on  the  principal  part  of  these 
goods.  If  it  be  80,  our  friends  and  we  must  aban- 
don the  business  of  importing  cloths,  for  we  are 
paying  a  duty  of  one  dollar  per  square  yard  on  the 
same  equality  of  cloth,  as  a  large  proportion  of  the 
goods  m  question  are,  while  the  foreigner  is  sending 
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them  in  and  paying  bat  forty  oents  per  square  yard. 
We  deem  it  a  daty  we  owe  to  our  Goremmeut,  aa 
well  as  ourselres,  most  respectfully  to  jntitest  against 
euch  a  course  of  buunesa ;  a  course  which  has  dnren 
many,  and  will  drire  every  honest  man,  oat  of  the 
importlDg  business,  ind  by  which  Gonmiment  ia 
defrandea  of  the  revenue. 
SuEDiL  SwARTWouT,  Esq., 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  give  the  committee  a 
few  instances,  cot  of  hnndreds  I  possess,  of 
evasions  of  oar  laws,  and  the  manner  hj  which 
they  are  accompli^ed.  My  antliority  is  de- 
rived from  most  respect^le  merchants  of  Kew 
York.  I  shall  not  use  their  names  on  this 
occasion,  in  pablio  debate.  I  see  no  necessity, 
at  present,  to  make  the  derignation ;  yet  they 
win  not  be  withheld,  on  the  implication  of  any 
gentleman  of  the  committee  who  desires  to  see 
them.  I  shall  read  the  printed  statements 
which  have  been  placed  in  my  hands.  The 
authenticity,  I  am  confident,  cannot  be  denied. 
My  authority,  as  I  hare  before  stated,  la  ready 
to  be  disclosed. 

"  A  dealer  of  this  ci^  pnrebased  at  auction  a  case 
of  goods,  which  were  sold  entitled  to  debenture. 
Having  made  preTious  purchases  of  the  same  kind 
of  goods  at  private  sale,  and  being  thus  acquainted 
with  the  original  coat  at  the  place  of  manufacture, 
he  could  judge,  with  considerable  accuracy,  what 
amount  of  debenture  they  would  yield  to  him  on 
their  shipment  to  a  foreign  port.  After  making  the 
necessary  entries  at  the  custom-hoose,  for  tiie  pur- 
pose  of  shipment,  he  was  much  mrprised  to  flod  the 
amount  of  debenture  so  small ;  and,  on  a  further 
ezaminaUon,  found  that  tfaia  was  owing  to  the  very 
low  price  at  which  the  goods  had  been  entered  at 
tiie  custom-house.  It  q^Msred  strange  to  him  that 
one  foreign  importer  diould  be  able  to  buy  the 
aame  artlole  in  toe  same  maricet  thirty  to  thirty-five 
per  cent,  cheaper  than  another,  both  having  receiv- 
ed the  same  kind  of  goods  by  the  same  vessel.  To 
test  the  matter,  however,  as  to  the  actual  cost  of 
^e  goods  in  quesUon,  a  pattern  was  cut  from  sev- 
eral of  the  pieces,  spedfying  the  number  and  length, 
the  vessel  by  which  they  had  been  received,  &c,  Ac. 
These  patterns  were  sent  to  Europe,  to  tJw  plwe 
where  the  goods  were  made  and  pordiased,  and 
very  partioidar  directions  were  given  to  ascertain 
the  actual  cost  paid  by  the  agent  of  the  importer. 
The  information  returned  was  of  the  most  podtive 
and  unquestionable  character.  It  stated,  among 
several  jparticulars  of  minor  consideration,  the  time 
when  the  goods  were  bought,  by  whom,  and  of 
whom  they  were  booght,  and  the  exact  net  price 
paid  for  them.  The  result  was  (as  anticipated  by 
judges)  that  they  actually  cost  the  importer  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  per  cent,  more  than  he  had  pcud  duty 
on  at  the  custom-house." 

"  A  merchant  of  this  city  happened  to  go  into  the 
store  of  an  importer,  who  does  the  bulk  of  his 
baoness  by  auctton,  and  senng  a  package  of  deut^ 
able  goods,  inquired  the  price  of  it.  The  invoice 
was  exhibited,  through  a  mistake  of  the  importer. 
It  happened  to  be  Uiat  by  which  the  goods  had 
been  entered  at  the  custom-house,  and  by  which 
they  had  paid  the  duty.  It  was  at  least  thirty-five 
per  cenL  less  than  many  other  importers  paid  for 
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the  same  description  of  goods  at  the  same  time.  Ab 
a  proof  of  this,  and  to  try  whether  the  cost  exhib- 
ited was  flotitiooa,  tiie  dealer  offered  to  the  importer 
twenty-Ave  per  oent.  profit  on  the  cost  exhibited. 
TUs  wu  refiised,  with  his  asnuranoe  that  at  that 
rate  he  should  lose  money,  which  he  could  not  af- 
ford to  do.  Bad  the  custom-house  invt^oe  been 
the  real  cost,  would  he  have  refbsed  this  enormous 
profit?  This  act  speaka  for  hself,  and  does  not 
need  fhrther  elucidation.'' 

"  It  is  a  common  cnstom,  and  cme  well  understood 
by  merchants,  that  many  foreign  importera,  reddent 
in  this  ooantry,  and  who  do  nearly  all  their  businesB 
by  auction,  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  receiving 
two  invoices  of  each  parcel  of  goods. .  One  of  these 
is  made  out  at  a  very  low  rate,  and  is  used  to  enter 
the  ^oods.  The  other  contains  the  actual  cost.  A 
foreign  importer,  by  accident,  sold  a  package  of 
goods  at  a  certain  advance  on  the  cost,  and  this 
cost  unforton^ely  happened  to  be  that  by  which 
they  had  been  entered  and  the  datiee  paid.  Shortly 
after  making  the  sale,  he  discovered  that  he  had 
sold  the  goods  at  an  advance  on  the  fictitious  cost, 
or,  in  other  words,  on  the  custom-house  invoice. 
He  therefore  goes  to  the  buyer,  and  informs  him 
that  he  had  made  this  mistake,  and  inoats  that  he 
slionld  make  op  the  dfliBrenee  between  the  actual 
and  ftlSB  cost  The  buyer  who  had  got  a  good  bar- 
gain,  and  was  much  surprised  at  the  novelty  of  this 
request,  refVised  to  allow  any  thing,  and  mformed 
him  that,  if  he  peroAed  in  this  chum,  he  would  go 
to  the  collector  of  the  customs  and  expose  him. 
The  importer  was  prudent  enough  to  pocket  the  af- 
front, and  went  about  his  bo^iesa." 

"  The  fsr^gn  importera  of  woollen  goods  drive  aa 
enormous  trade  by  means  of  auctions.  Indeed,  they 
scarcely  sell  any  thing  at  private  sale.  When  they 
do  so,  thar  invoices  are  never  shown.  In  a  confi- 
dential conversation  (as  regards  names)  with  a  man 
of  integrity,  dependuit  on  a  clerk's  salary  for  sup- 
port, I  olitained  some  indght  into  the  manner  in 
whldi  these  woidlen  deaWra  manage  thdr  ftanda. 
The  common  custom  amongst  this  dass  of  importers 
is,  to  enter  goods  on  an  invoice  made  out  expressly 
for  this  purpose,  and  which  is  always  much  less  than 
the  actual  cost.  He  assured  me  that  he  never  made 
out  a  custom-house  entry  but  from  an  invoice  of 
this  description,  during  the  thne  Uiat  he  had  been 
so  employed.  These  invdces  he  believes  to  be 
thirty-uiiee  and  a  third  per  cent,  at  least  under  the 
real  cost  at  the  place  of  manufacture. 

"  As  a  proof  of  this,  and  most  condodTdy  prov- 
it^  that  goods  are  entered  at  Uie  custom-house  on 
spurious  mvoioes,  the  following  Cut  is  given  : 

"  A  i^ece  of  broadcloth,  costing  four  or  five  shil- 
lings per  yard,  as  entered  at  the  costom^oose,  and 
paying  a  duty  of  thirty  jga  cent,  ander  the  old  tariff 
would  frequently  be  b<mgbt  in  at  auction,  on  ac- 
count of  the  importer  and  owner,  at  two  dollars 
and  a  quarter  to  .two  dollars  uid  a  half  per  yard  t 
Would  not  any  person  in  his  senses  gUdly  sell  at 
this  price,  if  the  i»ece  of  cloth  did  not  actually  cost 
him  more  than  the  price  at  which  it  hod  passed  the 
oostom-bonse,  and  on  wUch  the  doty  was  paldt 
This  fact  does  not  need  Anther  explanation." 

"Messrs.  , merchants,  in  Peari  street,  called 

on  a  commisdon  merdiaut  here  to  buy  bombasiaee. 
He  offered  to  sell  them  at  cost  and  charges,  which 
he  supposed  would  be  sixty-five  per  cent,  advance 
on  the  steiiiog  cost.  The  goods  were  shown,  and 
the  sterling  mvoice  exhibited  by  the  saleunan. 
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The  merehtnta,  seeiDg  that  the  uUde  vts  charged 
low,  oAied  to  bar  uree  taaea,  at  Asty  per  cent, 
adnuwe.  VUm  oiler  waa  aeoepted,  aod  the  gooda 
vere  to  be  delirered.  The  buyera  asked  and  ob- 
tained the  privilege  of  taking  the  balance  of  the  in- 
T<rice,  (about  nine  cases,)  if^  on  examination  of  the 
article  at  their  own  store,  their  impreaaons  of  the 
goods  being  low  ohaned  should  be  confirmed. 
Abotik  as  hoar  after  toe  purchaee  waa  made,  the 
fLr™"  wuted  va  the  bayera,  to  sa;  that  the 
goods  eoald  not  be  d^reied,  as  he  had  made  a 
mistake  In  adling  them  by  the  wrong  ioToice.  The 
bnyera  replied  tm  they  would  take  the  goods  b^ 
the  prices  at  which  they  had  been  entered  at  the 
eastoohhoaaa ;  bat  the  commission  merchant  re- 
fined tbia,  aaying  that  his  instroctiona  were  to  sell 
tbem  at  ao  aaTaooe  npon  the  prices  pat  down  on 
irlut  had  the  fbnn  of  an  invoioe,  but  waa  called  a 
*  atatement*  of  twdve  cases  of  bombasinea,  consigned 
to  ',  &0.,  in  which  the  prices  were  ehar:ged 
one  hundred  per  cent,  above  the  invoice  entered  at 
the  costom-bouse ;  that  ia,  goods  charged  in  the 
eostom-honse  invitee  at  nzty  shillings  per  ;nece, 
wett  put  down  in  the  invoira  called  a  'statement,' 
mX  one  hundred  and  twenty  shilling 

"  When  the  purcbaseis  remonstrated,  upon  his 
refusal  to  deilver  the  three  cases  already  bought,  he 
replied  that  it  waa  nnsenerous  and  ui^nst  to  desire 
a  confinnatioa  of  a  sue  made  by  mistake ;  and,  to 
umrinee  them  that  the  purchase  woidd  be  a  good 
one  at  the  highest  prioea,  stated  diat  a  rettdler,  who 
doea  the  k^iBSt  busineas  in  this  city,  and  is  pre- 
■omed  to  be  ft  good  judge,  had  offued  to  buy  one 
case  at  nxty  per  cent,  adrance  on  the  'statement' 
ptieea,  but  he  wanted  ^  mmtbs*  cre^t,  which  was 
too  long  to  be  giren  obl  a  dngle  case." 

I  will  state  another  case,  for  which  I  have 
tibemoBtnnqnestioiuAleaiithori^.  AnEogliBh- 
man,  who  has  remded  in  New  York  f»  a  imm- 
her  of  years,  and  was  a  tuj  lai^  newmt  of 
TooDen  goods,  prineiinlly  ctotlu,  all  <^  which 
were  stdd  at  auction,  had,  some  time  last  spring, 
a  serious  misnnderstanding  between  himself 
and  his  chief  clerk,  which  resolted  in  some 
disclosures  being  made  by  the  clerk  to  the 
eustom-hoose,  and  he  fled  to  Canada. 

Id  the  second,  third,  and  foorth  qoarters  of 
the  year  1829,  there  were  imported  into  New 
Tork  abont  five  thonsand  dollars'  worth  of 
woollens  abore  the  four  dollars'  minimum.  I 
have  reason  to  beUeve  that  one  person  alone 
boQght  and  sold  a  greater  amoont  daring  the 
■ame  tbns.  Agun,  sir,  I  here  exhibit  sampleB 
broaddoths,  which  (and  I  have  the  best  an- 
tiiority  for  stating  it)  passed  tSie  onstom-honee 
in  New  York  nnder  use  dollar  minimnm,  and 
■old  in  the  Boston  market  at  Ato  dollars  the 
mnning  yard,  or  three  dollars  and  thirtj*foar 
cents  the  square  yard.  I  leave  every  person  to 
^odge  if  BQch  goods  were  fairly  valued  in  the 
invoice,  and  paid  the  legal  daty.  Again ;  I 
shall  now  refer  to  more  evidence.  Z  offer  it  to 
show  what  is  the  impression  that  prevails 
amongst  the  most  inteUigent  eitizens  of  New 
York  on  Oua  subject.  I  will  read  an  extract 
firtMii  a  paper  {daoed  in  our  hands,  to  which  is 
attached  a  respondUe  name— Jeromos  Johnson, 
formeilT  a  member  of  fliia  Hoase.  He,  as  the 
ToE.XL-4 
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churman  of  a  most  respectable  and  intelligent 
body  of  the  citizens  of  New  Yorir,  and  by  wem 
sanctioned,  made  the  following  public  declara- 

tion: 

"The  revenue  is  largely  and  ^stematically  de- 
frauded by  means  of  the  concealment  afforded  by 
auctions.  The  prooft  of  this  alarming  truth  are  so 
abundant,  that  it  has  long  been  a  settled  point 
among  the  intelligent  merchants.  The  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Heans,  from  the  same  conviction,  have 
reported  the  present  bill,  which  does  not  tax  public 
sales,  but  only  restores  those  responsibilities  and 
usages  which  formed  the  common  practice  of  im- 
porters in  ^ose  prosperous  times  when  smuggUng 
was  unknown — before  auctions  had  destroyea 
ular  trade.  If  these  usagea  had  never  been  inter- 
rupted, many  millions  would  have  t>een  saved  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  Formerly,  smug- 
gling, like  other  great  crimes,  was  of  rare  occur- 
rence, and  perpetrated  nnder  accidental  tempta- 
tions. Xow,  by  means  of  auctions,  it  has  become  a 
system,  matured  in  all  its  parts,  with  a  mechanism 
as  carefully  adapted  to  its  purposea,  aa  in  the  most 
regular  and  lawful  occupation. 

"  The  officers  of  the  customs  in  this  city,  whose 
experience  has  been  on  the  largest  scale,  and  who 
have  devoted  much  attention  to  this  subject,  con- 
cur in  the  opinions  and  facts  which  we  have  now 
suted." 

I  shall  remark  on  aactions  hereafter. 

I  now  appeal  to  every  gentleman  in  the 
least  acqnamted  with  public  opinion  in  New 
York.  Is  it  not  generally  understood  that  our 
laws  are  evaded  I  Is  it  not  the  prevailing  im- 
pression of  the  community  that  the  revenue  is 
de&auded — ^that  the  laws  of  tiie  country  are 
ridated,  and  this  in  tlw  most  flagrant  man- 
ner! 

Agdn,  edr:  the  Prerident  in  Ids  Uessage 
clearly  intimates  that  onr  reroine  laws  are 
evaded.  I  know  that  he  is  anxious  that  pit>- 
vision  should  be  made  to  carry  them  into  exe- 
cution. From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
we  are  informed  that  the  laws  are  evaded,  ana 
that  the  attention  of  the  GloTerament  is  re- 
quired. The  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
York,  I  know,  is  perfectly  satisfied  that  con- 
tinued violations  of  our  laws  take  place.  As 
a  faithful,,  vigilant,  indefatigable  officer,  he 
has  no  superior  under  the  Government  He 
fearlessly  executes  the  laws  to  the  extent  of  his 
power.  Giro  me  snob  m£ai,  whaterw  ptditical 
power  controls  the  affidrs  of  the  nation.  But  his 
aathority  is  deficient.   He  has  not  the  means. 

We  have  now  seen  how  affairs  are  conducted 
at  the  T)ustom-house.  how  invoices  are  made ; 
let  us  notice  what  takes  place  in  the  appraisers^ 
office.  The  office  of  appr^ser  was  created  by 
the  act  of  1818,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the 
collectors  of  the  revenue  in  the  prevention  of 
frauds.  The  office  was  provided  for  by  the  act 
of  1828,  and  has  continued  to  the  present  time. 
I  have  already  stated  the  proportion  of  ad 
valorem  goods  sent  by  the  collector  to  their 
diarge,  that  is — one  package  out  of  every  in- 
at  least,  and,  if  more  are  oontdned  in  the 
invDioe,  at  leait  <»ie  package  in  twenty.  Thft 
• 
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appraisera,  as  baa  been  stated,  reqoire  the  in- 
voice to  be  produced  before  they  decide  on  the 
Talne.  I  am  ioformed  by  one  of  the  apprusers, 
that  tbe  invoice  ie  used  as  evidence  of  tne  vaiae 
of  the  goods  which  it  cont^na.  It  is  well 
known  that,  in  oommon  practice,  it  Is  the  only 
standard  of  ralnation.  Not  more  than  seven 
or  nine  thousand  dollars  of  woollen  goods  have 
been  found  by  the  appraisers  nndervalned  in 
the  invoice  fbr  the  year  past,  although  millions 
have  passed  through  the  custom-honse.  A 
art,  if  not  .all,  of  the  under-valuations  were 
isoovered  by  an  open  examination  of  the 
goods  imported  in  the  ship  Silas  Richards,  to 
which  I  have  before  referred.  It  may  there- 
fore be  considered  as  the  general  practice  of  tbe 
appraisers  to  take  the  invoice  value  as  the  real 
value  on  which  duties  are  to  be  assessed.  I 
have  ahreadj  shown  how  invoices  for  tbe  ous- 
tom-houae  are  prepared,  and  every  one  can 
judge  how  much  ondit  would  be  j^ven  tiiem. 
There  is  too  mncb  intelligence  in  committee 
to  retiuire  any  further  ozplanaUon.  Under  tiie 
eiisting  state  of  things,  what  is  the  secnrity  for 
the  revenue  i  What  for  the  protection  intend- 
ed to  be  given  to  the  domestic  industry  of  the 
country  f  There  is  no  check,  no  barrier,  to  the 
unprincipled  adventurer.  The  door  is  thrown 
wide  open.  A.  mammoth  might  pass  without 
touching  his  sides.  It  has  already  oeen  decided 
by  a  large  majority  in  the  House,  diat  Senators 
and  members  of  Congress  cannot  be  trusted  to 
compute  their  own  mileage — that  we  cannot 
trust  the  presiding  officers  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  with  the  appointment  of  a 
droaghtsman.  If  so,  what  are  we  to  think 
of  a  Liverpool  invoice  ? 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  another  important  point.  It  is  as  to  the 
number  of  tbe  regular  American  importing  mer- 
chants engaged  in  the  woollen  trade  as  their  prin- 
cipal bnsiness.  The  story  is  a  short  one.  It  is  the 
result  of  an  anxious  inquiry.  Previous  to  the 
war,  the  woollen  trade  was  almost  exclusively 
in  the  hands  of  our  own  merdianti.  The  num- 
ber was  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  In  Boston, 
Kow  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore.  Of 
the  same  class  of  importers,  at  this  time,  about 
twenty.  As  I  am  informed  by  a  most  intelli- 
gent merchant  there  were  in  New  York,  at  the 
period  to  which  I  have  alloded,  for^-three. 
whom  he  recollects ;  now  only  five.  One  of 
the  appraisers  recenUy  informed  me  that  there 
were,  at  least,  six  I  Saeh  is  the  mysterious 
change  of  trade  in  tbe  great  emporium.  These 
remarks  are  in  a  great  degree  applicable  to  all 
American  merchants  engaged  in  other  branches 
of  European  trade.  If  they  have  not  yet  suf- 
fered as  mnch,  they  clearly  see  before  them  the 
secret,  silent,  fatid  approach  of  annihilation. 
The  strong  arm  of  Government  must  be  ex- 
tended to  t^eir  rescne. 

Again,  sir :  What  is  the  condition  of  the 
American  merchant?  No  better  iUnstradon 
can  be  given,  than  what  is  contained  in  their 
repeated  memoriala  to  0<Higre8s.  To  me  at 
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least  I  will  refer.  It  is  swned  by  thoosands  of 
our  felJow-citizens  (rf  New  York.  It  now 
remains  on  the  files  of  this  House.  It  was  pre- 
sented in  1620,  when  the  evils  of  which  Uiey 
complain  were  far  less  withering  to  commer- 
cial enterprise  than  at  the  preeent  day.  I  wiU 
read  the  ooncloslon : 

"Toar  memoriftliats  will  no  longer  detain  yonr 
bODomble  bodies  with  a  detail  of  Uie  evils  floving 
from  publio  sales — from  which  we  can  never  be  nj- 
lieved,  until  oar  roercbaots  dure  equally  In  our  im- 
portatioDS,  until  every  trader  is  held  Accountable 
for  the  quality  as  well  ts  the  qoaatity  of  his  goods, 
and  integrity  in  dealing  is  {woperl;  rewarded  by 
being  considered  a  suffiuent  guaranty ;  that,  mAer 
a  sound,  equal,  and  permanent  system,  your  memo- 
rialists most  sincerely  believe  fabrics,  irom 
wbaterer  source  they  may  come,  will  be  Improved, 
corruption  in  trade  will  be  dimiiushed,  the  consum- 
ers throughout  tbe  land  will,  on  an  average,  buy 
cheaper,  uie  farmer  will  be  better  paid  for  bis  pro- 
duce, bankruptcies  will  be  less  frequent,  and  our 
commercial  character  consequentl;  rastored." 

This  is  language  common  to  all  the  memorials 
on  the  great  and  interesting  subject  of  auctions. 
They  all  speak  of  oorruption  in  trade,  and  suggest 
means  to  produce  a  restoration  of  commercial 
character.  All  know,  when  American  trade 
was  conducted  by  American  merchants,  their 
characters  stood  before  the  world  untarnished, 
by  the  suspicion  of  corruption.  At  home,  and 
abroad,  it  commanded  the  most  perfect  confi- 
dence and  respect.  Prices  were  steady,  profits 
uniform,  deception  unknown.  In  tbe  present 
confn^on  oi  business,  in  the  nutiring  efforts  of 
fbr^^ers  to  sopidant  our  own  merchants,  and 
to  drive  them  oat  q£  employment  in  our  own 
country,  it  is  not  surprising  that  commercial 
character  should  have  suffered  in  pnblic  estima- 
tion. The  present  state  of  trade  most  produce 
this  effect,  however  pore  may  be  individual 
integrity  and  honor.  I  am  well  aware  that  the 
fllorming  evils  which  exist,  are  supposed,  by 
tbe  mercantile  community  generally,  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  auction  system.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  it  baa  been  one  of  the  principal  causes  of 
ruin  and  desolation  to  a  high  and  elevated  class 
of  our  merchants.  It  keeps  trade  in  perpetual 
change.  Zt  invites  to  the  most  minoas  specu- 
lation. K  affords  the  most  ready  fiuulities  for 
violatii^  onr  revenue  laws;  and,  above  all,  it 
tends  to  destroy  all  confidence  in  oommerdal 
reputation.  But  suppose  that  sales  at  auction 
are  abolished,  that  honest  and  honorable  mer- 
chants take  their  former  station.  Under  the 
existing  taw,  and  the  practice  of  the  custom- 
house, what  could  they  do  i  Gould  they  meas- 
ure consciences  with  the  maker  of  a  Liverpool 
invoice?  Must  they  not  yield  to  circum- 
stances, or  again  be  rained  1  Something  else 
must  be  done,  or  the  foreign  adventurer  will 
command  our  trade.  The  subject  of  auctions 
is  in  able  hands.  It  is  a  great  cause — it  is  a 
good  cause.  I  have  no  doubt  bnt  it  will  be 
well  siutained  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  who 
have  it  in  charge. 
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Nowj  eir,  we  will  condder  how  tbe  woollen 
trade  is  carried  on.  With  One  snt^ect  all  are 
fiiinUiar.  In  Kew  York,  as  well  as  in  most  of 
our  cities,  woollen  goods  ore  generally  sold  on 
foreign  acooont.  As  near  aa  I  can  ascertfun, 
fonr-tifths;  many  suppose  Dine-tenths.  Partis 
consigned  to  American  merchants ;  a  great  pro- 
portion is  in  the  care  of  foreign  ^^nts.  Thej 
oome  here  to  enperintend  the  sale — ^have  no 
interest  in  the  oonntry — take  the  place  of  the 
American  merchant— many,  it  is  said,  live  in 
garrets,  make  oat  invoicea  for  the  cnstom- 
hoose — pnbliflh  esQavs  on  free  trade— gather  up 
the  8p<^  and  OTofits  of  bndness — abase  the 
Ooremment,  and— go  home.  After  all,  they 
are  not  so  ranch  to  blame,  if  we  continue  to 
nod  assent.  Bat,  onder  this  state  of  things, 
we  all  see  &at  our  own  merchants  are  com- 
pelled to  perform  a  miserable  part.  ITiey  have 
to  wait  the  motion  of  their  masters  at  the  auo- 
tioQ  room.   They  are  active,  intelligent,  enter- 

? rising;  why  are  they  driven  from  trade? 
hey  cannot,  vrill  not,  dare  not,  resort  to  means 
which  those  who  re^e  abroaa  are  ready  and 
willing  to  use. 

Now,  rir,  shall  we  aoffer  snch  a  state  of  things 
gm  liaa  and  will  continae,  unless  checked,  to 
produce  such  ooiueqaenoes?  Is  it  sound  policy 
to  allow  transient,  wandering  foreigners  to 
usurp  that  employment  which  belongs  to  the 
American  merohant?  Is  it  patriotic?  Is  It 
ocmslstent  with  jost  national  feelings  to  permit 
the  great  oommerdal  interests  of  this  country 
to  be  controlled  by  foreigners?  When  I 
allude  to  foreigners,  I  mean  those  whose  home 
Is  abroad;  whose  aUegiaooe  still  chains  them 
to  'another  conntry.  In  short,  sir,  I  wish 
to  see  American  merohanta  transacting  Amer- 
ican bn^eas.  I  hope  to  see  the  day  when 
thb  will  be  accomplished ;  when  our  mer- 
chants will  oocnpy  their  fbrmer  standing 
in  the  estimation  of  this  country  and  the 
world.  We  have  of  late  heard  maoh  of  the 
transcendent  importance  of  navigation — of  ship- 
building. I  respect  its  value  as  mnch  as  any 
one  shonld.  But  I  had  rather  see  all  we  re- 
ceive from  abroad  introduced  by  foreign  navi- 
gation, than  see  the  internal  trade  of  the  coun- 
try conducted  by  foreign  agents.  I  had  rather 
have  for  the  comitry,  a  good,  substantial,  up- 
right, Pearl  street  meroBaut,  than  the  best 
Liverpool  packet  that  ever  ssuled.  We  can 
have  both. 

It  is  constantly  alleged  by  many,  that  the 
eraaona  of  our  revenue  laws  are  caused  by  the 
high  inrotecting  dutiea  imposed  by  the  tariffs 
of  1824  and  1828.  To  this  salgeot  I  would  cell 
the  attraitiffli  the  committee.  The  charge 
is  cnoneous.  Evasions  of  our  revenue  laws 
existed  to  a  greater  extent  previous  to  the 
passage  of  those  acts.  Under  the  mild  and 
moderate  tariff  of  1816 — a  tariff  lower  than 
has  been  proposed  by  the  wannest  opposer 
of  the  protecting  system  during  the  present 
session,  tiie  most  flagrant  evasons  were  known 
to  exist.   Tibej  cannot  be  better  expUdned, 
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than  by  a  reference  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford in  1818,  while  Seoretsry  of  the  Treasury. 

He  says,  after  alluding  to  the  course  of  trade, 
"  there  is  abandant  reason  to  believe  that  it  is 
customary,  in  importations  of  this  nature,  to 
send  with  the  merchandise  an  invoice  consider- 
ably below  the  actual  cost,  by  which  the  entry 
is  made  and  the  duties  secured.  Another  in- 
voice, at  or  above  the  actual  cost,  is  forwarded 
to  a  different  person,  with  instructions  to  take 
and  seU  the  goods  by  such  invoice."  This  prac- 
tice, as  I  have  fully  shown,  still  continues ;  and 
if  it  has  increased,  it  arises  only  from  improved 
skill  and  experience.  Oonstant  practice  makes 
the  trade  more  perfect.  If  the  tariff  <tf  1816 
had  remained  unchanged,  foreigners  would 
have  gained  the  advantages  they  now  possess. 
We  aho  see  in  all  the  memorials  against  auc- 
tions from  commercial  cities,  as  early  as  1820, 
the  most  frightful  frauds  on  the  revenue  are 
described.  It  makes  littie  or  no  difference 
whether  the  duties  are  twenty  or  fifty  per 
cent ;  the  same  relative  advantages  exist  in 
favor  of  the  foreigner.  That  is,  he  dares  verify 
an  invoice  In  Liverpool,  that  an  honest  Amer- 
ican merchant  dares  not  do  in  New  York.  If 
the  invoice  is  made  out  in  this  country  by  an 

rt,  he  can  swear  as  to  his  belief  of  the  cost 
uL-4he  American  merchant,  who  pur- 
chases, does  know  the  actual  cost,  and  honesty 
will  require  him  to  declare  truly — if  he  does  nSt 
possess  honesty,  danger  will  compel  him.  He  is 
within  the  reach  of  our  own  laws  where  peijnry 
is  sometimes  noticed.  But  yon  cannot  reach  the 

Jierson  who  swears  falsely  to  an  invoice  in  a 
oreign  country.  There  he  is  perfectiy  safe. 
The  truth  is,  sir,  that  the  foreign  valuation  is 
the  rotten  part  of  our  system.  But  so  it  is, 
and  we  must  make  the  best  of  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  allude  to  tiie  effects  which 
fraud  and  eraqion  mast  have  had  on  the  reve- 
nue. The  amount  of  ad  valorem  goods  im- 
ported into  the  port  of  New  York^  for  each  of 
the  last  ten  years,  at  the  invoice  pnce,  will  not 
vary  much  from  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars; 
the  whole  amount,  two  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  average  rate  of  duty  may 
be  estimated  at  twenty-five'  per  cent.  The 
amount  of  duty  for  ten  years  would  be  Mity- 
two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  We 
have  already  seen  how  goods  are  valned  in  the 
invoice — the  low  price  at  which  they  pass  the 
custom-house.  The  average  cannot  be  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  real  cost  or  value  in  the 
foreign  market.  Goods  which  cost  abroad 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, have  been  invoiced  at  one-third  less  than 
the  cost  This  would  amount  to  the  two  hun- 
dred and  flf^  millions,  as  I  have  stated,  on 
which  duties  nave  been  paid.  Duties  should 
have  been  paid  on  the  three  hundred  and 
seventy-five  millions  of  dollars,  which  would 
have  produced  ninety -three  million  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thonsand  dollars,  instead  of  sixty- 
two  million  five  handred  thousand  dollars,  a 
difference  of  thirty-one  milUon  two  hundred 
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and  fifty  thonsaad  dollars.  This  in  the  port  of 
New  York  alone.  I  am  readj  to  admit,  that  if 
the  laws  had  been  folly  enforced,  the  importa- 
tion of  many  articles  wonld  have  diminished, 
yet  the  Treasury  woold  have  guned  millioas. 
and  the  domestic  indostry  of  the  nation  woold 
have  been  secored.  I  wUl  pass  to  another 
topio — smu^ing. 

When  any  charge  is  made  that  onr  lawa  are 
evaded  through  uie  cnstom-honse,  the  cry  of 
smnggling  IB  raised  from  a  certain  qnarter.  If 
a  foreign  agent  presents  his  well-made  invoice 
— good-looking  invoice — to  the  collector,  and 
the  collector  has  some  donhts  whether  all  is 
right,  you  might  well  suppose  he  would  say,  ear, 
can  yoo  think  I  would  do  any  thing  wrong ! 
Will  I  cheat,  sirt  Smuggling,  yon  may  de- 
pend, sir,  is  carried  on  only  on  the  northern 
irontier.  There  is  the  place  to  look  for  rogues; 
I  am  honest.  Kisohief  is  on  the  northern  fron- 
tiers; that  is  the  jdaoe.  U  he  presents  an  in- 
voice that  wonid  make  the  spirit  of  mischief 
blush,  he  declares  that  he  ia  honest ;  smuggling 
is  only  fonnd  on  the  northern  firontier.  80  hia 
invoice  passes.  Newspapers  opposed,  all  op- 
posed to  the  proteoting  policy,  testiiy  that  no 
evasions  take  place,  except  on  the  norUiem 
fi-ontier;  everywhere  else,  all  pes'feot^  himestl 
This  is  a  capital  wa^  to  escape. 

Now,  (s£ud  Mr.  M.,)  I  have  taken  much  puns 
to  learn  the  truth  of  this  matter.  I  have  re- 
sorted to  every  sonrce  of  information ;  to  the 
officers  of  the  customs,  to  our  merchants,  to  all 
who  we  best  aoqndnted  with  the  course  of  tJie 
Canada  trade.  Tlie  charge  is  wholly  incorrect, 
that  illit^t  trade  in  that  quarter  makes  any  im- 
pression on  the  rerrane  or  market,  lliere  may 
be  along  the  lines  a  little  petty  dealing,  that 
would  always  exist  whether  duties  were  high 
or  low.  Efforts  have  been  maie  on  a  large 
scale.  They  have  been,  and  will  .he,  unsuccess- 
ful. The  reason  ia  obvious.  The  great  marts 
for  the  northern  merchants  are  New  York  and 
Boston.  When  they  go  into  market,  they  ob- 
tain a  full  assortment  for  the  seasop.  A  few 
pieces  of  woollen  goods  are  all  that  each  mer- 
chant may  want.  There  can  be  no  motive  for 
smug^g.  It  certainly  can  be  no  great  ol^ect 
to  the  foreigner  to  smuggle  cloths  to  a  small 
extent.  If  to  a  lai^  amonnt,  of  course  he  must 
send  bU  goods  to  the  seaboard  market.  His 
goods  are  exposed  to  the  weather,  to  damage, 
to  expense  and  aeiznre.  Besides,  m  the  coun- 
try any  movement  out  of  the  usual  way  is  ob- 
served. Onriosity  is  excited.  H  mischief  Is 
on  foot,  it  will  be  discovered.  Again,  sir,  the 
people  in  that  part  of  the  Union  are  friendly  to 
our  domestic  policy.  The  farmer  and  manu- 
facturer are  awake.  Here  is  a  great  security. 
You  might  as  well  smuggle  s^w  as  broad 
cloths.  In  great  ports,  like  New  York,  where 
all  is  bnstle  and  oonAirion,  illicit  trade  is  com- 
paratively safe.  Ton  might  smuggle  a  ^{p 
load  there  more  easily  thuk  yon  ooold  send  a 
wagon  load  from  Canada  to  the  same  place, 
j^ftar  the  passage  of  the  tariff  In  1628,  in  Eng- 
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land  smuggling  was  praotiBed  on  a  lai^e  scale 
across  the  lines.  The  attention  of  Government 
was  called  to  that  subject.  Among  other  pre- 
cautions, a  confidential  and  most  intelligent 
agent  was  appointed  to  observe  the  operations 
of  trade  on  the  narthem  frontier.  From  Jdm, 
air,  I  have  a  statement,  whidi  fiiUy-  and  am^ 
sustaina  what  I  have  menthmed  before.  He 
has  ascertained  thiX  onr  exports  to  the  Canada 
market,  for  the  year  1829,  amoonted  to  two 
million  forty-four  thousand  dollars.  That  near 
two  millions  of  this  have  be^  pud  for  in  specie, 
or  drafts,  in  tavcm  of  our  exporters,  on  onr  sea- 
board cities,  mostly  on  New  York.  If  required, 
a  full  detail  could  be  g^ven.  I  well  recollect, 
on  a  former  occasion,  the  same  charge  was 
made.  It  was  said  on  this  floor  that  we  ex- 
ported annually  about  two  millions  to  Canada, 
we  paid  duties  on  a  small  amount  of  importa- 
tions, and  smuggled  the  balanoe  in  returns.  It 
so  hemiened,  t£at^  whoi  the  charge  was  made^ 
I  had  in  my  possndon  evidence  that  one  house 
alone  in  New  York  had.  annually  for  three 
years,  accepted  and  paid  drafts  to  tJie  amount 
of  one  miUion  two  hundred  ami  6Sty  thousand 
dollars,  the  proceeds  of  tlie  Canada  trade. 
TbeOj  I  hope  the  fears  of  smn^lers  on  tb^ 
frontiers  may  be  quieted,  for  the  present  at  least. 

I  will  now  advert  to  another  point.  The 
people  in  the  interior  of  the  oonn^  have  never 
been  aware  of  the  mischiefs  that  have  been 
practised  at  the  onstom-faouse.  The  Govern- 
ment has  not  been  folly  apprised  of  tiiem  until 
lately.  Darkness  had  enveuqwdtiiein.  S^ng 
reaaona  exist.  Let  os  look  at  them  plunly. 
Twenty-five  miliions  a  year  of  ad  valorem  goods 
imported  into  New  York ;  in  the  market  w<»th 
thirty-five  to  forty  millions;  three-fonruis,  per- 
haps nine-tenths,  owned  by  foreigners,  hostile, 
I  repeat,  to  our  policy,  intent  on  gain,  and 
using  every  exertion  to  save  the  last  farthing. 
Here  is  a  cordon  around  the  oastom-home.  If 
any  power  on  earth  can  overawe  a  Department 
of  the  Government,  here  it  is.  You  can  see  it, 
if  you  have  the  leaat  knowledge  of  human  na- 
ture. If  its  officers  perform  their  duty,  they- 
are  assailed;  they  are  represented  as  harsh 
and  tyrannical.  I  will  give  an  instance.  The 
presmt  oQUeotwr  of  New  York— I  wish  all 
can  ot  tiie  Oovemment  were  as  ft^iAil — 
knowing  that  goods  were  dispersed  In  aU  direo- 
ti<HU  before  the  appraisal  had  made  their  re- 
port, <ni  the  sample  patdcaoe,  required  oS  tha 
importer  the  fidloiwing  riu^e  (rtdlgation : 

"I,— — ^do  iHvmise  that  all  or  any  part  of  the 
merchancHse  mentioDcd  hi  the  annexed  entry  shall, 
at  the  request  of  tiie  coneotor,be  iaunediately  de- 
livered up  for  eiaminatiwi  by  the  pibUc  api»ai&» 
ers." 

The  object  of  this  was,  to  have  imported 
goodsL  in  some  degree  under  his  control,  in 
ease  frand  should  m  discovered  in  tiie  sample 
package.  This  made  moh  uproar  that  he  was 
oonmelled  to  ahandmi  it.  Tub  was  too  much 
tm  free  trade  to  endure.  'Fmtagosn  declared 
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that  the  collector  was  unfit  for  the  offioe,  he 

StTe  8Dch  nnneceeaary  trouble.  Under  emtiog 
ma  and  estaUiahed  practice,  Liveipoot  has 
repealed  onr  reTenne  laws  in  New  Tork.  Vigi- 
lant and  honest  officers  cannot  prerent  it.  They 
hare  not  the  force,  Uie  ud  that  is  required. 
GovcmmeDt  alone  can  afford  a  remedy.  The 
bill  under  oonsideradoa  is  intended  to  accom- 
plish a  part  at  least.  I  hope  something  may 
be  done.  The  interior  of  the  country  nave  a 
deep  interest  in  this  matter.  The  cnstom-house 
belongs  to  the  nation.  It  belongs  to  Ohio,  to 
I^otttKjf  as  mnah  as  the  <Atf  of  Hew  Tork. 
We  have  uie  poww  to  o(vreet  abuses.  Let  it 
he  used. 

I  win  now  pTOoeed  to  oonrider  the  provisions 
of  the  bOl  b^m  ttrtoommittee.  It  ueoofined 
to  woaUenaL  Tb»  committee  did  not  wish  to 
propose  any  measures,  except  when  required 
by  clear  and  palpable  necessity.  One  of  the 
great  objects  of  the  tariff  of  1828  was  to  pro- 
tect Uie  woollen  mann&otorer.  At  the  time, 
it  was  feared  and  believed  by  muiy  that  the 
doBar  TmntTtifim  would  destroy  all  intended 
benefit.  As  it  passed  this  House,  the  duty  was 
specific.  In  the  Senate,  the  dnl^  was  changed 
to  ad  valorem.  Yet,  by  a  moat  erroneouB  de- 
d^on  of  ytr.  Secretaiy  Boab,  the  ad  valorem 
principle  was  not  allowed  to  apply.  The  ten 
per  cent  in  addition  to  invoice  cost  was  dis- 
allowed, which  most  materially  diminished  the 
intended  protection.  This  affected  the  fabrics 
oompoeea  tjf  the  raw  material  which  ia  pro- 
daced  by  oar  fanners  in  the  greatest  abondaace. 
They  have  been  made  to  suffer,  even  more  than 
the  mann&etorer.  All  that  is  now  asked,  all 
that  is  humbly  required,  is  to  give  really,  hon- 
estly, in  good  faith,  what  the  Qoverament  has 
prtMuised,  pledged  itself  to  give.   That  is  alL 

The  first  section  provides  for  having  a  copy 
of  the  invi^  delivered  to  the  collector.  This 
b  iDdispenaaUe  fbr  the  correct  estimate  <rf  du- 
ties as  wen  SB,  a  guard  against  fhmda.  The 
value  of  this  is  admitted  by  the  custom-hoase 
and  Treasury  Department 

The  second  section  require  ^at  wooUen 
eoods  shoold  be  placed  in  the  public  store. 
The  object  is  qsparent.  It  is  for  the  purpose 
of  ^ving  power  to  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  keep  them  safe  until  the  legal  duties 
are  ascertained.  Onr  revenue  laws  now  re- 
quire it,  in  my  opinion.  The  practice  is  other- 
wise, as  I  have  shown.  There  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty ;  the  delay  trifling.  It  will  operate  equal- 
ly ;  no  advantage  will  be  given  in  the  market 
by  aaj.  The  r^ta  of  the  Government  will  be 
safe. 

The  tlurd  section  provides  tor  the  examina- 
tion tjS  the  goods  by  the  ifipraiaera.  It  requires 
tb»t  they  shoold  be  marked  with  the  evidence 
of  the  minimum  class  to  which  they  belong,  and 
(m  wliich  ^tiee  should  be  paid.  In  this  there 
will  be  no  ^ffienlty.  Every  cask  of  wine  and 
spirits  is  exanuned  and  marked.  Every  chest 
and  box  of  tea  is  examined,  whether  it  contains 
five  poon^  or  two  hundred.  Every  bar  of 
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iron  ia  weighed;  every  bushel  of  salt  measured. 
Every  piece  of  cloth  can  as  well  be  ezomined, 
valu&d,  and  marked.  It  can  be  done  with  the 
greatest  expedition.  It  will  be  a  great  security 
to  the  honest  merchant,  and  to  pnrchasers. 
Each  will  be  able  to  compare  qualities  and 
prices.'  Fraud  will  be  exposed  to  public  obser- 
vation— tjie  surest  check.  I  will  pass  on  as 
rapidly  as  possible :  will  give  more  explicit  ex- 
planation when  desired.  As  to  measuring 
goods,  no  more  is  required,  perhaps  not  as 
much  as  ia  required  by  the  law  of  1828.  The 
next  provi^n  of  importance  ia  that  which  de- 
clares tiiat  the  appraisement  shall  be  made 
without  the  invoice.  Their  value,  their  cor- 
rectness, I  have  described.  If  appraisers  un- 
derstand their  duty,  a  ffur  Taloation  can  be 
nude  without  the  invoice ;  if  they  do  not,  they 
^oold  be  discharged.  If  the  duty  cannot  be 
performed,  the  office  should  be  abolished.  With 
skilL  ^tention,  integrity,  the  Government 
would  be  safe;  without  these  qualifications^ 
their  employment  would  be  useless. 

The  greatest  objections  I  have  heard  urged 
agunat  the  bill  have  arisen  from  the  penalties 
to  be  incurred  in  oaaea  of  ^ppraiaement  above 
the  invoice  price.  I  do  not  ubink  they  are  in- 
dispenaable^  and  diaU,  at  a  proper  time,  aubmit 
a  motion  to  atrike  them  oat  Itj  desire  is  to 
remove  all  the  objections  that  may  exist,  pro- 
vided the  main  object  is  accomplished. 

The  fourth  section  contains  but  one  altera* 
tion  of  the  enstiug  law,  that  I  consider  mate- 
rial. By  the  revenue  laws  now  in  force,  when 
the  importer,  his  agent,  or  consignee  is  dissatis- 
fied with  an  apprtusemeut,  he  may  require  a 
re-appraisement  In  such  cases  he  may  "  employ 
two  respectable  resident  merchants,"  who,  with 
the  appr^sers,  shall  re-examine  and  re-appraise 
the  goods  in  question.  The  consequence  is  ob- 
noua.  The  importer  will  employ  the  person 
most  favorable  to  hia  intereat.  Now,  sir,  the 
chaiue  proposed  by  the  loll  ia,  that  the  collec- 
tor Bnoll  ^point  the  merchants  to  be  associated 
with  the  appraisers  in  oases  of  re-appraisement 
The  collector  is  bound  to  do  justice  to  all — ^to 
the  CJovemment  as  well  as  to  individuals.  He 
actsWmpartially.  It  is  known,  it  is  expected, 
that,  when  the  importer  employs  persons  to 
join  the  appraisers,  be  will  select  those  the 
most  partial  to  his  interests.  At  any  rate,  he 
has  the  power  to  do  so ;  human  nature  prompts 
it ;  it  is  not  forbidden  by  the  law  or  the  doc- 
trines of  free  trade. 

The  fifth  section  is  but  a  consequence  of  the 
one  preceding. 

The  ^xth  section  providea  penaltieafor  coun- 
terfeiting and  ohftTiginy  marks.  If  goods  are 
marked,  as  is  provided  in  the  third  aeotion,  this 
provision  is  necessary. 

The  seventh  section  is  impoitant  It  pro- 
vides that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
assign  one  of  the  appraisers,  now  appointed,  to 
take  charge  of  the  goods  deposited  in  the  public 
store,  according  to  the  third  section  of  this  bill ; 
and  that  the  Secretary  shall  i^poiut  assistants 
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to  tbo  ropraisera,  for  the  purpose  of  secnring  a 
fnll  and  faithfal  execution  of  the  htws.  It  is 
considered  by  all,  it  is  well  known,  that  more 
aid  is  required  at  the  custom-house  in  New 
York.  Considering  the  immense  bosiness  done 
in  that  port,  the  appraising  department  is 
totally  unable  to  perform  the  duties  by  law 
required  to  be  performed.  Further  force  must 
be  allowedl,  or  the  laws,  even  aa  th^  at  present 
e:dat  cannot  be  executed.  The  Seoretazy  of 
the  Treasary  has  earnestly  recommended  this 
in  hU  report.  The  collector  of  New  York  con- 
siders it  indispensably  necessary.  The  Oom- 
mittee  on  Manufactures  were  fully  convinced 
that  farther  assistance  should  be  given.  Since 
the  bill  was  reported,  as  an  individual  member, 
I  have  become  satisfied  a  more  eflBoient  arrange- 
ment may  be  made,  than  that  contained  in  uie 
bill.  It  is,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  ap- 
point an  additional  appraiser  for  the  port  of 
New  York ;  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  distribate  among  the  appraisers  the  dasses 
of  bnnness  to  be  by  each  pemvmed.  One  can 
i>e  assigned  to  the  ezammation  and  appraise- 
ment 01  woollen  goods ;  one  to  hardware  tuid 
other  articles ;  one  to  silks,  linens ;  indeed,  the 
distribntion  may  be  made  in  sneh  way  as  that 
there  may  be  a  full  superintendence  over  all  ad 
valorem  goods.  This  can  be  arranged  as  the 
occasion  may  require.  Also,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  shall  appoint  such  number 
of  assistant  appraisers  as  the  public  service  may 
demand.  It  is  my  intention  to  submit,  on  a 
proper  occasion,  an  amendment  for  this  pur- 
pose. I  am  confident  it  ia  the  better  plan,  and 
will  better  meet  the  views  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment as  contfuned  in  the  report  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  more  effectually  accomplish  the  object 
which  all  must  desire. 

I  will  now  explain  t&e  ninth  section  of  the 
bill.  By  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of 
1828,  a  part  owner  residing  in  the  United  States 
may  verify  the  invoice.  Let  his  interest  be 
ever  so  small,  he  possesses  this  right.  It  may 
be  created  for  this  purpose.  The  great  object 
of  the  foreign  resident  is  to  pass  hia  goods 
through  the  custom-house  as  low  as  possible. 
He  sends  hia  goods  to  a  part  owner,  with  such 
representations  as  to  cost  as  he  pleases,  with  a 
blank  invoice.  The  part  owner  in  this  country 
very  honestly  swears  to  his  belief  of  the  value 
in  foreign  market.  That  value  may  be  as 
low  as  the  standard  of  his  conscience,  very  low, 
as  low  as  will  pass  the  ctutom-honse.  Very 
low.  Now,  if  invoices  are  worth  any  thing — 
and  it  seems  to  be  admitted  that  when  made  by 
foreigners  they  are  not  Worth  much — the  buy- 
ing partner  should  do  the  swearing,  and  not  the 
selling  partner.  The  buyer  may  sapposed  to 
know  the  price  better  than  the  seller. 

The  remainder  of  the  bill  relates  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  penalties,  and  the  authority  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide  regu- 
lations for  the  fall  execution  of  the  act  They 
are  the  nanal  proTiriona  in  onr  revenue  laws. 
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Now,  sir,  I  hasten  to  a  conclusion.  I  have 
stated  that  our  revenue  and  protecting  laws  are 
evaded.  I  have  given  the  evidence.  The 
measure  proposed  cont^s  no  new  principle. 
The  object  is  to  enforce  what  the  Government 
has  decreed.  I  am  not  tenacious  of  fonn. 
What  the  Government  has  promised,  let  it  be 
fulfilled.  If  a  better  mode  can  be  devised,  it 
diall  have  my  hearty  concurrence.  The  ques- 
tion I  propose  is,  shall  the  laws  <j£  the  country 
be  executed  I  Eveir  gentleman  of  Uiia  com- 
mittee will  oonanlt  his  own  heart.  Let  It  come 
home  to  his  own  bosom.  Let  his  honest  con- 
science      an  answer. 


H0111U.T,  April  19. 

Zkath     AUxaiider  Smyth. 

The  journal  of  Friday  having  been  read, 
Mr.  lloCoT,  of  Virg^ia,  rose,  and  announced 
to  ^e  House  the  decease,  on  Saturday  lasL  of 
his  colleague,  (Mr.  ALEXAin»B  Sutth.)  Mr. 
MoO.  said,  the  dharacter  of  the  deceased  was 
too  well  known  to  seed  any  eulogy  finm  him, 
and  he  would  content  himself  with  offering  the 
foUowing  resolution : 

Setoltmd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  saperlntendiog  the  foneral  of  Alexakdxb 
Smyth,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this  House  from 

the  State  ofViripnia. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted, 
and  Messrs.  McCoy,  Roaki,  CLArsoBNX,  Albx- 
ANDEH,  Taliavbrso,  Gokdon,  and  Obaio  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UoCOT,  it  was  also 

Jttsolved,  unanimoutly.  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Albxandxb  81CTTB,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  sesnon. 

Jtetolved,  wutnimtyuali/.  That  the  members  of  this 
Honse  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  ALXXAHXnot 
S^iTtB,  tlus  day  at  twelve  o^dodt. 


Wbdnebdat,  April  21. 

Impeaehment  <(f  Judgt  Pech—Stport  nf  the 
Judi^ary  CommitUa. 

Mr.  BvoRANAir,  ohturman  of  the  Oommfttee 
on  the  Judiciary,  rose,  and  addressed  the  Honae 
as  fallows :  If;  sidd  he,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  the  Union  had  been  left 
to  take  np  this  subject  simply  on  the  report  of 
the  Jn^oiary  Committee,  I  should  have  had, 
comparatively,  little  trouble.  My  task  would, 
in  that  case,  have  been  only  to  refer,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  the  langaage  of  the  report  recom- 
mending the  impeachment,  and,  on  the  other, 
to  the  testimony,  to  show  that  it  was  saffioient 
to  support  the  c^ai^.  But  Judge  Peck  having 
seen  fit  to  introduce  an  extensive  and  elaborate 
defence,  it  has  become  my  dnty  to  investigate 
the  whole  case  more  at  large. 

I  need  not,  I  am  mre,  beqieak  the  candid 
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latpeadinent  <^  Judge  Peek — Repori  ^  tkt  Judieiarj/  Commiaae. 
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atteutaon  of  th«  committee  on  the  present  occa- 
uoDf  as  the  dearest  rights  of  the  people  of  our 
cowitrj,  on  the  one  ude,  and,  on  tiie  other, 
tliou  of  a  citizen  ooonpying  a  high  and  respon- 
rible  jnditual  office,  are  deeply  concerned  in  the 
invefltigation.  Besides,  we  are  not  now  called 
upon  to  dedde  in  a  pnray  ex  parte  case,  as  the 
accused  has  crofls-ezamined  the  witnesses  before 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  has  presented  a 
defence  embracing  a  very  elaborate  argument, 
both  on  the  law  and  on  the  fact  The  conse- 
quence of  this  interposition  of  the  Judge,  ehonld 
It  not  infloenca  the  committee  to  vote  against 
his  impeachment,  most  be  to  cause  a  contrary 
decisiou  to  bear  more  heavily  against  himself. 
Thus  situated,  it  becomes  as  all  to  look  well  to 
the  testjnumy. 

What  is  the  offenoe  charged?  It  is  ill^tal, 
arbitrary,  and  (^preariVe  conduct  in  his  office 
as  a  judge,  towaraa  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  by  imprisoning  his  person,  and  depriv- 
ing him,  for'  the  space  of  eighteen  months,  of 
the  exercise  of  his  profession.  The  Committee 
oa  the  Judiciary,  following  former  precedents, 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  reduce  the  charge  to 
any  specific  form  in  their  report  to  the  House ; 
but  its  true  character  is  what  I  have  just  stated. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  inqnire  whether  this 
charge  is  snstabied  by  the  testimony.  This  is 
a  question  which  each  gentleman  must  seriously 
ocmsider  for  himself.  I  shall  endeavor  to  pre- 
sent the  matwial  facts  in  as  clear  and  distinct  a 
maimer  as  I  am  able. 

Intention,  in  every  criminal  charge,  is  neoes- 
saryto  oonat^tute  guilt.  Even  if  the  act  be 
pluniy  illegal,  the  committee  must  still  judge 
whether  it  proceeded  from  improper  feelings, 
and  sprung  from  a  bad  motive.  Poor  frail 
man  is  left  to  form  this  judgment  from  external 
conduct.    He  cannot  search  the  heart,  nor 

Eenetrate  the  springs  of  human  action.  Still, 
owever,  he  has  these  general  principles  to 
guide  his  judgment,  derived  from  the  highest 
anthority :  "  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart 
the  mouth  speaketh ;  "  and  "  the  tree  is  known 
by  its  fruit. '  U,  in  addition  to  the  illegality 
(rfthe  aeUon,  the  committee  shall  be  of  opin- 
ion that  the  testimony  manifests  the  ezistenoe 
<^  an  evil  intention,  the  case  will  then  be  ftiUy 
made  out.  I  trust  I  am  one  of  the  last  men 
in  this  House,  or  in  this  country,  who  would 
•eek,  in  the  remotest  manner,  to  interfere  with 
the  constitutional  iadependence  of  the  judi- 
tiary.  I  know  that  it  is  the  great  bulwark  of 
our  rights  and  liberties ;  and  this  Honse  will 
never  use  its  power  of  impeachment  as  a  means 
of  infringing  upon  an  institution  so  sacred.  But 
when  an  individual,  elevated  to  the  high  and 
responsible  rank  of  a  judge,  forgetting  what  be 
owes  to  his  own  dignity,  to  Ms  country,  and  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  shall,  by  arbitrary 
and  oppreiHve  conduct,  prostrate  the  rights  of 
s  ntiaen  of  this  repablic,  it  is  fit  and  proper 
that  he  should  be  heU  up  as  an  example,  and 
be  made  a  victim  to  tiie  oflEbnded  majesty  of 
the  lawsL  It  ia  n^^  deliberate  conviotfon  that 


such  has  been  the  conduct  of  Judge  Peck ;  and 
I  may  add,  that  dmilar  sentiments  were  held 
by  every  member  of  the  Jndiolary  Gommittee. 

It  was  with  the  utmost  relaotanoe  that  we 
found  our»elve9  compelled  to  arrive  at  such  a 
conclu^on,  and  to  present  snob  a  report  to  the 
House.  Throaghout  all  the  stages  of  the  exam- 
ination, we  endeavored  to  divest  ourselves  of 
every  thing  like  feeling,  and  to  be  influenced 
solely  by  a  r^ard  to  uie  demands  of  duty.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  do  so,  as  far  as  possible,  upon 
the  present  occasion,  and  shall  now  proceed  to 
state  sQch  facts  as  the  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee has  clearly  established.  Let  me  briefly 
refer  to  the  origin  of  this  subject 

On  Uie  26th  May,  1824,  Congress^  passed  an 
act  enabling  clumants  of  land  in  Hiuonri,  un- 
der French  and  Spanish  grants  made  before 
Louisiana  passed  into  the  possession  of  the 
United  States,  to  apply  to  the  district  court  of 
Missouri  for  their  confirmation,  Mr.  Peck 
then  was,  and  still  is,  the  sole  judge  of  that 
court  On  the  22d  August,  1824,  Antony  Sou- 
lard,  who  bad  been  the  surveyor  general  of 
Upper  Louisiana,  before  the  cession,  presented 
for  confirmation  a  claim  to  10,000  arpents  of 
land,  the  consideration  for  whidi  consisted,  not 
in  money,  but  in  hia  services,  as  surveyor  gen- 
eral. The  dium  was  peculiar  in  its  character, 
and  was  founded  on  special  circumstances  be- 
longing to  itself  alone.  The  quantity  of  land 
was  greater  than  that  of  the  concessiona  usually 
panted  by  the  Spanish  Govemmrait  in  Louis- 
iana. Weed,  the  enUre  ease  was  one  mi  gen- 
«ri$:  but  I  shall  not  fiitigne  the  committee  by 
entering  into  its  peculiarities.  It  was  argued 
at  a  great  length  by  the  district  attorney,  (Mr. 
Bates,)  assisted  by  Mr.  Lucas,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States ;  and  by  Luke  £.  Lawless, 
the  present  complunant,  and  Colonel  Strother, 
on  behalf  of  Soulard.  On  the  2Sth  December, 
1825,  the  Judge  pronounced  his  final  decree, 
and  gave  judgment  against  the  petitioner. 
Whereupon,  an  appeal  was  immediately  taken 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States — a 
circumstance  which  will  be  found  Ui  have  a 
material  bearii«  on  the  caaa  now  befbre  the 
committee,  l^is  decree  was  drawn  out  at 
lengtti,  and  places  his  detusion  upon  grounds, 
where  the  Judge  ought  to  have  suffered  it  to 
runain.  This  concession,  according  to  the  de- 
cree, was  in  opposition  to  the  general  princi- 
ples npon  which  the  Spanish  authorities  had 
granted  land  in  Upper  Louisiana,  and  therefore 
conld  not  have  been  confirmed,  even  if  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  country  had  not  been  trans- ' 
ferred  to  the  United  States.  Here  the  Judge 
ought  to  have  permitted  the  matter  to  rest  until 
after  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States ;  and  if  he  had,  we  should  never 
have  heard  of  this  impeachment 

It  oxif^t  to  be  the  first  object  of  every  Judge 
to  do  smct  and  impartial  justice ;  and  nis  sec- 
ond, to  satisfy  the  public  that  strict  and  im- 
partial justice  has  oeen  done.  Judge  Peck 
knew  that  a  great  xmmher  <tf  these  land  dalma, 
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under  Tarions  circamBtances,  derived  from 
Spanish  concessions,  must  come  before  him  for 
decision,  and  that  many  of  them  were  then  ac- 
tually pending  in  his  coarc  It  was  natural  to 
rappoee  that  the  population  of  the  country 
ibm  situated  would  take  a  deep  interest  in  tSl 
Lis  deoidons.  They  had  a  ri^t  to  expect  a 
cool  aod  deliberate  investigation  of  each  dass 
of  these  clfum^  and  that  the  Jodoe  would  ap- 
proach them  with  candor,  and  hold  the  scales  of 
justice  even  between  all  parties.  A  judge,  un- 
der nucli  circumstanoes,  should  be  pecnliarlj 
cautious  and  prudent,  and,  above  all,  should 
never  prejudge  any  case.  He  ought  to  wait 
until  each  qoestion  is  fairly  brought  before 
him.  Bnt  what  was  the  course  of  Judge  Pe<^  f 
Although  he  had  delivered  no  written  opinion 
in  the  caqe  of  Soulard,  but  bad  confined  himself 
to  an  oral  explanation  of  the  reasons  of  his  de- 
cree, yet,  in  March,  1826,  more  than  three 
months  after  final  judgment  had  been  rendered, 
ho  carried  a  written  opinion  to  the  editor  of 
the  Missouri  Republican  at  St  Louis,  fwf  pub- 
lication. This  opinion  thus,  for  the  first  tune, 
oame  before  the  public  through  a  political  newfr- 
paper.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  this  ia  not 
my  assertion ;  it  is  that  of  the  Judge  himself 
who,  in  his  defence,  uses  this  ve^  plu'ase,  when 
speaking  of  that  newspaper.  How,  I  ask,  was 
this  not  an  act  calculated  to  arouse  the  feelings 
of  all  that  numerous  class  of  persons  in  Mis- 
soari  who  are  interest^  in  claims  of  tiiis 
description  (  What  must  have  been  their  feel- 
ings, when  they  saw  an  opinion  in  which  not 
«wly  the  case  of  Soulard,  but  all  possible  oases 
tbatconld  arise  under  these  l^>aniah  grants, 
were  settled  in  anticipation  against  the  daim- 
antsf  The  Judge  at  onoe  deprived  them  of  all 
hope.  N^otwithstanding  his  opinion  decides 
that  the  Spanish  ordinance  of  17S4:  never  waa 
in  fbroe  in  Cpner  Louisiana,  he  proceeds  to  ex- 
amine minutely  the  terms  of  that  very  ordi- 
nance, and  decides  agunst  every  posnble  claim 
which  could  have  arisen  under  it,  had  it  been 
extended  to  that  province.  In  ^ort,  be  tears 
np  by  the  roots  the  claims  of  all  persons  nnder 
grants  or  concessions  made  by  the  sab^lelegate 
or  lientenant  governor  of  Upper  Louimana. 
Now,  dr,  considering  the  existing  exottanent 
in  that  country  on  the  snlfjeot,  ana  the  strong 
and  g«ieral  fiaeling  in  Ikvor  of  these  eldms 
which  prevails  there,  what  must  yon  think  of 
such  conduct!  Three  months  after  the  deoi- 
non  of  the  cause,  and  after  It  had  been  removed 
from  his  court  by  i^peat  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  he  makes  his  appearance 
in  this  manner,  in  a  political  newspapw,  and, 
to  repeat  a  phrase  for  which  I  have  oeen  no 
little  censured,  he  casts  a  fireband  into  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Lawless  was,  at  this  time,  oounael  for 
many  of  the  claimants;  and  what  was  his  con- 
dnctt  ^Ly,  sir,  he  pursues  a  course  with 
which  I  feu.  I  never  shoald  have  been  content, 
nnder  nrailar  mrenmstanwft  He  writes  on 
article,  merely  suggesting  the  errors  of  fact  and 
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doctrine  which  he  believed  were  contained  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Judge ;  an  article  which  I 
must  say,  considering  the  character  of  this 
opinion,  was  humble,  tame,  and  aubmissive. 
Even  the  Judge  himself  seems  to  have  been 
consdons  of  some  impropriety  in  his  own  con- 
duct. Hear  what  he  says  in  Uie  last  paragr^h 
of  his  opinion : 

**The  title  to  more  than  a  million,  perhaps  mil- 
liona,  of  acres  of  land  was  supposed  to  depend  upon 
the  decision  of  the  questions  which  have  been  con- 
Bidered ;  and  the  opinion  baring  maloly  proceeded 
upon  a  view  which  had  not  been  taken  at  the  bar, 
and  having  been  extended  to  an  inquiry  into  the 
source  and  nature  of  the  Spanish  titles  to  lands  in 
Louiaiana,  and  to  an  inquiry  concerning  the  laws 
under  which  those  Utles  were  derived ;  aod  the  de- 
cision of  most  of  the  points,  therefore,  having  pro- 
ceeded diiefly  upon  grounds  which  had  been  nttla 
or  not  at  all  examined  in  the  aigument  of  the  eanse, 
it  is  deemed  proper  to  remark  that  counsd  wffl  not 
be  excluded  from  again  stirring  any  of  the  points 
which  have  been  here  decided,  when  they  may 
hereafter  arise  In  any  other  cause." 

Thus,  ur,  you  perceive  that  the  Judge  him- 
self declares  that  he  had  made  a  sweeping  deci- 
sion which  covers  the  whole  ground,  and  yet 
that  many  of  the  points  he  had  thus  settled  had 
not  even  been  mooted  at  the  bar;  and,  in  con- 
sideration that  they  had  thus  been  determined 
without  argument,  he  gives  public  notice  that 
they  might  be  re-examined  in  court. 

A  judge,  who  pays  a  proper  r^ard  to  his 
own  character  and  the  authtnity  vt  his  own 
opinions  will  never,  in  delivering  thraa  to  the 
puUio,  tnrow  ont  obiter  dkla  which  mi^t  em- 
barrass him  hereafter.  Bat  here  Judge  Peck 
three  months  after  he  had  delivered  a  verbal 
opinion  in  court,  in  the  case  of  Sonlu^d,  pub- 
lishes a  sort  of  general  commentary  on  the 
Spanisb  law  as  (^fplyiug  to  the  province  of 
Upper  Louisiana,  by  which  he  decides  against 
the  claimants  all  the  questions  which  could 
possiUy  arise  nnder  Spanish  concessions.  I  say 
all  the  questions,  and,  if  there  be  any  one  which 
he  has  not  virtually  decided,  I  should  be  glad 
to  hear  what  it  is. 

Mr.  Lawless,  being  of  counsel  in  a  large 
number  of  these  cases,  publisheB  In  another 
newspaper,  the  Missonri  Advocate  and  St 
Louis  Inqoirer,  the  article  dgned  "  A  Citizen : " 
and  as  tins  publication  b  the  foundation  of  the 
alleged  contempt  fw  which  he  was  so  severely 
punished,  I  shall  ask  that  it  may  be  reed  b^ 
the  Clerk. 

[Here  the  article  signed  "  A  Gitum "  was 

read  accordingly.] 

Now,  sir,  the  Jndge  has  spent  many  pages  in 
proving  that  these  strictures  of  Mr.  lawless  are 
wilful  misrepresentations.  So  far  as  I  have  ex- 
amined the  subject,  I  think  that  the  decisions 
attributed  by  i&T.  Lawless  to  the  Jndge  are  all 
to  be  found  in  the  opini(»i.  He  may  have  been 
mistaken  in  two  or  three  instances.  But  I  shall 
not  go  into  partionlars,  at  least  !vt  the  present* 
ThiS|  dr,  is  the  dull,  tame,  fiat  artaole  vUoh 
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was  conridered'so  flagrant  a  contempt  against 
the  court  To  me  it  appears  to  have  been 
written  as  if  the  author  had  throughout  the 
fear  of  Judge  Peck  before  his  eyes.  I  do  not 
brieve  thwe  is  a  man  in  this  Hoose,  who,  in 
the  like  oironmBtanoea,  would  Iukvb  written  ao 
mild  and  bo  tame  an  artlole.  Vhat  motive 
oonid  there  have  been  for  considering  this  pro- 
doetitm  a  oontem^t  of  court?  For  my  soul  I 
never  coald  imagme,  (and  I  believe  I  am  as 
mach  disposed  to  exercise  charity  as  other  gen- 
tlemen,) unless  it  might  have  been  to  prevent 
the  pahtio  from  dison^ng  the  merits  of  the 
opimon  in  the  newspapers.  Here  ia  a  jut^ 
who  Tolonteers  in  a  public  journal  to  proclaim 
his  opinions  on  all  possible  points  of  Spanish 
land  law;  a  lawyer,  feeling  a  deep  interest  in 
these  trillions,  ventures  to  set  np  his  own  Judg- 
mmt  in  omoaition  to  them;  and  for  this 
oflfenee  ttie  Judge  ftatena  iq>on  him,  as  if  re- 
Bidved  to  make  mm  an  example  to  all  others  In 
like  ease  o&nding.  Accordingly,  <m  the  third 
Monday  of  April,  1826,  id  the  meeting  of  the 
court,  the  Judge,  having  taken  his  seat  upon 
the  hendi,  produced  the  Missouri  Advocate, 
and  inquired  if  any  person  present  knew  who 
was  the  editor  of  that  paper.  To  this  inquiry, 
which  was  not  addressed  to  any  particnlar  per- 
son, Mr.  Lawless  answered  that  he  did;  and 
stated  it  was  Stephen  "W.  Foreman.  Now  the 
Judge  must  have  known  the  uame  of  the  editor 
as  well  as  Mr.  Lawless.  He  resided  in  the  same 
town,  and  the  name  was  on  the  paper  itself, 
jet  lie  called  npon  "Hx.  Lawless  to  swear  to  the 
Act,  He  was  sdeeted  from  all  the  bw  and  all 
the  bystaaden,  and  required  to  make  tUs  affi- 
davit. The  Ji^ge  then  immediately  dictated  a 
rale  upon  Foreman,  oommonding  him  to  show 
eanae,  on  the  next  day,  at  11  o'clock,  why  an 
attachment  should  not  issue  against  him  for 
publishing  a  false  statement  oonceraing  the  judi- 
cial dednon  in  the  case  of  Sonlimi.  Sir,  when 
I  was  np  before,  I  expressed  the  opiuion  that 
Judge  Peck  had  maae  his  case  worse  by  his 
cross-examination  of  the  witnesses.  From  all 
the  facts  elidted  by  that  cross-examination,  it 
appears  that  the  Judge  had  one  object  in  his  eye 
from  the  orinn  of  these  proceedings.  His  con- 
duct showB  that  he  knew  Mr.  Lainessto  be  the 
anthor  of  the  article.  He  had  the  ^ctim  in 
his  view  from  the  very  commencement.  When 
Lawless  appeared  as  the  counsel  of  Foreman, 
the  witnesses  declare  that  the  Judge  treated 
him  throughout  as  the  author  of  the  publica- 
tion ;  that  his  manner  was  vehement,  that  he 
was  much  exdted,  and  that  he  was  sometimes 
quite  rude.  Although  Lawless  appeared  only 
aa  counsel,  the  Judge  oonstaotly  adverted  to 
him  as  being  himself  the  author,  emplc^ing 
each  language  as  this :  "  Sir,  yon  say  so  ana 
so,"  **Tonr  artide  states  such  and  such  things," 
*'  I  tdl  yon  what  y-oa  say  is  fUse." 

Under  all  these  oircamstances,  and  nnder  the 
nuu^  vexations  iutvrapttoiu  which  he  expe- 
rienced, did  Mr.  LawksB  or  do  any  thmg 
oalcclated,  in  the  slightest  degree,  to  oanse 


offence  ?  Not  at  all.  He  submitted  patientlj 
to  the  strictnres  of  the  court,  and  argned  the 
case  in  the  most  respectful  language.  He  en- 
deavored to  satisty  the  Judge  that  his  opinion 
had  not  been  misrepresented,  and  that  the 
utide  was  nnther  cwtemptsoas  nor  libeUoas ; 
and  that,  if  even  it  were  libelloiu,,the  editor 
was  protected  from  summary  pomshment  by 
the  gnaranties  of  the  conatitntion.  Some  oases 
were  presented  to  the  court  to  sustain  these 
podtions.  All  his  pleas  were  overruled,  and 
the  Judge  was  about  to  pronounce  judgment. 
At  this  moment,  Mr.  Lawless,  discovering  that 
the  matter  was  likely  to  become  serious,  re- 
quested the  editor  to  give  up  his  name  as  the 
author  of  the  article,  wishing  himself  to  meet 
the  conseonences.  No  sooner  was  this  done, 
thaa  the  Judge  issued  a  role  on  Lawless,  return- 
able forthwith,  to  idiow  cause  why  an  attach- 
ment ahoold  not  be  issued  against  him  fbr  con- 
tempt: and  dso  why  he  uionld  not  be  bd^ 
pended  flom  practice. 

The  witnesses  declare  that  the  feelings  of  the 
Judge  continued  to  rise  gradually  untjl  they 
reached  the  highest  point  of  excitement.  The 
rule  agunst  the  printer  had  described  the  arti- 
cle signed  *'  A  Oitizeu  "  as  a  false  statement, 
tending  to  bring  odium  on  the  court,  and  im- 
pair the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  pnrity 
of  its  dedsions.  Not  satisfied  with  this  descrip- 
tion, the  Judge  denounces  the  artiole  iu  his  rule 
against  Lawless  as  containing  "  malioions  "  as 
well  as  false  statements,  Mid  ascribes  to  it  an 
"  intent  to  impair  the  miblio  confidence  in  the 
upright  intentions  of  the  Bald  oonrt,  and  to 
bring  odium  npon  the  oonrt;  and  especially 
with  intent  to  impress  tilie  {mblic  n^d,  and 
partionlarly  many  liti^ts  in  this  court,  that 
they  are  not  to  expect  j  ostice  in  the  caoses  now 
pending  therein ;  and  with  intent,  forther,  to 
awaken  hostile  and  angry  feelings  on  the  part 
of  the  said  Htigauta  against  the  sud  court,  in 
contempt  of  the  same  court.'* 

Now,  who  but  one  blinded  by  his  pasnona 
could  have  given  such  a  description  of  this  arti- 
cle t  Is  there  any  gentieman  within  the  sound 
of  my  voice,  who,  npon  reading  the  commen- 
tary, will  say  it  is,  in  any  degree,  applicable  ? 
Lawless  came  belwe  the  court  otmaBmned  al- 
ready.  When  his  counsel  attempted  to  prove 
that  the  artlde  was  not  a  contempt,  they  were 
told  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  ai^e  that 
question.  The  Judge  would  not  hear  a  word 
npon  that  subject.  He  had  detemuned  it  to  be 
a  contempt,  and  his  will  was  the  law.  A  dti- 
zen  of  the  United  States  is  thus  brought  before 
a  judge  upon  a  criminal  charge  involving  in  its 
puntdnment  consequences  of  the  most  serious 
character,  and  the  lips  of  his  counsel  are  sealed 
upon  the  principal  point  of  his  defence.  Not 
being  permitted  to  present  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, they  argned  the  remaining  question  with 
great  ability,  and  attempted  to  satisfy  the  court 
that,  even  admitting  the  artide  to  be  oontenmt* 
uons,  it  should  he  tried  uid  punished  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner.  Their  argnmentB  were  all  in  vain. 
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Now  comes  the  cooclucling  scene,  -whtch^  to 
mj  view,  displays  the  evil  intention — the  im- 

5 roper  motives  of  the  Judge,  in  the  clearest 
ght.  He  was  nearly  blind,  and  nnable  to  read 
the  article  himself.  At  his  reqnest,  it  was  read 
by  the  district  attorney,  paragraph  by  para- 
ffraph,  and,  at  tiie  end  of  each,  the  Jnd^  made 
bis  e<nninaitaries.  He  was  much  excited,  his 
manner  was  very  warm,  and  he  was  ococ^ied 
two  or  three  hoars  in  delivering  his  opinion. 
And  what  was  its  whole  tenor?  Instead  of 
the  calm,  dignified,  and  impartial  manner 
which  becomes  a  jndge  upon  all  occasimis,  and 
partionlorly  when  he  himself  is  also  the  {wrty, 
we  find  him  heated,  acrimooions^  and  severe. 
He  often  used  the  words  '*  calumniator,"  '*  con- 
temptuous," "slanderous,"  " libelloua,"  as  ap- 
plied to  Mr.  Lawless  and  his  article.  He  even 
forgot  himself  so  far  as  to  say  that  in  Chioa  the 
honse  of  such  a  calumniator  would  he  punted 
black,  as  an  evidence  of  the  blackness  of  his 
heart,  and  as  a  warning  that  the  whole  world 
nd^t  avoid  him.  Throughout,  Lawless  uttered 
not  a  W(nrd,  not  a  murmur,  in  reply.  At  length, 
able  to  endure  the  abnae  no  l(Hi«r,  after  con- 
anlling  his  fliends,  he  rose,  and  left  the  court 
house. 

Had  you,  "Mr,  Chwrmau,  been  a  member  of 
the  bar,  placed  in  the  situation  of  Mr.  Lawless, 
what  would  have  been  your  conduct  on  the  oc- 
casion t  Could  you,  with  feelings  lacerated 
and  excited  to  fi^nzy,  have  sat  silently  and  pa- 
tiently, and  heard  the  Judge  for  two  or  three 
hours  uttering  every  odious  epithet  against  yon, 
and  even  dedaring  that  in  Ohina  your  house 
would  be  painted  black,  as  an  emblem  of  the 
blackness  m  your  heart  1 

At  the  coiwludon  of  this  soene,  Mr.  Lawless 
was  Beat  for,  and  sentenced  to  be  committed  to 
prison  fbr  twenty-four  hoars,  and  suspended 
from  the  practice  of  his  profession  for  eigh- 
teen months.  He  was  thus,  by  the  arbitrary 
mandate  of  the  Judge,  not  only  de|aived  of  his 
personal  liberty,  but  of  the  means  of  snpport- 
mg  himself  and  his  family.  And  yet  we  are  to 
be  told  that  no  malice,  no  evil  intention,  dic- 
tated this  proceeding ;  that  the  only  motive  of 
the  Judge  was  to  preserve  the  administration 
of  justice  from  contempt.  I  have  stated  the 
facta,  and  shall  leave  every  gentleman  to  draw 
his  own  concloucMiB. 

I  adndt  that  we  ought  not  to  impeach  a  jndge 
amply  became  his  conduct  has  been  illegal. 
All  must  agree  that  this  may  be  Ha  case,  and 
yet  he  may  not  deserve  punishment  Bat  il- 
l^al  and  x^preesive  proceeding  accompanied 
by  violence  of  manner,  by  passion,  and  ay  the 
i^pearance  of  revenge,  present  a  very  different 
case,  and  ^ve  birth  to  very  different  conclu- 
sions. 

I  shall  not  at  present  permit  myself  to  be 
drawn  into  a  psjticular  examination  of  the 
cases  cited  by  the  Judge.  His  case  stands 
alone.  No  contempt  whatever  exists  in  the 
arUcle.  It  is  the  mere  cn}inion  of  a  lawyer 
agaUut  tilut  <tf  a  Judge.  Srom  the  revc^tion 
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in  England  until  this  day,  no  case  can  be  cited 
which  bears  any  parallel  to  the  present.  If 
there  be  each  a  one  on  record  in  that  country, 
I  hope  it  may  be  produced. 

Here  I  might,  and  perhaps  ought  to  conclude 
my  remarks,  but  it  seems  proper  and  respectful 
to  the  committee  that  I  should  state  whi^  I  b»- 
lieve  to  be  the  law  in  regard  to  contempts  of 
court  Id  England,  there  are  two  kinds  of  sndi 
contempts ;  the  one  direct,  the  other  oonstmc- 
tive,  Frma  necessity,  t3ie  power  to  puni^ 
direct  contanpts  in  a  summary  manner  must 
exist  in  every  court  of  justice.  Without  sudi  a 
power,  they  could  not  proceed  with  their  busi- 
nesa  In  its  exercise,  this  power  is  generally 
confined  to  oases  of  official  misconduct  in  the 
officers  of  the  court,  to  the  disobedience  of  par- 
ties, Jurors,  and  witnesses,  to  its  lawful  orders 
and  process,  and  to  misbehavior  in  the  face  of 
the  court,  tending  to  olwtnict  the  administra- 
tion of  JnsUce.  u  a  witness  shall  wilfully  dis- 
obey a  snhpcsna,  the  court  from  which  it  is- 
sned,  must,  m  the  nature  of  thin^  possess  the 
summary  power  of  compelling  his  attraidaqce, 
and  pnniMiing  him  for  contemptL  by  attach- 
ment So,  if  a  sheriff  refuse  to  ot>ey  an  order 
of  court,  necessity  requires  the  exercise  of  a 
similar  power.  If  a  bystander  will  violate 
order  and  interrupt  the  court  whilst  transacting 
the  business  of  the  coonljy,  self-preservation 
demands  that  it  should  possess  the  power  of 
summarily  punishing  such  an  offender.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  have  de- 
cided that  an  attempt  to  bribe  a  member  of  this 
House,  althongh  the  offer  were  made  in  a  letter 
writtra  at  a  distance,  is  a  direct  contempt  of 
its  authority;  and  may  be  punished  by  the 
House  with  fine  and  imprisonment 

Oonstmctive  contempts  are,  in  their  natnre, 
of  a  very  different  character,  and,  under  a  free 
Government,  will  ever  be  viewed  with  Jealousy 
and  BU^ioioD.  The  trial  of  sadi  c<»itempts,  in 
a  summary  manner,  deprives  the  accused  of  the 
protection  of  a  gnmd  and  of  a  petit  jury,  and 
often  constitutes  the  injured  party  both  the 
judge  and  the  avenger  of  nis  own  wrongs.  The 
judge,  when  the  object  of  the  contempt,  be- 
comes himself  the  accuser,  tries  the  offence, 
and  punishes  the  offender  at  his  own  arbitrary 
dtso'etion,  with  as  heavy  a  fine  and  as  long  an 
imprisonment  as  he  may  think  proper.  Is  not 
this  a  power  In  its  nature  revolting  to  every 
freeman?  Judges  do  not  cease  to  be  men 
when  elevated  to  ib»  bench.  Thej  are  still  bat 
frul  human  creatures.  Is  it  not  then  a  dan- 
gerous, a  tremendous  power  to  make  any  man 
the  judge  in  his  own  cause  of  a  contempt  com- 
mitted agunst  himself^  and  nnder  exoited  feel- 
ings to  limit  him,  in  the  measure  of  the  pun- 
ishment, only  by  his  own  mercy  and  his  own 
sense  of  justice  ?  Arbitrary  discretion  thus 
takes  the  place  of  positive  law. 

I  shall  not  affirm  that  no  case  exists  in  which 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  ought  to  possess 
the  power  of  punishing  summarily  for  construc- 
tive contempts,    I  can  conoeiTe  but  of  one ; 
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and  tbea  tMs  power,  if  it  exists,  is  conferred 
imon  the  jodga,  not  to  enable  him  to  arenge 
ma  own  wrongs,  real  or  imaginary,  bat  to  pre- 
TODt  ii\{aatioe  between  the  pardes  to  a  cause 
actoally  pendin^f  in  court,  it,  whilst  a  cause  is 
depending,  partionlar^  a  case  to  be  determined 
by,  a  jury,  an  inflammatory  publication  shoold 
be  made  in  the  newspaper,  touching  the  ques- 
tion to  be  decided,  calculated  to  enlist  publio 
feeling  in  favor  of  the  one  party,  or  prejadice 
it  agtunst  the  other,  the  court  may  possibly, 
nnder  such  circomstances,  inflict  summary  ins- 
tice  upon  the  author.  If  such  a  power  aoes 
exist  in  this  country,  it  is  the  u1xn(»t  limit. 
Bnt  whether  it  exist^  or  not,  if  such  had  been 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  now  before 
the  committee,  I  should  have  been  the  last 
man  in  this  House  to  recommend  an  impeach- 
inent. 

In  Fennsylvuiia,  where  the  conrts  are  as 
much  respected  as  in  any  other  State  of  the 
Union,  even  this  power  has  always  been  de- 
nied ;  and,  in  1809,  the  Legislature  of  that 
Btate  passed  an  act,  declaring  that  no  publica- 
tion ont  of  court,  even  concerning  a  cause  de- 
pending, should  be  construed  into  a  contempt, 
so  as  to  render  the  offender  liable  to  attach- 
ment and  summary  pnniBhment,  They  thought 
it  most  expedient  to  leave  the  party  who  deem- 
ed himself  iqjnred,  to  proceed  by  indictment  or 
action  at  law  to  obtain  his  redress.  I  have 
never  known  the  least  inoonTenienoe  to  arise 
from  this  leglaUtive  enactment 

Long  before  this  act  had  passed,  the  exercise 
of  this  summary  power  by  the  courts  of  that 
Btate,  in  the  case  of  a  lU  peTid&nt,  had  been 
made  the  subject  of  legislative  investigation 
and  impeachment.  The  case  of  Oswald  oc- 
curred in  1788;  and  although  he  had  been 
fined  and  imprisoned  for  the  publication  of  a 
most  inflammatory  article  in  relation  to  a  cause 
then  actually  depending  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  the  conduct  of  the 
Judges  became  the  subject  of  a  most  serious  in- 
veatiKUion  by  the  Le^slatare.  In  tiie  case  of 
the  Oommonwedth  a.  Passmore,  -which  oc- 
curred in  1803,  although  he  had  been  the  au- 
thw  of  a  pnbucation  which  on  its  fsce  was 
clearly  intended  seriously  to  injure  the  charac- 
ter of  one  of  the  parties  to  a  cause  depending 
in  relation  to  that  very  case,  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  were  impeached,  and  were 
within  three  votes  of  being  convicted  by  a  ma- 
ioxitf  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  for  fining 
and  imprisoning  him  in  a  summary  manner  for 
this  all^^  contempt.  Although  no  man  can 
read  that  publication  without  at  once  pro- 
nouncing it  a  direct  attempt  to  interfere  with 
the  due  course  of  justice,  yet  thirteen  out  of 
twenty-four  Senators  believed  the  sentence  of 
tile  court  to  have  been  an  illegal,  arbitrary,  and 
uncouBtituUonal  exercise  of  power,  for  which 
the  judges  ought  to  have  been  deprived  of  their 
offices.  These  cases,  I  presume,  produced  the 
«et  of  1809.  From  its  language  it  does  not 
appear  the  Legislature  enterwaed  the  most  re 
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mote  idea  that  any  judge,  when  the  cause  was 
no  longer  pending,  and  after  final  judgment  had 
been  rendered,  would  attempt,  as  Judge  Peck 
has  done,  to  punish  in  a  summary  manner  any 
dtizen  who  might  think  proper  to  comment 
upon  the  opinion  which  had  been  delivered. 
What  is  the  question  which  Judge  Peck  has 
attempted  to  raise  in  his  defence  t  Although  I 
deny  that  any  facts  exist  in  this  case  out  of  which 
such  a  question  can  arise,  yet  it  may  be  well 
to  consider  the  nature  of  the  power  which  he 
contends  belongs  to  the  Judiciary.  I  never  did 
expect  to  hear  it  seriously  and  gravely  asserted, 
by  a  judge  of  the  United  States,  before  this 
House,  that,  if  a  libel  were  published  against 
him  fleeting  his  judicial  character  in  rdLation 
to  an  opinion  which  he  had  delivered  upon  the 
final  ded^CHi  of  a  cause,  he  could,  in  a  sum- 
mary manner,  try  and  punish  the  offence  ao> 
cording  to  his  own  discretion.  If  such  a  power 
exists  in  any  case  of  libel,  it  is  for  the  purpose 
of  secoringjustioe  to  the  parties  in  a  cause  de- 
pending. When  the  cause  IS  dedded,  the  jnd^ 
in  relation  to  it,  is  placed  in  the  same  situation 
with  any  other  publio  officer,  and  must  suffer 
the  fate  to  which  we  are  all  subjected.  If  he 
feels  that  his  general  conduct  and  character  are 
not  a  sufficient  defence  against  attacks  of  the 
press,  like  every  other  citizen,  he  must  seek  re- 
dress by  instituting  a  publio  prosecution  or  a 
private  action.  In  soon  a  case,  he  possesses  no 
peculiar  privil^es.  He  cannot  become  the 
judge  in  his  own  oaose.  "Will  it  be  otmtended 
upon  this  floor  that  such  an  arbib'ary  and  un- 
constitotional  power  exists  in  the  Judges?  That 
they,  in  this  respect,  stand  upon  a  different 
footing  from  all  other  public  men  7  Why 
should  they  be  made  the  judges  of  such  injuries 
against  themselves,  more  than  the  President  of 
the  United  Stetes,  the  members  of  this  House, 
or  any  other  high  officer  of  the  Government  ? 
What,  sir  [  after  a  judge  has  committed  his 
final  opinion  to  the  world,  upon  a  great  consti- 
tutional question — a  question  in  which  the 
lights  and  liberties  of  the  pecnile  may  be  deeply 
involved,  must  the  dtisen  who  attacks  its  doc- 
trines, even  in  inflammatory  language,  do  it 
under  the  penalty  of  being  flood  and  imprisoned 
at  the  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure  of  the  au- 
thor ?  If  mch  be  the  law,  woe  be  to  the  man 
who  shall  be  bold  enough  to  hazard  a  tew  com- 
mentary upon  uiy  opinion  of  a  tyrannical  judge. 
Had  this  doctrine  been  established  ten  years 
ago,  the  distinguished  individual  who  is  now, 
and  I  hope  may  long  continue  to  be,  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  United  States,  if  the  will  had  not 
been  wanting,  mt^ht  have  imprisoned  many  of 
the  most  distinguished  patriots  of  the  country, 
for  severe  strictures  on  his  constitutional  de- 
cisions. 

'  It  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  that,  if  this  for- 
midable power  does  exist  in  the  judiciary,  it  ex- 
ists without  appeal.  The  principle  is  well  set- 
tled, that  in  cases  of  commitmrat  for  contempt 
the  injured  party  has  no  redress.  He  must  en- 
dure the  poialty,  without  the  possibility  of 
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having  his  case  reviewed  by  any  other  jadicial 
tribunal. 

Ono  might  almost  eappose,  from  what  has 
transpired  in  this  case,  that  Jadge  Peck  had  for- 
gotten that  there  was  an  American  revolution  in 
1776,  and  that  the  federal  constitution  has  guar- 
antied to  citizens  of  the  United  States  some 
tk^ts  which  are  not  poaaesaed  by  tb«  subjects 
of  Uie  Crown  of  England.  iWe  was  a  portion 
of  his  oroBS-emnination  of  tlw  witnesses  of  so 
strange  a  oharaeter  that  I  ooald  not,  at  the 
^e,  oonoeire  what  was  his  object.  I  shall 
read  a  few  of  his  questions,  with  the  answers 
of  tiie  witnesses.  He  asked,  "Was  it  insisted 
in  the  axsmnent  that  the  liberty  of  the  citizen, 
of  speeoh,  ai^  of  the  press,  would  be  violated 
by  the  proceeding  contemplated  by  the  rule?" 
A.  "  It  was,"  *'  Was  it  insisted  that  the  con- 
stitution, and  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  were 
also  violated."  A.  "It  was."  "Was  the  pro- 
ceeding represented  to  be  incompatible  with 
the  genius  of  our  Qovemmentt"  A.  *'I  be- 
lieve it  was."  Hifl  defence  has  cast  some  light 
upon  the  otjeot  of  these  qaestions.  However 
strain  it  may  appear,  it  seems  he  was  desirous 
of  easting  even  a  darker  shade  upon  his  con- 
duct, that  it  might  more  nearly  resemble  some 
English  precedents,  in  which  he  alleges  the  lib- 
erty of  the  citizen,  of  speech,  and  of  the  press, 
and  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  hod  been  mter- 
posed  to  shield  the  accused,  and  interposed  in 
Tain.  I.et  him  speak  for  himself.  He  says — 

"  In  the  present  Instance,  although  the  petitioner, 
Hr.  Lawless,  has  attempted  to  give  Bolemnity  to  hU 
complaint,  by  representing  the  fceedom  of  the  press, 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  snd  the  liberty  of  the 
American  dtixea,  to  hare  been  violated  in  bis  per- 
■on,  in  the  snminary  punishment  for  a  contempt  of 
court,  inflicted  on  Urn,  yet  your  memorialist  his  no 
fear  of  saUsfying  this  honorable  House,  if  an  oppor- 
tunity shall  be  afforded  him,  that  these  are  the  trite 
topics  continually  resorted  to,  and  resorted  to  in 
Toin,  iu  Great  Britain,  whenever  the  courts  of  that 
country  have  found  it  necessary  to  punish  summarily 
a  contempt." 

Heaven  forbid  that  these  topics  should  ever 
become  trite  in  the  United  States  1  that  they 
should  ever  lose  their  protecting  energy  I 

It  is,  I  believe,  admitted,  at  this  day*  by  all 
classes  of  politicians,  that  the  sedition  law  wafi 
unconstitution^.  What  was  the  argument  in 
favor  of  that  measure  i  The  Tederal  Govern- 
ment, Bud  its  advocates,  most  necessarily  pos- 
sess tlie  incidental  power  itf  protecting  iteelf 
against  malicious  lioels;  an  argament  much 
stronger  when  >P^i«cl  to  that  Government, 
the  two  Honaes  of  Congress,  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  than  to  Judge  Peck.  Yet 
he,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  his  judicial 
dignity,  dums  a  power  which  Congress  could 
not  confer  upon  him.  If  you  were  to  pass  ah 
act  to-morrow,  authorizing  the  Jud^  to  try  and 
punish  libels,  in  cases  between  third  persons,  it 
would  be  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute  book,  on 
account  of  its  reposnance  to  the  constitution. 
But  yet  he  claims  u»  power  of  trying  and  pun- 
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ishing  such  ofibnces,  even  where  he  himself  is 
the  party.  The  sedition  law  was  moderati<ni 
itself,  compared  with  this  claim.  Under  its 
provisions  the  accused  was  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efit of  a  grand  and  petit  jury,  and  had  an  op- 
portunity of  confronting  the  witaesses  against 
him,  face  to  face.  In  the  case  now  before  the 
committee,  Jndge  Peek  comlnned  in  his  own 
person  the  offices  of  the  proeeeotor,  the  grand 
jnry,  the  petit  jnry,  and  the  jndge;  and  he 

Eunished,  according  to  Ids  own  diiwretimi,  the 
bel  committed  against  himselt  In  such  a 
proceeding,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  the  guar- 
anties of  uie  constitution,  however  strong  their 
language,  should  have  beien  resorted  to  in  vain. 
The  constitotion  declares  that  Congress  shall 
make  no  laws  abridging  the  freedom  of  the 
press ;  but  Judge  Peck  punishes  the  exerdse  of 
this  freedom  even  when  he  himself  is  the  party. 
Should  the  oommittee  sanction  these  principlee, 
the  Judge  will  indeed  have  established  that  the 
constitution,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  and  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  are  nothing  better  than  trite 
topics.  Keed  I       tUs  argament  fhrther  ? 

On  this  floor  it  is  soaroe  neeessaiy  to  refer  to 
the  Engliah  law  for  the  pnrpose  of  diowing 
what  libels  are  oonridered  oontempts  of  coort 
in  that  country.  I  have  examined  all  the  Eng- 
lish authorities  to  which  I  hod  access,  and  I 
have  not  been  able  to  find  a  single  case  in 
which  their  courts  have  summarily  punished  a 
libel,  except  in  causes  actually  depending. 
Although  the  language  of  Blackstone  and  Lo:^ 
Hardwicke  is  sotficieutiy  general  to  embrace 
other  cases,  I  doubt  exceedingly  whether  one 
can  be  fomid  in  the  books,  where  the  doctrine 
was  wplied  in  practice  after  the  cause  had 
been  decided. 

Fnnn  tiie  Teiy  first  sentence  of  the  (^mon 
of  the  Tennessee  court  in  the  case  of  Derby  it 
appears  that  there  was  a  cause  pending.  Wnat 
was  the  particular  character  of  that  oontonpt  is 
not  stated  in  the  opinion ;  and  thus  we  are  left 
wholly  in  the  dark  in  regard  to  its  merits. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  the  commit- 
tee that  I  have  been  arguing  the  question  as  if 
the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless  had  been  libel- 
lous agunst  the  Judge,  instead  of  being  the  tame 
and  respectful  article  sigoed  "A  Citizen." 

I  have  now  siud  all  that  I  deem  necessary.  I 
have  spoken  with  great  pain  to  myself  and  I 
fear  to  the  oommittee  also.  Indeed,  I  have  been 
scarc^y  aUe  to  proceed  at  all,  as  yon  must  have 
perceived.  Under  these  drcDmstances  I  feel 
much  indebted  to  the  committee  for  their  at- 
tention. 

Mr,  B,  concluded  by  aubnutting  the  resolu- 
tion which  hod  been  reported  by  the  Oxnmit- 
tee  on  the  Jndidary. 


Satubdat,  April  24. 
Jtidff«  Peek. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Ur, 
WiLin  in  the  oh^. 
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llr.  BuBoca  spoke  at  length  against  the  orig- 
inal resdutwiL  He  ooonpied  the  floor  for 
about  tTO  hours. 

Hr.  WioELini  spoke  in  repl^,  and  in  defence 
of  the  ooorae  porsoed  by  the  Gonumttee  on  the 
Jndldarjr. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Evxrktt  was 

n^atived. 

The  relation  offered  hj  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  was  agreed  to — jeaa  IIS. 

The  committee  then,  rose,  and  reported  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  BooRUTAH  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  oouoorrenoe  in  the  resolution ;  which  were 
ordered. 

ICr.  Fwrm  then  moved  a  call  of  the  Honse ; 
which  was  r^hsed. 

The  qnestim  was  Chen  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  committee  in  iha  restdntion,  and  car- 
ried in  the  afGrmatire. 

Ykib. — Messrs.  Alexander,  AUeo,  Alston,  Ander- 
son, Archer,  Anaatrong,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  Beek- 
BUL  Blur  of  South  Carolina,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst, 
Bomdin,  Biodhead,  Brown,  Bacbanin,  Cahooa,  Cam- 
breleng,  Gampbell,  Carson,  Chandler,  Cbiltoo,  Clai- 
borne, Coke,  Coleman,  Conner,  Cowles,  Craig  of  liew 
York,  Craig  of  Virginia,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  Dan- 
iel, Darenport,  Davis  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Deberry, 
Denuy,  Dcaha,  De  Witt,  Doddridge,  Drayton,  Dud- 
ley, Earil,  Ellsworth,  Evans  of  Maine,  Evans  of  Fens- 
•ylvania,  Findlay,  Finch,  Forward,  Foster,  Fry, 
Oaither,  Gihnore,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamtnons, 
Harvey,  Haynes,  ffinds,  Hodges,  Howard,  Hnbbard, 
Ibrie,  Isacks,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  Tennessee,  Kendall,  Kincaid,  Kin^  of  New 
York,  Lamar,  Lea,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Loyall, 
Lyon,  Hagee,  Maxwell  of  New  Tork,  Maxwell  of 
Tiigii^a,  McCreery, ,  McDuflBe,  Holntire,  MltoheU, 
Moaell,  Muhlenberg,  Nuckolls,  Overton,  Folk,  Pot- 
ter, Powers,  Ramsey,  Richardson,  Roane,  Rnssel, 
Scott,  Shepperd,  ^dds,  Senunee,  Smith,  Speight, 
Spencer  of  New  Tork,  Spencer  of  Maryland,  Spngg, 
Sterigere,  Storrs  of  New  Tork,  Swift,  Taliaferro, 
T«tt,lnioiDBon  of  Geo^a,  Thomson  of  Ohio,  Trez- 
■wvait  Toolrar,  Terplanck,  Washington,  Weeks, 
White  of  New  Tork,  White  of  Lovusiana,  WickllfTe, 
Wilde,  Wlngate,  Yancey— 123. 

NATa — Messrs.  Angel,  Arnold,  Bailey,  Barber, 
Bartley,  Bates,  Bell,  Blair  of  Tennessee,  Burges, 
Bnbnui,  Clay,  Clark,  Gondict,  Cooper,  Cruie, 
Creuhton,  Crowninsbield,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Dwi^it,  Everett  of  Vermont,  Everett  of  Massachu- 
setts, Gorham,  Grennell,  Hawkins,  Hughes,  Hunt, 
Hun^gton,  Kennon,  HarUndale,  HoGoy,  Miller, 
Fearce,  Pettis,  Person,  Beed,  Rose,  Sill,  Stanberry, 
SUndifer,  Stephens,  Storrs  of  Gonnectiout,  Suther- 
knd,  Swaao,  Taylor,  VaBce,  Vinton,  Whittlesey, 
mUsmc^  Tonng— 49. 

IBo  the  rescdntion  was  adopted. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchah  ah, 

Ord&rtd,  That— ———be  apw^tsd  a  oommlt- 
tee  to  go  to  the  Senate,  and  at  the  bar  thereof^  in 
the  name  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  of 
aiD  the  people  of  the  XTnited  States,  to  impeach 
James  H.  Peck,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Missouri,  of  high 
misdemeanors  in  <dBce;  and  acquaint  the  Senate 


[H.orK 

that  the  House  of  Representatives  wiH  in  due  time 
exUbit  particular  articles  of  impeachment  against 
him,  and  make  good  the  same ;  and  that  the  Senate 
be  requested  to  make  order  for  the  appearance  of 
the  said  James  H.  Peck,  to  make  answer  to  the 
same. 

The  committee  was  ordered  to  consist  of  two 
membws. 
On  motion  oSlb.  Stobbs,  it  was 

Jtesolved,  That  a  committee  be  appdnted  to  pre- 
pare  and  report  to  tlds  House  artiolea  of  impeach- 
ment against  James  H.  Peck,  district  judge  for  the 
State  of  Missouri,  for  misdemeanors  in  his  said  office. 

The  committee  was  ordered  to  oonsiflt  (tf  five. 


HOITDAT,  AptH  26. 

MaytvilU  Boad  Bill. 

Hr.  LrrcHER,  of  £entnoky,  moved  that  the 
committee  take  up  the  bill  authorizing  a  sub- 
Boription  on  the  part  of  the  GoTemment  to  the 
stock  of  the  M^sville  and  Lexington  Turnpike 
road ;  which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was 
accordingly  read. 

He  said  he  did  not  at  present  intend  to  do 
more  l^an  to  offer,  for  the  information  of  tiie 
House,  a  very  brief  statement  of  facts  connected 
with  this  application  to  Congress.  The  Legis- 
latare  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  (s^d  he,)  by  a 
well-dravra  and  well-guarded  charter,  have  in- 
corporated a  company  to  construct  the  road  ]?e- 
ferred  to  in  the  bill  just  read,  under  the  name 
of  "  the  Maysville,  Washington,  Paris,  and  Lex- 
ington Turnpike  Company."  The  subject  is  one 
of  very  great  solicitude  in  the  State,  and  more 
particularly  in  that  interesting  portion  of  it 
through  which  the  road  is  to  run.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  General  Government  has  Ions  since 
been  drawn  to  the  importanoe  and  ntuity  of 
this  great  highway ;  and  nnder  its  immediate 
direotioUf  skOfol  en^pneers,  in  the  year  1837, 
made  a  snrvey  from  ZanesTille,  in  Ohio,  to 
ilorraice,  in  Alabama,  including  that  portion  of 
it  over  which  the  contemplated  road  is  to  be 
made.  The  report  of  the  engineers,  sir,  is  now 
before  me — it  is  made  out  with  great  care,  en- 
ters minutely  into  details,  and.  upon  examina- 
tion, will,  I  trust,  be  fonud  entirely  satis&otOEr 
and  accurate. 

I  will  add  only  a  word  or  two  to  show  the 
great  importsnce  of  the  road,  and  to  prove, 
that,  by  granting  the  snbscnption  of  stock 
asked  for,  the  OoTemment  will  not  expose  it- 
self either  to  loss  or  ii\Jnr7,  but,  on  t£e  con- 
trary, will  be  highly  benefited. 

Maysville  is  a  flourishing  and  growing  vil- 
lage on  the  south  side  of  the  Ohio  Kiver,  about 
sixty  miles  above  Cincinnati.  It  is  already  a 
point  of  considerable  commercial  consequence, 
and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  increase  rapidly, 
both  in  wealth  and  commerce.  It  is  justly  con- 
sidered the  great  depot  of  the  Kentucky  mer- 
chants who  ^ade  to  the  East.  From  that  point 
an  immense  quantity  of  merchandise,  as  well 
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as  other  articles,  is  conveyed  throngh  vsrioos 
portions  of  the  State. 

The  road  designed  to  be  improved  is  intend- 
ed to  intersect  the  great  national  road  in  the 
Btate  of  Ohio.  It  connects  itself  also  on  each 
nde  with  the  Ohio  River.  These  two  connec- 
tions most  oertainly  and  jostly  entitle  it  to 
the  qtpellation  of  a  national  work.  Its  pres- 
ent condition  is  too  bad  to  be  particnUrly  de- 
scribed, probably  the  very  worst  in  the  United 
States,  while  at  the  same  time  it  is  more  trav- 
elled, in  proportion  to  the  popnlation  of  the 
country,  than  any  othw  section  of  the  West.  The 
fadlity  with  which  it  can  be  constructed,  and 
the  small  expense  compared  with  the  great 
benefit  to  the  conntxy,  recommend  in  the 
strongest  manner  the  proposition  to  take  stock 
ta  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  House, 
The  bill  is  well  gnarded.  The  sabsciiption  now 
asked,  is  not  to  be  advanced  until  oiongh  has 
been  actually  paid  by  in^vidoals  and  the  State, 
to  equal  the  amonnt  paid  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, The  sum  reserved  to  individnals  has  all 
been  sabscribed,  amonntiog  to  seventy 'five  thoa- 
sand  dollars,  and  the  Btate  of  Kentucky  has  snb- 
scribed  seventy-five  thoosand  dollars  more ;  both 
these  snms  are  to  he  fully  paid  before  the  sub- 
scription of  the  United  Statra  is  to  he  demand- 
ed. To  illnstrate  the  importance  of  this  road, 
I  have  a  few  strong  facts  to  lay  before  the 
House.  The  company  hired  a  man  during  one 
month,  to  record  ^e  number  of  persons, 
wagons,  horses,  cattle,  &c.,  which  passed  over 
the  road ;  and  the  average  fvr  a  at^,  derived 
from  this  record,  amounts  to  three  Imndred  and 
fifty-one  persons,  thirty-three  oarriagee,  and 
fifty-one  wagons. 

I  hold  the  document  in  my  hand,  subject  to 
the  inspection  of  any  gentleman  who  may 
desire  to  examine  it. 

There  is  no  intention  to  induce  the  House  to 
subscribe  to  a  mere  neighborhood  r(^  The 
calculation  above  quoted  must  convince  every 
gentleman  that  this  is  a  rood  greatly  travelled 
— that  it  is  both  useful  and  used.  And  while 
the  aid  of  Qoverument  will  put  it  in  a  good 
condition,  the  Government  will  not  lose  a  dol- 
lar by  its  beneficent  operation.  It  is  known  to 
many  genUemen  on  this  floor,  that  the  road  is 
one  of  t2)e  worst  in  all  our  country.  In  the 
winter  it  is  almost  impassable^  owing  to  the 
depth  of  the  soil,  which  readily  forms  deep 
mud  holes.  Such  is  the  difficulty  of  getting 
along,  that  the  wagon«^  have  sometimes  to 
join  themselves  in  gangs  to  lend  each  other  as- 
sistance. Double  teams  are  often  hitched  to 
the  same  wagon;  and  not  nnfreqnently  they 
become  so  deeply  mired,  that  the  neighbors 
have  to  turn  out  to  ud  liie  teamsters ;  and  in 
winter  it  often  happened,  after  sticking  in  the 
mire,  that  they  are  froz^  up  entire^.  The 
same  state  oi  thuigs  exists  in  reference  to  the 
mful ;  and  a  great  saving  will  be  effected  by  the 
Government,  both  as  to  time  and  expense  in 
its  transportation.  Should  the  road  be  prop- 
erly made,  the  saving  on  this  head  alone  wm 


more  than  compensate  you,  even  if  the  money 
was  given,  instead  of  subscribed.  I  promise^ 
sir,  to  be  very  brief;  I  trust  I  have  fulfilled 
that  promise.  Whilst  I  do  not  desire  or  antici- 
pate any  oppodtion  to  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
yet  I  hold  myself  ready  now,  atuTat  all  times, 
to  defend  it,  should  any  be  offered. 

}tr.  FosTKB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  claose  of  the  bill.  He  could  not 
but  feel  snrprised  at  the  confidence  expressed  hj 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.XBTOHSB,) 
that  the  bUl  would  meet  with  no  opposition ; 
this  surprise  was  only  ec^nalled  by  that  which 
he  felt  at  the  support  which  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Oanals  bad  ^ven  to  the  proposed 
measure  by  even  reportmg  the  bill.  But  the 
gentleman  tells  ns  this  is  a  national  road — and 
what  are  the  evidences  of  its  nationality  f 
Why,  forsooth,  that  immense  nimibers  of 
horses,  wagons,  &c.,  bavel  it,  and  that  in  cer- 
tain seasons  of  the  year  it  is  almost  impassable. 
Really,  su*,  (siud  Mr.  F.,)  if  these  are  the  diar- 
acteristics  of  a  national  road,  our  country 
abounds  with  them ;  there  is  scarcely  a  market 
road  in  Georgia  or  Gardlna,  which  might  not, 
with  great  propriety,  daim  the  distinction. 
But  Hr.  F.  was  too  much  indisposed  to  enter 
into  a  discusfflon  of  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and 
was  satisfied  with  having  drawn  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  it. 

Sir.  Hatnes  inquired  whether  any  survey  of 
this  road  had  been  made  by  the  United  States 
engineers ;  or  whether  the  House  was  to  take 
the  statement  of  the  expense  on  the  esttmatea 
of  those  interested. 

Ur.  Letohkb  replied,  tliat  an  engineer  named 
Williams,  the  same  person  who  had  been  em- 
ployed by  the  Government  on  the  Cumberland 
i-oad,  had  surveyed  this  road.  It  had  also  been 
reported  on  by  engineers  in  the  United  States 
service. 

Mr.  Hatves  said,  we  all  know  with  what  fa- 
cility such  surveys  are  procured,  and  how  easy 
it  is  to  get  subsoriptions  to  any  new  scheme, 
especially  where  Hie  Government  is  to  be  a 
pfulner.  Some  years  ago,  the  House  was  urged 
to  subscribe  to  some  such  undertaking.  He 
believed  it  was  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Dels- 
ware  Canal,  when  it  was  pressed  as  an  argu- 
ment in  its  favor,  that  the  Dismal  Swamp  Ouial, 
a  link  in  the  great  chain  of  internal  communi- 
cation, as  it  is  called,  had  been  completed:  and 
yet,  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  this  House, 
a  further  subscription  had  I>een  asked  and  ob- 
ttuned  to  the  Stock  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal : 
since  which  time,  a  further  subscription  had 
been  obtained  for  the  same  object.  Four  years 
ago,  we  had  been  asked  to  subscribe  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  to  the  stock  of  the  Lonis- 
ville  and  Portland  Oannl,  as  necessary  for  its 
completion,  which  was  granted.  Since  that 
time,  a  further  subscription,  of  what  predse 
amonnt  he  did  not  recollect,  had  been  sought 
and  obtained,  and  a  still  further  subscription 
is  now  asked  for.  He  said,  that,  laying  aside 
every  other  conuderation  but  tiw  mere  ques- 
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lion  oi  expediMu^,  (BlUiongli  his  opinions  as  to 
Uie  eonamntionaiUtjr  row  measures  are  well 
knownj  he  trusted  the  House  would  ocHtuder 
matoreiy  before  it  engaged  ta  sach  an  under- 
taking. 
Mr.  Lktohbs  repUed. 

Mr.  H1.TH18  regretted  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  (Kr.  Letohxb)  should  have  supposed 
him  capable  of  eatertainiDg  riudictive  feelings 
towards  KeutnolcT',  Eentuckians,  or  to  any  en- 
terprise la  which  they  were  interested.  He 
cherished  too  high  a  respect  for  the  gentlemen 
from  that  State,  with  whom  he  h^  become 
acquunted  here  and  elswhere,  to  iadolge  such 
feefinga.  [Mr.  LnoBXB  enddued,  and  dis- 
<3timed  aoch  an  impntataon.] 

Jtr.  "Eixsn  ooldd  sot  permit  the  Inference 
to  be  drawn  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  that  he  (Mr.  H.)  enter- 
tained the  opinion  uat  this  Obremment  has 
tiie  power  to  engage  in  works  of  internal  im- 
provement  In  his  opinion,  the  subscription  to 
stock  stood  precisely  on  the  same  footing,  in 
principle,  ■with  a  direct  appropriation  of  money 
for  the  construction  of  a  road  or  canal.  Indeed, 
he  considered  it  was  not  differing  from  the 
constmction  of  such  a  work  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

He  considered  the  power  of  taxation  to  be 
limited  by  the  specific  grants  in  the  constitu- 
tion, and,  consequently,  the  power  of  appro- 
pnataon  was  snlMeet  to  the  same  limitations. 
The  relative  conld  not  be  broader  than  its  aa- 
teoedent  However,  be  did  not  intend  to  argue 
the  ooiutitoiloDal  question,  but  ttiougbt  thos 
much  neoesssry  by  way  of  protest  against  all 
such  acts  whatsoever. 

Mr.  LnoHEB,  in  reply,  insisted  that  the  road 
in  this  bill  was  striotiy  national  in  its  charac- 
ter. Sir,  (sMd  he,)  from  what  has  fallen  from 
the  two  genUemen  fi*om  Georgia,  (Mr.  Foster 
and  Mr.  Hatnxs,)  I  must  have  been  peculiarly 
unfortunate  in  the  very  few  remarks  I  had  the 
honor  of  scbmitting  when  first  up.  I  endeav- 
ored to  make  myself  understood.  I  stated 
then,  sir,  and  now  repeat  that  statement,  that 
it  is  expected,  and  that  it  is  deengaed  to  con- 
tinue the  road  through  tlie  State  of  Ohio,  until 
it  intmeets  the  great  national  road  usually 
known  as  ^e  Oumberiand  road,  and  that  this 
was  the  commencement  of  the  scheme.  Yet, 
sir,  gentlemen  seem  to  misunderstand,  or  to 
misapply,  what  has  been  said,  and  to  persist  in 
the  intimation,  that  the  object  is  to  obtain  gov- 
ernmental assistance  for  local  accommodation. 
It  is  not  so.  The  object,  sir,  has  been  fuUy  and 
&irly  avowed.  Until  now,  I  had  supposed  it 
was  very  generally  admitted  that  the  moat 
nnexceptiouable  method  in  which  the  Gov- 
ernment conld  engage  in  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, was  to  subscribe  stock  in  com- 
panies formed  by  individual  enterprise.  But, 
at  present,  it  seems  to  be  feared  by  the  gentle- 
men that  this  is  the  mode  best  calculated  to 
draw  money  from  the  Treasury,  to  be  distrib- 
uted or  ^ven  in  a  nwghborhood.  He  be^ed 


gen&moi  to  beUeve.  that  thon^  the  road  was 
exceedingly  bad,  and  a  good  one  much  needed, 
yet  Uie  fhends  of  the  were  ftr,  very  far  from 
acting  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  charity.  They 
asked  for  no  gifc,  no,  nothing  like  it ;  but  merely 
invited  a  subscription  of  stock  to  assist  in  tlie 
improvement  of  a  most  important  and  useful 
work,  and  one  which  was  known  to  be  strictly 
national.  Thoogh  Kentucky  had  never  yet  re- 
ceived a  cent  from  this  Government,  while  she 
saw  the  public  money  expended  elsewhere  for 
objects  of  internal  inprovement,  who,  sir,  has 
ever  heard  her  utter  a  groan,  or  heave  a  sigh  I 
He  trusted  she  would  always  have  too  much 
{o^de  to  beg  or  to  murmur.  No,  ur,  her  people 
are  nota  beggiugpeople.  She  had  alw^  voted 
to  appn^riate  money  for  nmilar  objeqts ;  and 
whenever  any  scheme  of  the  kind  was  proposed 
to  the  House,  she  presented  almost  an  undi- 
vided front.  And  why  ?  Not  from  any  self- 
ish and  sordid  motives,  but  because  she  was 
anxious  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  interest 
of  the  country,  a  part  of  which  she  is,  I  hope, 
considered. 

Whilst  one  of  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia 
urged  hie  objections  to  the  bill,  sir,  the  other  I 
thought  seemed  much  meved  at  the  subscrip- 
tion  which  had  heretofore  been  made  to  the 
Louisville  and  Portiand  Canal,  and  a^ed  that 
more  money  was  to  be  ^pUed  for  before  the 
adjournment  <tf  Congress.  When  that  bill  ia 
called  op,  air,  let  the  gentleman  of^  his  oljeo* 
tiona  to  it  My  colleague,  (Mr.  'Wioklotb,) 
who  represents  that  region  of  the  country,  will 
be  ready  to  meet  him.  But  I  beg  of  the  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Hatnes,)  whatever  vindictive  feel- 
ings he  may  entertain  towards  that  measure, 
not  to  wreak  his  vengeance  upon  this  unoffend- 
ing one.  The  Louisville  O&nal  is  no  Kentucky 
measure,  and  the  State  cannot  be  charged  with 
the  investment  made  by  the  Government  for 
that  work.  It  is  a  measure  in  which  the  States 
at>ove  uid  below  Kentucky,  I  might  almost 
say,  sir,  are  exclusively  interested.   The  im- 

Erovement  now  so  warmly  opposed  by  the  two 
onorable  gentlemen,  I  acknowledge,  sir,  is  of 
immeiue  consequence  to  the  State.  It  leads 
to  one  of  the  most  fertile  r^ona  of  the  earth, 
and  connects  it  with  a  navigable  stream,  a 
country  beautiful  and  highly  productive.  With- 
out it,  what  is  our  situation?  Why,  sir,  a  lit- 
tle like  living  in  the  happy  valley,  very  diffi- 
cult to  get  into,  and  yet  more  difficult  to  get 
out  of  it.  We  have  every  thing  In  great  abun- 
dance, and  to  spare,  that  man  could  desire, 
except  an  outlet  to  a  good  market.  We  raise, 
sir,  far  more  than  we  can  consume,  and  we  are 
desirous  of  fhrnishlng  onr  neighbors  out  of  the 
surplus,  on  the  best  terms  and  upon  the  ^ortest 
notaoe.  The  road  must  be  owned  to  be  nation- 
al as  soon  as  it  reached  the  great  Ohio  River. 
Did  it  lose  its  national  character  because  it  was 
to  be  so  much  used  by  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky} It  has  been  emphatically  asked  why 
the  State  does  not  make  ttte  road  herselfl  Sir, 
(said  Mr.  L,,)  the  State  is  uew»  her  reaouroea 
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are  limited ;  she  woald  make  it  if  she  ooold ; 
Bhe  seeks  nothing  of  yoa  as  a  ^ffc,  bnt  only  a 
little  awtanoe  to  advance  yonr  own  intereets 
as  well  as  hers.  Ton  are  a  vidix  and  able  Got- 
ernment,  fritii  ample  means  at  your  oommand, 
and  cannot  lose  one  cent  hj  compljing  with 
her  reqaest.  Will  yon  refuse  it?  Let  me,  sir, 
pnt  one  plain  qnestion  to  the  friends  and  to  the 
oppoeeni  of  internal  imi^Tement,  What  would 
yoa  thiok  of  the  character  of  a  father,  who  had 
eight  or  ten  children,  each  of  whom  posseesed  a 
fine  farm,  rich  and  fertile,  well  situated,  and  in 
perfect  order,  if  a  yonnger  <^ild,  always  affec- 
tionate and  dntiful,  who  had  ever  been  ready 
to  serve  its  parent  by  day  or  by  night,  in 
peace  or  in  war,  and  who  had  cot  deserted  him 
in  hia  deepest  afflicUon,  should  present  itself 
before  him,  and  say,  fatiier,  I  see  tlut  all  my 
brotbffls  are  prosperous  and  happy,  they  have 
fine  settlements  and  ore  d(nng  well— I  am  glad 
to  see  it  I  helped  all  I  oonld  to  make  them 
so.  I  do  not  envy  any  one  of  them  his  good 
fortane.  iSj  own  farm,  however,  is  in  a  had 
oonditioD.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  hard  work 
to  do,  and  at  this  moment  I  am  a  little  behind- 
band;  and  as  yoo,  &ther,  ore  in  fVinds  just  now, 
I  pray  yoa  to  advance  me  a  small  sum  to  lud 
me  in  completing  an  improvement  highly  ad- 
vantageooB  both  to  yon  and  to  me ;  I  ask  it  not 
as  a  hat  merely  the  ose  of  it  for  a  short 
period.  Sir,  is  there  a  gentleman  here  who 
oonld  or  woald  Jaatifr^  the  father  in  refbring 
anoh  A  request?  and  what  sort  <tf  ft  fiitbermast 
he  be  who  could  tnra  that  <diUd  from  his  door! 
The  case  I  have  pat,  I  ^nk,  rir,  illnstrotes  oar 
tine sitoation.  IwiUnotoommentnponit  Iwill 
say,  however,  we  scorn  to  comply  of  the  help 
which  has  been  extended  to  others;  bat  we 
shall  think  it  very  strange  and  very  ankind,  if, 
when  we  comeior  the  first  time,  and  ask  yoa 
to  do  a  most  jost  and  reasonable  thing,  to  aid 
an  enterprise  in  every  respect  worthy  of  the 
patnmage  of  the  Ciovernment,  you  ^ould  ro- 
fase  it.  I  hope  my  friend  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Fostbb)  does  not  desire  to  throw  any  unneces- 
sary obstaclee  in  the  way  of  this  bill,  shotdd  it 
be  the  pleasure  of  a  mtgority  to  pass  it;  and  I 
would  most  ret^tfolly  submit  to  him  to  with- 
draw his  motion  to  strike  oat  the  fitst  section 
and  let  the  bill  be  reported  to  the  Honae.  He 
can  afterwards  make  any  opposition  he  may 
^ink  fit.  This  course  will  save  a  great  deal  of 
time,  and  I  trust  he  will  consent  to  it. 

Mr.  FosTEB  siud  that  he  most  oheerfdlly  ac- 
corded to  the  chivalroas  and  high-minded  Ken- 
tuokians  all  the  respect  and  gratitude  to  which 
their  sufferings  and  services  in  the  oanse  of  our 
common  country  so  eminently  entitled  them. 
Nor  had  he  for  a  moment  considered,  maoh 
lees  kitimated,  that,  in  making  the  applicadon 
which  the  bill  under  considerstion  is  designed 
to  &vor,  tiiey  approached  as  in  the  laagaage  of 
Bopplieation  or  oomplidat ;  he  knew  too  weO  the 
proud  and  lofty  spirit  of  tliat  gallant  people,  to 
believe  that  they  would  descend  to  either. 

Mr.  F.  would  troable  the  oommittee  with 
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only  a  few  words  more  in  relation  to  the  par- 
ticular otrject  of  this  bill.  The  gentleman 
(Mr.  Lbioubb)  who  advocates  it  with  so  mnch 
zeal,  has  told  na,  with  his  usual  candor,  that 
this  is  only  the  beginning  of  a  design  far  more 
extensive--^ist  this  is  only  a  portion  of  a  great 
road  which  is  to  be  ocmstructed  from  Zanee- 
viUe,  in  Ohio,  to  Florence,  in  AUh«ma.  This 
is  the  body,  the  centre  bailing  ct  the  great 
work — the  wings  are  to  be  pat  up  hereaftw. 
And  all  these  are  objects  of  naUonal  impor- 
tance I  Sir,  (said  Mr.  F.,)  it  would  be  easy  to 
point  out  five  hundred,  y«,  five  thousand  roads 
of  the  same  description. 

Mr.  F.  hoped  that  no  gentleman  would  sus- 
pect him  of  having  any  wish  to  impede  the  prog- 
ress or  improvemMit  of  the  State  of  Sentacky ; 
so  &r  from  it,  he  dedared  himself  proad  to 
iritneai  her  growing  pToaperity.  The  XTnion 
owed  her  a  gnat  ded  not  only  for  her  achieve- 
ments hi  t£e  national  deface,  bnt  for  the 
splendid  talents  which  she  contributes  to  our 
oattoaol  cooncils.  Yet,  with  all  his  respect  for 
the  State,  and  her  patriotic  sons,  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  bill  now  on  the  table.  He  would, 
however,  withdraw  his  motion  for  striking  out 
the  enacting  clause,  and  suffer  the  bill  to  be 
reported  to  the  House,  when  a  direct  vote  can 
be  taken  on  its  passage. 

[The  oommittee  then  rose.] 


'  WnunBDAT,  April  S8. 
The  MaytnUe  Tunytitt. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  oonnderatitHi  of 
the  bill  aathcninng  Hm  anbacription  d  one 
hundrod  and  fifty  thoasand  dollars  to  the  stock 
in  tiie  MaysviUe,  Washington,  Paris,  and  Lex- 
ington Turnpike  Road  Oompany. 

Mr.  FoBTBB  sud,  tliat,  if  this  were  the  only 
bill  of  the  kind  to  be  presented  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  House,  he  would  rather  suffer  it 
to  meet  its  f^te  at  once,  than  to  delay  the  time 
of  tiie  House  by  any  remarks  of  his.  But 
there  are  now  on  our  calendar  nine  or  ten  bills 
of  the  same  character,  and  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  warn  gentlemen  agtunst  the  danger  of  estab* 
lishing  the  preceden^it  will  only  oe  the  com- 
menoemoit  of  a  system  which  pronuses  to  have 
no  end.  The  wplicaUona  of  this  kind,  which 
had  been  made  daring  tUs  session,  showed  the 
tendency  of  this  system  of  lenslation.  It  has 
only  been  within  a  few  years,  ne  believed,  that 
Congress  had  ever  anthtN^zed  subscriptions  for 
stock  in  canal  and  turnpike  companies;  but, 
having  done  so  in  a  few  instances,  others  have 
been  encouraged  to  apply.  Sir,  said  Mr.  F., 
some  of  the  petitions  now  on  your  table  would 
never  have  been  dreamed  o^  had  it  not  I>een 
for  the  aid  yoa  have  given  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal,  and  a  few  others.  But  these 
[  applications  having  been  thus  countenanced  by 
Congress,  other  companies  think  they  have  &e 
same  right  to  call  on  yoa  for  assistance.  And 
have  they  not?  Can  you  grant  to  one,  uid  not 
to  another?    How  will  yoa  disonminatet 
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Ton  oaimot.  The  State  Le^dfltnreB  will  inoor- 
porate  companies  for  oljects  of  internal  im- 
provementa,  whenever  ^lied  to ;  and  if  yoa 
take  Btook  in  a  oompany  of  one  State,  jon 
mast  do  M  in  that  of  another ;  and  Hiua  there 
will  be  no  end  to  the  appropriations  neoessaij 
to  meet  the  o&Us  that  wiU  be  made  npon  joxl 

The  road  now  under  oonsideratjon  is  to  ex- 
tend onljr  sixty  miles;  but  we  have  been 
already  told  that  thia  is  only  the  middle  link  of 
the  great  chain  that  is  to  extend  from  Zanes- 
Tille,  in  Ohio,  to  Florence,  in  Alabama.  What 
tiien  is  to  be  the  direct  and  almost  necessary 
eoose^uence  of  paadng  tUa  bill!  It  requires 
no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  predict.  la  a  short 
time,  a  company  will  be  nmned,  and  tnoorpo- 
rated  by  Oluo,  to  extend  the  road  from  Uays- 
ville  to  Zanesville.  Other  oompaniea  will  be 
inoorporated  by  Kentaoky,  Tennessee,  and  Ala- 
bama, to  constmct  the  portioDs  of  the  road 
lying  within  those  States  fVom  Lexington  to 
Florence — and  then  come  the  applications  of  all 
those  companies  to  take  parts  of  their  stock. 
And  can  yon  refuse  } 

Bat  again,  sir :  Aathorize  this  sabscription, 
in  a  few  days  the  bill  to  aid  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  will  be  presented  for  our  consid- 
eration.  That  is  a  great  work— 4iid  we  shall 
donbtleas  be  told  It  ia  oo»  of  natimaal  impor- 
tance,  too.  Next  oomea  the  OhorlssfaHi  B^- 
Toad—aDd  upon  the  heels  ofilhat  the  Ogeeohee 
and  Altamaha  Oanal,  with  seTeral  others.  AU, 
he  snpposed,  national  works ;  and  all  having 
equal  daims  (some  of  them  perhaps  stronger) 
with  those  of  the  road  now  nnder  disonssion. 
Do  not  gentlemen  see,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  they 
are  embarking  in  a  system  of  legislation  to 
which  there  is  no  limit!  Mr.  F.  had  also  con- 
stitational  objections  to  all  bills  of  this  charac- 
ter, bnt  he  shoold  not  nnje  them,  because  he 
was  satisfied  .that  a  decided  nu^ority  of  the 
Hooae  believed  it  was  competent  for  Congress 
to  make  approiwiatioiia  fcnr  intanal  faninrove- 
menta.  B«,  however,  nnderstood  this  same 
majority  to  linut  the  exercUe  of  this  power  to 
objects  strictly  national.  #  Mr.  F.  was  not  cer- 
tain that  his  mind  was  anfficientiy  discriminat- 
ing to  distingoish  between  national  and  loool 
objects — bat  certainly  if  there  ooold  be  a  pub- 
lic work  projected  which  was  not  national,  it 
was  this  very  road.  A  national  road  from 
Lenngton  to  the  Ohio  Blverl  A  road  on 
which  no  troops  are  to  travel — no  munitions  of 
war  to  be  transported ;  and  which,  in  a  word, 
is  to  answer  no  national  purpose  whatever. 
The  idea  is  absnrd ;  and  be  begged  the  House 
not  to  be  misled  by  the  character  souf^t  to  be 
l^vm  to  work. 

Kr.  OouuAH  said  that  tlie  importanoe  of 
this  subject  was  deeply  felt  in  uie  State  of 
Kentucky,  and  particularly  that  part  of  it 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent.  This 
bill  was  introduced,  said  Mr.  0.,  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  a  very  large  and  respectable  proportion 
of  my  constituents ;  and  the  road  contemplated 
to  be  improved,  passes  through  three  of  the 
Yok  XL— 6 
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four  cfranties  of  my  district  A  number  of  our 
patriotic  and  enterprising  citizens  have  entered 
into  an  association  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
and  dtSnsing  information  on  Uie  subject  of  in- 
ternal improvement  in  the  West;  and  they 
have,  at  their  private  expense,  procured  the  aid 
of  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  experienced  en- 
gineers in  the  Union,  by  whose  exertions  they 
have  been  enabled  to  lay  before  Congress  a  fnU 
and  satisfactory  report,  and  map,  exhibiting  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  improvement. 
The  Leradature  of  the  State  have  given  an  nn- 
qualified  aj^robaticm  of  the  undertaking,  and 
have  autboriEed  a  anbstniption  oi  atook,  which, 
con^ering  the  state  of  the  finances  there,  ia 
genowiB  and  liberaL  These  drcumatanoea, 
evidencing  the  intense  interest  of  the  people 
and  the  State,  will,  I  tmst,  justify  me  in  the  few 
remarks  that  X  may  present  to  the  considera- 
tion of  tiie  House, 

This  is  the  first  application  which  the  State 
of  Kentucky  has  ever  made  to  Congress  for  aid 
in  the  construction  of  her  internal  improve- 
ments ;  and  I  did  hope  it  would  be  permitted 
to  pass  without  discussion.  This  violent  efibrt 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  this  bill,  by  urging 
its  unconstitutionality  and  impolicy  in  derate, 
was  not  necessary  to  show  to  tiie  w<»id  what 
are  the  opiiuoos  of  Southern  members  on  tiiia 
subject.  From  the  tenor  of  the  argument,  I 
am  sure  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Foa* 
na)  did  not  expect  to  change  the  vote  of  a  sin- 
gle member.  Why  has  it  been  thought  neces- 
sary to  oppose  so  vehemently  this  measure, 
carrying  great  advantages  to  tiie  West  ?  Why 
demand  so  imperiously  a  demonstration  of  its 
nationality?  Is  it  because  of  that  peculiar 
kindness  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  South 
towards  the  West,  boasted  of  not  long  since  f 
Or,  is  it  to  encourage  a  scrupulous  investiga- 
tion of  all  propositions  which  may  arise  here, 
requiring  the  public  treasure  to  aocompluh  an 
object  vndoh  is  eoofinad  to  a  State  in  point  of 
locality  I  I  frost  tbat  gentlemen  maybe  pre- 
pared, when  they  may  be  called  upon,  to  jus- 
tify the  expenditure  uf  millions  for  Georgia, 
when  th^  reftise  one  hundred  and  fifty  Uiou- 
sand  dolura,  in  profitable  stock,  fsr  the  ^d  of 
Kentucky. 

This  is  no  new  project  which  we  have  under 
consideration,  llie  Congress  of  the  United 
States  have  long  mnoe  settled  the  principle  of 
tills  measure.  We  have  subscribed  stock  in 
the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  Company;  in  the 
Delaware  Canal,  tiie  Ohes«>e^e  and  Ohio 
Canal,  and  in  the  Louisville  Canal  Companies. 
But  gentiemen  say,  every  inch  of  the  MaysviUe 
road  IS  in  the  State  of  Kentnc^.  How  can  It 
be  national  ?  I  answer,  every  Inch  of  the  Del- 
aware Oanfd,  dxteen  miles  in  length,  is  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey ;  and  every  inch  of  tiie 
Louisville  Canal  is  in  one  county,  nay,  I  iw- 
lieve  in  one  city.  How  can  they  be  national  1 
Yet  Congress  have  subscribed  for  stock  in  both 
of  them.  I  have  sud  that  this  is  the  first  ap- 
plicK^on  for  the  interest  of  EAUtuoky.   I  did 


JAqwnib  Jioad  Bill. 


Digitized  by 


66 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


H.  or  K] 

80,  sir,  because  the  ftinds  applied  to  the  Lonis- 
TiUe  Canal  are  not  so  mndh  for  the  benefit  of 
tikat  Btate^  as  for  that  of  Fenasylvaola,  Vir- 
ginia, Ohio^  Lidiana,  and  other  States.  In 
tmth,  air,  it  operates  against  Eentackj,  be- 
cause it  operates  against  LoaisTille,  onr  most 
important  commercial  dty. 

Nor  does  this  work,  now  under  disonssion, 
promise  exclasive  advantage  to  Kentucky.  If 
accomplished  to  the  extent  contemplated 
tbis  bill,  it  will  greatlj  condnce  to  the  interests 
of  Ohio,  and  all  the  States  situated  westwardly 
of  us.  "We  claim  some  attention  from  this 
GoTemmeDt ;  we  contribute  laigelj  to  fill  the 
pnblio  Treasory;  we,  in  other  respects,  per- 
form our  put  as  a  member  of  the  confederacy, 
and  can  aee  no  reapon  why  onr  interests  Bhonld 
be  overlooked.  Kot  as  a  gratuity,  but  as  a 
right,  we  ask  it. 

The  road  under  con^deratioii  is  a  part  of  the 
road  from  one  important  commercial  sitnation 
OQ  the  Ohio  to  another  still  more  so,  if  possi- 
ble. The  road  from  MaysTille  to  Louisville, 
passing  through  Paris  and  Lexington,  two  im- 
portaut  manufacturing  towns ;  tl^ough  Frank- 
fort the  seat  of  QoTcrnment,  and  Shelbyville, 
is  doubtless  the  most  important  road  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  and  perhaps  equal  to  any 
of  the  same  extent  in  t^e  western  ooantry.  A 
very  great  portitm  of  the  goods,  salt,  iroLand 
other  articles  oonsnmed  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, is  landed  at  Ma;;^rrille,  or  limestone,  as 
it  was  called  in  the  early  settlement  of  the 
State,  and  thence  seeks  a  land  transportation  to 
the.  interior.  A  vast  quantity  of  tne  prodaoe 
and  manufactures  of  the  interior  is  brought  to 
this  place,  to  be  shipped  for  New  Orleans ;  and 
when  the  Ohio  Oanal  shall  be  completed,  the 
quantity  will  be  much  greater,  as  much  pro- 
dace  will  be  sent  to  the  North  throngh  that 
canal  and  the  lakes.  ' 

All  the  groceries  used  above  Louisville  are 
landed  at  that  city  and  Maysville,  and  from 
those  pUces  seek  a  conveyance  to  the  interior 
along  uuB  route ;  and  the  produce  and  manu- 
factures  of  a  ve^  rich  country  are  shipped  at 
Lotdsville  for  this  lower  market  In  truth,  sir, 
the  quantity  of  produce  and  goods  transported 
upon  this  road,  and  the  travelling  thereon, 
equal  those  on  any  road  in  the  Western  States ; 
I  might  say  in  the  United  States.  I  furnished 
my  colleague  (Mr.  Lktgheb)  on  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Can^  an  accurate  estimate  of 
the  travelling  on  this  road,  near  Maysville,  for 
thirty  days,  several  of  which  were  nnfavorable, 
in  consequence  of  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
This  table  shows  that,  in  that  period  of  time, 
the  number  of  persons  that  passed  was  nine 
thousand  four  iimidred;  of  horses,  twelve 
thonsand  eight  hundred ;  and  wagons  and  carts, 
one  thousand  five  hnndiw  and  seventy — mak- 
ing an  average  per  day  of  three  hnndred  and 
seventeen  pwsons,  four  hnndred  and  twenty- 
seven  horses,  and  fifty-two  wagons,  besides 
stock,  carriages,  &c.  1  refer  gentlemen  to  the 
report  of  the  United  States  en^eera,  Qjong 
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and  Trimble,)  made  during  the  sesdon  of 
1827-'28 ;  in  whioh  th^  siqr  that  the  road 
from  Maysville  to  Lexington  la  more  travelled 
than  any  other  of  the  same  extent  In  tiie  State 
of  Eentudcy.  These  facts  are  evidences  that 
the  stock  of  this  company  must  be  good. 
From  tlie  best  information  which  I  have  been 
able  to  obt^n,  it  must  yield  six  or  eight  per 
cent.,  clear  of  all  contingent  and  current  ex- 
penses for  repair.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  report  of  Mr.  Williams,  which  I  have 
had  laid  on  some  of  your  tables,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  United  States  engineers,  shows  that  tiie 
abundance,  convenience,  and  durability  of  ma- 
terials for  constntoting  a  road,  Justify  the  idea 
that  the  work  can  be  effected  at  comparatively 
little  cost,  and  th^  when  constructed,  it  wm 
rec[uire  hut  a  trifling  expense  to  keep  it  in  re- 
pair for  many  year^  If  these  facts  do  not  in- 
contestably  evince  the  commercial  importance 
of  this  road,  I  acknowledge  my  disability  to 
comprehend  what  is  entitled  to  these  appella- 
tions ^  and  they  show  that  these  advantages 
may  be  obtained  at  a  very  inconsiderable  com- 
parative expense.  If  Congress  have  not  the 
power  to  create  for  this  nation  such  commer- 
cial facilities  as  are  contemplated  by  the  bill, 
then  am  I  at  a  loss  to  know  what  rights  were 
designed  to  be  given,  under  the  power  to  r^a- 
late  commerce  among  tiie  States. 

"nils  road  is  the  great  national  mail  roate 
fivm  tiie  East  to  Eentnoky,  and  all  the  States 
west  and  northwest  of  us.  But,  sir,  what  is 
your  mail  ?  Is  it  a  national  or  a  State  con- 
cern !  or  is  it  of  any  consequence  to  either  ?  I 
may  differ  with  gentlemen  on  this  subject, 
when  I  suppose  the  moil  establishment  apper- 
tains to  the  General  Qovernmeut,  and  that  it 
is  the  most  valuable  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment It  cannot  be  denied  that  whatever 
contributes  largely  to  diffuse  information  among 
the  people,  on  the  interesting  subject  of  manu- 
factures, arts,  literature,  commerce,  agricolture, 
and  our  political  relations,  is  richly  wort^  the 
attention  of  tbds  House,  wise  as  it  may  he,  or 
be  supposed  to  be.  In  a  country  where  the 
Government  depends  upon  the  wiU  of  the  peo- 
ple for  its  efficiency,  and  their  intelligence  for 
its  beneficial  infiaences,  is  it  not  a  considera- 
tion of  - deep  magnitude,  to  liberalize  that  will, 
and  enlarge  tiiat  intelligence,  to  the  greatest 
extent  of  which  they  are  susceptible ! 

In  my  humble  conception,  nothing  can  so 
largely  conduce  to  the  accomplishment  of  these 
en^  as  the  constant^  I  may  say  daily,  inter- 
course which  takes  place  among  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  throngh  tbe  agency  of  our  mall 
establishment  Sir,  as  your  popiUation  presses 
onward  and  onward,  the  same  wise  policy 
which  first  indaced  the  inatitation  of  this  de- 

Eartment,  will  require  its  eztoiraon.  Tou  must 
eep  up  that  intercourse  among  all  parts  of  our 
vast  country,  especially  in  the  new ;  because, 
j  in  a  social,  commereid,  and  political  point  of 
view,  it  is  essential  to  our  existence.  Much 
1  has  been  done  in  this  respect  In  1796,  we  had 
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seventy-five  post  offices,  and  eighteen  hundred 
miles  of  post  road.  Now  we  have  eight  thoa- 
Band  four  hundred  post  offices,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  thonsand  miles  of  post  road. 
An  immense  improvement  in  the  system  1  Yet, 
more  may  be  done  with  ease  and  advantage. 
We  can  yet  aid  ih&  Postmaster  General  to  ren- 
der his  department  still  more  nseful,  by  im- 
proving the  condition  of  our  great  mail  rontes ; 
thereby  expeditinx  its  progress^  and  diminish- 
ing the  cost  of  ns  transportation.  These,  of 
coarse,  leave  more  time  and  means  to  supply 
those  parts  of  oor  common  country  which  are 
now  totally  wiUiont,  ot,  if  supplied  at  all,  to  a 
very  partial  extent  I  feel  authorized  to  say 
that  the  saving  on  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  between  Lexington  and  HaysvUle  would 
^proximate  very  nearly  the  interest  on  the 
som  now  asked,  independent  of  the  increased 
celerity,  and  ^  its  consequences.  And  it 
should  be  recollected  that  the  chief  advantage 
which  the  Gk>vernmeDt  proposes  to  derive  from 
the  post  office  establishment,  is  not  the  saving 
in  doUars  and  cents,  but  such  adrantages  as 
would  have  indaced  its  adoption,  if  it  had  been 
a  dead  enense  to  us  to  the  extent  of  its  in- 
come, which,  I  believe,  is  adequate  to  defray 
its  vast  eziMDsea ;  advantages  which,  like  our 
health  and  our  freedom,  we  are  not  apt  duly  to 
appreciate,  until  we  are  deprived  of  them. 
Let  this  country  be  deprived  of  this  great  en- 
{pne  of  inter-commonion,  and  we  shall,  by  the 
contrast,  be  able  to  place  a  proper  estimate 
upon  its  value,  and  the  high  national  impor- 
tance of  its  utmost  extension.  In  relation  to 
this  particular  road,  let  me  saj  to  you,  that  for 
several  months  in  the  year  it  is  impassable. 
Your  stages  are  obliged  to  leave  it,  and  seek  a 
passage  through  farms,  and  along  unfreqaented 
w^s;  thereby  subieoted  to  umumerable  de- 
lays, difficulties,  and  dangers.  Oonvinced  of 
iHs  marked  inconvenience,  the  LegjBlature  of 
Kentucky,  aiming  at  a  removal  of  t£e  evil,  has 
subscribed  for  stock  in  this  company.  Will 
this  Government,  infiuitely  more  able,  to  whom 
the  r^ulatioo  of  the  mail  particularly  belong 
refuse  to  contribute  her  portion  to  this  work, 
when,  in  its  accomplishment,  more  benefit  will 
accrue  to  the  General  Government  than  to  the 
State,  or  to  individuals  through  whose  landed 
estates  it  may  chance  to  pass  ?  It  cannot  be 
that  this  Grovemment  will  use  the  road  dmly, 
ctmtribnte  to  render  it  impassable,  and  with- 
hold its  mite  to  repair  and  8m«^  its  condition. 
Sir,  the  sum  now  asked  is  but  a  mite,  when  com- 
pared to  thft  iimn^Tniw  8um  annually  expended 
on  that  road  in  the  labor  of  our  peasantry. 

Thubbdat,  April  20. 
Ma/ystille  Boad  Bill. 
Mr.  Pole  said :  He  was  opposed  altogether  to 
this  system  of  appropriations  for  sectional  pur- 
poses. It  was  a  more  easy  matter,  it  appeared, 
to  vote  profuse  sums  in  the  Congress  of  the 
Toited  States.  He  repeated  that  it  was  more 


easy  to  vote  ten  thousand  doUara  in  Congress, 
than  ten  dollars  in  a  State  Lefpslature.  What 
would  be  the  result  of  this  lavish  mode  of  ex- 
pending the  public  money — what  its  cause? 
The  country  looked  to  the  present  Executive  for 
the  adoption  of  a  system  of  economy  and  re- 
trenchment ;  and  bow  could  this  be  effected,  but 
by  the  most  vigilant  attention  ?  The  practical 
operation  of  the  system  now  prevalent  was 
direotiy  the  reverse.  The  ai^neers  iutrosted 
witii  the  surveys  would  not  report  advowly  to  a 
prcgeot,  the  adoption  of  whicb  benefited  them- 
selves. The  road  in  question  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Stat«  Legislature  in  Jannair 
last ;  so  recentiy,  he  begged  it  to  he  obsrarreo^ 
as  January  last;  and  yet  an  appHcation  was 
made  to  Congress  for  pecuniary  aid  towards  its 
completion.  Where,  he  asked,  was  this  sys- 
tem to  stop  ?  He  conceived  the  whole  of  these 
applications  to  be  most  pernicious  in  their  ten- 
dencies, ^d  unconstitutional  in  principle. 

Mr.  TuoKKB  reprobated  the  system  upon 
which  this  bill,  and  numerous  others  of  a  simi- 
lar nature,  were  founded.  In  his  judgment,  all 
snch  t^propriations,  besides  bdng  unjust  and 
unconstitutional,  were  pregnant  with  the  most 
disastrous  consequences. 

Kr.  PowEBs  opposed  the  measure.  He 
deemed  it  objectionable  in  every  constitutional 
point  of  view.  He  spoke  of  the  various  inge- 
nious arguments  urged  in  favor  of  this  project, 
and  of  others  of  a  similar  nature.  Hie  Buffalo 
Road  bill  had  been  objected  to,  because  it  was 
too  long ;  and  this  one  might  be  so  objected  to, 
because  it  was  too  short.  This  circumstance 
reminded  him  of  the  lady  (and  ladies  were 
sometimes  fond  of  complaining  whose  husband 
was  stated  to  find  the  bread  oocaffionally  burnt, 
and  oooanonally  mere  dough.  The  road  had 
been  called  national  in  its  otijeot,  because  it  led 
from  one  point  of  the  Union  to  anotiier.  TSow^ 
he  asked  whether  every  road  throogbont  the 
United  States  might  not  be  said,  by  a  parity  of 
reasoning,  to  be  a  national  road ;  for  all  of 
them  led  from  one  point  of  the  country  to  an- 
other. This  argument,  therefore,  was  utterly 
fallacious.  He  concluded  by  an  earnest  depre- 
cation of  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Oabson  objected  to  the  bilL  He  was 
opposed  to  a  system  which  went  to  make  the 
Government  of  the  Union  a  stockholder,  from 
sordid  views  of  interest,  in  public  companies 
incorporated  by  a  State. 

Mr,  Obocebtt  sud  lid  did  not  rise  to 
make  a  opeech  upon  the  subject.  Indeed,  he 
was  convinced  in  his  own  mind,  that,  if  tbey 
were  to  speak  for  five  days  upon  it,  not  a  sin- 
gle vote  would  be  changed.  Eveiy  one,  he 
thought^  had  already  made  up  their  minds  with 
req>ect  to  it.  He  should  therefore  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

The  call  was  seconded  by  a  vote  oi  yeas 
101 ;  nays  not  counted. 

The  main  question,  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  the  following  vote :  Teas  102,  nays  88 
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So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  conoorreDce. 


I^AT,  April  80. 
Load  Claim  in  Thrida, 

The  Hoose  proceeded  to  the  conaidOTation  of 
the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  final  settle- 
ment of  land  clums  in  Florida;"  andtheqaestlon 
reonrred  on  the  passage  of  the  said  bill ;  when 

A  motion  was  mode  by  Kr.  'Wioeliffk,  that 
the  sud  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  with  instractions  to  amend 
the  samOj  so  as  to  exclude  from  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  aU  such  claims  as  have  been  con- 
finned  bj  the  renter  and  receiver,  upon  the 
evidence  of  the  confirmation  of  the  Governors 
of  Florida,  after  the  24th  of  January,  1818; 
and,  after  a  long  debate,  in  which  Mesars. 
Wmn  and  Wilds  zealonsly  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, and  Ifr.  Wioklifbie  supported  itj  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived  by  a  large  majority ;  and 
then  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

[The  fdlowing  are  the  remarks  of  Kr. 
Whtek:] 

Mr.  White,  of  Florida,  sud,  he  was  too  sen- 
sible of  the  value  of  the  time  of  the  House,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  to  ask  its  atten- 
tion longer  than  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
reply  to  some  of  the  most  prominent  objections 
that  had.  In  the  various  stages  of  its  progress, 
been  <^ared  ag^nst  the  passage  of  the  bill  now 
under  contndention.  I  did  hope,  said  Mr.  W., 
that,  after  the  diacnssion  in  dommittee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  deddve  indication  ^ven  of  the 
aeiue  «  the  Honse  at  that  time,  this  Inll  wotdd 
not  have  been  embarrassed  by  a  motion  to  re- 
oommil^  which,  if  successful,  puts  an  end  to  dl 
mvspeot  of  its  bec(Mning  a  law  at  this  sesdon  of 
Oongress. 

If  I  can  be  able  to  command  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  a  short  time,  I  trost  I  shaU  sat- 
isiy  them  that  this  bill  proposes  no  new  princi- 
ple in  legislation ;  and  that  the  apprehension  of 
any  bad  consequences  resulting  from  the  first 
section,  in  its  present  shape,  is  entirely  falla- 
taom.  The  omect  of  Oo^ress  in  organizing 
netnal  tribonau  for  the  awndication  <hF  tiiese 
daim^  is  to  free  ourselves  from  the  trooble  or 
necesBity  of  going  into  an  examination  of  the 
Tolnminoos  doonments  and  evidenee  e^diibited 
by  the  oUdmants,  and  the  various  intricate 
queations  of  Span^  usage  and  law  that  must 
arise  in  the  decision  of  these  questions.  Such 
a  body  as  this,  organized  to  consult  and  legis- 
late upon  the  various  and  complicated  affairs  of 
a  great  empire,  has  neither  the  time  nor  the 
means  of  going  into  a  minnte  or  satisfactory 
investigation  of  such  questions.  It  has  higher 
duties  to  perform ;  and  in  consequence  of  the 
utter  impracticabUity,  as  well  as  impolicy,  of 
an  attempt  to  decide  upon  every  smdl  land 
elaim,  derived  from  a  foreign  Government,  in 
the  territories  acquired  by  treaty,  it  has  been 
thft  eataUiahad  praotioe  to  orgaaize  «  board  of 
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commissioners,  to  sit  in  the  country  where  the 
grants  were  made,  where  the  archives  are  de- 

Cited,  and  where  the  land  lies.  These  officers 
1  their  commissions,  and  receive  their  com- 
pensatioDf  from  the  Government,  one  of  the 
parties  directiy  interested  in  the  decision  of 
every  claim  presented.  If  there  Is  any  leaning 
on  either  aide,  it  is  alw»B  on  that  from  whien 
the  power  is  derived.  With  the  most  honest 
intentions,  and  a  constant  eflTort  to  act  without 
prejudice,  there  is  a  constant  attraction  be- 
tween all  federal  officers  and  the  Government 
and  its  interests.  Federal  judges  pronounce, 
with  great  indifference,  State  laws  to  be  uncon- 
stitntional,  and  State  judges  pronounce  the. 
acts  of  Congress  to  be  unconstitutional ;  when 
neither,  unless  in  an  extraordinary  case,  pro- 
nounced tiie  laws  of  the  Government,  from 
which  they  hold  their  commissions,  nnoonstitn- 
tional  or  void.  To  make  an  application  of  this 
principl&  I  ask  any  gentieman  to  read  this  re- 
port, an^  instead  of  striking  from  this  Inll  one- 
half  of  the  cases  confirmed,  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  he  would  be  more  inclined  to 
say  that  the  number  of  confirmations  ought 
to  be  doubled.  I  do  not  say  that  injustice  has 
been  done ;  but  I  will  say,  that,  if  any  haa 
been,  it  is  to  the  claimants.  I  say  that  the 
rigor  with  which  these  claims  have  been  ex- 
amined, will  operate  more  unjustly  to  them 
than  the  United  Stetes,  I  believe  that  this  is 
the  first  instance  in  the  history  of  our  legisla- 
tion since  the  Louisiana  treaty  in  1808,  in 
which  an  attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  re- 
vise the  deciuoDS  of  oar  comnussioners,  and 
strike  out  half  of  the  cHuma  confirmed  by 
them.  Numerous  instances  can  be  found  at 
every  session  of  Congr^  for  twenty  years,  in 
which  tiie  rigor  of  the  commissioners  has  been 
mitigated  by  the  clemency  of  Cimgress,  in  giv- 
ing to  every  equitable  claim  the  most  liberal 
and  favorable  interpretation. 

If  this  motion  succeeds,  we  shall  reverse  the 
order  of  thing&  and  introduce  a  new  system, 
as  impolitic  and  onwise  in  the  Government,  aa 
it  will  be  oppressive  upon  a  people  tranrferred 
to  us,  with  a  guaranty,  on  our  part,  to  do  what 
Spain  would  have  done.  I  have  had  occa^on 
to  look  into  tiie  history  of  all  that  has  been 
done  by  this  Government  on  this  subject^  and  I 
do  not  netitate  to  declare  tiiat  the  principle  in 
tliis  bill  has  been  sancticmed  at  every  soccesslve 
session  Oongress  for  twenty  years.  What  is 
the  object  of  this  motion?  To  recommit  tiie 
bill,  with  instructions  to  strike  from  it  every 
claim  which  the  Governor  of  East  Florida  had 
confirmed  subsequenUy  to  the  24th  of  January, 
1818,  the  time  umited  in  the  treaty,  prior  to 
whi(ui  all  grants  should  have  emanated,  to  be 
recognized  and  confirmed  by  this  Government. 

By  the  eij^ti  article  of  onr  treaty  with 
Spain,  the  United  States  agreed  to  confirm  and 
ratify  all  grante  ("  todat  la$  eoneeaaionet ")  and 
conoessions  made  by  the  Spanish  authorities 
prior  to  the  34tii  January,  1816,  to  the  same 
extent  that  they  woold  have  been  valid,  If  tha. 
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territories  had  remained  under  the  dominion  of 
His  OathoHo  Mtriesty.  This  article  contem- 
plated the  reoogmtion  of  complete  grants,  and 
the  completion  of  inuwrfeot  ones,  as  Spain 
woold  hare  oompletea  them.  The  fuo  mode 
of  doing  this  was  left  to  tiie  Jnstiee  of  this 
Government,  under  a  fall  conviction  that  the 
United  States  would  be  jnst,  if  not  liberal,  to 
their  newly  acquired  citizens.  The  act  of  1828 
conferred  the  power  of  doing  tills  apon  the 
register  and  receiver,  who  were  to  act  as  «2 
officio  commissioners,  to  carry  this  artjole  into 
efTect  These  offioers  sat  in  the  province  in 
which  the  land  lies,  having  before  them  the 
archives  of  the  Spanish  Government.  They 
have  presented  this  report,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  they  have  ooafirmed  seventjr-one 
small  daima,  and  rejected  one  hnndred  uid 
thirty-five.  The  pn^odtlon  now  is,  to  recom- 
mit this  bin,  to  strike  from  it  thirty  eases. 
Sir,  if  this  motion  sncceeds,  these  people  will 
have  occation  to  regret  the  day  that  they  were 
ever  transferred  to  tiie  United  States.  The  act 
which,  according  to  oar  ideas,  made  them  free, 
will,  according  to  their  conceptions,  make  them 
beggars.  I  fear  some  of  them  will  not  love 
liberty  so  mnch,  aa  to  be  entirely  contented 
with  your  disfranchisement  of  their  property. 
I  say  their  property,  bccanse,  if  Spain  had  re- 
tail^ the  territories,  she  would  have  com- 
pleted every  imjierfect  title  in  East  Florida, 
whenever  a  petition  had  been  presented  to  the 
Governor. 

It  was  a  part  of  the  policy  of  France,  Eng- 
land, and  Spain,  to  grant  lands  gratnitoosly  to 
all  ue  inhabitants  who  would  receive  them. 
The  most  informal  and  incomplete  of  these , 
titles  were  the  most  honest,  and  best  entitled 
to  our  confirmation,  when  the  policy  of  that 
Government  is  considered.  The  lowest  order 
of  these  titlea,  a  "permit  of  settlement,"  was 
declared  by  the  commissioners  of  West  Florida 
the  most  honest,  as  well  as  the  most  certain 
title.  To  complete  it  and  obtain  a  title  in  the 
name  of  the  king,  called  sometimes  *'  a  title  in 
form,*^  or  "  fiteM  de  pntprUdad^  or  "  royal 
tiUe,"  it  was  only  necessaiy  to  snmmon  wit- 
nesaea  to  appear  before  the  Governor,  and 
prove  a  aettiement  upon  the  land,  and  a  oontin^ 
nance  a  certain  length  of  time.  This  proof 
entitled  the  occupant  to  a  grant  in  the  name  of 
the  king.  It  was  a  favor  to  the  crown,  and  not 
to  the  subject,  to  settle  and  strengthen  their 
^tant  provinces  and  colonies.  In  the  inter- 
pretation of  this  treaty,  we  should  remember 
their  policy,  and  not  ours,  which  holds  np  the 
land  at  a  price  so  high,  tliat  it  is  diffioolt  for  a 
poor  man  to  purchase  even  the  smallest  legal 
division  of  the  snrveys.  Looking  to  this  pol- 
icy, can  any  man  doubt  what  Spam  would  have 
done  f  I  cannot  donbt  but  that  ^e  wonld  have 
confirmed  every  one  of  those  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  cases  rejected.  If  any  man  was  not 
Battsned  with  his  land,  he  had  only  to  petition 
the  Governor,  and  a  transfer  of  the  location 
waa  granted,  as  a  matter  tit  coniseL 


[a  or  B. 

The  motion  now  made  to  recommit  this  biQ 
with  instructions,  is  placed  by  the  honorable 
mover  on  two  gronnus :  the  one  of  which  is 
founded  upon  the  idea  that  there  are  mmts 
made  sabseqnent  to  the  time  at  which  Spain 
was  interdicted  from  making  them  by  tiie 
treaty.  If  gontiemen  will  ttU^e  tibe  trouble  to 
look  into  this  report,  they  will  find  that  eveir 
olmm  dated  after  that  period  haa  been  rejected. 
The  commissioners .  have  not^  in  any  instance, 
confirmed  a  single  claim  posterior  to  the  24tji 
of  Jajinary,  1818.  They  have,  in  about  thirty 
cases,  considered  the  royal  titie  given  by  the 
Governor  subsequent  to  that  day,  and  before 
the  delivery  of  the  province  to  the  United 
States,  as  evidence  of  the  |>erfonnance  of  the 
condition.  I  beg  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  fact,  that  uieae  confirmations  are  made 
upon  conoesrions,  the  laigest  part  of  whitdi 
eventuated  from  the  legiranate  antharitiea  of 
Spain  twenty  years  before  the  treaty  was  ever 
thought  of.  A  concession  is  a  grant,  upon  con- 
dition of  aettiement.  One  of  the  ooncesrions 
is  given  as  early  as  the  year  1794, 

In  1819,  the  concessionary  or  claimant  came 
before  the  Governor,  who  waa  a  judicial  as 
well  as  executive  officer,  and  offered  his  testi- 
mony.   The  witnesses  were  examined,  the 

{>roof  recorded,  and  deposited  among  the  pub- 
ic archives  on  the  protocol  called  *'  delligen- 
eiat."  The  royal  title,  as  it  is  called,  begins 
with  a  recitation,  *•  P&r  guanto,^^  &c ;  or, 
"  whereas."  It  recites  that  a  ooneeasion  issued 
on  such  a  day  npon  condition,  and  that  certain 
witnesses' were  called  and  sworn,  who  proved 
the  performance.  These  archives  are  before 
the  commissioners.  The  testimony  is  recorded, 
the  witnesses  known  to  the  commissioners,  or, 
if  dead,  or,  removed  to  Cuba,  their  characters 
are  known  from  their  neighbors.  The  com- 
missioners say  we  receive  Qiis  evidence  of  the 
performance  of  the  condition.  It  wonld  be  a 
nugatory  and  useless  act  to  call  the  witnesses 
over  again,  when  their  testimony  is  recorded, 
and  recited  in  the  royal  titie  given  by  the  Gov- 
ernor. Instead  of  looking  to  every  act  of  a 
Spanish  tribunal,  aa  a  scheme  to  defraud  the 
United  States,  I  woidd  rather  put  this  more 
liberal  and  heritable  oonstraction  npon  it  and 
consider  the  act  as  an  evidence  of  what  Spfdn 
wonld  have  done  if  the  territories  had  re- 
mained under  the  dominion  of  His  Catholic 
M^sty.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Governors 
of  East  or  West  Rorida  were  informed  of  tiie 
provisions  of  the  treaty  until  it  was  published 
here  after  Its  final  ratification  in  1831.  Until 
that  period,  they  were  acting  under  a  sense  of 
their  responsibility  to  their  royal  master,  and 
their  acts  ought  to  be  received  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  there  had  been  no  limitation  in 
the  treaty.  Bo  long  as  the  Govempr  had  a 
right  to  exercise  jnnsdictionj  he  had  tiie  un- 
questionable power  to  examine  witneasea,  re- 
cord testimony,  either  with  a  view  to  Ita  per- 
petuity, or  to  be  nsed  in  foreign  ooorta.  This 
would  seem  to  be  a  power  so  naturally  inherent 


Land  Claimt  ui  Florida. 


Digitized  by  Google 


70 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  B.] 

in  everj  tribunal,  that  it  hardly  needs  a  refer- 
ence for  its  support  to  that  veil-known  and 
nniversally  acknowledged  principle,  in  all  civil- 
ized nations,  to  receive  with  respect  the  acta  of 
all  tribanals  of  other  nations,  and  to  presnme 
that  they  acted  within  the  sphere  of  meir  Ju- 
risdiction and  duty.  It  is  nothing  more  than  a 
principle  of  comity  and  courtesy — one  which 
our  coorts  of  admiralty  are  in  tbe  practice  of 
acting  upon,  mi  which  {tas  been  repMtedly 
recognUed  by  the  Snnreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  The  king  (a  Spain,  and  lus  officers, 
have  as  mticih  right  to  disregivd  tiie  acts  oi  ma 
tribunalB,  as  we  have  those  of  Spain,  on  prin- 
ciples of  national  law ;  and  if  these  claims  are 
denied  on  such  ground  as  are  now  nrged,  they 
will  have  more  reason  to  question  the  justice  of 
our  decisions,  than  we  have  ever  yet  had  to 
condemn  theirs.  I  am  neither  the  defender  nor 
the  apolc^t  of  the  Spanish  authorities.  The 
specitu  court  appointed  by  this  Government, 
having  the  archives  before  them,  have  received 
this  evidence,  and  confirmed  these  clums,  not 
on  the  authority  to  grant  subsequent  to  the 
limitation  in  the  treaty,  bnt  npon  a  concession 
made  ten  or  twenty  years  before.  The  per- 
formance of  the  condition  only  has  been  proved 
in  dae  form  after  the  time.  The  honorable 
gentleman  should  recollect  that  the  authorities 
of  Spiun  were  not  interdicted  by  the  ti:eaty 
from  the  exercise  of  any  jurisdiction,  or  the 
execution  of  any  of  their  functions,  until  the 
delivery  of  the  country  to  the  United  States. 
The  provision  is,  that  grants  made  posterior 
to  that  date  shall  be  void.   In  this  report,  all 

f rants  of  that  description  are  declared  void, 
he  class  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  were 
made  prior,  but  witnesses  were  sworn,  and 
proved  a  settlement  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  concession  sabaeqnently.  The  commisuon- 
era  (tf  West  Florida,  in  eve^  case  of  this  kind, 
oonfiimed  the  claim.  In  the  abstracts  of  the 
eonflrmations  of  that  board,  in  the  Executive 
Documents  of  1824-'5,  which  I  now  hold  in 
my  hand,  it  will  be  seen  that  where  concesdons 
and  royal  titles  were  both  made,  the  one  prior 
and  the  other  subsequent  to  the  24th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1818,  we  confirmed  the  title  upon  the  con- 
cession. This  was  done  by  the  commissioners 
of  East  Florida,  and  by  tiie  register  and  re- 
ceiver in  their  report  of  1828-— all  of  which 
have  been  approved  and  confirmed  by  acts 
of  Congress.  The  principle  here  is  precisely 
the  same,  and  it  is  for  tMs  House  to  say  wheth- 
er they  ware  honnd  to  summon  witnesses  to 
prove  that  which  had  been  already  proved  be- 
fore a  Spaidsh  tribunal,  the  evidence  of  which 
was  before  them.  It  would  have  been  an  act 
of  supererogation,  a  useless  consumption  of 
time. 

The  next  ground  of  olyection  is,  that  we 
shall  establish  a  daugerons  precedent  for  the 
courts,  which  will  be  injurious  to  the  public 
interests ;  and  this  is  seriously  urged  upon 
Congress  as  a  reason  why  this  bill  shoula  be 
recommitted.  Sir,  it  is  uie  first  time  I  ever 


lArtoL,  18Sa 

knew  that  a  legislative  act  waa  to  be  received 
as  a  precedent  for  the  admissibility  of  evidence 
in  courts  of  justice.  Coi^rera  may  declare 
that  every  man  may  make  affidavit  to  the  genu- 
ineness of  hia  own  grant,  'Will  that  justify  a 
court  in  allowing  a  man  to  be  a  witness  in  bis 
own  case  i  The  distinction  between  a  legisla- 
tive body  and  a  judicial  tribunal,  the  one  gov- 
erned by  oonnderations  of  poHoy,  and  the 
other  by  fixed  laws,  seemtf  not  to  have  oo- 
onired  to  the  gentietnan.  Who  ever  heard  at 
the  dediirau  of  onr  committees  on  the  evi- 
dence oflbred  to  them  bdng  quoted  'before 
judges  as  a  preoedent  tor  their  deddcnst 
What  Congress,  in  its  legislative  diser^aon, 
chooses  to  do,  has  never  yet  been,  and  never 
will  be,  a  preoedent  for  the  courts.  The  courts 
might  as  well  sttompt  to  pass  an  appropriation 
act,  as  to  say  they  will  confirm  claims  because 
Congress  confirmed  them.  I  need  not  pursue 
this  part  of  the  subject  further,  because  the 

auestion  can  never  be  made  in  the  courts.  All 
le  cases  which  are  or  can  be  presented  to 
them  are  now  printed  by  order  of  this  House, 
and  now  upon  my  table,  to  which  aooess  can 
be  bad  by  every  memher.  There  is  not  among 
that  number  a  single  case  in  which  a  rc^al  title 
is  riven  after  the  24th  of  January,  1818^  and 
if  the  courts  were  to  look  to  legislative  acts  as 
precedents  for  them,  the  case  will  never  occur 
m  which  such  a  reference  can  be  made.  All 
the  apprehensions  from  this  quarter  may  be 
quietecL  by  the  examination  of  the  cases  re- 
rorred  to  tiie  courts  for  decision.  The  limita- 
tion in  the  treaty,  it  is  well  known,  was  intro- 
duced expressly  with  a  view  to  exclude  the 
firants  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  Be  Vargas,  and 
Count  Punon  Rostro,  and  no  other.  It  was  so 
declared  at  the  tame  of  making  the  treaty,  by 
those  who  negotiated  it.  The  idea  of  ezcind- 
ing  any  other  was  indignantly  repelled  by  the 
Spanish  Minister,  and  never  insisted  on  by  onr 
Government  The  President  of  the  Umted 
States  (Mr.  Monroe)  informed  Congress,  in  an 
executive  message,  that  such  was  the  object  of 
that  provision.  Although  such  was  the  view 
of  those  who  negotiated  the  treaty,  that  clause 
has  been  so  rigidly  enforced,  as  to  exclnde  from 
confirmation  every  claim  derived  fi^m  tiie 
Spanish  Government  when  they  possessed  the 
sovereignty  of  the  provinces,  between  the  24th 
of  January,  1816,  and  July,  1621,  when  the 
provinces  were  delivered.  All  these  ohums 
were  intmded  to  he,  and  ought  to  be,  con- 
firmed ;  hut,  by  the  use  of  general  words,  to 
get  rid  of  the  large  ones,  these,  too,  have  been 
rigected.  Not  contont  with  this  advantage, 
thus  secured  agunst  a  population  that  Spabi 
was  about  to  transfer,  and  about  whose  right* 
the  king  and  his  Ministers  were  somewhftt  in- 
different, rendered  more  so  from  a  conviction 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territories  de- 
sired the  change,  we  are  now  about  to  strike 
out  one-half  of  what  has  found  favor  under  the 
rigid  construction  of  the  commissioners,  be- 
cause a  Spanish  Governor  had  the  witneaaes 
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sworn  and  tlie  testimony  recorded.  I  oannot 
persuade  myself  that  this  Honse  is  prepared  to 
sanction  a  prinoiifte  so  xu^jost  and  oaioua. 

The  whole  amount  of  land  in  these  thirty 
sm^  claims  does  not  exceed  fourteen  thonsaod 
acres,  which  is  not  worth  the  expenses  of  this 
Honse  daring  the  time  of  this  debate.  If  these 
claims  are  stricken  out,  what  is  proposed  to  be 
done  ?  Is  a  new  board  to  be  organized,  after  a 
delay  of  nine  years  in  the  adjoatment  of  these 
titles  ?  If  a  new  board  is  to  be  created,  their 
expenses  will  be  greater  than  the  value  of  the 
land.  The  pnhlio  HDrreys  will  be  stopped,  the 
private  property  oannot  he  separated  from  the 
pablio,  tne  population  of  the  territory  wUl  bo 
retarded,  and  the  most  ndschieTona  conse- 
qnenoes  result  from  the  delay. 

Those  who  are  here  &om  the  new  States 
well  know  the  diffionlties  and  embarrassments 
arising  from  misettled  titles  to  the  country 
itfwlf ;  and  those  who  have  never  seen  it,  can 
form  but  a  very  imperfect  conception  of  the 
misery  of  pareuing,  for  ten  years,  an  uncertain 
title  in  the  tribunaU  of  a  country,  the  laoguage 
and  forms  of  which  the  petitioner  cannot  com- 
prehend.  The  cry  of  frand  at  this  period  of 
the  session,  the  deuunciation  of  all  that  is  of 
Spamsh  ori^n,  is  enough  to  OTeitom  the  most 
benefldal  measnres;  but  I  tmst  that  this 
Hooaev  from  the  oonfldenoe  reposed  in  its  own 
tribnual,  from  the  long  delay  and  injnstice 
already  done  to  these  claimants,  and  from  a  re- 
fer the  territory  itself,  will  not  recommit 
bill,  and  produce  oonfiinon  in  the  country, 
and  certain  nun  among  its  inhabitants. 


Satubdat,  iSaj  1. 
Jtidga  Peek. 

Ur.  BcoHANAN  moved  to  postpone  the  orders 
<rf  the  day,  for  the  puipose  of  takiog  up  and 
acting  on  the  artiole  of  unpeaohment 

Ifr.  "Wbtftlebkt  said,  (this  day  bein^  set 
apart  by  themselves  for  considering  private 
bills,)  he,  as  the  member  charged  with  attend- 
ing to  this  dasB  of  buaness,  would  say,  that  it 
was  perhaps  inexpedient  to  press  the  consider- 
ation of  many  more  of  the  nnmerous  private 
bills  yet  on  the  docket,  because,  if  they  were 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sepate,  and  not  acted 
on  there,  they  would  be  in  a  worse  sitnation 
than  if  they  remained  as  they  are,  for  the 
House  to  take  them  up  at  the  next  session. 
He  should  not,  therefore,  oppose  the  motion  for 
postponenomt. 

Honse  iheti  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  Ur.  SisniffltaK  in  the  dbair,  and  took 
up  the  article  of  impeadiment  reported  by  the 
Select  Oommittee  against  Judge  I'eok. 

Some  verbal  amendments  being  made  to  the 
article,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bttohabtait, 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  article 
to  the  House ;  and  by  the  House  it  was  agreed 
to  withoot  objection. 

Ifr.  BuoHAHAB  then  moved  that  the  House 
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proceed  now  to  the  appointment  of  five  man- 
agers, to  conduct  the  impeaohmrat  on  the  part 
of  tiie  House  of  Representatives. 

}£t.  Wiluams  Inqnired  how  many  managers 
were  appointed  in  the  case  of  Judge  Ohase. 

Hr.  Buchanan  replied  that  seven  managers 
were  appointed  on  that  occasion,  but  it  was 
thought  that  five  were  as  many  as  were  neces- 
sary for  the  present  case. 

Hr.  B.'s  motion  being  agreed  to, 

The  House  proceeded  to  tiie  appointment  of 
five  managers,  by  ballot,  when  tke  following 
gentlMnen  received  a  m^raify  oi  votes,  and 
were  appointed,  viz : 

Jaicss  Buohanav,  of  Femufylvania. 
HsaiBT  R.  Storbs,  of  TSew  York. 
Gboboe  IfoDuvTiB,  of  South  Carolina. 
AiCBBOSi  SnvosK,  of  Now  York. 
Ohasles  Wioelistb,  of  Kentucky. 

The  first  four  were  appointed  on  the  first  bal- 
lot. Four  ballots  took  place  before  a  fifth  man- 
ager was  chosen,  in  all  of  which  till  the  last 
the  votes  were  pretty  mnch  divided  between 
Mr.  WiOKUrFB  and  3fr.  Doddbidqb,  besides 
whom  a  large  number  of  members  received 
more  or  less  votes. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Bttobakan,  it  was 

Jteaolved,  That  the  article  agreed  to  hj  this  House, 
to  be  exhibited,  in  the  name  of  tbemselves  and  of 
all  the  people  of  the  United  States,  against  James 
H.  Peck,  in  midntenaoce  of  their  unpeachment 
against  him  for  high  misdemeanors  m  office,  be  car- 
ried to  the  Senate  by  the  managers  appointed  to 
conduct  said  Impeaolunent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  it  was 

Jteiotved,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
to  inform  them  that  this  Honse  have  appointed 
managers  to  conduct  the  impeachment  against 
James  H.  Peck,  judge  of  the  district  coart  of  the 
.  United  States  for  the  district  of  Uissonri,  and  have 
.  directed  the  sud  managers  to  carry  to  the  Senate 
the  article  agreed  upon  by  this  House,  to  be  exhib- 
ited in  maintenance  of  their  impeachment  agiunst 
the  said  James  H.  Feck,  and  that  the  Cleik  of  this 
House  do  go  with  sidd  messa^. 


lCoin>AT,  May  8. 

Culture  of  Silk. 

Kr.  A.  Spkkckr,  from  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture,  reported  the  fiaHowing  resolution : 

Jtetolvedy  That  tea  thonsand  oopfes  of  the  Man- 
ual on  the  growth  and  manufiwture  of  SUk  In  other 

countries,  transmitted  to  this  House  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  fifth  day  of  February, 
1828,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this  Bouse. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  but  the  motion  was  negatived — nays  80. 

Mr.  UoDuTFiB  opposed  tiie  re6oluti<m,  hav- 
ing understood  that  the  work  proposed  to  be 
reprinted  possessed  no  value.  The  instrnctiouB 
were  too  complex  for  xmlettered  people,  and 
experience  proved  that  it  was  of  no  nse  to 
them.   Persons  in  his  part  of  the  country,  who 
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made  many  pounds  of  silk  every  year,  coold 
derive  no  benefit  from  this  book. 

Mr.  OambbKlkno  concurred  in  the  opinion 
that  the  book  was  not  worth  printing.  A  per- 
son engaged  in  preparing  a  work  on  the  same 
subject,  and  who  nnderstood  it  wdl,  informed 
him  that  the  manual  was  worthless.  Let  the 
committee  take  all  the  works  on  this  snbject, 
and  compile  one  containing  the  best  of  each. 
Several  works  have  been  since  issaedf  that  are 
superior  to  the  one  in  question. 

Mr.  Batxs,  d  MasBachnsatts,  said,  here  was 
operienoe  agiungt  oxperienoe.  It  was  alleged 
by  gentlemen  that  practical,  intelligeut  per- 
sons, professing  to  be  able  to  give  an  aooonnt 
of  the  subject  themselves,  had  denounced  the 
work  in  question  as  worthless.  Now,  he  had 
in  his  district  some  men  of  some  little  inteUi- 
genoe,  who  were  engaged  in  the  silk  culture, 
who  said  the  work  was  a  very  valuable  acqni- 
sition.  He  had  received  letter  on  letter  for  a 
copy  of  the  work,  but  not  one  was  to  be  had. 
The  book  was  valuable,  beoaaae  it  gave  an  ao- 
oount  of  the  best  modes  of  cultivating  silk  in 
oountries  where  it  had  been  cnltivated  for  cen- 
turies. As  he  had  no  doubt  of  ^e  vidue  of 
the  work,  and  as  it  was  not  Tolnminoos,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  have  it  disseminated, 
wnhout  r^an^g  the  pittance  it  would  cost. 

Mr.  Watk>  would  not  undertake  to  pro- 
nounce on  the  merits  of  the  work,  but  he  Imew 
tliat  many  <tf  the  people  whom  he  represented 
were  very  denrous  to  obtiuD  it.  In  the  early 
settlement  of  Georgia,  the  olject  of  many  was 
the  growth  of  silk,  and  it  was  commenced  and 
tried  for  some  time.  Why  was  it  disoontin- 
nedt  From  one  of  two  causes:  Either  by 
being  superseded  in  value  by  other  pursuits,  or 
being  discouraged  by  the  want  of  information. 
Many,  however,  continued  the  culture,  and 
some  have  prosecuted  it  for  forty  years,  who, 
redding  on  lands  too  arid  for  other  estivation, 
have  gone  on  in  Uie  ori^al  porsnit ;  the  cul- 
ture ha9  not  been  extended  because  of  the  want 
of  suitable  information  to  instruct  them  in  it. 
He  wished,  therefore,  that  the  information  con- 
tfdned  in  the  work  in  qneetlon  should  go  forth 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  needed  it.  He  re- 
ferred to  societies  formed  or  forming  in  Geor- 
gia, for  the  onltivation  of  silk,  to  whom  the  in- 
formation would  be  particularly  usefbl  sod  ac- 
ceptable. 

Mr.  Spkkoeb,  of  New  Tort  rose  to  make 
some  remarks,  but  the  expiration  of  the  hour 
■nested  t^e  debate. 

TUBBDAT,  TiAj  4. 
Judge  JPeei. 
Mr.  BucnANAK,  from  the  managers  appointed 
on  the  part  of  this  House  to  conduct  the  im- 
peachment against  James  H.  Peck,  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Missouri,  reported : 

*'That  they  did,  this  day,  carry  to  the  Senate, 
then  in  sesrion  as  a  high  court  of  unpaachmcBt,  the 
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arttcle  of  impeachment  agreed  to  bj'thia  House  w 
the  iBt  iostABt;  and  that  they  were  iofcmned  that 
tbey  would  take  pnqter  nwulres  relative  to  the 
■aid  iropeacbment,  of  whidh  the  House  would  be 
duly  notified." 

MoNDAT,  Hay  10. 

Sank  of      VnUed  SUOti. 

Mr.  PoTTKB,  of  North  Carolina,  by  leave  of 
the  House,  offered  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  JUmlved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  confers  no  power  on  GongrcBs  to  establish  a 
corporation  with  authority  to  manufacture  money 
oat  of  paper,  and  drcolate  the  same  within  ^e 
Umlli  of  any  of  the  States. 

S.  BMotvti,  tiuA  it  such  power  eristed  in  Con* 
gresB,  it  were  unwise  and  inexpe(Uent  to  exercise  it, 
and  espedally  to  the  extent  contemplated  in  th« 
present  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

8.  Retolved,  That  the  paper  money  or  banking 
system,  generally,  is  in  its  tendency  ruinous  to  the 
interests  of  labor,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people. 

4.  Jiiaolved,  thtrejbn^  Ihat  this  House  wffl  not 
consent  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  tiie  Bank 
oftheUidtedSUteB. 

The  TMolntiooa  having  been  read, 

Mr.  PoTTBB  Bud  it  was  not  his  object  to  in- 
vite discussion  on  the  subject  at  this  time.  He 
had  offered  the  resolution  as  a  set-off  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee-  of  Vfaja  and  Meana, 
on  the  same  subject ;  and  he  pledged  himself 
whenever  it  came  up  for  conaideralion^  to  m^e 
good  the  propositions  embraced  in  his  rwola- 
tions.  He  had  offered  them  altogether,  inde- 
pendently  of  any  regard  to  mere  penonal  party- 
ism,  with  which  he  acknowledged  no  sympat^ 
whatever,  but  as  a  guaranty  to  the  American 
people,  fnm  his  place  in  this  House,  tiiat  the 
measure,  to  prepare  the  wiur  for  which  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  W^rs  and  Mmus  had 
been  brought  in,  would  be  resisted  here.  It 
should  be  rensted  here;  and  he  earaeatly 
hoped  that  the  people,  in  every  secti<Hi  of  the 
United  States,  would  forthwith  fix  thdr  atten- 
tion upon  this  saljeet^  as  one  involving,  in  the 
most  essential  manner,  their  dearest  rights  and 
interests;  and  that,  by  a  timely  and  vi^lant 
exercise  of  their  power  at  the  polls,  they  would 
take  care  to  organize  tbia  House  with  a  direct 
reference  to  the  a4jn8traeat  (MT  this  qoeslioii. 
For  the  present  he  moved  to  lay  the  resolutioni 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHnTUGBXT  dananded  that  the  ques* 
tion,  whether  the  House  would  condder  tha 
reeolutiona,  ahonld  be  put,  lest  the  entotaining 
of  the  motion  by  the  House  might  afibot  the 
price  of  the  stock,  &o. ;  but, 

The  Spsaku  dedding  that  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  took  precedence  of  the  motion  of 
"  consideration," 

The  question  was  ptit  on  luring  the  reaola- 
tions  ou  the  table,  and  decidea  in  the  afflnna- 
tive  as  follows : 

Tua^Messnb  Akxaoder,  ADen,  Ahton,  Ander- 
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800*  Ansel,  Ateher,  P.  P.  Bubosr,  Bell,  John  Blur, 
Boon,  Bont,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Ounbreleng,  C&r- 
son,  Claiborne,  CU7,  Coke,  Heotor  Craig,  Robert 
Craig,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Crocberon,  DaTeoport, 
J.  Davis,  W.  R.  DaviB,  Deberry,  Denny,  Deaha, 
X^ril,  Fiadl»,  Ford,  Forward,  Fry,  Gaitber,  Gor- 
don, Green,  Hall,  Harvey,  Haynes,  HemiAill,  Hinda, 
Hofflnan,  Hubbard,  Ihrie,  Irrfn,  Imeks,  B.  M.  John- 
■on,  C.  Jobnson,  Kincaid,  P.  King,  Lecompte,  Lewis, 
Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Martin,  Tbomaa  Haxvell,  He- 
Creery,  McCoy,  HcDuffie,  Hclntire,  UitcbeU,  Mon- 
ell,  NnckoUa,  Pettia,  Polk,  Potter,  Powere,  Ren- 
cber^  Roane,  Rnasel,  Beott,  Wm.  a  Sbepard,  A.  H. 
awDperd,  Sluelda,  Semmea,  Sll,  a  A.  Smith, 
^pe^ht,  Stanberry,  Standifer,  Strong,  Trezvaot, 
Tucker,  Veri^<^  Wayne,  Weeks,  Wickliffe, 
Williams,  Yancey— 89. 

Nats. — ^Ueasra.  Anostroiw,  Arnold,  Bailey,  Koyes 
Barber,  Barringer,  Bartley,  Baylor,  Bockee,  Burges, 
Gaboon,  Chilton,  Condict,  Conner,  Cooper,  Cowlee, 
Crane,  Creightoo,  DeWitt,  Doddtit]^,  Duncan,  Ells- 
worth, Geo.  Evans,  Joshoa  Evans,  Edward  Everett, 
Horace  Enrett,  ilnob,  GUmore,  Grennell,  Hawkins, 
Hnghea,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingersoll,  Jennings, 
Johns,  Kendall,  Letcher,  Hartindiue,  Lewis  Maxwell, 
Meroer,  lUler,  Mtdileoberg,  Norton,  Fearce,  Pier- 
aon,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rose,  Ambrose  Spen- 
cer, Stephens,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor, 
Test,  Tance,  Vamnm,  Vinton,  Washington,  Whit- 
tlesey, WUtto,  Wingate,  Toung— M. 

ICr.  DuTHMT,  of  South  CaroUna,  and  Ur. 
Wkct,  of  Nov  Tork,  were,  at  their  own  re- 
qroest,  ezciued  from  TOting  on  the  queatioo, 
each  stating  that  he  was  interested  aa  a  stock- 
holder in  the  bank. 

Mr.  Haix,  of  North  Oarolma,  stated  to  the 
Honae  that  as  he  happened  to  he  without  the 
bar  the  Hoose  when  his  name  was  called,  he 
was  th««fore  pretended  from  voting,  bat  that 
he  would  have  voted  against  lining  the  reeoln- 
twns  on  the  table. 

Hr.  Abohks  rose  to  move  that  the  resolo- 
tions  be  printed;  but  the  admission  of  a  mo- 
tion Feqnuuw  noanimons  onuwt,  and  it  b^g 
ol^eoted  to,  tn«  motim  ftiled. 


VxraiSDAT,  May  12, 

The  House  resumed  the  oonrideration  of  the 
bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  daties  on 
imports,  with  the  depoulin^  amendments. 

The  question  nnder  oonndera^n  when  the 
Honse  acjjoamed  jesterd^,  was  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  601BA11  to  zeocHWder  an  amendment 
aneed  to^  conoeming  the  dntjr  on  iron,  &o. ; 
miidt  motion  grew  ont  the  adoption  of  the 
other  amendment  for  reducing  the  duty  on  salt. 

Mr.  GoBEAJc,  of  Massachusetts,  briefly  ex- 
plained hia  oi^jeot  in  tnfVtng  this  motion.  He 
considered  the  vote  npon  the  salt  duty  as  break- 
ing in  npon  the  present  system  of  revenae,  in- 
stead of  regulating  its  collectioD,  which  was  the 
object  of  the  ori^ial  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion. He  E4>p^ed  to  gentlemen  whether  it 
was  posuUe  to  pass  au;^  bill  on  this  suttjeet  at 


this  session,  if  the  whole  field  of  debate  was 
thus  thrown  open.  Mr.  Q.  concluded  by  ^ayiug, 
that,  under  this  view  of  the  case,  if  any  gentle- 
man would  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  upon 
the  salt  duty,  so  as  to  make  it  possible  to  agree 
npon  any  bill  a[>on  this  subject,  he  would,  to 
u^e  way  for  such  a  motion,  withdraw  the 
motion  which  he  had  made. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDOB,  of  Virginia,  having  intimated 
a  disposition  to  nuke  t^e  motion  si^gested  by 
the  member  from  Maseachusetts,  MrrOoBHAK 
withdrew  his  motion ;  and 

Mr.  DoDDBUKiB  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  upon  Mr.  Babbinobb^b  amendment  fbr  re- 
dooing  the  duty  on  rait. 

Mr.  Watks,  of  Geor^a,  asked  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  gentieman  from  Maft- 
sachosetts  to  renew  his  motion  if  the  pending 
motion  was  r^ected. 

Mr.  GoRHAH  decUmng  to  make  any  pledge 
on  thatpoint — 

Mr.  WATNx,  taking  it  for  granted  that  snch 
was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Gobbah,  made  a  de- 
cided speech  against  the  course  now  proposed, 
considering  it  as  a  mere  proportion,  call  it  by 
what  name  gentlemen  would,  of  banpun  and 
sale :  against  which  he  inveighed  wit£  consid- 
erable warmth  and  zeal. 

Mr.  Babkinokb,  of  North  Carolina,  depre- 
cated a  protracted  detuite  on  this  question  of 
recon^eration,  and  expressed  great  regret  that 
so  much  difficulty  should  exist  in  obtaining  a 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  this  necessary  of  life. 
He  dwelt  upon  the  course  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  in  reference  to  this  duty,  and  to  the 
tariff  generally,  and  noade  a  very  strong  appeal 
to  the  magnanimity  and  spirit  of  conciliation 
of  members  from  other  States  to  grant  this  lit- 
tie  boon  to  a  State  which  had  heretofore  asked 
for  so  litde,  and  submitted  so  cheerfully  to  the 
laws  r^limng  the  duties  on  imports,  and  to  the 
general  ie^skition  of  Congress,  mr.  B.  con- 
cluded his  speech  by  a  motion  for  the  previous 
question,  (vNiich  would  have  been  npon  the 
question  immediately  pending,  viz.,  reconndera- 
tion.) 

The  House  refused  to  second  the  previous 
question,  by  a  vote  of  98  to  83. 

Mjr.  Bbbd  said,  that  when  the  vote  of  the 
Hoose  was  taken  yesterday  to  reduce  the  duty 
on  salt,  he  was  surprised  at  the  result,  I  feared 
(stud  Mr.  R.)  that  I,  as  well  as  others,  bad  been 
remiss,  in  tiie  discharge  of  my  duty,  in  per- 
mitting the  question  to  be  taken  withoat  dis- 
cusdon.  I  am  aware  that  the  mun  aul^ject 
before  the  Honse  was  a  bill  to  enforce  the  due 
observance  of  our  revenue  Uwa,  and  to  prevent 
smngriiug  and  frand  in  their  execntion.  An 
am^mment  had  been  introduced  into  the  bill 
by  a  gentieman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
MoDuFFiB,)  materially  altering  the  tariff.  We 
have  had  for  a  number  of  days,  a  debate,  able 
and  spirited,  but  of  a  very  general  character, 
investigating  the  whole  tariff  principle.  I  sup- 
posed mat  to  investigate  the  subject  generally 
was  the  olject  of  the  debate^  and  I  had  no  ex- 
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peotation  that  any  changw  in  the  tariff  were 
contemplated  at  this  sessioD. 

The  Eunendment  referred  to  contuned  a 
nnmher  of  articles  on  which  a  reduction  of  the 
dutj  was  proposed-  In  the  discussion  before 
the  House,  little  or  nothing  has  been  said  as  to 
the  policy  or  expediency  of  reducing  the  duty 
on  those  articles.  Nor  has  any  thing  been  s^d 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  reduction  of  duty  on 
those  articles,  either  to  the  manufacturer  or 
coDBiiiner.  I  could  not  suppose  that  a  repeal 
of  any  dot^  was  serionaly  contemplate^  vitb- 
ont  a  more  particular  examination  of  toe  sub- 
jeot.  I  could  not  imagine  it,  becanse  this  House 
have  repeatedly  expressed  a  different  opinion 
by  their  votes,  and  because  they  had  on  the 
very  same  day  voted  entirely  Afferent  as  to 
other  amendments.  I  hope,  then,  sir,  this 
House  and  my  constituents  will  foreive  me,  if^ 
under  such  circumstances,  I  refnuned  from  say- 
ing that  which,  under  other  circumstances,  I 
should  have  felt  under  the  highest  obligations 
to  urge  upon  their  consideration.  I  trust  it  is 
not  too  late  yet;  and  I  beg  the  attention  of  the 
House  while  I  atate,  as  well  as  I  may  be  able, 
the  reasons  why  I  think  they  onght  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  of  yesterdfqr. 

I  have  been  no  advocate  for  the  tarifi^  but  I 
am  an  advocate  for  some  permanency  in  duties 
deeply  affecting  the  interests  of  all.  We  must 
have  rerenne.  We  shall  not  vote  for  direct 
taxes.  We  shtdl,  therefore,  continue  to  ruse 
revenue  by  duties  as  heretofore.  In  assessing 
this  tariff  of  duties,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing it  should  be  a  discriminating  tariff.  It  should 
have  reference  to  the  means  and  wants  of  the 
country — to  manufacturers  and  consumers.  ' 

Of  the  tariffs  that  have  passed  this  House,  in 
my  opinion  no  part  of  the  country  has  suffered 
more  than  that  which  I  have  the  nonor  to  rep- 
resent; and  I  am  qnite  sure' no  interest  in  the 
country  has  Buffered  so  mnoh  as  iho  navigati<m 
interest.  Without  sufficiently  examining  the 
snhject,  I  know  that  Interest  is  severely  oppress- 
ed by  high  duties,  and  it  is  ^ow  compelled  to 
contend  with  foreign  nations  under  great  dis- 
advantages.. I,  therefore,  have  always  hoped 
we  sbould  modify  the  tariff  of  1828,  made  un- 
der the  most  an£avorabIe  circumstances.  • 

No  subject  can  be  presented  to  statesmen,  of 
greater  difficulty  than  that  of  fixing  a  Just  and 
expedient  tariff,  unless  it  be  tbe  subject  of  al- 
tering and  repealing  a  tariff  wben  made.  If 
we  would  consult  the  public  good,  we  must  di- 
vest ourselves  of  party  spirit.  Borne  gentlemen 
contend  that  '*we  have  a  right  to  repeal  dntira 
when  we  please,  regardless  ^the  consequences 
to  manufacturers."  We  have  tiie  power,  the 
physical  power ;  but  do  we  possess  the  moral 
power  1  Are  we  not  bound  to  look  with  atten- 
tion and  regard  to  the  interests  of  all,  and  every 
part }  Whatever  might  have  been  our  political 
views  or  votes  in  Congress,  are  we  not  bound 
to  regard  and  protect,  as  for  as  we  may  be  able, 
those  interests  which  have  grown  up  in  conse- 
quence of  the  laws  and  regulations  of  our  coun- 
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try?  I  have  always  felt  and  aoknoTledged 
these  obligations,  and  endeavored  to  act  accord- 
ingly. I  have  always  admitted  the  rights  and 
claims  of  minorities ;  and,  in  that  view,  I  have 
always  given  full  weight  to  the  representations 
of  the  South.  Hinonties  have  rights,  and  ma- 
jorities are  morally  bound  to  regard  them.  If 
southern  people  ore  suffering  as  they  represent, 
and  those  sufferings  result  from  our  tariff  laws, 
those  laws  ou^t  to  be  modified.  But  these 
are  questions  which  must  first  be  decided ;  and 
as  prospni^  and  adve^ty  are  but  compan- 
tive,  the  Interests  of  the  whole  and  the  parts 
must  be  carefully  examined.  Our  duties  were 
laid  for  revenue,  but  adi^ted  to  the  ritnation 
of  the  country  and  the  wants  of  the  country, 
and  were  calculated  to  call  forth  the  effort  of 
the  country  to  relieve  those  wants.  If  valua- 
ble interests  have  grown  n^  under  such  a  state 
of  things — ^under  the  fostenng  influence  of  our 
laws,  who  would  wantonly  destroy  such  inter- 
ests? I  trust,  no  one.  Sound  policy  forbids 
frequent  innovation  upon  these  subjects.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  prop^y,  our  Goveroment  is  one  of 
the  worst  pomble,  unless  there  be  permanence 
in  our  principles  uid  policy.  No  wise  man  can 
consider  the  question,  as  now  presented,  to  be 
what  would  have  been  wise  and  good  in  rela- 
tion to  the  tariff,  and  decide  accordingly.  No ;  a 
very  different  state  of  things  is  presented.  Our 
great  duty  now  is,  to  look  at  the  laws,  and  the 
mterests  of  the  country,  superinduced  by  those 
laws,  and  do  what  is  right  and  expedient.  We 
must  view  things  as  they  now  are  ? 

The  interest  of  every  part  should  be  cousult- 
ed.  I  am  always  happy  to  hear  a  member  of 
this  floor  state  the  situation  of  bis  own  constit- 
uents ;  and  I  have  never  had  any  he«tatioD  in 
presenting,  as  fkr  as  I  might  be  able,  tJie  sitoa- 
tion  of  thau  whtnn  I  have  the  honor  to  r^re- 
sent.  In  that  way  we  obtain  aotusl  knowledge 
of  the  situation  of  the  country,  and  are  enabled 
to  act  wisely,  If  we  are  governed  by  the  knowl- 
edge we  obttun.  The  subject  now  under  con- 
sideration, the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  salt,  either 
in  part  or  whole,  is  one  of  importance  to  all, 
and  more  eapecislly  to  those  engaged  in  the 
'  manufacture.  Salt  manufactories  hare  grown 
up  under  governmental  recommendations  and 
governmental  enoour^ement. 

As  I  esteem  the  early  history  of  our  country 
invaluable,  allow  me  to  ask  you  to  go  as  far 
back  as  JtUy,  177S — ^tbe  very  period  of  the  deo- 
laration  of  our  Independence.  No  salt  ma 
thai  manuftotured  in  this  country.  What  was 
the  situation  of  the  country  in  relation  to  salt, 
BO  necessary  to  life  itself?  A  few  recollect; 
others  have  heard.  I  will  refer  to  some  short 
abstracts  from  the  journals  of  the  old  Congress, 
lest  there  should  be  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  <Hie. 

In  July,  lT?6,afew  days  after  the  decUntion  of 
indepenaence,  a  committee  of  thirteen  (one  from 
each  of  the  States)  were  ai^nted  to  make  inquiry 
for  virgin  lead,  leaden  ore,  and  the  best  method  of 
ofdleotiog,  ameltiog,  and  reflning  it  *,  and,  tm  the 

Digitized  by  Google 


Th«  TariJ^—SaU. 


BBBATES  OF  GONaRESS. 


75 


IUt,  1880L] 


Th»  Tariff—Salt. 


[fl.  ov  R. 


Mme  AMjf  the  wme  conunhtee  were  directed,  in 
the  receai  of  Cwgreaa,  to  inquire  into  the  e*siest 
and  chetpest  method  of  mddng  salt  in  these 
ootooiefl. 

December  29,  1115.  Retoiv^  That  as  the  im- 
portation of  any  universally  necessary  commodity, 
and  the  exportatioa  of  oar  produce  to  porcbasft 
the  same,  must  giye  proportionably  greater  oppor^ 
tmiity  to  our  enemies  of  making  depredationfl  on 
the  property  of  the  iohabitaDts  of  these  colonies, 
and  of  occasionally  distressing  them  by  intercept* 
log  soch  commodities,  it  is  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  sfiTeral  aasembties  or  oonTentioos  imme- 
ffiately  to  {Remote,  by  snfBcient  pobUe  enoonrage- 
ments,  tite  making  salt  in  th^r  respecUve  colonies. 

Uay  80,  1776.  Reaolvtd,  That  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  Committees  of  Obserration  and  Inspec- 
tion in  the  United  Goloniei  so  to  regulate  the  price 
of  salt  as  to  prerent  uireuonable  exactions  on  the 
part  of  the  seller,  Ac 

December  0, 1776.  Whereat,  in  consequence  of 
many  complaints  that  engrossers  had  distressed 
the  public  by  raising  salt  to  an  ex6i4>ltant  price,  the 
Coandl  of  &fety  of  Fennsylrania,  vlth  the  appro- 
bation of  Congress,  took  the  management  of  the 
aiSur  into  their  hands,  and  hare  endearored,  by  as 
just  and  equal  a  distribution  at  possible  of  the  salt 
unported  from  time  to  time,  to  supply  the  different 
parts  of  the  country,  yet  it  Is  found  upon  trial,  Ac, 
that  the  remedy  has  been  ineffectual ;  and,  on  the 
eoDtrary,  salt  continues  scarcer  and  dearer  in  this 
port,  than  when  no  regulations  bare  been  tned : 
therefore,  Jtaolved,  That  It  be  recommended  to  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  to  take  off  all 
reatnunt  upon  the  sale  of  salt,  &c. 

June  8,  1777.  Rt»olv«d,  That  a  committee  of 
three  be  appi^ted  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
supplying  the  TTidted  States  with  salt. 

June  13,  1777.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  several  States  to  offer  such  liberal  en- 
couragement to  persons  importing  salt,  as  they 
shall  judge  will  be  effecttial,  Ac.  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  several  States  to  erect  and  en- 
conrage,  in  the  most  liberal  and  dbotoal  manner, 
ffmer  mxAs  for  the  making  of  salt. 

July  17,  1777.  That,  in  consideration  of  the 
scarcity  of  salt,  Jfcc.,  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
take  the  most  effectual  and  speedy  measures  for  Im- 


porting into  different  parts  of  this  continent  large 
qURititiea  of  that  article.  Ac. 

Ootober  SS,  1777.  Whereas  there  Is  an  imme- 
diate  demand  for  the  article  afbresald,  In  the  mid- 
dle district,  (referring  to  other  resolatioos  respect- 
mgsalt,) 

JUtolved,  That  the  supreme  executire  auUiorities 
of  the  States  of  HasaaohuBetts  Bay  and  Connecticut 
be  respectively  requested  to  asmst  the  Commissary 
General  of  Fnrcbaaes  in  procuring  wagons  or  teams 
for  removing  twelve  thousand  bushels  of  ult  from 
the  eastern  to  the  nuddle  district,  Ac,  and  in  re- 
moving the  salt  from  tbence  to  such  [daoea  on  the 
Korth  Biver  as  he  shall  judge  most  convenient. 

The  above  extracts  from  tbe  records  of  the 
old  Congress  show  most  cotudunTely^  tbe  situa- 
tion of  the  country  at  that  time,  and  their  dis- 
tress for  the  want  of  this  necessary  of  life. 
They  show  tiie  anxiety  that  they  felt  to  intro- 
duce the  mauafactare  of  salt  into  the  country, 
and  that  tliey  used  all  ibia  power  tlwy  then  had 
to  encourage  it. 


At  that  time,  the  manuCaotnre  of  edt  from 
sea  water,  by  solar  eTi^koralion,  was  com- 
menced in  my  neighborhood  and  district.  In 
the  beginning,  their  inventioiis  were  erode  and 
imperfect,  but  the  manofacturd  has  steadily  ad- 
vanced, and  improvements  have  constantly  been 
made  from  that  time  to  the  present.  No  patent 
was  taken,  and  their  improvements  have  been 
introdaced  into  Bhode  Island,  Gonnecticnt, 
New  Tork,  New  Jersey,  North  GaroUna,  and 
other  places,  and  may  be  used  by  all  who  feel 
indinw  to  nse  them. 

At  present,  as  appears  by  the  retonij  they 
have  fn  Uanaohnsetta,  and  principally  m  my 
district,  a  capital  invested  in  the  manufacture 
of  salt,  amounting  to  one  million  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-fonr  thousand  five  hundred  and  ser- 
enty-six  dollars.  They  manufacture  annually 
five  hundred  and  three  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eighty-six  bushels  of  salt,  of  the  best  qual- 
ity, and  fit  for  any  use  whatever,  fully  equal  to 
alnm  or  Turk's  Mand  salt. 

Permit  me  to  inquire  for  a  few  mmutM  what 
has  been  the  I^palatitBi  of  our  Government 
□pon  this  snbject. 

In  the  very  commencement  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment, in  1789,  a  duty  of  six  and  a  quarter  cents 
per  bushel  was  laid  npon  the  importaUon  of 
salt.  This  dnty  was  undoubtedly  laid  for  rev- 
enue ;  but  have  we  not  every  reason  to  believe 
that  those  men  who  oomposed  that  Congress, 
and  who  were  in  part  the  same  men  who  com- 
posed the  old  Congress,  had  a  full  knowled^ 
and  recollection  of  the  acts  of  that  Oongress  m 
relation  to  salt!  Had  they  not  a  full  Knowl- 
edge of  the  distress  of  the  country,  and  the  ex- 
orbitant price  -paid  for  the  article?  and  had 
they  not,  in  furtherance  of  tbe  repeated  resolu- 
tions and  recommendations  of  the  old  Congress 
the  intention,  by  laying  the  duty,  to  encourage 
its  manufacture  t  I  cannot  beliere  It  admits  of 
doubt.  In  August,  1790,  the  salt  tax  was  raised 
to  twelve  cents  per  bushel.  In  1707,  to  twenty 
cents.  This  duty  was  oontinned  until  1807, 
when  it  was  repealed ;  the  repeal  had  a  bad  and 
almost  ruinous  effect  upon  the  manufacturer, 
with  very  littie  temporary  benefit  to  the  con- 
sumer. In  the  year  1818,  the  same  duty  of 
twenty  cents  per  bushel  was  laid.  This  act 
was  limited  to  continue  nntil  one  year  after  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  no  longer.  Hence  it  has 
been  called  a  war  dnty  in  this  House.  I  per- 
ceive not  the  distinction  attempted  to  be  set  up, 
but  let  gentiemen  remember,  that,  on  the  ex- 
piration of  the  period  Ibnited,  in  April,  1816, 
the  limitation  was  removed,  and  tiie  tax  was 
made  as  perpetual  as  any  other  t&x.  It  has 
continued  from  that  period  until  the  present. 
Under  the  influence  of  this  dnty,  the  various 
salt  manufactories,  on  the  seaboard  and  in  the 
interior,  have  bran  brought  into  operation. 
They  have  been  every  year  increasing.  They 
have  been  in  a  great  measure  sacoeasfd.  New 
improvements  have  been  added  every  year  in 
the  cheapness  and  quality  of  the  salt.  The 
capital  employed,  I  think,  must  exceed  eight 
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millioiiB  of  dollars.  It  can  be  used  for  no  other 
purpose.  We  manufacture  at  this  time,  in  the 
country,  nearly  five  millions  of  bushels  yearly, 
and  more  than  half  the  average  quantity  used 
for  fourteen  years  past.  The  competition  in 
the  market  on  the  seaboard,  where  foreign  salt 
must  be  brought,  has  reduced  the  price  very 
mach.   It  could  not  be  much  reduced  by  a  re- 

Eeal  of  the  duty,  and  in  a  few  years  would  be 
igher  if  the  duty  was  repealed.  Bait  is  import- 
ed priDcipally  in  ships  as  ballast  The  importer 
guns  litue,  very  little,  for  freight,  for  the  rea- 
son I  have  given ;  otherwise,  a  fur  charge  for 
freight  would  be  three  times  what  is  now  ob- 
tained. I  regret  it,  on  account  of  the  mer- 
chant ;  but  in  Buch  a  case,  he  ought  and  must 
yield  his  profit  fur  the  public  good. 

It  should  be  understood  that  the  manufacture 
of  salt  on  the  seaboard  can  be  successfully  pros- 
ecuted with  a  small  capitaL  Those  who  are  no 
longer  able  to  pursue  the  life  of  seamen,  in 
many  cases  erect  a  small  manufactory  for  salt. 
■There  are  more  than  eight  hundred  of  these 
small  fitctories  in  my  district ;  their  salt  is  taken 
away  in  small  vesselB,  and  carried  to  market  to 
TarioDs  parts  of  the  country.  Nothing  con  be 
BO  well  calculated  to  produce  severe  competi- 
tion, and  tiiereby  reduce  the  price,  as  uiese 
manufacturers  meeting  the  importer.  Their 
competitiou  with  each  other,  and  with  the  im- 
porter, has  reduced  it  to  the  lowest  price,  Dt>t 
excee^Dg  thirty  cents  for  fifty-six  pounds. 

But  some  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose  that 
the  duty  on  salt  is  no  part  of  the  tari£f.  What 
is  the  tariff!  What  do  gentlemen  understand 
by  encouragement  to  manufactures  ?  Have  we 
any  law  by  which  manufactures  are  encouraged, 
other  than  the  tariff  of  duties  on  the  importa- 
tion of  similar  articles  f  Have  we  any  pledge 
for  the  permuienc7  of  those  laws,  except  it  be 
the  wisdom  and  discretion  of  Confess  }  Have 
I  not  shown  that  salt  was  an  artiole  for  which 
tiie  country  suffered  much  in  the  days  of  the 
revolution — that  they  were  anxious  then  to  en- 
courage it — that  the  laws,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government^  and  especially  since 
1816,  more  than  fourteen  years,  nave  had  that 
effect ;  and  are  we  not  to  suppose  they  were 
intended  to  have  that  effect?  Is  it  not  an  ar- 
ticle essential  to  life,  and,  therefore,  to  inde- 
pendence ? 

Who,  then,  can  say,  with  any  plauability, 
that  the  duties  on  salt  were  not  intended  to 
bring  forward  and  encourage  its  manufacture, 
at  least  as  mnoh  as  tiiot  of  any  other  article  in 
the  tariff!  How  are  we  to  leam  what  article 
is  to  be  protected,  but  from  the  duties  and  the 
lawt 

Huoh  has  been  said  of  the  exorbitant  price 
paid  for  salt  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 
Yet,  by  the  mercy  of  a  kind  Providence,  the 
whole  ocean  affords  the  means  of  prodnoing  it 
and  springs  much  salter  than  the  ocean  abound 
in  the  interior,  in  various  parts  of  the  country ; 
and  all  now  have  skill  to  manufacture  s(dt 
The  prloe  is  not,  as  it  onoe  ma,  high  in  any 
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,  part  of  the  connti7.  Neither  tiie  pow  nor  rich 
are  suffering  on  that  account.  Salt,  compared 
to  its  value,  is  heavy,  and  transportation  ex- 
pensive. The  price,  therefore,  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  depend  upon  the  distance  it  is  trans- 
ported on  roads,  and  the  character  of  those 
roads.  But,  inconsiderately,  the  price  of  trans- 
portation is  chai^fed  to  the  duty.  The  price  of 
salt  on  the  seaboard  is  regular  and  reasonable. 
Our  duties,  in  the  first  instance,  if  they  affect 
the  price  at  all,  can  only  affect  it  on  tiie  sea- 
boora,  where  it  is  imported.  How,  then,  can 
men  expect  relief  in  the  interior  so  much  talked 
about  t  I  know  it  may  be  a  popular  subject  to 
hold  out  to  a  certain  class  of  men,  but  it  is  do* 
lu^ve.  The  price  is  now  low  where  it  is  im- 
ported. The  very  duties  so  much  complidned 
of,  have  contributed  to  keep  it  low,  and  pre- 
vent fiuctuations;  and  the  relief  sought  by 
those  alone  who  have  occasion  of  complunt,  is 
sought  from  a  wrong  source.  Reduce  the  price 
of  transportation  by  canals,  railroads,  or  other 
good  roads,  and  then  the  object  will  be  effected, 
and  not  till  then.  Then,  indeed,  will  the  poor 
farmer — and  no  dass  of  men  are  entitied  to 
higher  respect  and  condderation — find  reliet 
I  regret  to  find  so  mnoh  oppodtion  to  this  duty 
from  the  Bouth.  The  manufiBcturOTS  at  the 
North  take  th^  flour  and  com,  and  would  de- 
sire to  famish  them  with  salt  in  exchange. 
Both  are  necessaries,  for  rich  and  poor,  and  uie 
exchange  might  be  mutually  beneficial.  It  has 
been  carried  on  to  some  extent,  and  was  par- 
ticularly beneficial  during  the  late  war. 

It  has  been  ut^ed,  with  great  spirit,  that  cer- 
tain monopolists  have  charged  an  extravogant 
price  for  salt,  and  oppressed  the  people.  I  am 
as  hostile  to  monopobes  and  monopolists  as  any 
man.  But  one  case  of  the  kind.  I  believe,  is 
known.  Where  is  that)  Far  in  the  interior 
where  a  duty  of  five  or  ten  coits  oonld  not  in 
the  smallest  degree  affect  the  price.  Honopo- 
lies,  in  this  free  and  enterprismg  country,  can 
never  exist  to  any  considerable  extent,  and  they 
will  be  of  short  duration.  A  high  price  will 
have  the  effect  to  call  forth  the  efforts  ofj^e 
enterpri^ng — new  salt  springs  will  be  discov- 
ered, and  transportation  will  be  facilitated — the 
price  will  be  reduced — good  will  come  out  of 
evil.  Our  legidation  ought  not,  in  the  present 
case,  to  be  influenced  by  these  cases  of  com- 
plunt,  because  we  are  le^slating  for  the  nation ; 
and  if  our  laws  are  particularly  prepared  f6r 
the  few  exceptions  named,  tiiey  will  be  illy 
adapted  to  the  wants  and  interests  of  tiie  n»^ 
tion ;  and,  besides,  it  is  a  perfect  answer  in  the. 
present  case,  that  our  legislation  could  not  af- 
ford the  relief  so  much  denred. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Ur.  Watks,) 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  is  greatiy  displeased 
with  the  proposition  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
yesterday.  He  speaks  in  harsh  language,  and 
calls  it  bargfdn  and  sale.  Sir,  I  trust  gentlemen 
will  not  be  deterred  from  doing  their  duty  by 
any  censure  or  denun<»ation  from  any  quarter, 
Om  whole  Govemment,  from  its  o(Hnmenee* 
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ment  to  this  time,  has  been  a  system  of  oonces- 
Aoa  and  compromise.  We  could  aot  exist  if  it 
were  otherwise.  B;  compromise,  I  mean  hon- 
orable and  jost  compromise — I  mean  that  mn- 
taal  forbearance  and  regard  to  the  interests  of 
otiiers  which  should  indnce  each  to  yield  some- 
thing of  what  might  seem  most  for  the  inter- 
ests (tf  his  constitnents.  We  are  l^slating  for 
all.  The  South  hare  called  upon  ns  londly  to 
afford  them  relief.  They  oomplidn  of  great  dis- 
tress. They  ask  ns  to  yield,  to  compromise. 
Distress  is  comparatiTe,  and  the  relief  called 
for  may  he  qneadonable — bat  that  the  North, 
the  majori^,  are  bound  to  examine  and  inves- 
tigate the  subject,  I  have  no  doaht.  We  are 
bound  to  examine,  because  it  may  be  the  duty 
of  the  North  to  yield  something  of  their  own 
interest  by  way  of  compromise.  The  various 
interests  of  the  country  are  a  subject  of  com- 
promise, and  so  are  the  various  manu&ctures 
of  the  country.  One  part  of  the  country  pro- 
duces  one  article  of  manufacture,  and  another 
part  of  the  country  another  article.  ST  a  re- 
duction of  duties  be  proposed,  the  whole  sab- 
ject  ought  to  be  thoroughly  and  candidly  ex- 
amined. The  subject  ought  not  to  be  touched 
under  the  influence  of  lo(^  or  political  feeliogs. 
The  true  spirit  of  an  honorable  compromise,  re- 
garding the  good  of  others  as  well  as  our  own, 
ought  to  influence  our  conduct.  Iron  is  pro- 
duced in  some  parts  of  the  country,  sugar  in 
others,  lead  in  others,  &c.  Shall  we  repeal  the 
duty,  at  once,  on  one  of  the  articles  named,  be- 
cause our  own  part  of  the  country  may  not 
happen  to  produce  the  article,  and,  of  course, 
are  consumers?  If  that  narrow  principle  should 
prevful,  we  should  immediately  repeal  the  tariff 
on  evNy  article.  For  in  the  moduotiim  of 
-what  article  la  one-tblrd  of  the  United  States 
directly  interested!  We  must  act  upon  the 
principle  of  mutual  compromise,  and  that  lib- 
eral principle  of  pdttioal  as  well  as  moral  Atitf. 
whicn  shall  indnoe  us  to  regard  the  good  of 
others  as  well  aa  our  own. 

In  application  to  the  suhjeot  immediately  be- 
fore ua,  I  do  not  object  to  considering  the  tariff; 
I  think  it  might  be  modified,  amended,  and 
partialljy  repealed,  much  for  the  benefit  of  all. 
But  this  is  not  the  proper  course.  We  should 
not  take  one  isolated  artide,  and  repeal  it.  By 
BO  d/aag,  we  sliould  not  act  liberally,  or  as 
statesmen  onAt  to  act  I  hoped  that  tiie  tariff 
would  have  Men  modified,  and  I  believe  it 
might,  but  for  the  Indiscriminate  zeal  and  un- 
warrantable violence  of  a  part,  at  least,  of  those 
who  manifest  great  hostihty  against  all  manu- 
factures.  I  think  nothing  is  wanting  to  effect 
beneficial  amendments,  hut  a  temper  of  moder- 
ation and  forbearance  which  will  resolt  in  mu- 
tual compromise. 

It  has  been  urged  with  warmth  by  a  number 
who  have  spoken  upon  the  subject,  that  salt  is 
a  necessary  of  life,  used  by  the  poor  as  weU  as 
the  ridi,  and  that  on  that  account  the  duty 
ought  to  be  repealed.  It  has  been  the  wisdom 
and  p<^i(7  o£  all  dvilixed  nati<nia  to  produce,  if 
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possible,  within  tiieir  own  country,  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  Is  such  policy  questionable  f 
Our  own  wants  and  distresses,  and  especially 
the  distress  of  the  poor  for  salt  within  me  rec- 
ollection of  some  gentiemen  who  now  hear 
me,  ought  to  be  a  conclu^ve  answer  upon  this 
point  The  duty  paid  upon  salt  for  a  nnmbw 
of  yean  past)  has  not  increased,  although  the 
number  of  inhabitants  has  doubled.  The  man- 
u&ctories  have  increased  as  fast  as  the  people. 
Destroy  these  manufactories,  and  the  price  of 
salt  would  not  be  diminiahedj  even  in  time  of 
fnen^y  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  be- 
cause present  prices  would  not  more  than  pay 
a  reasonable  freight,  and,  if  twice  the  quantity 
were  imported,  it  could  not  be  brought  in  bal- 
lot, as  at  present,  for  little  or  no  compensa- 
tion; nor  would  merchants  consent  to  do  it, 
were  it  not  for  their  manufacturing  competitors. 
But  suppose  any  interruption  of  our  friendly 
relations  shoold  occur,  what  would  then  be  our 
situation?  lUdi  and  poor,  but  especially  the 
poqr,  must  sufifor  as  tiiey  have  done  for  the 
wapt  of  salt  As  an  hulepoidait  nation,  we 
ought  not  to  be  snigject  to  such  casualties,  but 
we  ought  to  have  the  means  ot  subristenca 
within  ourselves. 

I  am  ready  at  any  time  to  examine  and  re- 
vise the  tariff.  I  have  no  doubt  it  can  be  im- 
proved ;  but  I  protest  ^r^nst  taking  .a  single 
article.  No  portion  of  tiie  country  has  been 
Tin  my  opinion)  so  severely  taxed  as  that  which 
I  represent ;  and  no  interest  so  severely  taxed 
as  the  navigating  interest.  Shall  they  have  no 
relief?  Is  salt  uie  only  wUde  affecting  manu- 
factures, worthy  of  our  notice?  I  have  always 
believed  that  we  could  easily  ameliorate  the  po- 
litieal  tariff  of  1628,  without  injury  toaajm- 
terest. 

Salt  is  an  essential  of  lifb.  The  importance 
of  its  mannfincture  cannot  be  questioned.  The 
greater  part  used  is  now  manufactured  in  this 
ooantry.  Thenianu£u!t(Hdes  are  increasing  and 
improving.  The  price  of  salt,  owing  to  the 
competition  of  manufacturers  and  importers,  is 
kept  pretty  steady  and  low,  and  will  be  grad- 
ually reduced.  I  trust,  under  such  circum- 
stances, we  shsll  not  repeal  the  duty  on  salt, 
and  that  the  vote  of  yesterday,  which  I  think 
passed  without  mature  consideration,  will  be 
reconddered. 

Hi,  YiNTOir  said:  After  the  repeated  de- 
cisions of  the  House,  during  tiw  present  session, 
against  tiie  ndnotion  of  the  duty  on  salt,  I  must 
confess  I  did  not  anticipate  the  vote  of  yester- 
day, on  that  branch  of  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Oarolina  (Mr.  MoDuffie) 
to  the  bill  then  under  confflderation.  It  was 
my  intention  to  have  ^ven  a  silent  vote  on  that 
bill ;  but  considering  that  proposition  to  be  a 
blow  struck  at  the  whole  system  of  domestic 
indnstiy,  dependent  as  that  system  is,  and  ever 
must  be,  upon  all  its  parts  for  support,  I  cannot 
re&un  from  saying  that  that  vote  did  not 
merely  surprise  me,  but  filled  me  with  alarm 
.  for  the  aafoty  of  tbe  mana&otoring  interest  in 
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Oonld  I  have  at  all  antu^wted  the 
reeolt  of  the  vote  then  ahoat  to  be  given,  I 
should  not  have  permitted  it  to  pass  in  aUenoe. 
The  only  apology  I  eball  now  offer  for  throw- 
ing myself  npon  the  attention  of  the  House,  is, 
that  some  of  my  constituents  have  a  direct,  and 
all  of  them  an  indirect,  interest  in  this  ques- 
tion, and  they  all  woold,  in  my  opinion,  he  ma- 
terially injnred  hy  Uie  proposed  redaction  of 
daty.  I  cannot  think  the  extent  of  the  domes- 
tic mannfactnre  of  salt,  and  the  importanoe  of 
that  interest,  were  generally  understood,  or  had 
been  attentively  considered  by  the  House,  be- 
fore the  vote  ot  yesterday.  In  the  scale  of  im- 
portance, I  think  the  manufacture  of  salt  stands 
oeradedly  next  after  the  great  fiibrlcs  of  cotton, 
wool,  iron,  and  leather.  The  annual  oonsamp- 
tlon  of  salt  in  the  United  States  does  not  vary 
very  far  from  eight  millions  of  bushels.  Of  thiB 
amount,  ahont  five-eighths  are  (Mf  domestic  pro- 
duction. It  appears  from  the  last  finandal  re- 
port, that  the  importation  of  salt  during  the 
year  A.  D.  1828,  wnich  went  into  the  consump- 
tion of  the  country,  amounted  to  two  million 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  four 
hundred  and  eighty-six  bushels  of  fifty-six 
pounds  each.  The  home  mannfaoture  may  be 
set  down  at  aboat  five  millions  of  bushels.  The 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  mode 
at  Che  present  seaBicHL  on  the  subject  of  the 
manofkotare  of  salt,  gives  tiie  retams  of  the 
home  mannfitctare  at  three  milllion  <^at  hun- 
dred and  four  thousand  two  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  bushels.  It  will  be  recollected 
that,  for  want  of  precise  information,  the 
amount  maDufaotured  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania is  omitted.  He  has,  however,  collected 
such  data  as  to  justify  in  estimating  the 
amount  manufactured  in  different  parts  of  that 
State  at  seven  or  eight  hundred  thousuid  bush- 
els. In  the  tabular  statement  of  the  return 
from  Ohio,  I  notice  a  mistake  has  been  com- 
mitted of  sixty  or  eighty  thousand  bush^ ;  the 
return  of  the  manu&cture  in  one  neighborhood 
being  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  barrels, 
which  in  the  table  is  erroneously  set  down  at 
that  number  of  bushels  only.  There  are  in  the 
district  that  I  represent  several  manufactories 
not  noticed,  which  must  produce  some  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  bushels  in  all.  The  Treasury  De- 
partment, I  presume,  were  not  apprised  of  their 
existence ;  and  there  are  doubtless  many  other 
small  establishments  in  different  seottons  of  the 
country,  of  which  they  have  no  knowledge  at 
that  department  The  amount  of  capital  In- 
vested In  thU  branch  of  manufacture  may  be 
put  down  at  fire  millions  of  dollars,  all  of 
which,  I  shall  endeavor  to  show,  will  be  put  in 
jeopardy  by  the  redaction  of  duty.  The  do- 
mestic is  now  nqiidly  gaining  ground  npon  the 
imported  article.  The  consumption  c£  salt 
imported  into  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1796,  when  the  population  of  the  country  was 
only  about  one-third  its  present  number,  ex- 
ceeded the  consumption  for  the  year  1828,  that 
year  being  the  last  Treasury  letam.    The  im- 


portation for  the  three  years  prece^ng  1888 
oonsiderably  diminished,  till,  in  that  year,  it 
ftU  down  to  the  amoont  before  stated. 

How  is  thb  fact  to  be  accounted  for  ?  Has 
the  consumption  of  the  country  dlmini^ed  in 
this  necessary  of  Hfb,  whUe  its  population  has 
been  inravadngt  The  true  solution  is,  that  tho 
domestic  production  has  been  rapidly  iuoreaa- 
ing,  and  by  its  competition  pressiag  the  foreign 
salt  into  narrower  limits,  or  driving  it  out  of 
market.  The  efi'ect  of  this  competition  is  to 
cheapen  the  price  of  the  foreign  article.  It  is 
a  consideration  of  much  importance,  that  the 
manufacture  of  salt  is  more  generally  diShsed 
through  the  country  thui  any  one  <^  tbs  grut 
interots,  the  protection  isl  which  has  engrossed 
the  attention  of  Congress.  Nature  has  so  dis- 
tributed her  bounties  in  the  diflhaoon  tiie 
sources  of  this  branch  of  manufacture,  that  no 
considerable  section  of  the  country  need  be  de- 
pendent upon  another  tat  the  supply  of  this 
necessary  article  of  human  snbEOstenoe. 

Hassaohusetts,  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Ylrgiuiaj  and  Ohio  are  the  States  that  take  the 
lead  in  its  manufacture.  But  there  is  scarcely 
a  State  in  any  section  of  the  Union,  that  does 
not  manufacture  it  to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 
On  the  whole  line  of  our  seashore,  and  espe- 
cially along  the  coasts  of  the  Southern  States 
and  Florida,  great  natural  fitoilities  must  every- 
where exist  for  its  production,  while  the  in- 
terior is  supplied  -snSi  inezhanstiUe  subter- 
ranean springs  of  Bfdt  water.  Permit  me,  sir, 
to  direct  your  attention  to  the  state  of  this 
mwufacture  in  the  difiierent  distiiots  of  coun- 
try where  it  is  carried  on,  and  see  whether  it 
can  be  sustained  under  the  proposed  reduction 
of  duty.  Amoug  the  New  England  States, 
MassachuBetts  is  the  most  deeply  interested, 
having  near  two  millions  of  dollars  invested  in 
that  branch  of  bnalnesB.  The  document  before 
mentioned  shows  that  it  is  there  barely  a  Itvinjf 
busioeas,  the  profits  being  reduced,  at  least,  to 
a  level  with  labor  in  other  employments. 

The  proposed  reduction  must,  therefore,  In- 
evitably nim  the  manufacture  in  that  section  of 
country.  How' will  it  be  hi  New  York,  where 
the  manufacture  is  carried  on  more  extensively 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union  t  The 
same  document  also  diows  that  it  is  with  diffi- 
culty the  manufacturer  can  sustain  himself.  I 
understand  the  domestic  salt  finds  its  way  into 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  is  strugglinff  with 
the  foreign  production  for  that  great  market. 

The  domestic  competition  has  so  reduced  the 
price,  that  imported  salt  will  not  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  freight,  and  comes  in  almost  wholljr  as 
ballast ;  and,  coming  in  this  way,  it  pqrs  bttla 
or  no  freight. 

Suppose^  sir,  yon  reduce  the  duty  to  ten 
cents,  how  would  the  matter  stand  betwera  the 
domestic  manufacturer  and  the  importer? 

"Hie  average  valne  of  foreign  salt  is  set  down, 
in  the  commercial  report  at  eight  cents  per 
bushel,  which,  from  the  best  information  I  can 
get,  is  at  least  its  Aill  cost  abroad ;  duty,  ten 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  GONGBESa. 


79 


Mat,  1880.] 

centB;  T"ftlHng  the  ooet,  independent  of  freight, 
eighteen  cents.  The  cost  of  prodnotion  at  the 
New  York  works  is  eight  imd  a  half  cents;  dutj 
to  the  State,  twelve  and  a  half  oenta;  cost 
of  barrels,  fire  cents  per  bushel ;  making  the 
coat  twenty-six  cents  per  bushel  when  ready 
for  maricet ;  fairing  a  difference  in  cost,  inde- 
pwuient  of  freight,  o£  ei«^t  cents  per  bushel  in 
&Tor  oS  the  importer.  The  ibreign  salt  comes 
in  bulk  as  well  «a  in  baUlot,  titras  saving  the  ez- 
pmse  of  barrels.  But  the  domestic  salt  has  not 
the  advantage  of  goii^  to  market  as  ballast-^t 
most  fr^ht  and  tolls  on  the  canal,  and 
fidght  down  the  Hudson  to  the  city.  Is  it  not 
^^Mrent  that,  in  this  state  of  the  trade,  the  fur- 
«gn  salt  would  drive  the  domestic  out  of  the 
market  of  New  York,  and  transfer  the  theatre 
of  competition  from  the  city  to  the  very  doors 
oS  the  manufacturer,  and,  in  any  great  revnl- 
non  of  trade,  break  him  down  even  there  I 

Fermit  me,  sir,  to  present  Uiis  operation  in 
another  aspect.  The  foreign  and  domestic  salt 
meet  and  enter  into  competition  in  the  city : 
the  fyemgo.  wwM  pay  a  dnt7  of  ten  oenta,  and 
the  latter  d  twelve  and  a  buf  cents  per  bushel. 
X  say  he  would  p^r  it^  beoanse  to  the  maanfiac- 
turer  it  is  precisely  the  same  tldng  whether  he 
pay*  t^at  sum  into  Uie  Treasury  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  or  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  He  would  pay,  then,  two  and  a  half 
cents  per  bushel  more  duty  than  the  importer. 
"Iho  cost  of  the  forei^  article  being  only  eight 
cents,  the  difference  is  thirty-two  per  cent,  on 
that  cost,  and  isMxaotly  the  same  thing  as  if  a 
disorimioating  doty  of  thirty-two  per  cent 
were  imposed  in  fovor  of  the  importer  of  the 
foreign  product  It  is  needless  to  say  that  this 
great  and  valuable  ooDceru  most  sink  in  that 
State^  if  such  an  advantage  is  given  to  the  for- 
eign over  the  domestio  product  Hie  compe- 
tition is  now  80  closely  contested,  that  the  con- 
smner  of  fit»^gn  salt  is,  in  point  u  fact,  relieved 
from  the  payment  of  firevht  But  suppose  the 
duty  rednoed,  uid  the  £}mestic  manufacturer 
broken  up,  what,  then,  would  be  the  course  of 
trade  ?  The  importation  would  then  become  a 
regular  business,  and  salt  could  afibrd  to  pay 
freight 

A  part  of  the  navigation  of  the  country  would 
go  into  the  salt  trade  for  the  freight  The  con- 
Bom^  would  pay  ten  cents  less  duty  than  be- 
fore ;  but  he  would  pay  ten  cents  more  for  the 
freight,  and  consequenll^  would  find  himself 

Sredsely  where  he  now  ul  with  this  important 
iflbrenoe — he  has  anniiiilated  a  lai^  amount 
of  cflfdtal,  and  lost  a  valnable  domestic  market 
GoraphuDta  have  been  made  here  oi  the  duty 
paid  to  the  State  of  New  York  by  the  manu- 
fjBotarers,  and  they  who  make  them  would 
compel  her  to  repeal  it  I  nnderstand  the  duty 
is  pledged  by  the  constitution  of  the  State  to 
the  payment  of  the  canal  debt,  and  is  therefore 
immatable,  and  not  under  the  control  of  her 
L^slature.  I  do  not  think  it  a  just  subject  of 
complaint,  so  as  to  justify  us  in  enacting  laws 
to  bear  upon  that  fund  and  upon  tlie  oonstitu- 
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tiou  of  the  State.  It  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  New  York  Oanal  was  the  first  great 
enterprise  of  the  kind  undertaken  in  this  coim- 
try.  It  was  important  to  {^ve  stability  to 
the  credit  of  the  State,  and  nothing  could  more 
effectually  do  that,  than  the  provision  in  the 
constitution.  The  rest  of  the  country,  surely, 
owes  that  State  something  for  Oie  experience 
we  have  all  aoqiUred  at  her  expense,  and  for 
the  moral  influence  she  has  spread  over  the 
Union  by  her  example.  Nor  ought  the  molU- 
plied  boiefits  that  almost  every  section  of  the 
country  derives  from  her  camus,  to  be  wholly 
forgotten  here.  Passing  on  from  New  York  to 
Pennsylvania,  we  find  her  salt  manufactories 
situated  in  the  western  district  of  that  State, 
and  directly  on  the  line  of  the  canal  now  con- 
structing over  the  Alleghany  mountuns,  to 
unite  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  with  those  of 
the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie.  The  cost  of  produc- 
tion is  supposed  to  be  about  twenty  cents,  say 
twenty-five  cents  per  bushel,  inolnding  the 
barr^ 

There  can  be  bat  Uttle  doubt  that  if  the  pres- 
rat  duty  is  reUuned,  the  salt  of  western  Penn- 
sylvania will,  so  soon  as  this  canal  is  opened, 
compete  with  the  imported  article  for  the  mar- 
ket of  Philadelphia  precisely  as  the  salt  of 
western  New  York  now  does  for  the  market  of 
the  city  of  New  York.  Should  this  be  the 
case,  the  tolls  and  transportation  ariung  from 
the  business  will  be  of  no  inconsiderable  im- 

Sortance  to  that  State.  It  is  therefore  the  un- 
oubted  interest  of  Pennsylvania  to  sustdn  and 
foster  its  manufacture}  Goiog  still  fhrther 
west,  the  principal  seat  of  this  description  of 
manufacturing  interest  in  that  section  of  the 
United  States,  is  on  the  banks  of  the  great 
Kenhawa,  in  Western  'Vlrf^nia.  Manufac* 
tones  on  a  small  seale  are  found  on  the  Ohio, 
the  Mnakipgum,  and  in  many  other  parts  of  the 
western  cooutry.  The  manufacture  on  the 
Eenhawa  amounts  to  abont  a  million  of  bushels 
per  annum.  I  believe  the  production  has, 
under  peculiar  excitements,  gone  much  higher 
than  that  amount,  reaching  a  million  and  a  half ; 
but  the  result  was  a  very  general  bankruptcy 
of  all  who  were  engaged  in  the  business.  Tak- 
ing all  the  manufactories  in  the  western  coun- 
tjy,  in  the  aggregate,  the  average  cost  of  pro- 
duction to  the  mfoiufactnrer  may  be  set  down 
at  about  twenty-five  cents  per  busheL  when 
packed  in  barrels  ready  for  market.  Let  the 
duty  on  salt  be  reduced  to  ten  cents,  oost  of  for- 
eign salt  eight  cents,  freight  at  half  the  cost, 
;  four  cents,  and  the  cost  of  foreign  salt  in 
New  Orleans  would  bo  twenty-two  cents  per 
bushel.  The  cost  of  production  at  the  door  cdf 
the  manufacturer,  when  ready  for  market, 
would  be,  at  least,  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  for- 
eign salt  in  New  Orleans  to  the  importer.  Now, 
sir,  permit  me  to  inquire,  how  would  this  trade 
operate  in  that  state  of  things  1  In  the  first 
place,  the  foreign  salt  is  considered  the  better 
article,  and,  consequently,  would  take  posses- 
sion of  the  market  at  the  same  price.  In  the 
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next  place  it  becomes  material  to  look  at  the 
geographical  position  of  these  manafaotories, 
tiieir  markets,  and  the  means  of  traosportaUon. 
These  estahlidunenta  are  ritnated  on  the  ver^ 
xaar^  (tf  the  nAvigable  waters  leading  into  the 

Their  prodncts  descend  the  Ohio,  and  anoend 
its  tributaries,  penetrating  into  the  heart  of  In- 
diana, KentDcky,  Tennessee,  and  I  bdieve  into 
the  conntry  bordering  on  the  Mississippi,  meet 
ing  the  imported  salt  and  competing  with  it  on 
that  river.  The  transportation  is  now  mainly 
by  steam.  The  amount  of  steam  tonnage  now 
Tery  great,  is  every  year  increasing,  and  has  a 
constant  tendency  to  overdo  itself.  What 
wonld  be  the  operation  on  all  that  vast  theatre 
that  may  t>e  denominated  the  middle  gronnd 
between  the  manufacturers  of  the  upper  conn- 
tay,  and  the  importer  of  salt  at  New  Orleans? 
The  descending  cargo  consists  chiefly  of  bnlky 
agricaltnral  product  while  the  return  fteight 
is  oompoeed  of  mannfaotnred  artidea,  oocnpying 
much  less  space.  It  is  therefore  apparent,  tJiat, 
in  the  regular  course  of  bosiness,  and  in  that 
state  of  things  to  which  that  navigation  is  fast 
approximating,  the  amoont  of  tonnage  required 
to  perform  the  descending  wilt  far  exceed  that 
of  the  ascending  navigation.  To  make  np  this 
deficiency  of  freight,  salt  wonld  be  carried  np 
the  river  at  almost  a  nominal  price ;  (at  least 
at  a  freight  not  exceeding  the  price  of  down- 
ward freight ;)  and  coming  into  New  Orleans 
in  the  first  place  as  ballast,  and  then  np  the 
MiseiBsippi  and  Ohio  from  a  similar  neoesrity, 
there  can  he  nothing  plainer  than  that  the  man- 
n£ugirera  would  be  overwhelmed  with  a  flood 
of  foreign  salt  at  their  very  doors,  whenever 
the  steam  navigation  went  a  little  beyond  the 
badness  of  ^e  conntry,  which  an  active  com- 
petition gives  it  a  constant  tendency  to  do.  It 
13  needless  to  add  that  the  manofaoturer  most 
sink  under  this  state  of  things,  and,  when  once 
down,  could  never  rise  again.  These  manufac- 
tories are  indeed  for  in  the  interior ;  but,  in  the 
present  state  of  steam  navigation^  distance  is 
almost  annihilated,  and  the  perfection  to  which 
that  navigalion  will  no  donbt  ahortly  arrive, 
will  place  them  in  almost  the  precise  ritoation 
thej  would  be,  if  a  navi^ble  arm  ot  the  sea 
put  np  to  them  from  the 'G}Qlf<tf!lCexioo.  lam 
fnlly  convinced  the  proposed  redaction  of  duty 
would  ^atly  endanger,  if  it  did  not  destroy, 
the  capital  now  invested  in  that  section  of  the 
counti7.  While  the  farmer  wonld  lose  the  val- 
uable market  which  these  establishments  create 
for  his  products,  he  would,  at  the  same  time, 
be  compelled  to  pay  more  for  his  salt  than  he 
now  does.  To  the  manufacturer,  the  capital 
employed  would  become  in  a  great  degree  val- 
ueless ;  he  could  not  convert  it  to  any  other 
nse,  as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine.  For 
example,  he  has  a  well  perforated  into  the 
howels  of  the  earth,  through  solid  rook,  three, 
four,  five,  and  eten  six  hundred  feet,  until  he 
strikes  the  saline  water.  What  coidd  he  do 
mth  this  expendve  hole  in  the  earth  I  To 
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what  other  bnuness  or  use  conld  he  transfer  it  I 
Certainly  to  none. 

While  speaking  of  the  salt  manufacture  in 
tta  West,  I  beg  leave  to  direct  yoor  attention 
for  a  few  momrats  to  a  topic  of  a  local  diarao- 
ter,  oonneoted  with  this  subject  The  district 
of  country  along  on  the  Ohio,  and  particnlarl^ 
at  Cincinnati  and  its  vicinity,  is  largely  engaged 
in  the  export  of  pork  to  New  Orleans,  and  from 
thence  to  other  ports.  The  salt  mannfactnred 
in  the  interior  does  not  answer  the  purpose  of 
pickling  for  exportation  as  well  as  the  coarse 
imported  salt.  On  that  account,  pcffk  goes  to 
New  Orleans,  imperfectly  pickled,  where  it  is 
repacked  in  foreign  salt  at  a  considerable  charge. 
Now,  sir,  I  noticed  that  my  oolleaguee  from 
that  immediate  neighborhood  voted,  yesterday, 
to  reduce  the  duty  on  salt,  thinking^  no  doubt, 
tiie  rednotum  would  have  the  effiaot  of  transfer- 
ring the  tnuteeas  of  packing  from  New  Orleaiu 
to  Cincinnati.  The  object  is  certainly  very  de- 
sirable. But,  if  my  ofuleag^es  will  pardon  me 
for  presenting  a  single  consideration  to  ^em  in 
particular,  I  think  1  can  satisfy  them  that  the 
proposed  reduction  of  duty  wonld  not  effect 
their  object.  Let  the  duty  be  reduced  ten 
cents,  and  we  will  suppose  a  corresponding  re- 
daction would  take  place  in  the  price  of  salt. 
You  have  changed  the  actual  price  both  at  New 
Orleans  and  at  Cincinnati;  hot  the  relatiTe 
price  remains  unaltered. 

The  packer,  who  {dckled  a  band  of  poA  in 
foreign  sfdt,  at  Cindnnati,  New  Orleans,  or 
Boston,  wonld  pay  predae)^  tlA  same  amount 
of  doty,  whether  that  dotr  be  ten  or  twenty 
cents.  By  the  reduction,  therefore,  the  packer 
at  Cindnnati  gdns  no  advantage  over  tlie 
packer  at  New  Orleans.  The  relative  price 
must  change  in  favor  of  Cindnnati,  before  the 
packer  can  have  any  inducement  to  transfer  his 
business  from  New  Orleans  to  that  place.  If 
you  can  practically  annihilate  the  space  be- 
tween the  two  dties.  or  make  an  approach  to 
it ;  in  other  words,  if  you  can  get  rid  of  the 
burden  and  cost  of  transportation  between  New 
Orleans  and  OMo,  yon  will  then  change  the 
relative  price  of  nit,  and  effect  your  object. 
As  things  now  are,  the  packer  must  pay  the 
freight  of  his  salt  np  the  liver,  and  wen  pay 
fVeight  baok  agdn  on  the  same  salt  after  it  u 
converted  into  pickle.  To  avoid  t^e  payment 
of  these  two  freights,  it  is  his  interest  to  nse 
the  foreign  salt  at  New  Orleans  instead  of  Cin- 
cinnati. The  proposed  remedy  most  obvioudy 
does  not  reach  the  evil. 

It  is  my  belief  that  domeetio  competition  re- 
duces the  price  of  salt,  everywhere,  below  what 
it  would  be  if  it  came  into  the  country  duty 
free,  without  that  competition.  From  the 
close  of  1807  to  1818,  salt  piud  no  duty,  and  I 
am  informed  that  during  that  period  the  price 
was  higher  than  it  has  betm  mnoe,  and  mora 
fluctuating.  I  have  but  one  oondderation  more 
to  present  and  that  addresses  itself  to  the  good 
faiui  of  the  nation.  It  has  been  said  tbe  du^ 
is  a  war  dnty,  sad  oof^t  to  be  repealed  on  that 
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aocoDBt.  Bach  is  not  the  fact— 4he  act  of  181S 
expired  of  its  own  limitation  a  jear  after  the 
war,  and  was  revived  in  1816,  a  period  when 
the  revenne  of  the  ooantry  was  prosperous  and 
•bnndai^  beyond  any  precedent  That  was 
the  year  when  the  foanaadoa  was  laid  of  the 
wfaote  proteotire  ^tem,  and  this  duty  most 
have  been  imposed  as  a  protective  duty.  The 
dot  J  haa  odated  now  fbr  seventeen  years  with- 
out intermption,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  large 
d^Ual  confldiBg  in  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment, has  gone  mto  the  manofiustnre.  To  force 
than  to  change  their  oocapation,  is,  in  my 
opinion,  not  only  impolitic,  bat  crael  in  the  ez- 
treme. 

Hr.  DoDDRiDOB  said  he  most  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Honse  to  a  few  remArks,  by  way  of 
flzplaaation.  They  will  be  brief^  (said  Ur.  D.,) 
as  the  state  of  my  health  at  present  would  for- 
bid an  ezerti<Hi,  were  I  disposed  to  make  one, 
and  as  the  awomeat  of  mj  fHraid  from  Ohio 
(Hr.  Vzbtoh)  hoB  nearly  euaosted  the  sat^ect. 

I  most  oatdem  that  a  want  of  that  knowledge 
of  financial  detail  wUch  more  experienced 
members  of  thb  body  possess,  led  me  to  vote 
yeaterday  evening  for  the  proposed  reduction 
of  dnty-  on  salt  I  did  this  on  acconnt  of  the 
manifest  nrgeocy  of  southern  members.  My 
mistake  ia  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is 
oonudered  that,  though  not  a  yonng  man,  I  am 
a  yonng  member  of  this  House,  and  that  neither 
my  private  pnrsQtts  nor  public  duties  ever  be- 
fore imposed  on  me  the  neoeseity  of  acqniring 
that  iatunate  ac<maintanoe  with  the  operations 
of  our  oommerdal  and  fiscal  systema,  and  their 
minute  detaila,  whidi  are  neeessazr  to  tlie  mer- 
chant^ &e  mann&eturer,  and  tiie  statesman. 
Ky  attention  hwetofore  has  been  turned  to  the 
goneral  principles  alone,  on  which  our  systems 
of  revenue  and  protection  are  founded. 

Potifflving  the  great  excitement  of  hope  on 
one  aide,  and  alarm  on  the  other,  produced  by 
the  vote  which  I  proposed  to  reoonsidea',  I  have 
availed  myself  of  the  short  time  ttiat  has  elapsed, 
to  consult  some  of  the  public  tables  and  omoial 
doouments  that  have  a  bearing  on  the  subject ; 
and  I  am  now  satisfied  that  a  reduction  of  the 
duty  ia,  goestion,  at  the  present  time,  would  be 
pr^ndieud  to  the  pnbUo  interastSf  and,  in  a  pe- 
onliar  manner,  destrodiTe  of  thou  of  my  con- 
stitoents. 

I  ^  not  know,  befiire  now,  tiiat  a  capital  of 
80  many  millions  was  vested  in  the  home  pro- 
duction of  this  article  of  first  necessity,  nor 
tiiat,  of  the  whole  amount  of  salt  imported  from 
other  nations,  three-fourths  parts  come  from 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies 
— from  those  very  ports  which  are  sealed 
i^nnst  the  introduction  of  onr  breadstnffis  and 
ouier  provisions.  From  all  other  nations  we 
import  into  the  whole  United  States  a  quantity 
but  little  exoeeding  the  produce  (rf  the  Kenhawa 
works. 

I  flan  rendleot  to  have  seen  In  my  oonnty 
twetre  dollara  ^ven  fbr  a  bushel  of  almn  salt. 
I  reootDect  whoi  tiw  prioe  of  that  artide  was 
You  XL— 6 


reduced  to  eight,  and  to  five  dollars,  by  the  im- 
provement of  our  mountain  roads.  To  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  the  price  stood  at  about 
three  dollars,  nntil  the  Kenhawa  and  other 
works  displaced  the  foreign  article  from  our 
markets  and  ocmsnmptiDn.  I  ronember  the 
time  when  twenty-four  bushels  of  wheat  would 
not  pay  fiff  more  than  one  bushel  of  alum  salt; 
and  I  have  seen  the  price  of  salt  so  reduced, 
that  a  barrel  of  it  woald  not  pay  for  a  barrel  of 
wheat  flour.  And  this  grwt  and  beneficial 
change  is  the  result  of  improvements  in  the 
modes  of  conveyance,  and  of  the  protection  af- 
forded to  home  prodactioD  by  tariff  laws — by 
the  imposition  of  reasonable  protecting  duties 
on  foreign  importation.  Were  we  to  exclude 
foreign  salt  altogether,  we  could  produce  the 
quantity  necessary  for  the  whole  consumption, 
withont  inconvenience.  In  the  western  coun- 
try the  exclusion  of  foreign  salt  has  been  so 
effectual,  that,  innuwe  thanhalf  of  my  dbtriot^ 
I  do  not  suppose  that  one  bushel  of  for^gn  aalt 
has  been  consumed  within  t^e  last  fifteen  years. 
The  reduotion  in  price  woald  continue,  exonit 
at  a  particular  place,  if  forei^  salt  were  entiray 
excluded.  Home  producers  are  so  numerous, 
and  so  scattered  over  the  coon  try,  as  to  create 
that  competition  which  is  the  life  and  soul  of 
all  manafacturing  and  producing  operations. 

Kor  is  this  redaction  of  price  the  only  benefit 
the  farming  and  other  consuming  classes  have 
derived  firom  the  protection  given  to  home  pro- 
ducers. The  home  manufacturer  produces  a 
constant  supply,  to  be  had  in  any  quantities, 
large  or  small ;  and  as  the  produce  of  our  fitrmB 
and  shops  mten  into  the  cmsnmption  of  the 
manufaotorers  of  aalt,  this  indispensaUe  article 
of  daily  use  can  be  had  at  every  viUi^  at  any 
time,  and  in  any  quanti^,  and  can  be  purchased 
and  i^d  for,  at  a  reduced  price,  byourownpro* 
duoe  or  manu&ctnres.  Salt  has  thus  become  a 
constant  article  of  trade  and  exchange  in  the  in- 
terior commerce  of  the  country,  Nothii^  can 
be  more  obvious  than  the  truth  that  these  in- 
calcolable  benefits  are  the  fruits  of  our  system 
of  protecting  duties,  in  modem  times  called  the 
American  system.  And  shall  I  be  asked  to 
surrender  these  advantages,  in  order  to  admit 
the  productions  of  that  country  which  excludes 
ours,  by  a  permanent  system  tcom  which  she 
never  relaxes,  except  when  compelled  to  it  bj 
nerossity  f 

The  principal  staples  of  my  district  are  bread 
stnfis,  beef^  manufacturod  articles. 

These  are,  by  England,  excluded  from  her  West 
India  ports  in  our  neightMrhood,  while  the 
friends  of  free  trade,  as  they  style  themselves, 
would  import -from  those  places  at  which  our 
pork  and  beef  are  prohibited,  the  very  salt  with 
which  the  prohibited  article  is  cured.  Such  a 
trade  would  not  be  reciprocal,  and  would  be 
ruinous  to  western  agriculture.  I  admit  that 
the  immediate  effects  of  a  reduction  in  the  duty 
on  aalt  would  be  a  dinunuldon  in  the  price  ct 
the  artade.  Tlda  diminution  in  price  ironld 
continue  until  our  own  establishments  would  ha 
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ruined  and  abandoned,  and  onr  dependence  on 
the  for^gn  £nfl^i^  supply  again  restored,  when 
the  price  wooM  be  increased,  as  formerly,  at 
the  pleasare  foreigners,  and  when  cash  would 
be  demanded  in  payment,  and  the  supply  ren- 
dered precarious  by  aU  those  aocidente  and 
TezalionB  attendant  on  foreign  commerce. 

Those  who  now  live  by  the  manuEnctore  of 
salt  have  their  capitals  vested  in  their  wells  and 
fomaces,  their  ketUee,  and  other  implements 
and  fixtures,  and  in  sums  necessary  to  carry  on 
their  busineea.  Reduce  the  duties  on  foreign 
B^t  and  that  article  will  ascend  the  Ohio  at 
such  reduced  prices  as  to  fall  below  the  actaal 
cost  of  producing  it  at  home.  When  this  is 
done,  Uie  owners  must  abandon  their  works, 
and  vest  their  ct^itals  in  other  pursuits.  For 
a  Aort  time,  our  supply  from  abroad  migbt  be 
r^nlar  and  cheap,  and  mi^t  continue  bo  until 
the  domestic  manufiBotnre  would  be  everywhere 
abandoned ;  and  then  we  woald  be  inevitably 
compelied  to  purchase  at  higher  prices,  in  an 
uncertain  market,  for  ready  cash,  instead  of 
articles  of  domestic  growth  and  the  fruits  of 
our  own  labor.  If  we  wish  to  secure  our  salt  at 
low  prices,  we  must  discourage  importation  from 
abroad,  and  enconrage  that  competition  at  home 
which  has  succeeded  to  the  utmost  of  our  wishes. 

The  gentleman  from  Georsia  (Mr.  Watne) 
has  spoken  of  our  system  ^eluding,  I  suppose, 
the  motion  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit)  as 
one  <tf  "  bargun  and  sale, "  and  having  a  nsceflsary 
tendency  to  cormption.  I  understood  him  as 
having  particular  reference  to  tlw  speedi  of  t^e 
gentleman  from  Hassaohusetta,  0Si.  Qoxhah  ;) 
but,  whether  to  that  gentleman  or  to  myself^ 
inasmnoh  as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  con- 
cluded by  saying  he  meant  no  disrespect,  I  sup- 
pose I  have  no  cause  to  complain.  These 
words,  therefore,  of  "  bargain  and  sale,"  are  not 
understood  oa  conveying  any  personal  reproach, 
in  the  vocabulary  of  the  day.  But,  whatever 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  may  think  of  my 
course  here,  or  by  whatever  epithets  describe 
it,  that  matters  me  but  little,  as  odther  the 
opinions  nor  epithets  of  others  can  "  pick  my 
pockets,  or  break  wj  duns." 

Aocordiiw  to  tiie  doctrine  of  scmie,  all  con- 
cessions and  compromise  in  l^islation  are  im- 
moral ;  whereas  it  is  a  univeraal  nm.Tifn,  ac- 
knowledged by  the  wise  in  every  country,  that 
all  wise  and  beneficial  legislation  must  be  the 
result  of  mutual  concession,  of  mutual  forbear- 
ance, and  of  compromise.  Where  a  country  is 
so  h^ge  as  to  embrace  a  great  variety  of  climate, 
of  soil,  and  of  pursuits,  it  is  impossible  to  legis- 
late wisely,  without  much  consultation  on  the 
separate  interests  of  each.  In  seeking  to  ren- 
der  our  agriculture  and  manufactures  independ- 
ent of  foreign  intermeddling,  it  was  thought 
neoessaiy,  in  the  in&noy  of  those  interests,  to 
foster  and  encourage  them  by  the  Imporition  of 
high  duties  on  such  artides  imported  from 
abroad  as  might  come  into  advantageous  com- 
petition with  them  in  our  consumption.  To 
afford  this  universal  protection  has  bemthe 
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aim  of  this  Government,  from  the  year  1789  to 
the  present  time  j  and  no  portion  of  t^e  United 
States  pressed  this  policy  sooner,  or  more  ear- 
nestly, than  the  southern  section. 

Yesterday  evening,  it  was  plamly  discovera- 
ble, that,  should  we  give  up  the  protection  of 
the  great  capital  vested  by  New  England  and 
New  York  in  the  manufacture  of  salt,  we 
would  be  in  danger  of  lofflug  the  efibrts  of  those 
States  in  furthering  that  protection  which  is 
indispensably  necessary  for  our  interests  in  the 
West ;  and  in  so  far  as,  on  that  account,  we 
may  be  more  disposed  to  protect  our  eastern 
friends,  we  are  to  meet  the  censures  of  the 
South.  Like  the  gentieman  from  Vermont, 
(Mr.  Maixast,)  I  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Watbi^)  as  hQl£i^  out  a 
hope  to  some  of  the  fiiends  of  the  tanft  that, 
if  the^y  would  persevere  in  the  reducbw  oi 
duties  on  salt,  he  mi^t  be  induced  to  vote  for 
the  bill  under  consideration,  the  passage  of 
which  every  real  friend  to  domestic  protection 
has  so  much  at  heart,  and  to  which  tne  gentie- 
man from  Georgia  had  appeared  to  be  so  mudi 
opposed.  The  gentieman  f^m  Georgia,  how- 
ever, says  he  was  misunderstood  in  this  respect, 
and  I  therefore  do  not  press  the  remark  further 
than  to  say,  that,  understanding  the  gentieman 
when  be  was  up,  as  throwing  out  this  induce- 
ment, I  did  not  censnre  him  for  that  course.  I 
thought  it  perfectiy  fair,  but  considered  it  as 
very  inoooBistent  in  him  to  censure  in  others 
the  very  course  which  I  thought  him  openly 
puisoing  himself.  This  opinion  I  oheerAilly 
withdraw,  because  the  gentleman's  eiplBnati<m 
removes  the  grounds  of  it,  and  convmoes  me 
of  my  mistake  as  to  him. 

But,  however  censurable  it  may  seem  in  tiie 
eyes  of  some  of  our  opponents,  that,  in  legisla- 
tion, members  should  concede  any  thing  of 
their  views,  measures,  and  wishes  to  others,  in 
return  for  mutual  concession  on  their  part,  it 
is  evident  to  me  that  some  of  our  opponents  do 
not  concur  in  this  opinion,  but  actually  practise 
what  othraa  of  them  seem  o^nly  to  condemn. 
This  morning,  a  firiend  of  mine,  whose  seat  is 
near  me,  (Gen.  Finslat,)  and  who,  in  relation 
to  the  protecting  system,  diffois  from  me  in 
iu>thing  but  the  policy  of  reducing  the  duties 
on  salt,  informed  me  that  one  gentieman,  (whom 
he  named,)  if  not  two  or  uiree  among  those 
opposed  to  us,  would  vote  for  our  tariff  law,  if 
we  would  retain  in  it  the  clause  reducing  the 
duty  in  qu^ion  ■  and  that  gentieman  will  so 
vote^  and  with  that  expectation.  I  did  not 
inquire  how  my  friend  obtuned  this  assurance. 
I  suppose  he  had  it  from  him,  or  those  alone 
able  to  give  it ;  and,  if  so,  I  looked  upon  it  as 
fur  play.  It  would  be  the  result  of  a  calcula- 
tion of  the  ohoioe  between  supposed  evils. 

I  feel  compelled  to'take  a  respectM  notice  c£ 
the  remarks  of  a  gentieman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Babbihobb,)  in  relation  to  my  vote 
yesterday  evening,  and  my  motion  to-day, 
which  has  given  rise  to  the  present  discussion. 
That  gentleman  has  made  an  sllouon  to  tiie 
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^ss  aad  treason  of  Jadas,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  whether  he  meant  to  be  witty  or  satirical. 
If  wit  was  his  ohject,  he  failed ;  for  I  could  not 
perceive  that  a  single  smile  was  elicited  in  the 
tkall.  Should  I  presume,  as  that  gentleman  did, 
to  offer  an  advice  not  asked  for,  I  would  say, 
that,  whenever  he  attempts  to  extract  his  sallies 
of  wit  from  a  record  the  most  awful  and  in- 
structive that  the  mind  of  man  can  contem- 
pl^  he  win  ezMhit  himself  in  bad  taste  before 
a  Ohnstiaii  sadienoe.  Bat  if  satire  was  intend- 
ed, and  the  gentleman  meant  both  to  assail  me, 
aiM,  at  the  same  lama,  to  ^ve  as  a  sample  of 
Ilia  magnanimity,  he  was  signally  sucoessfbl. 
Having  cast  his  arrow  across  the  hall  at  me,  he 
most  magnanimously  demanded  the  previous 

aaeation ;  which  would  shut  my  mouth  from 
lis  explanation,  and  from  a  reply. 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Georgia,  rose,  and  ob- 
served that  in  all  the  debate  he  had  heard  noth- 
ing new  on  the  question ;  and,  as  further  de- 
bate could  be  of  no  use,  he  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  for  reconsideration  on  the  table,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question ; 
bot  withdrew  his  motion  at  tbe  request  of 

Itr,  UoOoT,  who  promised  to  renew  it  when 
he  had  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  adhering 
to  the  reduction  of  the  salt  duty.  Haviz^  done 
■o,  he  renewed  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Tmoup- 
soh:  and 

Tho  question  being  put  on  laying  the  motion 
to  reconsider  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in 
the  ne^tive — ^yeaa  9S,  nays  103. 

Mr.  Polk  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  tJie 
reduction,  and  explanatory  of  the  history  of 
tiie  duty  on  salt  laid*  from  time  to  time ;  and 
believing  ttiat  enough  had  been  sud,  pro  and 
eon,  and  as  muoh  as  the  time  of  the  House 
ooud  aflbrd,  he  concluded  by  calling  for  the 
prerioiu  qnestion. 

Mr.  Watrb  moved  a  call  of  the  House ;  but 
the  motion  was  not  snstained. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  qnestion  was 
seconded  by  a  m%jority  of  the  House  \  and 

The  qnestion  beiog  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  call  of  Mr.  Gambsbleno,  it  was  carried 
—171  to  35. 

The  main  question  (being  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  on  the  amendment  reducing 
the  duty  on  salt)  was  then  put,  and  decided  in 
Mi6  affirmative  by  the  fidlowmg  vote— yeas  102, 
nays  07. 

The  question  then  recnrring  on  the  amend- 
ment  proposing  to  reduce  the  duty  on  salt, 

ISi.UoDurwa  modified  the  amendmwt  so  as 
to  deter  the  rednctitn  to  fifteen  cents  to  the  1st 
<rf'  September,  1881,  and  the  reduction  to  ten 
cents  from  and  after  the  Slst  of  December,  1882. 

The  debate  was  now  renewed,  and  omtinued 
with  unabated  animation  and  ocoamonal  pun- 
gency during  several  hours. 

Messrs.  Oaubbelbno,  DbattoNj  Babbinobb, 
AsQEL,  SsiofES,  Cbaiq,  of  Virginia,  jENNuroa, 
'WtLDB,  and  Lea,  advocated  the  amendment,  and 
file  proprie^  of  reducing  the  dnty^ ;  and  Messrs. 
SnaaOf  of  Kew  Twk,  Kulabx,  Siosbs,  of 
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New  York,  Ibviv,  t>f  Ohio,  Taer,  Davis,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Reh>  opposed  the  amend- 
ment for  Tsrions  reasons ;  some,  beoanse  they 
were  opposed  to  the  reduction  as  impolitic,  and 
would  Dot  diminish  the  price  to  the  consumer ; 
others,  that  it  was  improper,  connected  with 
this  bul ;  others,  that  it  would  put  the  bill  it- 
self in  jeopardy,  thoagh  they  were  not  opposed 
to  the  repeal  of  the  duty,  if  it  vere  an  uncon- 
nected moposition.  For  the  reason  last  men- 
tioned, Ifessrs.  Baiukt  and  Hellbb  stated  thmr 
shonld  vote  now  against  the  amendment,  al- 
thoudli  they  yesterday  voted  for  it 

[The  following  were  the  remarks  of  Messrs. 
Anqxl  and  Lba  :] 

Mr.  Angbl  said  he  miut  crave  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  for  a  few  moments,  while 
he  would  state  briefly  the  reasons  which  would 
govern  his  vote  on  this  oocanon.  I  am  (said 
Mr.  A.)  the  more  disposed  to  do  this,  because 
I  am  constrained  to  differ  from  many  of  my 
colleagues ;  those  with  whom  I  have  generally 
acted,  whom  I  greatly  esteem,  and  for  whose 
judgments  and  opinions  I  entertun  the  greatest 
respect  Under  these  drotmstaoccs,  my  course 
may  seem  dngnlar  to  some,  and  I  tnwetbre 
desire  to  state  the  reasons  which  not  only  in- 
duce, but  oblige  me  to  take  It 

My  first  objection  rests  upon  general  princi- 
ples. The  real,  absolute  necessaries  of  Ufa 
ought  not  to  be  taxed,  unless  there  be  some 
strong  and  urgent  necessity  for  it ;  and  then  no 
longer  than  the  necessity  for  the  tax  continnes. 
Here  the  tax  on  salt  is  unneceasaEj ;  the  reve- 
nue is  abundant  without  it 

Salt  is  an  absolute,  natural,  and  real  neces- 
sary of  life — other  things  may,  from  nse,  be 
thoi^t  necessary,  as  tea,  ooffee,  sugar;  but 
salt  is,  in  its  nature,  a  real  neoeasan^  to  life— 
and  one  without  which  life  and  heuth  oannot 
be  midntained.  It  is  abaolotely  neoeasary  to 
animal  life  and  health.  Horses,  cattle,  and 
sheep  must  be  fed  with  it ;  and  immense  num- 
bers of  them  die  yearly  for  the  want  of  a  Buffi- 
cient  quantity  of  it.  On  snob  an  article,  is  it 
proper  then  to  retain  a  daty  of  twenty  cents  on 
a  bushel?  More  salt  should  be  used;  more 
would  be  used  if  it  was  chewer,  and  it  should 
be  made  as  cheap  as  posuble,  by  fredng  it  frwn 
taxation. 

The  poor  man,  for  himself,  his  wife,  and  bis 
children,  must  consume  of  salt,  and  pay  of  his 
tax,  as  much  as  the  rioh  man,  for  himsdb^  Ms 
wife,  and  children — and  as  the  poor  man's 
&mily  is  often  the  most  numerous,  he  must  pay 
the  most  of  the  tax.  Ton  make  him  pay  the 
more,  ezactiy  in  proportion  as  he  is  less  able 
than  the  rich  man.  This  is  contrary  to  all  prin- 
ciple. Taxes  should  be  levied  on  men  accord- 
ing to  their  ability  to  pay.  Is  it  too  much  to 
reUeve  the  poor  man,  by  reducing  hia  tax  at 
first  to  fifteen,  and  afterwards  to  ten  cents  on  a 
bushell  I  do  not  say  these  things  to  court 
popularity  with  the  poor.  I  say  them  because 
eternal  justice  prodaims  them  to  be  right^ 
whether  they  be  popular  w  nnpopalar. 
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A  few  days  since,  ve  passed  a  bill  redacing 
the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee,  because  these  are 
sapposed  to  have  become  necessaries,  and  are 
used  bj  the  poor  as  well  as  by  the  rich.  There 
were  onl3r  six  votes  against  tiiat  bill ;  and  will 
any  gentleman  tell  me  that  salt  is  less  a  neces- 
aa:^  than  tea,  coffee,  or  cocoa,  or  less  oonsmned 
by  the  poor  I 

On  principle,  therefore,  salt^  as  a  natural  ne- 
oeBsary  of  Un.  on^t  to  have  been  taxed  twenty 
cents  a  bnshd,  co*  two  or  three  iames  as 
mnoh  as  its  foreign  cost;  and  the  reduction 
of  the  tax  to  ten  cents  a  boshel  is  but  dow 
and  partial  justice  to  the  public,  as  t^e  tax 
will  still  be  eqnal  to  the  expense  of  making  a 
bushel  of  salt  at  the  8alina,  or  any  good  ^t 
works. 

It  is  said  that  the  reduction  of  this  salt  tax 
wUl  be  a  serious  injury  to  the  State  from  which 
I  come.  If  I  believed  this,  I  woulJ  be  the  last 
man  to  rote  for  it  I  can  have  no  inducement 
to  wrong  that  State — ^my  home  is  there — ^my 
friends  are  there—ell  my  interests  and  all  my 
attachments  are  there — and  I  oan  <mly  wish 
ber  proeperity.  I  hope  to  show,  as  I  am  satis- 
fied is  the  fact,  that  the  State  cannot  lose  by 
the  reduction  of  this  tax,  which  will  profit 
every  dtizen  of  that  State. 

At  present,  New  Tork  herself  levies  an  excise 
duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  on  every  bushel 
of  salt  manufactured  at  the  salt  works  in  that 
State.  Ky  colleagues  allege  that,  in  this  man- 
ner, the  State,  by  a  tax  upon  her  citizens,  rfuses 
a  revenue  of  abont  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
thousand  dollars  towards  her  canal  fund ;  that, 
if  the  United  States  reduce  ^eir  duty  on  im- 
ported salt  to  ten  oents  a  bushel,  the  State,  in 
order  to  save  the  mannfteturer,  will  be  obliged 
to  redooe  her  duty  on  dtHuestic  salt,  and,  in- 
stead of  this  revenue,  impose  a  direot  tax  to 
pay  her  canal  debt.  Every  part  of  thia  deserves 
examination. 

If  the  United  States  reduce  the  duty  on  this 
article,  it  will  save  exactly  bo  much  to  every 
citizen  who  uses  foreign  salt;  and  the  State 
yriW  undoubtedly  amend  her  laws  and  consti- 
tution BO  as  to  reduce  her  tax  on  salt,  which 
irill  be  a  saving  to  that  amount  to  every  citizen 
who  uses  domestio  salt. 
.  If  by  these  means  the  canal  fund  loses  one 
hnqdred  and  fifty-seven  thousand  doUara,  do 
not  the  dtizou  of  the  State  gain  it  by  thdr  ex- 
emption from  the  payment  of  the  tax  9  Be- 
cause, after  all,  voy  little  of  this  salt  tax  ia  col- 
lected from  the  oitiwns  of  other  States.  Is  it 
not  nearly  all  paid  1^  Oie  dtizens  of  New 
■York!  Do  they  not  consome  more  than  nine- 
tentlis  of  all  the  salt  manufactured  in  the  State  f 
What  can  a  State  gain  by  tfdnug  from  the  citi- 
zen his  earnings  and  property  by  taxation? 
When  gentlemen  talk  of  enriching  the  State  by 
taxing  the  people,  do  they  think  that  taxes  do 
not  make  tiie  people  poor !  If  the  salt  tax  costs 
the  people  who  pay  it  no&ing,  by  increasing  it 
four  or  Ave  fold,  yon  nug^t,  according  to  their 
aignment,  m«]n  the  State  very  ridh,  and  pay 
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off  the  canal  debt  in  a  few  years,  without  in- 
jury to  anybody. 

Let  us  look  at  the  other  side  of  the  picture — 
take  away  the  tax,  ttie  doing  of  which,  gentle- 
men say,  will  impoverish  t^e  State,  and  tiien 
see  what  will  be  the  condition  of  the  citizens. 
If  the  State  loses  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
thouaand  dollars  by  the  abolition  of  thia  tax,  it 
as  certainly  follows  that  tiie  citizens  gdn  uie 
same  amount  The  State  is  the  owpcnratioii — 
the  dtizou  are  its  mcmbna;  and  whm  the 
members  are  required  to  pay  a  sum  for  the 
common  benefit,  the  share  required  of  each 
should  be  in  proportion  to  his  amount  of  stock 
in  the  company.  This  is  plain;  it  is  every 
day's  practice  in  the  pecumary  regulations  of 
corporate  bodies ;  and  what  Govemmrait  would 
ever  charter  a  company  with  authority  to  com- 
pel the  holder  of  one  share  to  pay  as  high  a  tax 
as  he  who  holds  twenty  shares  \  This  is  the 
operation  of  the  present  salt  tax.  The  poor 
man  not  worth  a  dollar,  pays  as  much  towards 
its  a^regate  amoont  as  the  wealthiest  man 
amongst  ua. 

If,  as  is  omeeded  on  all  hands,  the  State 
must  and  wiH  reduce  her  salt  tax  if  the  United 
States  leduce  theirs,  how  can  the  raannfaoturer 
be  ii^ured  by  it  t  Foreign  salt  will  cost  abrMd 
some  six  or  ten  cents ;  to  this  tiiere  must  be 
added  freight,  insurance,  and  importers'  |irofit, 
and  the  United  States  duty  will  sUll  remam  ten 
cents.  The  price  of  domestic  salt,  &ee  from 
the  State  tax,  would  be  only  ten  cents  or  less 
.  at  the  salt  works.  It  is  therefore  utterly  im- 
possible that  the  forei^  salt  should  ever  com- 
pete with  the  domestic  salt,  unless  the  State 
should  obstinately  refuse  to  relieve  its  dtizens 
from  this  burden — and  there  is  not  the  least 
foundation  fin*  supposing  that  the  State  would 
delay  to  perform  a  daty  so  agreeable  and  profit- 
able to  her  citizens. 

If  the  State  tax  on  salt  was  reduced,  (as  it 
would  immediately  be  in  effect,  and  shortly  in 
form,)  the  salt  manufacturers  could  sell  salt  at 
the  works  for  ten  cents  a  bushel,  instead  of  the 
present  price  of  twenty-two  and  a  half  cents, 
including  the  State  tax.  More  of  it  would  be 
carried  east^  and  sold  in  Yennont,  and  in  the 
Hudson  Biver  and  Mohawk  counties — more 
would  go  west,  on  the  canal^  and  find  a  market 
in  west  Femt^lvania,  Ohio,  Michigan,  and 
Oanada-^Dore  would  go  north,  on  the  ouial  to 
Oswego,  and  find  a  market  in  onr  northern 
conntus  and  in  Canada.  In  this  manner,  the 
salt  market  for  oar  manufacturer  would  be  en- 
larged, and  his  profits  increased ;  while  the 
price  to  consumers  would  be  reduced,  and  the 
increase  of  transportation  of  the  salt,  and  of  the 
pay  for  it  on  the  canals,  would,  by  the  increase 
of  tolls,  go  far  towards  remunerating  the  canal 
fond  for  the  loss  it  would  sustidn  by  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  salt  duty. 

At  the  time  the  constitution  of  our  State  was 
amended,  and  this  salt  tax  was  pledged  to  the 
canal  food,  the  canals  were  nnfinlahed ;  and  I 
do  aot  war  with  the  ccmrentton  tar  thdr  en- 
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deavors  to  secure  the  credit  of  the  State.  Still 
the  people,  many  of  them,  ol^ected  to  the  con- 
stitntion — Jthey  demurred  to  the  salt  tax.  At 
that  time  I  was  with  them ;  and  can  apeak  of 
the  opinions  of  many  in  the  western  part  of  the 
State^  from  personal  observation.  The  consti- 
tution was  presented  as  a  whole,  and  the  people 
were  obliged  to  adopt  it  as  a  whole,  or  rqect  it 
altogether.  It  contained  many  pronsions 
which  tJiey  desired  to  secure ;  they  wished  to 
abolish  the  old  council  of  appointmeDt,  to  re- 
form the  judiciary,  and  to  extend  the  right  of 
sofi&age.  They  were  told,  and  regarded  it  as 
*  pledge,  or  promise,  that  the  camds  woyld  go 
on  successfdily,  soon  be  completed,  and  the 
tolls  would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  eztio^iah 
the  debt ;  and  that,  as  soon  as  a  little  experience 
eouM  be  had  on  the  snbject,  this  salt  tax  should . 
be  reduced  or  repealed.  They  believed  this,  and 
adopted  the  constitution ;  but  if  they  had  been 
tola  that  this  tax  must  be  perpetual,  uiey  would 
have  rqeoted  the  taxandconstitntion  together. 
If  this  tax  of  twdve  and  a  half  cents  on  abushel 
of  salt,  in  favor  of  the  canal  fund,  had  been  the 
only  amendment  proposed  to  the  constitution, 
would  not  the  people,  I  ask  my  colleague,  have 
rdected  it  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote ! 

The  State  salt  tax,  like  the  United  States  salt 
tax,  is  very  unequal  and  u^nst— a  repeal  or  re- 
duction of  both  IS  called  f<»r  by  the  interest  of 
thepeople. 

The  New  York  caual  debt  is  the  debt  of  the 
whole  State.  The  salt  tax  there  is  thrown. into 
the  canal  fimd  to  pay  that  debt.  But  the  State 
salt  tax  is  not  luia  by  all  the  people  of  the 
State,  but  only  by  about  two-thirda  of  them. 
Of  these,  many  are  obliged  to  pay  who  use  the 
canals  bat  little,  and  who  are  rather  iiyured 
than  benefited  by  them.  The  other  third  of 
the  population  of  the  State  consumes  imported 
salt;  pays  nothing  into  the  canal  fund;  but 
pays  twenty  cents  a  bashel  on  salt  to  the  United 
States.  Thus  the  people  of  that  State  are  taxed, 
(two-thirds  of  them,)  say  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  towards  the  canal  fund ;  and 
to  enable  the  State  to  tax  these  two-thirda  to 
tiiat  amount,  my  colleague  would  compel  the 
other  third  to  pay  twenty  cents  on  every 
buahd  of  salt  the^r  consume,  into  the  Treasury, 
to  be  paid  out  in  internal  improvements  in 
other  States.  Here  is  a  double  taxation ;  and 
one  part  of  the  State  is  to  be  employed  as  the 
instrument  to  fix  this  tax  on  the  other,  instead ' 
of  joiniuf^  as  I  think  they  should,  to  reduce  both 
taxes.  If  the  tar  were  reduced^  all  would  get 
their  salt  cheaper  than  they  now  do.  If  the 
United  States  tax  on  salt  be  reduced  ten  cents, 
that  of  the  State  will  follow,  and  every  consum- 
er will  obtain  bis  salt  ten  cents  cheaper  than 
he  would  if  the  tax  were  continued.  Axid  yet 
I  am  told  that  the  people  of  New  York  will  be 
ii^ured  by  reducing  uieir  taxes  1  I  have  yet ' 
to  learn  that  men  grow  rich  by  being  taxed,  or 
that  thcrf  beoome  wealthy  by  having  th^r 
money  taken  from  them.  I  have  heara  much 
siud  upon  this  floor  in  favor  of  heavy  taxation 


— I  have  heard  gentlemen  say  that  it  would 
replenish  the  atorea  and  increase  the  wealth  of 
the  country ;  that  the  individuala  composing 
the  nation  would  be  enriched  and  rendered 
happy  by  it  It  would  seem  from  their  doo- 
trme  tiiat  an  extravagant  system  of  taxation 
was  a  kind  of  cornucopia  provided  by  the  ma^o 
of  GoTemment,  to  snpidy  the  wants  and  gratify 
the  avarice  of  every  cfass  of  dtizens.  Kr,  I 
cannot  understand  this  kind  of  lo^c;  but  when 
I  am  brought  to  believe  as  those  gentlemen  do, 
then  I  will  vote  with  them,  and  not  before. 
I  have  spent  my  days  with  the  people  of  New 
York,  and  will  never  injure  them.  Iknowthey 
do  not  deserve  it.  They  have  borne  burdens 
without  murmur.  Oan  any  man  complun  that 
I  injure  him,  when  I  wish  to  redace  his  taxes  f 

Sir,  I  represent  a  farmiog  Strict.  My  col- 
league (Mr.  Stobbs)  seemed  to  think  that  the 
gentJeman  fi'om  New  York  (Mr.  CAicBBXLExa) 
knew  nothing  about  the  interasts  oS  the  agricul- 
turists, because  he  comes  from  a  (»ty.  I  am, 
in  part,  a  farmer  myself— I  waa  brought  up  at 
the  plough — I  know  the  worth  of  a  dollar,  for 
I  have  labored  with  my  hands  to  earn  it. 
Through  life  my  associations  have  been  with 
those  who  procured  their  livelihood  by  honest 
labor — my  life  has  been  spent  with  a  people 
who  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brow,  and  I  know  and  understand  their  feelings 
aud  their  interests.  My  constituents  are  in- 
dustrious farmers— they  pursue  the  path  of 
honesty,  and  avoid  all  joggling  speculatitms. 
They  pay  their  debts  and  thtir  taxes  too ;  and 
they  w^  know  what  labor  it  costs  to  meet  all 
the  ezaotions  upon  tbem.  Snob  are  the  men 
for  whom  I  go,  and  such  are  the  men  whose 
interests  should  be  protected — and  I  know  of 
no  better  way  to  protect  them,  than  to  relieve 
them,  if  I  can,  from  this  taxation. 

This  State  salt  tax  is  peculiarly  oppressive 
upon  my  district.  That  district  can  use  the 
canals  but  very  little,  and  they  are  believed 
rather  to  have  iiyured  than  benefited  it.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  such  is  the  opinion  of  many 
good  judges  of  the  value  of  property ;  aud  it  is 
certiun  that  many  business  men  have  been 
drawn  from  that  county  to  the  canals,  with 
eonuderable  owttal;  and  th^  the  prices  of 
real  estate,  and  other  articles  in  the  mvket, 
have  greatly  depreciated.  Meanwhile,  that  dis- 
trict, which  is  a  single  country,  consumes  more 
than  thirty-five  thousand  bushels  of  domestic  salt, 
and  thus  pays  into  the  canal  fund  a  tax  of  from 
four  thousand  dollars  to  six  thousand  dollars  a 
year ;  and  at  the  same  time  every  citizen  of  the 
county  who  transports  any  one  article  on  the 
canal,  must  pay  as  great  tolls  as  those  who, 
residing  elsewhere,  either  enjoy  greater  benefits 
from  the  canal,  or  pay  nothing  of  this  salt  tax. 
yij  coustituenta  are  willtog  to  pay  any  rate  of 
tolls  necessary  to  the  canal  fund,  so  far  as  they 
use  the  canal — they  are  willing  to  pay  for 
whatever  they  use ;  but  it  is  utmost  to  tax  them 
with  burdens  which,  though  beneficial  to  others, 
are  only  iigurious  to  themselves.  And  I  wiah 
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to  reduce  the  United  States  tax  on  salt,  aa  the 
only  and  best  means  of  procuring  that  reduc- 
tion of  the  State  duty  on  salt,  vhioh  our  agri- 
cnltaral  and  laboring  population  everywhere 
desire  and  deserve. 

But,  sii;  my  oolleagne,  (Mr.  ftroras,)  to  deter 
the  Hew  York  deleg&on  from  voting  for  the 
redaction  of  Hob  ult  tax,  dedares  that  that 
redaction  will  drive  the  Btate  of  New  York  to 
a  land  tax,  to  snpply  the  place  of  this  salt  tax 
to  the  oanal  fund.  What  an  odiona  ai^;:ameQt  I 
What  is  this  bat  to  say  to  the  citizens  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  if  yon  rid  yonrselves  of 
the  salt  tax,  the  yoke  of  a  land  tax  shall  be  fixed 
on  yoor  necks  ?  Shall  I  use  such  an  insalting 
argument  to  the  citizens  of  my  district?  Shall 
any  man  say  to  them,  you  shall  bear  either  a 
salt  tax  or  a  land  tax?  Sir,  they  onght  to  bear 
neither. 

And,  rir,  is  it  true— is  there  a  shadow  of 
trnth  ia  it,  that  the  loss  of  this  salt  tax  will 
rain  the  p«at  State  of  New  York,  and  drive 
her  .to  a  land  tax  to  support  the  Erie  and 
Ohamplain  Oanals  1  These  are  the  best  canals 
in  America;  are  located  on  the  easiest  and 
cheapest  routes — connect  the  moat  extensive 
natoral  navigations  on  this  whole  vast  conti- 
nent, traverse  the  most  fertile  districts,  and 
bear  on  their  bosoms  the  industry  and  products 
of  every  clime,  and  of  millions  of  people.  Af- 
ter boasting,  as  he  did,  a  few  days  since,  of  the 
atility  and  profits  of  these  the  most  usefal  works 
of  the  age,  shall  he  tell  as,  and  ask  us  to  believe 
him,  that  these  oanala,  saoh  as  I  have  described 
them,  cannot  support  and  pay  for  themselves ; 
that  they  ate  so  lame,  impotent,  and  ibeble, 
that  tiie  KMS  of  this  excise  of  twdve  and  a  half 
cents  on  a  bnsfadi  of  salt,  extorted  alike  from 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  will  force  New  York  to 
burden  her  citizens  with  a  land  tax  to  support 
them  ?  What,  sir,  a  direct  tax  to  support  the 
best  canals  in  the  world  t  Is  this  true!  How 
does  it  tally  with  that  gentleman's  orgumentfl 
in  favor  of  internal  improvements !  Did  he  not, 
a  few  days  since,  entert»n  us  with  a  discourse 
to  prove  how  very  profitable  these  works  are, 
and  how  soon  they  would  pay  for  themselves  t 
And  now,  forsooth,  the  State  of  New  York  is 
to  be  mined  by  the  redaction  of  Ae  tax  on 
fbreign  «ilt  to  ten  oents,  which  still  leaves  the 
enormous  dnty  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  on 
that  necessary  article  of  life. 

But  let  me  quiet  the  gentleman's  unhappy 
alarms.  He  has  himself  hinted  at  the  manner 
in  which,  if  the  State  lose  the  salt  tax,  it  can 
easily,  and  without  iniustioe,  supply  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  canal  Ama.  That  geotleman  has 
told  us  that,  if  the  account  should  now  be  taken 
between  the  New  York  canals  and  western  Ver- 
mont, western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Michi- 
gOD,  they  would  be  found  indebted  to  New 
York  for  the  rednollon  which  her  oanaia  have 
effseted  in  their  transportation,  "tboasands, 
and  hundreds  of  thonsands."  Yes,  sir,  I  appeal 
to  every  honest  man,  let  him  reside  where  he 
m^,  ongbt  not  they  who  eqjoy  the  benefit  of 
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these  caoals  to  pay  for  their  construction  and 
repair  ?  Would  any  man  partake  of  the  ban- 
quet, and  meanly  skulk  off  and  leave  others  to 
pay  the  bill  ?  If  Vermont,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
and  Michigan  have  had,  and  will  forever  have, 
profits,  "uiousands  and  hundreds  of  thonsanda,'* 
as  my  colleague  (Mr.  Stobbs)  says,  in  thor 
cheaper  transportation,  would  they— conld  they 
decline  sndi  a  moderate  increase  of  the  canal 
tolls  aa  would  supply  this  deficiency,  in  the 
event  of  there  being  any  f  I  think  they  conld 
not — ^my  constituents  will  freely  pay  the  in- 
creased toUs — it  would  be  a  pitiful  increase. 
The  tolls  are  now  more  than  eight  hundred 
thousand  doUars,  and  an  increase  of  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  on  each  hundred  dollars  of  the 
present  tolls  would  replenish  the  fund. 

For  these  reasons,  and  others  which  I  cannot 
now  detail,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  salt  tax  of 
the  United  States  ooght  to  be  reduced,  as  an 
act  of  Jostioe  and  aonnd  policy  to  all  the  citi- 
zens ot  the  United  States.  I  believe,  too,  it 
wiU  lead  to  a  reduction  of  the  New  York  State 
excise  on  salt,  beneficial  to  all  the  consumers 
of  domestic  salt  manufactured  in  tJiat  State, 
and  ultimately  extending  the  market  for  that 
article,  and,  therefore,  beneficial  to  the  manu- 
facturers of  it. 

Some  believe  that  to  tax  is  the  best  mode  to 
improve  the  wealth  and  riches  of  men ;  but  I 
believe  taxes  to  be  the  worst  enemies  to  indus- 
try. A  tax  which  indiscriminately  presses  upon 
the  weak  and  tiie  strong :  which  adds  to  the 
miseries  of  poverty ;  which  takes  from  tiie  food 
of  the  hungry,  and  diminishes  the  scanty  stores 
of  the  needy;  which  lays  the  widow  and  the 
oiphan  under  contsribotion,  and  preys  npcm  the 
substance  of  the  halt,  the  maimed,  and  the 
blind,  is  unworthy  of  the  conntenanoe  of  a  free 
and  liberal  Qovermnent.  The  small  som  of 
twenty  cents,  exacted  by  the  Government  of 
the  citizen,  as  the  price  of  his  license  to  use  a 
bushel  of  salt,  may  appear  trifiing  and  of  little 
consequence  to  gentlemen  enjoying  high  salaries, 
or  drawing  ample  wages  in  the  service  of  the 
Government;  but  to  the  poor  laborer,  whose 
wages  are  less  than  fifty  cents  per  di^,  this  tax 
is  oneroas,  and  he  feels  and  ^oans  nnder  the 
weight  of  it  I  am  not  the  friend  of  nseleas 
taxation,  and  so  long  as  I  enjoy  a  seat  npon  this 
floor,  it  shall  not  receive  my  support. 

These  are  my  sentiments,  and  I  should  be  a 
hypocrite  if  I  concealed  them.  Popular  or  un- 
popular, they  have  their  source  in  an  honest 
conviction  of  their  rectitude.  Let  them  put  me 
up,  or  put  me  down,  I  will  abide  by  tiiem. 

lir.  Lba  said  he  did  not  rise  to  m^e  a  speech, 
but  to  ask  for  the  reading  of  two  letters,  which 
he  had  in  his  hand,  contained  in  a  document 
reported  to  this  House  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  during  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
These  letters  are  from  gentlemen  of  first  re- 
spectability,* one  of  them  interested  in  the  salt 
works  rei^Ted  to,  and  the  other  intimately  ac- 
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qoainted  with  those  concerns.  Thej  speak  of 
the  BtJt  works  on  Holston  Birer,  in  Yir^nia, 
aod  give  as  some  facts  worthy  of  onr  attention, 
when  honorable  gentlemen  'tell  us  here  that 
the  present  dnty  of  twenty  cents  a  bnshel  on 
fm-dga  salt  is  necessary  to  protect  onr  domestic 
manofactnres,  and  even  ai^e  gravely  that  salt 
is  cheaper  on  account  of  the  dnty.  We  are 
told  that  some  salt  works  will  be  destroyed  if 
the  dut^  shoold  be  repealed.  And  what  of  that  ? 
If  they  oaonot  make  as  oLasp  as  others,  let 
liiem  go.  Most  the  whole  oommnnity  bear  a 
grievcms  tax,  in  ordw  to  keepnpa  fewdnll  and 
unprofitable  salt  works,  when  uiere  are  others 
in  the  coontry  that  conld  make  more  than 
enough  at  half  the  amount  of  the  present  dnty  ? 
What  do  thwe  letters  tell  us  f  One  of  them  says 
salt  is  made  at  abont  twenty-five  centsaboshel, 
and  might  he  made  at  twelve  and  a  half ;  the 
other  saytt  it  is  made  at  sixteen  or  seventeen 
cents,  and  might  be  made  for  six  and  a  fourth, 
and  the  qoantiCy  might  be  extended  to  meet  any 
demand  of  the  whole  Union.  One  of  the  letters 
says  the  price,  at  the  worka,  has  been,  for 
several  years,  one  dollar  for  fifty  poundsl  I 
live  in  a  oonntry  supplied  f^om  this  sonroe,  and 
know  the  eost  ot  this  same  salt  as  it  progreasea 
down  the  rivers  Holston  and  Tennessee,  in- 
creasing f^om  one  dollar  to  one  and  a  half  and 
two  dollars  a  bushel  of  fifty  pounds,  until  com- 

Eitition  of  foreign  and  other  domestic  salt,  be- 
w  the  Muscle  shoals,  redncee  the  price  to 
sixty-two  and  a  half  cents,  little  more  than  half 
the  price  where  it  started  I  Is  this  no  monop- 
oly 7  Do  these  works  need  a  protecting  dnty  i 
Hust  they  have  a  bounty  of  twenty  cents  duty 
imposed  on  foreign  salt,  to  keep  it  from  inter- 
fering with  the  market,  in  order  that  these 
manafaotorere  may  be  able  to  sell  at  a  living 
price  t  Bat  the  ftleads  of  the  ^iroteoting  system 
seem  alarmed  lest  the  reduction  of  this  duty 
should  endanger  other  parts  of  the  tariff.  Aye, 
indeed,  is  it  tul  of  a  piece  ?   And  are  these  its 

frinciples  ?  and  this  a  specimen  of  the  whole  ? 
am  glad  to  hear  gentlemen  tell  us  that  this 
odious  salt  tax  is  a  true  test  of  the  *'  American 
Bystem."  and  let  them  refuse  to  repeal  this  duty, 
wd  abide  that  teat  I  ask  that  the  letters  be 
read. 

-  The  question  at  length  being  pot  on  the 
amendment,  it  was  negatived  by  the  following 
TOte :  yeas  98,  nays  109. 

Bo  the  amendment  was  r^eoted. 

The  QoeBtaon  then  leourring  on  the  eubsti- 
tute  to  me  original  bQl  agreed  to  in  Oommit- 
tee  of  the  Whole, 

Hr.  Polk  called  for  a  division  of  &e  qnes- 
tioDj  so  as  to  leave  for  separate  decision  the 
seobon  oontaining  the  amendment  respecting 
the  dnty  on  iron,  offered  in  Oommitteo  of  the 
Whole  by  Messrs.  Soott  and  Howasd;  and, 
after  some  explanatory  remarks  by  Mr.  P.,  and 
some  passages  l)etween  him  and  Mr.  Szbbiqbbb 
on  a  point  of  order, 

The  question  was  put  on  all  the  sections  of 
the  BubsUtute,  excepting  that  above  mentioned 
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and  agreed  to  by  yeaa  and  nays :  yeas  18S, 

nays  11. 

The  qnestion  then  came  up  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  SooTT,  as  amended  by  the  proviso 
of  Mr.  HowABD.  • 

Mr.  SooTT  defended  his  amendment  against 
some  o^ctions  of  Mr.  Folk. 

Mr.  WiOKLiFFE  suggested,  that,  instead  of 
calling  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  both  branches  of 
the  amendment,  it  wotdd  save  time  if  Mr. 
Soon  would  move  to  strike  oat  Howabd's 
proviso. 

Mr.  Buchanan  advised  his  eoUeagne  to  adopt 
this  course,  for  the  reason,  also,  that,  by  giving 
np  a  part,  he  would  be  more  likely  to  obtain 
the  otiier  portion  of  the  amendment 

Mr.  SooTT  yielded  to  the  suggestion,  and 
moved  to  strike  from  the  amendment  the  pro- 
viso adopted  in  committee,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  HowABD. 

Mr.  Bbowh  opposed  making  the  distinclion ; 
and 

Mr.  Wains  advocated  Mr.  Howabd's  pro- 
viso, and  opposed  the  motion  to  strike  it  out 

The  qaesuott  being  pat  on  striking  out  the 
proviso,  it  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays : 
yeas  46,  nays  140. 

Mr.  Chilton  moved  to  indnde  in  Gie  amend- 
ment imported  iron  "used  for  axes,  hoes,  or 
plonghs,  or  for  any  other  purpose  of  agrionl- 
tnre,"  and,  in  support  of  his  motion,  said  as 
follows : 

Mr.  0.  remarked  that  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice must,  as  he  conceived,  belong  to  one  of 
two  classes,  either  such  as  were  natural  and  in- 
flexible, being  founded  in  the  nature  of  things, 
or  such  as  rest  upon  a  civil  compact.  Now, 
sir,  said  Mr.  O.,  I  affirm  that  the  principles  in 
this  bill  involve  speoifically  the  distinofion  I 
have  just  alluded  to.  In  order  to  ^est  them,  I 
propose  these  two  questions  to  the  House :  Is 
It  in  the  power  of  tne  Oongrees  of  the  United 
States  to  impose  burdens  upon  their  fellow-oiti- 
zens,  and  thereby  abridge  all  their  pleasures 
and  curtail  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  on  mere 
principles  of  natural  justice  i  Or  have  they 
this  power  from  the  construction  of  an  instru- 
ment agreed  to  by  the  States  of  this  Union, 
and  conferring  sudi  a  power  t  None  will  con- 
tend, I  presume,  that  the  authority  is  derived 
from  a  natural  right  Sir,  the  very  beasts  have 
a  right  to  rove  over  the  plun,  to  seek  for  pas- 
tore  wherever  they  can  find  it,  and  drink  of 
every  brook  they  meet  in  their  wi^ ;  and  are 
not  men  by  nature  as  fVee  as  they  I  Surely, 
nr.  And  has,  then,  a  oOlleoUcm  of  men,  unau- 
thorized by  me,  a  right  to  pat  their  hands  in 
my  pocket,  and  take  my  money,  to  sustain  an- 
other who  has  no  just  claim  to  the  fmit  of  my 
toil?  They  have  not.  It  is  apparent,  then, 
that  as  this  is  not  a  natural  right,  if  it  exists  at 
all,  it  must  be  acquired.  In  order  to  judge 
whether  it  has  been  conferred  apon  Oongress 
or  not,  our  only  resort  must  be  to  tlie  charter 
agreed  on  by  the  States,  and  there  we  shall  see 
how  far  this  power  of  taxation  is  carried.  The 
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qaesUop  is,  what  power  baa  CoDgresa  od  thu 
anl^eot  by  the  Coiutitn'tion  of  the  United 
States  t  It  is  far  fimn  my  inteDtion  to  oppose 
any  oonstitatioiil  powv,  and  I  do  betieve  that 
the  power  to  levy  taxes  with  a  view  to  reve- 
nae  is  a  oonstttanonal  power.  Even  the  mnch- 
abosed  States  of  North  and  Sooth  Carolina, 
and  Geor^a,  will  not  heatate  to  make  the 
■ame  admission.  Th^  all  admit  your  power 
to  lay  taxes  with  a  view  to  replenish  the 
Treasury.  But  what  is  the  fact  now  I  I  say 
you  have  nsnrped  a  power  never  conferred 
npon  yoo,  and  which  you  cannot  claim  as  a 
natur^  right — the  power  of  grinding  the  face 
of  the  poor  for  the  benefit  of  the  rich.  Re- 
gardless of  the  cries  of  the  unprotected  and 
belplesa,  yoa  bold  over  them,  without  mercy, 
the  iron  rod  of  the  oppressor.  This,  in  my 
opimon,  inTolrea  the  whole  prindple  of  your 
crasUtudonal  ri^t,  and  touches  especially  a 
qaeetion  in  relation  to  the  West,  which  must 
utterly  forbid  me  to  vote  for  it.  I  here  pub- 
licly avow  that  J  believe  this  Hoose  has  no 
power  under  the  constitution  to  prosecute  what 
is  called  the  protecting  system ;  in  other  words, 
that  it  has  no  power  to  thrust  itn  hand  into  a 
thounand  pockets  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  op 
the  fulnesa  and  splendor  of  one.  Sir,  permit 
me  to  ask  what  was  originally  the  object  of  the 
confederation  of  these  States.  Was  it  that  the 
isolated  interest  of  one  single  State  ^oold  pre- 
dominate over  that  of  all  the  resfct  Sorely 
not.  The  intereata  of  these  States  are  ezoeed- 
iiudy  diverdfied.  Their  inhabitants  are  in  very 
different  dtoations,  «iga^  in  difibrent  pnr- 
soits,  inhabiting,  a  diversity  of  dimate  and  of 
soil.  Some  parts  of  our  country  abound  in 
hemp,  others  in  iron,  others  in  cotton,  others  in 
sugar-cane,  and  you  never  can  fix  on  a  system 
of  taxation  jn  which  all  will  agree,  unless  it  is 
done  under  the  immediate  pressure  of  an  eztst- 
ing  war,  when  sectional  intereats  are  foi^tten, 
and  all  bum  with  a  noble  zeal  to  defend  the 
stars  and  stripes  of  the  national  banner. 

The  great  object  of  the  confederation  was  to 
provide  for  the  general  defence  uid  common 
welfare.  It  never  was  intended  that  the  ma- 
jority should  oppress  and  despoil  the  minority. 
We  have  in  Kentucky  a  constitution  which 
guaranties  to  every  individual  certun  rights  as 
being  unalienable,  and  I,  as  au  American  citi- 
zen, nave  a  claim  to  these  ri^ts,  and  may  in- 
nst  upon  them  in  my  own  case,  though  all  tiie 
rest  of  my  fellow-citizens  should  have  given 
them  op.  For  what  were  oonsUtoUons  made  i 
or  why  do  we  contend  with  so  much  earnest- 
ness on  this  floor,  as  to  their  true  intent  and 
meaning?  Surely  the  object  of  them  is  to 
protect  aH.  The  intention  was,  that  all  should 
eqnallT  eootribote  to  the  common  defence, 
was  it  the  ol^Jeet  of  our  Government  that  Uie 
poor  shall  fight,  and  the  rich  roll  in  luxoryf 
Sir,  the  poor  man  cannot  get  a  substitute ;  he 
mvM  torn  out  in  his  own  person ;  and  I  know 
some  poor  men  who  in  the  last  war  left  behind 
them  tfaeir  wirea,  children,  fiiends,  home,  and 
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all  they  held  Asae,  for  sixty  dollars.  What,  sir, 
in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  shall  we  be  enact- 
ing a  general  tariff  of  duties  I  That  I  always 
advonted  the  doctrine  of  potting  aa  end  to 
taxes  and  bordens  the  mcmient  they  ceased  to 
be  of  absolnte  neoesrity,  will  be  reoolleeted  by 
all  who  have  done  me  Uie  h<»or  to  Iwtea 
whoaever  I  have  raised  my  YiAee  on  this  floor. 
I  have  repeatedly  argued  in  fiivor  of  reducing 
the  tax  upon  salt ;  and  I  am  now  equally  op- 
posed to  any  increase  of  the  tax  upon  iron. 
It  will  readily  be  discovered  Utab  iron  presents 
as  good  a  snbject  for  monopoly  as  salt.  Every 
farmer  most  liave  it.  It  enters  into  the  com- 
position of  his  knife  and  fork,  of  bis  axe,  his 
plough,  hla  hoe,  his  harrow,  his  mckle,  hia 
scythe,  his  ox  chain;  in  a  v(va,  of  all  the  tools 
and  implements  by  whi<di  he  is  able  to  torn  tlie 
stobbom  ^ebe,  to  reap  down  hia  fields,  and  to 
sabdne  the  soil.  He  most  have  it,  or  starve. 
Now,  ur,  why  shfdl  we  ^ve  relief  on  this  sob- 
ject  to  the  wealUiy  gentlemen  who  form  a  rail- 
road company,  and  deny  it  to  the  humble  com 
and  tobacco  grower  (  Sir,  I  cannot  fail  to  no- 
tice an  -  ailment  on  which  great  stress  is  laid, 
that  this  bill  is  intended  solely  and  exdosively 
to  enforce  the  oolleotion  of  tixe  revenue  as  it 
waa  laid  by  the  tariff  bill  of  1828,  and  not  to 
lay  any  additional  duty.  No  alteration  was  to 
be  made.  The  doties  were  to  be  neither  in- 
creased nor  diminished.  The  humble  individoal 
who  had  had  the  price  opon  hia  salt  increased 
from  twenty-five  cents  to  one  dollar  and  fifty 
oenta,  waa  to  be  wholly  disregarded.  Now, 
sir,  m  my  district,  which  condsts  of  twelve 
counties,  there  is  not  one  establishment  for  the 
mannfoctore  of  salt,  while  there  ere  several 
manufactories  of  iron.  When,  then,  I  see  a 
bill  before  me,  which  grants  no  relief  on  a 
prime  necessary  of  life,  but  diminishes  the  doty 
on  an  article  which  aU  admit  to  be  profitable, 
can  any  man  expect  me  to  vote  for  it  t  Be- 
sides, sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
when  this  admmistraticm  came  into  power, 
looked  with  fi>nd  antidpation  to  this  epoch  aa 
one  in  which  all  ooneeessary  oflloes  were  to  be 
dispensed  with,  and  no  new  oflSoea  were  to  be 
created.  Yet,  what  is  provided  by  this  bill  t 
A  large  number  of  new  offices  are  created^ 
with  heavy  salaries,  for  the  porpose  of  guard- 
ing against  fraodal  What  does  thu  prove! 
It  is  admitted  th^  before  1828,  the  rev«me 
derived  from  doties  exceeded  the  amoont  q$ 
what  it  is  at  present.  In  the  name  of  common 
sense,  then,  will  any  man  say  that  to  collect 
less  revenoe  more  officers  are  needed !  I  insist 
that  the  general  principle  of  the  system  is 
wrong.  Taxes  ought  never  to  be  laid  except 
for  the  general  defence.  This  thing  of  taxing 
some  for  the  protection  of  others,  I  am  ntterir 
fwainst.  It  is  calcalated  to  rob  one  thousand 
nme  hundred  and  ninety-nine  persona,  in  order 
to  snstain  the  splendw  and  gratify  the  cujddiiy 
of  ONx  monopolist  or  manufacturer.  Contrast 
the  number  of  manu&cturers  with  the  amoont 
of  the  p(^olation  of  the  United  Btateo^  and 
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70a  will  find  the  disproportion  as  striking  as 
Sny  contrast  that  can  exist  upon  earth.  And 
shall  we  tax  all  dieae  for  the  porpose  of  build- 
ing  up  one  or  two  ?  If  we  maj  tax  the  people 
tor  the  protection  of  manofaotares,  why  may 
we  not  for  the  protection  of  agrionltore  t  The 
two  interests  are  inseparable ;  and,  on  the  same 
prinoiple,  we  may  give  enconragement  to  botii. 
But  we  on^^t  ttot  to  enooorage  either  at  the 
oqwue  of  Us  neledibor.  Suppose  me  seUled 
on  a  fkm  which  1  manage  badly;  my  next 
ndghbor  ia  pindflnt  and  bidiutiioiiL  and  he 
raises  one  thooaand  boshela  of  Indian  00m, 
wlule  I  make  three  hundred  bn^els  <^  wheat. 
Shall  I  go  to  the  county  court  or  legislature, 
and  say,  I  pray  you  to  lay  a  4^17  of  twenty  or 
thirty  cents  per  bushel  on  my  neighbor's  oonx, 
to  eaable  me  to  monopcdize  the  market?  Bir, 
iron,  salt^  wheat,  and  com  are  in  one  reepeot 
all  alike ;  they  are  all  necessaries  oi  life ;  and 
is  there  a  man  in  these  United  States  whose 
sense  does  sot  revolt  at  saoh  an  idea?  Shall 
we  tax  the  poor  man  beoaose  he  happens  to  be 
in  the  neighbwhood  of  a  nabob  1  The  article 
ot  aalt  is  a  profriF  of  thn.  Before  1938,  salt  in 
my  £stri<A  was  aold  at  twen^-five  cents  per 
hnsheL  It  increased  Uttie  by  little,  till  it  is 
now  from  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  to 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents.  Why !  Hot  from 
any  soarcity  of  the  artiole,  bat  from  the  effect 
of  an  awfid  monopoly,  which  is  grinding  the 
poor  literally  to  death.  I  hope  the  House  will 
look  into  that  snbject.  The  qaestion  on  this 
bill  is  finally  to  settle  the  hopes  of  the  Sonth 
and  West.  I  wish  it  understood  by  my  oon- 
stitaentB.  I  know  that  these  con^derations 
sunetiaiee  luve  little  weight  here,  bat  it  may 
opMi  the  eyes  of  aome  who  have  been  de- 
ceived. I  acknowledge  the  power  of  tibia  Gov- 
enment  to  levy  Adaes  for  m1  Just  purposes  of 
revenue,  and,  in  time  of  war,  to  lay  direct 
taxes ;  bat  I  consider  a  direct  tax  as  more  just 
this.  One  tndividaal  may  abound  in  oash, 
ind  yet  bear  soaroe  any  harden ;  while  aoothffl- 
has  a  wife  and  a  nuneroos  fsmily  of  ohUdroi, 
all,  of  coarse,  oonsomers  of  salt.  Sir,  look  at 
the  effect  of  this  system.  What  is  it  t  Your 
peara  and  happiness  was  lately  disturbed  by 
the  rede  footsteps  of  hostile  invaders,  and  the 
calamities  of  war.  This  very  spot  where  we 
DOW  sit  calmly  consolting  for  the  public  good, 
was  then  polluted  by  the  foot  of  the  enemy. 
The  effect  was  that  the  Sonth  and  the  West 
advanced  like  brotiierB  at  your  call;  they 
mardkcd  from  th^  homes  to  your  defence,  and 
foo^t  th^  w^,  not  literally  but  figuratively, 
through  seas  of  blood,  In  the  time  of  dan^, 
we  fought,  and  bled^  and  fell  side  by  side. 
This  shows  the  deep  canse  of  complaint  which 
alone  could  rouse  the  Sonth  to  resistanoe. 
This  bill  might  with  proprle^  be  entitled  a 
bill  fcT  the  oppression  of  the  South,  On  this 
grotmd  I  oppose  it,  Bnt,  if  it  can  be  so  sh^ied 
as  to  do  no  more  than  enforce  the  reveaue  laws, 
I  will  vote  in  its  favor. 
He  ctnelnded  by  asking  for  the  yeas  and 


[H.  or  B. 

nays  on  his  amMidment,  bnt  they  were  not 
granted,  and  the  amendment  was  negatived— 

yeas  67. 

Mr.  Dbatton  then  moved  to  add  to  the 
amendment  an  amendment,  providing  for  a  re- 
peal, after  Decembw  next,  of  the  dnty  Wd  on 
miported  slates,  by  the  tariff  of  1826,  and  he 
exhibited  a  number  of  reasons  and  several  facta 
in  support  of  his  amendment. 

ICr.  BucKABAH  made  a  statement  at  fiaets 
relative  to  the  abundant  supply  of  dates  whicdt 
Peon^ylvania  fbrnisfaed,  to  show  the  inexpedi- 
ency of  the  amendmwit. 

Mr.  Oabsoit  replied  to  Mr.  B.,  and  contro- 
verted the  propnety  of  allowing  a  profit  of 
three  himdred  per  cent,  to  the  workers  of  slate 
in  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Hdnt  and  ib. 
Ihbib  sustained  the  statement  of  Mr.  B.,  to 
show  the  capacity  of  the  country  to  supply 
plenty  of  slate,  but  the  business  could  not  be 
prosecuted  without  the  protecting  duty. 

Mr.  BfiATTON  reptied  to  all  the  otgeotionsy 
to  show  that  the  aatj  was  oneroos  and  im- 
proper. 

The  question  being  then  pnt^  the  amendment 
was  rejected — ^yeas  60. 

Mr.  TuoKEB  rose  to  move  an  amendment,  in 
which  he  s^d  he  was  in  earnest ;  it  was,  tn^ 
after  June  next,  the  dnty  on  molasses  be  re< 
duced  to  five  cents  a  gallon.  He  confessed  that 
he  had,  when  the  noxious  tariff  law  of  1826 
was  before  the  House,  voted  for  the  high  duty 
on  molasses,  ia  hopes  of  killing  the  bill ;  he 
thonght  he  could  make  good  come  out  of  evil, 
hat  he  was  deceived.  He  did  not  think  the 
Mends  of  that  bill  would  swallow  the  molas- 
ses, but  he  was  disappointed.  As  he,  however, 
had  aided  to  put  on  the  duty,  he  now  wished 
to  try  to  take  it  oS,  and  he  atdced  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question,  bat  they  were  re- 
fused by  the  House ;  and 

The  amendment  was  n^tived,  without  a 
diviwon. 

Mr.  Dbatton  then  moved  that,  after  the 
80th  of  June  next,  the  same  duty  now  imposed 
on  a  ton  of  slates  be  imposed  on  one  thousand 
slates,  for  reasons  whioh  he  explained;  but  the 
motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Scott,  with  the  proviso  of  Mr. 
HowABD,  and  carried :  yeas  101,  nays  70. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Cabbon,  animad- 
verting on  the  reasons  asngned  by  MesHrs. 
Rambkt  and  Muxrb  for  their  change  of  vote 
on  the  salt  dnty,  and  replies  by  those  gentle- 
men. 

The  question  was  (at  9  o'clock)  put  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time^  and  dedded  in  the  affirmative  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

Teas. — If essra.  Angel,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Barber,  Hartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekmui,  John 
Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  Brodhead,  Brown, 
Bucfaiman,  Batman,  Caboon,  Childs,  Claric,  Cole- 
man, Condict,  Cooper,  Cowkv,  Hector  Cnug,  Crane, 
&airfbrd,  Otelghlon,  Daidel,  J(dm  Davis,  Dwmy, 

Digitized  by  Google 


Tls  Tarif—ScdL 


90 


ABBIBGMENT  07  THB 
  * 

TJu  Tanff—AOt.  [Mat,  18S0. 


H.  or  B.} 

Diokiown.  Doddridge,  Danoan,  Dwight,  Earll,  EUs- 
worth,  Gieo^  Erans,  Joshua  Erana,  Edward 
ETer«tt,  Horace  Everett,  Rndlay,  ilach,  Ford,  Foi^ 
ward,  Fry,  Gilmore,  Qorham,  GrenneU,  HawldiM, 
Eemphill,  Hodges,  Howard,  Hughea,  Hunt,  Hunt* 
ington,  Ihrie,  w.  W.  Irvin,  Thomas  Irwin,  Isacke, 
Jenmngs,  Johns,  Bichard  M.  Johaaon,  Kendall, 
EennOD,  Kiacaid,  Ferkina  King,  Adam  King, 
Lccompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Uagee,  Uallair^  Martin- 
dale,  Lewla  Maxwell,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McCreery, 
Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Kortoo, 
Pearce,  Pettia,  Pierson,  Powers,  Ramsey,  Reed, 
Bichardson,  Rose,  Ruasel,  Scott,  Shields,  ^  S.  A. 
Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stanberry,  Standi- 
fer,  Sterigere,  Henry  H.  Storra,  William  L.  Storra, 
Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test, 
John  Thomson,  Yance,  Taraum,  Vinton,  WashingT 
ton,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White.  Wickliffs; 
Tancey,  Young — 115. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  John  S.  Bar- 
bour, Chilton,  Claiborne,  Conner,  Crocberon,  Da- 
Tenport,  Deberry,  Gordon,  Hammona,  Harvey,  Care 
Johnson,  Lea,  Loyall,  Martin,  Mclntire,  Polk,  Ben- 
cher, Augustine  H,  Shepperd,  Richard  Spencer, 
TaHa&rro,  Wayne,  Week^  inmiiams— 81. 


Thubsdat,  ISaj  18. 

Salt. 

tfr.  Taliafebbo  rose,  and  s^d,  be  asked  of 
fha  House  a  favor  which  he  had  noTer  asked 
before,  and  which  he  bad  never  refhsed  to  any 
other  member  who  requested  it.  It  was  that 
the  House  woold  grant  its  nnanimons  consent 
for  him  to  introdnce  a  resolntion,  and  have  it 
printed. 

Inquiry  being  made  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
resolution, 

Mr.  T.  Bfud  it  was  uf  a  nature  which  lay  at 
the  door  of  every  man,  womi)n,  and  ohild  In 
the  nation.  It  was  of  the  nature  of  salt. 

Leave  being  granted,  "Hx.  T.  banded  to  the 
OluUr  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  salt  is  an  article  which  enters  into  the 
duly  consumption  of  every  haman  being  in  our 
country,  as  a  matter  of  primary  and  unav<ndable 
Deoessfty,  and  la,  to  a  very  great  extent,  procured 
at  a  high  price,  compared  wfth  the  cost  of  produc- 
ing it,  which  too  oiien  exposes  the  poor  consumer 
to  the  grinding  exactions  of  the  vender  and  monopo- 
list of  uie  article.  Influenced  by  such,  and  by  other 
obviously  sound  connderationa.  Congress  never  has, 
flxeept  under  circumstances  of  great  and  emetgent 
fiscal  neces^ty,  imposed  a  duty  on  salt.  And 
whereas,  rince  ^e  necessity  for  which  the  existing 
tax  on  salt  wa&  imposed  (after  five  years*  entire  ex- 
emption of  it  from  duty)  in  the  years  1813  and 
1816,  has  been  ancceasfully  met  and  overcome  by 
the  patient  hearing  and  ftithfnl  payment  of  this 
and  Ae  other  taxes  by  the  people ;  and  the  Gov- 
ernment no  longer  needs  the  revenue  arising  from 
the  exiMing  tax  on  salt; 

linolved.  That,  from  and  after  the  80th  day  of 
September  next,  the  duty  Imposed  on  all  aalt  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  and  the  territories 
thereof,  shall  be  ten  cents  the  measured  bushel ; 
and  that,  from  aild'  after  the  80th  day  of  September, 
1881,  salt  may  be  imported  as  aforesaid,  free  of  any 
duty  vbaterer. 


Rexolvtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  inatmcted  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill,  in  «oi^ 
formity  with  the  foregoing  resolntion. 

The  resolatioD  being  read,  Mr.  T.  moved  that 
it  be  lud  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  PoTTiB  hoped  the  gentleman  wonld 
withdraw  bis  motion,  and  allow  the  resolution 
to  be  now  oomddered. 

Mr.  TAiunsBO  did  not  intend  to  ask  ftn-  its 
eondderation  at  this  time,  bnt,  at  the  request 
of  the  ^ntleman  from  Nortb  Carolina,  be 
would  withdraw  bis  motion  to  lay  it  on  the 
table. 

Hr.  FoTTEB  then  demanded  the  qneation  of 
oonsideration. 

Mr.  Irtut,  of  Ohio,  renuoded  Mr.  T.  of  bis 
promise,  if  the  resolution  were  received,  to 
a^  that  it  be  liud  on  the  table,  and  not  now 
considered. 

Mr.  TALiAnitBO  immediately  rose,  wd  aaked 
aa  a  faror  ai  Mr.  Potter  that  he  woold  with- 
draw Ids  moti<Hi,  and  permit  the  resolution  to 
be  laid  <m  the  taue ;  and  he  begged  pardim  fca 
baring  for  a  moment  forgot  the  pledge  whieh 
he  had  given,  in  first  yieiain|;  to  the  request  <^ 
Mr.  PoTTKB ;  he  regretted  it,  and  hoped  that 
gentleman  wonld  permit  him  to  redeem  bis 
pledge. 

Mr.  PoTTBB  accorcUngly  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion ;  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tauaixkbi^ 
the  resolution  waa  bud  on  the  table. 

The  Tariff. 

The  engrossed  bill  "to  amend  the  act  in 
alteration  of  the  several  acts  laying  dntiea  on 
imports,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
qnestion  stated,  "  Shall  the  bill  paaa  f  " 

Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  he  bad 
not  beu^  distinctly  the  titie,  and  wished  to 
hear  it.  He  had  understood  the  bill  to  be  a 
bill  for  enforcing  the  collection  of  the  revenue ; 
he  widied  always  to  call  things  by  their  right 
names.  He  bad  never  given  a  tariff  vote,  nor 
did  be  ever  intend  to  do  so ;  hut,  sir,  sud  Mr. 
H.,  I  should  certdnly  do  so  were  I  to  vote  for 
this  bill.  This  is  a  bill,  professedly  and  in 
faet,  to  enforce  the  tariff  law  of  1828.  The 
ori^nal  bill  to  which  this  is  proposed  as  an 
amendment  or  snhstitnte,  was  intended  for  the 
same  pnrpoee.  And  why  is  t3ie  amendment,  or 
the  bul  itaeli^  jwopoaed  or  required  f  Evidently 
beeaose  the  tariff  of  1828  &  defeetive— is  in- 
efficient. This  bni  is  to  supply  the  defect-^ 
give  the  effioiencT^  denred.  It  is,  therefore,  to 
be  the  efficient  cause — the  real  cauta  eavMnt 
of  any  additional  effect  prodnoed  by  the  tariff 
of  1828,  whether  for  good  or  evil.  As,  there- 
fore, I  never  did  give  a  tariff  vote,  and  as  this 
bill  is  virtually,  and  to  all  practical  purposes, 
the  tariff  law  of  1838, 1  shall  not  vote  for  it. 
I  am  aware  that,  in  regard  to  amendments  of  a 
certain  character,  I  d^er  from  many  here  in 
my  oonstmctioa  of  the  lex  parliamentaria. 
All  alterMdona^  air,  are  not  amendments.  This 
is  one  instance  in  ydtot  All  proponUons  pnr* 
p<»tlng  to  be  amendmenta  are  not  really  bo. 
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Repeal  of  Dviy  on  BeH. 


[H.  or  B. 


When  the  priinar7  law  was  presented  to  me,  I 
al)liorred  it  as  mach  as  nature  abhors  a  Tacnam. 
If  a  bill  was  before  us,  bad  in  its  natnre,  and  a 
aabstitnte  nnder  the  name  of  amendment  of- 
fered, 80  garnished  (thooxh  centring  the 
aame  principles)  as  to  make  n  more  easily  swal- 
lowed^  it  would,  in  point  of  principle,  be  no 
amendment,  but  a  mere  nibstitat&  In  form. 
Where  an  amendment  offered  has  the  effect  of 
striking  off  a  portion,  by  which  the  actnal  evil 
is  lessened,  ibis  is  both  an  alteration  and 
amendment ;  but  not  so  the  striking  oat  one 
e-ril,  and  inserting  the  same  in  effect  I  have 
never  suffered  myself  to  be  thus  caught  by  the 
name  of  amendment.  Sir,  I  shonld  not  have 
voted  for  this  bill  had  the  salt  been  retained  in 
it — ^it  was  not  to  mj  taste,  however  well  salt- 
ed. I  would  as  soon  have  voted  for  the  bill 
its^  called  Matlary's  bill,  heoanse  I  could  not 
have  been  made  to  vote  for  eitiwr. 

Mr.  TuoKKB,  of  South  Oarolina,  entered 
pretty  lai^ly  into  a  statement  also  of  his  ob- 
jectitms  to  the  bill,  and  to  the  protecting  sys- 
tem.  He  was  followed  by 

Ur.  Chilton,  of  Kentucky,  who  argued 
earnestly  at  some  length  on  the  same  side,  and 
condnded  with  a  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Oaxbsklkno  briefly  stated  why  he 
ahould  vote  for  the  bill,  notwithstanding  his 
repngoanoe  to  some  of  its  provinons,  which  he 
deemed  improper,  but  which  he  relied  on  the 
Senate  to  rectify. 

The  qnestion  was  then  pot  4m  the  passage  of 
tibe  bin,  and  decided  in  the  affinnaore  by  the 
following  vote : 

Tka& — Mesara.  Angel,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Barber,  Bartley,  Bates,  Bajlor,  Beekman,  John  Blair, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Borat,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Barges,  But- 
nan,  Cahoon,  Cambreluig,  Chandler,  CbUdi^  ^rk, 
Coleman,  Condict,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Hector  Craig, 
Bobert  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crelghton,  Orownin- 
shield,  Dai^I,  John  Davis,  Denny,  Be  Witt,  Dicktn- 
Bon,  Doddridge,  Duncan,  Dwigfat,  Earll.  Ellsworth, 
George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Hor- 
ace ^erett,  Rndlay,  Ffnch,  Forward,  Fry,  Qilmore, 
Oiennell,  Hawkfau,  Hemphill,  Hodges,  Hoffhum, 
Howard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Ingei^ 
soil,  Irvio,  Irwin,  backs,  Jennhigs,  Johns,  RichuMl 
M.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Kincaid,  Perkins 
King,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Magee,  HaQary, 
Hsitindale,  L.  Maxwell,  McCreery,  JCercer,  Hitchell, 
KoaeH,  Muhlenberg,  Norton,  Overton,  Fearce,  Fet- 
tis,  FieraoD,  Powers,  Bamsey,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Bichardaon,  Rose,  Scott,  Shields,  Semmea,  Sill, 
Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stanberry,  Standi* 
fer,  Stertgere,  Stephens,  Henry  K  Storrs,  William 
L.  StOTTS,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor, 
Test,  Thomson,  Tracy,  Vance,  Yamum,  Yerplanck, 
'VlntoQ,  WasUngton,  WhitUesey,  Comi^wU  P. 
^fte,  Edward  D.  White,  mekUflb,  Tano^,Tomig 

Nats. — Mem.  Anderson,  Archer,  John  S.  Bar- 
bour, Philip  F.  Barbour,  Barringer,  Chilton,  Clai- 
borne, Clay,  Conner,  Cro^ett,  <>ocheron,  Daven- 
port, Deberry,  Desha,  Drayton,  Dadlej-,  Gordon, 
Hammoiu^  Hamy,  Cave  Johnson,  Lea,  Lent,  Loyal), 


Lewis,  Lumpkin,  Maxwell,  McCoy,  Hclntire,  Polk, 
Rencher,  R<wne,  William  B.  Bhepard,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Richard  Spencer,  Taliaferro,  Trezvant, 
Tucker,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Witliama,  Wmgate— 40. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  seat  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  (Mmourraioe. 


WiDHisDAT,  ISaj  19. 
Septtat^f  IkOiy  an  8alk 

Hr.  KoDuFFiB,  from  the  Oommittee  of  W^ 
and  Means,  reported  the  following  hill : 

**Bt  it  maeUd,  Ae.  That  the  doty  on  salt  be  fif- 
teen cents  per  bushel  of  fiAy-«lx  pounds,  flrom  the 
Slst  of  Deoember,  1881 ;  and,  after  ^  tim^  ten 
cents  a  bnidi^  and  no  more." 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  Ume ;  when 
Mr.  EiKLL,  of  New  Tork,  objected  to  the 
second  reading,  which  motion,  by  the  rules  of 
the  House,  was  tantamoont  to  a  miotlon  to  re- 
ject the  bilL 
After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  IbixxB, 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  expressed  briefly 
his  objections  to  the  bill,  and  oonduded  by 
moving  to  postpone  the  bill  to  the  next  sesrion 
of  Clongress,  with  the  view,  if  his  motion  pre- 
vmled,  of  moving  a  call  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  coUect  cert^  information, 
which  Mr.  D.  deemed  necessary  to  enable 
Congress  to  aot  discreetly  on  so  important  a 
subject. 

Mr.  OmLToir  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Mr.  F.  F.  BASBOtTB  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Vx.  HomcAir  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  which 
the  Chair  overruled. 

The  call  for  tiw  previous  question  being  seo- 
onded, 

Mr.  PowiHS,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
demanded  by  Mr.  Coknxb,  they  were  taken, 
and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  lost :  yeas 
83,  nays  103. 

The  previous  question  being  then  carried  by 
110  to  ra. 

The  main  question  was  put,  "  Shall  the  bill 
be  r^ected  f "  and  was  negatived :  yeas  80, 

nays  103.   Of  course, 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading.* 


*  The  grave  error  of  thla  bill  was  In  sot  providing  for  tba 
radoctlon  of  the  fiihlng  bonutlea  uid  allowaDaee  in  propor- 
tion to  the  Mdnotlon  of  the  aalt  dntf  on  wUeh  tbef  were 
foondad.  That  eitor,  than  w  grava,  has  be««M  more  m 
■liw^lMliigftdlowad  la  inbteqaent  redaction*  of  the  ealt 
duty,  untn  the  boontlea  and  aDowaaees  have  aaailr  loat 
their  flinndatlon,  and  become  almost  naked  bonntle*  from 
the  ITeHnrj,  In  ever7  act  Uylng  or  mistng  the  dntf  on 
salt,  the  flsblng  bounties  and  allowances  were  laid  with  It, 
■nd  rose  with  It;  and  when  the  datj  wis  totally  abolished 
In  Mr.  JaffsiBon'a  admlnlstratloa,  (Maroh  3d,  ISOT,)  the  bona- 
tfee  and  aUowanoaa  were  alio  entirely  abolished— both  done 
la  tha  Mme  aofr— tlia  lalt  duty  aboUdied  la  the  fliat  aeotltn, 
aad  the  booBtias  aBdaUowasDMlatheuemd. 
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Jiepeal  ^  Jhtg  m  Bah, 


[Hat.  1880. 


Thdbsdat,  May  20. 
Be^t<^  of  Duty  on  Salt. 

The  bin  reported  yesterday,  for  redndng  Uie 
daty  on  salt,  being  read  a  second  time, 

Mr.  Krao,  of  Kew  York,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  oommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Eoase. 

Mr.  KoDdttcb  opposed  thia  course,  as  mere- 
ly going  to  produce  delay  and  a  defeat  ot  the 
bilL  which,  if  there  was  a  m^ority  fovorable 
totbe oUect,  should  be  acted  on  immediately 
to  effect  its  passage  this  sesaion. 

Mr.  Inobbsoll  moved  that  the  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  be  instructed  to  amend  the  Inll,  by 
adding  thereto  the  following  section : 

"From  and  after  the  80th  September,  1S80,  the 
daty  on  molaww  ihaU  be  five  cents  per  gillon,  and 
oo  more;  and  from  and  after  that  time,  a  drawback 
be  allowed  on  aU  spiritB  distilled  in  this  country 
from  foreign  molasses,  on  the  exportation  thereof 
to  any  foreign  country,  the  same  as  was  allowed  be- 
fore the  tariff  of  19tb  of  Hay,  1828." 

Hr.  I.  said,  if  there  waa  one  article  on  which 
the  tariff  of  1828  operated  unjustly,  it  was  that 
which  he  now  songnt  to  relieve.  The  ii\jastioe 
of  tiie  doable  duty  imposed  on  molasses,  in 
1838,  woold  be  very  generally  acknowledged, 
and  by  none  more  f^kly  than  those  by  whose 
votes  the  increase  was  effected.  No  man  now 
would  deny,  indeed,  it  had  already  been  dis- 
tincUy  admitted  on.  this  floor,  that  molasses 
iraa  loaded  with  a  heavy  duty,  at  the  period  to 
which  he  alluded,  for  the  purpose  d  rendering 
the  tariff  odious.  It  was  hoped  by  the  Sontfa- 
em  gentlemen  who  voted  it  in,  mat  the  bill 
wonld  be  t^us  drugged  by  too  heavy  a  dose  to 

fo  down.  In  that  t£ey  were  dia^^nted,  and 
e  was  glad  to  see  a  disposition,  which  had 
been  expressed  on  a  late  occasion,  by  one  of 
those  who  was  in  the  vote,  to  imdo  what  had 
in  this  respect  fuled  to  answer  the  obiect  in- 
tended. Mr.  I.  felt  more  solicitude  on  this  snlh- 
ject,  at  the  present  time,  from  having  recently 
examined  wit^  care  the  report  from  the  Treas- 
nry  I)epartment  in  regard  to  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  country  for  the  year  past 
He  round  in  that  doonmeat  that  our  trade  with 
Onba,  the  island  from  whenoe  our  greatest  im- 
portations come,  had  declined  nearly  a  million 
of  dollars  during  the  past  year  from  what  it 
had  usually  been.  The  cause  of  thia  decline 
was  principally  to  be  attributed,  as  he  learnt 
ftom  a  most  intelligent  resident  in  that  island, 
to  the  fact  that,  under  our  present  heavy  dnty 
upon  molasses,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
expense  of  freights  and  casks,  the  islanders 
could  not  make  sales  of  the  article  to  ns  to  any 
extent;  and  they  now  actually  spread  over 
their  land,  and  use  as  man  ore,  immense  qnan- 
titioB  of  molaaaoB,  which  ibej  wonU  j^adly  ex- 
tibuage  for  the  Inmbw  and  breadatom  tit  our 
country,  if  we  wonld  bat  let  the  trade  go  on. 
Are  gentlemen  aware,  said  Mr.  I.,  that  the 
trade  with  Oaba  ii  «ke  of  the  moat  Talnable 


branches  of  oar  foreign  commerce  ?  It  standa 
on  the  liat  next  to  England  and  France  in 
amount ;  and  strike  oat  the  articles  of  cotton 
and  tobaooo  which  go  to  theie  countries,  and  it 
will  exceed  our  trade  with  both  nations.  Kay, 
sir,  as  s  market  for  onr  breadrtnfib,  it  ia  more 
vafnsble  to  as  than  all  Europe.  It  is,  too, « 
trade  in  which  every  section  of  this  oonnti^  ia 
deeply  interested — ^it  has  no  sectional  beanng. 
It  takes,  in  large  quantitiea,  the  rice  of  the 
Sootii,  the  lumber  of  Korth  Oarolina,  the  grain 
and  beef  of  the  West  which  descend  the  Mia- 
us^ppi,  and  find  there  almost  their  only  for- 
eign market — the  flour  of  the  Middle 
the  corn  meal,  lumber,  and  live  stock  of  New 
Eng^d.  Besides  this,  immense  qoantities  of 
oar  maaufactured  articlea  find  an  outlet  there ; 
not  thoee  manofaotoree  which  were  noxious  to 
some  parts  of  thia  oonntiy,  but  those  wUch  are 
prodnced  in  the  workshops  of  onr  medhanioe  in 
evety  State  oi  tJie  Uidon— snoh  as  hata,  leMfau*. 
carnages,  ahoea,  hamessea,  soap,  candles,  and 
cabinet  furniture.  A  trade  like  this,  said  Mr. 
I.,  is  one  of  the  last  that  ahoold  be  shackled. 
We  impose  heavy  duties  on  European  goods, 
because  we  cannot  barter  away  oar  breadstuflb 
or  agricidtnral  produeta  for  tbem :  but  here  is 
a  market  which  offen  to  take  every  thing  that 
you  will  send — it  Invites  to  it  every  interest 
that  can  be  named.  Why  then  cripple  it  by  an 
nngenerous  r^nlation  of  your  own ;  and  why 
viut  your  heaviest  tax  npon  the  humblest  arti- 
cle which  goes  into  the  consumption  of  the 
poorest  people  of  the  conntiy  t 

Mr.  L  aaid  he  would  say  a  fbw  worda  as  to 
the  provMOi  redaction  of  the  duty  on  salt,  as 
be  might  not  have  another  opportunity  to  pve 
his  reasons  for  the  votes  he  bad  ^ven,  or 
should  give,  on  that  question.  The  salt  trade 
of  this  country  had  not  been  correctly  repre- 
sented. We  have  heard  much  of  the  salt  tax, 
as  bearing  severely  and  peculiarly  on  the  poor : 
and  so  far  as  that  was  the  case,  he  could  go  as 
far  as  any  man  in  extending  relief.  But  Uiere 
never  was  a  time,  even  when  salt  was  dnty 
fVee,  that  it  coidd  be  had  cheaper  than  it  now 
can^  even  on  the  seaboard ;  and  never  so  ohmp 
in  the  interior,  near  the  extendve  salt  works 
whidi  have  grown  np  under  the  operation  of 
tbe  existing  duty.  The  hoik  ot  our  importa- 
tion of  salt,  and  on  which  most  of  the  duty 
operates,  is  not  the  coarse  West  India  salt  used 
to  pat^  providons,  and  which  is  consumed 
principally  by  the  poorer  citizens ;  but  the  re- 
fined, or  brown  salt,  as  it  is  called,  which  we 
import  from  Liverpool,  or  other  ports  of  Great 
Bntun.  The  value  of  foreign  salt  imported 
during  the  last  year,  as  appears  by  the  Treas- 
ury retama,  amounted  to  seven  hundred  and 
fourteen  thonsaad  nz  hnndred  and  eigh||ea 
dollars,  of  which  four  hundred  and  sixty-smn 
thousand  two  himdred  and  thirteoi  ddlars  waa 
imported,  not  from  Turk's  Island,  or  from  any 
West  liidia  port,  but  fh>m  England  and  Ire- 
land. This  kind  is  imported  principally  in  its 
refiiud  and  manofactured  state,  for  the  tabka 
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of  th«  ridi,  and  u  aa  fair  a  fnbject  for  reveoae 
as  any  one  that  can  be  named.  He  shonld  be 
(^poeed  to  redncing  the  dnty  on  this  refined 
■rade ;  but  would  oheerftdly  ledooe  the  dutj 
on  tiie  ooww  and  strong  West  India  or  Turk's 
bland  salt^  beosnse  that  was  used  by  the  poor, 
and  goes  largely  Into  the  agricultural  operii- 
tiims  of  the  counttr.  He  would  rednoe  this, 
and  leave  the  other  untouched,  for  the  same 
reason  that  he  would  reduce  the  duty  on  ma- 
lanes  and  leave  sugar  untouched;  in  other 
words,  he  would  lighten  the  tax  from  those 
who  are  least  able  to  pay  it,  and  let  the  burden 
rest  on  those  who  use  the  most  ezpenuve,  or 
what  are  generally  deemed  the  most  luxurious 
articles.  Should  Uie  amendment  which  be  now 
^ered  prev^  he  pledged  himself  to  follow  It 
np  by  another,  making  a  diserindnatioa  oa  salt, 
that  ha  thoonit  woold  be  aooeptabk  to  vwtj 
part  of  the  House. 

Jtr.  TvcKMa,  far  fhe  purpose  of  bringing  on 
n  diseaasion  Tq»on  the  bill  by  itsdf^  moved  the 
previoQs  question;  which  motion  being  seo- 
(Kkded  by  a  m«j<»itr,  and  the  previous  qmstion 
being  sustained  by  a  vote,  by  yeas  and  n^fs,  of 
•8  toes, 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  viz :  "  Shall 
the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  ? " 
and  was  deemed  in  we  affirmatiTe  by  Uie  tol- 
lowii^  vote :  yeas  108,  uf^  68. 


Fbidat,  Usv  81. 

Molauet  and  Sum. 

Jtr.  IfoDuma,  from  the  Committee  d  Wajb 
and  Means,  reported  the  following  Ull : 

**B«U  tHoeUd,  hi.  That,  from  and  after  the  SOth 
day  of  September,  1880,  the  doty  on  molssses  sbkU 
be  fire  cents  per  gallon,  and  no  more ;  and  flrom 
and  after  that  time,  there  shall  be  allowed  a  draw- 
bwdc  of  four  cents  upon  every  gallon  of  spirits  dis- 
tilled ia  the  United  States  or  the  territories  thereof 
from  foreign  molasRS,  on  the  exportation  thereof 
to  any  fordgn  port  or  phoe,  other  than  the  dtunln- 
ioos  of  any  forrign  State  immeffiately  aborning  the 
United  States,  in  the  same  manner,  and  ma  the 
same  conditioos,  as  befiffe  the  tariff  of  Hay  the 
19th,  1828." 

The  bUl  b«ng  read  the  first  and  seoond  time, 
Ht.  M  oDcnm  moved  tiiat  the  bill  be  &a.- 

grossed  for  a  third  reading. 
A  call  of  the  Honte  was'moved,  and  ordered, 

but  subtended  befim  the  Olerk  had  got  throngh 

Mr.  WiOKuvra  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion ;  which  being  ordered. 

The  qnestion  was  taken,  and  the  motion  dfr- 
dded  in  the  negative:  yeas  66,  najslSO;  and 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time, 
\rj  a  m^ority. 

CHUiure  <^  Sili. 
The  Hoose  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
naolation  i^wted  by  Mr.  OpuraiB,  of  New 


York,  a  week  or  two  ago,  for  printing  ten 
thousand  copies  oi  Mr.  Boui's  report  on  the 
culture  of  mlk. 

Mr.  Bpekoeb  replied  to  the  ol^eotims  which 
had  been  wgeiy  on  a  former  occasion,  to  this 
proportion,  contending  for  the  established  value 
of  uie  information  contained  in  the  report — the 
great  importance  d  cUffnsinfl  it  through  the 
country,  masmndi  as  ^Hk  misnt  be  snccessftilly 
cultivated  in  every  part  of  the  Union — the 
^re&t  value  to  the  counti?  of  that  culture,  and 
the  importance  of  encouraging  it  by  the  distri- 
bution of  instruction  in  the  various  processes 
of  the  art ;  to  show  all  which,  he  adduced  va- 
rious facts  and  arguments,  and  a  number  of 
respectable  authorities.  Mr.  3.  concluded  by 
offering  a  modification  of  the  resolution^  by 
order  the  Oommittee  on  Agricnltore,  pro- 
posing to  print  thousand  copies  of  the 

report 

Mr.  HATmn,  of  Oeoi^a,  moved  tiiat  the 
resolution  and  the  amendment  be  lud  on  the 
table ;  and  the  question  being  put,  the  motion 
was  negatived :  yeas  71,  naya  92. 

Mr.  Pole  then  rose  to  meak  on  the  sul^feo^ 
but  the  expiration  of  tiie  nonr  out  off  further 
debate. 


BATtmoAT,  May  22. 

Oultftre  of  Silk. 

The  House  resumed  the  resolution  modified 
yesterday  by  Mr,  Spksoeb,  to  read  as  follows : 

Reaolved,  That  eiz  thmisand  ci^ples  of  the  report 
of  the  Oommittee  on  Agriculture,  made  to  this 
House  on  the  18th  of  March  last,  with  the  commu- 
nicatiou  accompanyioe  the  same,  on  the  culture 
and  manufacture  of  mk,  and  the  like  nun^Mr  of 
comes  of  essays  on  American  ailk,  by  Messrs.  Peter 
8.Daponceau  and  John  D*Homemie,  recently  pub- 
lished^ be  printed  for  tiie  use  of  the  House. 

Sir.  Pole  opposed  the  resolution,  on  the 
ground  that  thm  was  no  more  propriety  in 
printing,  andp^ying  for,  ont d  the  otmtuigent 
nmd  of  the  Hoose,  instmotions  in  the  art  and 
mystery  of  cultivating  silk,  than  in  minting 
and  distributing  the  American  Farmer,  Taylor's 
Arator,  a  work  on  Farrieiy,  or  any  other  trea- 
tise on  any  branch  of  rural  economy,  <fcc 

Mr.  Ohilton  also  opposed  what  lie  oonnd- 
ered  taxing  the  conminnity  some  two  or  three 
thousand  dollars,  to  print  books  for  the  use  of 
the  membcuTB,  and  to  distribute  amongst  their 
frimds ;  and  ai|^ed  generally  against  Uie  prac- 
tioe  of  voting  money  out  of  the  Treasury  for 
the  purchase  of  books  for  private  use.  He  had 
no  doubt  when  the  pewle  recovered  thdr 
sensw— recovered  from  t£at  convuldon,  that 
ap(Hde^,  hi  which  th<nr  had  been  thrown  b^ 
pohttoal  demagf^ee,  they  wotdd  reotify  this 
sort  of  retrenchmeat  and  reform.  He  con- 
dnded  a  number  of  r«narks  of  the  like  effect, 
by  moving  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
but  witb<&ew  it  at  tlue  request  of 

Jix.  fonroBB,  who  ai^jned  to  show  that  the 
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works  which  it  was  proposed  to  distribute, 
were  not  accessible  to  the  people  generally; 
lhat  they  were  on  a  snttject  of  inuneoBe  impor- 
tance to  the  conntrT,  and  one  which  ooght  to 
be  enoovraged  hj  the  Honse ;  that  the  cost  of 
the  pnbUaation  was  insignificant,  compared 
with  the  valae  which  it  wcold  be  to  the  whole 
Union,  &o.   When  Mr.  S.  oonolnded, 

Mr.  OoNNKH  moved  to  lay  the  reaolntion  on 
the  table ;  on  wtuoh  motion  the  jeaa  and  nays 
were  ordered,  at  fhe  call  of  lb.  Batiob;  and, 
being  taken, 

The  motion  was  negatived :  yeas  76,  nays  97. 

Ur.  Chilton  then  renewed  his  opporiUtHito 
the  resolntioD,  and  epckz  until  the  expiration 
of  the  hour. 


KoNDAT,  Kay  24. 
CfuUure  <tf  Silk. 

The  Hoose  resDmed  the  oonaideration  of  the 
resolution,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
cnltnre,  to  pnnt  six  thoosaud  copies  of  oer- 
tain  tract*  on  the  coltore  of  nlk,  Jko. 

Mr.  Obilton,  to  get  rid  of  further  debate  on 
the  subject,  moved  the  previous  qaestion; 
which  being  noonded,  and  the  main  qneition 
ordered, 

Hr.  MABiin  required  a  fflvid«Hi  of  the  qaee- 
tion;  and 

The  qaesta<m  bdng  accordingly  put  on  the 
first  member  of  the  resolution,  viz :  "  That  six 
thousand  oopiea  of  the  report  of  the  Conmiit- 
tee  on  Anionltnre,  made  to  tUs  House  on  the 
I2th  of  March,  1828,  with  t^e  oommunication 
accompanying  the  same.  (Mr.  Bush's  report,) 
on  the  coltnre  of  eilk,"  be  printed,  it  was  de- 
(dded  in  the  affirmative  yeas  and  n^: 
yeas  109,  nays  68, 

The  second  member  of  the  resolution,  viz : 
'*  And  the  like  number  of  copies  of  essays  on 
American  silk,  by  Messrs.  Peter  8.  Duponceau 
and  John  D'Homergoe,  recently  published,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  House,"  was  tiien 
also  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays — 100  to  80. 

So  uie  whole  of  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Bemotal  of  the  Iniiemt. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  unfinished 
business  of  Wednesday  last,  being  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond 
the  river  Uleudsippi — the  question  pending  be- 
ing on  a  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

On  trying  the  sense  of  the  House  on  second- 
ing the  motion  for  the  previous  question,  only 
seventy-eight  rose,  and  the  motion  was  there- 
fore not  seconded  by  a  mfgority  of  the  Honse. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amend- 
raent. 

Mr.  Bill  opposed  the  amendments,  and 
argued  briefly  that  the  bill  itself  proposed  an 
appropriation  only  to  carry  Into  effect  udBtang 
contracts  and  treaties  with  the  Indian  bibee, 
according  to  their  construction  by  the  Oovwn- 
ment^  doi  introduced  no  new  policy,  aa  was 
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contended  by  the  opposition  to  it.  Therefore, 
the  amendment  was  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Stosbs  refdied,  and  contended  that,  no 
treaty  in  existence  contained  the  provinon 
whicJi  his  amendment  proposed,  and  that  it 
was  tlierefiiae  necessary  ana  expedient. 

Mr.  Watnb  denied  what  the  uuendraent  as- 
sumed, namely,  that  the  Oherokees  were  a  mo- 
tion independent  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  Ha 
expressed  a  determination  to  take  an  oppcvta- 
nity  of  going  to  the  foundation  of  this  qwts^n 
of  Indian  rights,  and  that  whatever  cre^t 
gefitlemen  might  obtain  for  a  fanciful  elo- 
quence, they  should  not  have  the  benefit  of  the 
anrument. 

Mr.  WiLDB  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
Indiana  west  of  the  Missisappi,  of  JiAj  SO, 
1888,  as  a  reply  to  th»  resolution  of  Mr. 
Broms. 

Mr.  YiNTOir  ai^ed  tiiat  as  that  tre^  was 
made  by  the  Cherokeea  west  of  the  Missismppi, 
it  had  no  binding  e£fect  on  the  Cherokees  re- 
maining on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi.  He 
commented  on  Uiat  treaty  as  a  direct  and 
gross  violation  of  all  iuatioe,  and  expressed  the 
indignation  he  had  uways  felt  at  such  an  at- 
tempt to  violate  the  righte  of  third  persons. 

Mr.  Buboes  contended  that  the  treaty  of 
1828  was  praotioally  a  fraud,  a  deep  and  last- 
ing dueraoe  to  the  last  administration,  and  that 
this  bul  contained,  by  implication,  a  confirma- 
tion of  that  frand,  vow  attempted  to  be  iwlmed 
np<«i  this  n^ion;  to  sustain  which  opiniomL 
he  adverted  to  the  history  of  the  tre^y,  and 
the  ciroumrtances  growing  out  at  it 

iSi.  JsNKiNas  made  a  few  remarlu. 

Mr.  Lewis  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
a^aed  to  show  that  t^e  treaty  whidi  had  been 
denounced,  was  just  and  proper,  and  <ated  the 
treaty  with  the  Indians  east  of  the  MissLssippi, 
to  show  that  the  bill  before  the  House  was  in 
conformity  to  the  settled  policy  of  the  Grovem- 
ment.  He  read  the  Journal,  to  show  that 
many  gentlemen  who  opposed  this  bill,  sup- 
prated  precisdy  the  same  provisions  in  1820, 
when  recommended  hf  a  dlfiterent  Present; 
inlSerred  from  tha^  that  the  oppostion  to  It 
was  a  party  appcfi&m  to  the  aoministratitni, 
and  to  the  South :  that,  as  tliis  bill  was  known 
to  be  the  leading  measure  of  the  present  Pred- 
dent,  it  was  an  object  of  great  solicitude  witii 
the  oppocdtiott  to  defeat  it ;  and  therefore  called 
on  those  who  avowed  themsdves  the  support- 
ers of  the  administration,  to  sustun  this  meas- 
ure ;  that,  if  they  did  not,  they  would  be  faith- 
less, and  tr^tora  to  their  party.  Mr.  L,  then 
proceeded  at  some  length  to  viadicato  the  pol- 
icy of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  Messrs.  Stosbb 
and  Etbbstt.   When  he  concluded, 

Mr.  Stosbs  rose,  and  stud,  that,  as  a  gentle- 
man from  FennaylTania  Qii.  HKicraiu.1  waa 
about  to  <^CiBr  an  amendment  to  the  bUl,  of  a 
more  extensive  effect,  and  which  would  super* 
sede  the  amendment  now  before  the  House,  he 
would  withdraw  it  until  the  question  could  be 
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taken,  or  that  whioh  he  (Mr.  H.)  was  about  to 
propose. 

Mr.  Evxanr,  of  jfajwaehnaetta,  replied  brieSy 
to  ICr.  Lbvib's  reference  to  himself  in  which, 
amoDg  other  remarks,  he  obeerved,  that,  if  the 
provisioDs  of  the  present  bill  were  precisely  the 
same  as  those  which  he  bad  sapported  in  1826, 
St  was  sinnlar  that  the  genuemen  who  now 
ttdvocate  tbaa  shoold  have  voted  awnst  that, 
as  was  the  ease  with  the  members  from  Geor- 
gia itself ;  and  be  Tindioaied  hinuelf  from  the 
unpntation  of  h^ng  tnflnenced  in  his  course  on 
tiiis  snhieet  by  parly  onudderations. 

Mr.  Thomfsov  said  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
enter  into  a  general  disoosBion,  at  that  Ume, 
the  sabjeot  then  before  the  House — ^that 
although  he  had  porposely  abstained  from  a 
partitnpation  in  the  ^scossion  of  any  of  the 
rariona  snbjeota  which  had  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  during  the  present  session, 
with  a  special  view  to  secure  to  himself  the 
privilege  of  discussing  this  sabjeot  at  some 
len^h,  yet  oonndentHnu  of  an  Impntant 
oharaotw  had  dispoaed  him  to  abstain  fitnn  tiie 
diaeaaBioii;  nor  would  he  now  trouble  the 
Hotue  witti  aiqr  remarks  opon  the  snbieot,  for 
ha  thouriit  the  eanse  of  prindple  and  noman- 
Sty  eould  be  better  served  by  voting  than  by 
talking ;  but  the  gentleman  from  ICawaohosetts 
(Mr.  Evkbbtt)  had,  on  two  oooanons,  alluded 
to  the  v<^  which  uie  delegation  from  Georgia 
nve  on  the  call  of  the  la^  President  of  uie 
United  States  (Mr.  Adams^  for  an  appropria- 
tion to  carry  what  is  oonunonly  called  the  new 
treaty  into  effect.  Mr.  T.  said  that  he  felt  that 
it  was  due  to  Ge<M^ia— to  the  gentlwien  who 
composed  that  delegatimi— to  correct  princi- 
plea—to  the  House,  and  to  the  Amerioui  peo- 
ple^ to  atato  (XHurisdy  the  principles  whioh  In- 
nneaoed  the  Georgia  dele^Mion  on  that  oeca- 
sion.  In  Febroary,  1826,  said  Mr.  T.,  commia- 
SDoners  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose,  entered  into  compact 
*  with  the  Oreek  Indiana,  at  the  Indian  Springs, 
hj  whioh  they  relinquished  thMT  clum  to  all 
terr^ry  within  the  limits  of  G^rgia.  Tbis 
compact  was  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  the 
General  Grovemment,  and,  with  objections  to 
its  validity,  was  presented  to  the  President, 
who  laid  that  instrument,  with  the  ol^ections 
to  it,  before  a  oalnnet  oomunl ;  and  uiuer  the 
■dime  of  tike  eonnoil,  the  treaty,  with  the  ob- 
jeotioiu,  was  presented  to  the  Soiate  for  ratifi- 
eation.  That  body,  by  a  very  laive  majority, 

five  their  sanction  to  it:  But  before  the  rati- 
cation  reoeived  executive  scmction,  the  Presi- 
dei^al  chair  changed  incumbents.  Mr.  Adams, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  council  who  advised 
Mr.  Monroe  to  lay  the  sabject  before  the  Sea- 
ate,  sncceeded  to  the  executive  cluur,  and  final- 
ly gave  the  execntive  sanction  to  that  ratifica- 
tion. Thus,  Bud  Mr.  T.,  that  treaty,  having 
ireceived  final  constitotional  sanction,  became  a 
anprvme  law  of  &e  land,  and  oi  oonrse  was  by 
the  ooiutitatioa  placed  on  tlie  same  dignified 
ground  with  the  ofHUtitation  itself^  for  that  in- 
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strument  says  that  "  this  constitution,  and  laws 
of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in 
pursuance  thereof^  and  all  treaties  made,  or 
which  sball  be  made,  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land."  Now,  sir,  stud  Mr.  T.,  the  treaty  of  > 
the  Indian  Springs  having  thas  received  consti- 
tntional  sancticns,  all  the  territory  within  the  / 
tinuts  of  Geor^  embraced  by  its  proviuons'' 
became  a  part  <n  the  sovarei^  State— for  s^ 
Georgia,  by  the  issue  of  the  American  ravolc. 
tion,  aoqnind  the  right  to  exclnsive  sovereign-, 
ty  within  her  limits,  and  as  the  United  State^ 
by  the  compact  with  Geor^  in  1802,  booty 
themselves  to  extinguish  the  ^dion  title  to  ^ 
territory  witiiin  Georgia,  for  the  nae  of  tl^^t 
State,  the  instant  that  those  Indians  thus  rel^. 
^nished  their  title,  a  full,  perfect,  and  compiet^^ 
title  to  the  territory  embraced  by  the  j,fQ. 
vimons  of  that  treaty  within  the  limit^ 
Georgia,  vested  in  that  State,  which  conld 
be  dive^ed  without  her  ccMisent.  Sir,  said  ^ 
T.,  lit.  Adams,  in  bis  opwing  Message'  g^* 
dressed  to  Oongrees  at  tni»  ooumienoeDW&t 
the  sesskm  which  immediately  eiuoed  bU  jq. 
stallation  into  the  ezeoative  office,  repudiai^ 
the  trea^  of  the  Indian  Sfoings,  (1836,)  i^- 
snggesting  that  it  was  foonded  in  fraud,  hC^ 
said  he  wonld  make  it  the  snbject-matter  of  a 
separato  and  special  lllssage.  This  promise 
was  not  redeemed;  bat  Mr.  Adams  assumed 
the  right  to  entor  into  treaty  with  a  delegation 
from  that  part  of  the  Greek  tribe  of  Indiana 
which  was  known  as  hostile  to  the  United 
States  daring  the  late  war,  by  which  he  re- 
ceded to  that  tribe  a  part  of  the  territory,  a 
oomidete  tide  to  whidi  had,  by  the  ratification 
of  the  treatr  of  ^826,  vested  hi  Geor^  and 
this  without  the  privity  or  consent  ai  that 
State ;  thus  virtuaUy  ceding  to  an  Indian  tribe 
a  part  of  a  sovereign  State,  Now,  aud  Itr. 
T.,  if  it  was  competent  tor  Mr.  Adams  thos  to 
re-cede  to  the  Oreek  Indians  a  portion  of  terri- 
tory which  had  thns  become  a  part  of  a  sov- 
ereign State,  was  it  not  competent  for  him  to 
re-cede  to  those  Indians,  as  well  as  to  the 
Oherokees,  all  the  territory  obt^ned  from 
them  by  previous  porchases  t  And  if  so,  what 
point  of  limitation  conld  have  stayed  his  wast- 
mg  hand  in  a  backward  course  of  reckless  pol- 
ioy  t  Oonoede  this  power  to  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate  of  the  Union,  and  the  white  population 
may  be  driven  into  the  Atlantic  by  a  retroces- 
sion of  the  whole  territory  to  the  aboriginal 
inhabitants  of  this  oontineat  Ajiy  or  ul  of 
the  States  cf  this  Union  might  be  sold  by  him 
to  a  foreign  power.  These,  stud  Mr.  T.,  were 
the  views  which  inflnenoed  the  delegation  from  * 
Georgia  to  give  their  vote  sgunst  the  treaty 
made  by  Mr.  Adams  with  the  Greek  Indians, 
as  well  as  against  the  appropriation  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  And  the  principles  upon  whioh 
the  delegation  from  Georgia  acted  on  that  oc- 
casion, are,  it  seems  to  me,  said  Mr.  T.,  sueh  as 
ought  to  have  induced  every  honeat  and  cor- 
rect man,  who  had  any  knowledge  of  oonstita- 
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ti<aial  pniKnpIes  and  provision^  to  vote  in  op- 
position to  each  a  darmg  violation  constitu- 
tiooal  principles,  sach  a  monetrooB  stretch  of 
ezeontive  power,  as  was  committod  hj  Ur. 
Adams  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  ViNTVN  then  took  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dreased  the  Booae  two  hoars  agiuost  the  bilL 
^  When  he  ooDcInded,  seven  or  eight  members 
*Tiwe;  bnt 

Dnu,  having  obtained  the  floor,  moved 
^he  prevJooB  question. 

Hr,  TaoKPSON,  of  Georg^  moved  a  call  of 
^e  Hoose. 

^Ur.  LuuB,  of  Geor^a,  demanded  the  reas 
3jjd  navs  on  tbis  motion  -,  which  being  taken, 
call  was  ordered  by  a  vote  of  128  to  29. 
Xhe  roll  was  then  called,  when  it  appeared 
tjj^f'e  were  seven  members  absent,  two  of 
yfiicva  soon  after  entered  the  Hall ;  and,  after 
gon^time, 

Ifr.  Beg  WW  moved  a  snspeasion  of  further 
prooSedinffa,  which  motion  was  dedded  by  jeas 
nays  in  the  affirmative. 

motion  for  the  previons  question  recnr- 
]^Q^,  the  Hoose  divided,  and,  tellers  being  ap- 
popted  by  the  Ohmr,  they  reported  ninety-three 
1^  putting  the  previous  question,  and  ninety- 
^ine  agunst  it. 

Mr.  Watvr  said:  Sir,  I  proceed  to  the 
discus^on  of  the  snbjdkt:  and  the  first  point  of 
inquiry  is,  what  was  the  condition  of  the  In- 
diui  in  regard  to  his  right  to  land  or  soil  upon 
this  continent,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the 
arrival  of  the  white  man?  This  inquiry  into 
the  Indian's  ownerehip  of  the  soil,  when  be 
was  first  visited  by  the  colonists,  is  forced  upon 
ns  by  the  manner  in  which  the  whole  question 
has  been  argued  by  our  advrasaries  in  and  out 
of  this  House.  I  would  willingly  have  avoid- 
ed it,  if  it  bad  not  been  made  the  source  of 
fruitful  imposition  in  this  controversy.  For 
effect,  and  to  produce  a  sympathy  to  interfere 
with  the  understanding  of  the  argument  in 
support  of  the  measure  now  before  us,  the  In- 
dian, has  been  called  the  owner  of  the  soil — 
that  be  generously  permitted  onr  ancestors  to 
partake  of  what  the  providence  of  God  had 
given  to  him  and  his  fathers  as  an  inheritance 
— "  that,  as  original  tenant  of  the  soil,  by  im- 
memorial possession,  he  holds  a  title  beyond 
and  superior  to  tho  British  Grown  aoA.  her  cA- 
<Hiiea,  and  to  all  adverse  pretentataa  d  onr 
confederation  and  subsequent  nni<a."  Sir,  we 
meet  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  so  fondly 
revert  to  the  rights  of  these  early  and  first 
Iwda  of  the  Bf»l,  and  deny  that  the  Indian  had 
either  ownership,  proprietary  right,  or  tenancy 
by  occupancy,  to  the  lan^  over  which  he 
roamed.  It  is  commonly  said,  our  ownership 
exists  by  purchase  from  tike  Indian,  and  that  he 
was  proprietor  and  sovereign  of  the  soil.  But 
both  are  said,  only  because  he  was  found  upon 
the  continent  at  its  discovery.  That  he  wss  in 
possession  of  portions  of  land,  whu^  were  in 
savage  outtivrntm,  over  which  he  roamed  for 
game  and  war— that  several  of  the  tribes  had 
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designated  natural  boundaries  as  the  limits  of 
their  hunting  ground^  and  clumed  such  an 
exclosive  use  of  it,  against  other  tribes,  no  one 
will  deny.  Bnt  did  uie  extent  of  their  natural 
rights  against  each  other  give  such  a  title  or 
occupancy  to  all  that  they  a^;reffately  dumed, 
as  to  include  a  power  to  exclude  others  from 
seeking  this  continent  as  a  resting-place  from 
peraeontimi  and  wanLand  making  it  the  land 
of  civilizati<Hi  and  C^ristiaiutyf  Bbr.  they 
were  proinietors  of  what  they  used,  so  long  as 
it  was  used ;  bnt  not  sovereigns  <a  any  rart 
The  one  denotes  a  thing  or  place  in  possMnon ; 
the  other  is,  striotiy,  an  artificial  tenn,  applica- 
ble only  to  that  stfUe  of  society  where  Govern- 
ment is  snffloientiy  advanced  to  class  those  liv- 
ing under  it  in  the  comrnxmity  of  nations; 
where  there  is  individuality  of  possesion  and 
pursuit,  and  a  recognition  of  the  leading  prin- 
ciples of  condoct  between  man  and  man,  with 
cnstoms  or  laws  to  enforce  the  observance  of 
them ;  and  that  c(niq>aet«d  existence  of  a  {peo- 
ple, which  separates  than  frtnn  others,  and 
givea  to  them  the  name  and  attitude  oS  a  na- 
tion, in  its  relative  portion  with  other  nations. 
Sovereignty  over  soU  is  the  attribute  of  States ; 
and  it  can  nev^  be  afSrmed  of  tribes  living  in 
a  savage  condition,  without  any  of  the  elements 
of  oivuization,  as  they  were  exhibited  in  the 
nations  of  antiquity,  or  in  those  of  modem 
times ;  whether  they  live  under  the  pressure  of 
Asiatic  superstitions,  or  in  the  emancipated 
privileges  of  Ofaristendom.  Among  the  In- 
dians of  North  America,  an  apprc^riation  of 
soil  to  individuals  was  unknown — nor  had  any 
of  the  tribes  any  institutions  to  indicate  that 
the  propertgr  in  the  soil  was  in  the  tribe,  as 
was  the  oaae  anumg  the  amnent  Gennans,  ex- 
cept the  fluctuating  limita  which  a  stronger 
tnbe  chose  to  assume,  from  time  to  time,  to 
prevent  hunting  excursions  within  them  by  a 
weaker.  Theirs  was  the  hunter's  state,  and  in 
a  lower  otmdition  ot  it  than  had  been  known 
before  by  dvilized  man.  Their  hun^  being 
appeased,  from  flood  and  field,  individuals,  or 
parties  of  each  tribe,  roved  over  the  land  In 
pursuit  of  game,  without  regard  to  the  place  in 
which  it  was  taken ;  and  thwr  wander&igs  in 
the  chase  knew  no  hounds,  except  as  they  were 
regulated  by  the  quantity  of  game,  or  as  they 
ascertained  the  exiateiuie  <tf  some  other  tribe^ 
Qsing  the  ac\jaoent  land  far  the  same  purpose. 
Without  formal  oonventions  to  fix  boundaries^ 
the  tribes  in  the  nei^^hborhood  of  each  other, 
in  the  course  of  tune,  knew'  the  hunting 
grounds  as  they  were  Beparatdy  claimed.  A 
trespass  by  either  upon  u>e  grounds  of  anoth- 
er, was  fbUowed  by  individual  contentions  or 
tribal  war.  Vfan  taught  the  savage  prudence, 
or  rather  how  to  smother  his  revenge,  until 
time  or  accident  placed  it  in  his  power  to  slake 
bis  demon  remembrances  of  supposed  or  actual 
wrongs  in  the  blood  and  entrails  of  his  enemy. 
When  the  relative  strength  of  tribes  prevented 
one  from  extarpatang  or  enslaving  another,  the 
fears  of  each  oonce&d  to  the  other  rights,  not 
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to  the  land  or  soil,  "bat  to  the  fish  in  its  Btresms, 
and  to  the  animals  on  its  Bartaoe;  and  this 
mrafroctuary  ei^oyment  was  aU  tluU  the  Indian 
eUumed.  Can  sach  a  use  of  a  country  nre  a 
property  in  the  soil  I  or  did  it,  "bj  the  law  of 
natare,  empower  the  Indian  to  exclude  the 
white  man  from  making  a  settlement  within 
tiie  limits  of  the  hnnling  gronnds  of  the  far- 
mer, and  m^taining  his  possession  hj  fbroe,  if 
he  had  ability  to  do  so  I 

Bat,  sir,  this  question  ia  settled  for  ns ;  and, 
ontil  this  controversy  began,  I  had  not  anp- 
posed  it  would  have  been  overlooked  jor  de- 
nied :  and  it  is  with  some  surprise  that  I  have 
heard  it.  stated,  in  the  oonrse  of  this  debate, 
that  H  was  the  generooB  consent  of  the  Indians 
wlucb  pmnltted  our  aoeeston  to  hepn  the  set- 
tlement of  these  glorious  States,  thwb  we  were 
intruders  upon  their  possessioos,  and  were  now 
to  repay  their  kindnesses  to  our  forefatbers  by 
driving  them  into  annihilation.  Yattel  says, 
folio  section  81 ;  "  The  whole  earth  is  ap- 
pointed for  the  nourishment  of  the  inhabitants ; 
bat  it  would  be  incapable  of  doing  so,  was  it 
nncoltivated.  Every  nation  is,  then,  obliged, 
by  the  law  of  nature,  to  cultivate  the  ground 
that  has  fallen  to  its  share ;  and  it  has  no  right 
to  expect  or  require  assistance  from  others  any 
farther  than  as  ^e  laad  in  its  p<»seasion  is  in* 
capable  of  famishing  it  with  necessaries.  Those 
people,  like  ancient  Gennans  uii  modem 
Tartars^  wha  having  fertile  eonntriea,  disdain 
to  eoltivnte  the  earth,  and  choose  rather  to  live 
by  rapine,  are  wanting  to  themselves,  and  de- 
serve to  be  exterminated  as  sav^e  and  pemi- 
cioas  beastB.  There  are  others,  who,  to  avoid 
^ricalture,  would  live  only  by  hunting  and 
th^  flocks.  Tills  might,  doubtless,  be  allowed 
in  the  first  ages  of  the  world,  when  the  earth, 
witiioat  cultivatioD,  produced  more  than  was' 
sufficient  to  feed  its  few  inhabitants.  But  at 
present,  when  the  human  race  is  so  greatly 
malliplied,-it  could  not  snbsist  if  all  nations 
resolved  to  live  in  that  manner.  Those  who 
still  retain  this  idle  lifia,  usurp  more  extensive 
territories  than  they  would  have  occasion  for, 
were  they  to  nscr  honest  labor,  and  have,  there- 
fore, no  reason  to  complain,  if  other  nations, 
more  laborious  and  too  dosely  confined,  come 
to  possess  a  "part.  Thus,  though  the  conquest 
of  the  unciviiized  empires  of  Pern  and  Mexico 
was  a  notorious  usurpation,  the  establishment 
of  many  colonies  on  the  continent  of  North 
America  may,  on  their  confining  themselves 
within  joat  bounds,  be  extremely  lawM.  The 
people  of  these  vast  countries  rather  overran 
than  inhabited  l^em." 

And  the  same  writer,  in  his  ob^)ter  upon  the 
eatablishmmt  of  a  nation  in  a  coantr>',  re- 
marks :  "  There  is  another  celelvated  question, 
to  which  the  discovery  of  the  New  World  has 
principally  given  rise.  It  is  a^ed,  if  a  nation 
may  lawfally  take  possession  of  a  part  of  a 
vaat  country,  in  which  there  are  found  none 
bat  erratic  nations,  incapable,  by  the  smallness 
of  their  nnmbera,  to  people  the  whole.  We 
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have  already  observed,  in  establishing  the  obli- 
gation to  cultivate  the  earth,  that  these  naUona 
cannot  exclusively  appropriate  to  themselves 
more  land  than  they  have  occasion  for,  and 
whioh  they  are  unable  to  settle  and  cultivate. 
Their  removing  their  habitations  through  these 
immense  regions  cannot  be  taken  for  a  true  and 
legal  possession ;  and  the  people  of  Europe,  too 
closely  pent  up,  finding  land  of  which  these 
nations  are  in  no  particular  want,  and  of  which 
they  make  no  actual  and  constant  use,  may 
lawfully  possess  it,  and  establish  colonies  there. 
We  have  already  said  that  the  earth  belongs  to 
the  human  race  in  general,  and  was  designed  to 
famish  it  with  subsistence.  If  each  nation 
had  resolved,  from  the  beginning,  to  appropri- 
ate to  itself  a  vast  country,  that  the  pe<mle 
might  live  only  by  hunting,  fishing,  and  imd 
fruits,  our  globe  would  not  be  snfficient  to 
maintain  a  tenth  part  of  its  present  inhabit- 
ants. People  have  not,  then,  deviated  from 
the  views  of  nature,  in  confining  the  Indians 
within  niffrow  limits.  However,  we  cannot 
help  praisiog  the  moderation  of  the  English 
Puritans  who  first  settled  in  New  England, 
who,  notwithstanding  their  being  Amiiahea 
with  a  charter  from  their  soTereiKO,  purchased 
of  the  Indians  the  land  they  resolved  to  calti- 
vate."  And,  sir,  is  not  this  commendable 
moderation  in  regard  to  the  Indians,  which  we 
now  propose  to  pursue,  but  which  gentlemen 
from  New  England  interpose  to  defeat,  witii  an 
unfllial  disre^trd  of  the  source  from  whioh  we 
draw  the  example  of  onr  conduct  t  Whenever 
it  is  said,  then,  that  &e  Indian  permitted  the 
white  man  to  occupy  the  lands  we  now  possess, 
no  more  is  meant  than  that  he  stipulated,  for  a 
price,  to  abstain  from  using  the  power  of  num- 
bers to  repress  the  settlement  of  a  colony  in  its 
infancy.  Every  contract  between  the  early 
settlers  and  the  Indians  will  show  it  to  have 
been  the  apprehension  of  the  former  that  they 
were  buying  peace,  and  not  lands — ^though,  to 

E reserve  the  first,  it  was  necessary  tliat  some 
oundories  shonld  be  determined  by  the  par- 
ties, within  whioh  each  was  to  live  in  his 
accustomed  manner.  To  acknowledge  in  the 
Indian  a  greater  right  in  the  soil  than  has  been 
stated,  and  to  have  allowed  it  in  practice, 
would  be  an  admission  of  the  propriety  of  his 
continuing  to  live  in  his  irrationiu  condition ; 
irrational,  because  their  numbers  might  have 
been  supplied  with  food  by  the  onltivation  of  a 
hundredth  part  of  the  territory  which  the 
tribes  claim  for  the  chase.  For,  notwithstand- 
ing it  suits  the  purposes  of  gentlemen  to  call 
them  great  and  ]^werfhl  nations,  which  have 
dwindled  into  in^gnificanee  from  their  contact 
with  the  white  man,  who  does  not  know  ttiat 
the  tan  of  the  colonists,  the  natural  love  oi 
the  marvellous  in  the  savage,  and  his  meta- 

Shorical  expression  of  numbers,  magnified  hun- 
reds  into  thousands,  and  the  hundred  tribes 
into  which  they  were  divided  into  millions  of 
persons!  Trumbull,  in  his  history,  gives  a 
condensed  bat  v^  satisfactory  view  of  this 
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point,  which  oorresponds  with  the  researches 
of  the  best  writers  upon  the  sabjeot ;  and  the 
question  in  regard  to  aboriginal  population  in 
tlie  United  S^tea,  when  the  colonista  landed, 
i»  so  well  settled,  that  even  the  warmest  ad- 
mirers of  Kew  England  antiqoities  no  longer 
repeat  the  delnsions  of  Mather  and  Ne^e. 
What,  then,  beoomra  of  the  position,  so  vannt- 
in^ly  assumed  and  repeated  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  that  God,  in  Jus  proridenoe,  plant- 
ed these  tribea  ia  this  Weotwn  world,  and 
made  Uiem  tenants  of  the  scnl  bj  Immemorial 

g>s8esn(»i  ?  The  Indian  the  tenant  of  the  sdl  I 
e  never  was  so,  in  any  sense  of  tiie  word. 
But  it  is  by  the  misapplication  of  such  terms 
to  his  condition,  to  which  civilized  man  has 
affixed  a  distinct  meaning,  descriptive  of  indi- 
vidual ownanhip  in  lands,  that  we  are  misled 
aa  to  Indian  rights. 

Sir,  God,  in  his  providence,  had  been  pleased 
to  reveal  himself  to  the  man  of  another  conti- 
nent— his  purposes  towards  him,  in  time  and 
for  eternity — i^hat  was  his  rational  condition, 
hia  rights  over  the  earth,  though  the  penal^  of 
his  trooogreaBicm — how  the  proper  use  it 
would  condooe  to  his  eomfbrt,  and  the  inwease 
of  his  species,  and,  by  binding  men  in  commn- 
nities,  would  keep  alive  a  social  devotion  to  his 
Maker,  and  the  remembrance  of  a  hereafter,  in 
which  men  are  to  live  a  life  of  immortality. 
It  was  this  providence  which  gave  to  onr  &- 
thers  the  right  to  plant  themselves  by  the  side  of 
the  Indian — ^to  draw  themselves,  and  to  teach 
their  degraded  brother  to  draw,  from  their 
mother  earth,  bounties  which  he  neither  knew 
how  to  produce  nor  to  enjoy.  What  though 
the  Indian  roved  through  tlie  forests  of  Amer- 
ioa  eotemporaneously  with  the  wanderings  of 
Gk>d's  diosen  people  in  their  escape  from  Egyp- 
tian bondage — time  could  ^ve  to  him  no  nght 
to  more  or  the  soil  than  he  ooold  onltivate ; 
and  tiie  decree  which  denied  him  to  be  i<aA  of 
the  domain,  was  the  Almighty's  command  to 
his  creatures  to  till  the  earth. 

Oompare  the  present  population  of  the  world 
with  its  magnitude ;  and,  if  men  were  still  rov- 
ing tribes,  without  civilization  or  fixed  habita- 
tion, ita  spontaneous  productions  of  vegetables, 
fish,  fowl,  and  animals,  would  be  sufficient  to : 

Srevent  mankind  from  degenerating  to  the  con- 
ition  of  cannibals.  Sir,  the  civilized  man  of 
Europe,  pinched  by  want,  and  worn  down  by 
intoleranee;  neither  needed  the  edicts  of  popes, 
nor  the  charters  of  kings,  to  sath(»1ae  nim  to 
make  this  Western  world  bis  reftige.  His 
wants  admonished  him  to  seek  a  land  where 
his  labors  would  be  rewarded  hj  plenty ;  tyran- 
ny absolved  him  from  all  allegiance  to  the  place 
of  his  nativity ;  and  his  right  to  make  this  con- 
tinent the  grave  of  himself  and  the  home  of 
his  posterity,  was,  that  the  Indian  claimed  ter- 
ritories too  large  for  tiie  condition  in  which 
God  intended  man  should  be;  and  that  the 
land  which  was  not  in  individual  as  well  as  in 
tribal  use,  and  only  in  use  for  hunting,  was  not 
snoh  an  occapanoy  aa  excluded  others  from  its 
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enjoyment,  or  which  created  an  ownership 
which  it  was  mijnst  to  invade.  Kor  can  the 
right  for  which  I  contend  be  refuted,  until  it 
can  be  shown  that  no  pressure  of  want  or 
tynmny  will  justify  expatriation,  and  that,  in 
our  necessities,  we  are  debarred  from  casting 
our  eyes  to  tliose  new  r^ons  which  science 
and  enterprise  have  discovered,  and  which  God 
intended  for  the  support  of  all  which  its  sor- 
face,  aided  by  OQltivatica),  can  maintoin.  The 
Indian,  a  creature  like  onraelTes,  had  his  share 
in  tiiis  new  world — and  Ohristians,  coming 
among  them,  had  no  tight  to  treepass,  bat  only 
to  partake.  This  was  only  a  share — not  a  po- 
litical right,  or  jurisdiction,  or  ownership,  be- 
cause God  had  placed  him  in  the  midst  of  these 
groves,  mountains,  and  streams,  to  deprive  his 
more  civilized  brother  from  resting  in  their 
shade,  enjoying  their  grandeur,  or  partaking  of 
their  products,  and  to  commit  them  as  an  in- 
heritance to  endless  generations.  I  will  not 
presume  to  inquire  by  what  tremendous  moral 
or  natural  convninon  a  portion  of  the  bnman 
race  were  separated  from  the  rest,  and  allowed 
to  degenerate  into  barbarism;  butj  knowing 
the  fact,  reason  and  the  records  of  divinity  teU 
me,  aa  well  by  precept  as  by  example,  that, 
wb^  resisted  by  the  man  of  Europe,  the  sav- 
age America  was  not  in  the  condition  which 
God  intended  his  creatures  to  be — that  their 
rights  over  soil  or  territory  were  limited  to 
what  they  could  catch  or  Idll,  to  appease  the 
cravings  of  hunger — ^to  the  spots  npon  which 
they  may  have  built  their  huts — and  that  they 
had  no  such  jurisdiction  over  the  land,  as 
would  have  justified  them  in  refusing  to  re- 
ceive from  the  emigrant  a  something  as  the 
pledge  that  they  were  to  live  in  amity  with 

In  this  branch  of  the  discnssion,  I  have 
advanced  no  principle  ineondstent  with  the 
most  rigid  morality — ^none  which  it  has  not 
been  convenient  to  gentiemen,  in  the  ardor  of 
their  opposition,  to  forget ;  and  I  have  been 
forced  to  occupy  the  time  I  hare  taken,  the 
more  efl%)ctually  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  many 
of  a  misconception  of  Indian  rights  over  soU 
and  territory,  and  of  that  amiable  sympathy 
for  early  Indian  generosity,  which  has  been  so 
dexterondy  turned  into  opposition  to  the  pres- 
ent administration  by  the  plaintive  retrospec- 
tion of  our  adversaries. 

It  is  time,  however,  ^r,  to  inqnire  into  what 
was  the  political  oondiuon  of  the  Indians  in 
regard  to  England,  after  the  colony  was  colo- 
nized. Did  they  oontlDae  to  be  independent 
of  that  Government  I  And,  if  not,  what  por- 
tion of  their  independence  was  Buirendered 
voluntarily,  or  taken  away  by  conquest  t  Did 
the  Indian,  after  having  surrendered  the  right 
which  he  claimed  to  sell  hia  hunting  grounds, 
by  acknowledging  the  pre-emption  of  them  to 
be  in  Great  Britain,  retain  any  thing  to  himself 
bnt  a  qualified  right  of  occupancy,  with  a  po- 
litical and  civil  jurisdiction  over  their  persons 
and  lands  in  the  king  of  England  I  I  g'haH  not| 
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of  oonrae,  detain  the  Honse  wtth  refereoces 
to  the  ISabory  of  the  Toanj  tribes  of  Indians 
which  acknowledged  thraiselTes  to  be  subjects 
of  the  king  of  England  previoos  to  1766 ;  bat, 
in  iUnstrstion  of  the  jorisdictioii  claimed  hj 
the  Eoclish  orer  the  Indian,  and  practicaUy 
aaserteol  it  will  be  well  to  refer  gentlemen  who 
deny  any  jurisdiction  to  the  States  over  the  In- 
dians liTing  in  their  limits,  to  the  historical 
I'ecollectaoiui  of  the  treaties  of  Ryswiok  and 
Utrecht,  between  the  English  and  French,  and 
the  last  of  which  was  ratified  in  1718.  In 
those  treaties  we  find  the  English  cltuming  do- 
minion, exercising  sovereignty,  which  was  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Indians  tiiemselves,  and 
adnutted  by  ft«  French,  over  the  meet  formi- 
dable a890<Aaliini  of  sava^  in  North  America, 
and  the  only  tribes  havrng  the  semblance  of 
Govemment— the  Five  Nations.  They  we 
termed,  in  the  treaty,  the  subjects  of  England, 
and  are  diatiogoish^  from  other  Indians  uving 
within  the  grants  of  the  king,  who  are  oaUed 
the  friends  of  England,  but  had  not  acknowl- 
edged themselves  to  be  sut^ects.  In  regard  to 
the  latter,  it  is  sufficient  to  assert,  what  cannot 
be  denied,  that  all  tiie  tribes  in  the  provinces, 
or  on  their  borders,  had  acknowledged  them- 
eelves  to  be  sabieds  of  the  king  previous  to 
1766,  and  no  tnbe  more  ptnntedly  than  the 
Cberokees.  As  early  as  the  year  1780,  they 
aoknowlfidged  So^and'B  Idng  as  their  mon- 
arch, and  reeeived  ftom  the  nands  of  his  en- 
T(^,  Sir  Alexander  Onmming,  a  commander-in- 
diief  for  the  Cherokee  nation.  They  sent  a 
deputation  of  olue&  to  England—"  hud  the 
crown  of  their  nation,  with  tJ^e  scalps  of  their 
enemies  and  feathers  of  glory,  at  his  M^jesty's 
feet,  as  a  pledge  of  their  loyalty."  They  not 
only  Btipnlate^  by  treaty,  to  be  the  allies  of 
England,  in  war  and  peace — ^but,  by  treaty,, 
they  were  to  surrender  their  own  people  for  a 
violation  of  the  rights  of  Englishmen,  as  well 
as  Englishmen  who  might  trespass  upon  them. 

this  treaty  tiie  king  aeqnired  a  ripit  to  give 
a  title  to  Oherokee  landa,  and  the  Oherokees 
became  inffividoally  his  eubjeote.  Nor  was 
their  dependency  and  snt^ecUon  to  Great 
Brit^  in  any  way  interrupted  for  twenty-five 
years. 

When  the  disputes  between  the  French  and 
Eng^b,  concerning  their  territories  in  Amer- 
ica, brought  on  war,  the  Cherokees  agtun  ac- 
knowledged their  fealty  to  the  king  of  Eng- 
land; and  though,  at  the  termination  of  the 
war,  they  were  seduced  from  their  allegiance 
by  the  artifices  of  the  French,  and  by  the  mis- 
ooodnct  of  some  of  our  people,  yet  the  war 
with  them  ended  in  their  complete  subjugation 
1^  Grant,  Montgomery,  and  Btewart.  Hostili- 
tMS,  it  is  tme,  ceased  by  treaty,  but  they  were 
not  treated  with  as  equals:  and  the  king  of 
England  re-affirmed  his  sovereignty  and  juris- 
diction over  them,  bnt  left  them  in  the  midis- 
torbed  occupancy  of  their  hunting  grounds — 
atiU  retuning  tiie  light  to  grant,  them,  only 
ndject  to  anch  ocoapanqy.    And  this  sot- 
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ereign^  and  jurisdiction  were  exercised  in  va- 
rious ways,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and 
were  shown  in  the  moat  undeniable  character, 
when,  id  the  war  of  Ae  revolution,  the  Cihwo- 
kees  obeyed  the  orders  of  England,  and  laid 
waste  the  frontiers  of  the  Oarounas  and  Geor- 
gia. When  the  constancy  of  our  people  termi- 
nated what  had  been  gloriously  began,  by  a 
glorious  peace,  England,  snbdued  where  she 
had  waged  the  war,  sorrendered  her  sovereign- 
ty and  jurisdiction  of  every  kind  over  all  the 
people  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United 
Stetes.  From  that  moment,  not  only  Oeoi^a, 
bnt  every  State  in  the  conf^eracy,  where  In- 
dians were,  asserted,  by  their  legislation,  a 
jurisdiction  over  them  and  thdr  lands;  and, 
until  very  recently,  notwittutanding  the  nature 
of  the  intoroonrae  between  the  trioes  and  the 
United  States,  this  jurisdiction  of  the  States 
over  the  Indians  within  their  Umits  had  not 
been  denied,  even  by  implication.  Nor  is  it 
now  denied  entirely,  except  in  behalf  of  the 
Oherokees,  who  are  supposed  to  be  released 
from  its  operation  by  virtue  of  treaties  be- 
tween that  tribe  and  the  United  Stetes.  The 
weakness,  however,  of  such  a  pretence  shall 
be  shown,  when  the  provisions  of  those  treaties 
shall  be  examined,  as  they  will  be  before  I  con- 
elnde. 

The  jurisdiction,  rir,  of  which  I  speak,  did 
not  extend  to  a  iight^  imon  the  part  or  the 
Stetes,  to  deprive  t£e  Imuans  of  their  hunting 
grounds,  without  a  canse,  and  without  compen- 
sation ;  bnt  it  was  ezercdsed,  as  it  bad  been 
done  by  England,  in  preventing  them  from 
selling  any  of  their  lands  without  permission 
from  the  States — though  they  were  granted  by 
the  Stetes  without  consulting  the  tribes,  and 
the  grantees  took  their  titiea,  diabnrdened  of 
every  lien  or  encumbrance  except  Indian  occu- 
pancy. The  Stetes  claimed,  and  withont  any 
exception  the  Indians  acknowledged  they  had 
a  pre-emption  of  their  lands.  The  Stetes  reg- 
ulated their  trade;  and  this  without  treaty 
stipulations,  bnt  In  vlrtne  of  the  snthortty  to 
do  so,  which  the  Lidiuis  had  conceded  to  Eng- 
land. The  Stetes  punished  them  for  violations 
of  law,  whether  conmiitted  within  the  territo- 
ry which  had  been  reduced  practically  under 
their  police,  or  withont  it  And,  in  short,  the 
jurisdiction  was  asserted  in  every  particular, 
and  nothing  was  left  to  the  Indians  bnt  an  an- 
thority  over  each  other,  which,  as  savages, 
they  had  exercised,  and  which,  in  our  uiea 
condition,  it  was  inconvenient  to  the  Stetes  to 
assume.  This  jurisdiction  was  asserted  by 
Hassachusette  as  early  as  1672;  and  the  In- 
diana' right  to  land  in  that  *' jniudicticm,"  was 
limited  by  stetnte  to  sndh  as  they  had  "  pos- 
sessed, improved,  and  subdned."  At  the  same 
time,  the  Indians*  right  to  aell  land  was  prohib- 
ited, by  severe  penalties,  withont  "license  from 
that  court"  Nor  were  they  permitted  to 
"  make  grante  for  a  term  of  years."  All  trade 
with  the  Indians  in  that  province  was  forbid- 
den, under  the  penalty  of  a  confiscation  of  the 
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merobandise,  "  becaose  tbe  trade  of  fare  with 
the  Indians  in  this  jnrisdiotion  doth  properly 
belong  to  the  commonwealth."  And  his  ex- 
cellenc;'  tbe  Governor,  with  the  conseDt  of  his 
conncil,  was  empowered  to  "  appoint  and  com- 
misaionate  discreet  persons,  witbm  Beveral  parts 
of  this  province,  to  have  the  inspection  and 
more  partioalar  care  and  government  of  the 
Indians  in  thdr  respective  plantations ;  and  to 
faave,  nse,  and  exo^nse  the  power  of  a  jnstice 
of  tbe  peace  ov^  them,  in  all  matters,  civil 
and  criminalf  as  well  for  the  bearing  and  deter- 
mining pleas  between  partj  and  party,  and  to 
award  execQtioQ  thereon,  as  for  examining, 
hearing,  and  poniahing  of  criminal  offences, 
according  to  the  acts  and  laws  of  this  prov- 
ince, BO  far  as  the  power  of  a  jnstice  does  ex- 
tend ;  as  also  to  nominate  and  t^point  consta- 
bles and  other  proper  and  necessary  officers 
among  tbem." 

It  would  only  bave  been  disweet,  too,  in  gen- 
tlemen fgam  Uassaohiuetts,  Uune,  Oonneotloat, 
and  New  York,  who  bave  zeal oa sly  distin- 
gnisbed  themselves  by  opposiUon  to  tbe  measore 
now  before  ns,  to  have  examined  more  minntely 
than  they  appear  to  have  done,  into  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  jnrisdiction  claimed  by  the 
States  over  Indians  living  in  their  limits.  If 
they  had  done  so,  it  is  reasonable  to  think  that 
the  fear  of  the  re-action  of  their  reproaches 
against  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  having  ex- 
cluded the  Cherokees  from  giving  testimony, 
but  In  certain  oases,  in  her  conrts,  wonld  have 
restnuned  them  from  the  free  indnlgence  of 
their  regrets  in  that  r^;ard.  Sir,  in  l£e  State 
Just  mentioned,  as  the  law  stands  at  this  day, 
the  evidmoe  of  an  Indian,  Uioogh  snstained  by 
Btroog  "oooourring  cLrcamstanoee,  amonnting 
to  a  high  presomption,"  in  the  only  case  in 
which  an  Indian  is  permitted  by  statute  to  tes- 
tify, is  nollifled  by  the  aocosed,  if  he  will  but 
swear  the  aocnsation  to  be  antme.  Nay,  sir, 
so  far  is  this  JunBdiction  carried  by  Massachu- 
setts, tbat  a  devise  of  real  estate  by  an  Indian 
was;,  and  is  to  this  day,  noli  and  void ;  and  so 
nninterrupted  has  been  thepatcmal  superintend- 
ence of  that  State  over  uiese  children  of  the 
forest,  who  have  been  cmelly  subjected  to  laws, 
under  which  at  least  their  nnmbers  have  not 
increased,  though  admirably  calculated  to'  ^ve 
h^inese,  stre^;tb,  and  r^peotability  to  tteir 
masters,  tiiat,  as  late  as  1805,  we  find  statutory 
^ardlans  wpointed  to  have  tbe  care  and  over- 
right  of  said  Indians  and  their  property,  with 
fiQl  power  to  snperintend  t^e  same.  All  con- 
veyances by  them  of  lands  in  fee,  or  for  a  term 
of  years,  are  declared  to  be  "  utterly  void,  and 
of  none  effect,  except  approved  by  their  guar- 
dians." And,  by  a  statute  passed  in  1810,  so 
wholesome  has  been  the  operation  of  Hassa- 
chnsetts  legidation  npon  the  morals  and  in- 
crease of  the  Indiana  within  her  limits,  and  so 
carefully  have  tbey  assured  to  them  the  rights 
of  freemoi,  that  no  action  oanbe  anstained  **in 
any  court  of  law  Id  that  oonmon wealth,  where 
TniiiMi  is  a  plaintil^  milti—  the  ori^nal  win 


be  endorsed  by  two  or  more  of  their  guar- 
dians." 

While,  sir,  I  am  upon  the  subject  of  Massa- 
chnsetts  jurisdiction  over  the  Indians,  permit 
me  to  remind  those  of  her  citizens  represenUng 
her  in  this  House,  and  who  are  so  tender  (n 
Cherokee  riKbts,  tiiat  their  State  has  distin- 
guished itself  by  (me  memoraUe  instance  of  pun- 
ishment fat  a  denial  erf  her  sovereign^  over  the 
Indians,  The  name  of  Roger  Williams  is 
miliar  to  tbe  ears  of  gentlemen  from  the  East; 
and  the  memory  of  ue  man  is  dear  to  all  who 
love  to  trace  the  begianing  of  that  Ohristian  lib- 
erty which  is  now  exhibiting  itself  in  triumph 
in  every  part  of  Europe,  and  which  we  so  folly 
enjoy ;  for  he  was  among  the  foremost,  if  not 
the  fir^Bt,  of  those  men  in  England  or  America, 
who  well  understood,  and  were  bold  enough  to 
preach  Christian  toleration.  'Williams,  however, 
was  a  politician  as  well  as  theologian;  and 
though  there  was  much  contention  concerning 
his  orthodoxy,  which  exposed  him  to  persecu- 
tion, his  lifs  will  hear  me  {tally  out  in  tbe  decla- 
ration that  he  would  never  have  been  banished, 
if,  in  the  zeal  for  fodian  rights,  be  had  not  said 
that  the  charter  of  Massachusetts  was  good  i<x 
nothing,  as  the  soil  and  sovereignty  were  not 
purcbued  from  the  Indians.  Neither  threats 
nor  persuarions  could  prevail  npon  bim  to  re- 
frain from  the  promulgation  of  this  political 
opinion;  and  tbe  magistrates  of  the  common- 
weal^ combated  it  in  tbe  shortest  way,  by  a 
sentence  of  banishment.  Sir,  the  State  of  Geor- 
na  dfums  at  the  hands  of  the  delegation  from 
Massachusetts,  in  her  present  otmtroversy,  the 
benefit  of  this  instance  of  the  exercise  of  her 
sovereignty ;  and  leaves,  tat  th^  consolatifm, 
the  reflections  which  may  be  drawn  from  the 
remembrance  tbat  the  jurisdiction  over  the  In- 
dians within  her  limits,  for  which  ^e  contends, 
\&  sanctioned  by  the  persecution  of  one.  of  the 
most  remarkaue  men  of  the  age  in  which  he 
lived,  on  aoount  ctf  his  denial  ofit  to  Maseachu- 
setts. 

Conneclaout,  too,  sir,  was  not  behind  her 
eldest  sister  in  the  assertion  of  her  jurisdiction 
and  sovereignty  over  the  Indians  within  her 
chartered  limits;  and  we  find  her  early  declar- 
ing "that  all  lands  in  this  Government  ara 
h<dden  <A  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  as  the  lord 
of  tbe  fee ;  and  that  no  title  to  any  lands  in  this 
colony  can  accrue  by  any  purchase  made  of  isi- 
dians,  on  pretenoe  of  their  being  native  pro- 
prietors thereof^  without  the  aUowance  and  ap- 
probation of  this  Assembly."  She  restruned 
and  regulated  trade  with  them  as  she  pleased ; 
and  directed  ber  selectmen  to  endeavor  to  as- 
semble the  Indians  annually,  "and  acquunt 
them  with  the  laws  of  the  Government  for  the 
punishment  of  such  immoralities  as  they  may 
be  guilty  of,  and  make  them  sensible  that  they 
are  not  exempted  from  the  penalties  of  such 
laws,  any  morethanhisM^esty'sothersul^jects 
in  the  colony  are."  Purchases  lands  from 
the  Indians,  "under  color  or  pretence  of  such 
Indians  b^ng  tiie  proprietors  of  said  lands  bjr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


101 


Mat,  1830.} 

a  native  riaht,"  witboat  leave  from  the  Assembly, 
are  forbidden  under  severe  penalties.  The  tes- 
timony  of  an  Indian,  though  snstuned  hy  strong 
eironmstances,  is  of  no  av^l,  if  the  accused  will 
but  swear  to  his  innocence.  And,  notwithstand- 
ing Connecticat,  hj  her  representatives  on  this 
floor,  remnnatrates  agtunst  any  civil  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  Oherokees  by  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, her  iMislators,  in  1808,  and  oolj  so  Car 
Mw  as  18sl,  paased  acta  sntgeoting  Indians  in 
her  limitB  to  the  same  puniahmoitB  as  are  to  Iw 
inflicted  upon  vhite  men  who  may  transgreaa 
ber  laws;  and  the  regnlation  of  their  property 
and  pefsons  Is  committed  to  that  kind  guardian* 
ship  which  their  degraded  condition  reqnires, 
and  without  which  they  would  be  constant 
Tictima  of  imposition. 

Sir,  I  pass  over  the  laws  of  M^ne,  New 
Hampsliire,  Bhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
aylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
and  South  Carolina,  in  aQ  of  which  juiisdiction 
and  sovereignty  over  the  Indians  in  their  re- 
epective  limita  are  asserted,  as  well  before  the 
revolution  as  after  it  and  practised  to  the  pres- 
ent iaj ;  and,  though  the  s^entleman  from  New 
York  (Ur.  Stobbs)  has,  by  his  manner  of  ar- 

Ening  this  question,  subjected  the  State  which 
e  representa,  in  part,  to  some  aaimadvernon, 
and  hima^  to  reproof,  I  will  content  myself 
witb  remarking  that  no  State  in  the  Union  has 
more  positively  insisted  upon  her  sovereignty 
over  Indians,  and  their  lands  within  her  limits, 
than  New  York ;  and  that  her  civil  jurisdiction 
over  t^eir  persons,  both  by  the  decision  of  her 
courts  and  her  statutes,  is  affirmed  in  the 
strongest  terms,  as  well  over  those  Indians  who 
have  not  ceded  their  lands  to  that  State,  as  over : 
tlioae  who  have:  andttus,  notwithatanding  the 
establishment  by  the  Indiana  <^  a  Government 
for  themselves,  olstming  to  be  independent  of 
that  State,  as  the  Cherokees  do  of  Georgia  and 
the  existence  of  treaties  between  those  Indians 
and  tlie  tToited  States,  containing  the  same  as- 
surances of  protection  and  goaranties  of  terri- 
tory, which,  it  is  said  by  gentlemen  on  this 
floor,  make  the  Cherokees  a  distinct  and  in- 
dependent nation.  Nor,  sir,  should  we  have 
h^trd  a  denial  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States 
over  Indians  within  their  limits,  if  the  too 
zealous  anxiety  of  gentlemen  to  defeat  the  ad- 
ministration, in  this  prominent  point  of  its 
policy,  had.  not  caused  an  oblivion  in  their 
minds  of  the  politioal  histwy  of  our  country. 
We  have  the  records  to  show  that  this  tUtim  of 
Jurisdiction  was  collectivity  admitted  by  the 
StabM,  from  the  beginning  of  their  flrst  con- 
federuiy  until  after  uie  adoption  of  the  present 
constitution ;  and  it  will  be  for  those  opposed 
to  US  to  prove  when,  how,  and  by  what  States, 
it  has  been  surrendered  to  the  United  States. 
We  call  for  the  convention,  agreement,  the 
direct  clause  in  the  constitution,  by  which  it  is 
given  up ;  or  for  any  other  which,  by  inference 
or  construction,  can  take  it  away.  * 

When  a  peti^on  from  a  part  of  Virginia  was 
laid  before  Oongresa,  on  the  1st  (tf  Jon^  177ff, 
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iiUimatbig  fears  of  a  rupture  with  the  Indians, 
on  account  of  Lord  Dnnmore's  conduct,"  and 
dedring  commissioners  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
the  Indians  at  Pittsborg,  it  was  ordered  tliat 
the  above  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  the 
colonies  of  Virginia  aad  Pennsylvania."  Nor 
were  there  any  subsequent  proceedings  in  re- 
gard to  it,  without  the  consent  and  co-operation 
of  those  States.  In  less  than  nz  weeks,  Con- 
gress, aware  of  the  efibrts  made  by  I^iah 
emissaries  to  ezoite  the  Indians  to  take  up  arms 
against  the  ocdonies,  took  snoh  steps  as  the  ex- 
igency required,  to  secure  their  fHeodslup  and 
nentndity ;  and  three  Indian  departments  were 
formed — the  Northern,  Middle,  and  Southern. 
But  in  none  of  their  subsequent  measures  was 
the  jurisdiction  of  States,  over  Indians  in  their 
limits,  in  any  way  infracted.  And  the  first  proof 
in  support  of  the  declaration  I  have  made,  is  to 
be  funud  in  the  proceedings  of  CongrMs  On 
the  2d  November,  1782,  when  a  deputation  from 
the  Catawba  tribe  urged  Congress  to  secure  to 
them  certun  lands  in  South  Carolina,  to  pre- 
serve them  from  being  "  intruded  into  by  force, 
and  not  to  be  alienaJted,  even  with  their  own 
consent."  Congress  knowing  where  the  juris* 
diction  was, 

Remtlved,  **  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Leg- 
islature of  South  Carolina  to  take  such  measures  for 
tbe  satiafaction  and  security  of  the  said  tribe,  as  the 
said  Legislature  shall,  in  their  wisdom,  think  St." 

And  for  the  particular  information  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stobbs,)  that 
he  may  hereafter  know  the  true  ground  of  that 
Staters  jurisdiction  over  Indians  within  her 
limits,  and,  in  his  future  discusMons  of  this 
subject,  either  privately  or  in  this  House,  that 
be  may  not  mistake,  and  mistake  it  to  be  from 
voluntary  concessions  by  Indians  to  the  State,  I 
refer  him  to  the  report  of  a  oommittee  of  Con- 
gress, May  Ist,  1782,  and  ask  to  be  permitted 
to  read  it  : 

let.  "It  dearly  appeared  to  jour  committee,  that 
all  tbe  lands  belongiug  to  the  Si^  Nations  of  In- 
diana, and  their  tributaries,  have  been,  in  doe  form, 
put  under  the  protection  of  the  crown  of  Eagland, 
by  tbe  stud  Six  Nations,  as  appended  to  tbe  late 
Gorernment  of  New  Yon,  so  fiir  as  respects  Jutto* 
diction  only." 

2d.  "  That  the  citizens  of  the  said  colony  of  New 
York  have  borne  the  bordeo,  both  as  to  blood  and 
treasure,  oi  protectins  and  supporUng  the  SMd  Six 
Nationa  of  Indians,  and  their  tributaries,  for  upwards 
of  one  hundred  yean  laat  past,  as  the  dependents 
and  allies  of  the  said  Govemment," 

Sd.  "That  the  crown  of  England  haa  always  con- 
sidered and  treated  the  country  of  the  said  Six  Na- 
tions, and  their  tributaries,  inhabiUng  as  far  aa 
the  foity-flfth  degree  of  north  ladtnde,  as  appends 
ant  to  the  QoverDment  of  New  YoA." 

4th.  "That  tbe  neighboring  colonies  of  XassachiH 
setts,  Gooneoticat,  FennsylvsSda,  Hanland,  and  Vii^ 
ginia,  have,  also,  from  time  to  time,  by  their  public 
acts,  recognized,  and  admitted  the  said  Six  Nations, 
and  tbeir  tributaries,  to  be  appendant  to  the  Gov- 
emment of  New  York." 
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And,  as  a  farther  reason  for  accepting  the 
cession  of  land  from  the  Btate  of  New  York,  to 
which  this  report  related,  it  is  concladed  in 
these  remarkaole  words :  *'  That  by  Oongrees 
accepting  this  cession,  the  jnrisdiotion  of  the 
whole  western  territory,  belonging  to  the  Six 
Kations  andjheir  tributaries,  wUl  be  vested  in 
the  United  States,  greatlT  to  tiie  advantage  of 
the  Union."  Woru  plainly  showing  the  joris- 
dioUon  to  be  in  the  State,  and  the  S^*b  ru^t 
to  transfer  it.  Nor,  nr,  most  it  be  sud  that 
these  repeated  recognitions  b^  Congress  of  the 
States'  jiarisdiotion  over  Indians  within  their 
limits,  was  owing  to  the  terms  in  which  that 
part  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  confederation 
giving  to  Congress  *'  the  sole  and  exclusive 
right  and  power  of  regnlating  the  trade  and 
managing  all  affairs  wim  the  Indians  not  mem- 
bcxra  of  any  of  the  States,"  is  expressed ;  for  the 
article  is  no  more  than  the  concession,  embodied, 
of  the  States'  jarisdiction :  and  the  care  with 
which  it  was  intended  to  be  retained  by  the 
States,  is  shown,  by  Congress  only  having  con- 
ceded to  it  the  power  to  regnlate  trade  and 
manage  all  affairs  "  with  the  Indiana  not  mem- 
bers of  any  of  the  States,"  and  this,  too,  "  pro- 
vided the  le^lative  right  of  any  State,  within 
its  own  limits,  be  not  infringed  or  violated." 
Bat,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  ^ven  to  Con- 
gress by  the  States  over  the  Indians,  Congress, 
by  its  proclamation  of  September  2d,  1788,  ex- 
ercised the  authority  which  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land had  done,  in  prohibiting  settiements  and 
forbidding  purchases  of  lands  inhabited  or 
clamed  by  Indians,  "  without  the  Umits  or  ju- 
risdiction of  any  particular  State."  When  it 
became  necessary  to  prepare  an  ordinance  for 
regulating  the  Indian  trade.  Congress  exhibited 
the  same  omnmendaUe  caution  in  rward  to  the 
States'  Jorisdiotion  over  Indians  in  tnor  limits, 
by  retolving  '*  that  the  preceding  measures  of 
dongr^  relative  to  Indian  affairs  shall  not  be 
construed  to  affect  the  territorial  claims  of  any 
of  the  States,  or  their  legislative  rights,  within 
their  limits."  But  why,  sir,  should  I  fatigue 
myself^  and  exhaust  the  patience  of  this  House, 
by  citing  additional  proofs  of  what  was  the 
universal  apprebenaion  of  the  jurisdiction  pos- 
sessed by  the  States  over  Indiaae  and  their 
lands  ?  Those  who  are  curious  in  this  matter, 
will  see,  by  consulting  the  Journals  of  the  con- 
vention, how  repeatedly,  in  framing  the  artacles 
of  oonfederation,  it  was  aobiowledeed.  There  is 
enough,  sir,  to  shield  the  State  of  Georgia  from 
the  imputation  of  setting  up  any  novel  preten- 
sion in  her  claim  of  Jurisdiction  over  the  Cher- 
okees,  and  their  lands  lying  in  the  State,  and 
pursuing  the  course  to  which  she  has  been 
urged  by  oircumstanoes,  regardless  of  what  may 
be  said  of  her.  The  Btate  is  prepared  to 
maintain  the  position  she  has  taken,  agtunst  any 
coercion  which  may  be  attempted,  and  her 
functionaries  are  ready  to  defend  her  rights  be- 
fore any  tribunal  by  which  they  can  be  consti- 
tutionally InTestigated.  We  uk  for  no  more 
than  otaer  States  have  and  continue  to  exendse^ 


[Mat,  1680. 

without  having  their  clums  of  jurisdiction  ova 
the  Indians  in  their  limits  questioned ;  and  our 
anthority,  proceeding  from  the  same  common 
fountain,  we  sball  not  permit  to  be  lessened,  or 
any  restraint  to  be  imposed  upon  its  exercise. 
Repeated  calumnies  against  the  8t^  have 
taught  her  people  to  bear,  with  dignity,  every 
slander  upon  its  honor :  and  it  is  our  pride  that, 
though,  m  the  many  controTerries  we  hxn 
had,  she  has  been  misjsdged  in  the  commenoe- 
ment,  the  Btate  has  never  claimed  a  politieal 
or  territorial  right  which  baa  not  been  con- 
ceded; and  time  has  uniformly  j^ven  to  her 
the  vantage  ground  of  vindioation  in  the  con- 
tention. 

Where  proofs  of  this  jarisdiction  in  the  States 
are  so  plain  and  nnmerous,  as  well  historical  as 
political,  it  becomes  necessary  for  those  who 
sust^  it,  to  notice  the  grounds  upon  which  it 
is  denied.  I  shall  state  them  fnUy,  so  far  as 
they  have  been  urged  in  this  debate,  and  by 
those  out  (d  this  Honse,  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  in  exciting  public  opimim  against 
the  policy  |ffop<wed  by  the  on  your  table. 
It  is  said,  in  behalf  ctf  Indian  independence  gen- 
erally, that,  as  early  as  1768,  the  King  issued  a 
proclamation,  forbidding  settlements  to  be  m'ade 
upon  any  lands  whatever,  "  which,  not  having 
been  ceded  or  purchased,  were  reserved  to  the 
Indians."  And  in  support  of  Cherokee,  Chick- 
asaw, Choctaw,  and  Creek  nationality  and  sep- 
arate existence  from  the  States  and  tiie  United 
States,  oertun  treaties  between  those  tribes  and 
the  United  States  are  cited  as  evidence.  Now, 
sir,  it  unfortunately  happens,  for  those  who 
have  such  faith  in  the  royal  ordinance  of  176S, 
that  it  asserts  d(uninion  over  the  Lidians  In 
terms,  and  merely  reserves  to  them  the  un- 
molested occupancy  of  their  "  hunting  gronnds." 
"  Whcireas  it  is  Jost  and  reasonable,  and  easen- 
tial  to  our  interest  and  the  securi^  of  onr  col- 
onies, that  the  several  nations  or  tribes  of  In- 
dians with  whom  we  are  connected,  and  who 
live  under  our  protection,  should  not  be  mo- 
lested or  disturbed  in  the  possession  of  snch 
parts  of  our  dominions  and  territories  as,  not 
having  been  ceded  to  or  pnrchased  by  nsj  are  re- 
served to  them,  or  any  of  them,  as  their  bunt- 
ing grounds,"  is  the  lan^age  of  tiie  proclama- 
tion. Here  is  the  assertion  (Hfjnrisdiotion,  and 
it  is  followed  by  a  command  to  one  class  of 
subjects  not  to  disturb  another.  If,  at  that  day, 
any  one  of  his  Hiyesty's  liege  su^ects  in  the 
colonies  had  used  tnisprodamation  as  the  basis 
of  Indian  independence,  to  the  exclndon  of 
En^and's  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  over 
them,  and  had  promulgated  his  doctrine,  his 
career  would  soon  have  been  stopped  by  a  visit 
from  the  King's  attorney,  in  the  form  of  an  in- 
formation, to  answer  for  sedition — if  he  had 
not,  in  the  loyalty  of  the  provinces,  been  made 
to  ^are,  in  a  more  summary  maimer,  the  fate 
of  Roger  Williams.  Banidiment,  sir,  would 
h^ve  been  a  tender  mercy  for  snch  political 
heresy.  In  the  succeeding  paragraph  of  the 
"  royal  ordinance  "  to  that  wnidh  has  jost  be«i 
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oited,  forbidding  settlements  upon  Indian  hnat- 
ing  gronnds,  the  King  declares  it  "  to  be  oar 
royal  will  and  pleasnre,  for  the  present,  to  re- 
*  serve  under  onr  Borereign  protection  and  do- 
nunioD,  for  the  nse  of  the  said  Indians,  aH  the 
land*  and  tflrritiviea  not  inoluded  within  the 
limitB  <ji  our  said  three  nev  QoTeromente." 
Sach,  sir,  is  the  sopport  giren  to  Indian  inde- 
pendence hj  the  prodamation  of  1768 ;  ud, 
irith  this  ptain  assertion  of  soveretgnty  by  the 
King,  I  am  warranted  in  snpposing  that  gentle- 
men coold  never  have  arrayed  it  in  support  of 
their  cause,  if^  in  their  haste  to  defeat  the  bill 
mider  coosLderation,  they  had  not  overlooked 
the  contents  of  this  "  royal  ordinance  "  and 
corner-stono  of  bidian  independence.  But  the 
strong  ground  npon  which  Indian  independence, 
and  that  of  the  Cherokees  particularly,  is 
flaoed,  are  the  treatiea  existing  between  Ihe 
Unitea  States  and  those  tribes,  entered  into  be- 
Ibre  «nd  rinoe  the  adoption  of  tiie  preaent  ooa- 
stitation.  I  shall  take  np  the  gaimtlet  which 
has  been  thrown  down  by  the  opposition  in 
behalf  of  the  Cherokee  independence,  and  am 
willing  to  make  the  treaty  stipolations  between 
that  tribe  and  the  United  States  the  test  of  the 
jnrisdiction  of  the  States  over  Indians  living  in 
their  limits. 

The  assamption  in  behalf  of  the  Cherokees  is, 
tiiat  they  are  an  independent  people,  having  a 
political  sovereignty  over,  and  title  in  fee  to, 
the  lands  which  Uiey  claim ;  tliat  they  are 
neither  subordinate  to  the  Unitdd  States,  nor 
Bobiect  to  the  Joris^ction  of  any  of  the  States  in 
idiloh  they  live ;  that  tiiey  have  a  right  to 
farm  &  Government,  which  shall  act  not  only 
npon  themselvea,  but  upon  citizens  of  the 
United  States  who  ma^  transgress  its  laws;  and 
that  ihej  have  the  ability  to  establish  snob  re- 
lations between  themsdves  and  the  United 
States,  in  fatore,  as  their  interest  or  conven- 
ience may  dictate.  This  independence  is  based 
npon  treaties  with  the  United  States ;  and  those 
of  Hopewell  and  Holston  are  principally  relied 
npon  in  support  of  it ;  the  seventh  article  in 
the  latter  being  a  guaranty  to  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion of  all  thtir  limds  not  ceded.  The  object 
whidi  I  now  have  in  view  is,  to  prove,  without 
any  reference  to  the  authority  which  Georgia 
mtij  exert  over  them,  that  the  Oherohees,l>y 
their  own  ooneeadonain  the  treaties  mentioned, 
are  debarred  bom  establishing  snch  a  Govern- 
ment as  now  exists  among  them ;  and,  of  conse- 
quence, that  they  are  not  an  independent  peo- 
ple, and  can  have  no  attribute  of  a  nation.  The 
sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell  deprives 
the  Cherokees  of  the  power  of  punishing  In- 
dians, or  persons  residinf^  among  them,  or  who 
shall  take  refuge  in  their  nation,  for  robbery, 
murder,  or  other  capital  orime,  on  any  (utizen 
of  the  Umted  States ;  and  binds  them  to  deliver 
the  offender,  to  be  punished  according  to  her 
lam.  And,  by  the  seventh  article,  they  have 
not  the  privilege  to  pnniih  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  wko  ebuL  cmnmit  either  of  the 
1  offences  Jost  named  upon  an  lodiao.  By^e 
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ninth  article,  the  United  States  have  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  relating  the  trade  with  the  In- 
dians, uid  of  mantling  all  their  affairs  in  such 
manner  as  they  thi^  proper.  The  same  power 
is  in  the  United  States  by  the  sixth  article  of 
the  trea^  of  H<dston ;  and  1^  tiie  tenth  and 
eteventh  articles  of  the  same  trwty,  the  Chero- 
kees are  bound  to  driver  up  oiminala,  refugees 
as  well  as  Indians ;  and  tiie  United  States  re- 
serves the  right  to  punish  its  own  citizens  who 
shall  commit  crimes  on  Cherokee  land.  It 
must  be  kept  in  mind  that,  by  the  first  and 
third  treaties  of  Tellico,  the  treaties  before  ex- 
isting between  the  parties  are  declared  to  he 
in  force,  together  witn  the  construction  and  usage 
under  their  respective  articles,  and  so  to  con- 
tinue ;  and  the  sixth  uticle  of  the  first  treaty 
of  Tellico  is  a  repetition  of  the  guaranty  to  the 
Cherokees  of  the  remainder  tn  th^r  country 
forever.  Is  it  consistent,  then,  with  snch  pow- 
ers as  are  conceded  by  the  treaties  <rf  Htme- 
well  and  H(d8ton  to  the  United  States,  that  the 
Cherokees  shall  form  a  Qovemment,  virtually 
excluding  the  operation  of  any  action  of  the 
United  States  upon  Cherokee  concerns? — a 
Qovemment  which  legislates  for  the  punish- 
ment, by  their  own  courts,  of  the  refugees  and 
criminals  whom,  by  treaty,  they  are  bound  to 
surrender,  to  be  punished  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  the  only  instance  in  which 
they  are  permitted  to  punish  a  citizen  being 
where  persons  intrude  upon  their  lands  without 
their  consent :  a  Government  which  taxes  the 
licensed  trader,  and  ibroes  a  revenue  from  the 
vender  of  menmandise,  when  the  sole  and  ex- 
clusive right  to  regulate  tbeir  trade  is  in  the 
United  States ;  which  inflicts  the  scourge  npcm 
the  backs  of  yonr  people,  regardless  of  their 
cries  that  they  are  American  citizens,  and  of 
the  remonstrances  of  your  agent,  who,  by  treaty, 
lives  among  them  to  protect  them  firom  abuse, 
and  our  own  people  from  that  cruelty  which,  in 
the  face  of  onr  institutions,  permits  polygamy 
as  a  fit  indulgence  for  their  chiefe  and  rulers, 
and  twists  a  halter  around  tiie  neck  of  eveiy 
Indian  who  dares  to  enroll  his  nune  as  an  emi- 
grant, or  who  attempts  to  persuade  others  to 
become  so. 

If  the  Cherokees  have  a  right  to  establidi  an 
independent  Oovemment,  wey  are  disunited 
iVom  the  United  States  as  wefi  as  the  States, 
and  can  enter  into  alliances  with  foreign  na- 
tions, except  BO  &ir  as  they  may  be  restruned 
by  their  treaties  with  the  United  States.  But 
even  this  badge  of  sovereignty,  and  without 
which  a  people  cannot  exist  as  a  nation,  was 
surrendered  by  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Holston.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  well  for  gen- 
tiemen,  before  they  had  chanted  their  strains 
of  Cherokee  virtue,  happiness,  rimpllcity,  and 
independence,  to  have  acquainted  thenu^vea 
with  the  true  pomtion  of  that  tribe,  as  iixed  hy 
treaties,  and  with  their  moral  condition  as  a 
people.  And  it  is  not  amiss  for  me  now  to  in- 
quire if  their  violations  of  the  treaties,  by  the 
establishment  of  a  GoTenunent  which  puts  ande 
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their  oonceasions  to  the  United  States,  have 
not  released  the  latter  from  all  obligation  to 
maintaia  the  guarantor  of  their  territory.  I  have 
no  dispondon  to  conceal  the  fact,  that,  in  the 
treaties  vlth  this  tribe,  there  are  expressions 
which  seem  to  comiteiiance  the  assamption  that 
th&Y  are  an  independent  people.  Bat  when 
interpreted  in  connection  vitii  their  conces- 
sions,  their  geographical  position  to  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  to  Spun, 
before  Louisiana  and  the  floridas  were  acquired 
by  OS, 'those  expressions  indicate  no  more  than 
the  cantiou  which  our  Goremmentased  to  pre- 
vent depredations  npon  onr  frontiers  by  a  horde 
of  savagesy  and  an  admission  that  they  shonld 
oontinne  to  live  npon  th^r  hunting  gnnmds 
unmolested,  and  in  the  darkness  of  their  own 
anperstitioiu  and  savage  laws,  until,  by  the  force 
of  our  example  and  aid,  they  oomd  throw  off 
their  bondage. 

We  have  heard  it  relied  upon,  too,  -that,  in 
these  treaties,  the  tribes  are  called  nations ;  and 
the  use  of  the  word,  from  its  ordinary  accepta- 
tion, is  suited,  as  the  opposition  know,  to  mis- 
lead persons  in  general  as  to  what  was  the 
political  character  of  the  tribes  in  the  appre- 
hwsion  of  the  United  States,  when  they  were 
treated  with.  At  first,  it  wonld  imply  the  con- 
cession  of  a  separate  and  national  existence. 
But  it  does  not  do  so ;  and  that  it  may  not  do 
flo,  X  invoke  the  aid  of  Bobertson,  the  historian, 
to  put  down  the  interpretation  given  to  the 
word  by  "  William  Penn  "  and  his  coadjutors 
in  this  Honse— and  the  historian's  authority 
will  at  least  be  considered  entitled  to  an  equal- 
ity of  weight  with  those  who  may  have  the 
temerity  to  set  themselves  np  against  him.  In 
his  fourth  book,  under  the  head  of  the  Indians 
being  divided  into  small  communities,  he  says : 
"In  America,  the  word  nation  is  not  of  the 
same  import  as  in  other  parts  of  the  ^be.  It 
is  applied  to  small  8ocietiea,not  excewing,  per- 
ha|i8,  two  or  three  hnndred  persons,  bnt  oocu- 
pymg  provinoes  greater  than  some  kingdoms  in 
Encope."  The  succeeding  part  of  the  para- 
graphr  in  which  the  philosophic  historian  denies 
the  ownership  of  lands  in  the  Indians,  is  also 
recommended  to  the  perusal  of  such  as  assert 
it ;  and  they  will  take  kindly,  I  trust,  my  inti- 
mation that  the  whole  chapter,  having  some 
connection  with  this  subject,  will  interest  them. 

But  this  question  of  Cherokee  independence 
and  the  right  of  self-government,  of  entire  free- 
dom from  State  jurisdiction,  may  be  resisted  by 
stronger  arguments  than  inference  from  treaties 
with  tlie  Umted  States,  which,  npon  a  fhll  ex- 
amination of  the  constitutional  emoaoy  of  trea- 
ties, and  the  powers  given  to  the  United  States 
to  make  them,  will,  m  found  can  neither  give 
nor  take  away  any  right  of  m  Indian.  This 
confederacy  consisted,  originally,  of  St(U«8  de- 
riving their  political  existence  from  their  joint 
declaration  of  independence,  and  the  subsequent 
acknowledgment,  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
that  they  were  free,  sovereign,  and  Independ- 
ent States ;  and  Eng^d,  in  these  remarkable 


words  in  the  treaty,  relin^uiahes  to  them,  as 
intUvidnal  States,  "all  oUdms  to  the  Oovera* 
ment,  propriety,  and  territorial  rif^ts  of  the 
same  and  every  part  thereof."  Their  boundaries 
were  declared  in  their  charters,  or  grants ;  and 
in  the  collective  declaration  in  the-  treaty  of 
peace  of  tbe  boundaries  of  the  United  States, 
those  which  each  State  clidmed  for  itself  are 
comprehended.  Within  the  bonndaries  of  these 
States,  Indian  tribes  lived,  having  hunting 
grounds  reserved  for  their  use,  and  of  which 
they  could  not  be  deprived  bnt  by  their  own 
consent,  and  for  a  price. 

By  the  articles  the  confederat^oi,  the  right 
to  regnlate  the  trade  and  to  manage  all  afiUrs 
with  the  Indians  not  members  cn  any  of  the 
States,  ^aa  g^ven  to  the  United  States.  The 
readiest  mode  of  exercising  these  powers  was 
by  treaty ;  and  it  not  being  then  well  nnder- 
stood  what  tribes,  from  their  scattered  cona- 
tion, were  within  the  States,  the  United  States 
negotiated  with  them  withont  a  particular  ref- 
erence to  this  limitation  of  tbeir  powers,  and 
without  a  cert^  knowledge  of  the  location  of 
the  tribes ;  the  exk^encles  of  the  States  in  ^e 
war  with  Great  Britmn,  making  it  essential 
that  their  friendship  and  partiality  should  be 
secured.  But,  after  the  war,  the  common  dan- 
ger no  longer  menacing  the  existence  of  the 
States,  no  sooner  did  the  United  States  make  a 
treaty  with  any  tribe  of  Indians,  thui  the  States 
began  to  look  into  its  provisions  to  see  if  tbey 
were  consistent  with  the  grant  of  _power  to 
*' regnlate  the  trade  and  manage  all  affairs  with 
the  Indians  not  members  of  any  of  the  States." 
The  treaty  of  Hopewell,  with  Uie  Oherokees, 
was  at  once  protested  against  by  North  Oaroli- 
na,  for  its  invasion  of  their  legislative  rights. 
A  protest,  in  such  a  case,  was  ^1  that  was  ne-  f 
cessary,  es^iaUy  as  the  United  States  did  not, 
by  legislation,  attempt  to  enforce  those  clauses 
of  the  treaty  which  were  noxious  to  the  righta 

the  protesting  States.  It  must  be  kept  la 
mind  that,  np  to  this  period,  the  United  mates 
had  made  no  guaranty  to  the  Oherokees  of  their 
lands.  Thus  matters  stood  between  the  United 
States,  the  States,  and  the  Indians,  until  after 
onr  present  constitution  had  been  ratified  by  tiie 
States.  Inl791,  theUnitedStatesmadewiththe 
Oherokees  the  treaty  of  Holston,  and,  by  virtue 
of  a  clause  in  the  constitution,  to  '*  regnlate 
commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  they  assume 
the  right "  solemnly  to  guaranty  to  the  Cherokee 
nation  all  their  lands  not  hereby  ceded ; "  and 
from  this  guaranty  it  is  ai^ed  the  Cherokeea 
are  indep^ent,  having  a  right  of  adf-govan- 
ment,  and  free  fr(Hn  the  dvil  JnriBdictdon  <^  the 
States.  That  is,  the  right  of  the  United  States 
"  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
and  among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  In- 
cUan  tribe^"  is  so  expanave  a  power,  that,  be- 
cause commerce  may  be  regulated  by  treatT*, 
the  United  States  are  empowered  to  dissolve,  by 
treaty,  all  the  political  relations  between  the 
Stat^  and  Indians  living  in  their  limita;  to 
make  them  an  indeoendent  people,  wlt^  an 
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ability  to  form  a  Government  and  State  within  I 
the  acknowledged  limits  of  other  States,  thongh, 
by  the  third  section  of  the  fonrth  article  of  the 
constitution,  it  ia  declared,  **  no  new  State  shall 
be  formed  or  erected  witlun  the  jurisdiction  of 
any  other  State,  nor  any  State  be  formed  by 
tiie  Junction  of  two  or  more  States,  or  parts  of 
States,  withoat  the  consent  of  the  Le^slatnres 
of  the  States  concerned,  as  well  as  of  the  Oon- 
gresa."  Sir,  so  monstrous  a  ooncateoaUon  of 
construction  it  is  only  homane  to  strangle  in 
its  bi  rth ;  aadltmstit  lies  dead  in  all  its  de- 
formity. . 

Jir.  Tbovpson,  of  Georgia,  said  he  had  for- 
borne to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Honse  in  de- 
liveiiog  his  news  at  large  on  the  bill,  and  he 
was  therefore  priTileged,lie  thought,  in  again 
demanding  the  preTions  qtustion,  (which  would 
of  coarse  pat  Dy  the  amendment.)  Aooord- 
inriy, 

Tellers  were  appointed  to  ooont  the  Hoose, 
who  reported  mnety-eight  in  favor  of^  and 
ninety-eight  agunst  the  previous  question. 
The  Spbakkb  rated  in  the  affirmative :  so  the 
motion  for  the  previous  qne^im  was  seconded. 

The  preTions  qoestiott  waa  then  put,  "  SbtH 
the  mafu  qaestion  be  now  put  ?  "  and  the  votes 
being  ninety-i^ne  to  junetr-nine,  the  Spbaxes 
voted  with  the  yeas,  and  aectded  the  question 
in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  main  question  was  at  last  put,  "  Shall 
the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  f  "  and  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote : 

Teas. — ^llesara.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anders 
sen.  Angel,  Archer,  John  S.  Barbour,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
Banwdll,  Baylor,  Bell,  James  BUir,  John  Blur, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  Bouldin,  Brodbead,  Brown, 
Oambieleng,  C^pbeU,  Carson,  Chandler,  CUuboroe, 
Olay,  Coke,  Coleman,  Conner,  Hector  Cnlg,  Robert 
Cr^,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Davenport, 
Warren  R.  Davis,  Desh«,  De  Witt,  Drayton,  Dwight, 
Barll,  Fladlay,  Ford,  Foster,  Fry,  Oiither,  GUmore, 
Qoi4(Hi,  Hall,  Hanunons,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Hinds, 
Hoflnian,  Howard,  Hnbbard,  Incka,  Jennings,  B.  H. 
JohnaoD,  Cave  Johnson,  Perkins  King,  Lamar,  Lea, 
Leeompte,  LoyaU,  Lewis,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Magee, 
Kartin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McCoy,  MoDitQle,  Hcln- 
tire,  JGtcbeU,  Honell,  Nuckolls,  Overton,  Pattis, 
Folk,  Potter,  Powers,  Banisey,  Rancher,  Roane, 
Scott,  Wm.  B.  Sbepard,  Shielda,  ^ight,  Richard 
Spencer,  Sprigg,  Staiidi&r,  Sterigere,  Wiley  Thomp- 
son, Treavaot,  Tncker,  Tendanek,  Wayne,  Weelu, 
C  P.  White,  WickniTe,  WOde,  Taoeey— 103. 

Natb.— Xeasn.  Armstrong,  Aniolc^  Buley,  Xoyes 
Barber,  Barrioger,  Bartley,  Bates,  Beek man.  Barges, 
Batman,  Gaboon,  Childs  ChUton,  Clark,  Condict, 
Cooper,  Cowlea,  Crane,  Crockett,  Crdghton,  Crown- 
inshield,  John  Davis,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dickinson, 
Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Dudley,  Duncan,  Ellsworth, 
George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett  Hor- 
ace Everett,  ilach.  Forward,  Gorfaam,  Green,  Gren- 
nell,  Hawkins,  Hemphill,  Hodffas,  Hoghes,  Hunt, 
Huntington,  Ibrie,  Ingeradl,  Thomas  Irwin,  Wm. 
W.  Irvin,  Johns,  KeocwU,  KennoD,  Kincdd,  Adam 
King,  Leiper,  Letcher,  Uallary,  Martindale,  I<ewis 
Maxwell,  UeCretrj,  Mercer,  HiUer,  Huhtenbeig, 
Norton,  Pearce,  Pieison,  Raodo^ih,  Reed,  Bicbard- 
BQo,  BoK,  Bnssel,  Aog.  H.  Sbepperd,  Senunes,  Bll» 


[H.  ov  & 

Samuel  A.  Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Stanbery, 
Stephens,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Wm.  L.  Storrs,  Strong, 
Sutherland,  Swaun,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Test, 
John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Vance,  Yarnum,  Tintoo, 
Washington,  Wtuttlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Wil- 
liams, nlDgate,  Toung— -0?. 

TusBDAT,  lliaj  25. 
3%»  Impeaekment. 

Kr.  Stobbb,  of  New  York,  obsramd,  that, 
as  the  Senate  would  meet  tonday  as  s  oonrt  w 
impeachment,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
answer  of  the  respondent.  Judge  Feck,  it  was 
indispensable  tliat  the  House  come  to  some 
order  immediately  on  the  subject.  He  there- 
fore moved  a  resolution  that  uie  House  would, 
in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  attend  tide  Senate 
during  tlMxial  of  James  H.  Peck. 

Kr.  FKftis  sud,  he  would  like  to  know  some 
reasons  why  the  House  should  attend  the  Sen- 
ate daring  tiie  trial.  Unless  the  attendance 
were  absolntely  neoessaiy,  it  wonld  be  better 
to  be  employed  in  the  transaotion  of  its  ordi- 
nary business,  and  let  the  managers  appointed 
by  the  House  attend  the  Senate,  and  oondnot 
the  prosecution.  If  the  House  adopted  this 
resolution,  (said  Ur,  P.,)  the  attendance  on  the 
Senate  would  take  up  the  whole  time  of  the 
next  session,  and  nothmg  else  would  be  done. 

Hr.  Stoebs  observed  that  this  resolution  was 
oonformable  to  the  usage  of  the  House  on  for- 
mer occasions.  The  House  would  receive,  at 
twelve  o^olock  to-day,  a  message  from  the  ^n- 
ate,  that  they  are  ready  to  receive  the  House, 
and  that  seats  are  prepared  for  t^em.  The 
House  would  only  have  to  go  thwe  to-day,  and 
be  present  while  Judge  Pecs  puts  in  his  answer 
to  the  impeachment;  the  Hoose  will  come 
back,  and  the  Senate  will  a^jomm  as  a  court 
until  the  second  Monday  of  next  session.  If 
the  House  be  not  present,  the  Senate  cannot 
receive  the  plea  of  Uie  accused. 

Mr.  Pbttib  insisted  that  the  presence  of  the 
managers  would  be  snfficieot,  and  tiiat,  if  the 
Honse  resolved  to  attend  the  Senate  donng  the 
trial,  there  would  be  littie  other  business  done 
during  the  next  session. 

Ur.  SuTHBBUHD  thought  it  would  be  wrong 
to  adopt  the  resolution.  It  would  be  very 
proper  to  go  to  the  Senate  to-day,  and  be  pres- 
ent at  the  opening  of  the  oonrt  for  the  impeach- 
ment, and  receiving  the  answwof  the  aocosed; 
but  afterwards,  mueaa  some  very  pressing  oo- 
casion  should  require  it,  the  presence  of  tiie 
House  would  be  aoneeessary.  The  object  in 
appointing  managers,  was  to  leave  it  to  them 
to  conduct  the  impeachment  He  cited  Jeffer- 
son's Uanusl  to  sustun  his  opinion,  and  moved 
to  modify  the  resolution  so  as  to  provide  that 
the  House  would  attend  this  day. 

Ur.  Stohbs.  Then  we  shall  have  to  adopt  a 
similar  one  every  day,  as  the  attendance  of  the 
House  is  indii^ieiuable  to  the  continuance  of 
the  prosecution. 
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Ur.  WiuuMB  said  he  vonld  like  to  leani 
ftwn  tbe  Speaker  wliat  the  praotiee  vaa  in 
Biuib  cases. 

The  I^UJCSB  ohserred  that  every  member 
was  as  competent  to  inform  himself  and  judge 
as  the  Ohair ;  bnt  there  was  no  donbt  the  uni- 
form practice  had  been  for  the  Honse  to  be 
present  at  the  trial,  as  the  aoonsers  and  prose- 
oators. 

Mr.  Storks  then  entered  into  a  somewhat 
detailed  examination  oi  the  sabject,  in  reply  to 
^fossrs.  Fima  and  Svxheblahd,  to  show  that 
the  prescDoe  of  the  Hoose  was  necessary.  The 
appni^mt  d  numbers  was  not  intended  to 
dispense  with  the  presenoe  of  the  Honse,  bnt, 
merely  to  act  for  the  House,  as  it  wonld  be  in- 
oonvenient  for  ao  large  a  body  to  act  for  itself 
and  the  managers  could  take  no  step  vfthont 
consnlting  the  Hoose,  which  most,  ther^bre,  be 
present.  ^ 

Mr.  HoDuFFiB  hoped  his  friend^om  New 
York  would  remove  the  present  difBcnlty  by 
accepting  tiie  modification  of  Mr.  Sdthxrland, 
and  order  for  fatore  arrangements  could  be 
taken  hereafter. 

After  a  few  remarb  by  Messrs.  Msbosb  and 
Sutbulaitd,  Mr.  Stobbs  accepted  the  modifi- 
oatioDf  and  the  resoIaUon  was  agreed  to  as  fol- 
lows : 

Retolv«d,  That  this  House  will,  this  day,  at  snch 
honr  as  the  Senate  shall  appoint,  lesolTe  itself  into 
Comeihtee  of  (he  Whole,  and  attend  hi  the  Senate 
on  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  there  pentUng  of 
James  H.  Feck,  judge  of  the  disbict  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Miasoaii. 


Thcbbdat,  May  27. 

UusniUt  and  lexinfftm  (iTy.)  £oad  BOl— 
Veto  Mmagt. 

A  Message  was  reodved  from  the  Preaident 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  pri- 
vate secretary,  returning  the  bill  which  orig- 
inated in  this  House,  and  which  had  passed 
both  Houses,  for  anthoiiziog  a  sabscription  to 
the  stock  of  the  Maysville  and  Wa^ington 
Turnpike  Road  Company  in  Eentneky,  with 
his  reasons  at  large  tat  r^tudng  to  ngn  the 
same. 

The  Message  was  read  thronf^  bj  the  derk, 
and  heard  with  great  attention. 

When  the  reading  was  oouclnded,  there  arose 
a  hurried  and  anxioos  debate,  involving  no 
principle  of  the  bill,  bnt  merely  the  qnestion 
whetber  the  biH  ahoold  be  reeun^dwed  tiu&t»- 
t0r,  or  whether  the  reoondderation  ahonld  be 
postponed  nntal  to-morrow.  Daiteg  the  whole 
of  this  proceeding^  there  was  a  constant  ten- 
dency to  debate  the  main  question,  and  an  ef- 
fort on  the  part  of  the  Ohair  to  oonfine  the  de- 
bate to  the  question  of  postponement.  In  this 
skirmishing,  Mr.  Ibvin  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Banixl, 
Mr.  Vanoe,  Mr.  Iitobbsoix,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr. 
FoTTBB,  Mr.  P.  P.  Babbovb,  Mr,  WioKum, 
Mr.  PoL^  Mr.  Bbll^  Mr.  OoubcAK,  Mr.  Lctoh- 


XB,  Mr.  BDBoaa,  Ifr.  Tijroxr,  and  Mr.  Bab- 
nnron  took  aome  part 

finally,  as  by  e<anmon  consent,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  reoonnderation  shonld  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow,  by  whidi  time  the  Message,  it 
was  snpposed,  wonld  be  printed,  and  in  the 
hands  m  every  member. 

The  question  of  printing  the  report  gave  rise 
to  aoTob  debate,  by  reason  of  the  intervention 
of  the  mle  requiring  one  day's  notice  for  an 
order  for  an  extra  number  <tf  copies  of  any  doo- 
nmrnt.  F<v  the  present,  nnder  tibat  role,  the 
nanal  number  only  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

B^peal  <tf  SaU  Duty. 

The  Hoose  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  engrossed  lull  entitled  "An  act  to  redoee 
the  duty  on  salt;"  and  the  question  was  stated. 
Shall  the  hill  pass?  when 

A  motion  was  jnade  by  Mr.  Btohrb  of  New 
York,  that  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instruc- 
tions so  to  amend  the  same,  as  to  postpone  anv- 
rednotion  of  the  duty  on  salt  until  the  80tu 
Saptember.  1881. 

Mr.  S.  alleged,  as  a  reaam  Ibr  bis  motjoD, 
that  he  wished  to  s^ve  the  State  of  New  York 
time  to  alleviate  by  her  le^slatiwi  the  effect  of 
t^is  meaaare  on  her  interest,  ukI  to  adapt  her 
policy  to  a  change  which  would  inflict  ao  great 
an  evU  on  her  peonniary  interest 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babsoux  moved  the  prerions  qties- 
tion. 

Mr.  Stahbbbt  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table ;  on  which  motion  Mr.  Vimoir  demanded 
the  yeas  aud  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PoTTSB  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

[At  this  moment  a  number  of  the  Senators 
coming  Into  the  Hall,  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  Soiate  had  a^ontned;  and  as  the  joint 
roles  of  the  two  Honaea  proride  that  "no  bQl 
that  shall  have  passed  one  Home,  shall  beaentfiw 
oononrrenoeto  the  othar<m  either  ofthe  three  Ittt 
days  of  the  aeauon,"  it  became  a  question  wheth- 
er it  wonld  be  worth  while  to  pass  the  bill  nnder 
consideration,  inasmnoh  as  this  was  the  last 
day  on  which  a  bill  conld  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  concnrrence,  and  the  Senate  had  now 
adionmed.] 

Mr.  Tatlob  was  of  opinion  that,  as  the  Senate 
had  ac(joumed,  it  would  be  useless  to  pass  the 
bill,  as  it  could  not  be  sent  there  for  concur- 
renoe. 

Mr.  MdDtmiB  aaid,  it  was  evident  that  the 
Senate  had  by  inadverteooe  overlooked  the 
rule,  and  had  adjonmed  irithont  being  aware 
oi  uie  efibot;  tiierefore^  donbtless,  swiething 
wonld  be  dtme  to  remove  the  difficulty,  as 
there  were  several  hills  which  it  was  indispen^ 
sable  to  pass.  He  hoped  therefore  the  Hooae 
wonld  go  on  with  this  bill,  and  pass  it. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboitb  thonght  the  bill  could  be 
sent  to  the  Senate,  notwithstanding  it  had  ad- 
joorned.  Suppose  the  Senate  were  not  to  sit 
two  of  the  foor  last  days  of  the  session,  oonld 
that  deprire  the  House  of  the  benefit  of  all  the 
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bills  which  might  be  passed  by  it!  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  B.,)tbe  Clerk  of  this  Hoose  can  deliver  tiiis 
InU  to-4aj,  if  it  pass,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Beaata,  aod  the  Senate  can  to-morrow  take  it 
op  and  act  on  it,  although  it  be  not  in  seanon 
to-^ay  when  the  bill  goes  there. 

Kr.  Vanci  now  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
Jonm ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded 
by  Hr.  Li  MAR,  they  were  taken,  and  the  mo- 
tion w»  negatived :  yeas  64,  nays  13T. 

Ur.  Dbattoh  moved  to  lay  the  motioD  for  a 
call  of  the  House  on.  the  table;  and  ]£r.  Baiiur 
demanding  the  yeas  and  na^  oa  the  motiMi, 
Mr.  D.  withdrew  it;  but 

ICr.  SnaraKB  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  taU^  which  being  taken,  the  motion  for  a 
call  of  the  Hoose  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tablfr  The  qneation  waa  then  taken  on  laying 
the  bill  on  the  taUe,  and  negatived:  yeas  84, 

*  The  previona  qneption  was  then  seconded  by 
a  mi^wity  of  the  Hoose ;  and  the  previoos 
qoesdon  waa  owned  by  yeas  and  nm— 108  to 
78.  So  that 

The  mun  question  was  at  last  pnt  on  tiie 
passage  of  the  bill,  and  carried  in  the  affirmar 
tlve:  yeas  106,  nays  88. 

So  the  Ull  was  passed,  and  cvdraed  to  be 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  ooncorrence. 

I  When  the  roll  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
calling,  and  the  Olerk  reached  the  name  of  Kr. 
Tabokt,  of  £(aitncky,  Ur.  Y.  rose,  and  said, 
he  knew  he  was  out  of  order,  bat  still  he  wish- 
ed to  state  the  reason  which  governed  bis  vote, 
as  be  was  going  to  change  the  vote  he  had  for- 
merly nven  on  this  bill.  We  are  in  possession 
of  intftUigence  (said  Mr.  T.)  that  the  West  In- 
dia trade  will  now  be  opened ;  and  as  the  West 
Indies  have  salt  in  abmidauce,  and  the  western 
oonntry  haaprovidonainabnndance,  one  being 
OTchanged  for  t^e  other,  will  redooe  the  price 
of  salt  in  the  West  to  the  poor  man.  It  was 
that  he  ftit  intoested  for,  and  tiiia  indooed  him 
to  oluuigB  his  vote.  Mr.  T.  did  not  of  coarse 
make  these  remarks  without  being  called  to 
order  repeatedly,  both  by  the  Hoose  and  the 
Ohidr,  bat  he  pendsted  in  saying  thus  mnoh 
befim  he  voted.] 

MoUute*  and  Sum. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  rednoe  the  duty  on 
molasses,  and  to  allow  a  drawback  on  ram 
distilled  from  foreign  molasses,  was  next  read 
the  third  time,  and  pot  on  ite  parage. 

Mr.  BABKoroEB  moved  the  previoos  qoestion, 
fearing  that  debate  might  arise  on  the  bill,  and 
enduigiur  it  by  delay. 

Mr.  Takos  moved  to  lay  the  Ull  on  the  table, 
which  wu  negadved;  and 

The  previoos  qoestion  being  aeeonded  and 
agreed  to,  the  qoiestion  was  pot  on  the  passage 
of  the  biU,  and  decided  in  the  afBnnative  by 
yeas  and  nays — 117  to  60. 

So  this  bill  was  passed,  and  ordered  to  be 
Mit  to  the  Senate  for  cononrrenoe. 


Fbidat,  May  38. 
Th«  Veto  Mmage. 

The  Hoose  then,  according  to  order,  prooeed- 
ed  to  die  connderation  of  the  Message  of  the 
Preddent  of  the  United  States  refaaing  his  as- 
sent to  the  bill  for  a  sobsoription  of  stock  in 
the  Maysville  Boad  Oompany — the  qoestion 
being,  "  Will  the  Hoose  pass  the  bill,  the  objeo- 
tloDs  of  the  Preddent  notwithstanding 

Mr.  KxSNON  observed,  that,  being  perfeotiy 
satiafiad  in  his  own  mind  that  all  the  ■ifrnmentt 
which  ooold  be  addnoed  woold  not  change  a 
single  Tote  opon.  the  anl^eot,  he  fialt  hiimelf 
boond  to  move  the  previoos  question. 

The  qoestiott  was  agreed  to  by  &  vote  ci 
yeas  85,  nays  67.  So  the  previoos  qoestion 
was  carried. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  ordered, 
and  taken^oQ  the  patting  of  the  main  qnestaon. 
It  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  106  to  76. 

The  main  qnesticm,  which  was  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  the  objections  of  the  Prandent 
notwithstanding,  was  then  pot.  The  vote  waa 
as  follows : 

Tkab. — Xessra.  Armstrong,  Noyee  Barber,  Bart- 
ley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekman,  John  Blur,  Boon, 
Brown,  Bui^,  Gaboon,  Childa,  CbUton,  Clay,  Clark, 
Colemati,  Condict,  Cooper,  Crmne,  Crawford,  Crock- 
ett, Crelgbton,  Crowniiuhield,  John  Davis,  Denny, 
Doddridge,-  Dorsey,  Donoan,  Dwiebt,  Ellsworth, 
George  Evana,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
RndUy,  Ilnch,  Ford,  Forward,  Qrennell,  Hawkins, 
Hemphill,  Hodges,  Howard,  Ht^hea,  Hunt,  Hunting- 
ton, Ingersoll,  Irrln,  Isacka,  Johns,  Kendall,  Ken- 
non,  KiDCiud,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Hallary, 
Har^ndale,  L.  Maxwell,  HcGreery,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Xitcbell,  Korton,  Peaice,  PetUs,  metson,  Bamsey, 
Bandolph,  Reed,  iffichardflOQ,  Rose,  Ruisel,  Scott, 
WiUiam  B.  ^epard,  Bemmes,  SiU,  Ambroee  Spen- 
oer,  Sprigg,  Stanberry,  Stan^er,  Stephens,  H.  R. 
Stornt,  WT  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Satherland,  Swann, 
Swift,  Teat,  John  Thomson,  Vance,  Vinton,  Waah- 
iogtoD,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  WiokliffiB, 
Taneey,  Toang— 96. 

Nats.— Heasra.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Ander- 
aon,  Angel,  Archer,  Arnold,  Bailey,  J.  S.  Barboor, 
Philip  P.  Barboor,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  Bell,  James 
Blair,  Bockee,  Borat,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Cambre- 
leog,  GampbeQ,  Carson,  Chandler,  Glubome,.Coke, 
Conner,  Gowles,  Hector  Oraig,  Bobert  Craig,  Croch- 
eron,  Daidd,  Davenport,  W.  R.  DsTia,  Deberry, 
Deaha,  De  Witt,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Earll,  Foster, 
Fry,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Gorham,  Hall,  Hammons, 
Harvey,  Haynes,  Hinds,  HoStaian,  Hubbard,  Jen* 
nings,  Care  Johnson,  Perkins  King,  Adam  King, 
Lamar,  Lea,  Leiper,  Loyal),  Lewis,  Lumpkin,  Magee, 
Thomaa  H&zwell,  HcGoy,  UcDuffie,  McInUre,  Uo- 
nell,  Muhlenberg,  KuckoUa,  Orerton,  Folk,  Potter, 
Powers,  Bencher  Roane,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Smith,  Bpdgfat,  Richard  Spencer,  Sterigere,  Talia- 
ferro,  Taylor,  Wiley  Thompaon,  Trezvant,  Tucker, 
Yamnm,  Yel^pland^  Wayne,  Weeks,  Campbell  P. 
White,  WUde,  WnUams—sa 

So  the  bill,  not  being  sopported  by  two-thirda 
c£  the  Hoose,  was 
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SxTUBD^T,  May  29. 
LouiniUe  and  Portland  Canal. 

The  bin  from  the  Senate  to  antboriie  a  rab- 
eeripUoD  to  the  stock  of  the  Lonisrille  and 
Portland  Oanal  Oomponj,  was  finally  patoed. 

The  hill  from  the  Senate  anthorizing  a  sab- 
soriptioa  to  the  stock  of  the  Washington  and 
XVederiok  Road  Company,  was  finally  passed. 

Mauodhiueltt  JfiUtta  Claim. 
The  hill  from  the  Senate,  to  anthoiize  the 
payment  of  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Massaohn- 
setts,  for  certain  services  of  the  miliUa  daring 
the  late  war,  was  finally  passed. 


MomxT,  81. 

The  bills  which  originated  in  ^is  House, 
last  presented  to  the  President  for  his  approba- 
tion, were  returned  for  hia  signature. 

The  fdlowing  meMge  aconnpanied  cm  <tf 
these  bills: 


[Mat,  1880. 

To  the  Botm  of  Reprttmtativeii. 

Oextuxih  :  I  have  approved  and  signed  the  bill 
entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations  for  exam- 
ioatiooa  and  sorTeys,  and  also  for  cert^  worica  of 
iDtenial  improvemeDts ; "  but  as  the  phraseology  of 
the  section  which  appropriates  the  stun  of  eight 
thousand  doHais  for  the  road  from  Detroit  to  (3d- 
cago,  may  be  construed  to  authorize  the  applica- 
tion of  the  sppropriatioD  for  the  continuance  of  the 
road  beyond  uie  limits  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan^ 
I  denre  to  be  understood  as  haTiug  approved  this 
bill  with  the  understanding  &uX  we  road  author- 
ized by  this  seotiiHi  is  not  to  be  extended  b^ond 
the  limits  <^  the  said  twritwy.* 

May  81,  18Sa  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  business  of  the  session  being  finished, 
the  usual  committee  was  appointed  to  wait  up- 
on the  President  of  the  United  States  to  inform 
him  that  the  Hoose  was  ready  to  adjonra. 

The  committee  having  re[>orted,  the  Speaker 
a^jonmed  the  House  «tne  die. 


*  A  ■trong  lDitaao6  of  tbe  diflfereuce  of  maklnf  nsdi  ta 
TeiritoilM  and  of  nuklag  Uwm  la  Stataa. 


CZbm     tfts  AtMina. 
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TWENTY-FffiST  C0N6fiESS.-SEC01fD  SESSION. 


PKOOEEDmOS  m  THE  SENATE. 


KoHDAT,  Beoember  6,  1880. 
This  day,  at  twelve  o^dook,  the  roll  having 
been  called  over  br  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
(Walter  Lottbik,)  it  q>peared  that  there  were 
weMit  tJiirty-five  members ;  whereupon,  Mr. 
Sum  of  Ufljyland,  President  pro  tempore,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Yice  President,  took  the 
<duur,  and  called  the  Senate  to  orden  The 
Secretary  was  directed  to  acqnmnt  the  Hoose 
of  RepresentatiTes  that  a  qaomm  of  the  Senate 
was  assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  busi- 
ness; who  returned,  and  informed  the  Senate 
that  the  other  Hoose  had  a^onmed  until  to- 
morrow, at  twelve  o^dook. 


I^nn>AT,  Deounber  7. 

A  measage  was  received  f^om  the  House  of 
Bepresentatlves,  informing  the  Senate  that  a 
qnomm  of  that  House  had  assembled,  and  were 
ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

The  usual  Standing  Committees  of  the  Senate 
were  then  i^pohited. 

A  communication  having  been  received  firom 
the  Hoiise  of  Representatives,  annomuung  the 
adoption  by  that  House  of  a  resolution  for  the 
i^pointment  of  a  committee,  on  their  part,  to 
wait  on  the  Prendent  of  tbe  United  States,  in 
o(H\iiiiiation  with  a  oonimittee  on  the  part  oi 
the  Senate,  and  to  infinrm  him  that  both  Hooaes 
had  (ffganised,  and  were  ready  to  receive  any 
communication  that  he  might  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them,  the  Senate  conourred  in  the 
readution,  and  appointed  a  committee  on  their 
part 

Mr.  GsoNDT,  from  the  joint  committee,  sub- 
sequently reported  that  they  had  performed 
that  duty,  and  had  received  for  answer  from 
the  President,  that  he  would,  this  day,  at  half 
past  one  o'clock,  make  a  communication,  in 
writing,  to  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

In  a  faw  minntea  the  aimual  ICessage  was 
leodved  from  the  Preddent,  by  A.  J.  Dobtald- 
B09,  his  private  Secretary. 

JMlc»-OUiuna  of  tht  BenaU 

and  of  the  Hmt»  of  Repreteniaiivet : 

The  pleanre  I  have  in  congratulating  joa,  on 
joor  return  to  yoor  consthntioiud  duties  is  much 


heightened  b^  the  satisfaction  wUoh  the  condition 
of  oar  beloved  country  at  this  period  Jnstlj  insi^res. 
The  beneficent  Author  of  all  good  has  granted  to 
OS,  daring  the  present  year,  health,  peace,  ao^ 
plenty,  and  numerous  causes  for  joy  in  the  iron- 
owfdl  success  which  attends  the  progreas  of  onr 
free  ins^aUoos. 

With  a  population  unparalleled  hi  its  increase, 
and  possessing  a  chatmeter  which  oomUnes  the 
hardihood  of  enterprise  with  the  considerateness 
of  wisdom,  we  see  m  every  section  of  our  happy 
country  a  steady  improvement  in  the  means  of 
social  Intercourse,  and  correspondent  effects  upon 
the  genius  and  laws  of  our  extended  republic. 
-  The  apparent  eicnitiona  to  the  harmony  of  the 
prospect  are  to  be  raerred  rather  to  ine  Tltabledl. 
vendtles  In  the  various  interests  which  enter  Into 
the  composiUon  of  so  extensive  a  whole,  than  to 
any  want  of  attachment  to  the  TTnion— interests 
whose  collisions  serve  only,  lo  the  end,  to  foster 
the  spliit  of  conoli^on  and  patriotism,  so  essential 
to  the  t>reservation  of  that  union  which,  I  most  de- 
voutly hope,  Is  destined  to  prove  imperiabable. 

In  the  midst  of  these  blendngs,  we  have  recently 
witnessed  changes  in  the  con^don  of  other  na- 
tions, which  may,  In  their  consequences,  call  for 
the  utmost  vigilance,  wisdom,  and  unanimity,  in 
our  councils,  and  the  exercise  of  all  the  moderation 
and  patriotism  of  onr  peofde. 

The  important  modifications  of  their  government, 
efiteted  with  so  much  eoorage  and  wisdom  by  the 
people  (tf  ftanoe,  afford  s  nsppy  presage  of  thor 
future  coarse,  and  has  naturally  elicited  from  the 
kindred  feelings  of  this  nation  that  spontaneous 
and  uiuversal  burst  of  applause  in  which  you  have 
participated.  In  congratulating  you,  my  fellow- 
dtiunSf  upon  an  event  so  auspicious  to  the  dearest 
interests  of  mankind,  I  do  no  more  than  respond 
to  the  voice  of  my  country,  without  transcending, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  that  salutary  maxim  of  the 
illustrious  Washington,  which  enjoins  an  abstinence 
from  all  interference  with  the  mtemal  affairs  of 
other  nations.  From  a  people  axercisiuK,  in  the 
most  nollmited  degree,  the  right  of  sell-govem- 
ment,  and  etyoying,  as  derived  from  this  prond 
characteristic,  under  the  &vor  of  heaven,  much  Of 
the  hapi^ness  with  which  they  are  blessed ;  a  people 
who  can  point  in  triumph  to  their  free  institutions, 
and  challenge  comparison  with  the  fruits  they  bear, 
as  well  as  with  the  moderation,  intelligence,  and 
energy,  with  which  diey  are  administered;  from 
audi  a  people^  the  deepest  sympathy  was  to  be  ex- 
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peeted  in  a  MiiKte  for  Ae  sacred  principles  of 
liberty,  condncteam  a  qilrtt  erery  way  worthy  of 
the  caose,  and  crowned  by  an  heroic  moderation 
which  has  disarmed  rerotation  of  its  terrors.  Not- 
withstanding the  strong  assnnnces  which  the  man 
whom  we  so  nncerely  lore  and  justly  admire  has 
given  to  the  worid  of  the  higb  character  of  the 
present  King  of  the  French,  and  which,  if  sustained 
to  the  end,  will  secure  to  him  the  proud  appelladon 
id  Patriot  King,  It  is  not  in  his  success,  but  in  that 
of  the  great  prindide  which  has  borne  him  to  the 
throne — the  paramount  authority  of  the  public  will 
— ^that  the  American  people  rdoice. 

I  am  faq>pT  to  inform  you  that  the  anticipations 
vUeh  ware  uidnb|ad  at  the  date  of  my  last  com- 
munication  on  tM  subject  of  our  foreign  aflUn, 
have  been  fully  realized  in  several  important  par- 
tionlars. 

An  arrangement  has  been  effected  with  Great 
Britun,  in  relation  to  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  her  West  India  and  North  American 
tiotonles,  wUeh  hai  settled  a  qneation  that  has  for 
yean  aflbrded  matter  for  contention  and  almost 
nnlntemipted  discussion,  and  has  been  the  si^ect 
of  no  less  than  six  negotiations,  in  a  manner  which 
promises  resnlta  highly  fitvorable  to  the  parties. 

The  abstract  twit  of  Great  Britain  to  monopo- 
lize the  trade  with  her  colonies,  or  to  exclude  us 
from  a  partidpation  therein,  has  never  been  denied 
hj  tfae  United  States.  But  we  have  contended, 
and  with  reason,  that  if,  at  any  time,  Qreat  Britidn 
may  derire  the  productions  of  tbifl  country  as  ne- 
cessary to  her  colonies,  they  must  be  received  upon 

£rinci[de8  of  juat  reciprocity;  and  fUrtber,  that  it 
1  malring  an  invidiooB  and  unfriendly  distinction, 
to  open  ner  colonial  ports  to  the  veaaels  of  other 
nations,  and  close  them  against  those  of  the  United 
States. 

Antecedently  to  1794,  a  portion  of  our  produo- 
tions  was  admitted  into  the  colonial  islands  of  Oreat 
Britain,  by  particular  conoeffiion,  limited  to  the 
term  of  one  year,  but  renewed  from  year  to  jew. 
In  the  transportation  of  these  productions,  how- 
ever,  our  vessels  were  not  allowed  to  engage;  this 
bring  a  privily  reserred  to  British  su^inng,  by 
whion  ftlone  our  produce  could  be  taken  to  the 
islands,  and  theirs  bronglit  to  us  in  return.  From 
Newfoundland  and  her  continental  posseariona,  all 
oar  productions,  as  well  as  onr  venels,  were  ex- 
cluded, with  occasional  relaxations,  by  which,  in 
seasons  of  distress,  the  former  were  admitted  in 
British  bottoms. 

By  the  treaty  of  1794,  she  offered  to  concede  to 
US,  ur  a  limited  time,  the  right  of  carrying  to  her 
West  India  possessioiiB,  in  our  vessels  not  exceed- 
ing seventy  tons  burden,  and  upon  the  same  terms 
as  British  vessels,  any  productions  of  the  United 
States  which  British  vessels  might  import  there- 
from. But  this  privilege  was  con^^d  with  con- 
ditions which  are  supposed  to  have  led  to  its  r^ec- 
tion  by  the  Senate ;  that  is,  that  American  vessels 
should  laud  their  return  cargoes  in  the  United 
SUtcs  only ;  and,  moreover,  that  they  should,  dur- 
ing the  coatinuoDce  of  the  privilege,  be  precluded 
from  carrying  molasses,  sugar,  coSee,  cocoa,  or 
cotton,  either  from  those  islands  or  from  the  United 
States,  to  any  other  part  of  the  worid.  Great  Brit- 
un readily  consented  to  expunge  this  article  from 
the  treaty;  and  subsequent  attempts  to  arrange 
the  terms  of  the  trade,  either  by  teeaty  atipnlatioDS 
or  concerted  lepalaUra,  having  iaile^  it  baa  been 


snccessiTely  suspended  and  allowed,  according  to 
the  varying  legiwition  of  the  parties. 

The  following  are  the  prominent  points  which 
have,  in  later  years,  separated  the  two  Govern- 
ments. Besides  a  restriction,  whereby  all  importa- 
tions into  her  colonies  in  American  vessels  are  con- 
fined to  oar  own  products,  carried  hence,  a  restric- 
tion to  which  it  does  not  appear  that  we  have  ever 
objected,  a  leading  object  on  the  pert  Great 
Britain  has  been  toprevent  us  from  becoming  the 
carriers  of  British  West  India  commodities  to  any 
other  country  than  our  own.  On  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  it  has  been  contended,  Ist.  That  the 
subject  should  be  regulated  by  treaty  etipulatioas 
in  preference  to  separate  legialaUon ;  2d.  That  our 
productions,  when  imported  into  the  colonies  In 

ntEon,  should  not  be  sol^eot  to  higher  dotiee 
the  productions  of  the  mother  country,  or  of 
her  other  colonial  possessions ;  and  8d.  That  our 
vessels  should  be  aUowed  to  participate  in  the  cir- 
cuitous trade  between  the  United  States  and  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  British  dominions. 

The  first  point,  after  having  been,  for  a  long 
time,  strenuously  insdsted  upon  by  Great  Britain, 
was  given  up  by  the  act  of  FarUament  of  July, 
1826 ;  all  vesseis  suffered  to  trade  with  the  cdonies 
being  permitted  to  clear  from  thence  with  any  ar- 
ticles which  British  vessels  might  export ;  and  pro- 
ceed to  any  part  of  the  world,  Great  Britain  and 
her  dependencies  alone  excepted.  On  our  part, 
each  of  the  above  points  had,  in  socceaeion,  been 
explicitiy  abandoned  in  aegodationB  preceding  that 
of  which  the  result  is  now  announced. 

This  arrangement  secures  to  the  Ututed  States 
every  advantage  asked  by  them,  and  which  the 
state  of  the  negotiation  allowed  us  to  inaiat  upon. 
The  trade  will  be  placed  upon  a  footing  decidedly 
more  fiiTorable  to  Ais  oonntry  than  any  on  which 
it  ever  stood;  and  our  commerce  and  navigation 
will  eqjoy,  in  the  colonial  ports  of  Great  Britain, 
every  privilege  allowed  to  other  nations. 

That  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  so  fiir  as  It 
depends  on  this  trade,  will  be  greaUy  promoted  by 
the  new  amuigemeat,  there  can  be  no  doobt.  In- 
dependently ox  the  nvne  obvions  advantages  of  an 
open  and  diteot  interooum,  Its  establlahment  will 
be  attended  with  other  consequences  of  a  lugfaer 
value.  That  wtiich  has  been  carried  on  sinee  the 
mutual  interdict  under  all  the  expense  and  bcon- 
venieDce  unavoidably  incident  to  It,  would  have 
been  inqupportably  onerous,  had  it  not  been,  In  a 
great  de^^ee,  Ughtened  by  concerted  OTaslonB  in 
uie  mode  of  maUng  the  transshipments  at  what  are 
called  the  neutral  ports.  Theee  indirections  are 
inconsistent  with  tiie  dignity  of  nations  that  have 
so  many  motives,  not  only  to  cherish  feelings  of 
mutual  firiendship,  but  to  mrintdn  such  relations 
as  will  stimulate  their  respective  citizens  and  sub- 
jects to  efforts  of  direct,  open,  and  honorable  com- 
petition only;  and  preserve  them  from  the  influ- 
ence of  seductive  and  vitiating  drcumstances. 

When  your  preliminary  interporition  was  asked 
at  the  close  of  the  last  sesnon,  a  copy  of  the  in- 
structiooa  under  which  Mr.  UcLane  has  acted,  to- 
gether with  the  communications  which  had  at  that 
time  passed  between  him  and  the  British  Govern- 
ment, was  laid  before  you.  Although  there  has 
not  been  any  thii^  in  the  acts  of  the  two  Qovem- 
ments  which  requires  secrecy,  it  was  thought  most 
proper.  In  the  tiien  state  of  the  neeoti^ion,  to  make 
that  commtmi  cation  a  confldantial  one.  Bo  soon. 


Digitized  by 


Ill 


DBcmoB,  1S8Q.] 

howeTer,  *s  the  erideDce  of  execution  on  the  part 
of  Great  BritiUD  is  receired,  the  whole  matter  ehall 
be  iMd  befbre  7011,  when  ft  will  b«  seea  that  the 
appr^ennoD  which  appears  to  have  snggeited  one 
of  the  prorWoQB  of  the  act  pASsed  at  your  last  Be»- 
rion,  that  the  restoration  of  the  trade  in  ques^n 
might  be  connected  with  other  subjects,  and  was 
sought  to  be  obtained  at  tbe  sacrifice  of  the  public 
interest  in  other  particulars,  was  wholly  unfounded ; 
and  tliat  the  change  which  has  taken  place  io  the 
views  of  tbe  British  GoTenuneot  has  been  induced 
by  considerations  as  honorable  to  both  parties,  aa, 
Itmst,  tbe  result  will  prove  benefieisL 

This  dewrable  result  was,  it  will  be  seen,  greatly 
promoted  by  tbe  liberal  and  confiding  proviuons 
of  the  set  of  Congress  of  tbe  last  sesuon,  by  which 
our  ports  were,  upon  the  reception  and  annuncia- 
tion by  tbe  President  of  the  required  assurance  on 
tbe  part  of  Great  BritiiD,  forthwith  opened  to  her 
TesMis,  before  the  arraagement  could  be  carried 
Into  eff^t  on  her  part;  purauing,  in  this  act  of 
prospective  legislation,  a  Mmilar  course  to  that 
adopted  by  Great  Britain,  in  abolishing,  by  her  act 
of  Parliament,  in  182S,  a  restriction  then  existing, 
and  permitting  our  vessels  to  clear  from  the  colonies, 
on  uidr  fctura  Towea^  for  my  finvlgn  eoontry 
wtutever,  before  British  ▼easels  had  been  relieved 
from  the  restriction  Ii^oeed  bj  oar  law,  of  return- 
tog  direetly  from  the  United  States  to  the  colonies 
— a  restriction  which  she  reqnired  and  expected 
that  we  should  abolish.  Upon  each  occasion,  a 
Hmited  and  temporary  advantage  has  been  given  to 
the  <wiKMite  party,  bat  an  advantage  of  no  impor- 
tance in  comparison  with  the  restoration  of  mutual 
confidence  and  good  feelings,  and  the  ultimate  es- 
tablidimrat  of  toe  trade  upon  fair  prinolplea. 

It  gives  me  unfeigned  pleasure  to  assure  you 
that  this  negotiation  has  been,  throughout,  charac- 
terized by  the  most  frank  and  friendly  sfurit  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  and  concluded  in  a  manner 
strongly  Indicative  of  a  sincere  desire  to  cultivate 
tbe  best  relations  with  tbe  United  States.  To  re- 
ciprocate this  dispoeaUoQ  to  the  fullest  extent  of 
my  ability,  is  a  duty  which  I  shall  deem  it  a  priv- 
ilege to  dischai^. 

Although  the  result  is,  itself,  tbe  beat  commen- 
tary on  tbe  services  rendered,  to  bis  country  by  our 
Uinister  at  the  court  of  St.  James,  it  would  be 
doing  violence  to  my  feelings  were  I  to  dismiss  the 
subject  without  expres^g  the  very  high  sense  I 
entertain  of  the  talent  and  exertion  which  have 
been  displayed  by  him  on  tbe  occasion. 

The  injury  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
resulting  from  tbe  exclusion  of  our  vessels  from  the 
Black  Sea,  and  tbe  previooa  footing  of  mere  suf- 
ferance upon  wluch  even  the  BmUed  trade  enjoyed 
by  us  with  Turkey  baa  hitherto  been  placed,  have, 
for  a  loiu;  time,  been  a  source  of  much  sollcatude 
to  this  Uovemment ;  and  several  endeavors  have 
been  made  to  obttun  a  better  state  of  things.  Sen- 
sible of  the  importance  of  the  object,  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  leave  no  proper  means  unemployed  to  ac- 
quire for  our  flag  tbe  same  privileges  that  are  on- 
joved  by  the  principal  powers  of  Europe.  Cum- 
nussionera  were,  cousequenUy,  appointed  to  open 
a  negotiation  with  the  Sublime  Porte.  Not  long 
after  the  member  of  the  commis^on  who  went  di- 
rectly from  the  United  States  had  sailed,  the  ac- 
count of  tlie  treaty  of  Adrianople,  by  which  one  of 
the  objects  in  view  was  supposed  to  be  secured, 
reached  tlus  eoontry.   The  Black  Sea  was  un^r- 
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stood  to  be  opened  to  us.  Under  the  suppo^tion 
that  this  was  the  case,  the  adiUtional  ftt^ties  to 
be  derived  from  the  establidunent  of  commercial 
reguUtioQB  with  the  Porte  were  deemed  of  BvMr 
cient  importance  to  reqt^re  a  prosecution  of  the 
negotiation  as  originally  contemplated.  It  was, 
therefore,  persevered  io,  and  resulted  in  a  treaty, 
which  will  be  forthwith  laid  before  tbe  Senate. 

By  its  provisions,  a  free  passage  is  secured,  with- 
out limitation  of  time,  to  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  to  and  from  the  Bhw^k  Sea,  including  the 
navigation  thereof;  and  our  trade  with  Tumy  is 
i^ced  on  the  foothig  of  the  most  &vored  nation. 
The  latter  is  an  arrangement  wholly  independent 
of  the  treaty  of  Adrianople ;  and  the  former  de- 
rives much  value,  not  only  from  tbe  increased 
security  which,  under  any  circumstances,  it  would 
give  to  tbe  right  in  question,  but  from  tbe  &ct, 
ascertained  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation,  that, 
by  the  construction  put  upon  that  treaty  by  Tur- 
key, the  article  relating  to  the  passage  of  tbe  Bos- 
pboms  is  confined  to  nations  baring  treaties  with 
the  Porto.  Tbe  most  friendly  feelings  appear  to 
be  entertained  by  the  Sultan,  and  an  enlightened 
deposition  is  evinced  by  him  to  foster  the  inter* 
contae  between  the  two  coontriee  by  the  most  Bb- 
«ral  arrangements.  This  dl^MMition  it  will  be  our 
duty  and  interest  to  cherish. 

Our  relations  with  Bussia  are  of  the  most  stable 
character.  Respect  for  that  Empire,  and  confi- 
dence in  its  friendship  towards  the  United  States, 
have  been  so  long  entert^ed  on  our  part,  and  so 
carefully  cherishM  by  the  present  Emperor  and  hia 
Uloatrioufl  predecessor,  as  to  have  become  Incorpo* 
rated  with  the  public  sentiment  of  the  United  States. 
No  means  will  be  left  unemployed  on  my  part  to 
promote  these  salutary  feelings,  and  those  im- 
provements of  wbt<^  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  two  countries  is  Boaceptible,  and  which 
have  derived  increased  importance  from  oar  trea^ 
with  tbe  Sublime  Porte. 

I  sincerely  regret  to  inform  you  that  our  Ifinia- 
ter  lately  commissioned  to  that  Court,  on  whose 
distinguished  talents  and  great  experience  in  pub- 
lic afi^rs  I  place  great  reliance,  baa  been  coppdled, 
by  extreme  indisposition,  to  exercise  a  privilege, 
which,  in  conaderation  of  the  extent  to  which  oia 
constitution  has  been  impaired  in  tbe  public  ser- 
vice, was  committed  to  his  discretion— of  leaving 
temporarily  his  post  for  the  advantage  of  a  more 
genial  climate. 

If^  as  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  improvement  of  his 
health  should  be  such  as  to  justify  him  in  doing  so, 
he  will  repair  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  resume  the 
discharge  of  liis  oflicial  duties.  I  have  received 
the  most  satisfactory  aaBoranoe  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  public  interests  in  that  quuter  will  be 
preserved  from  prejudice,  by  the  IntercoorBe  which 
he  will  continue,  through  the  Secretary  of  Legation, 
with  the  Russian  cabinet. 

You  are  apprised,  although  the  fact  has  not  yet 
been  officially  announced  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, that  a  treaty  was,  in  the  month  of 
March  hist,  concluded  between  the  Uidted  States 
,  and  Denmark,  by  which  $650,000  are  secured  to 
our  citizens  as  an  indemnity  for  spoliations  upon 
their  commerce  in  the  years  1608,  1809,  1810,  and 
1811.  This  treaty  was  sanctioned  by  the  Senate  at 
the  close  of  its  last  session,  and  it  now  becomes 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  the  necessary  laws  for 
the  wganization  of  the  Board  of  Conuniasiooen  to 
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distribute  the  Indemnity  amongst  the  cUimants.  It 
is  an  agreeable  circumstaace  of  this  adjustment, 
that  its  terms  are  in  conformity  with  the  prerioaaly 
ascertained  views  of  the  clumants  themselveB; 
thus  removing  all  pretence  for  a  future  igUaUon  of 
the  milject  in  any  fonn. 

The  negoUatioDS  In  regard  to  auch  points  In  our 
foreign  relations  as  remained  to  be  adjusted,  hare 
been  actively  prosecuted  during  the  recess.  Ua- 
terlal  advances  have  been  made,  which  are  of  a 
character  to  promise  favorable  results.  Our  coun- 
try, by  the  blessing  of  God,  is  not  in  a  ntuatioa  to 
invite  aggression ;  and  it  will  be  our  &ult  If  she 
ever  becomes  6o.  Socerely  desirona  to  cultivate 
the  most  liberal  and  friendly  relations  wiUi  all; 
ever  ready  to  fulfil  our  engagements  with  scrupu- 
lous fidelity ;  limiting  our  demands  upon  others  to 
mere  justice ;  holding  ourselves  ever  ready  to  do 
unto  tiiem  as  we  would  wish  to  be  done  by,  and 
avoiding  even  the  appearance  of  undue  partiality  . 
to  any  nation,  it  appears  to  me  impossible  that  a 
dmple  and  sincere  application  of  our  principles  to 
onr  foreign  relations  can  foil  to  place  them  olti- 
mately  upon  the  footing  on  which  it  is  our  wish 
they  should  rest. 

Of  the  points  referred  to,  the  moat  prominent 
are,  our  claims  upon  France  for  spoliations  upon 
our  commerce ;  similar  claims  upon  Spain,  toge-' 
ther  with  embarraagments  In  the  commercial  inters 
course  between  the  two  countries,  which  ought  to 
be  removed ;  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  navigation  with  Uesico,  which  has  been 
BO  long  in  suspense,  as  well  as  the  final  settlement 
of  limits  between  ourselves  and  that  republic ;  and, 
finally,  the  arbitrament  of  the  question  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  In  regard  to  the 
northeastern  boundary. 

The  neiKitiatioQ  with  France  has  been  conducted 
by  our  Minister  with  zeal  and  ability,  and  in  all 
respects  to  my  entire  saUsfactlon.  Although  the 
prospect  of  a  favorable  termination  was  occasion- 
ally ^mmed  by  counter  pretensions,  to  which  the 
Umted  States  could  not  nasent,  he  yet  had  strong 
hopes  of  being  able  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  set- 
tlement with  the  late  Oovemment.  The  ne^tia- 
tion  has  been  renewed  with  the  present  authontles ; 
and,  sendble  of  the  general  and  lively  confidence 
of  our  citizens  in  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of 
regenerated  France,  I  regret  the  more  not  to  have 
it  In  my  power,  yet,  to  announce  the  result  so  con- 
fidently antioipated.  No  ground,  however,  incon- 
ristent  with  this  expectation,  has  been  taken ;  and 
I  do  not  aDow  myself  to  doubt  that  justice  will 
soon  be  done  to  us.  The  amonnt  of  the  claims, 
the  length  of  time  they  have  remained  unsatisfied, 
and  their  incontrovertible  justice,  make  an  earnest 
prosecution  of  them  hy  this  GoTemment  an  urgent 
duty.  The  illegality  of  the  seizures  and  confistsa- 
tioua  out  of  which  they  hare  arisen  la  not  ^sputed ; 
and  whatever  distincUons  may  have  heretofore 
been  set  up  in  regard  to  the  ll^tity  of  the  exist- 
ing Government,  it  is  quite  clear  that  such  con^d- 
erations  cannot  now  be  interposed. 

The  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries  is  susceptible  of  highly  advantageous 
fanproToments ;  but  the  sense  of  this  injury  baa 
had,  and  must  oootinoe.to  hare,  a  very  unfavorable 
hiflncnce  upon  them.  From  its  satisfactory  adjust- 
ment, not  only  a  firm  and  cordial  friendship,  but  a 

rgru^ire  development  of  all  their  relations,  may 
expected.   It  IS,  therefore,  my  earnest  hope 


that  this  old  and  TexaUons  aubject  of  difference 
may  be  speedily  removed. 

I  feel  that  my  confidence  in  our  appeal  to  the 
motives  which  should  govern  a  just  and  magnani- 
mous nation,  is  alike  warranted  by  the  character  of 
the  French  people,  and  by  the  Ugh  voucher  we 
possess  for  uie  eniai^d  views  and  pure  integrity 
of  the  monarch  who  now  presides  over  their  coun- 
cils; and  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to 
meet  any  manifestation  of  the  spirit  we  anticipate 
In  one  of  corresponding  frankness  and  liberality. 

The  Butyeota  of  difibrenoe  with  Spain  have  been 
brought  to  the  view  of  that  Qoreroment,  by  onr 
Himrter  there,  with  much  force  and  propriety ;  and 
the  strongest  assurances  have  been  received  of 
their  early  and  favorable  consideration. 

The  steps  which  remaned  to  place  the  matter  in 
controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  fairly  before  the  arbitrator,  have  all  been 
taken  In  the  same  Uberal  and  friendly  spirit  which 
characterised  those  before  announced.  Recent 
events  have  doubtteas  served  to  delay  the  decision, 
but  our  Mimster  at  the  Court  of  the  distingdabed 
arbitrator  has  been  sssured  that  it  will  be  made 
within  the  time  contemplated  hy  the  treaty. 

I  am  particniariy  gratified  in  being  able  to  state 
that  a  decidedly  favorable,  and,  as  I  hope,  lastmg 
change  has  been  effected  in  our  relations  with  the 
neighboring  republic  of  Hexico.  The  unfortanate 
and  unfounded  suspicions  In  regard  to  our  disposi- 
tion, which  it  became  my  palnfm  duty  to  advert  to 
on  a  former  occauon,  bare  been,  I  believe,  entirely 
removed ;  and  the  Government  of  Mexico  has  been 
made  to  understand  the  real  character  of  the 
wishes  and  views  of  this  In  regard  to  that  country. 
The  consequence  [s,  the  establishment  of  fiiokdimp 
and  mutual  confidence.  Snoh  are  the  usnrancefl 
which  I  have  received,  and  I  see  no  cause  to  doubt 
their  sincerity. 

I  had  reason  to  expect  the  conclnrion  of  a  com- 
mercial treaty  with  Mexico  In  season  for  communi- 
cation on  the  present  occasion.  CSrcnnistances 
which  are  not  exjdidned,  hat  wtuch,  I  am  per- 
suaded, are  not  the  result  of  an  Indispaaition  on 
her  part  to  enter  into  it,  hare  produced  the  delay. 

There  was  reason  to  fear.  In  the  course  of  the 
last  summer,  that  the  harmony  of  our  relations 
might  be  disturbed  by  the  acts  of  certain  ehiimants, 
under  Mexican  grants,  of  territory  which  has  hither- 
to been  under  our  jurisdiction.  The  co-operation 
of  the  representative  of  Mexico  near  this  Gorem- 
ment  was  asked  on  the  occamon,  and  was  readily 
afibrded.  Instructions  and  advice  have  been  given 
to  the  Governor  of  Arkansas  and  the  officers  in 
command  In  the  atyoining  Mexican  State,  by  which, 
it  is  hoped,  the  quiet  of  that  frontier  will  be  pro- 
served,  until  a  final  settlement  of  the  dividing  line 
shall  have  removed  all  ^und  of  controversy. 

The  excliange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty  coDr 
eluded  last  year  with  Austria  has  not  yet  taken 
place.  The  delay  has  been  occasioned  by  the  non- 
arrival  of  the  ratification  of  that  Government  with- 
in the  time  prescribed  by  the  toeaty.  Benewed 
authority  has  been  asked  for  by  the  representative 
of  Ausbia ;  and,  in  the  mean  Ume,  the  rapidly  io- 
creadng  trade  and  narigaUon  between  the  two 
countries  hare  been  ^aced  npon  the  most  liberal 
footing  of  our  navigauoQ  acts. 

Several  alleged  depredaUona  have  been  recently 
committed  on  onr  commerce  by  the  national  Tea- 
eels  of  Porti^ptL   They  hare  been  made  the  antgect 
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of  unmediate  remonatruice  ud  reclunadon.  I  am 
not  yet  povened  of  Boffident  informatloa  to  ez- 
preai  a  deflidtiTe  0(dDioa  of  th^r  character,  but 
expect  soon  to  reedTe  tt.  Ko  proper  meana  shall 
be  omitted  to  obt^  for  our  dtizens  all  the  redresB 
to  which  thej  may  appear  to  be  entitled. 

Almoot  at  the  moment  of  the  adjournment  of 
yonr  last  session,  two  bills,  the  one  entitled  *'  An 
act  for  making  appropriationB  for  building  light- 
boQBU,  llghtboata,  beacons,  and  monumente,  plac- 
ing buoys,  and  for  improving  harbors  and  directing 
Borreys,"  and  the  other,  **  An  act  to  authorise  a 
rabscription  for  stock  in  the  Louisrille  and  Fort- 
land  Canal  Company,"  were  submitted  for  my  ap- 

KraL  It  was  not  possible,  within  the  time  u- 
ed  me,  before  the  close  of  the  session,  to  give 
these  billi  the  conaderation  which  was  due  to  their 
duraeter  and  importance ;  and  I  vaa  compelled  to 
xetain  than  for  that  purpose.  I  now  avw  myself 
of  this  early  opportunity  to  return  them  to  the 
Hooscs  in  which  they  respectively  originated,  with 
the  reasons  which,  after  mature  deliberation,  com- 
pel me  to  withhold  my  approvaL 

The  practice  of  denaying  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  es- 
tabHahment  and  support  of  lighthouses,  beacons, 
buo^  and  public  {uers,  within  the  bays,  inlets, 
harbors,  and  ports  of  the  United  States,  to  render 
the  navigation  thereof  safe  and  easy,  is  coentl  with 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  has  been  con- 
tinned  withont  interruption  or  dispute. 

Aa  onr  fyniga  eommeroe  inoreaaed,  and  was  ex- 
tended into  the  Interior  of  the  country  by  the  es- 
taUishment  of  ports  of  entry  and  delivery  upon  oor 
navigable  rivers,  the  sphere  of  thow  ezpenditares 
received  a  corresponding  enlar^ment.  Light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  public  piers,  and  the  re- 
moval of  sand  bars,  sawyers,  and  other  partial  or 
temporary  Impedimenta  ui  tiie  navigable  nvers  and 
harbors  which  were  embraced  in  tne  revenne  dis- 
tiiets  from  time  to  time  established  by  law,  were 
authorized  upon  the  same  prineiide,  and  the  ex- 
pense defrayed  in  the  same  manner.  That  these 
expenses  have  nt  times  been  extravagant  and  dis- 
Iffoportionate,  is  very  probable.  The  circum- 
stances ooder  which  tiiey  are  incurred,  are  well 
caicniated  to  lead  to  such  .a  result,  unless  their  ap- 
nlieatioa  is  salffected  to  the  closest  scratiny.  The 
local  advantagea  arising  from  the  disbursement  of 
pobHo  money  too  frequently,  it  is  to  be  feared,  in- 
vite appropriations  for  objects  of  this  character 
that  are  neither  necessary  nor  useihl.  The  number 
of  lighthouse  keepers  Is  already  very  large,  and  the 
bill  before  me  proposes  to  add  to  It  fifty-one  more, 
cfnriona  descriptions.  From  repreaentations  upon 
the  subject,  which  are  understood  to  be  entitled  to 
respect,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  there  has  not 
only  been  great  improvidence  in  the  past  expem^- 
tores  of  the  Government  upon  these  objects,  but 
tliat  the  security  of  navigation  has,  in  some  In- 
stances, been  diminished  by  the  multiplication  of 

Shtluniaei^  and  consequent  change  of  tights,  upon 
I  coast.  It  Is  in  this,  as  in  other  respects,  oar 
dnty  to  avoid  aH  unnecessary  expense,  as  well  as 
everjr  increase  of  patronage  not  called  for  by  the 
poblic  service.  But,  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty 
m  this  particular,  it  most  not  be  forgotten  that,  in 
relation  to  our  foreign  commerce,  the  burden  and 
benefit  of  protecting  and  accommodating  it  neces- 
sarily go  together,  and  must  do  so  as  long  as  tlie 
pnblio  revenne  is  drawn  flmn  tlie  people  throogh 
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the  oostom  house.  It  is  indisputable,  that  what, 
oyer  gives  fiudllt;  and  secnrity  to  navigation,  clieap- 
ens  imports ;  and  all  who  consume  them  are  alike 
interested  in  whatever  produces  this  effect.  If  they 
consnme,  they  ought,  as  they  now  do,  to  pay ; 
otherwise,  they  do  not  pay.  The  consumer  in  the 
most  inland  State  derives  the  same  advantage  from 
every  necessary  and  prudent  expenditure  for  the 
facility  and  security  of  our  foreign  commerce  and 
navigation,  that  he  does  who  resides  in  a  maritime 
State.  Local  expenditures  have  not,  of  themselves, 
a  correspondent  operation. 

From  a  bill  maldng  dinct  appropriations  for  such 
objects,  I  should  not  have  withheld  my  assent. 
The  one  now  returned  does  so  In  several  particu- 
lars, but  it  also  contains  appropriations  for  surveys 
of  a  local  character,  which  I  cannot  approve.  It 
gives  me  satisf action  to  find  that  no  serious  incon- 
venience has  arisen  from  withholding  my  approral 
from  this  bill ;  nor  will  It,  I  trust,  be  caose  of  regret 
that  an  opportunity  will  be  thereby  afforded  for 
Congress  to  review  its  provisions  under  circum- 
stances better  calculated  for  full  investigation  than 
those  under  which  it  was  passed. 

In  roeaUng  of  direct  appropriations,  I  mean  not 
to  ioelade  a  practice  whlon  has  obtained  to  some 
extent,  and  to  which  I  have,  In  one  instance,  In  a 
different  capacity,  given  my  assent — that  of  sub- 
scribing to  the  stock  of  private  associations.  Posi- 
tive experience,  and  a  more  thorough  considera- 
tion of  the  subject,  have  convinced  me  of  the  im- 
propriety as  well  as  inexpeffienoy  of'snch  Invest- 
ments. All  improvements  effected  by  the  funds  of 
the  nation,  for  general  use,  riioold  be  open  to  the 
enjoyment  of  all  our  fellow-citlzens,  exempt  irom 
the  payment  of  tolls,  or  any  imposition  of  that 
character.  The  practice  of  thus  mingling  the  con- 
cerns of  the  Government  with  those  of  the  States 
or  of  individuals,  is  inconsistent  with  the  olyect  of 
its  Institution,  and  highly  impolitic.  The  successfol 
operation  of  the  federal  system  can  only  be  pre- 
served by  confining  it  to  the  few  and  simple,  bnt 
yet  important  objects  for  which  it  was  designed. 

A  dUferent  practice,  if  allowed  to  progress,  would 
ultimately  change  the  character  of  this  Govern- 
ment, by  consolidating  into  one  the  General  and 
State  Governments,  which  were  intended  to  be 
kept  forever  disticct.  I  cannot  peroeive  how  bills 
authorizing  such  subscriptions  can  be  otherwise 
regarded  uian  as  bills  for  revenue,  and  consequent- 
ly subject  to  the  rule  in  that  respect  prescribed  by 
the  constitution.  If  the  interest  of  the  Govem- 
medfc  In  private  companies  is  subordinate  to  that  of 
individuals,  the  man^^ement  and  control  of  a  por- 
tion of  tiie  pnbHofnnuis  delegated  to  an  authority 
unknown  to  the  constitution,  and  beyond  the  soper- 
vislon  of  oor  constituents ;  If  superior.  Its  otBcers 
and  agents  will  be  constantiy  exposed  to  imputa- 
tions of  favoritism  and  oppresrion.  Direct  preju- 
dice to  the  public  interest,  or  an  alienation  of  uie 
affections  and  respect  of  portions  of  the  people, 
may,  therefore,  In  addition  to  the  gooeral  dtoeredlt 
resulting  to  the  Government  from  embaAIng  with 
its  constituents  in  pecuniaiy  specolations,  be  looked 
for  as  the  probable  fruit  of'^ such  associations.  It  is 
no  answer  to  this  objection  to  say  that  the  extent 
of  consequences  like  these  cannot  be  great  from  a 
limited  and  small  number  of  investments ;  because 
experience  hi  other  matters  teaches  us,  and  we  are 
not  at  liberty  to  disregard  Its  admonitions,  that, 
nnlea  an  entire  stop  be  put  to  them,  it  wiU  soon 
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be  impoarible  to  prevent  their  icenmnlttion,  nntQ 
they  are  siwead  over  the  whole  country,  and  made 
to  embrace  many  of  the  private  and  appropriate 
ooncenia  of  indmduala. 

The  power  which  the  General  Govenunent  would 
acquire  witliin  the  several  States  by  beoondng  the 
prindpal  stockholder  in  corporations,  oontroUlng 
eveiy  canal  and  each  sixty  or  hundred  miles  of 
every  important  road,  and  giving  a  proportionate 
vote  in  ul  tbdr  elections,  Is  almoet  iaconceivable, 
and,  in  my  view,  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people. 

This  mode  of  aiding  such  works  is,  also,  in  its 
nature,  decepdve,  and  in  nuny  cases  oondnclve  to 
improndeoee  In  the  administration  of  the  national 
funds.  Appropriations  will  tie  obtidned  with  much 
greater  facility,  and  granted  with  less  security  to 
the  public  interest,  when  the  measure  is  thus  cUft- 
gtused,  thaa  when  definite  and  direct  expenditures 
of  money  are  asked  for.  The  interests  of  the  na- 
tion would  doubtless  be  better  served  by  avoiding 
ail  such  indirect  modes  of  ddiog  particular  oMects. 
In  a  GoTcmment  like  ours,  more  espedally,  should 
all  public  acta  be,  as  &r  as  practicable,  simple,  and 
toi^sguised,  and  intelligible,  that  they  may  become 
fit  subjects  for  the  approtwtion  or  animadvernon 
of  tbe  people.  The  biU  aathoridne  a  subscripUon 
to  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  affords  a 
Striking  illustration  of  the  difficulty  of  withholding 
additional  appropriatfons  for  the  same  otfjeet,  when 
the  first  erroneous  step  has  been  taken  by  liiBtitat- 
ing  a  partnership  between  the  Government  and 
private  companies.  It  proposes  a  third  subscrip- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  when  each 
preceding  one  was  at  the  time  regarded  as  the  ex- 
tent of  the  aid  which  Government  was  to  render  to 
that  work ;  and  the  accompanying  bill  for  light- 
houses, &C.,  contdns  an  appropriation  for  a  sorvey 
of  the  bed  of  tbe  river,  with  a  view  to  its  Improve- 
ment, by  removing  the  obstruction  which  tbe  canal 
la  designed  to  avoid.  This  improvement,  if  suc- 
cessful, would  afford  a  free  passage  to  the  river, 
and  render  the  canal  entirely  useless.  To  such  im- 
{Nrovidenee  is  the  course  of  leglsUtlon  nl^act,  in 
relation  to  Internal  improvements  on  local  matters, 
even  with  the  best  intentions  on  tbe  part  of  Con- 


Although  tbe  motives  which  have  influenced  me 
in  tills  matter  may  be  already  sufficiently  BtiUed, 
I  am,  nevertheless,  induced  by  its  importance,  to 
add  a  few  observations  of  a  general  character. 

In'  my  objections  to  the  bills  autiiorUng  sub- 
Bcriptioos  to  the  Uaysville  and  Rockville  Road 
Companies,  I  expressed  my  views  fully  in  regard  to 
the  power  of  Congress  to  construct  roads  and 
canals  within  a  State,  or  to  appropriate  money  for 
improvements  of  a  local  character.  I,  at  the  same 
time,  intimated  my  belief  that  the  right  to  make 
^ipropriations  for  swih  as  were  of  a  national  char- 
acter had  been  so  generally  acted  upon,  and  so 
long  acquiesced  in  by  the  Federal  and  State  Gov- 
ernments, and  the  constituents  of  each,  as  to  jus- 
tify its  exercise  on  the  ground  of  continued  and 
onintemipted  usage ;  but  that  it  was,  nevertheless, 
highly  expedient  that  appropriations,  even  of  that 
character,  should,  with  the  exception  made  at  the 
time,  he  deferred  until  the  national  debt  is  pud, 
and  that.  In  the  meanwhile,  some  general  row  for 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  that  respect  ought 
to  be  established. 

These  suggestioni  were  n^t  necessary  to  the  de- 


dsion  of  the  question  then  before  me ;  and  were,  I 
readily  admit.  Intended  to  awaken  tiie  attention, 
and  i^w  forth  the  oinnions  and  observations  of 
our  constituents  upon  a  snliject  of  the  highest  im- 
portance to  their  interests,  and  one  destined  to 
exert  a  powerful  influence  upon  tbe  fbture  opera- 
tions  ftf  otw  poUttcal  system.  I  know  of  no  Uibu- 
nal  to  which  a  pobUe  man  in  thii  country,  in  a  case 
of  doubt  and  difficulty,  con  appeal  with  greater  ad- 
vantage or  more  propriety,  than  the  judgment  of 
the  people;  and  although  I  must  necessarily,  in 
the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  be  governed  by 
the  dictates  of  my  own  judgment,  I  have  no  desire 
to  conceal  my  anxious  wish  to  ctmform,  as  fur  u  I 
can,  to  the  news  of  those  for  whom  I  act. 

All  irregular  expressions  of  pubHc  o^vatm  are  of 
necessity  attended  with  some  doubt  as  to  their  ao- 
curacy;  but,  making  full  allowances  on  that  ac- 
count, I  cannot,  I  think,  deceive  myself  in  believing 
that  the  acts  referred  to,  as  well  as  the  su^estions 
which  I  allowed  myself  to  make  in  rdation  to  thdr 
bearing  upon  tbe  future  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment, have  been  approved  by  the  great  body  tst 
tbe  peoi^e.  That  thoae  whose  iaumediate  pecu- 
niary interests  are  to  be  affected  by  proposed  ex- 
penditures should  shrink  from  the  application  of  a 
rule  which  prefers  their  more  general  and  remote 
interests  to  those  which  are  personal  and  imme- 
diate, is  to  be  expected.  But  even  such  objections 
must,  from  tbe  nature  of  our  poipnlation,  be  but 
temporary  in  thor  duration ;  and  if  it  were  other- 
wise, our  course  should  be  tiie  same,  for  the  time 
is  yet,  I  hope,  far  distant,  when  those  intrusted 
with  power  to  be  exercised  for  the  good  of  the 
whole,  wUI  consider  it  either  honest  or  wise  to  pur- 
chase local  favor  at  the  sacrifice  of  principle  and 
tbe  general  good. 

So  nnderstending  public  sentiment,  and  thorough* 
ly  satisfied  that  the  best  interests  of  our  common 
country  Imperiously  require  that  the  course  which 
I  have  recommended  in  this  regard  should  be  adopt- 
ed, I  have,  upon  the  most  mature  eonsiderationf 
determined  to  pursue  it 

It  is  doe  to  candor,  ag  veil  as  to  my  own  feel- 
ings, that  I  should  express  the  reluctance  and  anx- 
iety which  I  must  at  all  times  experience  In  exer- 
ciring  the  undoubted  right  of  the  Executive  to 
withhold  his  assent  from  bills  on  other  grounds 
than  their  unconstitutionality.  That  tUs  right 
should  not  be  exercised  on  slight  occasions,  all  will 
admit.  It  is  only  in  matters  of  deep  interest,  when 
the  principle  iurolred  may  be  justly  regarded  as 
next  in  importance  to  inflations  of  the  constitn- 
tioa  itself^  that  such  a  stepcan.be  expected  tonuet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  people.  Such  an  occa- 
sion do  I  conscientiously  believe  the  present  to  be. 
In  the  discharge  of  this  delicate  and  highly  respon- 
sible duty,  I  am  sustained  by  tfao  reflection  that  the 
exercise  of  this  power  has  been  deemed  conusteut 
with  the  obligation  of  offlciid  duty  by  several  of  my 
predecessors  \  and  by  the  persuasion,  too,  th^ 
whatever  liberal  institutions  may  have  to  fear  from 
the  encroachments  of  Executive  power,  which  bos 
been  everywhere  the  cause  of  so  much  strife  and 
bloody  contention,  but  little  dan^r  is  to  be  appre- 
hended from  a  precedent  by  which  that  authority 
denies  to  itself  the  exercise  of  powers  that  bring 
la  thdr  train  influence  and  patronap;e  of  great  ex- 
tent ;  and  thus  excludes  the  operation  of  personal 
interests,  everywhere  the  bane  of  official  trust.  I 
d«iTe,  too,  no  small  degree  of  satis&ction  from  the 
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refiection,  that,  if  I  have  ndstaken  the  intereats 
aniS  wishes  of  the  people,  the  constitution  affords 
the  means  of  soon  redresEdag  the  error,  hy  select- 
ing for  the  place  their  &Tor  has  bestowed  upon  me 
a  citizen  whose  opinions  ma;  accord  with  their 
own.  I  trust,  in  the  mean  time,  the  interests  of 
the  nation  will  be  saved  from  prqadioe,  bv  a  rigid 
applicaUoo  of  that  portion  ot  the  pobOo  funds 
wmch  miriit  otherwise  be  applied  to  dtflferent  ob- 
jects— to  that  highest  of  all  our  obligations,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt,  and  an  opportumty  be 
afforded  for  the  adoption  of  some  better  rnle  for 
the  operations  of  the  Government  in  this  matter 
titan  any  which  has  hitherto  been  acted  upon. 

Profoundly  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
the  satjeet,  not  merely  as  It  relates  to  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  country,  but  to  the  safety  of  the 
nderml  system,  I  cannot  avoid  repeating  my  ear- 
nest hope  that  all  good  dtizeos,  who  take  a  proper 
interest  in  the  success  and  liarmony  of  our  admi- 
rable political  institutions ;  and  who  are  incapable 
of  desiriiig  to  convert  an  oppodte  state  of  tidun 
Into  means  for  the  sratifieation  of  personal  amU- 
tton — wHl,  laying  aside  minor  considerations,  and 
diacar^g  local  prejudices,  unite  their  honest  ex- 
ertions to  establish  some  fixed  general  princit^e, 
which  shall  be  calculated  to  effect  the  greatest  ex- 
tent oi  pablic  good  in  regard  to  the  sutject  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  and  afford  the  least  groond  for 
sectional  discontent. 

The  general  ground  of  my  ol^ecUon  to  local  ap- 
propiiatiODs  has  been  heretofore  expressed;  and  I 
shall  endeavor  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  what  has 
been  already  ur^d — the  importance  of  siutaining 
the  State  SAsereignties,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with 
the  rightnRction  of  the  Federal  Government,  and 
of  preserving  tiie  greatest  attainable  hannony  be- 
tween Uiem.  I  will  now  only  add  an  expression  of 
my  eODvictioii— •  conviction  which  every  day's 
experience  serves  to  confirm — that  the  political 
creed  which  inculcates  the  pursuit  of  those  great 
objects  as  a  paramount  duty  is  the  true  faith,  and 
one  to  which  we  are  mainly  indebted  for  the  pres- 
ent success  of  the  entire  system,  and  to  which  we 
must  alone  look  for  its  fiitnre  stability. 

That  there  are  diverrities  In  the  interests  of  the 
Cerent  States  which  compose  this  exten^ve  con- 
federacy, must  be  admitted.  Those  diversities, 
arising  from  situation,  climate,  population,  and 
pursuits,  are  doubtless,  as  it  is  natural  they  diould 
be,  greatly  exaggerated  by  jealousies,  and  that 
siorit  of  rivalry  so  inseparable  from  neighboring 
conunanlUes.  These  eirciunstances  make  it  the 
duty  of  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  its  afiUrs  to  neutralize  their  effects  as  far 
as  practicable,  by  making  the  beneficial  operation 
of  the  Federal  Government  as  equal  and  equitable 
among  the  several  States  as  can  be  done  con- 
ristentiy  with  the  great  ends  of  its  institution. 

It  is  only  Decessary  to  refer  to  andoubted  &cts, 
to  see  how  far  the  past  acts  of  the  Government 
npon  the  subject  under  consideration  have  fallen 
short  ot  this  object.  The  expenditures  heretofore 
made  for  internal  improvements  amount  to  upwards 
of  five  mtlUous  of  dollars,  and  have  been  distrib- 
uted in  very  unequal  proportions  amongst  the 
Staies.  The  estimated  expense  of  works  of  which 
surveys  have  been  made,  together  with  that  of 
others  prtfjected  aud  partially  surveyed,  amount  to 
more  than  ninety-dx  n^ona  of  dollm. 

That  such  improvements,  on  account  of  particu- 
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lar  circumstances,  may  be  more  advantageoudy 
and  beneficially  made  in  some  States  than  in  others, 
is  doubtiess  true ;  but  tiiat  they  are  of  a  character 
which  should  prevent  an  equitable  distribution  of 
the  funds  amongst  the  several  States,  is  not  to  be 
conceded.  The  want  of  this  equitable  distribution 
cannot  fail  to  prove  a  prolific  source  of  irritation 
amongst  Uie  States. 

We  have  it  constanUy  before  our  eyes,  that  pro- 
fesdons  of  superior  seal  in  the  cause  of  internal 
improvement,  and  a  disposition  to  lavish  the  pablic 
funds  upon  objects  of  that  oharacter,  are  daily  and 
earnestly  put  forth  by  aspirants  to  power,  as  consti- 
tuting the  highest  claims  to  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  Woiud  it  be  strange,  under  such  drcum- 
stances,  and  in  times  of  great  ezdtement,  that 
pants  of  this  description  should  find  thdr  motives 
in  objects  which  may  not  accord  with  the  public 
good?  Those  who  have  not  had  occasion  to  see 
and  regret  the  indication  of  a  simster  influence  in 
these  matters  in  past  times,  have  been  more  for- 
tunate than  myself  in  tbear  obsemtion  of  the 
course  of  public  affairs.  If  to  these  evils  be  added' 
the  comUnatloDS  and  angry  contentions  to  which 
such  a  course  of  things  gives  rise,  with  their  bale- 
ful influences  upon  the  legislation  of  Congress 
touching  the  leading  and  appropriate  duties  of  the 
Federal  Government,  it  was  but  doing  justice  to  the 
character  of  our  people  to  expect  tiie  severe  con- 
demnation of  the  past  vhich  the  recent  exhibition 
of  public  sentiment  has  evinced. 

Nothing  short  of  a  radic&l  change  in  the  action 
of  the  Government  upon  the  subject,  con,  in  my 
opinion,' remedy  the  evil.  If,  as  it  would  be  natnr^ 
to  expect,  the  States  which  have  been  least  &vor- 
ed  in  past  appropriations  should  insist  on  being 
redressed  in  those  hereafter  to  be  made,  at  the 
expense  of  the  States  which  have  so  largely  and 
disproportionately  participated,  we  have,  as  matters 
now  stand,  but  little  security  that  the  attend  would 
do  more  than  change  (he  inequality  flrom  one  qnu^ 
ter  to  another. 

Thus  viewing  the  subject,  I  have  heretofore  felt 
it  my  duty  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  some 
plan  for  the  distribution  of  tiie  surplns  ^da  which 
may  at  any  time  remain  In  the  Treasury  after  the 
national  debt  shall  have  been  p^d,  among  the 
Slates,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  thrir  repre* 
sentatives,  to  be  applied  by  them  to  objects  of 
internal  improvement. 

Although  this  plan  has  met  with  favor  in  some 
portions  of  the  Union,  it  has  also  elidted  oUedions 
which  merit  deliberate  consldeTation.  A  brief 
notice  of  these  objections  here  will  not,  therefore,  I 
trust,  be  regarded  as  out  of  place. 

They  rest,  as  far  as  they  have  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge, on  the  following  grounds :  1st,  an  objection 
to  the  ratio  of  distribution;  2d,  an  apprehensioii 
that  the  existence  of  such  a  regulation  would  pro- 
duce improvident  and  opprestdve  taxation  to  raise 
the  fimcte  for  distribution ;  8d,  tiiat  the  mode  pro- 
posed would  lead  to  the  construction  of  works  of  a 
local  nature,  to  the  exdutaon  of  such  as  are  general, 
and  as  would  consequently  be  of  a  more  useful 
character ;  and,  last,  that  it  would  create  a  dis- 
creditable and  Injurious  dependence,  on  the  part  of 
the  State  GoTemments,  upgn  the  federal  power. 
Of  those  who  oUect  to  the  ratio  of  representation 
as  the  ba^  of  dutiibutioo,  some  inust  that  the  im- 
portations  of  the  respective  States  would  constitute 
,  one  that  woidd  be  more  eqidtible ;  and  others, 
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again,  that  the  extent  of  th«r  respective  terrftoriea 
would  fumUb  a  standard  which  would  be  more  ex- 
pediCDt,  and  saSSciently  equitable.  The  ratio  of 
representation  preaented  itself  to  mj  mind,  and  it  lUU 
dews,  as.one  of  obvious  eqaity,  because  <n  its  bdog 
the  ratio  of  contribution,  whether  the  funds  to  be  dis* 
tributed  be  derived  from  the  customs  or  from  direct 
taxation.  It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  its 
adoption  is  indispensable  to  the  establi^ment  of 
the  system  proposed.  There  may  be  considerations 
appertaining  to  the  subject  which  would  render  a 
departure,  to  some  extent,  from  the  rule  of  contri- 
bution, proper.  TSor  is  it  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  basis  of  distribution  be  confined  to  one  ground. 
It  may,  if^  in  the  judgment  of  those  whose  ri^ht  it 
is  to  fix  it,  it  be  deemed  politic  and  just  to  give  it 
that  character,  have  regard  to  several. 

In  my  first  message,  I  stated  it  to  be  my  opinion 
that  "  it  is  not  probable  that  any  ai^jostment  of  the 
tariff  upon  prindidea  satla&otory  to  the  people  of 
the  TTnion,  will,  until  a  remote  period,  if  ever,  leave 
the  Government  without  a  conriderable  snrt^ns  in 
the  Treasury  beyond  what  may  be  required  for  its 
current  service."  I  have  had  no  cause  to  change  that 
Ol^nion,  but  much  to  confirm  it.  Should  these  ex- 
pectations be  realized,  a  auitable  fund  would  thus  be 
produced  for  the  plan  under  consideration  to 
operate  upon ;  and  if  there  be  no  such  fhnd,  its 
adoption  will,  in  my  opinion,  work  no  iig'ury  to  any 
Interest ;  for  I  cannot  assent  to  the  justness  of  the 
apprehen^OQ  that  the  establishment  of  the  proposed 
system  would  tend  to  the  encouragement  of  improv- 
ident legislation  of  the  character  supposed.  What- 
ever the  proper  authority,  in  the  ezwdBe  of  consti- 
tntional  power,  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  decide 
to  be  for  the  general  good,  will,  in  that  as  in  other 
respects,  deserve  and  receive  the  acquiescence  and 
support  of  the  whole  country ;  and  we  have  ample 
security  that  every  abuse  of  power  in  that  regard, 
by  the  agents  of  the  people,  will  receive  a  speedy 
and  effectual  corrective  at  their  hands.  The  viewa 
which  I  take  of  the  future,  founded  on  the  obvious 
and  increa^ng  improvement  of  aU  classes  of  oor 
fellotr-citizeos,  in  inteUigence,  and  in  pubUo  and 
private  virtue,  leave  me  without  much  apprehension 
on  that  head. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  those  who  come  after  na  will 
be  as  much  alive  as  we  are  to  the  obligation  upon 
all  the  trustees  of  political  power  to  exempt  those 
for  whom  they  act  from  all  anneoenuy  burdens ; 
and  aa  eendble  of  the  great  truth,  that  tlie  re- 
sources of  the  nation,  beyond  those  required  for 
the  immediate  and  necessary  purposes  of  Govern- 
ment, can  nowhere  be  so  well  deposited  aa  in  the 
pockets  of  the  people. 

It  may  sometimcB  happen  that  the  interests  of 
partioalar  States  would  not  be  deemed  to  coincide 
with  the  general  Interest  in  relation  to  improve- 
ment within  such  States.  But,  if  the  duiger  to  be 
ai^>rehended  from  this  source  is  sufficient  to  re- 
quire it,  a  discretion  might  be  reserved  to  Congress 
to  direct,  to  such  improvements  of  a  general  char- 
acter aa  tl)e  States  concerned  might  not  be  dis- 
posed  to  unite  in,  the  application  of  the  quotas  of 
thoee  States,  under  the  restriction  of  confining  to 
each  State  the  expendttnre  of  its  impropriate  quota. 
It.  may,  however,  be  uiumed  aa  a  safe  general 
rule,  that  such  improvements  as  serve  to  increase 
the  prosperity  of  the  respective  States  in  which 
they  are  made,  by  giving  new  faciUties  to  trade, 
tfla  thereby  augmenting  the  wealth  and  oomfbrt  of  I 
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their  inhabitants,  constitute  the  surest  mode  of 
conferring  pennanent  and  sabstantial  advantagee 
upon  the  whole.  The  strength,  as  well  as  the  tnie 
glory,  of  the  confederacy,  Ii  mainly  firanded  on  the 
prosperity  and  power  cu  the  several  independent 
sovereignties  of  whioh  It  is  eompoeed,  and  tiie  cer- 
tainty with  which  they  cui  be  brought  into  suc- 
cessful, active  co-operation,  through  the  agency  of 
the  Federal  Government. 

It  la,  moreover,  within  the  knowledge  of  such  as 
are  at  all  conversant  with  public  affairs,  that 
schemes  of  internal  imiKrovement  have,  frmn  time 
to  time,  been  proposed,  which,  from  th^  extent 
and  seeming  magnificence  were  regarded  as  at 
national  concernment ;  but  which,  upon  fuller  eon> 
sideration  and  further  experience,  would  now  be 
rejected  with  great  unanimity. 

That  the  plan  under  consideration  would  derive 
important  advantages  from  its  certainty ;  and  that 
the  moneys  set  apart  for  these  purposes  would  be 
more  judiciously  apfdied  and  economically  expend- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  State  Legislatures,  in 
which  every  part  of  each  State  is  immediately  rep- 
resented, cannot,  I  think,  be  doubted.  In  the  new 
States  particularly,  where  a  comparatively  small 
population  is  scattered  over  an  extendve  surface, 
and  the  representation  In  Congress  oonseqnently 
very  limited,  it  is  natural  to  expect  that  the  appro- 
priatiooa  made  by  the  Federal  Government  would 
be  more  likely  to  be  expended  in  the  vicinhy  of 
those  members  through  whose  immediate  agency 
they  were  obtained,  than  if  the  fbnda  were  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  Legislature,  in  which  every 
county  of  the  State  has  its  own  represenutive. 
This  suppodtion  does  not  necesMrily  imtnign  the 
motives  of  such  Congressional  reprewtflbves,  nor 
is  it  so  intended.  We  are  aU  senrible  of  the  bias 
to  which  the  strongest  minds  and  purest  hearts  are, 
under  buoU  circumstances,  liable.  In  respect  to  the 
last  objection,  its  probable  effect  upon  the  dignity 
and  independence  of  the  State  Oovenments,  it 
appears  to  me  only  neceaury  to  state  the  case  as 
it  is,  and  as  it  would  be  if  the  measure  proposed 
were  adopted,  to  diow  that  the  operation  is  most 
likely  to  be  the  very  reverse  of  that  which  the  ob- 
jection supposes. 

In  the  one  case,  the  State  would  receive  its  quota 
of  the  national  revenue  for  domestic  use,  upon  a 
fixed  princi^e,  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  from  a 
fund  to  the  creation  of  which  It  had  itself  contrib- 
uted its  fair  proportion.  Snrdy  there  could  be 
notbii^  derogatory  in  that.  As  matters  now  stand, 
the  States  themselves,  in  their  sovereign  character, 
are  not  unfrequently  petitioners  at  the  bar  of  the 
Federal  Legislature  for  such  allowances  out  of  the 
national  Treasury  as  it  may  comport  with  their 
pleasure  or  sense  of  duty  to  bestow  open  them.  It 
cannot  require  argument  to  prove  whidi  (tf  the  two 
courses  is  most  compatible  with  the  efficienoy  or 
respectability  of  the  State  Governments. 

fiut  all  these  are  matters  for  discusuon  and  dis- 
passionate consideration.  That  the  desired  ad- 
justment would  he  attended  with  difficulty,  affords 
no  reason  why  It  sbonld  not  be  attempted.  The 
effective  operation  of  such  motives  would  han 
prevented  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  under 
which  we  have  so  long  lived,  and  under  the  benign 
influence  of  which  our  beloved  country  has  so  sq- 
ually prMpered.  The  framen  of  that  sacred  in- 
stmment  had  greater  difficolUes  to  overcome,  and 
I  they  did  oTereome  them.  The  patriotism  of  th» 
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people,  Erected  by  a  deep  convioUoo  of  the  inn- 
portonee  of  the  Union,  produced  mutoal  concession 
tnd  ra^KOol  foibeumnoe.  Strict  right  wu  merged 
fai  a  nAnt  of  eomprombe,  and  the  tMoU  has  conse- 
Htum  dinnterested  devotion  to  the  general 
ireaL  UnlcBa  the  American  people  have  degener- 
ated, the  maa  reaolt  can  be  again  efliBcted,  wlien- 
erer  experience  pointroat  the  necessit;  of  a  resort 
to  the  same  means  to  uphold  the  &brio  which  their 
lathers  hare  reared.  It  is  beyond  the  power  of 
man  to  make  a  system  of  government  like  ours,  or 
aaj  o^r,  operate  with  pretuse  equality  npoa  States 
■tnated  liko  thou  which  compose  taia  con^er- 
aey ;  oor  is  inequality  always  u^JaBtiee.  Srwy 
6tate  cannot  expect  to  shape  the  measures  of  the 
ireneral  GoreRunent  to  suit  its  own  particular  in- 
terests. The  causes  which  prevent  it  are  seated  in 
the  natnre  of  things,  and  cannot  be  entirely  coun- 
teracted by  htunau  means.  Matoal  forbearance, 
therelbro,  becomflaadntyobligativjapoaaU;  and 
we  may,  I  am  confident,  count  on  a  cheerfU  oom- 
phaace  with  this  high  injunction,  on  the  part  of  our 
constituents.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  they 
^11  object  to  mt^e  such  comparatively  inconsider- 
able sacrifices  for  the  preservation  of  rights  and 
privileges,  wliich  other  teas  &>vored  porUooa  of  the 
worid  nave  in  vain  waded  through  aeai  of  blood  to 
acquire. 

Oar  coarse  is  a  safe  one,  if  it  be  bat  UtbfUly 
adhered  to.  Acquiescence  in  the  conatltationally 
expressed  will  of  the  majority,  and  the  exerdse  of 
that  will  in  a  spirit  moderation,  justice,  and 
brotheriy  kindness,  will  constitute  a  CMnent  which 
would  forever  preserve  onr  tTnion.  Those  who 
eberirii  and  ineolcate  sentiments  like  these,  render 
a  most  essential  service  to  their  country ;  whilst 
Uioee  who  seek  to  weaken  their  influence,  are,  how- 
ever conadentions  and  praiseworthy  their  inten- 
tions, in  effect  its  worst  enemies. 

If  the  inteUigenoe  and  influence  of  the  country, 
instead  of  laboring  to  foment  sectional  pr^udices, 
to  be  made  subservient  to  party  war&re,  were,  in 
KDod  fiUth,  applied  to  the  eradication  of  causes  of 
loeal  discontent,  by  the  improvement  of  our  insti- 
titdoDS,  and  by  fiuiUtatio^  their  adaptation  to  the 
condition  of  the  times,  this  task  would  prove  one 
of  less  difficulty.  May  we  not  hope  ttiat  the  ob- 
vious interests  of  our  common  country,  and  the 
dictates  of  an  enlightened  patriotism,  will,  in  the 
end,  lead  the  pubUo  mind  in  that  direcUon. 

After  all,  the  natnre  of  tlie  Bisect  does  not  ad- 
mit of  a  i^an  wholly  free  &om  objection.  That 
which  has  for  some  time  been  in  operation  is,  per- 
haps, the  worst  that  could  exist;  and  every  ad- 
vance that  can  be  made  in  its  improvement  is  a 
matter  eminently  worthy  of  your  most  deliberate 
attenUon. 

It  is  very  pmdble  that  one  better  calcnlated  to 
effect  the  objects  in  view  may  yet  be  de^ed.  If 
so,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  who  disapprove  of 
the  past,  and  dissent  from  what  is  proposed  for  the 
foture,  will  feel  it  their  duty  to  direct  their  atten- 
tion to  it,  aa  they  most  hie  senable  that,  unless 
some  fixed  nde  for  the  action  of  the  Federal  Oov- 
CBsment  in  this  respect  is  established,  the  conrse 
now  attempted  to  be  arrested  will  be  agiun  resorted 
to.  Any  mode  which  is  calcnlated  to  £^ve  the 
greatest  degree  of  effect  and  harmony  to  our  legis- 
ution  upon  the  subject — which  shall  best  serve  to 
keep  the  movements  of  the  Federal  Oovemment 
within  the  spfaare  intended  by  those  who  modelled 


and  those  who  adopted  !t — which  shall  lead  to  the 
extinguishment  of  the  national  debt  in  the  shortest 
period,  and  impose  the  Ughteat  burdens  upon  onr 
oonstitnents,  shaU  recave  from  me  a  cordial  and 
firm  support. 

Among  the  objects  of  great  national  concern,  I 
cannot  omit  to  press  again  upon  your  attention  tlmt 
part  of  the  constitution  which  regulates  the  elec- 
tion of  Preadent  and  Vice  President.  The  neces- 
sity for  its  amendment  made  so  clear  to  my  mind 
by  the  observation  of  its  evils,  and  by  the  many 
able  discnesions  which  they  have  elicited  on  the 
floor  of  Oongresa  and  elsewhere,  that  I  shoold  be 
wanting  to  my  duty  were  I  to  withhold  another 
exjtfesnon  of  my  deep  solicitude  upon  the  subject. 
Our  system  fortunately  contempUtes  a  recurrence 
to  first  principles,  differing,  in  this  respect,  from  all 
that  have  preceded  it,  and  securing  it,  I  trust, 
equally  against  the  decay  and  the  commotions 
which  have  marked  the  progress  of  other  Govem> 
ments.  Our  feBow-citlzena,  too,  who,  in  proportion 
to  their  love  of  liberty,  keep  a  steady  eye  upon  the 
means  of  sustaining  it,  do  not  require  to  be  re- 
minded of  the  duty  they  owe  to  themselves  to 
remedy  all  essential  defects  in  so  vital  a  part  of 
their  system.  While  tbef  are  sensible  that  every 
evil  attendant  upon  its  operation  is  not  necessarily 
indicative  of  a  bad  organisation,  but  may  proceedL 
from  temporary  paoses,  yet  Uie  habitual  presence, 
or  even  a  nngle  instance  of  evils  wluch  can  be 
clearly  traced  to  an  organic  defect,  will  not,  I  trust, 
lie  overlooked  through  a  too  scrupulous  veneration 
for  the  work  of  their  ancestors.  The  constitution 
was  an  experiment  committed  to  the  virtue  and 
intelligence  of  the  great  mass  of  our  countrymen, 
in  whose  ranks  the  framers  of  it  themselves  were 
to  perform  the  part  of  patriotic  observation  and 
scrutiny ;  and  if  they  have  passed  from  the  stage 
of  existence  with  an  increased  confidence  in  its 
general  adaptation  to  our  condition,  we  should 
learn  from  authority  so  high  the  duty  of  fortifying 
the  points  in  it  which  time  proves  to  be  expo»e<^ 
rather  than  be  deterred  from  aniroachingthem  by 
the  suggestions  of  fbar,  or  the  dictates  ofinisplacea 
reverence. 

A  provision  which  does  not  secure  to  the  people 
a  direct  choice  of  their  Chief  Magistrate,  but  has  a 
tendency  to  defeat  their  will,  presented  to  my  mind 
such  an  inconsistency  with  the  general  spirit  of  our 
institutions,  that  I  was  Induced  to  suggest  for  year 
conuderation  the  substitute  which  appeared  to  me 
at  the  same  time  the  most  likely  to  correct  the  evil, 
and  to  meet  the  views  of  our  constituents.  The 
most  mature  reflection  dnce  has  added  strength  to 
the  belief  that  the  best  interests  of  our  country 
require  the  speedy  adoption  of  some  plan  calculated 
to  effect  this  end.  A  contingency  which  some- 
times places  it  in  the  power  of  a  sinrie  member  of 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  to  dedde  an  election 
of  so  lugh  and  solemn  a  character,  is  uqjust  to  the 
people,  and  becomes,  when  it  occurs,  a  source  of 
embarrassment  to  the  individuals  thus  brought  into 
power,  and  a  cause  of  distrust  of  the  representative 
body.  Liable  as  the  confederacy  is,  trom  its  great 
extent,  to  parties  founded  n^n  sectional  interests, 
and  to  a  corresponding  multiplication  of  candidates 
for  the  Presidency,  the  tendency  of  the  constitn- 
tional  reference  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
ia,  to  devolve  the  election  upon  that  body  in  almost 
every  instance,  and,  whatever  choice  may  then  be 
made  among  the  oandtdates  thus  prsHnted  to 
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them,  to  swell  the  infiueoce  of  particular  interests 
to  a  degree  incoturiBtent  widi  the  general  good. 
The  conaeqaencea  of  tbia  feature  of  the  consUtu- 
tioa  appear  far  more  threatening  to  the  peace  and 
integrity  of  the  Union  than  any  which  I  can  coq- 
ceire  ta  likely  to  remit  front  the  simple  legislative 
action  of  the  i'ederal  Government. 

It  was  a  leading  object  with  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  to  keep  as  separate  as  possible  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Legislative  and  Executive  branches  of 
the  GoTemment,  To  secure  this  olfjeet,  notUng 
Is  more  efMDdal  than  to  preserve  the  fbrmer  from 
the  temptations  of  private  interest,  and,  therefore, 
BO  to  direct  the  patronage  of  the  latter  aa  not  to 
permit  such  temptations  to  be  offered.  Experience 
abundantly  demonstrates  that  every  precaution  in 
this  respect  is  a  valuable  safeguard  of  liberty,  and 
one  which  my  reflections  upon  the  tendencka  of 
our  system  incline  me  to  think  should  be  made  still 
stronger.  It  was  for  tUs  reason  that,  tn  connection 
with  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  removlD^ 
all  intermediate  agency  in  the  choice  of  the  Presi- 
dent, I  recommended  soma  restrictions  upon  the 
re-eli{^bility  of  that  officer,  and  upon  the  tenure  of 
offioBS  swerallT.  The  reMOo  sUll  exists;  ud  I 
renew  the  recommendation,  with  an  fnsreosed  con- 
fidence that  its  adoption  will  strengthen  those 
^hecka  by  which  the  constitution  designed  to  se- 
cure the  independence  of  each  department  of  the 
Government,  and  promote  the  healthful  and  equit- 
able administration  of  all  the  trusts  which  it  has 
created.  The  agent  moat  likely  to  contravcoe  this 
design  of  the  constitution  is  the  Chief  Magistrate. 
In  order,  partieulariy,  that  his  appointment  may, 
as  ikr  as  possible,  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of 
any  Improper  influences ;  in  order  that  he  may  ap- 
proach the  solemn  responwbilities  of  the  highrat 
office  in  the  gift  of  a  free  people,  uncommitted  to 
any  other  course  than  the  strict  line  of  constitu- 
tional duty ;  and  that  the  securities  for  this  inde- 
pendeiHW  may  be  rendered  as  strong  aa  the  nature 
of  power,  and  tbe  weakness  of  its  possessor,  will 
admit,  X  cannot  too  earnestly  invite  yoar  attention 
to  the  propriety  of  promoting  such  an  amendment 
of  the  constitution  aa  will  render  him  Ineligible 
after  one  term  of  service. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  announce  to  Congress 
that  the  benevolent  policy  of  the  Government, 
eteadily  pursued  for  nearly  thirty  years.  In  relation 
to  the  removal  of  the  Indiana  beyond  tbe  widte 
settlementa,  U  approaching  to  a  happy  consumma- 
tion. Two  important  tribes  have  accepted  the  pro- 
vision made  for  their  removal  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress;  and  It  is  beheved  that  th^r  example 
will  induce  the  rem^mng  tribes,  also,  to  seek  tiie 
same  obvioiu  adrantages. 

Tbe  consequences  of  a  speedy  removal  wQl  be 
important  to  the  United  States,  to  individual  States, 
and  to  tiie  Indians  themselves.  The  pecuniary  ad- 
vantages which  it  promises  to  the  Government  are 
tiie  leaat  of  ita  recommendations.  It  puts  an  end 
to  all  possible  danger  of  collision  between  the  au- 
thorities of  the  General  and  State  Govemmenia,  on 
account  of  the  Indians.  It  wiU  place  a  dense  and 
civilized  population  in  large  tracts  of  country  now 
occnpied  by  a  few  savage  hunters.  By  opening  tiie 
whole  territory  between  Tennessee  on  tbo  north, 
and  Louisiana  on  the  south,  to  the  settlement  of 
the  whites,  it  will  tocalctUably  strengthen  tbe 
Mmthweatero  frontier,  and  render  the  adjacent 
BtatM  strong  enoogh  to  repel  fiitnie  tnTa^oo  with- 
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out  remote  aid.  It  will  relieve  tbe  whole  State  of 
HiaaMppi,  and  the  western  part  of  Bahama,  of 
Indian  occupancy,  and  enable  those  States  to  ad- 
vance nq[)idly  in  population,  wealth,  and  power. 
It  will  separate  the  Indians  from  immediate  con- 
tact with  settiements  of  whites;  free  them  from 
the  power,  of  the  States ;  enable  them  to  pntsne 
happiness  In  their  own  way,  and  under  their  own 
rude  institutions ;  will  retard  the  progress  of  decay, 
which  is  lessening  their  nombers;  and  perhaps 
cause  them  gntduMly,  under  the  ppDtection  of  th^ 
Government,  and  throogh  the  influence  of  good 
counsels,  to  cast  off  their  savage  habits,  and  be- 
come an  interesting,  civilized,  and  Christian  com- 
munity. These  consequehces,  swne  of  them  so 
certain,  and  tbe  rest  so  probable,  make  tbe  com- 
plete execution  of  the  plan  sanctioned  by  Congress 
at  tb^  last  session  an  object  <^  maeh  Kdidtnae. 

Toward  the  aborigines  tbe  eonutry  no  one  can 
indulge  a  more  friendly  feeling  than  mys^  or 
would  go  further  in  aUemptiog  to  reclaim  them 
from  their  wandering  habits,  and  make  them  a 
happy  and  prosperous  people.  I  have  endeavored 
to  impress  upon  them  my  own  solemn  convictions 
of  the  duties  and  powers  of  tbe  Geoeial  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  the  State  authorities.  For  the 
justice  of  the  laws  passed  by  the  States  within  the 
scope  of  their  reserved  powers,  they  are  not  respon- 
sible to  tills  Government.  As  indiriduals,  we  may 
entertun  and  express  our  opinions  of  their  acts ; 
but,  as  a  Government,  we  have  as  little  right  to 
control  them  as  we  bare  to  presoribe  laws  to  tor- 
ei^  nations. 

With  a  full  understanding  of  the  subject,  the 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes  have,  with  great 
unanimity,  determined  to  avail  themselvee  of  the 
liberal  offers  presented  by  the  act  of  Congress,  and 
have  agreed  to  remove  beyond  tbe  Uisms^ppi 
River.  Treaties  have  been  made  witfa  them,  which, 
in  due  season,  will  be  submitted  for  consideration. 
In  negotiating  these  treaties,  they  were  made  to 
understand  their  true  condition ;  and  they  have 
preferred  maintaining  their  independence  in  the 
Western  forests  to  submitting  to  the  laws  of  the 
States  in  which  they  now  reside.  These  treaties 
being  probably  the  last  which  will  ever  be  made 
with  them,  are  characterized  bj  great  liberoUtv  on 
tfaapartaf  tbeOovemniait.  tiiey  give  the  Inmau 
a  liberal  sum  in  conrideration  of  Uiur  removal,  and 
comfortable  subsistence  on  their  arrival  at  their 
new  homes.  If  it  be  their  real  interest  to  main- 
tain a  separate  existence,  they  will  there  be  at 
liberty  to  do  so  without  the  inconveniences  and 
vexations  to  which  they  would  unavoidably  have 
been  sutiject  in  Alalwuna  and  MIsrisri^L 

Humanity  has  often  wept  over  the  fote  of  the 
aboririnca  of  this  country ;  and  pbilanUiropy  has 
been  long  burily  employed  in  devising  means  to 
avert  It.  But  its  progress  has  never  for  a  moment 
been  arrested ;  and  one  by  one  have  many  power- 
ful tribes  disappeared  from  the  earth.  To  follow 
to  the  tomb  the  last  of  his  race,  and  to  tread  on 
the  graves  of  extinct  nations,  excites  meloncht^y 
reflections.  But  true  pbilantbropy  reconciles  the 
mind  to  these  vidsutudes,  as  It  does  to  the  extinc- 
tion of  one  generation  to  make  room  for  another. 
In  the  monuments  and  fortresses  of  an  unknown 
people,  spread  over  the  extensive  regions  of  the 
West,  we  behold  the  memorials  of  a  once  powerful 
race,  which  was  extenninated,  or  has  cUsaf^ared, 
to  make  room  for  tbe  existing  savage  tribes.  Nor 
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IB  there  mn;  thing  in  this,  which,  apon  %  compre- 
btfnnTe  -new  of  the  general  interests  of  the  human 
race,  is  to  be  r«giett«d.  Pliilanthropy  could  not 
wish  to  He  tbii  eondnent  restored  to  the  oondition 
in  wbieh  it  wu  fbnad  bj  our  fbre&tiiets.  What 
good  man  voald  prefer  a  country  covered  with 
foreata,  and  ranged  by  a  few  thousand  saTages,  to 
our  eztensiTe  republic,  etadded  with  ciUes,  towns, 
and  prosperous  fkmis;  embellished  with  all  the 
improTenOBts  which  art  can  devise,  or  indostrjr 
execute  ;  occai^ed  bj  more  tlian  twelve  milUons 
of  faapp7  people,  and  filled  with  all  the  blessings  of 
liberty,  ctrilizstion,  and  religion  t 

The  present  policy  of  the  Government  is  but  a 
ootttinuation  of  the  same  progresdve  change,  by  a 
milder  process.  The  tribes  which  occupied  the 
eoootries  now  constituting  the  Eastern  States  were 
anBihilated,  or  have  melted  away,  to  make  room 
for  the  whites.  The  waves  of  population  and  civil- 
ization  are  rolling  to  the  westward;  and  we  now 
propflto  to  acquire  the  countries  occu^od  by  the 
red  men  of  the  south  and  west,  by  a  fUr  exchange, 
and,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  to  send 
them  to  a  land  where  their  existenoe  may  be  pro- 
longed, and  perhaps  made  perpetual.  Doubtless  it 
will  be  painful  to  leave  the  graves  of  their  fathers ; 
hot  what  do  diey  more  than  our  ancestors  did,  or 
than  oar  children  are  now  doing  F  To  better  their 
eonditioD  in  an  unknown  land,  our  forefathers  left 
aQ  that  was  dear  in  earthly  objects.  Our  children, 
by  thousands,  yeu-ly  leave  the  land  of  their  birth, 
to  seek  new  homes  In  distant  regions.  Does  hu- 
manity weep  at  these  paiDfiil  separations  from 
vivrj  diing,  animate  and  Inanimate,  witib  which  the 
.young  heart  baa  become  entwined  f  Far  from  it. 
It  is  rather  a  source  of  joy  that  our  country  affords 
scope  where  our  young  population  may  range  un- 
constnuned  in  body  or  in  mind,  developing  the 
power  and  faculties  of  man  in  their  highest  perfec- 
tion. These  remove  hundreds,  and  almost  thou- 
sands of  miles,  at  their  own  expense,  purchase  the 
lands  they  occupy,  and  support  themselves  at  their 
new  home  from  the  moment  of  their  arrival.  Can 
it  be  cruel  in  this  Govenuoent,  when,  by  events 
which  it  cannot  control,  the  Indian  is  made  discon- 
tented in  hia  ancient  home,  to  purdiase  his  lands, 
to  give  him  a  new  and  extensive  territory,  to  pay 
the  expense  of  his  removal,  and  support  him  a  year 
in  his  new  abode  f  How  many  thousands  of  our 
own  people  would  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity 
removing  to  the  West  on  auch  condltionBl  If 
the  00^  made  to  the  Indians  were  extended  to 
them,  they  would  be  hailed  with  gratitude  and  joy  I 

And  is  it  {rapposed  that  the  wandering  savage 
has  a  stron^r  attachment  to  his  home  than  the 
settled,  dvilixed  Christian?  Is  it  more  afflicting  to 
Um  to  leave  the  graves  of  bis  fathers,  than  it  is  to 
our  brothers  and  children?  Rightly  conddered, 
the  policy  of  the  General  Government  towards  the 
led  man  is  not  only  liberal  but  generous.  He  Is 
unwilling  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  the  States,  and 
mingle  with  their  population.  To  save  him  from 
this  attemative,  or  perhaps  utter  annihilation,  the 
General  Government  kindly  offers  him  a  new  home, 
and  proposes  to  pay  the  whole  expense  of  his  re- 
moval and  settiement. 

In  the  consummation  of  a  poUcy  originating  at 
an  early  period,  and  steadily  pursued  by  every  ad- 
nuoistradon  within  the  present  century — so  just  to 
the  States,  and  so  generous  to  the  Indians,  the 
XxeentiTe  fieela  it  has  a  right  to  expect  the  co- 


operation of  Congress,  and  of  all  good  and  ^in- 
terested men.  The  States,  moreover,  have  a  right 
to  demand  it.  It  was  substautially  a  part  of  the 
compact  which  made  them  members  of  our  con- 
federacy. yfiV^  Georgia,  there  is  an  express  con- 
tract ;  with  the  new  States,  an  implied  one,  of 
equal  obligation.  Why,  in  anthorimg  Ohio,  In- 
diana, Illinois,  Missouri,  Uisrasnppi,  and  Alabama, 
to  form  constttutlona,  and  become  separate  States, 
did  Congress  include  witliia  tfa^' limits  extensive 
tracts  of  Indian  lands,  and,  in  some  instances, 
powerftd  Indian  tribes  t  Was  it  not  understood  by 
both  parties  that  the  power  of  the  States  was  to  be 
co-extenfflve  with  their  limits,  and  tbat,  with  all 
convenient  despatch,  the  General  Government 
should  extinguish  the  Indian  titie,  and  remove 
every  obstruction  to  the  complete  jurisdiction  of 
the  State  Governments  over  the  soil?  Probably 
not  one  of  those  States  would  have  accepted  a 
separate  existence— certify  it  would  never  have 
been  granted  by  Congress — had  it  been  understood 
that  they  were  to  be  confined  forever  to  those 
smidl  portions  of  their  nominal  territory,  the  In- 
dian title  to  which  bad  at  the  time  been  extin- 
guiabed. 

It  is,  therefore,  a  doty  which  this  Government 
owes  to  the  new  States,  to  exttngidBh,  as  soon  as 
posaible,  the  IniUan  title  to  all  unda  which  Con- 
gress themselves  have  Included  within  their  limits. 
When  this  ia  done,  the  duties  of  the  General  Gov- 
emihent  in  relation  to  the  States  and  Indians  with- 
in their  limits  are  at  an  end.  The  Indians  may 
leave  the  State  or  not,  as  they  choose.  The  pur- 
chase of  theh-  lands  does  not  alter,  in  the  least, 
their  personal  relations  with  the  State  Government. 
No  act  of  the  General  Government  has  ever  been 
deemed  necessary  to  g^ve  the  States  jorisdiction 
over  the  persons  of  the  Indians.  That  they  possess, 
by  virtue  of  their  sovereign  power  within  their  own 
limits,  in  as  full  a  manner  before  as  after  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Indian  lands  j  nor  can  this  Govem- 
ment  add  to  or  dimimah  it. 

May  we  not  hope,  therefore,  that  all  good  citi- 
zens, and  none  more  zealously  than  those  who 
tliink  the  Indians  oppressed  by  subjection  to  the 
laws  of  the  States,  wiU  unite  in  attempting  to  open 
the  eyes  of  those  children  of  the  forest  to  their 
tme  condition ;  and,  by  a  speedy  removal,  to  re- 
lieve them  from  the  evils,  real  or  imaginary,  pres- 
ent or  prospective,  with  which  they  may  be  sup- 
posed to  be  tiireatened. 

Among  the  numerous  causes  of  congratulation, 
the  conmtion  of  our  impost  revenue  deserves  spe- 
cial mention,  inasmuch  as  it  promises  the  means  of 
extinguishing  the  public  debt  sooner  than  was  an- 
ticipated, uid  furnishes  a  strong  illustration  of  die 
practical  effects  of  the  present  tariff  upon  our  com- 
mercial interests. 

The  object  of  the  tariff  is  objected  to  by  some  as 
unconstitutional ;  and  it  is  considered  by  almost  all 
as  defective  in  many  of  its  parts. 

The  power  to  impose  duties  on  imports  originally 
belonged  to  the  several  States,  The  right  to  ad- 
just those  duties  with  a  view  to  the  encouragement 
of  domestic  branches  of  industry  la  so  completely 
incidental  to  that  power,  tbat  it  is  difficult  to  sup- 
pose the  existence  of  the  one  without  the  other. 
The  States  have  delegated  their  whole  authority 
over  imports  to  the  (^neral  Government,  without 
Umitation  or  restriction,  savine  the  very  inconaid- 
etable  reserration  relating  to  tndr  inspection  laws. 
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This  authority  bariog  thus  entirely  passed  from 
the  States,  the  right  to  exercise  it  for  the  purpose 
of  protection  doea  not  exist  in  them ;  and,  conse- 
quently, if  it  be  not  posicMed  by  the  Oeneral  Qot- 
emment,  It  most  be  extinct  Our  ptditical  system 
would  thus  present  the  anomaly  of  a  people  stripped 
of  the  right  to  foster  their  own  industry,  and  to 
counteract  the  most  selfish  and  destructire  policy 
which  might  be  adopted  by  forei^  nations.  This 
sorely  cannot  b«  the  caae ;  this  indispensable  power, 
thus  surrendered  by  the  States,  must  be  within  the 
scope  of  the  authority  on  the  subject  expressly 
delegated  to  Congress. 

In  this  conclusion,  I  am  confirmed  as  well  by  the 
omnions  of  Presidents  Washington,  Jefferson, 
Ma(Uson,  and  Monroe,  who  hare  each  repeatedly 
recommended  the  exerdse  of  this  right  under  the 
eonstitutioa,  as  by  the  imlform  practice  of  Cent- 
gress,  die  continued  acquiescence  of  the  Statea, 
and  tiie  general  understanding  of  the  people. 

The  difflculties  of  a  more  expedient  a^I'^^o'^D' 
of  the  present  tariff,  although  great,  are  far  from 
being  insurmountable.  Some  are  unwilling  to  im> 
prove  any  of  its  parts,  because  they  would  destroy 
the  whole :  others  fear  to  touch  the  objectionable 
parts,  test  those  they  approve  should  be  jeoparded. 
I  am  persuaded  that  the  advocates  of  these  con- 
jBicting  views  do  injustice  to  the  American  people, 
and  Co  their  Representatives.  The  general  interest 
is  the  interest  of  each ;  and  my  confidence  is  en- 
tire, that,  to  ensure  the  adoption  of  such  modifica- 
tions of  the  tariff  as  the  general  interest  requires,  ; 
it  is  only  necessary  that  that  interest  dio^d  be 
understood. 

It  is  on  inflmdty  of  our  nature  to  mingle  our 
Interests  and  pr^ndtees  with  the  operation  of  our 
reasoning  powers,  and  attribute  to  the  otijects  of 
our  likes  and  dislikes  qualities  they  do  not  possess, 
and  effects  they  cannot  produce.  The  effects  of 
the  present  tanff  are  doubtless  overrated,  both  in 
its  evils  and  in  its  advantages.  By  one  elasa  of 
reasonera,  the  reduced  price  of  cotton  and  other 
agricultuial  products  is  ascribed  wholly  to  its  Influ- 
ence ;  and  by  another,  the  reduced  price  of  manu- 
factured articles.  The  probability  is,  that  neither 
opinion  approaches  the  truth,  and  that  both  are 
induced  by  that  influence  of  interests  and  pr^u- 
dicea  to  widch  I  have  referred.  The  deorease  of 
prices  extends  throiwhout  the  commercial  worid, 
embracing  not  only  the  raw  material  and  the  man- 
vfhetnied  article,  but  provisions  and  lands.  The 
cause  must,  therefore,  be  deeper  and  more  per^ 
vadin^  than  the  tariff  of  the  United  States.  It 
may,  id  a  measure,  be  attributable  to  the  increased 
value  of  the  predous  metals,  produced  by  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  Buf^y,  and  an  increase  in  the  demand ; 
while  commerce  has  rajndly  extended  itself^  and 
population  has  augmented.  The  supply  of  gold 
and  silver,  the  general  medium  of  exchange,  has 
been  greatly  interrupted  by  civil  convulsions  in  the 
countries  from  which  they  are  prtncipaUy  drawn. 
A  part  of  the  effect,  too,  is  doubtless  owing  to  an 
increase  of  operatives  and  improvements  In  ma- 
cUiiery.  Bat,  on  the  whole,  It  is  quMtionabte 
whether  the  reduction  in  the  prioe  of  lands,  pro- 
duce, and  manufactures,  has  been  greater  tbu  the 
appreciation  of  the  standard  of  value. 

While  the  chief  object  of  duties  should  be  reve- 
Due,  they  may  be  so  a(yu8ted  as  to  encourage  man- 
ufactures. In  this  a4)UBt*°^^  however,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  be  gnlded  by  the  gen- 
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eral  good.  Objects  of  national  importaooe,  alone, 
ought  to  be  protected ;  of  these  the  productions  of 
our  soil,  our  mines,  and  our  workshops,  essential 
to  national  defence,  ooeiqiy  the  fliat  rank.  What- 
ever other  species  of  dotontic  fndoitiy,  having  the 
importance  to  which  I  have  referred,  may  be  ex- 
pected, after  temporary  protection,  to  compete 
with  foreign  labor  on  equal  terms,  merit  the  same 
attention  in  a  subordinate  degree. 

The  iwesent  tariff  taxes  some  of  the  comforts  of 
life  unnecessarily  Ugh;  H  undertakes  to  protect 
interests  too  local  aaa  ninnte  to  Justify  a  general 
exaction ;  and  it  also  attempts  to  force  some  kinds 
of  manu&ctures,  for  which  the  country  Is  not  ripe. 
Much  relief  will  be  derived,  in  some  of  these  re- 
spects, from  the  measures  of  your  last  session. 

The  best,  as  well  as  fiurest  mode  of  detemdning 
whether,  from  any  just  oonsiderationSi  a  pMtbnlar 
interest  onght  to  recdve  protection,  would  be  to 
submit  the  question  singly  for  deliberation.  ^ 
afier  due  examination  of  its  merits,  unconnected 
with  extraneous  conmderations — such  as  a  de^re 
to  sustain  a  general  system,  or  to  purchase  support 
for  a  diOerent  interest — it  idiould  enlist  in  its  &vor 
a  minority  of  the  RepresenUtives  of  the  people, 
there  can  be  littie  danger  of  wrong  or  injury  in 
adjusting  the  tariff^  with  reference  to  its  protective 
efieot.  If  this  obvioody  just  principle  were  hon- 
estly adhered  to,  the  branches  of  industry  which 
deserre  protection,  would  be  saved  from  the  pre- 
judice existed  agahist  them,  when  that  protection 
forms  part  of  a  system  by  which  portions  of  the 
country  feel,  or  conceive  themselves 'to  be,  oppress- 
ed. What  ia  incalculably  more  important,  the  vital 
principle  of  our  system — that  princijde  wlwdi  re- 
quires aoqmescence  in  the  will  of  the  m^ority— 
would  be  secure  from  the  discredit  and  danger  to 
which  it  is  exposed  by  the  acts  of  miyorities,  found- 
ed, not  on  identity  of  conviction,  but  on  combina- 
tions of  small  minorities,  entered  into  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mutual  assistance  in  measures  wblcb,  resting 
solely  on  their  own  merite,  could  never  b«.earried. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  is  a  subject  of  so  much 
delicacy,  on  account  of  the  extended  interests  it 
involves,  as  to  require  that  it  should  be  touched 
with  the  utmost  caution ;  and  that,  while  on  aban- 
donment of  the  policy  in  which  it  originated — a 
policy  coeval  with  our  Oovemmeut,  and  punued 
through  sucoessiye  administrations,  is  neither  to  be 
expected  nor  desired,  the  peoide  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand, and  have  demanded,  that  it  be  so  modified 
as  to  correct  abuses  and  obviate  injustice. 

That  our  deliberations  on  this  interesting  suMect 
should  be  uninfiuenced  by  those  partisan  conflicts 
that  are  incident  to  free  institutions,  is  the  fervent 
wish  of  my  heart  To  make  this  great  questitti, 
which  unhq>ptly  so  much  divides  and  excitee  the 
pubUc  mind,  sabeervient  to  the  short-sighted  views 
of  faction,  must  destroy  dil  hope  of  setthng  it  satia* 
factorily  to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  for 
the  general  interest.  I  cannot,  therefore,  on  taking 
leave  of  the  subject,  too  earnestiy  for  my  own 
feelings  or  the  common  good,  warn  you  agabst  the 
blightmg  consequences  M  luoh  a  eouise. 

Xccording  to  the  estimates  at  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, the  receipts  in  the  Treasury  during  the 
present  year  will  amount  to  twenty-four  millions 
one  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  and  eighteen 
dollars,  which  will  exceed  by  about  three  hundred 
tiiousand  d<dlar8  the  estimate  presented  in  the  last 
uoual  Tflpttrt  of  the  Sewetary  of  the  Trsasory. 
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The  total  expenditure  daring  the  Tear,  ezcIoriTe 
of  pabBc  debt,  is  estimated  at  thirteen  miUions 
Beven  hnndred  and  forty-tvo  thoasand  three  hun- 
dred and  eleven  doIUn ;  and  the  payment  on  ac- 
count of  pablio  debt  for  the  same  period  vHl  hare 
been  eleven  nJlliona  tiiree  hundred  and  fifty-four 
thoBstnd  4z  hundred  and  thirty  debars;  leaving  a 
balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  lat  of  January, 
1831,  of  four  roiUions  eight  hundred  and  nineteen 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars. 

In  connection  with  the  condition  of  onr  flnances, 
it  affords  me  pleasure  to  remark  that  judicious  and 
tOUbeat  amngementa  have  been  made  by  the 
Treason  Department  for  seeoring  the  pecuniary 
re^MHim^y  of  the  pnbHe  offloers,  and  the  more 
punctual  payment  of  the  pnbSc  dues.  The  revenue 
cutter  service  has  been  organized,  and  placed  on  a 
good  footing ;  and,  aided  by  an  increase  of  inspect- 
ors at  exposed  points,  and  the  regul^tons  adopted 
nnder  the  act  of  May,  1880,  for  the  inspection  and 
a[q>ralMmeot  of  merchandise,  have  produced  much 
improvement  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and 
more  secori^  against  the  commission  of  frauds 
apon  the  revenue.  Abases  in  the  allowances  for 
fishing  bounties  have  also  been  corrected,  and  a 
material  saving  in  that  branch  of  the  service,  there* 
by  effected-  Id  addition  to  these  improvements, 
the  system  of  expenditure  for  sick  seamen  belong- 
ing to  the  merchant  service  has  been  revised ;  and, 
by  being  rendered  uniform  and  economical,  the 
benefits  of  the  fhnd  applicable  to  this  object  have 
been  usefhlly  extended. 

The  prosperity  of  onr  country  is  also  fVirther 
evinced  by  ihe  increased  revenue  arising  from  the 
sale  of  pid>lic  lands,  as  will  appear  from  the  report 
of  the  OommisBioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
and  the  docimieiita  aoeompan^ng  it,  which  are 
herewith  transmitted.  I  beg  leave  to  draw  yonr 
attention  to  this  report,  and  to  the  propriety  of 
making  early  appropriations  for  the  objects  which 
it  specifies. 

Tear  attention  is  agdn  invited  to  the  subjects 
connected  with  that  porticm  of  the  pnUie  interests 
iBtmted  to  the  War  Duiartment.  Borne  of  them 
were  referred  to  In  my  former  Message ;  and  they 
are  presented  in  detail  in  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  herewith  submitted.  I  refer  you  also 
to  the  report  of  that  officer  for  a  knowledge  of  the 
state  of  the  army,  fortificatioDs,  arsenals,  and  In- 
dian aflUn  ;  all  of  wideh,  it  wiU  be  pwceived,  have 
been  gnar^  with  zealous  attention  and  caie.  It 
is  worthy  of  your  consideration  whether  tiie  arma- 
ments necessary  for  the  fortifications  on  onr  mari- 
time frontier,  which  are  now,  or  shortly  will  be, 
completed,  should  not  be  in  readiness  sooner  than 
the  emtomary  ^quopriatioua  will  enable  the  De- 
partment to  provide  them.  This  precaution  seems 
to  be  doe  to  the  general  system  of  fortification 
whieh  has  heeo  sanotioned  by  Oongre— ,  and  ia  ra- 
eommended  by  tiiat  maxim  of  wlraom  wUeh  tdls 
us  in  peace  to  prepare  for  war. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  a  higlily  satii&ctory  account  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  £e  concerns  of  (hat  Department  have 
been  conducted  during  the  present  year.  Our 
po«tloQ  in  relation  to  the  most  powerful  nations  of 
the  earth,  and  the  present  condition  of  Europe, 
admonish  os  to  cherish  this  arm  of  our  national 
defence  with  peculiar  care.  Separated  by  wide 
aeas  firom  aQ  Uioee  Oovemments  whose  power  we 
might  have  reason  to  dread,  we  have  nothing  to 
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apprehend  from  attempts  at  conquest.  It  is  chiefly 
attacks  upon  our  commerce,  and  harmsring  Inrcnds 
upon  our  coast,  against  which  we  hare  to  guard. 
A  naval  force  adequate  to  the  protection  of  our 
commerce,  always  afloat,  with  an  accumuhttion  of 
the  means  to  give  it  a  rapid  extenaiou  in  case  of 
need,  fiinuAes  the  power  by  which  bH  such  ag- 
grcnrions  may  be  prevented  or  repelled.  The  at- 
tention of  the  Ooveniment  has,  therefore,  been 
recently  directed  more  to  preserving  the  public 
vessels  already  built,  and  providing  materials  to  be 
pUced  in  depot  for  fhtore  use,  than  to  increasing 
their  number.  With  the  aid  of  Congress,  in  a  few 
years,  the  Oovenuneot  will  be  prepared,  in  ease  of 
emergency,  to  put  afloat  a  powerful  navy  of  new 
ships  almost  as  soon  as  old  ones  could  be  repaired. 

The  modifications  in  this  part  of  the  service 
Bu^ested  in  my  last  annual  Message,  which  are 
noticed  more  in  detail  In  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  are  again  recommended  to  your 
serious  attention. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  In  like 
manner,  exhibits  a  satisfactory  view  of  the  impor- 
tant branch  of  the  Government  under  bis  charge. 
In  addition  to  the  benefits  ulroady  secured  by  the 
operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  consider- 
able improvements,  within  the  present  year,  have 
been  made,  by  an  increase  in  the  accommodation 
aflbrded  by  stage  coaches,  and  In  the  ireqnency 
and  celerity  of  the  mail  between  some  of  the  most 
important  points  of  the  Union. 

Under  the  late  contracts,  Improvements  have 
been  provided  for  the  aoutiiem  section  of  tbe 
country,  and,  at  the  same  time,  an  annnal  saving 
made  of  upwards  of  seventy-two  thousand  dollars. 
Notwithstanding  the  excess  of  expenditure  beyond 
the  om!Tent  receipts  fbr  a  few  years  past,  necessa- 
rily incurred  In  the  folfllment  of  existuig  contracts, 
and  in  the  additional  expenses,  between  the  periods 
of  contracting,  to  meet  the  demands  created  by 
the  rafMd  growth  and  extension  of  onr  flourishing 
count^,  yet  tiie  satis&ctory  assurance  Is  ^ven, 
that  the  fhtare  revenue  of  the  departmrat  inll  be 
snlBoient  to  meet  its  extensive  eng^ements.  Tlie 
system  recenUy  introduced,  tiiat  subjects  its  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements  to  strict  regulation,  has 
entirely  fulfilled  its  design.  It  gives  fudl  assurance 
of  the  punctual  transmisdon,  as  well  as  the  security, 
of  the  fVmds  of  the  departmnit.  .The  efficiency  and 
industry  of  its  officers,  and  the  aUIity  and  energy 
of  omitractors,  justify  an  increased  eonfidenoe  m 
its  continued  prosperity. 

The  attention  of  Congress  was  called,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  to  the  necessity  of  such  a  modifica- 
tion of  tbe  office  of  Attomey-Geoeral  of  the  United 
StatM  as  would  render  it  more  adequate  to  the 
wants  of  tbe  public  service.  This  resulted  in  the 
estabUahment  of  the  office  of  Solidtor  of  the  Treas- 
ury; and  the  earliest  measures  were  taken  to  give 
eOeot  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  which  authorized 
the  appointment  of  tiut  oi&cer,  and  defined  his 
duties.  But  it  is  not  believed  that  this  provision, 
however  useful  in  itmlf.  Is  calculated  to  supersede 
the  necesdty  of  extending  the  duties  and  powers 
of  the  Attorney-General's  office.  On  the  contrary, 
I  am  convinced  that  the  public  Interest  would  be 
greatly  {womoted  by  ^ving  to  that  officer  the  gen- 
eral superintendence  of  the  various  law  agents 
of  tbe  Government,  and  of  all  law  proceedings, 
whether  civil  or  criminal,  in  which  the  United 
State!  nay  be  interested ;  aUoiring  to  tdoi,  at  the 
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MOM  time,  rach  a  compeoMidni  u  woidd  SDable 
him  to  derote  bla  nndivided  atteDtkm  to  public 
buaiaesB.   I  tbiak  such  a  prorlaimi  is  alike  due  to 

the  public  and  to  the  officer. 

Occasions  of  referecce  fVom  the  different  Execn- 
tire  Departmentfl  to  the  Attomej-Qeiteral  are  of 
freqneot  occurrence;  and  the  prompt  deddon  of 
the  qoestiona  so  referred,  tends  much  to  ftoOltate 
the  despatch  of  busineae  la  those  departmeDts. 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  hereto 
appended,  shows  also  a  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
Tioe  not  spedficaUy  introeted  to  aoy  officer,  which 
might  be  advantageously  oommitted  to  the  Attor- 
ney-General. 

But,  independently  of  those  considerations,  this 
office  is  now  one  of  daily  doty. '  It  was  ori^ally 
organized,  and  its  compensation  fixed,  with  a  view 
to  oocaaaooal  service,  leaving  to  the  incumbent 
time  for  the  exeicise  of  his  profeauon  in  private 
practice.  The  state  of  things  wliich  warranted 
such  an  organizaUon  no  longer  exists.  The  fre- 
quent claims  upon  the  services  of  this  officer  would 
render  hia  absence  from  the  seat  of  Qovemment, 
in  professional  attendaooe  upon  the  courts,  b^u- 
rioos  to  the  public  service ;  and  the  interests  of 
the  Ooremment  could  not  bU  to  be  promoted  by 
charging  him  with  the  general  superintendence  of 
all  its  legal  concerns. 

Under  a  strong  commotion  of  the  justness  of  these 
■oggestions,  I  reoOBimend  it  to  Congress  to  make 
the  necessary  provisions  for  jiving  eSbot  to  them, 
and  to  place  tlie  Attorney-General,  in  regard  to 
compensation,  on  the  same  footing  with  tho  heads 
of  the  several  Executive  Departments.  To  this 
officer  might  also  be  intrusted  a  cogniiance  of  the 
oases  of  insolvency  in  public  debtors,  especially  if 
the  views  which  I  submitted  on  this  snl^ect  last 
year  should  meet  the  qtprobation  of  Congreae— to 
which  I  again  solicit  your  attention. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  sita- 
ation  of  the  District  of  Colombia.  Placed,  by  the 
constitution,  under  the  excluuve  jurisdiction  and 
control  of  Congress,  this  District  is  certunty  enti- 
tled to  a  much  greater  share  of  its  consideration 
than  it  has  yet  received.  There  is  a  want  of  uni- 
formity in  its  laws,  partioulariy  in  those  of  a  penal 
character,  which  Increases  the  expense  of  their  ad- 
ministration, and  subjects  the  people  to  all  the  in- 
conveniences which  result  from  the  operation  of 
different  codes  in  so  small  a  territory.  On  difibrent 
sides  of  the  Potomac,  the  same  offence  is  punish- 
able in  unequal  degrees;  and  the  pecoliarities  of 
many  of  the  early  laws  of  lUrylaad  and  Vlrgiaia 
remain  in  foree,  notwithstanding  their  repugnanoe, 
in  some  cases,  to  the  improvements  wnicn  have 
Bupereeded  them  in  those  States. 

Bendes  a  remedy  for  these  evils,  which  is  loudly 
called  for,  it  la  respeotiViUy  submitted  whether  a 
provision,  aothori^og  the  election  of  a  delegate  to 
repreecnt  Han  wants  of  the  dtiasoe  of  this  district 
on  die  Boor  of  Congress,  is  not  dne  to  them,  and 
to  the  character  of  our  Govemmant.  No  portion 
of  our  oitisens  should  be  witiUrat  a  practical  ei^oy- 
ment  of  the  principles  of  freedom ;  and  there  is 
none  more  important  than  that  which  cultivates  a 
proper  relation  between  the  governors  and  the  gov- 
erned. Imperfiaot  as  this  must  be  in  this  case,  yet 
it  Is  believed  that  it  wouU  be  greatiy  improved  by 
a  representation  in  Congress,  irilh  the  same  priv* 
ileeea  that  are  allowed  to  that  of  the  other  Terri- 
tories of  tiu  United  States. 


Hie  penitentiary  is  ready  for  the  reeeptl«i  (rf 
convicts,  and  only  awaits  the  necessary  legislation 
to  put  it  into  operation ;  as  one  oli^ject  of  which  I 
beg  leave  to  recall  to  yoor  attenti<m  tho  promletj 
of  providing  suluble  compensation  tat  the  offleeri 
chaiged  wiut  its  inspection. 

The  importance  of  the  prindples  involved  in  the 
inquiry,  whether  it  will  be  proper  to  tediarter  tlie 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  requires  that  I  dionid 
agun  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  tiie  sot^Jeot. 
Nothing  has  occurred  to  lessen,  in  any  degree,  the 
dangers  which  many  of  our  citizens  apprehend 
from  that  institution,  as  at  present  organiMd.  In 
the  spirit  of  improvement  and  comim>mise  whidi 
distinguishes  our  country  and  its  institutions,  it  be- 
comes us  to  inquire  whether  it  be  not  posdble  to 
secure  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  present 
Bank  through  the  agency  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States  so  modified  In  its  princi[des  and  structure 
as  to  obviate  constitutional  and  other  objections. 

It  is  thought  practicable  to  organise  such  a  bank, 
with  the  necessary  officers,  as  a  Iwanch  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  based  un  the  pobUc  and  in- 
dividnu  deporits,  wiuioiit  power  to  make  loans  or 
purchase  property,  which  sbaU  remit  the  fitnds  of 
the  Government,  and  the  expenses  of  which  may 
be  pud,  if  thought  advisable,  by  allowing  its  of- 
ficers to  sell  bills  of  exchan^  to  private  individuals 
at  a  moderate  premium,  not  b^g  a  ctvporate 
body,  havlDg  no  stocUtdders,  diAton,  or  pn^perty, 
and  but  few  offloete,  it  would  not  be  oimMioas  to 
the  constitotional  otyecUons  which  are  urged 
agunst  the  present  ba^;  and  having  no  means  to 
operate  on  the  hopes,  fears,  or  interests  of  large 
masses  of  the  community,  it  would  be  shorn  of  the 
influence  whioh  makes  that  bank  formidable.  The 
States  would  be  strengthened  by  having  in  thnr 
bands  the  means  of  fhniishing  the  local  paper  cur- 
rency through  their  own  banks ;  while  the  Bank  of 
the  United  gtates,  though  issuing  no  paper,  would 
check  the  issues  of  the  State  banu,  by  taking  thm 
notes  in  deposit,  and  for  exchange,  only  so  long  as 
they  continue  to  be  redeemed  with  specie.  In 
times  of  public  emergency,  the  capacities  of  such 
an  institution  might  be  enlarged  by  legislative 
providons. 

These  suggestions  are  made,  not  so  mooh  as  » 
recommendation,  as  with  a  view  of  calling  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  possible  modifications  of 
a  system  which  cannot  continue  to  exist  in  its 

g resent  form  irithout  occaaonal  colMoos  witb  the 
teal  authorities,  and  perpetual  apprehennons  and 
(Uscontent  on  the  part  of  the  States  sad  the  people. 

In  oonelosion,  mlowH^tixens,  allow  me  to  laroka, 
in  behalf  of  your  deliberations,  that  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation and  disinterestedness  which  is  the  |^  <^ 
patriotism.  Under  an  overruling  and  mer^id 
Providence,  the  agency  of  this  spirit  has  thus  &r 
been  sigoaliied  la  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  our 
belored  country.  Hay  ile  infiuence  be  etemaL 
ANDBEW  JACKSON. 

Five  thousand  copies  of  the  UesBflge,  and  fif- 
teen himdred  oc^ies  of  the  aooompaitTuig  doo- 
uments,  were  ordwed  to  be  printed  mr  the  m 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  aothorizing  a  snbsoription  to  the 
Louisville  and  PortUnd  Oanal,  retonied  hj  the 
Prerident  with  oljeotiMU  to  it,  was  laid  on  the 
taUe. 
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Wkdsxsdat,  December  8. 

The  Beverftl  subjecta  compriBed  in  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  Uoited  States  were  this 
da.j  referred  to  ^e  appropriate  committeea. 
IFo  otiier  bomiuai  ma  traiuaated. 


Thubbdat,  December  9. 
The  Garrejtcy. 
Onmotioa  of  Ur.  Sabvobd,  <tf  New  York,  it 


Xetplpti,  TbMlt  a  Belect  Committee  be  aj^nted 
to  consider  tbe  state  of  the  carreot  coins,  and  to 
zeport  aoeh  amendments  of  the  eztstiog  laws  oon- 
cNidng        as  may  be  deemed  expedent. 

Honort  to  the  Dead. 
Ur.  Ellu  said,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
lamented  death  of  hia  Ittte  ooUeague,  the  faonor- 
tSiSto  BoBUT  H.  Adaxs,  he  rose  to  jn-esent  a 
nsolntion  to  the  oonuderation  of  the  Senate. 
Tha  deceased  was  a  native  of  Rookbridge 
eoiintj,  Yirginia.  After  completing  the  coarse 
of  his  edaoation  in  Washington  college,  he 
stadied  law,  and  at  an  early  period  emigrated 
to  Enozville,  in  Tennessee,  wliere  he  porsned 
his  profesrioD  with  noremitling  zeal  and  great 
Boeoees.  To  a  mind  at  once  dear  and  oompre- 
hensive,  it  appeared  perceptible  that  his  pros- 
pects wonld  be  more  flattering  in  the  lower 
conntrj,  and  he  removed  to  Natchez,  Mississippi, 
in  1819.  There,  in  the  midst  of  a  nomeroos 
and  talented  bar,  without  fortane  or  fsmllj  in- 
,  flnenoe^  by  the  force  of  high  intellectoid  endow- 
mmta  and  pleadng  manners,  he  rapidly  rose  to 
the  hiriwBt  honors  of  his  profeenon.  Sar- 
Toandea,  as  he  was,  by  ao  mtelligoit  and  ez- 
tNtsiTO  acqnalntanoe,  be  was  not  long  per- 
mitted to  en||oy  the  enviable  distinction  ariung 
from  professional  merit  alone.  In  Jaitaary  last, 
he  was  called  by  tiie  legislature  of  his  adopted 
State  to  a  seat  in  the  councils  of  the  nation. 
Here  he  was  too  well  known  to  require  eul(^. 
Mr.  E.  wonld  only  say,  that  the  death  of  so 
young  a  man,  distinguished  as  he  was,  must  be 
a  loss  to  the  nation.  It  was  publicly,  deeply, 
and  tmiversally  deplored  in  the  State  which  be 
bad  the  honor  in  part  to  r^reseat  He,  there- 
fore, moved  the  following  resolation;  which 
was  aiumimously  adopted : 

Raolvtd,  wumimmalif^  That  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  from  »  denre  of  showiog  every  msrk  of  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  the  Hoawmble  Robert  H. 
Adaxs,  deceased,  brte  a  Senator  of  tiiis  body  from 
the  State  of  MlssMi^  wDl  go  into  mooming  for 
one  Booth,  by  wearing  orqte  on  the  left  arm. 

Ur.  Kanx,  of  Slinois,  sud,  tiiat  a  paper 
which  he  had  presented  on  the  first  day  of 
sesrion,  aonoonced  to  the  Senate  the  decease 
«f  his  late  colleague,  Joav  UoLkak,  (KT  Illinois. 
He  £ed,  after  a  short  illness,  at  his  residence, 
on  the  14th  day  of  October  last  Though  not 
5  satiTO  <tf  the  State  which  he  represented,  he 


might  well  be  dtumed  as  one  of  the  favorite 
sons  of  Illinois.  He  had  removed  there  at  an 
early  age.  There  he  commenced  his  oareer  in 
life;  a  career  of  osefulness  and  distinction, 
which  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  few  in  that  region 
of  country.  In  private  life,  he  was  remark- 
able for  his  benevolenoe,  frankness,  and  inde- 
pendence of  character.  No  one  in  the  oirde 
m  which  he  moved  had  a  lainer  share  of  the 
confldenoe  and  affeotiooa  of  his  fellow  men. 
He  was  by  profesdon  a  lawyer,  possessed  of  a 
vigorous  mind,  a  rapid  but  easy  elocution. 
These  qoaliflcraons,  added  to  an  honesty  of 
purpose,  nniversally  accorded  to  him,  raised 
him  to  the  front  rank  his  profession ;  and 
there  snstained  him.  As  a  statesman,  tbe  peo- 
ple of  lUiuois  would  long  remember  him  as  the 
author  of  many  of  the  most  valued  portions  of 
their  statute  books,  and  as  tiie  aonte  and  able 
pre^ding  of&cer  over  the  deliberations  of  the 
most  numerous  branch  of  their  legislature. 
Ur.  UoLkan  had  been  twice  elected  to  a  seat 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  hia  last 
eleetim  was  the  resnlt  of  the  nniuimooa  vote 
ol  die  monbers  of  both  branches  of  the  Gener- 
al Assembly.  In  the  state  of  things  which  then 
existed,  no  stronger  evidence  of  the  general 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  those  who 
knew  him  best  could  well  be  given.  In  order 
to  pay  a  proper  respect  to  the  memory  of  such 
a  man,  Mr.  Kksnt  moved  the  adoption  oS  the 
following  reaolntion;  which  was  unanimooaly 
agreed  to: 

RstoUtd,  wnammomlyy  That  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  a  proper  respect 
to  tbe  memory  of  ^e  Honorable  John  McLiin,  de- 
ceased, late  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  lUinoi^ 
will  go  into  mooming  tax  ww  month,  by  wearing 
crape  on  tbe  ann. 

On  motion  fsl  Ur.  Euis,  of  Wsnsmpin,  it  was 

also 

Jtnolved,  unanimmuly,  That,  as  an  additional  eri- 
dence  of  reepeck  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased 
Senators  from  HiasisBip^  aod  lUmois,  the  Senate  do 
now  a^oom,  to  meet  on  Monday  next,  at  eleven 
o'oloek. 

MoiTDAT,  December  18. 
ImpM^ment     Judge  Peck, 

A  message  was  rec^ved  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  announcing  the  adoption  by 
that  House  of  a  replication  to  the  answer  and 
plea  of  Peck  to  the  article  of  impeach- 

ment exhibited  against  him  by  them. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  Court  of  Impeachmaat 
for  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  of  Missonri,  was 
opened  in  dne  form  by  proclamation  from  the 
Marshal  of  the  District  of  Oolombia.  The 
Senators  were  ranged  on  two  sets  of  benches, 
covered  with  green  doth,  to  the  right  and  left 
of  the  Chair  occnpied  by  the  Preddent  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Wocwbcbt,  the  Secretary 
was  ordered  to  inform  tlu  House  of  Bepresent- 
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ativea,  that  the  Senate  had  oxvaoized  itself  into 
a  Court  of  Impeachment  for  the  trial  of  James 
H.  Peck,  jni^  of  the  District  Ooort  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Hiseoari,  and 
were  ready  to  proceed  to  the  trial ;  and  that 
Beats  had  been  prepared  for  the  reception  and 
accommodation  of  uie  members  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives. 

Shortly  after  the  order  was  raased  the  re- 
Bponden^  aocompamed  by  Mr.  Wirt  and  Kr. 
Iferedith,  Us  counsel,  speared  at  the  bar  of 
the  Benate.  They  were  oonduoted  to  seats, 
with  a  table  before  them,  prqnred  for  their 
oonyenience. 

In  a  few  minutes,  the  managers,  to  oondnct 
the  impeachment,  on  the  part  of  House  of 
Repreeentati  res,  also  came  in,  and  took  their 
seats. 

Mr.  BvoHANA^,  one  of  the  managers,  rose, 
and  said,  that  the  managers,  on  the  part  of  the 
Honse  of  Kepresentatives,  were  ready  to  pre- 
sent the  replication  of  that  Hoose,  to  the  an- 
swer and  plea  of  James  H.  Feck,  Judge  of  the 
District  Oourt  of  the  Uidted  States  for  the  dis- 
trict o£  Missouri,  to  the  arlioles  of  impeachment 
exhibited  agwnst  him  by  that  body.  He  thra 
read  the  replication,  as  follows : 

"The  Honae  of  BepreseatatiTes  of  the  TTnited 
States,  baviiig  considered  the  answer  and  plea  of 
James  EL  Feck,  judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Mliioari,  to  the  ar- 
ticle of  hnpeaehment  agtdnst  him,  by  them  ezhil^ted, 
in  the  name  of  themselTes,  and  of  all  the  peoide  of 
the  United  States,  reply,  that  the  said  James  H. 
Peck  is  guUty,  in  such  nuuuier  as  he  stands  im- 
peached ;  and  that  the  Hoose  of  BepreseotatiTes 
will  be  ready  to  prove  their  charges  aoaioat  him,  at 
such  convenient  time  and  plaoe  as  diaU  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose." 

The  Court,  after  some  preliminary  businese, 
a^onmed  to  Monday  next,  and  the  Senate  till 
to-morrow. 

[The  notices  of  this  trial,  which  will  be  found 
in  the  following  pages,  embrace  only  such  re- 
ports as  were  given  from  day  to  day,  throngh 
the  columns  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  for 
the  puUio  information,  and  to  oonvey  a  gmeral 
Idea  of  the  molts  of  the  case,  and  the  course 
and  eharaeter  d  the  triaL  They  are  mere 
sketohee,  and  are  to  be  reoeiTed  as  such  only. 
A  fliU  repOTt  of  the  trial — tiie  testimony  and 
the  argum«its  of  the  nuuu^^  and  eonnsd — 
making  a  lai^  Tidume^  has  been  poblished 
separatdy.} 


TnxsDAT,  December  14. 

This  day  was  prin<npally  oonramed  in  receir- 
bag  and  referring  petitionB,  and  in  the  oonnd- 
mtiou  of  £xeontiTe  business. 

H»  Senate  eteoted  the  Rer.  Kssr  Van 
Dm  JoHxra  to  be  their  ohqilain  tar  the  cni^ 
rent  cession. 


[Dbcxmbkb,  1880. 

Wednxsdat,  December  16. 
Po$t  Office  JDepartment. 
The  Senate  took  up  for  consideration  the 
foUowing  resolution,  whi(^  was  yesterday  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Clayton  : 

^^Raolved,  That  a  committee  he  appointed  to  ex- 
amine and  report  the  present  condition  of  the  Poet 
Office  Department ;  in  what  manner  the  taws  regn- 
lattag  that  department  are  adndnlstered ;  the  dis- 
trtbudon  of  labor;  the  number  of  eleriu,  and  the 
duties  astigned  to  each;  the  number  of  agents; 
where  and  how  employed;  the  compensation  ef 
con  tractors ;  and,  genenlly,  the  entire  management 
of  the  department ;  uid  whether  further,  and  what, 
l^al  provislonB  may  be  neceaMry  to  secure  the  prop- 
er admbistratioa  of  iU  affltln." 


]Coin)i.T,  December  20. 
Trial  ofJvdge  Peck. 

The  Senate  rescdved  itself  into  a  Oourt  of  Ink- 
peaohment,  fbr  the  trial  of  Judge  Peek,  of  Mis- 
Bonri. 

The  House  of  RepresentatiTee,  preceded  by 
their  managers,  Mr.  jBuohanan,  Mr.  MoDmn^ 
Judge  Sfbnobb,  }Sx.  Stoxbs,  and  Mr.  Wigk- 
LiFFs,  came  Into  the  Senate  chamber  in  a  body, 
and  having  taken  the  seate  prepared  for  them, 

Mr.  Bdohanan  rose  and  ssud,  that  the  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  Honse  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  were  now  :pepared  to  proceed  in  thJs 
trial. 

Mr.  MEEKDim,  one  of  the  oonnsel  for  the 
respondent,  desired  that  the  witnesses  snm- 
moned  in  his  behalf  might  be  called. 

The  MMahal  aoonninely  called  over  their 
names.  Some  of  them  did  not  answer, 

Mr.  MjaxDRR  observed,  that  three  of  the 
material  wibiesses  for  the  respondent  woe  not 
present.  We  are,  sud  h^  notwithsfauiding, 
ready  to  go  to  triaL 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  then  rose,  and  opened  the 
case  for  the  prosecution  in  substance  as  follows : 
MoD.  said,  that,  in  opening  this  case,  he 
should  endeavor  to  reduce  to  uie  narrowest 
limits  the  preUminuy  view,  which  he  proposed 
to  take  of  the  principles  upon  which  he  should 
invoke  the  judgment  of  this  honorable  court  on 
the  ohATge  set  forth  in  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment ^punst  the  reroondoit  now  upon  his  triaL 
It  was  unnecessary  lor  him  to  attract  the  qiecdal 
attention  of  thd  court,  by  any  expo^on  of  the 
importance  <tf  the  ease.  Every  member  oS  this 
honorable  court  must  be  aware  of  its  great  im- 
portance to  the  respondent  himself,  and  to  the 
country  at  large.  He  asked  that  p^ent  atten- 
tion, in  the  conuderation  of  the  case,  which 
was  indispensable  to  a  correct  decinon  upon  it. 
He  then  proceeded  to  lay  down  the  principles 
of  the  constitution  and  law  upon  the  subject  of 
contempts,  and  contended  that  Judge  Peck  bad 
violated  them,  and  had,  in  the  summary  punish- 
ment which  he  had  biflioted  upon  Mr.  Lawless, 
been  guilty  of  an  illegal  and  tyrannical  nanrpft* 
tionf^power.  Whatever  view  the  eonrtniiffit 
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take  of  the  powers  of  the  Judge,  he  muntained 
that  no  contempt  had  been  committed.  The 
common  law  of  England  was  utterly  unknown 
to  the  Jndicial  tribunals  of  the  United  States. 
Upon  what  principle,  he  demanded,  could  it  be 
contended  uiat  the  English  common  law,  as 
audi,  had  any  force  in  uds  conntiy !  Were  it 
not  that  it  had  been  part!;'  adopted  in  some  of 
the  States  by  l^^islatiTe  oaaotments;  had  we 
not  been  edacated  in  its  prin<j|)leB;  would  it 
ooonr  to  any  hmnan  being  in  tiiu  country  that 
it  had  any  existence  here?  It  was  utterly 
absurd  to  say  that  the  common  law  was  in  force 
in  the  oourta  of  the  United  States.  He  granted 
that,  ai  respected  many  of  onr  laws  and  acts  of 
Congress,  especially  those  which  prorided  for 
^e  organization  of  our  courts,  they  were  ez- 
ponndM  according  to  the  principles  and  rules 
of  the  common  law.  Where  our  <xmrU  were 
called  upon  to  decide  cases,  they  must  have 
rules  of  proceeding  and  action,  and  he  agreed 
that  for  these  they  had  wis^y  and  properly  re- 
sorted to  the  oommon  law.  These  were  wise 
inles  f>f  action  fiv  oasea.wifhin  the  express  Jn- 
liacUctiwi  of  the  courts.  But,  with  regard  to 
oriraet  and  punishments,  the  principles  of  the 
ixmmion  law  had  no  force  in  our  tribunals.  He 
was  aware  it  might  be  eaid,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  courts  to  adopt  some  principle 
wMoh  would  authorize  them  to  maintain  their 
jurisdiction  by  punishing  for  contempts  com- 
mitted  within  and  against  it.  But  the  power 
of  punishing  for  contempt  was  n  high  criminal 
power;  and^  although  it  had  been  exercised  by 
courts  of  chancery  as  well  as  law,  it  was,  of  tSi 
others,  the  moat  dangerous  that  oould  he  en- 
forced. He  mmntained  that  the  power  oonld 
notlMjally  or  oonstitntiuially  be  ezerdsed  so 
wto  cUaftttnehiae  adtizen,  or  to  deprire  himof 
hia  liberty  and  the  means  of  his  ezirtenoe.  The 
oofxect  principle,  then^  was  this :  the  courts  of 
tiie  United  States  had  no  power  to  punish  for 
0<mtempt,  further  than  their  own  seli-preserva- 
tion  required.  It  was  necessary  Uiat  they 
should  poeseaa  the  power  to  protect  themselves 
in  the  administration  of  justice ;  ■  to  prevent  and 
pnnish  direct  outrages  upon  the  court;  to  pre- 
vent the  judge  J^m  being  driven  from  the 
bench,  the  Jury  from  being  assaulted,  and  the 
regular  and  fair  administration  of  justice  from 
MHig  impeded.  This  power  the  court  possess- 
ed mdependently  of  the  lawa  of  the  United 
Statea,  or  the  oonunon  law.  The  ri^t  to  pnn- 
idt  la  aneh  oaaea,  was  inhwent.  But  how  far 
did  it  extend  ?  Whbt  principle  of  necessity,  the 
grant's  plea,  would  justify  the  exercise  of  this 
power?  for  nothing  but  necessity  oould  justify 
iL  It  oould  be  enforced  only  so  far  as  to  pro- 
tect the  courts  in  the  administration  of  justice ; 
to  prevent  any  obstructdon  in  their  proceedings. 
It  must  be  a  flagrant  outrage  in  the  face  of  the 
eonrt  to  jnst^  a  summary  punishment  for  con- 
tempt. I^  in  such  cases,  our  courts  had  not 
the  power  to  protect  themselves  in  the  dis- 
obarge  of  their  high  fonctioos,  it  would  be  in 
T«n  fiw  them  to  attenqit  to  administer  Justice. 


Certain  powers,  however,  had  been  impercepti- 
bly introduced  here  from  the  common  law  courts 
of  England ;  our  judges  and  lawyers  had  been 
thus  imbued  with  certain  principles,  which 
were  utterly  incompatible  with  liberty.  What 
was  the  case  of  the  respondent  ?  He  was  not 
in  court ;  he  was  not  in  the  actual  administra- 
tion of  justice,  when  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Lawless  was  miade.  He  oUumed  the  power  of 
protecting  his  aacred  person,  like  the  King 
of  England,  from  all  scrutiny  I  The  judgment 
of  the  court  had  been  roidered  six  months  be- 
fore the  pnblioation.  The  decree  had  been  en- 
tered. There  was  an  end  to  the  judicial  fanc- 
tiona  of  the  Judge  as  to  that  case.  But  some 
four  or  five  months  after  Judgment  rendered. 
Judge  Feck,  from  some  motive,  no  doubt  having 
reference  to  the  public  interest,  thought  proper 
to  come  out  and  publish  an  eztra-judicm  opinion 
in  the  newspt^ers:  a  labored  argument^  pre- 
pared after  liis  judicial  functions  had  ceased,  to 
make  such  an  impression  upon  the  land  claim- 
ants in  Missouri  as  should  correspMid  with  his 
own.  And  it  was  this  extra-judidal  opiidou 
which  he  sought  to  protect  from  all  sorutiny, 
by  the  prindiues  of  the  common  law;  upon  the 
prindpie  that  the  king  could  do  no  wrong,  and 
that  the  judge  was,  as  the  representative  of  the 
king,  administering  his  justice,  equally  exempt 
from  responnbility. 

Was  there  any  thing  in  this  case  to  justify 
the  exercise  of  such  an  extraordinary  power,  as 
that  assumed  by  the  Judge,  to  commit  and  sus- 
pend Ur.  Lawless?  Was  justice  likely  to  be 
impeded,  because,  by  an  extra-judicial  act  of 
the  Jud^  himself  his  opinion  was  subjected  to 
pubUo  discussion?  Suppose  the  article  written 
by  iir.  Lawless  to  have  been,  what  it  was  not, 
an  atrodous  libel,  fbunded  in  fialBehood,  an  in- 
famous and  defamatory  libel,  where  was  the 
evil?  What  injury  could  it  have  done  to  the 
administration  of  justice?  Was  it  a  case  of 
emergen<9^l  No,  sir.  It  would  have  been  an 
ordinary  case  of  ubeL  which  could  just  as  well 
have  been  punished,  through  the  ordinary 
channd  of  trial  by  jury,  in  two  years,  as  any 
other  Ubel.  Admit  the  impunity  oi  Judge 
Peck  from  scrutiny ;  suppose  him  to  have  been 
administering  the  king's  justice,  and  to  have 
been  protected  from  all  animadversion ;  where 
then  was  the  necessity  for  inflicting  puni^iment 
by  a  mode  of  trial  which  exduded  all  investi- 
gation ;  without  any  trial  in  fact ;  without  invea- 
^eatltm;  without  the  interpontion  of  a  jury! 
Would  any  man  of  sense  contend,  on  these 
principles^  that  the  judges  of  the  United  States 
had  any  power^  any  right  to  punish  any  libel, 
however  flagitious,  on  any  act  of  the  court, 
aAer  it  had  been  done  as  a  contempt  ?  Had  the 
people  no  right  to  discuss  the  prindples  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States?  Had  a  South  Carolina  editor,  for  ex- 
ample, no  right  to  examine  the  opinion  of  that 
comt  in  the  case  of  Cohen,  and  to  produoe  it 
as  evidence  that  the  judges  were  the  ministers 
of  despotism  I  He  demanded  of  this  honorable 
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ooort,  whether  there  was  any  nnmeasttred  Un- 
guage  of  reprobation,  in  which  a  citizen  mi^ht 
not  hidalge  towards  a  court  for  pronooucing 
an  opinioo,  and  proclfuming  principles  danger- 
om  to  liberty,  and  to  the  free  institutions  of  his 
country  I  Would  the  Supreme  Court  send  the 
Uarshal  to  South  Carolina  or  Louisiana  to  bring 
tuch  an  editor  before  them  for  contempt,  and 
to  pnniafa  him  by  the  summary  process  of  lU^ 
tachmentt  From  his  knowledge  of  tiiat  ooort, 
and  of  the  Ohlef  Justice,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saving  tiiat  they  would  unanimouely,  and 
with  one  accord,  dedde  that  they  were  a  court 
f^Umited  powers;  that  they  did  not  possess 
any  authority  on  the  subject  of  contempts,  ex- 
cept the  inherent  power  to  protect  tbemselvea 
in  the  administration  of  justice,  and  to  prevent 
its  obstruction.  To  support  his  argument,  Mr. 
MoD.  adverted  to  the  sedition  law,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  exciting  any  pr^udlce,  or  reviving 
any  party  feeling,  in  l^is  honorable  court,  but 
as  fnmi^ing  some  analogy  for  the  illustration 
of  the  present  case.  That  law  was  thoroughly 
understood  by  every  public  man  in  the  country . 
Itwasaettled  in  the  public  mind  tobe  annsorp- 
ation.  Every  man  of  anderstanding  oon^der- 
ed  it  to  have  been  nnoonatitntional.  And  yet 
it  was  a  mitigatioa  of  the  ecnnmon  law  of  Eng- 
land. It  exploded  the  monstrous  heresy,  that 
the  greater  Uie  truth  the  greater  would  be  the 
libel  But  it  was  deemed  unconstitutiond. 
Congress  were  condemned  not  for  having  pass- 
ed an  act  which  mitigated  the  principles  of  the 
common  law  of  England,  but  because  they  had 
no  authority  to  pass  any  law  restricting  the 
liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  press ;  because  they 
had  conferred  on  the  federal  courts  a  power  to 
punish  for  contempt  any  man  who  might  utter 
or  publish  what  ihej  nught  deem  a  UbeL  Was 
not  tliis  a  ffrievancel  The  law  h^  been  re- 
pealed: it  had  become  univOTrallj  offious.  ^d 
now,  the  President,  the  Senate,  and  the  House 
of  Representatives,  together,  did  not  possess 
the  power  which  Judge  Peck,  representing  the 
Eing  of  England,  and  administering  bis  jQsti<^ 
claimed,  of  punishing  a  citizen  for  contempt,  in 
daring  to  ^juestion  the  infallibilil^  of  his  opinion. 
Whence  did  he  derive  a  power  which  did  not  be- 
long to  the  muted  Amctionariesof  this  Govern- 
ment! Under  the  sedition  law,  the  citizen  ac- 
cused of  a  libel  was  entitled  to  a  trial  by  jnry, 
and  to  give  the  truth  in  evidrace. 

By  its  repeal,  the  peoide  of  the  United  States 
had  dedded  that  die  Prerident,  Senate,  and 
House  of  Bepresentatives  could  not  sul^ect  a 
dtizen  even  to  trial  by  a  Jury  for  the  most 
defamatory  libel  But  here,  in  tins  case,  the 
Judge  undertakes,  not  by  the  interposition  of 
a  jury,  but  of  his  own  will,  to  punish  for  con- 
tempt im^ined  by  himself,  which  nobody  else 
would  have  noticed  or  viewed  as  a  contempt. 
Without  law,  this  honorable  judge  claimed  a 
power  to  punish,  much  greater  than  that  which 
was  possMsed  by  every  other  branch  of  the 
Qovemment  united.  He  claimed  a  power  to 
make  the  law,  and  punish  under  it,  at  the  same 
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moment.  This  was  the  most  infamous  and  ty- 
rannical of  the  whole  tassoe  of  usurpations.  We 
had  analogies  in  the  acts  of  Congress  bearing 
on  this  case.  By  the  judicial  act  of  1789,  the 
federal  courts  have  the  power  to  punish  for 
contempts  committed  during  the  progress  of  a 
trial  of  any  cause  depending  in  court.  In  car- 
rying this  law  into  effect,  they  might  punish 
any  act  tending  to  Impede  the  course  of  Jutiioe^ 
any  insult  to  the  court  or  Jury,  any  oonteoqit 
perpetrated  In  the  bee  of  the  oonrt,  oy  fine  and 
imprisonment.  The  ezpren  grant  of  one  pow- 
er was  the  negation  <«  another.  The  poww 
conferred  by  thu  act  raised  a  presumption  that 
Congress  had  not  intended  to  go  furuier;  that 
the  federal  courts  possessed  no  other  or  greatw 
authority  in  relation  to  contempts.  He  humbly' 
conceived  that  the  kind  of  punishmoat  indicated 
by  that  act,  was  that  by  fine  and  imprisonment 
alone.  If  it  were,  it  wotild  be  most  extraordi- 
nary that  the  courts  should  daim  the  power  to 
punish  in  any  other  way  than  by  fine  and  im- 
priflonmeat.  Unquestionably,  they  did  not  pos- 
sess any  such  authority.  What  argument,  then, 
could  instil^  th«  rewondentt  iJthon^  Con- 
gress had  authorizea  only  fine  and  imprison- 
ment for  the  higher  grades  of  ocwtempt,  the 
respondent  claimed  the  power  to  inflict  a  greater 
pnnishmoit  for  tho  milder  grades.  In  ai^ 
view,  whether  we  regarded  the  ocnnmon  law,  the 
laws  or  usages  of  our  own  country,  or  of  Eng- 
land, or  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  our 
courts  and  judges  could  not  inflict  a  greater 
punishment  for  contempt  than  fine  and  impris(m- 
ment :  they  could  not  inflict  disfranchisement ; 
they  could  not  deprive  a  man  of  his  occupation, 
his  ii^eritance,  or  the  means  of  sobnsting  hia 
fiunily.  Sudi  a  poner  was  never  ddmed  be- 
fore by  any  tribnnat  in  the  dvilised  world. 

It  most  be  apparent,  by  this  time,  that  the 
district  oonrt  of  iDssonri  had  no  power  to  pon^ 
ish  a  citizen  of  tiie  United  States  for  eontempL 
farther  than  to  protect  the  court  in  the  actual 
administration  of  justice.  Even  the  principles 
of  the  common  law  conferred  no  semblance  of 
authority  to  punish  a  contempt  agiunst  the 
m^esty  of  a  court  What  was  the  principle  as- 
sumed in  r^ard  to  contempts  by  tne  courts  of 
England  ?  In  the  case  of  the  King  vermt  Al- 
mon,  which  was  no  case  at  all,  a  mere  extra- 
jn<bcial  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Wilmot,  found 
among  his  papers  after  his  death,  all  the  princi- 
ples lud  down  in  it  were  the  prindplefl  o£  un- 
mitigated judi(»td  despotism.  This  ingenioua 
and  artfhl  tissue  aflsumed,  that  the  Judges  d 
Endand  deriving  their  authority  from  the  King 
of  England,  and  administering  the  King^s  Jus- 
tice, were  an  emanation  of  his  power,  and  that 
the  same  principle  which  protected  the  charac- 
ter and  person  of  the  King,  as  sacred^rotected 
those  of  his  judges  In  like  manner,  l^iis  opin- 
ion was  going  the  whole.  The  jndges,  sitting 
in  the  seat  of  the  King,  could  not  be  called  to 
account  for  denying  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
or  refusing  to  grant  i^  withdut  making  the 
Eiag  vidate  his  ooronation  oath  I   This  mlsei^ 
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able  tissoe  of  sophistry  and  fShlaehood  vas  mod 
to  jostifjr  the  pnniahment  of  a  Mr  and  manly 
pnbUefttion  on  the  law  of  habeas  corpus  as  a 
oontempti  God  forbid  that  any  man  in  this 
country  shonld  say  that  the  opinions  of  Judges 
were  not  a  fur  snbject  of  animadversion,  or 
that  the  prooeediogs  of  this  honorable  body 
were  not  also  open  for  discossion.  No  man, 
acoordiag  to  this  doctrine,  had  a  right  to  pub- 
lish any  thing,  tme  or  false,  concerning  any 
public  flmctionaiy,  disparaging  him,  his  o^ac- 
ter,  or  opinions.  This  principle  of  tiie  English 
coorta,  ft  district  judge  of  the  United  States  has 
had  the  boldneea  to  aidvanoe  to  jnatify  his  jndi- 
cial  tyranny.  Oonld  tills  be  law  ?  Any  pub- 
lication against  a  private  citizen  was  prima 
facie  a  libel :  it  was  the  private  individual  that 
onght  to  be  protected  from  calomny.  The  same 
immunity  did  oot  belong  to  the  pablic  func- 
tionary. What  might  properly  be  punished 
for  b^ig  said  against  a  private  citizen,  it  would 
be  justifiable  to  aay  against  a  public  functionary. 
There  was  hardly  any  thing,  true  or  Mse,  that 
ought  not,  with  impunity,  to  be  allowed  to  be 
published  against  a  public  man,  riUherthan  mn 
the  hazard  of  reatricting  the  Uberty  of  dison&- 
non.  By  the  irreverriue  deoi^on  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Uidted  States  upon  the  aedititni  law, 
It  had  beendedded  tliat  yon  cannot  punish  ai^ 
thing  aaid  against  a  pubuo  offloer.  A  deciri<ni 
so  unanimous  as  that  was  did  not  exist  on  rec- 
ord. He  woold  now  barely  call  the  attention  of 
this  honorable  court  to  one  or  two  British  au- 
thorities to  satisfy  them  that  Jadge  Peck  had 
been  guilty  of  a  high,  misdemeanor,  even  if  we 
admitted  the  force  of  the  common  law  in  this 
country.  Some  of  the  elementwy  English  au- 
thors carried  the  dootine  <a  contempt  ftutiier 
than  others. 

Blaekstone,  in  whose  wofIe,  unfortunately  for 
mai^  ftf  us,  we  were  educated  as  a  te^  book, 
supported  the  authority  of  the  King  on  all  oo- 
canons,  and  spoke  of  the  right  of  &e  oonrt  to 
punish  for  consequential  contempts.  But  even 
he  did  not  push  the  doctrine  as  far  as  this  ty- 
rannical Jooge  had  done.  Hawkins  broadly 
hii  down  the  prindple,  that  any  words,  how- 
ever tnie  or  false,  which  might  be  uttered,  re- 
proachful of  the  judge,  were  immediately  fina- 
ble by  the  court ;  but  that  the  better  opinion 
was,  that  a  man  could  not  be  punished  for 
woi^  said  against  a  judge  not  in  the  actual  ex- 
ecution of  his  ofiicial  duties.  If  a  man  said 
that  a  judge  was  a  numskull,  and  deserved  to 
be  hanged  fbr  giving  sooh  an  ofdnion,  here  was 
contemptuous  as  well  as  reproaofafbl  language ; 
but  the  man  oonld  not  he  ponished  fw  it  This 
had  beoi  laid  down  by  a  writer  who  pushed 
the  King's  pren^ative  to  its  utmost  limits. 
Snch  a  man  might  say  to  a  judge  out  of  court, 

yonr  opinion  is  a  fair  subject  of  investigation : 
I  have  a  right  to  pronounce  you  a  fool  or  a 
scoundrel."  This  language  woold  not  be  a 
proper  subject  of  indictment.  He  would  not 
pretend  to  compare  language  so  contemptuous 
and  dlsre^ectftal  as  this  to  the  pubUcatum,  by 
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Mr.  Lawless,  of  "A  Oitizen,"  for  which  his 
majesty.  Judge  Peck,  had  imprisoned,  suspend- 
ed, and  disfranchised  the  author.  His  was  a 
respectful  and  harmless  publication.  He  would 
produce  another  English  elementary  writer. 
Aocordii^  to  Hol^  it  is  held  in  Eneland  that 
a  judicial  opinion  is  a  fair  subject  of  discussion, 
provided  no  bad  or  corrupt  motive  be  ascribed 
to  the  judge.  Although  he  would  not  admit 
that  it  was  punishable  to  say  to  a  tyrannical 
judge,  *'  you  are  a  judicial  tyrant,"  yet  even 
according  to  the  English  law,  as  expounded  by 
the  writers  to  whom  he  had  referred,  Judge 
Peck  had  no  ri^t  to  punish  Hr.  Lawless,  who 
had  ascribed  no  wrong  or  corrupt  motive  to  his 
opinion  in  the  case  of  Sonlard.  The  power  ex- 
ercised by  that  Jndge  was  the  most  arbitrary 
and  dangerous  ever  exercised  by  any  court  or 
judge  in  this  country.  It  was  a  pregnant  proof 
of  the  danger  of  such  an  exercise  of  judicial 
power,  to  say,  as  he  would  declare,  that  the 
power  to  punish  for  contempt,  even  in  cases  of 
necessity,  was  a  dangerous  power,  a  despotio 
power,  an  anomaly,  utterly  mcompatible  with 
liberty,  the  essence  of  tyranny  and  despotism. 
It  was  the  very  illustration  of  tyranny,  that  a 
judge  might  make  the  law,  fix  the  punishment, 
and  pnnish,  at  the  same  time.  Comd  any  man 
doubt  that  Jndge  Pedc  had  assumed  the  right 
to  pnnish  a  contempt  against  his  saored  person ; 
that  he  had  fixed  the  punishment,  and  enforced 
it  too ;  that  he  had  performed  the  functions  of 
legislator  and  judge  in  his  own  case  ?  Gould 
any  man  doubt  that  this  Judge,  to  gratify  his  vin- 
dictive pasnons,  had,  by  an  arbitrary  and  sum- 
mary process,  deprived  an  American  citizen  of 
his  rigntfi,  subjected  him  to  an  ignominious  con- 
finement in  prison,  and  deprived  him  of  the 
means  of  supporting  his  &tmily  ?  Was  not  snch 
a  man  a  jumcial  tyrant,  whose  crimes  called 
aloud  for  exemplary  punLahmentf 

Hr.  MoDnmK  then  proceeded  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  court  to  the  publication  oi  "A 
Oitizen,"  which  Jndge  Peck  alleged  to  be  a 
libeL  punishable  as  a  contempt;  and  he  ana- 
lyzed it  paragraph  by  paragraph,  comparing  it 
as  he  went  along  with  uie  opimon  of  the  Judge, 
on  which  it  was  a  commentary,  and  with  the 
answer  to  the  article  of  impeachment,  in  order 
to  show  tiiat  it  was  not  even  a  misrepresenta- 
tion, much  less  a  disrespectM  contempt,  of  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Peck.  By  this  analytical  pro- 
cess also,  he  would  demoi^rate  that  the  con- 
duct o£  that  Judge  to  Mr.  Lawless  presented 
the  strongest  illustration  of  judicial  deqKitism 
that  had  ever  been  exercised,  from  the  first 
dawn  oi  cmi  liberty  to  tiie  present  day.  It 
most  have  required  all  the  disordered  imaf^ar 
tion  and  furious  passion  of  this  Judge  to  distort 
into  a  contemptuous  libel  one  of  the  most  inno- 
cent  publications  ever  issued  from  the  presd. 
As  God  was  his  judge,  if  he  did  not  know  the 
respectable  counsel  of  the  respondent,  he  should 
say,  from  the  defence  of  the  Judge,  that  he 
must  have  been  deranged.  No  man  in  his 
senses  could  have  tortured  the  publication  of 
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Mr.  Lawless  as  lie  bad  done.  In  the  oaee  of 
Soolard's  heirs,  although  the  Judge  had  decided 
against  the  claimants,  he  said,  in  his  published 
opinion,  that  it  was  still  open  for  the  disoassicm 
of  counsel.  Kr.  Lawleaa,  therefore,  commenced 
his  publioation,  with  an  nnbeooming  hnmilltj 
to  the  court,  such  as  no  dtizm  ought  to  have 
manifested,  oy  saying  that  he  would  avail  him- 
self of  the  permission  granted  by  the  Judge,  to 
point  the  puhlio  attention  to  some  itf  the  prin- 
cipal errors  which  he  thooght  he  had  discov- 
ered in  Lis  opinion.  This  very  apology  had 
been  seized  on  by  this  jealous  tyrant,  and  tor- 
tured into  an  insult  upon  the  court.  The  Judge 
alleged  that  he  had  not  said  the  case  was  open 
for  newspaper  discusnon ;  nor  had  Mr.  Lawless 
said  so.  But  the  Judge  seemed  to  suppose  that 
If  r.  Lawless  had  discovered  a  secret ;  that  by 
the  publication  of  his  opinion,  Jndge  Peck  had 
shown  so  little  sense  of  jndioial  decency  and  de- 
oorum  as  to  invite  a  newspi^>er  discofision  of  a 
case  which  had  been  dedded  m  his  court.  And 
this  was  the  insult  which  Mr.  Lawless  had  com- 
mitted I  This  was  the  congeries  of  ridiculous 
absurdities  uttered  by  the  Jndge ;  this  waii  the 
defence  whioh  he  had  dared  to  make  before  the 
highest  tribunal  in  the  United  States!  Such 
an  idea  never  could  have  been  conceived  by 
any  man  of  understanding.  Humbly  as  the 
Judge  might  estimate  the  land  claimants  in 
Missouri}  no  one  of  them  would  have  been  so 
deficient  in  common  sense  as  to  have  put  the 
oonstmction  which  he  had  pnt  on  the  apfdtwy 
of  Mr.  Lawless.  Mr.  MoD.  then  conseciitiv^ 
and  oritioall^  examined  every  specif  cation  ut 
the  publication  of  "A  Citizen,'*  with  the  com- 
mentary of  the  Judge  upon  it ;  and,  in  relation 
to  the  first,  he  remarked,  among  other  things, 
that,  with  due  defereuoe  to  Mr.  Lawless,  he 
thought  the  only  crime  he  had  committed  was 
a  violation  of  grammatical  acouracy ;  a  blunder 
which,  he  believed,  was  common  to  the  Irish, 
and  Scotch  Irish ;  he  had  construed  a  want  of 
power  iu  a  sub-delegate  of  Louiuana  to  grant 
land  for  services  rendered,  or  to  be  rendered, 
into  a  prohibition  from  noaking  such  grants. 
And  for  this  monstrous  and  flatf  tiooB  hliinder 
in  the  King^a  English,  committed  by  Mr.  Law- 
less in  the  presence  of  his  honor  Jndge  Peck ; 
for  thns  wonnding  the  vanity  of  the  Judge, 
clothed  in  a  little  orief  authority,  Mr.  Lawless 
was  charged  with  the  suggestion  of  a  folsehood, 
and  sent  to  prison  for  a  contempt  1  In  the  pro- 
gress of  his  analysis,  Mr.  MoD.  endeavored  to 
demonstrate,  that  many  of  the  interpretatioiiB 
put  by  Judge  Feck  upon  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Lawless  could  have  been  conceived  only  by  the 
very  spirit  of  judicial  cavilling ;  by  none  but  a 
tyrant  in  the  meridian  of  his  tyranny;  by 
nothing  but  the  very  genius  of  despotism  in 
its  maddest  freaks.  He  pronounced  Jndge  Peck 
himself  to  be  the  most  accomplished  libeller 
that  had  ever  appeared  in  a  court  of  justice, 
and  declared  that  his  whole  commentary  upon 
the  publication  of  "A  Citizen,"  was  a  tissue  of 
libels  offensive  to  decency.    The  charge  of 
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fklsehood,  absurdity,  libel,  ran  through  it ;  it 
was  the  phantom  which  haunted  his  imagina- 
tion when  he  &ent  this  man  to  prison.  fVidl 
would  be  the  tenure  by  which  the  pet^le  would 
bold  their  liberties,  if  an  American  citizen  could 
be  punished  by  a  jndge  for  the  coinage  of  his 
Own  brain ;  if;  frantic  with  rage,  by  a  species 
of  school-boy  cavilling,  he  might  perpetrate 
this  indignity  upon  an  American  citizen  I 

Mr.  Lawless  had  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts 
and  the  laws  in  relation  to  land  daims  in  Mis- 
souri at  the  time  of  writing  and  publishing  the 
article  for  which  he  was  punished.  He  had 
approached  much  nearer  to  grammatical  and 
substantial  accuracy  than  had  been  supposed 
by  Mr.  MoD.  yesterday.  He  had  correctly  rep- 
resented the  opinions  of  Judge  Peck.  The 
Judge  had,  nevertheless,  declared  in  his  answer, 
in  relaUon  to  almost  every  tnedfioatloa  in  the 
publioation  of  1&.  Lawless,  that  it  was  nntme. 
Were  Ifa-.  Lawless  the  Judge,  Judge  Peek  him- 
self would  be  liable  to  be  attached  and  poniahed 
for  contempt ;  bat  God  fwbid,  that  Mr.  Law- 
less should,  iu  that  event,  have  the  power  to 
decide  upon  his  own  case.  That  gentleman 
had,  in  his  publioation,  imputed  to  the  Judge 
the  doctrine  that  the  regulations  of  the  Governor 
General  of  Louisiana  bad  the  effect  of  annulling 
the  grants  of  lands  for  services.  It  was  fortu- 
nate for  Mr.  Lawless  tiiat  this  case  had  occumd 
in  1826,  before  the  great  national  question  of 
nullification  had  been  nosed :  if  it  had  not,  Mr. 
Lawless  mi(^t  liave  been  attained  and  punish- 
ed for  6har{^  Jndge  Peek  with  nuUifjnng  the 
regulations  of  the  Govenior  0«ieral.  The 
vaoity  of  the  Jndge  had  been  cat,  by  giving  bis 
opinions  without  his  remarks.  Mr.  Lawless 
had  given  tiie  substance,  stripped  of  the  feath- 
ers. He  had  dared,  with  sacrilegjoas  hands, 
to  tear  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  from  his  sacred 
ooutezt,  and  to  give  it  to  the  public  without 
his  arguments ;  and  for  this  he  was  to  be  sent 
to  jail,  disfranchised,  and  deprived  of  his  rights. 

Having  completed  his  analysis  of  the  publi- 
cation of  Mr.  Lawless,  of  which  uo  sufficient 
idea  can  be  formed  from  this  imperfect  report, 
Mr.  MoD.  appealed  to  the  candor  of  the  honor- 
able court,  to  say  whether  that  pnblicati<m  con- 
tained a  solitai7  word  or  syllable  disrespectfhl 
or  contemptuous  to  the  court  or  the  Judge.  It 
would  be  difficult  for  them  to  lay  their  finger  upon 
any  political  or  other  publication  so  perfectiy 
rrapectful  as  that  was.  Was  there  in  it  a  word 
of  censure  or  <4  reproach  I  It  was  the  practice 
in  South  Carolina  for  every  lawyer  to  make  his 
own  statement  of  any  exceptions  which  he  may 
take  to  an  opinion  of  the  judges  iu  the  courts 
below,  and  to  lay  it.  before  the  same  judges, 
who  constituted  the  Court  of  Appeals  m  that 
State.  There  was  not  one  ease  in  one  hundred 
of  that  description  bi  which  the  lawyers  were 
as  correct  in  giving  the  (pinion  of  liie  JndMS 
as  Mr.  Lawless  had  been  bi  represoitiag  uie 
opinion  of  Judge  Feck.  They  were  not  ezpeot- 
ed  to  give  the  dress  and  the  feathers  of  the 
judge.  They  were  expected  to  ^ve  the  opinion 
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as  Hiej  understood  it  Mr.  MoD.  siud  he  had 
never  made  a  statement  in  a  hill  of  exceptions 
as  ooiTootly  as  that  which  had  been  made  hy 
Mr.  Lawless,  in  his  pabllcation  of  the  opinion 
of  Jadge  FeclE,  Differing,  as  he  did,  from  the 
Jiidg^  it  was  natural  that  he  should  pat  a  dif- 
ferent oooBtmction  iqran  his  opinions ;  bat  for 
tida  no  lawyer  In  that  State  had  ever  been  sent 
to  Every  man,  whether  in  onr  oonrts  or 
tn  uie  ^adiatori^  halls  of  legislation,  was  liable 
to  have  his  argoment  misnnderstood  and  mis- 
repreeeoted :  hnt  he  did  not  wince  at  this,  or 
rise  up  on  every  occasion,  and  say,  I  did  not 
make  that  remark  or  that  argoment  Was 
every  man  to  be  ponished  for  nusconoeiving  an 
anniment  or  an  opinion  ? 

The  Secretary  having,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
MoD.,  read  to  the  court  the  pahlication  of  Mr. 
Lawless,  that  honorable  manager  appealed,  with 
perfect  oonfldmoe,  to  the  oonrt,  to  say  whetiier 
a  more  harmless  or  respeotfol  publication  could 
have  been  made ;  whether  a  man,  who  oonld 
regard  that  publication  as  a  contempt,  and  pun-' 
ish.  it  by  sending  its  author  to  jail,  and  depriv- 
ing him  of  his  right  to  follow  bis  professional 
ocenpation,  and  of  the  means  of  snbsisting  his 
&mily,  was  not  a  judicial  tyrant,  calling  for 
exemplary  punishment  at  the  hands  of  this  an- 
gust  tribunal  1  According  to  the  principles 
which  he  had  cited  from  the  Enslish  books, 
any  subject  of  England  might  publish  a  com- 
mentary or  an  opinion  of  a  judge,  if  be  did 
not  ascribe  corrupt  motives  to  it.  It  was  pub- 
lio  proper^,  and  liable  to  aiUmadversion,  pro- 
vided that  the  felr  limits  of  criticism  were  not 
transcended.  This  was  the  EngUahlaw.  The 
Oonstitntion  of  this  United  Stetes  was  more 
free,  and  ^owed  a  greater  latitude.  What 
was  the  criticism  of  Mr.  Lawless?  Was  it  upon 
tiie  opinion  of  the  court !  No,  sir :  that  judg- 
ment  had  been  pronounced  six  months  before. 
The  decree  had  been  entered.  Mr.  LawJess  had 
not  taken  exception  to  it  after  the  case  had 
been  taken  out  of  that  court.  The  criticism 
was  upon  the  long  argument  of  Jndge  Pecic, 
published  in  a  newspaper,  after  the  judgment 
had  been  rendered.  The  case  was  pending.tie- 
fore  ^e  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States ; 
and  Judge  Peok  mij^t  have  been  attached  for 
a  oontempt  of  that  court,  in  publishiug  his  ac- 
gument  in  the  newspapers,,  upon  much  better 
grounds  thui  tiiose  upon  which  he  attached 
and  punished  Mr.  Lawless..  The  opinion  of 
Judge  Feck  as  published,  had.  not  been  deliv- 
ered in  term  time ;  it  was  published  in.  vaca- 
tion. Mr.  Lawless  haA.  just  as  much  right  to 
criticize  it  as  the  Jndge  had  to  publish  it ;  and 
it  was  entitied  to  no  more  respect  than  if  it 
had  been  delivered  on  the  hustings.  We  had 
heard  much  about  iudiciaL  decency  and  de- 
corum.  Jndge  Peck  had  misconceived  both  by 
going  into  t£»  newniapera  ;  and  his  pnUished 
<qsiiuoii  waa  not  entitled  to  the  decent  and  ro- 
meotftil  notice  which  it  had  received  teom  Mr. 
Lawless.  Any  citizen  possessed  a  fall,  free, 
and  dear  ri^tto  investigBte that  opinion.  He 


considered  the  Judge  to  have  been  extremely 
censnrable,  in  publishing  his  opinion  while 
the  case  was  pending  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  tfnited  States.  Whatever  might  be  the 
character  d  the  contempt  imputed  to  Mr.  Law- 
less, whatever  might  be  thouf^t  of  it,  the  Jod^ 
had  traiMoended  the  limits  of  all  authority  m 
inflicting  upon  him  the  psTticnlar  punishment 
which  he  had  visited  upon  him  for  the  offence, 
fine  and  imprisonment  were  the  only  punish- 
ment of  a  citizen  authorized  by  the  law  of  Eng- 
land or  of  the  United  States  in  cases  of  contempt 
Certainly,  Congress  had  never  delegated  any 
power  to  inflict  a  greater  punishmeat  for  the 
highest  grades  xit  contempt.  Any  officer  of  a 
court,  anj  attorney  practising  in  a  court,  for 
malversation,  fraud,  peculation,  unfair  dealing 
with  his  clients,  for  any  base  or  disgraceful  act, 
where  convicted  of  ftaud  or  peijury,  might  be 
stricken  from  the  rolls  of  the  court,  as  unworthy 
ofoonfidence.  Fw  these  oansea,  in  Ene^aad  and 
the  United  States,  the  oonrts  had  assumed  tJie 
power  of  striking  from  their  lists  of  practising 
attorneys.  Bnt  Judge  Feck  had  not  pretended 
that  Mr.  Lawless  had heen  guilty  of  any  of  these. 
Did  not  this  honorable  court  perceive  that  there 
was  no  relation,  between  the  ofiience  and  the 
punishment  of  that  gentieman  ?  Because  Judge 
Peck's  dignity  had  been  offended,  because  he 
chose  to  think  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless 
calculated  to  bring  ridicule  and  contempt  upon 
his  court,,had  he  a' right  to  strike  him  from  the 
list  of  aUomeys  practising  in  his  court,  and  to 
deprim  him  and  his  family  of  the  means  ot 
sabsiBtescet  Mr..  Lawless  was  a  lawyer,  a 
public  man,  in  relation  to  the  peouniaiy  interest 
of  hundred  and  thousanda  of  the  citizens  of 
Missouri ;  they  had  a  right  to  his  professional 
services,  and  this  tyrannical  Judge  had  siud  that 
he  would  deprive  him  of  his  and  their  rights. 
He  had  exercised  a  tremendous  powo",  not  call- 
ed for  by  any  public  consideration,  nor  Justified 
by  any  law,  but  originating  in  the  malevolent 
passions  of  the  petty  judge  by  whom  the  sen- 
tenoe  had  been  pronounced.  Having  presented 
to  the  court  the  facts  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  managers,  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives,  prayed  its  judgment  in  this 
case.  Mr.  UoD.  would  offer  a  few  general  re- 
marks on.  the  danger,  the  real,  great,  and  alarm- 
ing danger  of  the  precedent  wludi  would  be 
e^ihlished  by  this  honorable  count  if  JnHob 
Peck  should  be  suffered  to  go  unpunished  for 
tiiis  high  misdemeanor. 

He  had  violated  the  liberty  of  the  press  in 
the  most  dangerous  form.  He  had  violated  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  by  drawing  to  himself  the 
power  to  try  and  punish  in  a  summary  manner 
an  offence  which,  if  it  were  one,  was  a  proper 
subject  of  ordinary  indictment  and  trial.  And 
he  had  defended  his  tyrannical  conduct  by  the 
allegation,,  t At  the  eharge  of  violating  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press  was  the  stale  declamation  by 
which  demagogues,  slanderersy  and  tibellers, 
attempted  to  justify  themselvM,  and  to  bring 
the  OoTemment  into  oontEonpt.    He  trusted 
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tiiat  liberty,  the  liberty  of  Qm  press,  was  not 
thus  to  be  laughed  and  sneered  out  of  the  cap- 
ital of  t^e  United  States  by  a  petty  provincial 
judM.  When  a  European  mcuiardi  nad  been 
norled  from  his  throne  for  daring  to  Tiolate  the 
Hberty  of  the  press,  were  we  to  be  told  tiiat 
the  liberty  of  ^e  press  was  only  the  theme  of 
demagognes  ?  Tyrants,  alone,  wonld  so  desig- 
nate it.  It  had  been  instly  said,  that  the  liber- 
ties of  mankind  oonla  not  snrviTU  the  destrac- 
tion  of  the  liberty  of  the  press.  Even  Emne, 
the  Enriii^  historian,  the  apologist  of  tyrants, 
had  declared,  tiiat  no  people  having  the  uberty 
of  the  press  ooald  be  enuaited.  He  had  sua, 
tiiat  the  only  difference  in  Goremment,  be- 
tween his  time  and  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  was, 
that,  when  he  wrote,'England  enjoyed  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press;  that,  with  this  privilege, 
Tnrkey  herself  would  be  comparatively  free. 
And  yet  we  are  told  by  this  Jadge,  that  this 
was  we  theme  of  demagogues.  He  called  upon 
this  honorable  court  to  Look  at  the  danger  of 
the  precipice  on  which  they  stood,  if  they  set 
the  precedent  of  acquitting  this  Judge.  Sup- 
pose he  should  be  oondemned  by  this  txibuiuu ; 
suppose  be  should  go  back  to  Missouri,  and 
proclaim  that  be  had  been  made  the  viotim  of 
party  feeling,  as  be  bad  said  in  defence  befine 
the  other  House,  where  he  had  grossly  reflected 
upon  that  House ;  suppose,  that  when  he  al*- 
med  in  Musonri,  he  should  make  the  welkin 
ring  with  his  charges  against  this  court ;  would 
they,  after  t^e  sedition  law  had  been  driven 
from  the  statute  book,  make  themselves  the 
legidators,  ftnd  judges,  and  ezecutionerB,  of  the 
law,  by  pnnisbingjudge  Peck  for  his  calumnies 
ag^nst  them  t  Woold  any  man  think  of  send- 
ing fer  him  to  answer  for  the  free  investigation 
whidi  he  might  think  proper  to  indnl^  in! 
Would  this  honorable  court  act  upon  the  prin- 
ciple which  they  would  oonseerate  by  the  ab- 

Slttal  of  Jndge  Feck  ?  And  yet  siKh  would 
the  tendency  oS  his  ao(^ttal.  Every  editor 
in  the  United  States  wasliable  to  be  immured 
within  the  walla  of  a  prison,  upon  the  princi- 
ples asserted  by  Judge  Peck,  DnJess  this  honor- 
able court  would  say  that  it  wonld  be  extremely 
dangerous  for  the  President,  Senate,  and  House 
of  Kepresentatives.  to  punish  editors  for  the 
daily  calumnies  published  upon  them,  as  Judge 
Peck  had  punished  Mr.  Lawless.  Should  the 
Senate  of  Borne  not  punish  a  libel,  and  yet  del- 
egate the  power  to  punish  to  its  provincial  pro- 
consuls f  Should  it  be  said  that  a  pro-consnl, 
reeking  with  the  blood  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
may  exercise  a  power,  may  be  trusted  with  this 
power,  rather  than  the  Senate  of  Rome)  It 
was  said  that  the  Kin^  of  England  could  do  no 
wrong,  and  that  the  judges,  deriving  their  au- 
thority from  him,  and  administering  his  Justice, 
were  entitled  to  an  equal  protection.  Jndge 
Peek  derived  his  power  from  the  President  and 
Senate.  Yon  may  slander  them  as  much  as 
you  choose ;  and  yet  yon  may  not  slander  this 
pitiful  emanation  of  their  authority. 
Mr.  MoD.  oouteuded  that,  if  any  paUio  fimo- 


tionory  ought  to  be  held  responsible  to  the 
press,  which  was  the  organ,  the  only  true  or- 
gan, of  the  people,  it  was  the  judges,  who  alone 
held  their  offices  during  good  behavior.  If 
yon  wonld  preserve  the  independence  ckF  the 
judiciary,  make  them  do  their  duty,  and  punish 
them  fer  transgressing  it.  In  this  age,  when 
tyrants  were  overwhelmed,  and  tiirones  over- 
turned, for  violating  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
wonld  yon  suffer,  your  judges  to  trample  upon 
it  with  impunity  f  He  had  always  heea  in 
favor  of  the  independence  of  the  jndiciHT,  and 
BMinst  the  rotatory  principle;  but  if  the  doo- 
lie, that  the  jndges  wen  not  liable  to  the 
animadvernon  ot  the  pnbUo  press,  be  estab- 
luhed,  Ood  forbid  that  he  should  permit  the 
independence  of  the  judiciary  to  continue  for  a 
moment  longer  than  he  could  help.  A  juc^ 
was  as  impalpable  as  air,  if  you  cotdd  not  reach 
him  through  the  public  press.  You  must  per- 
mit him  to  go  on  with  his  outrages,  without 
complwnt,  until  you  could  bring  him  ijefore 
this  august  tribnnal.  You  might  bring  Urn  to 
account  here,  but  nowhere  else.  Had  we  come 
to  this,  that  we  may  not  call  a  Judicial  tyrant  by 
bis  right  name ;  tiiat  we  may  not  call  him  to 
aooount  for  his  crimes  and  misdemeanora  f  In 
tiie  vont  d^8  of  Paris  Ibe  cry  of  tyranny  was 
allowed.  "  Down  with  the  tyrant "  was  echoed 
and  re-echoed  from  one  end  of  Paris  to  the 
other.  But  when  a  Judge  committed  an  out- 
rage, we  may  not  characterize  it  in  the  appro- 
priate language. 

It  was  in  run  to  attempt  to  disgnise  it.  If 
this  Jndge  should  be  held  gniltiess,  there  could 
be  no  judicial  outrage  which  woold  not  be 
clearly  justified  by  the  precedent.  It  had  never 
occurred  to  a  minority,  in  the  most  inflammable 
times,  to  punish  so  harmless  |m  article  as  that 
for  wmeb  Mr.  Lawless  bad  been  pmiiabed.  The 
precedent  ai  an  aoqoittal  in  this  cose  would  Jus- 
tify anj  judge  in  laying  down  any  principle  to 
jnstafy  such  an  outrage.  The  most  insidious 
encroachment  of  power  would  be  sanctioned 
by  precedents  of  uiis  kind.  It  was  no  extrav- 
agant supposition  to  imagine  that  this  GoTcm- 
ment  might,  at  some  ^riod  hereafter,  be  ad- 
ministered under  the  influence  of  party  pas- 
sions; that  a  party  might  get  into  power  by 
intrigue  and  management,  and  that  it  might 
occur  to  that  party,  consisting  of  a  minority,  to 
attempt  to  mamtain  their  power  by  muzzling  or 
suppresMug  the  freedom  of  the  press.  Thef 
might  not  pass  a  sedition  law,  but  they  mi{^ 
appoint  ten  thousand  district  and  territorial 
judges;  they  might  send  jostiees  of  the  peace 
into  every  town  and  pariah  In  the  Union ;  and 
each  of  these,  upcm  the  doctrine  of  Judge  Peck, 
might  drag  an  editor  before  him,  punish  him 
for  contempt,  and  tiius  destroy  the  liberty  of 
the  press.  It  was  impossible  to  tell  the  extent 
to  which  this  principle  might  be  carried  by 
party  judges,  in  party  times.  It  must  appear 
much  better,  in  the  view  of  every  statesman, 
to  suffer  the  most  unjost  libels  to  be  publishea 
in  tiie  new^M^WTB,  and  to  let  their  ptjiaaai 
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arrows  reooil  apon  themselreB,  than  to  enp- 
press  the  Ubert;-  of  the  preas.  But  what  was 
the  liberty  of  Mr.  Lawless,  aooording  to  the 
practical  dootxine  of  Judge  Peak?  It  was  the 
liberty  of  being  sent  to  ptison,  incarcerated 
with  common  fMona,  and  deprived  of  the  means 
of  'his  sabsistenoe,  for  respeotfolly  differing  in 
opinion  with  the  Jnd^ 

A  wise  man  of  antiqaity,  upon  being  asked 
what  was  tiie  best  form  of  Government,  justi- 
fied the  character  which  he  had  received  by 
the  answer,  that  that  was  the  best  in  which  an 
iidiuy  done  to  a  dnsle  dtuen  ww  Mt  as  an 
iiyiuy  dime  to  tbe  witole  oonunmiity.  There 
was  not  a  man  in  the  ooantry  that  ought  not  to 
make  the  ii^nry  done  to  Lnke  E.  lawless  his 
own.  We  were  told  that  he  was  an  Irishman. 
He  deserved  infinite  credit,  when  ordered  to 
prison,  for  the  moderation  which  he  exhibltedi 
for  not  dragging  the  tyrant,  as  Yiiginins  had 
dragged  the  tyrant  Appins,  from  me  throne. 
As  God  was  ms  judge,  he  believed,  that  if  the 
case  of  Ifr.  Lawless  had  been  hia;  if  he  had 
been  ordered  to  prison,  and  his  family  deprived 
of  the  means  of  snbnstence,  he  should  have 
dragged  him  from  his  seat  on  the  bench.  He 
had  his  whole  life  lived  in  aUioneQce  of 
deepo tiara,  in  every  ahxpe,  whether  in  a  jndge, 
or  an  overseer  of  slaves ;  and  he  considered 
that  Qiia  petty  Judge  had  been  goiltf  of  tyran- 
nical oocdoot  which  would  have  msgraced  a 
dave'^ver. 

Tdesdat,  December  31. 
Trial  <tf  Judge  Peeh. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Oonrt 
ot  Impeachment. 

The  Honse  of  BepresentativeB  came  into  the 
Senate  Chamber  ana  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  MoDcma  resumed  the  floor,  and  con- 
dnded  his  opening  speech,  commenced  yester- 
day, ag^nst  the  respondent.  [The  remarks 
made  on  both  days  are  embodied  above,  Instead 
of  dividing  them,  as  delivered.] 

Ur.  BuoHAKAir  t^en  offered  the  documentary 
evidence  in  behalf  of  tiie  prosecution. 

The  court  then  adjourned. 

Wednksdat,  December  22. 
Trial  <if  Judge  Peel. 

Hm  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Ooort 
of  Impeaohm«nt. 

The  di^  was  occupied  in  reedving  the  testi- 
mony of  LvKB  E.  Lawless,  and  in  examining 
him.  Before  the  oross-exavination  was  finish- 
ed, the  Ooort  adjourned. 


Thctbdat,  Deoembcr  28. 

Trial  of  Judge  Peck, 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  Senate  again  resolved 
teaelf  into  a  High  Ch>nrt  of  Impeachment. 


[Bbur. 

The  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Lawuss  was 
resumed,  and  continued  daring  the  whole  cll 
the  dtting  of  this  day.  In  the  course  of  tliat 
examinadon,  both  yesterday  and  to-day,  a  va- 
riety of  points  were  raised,  and  argued  with 
great  abuity  by  the  managers  and  t^e  counsel 
for  the  respondent,  on  the  admlssibUity  of  cer- 
tun  questions  propoouded  to  the  witness.  The 
most  important  of  these,  and  that  the  decusion 
of  which  will  probably  protract  the  cross-ex am- 
inatdott  at  least  a  day  or  two,  was  the  point, 
whether  Ur.  Lawless  should  be  required  to  si^, 
whether  oMtain  derignated  passages  in  tna 
opinion  of  Jodge  feck,  in  the  case  of  Sonlard^ 
heirs,  were  the  parts  of  that  (pinion  upon 
which  he  baaed  the  assertion,  made  in  the  pnb- 
lioation  of  "A  Oltdzen,"  that  Judge  Peck  had 
assumed  the  position,  '*  that,  by  the  Ordinanoe 
of  1764,  a  BulAdele^ate  under  the  Spanish  Qov- 
emment  of  Louisiana  was  prohibited  from 
making  a  grant  of  lands  in  consideration  of  ser- 
vices rendered,  or  to  be  rendered }"  The  Sen- 
ate, after  ingenious  and  able  argamenta  by  Mr. 
BuoEANAK  and  Mr.  Stobbs,  in  behalf  of  t^e 
managers,  and  by  Mr.  Wibt,  in  behalf  of  the 
re^ndent  dedded.  by  a  vote  of  thirty-two  to 
ten,  that  the  question  might  be  put,  and  most 
be  answered.  This  will,  it  is  supposed,  lead  to 
a  shnilar  examination  of  the  witness  in  relation 
to  the  groonds  upon  which  he  advanced  all  the 
propositions  contained  in  his  pnblicati<»i  on  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Peck,  for  wnich  he  was  com- 
mitted and  suspended  from  practice  by  the 
Judge. 

The  narrative  part  of  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Lawless  will  afford  the  means  of  information 
to  the  general  reader  as  to  the  circumstances 
which  have  led  to  this  impeachment.  It  is 
therefore  subjoined.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
^t  the  heirs  of  Boulard  filed  a  petition  in  the 
IStrlct  Court  for  Missouri,  of  which  the  re- 
spondent is  and  was  the  Jndge^  to  tir  tho 
validity  of  fb^  claim  to  ten  thousand  arpoita 
of  land,  under  a  concession  alleged  to  nave 
been  issued  by  Tmdean,  l^e  lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  Upper  Louisiana,  to  Antoine  Sonlard, 
the  ancestor  of  the  petitioners.  "Hi.  Lawkas 
was  the  counsel  in  the  case. 

LuEB  Edwabd  Lawijbss,  Esq.,  having  been 
called  and  awom,  gave  a  historical  narrative  of 
the  proceedings,  so  far  as  related  to  the  case  of 
Soulard,  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  State  of  Missouri,  under  the  act 
of  Congress  of  1824^  enabling  tiie  claimants  to 
lands  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings to  try  the  validity  of  thfdr  duma. 
and  in  relation  to  the  cinnunatanoea  which  had 
led  to  his  commitment  and  soqiennon  by  that 
court.  He  testified,  in  substance,  l^at,  in  the 
case  of  Sonlard^  heirs  against  the  United  States, 
he  had,  as  counsel  for  the  plaintiflk  argued  it 
on  a  general  demurrer.  It  was  thought  by  some 
of  the  profession  whom  he  oonsnlted,  that  it 
would  be  well  to  have  his  argument  printed ; 
and  it  was  accordingly  printed.  Upon  the  ex-< 
hibition  to  him  by  j£x.  Buobahav,  one  of  the 
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honorable  managers,  of  one  of  the  printed  cop- 
ies of  the  ailment,  jhe  said  that  it  was  toe 
same.  The  demurrer  vas  SDhBeqacmUr  with- 
drawn; and  the  District  Attorney  med  his 
answer  to  the  petition  of  the  claimants.  While 
tailing  the  deposition  of  one  of  the  former  Lieu- 
tenant Governors  of  ITpper  Louisiana,  Judge 
Peek  mentioned  that  he  nad  read,  or  had  o&nsed 
to  be  read  to  him,  the  argument  of  Mr.  Law- 
less, a  copy  of  which  that  gentleman  said  he 
had  sent  to  him  before  that  time.  When  the 
court  again  sat^  Judge  Feck  directed  an  issue 
to  try  the  question,  whether  such  a  concession 
as  that  under  which  the  plajntiffi  claimed  the 
lands  in  question  had  ever  been  made?  It 
was  found  that  it  had  been  made ;  sudi  as  it 
was  set  forth  to  be  in  the  pelitiim  of  the  claim- 
ants. The  cause  Aen  came  on  vptm  its  merits 
and  the  proob.  Ifr.  Lawless  again  argued  it 
very  mueh  at  lengtib.  This  was  m  the  spring  of 
18Si5.  The  oonrt  took  the  case  under  adfise- 
ment,  and  reserved  it  for  fiiture  decision.  He 
was  absent,  and  the  Judge  decided  it  in  his  ab- 
sence. Mr.  Lawless  was  not  present  when  the 
decision  was  made ;  but  Judge  Peck  postponed 
making  up  the  record  for  taking  an  appeal 
until  the  counsel  returned.  When  ne  returned, 
the  record  was  made  up,  the  appeal  taken,  and 
the  appeal  bond  ^ven.  This  was  in  Decem- 
ber, 16S0.  £a  March  following,  about  the  80th, 
he  saw,  in  the  Bepublican  new^per,  published 
at  St.  Louis^  an  aiiade  headed,^*  PecK  Judge," 
and  found  it  to  purport  to  be  an  opinion  or 
argument  in  justification  of  the  decree  of  the 
District  Court  entered  in  the  oaae  cf  Soulard's 
heirs  against  the  United  States. 

It  appeared  to  him  to  contain  a  great  many 
errors,  m  fact  and  in  doctrine.  It  appeared  to 
him  to  be  calculated  injuriously  to  affect  tiie 
public  opinion  upon  that  and  a  variety  of  o^n 
^milar  claims,  in  which  he  was  .conceme^V 
counsel.  The  article  was  anonymous,  and  he 
looked  on  it  as  an  argument  not  presented  by 
the  Judge,  whan  his  opinion  was  d^vOTcd.  It 
produced  a  n«at  senaatiou.  tended  to  duress 
the  hopes  of  nia  oUents,  and  to  depredate  con- 
siderably the  value  of  their  proparty.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  rather  to  be  an  inquiry  of  what 
the  law  should  be,  than  a  peremptory  decision 
of  what  it  was.  In  the  opening  of  that  opin- 
ioiL  the  Judge  expressed  doubts  as  to  ^e  law, 
and  seemed  to  feel  as  if  he  were  wandering 
through  a  wilderness  to  reach  the  desired  object. 
Further  discussion  seemed  to  bo  invited  of  the 
points  involved  in  that  deciuon.  Taking  bH 
these  conMderations  into  view,  and  believing 
that  aa  a  citizen,  independently  of  his  character 
as  counsel,  he  had  an  undoubted  right  to  point 
out  the  errors  in  the  patiliahed  opinion  of  the 
Judge,  and  to  prevent  as  far  as  he  could,  the 
injury  they  were  likely  to  produce,  Mr.  Lawless 
took  up  his  pen,  and  wrote  the  article  signed 
"  A  Citizen,'*  which  was  published  in  the  Mis- 
souri Advocate  and  St  Louis  Enquirffl-,  of  the 
8th  of  April,  in  the  same  year.  Shortly  after 
that  the  District  Oonrt  sat  by  specdal  at^onm- 


[DBCuan,  18S0. 

ment  He  attended,  and  took  his  place  in  court. 
Upon  taking  his  9«it,  and  dispoung  of  som« 
business,  &6  Judge  pulled  a  newsp^mr  out  of 
his  iKK^et,  stated  what  paper  it  was,  and  asked, 
with  apparent  emotion,  who  was  its  editor, 
addressing  himself,  as  Mr.  Lawless  though^ 
particulany  to  the  District  Attorney,  or  to  the 
bar  generally.  Mr,  Lawless  replied,  that  he 
knew  who  was  the  editor  of  uie  pq>er,  and 
t^at  it  was  one  Stephen  W.  Foreman.  He  be- 
lieved, from  his  manner,  that  the  Judge  had 
in  view  the  article  which  he  had  written ;  and 
he  was  perfectly  willing  that  it  should  be 
brought  up  for  discussion.  TbeJndge  aaked 
Mr.  Lawless  if  he  would  swear  to  the  £act  as  to 
the  editor.  He  said  he  would,  and  was  accord- 
ingly sworn.  Deacribiiig  Hm  artkls  Judge 
Peck  dictated  a  rule  upMt  the  editor,  to  show 
cause  why  he  had  puboshed  it  The  rule  waa 
served  upon  the  editor,  and  Mr.  Lawless  volun- 
teered as  counsel  for  him,'be  being  the  author 
of  the  article,  and  conndering  it  his  duty  to 
d^end  the  editor.  He  applied  to  no  other  per- 
son to  appear  for  him.  Mr.  Lawless  urged 
the  editor  by  no  means  to  ^ve  up  the  author, 
using  every  argument  that  ne  could  to  satisfy 
him  that  it  was  his  duty  not  to  yield  on  eaca 
an  oocasion.  He  appeared  in  court  the  day 
after  the  order  was  issued,  and  defended  the 
editor  on  all  the  grounds  which  suggested  them- 
selves to  im  mmd ;  on  ground  of  the  per- 
fect truth  of  tiie  artide,  and  at  the- absence  on 
its  fiu»  of  dl  intention  to  commit  a  contempt 
In  demonstrating  the  truth  of  the  article,  he 
recurred  to  the  pnoUshed  opinion  of  the  Judg& 
to  all  that  the  article  contained,  and  pursiwa 
the  same  course  of  argument,  with  a  few  erc^ 
tions,  as  far  as  his  bumble  abilities  would  per- 
mit, wbidi  had  been  taken  by  the  h^orable 
Manager  who  had  opened  this  case.  He  pro- 
duced aU  the  authorities  which  he  oonld  rake 
up  on  the  occasion,  to  show  that  the  publication 
of  "  A  Citizen"  was  not  a  contempt  Imme- 
diately after  concluding  his  argument,  which, 
he  thought^  had  occupied  more  tnaa  one  di^,  he 
left  the  court ;  end  he  understood  that  Jtr.  Oey- 
er,  a  gentleman  of  t&e  Ett.  Louia  bar,  had  also 
afterwards  stepped  fcn^ard  tn  defSeoioe  of  the 
editor. 

When  Mr.  Lawless  returned  into  court, 
he  found  Judge  Peck  about  to  make  Uie  rule 
absolute  for  an  attachment  upon  the  editor. 
Considering  that  the'  Judge  i^peared  to  point 
at  him  as  the  author  of  the  artitde,  inasmuch 
aa  the  rights  of  his  dienta  were  involved  in  the 
case,  he  changed  bis  view  of  the  course  which 
the  editor  ought  to  pursue,  and  assented  to  the 
^ving  up  of  bis  otw  name  as  the  author.  .ICr. 
Foreman  was  then  discharged  from  tlie  ruls^ 
and  a  rule  was  made  on  Mr.  Lawless,  to  show 
cause  why  an  attachment  dioold  not  issue 
against  him,  and  why  he  should  not  be  sus- 
pended from  practice  in  that  court  for  having 
written  the  article  as  set  forth  in  Ihe  attach- 
ment Itc.  Geyer,  Mr.  Magennis,  and  Mr. 
Strother,  monbccB  of  the  bar,  appeared  h«£on 
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Tiiat  of  Judge  Peck. 


[Sknate^ 


Jadge  Peck,  the  next  day,  he  believed,  and 
signed  the  matter  as  his  connseL  When  they 
attempted  to  demonstrate  the  intrioaio  truth  of 
the  arti<de  of  "  A  Citizen,"  they  were  stopped 
by  tiie  Judge,  told  that  he  had  decided  and  dis- 
posed vlt  tuit  question,  and  that  it  was  not  open 
for  further  u^ament  They  then  proceeded  to 
discoes  the  qnestHma  of  pure  law  on  the  merits 
(rf  the  ease.  Their  anthorities  and  arguments 
on  that  point  were  ovemiled  by  the  Jndge,  who 
<n4ered  the  article  to  be  read  to  him,  paragraph 
by  paragraph,  by  Ur.  Bates,  the  District  At- 
torney, and  proceeded  to  examine  and  comment 
npoD  each  paragraph  as  it  was  read.  The  man- 
ner of  the  Judge,  m  treatiog  the  subject,  was 
ezeeedingly  Tenement;  he  was  more  impas- 
.  raoned  than  he  had  erer  seen  hira.  In  his 
bb^rvations,  he  permitted  himself  to  use  ez- 
I«eadons  which  Mr.  Lawless  conndered  offen- 
dve  to  him  as  a  man  and  a  gentleman.  The 
vitneas  lelt  hinuelf  irritated  by  tiiem,  and 
pwb^ps  his  conntenanoe  exhibited  evidences  of 
tiut  imt^ion.  He  was  apprehennre  that  he 
might  betray  his  feelings  by  aome  expression  or 
gesture,  and  he  thought  it  best  to  leave  the 
court.  He,  therefore,  asked  his  Mend,  Mr. 
Gteyer,  if  he  thought  it  would  be  a  contempt 
for  him  to  leave  the  ooart  while  the  Jndge  was 
apeakiog:  Ifr.  Geyer  thought  no  contempt 
oonld  be  inferred  from  his  leaving  the'  court 
He  rose  np  and  left  the  court,  and  went  to  the 
Oironit  Coort  for  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  then 
ritting,  before  which  it  so  happened  that  a  case, 
in  wmoh  he  was  employed  as  leading  ooonael, 
ma  abontto  be  tried.  It  was  the  ease  of  some 
Blaves,  who  bad  aned  Peter  Chotean  for  the 
recovery  their  freedom.  He  was  counsel 
for  the  defendant  "While  this  trial  was  pro- 
oeedin^  be  was  informed  by  the  deputy  marshal 
tiie  mle  of  an  attachment  against  him  bad  been 
made  absolute  by  Judge  Peck;  and  he  was, 
therefore,  obliged  to  leave  the  Oircnit  Court. 
When  he  i^peared  in  the  District  Court 
oondacted  by  the  deputy  marshal,  he  was 
informed  by  Judge  Peck,  that  he  had  a  right  to 
demand  that  interrogatories  ahonld  be  pro- 
pounded to  him,  as  he  understood  him,  for  the 
pnrpoee  of  enabling  him  to  purge  himself  of  the 
alleged  contempt 

l^D  tiiia  tlie  witness  replied,  that  be  did  not 
reqnire  any  interrogatories  to  be  propounded 
to  faim;  and,  if  proponnded,  he  should  not 
answer  them.  He  did  not  recollect  whether  he 
thffli  stated  any  reasons  to  the  court  for  declin- 
ing. He  teB^ered  exceptions  to  the  decision  of 
the  Jndge  with  his  reasons,  which  the  Judge 
refnsed  to  file.  An  order  was  then  made  out 
for  his  oommitment  to  prison  for  twenty-four 
honrs,  and  for  his  suspension  from  practice  in 
that  court  for  eighteen  months.  A  copy  of  the 
order  was  pnt  into  the  hands  of  the  deputy 
marshal,  and  the  witoess  was  conducted  to  the 
jail  of  uie  county  of  St  Louis,  locked  np  in  a 
room  where  common  felons  liad  been  iinpri»< 
oned,  as  he  was  infinrmed  and  believed.  Mr. 
Soolard  and  Mr,  Bector  aooompauied  bim,  and 


were  locked  up  in  the  room  with  him.  After 
witness  hod  been  there  some  time,  he  called  for 
the  j^er,  and  requested  bim  to  show  bim  the 
order  of  commitment  which  he  did.  After  he 
had  examined  it,  he  determined  to  petition  the 
circuit  court  for  a  writ  of  haheoA  corpus,  in 
order  to  apply  for  a  release,  on  noands  which 
he  thought  ne  had  discovered  in  uie  order  itoAt. 
The  judge  of  that  court  granted  the  writ,  and 
decided  to  discharge  him  from  prison,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  seal  to  the  order  or 
signature  of  the  Judge.  He  was  accordingly 
discharged,  and  heara  no  more  on  the  subject 
from  Jud^  Peck.  An  order  was  also  made 
out  to  suspend  him  from  practice  for  eighteen 
months,  and  he  was  not  restored  until  his  sus- 
pension had  expired  by  limitatiou.  It  appeared 
rnrther,  from  the  testimony  of  the  witness, 
that  be  was  a  native  of  Ireland ;  that  he  left 
that  country  in  1810 ;  that  be  went  to  France, 
and  that  be  oame  to  the  United  States  in  1616. 
rit  is  said  that  he  was  an  officer  in  the  army  of 
Napoleon  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo.]  He 
declared  his  intention  in  the  Marine  Conrt  of 
New  York,  as  soon  as  he  arrived  in  that  city,  to 
apply  for  a  cotificate  of  naturaliEation  as  an 
American  citizen ;  and  he  accordingly  obtuned 
his  certificate  at  St  Louis,  in  1822.'  He  had 
been  admitted  to  practise  in  Kentucky,  both  by 
Judge  Johnson  and  Jndge  Barry,  the  present 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States,  and 
moved  on  wilih  the  tide  <d  emigration  to  St. 
Louis  in  Missouri. 


Fbidat,  December  34. 
Trial  of  Judge  Peek. 

After  despatching  several  private  subjects, 
and  spending  some  tame  in  £xecative  business, 
«  The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court 
of  Impeachiwent 

The  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Lawi.kbs  was 
continued  in>  to  the  hour  of  adjournment  It 
reached  odxj  to  the  sixth  specmoation  in  the 
publication  of  "A  Citizen.^'  The  Bearching 
ability  displayed  by  "iSx.  Wibt  on  the  ocoauon 
was  met  by  unusual  vigOT,  talent,  and  decision, 
on  the  part  of  the  witness. 

The  Senate  adjourned  till  eleven,  and  the 
court  till  twelve  o'clock,  on  Mond^. 


Monday,  December  27. 
2Hai  of  Judge  Peek. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Court  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  Wibt,  the  leading  counsel  for  the  re- 
spondent, resumed  and  concluded  the  cross- 
examination  of  Mr.  LjLwuss. 


TcBSDAT,  December  28. 
Trial  of  Judge  Peek. 
After  the  transaction  of  some  minor  bnsi- 
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The  Senate  agun  resolved  itaelf  into  a  High 
Court  of  Inqiewduneiit. 

HisBT  S,  Gktxb,  a  member  of  the  SQsBOui 
bar,  the  Bev.  Tbovas  Hobbbix,  and  Arthub 
L.  UMKiana,  another  metober  en  the  UisBonri 
bar,  were  examined,  and  oroaa-examined,  as 
vitneaaea  on  behalf  <k  the  Honse  of  Bemeaent- 
atlvei. 


Wkdhsbdat,  December  29. 
IVial  of  Judge  Peek. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  Senate  again  resolved 
itself  into  a  High  Oourt  of  Impeachment 

Mr.  HsBsmTH  annonnced  the  absence  of  his 
fiiend  and  colleague,  (Mr.  Wntr,)  in  this  case. 
He  had  been  oallea  hmue  to  Baltimore  hj  the 
dangerous  illness  of  one  of  bis  children.  He 
felt  the  embarrassment  of  his  own  situation, 
occasioned  bj  this  onpleasant  circamstance. 
To  be  deprived  of  the  aid  of  his  oollea^e  at 
anj  time,  or  on  acj  occasion,  wonld  to  him  be 
a  oanse  of  regret ;  but  in  a  case  of  this  magni- 
tude, so  interesting  to  the  respondent,  and  so 
interesting  to  the  commonity,  to  be  deprived 
of  his  services  was  a  source  of  deep  regret 
What  he  ^oold,  therefore,  propose,  with  the 
OMUent  of  the  managers  on  the  othw  dde,  was, 
that  ther  ahonld  proceed  to  finish  theezamina- 
tion  of  me  witnesses,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  then  that  this  honorable  court  ahould 
a^onm  over  to  Uonda^  next,  to  tfwait  tiie  return 
of  Mr.  Wirt 

Mr.  Buchanan  said,  that  the  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  Honse  (n  Bepresentstives  would 
acquiesce  in  whatever  the  oourt  might  deter- 
mine to  be  its  pleasure  on  the  occasion. 

Ohables  S.  Hsupstxad,  Kdwabd  Ohaklsss, 
and  Whaston  Rbotob,  witnesses  in  behalf  of 
the  impeachment,  were  then  called,  sworn,  ex- 
amined, and  cross-examined.  * 
*  The  certificate  of  naturalization  of  Mr.  Law- 
less, the  protest  of  the  Spanish  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  Upper  Loniriano,  ag^nst  the  regula- 
tions of  Morales,  and  sundry  otJier  papers,  were 
produced  as  evidence. 

Mr.  Buchanan  then  siud,  that  the  Managers 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  hera  rested 
the  cause  of  the  United  States, 

Mr.  Mkekdith  renewed  his  applioaUon  for  a 
Buapension  of  the  trial  until  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tazewell,  the  oourt 
determined  to  a^jonm  over  to  Monday  next,  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

The  Senate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


MoNDAT,  January  8, 1881. 

The  honorable  John  0.  Calhoun,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  i^pearad  this  day 
and  took  the  Chair  as  Premdent  of  the  Senate. 

Trial  of  Judge  Peek. 
After  the  transaction  of  some  morning  busi- 
ness, the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Court  of  Impeachment 


[Jaitdabt,  1S81. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  Wist,  the  leadixu  counsd  of  Judge  Fetdc, 
the  Court  of  Impewmment,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Tazkwxle,  a4}onmed  to  twelve  o'clock  <m 
Wednesday  next 

Mr.  LrviNoaTON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Retolved,  That  nothing  contuned  in  any  of  the 
rules  for  condiicUng  impeachnieDts,  made  on  the 
deventh  day  of  May,  1830,  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  prevent  anj  Senator,  when  be  shall  give  bis  vote 
on  the  question  of  guilty  or  not  giuUy  od  any  article 
hi  an  impeachment,  frwn  aaaigmng  his  reasous  fbr 
such  vote. 

Hie  8«iate  proceeded  to  the  con^deration 
Executive  business,  and  spent  upwards  of  two 
honra  on  it,  and  then  a^jonmed. 


ToBDAT,  Januai7  4. 

The  ItnpeaehmmU 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
LiTiNOSTON,  explaining  tiie  rules  to  conduct 
impeachments,  so  as  to  allow  any  Senator  to 
assign  his  reasons  for  his  vote  on  the  qnestion 
of  guilty  or  not  guilty,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  L.  Bud  that  the  reeolntion  was  predicated 
upon  a  donbt  whether  the  rules  adopted  in 
Hay  last  ^d,  or  did  not,  allow  Senators  to 
assign  th^  reasons  for  the  votes  they  might 
^ve  on  the  pending  impeachment  He  was 
rather  indifferent  than  otherwise  as  to  the  &te 
of  the  resolution.  Its  object  was  to  settle  the 
donbts  which  existed  on  the  subject ;  and  that 
object  would  be  attained,  whether  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  rejected  or  adopted.  Both  sides 
of  the  question  presented  difficuUies.  The 
Oourt  consisted  of  forty-eight  members ;  and 
if  every  meml>er  were  to  express  his  sentiments, 
after  the  Managers  and  toe  Counsel  for  the 
respondent  had  been  heard,  a  great  deal  of  time 
woidd  be  consumed.  On  tiie  other  hand,  tlie 
right  to  speak  on  the  occasion  was  one  which 
he  conndered  a  proper  privilwe ;  and  he  was, 
npon  the  whole,  disposed  to  affirm  it. 

At  the  sonMtion  of  Mr.  Fobstth,  the  reso- 
lutioii  was  laid  upon  the  table  until  to-m«nnr. 


•  WxransDAT,  January  6. 

Trial  of  Judge  Peel. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  Senate  resolved  itself 
into  a  High  Court  of  Impeachment  The  man- 
agers of  uie  Honse  of  Bepreseatative^  and  the 
respondent  and  his  counsel,  having  taken  their 
seats, 

Mr.  MEBEniTH  opened  the  grounds  of  de- 
fence. The  honorable  manager,  who  hod  stated 
the  case  for  the  impeachment,  had  properly  ad- 
verted to  its  great  importance,  both  to  the  re- 
spondent and  the  community.  To  the  respon- 
dent personally,  it  was  undoubtedly  of  very- 
deep  Interest,  in  its  character  and  ite  conse- 
qumoes.  He  was  charged  with  the  exercise  of 


TWa/  of  Judge  Peek. 
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an  arbitrary,  oppreasive,  and  usurped  judicial 
power,  from  malicioas  motives,  to  the  great 
oisparagemeat  of  pnbUo  Justice,  and  to  the  snb- 
Tenion  ot  the  libeilieB  of  the  people  of  the 
tXnited  States.  "S  tUs  charge  were  sustained 
by  thu  honorable  ooort,  the  reqwndent  would 
be  doomed  to  meet  not  only  the  lasting  re- 
proaches of  bis  f^ow-oitizeas,  bat  the  grievous 
consequences  of  removal  from  office,  and,  at 
tiie  discretion  of  the  oourt,  sentenced  to  a  per- 
petual ostracism  from  the  oonfidence  and  hon- 
ors of  bis  country.  Considerations  of  this  kind 
entitled  him  to  the  most  serions,  calm,  and  dis- 
passionate deliberation  upon  his  case.  Other 
considerations  called  for  cool  and  candid  exam- 
ination. The  surest  safeguard  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people  was  to  be  ibuud  in  the  firm  and 
independent  administration  of  justice ;  and  it 
tMoame  them  to  look  to  the  safety  of  that  por- 
tal which  the  oonstitation  had  placed  around 
the  judicial  authority  of  the  conntry.  If  the 
doctrine  on  which  this  impeachment  had  been 
supported  were  snstunedf  qnestions  would  arise 
out  of  the  case  of  deep  ana  lasting  importance. 
Hia  duty  on  the  occasion  was  an  exceedingly 
aimple  one ;  it  was  within  prescribed  limits ; 
and  to  these  he  should  confine  himself.  He 
had  to  stf^  the  grounds  of  defence  on  which 
the  respondent  rehed,  with  the  evidence  to  sup- 
port that  defence.  The  transaotioa  which  had 
prodoced  this  impeachment  coiUd  be  told  in  a 
very  tew  worda.  The  reflDondent,  as  Judge  of 
file  IHstriet  Ooort  of  the  United  States  in  Kis- 
aonii,  had  pronounced  an  opinion  in  a  case  of 
very  great  importance,  and  bad  been  induced 
to  publish  that  opinion  in  one  of  the  news- 
pq>ers  of  that  country.    It  was  already  in 

Sroo^  and  would  more  fully  be  shown  in  evi- 
ence  hereafter,  tbat  the  o^ion  had  been  pub- 
lished not  only  at  the  reqWst  of  the  membera 
of  tiie  bar,  but  of  those  persons  generally  who 
were  interested  in  the  case.  One  of  the  coun- 
sel concerned  in  it  had  thought  proper  after- 
wards to  publish,  anonymoufly,  under  the  sig- 
nature of  "A  Citizen,"  not  a  fair  criticism  upon 
it^  but  a  bare  enumeration  of  what  he  termed 
the  erron  of  the  Court,  some  of  its  piinoipal 
errors  in  fact  and  ii^doctHne,  some  of  the  as- 
sumptioDs  of  tiie  Judge,  withoat  assigning  any 
reasons  to  sustain  the  dia^.  This  publlca- 
tifflDf  to  the  nund  of  tiie  respondent,  appeared 
to  be  a  gross  and  palpable  misrepresentation  of 
his  opinion,  calculated  to  bring  his  court  into 
dlsr^pect;  and  he  proceeded  to  attach  and 
punish  its  anthbr  for  the  contempt.  After  a 
patient  heudng  of  two  or  three  days;  after 
giving  to  the  counsel  of  the  author  every  op- 
portunity to  defend  him,  and  to  him  every  op- 
portuiuty  to  pni^  himself  of  all  intentional  dis- 
reqiect  to  the  court ;  after  the  peremptory  re- 
fhnl  of  Hr.  Lawless  to  answer  the  interrcwa- 
tories  {vopounded  to  him,  and  his  reasserl^u 
of  the  trutn  of  his  publication,  Judge  Peck  had 
sentenced  him  to  twenty-four  boars  imprison- 
ment and  to  a  suspension  from  practice  in  bis 
ooort  foe  oghteen  montlu.    "Bixe  this  the  re- 


spondent had  been  cbar^^d  with  a  hi^h  misde- 
meanor, and  with  the  vnlfal  and  malicious  ex- 
ercise of  an  arbitral;  and  oppressive  jadioial 
powor,  Ur.  21.  then  prooeeded  to  stfUe  the 
facts  and  evidence  by  which  the  respondent 
would  be  able  to  establiBh  the  positions,  that  a 
contempt  had  been  committed  by  Hr.  Lawless; 
that  the  oourt  possessed  a  legal  warrant  to  pun- 
ish him  for  the  contempt ;  and  that,  if  not,  the 
judge  was  influenced,  in  the  case,  by  a  sense  of 
official  obligation  and  duty,  and  not  by  the  wil- 
fbl,  malicioas,  and  arbitrary  motive  aad  inten- 
tion imputed  to  him  in  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment. He  gave  a  history  and  character  of  the 
land  claims,  and  the  transactions  out  of  which 
this  impeachment  bad  grown ;  the  arduous  and 
perilous  difficulties  which  the  respondent  had 
to  encounter  in  the  exercise  of  his  jurisdiction 
over  the  allied  concessions  ekdmed  under  the 
Spanish  authorities,  and  the  f^nds,  meditated 
and  ^prehended,  against  which  he  had  to 
guard.  He  described  the  case  of  Soulard,  which 
had  led  to  this  impeachment,  as  a  select  and 
test  cause,  and  said  that  it  required  no  pro- 
phetic spirit  in  the  Judge  to  foresee  the  dissatis- 
factioa  which  an  adverse  decision  would  pro- 
duce in  fdl  the  olumauts.  It  would  extingniah 
their  hopes,  as  long  as  the  decision  remained 
unrepealed,  or  the  court  unchecked.  Accord- 
ingly, general  dissatisfaction  and  dismay  on  the 
part  uf  suitors  ^d  ensue.  The  Judge  postponed 
the  enrolment  of  his  de(ffee  in  the  case,  to  en- 
able Ur.  Lawless  and  his  associate  counsel  to 
put  in  their  exceptions  to  it,  or  to  ftarnish  fur- 
ther argument  upon  it.  Tins  was  declined  by 
them.  The  Judge  published  bis  opinion.  The 
motives  for  its  pablication  were  summed  up  in 
his  answer  to  the  charge  in  the  article  of  im- 
peachment. He  perceived  that  such  publica- 
tions were  usual  both  in  England  and  America, 
and  saw  no  impropriety  in  the  practice.  On 
the  contrary,  the  branch  of  law  involved  in  the 
case  was  new ;  its  grounds  had  not  been  fully 
argued  at  the  bar,  and  it  was  proper  that  they 
should  be  fully  opened  for  the  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  counsel ;  it  was  right  that  thwr 
clients  shonld  see  the  reasoning  (u  the  court  on 
the  subject,  and,  if  satisfactory,  that  tliey  should 
be  saved  from  any  farther  expense.  It  was 
proper  tiiat  they  should  see  that  the  court  had 
not  hastily  and  inconsiderately  assumed  the 
principles  upon  which  the  opinion  was  founded, 
bat  that  it  had  conscientiously,  upon  facts  and 
arguments  which  it  could  not  resist,  come  to  its 
conclusion  in  the  case.  Upon  these  reasons, 
the  respondent  confidently  relied  for  the  justifi- 
cation of  the  publication  of  his  opinion.  Eight 
days  after,  it  was  followed  by  the  publication 
of  "A  Citizen,"  in  another  newspaper.  In  this, 
the  respondent  saw  a  gross  and  palpable  mis- 
representation, calculated  to  bring  ridicule  and 
contempt  noon  the  court,  to  provoke  the  re> 
sentment  (n  the  claimants  towards  the  Judge, 
and  to  break  down  the  court  by  the  force  of 
public  opinion.  Was  the  respondent  justified 
in  these  appr^enuons!  Notwithstanoing  the 
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gloss  pnt  upou  the  tubjeot  hy  the  comparison 
which  the  honorable  manager  (Mr.  HoDuffib) 
had  instatnted  between  the  opinion  of  the  Judge 
and  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless,  the  respon- 
dent r^ed  npon  a  candid  examination  and 
comparison  by  this  honorable  court. 

He  wonld  be  able  to  show,  bj  gentlemen  fa- 
miliar with  the  case,  that  he  was  bj  no  means 
singular  in  attribntiog  misrepresentation  to  the 
pablioation  of  *'A  (^tizen."  Men  of  intelli- 
gence, lawyers,  acqnunted  with  all  the  facts 
and  doctrines  of  the  case,  looking  with  a  single 
^e  to  see  whether  misrepreBeqtation  waa  to  be 
found  in  thepuUioation  or  not,  wonld  eatabliah 
the  fiut.  These  aame  witnesses  wonld  show 
the  effect  of  this  misrepresentation.  If  Mr. 
Lawless's  publication  could  be  considered  an 
accurate  representation  of  the  conclasions  to 
which  the  conrt  had  oome  in  that  case,  tfaej 
were  so  prepoeterona,  bo  absnrd,  that  noUung 
but  igoorance — an  ignorance  amounting,  to 
idiocy — nothing  bnt  downright  corr^tion, 
could  have  influenced  the  Judge.  The  effect  of 
the  misrepresentation  had  been  to  destroy  con- 
fidence in  the  conrt ;  the  disappointment  of  the 
cbumants  was  converted  into  hostility  to  the 
Judge ;  and  so  great  had  been  tiie  distrust  aqd 
dissatisfaction,  that  memorials  were  sent  to 
Congress,  the  object  of  which  was  to  deprive 
tine  court  of  its  jurlsdictim  over  tiie  claims,  and 
to  transfer  it  to  another  tribunal. 

If^  therefore,  the  respondent  saw,  or  this 
honorable  conrt  should  bdleve  tiiat  he  con- 
scientiously thought  he  saw,  an  evil  design  in 
the  author  of  the  publication,  what  course 
wonld  they  say  was  left  him  to  pursue  f  Pain- 
fUl  as  it  was,  there  was  bnt  one  course  for  him 
to  take ;  and  that  was  to  guard  the  saored  trust 
committed  to  his  charge,  and  to  punish  the 
contempt  as  he  had  punished  it  In  this,  Mr. 
M.  contended,  that  tne  respondent  had  been 
justified  by  immemorial  usage ;  by  the  inherent 
power  of  the  oonrta ;  by  a  power  wMoh^  al- 
though sometimes  questioned,  had  remained 
untoaohed  in  every  political  struggle  tiiat  had 
taken  place;  untouched  in  every  constitution 
that  had  been  adopted  in  the  oountiy.  It  was 
Justified  by  Amencan  precedents,  by  the  best 
lawyers  and  purest  pamots  that  ever  adorned 
the  bench.  It  would  be  shown,  in  dne  time, 
that  the  power  had  been  exercised  by  all  the 
State  courts;  by  the  highest  court  in  the 
Union ;  by  the  Orcuit  and  District  Courts  of 
the  United  States,  in  cases  far  more  doubtful 
than  this.  The  respondent  was  justified,  in 
treating  and  punishing  the  pablioation  as  a  con- 
tempt, not  only  by  the  statnte  and  common 
law,  but  by  the  law  universal,  by  precedent, 
by  the  decisions  of  all  the  courts  in  the  coun- 
try. But,  if  he  were  not  so  justified,  had  he 
been  governed  by  the  malicious  intention  im- 
puted to  him  in  this  impeachment,  what  motive 
could  he  have  had  ?  Henad  not  had  any  personal 
disagreement  with  Mr.  Lawless.  No  previous 
quarrel  had  occurred  between  them.  No  lurk- 
iikg  resentinent  existed.    All  their  measures 
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witli  each  other  had  been  of  a  perfectly  amies- 
ble  nature.  Was  a  malicious  motive  to  b9 
found  in  the  oharacterof  the  responduit?  It 
wonld  be  shown  that  he  was  mild,  conciliatory, 
tod  equable  in  temper ;  respectim  and  patient 
in  his  deportment  towards  all — to  the  members 
of  tiie  bfu-,  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  court, 
and  to  suitors.  Was  such  a  motive  to  be  in- 
ferred from  the  transaction  itself?  It  wonld 
be  proved,  not  by  tiiose  who  could  see  the 
transaction  only  in  colors  of  resentment;  not 
by  witnesses  who  were  hostile^  or  who  were 
present  in  court  oidy  at  intervals  while  the  case 
was  pending ;  but  by  calm,  dinnterestedf  and 
intelligent  witnesses,  who  were  {nnsent  dni^ig 
the  whole  or  greater  part  of  the  time,  that  the 
maimer  of  the  Judge  was  not  more  vehement 
than  it  usually  haa  been  when  his  mind  waa 
deeply  exercised  on  any  subject ;  that  it  was  as' 
mild  as  any  Jadge  who  bad  ever  graced  the 
bench ;  that  uie  language  he  used  on  the  occa- 
sion was  addressed  to  tbe  publication,  and  not 
to  its  author ;  and  that,  in  fact,  he  looked  be- 
yond Mr,  Lawless,  to  otber  and  higher  consid- 
erations, in  awarding  the  attachment  and  pun- 
ishment to  which  he  had  been  sentenced. 

rihis  is  but  "a  bird's^ye  view"  of  the 
speech  of  Mr.  M.] 

IUmbbbt  Wash,  Esq.,  a  Judge  of  the  Suiveme 
Court  of  Missouri,  was  then  called,  sworn,  and 
examined  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  respon- 
dent.  At  the  eonoluuon  of  his  testimony — 

The  court  adjourned  over  till  twelve,  and  the 
Senate  till  eleven  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


Tbusbdat,  January  6. 
TWaZ  Peel. 

After  the  tronsAion  of  some  minor  business, 
at  twelve  o'clock  the  Senate  again  resolved 
itself  into  a  High  Court  of  Impeachment. 

John  E.  Wjxxbb,  of  St.  Louis,  and  Mr. 
Pettis,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  were  called,  sworn,  and  examined  as  wit- 
nesses, in  behalf  of  the  respondent.  Then  ad- 
journed. . 

Fkdat,  Jaunary  7. 
Trial  iff  Judge  PMfc. 

The  Senate  ag^  resolved  itsdf  Into  a  Conrt 
of  Impeachment. 

J.  B.  C.  LuoAs,  W.  C.  Cabb,  and  Jnsa  S. 
LiNnsu.  were  called,  sworn,  and  examined  in 
b^ialf<n!  the  respondent.  Judge  Wash  was  re- 
examined in  part 

The  court  then  adjonmed  to  Monday. 

The  8en^  ordered  two  opinions  of  Judge 
Pbok  to  be  printed,  and  also  aqjonmed  to  Mon- 
day. 


Monday,  January  10. 
Trial  of  Judge  Ptek. 
After  dispo^g  of  petitions,  reaolntiimfl,  and 
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Home  private  bills,  &b  Senate  acain  resolved 
itself  into  a  High  Court  of  Impeadbmetit 

Tir,  Mbsbdith  apologized  for  the  absence  of 
ICr.  Wist,  oceauoned  by  indispontion. 

The  dwo^tiomi  of  Edward  Bates,  Joedt 
BsHT,  and  Samdkl  Mekbt,  in  behalf  of  the  re- 
^KHident,  were,  irith  the  exception  of  certain 
parte,  expm^ea  by  agreement,  and  ureeab^ 
to  a  dedmon  of  the  conrt,  received  and  read  as 
evidenee.  Jndge  Oabb  was  again  called  and 
fe-examined;  and  two  or  three  othw  witnesees 
gave  thmr  testimony.  The  whole  evidence  was 
dosed,  with  the  exception  <tf  rane  papera  in 
the  General  Land  Office. 


TvssDAT,  January  11. 

THoZ  ofjvdge  Peck. 

no  Senate  again  aat  a«  a  Ooort  of  Impeaoh- 
ment. 

The  flitting  was  otHiBiimed  in  the  prodnotion 
and  examination  of  doonmeatarv  evidence  and 
oral  testimony  in  the  case  of  Jndge  Peoe.  The 
honorable  Ur.  Bchton  was  called  to  prove  the 
correctness  of  certain  extract  translated  by 
him  from  a  Spanish  ordinance  into  English. 
Colonel  Lawless,  Mr.  Getbb,  and  one  or  two 
other  witnesses  were  re-ezamined.  Finidly,  at 
abont  fonr  o'clock,  it  was  annonnced  by  the 
managers  for  the  Hoose  and  the  connsel  for  the 
re^ndent,  that  the  evidence  was  dosed,  and 
that  they  wonld  proceed  with  the  argument  to- 
morrow. 

Adjoomed. 


Wednesday,  Jannaiy  12. 
Trial  of  Judge  Peel. 

The  Senate  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Court  of  Impeachment. 

In  coDseqnence  of  the  continued  indisposition 
of  Mr.  WiET,  Mr.  Tazewiix  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment of  the  conrt  till  to-morrow,  when  his 
physicians  thought  he  might  be  sumoiently  re- 
stfved  to  attend  the  trial. 

Tba  court  accordingly  adjourned. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Exeondve  business ;  and,  after  spending 
some  time  tiiereon,  adjourned. 


XffossDAT,  Junary  18. 

Trial  of  Jvdge  Peck. 

The  Senate  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Oonrt 
of  Impeacbtnent. 

The  Vice  President  presented  a  letter  from 
.one  of  the  physicians  of  Mr.  Wibt,  expressive 
of  the  opinion  that  he  could  not  at  present 
leave  his  room,  iritfaont  some  danger  of  a  re- 
fa^  at  a  more  important  cri^  in  the  pending 
trial,  and  that  by  Monday  be  would  be  entirely 
restored  to  health. 

On  motifm  of  Mr.  Suih,  of  lOrylsod,  the 


Court  acyonmed  to  meet  again  on  Monday 
next,  at  twelve  o'olook. 


MoiTDAT,  January  17. 
'  Trial  ef  Judge  Peck. 

A  message  was  received  tcom.  the  Honae  of 
Representatives,  annomunng  the  resolution  of 
that  House  to  attend  the  Senate,  from  day  to 
day,  daring  the  argument  in  the  impeachment 
now  pending  ag^nst  Jahes  H.  Fxcx,  District 
Judge  of  Missoari. 

The  Senate  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Sgh  Court  of  Impeachment. 

Judge  Oabb  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  was 
permitted  to  make  some  explanation  on  a  pdnt 
of  bis  former  testimony. 

Mr.  Spenoeb,  of  New  York,  a  manager  on  tiie 
part  of  the  Bi^nse  of  Representatives,  then  rose, 
and  addressed  a  veoy  learned  and  able  arga- 
ment  to  the  oonrt  in  satnwrt  t£  the  impmoh- 
ment.  Having  concluded  at  four  o'do^  the 
conrt  B^jonmed. 


.  TmsDAT,  Januazj  18. 

TWizZ  of  Judge  Peek. 

After  receiving  petitions,  resolutions,  and  re- 
ports of  oommitte^i,  the  Senate  ^ain  resolv^ 
itself  into  a  High  Court  of  Impeatmment. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFB,  one  of  the  managers  of  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives)  advanced  and  main- 
tained the  portions  tiiat  Judge  Peek  had  no 
legal  Jnrisdiction  over  the  poblioatioa  of  Mr. 
Lawless^  even  suppodng  it  to  have  been  a  oon- 
tempt,  for  which  he  imprisoned  and  suspended 
him ;  and  that,  in  truui,  that  publication  was 
no  contempt  at  all.  SCr.  W.  defended  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press  with  energy  and  zeal. 

Mr.  BucHAiTAN  and  Mr.  Stobbs  stated,  for 
the  information  of  the  counsel  of  the  respon- 
dent, who  will  to-morrow  commence  the  argu- 
ment in  his  defences  the  additional  authorities 
which  they  intended  to  produoe  in  support  aS 
the  impeachment 

The  court  and  Senate  then  Bloomed. 


Wbdnesdat,  January  19. 
•  THal  of  Judge  Feck. 

After  disposing  of  some  morning  bndness, 
the  Senate  resomed  the  impeachment 

Mr.  Mbbedith'  addressed  the  court  for  three 
hours,  in  defence  of  the  respmdmt 


Thubsdat,  January  20. 
THxl  ttf  Judge  Peel, 

The  Senate  spoit  the  principtd  part  of  to-day 
as  a  Conrt  of  ImpeaotmiHit. 

Mr.  Mebedith  continued  hia  argument  in  de> 
fence  of  the  xmpoaisai. 
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T^uDAt,  Janaary  31. 


Itnpeaeiment  SqMnm. 

The  Mil  making  proTirioa  fbr  the  pigment 
of  the  witnesses,  and  of  other  expenses  incurred 
in  tbe  trial  of  James  H.  Peck,  District  Judge  of 
the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Hiasoori, 
was  taken  up.  [The  bill  allows  each  witness 
four  doUan  per  day,  and  twenty  cents  mileage 
for  travelling  expenses.] 

Mr.  SiOTH,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  wit- 
nesses who  had  attended  the  trial  of  Jndge 
Chase,  had  been  allowed  hot  three  dollars  a 
day,  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  tnilea^.  He 
wished  to  know  the  reasons  which  had  mdnoed 
the  oomndttee  to  ineretae  t^e  oompeiuaU<m  of 
the  witneasea  and  the  ndleage  in  the  pnaent 
caae. 

Vi.  Tbkbuil  replied,  that  when  Judge  Ohaae 
was  tried,  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  was 
six  dollars:  -it  was  now  eight  dollars.  The 
committee  otmoeived  it  bat  just  to  fix  the  com* 
pensation  to  the  witnesses  at  one-half  (tif  that 
which  was  allowed  members. 

Hr.  GBCTin>T  said  that  another  consideration 
ahowed  the  propriety  of  the  increase.  These 
witnesses  had  come  from  a  mach  greater  dis- 
tance than  the  witnesses  in  the  case  of  Judge 
Chase.  Host  of  them  were  professional  men, 
and  bad,  by  timr  absence  from  home,  lost 
neariy  a  half  year'a  praoticA.  Be  ahmld  vote 
for- the  four  dollars,  and  would  have  Toted  fbr 
six  dollars  if  that  sura  had  been  in  the  biU. 

The  blank  iu  the  bill  was  filled  with  the  sum 
(tf  twelve  thousand  dollua  for  the  ezpenaea  of 
the  trial ;  and,  thus  amended,  it  was  engroaaed, 
read  a  third  time,  and-passed. 

Trial  <if  Judge  PecJf. 

The  Senate  then  again  resolved  itaelf  into  a 
High  Conrt  of  Impeachment 

Mr.  MBKBorrH  continued  bis  argument  for 
the  respcmdent  nntU  half  past  throe  o'dook, 
when  the  court  and  Senate  acljotimed. 


Sa.tcbiut,  January  23: 
THd  <if  Judge  Peck, 

The  Senate  having  ag^  resolved  itself  into 
a  Ooort  of  Impeachment 

Mr.  Mebxditq  concluded  his  Hrgnment  at 
twenty  minutes  past  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  Wist  then  rose  to  address  the  court  for 
the  respondent  He  regretted  that  he  had  been 
the  unwilling  cause  of  so  much  delay  in  the 
progreas  of  wis  trial,  and  thanked  the,  honora- 
ble court  for  the  humanity  of  the  indulgence 
which  they  had  extended  towards  him.  Bia 
filend  might  also  have  conanmed  much  more 
time,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  than  was  neces- 
sary; but  it  would  be  recollected  that  two- 
thirds  of  that  time  had  been  used  in  reading 
precedents  fVom  the  books.  In  a  ease  in  which 
the  respondent  was  so  deeply  oonoemed,  it 


would  be  a  dereliction  of  dnty  on  the  part  of 
his  oQunael,  if  they  were  to  relinquish  any  of 
the  ground  whuA  the  hworable  managers  had 
deemed  material  to  their  argnment :  and  time 
had  probably  been  aaved  by  the  reading  of  the 
books  which  had  been  produced  by  his  col- 
league. It  would  not  be  neoeasary'  to  read 
them  again.  He  should  content  himself  with 
bestowing  upon  them  a  few  passing  remarks 
when  he  should  oome  to  the  cases  which  they 
presented.  Some  topics  which  had,  he  could 
not  but  presume,  been  introduced  for  effect,  it 
would  be  neoeasary  for  him  to  notice.  In  doing 
BO,  he  begged  to  be  understood  as  treating  the 
honorable  managers  with  every  possible  re- 
spect. He  knew  the  anoiahle,  upright,  and 
MiU^tened  qnalities  which  ad«ned  thtto. 
Whirtew  they  had  deemed  of  importance^  he 
eonid  not  be  so  presamptDoua  as  to  pass  by  on- 
regarded.  It  bu  been  stated  that  the  Eonae 
of  Representatives,  by  a  large  maj<»dty,  in 
which  party  had  no  share,  had  voted  this  Im- 
peachment What  was  the  object  of  this  re- 
mark? Why  was  It  introduced  here!  Could  it 
enter  into  tiie  consideration  of  this  honorable 
court,  whether  the  House  of  Bepresentatires 
had  been  hasty  or  not ;  whether  party  had  in- 
flnenoed  them  in  the  vote  which  they  gave  for 
this  impeachment?  Would  it  be  decorous  in 
the  respondent  or  in  those  who  were  owmect- 
ed  with  him,  to  impeach  their  proceedincat 
He  knew  too  well  hia  dnty  to  that  honoraUo 
House,  to  tUa  htmoraUe  oonrt,  and  to  hia  hnin- 
ble  seli^  to  step  so  fitf  out  of  his  way  aa  to  qnes- 
ti<m  the  motives  for  this  impeachment  Tbe 
House  of  Representatives  were  the  ^;rand  in- 
quest of  the  natjon.  Their  article  of  unpeaob- 
ment  agunst  Judge  Peck  was  the  finding  of  the 

Cd  jury.  -Would  it  be  proper,  in  a  case  be- 
a  petit  jnry,  for  oonnsel  to  appeal  to  the 
proceedinxs  of  the  grand  jniy ;  to  say  that  they 
had,  by  alai^  minority  uninfluenced  by  party 
spirit,  found  a  bill  of  indictment  ?  Would  not 
the  court,  in  that  case,  atop  counsel,  and  say  to 
him,  sir,  we  have  nothing  to  do  wiui  the  grand 
jury,  or  ita  motiTea;  we  are  to  try  this  case 
vpon  ita  merita,  without  ref^race  to  what  Msa- 
eainthegrandjn^onthesnl^eotl  Thennd- 
ing  of  the  grand  inquest  is  rimply  the  accnsa- 
tion.  The  honorable  Honse  had  not  come  hero 
to  sacrifice  a  victim  whom  they  had  fore- 
doomed to  destruction.  They  had  done  noth- 
ing more  than  to  declare  that  the  offence  with 
which  the  respondent  had  been  charged,  was 
worthy  of  a  trial.  The  respondent  was  not 
there,  before  the  honorable  House,  upon  his 
trial  They  had  sent  him  here  to  be  tried. 
What  was  th»  fhndunental  fcatnre  of  a  trial  <rf 
that  sort!  It  was,  that  the  aconaed  was  {re- 
sumed to  be  innoomt  until  be  bad  been  found 
gailty.  Bat,  ifthe  remark  ofwhiebhe  was  now 
complaining  were  to  have  weight,  that  princi- 
ple would  be  reversed.  The  accused  was  to  be 
presumed  to  be  gailty  jmiH  proved  to  be  inno- 
cent Be  hoped  to  hear  no  more  of  the  m^or- 
ity,  or  the  motive  hj  which  this  impeachment 
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Jasuaxt,  1881.] 


Trial  of  Jadga  Ptei. 


[Ssiun 


had  been  iustitoted  by  the  honorable  Hooae. 
Ee  otmadered  sach  remarks  improper.  The 
respondent  stood  here  nnknown,  almost  alone, 
a  Btraoger  from  the  western  wilds,  to  brMSt 
the  storm  of  this  impeachment.  He  trnstea  to 
this  honorable  court  for  a  fair  trial,  and  relied 
upon  the  correotoess,  and  innooence,  and  parity, 
of  hia  own  oondoot,  for  an  honorable  aoqaittal. 
He  woold  be  tried  by  tiie  simple,  naked  facts 
and  prindpleB  ot  tiie  ease,  and  not  bj  the  dra- 
matto  exhibition  of  fuutod  analoglee  which  tikey 
had  witnessed.  Was  the  re.«pondent  to  be  in- 
volved in  the  turpitude  of  all  the  wicked  judges 
of  England ;  in  toe  guilt  of  the  unsparing  Jef- 
freys, the  tumultuous  Scroggs,  and  tiie  tyrant 
Bromley  t  He  trusted  not :  be  hc^ed  that  he 
would  be  tried  upon  his  own  merits  alone.  He 
admonished  the  honorable  managers,  that  some- 
thing was  continaally  occurring  to  remind  us 
of  the  infinnity  of  human  reason  contending 
against  human  prejudice.  This  mast  teach 
charity  to  alL  He  apprehended  tiie  existence 
of  some  extraordinary  pr^odioe  which  had  in- 
ftiMHwd  and  Inflamed  the  spirit  of  this  prosecu- 
tion. He,  too,  might  be  the  victim  of  preju- 
dice ;  of  tiiat  friendship  which  a  elose  intimacy 
lud  prodnced  with  the  respondent.  He  admit- 
ted an  equality  of  infirmity  with  the  honorable 
managers.  This  honorable  court  would  decide 
between  them.  To  what  other  cause  than  pr^- 
ndice  eould  he  impute  the  language  in  which 
the  respondent  had  been  held  up  as  a  Ju^cial 
tyrant,  a  petty  provincial  judge,  a  monster 
walking  over  die  fallen  bodies  of  the  constitu- 
tion ana  laws  of  his  eoontirl  This  picture  of 
wiokedneaa  and  horror  had  been  sent  as  £&r  as 
the  preas  coiild  range ;  as  far  as  the  wings  of 
gemns  and  doqnenoe  ooold  send  it  Many  a 
uther  in  tiw  remote  puts  of  the  oonntry  had 
read  this  aoeonnt  whn  feelings  of  abhorrence. 
With  the  paper  in  hia  hand,  he  bad  probably 
flaid  to  hia  son — see,  what  a  moneler  is  now 
before  the  Senate  of  the  Umted  States!  If 
yonr  country  should  ever  elevate  you  to  public 
station,  never  become  such  a  monster  as  this 
Peck.   He  may  no  doubt  have  had  respectable 

Earents;  he  may  once  have  been  respectable 
ims^ ;  but  see  what  a  monster  of  crime,  of 
diame,  and  of  ignominy,  he  has  now  become  I 
How  long  would  it  not  be  before  this  cruel  er- 
ror oould  be  oorrected ;  before  it  would  be  seen, 
upon  the  tes&nony  of  the  most  re^teotable  gen- 
tiemen,  that  thia  monster  was  cme  of  the  most 
nuM,  patient^  kii^  and  courteous  of  human 
iMings :  so  amiable,  that  in  the  language  of  one 
of  tiie  witnesses,  he  was  dear  to  all  who  knew 
him.   He  could  not  help  ascribing  the  terrible 

Sictnre  which  had  been  drawn  of  the  respon- 
ent,  to  some  unaccountable  prejudice.  He 
adverted  to  other  topics,  of  which  the  honora- 
ble manasers  appeared  to  him  to  have  taken  a 
discolored  and  distorted  view. 

The  respondent  had  been  represented  as  an 
enemy  to  the  freedom  of  the  press;  a  principle 
saored  to  aU.  He  was  repiesented  to  have 
soofibd  at  it    Tbia  judicial  monster  was  de- 


scribed as  having  walked  over  the  prostrate  lib- 
erty of  the  press,  and  as  having  attempted  to 
sneer  and  snarl  it  out  of  existence.  Where  had 
he  sud  this  of  iti  Where  had  he  uttered  one 
sentiment  of  disrespect  towards  the  liberty  of 
the  press)  Not  here,  certainly.  But  be  had 
done  so  in  bis  defence  before  the  House  of  Bep- 
reseutativea,  which  had  been  introduced  as 
evidence  hen,  for  tiie  purpose  <rf  estabUshlng 
this  charge  against  the  reapmdent  Look  at 
that  defence,  and  see  whether  he  has  treated  the 
liberty  of  the  press  with  contempt  "  It  is  sdd, 
that  in  pnnishing  this  publication  as  a  contempt, 
the  judge  has  invaded  the  liberty  of  the  press." 
What  is  the  liberty  oi  the  press?  And  in  what 
does  it  conaist?  Does  it  consist  in  a  right  to 
vilify  the  tribunals  of  the  country,  and  to  bring 
them  into  contempt,  by  gross  and  wanton  mis- 
representations of  their  proceedings!  Does  it 
consist  in  a  right  to  obstmct  and  corrupt  the 
streams  of  justice,  by  poisoning  the  public  mind 
with  r^ard  to  causes  In  these  bibmials,  before 
they  are  heard}  Is  t^is  a  oorroot  idea  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press?  If  so,  tiie  defiuner  baa  a 
charter  as  free  as  the  winds,  provided  he  resort 
to  the  press  for  the  propagation  d  his  slandv; 
apd,  under  the  prostitnted  sanction  of  the  liber- 
ty of  the  prMS,  noary  age  and  virgin  innocence 
lie  at  his  mercy.  This  is  not  the  idea  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press  which  prevuls  in  courts  of 
jnstice,  or  which  exists  in  any  sober  or  well- 
regulated  mind.  The  liberty  of  the  press  is 
among  the  greatest  of  blessings^  civil  and  politi- 
cal, so  long  as  it  is  directed  to  it«  proper  object, 
that  of  disseminating  correct  and  useftil  infor- 
m^on  among  the  people.  But  this  greatest  of 
Uesrings  may  become  the  greatest  of  cnrses,  if 
it  shall  be  permitted  tobnrstits  proper  barriers. 
The  river  iDsri^ppi  is  a  blessing  to  the  coun- 
try through  which  It  flows,  so  long  as  it  ke^ 
within  its  banks ;  but  it  becomes  a  scoui^  and 
a  destroyer  when  it  breaks  them.  The  liber- 
ty of  the  press  has  always  been  the  favorite 
watchword  of  those  who  live  by  its  licentious- 
ness. It  has  been,  from  time  immemorial,  is 
still,  and  ever  will  be,  the  perpetual  dtcantatum 
on  the  lips  of  all  litwUers.  Oswald  attempted 
to  screen  himself  under  its  i^is,  in  the  case 
which  has  been  cited  fivm  the  Ist  Dallas.  But 
the  attempt  was  in  vain.  The  court  taught 
him  the  difference  between  the  liberty  of  the 

Sress  and  tiie  licentiousness  of  the  press ;  and, 
I  his  ftirther  attempt  to  raise  an  impeaohment 
urunst  the  judges  for  that  sentence,  the  House 
of  Delegates  confirmed  the  wholesome  lesson. 
If,  indeed,  the  liberty  of  the  press  was  a  pano- 
ply broad  enoogh  to  cover  every  thing  done  in 
its  name,  nothing  in  the  form  of  a  publication 
could  ever  have  oeen  punished  as  a  contempt 
of  court  Jn  all  the  reported  cases,  in  which 
those  publishers  have  been  called  to  answer  for 
a  contempt,  wherever  the  defence  has  appeared 
in  the  report,  it  is  the  liberty  of  the  press  which 
is  the  perpetual  theme.  It  is  unifonnly  claimed 
to  be  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  question  the 
acta  of  all  public  men,  and  the  changes  are  con- 
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tinnolly  rang  on  that  great  palladinm  of  hnman 
rights  and  human  happiness — ^tfae  liberty  of  the 
press ;  as  if  hnman  rights  and  human  happiness 
ooold  be  promoted  by  the  prostration  and  de- 
stmctioQ  of  courts  of  justice,  or  by  poisoning 
their  streams  in  the  fountdn  head.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  pursue  this  sobject.  The  Judge 
has  never  pretended  tiiat  his  opinims  are  ntit 
to  be  qnestioiied.  He  insists,  howerer,  that 
die^  are  to  be  qnestioned  only  aoeording  to  the 
laws  of  the  land.  One  mode  of  qnestaonti^ 
them,  under  these  laws,  is  by  appeal  tb  a  supe- 
rior court ;  and,  after  the  subject-matter  shall 
have  been  finuly  decided,  another  mode  of 
questioning  them  is,  by  respectful  discussioD, 
either  in  the  pnblio  prints  or  elsewhere.  In 
the  present  case,  the  nrst  mode  of  questioning 
the  opinion,  that  by  appeal,  had  been  resorted 
to.  For  the  second  mode,  that  of  respectful 
discussion,  the  case  was  not  ready,  because  the 
su^ect-matter  had  not  been  distx^d  of  finally ; 
and  even  if  it  had  been,  it  has  been  shown  that 
there  was  no  semblance  of  IhTest^otion  in  this 
article ;  no  pretence  of  diacusrion  of  any  kind. 
It  was  sheer  misrepresentation ;  and  it  does  not 
follow,  that,  because  an  opinion  of  a  court  may 
be  ret^iectrolly  discussed,  it  may,  therefore,  lie 
misrepresented ;  much  less,  that  it  may  be  so 
misrepresented  as  not  only  to  imp^r  the  confi- 
dence of  the  pnblio  in  the  dignity,  intelligence, 
and  parity  of  the  tribunal,  but  to  render  both 
the  judge  and  the  court  objects  of  universal 
contempt,  soom,  and  ridicule ;  and  least  of  all, 
that,  in  doing  this,  a  strong  prejudice  shall  also 
be  infhsed  Into  the  public  mmd  with  regard  to 
causes  still  pending  in  .  the  coort.  Was  this 
(demanded  su.  Wirt)  a  sneer  at  the  libert?  of 
the  press?  Was  there  here  any  snarl  at  the 
liberty  of  the  press  t  Was  the  declaration,  that 
it  wastiie  greatest  of  human  blessings,  confined 
to  the  disMmination  of  truth  and  intelligence . 
among  the  people,  an  attempt  to  bring  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press  into  contempt)  Was  not  the , 
doctrine  here  laid  down  by  the  Judge  the  sound 
doctrine  concerning  the  liberty  of  the  press? 
And  would  it  not  meet  the  approbation  of  all, 
except  the  libeller!  To  be  usefiil,  the  liberty 
of  the  press  must  be  restruned.  The  principle 
of  restraint  was  impressed  upon  every  part  of 
creation.  By  restrunt  the  planets  were  kept 
in  th^  orbita.  The  earth  peribnned  its  regu- 
lar evolntions  by  the  restraint  of  the  oentriAigal 
force  operating  upon  it.  The  vine  would  shoot 
into  rank  Inxurianee,  if  not  under  tiie  restnunt 
of  the  laws  of  nature,  by  which  every  thing 
was  preserved  within  its  proper  bounds.  Was 
not  every  thing  on  earth  impressed  with  this 
principle?  and  was  not  the  liberty  of  the  press 
to  be  restrained  to  the  performance  of  its  right- 
ful functions  of  propagating  truth  for  just  ends  ? 
It  was  not  always  those  who  were  loudest  in 
their  clamors  for  the  liberty  of  the  press,  who 
were  its  best  Mends.  There  be  those  who, 
when  they  hear  those  bursts  of  genius  and  elo- 
quence upon  the  liberty  of  the  press,  could  say, 
like  poor  OordeUar— 


"  Unhappy  that  I  un,  I  cannot  heave 

heart  into  my  month ;  I  love  year  Iffjeaty 

According  to  my  bond ;  nor  more,  nor  leas." 

He  thought  there  had  been  no  occasion  for 
the  remark  which  had  been  made  on  this  sub- 
ject. Judge  Peck  loved  the  liberty  of  the  preaS 
with  as  much  purity  as  those  who  had  been  so 
lond  in  its  pridses.  If  he'  had,  in  tiie  com- 
mencement of  this  trial,  been  subjected  to  a 
commentary  so  severe,  what  might  not  be  e^ 
pected  in  its  seqndl  It  bad  been  charged  upon 
tiie  respondent,  that  he  had  dared  to  attempt  to 
bay  off  tibis  impeachment  by  an  intimation  that 
he  was  entitied  to  consideration  and  exemption, 
because  he  had  decided  the  case  of  Sotdftrd  in 
favor  of  the  United  States.  It  had  been  allied 
that  he  had  tried  to  buy  off  the  House  of 
resentatives  by  dirty  acres.  If  he  had  done 
80,  he  was  a  vile  and  degraded  man,  and  he 
would  add,  one  of  the  most  consnmmate  foots 
that  ever  sat  upon  the  bench.  But  where  had 
he  said  this?  At  the  close  of  his-  defence,  be 
(Jndge  Peck)  observed,  "that,  in  this  proceed- 
ing, he  was  aotnated  by  a  sense  of  official  duty. 
He  con^dered  it  his  dnty  to  sustun  the  dignity 
and  anthority  of.  the  court  over  which  he  haa 
been  appointed  to  preside :  ha  considered  it  dne 
to  the  Government  which  he  represented ;  dne 
to  the  tribuntd,  and  due  to  the  suitors  whose 
rights  were  committed  to  its  protection,  to 
punish  this  contempt  as  he  did  punish  it.  He 
did  consider  himself  and  does  still  consider 
himself  as  sustained,  at  every  step,  by  the 
highest  authority.  He  believed  it,  conscien- 
tiously, to  be  his  solemn  and  imperioos  doty  to 
make  the  example  which  he  md  make,  more 
especially  in  relation  to  the  eonntry  in  vhidi 
he  hdds  his  eonrtxL  and  the  nature  of  the  claims 
which  he  was  called  npon  to  adjudicate,  and 
which  had  produced  this  a^tation.  If,  in  so 
doing,  he  has  erred,  he  has  erred  in  company 
with  jodicial  characters  with  whom  any  judge 
may  be  prond  to  associate ;  and  he  has  yet  to 
learn  that  such  an  error  would  be  a  high  mis- 
demeanor in  the  sense  of  the  Oonstitntion  of  the 
United  States.  Judge  Peck  is  perfectiy  aware 
of  the  purposes  to  t>e  answered  by  his  removal, 
and  is,  therefore^  not  at  aU  surprised  at  the  per- 
tinacity with  which  it  has  been  sought  for  the 
last  four  years.  Whether  these  purposes  are 
such  as  the  intereets  of  the  United  States  call 
upon  them  to  oonntenance,  by  ordering  ftirther 
proceedings  in  this  ease,  is  a  qaestion  for 
others,  not  for  Judge  Peck.  Oonndent  he 
that,  if  he  had  been  made  of  more  pUant  mate- 
rials,  and  oould  have  reooociled  it  to  himself  to 
consult  his  repose,  rather  than  his  sense  of  duty, 
the  House  would  not  have  been  troubled  with 
this  inquiry."  Was  thi^  sir,  a  proposition  to 
buy  off  impeachment?  Was  this  the  language 
of  a  man  crouching  under  the  charge  which  had 
been  alleged  agtunst  him?  There  was  no  at- 
tempt, here,  to  screen  hims^  by  a  bribe;  by 
an  appeal  to  the  Intoreeta  <rf  the  honorabls 
House  of  Beraesentativee.  It  was  the  langtiage 
of  a  man  indignantly  aasertlDg  hia  iimoeeno^- 
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and  turning  npon  hia  aecoser.  It  was  no  at- 
tempt to  baj  off  pmiishment.  Let  candid  and 
honorable  men  read  and  decide  for  themselves. 
There  was  another  oircomstanoe  whidi  he  felt 
himself  called  apon  to  notice  with  nnspeakable 
r^ret.  He  had  heard  of  it  with  pain,  while 
oonfined  to  his  bed.  The  re^ndent,  held  up, 
aa  he  had  been,  before  these  crowded  galleries, 
and  thia  assembled  mnltitade,  as  a  judicial  mon- 
ster; a  pettj  iHTDviadal  fyrant;  thus  carioa- 
tuM,  en^aled  and  wnolfied,  beiitm  this  nation, 
vith  these  laoerated  feeUngs,  having  ocoanon 
to  apeak  to  a  point  of  evidence,  he  had  betrayed 
an  emotion  with  his  tarembling  hand;  a  tear 
had  started  from  his  eye.  Was  it  wonderfal 
that  the  rwpondent,  innocent  and  ample-heart- 
ed as  a  child,  viih  his  repatadon  at  hazard; 
with  an  aged  parent,  whose  gray  hairs  he  did 
not  wish  to  send  down  to  tlie  grave  with  sor- 
row, shoold  hare  thns  betrayed  his  feelings  on 
the  ooeasion  f  Yet,  an  honorable  manager  QSi. 
Wiokzitfe)  had  represented  him  as  sheduing 
feigned  tears,  crocodile  tears,  before  this  assem- 
bly and  this  nati(nu  Did  the  honorable  man- 
ager lewdlecfc  the  prosecQtton  of  Bit  Walter 
Baleigfal^Kr  Edward  Ooke?  Did  he  remem- 
ber tab  amrit  in  which  that  praeeonlion  had 
been  oondnoted?  Did  he  recollect  that  Sir 
Edward  Coke  had  stigmatized  that  gallant  sol- 
dier aa  a  Bidder  of  heU?  Let  me  aw  the  hon- 
oraUe  manager  which  character  he  would  rather 
bear  with  posterity — that  of  Sir  Walter  Kaleigh 
or  Bir  Edward  Ooke?  He  htti  the  pleasure  of 
a  personal  acqmuntance  with  the  honorable 
manager;  he  well  knew  that  nnkindness  and 
barbarity  were  far  removed  from  his  heart. 
What,  then,  bnt  some  onaoconntable  OT^adice 
oooU  liave  indnoed  these  lemarkaV  They  had 
cme  to  the  wwld.  It  woold  be  a  long  time 
before  tbis  trial  would  go  before  the  world,  to 
oomet  the  impreaBioiu  which  the  representa- 
tlms  of  hontwable  managers  had  mad6.  He 
bad,  thmAm^  been  anzions  to  show  that  the 
reqpiHMlent  was  not  the  jodioial  monster  that 
he  was  charged  with  bemg;  tiiat  be  bad  not 
TK^ated  the  liberty  of  the  press;  that  he  bad 
not  attempted  to  bay  off  this  impeachment ;  that 
he  was  amiable,  patient,  and  forbearing,  both 
as  a  man  and  a  j^dge,  and  that  the  epithets 
wplied  to  him  had  bwn  the  effect  of  pruadioe, 
«  heated  and  perverted  imaginatiiHU,  having 
no  foDDdatiMk  in  fact 

Mr.  Wm  was  iwooeeding  to  coauider  the 
meritKtf  the  ease;  when  at  the  soggestiMiof 
Hr.  WnanB,  tlie  ooort  a^oonied. 


KoHDAT,  January  S4. 

THoZ  o/Jiidge  Peek. 

The  Senate  having  t^ain  resolved  itself  into 
a  Goort  of  Impeachment, 

Hr.  KoDumz  said,  that  in  oonseqnence  of  a 
remark  of  Ifr.  Wm  yesterday,  he  felt  himsdf 
eaUed  npon  to  ai^,  in  8nlwtam»,  that  the  pnh- 
linatifln  of  his  remark^  in  opening  the  ease 


[Ssajira, 

against  Jadce  Peck,  had  been  made  vrithont  his 
aothority ;  that  the  report  of  these  remarks  most 
have  appeared  evidently  imperfect,  though 
probably  as  perfect  as,  nnderthe  cironmstances, 
it  ooald  have  been:  and  that,  if  he  had  been 
oonsnlted,  be  dionld  have  advised  against  the 
publication. 

Hr.  WiBT  acceded  to  the  correctness  of  these 
suggestions,  and  appeared  to  do  so  the  more 
readily  fVom  the  fact  that  he  had  seen  his  own 
remarks,  made  on  Saturday,  published  this 
morning,  without  hia  liavittg  Men  oonsnlted  on 
the  subject.  He  added,  tiiat  he  was  sore  tiiat 
nothing  had  been  said  by  the  honorable  man- 
ager in  his  opening  speech,  of  the  trnth  of  wUoh 
he  Iiad  not  been  entirely  aatlBfied. 


Tctbdat,  January  86. 

Trial  <if  Judge  Peek. 

The  Senate  i^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Court  of  Impeachment. 

Hr.  Wirt  occupied  four  boqrs  in  concluding 
his  speech  for  the  respondent.  Wit,  sarcasm, 
searching  argoment,  and  impressive  eloquence, 
poured  forth  in  streams,  riveted  the  attentitm 
and  elicited  the  admiration  of  a  crowded  Senate- 
room  and  crowded  galleries  daring  that  long 
space  of  time.  Whatever  might  be  the  fate  <x 
the  respondent,  said  the  grac^nil  orator,  in  sub- 
dued and  almost  exhaosted  tones;  whether 
convicted  or  acquitted,  be  should  always  bo 
proud  to  take  him  by  the  hand  as  that  noblest 
of  GK>d'8  works,  an  honkst  man,  and  to  call 

bim  TTia  FKIXHD. 

The  eonrt  and  Senate  then  acy'oumed. 


Wednzsdat,  January  29. 
Triai  <^  Jvdgt  Peek. 
Hr.  Stobxs  addressed  the  Court  in  support  <A 
the  impeachment  He  maintained  the  position, 
that  no  free  citizen  could  be  punished  by  the 
summary  process  oi  attachment  for  a  libel  or 
contempt  against  any  court  in  a  cause  not  pend- 
ing in  uiat  court ;  that  such  a  power  had  never 
b^n  exercised,  even  by  the  courts  of  England ; 
that  the  charge  against  Judge  Peck  was  not 
so  much  for  sospending  Ur.  lawless,  as  an  at- 
torney, from  practice  in  bis  conr^  but  fbr  im- 
prisomng  him,  and  deriving  bim  of  his  liberty 
as  a  ei&^b.  vithont  indictment  and  trial  by 
jury ;  that  libda  w  contempts,  for  canses  not 
pen^g  in  court,  were  misdemeanors,  which 
oould  only  be  punished  by  indictment  and  trial, 
and  that  the  conduct  of  Judge  Peck  tended  to 
break  down  all  ^e  securities  and  guards  which 
the  law  had  reused  for  the  protection  of  tbo 
libOTties  of  the  American  people. 
Before  he  oondnded,  the  court  a^oumed. 

THUBn>AT,  January  27. 

ISr.  CkATTON,  fnmi  tilie  committee  {^pointed 
to  investigate  the  present  condition  of  uie  Post 
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Office  Department,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, observing  that  the  committee  were  unani- 
mously of  the  opinion,  that  in  order  to  prose- 
cute that  investigation  wim  effect,  it  was  ne- 
oessarj  that  they  should  be  empowered  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers : 

Retoloed,  That  the  Select  Oommittee  appointed  to 
examioe  and  report  the  present  condition  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  have  power  to  send  for  per> 
sons  and  papers. 

Ur.  Gi^TTON  moved  the  second  reading  and 
adoption  of  the  resolution  at  this  time ;  but  this 
motion  requiring  the  unanimous  assent  of  the 
Swate  for  its  passage,  and  Hr.  Bbnton  object- 
ing to  it,  the  resolation  lies  on  the  table  one 


r.  LmSGSTOH  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  nnaaoe  be  in- 
Btnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
fiirther  protirion  fbr  the  lapport  of  AlHcans  cap- 
tured by  vessels  of  the  Uidted  States^  and  braiq^t 
into  the  United  States. 

Trial  of  Judge  Peck. 

The  Senate  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Oourt  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  Stores  concluded  his  argument  in  support 
of  the  impeachment.  Its  sequel  was  pecnliarly 
impressive  and  eloqnent.  One  sentunent  ut- 
tered by  the  honorable  manager  is  especially 
worthy  of  rec<»d.  He  said  the  best  support 
of  thejod^aiy  was  to  be  found  Intheaflwbons 
of  the  people.  The  people  wonld  be  tme  to 
the  jodlclary  as  long  as  they  were  true  to  them- 
selves.  The  Judiciary  would  find  |)rotection 
with  the  people,  and  in  their  I^slatire  halls, 
until  they  shonm  become  so  debased  as  to  be 
unworthy  of  protection.  It  was  not  by  the 
usurpation  of  an  unlawful  and  tyrannical  power, 
nor  by  the  exercise  of  an  unlaw  fol  jnrisdiction, 
that  dtey  ooold  expect  their  independence  to 
be  respected  or  preserved ;  and  he  seemed  to 
press  this  point  so  far  as  to  think  that  the 
oharaoter,  ntility,  and  fate  of  the  Judicial  branch 
of  the  OoTemment  depended  upon  the  dednon 
(tf  this  oase. 

The  court  and  Senate  a^oomed. 


E^AT,  January  28. 

The  resolntions  snbmittdd  yeaterds^  Mr. 
OuTTON,  and  Mr.  LinNoaiON,  were  sOTeraUy 
taken  up  and  adopted. 

Trial  of  Judgt  Peek. 

The  Senate  ag^  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Oourt  of  Impe^hment. 

Mr.  WiBT,  with  ptfmiadon,  expired  a  ro- 
mark  which  he  was  understood  to  have  made 
towards  tiie  oondunon  of  his  argument  in  &vor 
of  the  respondent. 

Mr.  Buchanan  then  rose,  and  addressed  the 
court  in  an  able  argument  in  support  of  the 
Impeaohmuit.  He  declared,  that  the  usarpa- 


tion  of  an  authority  not  legally  possessed  1^  a 
judge,  for  the  manifest  abuse.of  a  power  rudly 
^ven.  was  a  misbehavior  in  the  sense  of  the 
constitution,  for  which  he  should  be  disndssed 
from  office.  He  oontended,  that  the  conduct  <tf 
Judge  Peck,  in  the  ease  of  llr.  Lawleea,  was  in 
ezpreaa  viwatioa  of  Ihe  constltnti(Hi  and  the 
laws  the  land,  that  the  circumstances  d  (hat 
case  were  am^ly  snffldent  to  ahow  a  oimioal 
intention  on  his  part  in  the  summary  punish- 
ment of  Mr.  Lawless;  that,  in  order  to  prove 
the  criminality  of  his  intention,  it  was  not  oo- 
oessary  to  demonstrate  an  actually  malicious 
action,  or  a  lurking  revenge ;  that  the  infliction 
upon  Mr.  Lawless  of  a  summary  and  cr<a»\  pnn- 
if^ment,  for  having  written  an  artide  decorous 
in  its  language,  was  itself  sufficient  to  prove  the 
badness  of  the  motive ;  that  the  oonsequenoea 
of  the  Judge's  actions  wa«  indicative  of  his  in- 
tentions; that  our  courts  had  no  ri^t  to  pun* 
ish,  as  for  contempts,  in  a  summary  mode^ 
libels,  even  in  pendmg  causes;  and  that,  if  h« 
succeeded,  as  he'lwlieTed  he  should.  In  eitd>- 
lishing  these  positions,  he  i&onld  oniddar  that 
he  had  a  right  to  demand  the  judgment  of  the 
oourt  against  the  respondent.  The  bonwaUe 
manager  eontiuued  to  address  the  court  far 
three  hours  and  a  quarter;  and  finding  that  he 
could  not  conclude  nis  argument  at  this  sittmgf 
the  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Batobdat,  Januaiy  S9. 
Tri«A^  Judge  Peek. 

The  Senate  then  agun  resdved  itself  into  e 
Oonrt  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  BcoHAVAS  concluded  his  argument  in 
support  of  the  impeachment  He  took  the  far- 
ther portion,  that  the  publication  of  Mr.  Law- 
less, under  the  signature  (tf  "  A  Oitizen,"  could 
not,  in  a  trial  upon  an  indictment  fbr  libel,  be 
established  to  be  libellous,  according  to  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  land ;  that  the  paper 
was,  on  its  face,  perfectly  harmless  in  itself ; 
and  that,  so  far  as  it  went  it  was  not  an  unfair 
reiHresentation  ni  the  opinion  of  Judge  Feck. 
The  honorable  manage  critically  and  l^ally 
analyzed  the  nine  last  spedficatiou  in  the  pnl^ 
lication,  to  establish  these  pointo.  He  then 
proceeded  to  sum  up  and  descant  upon  the  tea- 
timony  prodnoed  in  the  case  before  the  Oourt 
(^Impeachment,  in  order  to  show  the  arbitrary 
and  cruel  conduct  of  Judge  Peck ;  and,  in  a 
peroration,  marked  by  its  ardent  eloquence,  he 
declared,  that  if  this  man  escaped,  the  dedara- 
tion  of  a  distinguished  politician  of  this  country, 
that  the  power  of  impeachment  was  but  the 
scarecrow  <^  the  constitutioD,  would  be  fuUy 
verified ;  that  when  this  trial  commenced,  he 
recoiled  with  horror  from  the  idea  ci  limitio^ 
and  rendering  precarious  and  d^>endent^  the 
tenure  of  the  ju(U<»al  office,  but  that  the  acquittal 
of  the  respondent  would  reconcile  him  to  that 
evil,  as  one  less  than  a  hopeless  and  remediless 
submission  to  Judicial  usurpation  and  tjrannj. 
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at  least  bo  feras  rejected  the  in&rior  coarta, 
God  fortnd  thai  the  limitation  eihoald  ever  be 
extended  to  the  Sopreme  Court  1  Meroy  to  the 
respondent  wonld  be  oraelt^  to  the  Amwican 
people.  In  the  name,  therefore,  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  wfaoee  liberties  he  had 
Tudated — in  the  name  of  the  jadiciar^,  whose 
character  he  had  injnied  and  tamiahed — he 
respectfully  asked  of  Hob  honorable  court  the 
conriotion  of  tiie  respondent. 

The  alignment  being  ocHudaded  on  both  ndes, 
on  moUffii  ciUr.  WraaiSB,  the  eonrt  then  re- 
Bcdved  to  meet  Bgubn  at  IS  o^dook  Monday 
numiiiig  next,  in  order  to  pAttoeed  ftuiher  m 
iih«  eonnderation  of  tiua  impeaebmept. 

At^onmed. 


lli»DA.T,  January  81. 

TVial  <if  Judge  Peek, 

The  Senate  agfdn  reeolved  itself  into  a  Court 
of  Impeachment;  and 

The  House  of  Representatives,  with  their 
managers,  and  tiie  ooonsel  for  the  respondent, 
baring  come  into  court, 

Ifr.  Taxbwsu.  moved  tSie  following  reaoln- 
tkn: 

Sufived,  That  thia  court  wOl  sow  pronoance  judg- 
lami  luton  James  E.  Feok,  Jo^e  of  Uie  Distriot 
Court  of  the  United  States  fitr  £e  Nstrict  of  IDs- 
BovrL 

Ur.  Tazewvll  observed,  that  if  there  was 
one  member  of  the  conrt  unprepared  for  a  de- 
cision on  this  impeachment  at  this  time,  or  pre- 
ferred any  other  mode  of  prooeediog  to  pro- 
nounce Judgment,  he  would  cheeifmly  with- 
draw the  resolution. 

So  oljeetion  having  been  made^  resolu- 
tion was  unanimous^  adopted. 

The  namea  of  the  Senators  were  then  oalled 
OTwby  the  Seeretarf. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  VioE  PsEaiDBirr,  read  the  article  of 
impeachment  exhibited  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
aantativea  against  James  H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the 
IMstrict  Ooart  of  the  United  States  for  the  Dis- 
triot of  Missouri. 

The  Vice  Phssidbnt  rose  and  said — 

Benatobs  :  Yon  have  beard  the  article  of  im- 
peachment read :  you  have  heard  the  evidence 
and  the  arguments  for  and  agunst  the  respon- 
dent: when  yonr  names  are  called,  yon  will 
ziae  from  yonr  seats,  and  distinctly  pronounce 
whether  be  is  guilty  or  not  guilty,  as  charged 
by  the  House  of  Kepresentatives. 

The  Vios  Fbbsidbnt  then,  in  an  aodible 
voice,  put  the  following  question  to  each  (tf  the 
Senators  in  alpbabeticu  order : 

Mr.  Senator   :   What  say  you:  Is 

James  H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Missouri, 
guilty  or  not  guilty  of  the  high  misdemeanor 
charged  in  the  artide  of  impeachment  exhibited 
^aiaat  him  by  the  Hooae  «  BepresentatiTeBf 


[Smun, 

Eaoh  SraatOT  rose  from  his  eeaL  as  this  qnes- 
tioa  was  propounded  to  him,  ana  answered  as 
follows: 

GuiLTT. — ^Hessrs.  Bamard,  Browc,  Glaytoo,  Dick- 
erson,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Kane, 
Einff,  LiTineston,  KcKinley,  Poindexter,  Ilobbins, 
Samord,  Snutb  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Troup,  Tyler,  Woodbury— 21. 

Not  Odiltt. — ^ICeesrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chase, 
Foot,  Frelinghuyaen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
JohnitoD,  Knight,  Harks,  Kaudain,  Noble,  Raggtes, 
Seymour,  SMmc,  Sprague,  TaseweQ,  Wetiater, 
White,  Uraiey— as. 

Mr.  Bbnton  and  Mr.  Bobiksoh  were  excused 
from  voting,  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  CnAMBSBa,  and 
Mr.  BowAH  were  absent. 

The  Yhh  'Paaawxax  agdn  rose,  and  ob- 
served— 

SxirATOBB:  Twen^-one  Senators  having 
voted  that  the  respondent  is  guilty,  and  twen- 
ty-two that  he  is  not  guilty ;  and  two-thirds  of 
the  Senate  not  having  voted  for  his  convic- 
tion, it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  pro- 
nounce, that  James  H.  Peck,  the  Judge  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Missouri,  stands  acquitted  of  tbe  oha^ 
exhibited  against  him  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

The  YioE  Pbesidsst  then  directed  the  Mar- 
shal to  a^oom  the  Court  of  Impeachment; 
and  it  was  aooordingly  a^oumed  tine  die. 


WEmnsnAT,  Febniaiy  2. 

Banl  ^  tta  UniUd  Statet—Nbn-ltmuual 
ike  Ckarter. 

Mr.  Bentok,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given 
yesterday,  rose  to  b&\.  leave  to  introduce  the 
following  resolution : 

Jtetoived  bv  the  Senate  and  Eouee  of  ReprettniO' 
tivee  efth*  United  Statu  of  America,  in  Congreaa  at- 
eembUd^  That  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  be  renewed. 

Mr.  BsirroTT  commenced  his  speech  in  sup- 
port of  the  application  for  the  leave  be  was 
about  to  ask,  with  a  justification  of  himself  for 
brining  forward  the  question  of  renewal  at 
this  time,  when  the  charter  had  still  five  years 
to  ran;  and  bottomed  his  vindication  chiefly 
on  the  right  he  possessed,  and  the  neoesfflty  he 
was  under  to  answer  certain  reports  of  oue  of 
the  committees  of  the  Senate,  niade  in  oppori- 
tion  to  cert^  resolutions  relative  to  the  rank, 
which  he  had  subndtted  to  the  Senate  at  for- 
mer sessions,  and  which  reports  he  had  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  answering.  He  srid  it 
had  been  nis  fbrtune,  or  chance,  some  three 
years  ago,  to  submit  a  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  nnarawn  balances  of  public  money  in  the 
hands  of  the  bank,  and  to  accompany  it  with 
some  poor  remarks  of  unfavorable  implication 
to  the  future  existence  of  that  institution.  My 
resolution  (stud  Mr.  B.)  was  referred  to  the 
Ocmmiittee  on  Finance^  who  made  a  report  de- 


Smii  *^  As  CnntMl  flfctfw   Nem^RmimA  if  ike  Charter. 
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cidedly  adverse  to  all  my  views,  and  eminently 
favorable  to  the  bank,  both  as  a  present  and 
fatnre  institation.  This  report  came  in  on  the 
18th  of  May,  Jnst  fourteen  days  before  the  con- 
daMon  of  a  BIZ  months*  sessionj  when  all  was 
hnrry  and  predpitation  to  terminate  the  bust- 
nees  on  hand,  and  when  there  was  not  the  least 
chance  to  en^ige  the  attention  otihe  Senate  in 
the  cmuideration  of  any  new  snljeot  The  re- 
port was,  therefore,  laid  upon  the  table  nnan- 
swered,  hut  was  prmted  bj  order  of  the  Senate, 
and  that  in  extra  nmnbers,  and  widely  difibsed 
over  the  coontry  by  means  of  the  newsp^r 
press.  At  the  commencement  of  the  next  ses- 
sion, it  being  irregnlor  to  call  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  past  report,  I  was  nnder  the  neces- 
sity to  begin  anew,  and  accordingly  submitted 
my  resolution  a  second  time,  and  that  quite 
early  in  the  session ;  say  on  the  first  day  of 
January.  It  was  my  wish  and  request  that 
this  reaolntion  might  be  discussed  in  the  Sen- 
ate, bot  the  sentiment  of  the  minority  was  dif- 
ferent, and  a  seccmd  reference  of  it  was  made  to 
the  Finance  Oonunittee,  A  second  report  of 
the  same  purport  with  the  first  was  a  matter  of 
course ;  but  what  did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a 
matter  of  course  was  this :  that  this  second  re- 
port should  not  come  in  until  the  20th  day  of 
February,  just  fourteen  days  again  before  the 
end  of  the  session,  for  it  was  then  the  short 
session,  and  the  Senate  as  mnch  pinched  as  be- 
fore for  time  to  finish  the  business  on  hand. 
No  answer  could  be  made  to  it,  but  the  report 
was  printed,  witii  tiie  former  r«)ort  appended 
to  it ;  and  thus,  united  like  the  Siamese  twins, 
and  with  the  ^)parent,  but  not  real  sanction  of 
tiie  Senate,  they  went  forth  together  to  make 
the  tour  of  the  Union  in  the  columns  of  the 
newspaper  press.  Thus,  I  was  a  second  time 
out  of  court;  a  second  time  non-snited  for 
want  of  a  replication,  when  there  was  no  time 
to  file  one.  I  had  intended  to  be^  de  novo, 
and  for  the  third  time,  at  the  opening  of  the 
ensuing  session ;  bnt,  happily,  was  anticipated 
and  prevented  by  the  amiual  Message  of  the 
new  President,  (Gtenerfd  Jaoeson,)  which 
brought  this  question  of  renewing  the  bank 
charter  directly  before  Oongrese.  A  reference 
of  this  part  of  the  Message  was  made,  of  oonrse, 
to  tiie  Finance  Oommittee :  the  eommittee,  of 
course,  ag^n  reported,  and  with  increased  ar- 
dor, in  favor  of  the  bonk.  Unhappily  this  tiiird 
report,  which  was  an  amplification  and  reitera- 
tion of  the  two.  former,  did  not  come  in  until 
the  session  was  four  months  advanced,  and 
when  the  time  of  the  Senate  had  become  en- 
grossed, and  its  attention  absorbed,  by  the  nu- 
merous and  important  subjects  which  hod  accu- 
mulated upon  the  calendar.  Printing  in  extra 
numbers,  general  circulation  through  the  news- 
paper press,  and  no  answer,  was  the  catastrophe 
of  this  third  reference  to  the  Unanoe  Commit- 
tee. Thus  was  I  non-snited  for  the  tiiird  time. 
The  fourth  aession  has  now  come  round ;  the 
same  subject  is  again  before  the  same  eommit- 
tee on  the  reference  of  the  part  of  the  Prea- 


dent's  second  annual  Messu|e  wMoh  relates  to 
the  bank ;  and,  doubtiess,  a  fourth  report  of  the 
same  import  with  the  three  preceding  ones, 
may  be  expected. '  Bnt  when  V  is  the  qneetion. 
And,  as  I  cannot  answer  that  qaestiou,  and  the 
session  is  now  two-thirds  advanced,  and  as  I 
have  no  disporition  to  be  ont  off  ibr  the  fourth 
time,  I  have  thought  proper  to  create  an  occa- 
sion to  deliver  my  own  sentiments,  by  asking 
leave  to  introduce  a  Joint  resolution,  adverse  to 
the  tenor  of  all  the  reports,  and  to  give  my 
reasons  aninst  them,  while  supporting  my  ap- 
plication for  the  leave  demanded ;  a  course  of 
proceeding  which  is  just  to  myself,  and  unjust 
to  no  one,  since  all  are  at  Ubeity  to  answer  me. 
These  are  my  personal  reasons  for  this  step, 
and  a  part  of  my  answer  to  the  objection  that  I 
have  begun  too  soon.  The  conduct  of  the  bank, 
and  its  mends,  constitutes  the  second  branch  of 
my  justification.  It  is  certainly  not "  too  soon  " 
for  them,  Judging  by  their  condnct,  to  engage 
in  the  question  of  rmewing  the  bank  diarter. 
In  and  out  of  Oongress,  th^  all  seem  to  be  (tf 
one  accord  on  this  point.  Three  reports  of 
committees  in  the  Senate,  and  one  from  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representetives*  have 
been  made  in  favor  of  the  renewid ;  and  all 
these  reports,  instead  of  being  laid  away  for 
future  use — instead  of  being  stuck  in  pigeon 
holes,  and  labeUed  for  ftiture  attention,  as  things 
coming  forth  prematurely,  and  not  wanted  for 
present  service — have,  on  the  contrary,  been 
universally  received  by  the  bank  and  its  friends, 
in  one  great  tempest  of  applanse ;  greeted  with 
every  species  of  acclamation  ^  reprinted  in  most 
of  the  pepws,  and  every  efi^  made  to  ^ve  the 
widest  difltision,  and  tiie  highest  eSeiA,  to  the 
arguments  they  contain.  In  addition  to  this, 
and  at  the  present  session,  within  a  few  days 
past,  three  tnoneand  copies  of  the  ezpositicm  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Bank  have  been  printed  by 
order  of  the  two  Houses,  a  thing  never  before 
done,  and  now  intended  to  blazon  the  merits  of 
the  bank.  [Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  here  ex- 

Sressed  some  dissent  to  this  statement ;  but  Mr. 
>.  ofSrmed  ite-  correctness  in  snbstonce  if  not  to 
the  letter,  and  continued.]  This  does  not  look 
as  if  the  bank  advocates  thoo^t  it  was  too  toon 
to  discuss  the  question  of  renewing  the  charter  ; 
and,  upon  tbk  ej^ilntian  of  tiinr  sentunenta,  I 
shaU  rest  the  assertion  and  the  pvoo^  that  they 
donottiiinkso.  The  third  bra&A  of  sy  Justi- 
fication rests  apoa  a  sense  of  public  duty ;  upon 
a  sense  of  what  is.  Just  and  aavastageoue  to  the 
people  in  genesaI',.aDd  to.the  debtors  and  stock- 
holders of  the  bank  in  particolar.  The  renewal 
of  the  charter  is  a  question  whi(^  concerns  the 

Cple  at  latve ;  and  if  they  are  to  hare  any 
d  in  the  decision  of  this  question — if  they 
are  even  to  know  what  is  dene  before  it  is 
done,  it  is  high  time  that  they  and  their  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  shoold  understood  eiwb 
other's  mind  upon  it.  The-  charter  has  but  five 
years  to  run ;  uid  if  renewed  at  alt,  will  proba- 
bly be  at  some  short  ^iod,  say  two  or  three 
years,  before  the  time  is  out,  and  at  any  time 
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•ooner  that  a  chance  can  be  seen  to  gallop  th« 
KiMwal  throo^b  OongresB.  Tbe  people,  tbere- 
fore,  have  do  tune  to  lose,  if  ihey  mean  to  bare 
anj  hand  in  the  dedaion  of  this  great  question. 
To  the  bank  itself,  it  most  be  adyantageons,  at 
least,  if  not  desirable,  to  know  its  fate  at  once, 
that  it  maj  avoid  (if  there  is  to  be  no  renewal) 
th«  troaUe  and  expenae  of  mnltiplTing  brandhes 
npon  the  en  ot  diaMlntion,  anil  the  risk  and 
Inoonrenienoe  oi  extending  loans  b^cmd  the 
term  of  ite  existence.  To  tbe  debtors  upon 
mortgages,  and  indefij^te  aooommodations,  it 
must  be  also  advantageons,  if  not  desirable,  to 
be  notified  in  advance  of  the  end  of  their  indnl- 
genees :  so  that,  to  everjr  interest,  pnblic  and 
prirate,  political  and  peconiarx,  general  and 
particalar,  foil  discoadon,  and  seasooable  de- 
cision, is  just  and  proper. 

I  hold  myself  justified,  "Mr.  President,  npon 
the  reasons  given,  for  proceeding  In  my  present 
^plioation ;  but,  as  example  is  sometimes  more 
Mthwkative  than  reason,  I  will  take  tbe  lib- 
erty to  prodnoe  one,  which  is  as  high  in  point 
of  aathori^  as  it  is  appropriate  in  point  of  ap- 
plication, and  which  happens  to  fit  the  case  be- 
fore the  Senate  as  oompletelj  as  if  it  had  been 
made  for  it.  I  speak  of  what  has  lately  been 
done  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain.  It  so 
happens,  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land is  to  expire,  nj>on  its  own  limitation,  nearly 
abont  the  same  tune  with  the  charter  of  tiie 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  namely,  in  the  year 
1883 ;  and  as  far  back  as  1824,  no  less  than 
nine  years  before  its  expiration,  the  qnestion  of 
its  renewal  was  debated,  and  that  with  great 
freedom,  in  the  British  Houe  of  Commons.  I 
will  read  some  extracts  from  that  debate,  as 
the  fiurest  waj  of  {uresentiDg  the  example  to 
tbe  Senate,  and  the  most  effeotoal  mode  of  se- 
enring  to  myaelf  tba  advantage  of  the  -aenti* 
menta  expressed  by  British  statesmen. 

[thk  KxnuoiB.] 
Sir  Henry  ParneU.— "  The  House  iboold  ao  longer 
dday  to  turn  its  attention  to  tbe  expediency  of  re- 
newbig  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Bogland.  Here- 
tofore it  bad  been  the  regular  castom  to  renew  tbe 
charter  several  years  before  tbe  existing  charter 
bad  expb«d.  Tbe  last  renewal  was  made  when  the 
existiog  charter  had  eleven  years  to  run  ;  the  pres- 
ent charter  had  nine  yean  only  to  continue,  and  he 
felt  very  anxious  to  prevent  the  making  of  any 
agnement  between  the  Government  and  %bo  bank 
fbr  a  renewal,  without  a  fUt  exandnatfon  of  tbe 
y  of  ag^  oooferiiD^  iqion  the  bank  of  Eng- 
any  exclusive  prinle^  The  practice  hM 
been  for  Goveromenl  to  make  a  secret  arrangement 
with  the  bonk;  to  sabmit  it  imxoediately  to  the 
proprietors  of  Uie  bank  for  their  approbation,  and 
to  call  npon  the  House  tbe  next  day  to  confirm  it, 
Ttthont  aSuding  any  (^iportnnlty  of  fair  defibera- 
tlon.  So  much  uifbnnation  had  been  obtained  up- 
on the  banking  trade,  mi  upon  the  nature  of  cur- 
rency in  the  last  fifteen  years,  that  it  was  particu- 
Isriy  necessary  to  enter  npon  a  fUll  investigation  of 
the  policy  of  renewing  the  bank  charter  before  any 
n^otiation  should  be  ratered  upon  between  the 
Government  and  the  bank ;  and  he  trusted  the 
TouZL— XO 


[Sduxx. 

Government  would  not  commence  any  sudi  neso^ 
fttion  until  tbe  sense  of  Fariitmsnt  had  been  taken 
on  this  important  subject." 

"  Hr.  Hume  said  it  was  <^  very  great  importanoe 
that  his  mnjesty's  ministers  showd  take  immediate 
steps  to  free  themselves  firom  tbe  trammels  in  wlfich 
tbey  had  long  been  held  by  the  bank.  As  the  in- 
terest of  money  was  now  nearly  on  a  level  with 
what  it  was  when  the  bank  lent  a  large  snm  to 
Ooverament,  be  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x- 
chequer  would  not  listen  to  any  application  for  a 
renewal  of  the  bank  eluuier,  but  would  pay  oS  every 
shilling  .that  bad  beenboraowed  from  tbe  bank. 

*  «»«««Letth0  country  gendemen  reo- 
oUeot  that  the  bank  was  now  acting  as  pawn-broker 
on  a  large  scale,  and  lending  money  on  estates,  a 
system  entirely  contrary  to  the  original  intention  of 
that  mstitution.    •••••••*  He 

hoped,  bdbre  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  that 
a  regiUar  Inquiry  would  be  made  into  tbe  whole 
sulriect." 

Sr.  Edward  Ellice.— "  It  (the  Bank  of  England) 
is  a  great  monopolizing  body,  enjoyine  privileges 
which  belonged  to  no  other  corporation,  and  no 
other  class  ofhis  majesty's  subjects.  •  •  •  « 
He  hoped  that  tbe  exdodve  charter  would  never 
again  be  granted ;  and  that  tiie  conduct  of  tbe  bank 
during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  would  make 
Government  very  cautious  how  they  entertained 
any  such  proportions.  The  right  honorable  Chan- 
ceUor  of  tbe  Exchequer  [Hr.  Robinson]  had  pro- 
tested agsinst  the  idea  of  straining  any  point  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  bank ;  he  thought,  however,  that 
the  bank  liad  very  Uttle  to  complun  of,  when  their 
stock,  after  all  tbdr  past  profits,  was  at  288.** 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  "  deprecated 
the  disGussioD,  as  leading  to  no  practical  result.** 

Ur.  Alexander  Baring  "  objected  to  it  as  prema- 
ture and  unnecessary." 

Sir  William  Pnlteney  On  another  debate.)—*'  ^ 
pr^ufioea  in  &vor  of  the  prceont  bank  have  pn^ 
ceeded  from  tbe  long  habit  of  conddering  it  as  a 
sort  of  t»llar  which  nothing  can  shake.  •  •  • 
Th»  bask  has  been  snf^wrted,  and  is  still  supported, 
by  the  fear  and  terror  of  which,  by  means  of  its 
monopoly,  it  has  had  the  power  to  in^re.  It  is 
well  Imown,  that  there  is  hardly  an  extensive  tnder, 
a  manufacturer,  or  a  banker,  dtber  In  London,  or 
at  a  distance  from  it,  to  whom  the  bank  could  not 
do  a  serious  injury,  and  could  often  bring  on  even 
insolvency.  •••«••  I  consider  the 
power  given  by  the  monopoly  to  be  of  the  nature 
of  all  other  despotic  power,  which  corrupts  the 
despot  as  much  as  it  corrupts  the  slave.   *   •  * 

*  *  *  It  is  in  the  nature  of  man,  that  a  monop- 
oly must  necessarily  be  ill-conducted.   •   •   •  • 

*  *  Whatever  language  the  Tprivate]  bankeia 
may  Csel  themselves  obliged  to  bu^  yet  no  one  can 
befieve  that  they  have  any  satisfaction  in  being, 
and  continuing,  under  a  donilolon  which  has  proved 
so  grievous  and  so  disastrous.  ••»••• 
I  can  never  believe  that  the  merchants  and  bankers 
of  this  country  will  prove  unwilling  to  emandpate 
themselves,  if  tliey  can  do  it  without  risking  the  re- 
sentment of  the  bank.  Ko  nuui  In  France'  was 
beard  to  compbdn,  openly,  of  the  bastile  while  It 
existed.  The  merchants  and  bankers  of  this  conn- 
try  have  the  blood  of  Englishmen,  and  will  be  happy 
to  relieve  themselves  from  a  dtuation  of  perpetual 
terror.  If  they  eould  do  it  ooodstentiy  with  a  dne 
regard  to  their  om  tntorarti** 
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Here  is  aathority  added  to  reason — the  force 
of  a  great  example  added  to  the  w^bt  of  xm- 
anaweraUe  reasons,  in  favor  ot  emy  dificoa- 
idon;  so  that.  I  trnst,  I  have  effectually  put 
aude  tliat  old  and  conTenient  otgection  to  the 
"  time ; "  that  most  flexible  and  accommodating 
objection,  which  applies  to  all  seasons,  and  all 
stibjects,  and  is  jost  as  available  for  cutting  off  a 
late  debate,  because  it  is  too  late,  as  it  is  for 
stifling  an  early  one,  because  it  is  too  early. 

First :  Mr.  Fi^ident,  I  object  to  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
because  I  look  upon  the  bank  as  an  institution 
too  great  and  powerful  to  be  tolerated  in  a 
Government  of  n-ee  and  equal  laws.  Its  power 
ifl  that  of  a  purse ;  a  power  more  potent  than 
that  of  the  sword;  and  this  power  it  possesses 
to  a  degree  and  extent  that  will  enable  the 
bank  to  ^raw  to  itself  too  much  of  the  political 

Sower  of  this  Union :  and  too  much  of  the  in- 
ividual  property  of  the  citizens  of  these  States. 
The  money  power  of  the  baiJc  is  both  direct 
and  indirect. 

[The  Vies  PnssiDENT  here  intimated  to 
Vs.  B.  that  he  was  ont  of  order,  and  had 
not  a  right  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  bank 
npon  the  motion  which  he  had  made.  Hr.  B. 
b^;ged  pardon  of  the  Vice  President,  and  re- 
spectfully in^ted  that  be  was  in  order,  and 
had  a  ri^t  to  proceed.  He  add  be  was  pro- 
cee^g  upon  the  parliamentary  ride  a£  asking 
leave  to  Dring  la  a  joint  resolntion,  and,  in 
doing  which,  he  had  a  right  to  state  his  rea- 
sons, which  reasons  constituted  his  speech; 
that  the  motion  was  debatable,  and  the  whole 
Senate  might  answer  him.  The  Yios  Psssi- 
DEKc  then  directed  Mr.  B.  to  proceed.] 

Mr.  B.  resumed.  The  direct  power  of  the 
bank  is  now  prodigious,  and,  in  the  event  of 
the  renewal  of  the  charter,  most  speedily  be- 
come boundless  and  uncontrollable.  The  bank 
is  now  authorized  to  own  effects,  lands  iuclu- : 
rive,  to  the  amount  of  fifty -five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  to  issue  notes  to  the  amount  of  thirty- 
five  millions  more.  Ttus  makes  ninety  mil- 
lions ;  and,  in  addititm  to  this  vast  sum,  there 
is  an  opening  ibr  an  unlimited  increase :  or, 
there  is  a  dispensation  in  the  charter  to  Issue 
as  many  more  ootes  aa  Congress,  by  law,  may 
permit.  This  opens  the  door  to  boundless 
emissions;  for  what  can  be  more  unbounded 
than  the  will  and  pleasure  of  successive  Con- 
gresses ?  The  indirect  power  of  the  bank  can- 
not be  stated  in  figures ;  but  it  can  be  shown 
to  be  immense.  In  the  first  place,  it  has  the 
keeping  of  the  public  moneys,  now  amounting 
to  twenty-six  millions  per  annum,  (the  Post 
Office  Department  included,)  and  the  gratuitous 
use  of  tiie  undrawn  balances,  large  enough  to 
constitute  in  themselves  the  capital  of  a  great 
State  bonk.  In  the  next  place,  its  promissory 
notes  are  recdvable,  by  law,  in  purchase  of  iSl 
property  owned  by  the  United  States,  aud  in 
payment  of  all  debts  due  them ;  and  this  may 
mcreaae  its  power  to  the  amount  of  the  annusJ 
revenoe,  by  creating  a  draiand  for  its  notes  to 


that  amount  In  the  third  place,  it  wears  the 
name  of  the  United  States,  and  has  the  Federal 
Gtovemment  for  a  partner ;  and  this  name,  and 
this  partner^p,  identify  the  credit  <^  the 
bank  with  the  credit  of  the  Union.  In  the 
fourth  place,  it  is  armed  with  authority  to  dis- 
parage and  discredit  the  notes  of  other  banka^ 
by  excluding  them  from  all  payments  to  the 
United  States ;  and  this,  added  to  all  its  other 
powers,  direct  and  indirect,  makes  this  institu- 
tion the  uncontrollable  monarch  of  the  mon- 
eyed system  of  the  Union.  To  whom  is  all 
this  power  granted  ?  To  a  company  of  private 
individuals,  many  of  them  foreigners,  and  the 
mass  of  them  residing  in  a  remote  and  narrow 
comer  of  the  Union,  unconnected  by  any  ^nn- 
pathy  witiii  the  fbrtile  rc^ons  of  the  Qrest  Val- 
ley, in  which  the  naturu  power  (tf  tiiis  Unim 
— the  power  of  numbers — will  be  found  to  re- 
side long  before  the  renewed  term  of  a  seemd 
charto*  would  expire.  By  whom  is  all  tiiia 
power  to  bo  exercised  t  By  a  directory  of 
seven,  (it  may  be,)  governed  by  a  m^ority  of 
four,  (it  may  be ;)  and  none  of  these  elected  by 
tfie  people,  or  responsible  to  t^cnL  Where  is 
it  to  be  exercised  i  At  a  single  city,  distant  a 
thousand  miles  from  some  of  the  States,  receiv- 
ing the  produce  of  none  of  them,  (except  one ;) 
no  interest  in  the  welfare  of  any  of  Uiem,  (ex- 
cept one;)  no  oommerce  with  the  people;  with 
branches  in  every  State;  and  every  branch  ' 
subject  to  the  secret  and  absolute  orders  of  the 
supreme  central  head :  thus  constituting  a  sys- 
tem of  centralinn,  hostile  to  the  federative  prin- 
ciple of  our  Union,  encroaching  upon  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  States,,  and  orgaidzed 
upon  a  principle  to  dve  the  highest  efibct  to 
the  greatest  power.  This  mass  of  power,  tbna 
concentrated,  thus  ramified,  and  thus  directed, 
must  necessarily  become,  under  a  prolonged 
existence,  the  absolute  monopolist  of  American 
money,  tiie  sole  manufacturer  of  paper  cur- 
rency, and  the  sole  authority  (for  authority  it 
will  be)  to  which  the  Federal  Government,  the 
State  Governments,  the  great  cities,  corporate 
bodies,  merchants,  traders,  and  every  {nlvate 
citizen,  must,  of  necesdiy,  apply,  for  every  loan 
which  their  exigendes  may  demand.  "The 
rich  ruleth  the  poor,  and  me  borrower  is  the 
servant  of  the  lender."  Such  are  the  words  of 
holy  writ ;  and  if  the  aathority  of  the  Bible 
admitted  of  corroboration,  the  history  of  the 
world  is  at  hand  to  give  it  But  I  will  not  cite 
the  history  of  the  world,  but  one  eminent  ex- 
ample only,  and  that  of  a  nature  so  high  and 
commanding,  as  to  include  all  others ;  and  so 
near  and  recent,  as  to  be  directly  applicable  to 
our  own  situation.  I  speak  of  what  happened  in 
Great  Britun,  in  the  year  1795,  when  the  Bank 
of  England,  by  a  brief  and  nnceremonions  letter 
to  Mr.  Pitt,  such  as  s  miser  would  write  to  a 
prodigal  in  a  pinch,  gave  the  proof  of  what  a 
great  moneyed  power  could  do,  and  would  do^ 
to  promote  its  own  interest  in  a  orius  of  na^ 
tional  alarm  aud  difficulty.  I  will  read  the  let- 
ter. Itisexceedingly  short;  for,  after  the  com- 
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plimeats  are  omitted,  there  are  bat  three  lines 
<tf  it.  It  is,  in  £bcL  about  as  long  as  a  sentence 
<tf  ezeeation,  learmg  ont  the  priqrer  of  the 
Jadge.  It  rona  thus : ' 

**  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Court  of  Krectora  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  settle  his 
arnuigementfl  of  finances  for  the  present  year,  in 
soch  manner  as  not  to  depend  upon  any  furUier  as- 
^tance  from  them,  beyond  what  is  already  agreed 
for." 

Such  were  the  words  of  this  memorable  note, 
aofficienUy  ezplidt  and  intelligible :  but  to  ap- 
|weeiate  it  fully,  we  must  know  what  was  the 
condition  of  QaxaX  Britain  at  that  time  ?  Ee- 
member  it  vas  the  year  1795,  and  the  begin- 
ning of  that  year,  than  which  a  more  porten- 
tous one  never  opened  upon  the  British  empire. 
The  war  with  tbe  IVench  repubUo  had  been 
raging  for  two  years ;  Spain  had  just  declared 
war  against  Great  Britam ;  Ireland  was  burst- 
ing into  rebeDion ;  the  fleet  ia  the  Kore  was  in 
open  mutiny;  and  a  cry  for  the  reform  of 
wusee,  and  the  reduction  of  taxes,  reBounded 
ttu-ou^  the  land.  It  was  a  season  of  alarm 
and  consternation,  and  of  imminent  actual  dsji- 
ger  to  Great  Britun;  and  tills  was  the  moment 
which  the  b»nk  aelected  to  notify  the  minister 
ihat  no  more  loansweretobeezpeetedl  What 
was  the  effect  <tf  this  notification?  It  was  to 
•  paralyze  the  GoTemmrat,  and  to  subdue  the 
^  minister  to  the  purposes  of  the  bank.  EVom 
that  day  forth  Mr.  Pitt  became  the  minister 
vS  the  bank ;  and,  before  two  years  were  out, 
he  had  SQCceeded  in  bringing  all  the  Depart- 
ments of  Ciopemment,  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons, and  the  Privy  Oooncil,  to  bis  own  slaTish 
condition.  He  stopped  the  specie  payments  of 
the  bank,  and  maife  its  notes  the  lawful  cur- 
rency of  the  land.  In  1797  he  obtained  an 
order  in  council  for  this  purpose :  in  the  same 
year  an  act  of  Parliament  to  confirm  the  order 
for  a  montii,  and  afterwards  a  series  of  acts  to 
continue  it  for  twenty  years.  This  was  the 
rdgn  of  the  bank.  For  twenty  years  it  was  a 
dominant  power  in  England,  and,  during  that 
disaijitroas  period,  the  public  debt  was  increased 
about  £400,000,000  sterling,  eqnal  nearly  to 
two  thousand  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  by 
paper  loans  from  a  bank  which,  according  to 
Its  own  declarations,  had  not  a  shilling  to  lend 
at  the  commencement  of  the  period  I  I  omit 
the  rest.  I  say  nothing  of  the  general  subjuga- 
tion of  the  country  banks,  the  rise  in  the  price 
of  food,  the  decline  in  wages,  the  increase  of 
crimes  and  taxes,  the  maltiplicatiim  of  lords 
«^  beggars,  and  the  frightnil  demoralization 
of  society.  I  omit  all  this.  I  only  seize  the 
promiiwnt  figmw  in  the  picture,  that  of  a  Gor- 
emment  arrested  in  the  midst  en  war  and  dan- 
ger by  the  reto  of  a  moneyed  corporation ;  and 
only  permitted  to  go  (m  npon  oondition  of  as- 
suming the  o^nm  of  stopping  specie  payments, 
and  sustaining  the  promissory  notes  of  an  in- 
solvent bank,  as  the  lawful  currency  of  the 
land.  This  ^ngle  figure  suffices  to  fix  the  char- 
aeter  tk  the  times ;  £»  when  the  Qoremment 


becomes  the  "  servant  ot  the  lender^^  the  peo- 
^e  themselves  become  its  slaves.  Gannot  the 
Bank  of  the  TJnitod  States,  if  re-chartered,  act 
in  the  same  way !  It  certainly  can,  and  just 
as  certainly  wilL  when  time  and  opportunity 
shall  serve  and  interest  may  prompt.  It  is  to 
no  purpose  that  gentlemen  may  come  forward, 
and  vannt  the  character  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  produm  it  too  just  and  merciful  to 
oppress  the  State.  I  must  be  permitted  to  re- 
pudiate both  the  pledge  and  the  pruse.  The 
security  is  insufficient  and  the  encomium  be- 
longs to  Constantinople.  There  were  enough 
such  in  the  British  Parliament  the  year  before^ 
nay,  day  before  the  bank  stopped;  yet 
their  pledges  and  prases  neither  prevented  the 
stoppage,  nor  made  good  the  damage  that  en- 
sufML  There  were  gentlemen  in  our  Congren 
to  pledge  themselves  in  1810  for  the  then  ex- 
piruig  bank,  of  which  the  one  now  existing  is  a 
second  and  deteriorated  edition;  and  if  their 
securityship  bad  been  accepted,  and  the  old 
bank  re-chartered,  we  should  have  seen  this 
Government  greeted  with  a  note,  about  August, 
1814 — f^nt  the  time  the  British  were  burning 
this  capital — of  the  same  tenor  with  the  one 
received  by  the  younger  I^tt  in  the  year  1795 ; 
for,  it  is  inoontesta^  that  that  hank  was 
owned  by  men  who  would  have  glorified  in 
arresting  the  Government,  and  the  war  itsel£ 
for  want  of  money.  Happily,  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  Jefferson,  under  the  providence  ot 
God,  prevented  that  infamy  and  rain,  by  pre- 
venting the  renewal  of  the  old  bank  charter. 

Secondly.  I  object  to  the  eontinaanoe  of  this 
bank,  because  its  tendencies  are  dangerous  and 
pernicious  to  the  Government  and  to  the  peo- 
ple. 

What  are  the  tendencies  of  a  great  moneyed 
power,  connected  with  the  Government,  and 
controlling  its  fiscal  operations!  Are  they  not 
dangerous  to  ereiy  interest,  public  and  private 
— apolitical  as  weU  as  pecuniary  ?  I  say  tli^ 
are ;  and  briefly  enumerate  the  heads  of  each 
mischief. 

1.  Snch  a  bank  tebds  to  subjugate  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  I  have  already  shown  in  the  history 
of  what  happened  to  the  British  minister  in 
the  year  1796. 

2.  It  tends  to  ooUudons  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  bank  in  the  terms  of  the  loans,  as 
has  been  fully  experienced  in  England  in  those 
fi-ands  npon  the  people,  and  insults  upon  the 
understanding,  called  three  per  cent,  loans,  in 
which  the  Govwnmrat,  for  about  £60  borrow- 
ed, became  liable  to  pay  £100. 

8.  It  tends  to  create  pnblio  debt,  1^  fiacilitat- 
Ing  pnblio  loans  and  substitute  niilimited  sup- 
plies of  paper,  for  limited  snp^ies  of  coin.  The 
British  debt  is  bom  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
That  bank  was  chartered  in  1694,  and  was  noth- 
ing more  nor  less  in  the  b^^nning  than  an  act 
of  Parliament  for  the  incorporation  of  a  com- 
pany of  subscribers  to  a  Government  loan. 
The  loan  was  £1,200,000;  the  interest  £80,- 
000;  and  the  expenseb  of  management  £^000. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


148 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  THE 


SbIutb.] 


Bank  of      Utiitti  Staff— Nan-Bmewal  y  (Ae  CkarUr. 


[Fbkrdut,  188L 


And  this  is  the  birth  and  origin,  the  germ  and 
nncleos  of  that  debt,  which  is  now  £900,000,- 
000,  (the  nnfimded  items  indnded,)  which 
bears  an  interest  of  £80,000,000,  and  oort 
£260,000  for  annual  management. 

4.  It  tends  to  beget  and  prolong  mmeoessary 
wars,  bj  famiahing  the  means  of  canying 
tiiem  on  without  recurrence  to  the  people. 
Enf^and  is  flie  ready  example  tat  this  oalamitj. 
Her  wan  fat  the  restoration  of  the  Oapet 
Boarbcnu  were  kept  np  by  loans  and  sab- 
sl^es  created  out  of  bank  pi^r.  The  people 
of  England  had  no  interest  m  these  wars,  which 
ooBt  them  abont  £600,000,000  of  debt  in  twen- 
ty-five years,  in  addition  to  the  snppUee  raised 
within  the  year.  The  Kings  she  put  back  npon 
the  French  throne  were  not  able  to  sit  on  it. 
Twice  she  pnt  them  on  ■  twice  they  tumbled 
off  in  the  mnd ;  and  all  that  now  remiuns  of 
BO  mnch  sacrifioe  of  life  and  money  is,  the  debt, 
which  is  etenuJ,  the  taxes,  which  are  intoler- 
able, the  pwdons  and  titles  of  some  warrio^ 
and  the  kec^dng  of  tiie  Ouet  Boarbms,  who 
are  retomed  upon  th^  hsnas, 

B.  It  tends  to  anravate  the  inecmali^  of 
fortunes ;  to  make  we  rich  richer,  and  the  poor 
poorer ;  to  mnltiply  nabobs  and  panpers ;  and 
to  deepen  and  widen  the  golf  which  separates 
Dives  firom  Lazarus.  A  great  moneyed  power 
is  favorable  to  great  capitalists ;  for  it  is  the 
principle  of  money  to  favor  money.  It  is  nn- 
isTorable  to  small  capitalists ;  for  it  is  the  prin- 
dple  of  money  to  eschew  the  needy  and  onfor- 
tonate.  It  is  injorions  to  the  laboring  classes ; 
becanse  tbey  receive  no  favors,  and  have  the 
price  of  the  property  they  wish  to  acquire 
nused  to  the  paper  maximum,  while  wages 
remain  at  the  mwc  minimnm. 

6.  It  tends  to  make  and  to  Iveak  f<attmea, 
by  the  flnx  and  reflux  of  paper.  Profuse  issnes, 
and  sudden  owtraotions,  perform  this  opera- 
tion, which  oan  be  repeated,  like  planetary  and 
pestalential  visitations,  in  every  cyde  of  so 
many  years ;  at  evwy  pwiodical  return,  ti'ans- 
ferring  millions  from  tne  aotoal  possessm  of 
property  to  the  Neptunes  who  proedde  over  the 
ma  and  reSnx  of  paper.  The  last  operation  of 
this  kind  performed  by  t^e  Bank  of  England, 
About  five  years  ago,  was  described  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Baring,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
in  terms  whidi  are  entitled  to  the  knovriied^ 
and  remembrance  of  American  dtiiena.  I  will 
n»d  his  deBoripti(HL  which  is  brief  bnt  impres- 
dve.  After  desonbing  the  vroStao  issiies  of 
18S»-*fi4^  he  painted  Uie  re-action  in  the  follow- 
ing terms: 

"  They,  therefore,  sU  at  once,  nve  a  sodden  jerk 
to  the  horse  on  whose  neck  tbey  had  before  suffered 
the  reins  to  bang  loose.  Tbey  contracted  their  is- 
saes  to  a  eon^derable  extent.  The  change  was  at 
anoe  felt  tiiroughout  the  country.  A  few  days  be- 
fore that,  no  one  knew  what  to  do  with  his  money : 
now,  no  one  knew  where  to  get  it.  •  •  •  •  • 
The  London  bankers  found  it  necessary  to  follow 
the  same  course  towards  their  country  conespond- 
•nti,  nd  these  again  towards  thdr  ovidwufs,  and 


each  indiridnal  towards  bis  debtor.  The  conse- 
quence was  <d>Tious,  io  the  late  panic.  Every  one 
deairoua  to  obtain  wliat  was  due  to  htm,  ran  to  bis 
banker,  or  to  any  other  onarhom  he  had  a  oUm ; 
and  even  tiiose  who  had  no  imme&te  use  for  their 
money,  took  it  back,  and  let  it  Ue  nnemploved  in 
their  pockets,  thinking  it  unsafe  in  others'  liands. 
The  ^ect  of  this  alarm  was,  that  houses  which  were 
weak  went  immediately,  Then  went  second-nte 
houses;  and,  lastly,  houses  which  were  solvent 
went,  because  tbev  securities  were  unaTulable. 
Tlie  didly  calls  to  whidi  each  Indlvidaa]  was  suUeet 
put  it  out  of  his  power  to  ustst  his  neighlwr.  Hot 
were  known  to  seek  for  asditance,  and  that,  too, 
without  finding  it,  who,  on  examinadon  of  their  af- 
file, ware  inroved  to  be  worth  200,000  pounds,— 
men,  too,  who  held  themselves  so  secure,  that,  if 
asked  months  before  whether  they  could  con- 
template such  an  event,  they  would  have  said  it 
womd  be  imposdble,  unless  tlie  sky  should  faD,  or 
some  other  event  equally  imfHrobtUe  should  occur  " 

This  is  what  was  done  in  En^and  five  years 
ago ;  it  is  what  may  be  done  here  in  eveir 
five  yean  to  oome,  if  the  bank  charter  u 
renewed.  Sole  di^Mnser  of  mnuiy,  it  cannot 
omit  the  oldest  ana  most  obviona  means  of 
amassing  wealth  -by  the  flax  and  reflnx  of 
pwer.  The  game  will  be  in  its  own  bands, 
and  the  only  amwer  to  be  given  is  that  to 
which  I  have  alladed :  The  Saltan  is  too  jnst 
and  meroifol  to  abnse  his  power."  ^ 

Thirdly.  I  ol^jeot  to  the  renewal  of  the  char-  ^ 
ter,  on  account  of  the  exclusive  privileges,  and 
anti-repnblican  mcmopoly,  whioh  it  g^ves  to  the 
Btockholders.  It  gives,  and  that  by  an  act  of 
Oongress,  to  a  company  of  individuals,  the 
exdufnve  legal  privileges : 

1.  To  carry  on  the  trade  of  banking  upon 
the  rerenne  and  credit,  andintii6namfl^<tf  the 
United  States  ol  America. 

2.  To  pay  the  revenues  of  the  Union  in  their 
own  promiBBory  notes. 

8.  To  h<dd  the  mODoys  of  the  United  States  in 
deposit,  withoiit  maUng  compensation  for  the 
undrawn  balances. 

4.  To  discredit  and  disparage  the  notes  of 
other  banks,  by  excluding  mem  from  the  oolleo- 
tion  of  the  federal  revenue. 

6.  To  hold  real  estate,  receive  roits,  and  re- 
tain a  body  of  tenantry. 

6.  To  deal  in  pawns,  merchandise,  and  bills  of 
exdiange. 

7.  To  estaUidiln'anehea  in  flu  States  without 
fh^  consent.  < 

a  To  be  ezonpt  tnm  liability  on  the  fkilnre 
of  the  bank. 

9.  To  have  the  United  States  for  a  partner. 

10.  To  liave  foreignws  for  partners. 

11.  To  be  exempt  fn»u  tiie  regular  adnuni^ 
tration  of  justice  for  the  violations  of  their 
charter. 

12.  To  have  all  these  exdueive  privileges  se- 
cured to  them  as  a  monopoly,  la  a  pled^  of  the 
pnblio  fietith  not  to  grant  the  like  privileges  to 
any  other  company. 

These  are  the  privileges,  and  this  the  mo- 
nopoly, of  the  bank.  How,  let  niexacuna  them, 
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and  asoert^  th^  effect  uid  bearing.  Let  m 
iKmtempIate  the  magaitude  of  the  pover  which 
UieT  create ;  and  asoertain  the  compatibility 
of  uua  power  with  tlie  safety  of  tibia  repablioan 
Qoyemment,  and  the  rights  and  interests  of  its 
free  and  eqnid  constitaents. 

1.  The  oame,  the  credit,  and  the  revenueB 
of  the  United  States,  are  given  np  to  the  ose 
of  this  company,  ana  oonstitnte  in  themselves 
an  immense  capital  to  bank  npon. — The  name  of 
the  United  States,  like  that  of  the  King,  is  a 
tower  ci  strength ;  and  tiiia  strong  tower  ia 
now  an  outwork  to  defoid  the  tdtadel  of  a 
mcmeyed  corporation.  The  credit  of  the  Union 
Sb  inoaknlabie ;  and,  of  Ihia  credit,  as  gohig 
with  the  name,  and  being  In  partaenhip  with 
the  Uidted  Stalbsa,  the  same  oorporation  now 
lias  possession.  The  revennes  of  the  Union 
are  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars,  inolndiog  the 
Post  Office ;  and  all  this  ia  so  mnch  capital  in  the 
hands  of  the  bank,  because  the  revenue  is  re- 
ONved  by  it,  and  is  payal^le  in  ita  promissory 
notes. 

3.  To  pay  the  revennes  of  the  United  States 
in  their  own  notes,  until  Oongresa,  by  law,  shall 
otherwise  direct. — This  is  a  part  of  ^e  charter^ 
incredible  and  extraordinary  aa  it  may  appear. 
The  promissory  notea  of  tiie  bank  are  to  be 
received  in  payment  of  every  tl^ig  the  United 
Btates  may  have  to  sell — ^ia  disoh^e  of  every 
debt  due  to  her,  until  Congress,  by  i&w,  shall 
otherwise  direct ;  so  that,  if  this  bank,  like  its 
prototype  in  England,  should  stop  payment,  its 
pnHaissory  notes  would  still  be  receivable  at 
eveiy  custom  house,  land  office,  post  office,  and 
by  every  collector  of  public  moneys,  throoghopt 
the  Union,  until  Congress  shall  meet,  pass  a 
repealing  law,  and  promulgate  the  repeal. 
Ouier  banks  depend  upon  their  credit  for  the 
reoeivability  of  their  notes;  but  this  favored 
inatitution  has  law  on  its  aide,  and  a  chartered 
i^ht  to  com|>el  the  leoeption  of  its  pa^or  by 
the  Federal  Govemment.  The  immeaiate  oon- 
eequence  of  this  extraordinary  privilege  is,  that 
the  United  States  becomes  virtually  bound  to 
Btaod  security  for  the  bank,  as  much  so  as  if 
she  had  signed  a  bond  to  that  effect ;  and  must 
stand  forward  to  sustain  the  institution  in  all 
emergencies,  in  order  to  save  her  own  revenue. 
This  is  what  has  already  happened,  some  ten 
years  ago,  in  the  early  prepress  of  the  baok, 
and  when  the  immeose  aid  given  it  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government  enabled  it  to  survive  the  crisis 
of  its  own  overwhelming  mismanagement 

8.  To  hold  the  moneys  of  the  United  States 
in  deposit,  without  making  compoisation  for 
the  use  of  the  undrawn  balances.— This  is  a 
ri^t  which  I  deny ;  but,  as  the  bank  dtims  it, 
and,  what  is  more  material,  ei^oys  it ;  and  as 
tin  people  of  the  Uidted  States  have  suffered  to 
s  vast  extent  in  consequence  of  this  clum  and 
eqjoymettt,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  set  it  down 
to  the  aooouQt  of  the  bank.  Let  us  then  exam- 
ine the  value  of  this  privily  and  its  effect 
upon  the  interest  of  the  community :  and,  in  the 
first  j^aaOf  let  as  have  a  full  and  ooonrate  view 
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of  the  amount  of  these  undrawn  balances  from 
the  establishment  of  the  bank  to  the  present 
day.   Here  it  is  t   Look  I   Bead  1 

[Here  Ur.  B.  exhibited  a  table  of  the  quar^ 
terly  amounts  of  public  money  in  the  bank, 
averaging  about  four  millions  of  dollars,  and 
equivalent  to  a  permanent  deposit,  or  loan 
without  interest  to  that  amount.} 

See,  Mr.  President,  what  masses  of  money, 
and  always  on  hand.  The  pu>er  is  covered  m 
over  with  miUions :  and  yet,  for  all  these  vast 
sums,  no  interest  is  allowed;  no  oompensatioii 
is  made  to  the  United  States.  The  Bank  of 
E^igluid,  for  the  undrawn  balances  of  the  pub- 
lio  money,  has  made  an  equitable  compens^ion 
to  /the  British  Government ;  name^,  a  permar 
nent  loan  of  half  a  million  sterliog,  and  a  tem- 
porary loan  of  three  millions  for  twenty  years, 
without  interest.  Yet  when  I  moved  for  a  like 
compensation  to  the  United  States,  the  prc^io- 
sition  was  utterly  r^eoted  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  treated  as  an  attempt  to  violate  the 
charter  of  the  bank.  At  the  same  time  it  is 
incontestable,  that  the  United  States  have  been 
borrowing  these  undrawn  balances  from  the 
bank,  and  p^ing  an  interest  upon  their  own 
mon^.  Itmnk  we  can  identify  one  of  these 
loans.  Let  us  try.  In  ICay,  1834,  Congress 
authorized  a  loan  of  &n  millions  of  dollars  to 
pay  the  awards  under  the  treaty  with  ^Mtin, 
oommonly  called  the  Florida  treaty.  The  Bank 
of  the  United  States  took  that  loan,  and  pud 
the  money  for  the  United  States  in  January 
and  Karen,  1825.  In  looking  over  the  state- 
ment of  undrawn  balances,  it  will  be  seen  that 
they  amounted  to  near  four  millions  at  the 
end  of  the  first,  and  six  millions  at  the  end  of 
the  second  quarter  of  that  year.  The  infer- 
enoe  is  irresistible,  and  I  leave  every  Sena- 
tor to  make  it ;  only  adding,  that  we  have 
paid  $1,469,876  in  interest  upon  that  loan, 
either  to  the  bank  or  its  transferees.  This  is  a 
strong  ease,  bat  I  have  a  stronger  one.  It  is 
known  to  everybody  that  the  United  Btates 
subscribed  seven  millions  to  the  capital  stock 
of  the  bank,  for  which  she  gave  her  stock 
note,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per 
annum.  I  have  a  statement  from  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  appears  that 
up  to  the  80th  day  of  June  last,  the  United 
States  had  paid  four  millions  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  in  interest  Qpim 
Uiat  note;  when  it  is  proved  by  the  statement  of 
balances  exhibited,  that  the  UnitedStatea,  for  the 
whole  period  in  which  that  interest  was  accru- 
ing, had  the  half,  or  the  whole,  and  once  the  dou- 
ble, of  these  seven  millions  in  the  hands  of  the 
bank.  This  la  a  stronger  ease  than  that  of  the 
five  million  loan^  but  it  u  not  the  strongest.  The 
strongest  case  is  this.  In  the  year  1817,  when 
the  bank  went  into  cmeration,  IJie  United  States 
owed,  among  other  debts,  a  sum  of  about  fonr^ 
teen  millions  and  three-quarters,  bearing  an 
interest  of  throe  per  cent.  In  the  same  year, 
tha  CommisBioDera  of  tiie  Sinking  Fund  were 
anthoriied  by  an  aot,of  Oongresa  to  purchase 
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that  stock  at  sixty-five  per  cent,  which  was 
then  its  market  price,  under  this  authority, 
the  amount  of  abont  one  million  and  a  ha& 
was  purchased ;  the  remainder,  amonntiDg  to 
about  thirteen  millions  and  a  quarter,  has  con- 
tinued nnpnrchased  to  this  day ;  and,  after  cost- 
ing the  United  States  about  six  miluons'in  in- 
terest since  1817,  the  stock  has  risen  aboat  four 
millions  in  valne :  that  is  to  say,  from  sixty-five 
to  nearly  ninet^-fiTe.  Now,  here  is  a  dear  low 
cX  ten  millions  of  dollars  to  the  United  States. 
Li  1817,  she  could  have  paid  off  thirteen  millions 
and  a  qaarter  of  debt,  with  eight  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollars ;  now,  after  paying  six  millions 
of  interest,  it  would  require  twelve  millions 
and  a  half  to  pay  off  the  same  debt.  By  refer- 
ring to  the  statement  of  nndrawn  balances,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  United  States  had,  during 
the  whole  year  1817,  an  average  snm  of  above 
ten  millions  of  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the 
bank,  being  a  million  and  a  half  more  than 
enongh  to  have  bought  in  the  whole  of  the 
three  per  cent,  ytock.  The  question,  therefore, 
naturally  comes  np  why  was  it  not  applied  to 
the  redemption  of  these  thirteen  millions  and  a 

aaarter,  according  to  the  authority  contained  in 
ite  act  of  Congress  of  that  year  ?  Oert«nly  the 
bank  needed  the  money ;  for  it  was  Jnst  getting 
into  operation,  and  was  as  hard  run  to  escape 
bankruptcy  about  that  time^  as  any  hank  that 
ever  was  saved  from  the  bnnk  of  destruction. 
This  is  the  largest  iiyury  which  we  have  bdb- 
tained,  on  account  of  accommodating  the  bank 
with  the  gratuitous  use  of  these  vast  deposits. 
But,  to  show  myself  impartial,  I  will  now  state 
the  smallest  case  of  injury  that  has  come  within 
my  knowledge :  It  is  the  case  of  the  hmua  of 
fifteen  handnd  thonaand  dollars  which  the  bank 
was  to  pay  ta  the  United  States,  in  three  equal  in- 
stalments, for  the  purchase  of  its  charter.  l7omi- 
nally,  this  honut  has  been  paid,  but  out  of  what 
moneys?  Certainly  out  of  our  own;  for  the 
statement  shows  our  money  was  there,  and 
fhrther,  shows  that  it  is  still  there ;  for,  on  the 
80th  cuiy  of  June  last,  which  is  the  latest 
return,  there  was  still  $2,550^64  in  the  hands 
of  the  bank,  which  19  above  $760,000  more  than 
the  amount  of  the  homta. 

One  word  more  upon  the  subject  of  these 
balances.  It  is  now  two  years  since  I  made  an 
e&'ort  to  repeal  the  4th  section  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  act  or  1817 ;  a  section  which  was  intend- 
ed to  limit  the  amount  of  surplus  money  which 
might  be  kept  in  tiie  Treasury,  to  two  millions 
of  dollars ;  but  by  the  power  oonstraedon, 
was  made  to  anthorize  the  keeping  of  two  mil- 
lions in  addition  to  the  surplus.  I  wished  to 
repeal  this  section,  which  had  thus  been  con- 
strued into  the  reverse  of  its  intention,  and  to 
revive  the  first  section  of  the  Sinking  Fund  act 
of  1790,  which  directed  the  whole  of  the  sur- 
plus on  hand  to  be  applied,  at  the  end  of  each 
year,  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  My 
argument  was  this :  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity to  keep  any  surplus;  that  the  revenue, 
c(UDing  in  as  &st  as  it  w«it  ont,  was  like  a  per- 


ennial founts,  which  you  might  drain  to  the 
last  drop,  and  not  exhaust;  for  the  place  of  the 
last  drop  would  be  supplied  the  instant  it  was 
out.  j^nd  I  supported  this  reasoning  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  annual  Treasury  reports,  which  ^- 
ways  exhibit  a  surplus  of  four  or  five  millions ; 
and  which  were  equally  in  the  Treasury  the 
whole  year  round,  as  on  the  last  day  of  every 
year.  This  was  the  argument,  which,  in  taelt. 
availed  nothing ;  but  now  I  have  mathematieu 
proof  of  the  troth  of  my  porition.  Look  at 
this  statement  of  balances ;  look  for  the  year 
1819,  and  you  will  find  bat  three  hnndred 
thousand  dollars  on  hand  for  that  year ;  look 
still  lower  for  1821,  and  you  .will  find  this  bal- 
ance but  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand 
dollars.  And  what  was  the  consequence  ?  Did 
the  Government  stop !  Did  the  wheels  of  the 
State  chariot  cease  to  turn  round  in  those 
years  for  want  of  treasury  oil?  Not  at  alL 
Every  thing  went  on  as  well  as  before ;  the  op- 
erations of  the  Treasury  were  as  perfect  and 
regular  in  those  two  years  of  inngnificant  bal- 
ances, as  in  1817  and  1818,  when  five  and  ten 
milliona  were  on  band.  This  is  proof ;  this  is 
demonstration:  it  is  the  indubitable  evidence 
of  the  senses  which  concludes  argument,  and 
dispels  nncertwnty;  and,  as  my  prop(»al  for 
the  repeal  of  the  4th  section  oi  the  Sinking 
Fund  act  of  1817  was  enacted  into  a  law  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  upon  the  reconunenda- 
tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  alvigi- 
lant  and  exemplary  officer,  I  trust  that  the  re- 
peal will  be  acted  upon,  and  that  the  bank 
platter  will  be  wiped  as  clean  of  federal  money 
in  1831,  as  it  was  in  1821.  Such  clean-taking 
from  that  dish,  will  allow  two  or  three  millions 
more  to  go  to  the  rednotion  of  the  pnblic  debt ; 
and  there  can  be  no  danger  in  taking  the  last 
dollar,  as  reason  and  experienoe  both  prove. 
But,  to  quiet  every  apprehension  on  this  point, 
to  ^ence  the  last  suggestion  of  a  possibility  of 
any  temporary  deficit,  I  recur  to  a  provision 
contained  in  two  different  clauses  in  the  bank 
charter,  copied  from  an  amendment  in  the 
diarter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  expressly 
made,  at  the  instance  of  the  ministry,  to  meet 
the  contingency  of  a  temporarr  ddficiency  in 
the  annual  revenue.  The  English  provision  is 
this :  that  the  Grovemment  may  borrow  of  the 
bank  half  a  million  sterling,  at  any  lime,  with- 
out a  special  act  of  parliament  to  authorize  it. 
The  proviMon  in  our  charter  is  the  same,  witb 
the  dngle  snbstdtation  of  dollars  for  ponnds.  It 
is,  in  words  and  intention,  a  standing  authority 
to  borrow  tiut  limited  sum,  far  the  obvious 
purpose  of  preventing  a  constant  keeping  <tf  a 
snm  of  money  in  hand  as  a  reserve,  to  meet 
contingencies  which  hardly  ever  occnr.  This 
contingent  authority  to  effect  a  small  loan,  has 
often  been  used  in  England — ^in  the  United 
States,  never ;  possibly,  because  there  has  been 
no  occasion  for  it ;  probably,  because  the  dause 
was  copied  mechanically  from  the  English  char- 
ter, and  without  the  perception  of  its  practical 
bear^.  Be  thia  as  it  may,  it  is  certainly  a 
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wise  And  jnndent  proTision,  snoh  as  all  Qovem- 
ments  should,  at  all  times,  be  clothed  with. 

If  an;-  senator  thinks  that  I  hare  exagger- 
ated the  ii^nry  suffered  by  the  United  S^tes, 
on  aocoont  of  the  nncompensated  masses  of 
pnblio  money  in  the  hands  of  the  bank,  I  am 
now  going  to  convince  htm  that  he  is  wrong. 
I  am  going  to  prove  to  him  that  I  have  nnder- 
stated  the  case ;  that  I  have  purposely  kept 
back  a  large  part  of  it ;  and  that  jastice  re- 
qaires  a  further  development.  The  uct  is,  that 
tnerearetTO  diffeoreat  depoabsof  pnblio  money 
in  the  bank ;  one  in  the  name  oi  toe  Treasurer 
(tf  the  United  Stateajthe  other  in  the  name  of 
disbursing  oflBoera.  The  annnal  average  of  the 
former  has  been  abont  three  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  of  this  I  have  said  not  a 
word.  But  the  ^sential  character  of  both  de- 
pomts  is  the  same ;  they  are  both  the  property 
of  the  United  States ;  both  permanent ;  both 
avulable  as  so  much  capital  to  the  bank ;  and 
both  uncompensated.  Here  ia  the  statement  of 
the  montiily  amount  of  these  secondary  depos- 
its, as  I  find  them  on  the  bank  returns ;  and  to 
it  I  appeal  for  the  verification  of  what  I  all^ : 

1825  1826  18S0 

Jwnmrj,  tl,M8,618  $1,893,805  $855,691 

February,  1,888,'764  1,484,800  1,562,841 

March,  2,185,930  2,250,113  1,561,969 

AuO,  1,489,934  1,688,146  1,652,841 

Ul^,  1,428,025  1,637,519  1,323,661 

Jane,  1,532,258  2,801,587  1,346,206 

July,  1,264,758  1,678,274  1,129,990 

Angofit,  1,575,492  2,032,684  875,459 

September,  2,686,401  2,693,606  1,346,206 

October,  2,042,845  1,763,621  1,334,081 

November,  1,668,878  1,688,717  1,194,682 

December,  1,676,997  2,112,097  1,616,656 

I  have  not  ascertained  the  average  of  these 
deposits  since  1817,  but  presume  it  may  equal 
the  amount  of  that  ioniu  of  one  million  five 
hundred  thonaand  doUars  for  which  we  sold 
the  charter,  and  whtdi  l2ie  Finance  Committee 
of  Senate  ocnnplinients  the  bank  for  paying 
In  threes  instead  of  seventeen  annual  instal- 
ments ;  and  shows  how  much  interest  they  lost 
by  doing  so.  Oertainly  this  was  a  disadvan- 
tage to  the  bank.  It  would  have  been  better 
for  it  to  have  dribbled  out  to  us  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  instead  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand doUars  of  our  own  money,  at  a  time.  Bnt 
there  are  three  considerations  which  should 
prevent  her  from  compluining:  first,  that  it 
was  the  bttfgain  to  pay  m  three  years ;  second- 
ly, that  we  ftemiabed  tlie  money ;  t^^ii^^i  that 
we  kept  up  the  amount  in  her  hand,  ^aUy, 
these  monthly  returns  show  that  the  overdraw- 
ings,  for  permitting  which  the  bank  has  been 
so  much  landed,  were  overdrawings  in  name, 
not  in  faat ;  the  amount  of  the  money  being 
only  tranaferred  to  another  deposit,  and  the 
money  itself  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  ^^ident,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  there 
18  aomething  ominons  to  the  bank  in  this 
oonteet  for  oompensation  on  the  nndrawn  bal- 
anoaa.  It  is  the  very  wi^  in  which  the  strag- 


gle be^an  in  the  British  Parliament  which  has 
ended  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. It  is  the  way  In  which  the  struggle  ih 
beginning  here.  Uy  resolutions  of  two  and 
three  years  ago  are  the  caases  of  the  speech 
which  you  now  hear ;  and,  as  1  have  reason  to 
believe,  some  others  more  worthy  of  your 
hearing,  which  will  come  at  the  proper  time. 
The  qcestion  for  compensation  for  balances  is 
now  fixing  itself  np  here,  as  in  England,  with 
the  question  of  renewing  the  charter ;  and  the 
two,  acting  together,  will  fall  with  combined 
weight  upon  the  pnblio  mind,  and  certain^ 
eventuate  here  as  mey  did  there. 

4.  To  dlaoredit  and  disparage  the  notes  of  all 
other  banks,  by  excluding  them  from  the  col- 
lection of  the  federal  revenue.— This  results 
from  the  collection — no,  not  the  collection,  but 
the  receipt  of  the  revenue  having  been  com- 
mitted to  the  bank,  and  along  with  it  the  vir- 
tual execution  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1816, 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  federal  reve- 
nue. The  execution  of  that  resolution  was  in- 
tended to  be  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury — a  dimnterMted  arbiter  between  rival 
books ;  but  it  may  be  considered  as  Tirtoally 
devolved  upon  the  Bank  of  tJie  United  States, 
and  poweifully  increases  the  capacity  of  that 
institution  to  destroy,  or  subjugate,  all  other 
banks.  The  notes  of  the  State  banks  excluded 
from  revenue  payments,  are  discredited  and 
disparaged,  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  brokers 
at  all  places  where  they  are  not  issued  and  pay- 
able. They  cease  to  insulate  at  all  the  points 
to  which  the  exclusion  extends.  I  am  inform- 
ed that  the  notes  of  the  banks  south  of  the  Po- 
tomac and  Ohio,  even  those  of  the  lower  Mis- 
sissippi, are  generally  refused  at  the  United 
States  Branch  Bank  in  St.  Louis,  and,  in  con-, 
sequence,  ore  expelled  from  circulation  in  Mis- 
souri and  Blinoia,  and  the  neighboring  districts. 
Tikis  exdusiou  of  the  southern  notes  fh)m  the 
northwest  quarter  of  the  Union,  is  injurious  to 
both  parties,  as  our  travellers  and  emigrants 
chiefly  come  from  tiie  Sontb,  and  the  whole  of 
our  trade  goes  there  to  find  a  cash  maricet.  The 
exclusion,  as  I  am  told,  (for  I  have  not  looked 
into  the  matter  myself,)  is  general,  and  ex- 
tends to  the  banks  in  Virginia,  the  two  Oar- 
olinas,  G^rgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Lou- 
isiana. If  ^is  be  the  fact,  the  joint  resolution 
of  1816  is  violated ;  for,  under  the  terms  of 
that  resolution,  there  are  several  banks  in  each 
of  the  States  mentioned  whose  notes  are  re- 
ceivable in  the  collection  of  federal  revenue ; 
that  is  to  say,  specie-paying  banks  whose  notes 
are  payable,  and  paid,  in  specie,  on  demand. 
Yet,  in  consequence  of  exclusion  from  the 
United  States  Branch  Bank,  they  are  excluded 
from  all  the  land  offices,  eleven  in  number, 
which  deposit  in  that  branch ;  and,  being  ex- 
clnded  from  the  land  offices,  they  cease  to  be 
current  money  among  the  people.  If  a  travel- 
ler or  emigrant  brings  these  notes  to  the  coun- 
try, or  receives  them  in  remittance ;  if  a  trader 
accepts  Uiem  in  exchange  for  produce,  they  are 
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'*«Aa«e(2  "  out  of  their  hands,  and  sent  cot  of 
tlie  oomitry.  This  is  a  peooniarj  iiAvry  done 
to  the  normvest ;  it  may  be  more — ^it  may  be 
a  poUtioal  Injury  also ;  for  it  oontribTites  to 
break  the  communication  between  the  two 
oaartera  of  the  Union,  and  enconrages  the  idea 
that  noQiing  good  can  come  from  tLe  Soath — 
not  even  money  I  This  power  to  disparage  the 
notes  of  all  other  banks,  is  a  power  to  injnre 
them ;  and,  added  to  all  the  other  privileges  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  a  power  to 
destroy  them  I  If  any  one  doubts  tnis  asser- 
tion, let  him  read  the  answers  of  the  President 
of  the  Bank  to  the  qaestiona  pat  to  bim  hj  the 
Chairman  of  the  finance  Committee.  These 
answers  are  appended  to  the  committee's  r»> 
port  <tf  the  last  session  in  hvor  of  the  bank, 
mi  expressly  declare  the  capacity  of  the  fed- 
eral bank  to  destroy  the  State  banks.  The 
worthy  (^airman  (Mr.  Bhith,  of  Md.)  puts  this 
question :  '*  Has  the  bank  at  any  time  oppressed 
any  of  the  State  bonks  ? "  The  President  (If  r. 
Biddle)  answers,  as  the  whole  world  would  an- 
swer to  a  question  of  oppression,  that  it  never 
had ;  and  this  response  was  as  much  as  the  in- 
terrogatory required.  But  it  did  not  content 
the  President  of  the  bank ;  he  chose  to  go  fur- 
tlier,  and  to  do  honor  to  the  institution  over 
which  he  presided,  by  showing  that  it  was  as 
just  and  generouB  as  it  was  rich  and  powerful. 
Hfi^  therefore,  adds  the  fidlowing  words,  for 
which,  as  a  Beeker  after  evfdenoe,  to  show  the 
alarming  and  dangerous  character  of  tiie  bank, 
I  return  him  my  unfeigned  thanks :  "  There 
are  very  few  banks  whidi  might  not  have  been 
destroyed  by  an  exertion  of  the  power  of  the 
bank." 

This  is  enough  I  proof  enongh  I  not  for  me 
alone,  but  for  all  woo  are  unwilling  to  see  a 
moneyed  domination  set  up — a  moneyed  oligar- 
chy established  in  this  land,  and  the  entire 
Union  subjected  to  its  sovereign  will.  The 
power  to  destroy  all  other  ban^  ia  admitted 
and  declared ;  the  inclination  to  do  so  Is  known 
to  all  rational  bemgs  to  redde  with  the  power  1 
Policy  may  restrain  the  destroying  faculties  for 
the  present;  but  they  exist;  and  will  come 
forth  when  interest  prompts  and  policy  permits. 
They  have  been  exercised;  and  the  general 
prostration  of  the  Southern  and  Western  banks 
attests  tiie  fact  They  will  be  exercised,  (the 
charter  being  renewed,)  and  the  remaining 
State  banks  will  be  swept  with  the  besom  of 
destmction.  Not  that  all  will  have  their  signs 
knocked  down,  and  their  doors  closed  up.  Far 
worse  than  that  to  many  of  them.  SubJ  ugation, 
la  preference  to  destmction,  will  be  the  fate  of 
many.  Every  planet  must  hare  Its  satellites ; 
every  tyranny  must  have  its  instruments ;  every 
knight  is  followed  by  his  sqnire ;  even  the  king 
of  beasts,  the  royal  quadruped,  whose  roar  sub- 
dues the  forest,  must  have  a  small  subservient 
animal  to  spring  his  prey.  Just  so  of  this  im- 
perial bank,  when  installed  anew  in  itsformida- 
ole  and  lasting  power.  The  State  banks  Rpaied. 
by  the  sword,  will  be  passed  under  the  yoke. 
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They  will  become  subordinate  parts  in  the  great 
machine.  Thdr  place,  in  the  soale  of  eubordi- 
uation  will  he  one  degree  below  the  rank  of  the 

legitimate  branches ;  their  business,  to  perform 
the  work  which  it  would  be  too  disreputaUa 
for  the  legitimate  branches  to  perform.  TUs 
will  be  the  fate  of  the  State  banks  which  are 
allowed  to  keep  up  their  signs,  and  to  set  open 
their  doors ;  and  thus  the  entire  moneyed  pow- 
er of  the  Union  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  one 
single  institution,  whose  inexorable  and  invis- 
ible mandates,  emanating  from  a  centre, 
would  pervade  the  Union,  pving  or  withhold- 
ing money  according  to  ite  own  sovereign  will 
ai^  absolute  pleasure.  To  a  favored  State,  to 
an  individual,  or  a  class  of  individuals,  &Tored 
by  the  central  power,  the  golden  stoeam  of 
Paotolua  would  flow  direct.  To  all  suoh  the 
munifioent  mandates  of  tiie  High  Directory 
would  come,  as  the  fabled  god  made  his  terres- 
trial Tint  of  love  and  desire,  enveloped  in  a 
shower  of  gold.  But  to  others  —to  tJiose  not 
favored — and  to  those  hated — the  mandates  of 
this  same  directory  would  be  as   the  planetary 

Slague  which  hangs  its  poison  in  the  sick  air ;  '* 
eath  to  them  I  death  to  all  who  minister  to 
their  wants  I  What  a  state  of  tbihgsl  What 
a  condition  for  a  confederacy  of  States  I  What 
grounds  for  alarm  and  terrible  apprehension, 
when,  in  a  oonfederaciy  of  such  vast  extent,  so 
man^  indepMident  States,  so  many  rival  com- 
mercial cities,  so  muoh  sectional  jMlousy,  such 
violent  political  parties,  such  fierce  contests  for 
power,  there  should  be  but  one  moneyed  tri- 
bunal before  which  all  the  rival  and  containing 
elements  must  appear  1  but  one  single  dispenser 
of  money,  to  which  every  citizen,  every  trader, 
every  merchant,  every  manufacturer,  every 

Elanter,  every  corporation,  every  city,  every 
tate,  and  the  Federal  Government  itself,  must 
apply,  in  every  emergency,  for  the  most  indis- 
pensable loan  1  and  this,  ui  tiie  face  of  the  fact, 
that,  in  every  contest  for  human  rights,  the 
great  moneyed  institutions  oi  the  world  have 
uniformly  been  found  on  the  nde  oi  kings  and 
nobles,  against  the  lives  and  libertieB  of  the 
people. 

6.  To  hold  real  estate,  receive  rents,  and  re- 
tain a  body  of  tenantry, — This  privilege  is  hos- 
tile to  the  nature  of  our  republican  GovemmoiL 
and  inconsistent  with  the  nature  and  design  of 
a  banking  institution.  Bepublics  want  free- 
holders, not  landlords  and  tenants ;  and  except 
the  corporators  in  this  bank,  and  in  the  Britiui 
East  India  Company,  there  is  not  an  incorporated 
t>ody  of  landloras  in  any  country  upon  the  face 
of  the  eartii  whose  laws  emanate  frran  a  legislar 
tive  body.  Banks  are  instated  to  promote 
trade  ana  industry,  and  to  ud  the  Government 
and  its  citizens  with  loans  of  money.  The 
whole  ailment  in  favor  of  banking— every 
argument  in  favor  of  this  bank — rests  upon  tb^ 
idea.  No  one,  when  this  charter  was  granted, 
presumed  to  speak  in  favor  of  incorporating  a 
society  of  landlords,  especially  foreign  landlordsi 
to  buy  lands,  build  houses,  rent  tenemente^  ana 
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retain  tenaotj.  Loans  of  money  was  the  objoot 
in  view,  and  the  porchase  of  real  estate  is  in- 
oompatible  with  that  objeot.  Instead  of  re- 
maining bankera,  the  oorporatore  may  tarn  land 
opeoal&torB :  instead  of  oaviBg  monej  to  lend, 
they  may  torn  70a  oat  tenants  to  Tote.  To  an 
i4)plication  for  a  loan,  they  may  answer,  and 
answer  tm^,  that  they  hare  no  money  on  hand ; 
and  the  reason  may  be^  that  they  hare  lidd  it 
out,  in  lands.  This  seems  to  be  the  case  at 
present  A  onninittee  of  the  LegUIatnre  of 
PeniuylT&nia  has  Jast  appUed  for  a  loan;  the 
President  of  the  bank,  nothing  loth  to  make  a 
loan  to  that  great  State,  for  twenty  years  longer 
than  the  charter  has  to  exist,  expresses  his  ro> 
gret  that  he  cannot  lend  bat  a  Imilted  and  in- 
adequate sum.  The  fhndst^the  institation,  he 
sayB,  will  not  permit  it  to  advance  more  than 
eight  millions  of  dollars.  And  why }  becanse 
it  has  invested  three  millions  in  real  estate  I 
To  this  power  to  hold  real  estate,  is  saperadded 
the  means  to  acquire  it.  The  bank  is  now  the 
greatest  mon^ea  power  in  the  Union;  in  the 
event  of  the  renewal  of  its  charter,  it  will  soon 
be  the  sole  one.  Sde  di^ienser  ot  money,  it 
will  soon  t>e  the  chief  owner  of  property.  To 
tmlimited  means  of  acqnisition,  wonld  be  nnited 
perpetaity  of  tenure ;  for  a  corporation  never 
dies,  and  is  free  from  the  operation  of  the  laws 
which  govern  the  descent  and  distribntion  of 
real  estate  in  the  hands  of  individnals.  The 
Hmitationa  in  the  charter  are  vidn  and  illnsory. 
They  insnlt  the  understanding,  and  mock  the 
credolity  of  foolish  believers.  The  bank  is 
first  limited  to  snch  acqaistdons  of  real  estate 
as  are  necessary  to  its  own  accommodation ; 
then  comes  a  proviso  to  undo  the  limitation,  so 
&r  as  it  ooneems  pnrohaaesnpon  Its  own  mort- 
gages and  exeenoMiftl  TMsia  the  limitation 
upon  the  eqMunty  of  snch  an  institation  to  ac- 
qoire  real  estate.  Aa  if.  it  had  any  thine  to  do 
oat  to  make  loans  npon  mortgages,  and  posh 
execataons  npon  jndgmenta  I  Having  all  the 
money,  it  wonid  be  the  sole  lender ;  mortgages 
being  the  road  to  loans,  all  borrowers  mnst 
travel  that  road.  When  birds  enough  are  in 
the  net,  the  fowler  draws  his  atrlog,  and  the 
heads  are  wrong  off.  So  when  mortgages 
enough  are  taken,  the  loans  are  called  in ;  dia- 
eoonts  cease;  coitailments  are  made;  failures 
to  ensae ;  writs  isnie ;  Judgments  and  exe- 
cntions  follow ;  all  the  mortgaged  premises  are 
for  sale  at  onoe :  and  the  attorn^  of  the  bank 
^ipears  at  the  elbow  of  the  marshal,  sole  Udder, 
iOM  sole  purchaser. 

What  is  the  legal  effect  of  this  vast  capacity 
to  acquire,  and  this  legal  power  to  retidn,  real 
estate  f  la  it  not  the  creation  of  a  new  species 
of  morbnun  f  And  of  a  kind  more  odioaa  and 
dangerous  than  the  mortm^n  of  the  church 
which  it  baffled  the  English  Parliament  so  many 
ages  to  abolish.  The  mortmain  of  the  ohnroh 
was  a  power  in  an  ecclesiastical  corporation  to 
hold  real  estate,  independent  of  the  Wa  of  dis- 
tribution and  descent :  the  mortmain  of  the  bank 
is  a  power  in  a     ooiporation  to  do  the  same 


thing.  The  evil  of  the  two  tenures  is  identical ; 
the  cuffereuce  between  the  two  corporations  is 
no  more  than  the  diffierence  between'  parsons 
and  money  changers ;  the  capacity  to  do  mis- 
chief incomparably  the  greatest  on  the  part  of 
the  lay  corporators.  The  church  could  only 
operate  upon  the  few  who  were  thinking  of  the 
othOT  world ;  the  bank,  upon  all  who  are  hn- 
mersed  in  the  badness  or  the  pleasares  of  this. 
The  means  of  the  ohnroh  were  nofUng  bnt 
prayen;  the  means  of  the  iMud:  is  mon^I 
The  church  received  what  ft  oonld  beg  from 
dying  sinners;  the  hank  maj  extort  what  it 

Jdeases  firom  the  whole  lining  generation  oi  the 
ost  and  nnjust  Snoh  is  the  parallel  between 
the  mortmain  of  the  two  eorporations.  They 
both  end  in  monopoly  of  estates,  and  peipetoity 
of  suocession;  and  the  bank  is  the  greatest 
monopolizer  of  the  two.  Monopolies  and  per- 
petnu  succession  are  the  bane  of  republics. 
Onr  ancestors  took  care  to  provide  against  them, 
by  abolishing  entails  and  prlmogenitare.  Evea 
the  gkbee  of  the  ehuroh,  lean  and  fbw  as  they 
were  in  most  of  the  Stato,  fell  under  the  re- 
pabHoan  prini^e  of  limited  tenores.  All  the 
States  abolished  tiie  antl-republioan  tenures; 
bat  Congress  re-establishes  them^  and  in  a 
manner  more  dangerous  and  offensive  than  be- 
fore the  revolution.  They  are  now  given,  not 
generally,  but  to  few ;  not  to  natives  only,  bnt 
to  foreigners  also ;  for  foreigners  are  larae  own- 
ers of  this  bank.  And  thus,  the  principles  of 
the  revolution  sink  before  the  privileges  of  an 
incorporated  company.  The  laws  of  the  States 
fall  before  the  mandates  of  a  central  directory 
in  Philadelphia.  Foreigners  become  the  land- 
lords of  free  bom  Americans ;  and  the  young 
and  flourishing  towns  of  the  United  States  are 
ver^g  to  the  fiite  the  fiunily  boitinghs 
whidi  oelong  to  the  great  aristocracy  cf  In- 
land. 

Let  DO  one  say  the  bonk  will  not  aTail  itself 
of  its  capacity  to  amass  real  estate.  The  foct 
is,  it  has  already  done  so.  I  know  towns,  yea, 
cities,  and  coold  name  them,  if  it  might  not 
seem  invidious  from  this  elevated  theatre  to 
make  a  public  reference  to  their  misfortunes, 
in  which  this  bank  already  appears  as  a  domi- 
nant and  engrossing  proprietor.  I  have  been  in 
places  where  the  answers  to  inquiries  for  the 
owners  of  the  most  valnable  tenements,  would 
remind  yon  of  the  answers  given  by  the  Egyp- 
tians  to  similar  questions  fW>m  the  French  offi- 
cers, on  thur  maroh  to  Cairo.  Yon  recollect, 
no  doubt,  sir,  the  dialogue  to  which  I  allude : 
"  Who  owns  that  palace  ? "  "  The  Mameluke ; " 
"  Who  this  oountry  house ! "  "  The  Mameluke ; " 
"These  gardens?"  "  The  Mameluke ;  "  "That 
field  covered  with  rice} "  The  Mameloke."— 
And  thus  have  I  been  answered^  in  the  towns 
and  cities  referred  to,  with  the  sin^de  exception 
of  the  name  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
substituted  for  that  of  the  military  sooarge  of. 
Egypt  If  this  is  done  under  the  first  charter, 
what  may  not  be  expected  under  the  sec<mdt 
If  this  ia  done  while  the  bank  is  on  its  boat 
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behavior,  what  may  she  not  do  when  freed  irom 
all  restraint  and  delivered  np  to  the  boondless 
copidity  and  remorseless  exactions  of  a  moneyed 
(Mwporation  ? 

6.  To  deal  in  pawns,  merchandise,  and  bills 
of  fficchange. — hope  the  Senate  will  not  require 
me  to  read  diy  passages  from  the  charter  to 
prove  what  I  say.  I  know  I  speak  a  thing 
nearly  incredible  when  I  allege  that  this  bank 
in  addition  to  all  its  other  a^ibutes,  is  an  in- 
corporated company  ot  pawnbrokers!  The  al- 
legation staggers  belief,  hot  a  reference  to  the 
charter  will  dispel  incredulity.  The  charter, 
in  the  first  part,  forbids  a  traffic  in  merchandise ; 
in  the  after  part,  permits  it.  For  truly  this 
inatmrnent  seems  to  have  been  framed  upon 
the  principles  of  contraries ;  one  principle  miak- 
ing  linutatioDS,  and  the  other  following  after 
with  provisoes  to  nndo  them.  Thoa  is  »  with 
lands,  as  I  have  jost  shown ;  thos  is  it  with 
merchandise,  as  I  now  show.  The  bank  is  for- 
bidden to  deid  in  mavhandise— proviso,  unless 
in  the  case  of  goods  pledged  for  money  lent, 
and  not  redeoned  to  the  day;  and,  proviso, 
again,  unless  for  goods  whiih  shall  be  uie  pro- 
ceeds of  its  lands.  With  the  help  of  these  two 
provisoes  it  is  clear  that  the  limitation  .is  un- 
done ;  it  is  clear  that  the  bank  is  at  liberty  to 
act  the  pawnbroker  and  merchant,  to  any  ex- 
tent that  it  pleases.  It  may  say  to  all  the  mer- 
chants who  want  loans,  Ple^e  your  stores, 
gentlemen  1  They  most  do  i^  or  do  worse; 
and,  if  any  accident  prevents  redemption  on 
the  day,  the  pawn  is  fivfbited,  and  the  bank 
takes  possesrion.  On  the  othor  hand,  it  may 
lay  out  its  rents  for  goods ;  it  may  sell  its  real 
estate,  now  worUi  three  milluHU  of  dollars,  for 
goods.  Thus  the  bank  is  an  incorporated  com- 
pany'of  pawnbrokers  and  merchanta,  as  well  as 
an  incorporation  of  landlords  and  luad-specula- 
tors;  and  this  derogatory  privilege,  like  tbe 
others,  is  copied  from  the  old  Bank  of  England 
charter  of  1604.  Bills  of  exchange  are  also 
subjected  to  the  tra£Qo  of  this  bank.  It  is  a 
traffic  unconnected  with  the  trade  of  banking, 
dangerous  for  a  great  bank  to  hold,  and  now 
QjMKtiDg  most  i^urionsly  in  the  Bouth  and 
West  It  is  the  process  which  drains  these 
quarters  of  the  Union  of  their  gold  and  silver, 
and  stifles  the  growth  of  afidr  commerce  in  the 
products  of  the  country.  The  merchants,  to 
make  remittances,  bay  bills  of  exchange  from 
the  branch  banks,  instead  of  buying  prodnoe 
from  the  farmers.  The  bills  are  paid  for  in  gold 
and  silver;  and,  eventually,  the  gold  and  sUver 
are  sent  to  the  mother  bank,  or  to  the  branches 
in  the  Eastern  cities,  either  to  meet  these  bills, 
or  to  replenish  their  coffers,  and  to  famish  vast 
loans  to  favorite  States  or  individuals.  The  bills 
Bell  cheap,  say  a  fraction  of  one  per  cent. ;  they 
are,  therefore,  a  good  remittance  to  the  mer- 
chant. To  toe  bank  the  operation  is  donbly 
good ;  for  even  the  half  one  per  cent,  on  bills 
of  ezohange  is  a  great  profit  to  the  inatitntitm 
which  monopoliza  that  badness,  while  the 
coUeotion  and  delivery  to  the  branches  of  all 
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the  bard  money  in  the  country  is  a  still  more 
considerable  advantage.  Under  this  system, 
the  best  of  the  Western  banks — I  do  not  n>eak 
(Mfthoae  which  had  no  foundations,  and  sank  un- 
der tiie  T«^t  of  neic^borbood  opinion— bnt 
those  which  deserved  &vor  and  cmfidttioe, 
sank  tai  yean  i^.  Under  this  iiystem,  the 
entire  West  is  now  xmdergoing  a  silent,  general, 
and  invisible  drain  of  its  hara  money ;  and,  if 
not  quickly  arrested,  these  States  will  soon  be, 
as  far  as  the  precious  metals  are  ooncemed,  no 
more  than  uie  empty  akin  of  an  immolated 
victim. 

7.  To  establish  branehes  in  the  different 
States  without  their  consent,  and  in  defiance  of 
their  resistance. — No  one  can  deny  tbe  degrad- 
ing and  injurious  tendency  of  this  privilege.  It 
derogates  firom  the  sovereign^  of  a  State; 
tramples  npon  her  laws;  ii^iires  her  revenue 
and  otmmmoe;  lays  open  her  Govenim^t  to 
the  atta^  of  eentralism;  faup^rsthe  propeity 
other  dtizena;  and  fitaton  a  vampire  on  hur 
boeom  to  anck  oat  her  gold  and  nlvw.  1.  It 
derogates  from  her  sovereignty,  becaose  the 
central  institution  may  impose  its  intrusive 
branches  upon  the  State  without  ho-  consent, 
and  in  defiance  of  her  remstance.  This  has 
already  been  done.  The  State  of  Alabama,  but 
four  years  ago,  by  a  resolve  of  her  Legidatnre, 
remonstated  against  the  intmsion  of  a  branch 
npon  her.  She  protested  against  the  favor. 
Was  the  will  of  uie  State  respected  f  On  the 
contrary,  was  not  a  branch  instantaueoosly 
forced  upon  her,  as  i^  by  the  snddenneas  (tf  the 
action,  to  make  a  stnking  and  ooDspionons  dis- 
play ot  the  omnipotmoe  of  the  bank,  and  the 
nullity  of  the  State?  S.  It  tramples  upon  her 
laws;  because,  according  to  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  CJoart,  the  bank  and  all  its  brant^es 
are  wholly  independent  of  State  legislation ;  and 
it  tramples  on  them  again,  because  it  authorizee 
foreigners  to  hold  lands  and  tenements  in  every 
State,  contrary  to  tbe  laws  of  many  of  them; 
and  becaose  it  admits  of  the  mortmain  tenure, 
which  is  condemned  by  all  the  republican  States  in 
the  Union.  &.  It  injures  her  revenue,  because  the 
bank  stock,  under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  is  not  liable  to  taxation.  And  thaa^ 
foreigners,  and  non-reiddent  Americana,  who 
monopolise  the  money  of  the  State,  who  hoM 
its  best  lands  and  town  lots,  who  meddle  in  its 
elections,  and  suck  out  its  gold  and  nlver,  and 
perform  no  military  dnfy,  are  exempted  ttom 
paying  taxes,  in  proportion  to  their  wealth,  for 
the  support  of  the  State  whose  laws  they  tram- 
ple npon,  and  whose  benefits  they  usurp.  4, 
It  sabjects  the  State  to  the  dangerons  ma- 
ncBuvrea  and  intrigues  of  centralism,  by  means 
of  the  tenants,  debtors,  bank  officers,  and  bank 
money,  which  the  central  directory  retain  ia 
the  State,  and  may  embody  and  direct  against 
it  in  its  elections,  and  in  its  l^pslative  and  ja- 
dicial  proceedini^  6.  It  tends  to  imp^  the 
pn^wrty  of  the  citizens,  and,  in  some  instameeS| 
that  of  the  States,  by  destroying  the  State 
banks  in  whioh  they  have  invested  their  rnonqj. 
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9,  It  la  ii\|iiri(nui  to  the  commerce  of  the  States, 
(I  speak  nthe  Western  States,)  hj  sabstitating 
a  tnAo  in  bUIs  of  exchange,  for  a  trade  in  the 
products  of  the  ooontrj.  7.  It  fiwtens  a  vam- 
inre  on  the  bosom  of  the  State,  to  stick  awaj 
Its  gold  and  silver,  and  to  co-operate  with  the 
oonree  of  trade  of  federal  legislation,  and  of  ez- 
obange,  in  druning  the  Soath  and  West  of  all 
their  hard  money.  The  Southern  States,  with 
fheir  thirtjr  millions  of  anliitat  exports  in  cot- 
ton, rice,  and  tobacoo,  and  the  Western  States, 
wiUi  their  twelve  millions  of  provisions  and 
tobacco  exported  from  New  Orleans,  and  five 
millions  consumed  in  the  Sontb,  and  on  the 
lowMT  Missisrappi, — ^that  is  to  say,  with  three- 
fifths  of  the  marketable  prodnctiona  of  the 
UnicHi,  are  not  able  to  sustain  thirty  spede- 
paying  banks ;  while  the  minority  of  the  States 
north  of  the  Potomac,  without  any  of  the  great 
staples  for  export,  have  above  fonr  hundred  of 
snch  banks.  These  States,  wi^ont  rice,  with- 
ont  cotton,  without  tobacco,  without  sugar,  and 
with  less  flour  and  provisions,  to  export,  are 
saturated  with  gold  and  silver,  while  the  south- 
ern and  western  States,  with  all  the  real 
souroes  of  wealth,  are  in  a  state  of  the  utmost 
destitution.  For  this  calamitous  reversal  of  the 
natural  order  of  things,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  stands  forth  pre-eminently  culpable.  Yes, 
it  is  pre-eminently  culpable  I  and  a  statement  in 
file  National  lotellige&oer  itf  this  morning,  (a 
paper  which  would  overstate  no  fact  totiie 

dudioe  of  the  bank,)  cites  and  proclaims  the 
which  proves  this  culpability.  It  dwells, 
and  exults,  on  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver 
in  the  vaults  of  the  Uuited  States  Bank.  It 
declares  that  institution  to  be  "  overburdened  " 
with  gold  and  sOver;  aai  well  may  it  be  so 
overburthened,  since  it  has  lifted  the  load  en- 
tireily  from  the  South  and  West.  It  colls  these 
metals  "  a  drug  "  in  the  hands  of  the  bonk ;  that 
is  to  say,  an  article  for  which  no  purchaser  can 
be  fotmd.  Let  this  "  drug,"  like  tiie  treastirea 
of  the  detiinmed  Dw,  of  Algiers,  be  released 
from  tilke  dwnimon  of  its  keeper ;  let  a  part 
bud:  to  Qie  Soutii  md  West,  and  the  bank  will 
DO  loDgor  complain  of  repletion,  nor  they  of 
depletion. 

8.  Exemption  of  the  stockholders  iivm  in- 
dividual liability  on  the  failure  of  tbe  bank.— • 
This  privily  denotes  from  the  common  law, 
is  contrary  to  the  principle  of  partnerships,  and 
injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  community.  It  is 
a  pectdiar  privilege  granted  by  law  to  these 
corporators,  and  exempting  them  from  liability 
except  in  their  corporate  capacity,  and  to  the 
amouDt  of  the  assets  of  the  corporation.  TTn- 
h^pily,  these  assets  are  never  amz,  that  is 
to  aay,  moniE^  when  occasion  comes  for  recmv 
ling  to  them.  When  a  bank  foils,  its  assets  are 
alw^  lett  thuk  its  detuts ;  so  that  reqiondUli- 
^  fyihi  tbe  instant  that  liability  aoomea.  Let 
no  one  aay  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
is  too  great  to  CaiL  One  greater  than  it,  and  its 
proto^pe,  has  f^ed,  and  that  in  our  own  day, 
ud  lor  twoity  jun  at  a  time:  the  Bank  of 
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Eni^and  failed  in  1797,  and  the  Bank  of  the 
Umted  States  was  on  the  point  of  filling  in 
1819.  The  same  cause,  namely,  stookjobbing 
and  overtrading,  carried  both  to  the  luink  of 
destruction ;  the  same  means  saved  both,  name- 
ly, the  name,  the  credit,  and  the  helping  hand 
of  the  Governments  which  protected  them.  Yes, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  may  fail ;  and  its 
stockholders  live  in  splendor  upon  the  princely 
estates  acquired  with  its  notes,  while  the  indns- 
trions  classes,  who  hold  these  notes,  will  be  tm- 
ftble  to  receive  a  shilling  for  thera.  This  is 
uqjust.  It  is  a  vice  in  the  charter.  The  true 
principle  in  bimkii^f  requires  each  stockholder 
to  be  liable  to  the  amount  of  his  shares ;  and 
suUects  him  to  the  snmmar;^  action  of  vreey 
holder  on  the  feilure  of  Uie  institution,  till  h6 
has  paid  up  the  amount  c£  his  subsOTlption. 
This  is  the  true  jn^uciple.  It  has  prevailed  in 
Scotland  for  the  last  century,  and  no  such 
thing  as  a  broken  tunk  has  been  known  thoe 
in  aU  that  time. 

9.  To  have  the  United  States  for  a  partner.— 
Sir,  there  is  one  oonseqnence,  one  r^ult  of  all 
partnerships  between  a  Government  and  indi- 
viduals, which  should  of  itself  and  in  a  mere 
mercantile  point  of  view,  condemn  this  asso- 
ciation on  the  part  of  the  federal  Government. 
It  is  the  principle  whidi  puts  the  strong  part- 
ner forward  to  bear  the  burthen  whenever  the 
concern  ia  in  danger.  The  weaker  members 
flock  to  the  strong  partner  at  the  approach  of 
the  storm,  and  tbe  necessity  of  venturing  more 
to  save  what  he  has  already  staked,  leaves  him 
no  alternative.  He  becomes  the  Atlas  of  the 
Arm,  and  bears  all  upon  his  own  shoulders. 
This  is  the  principle :  what  is  the  fact  1  Why, 
that  the  United  States  has  already  been  com- 
pelled to  fitistain  the  federal  bank ;  to  prop  it 
with  her  revenues  and  its  credit  in  the  trials 
and  crisis  of  its  early  administration.  I  pass 
over  other  instances  of  the  damage  suffered 
by  tbe  United  States  on  account  of  this  part- 
nership; the  immense  standing  deposits  for 
which  we  receive  no  compensation ;  the  loan 
of  flve  millions  of  onr  own  money,  for  whifdi 
we  have  paid  a  million  and  a  half  in  interest:  the 
five  per  cent,  stock  note,  on  which  we  have 
paid  our  partners  four  million  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-flve  thousand  dollars  in  interest; 
the  loss  of  ten  millions  on  the  three  per  cent, 
stock,  and  the  ridiculous  catastrophe  of  the 
miserable  imui,  which  has  been  paid  to  ua 
with  a  fraction  of  our  own  money :  I  pass  over 
all  this,  and  come  to  the  point  of  a  direct  loss, 
as  a  partner,  Id  the  dividends  upon  the  stock 
itself.  Upon  this  naked  point  of  profit  and 
loss,  to  be  decided  by  a  role  in  arithmetic,  we 
have  sustained  a  direct  and  heavy  loss.  The 
stock  hdd  by  the  United  States,  as  everybody 
knows,  was  snhBorlbed  not  paid.  Itwasastoi^ 
note,  deported  for  seven  millions  of  dollars, 
hearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.  The  in- 
ducement to  this  HubsoriptioQ  was  the  seduo> 
Uve  conception  that,  by  paying  five  per  cent, 
on  Its  note  the  United  States  would  dear  four 
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or  fire  per  cent,  in  getting  a  dividend  of  eight 
or  ten.  This  was  the  indacetneot ;  now  for  the 
realization  of  this  fine  conceptaon.  Let  us  see 
it.  Here  it  ia:  an  official  retom  from  the 
Begiatw  of  the  Treasury  of  interest  paid,  and 
of  dlTldauda  reoeived.  The  aoooout  itauds 
thns: 

Intereit  pidd  by  the  United  Statei,  $^,'725,000 
IHTidendH  receiTed  by  the  United  Statee,  4,629,426 


Iion  to  the  United  States,  90,674 

Disodvantageoiu  as  this  partnership  most  be 
to  the  United  States  in  a  moneyed  point  of  view, 
there  is  a  ftr  more  grave  andaeiiooa  aspect  un- 
der which  to  Tiew  it  It  is  the  poUtioal  aapecL 
resulting  A-om  the  nnioo  between  the  bauk  and 
the  Government.  This  nnioo  has  been  tried 
in  England,  and  has  been  foand  there  to  be 
Jast  as  disastroQs  a  coi^anction  as  the  ooion  of 
charch  and  State.  It  ia  the  conjuDction  of  the 
lender  and  the  borrower,  and  holy  writ  has 
told  ns  which  of  these  categories  will  be  mas- 
ter of  the  other.  But  suppose  they  agree  to 
drop  rivalry,  and  anite  their  reeonrces.  Sop- 
pose  they  combine,  and  make  a  pu$h  for  politi- 
cal power:  how  great  is  the  mischief  which 
they  not  accomplish  I  Bat;  on  tiiia  bead, 
T  wish  to  use  the  laagnage  of  one  of  the  bright- 
est patriots  of  Great  Britain;  one  who  has 
shown  bimsdf^  In  these  modem  daya,  to  be 
the  worthy  sooceBsor  of  those  old  iron  barons 
whose  pa^iotism  commanded  the  anpurcbase- 
able  eolo^um  of  the  elder  Ktt.  I  q»eak  of  Sir 
WiUlam  Polteney,  and  his  qieedh  against  the 
Baok  of  England,  in  1797. 

Tbk  bpekch — Extract — "  I  have  said  enough  to 
show  that  Oovemmeat  has  been  rendered  depend- 
ent OQ  the  bank,  and  more  particularly  so  in  the 
time  of  wbt;  and  though  the  bank  has  not  yet 
bllen  Into  the  hands  of  ambitious  men,  yet  it  la  ev- 
ident that  it  might,  in  such  liands,  assume  a  power 
sufficient  to  control  and  overawe,  not  only  the  mln- 
ibters,  but  king,  lords,  and  commons.  •  •  •  • 
As  the  bank  has  thus  become  dangerous  to  Gov- 
emment,  it  might,  on  the  other  hud,  by  uniting 
with  an  ambitiooa  minister,  become  the  means  of 
establiflfains  a  fourth  estate,  sufficient  to  involve 
(his  natfon IttirretrteTablealavery,  and  ought,  there- 
fore, to  be  dreaded  as  modi  as  a  certain  East  India 
bill  was  justly  dreaded,  at  a  period  not  very  remote. 
I  will  not  say  that  the  present  minister,  (the  younger 
^tt,)  by  endeavoring,  at  this  crisis,  to  take  the  Buik 
of  England  under  hia  protection,  can  have  any  view 
to  make  use,  hereafter,  of  that  en^ne  to  perpetuate 
liis  own  power,  and  to  enable  him  to  domineer  over 
our  constitution :  if  that  could  be  supposed,  It 
would  only  show  that  men  can  entertain  a  very  dif- 
ferent train  of  ideas,  when  endeavoring  to  overset  a 
rival,  from  what  occurs  to  them  when  intending  to 
support  and  fix  themselves.  My  object  is  to  secure 
the  country  against  all  risk  either  from  the  bonk  as 
op^sed  to  Government,  or  as  the  engine  of  am- 
fctitious  men." 

And  this  is  my  object  also.  I  wish  to  seenre 
the  UnioD  from  all  chance  of  harm  from  this 
bank.  I  wish  to  provide  against  its  friendship, 
as  wen  as  its  eiutii^--agi£aet  all  danger  from 
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its  hog,  as  well  as  from  its  blow.  I  wish  to 
provide  against  all  risk,  and  every  hazard ;  for, 
If  this  risk  and  hazard  were  too  great  to  be  en- 
countered by  King,  Lords,  and  Oommons,  io 
Great  Britain,  th^  must  oert^nly  he  too  great 
to  be  enconntered  by  the  pe(^le  of  the  United 
States,  who  are  bat  oommoiia  alone. 

10.  To  have  Ibreignen  for  partners.— This, 
Mr.  President^  will  be  aatrange  story  to  be  ttdd 
In  the  West  Hie  downright  and  upright  peo- 
ple of  that  nnsophlsticatea  region  believe  that 
words  mean  what  they  signify,  and  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statee"  is  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  How  great  then  most  be  Hkot 
astoni^ment  to  learn  that  this  belief  is  a  false 
conception,  and  that  this  bank  (its  whole  name 
to  the  contrary  notwithatanding)  ia  just  as 
much  the  bank  of  foreigners  as  It  is  of  the  Fed- 
era!  Government.  Here  I  would  like  to  have 
the  proof— a  Ust  of  the  names  and  nations,  to 
establish  this  almost  incredible  fact.  Bnt  I 
have  no  acoess  except  to  pnbllo  docammts,  and 
from  one  of  these  I  learn  as  modi  as  w31 
answer  the  present  ^nch.  It  Is  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  ways  and  Meana,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  last  eesrion 
of  Oongress.  That  report  admits  that  fortifi- 
ers ovni  seven  millions  of  the  stock  of  this 
bank ;  and  everybody  knows  that  the  Federal 
Government  owns  seven  millions  also. 

Thns  it  is  proved  that  foreigners  are  as  deep- 
ly interested  in  this  bank  as  *  the  United 
States  itself.  In  the  event  of  a  renewal 
of  the  charter  they  will  be  mnoh  more  deeply 
interested  than  at  present;  for  a  project  of  a 
rise  in  the  stock  to  two  bondred  and  flffy,  and 
the  nnset^  state  of  tUngs  in  Europe,  will  in- 
duce them  to  make  great  investments.  It  Is  to 
no  purpose  to  say  that  the  fore^  stockhtdden 
oannot  be  voters  or  directors.  The  answer  to 
that  so^estion  ia  this :  the  foreigners  have  tibe 
money ;  they  pay  down  the  cash,  and  vrant  no 
acconmiodations ;  they  are  lenders,  not  borrow- 
ers; and  In  a  great  moneyed  institution  snch 
stockholders  most  have  the  greatest  influenee. 
The  name  of  this  bank  is  a  deception  upon  the 
public.  It  is  not  the  bank  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, as  its  name  would  import,  nor  of  the 
States  which  compose  this  Union ;  but  chiefly 
of  private  individuals,  foreigners  as  well  as 
natives,  denizens,  and  natnzaliMd  mljeota. 
They  own  twenty-eight  millions  of  the  stot^ 
the  Federal  Government  bnt  seven  miOiona,  and 
these  seven  are  predsdy  balanced  by  the  stock  of 
the  aliens.  The  Federal  Government  and  the 
allenaare  equal,  owning  one-fifth  each:  and  there 
wonld  be  as  much  tram  in  calling  it  uie  Engliah 
Bank  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Now 
mark  a  few  of  the  privileges  which  this  charter 
gives  to  these  foreigners.  To  be  landholders,  in 
defiance  of  the  State  laws,  which  forbid  aliens 
to  hold  land ;  to  be  landlords  by  incorporation, 
and  to  bold  Amerioan  citizens  for  tenants ;  to 
hold  lands  in  mortmain;  to  be  pawnbrokers 
and  merchants  by  incorporation ;  to  pay  the 
revenne  of  tte  United  States  ia.  their  onm 
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notes ;  in  short,  t6  do  erety  thing  which  I  have 
endeaTored  to  point  oat  in  the  long  and  bide- 
ouB  list  of  excfasire  privUeges  graoted  to  this 
bank.  If  I  have  shown  it  to  be  dangeroos  for 
the  United  States  to  he  in  partnership  with  its 
own  citizens,  how  maoh  stronger  is  not  the 
argument  against  a  partnership  with  foreign- 
en  t  What  a  pnM|>eot  for  loans  when  at  war 
with  a  foreign  poww,  and  the  anlyeots  of  that 
power  large  owner*  of  the  bank  here,  from 
which  alon^  or  firom  bonks  Uable  to  be  destroy- 
ed b;*  f^WB  wn  obtdn  money  to  carry  o^  the 
war  I  What  a  state  of  things,  1£  In  the  di- 
vision of  politiosl  partiea  one  of  tAese  nartiea, 
and  the  forugoers,  coaleeoing,  shoidaj  have 
the  ezdnriTo  control  of  all  Oie  mboey  in  the 
Union,  and,  in  addition  to  the  monej,  shoidd 
have  bodies  of  debtors,  tenants,  and  bank  offi- 
oers  stationed  in  all  the  States,  with  a  snpreme 
and  irresponsible  system  of  centralism  to  ^rect 
the  whole  t  Dangers  from  snch  oontingencies 
are  too  great  and  obTiooa  to  be  insisted  npon. 
They  strike  the  common  sense  of  all  manldnd, 
and  were  powerM  oonsiderati<HU  for  tiie  old 
wli^  republicans  for  tiie  nonrenewal  of  the 
charter  of  1781.  Ur.  Jc^rson  and  the  whig 
repaldioans  staked  th^r  political  existence  on 
tiie  non-renewal  of  that  charter.  They  sao- 
ceeded;  and,  by  sacoeeding^  prerented  the 
coontry  from  being  laid  at  the  mercy  of  British 
and  ultra  fWeralists  for  fonda  to  carry  on  the 
last  war.  It  is  said  the  United  States  lost  forty 
milli(His  by  Q^iU!  depreciated  currency  daring 
the  last  war.  lliat,  probably,  is  a  mistake  (tf 
one-halt  But  be  it  so  I  For  what  are  forty 
milHons  compared  to  the  loss  of  the  war  itself 
— cmnpared  to  the  ruin  and  infamy  of  baring 
the  Gomnment  arrested  for  want  of  money — ■ 
topped  and  paralyzed  hytiie  reoepticm  of  sach 
a  note  as  the  younger  Pitt  received  fhnn  the 
Bank  of  En^and  in  17961 

11.  Exemption  ftom  due  course  of  law  for 
Tiolalaons  of  its  (barter. — This  is  a  privilege 
which  affects  the  administration  of  justice,  and 
stands  without  example  in  the  annab  'of  repub- 
lioaa  l^jslation.  In  the  case  of  all  other  delin- 
quents, whether  persons  or  corporations,  the 
laws  take  their  course  against  those  who  offend 
them.  It  is  the  right  of  every  citizen  to  set 
the  laws  in  motion  against  every  offender ;  and 
It  is  the  constitution  of  the  law,  when  set  in 
motion,  to  work  through,  like  a  machine,  re- 
sardless  oi  powers  and  principalities,  and  cut- 
ting down  the  gnilty  which  may  stand  in  its 
way.  Not  so  in  the  case  of  this  bank.  In  its 
behalf^  there  are  barriers  erected  between  the 
citizen  and  his  oppressor,  between  the  wrong 
and  the  remedy,  between  the  law  and  the  ot- 
fiender.  Instead  of  a  right  to  sue  out  a  aeire 
/aeia»  or  a  quo  wiarrmto,  the  iojored  citizen, 
with  an  humble  petition  in  Ms  hand,  must  re- 
pair to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
Congress,  and  crave  their  leave  to  do  so.  IF 
leave  is  denied,  (and  denied  it  will  be  when- 
ever t^e  bank  has  a  peculiar  friend  in  the  Pres- 
ident, or  a  mqjori^  of  such  ftiends  in  Oongress, 
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the  ocmvenient  pretext  bting  always  at  hand 
that  the  general  welfore  reqnires  the  bank  to 
be  sustained,)  he  can  proceed  no  forther.  The 
machinery  of  the  law  cannot  Iw  set  in  motion, 
and  the  great  offender  langha  from  behind  hia 
barrier  at  the  impotent  resentment  of  its  helpless 
victim.  Thus  the  bank,  for  the  plainest  viola- 
tions of  its  charter,  and  the  greatest  oppressions 
of  the  citizen,  may  escape  the  pursuit  of  justice. 
Thus  the  administration  of  justice  is  subject  to 
be  strangled  in  its  birth  for  the  shelter  and 
innteotion  of  this  bank.  Bat  this  is  not  all. 
Another  and  most  alarming  mischief  results 
fiom  the  same  extraordinary  privily.  It 
gives  the  bank  a  direct  interest  in  the  Presi- 
dential and  Oongressional  eteotions:  It  gives  it 
need  for  friends  in  Oongress  and  in  the  Presi- 
dential chair.  Its  hte,  its  very  existence,  may 
often  depend  upon  the  friendship  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Congress;  and,  in  snch  cases,  it  is 
not  in  human  nature  to  avoid  nslng  the  im- 
mense means  in  the  hands  of  the  bank  to  in- 
fluence the  elections  of  these  ofBcers.  Take 
the  existing  foct— the  case  to  which  I  alluded 
at  the  oommenoement  of  this  speech.  There  is 
a  case  made  out,  ilpe  with  Ju^dal  evidence, 
and  big  with  the  Sate  of  the  bank.  It  is  a  case 
of  usury  at  the  rate  of  forty-dx  per  oent,  in 
violation  of  the  charter  which  only  admits  an 
interest  of  six.  The  facts  were  admitted,  in 
the  court  below,  by  the  bank's  demurrer ;  the 
law  was  decided,  in  the  court  above,  by  the 
supreme  judges.  The  admission  cbnclndes  the 
facts;  the  decision  concludes  the  lav.  The 
forfeiture  of  the  charter  is  established ;  the  for- 
feiture is  incurred ;  the  application  of  the  for- 
feiture alone  is  wanting  to  put  an  end  to  the 
institution.  An  impartial  Pretident  or  Con- 
gress might  let  the  laws  take  their  coarse; 
uiose  of  a  different  tempor  might  interpose 
their  veto.  What  a  ortns  fbr  ^e  bank  I  It 
beholds  the  sword  of  Damocles  suspended  over 
its  head  t  What  an  interest  in  keeping  those 
away  who  might  suffer  the  hair  to  be  cut. 

12,  To  have  all  these  unjust  privUeges  secured 
to  the  corporators  as  a  monopoly  by  a  pledge  of 
the  public  faith  to  charter  no  other  haak. — 
This  is  the  most  hideous  featare  in  the  whole 
mass  of  deformity.  If  these  banks  are  bene- 
ficial institutions,  why  not  several!  one,  at 
least,  and  each  independent  of  the  other,  to 
each  great  section  of  the  Union!  If  malignant, 
why  create  one!  The  restriction  constitutes 
the  monopoly,  and  rendersmore  invidious  what 
was  sofBciently  hatefol  in  itself  It  indeed,  a 
double  monopoly,  legislative  as  well  as  bank- 
ing ;  for  the  Congress  of  1816  monopolized  the 
power  to  grant  these  monopoUes.  It  has  tied 
up  the  hands  of  its  successors ;  and  if  this  can 
be  done  on  one  subject,  and  for  twenty  years, 
why  not  upon  all  subjects,  and  for  all  time ! 
Here  is  the  form  of  words  which  operate  this 
double  engrowment  of  our  rights :  "  No  other 
bank  shall  be  established  by  any  ftitare  law  of 
Congress  daring  the  oontiuoanoe  of  the  corpo- 
ration heiel^  enacted,  for  which  the  faith  of 
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Congress  is  hereby  pledged ; "  with  a  proviso 
fbr  uie  District  of  Columbia.  And  that  no  in- 
cident might  be  wanting  to  complete  the  taUe 
of  iiuB  ehul^r,  to  the  utter  reprobation  of  whig 
T^Uicans,  this  compound  monopoly,  and  the 
very  form  of  words  in  which  it  is  oonc^ved,  is 
copied  from  the  charter  of  the  Bmk  of  Eng- 
land I — not  the  charter  of  William  and  Mary,  as 
granted  in  1694,  (for  the  Bill  of  Eights  was 
then  fresh  in  the  memories  of  Englishmen,)  but 
the  charter  as  amended,  and  that  for  money,  in 
the  memorable  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  -when  a 
tory  Queen,  a  tory  Ministry,  and  a  toiy  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  apostle  of  toryism,  in  the  person 
of  Dr.  SaobeTeral,  with  his  sermons  of  divine 
right,  pasdve  obedience^  and  mm-reustance, 
were  riding  and  roline  over  the  prostrate  liber- 
ties of  Eo^and  I  This  is  the  preoioos  period, 
and  these  the  noble  authors,  irom  which  the 
idea  was  borrowed,  and  the  very  form  of  words 
copied,  which  now  figure  in  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  oonstitating  that 
donble  numopoly,  which  restricts  at  once  the 
powers  of  Congress  and  the  rights  of  the  dti- 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  the  chief  of  the  ez- 
dnrive  privileges  which  oon^tnte  the  monop- 
oly (rf  uie  Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  have 
qrakea  of  them,  not  as  they  deserved,  bnt  as 
my  abilities  have  permitted  I  bare  shown 
Toa  that  they  are  not  only  evil  in  themselves, 
but  copied  from  an  evil  example.  I  now  wish 
to  show  you  that  the  Government  from  which 
we  have  made  thu  copy  has  condemned  the 
original ;  and,  after  showing  tiiis  fiu^  I  think 
I  shall  be  able  to  appeal,  with  senmbie  effect, 
to  all  liberal  minds,  to  follow  the  enlightened 
ezunple  of  Great  Britain  in  getting  rid  of  a 
dangerous  and  invidious  institution,  after  hav- 
ing followed  her  permdous  example  in  assum- 
ing it.  For  this  purpose,  I  will  have  recourse 
to  proof^  and  will  read  from  British  state  pap^ 
of  1830.  I  will  read  extracts  f^m  the  corre- 
KKmdenoe  between  Earl  Uverpool,  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasnry,  and  Mr.  Kobinson.  OhanoeUor  of 
the  Exchequer,  on  one  nde,  and  the  Governor 
and  Deputy  Qovemor  of  the  Bank  of  England 
on  the  other ;  the  subject  being  the  renewal, 
or  rather  wm-renewal,  <tf  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  England. 

Oommmieatumtflrom  the  F^nt  Lord  oftk»  Treamry 
and  CluuMtMor  of  At  Bxehmur  to  tke  Gotemor 
tmd  DtftH^  Ooaemar  ijft&e  iBank  ofSngltauL— 
Extntdt. 

"The  f^Onres  which  have  occurred  In  Englsnd, 
\macoomp4Died  u  they  have  been  by  the  same  oc- 
cnrrences  in  Scotlsod,  tend  to  prove  that  there 
most  have  been  an  unsolid  and  delusive  system  of 
banking  in  one  part  of  Great  Brituo,  and  a  solid 
and  snbstantial  one  in  the  otiier.  *  *  *  *  In 
Bcotlaod,  there  are  not  more  than  tlurty  banks, 
(Ihree  chartered,)  and  these  banks  have  Mood  firm 
amidst  all  the  convulsions  in  the  money  market  in 
Eogland,  and  amidst  all  the  distresses  to  which  the 
manuiacturing  and  agricultaral  interests  in  Scot- 
land, as  well  as  in  JSngiaod,  have  oocarionslly  been 
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snlgect.  Banks  of  tlus  description  muetnecestnifly 
be  conducted  upon  the  generally  understood  and 
approved  principles  of  banking.  •  *  •  »  Xbe 
Bank  of  England  may,  perhaps,  propose,  as  they  did 
upon  a  former  occasion,  the  exteosion  of  the  term 
01  thdr  ezdosiTe  piirilege,  as  to  the  metropolis  and 
its  neIgM>orhood,  beyond  the  year  1883,  as  &e  price 
of  this  eoneesrion,  (tmotediate  smrender  of  excln- 
dre  privileges.]  It  would  be  very  much  to  be  re> 
gretted  that  they  should  require  any  such  coodiUon. 

•  •  •  •  It  is  obvious,  from  what  passed  be- 
fore, that  Parliament  will  never  agree  to  it.   *  * 

*  *  Such  privileges  are  out  of  fiishion;  and  what 
expectation  caa  the  bank,  under  present  ctrcom* 
stuices,  entertun  that  theirs  will  be  renewed?**— 
.Am.  18. 

Antmr  of  the  Court  of  Direeton. — BxtraeL 
"Under  the  uncertainty  in  which  the  Court  of 
Directors  find  themselves  with  respect  to  the  death 
of  the  bank,  and  the  effect  which  they  may  have  on 
the  interests  of  the  bank,  this  court  canoot  fed 
themselves  Justified  in  recommending  to  the  pro- 
prietors to  give  up  the  privilege  whuh  they  now 
enit^,  saDowmsd  and  confirmed  as  it  la  by  the 
solemn  ecu  of  the  LegUature."— /on.  ao. 

Second  communieation from  the  XiniUart. — JSietrtut, 
"The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Chancellor 
of  the  Bzeheqner  have  conmdered  the  answer  of  Um 
bank  of  the  20th  instant.  They  cannot  but  regret 
that  the  Court  of  Directors  should  Itave  declined  to 
recommend  to  the  Court  of  Proprietors  the  consid- 
eration  of  the  paper  delivered  by  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  the  Governor  and  Depu^  Governor  on  the  IStb 
instant.  The  statement  contdned  in  that  p^ierap' 
pean  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasnry  and  the  (Aan- 
celtor  of  the  Exchequer  so  foil  and  explicit  on  all 
the  poiutB  to  which  it  related,  that  they  have  noth> 
ing  further  to  add,  although  they  would  have  been, 
and  still  are,  ready  to  answer,  as  far  as  possible,  any 
specific  questions  which  might  be  put,  for  the  par- 
jmse  of  removing  the  uncertainty  in  which  the  Court 
of  Directors  state  themselves  to  be  with  respect  to 
the  details  of  the  plan  suggested  in  that  paper." — 
/on.  £8. 

Second  antuer  of  the  Bank. — Extract. 
*'The  Committee  of  Treasury  [bank!  having  t^can 
into  eonsideration  the  puer  reoeivednom  the  Knt 
Lord  of  the  Treasniy  and  the  Ohancelhir  of  the  Sx- 
dieqner,  dated  January  23d,  and  finding  that  His 
H^eatys  minietera  persevere  in  thdr  deure  to  pro* 
pose  to  restrict  immei&tely  the  exclusive  privitoge 
of  the  bank,  as  to  the  number  of  partners  engaged 
in  banking  to  a  certun  distance  from  the  Metropo- 
lis, and  also  oontinoe  to  be  of  c^dnion  that  FarUsp 
ment  would  not  consent  to  renew  the  privilege  at 
the  ezf^tion  of  the  period  of  their  present  charter; 
finding,  also,  tliat  the  proposal  by  the  bank  of  esUb- 
lishing  branch  banks  is  deemed  by  His  Hi^esty^a 
ministers  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  tiie  country, 
are  of  oinnion  that  it  would  be  desirable  for  this 
corporation  to  propose,  as  a  baris,  the  act  of  8th  of 
George  the  FourUi,  whieh  states  the  conditions  on 
which  the  Bank  of  Ireland  relinquished  its  exclusive 
privileges;  this  corporation  wuving  the  question  of 
a  prolonntion  of  time,  although  the  committee  [of 
the  bank]  cannot  agree  in  the  opinion  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x- 


SaHi  tifiU  Uiitod  aMat—No^Smnaai  ^tko  CSknta>. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESa 


159 


VfeBBVABT,  1681.] 

eheqaer,  that  they  are  not  nuking  a  considerable 
sacrifice,  adverting  especiallj-  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland 
zemuning  in  posaesaioa  of  that  privilege  five  years 
loi^r  than  the  Bank  of  England." — Jan,  25. 

Here,  Mr.  President,  is  the  end  of  all  the  ex- 
olnsive  privileges  and  odions  monopoly  of  ^e 
Bank  of  EngluLd.  That  ancient  and  powerful 
institution,  so  long  the  haughty  tyrant  of  the 
moneyed  trorld — so  long  the  snbsidizer  of 
Kingg  and  IGnistera — bo  long  the  fruitful  moth- 
er of  oaticHul  debt  and  ttsuess  wars — so  long 
the  piioUfio  manufactory  ot  nabobi  and  paupers 
— so  long  the  dread  dictator  of  its  own  terms  to 
ParUament— now  droops  the  oonqnraed  wing, 
lowers  its  prood  crest^  and  qnuls  nnder  the 
blowa  of  its  late  despised  assailants.  It  first 
pota  on  a  courageoas  ur,  and  takm  a  stand 
npon  privileges  sanctioned  by  time,  and  con- 
firmea  by  solemn  acts.  Seeing  that  the  Minis- 
ters could  have  no  more  to  say  to  men  who 
would  talk  of  privileges  in  the  nineteentii  oen- 
tmy,  and  being  reminded  that  Parliament  was 
inexorable,  the  bally  suddenly  degenerates 
into  the  craven,  and,  firom  showiog  fight,  calls 
for  Quarter.  The  directors  condescend  to  beg 
for  the  smallest  remnant  of  their  former  power, 
for  five  yeara  only;  for  the  c^tr  of  London 
even ;  and  offer  to  send  branches  into  all  quar- 
ters. Denied  at  every  point,  the  subdued  ty- 
laat  aoqaiesces  in  his  &te.  umonnces  his  sub- 
mission to  the  spirit  and  intelligence  of  the 
age ;  and  qoietly  unks  down  into  the  humble, 
bnt  safe  and  useful,  condition  of  a  Scottish  pro- 
vincial bank. 

And  here  it  is  profitable  to  pause ;  to  look 
back,  uid  see  by  what  means  this  ancient  and 
powerful  institution — ^this  Babylon  of  the  bank- 
ing world — was  so  suddenly  and  so  tetany  pros- 
fa^ited.  Who  did  it  t  And  with  what  weap- 
ons I  Sir,  it  was  done  by  that  power  which  is 
now  regulating  the  afhirs  or  tiie  dvilized 
world.  It  was  done  by  the  power  of  public 
opiuon,  invoked  by  the  working  members  of 
the  British  Parliament.  It  was  done  by  Sir 
Henry  Pamell,  who  led  the  attack  npon  the 
Wellington  Ministry  on  the  night  of  the  15th 
of  November;  by  Sir  William  Pulteney,  Mr. 
Orenfel,  Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  Edward  Ellioe,  and 
others,  the  working  members  of  the  Honse  of 
Commons,  such  as  had,  a  few  years  before, 
overthrown  the  gigantic  oppressions  of  the  salt 
tax.  These  are  the  men  who  have  overthrown 
tiie  Bank  of  England.  They  began  the  attack 
in  1824,  under  the  discouraging  cry  of  too  soon, 
tooaoon — far  the  charter  had  Uien  nine  years  to 
mn !  and  ended  with  showing  that  they  had  begu  n 
Jnit  wxm  CDOOgh.  They  b^an  with  the  Minis- 
ters in  thur  front,  on  the  eide  of  the  hank,  and 
ended  with  having  them  on  their  own  side,  and 
TiiftTriTig  them  co-operators  in  the  attack,  and 
the  iostruments  and  infiicters  of  the  fatal  and 
final  blow.  But  let  us  do  justice  to  these  Min- 
isters. Though  wrong  in  the  beginning,  they 
were  right  in  the  end ;  though  monarchists, 
they  behaved  Uke  republicans.  They  were  not 
like  Polignaos.    They  yielded  to  w  iatelli- 1 


genoe  of  the  age;  they  yielded  to  the  spuit 
which  proscribes  monopolies  and  privileges, 
and  in  their  correspondence  with  the  bank  di- 
rectors, spoke  truth  and  reason,  and  asserted 
liberal  principles,  with  a  point  and  power  which 
quickly  put  an  end  to  daogerous  and  obsolete 
pretensions.  They  told  the  bank  the  mortify- 
ing truths,  that  its  system  was  unsolid  and  de- 
lusive— ^that  its  privileges  and  monopoly  were 
out  of  fashion— ^at  they  could  not  be  prolonged 
for  five  years  even — nor  soffned  to  exist  in 
London  alone ;  and,  what  was  still  more  cat- 
ting, that  the  banks  of  Sootiand,  which  had  no  •> 
monopoly,  no  privilege,  no  connection  with  the 
Qovemment,  which  pud  interest  on  deposits, 
and  whose  stockholders  were  responnble  to  the 
amount  of  their  shares — were  the  solid  and 
substantial  banks,  which  alone  the  public  in-  , 
terest  could  hereafter  recognize.  They  did  their 
buKness,  when  they  undertook  it,  like  true 
men ;  and,  in  the  single  phrase,  out  of  fashion, 
achieved  the  most  powerfol  combination  of  solid 
argument,  and  contemptuous  sani^asm,  that 
ever  was  compressed  into  two  words.  It  is  a 
phrase  of  electrical  power  aver  the  aenses  and 
paasions.  It  throws  back  the  n^d  to  the 
reigns  of  the  Tadora  and  Stuarts — the  terma- 
gant Elizabeth  and  the  pedag(^e  Jamea— and 
rouses  within  us  all  the  shame  and  rage  wa 
have  been  accustomed  to  feel  at  the  view  ci 
the  scandalons  sales  of  privileges  and  monopo- 
lies which  were  the  disgrace  and  oppression  of 
these  wretched  times.  Out  fashion!  Yes; 
even  in  England,  the  land  of  their  early  birth, 
and  late  protection.  And  shall  they  remain  in 
fashion  here !  Shall  republicanism  continue  to 
wear,  in  America,  the  antique  costume  which 
the  aoughty  champions  of  antiquated  fashion 
have  been  compelled  to  doff  in  England  f  Shall 
English  lords  and  ladies  oontinne  to  find,  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  unjust  and 
odious  privileges  which  th^  can  no  longer  find 
in  the  Bank  of  Enf^uid  ?  Shall  the  cc^y  sor- 
vive  here  after  the  ori^al  has  been  destroyed 
there!  Shall  the  yonng  whelp  triumph  in 
America,  after  the  (Ad  lion  has  been  throttled 
and  strangled  in  England  ?  No !  never  1  The 
thing  is  impossible  1  The  Bank  of  the  United 
Stat^  dies,  as  the  Bank  of  England  dies,  in  all 
its  odious  points,  upon  the  limitation  of  its 
charter;  and  the  omy  circumstance  of  regret 
is,  that  the  generous  deliverance  is  to  take  ef- 
fect two  years  earlier  in  the  Briti^  monarohy 
than  in  the  American  republic. 

One  word,  Mr.  Freeident,  npon  an  inddental 
topic.  It  is  shown  that  the  stock  of  t^e  Bank 
of  the  United  States  has  fallen  five  per  cent, 
in  consequence  of  the  opinions  disclosed  in  the 
President's  Messages ;  and,  thereupon,  a  com- 
plaint is  preferred  against  the  President  for  de- 
predating the  property  of  innocent  and  unof- 
ftoding  people.  I  made  a  remark  upon  this 
complaint  in  the  beginning  of  my  speech,  and 
now  have  a  word  more  to  bestow  upon  it.  I 
wish  to  contrast  the  conduct  of  the  American 
BtookholderB  with  that  of  the  Bank  ot  jEln^d 


Digitized  by 


Baitioftit  VmUed  8lalei—If<m-Jtaiewid<{ftke  Charter. 


160 


ABBIBaHBNT  OF  THB  ' 


Btmk  o/Oe  United  8tatM—N<m-Jim«wei  qftke  Ciartm:  [FBBRtrABT,  1881. 


Sbkatb.'] 

stockholders,  in  a  similar,  and  to  them,  mnch 
more  disastroos,  case.  The  Bank  of  England 
Btockholders,  also,  have  had  a  decline  in  the 

Erice  of  stock ;  not  oi  five  dollars,  bat  of  thirty- 
ve  poonds,  in  the  share.  Banlr  of  England 
Btook,  in  oonaeqaeDoe  of  Earl  Lireipdol^a  com- 
monioation,  and  of  the  debates  in  Pariiament, 
has  Men  from  S88  to  808 ;  eqnal  to  a  loss  of 
$166  in  every  share.  This  is  something  more 
than  $6.  Yet  I  have  never  heard  that  Earl 
Liverpool,  or  any  member  of  Parliament,  has 
been  called  to  account  for  prodacing  this  de- 
preciation. It  would  seem  that  the  liberty  of 
speech,  and  the  rights  of  discossion,  in  Great 
Britain,  extended  to  the  affurs  of  the  Bank  of 
England ;  and  that  Ministers  and  legislators 
were  safe  in  handling  it  like  any  other  subject. 

Fourthly.  I  object^  Hr,  President,  to  the 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  because  this  bank 
is  an  institution  too  costly  and  expensive  for 
the  American  people  to  keep  up. 

Let  no  one  cavil  at  tiiis  hrad  <^  objection, 
nnder  the  beUef  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  supports  itsd^  like  the  hibernal  bear,  by 
BQckiag  its  own  paws;  or  that  it  derives  its 
revenues,  as  a  spider  spins  its  web,  from  the 
recesses  of  its  own  abdomen.  Buch  a  belief 
would  be  essentially  erroneous,  and  highly  un- 
becoming the  intdltgence  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  The  fact  is,  that  the  bank  lives  upon 
the  people ;  that  all  its  expenses  are  made  oat 
of  the  people ;  all  its  profits  derived  from,  and 
all  its  losses  reimbursed  by,  them.  Tlus  is  the 
naked  truth;  by  consequence  every  shilling 
held,  or  issued,  by  the  bank,  over  and  above 
the  o^tital  stook,  is  a  tax  upon  the  pec^Ie ; 
and,  as  such,  I  shall  look  into  the  amount  of 
the  levy,  and  prove  it  to  be  too  great  for  the 
people  to  bear  any  longer. 

In  the  first  place,  we  have  the  direct  expenses 
of  the  bank,  the  actual  cost  of  its  annual  ad- 
ministration. These  expenses  are  returned  at 
$8^,000  for  the  year  1880 ;  and,  assuming  that 
sum  for  an  average,  the  total  coat  of  the  admin- 
istration for  twenty  years  will  be  about  seven 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  The  enormity 
of  this  sum  must  strike  every  mind ;  but,  to 
judge  it  accurately,  let  us  compare  it  to  the  ex- 
penses of  some  known  establishment.  Let  us 
take  the  dvil  list  vi£  the  Tederal  Government  in 
the  first  term  of  President  Washington's  admin- 
istration. Resorting  to  this  standard,  I  find 
the  expenditure  of  this  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment  to  be :  for  179S,  $881,000 ;  for  *98,  $868,- 
000;  for '94,  $441,000;  for '95,  $361,000;  pre- 
senting an  annual  average  of  $885,000 ;  which  is 
but  a  tri&e  over  the  bank  expenditure  for  1830. 
Now,  what  were  the  heads  of  expenditure  in- 
cluded in  the  civil  list-  at  the  period  referred 
to  f  Tliey  were  the  salaries  of  the  Prendent 
and  Vice  President ;  the  salaries  of  all  the  Sec- 
retaries, their  clerks  and  messengers,  and  the 

Surohase  of  the  paraphernalia  of  all  their  of- 
ces ;  compensation  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  the  ducharge  of  every  attendant  expense ; 
salaries  to  all  the  federal  Judges,  their  marshals 


and  district  attorneys,  and  the  cost  of  their 
court  rooms ;  the  expense  of  misnons  abroad, 
and  of  territorial  governments  at  home.  These 
were  the  items  of  the  civil  list ;  comprehend- 
ing the  whole  expenditure  of  the  administra- 
tion  for  all  olfjeeta,  except  the  army ;  tiiere 
being  at  that  time  no  navy.  The  a^ninistnt- 
tion  of  the  bank,  therefore,  actually  involves  an 
expenditure,  rivalling  that  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment  in  1792.  '98,  *94,  and  '99 ;  omitting  the* 
single  item  of  the  army,  which  was  then  on  a 
war  establishment.  The  next  item  of  bank  tax 
is  that  of  the  profits,  in  the  shape  of  annual 
dividends.  These  profits  are  now  seven  per 
cent. ;  but  have  been  less ;  and  at  one  time, 
owing  to  an  explosion  produced  b^  stock  job- 
bing, were  notning.  Assuming  six  per  cent, 
for  the  average  of  twenty  years,  and  the  aggre- 
gate will  be  $42,000,000.  In  the  third  place, 
the  contingent  fdnd,  reserved  to  cover  lossee, 
is  near  0,000,000  dollars.  Fomlhly,  the  real 
estate,  including  banking  houses,  is  above 
4,000,000  dollars,  fifthly,  lotiv*  reimbursed  to 
the  bank,  is  1,500,000.  Sixthly,  the  interest 
on  the  public  deposits,  whioh  the  bank  was 
receiving  from  the  United  States  or  individuals, 
while  the  United  States  were  paying  interest 
on  the  same  amount  to  the  bank  or  to  others, 
was  six  milHons  of  dollars  on  the  standing  de- 
posit of  about  five  millions.  The  a^regnte  is 
sixty-six  millions  of  dollars ;  to  say  iu>thing  of 
the  profit  on  the  stock  itself,  which  is  now 
twenty-six  per  cent.,  e^oal  to  $9,000,000  addi- 
tion to  the  otiginal  capital.  The  animal  aver- 
age of  this  aggregate  levy  of  nxty-rix  millions^ 
is  above  three  millions  and  a  quarter  (tf  doOara ; 
bemg  very  nearly  as  much  as  the  whole  expen- 
diture of  the  Federal  Government  in  the  second 
year  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration,  which  was 
but  8,787,000,  dollars,  the  army  included,  and 
the  navy  also,  which  had  then  sprang  into  ex- 
istence. Will  senators  reflect  upon  the  largeness 
of  this  levy,  and  consider  how  much  it  adds  to 
the  multiplied  burdens  of  our  complicated  sys- 
tem of  taxation  t  I  say  complicated ;  for,  under 
bur  duplicate  form  of  Government,  every  citi- 
zen is  many  times  taxed,  and  by  varioos  au- 
thorities, flrat^  his  State  tax,  then  his  ooun^ 
tax,  then  his  ooiporation  tax,  (if  he  live  in  a 
city.)  then  his  federal  tax,  and,  since  1816,  his 
bank  tax.  The  amount  of  each  is  ooodderaUe^ 
of  the  whole,  is  excestive ;  of  the  bank  tax,  in 
addition  to  the  others,  intolerable. 

The  direct  tax  of  1798,  which  contributed  so 
much  to  the  overthrow  of  the  men  then  at  the 
head  of  affairs,  was  an  inconsiderable  burden 
to  this  bank  levy.  Kot  so  mnch  as  one  million 
was  ever  pud  in  any  one  year  under  the  direct 
tax ;  while  the  annual  levy  of  the  bank  tax  ia 
three  millions  and  a  quarter.  The  one  is  as 
truly  a  tax  as  the  other,  and  as  certunly  pud 
by  Uie  people ;  and,  as  the  reduction  of  taxes 
is  now  the  policy  <tf  the  oonsttr,  I  present  this 
contribution  to  the  federal  bank,  as  the  fit  and 
eminent  item  to  head  and  grace  the  list  of  abo- 
liti<»i.  I  say,  to  head  and  grace  the  Uat  I  For 
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it  is  a  tax  not  011I7'  great  in  itself^  and  levied  to 
eapport  a  most  dan^rons  and  inTidiona  institn- 
tiiHi,  bnt  doubly  and  peculiarly  oppressive  upon 
the  people,  because  no  part  of  it  is  ever  remnd- 
ed  to  them  in  the  shape  of  beneficent  expendi- 
ture. In  the  case  of  every  other  tax,  in  all  the 
contributions  levied  for  ^e  purposes  of  Gov- 
ernment, there  is  some  aUeviation  of  the  bur- 
den— some  restitution  of  the  abducted  treasure 
— some  return  to  the  pe(^le — eome  re-infusion 
of  strength  into  tb^  raua — ^in  the  costomary 
retmbnrsement  uf  the  revenne.  The  Govern- 
ment nsoally  pt^s  it  back,  or  a  portion  <rf  it 
for  salaries,  services,  and  supplies.  But,  in  the 
osae  of  the  bank  tax,  there  is  nothing  of  this 
reimbursement.  The  bank  refonds  nothing; 
but  all  the  money  it  makes  out  of  the  people  is 
gone  from  them  forever.  It  goes  into  a  comer 
of  the  ITnion,  and  remidns  uiere :  it  goes  into 
private  hands,  and  becomes  individual  prop- 
erty. The  stockholders  divide  it  among  them- 
selves. Twice,  in  every  year,  they  nMike  the 
division  of  these  modem  apolia  opima — tliese 
dearest  spoils — not  of  the  enemy^s  general  killed 
in,  battle,  bnt  of  American  tutizena  fleeced  at 
home.  This  is  a  grievous  aggravation  of  the 
amount  of  the  tax.  It  is  the  agra-antion  which 
renders  taxation  inanpportablerTt  ia  "  absentee- 
ism" in  a  new  and  legalized  form.  It  is  the 
whole  mischief  of  that  system  of  absenteeism, 
which  drains  off  tlie  we^th  of  Ireland  to  fer- 
tilize England,  France,  and  Italy,  leaving  Ire- 
land itself  the  most  distressed  and  exhausted 
country  in  Europe,  instead  of  remaining,  as 
God  created  it,  one  of  the  richest  and  most 
flourishing.  Eternal  drawing  out,  and  no 
bringing  back,  is  a  process  which  no  people,  or 
,  country,  can  endure.  It  is  a  process  which 
wonld  exhaust  the  resources  of  nature  herself. 
The  earth  would  be  deprived  of  its  moiiAore, 
and  ohuged  into  a  deawt,  if  the  exhalations  of 
the  day  did  not  return  in  dews  at  night.  The 
vast  ooean  itself^  with  all  its  deep  and  bound- 
less waters,  would  be  sucked  up  and  dried 
away,  if  the  vapors  drawn  up  by  the  sun  did 
not  form  into  clouds,  and  descend  in  rtun  and 
snow.  80  will  any  people  be  exhausted  of  their 
wealth,  no-  matter  how  ^eat  that  wealth  may 
be,  whose  miserable  destmy  shall  subject  them 
to  a  system  of  taxation  which  is  forever  levy- 
ing, and  never  refunding :  a  system  whose  cry 
is  that  of  the  horse-leech,  more  I  more  I  more  I 
— whose  is  that  of  the  grav&  give  t  give  t 
£^ve  I — whose  attribute  is  that  of  the  grave  also, 
never  to  render  back  1— and,  such  precisely  is 
the  system  of  taxation  to  which  the  people  of 
these  States  are  now  subjected  by  the  federal 
bulk. 

Of  the  three  great  divisions,  Mr.  President, 
into  which  this  question  divides  itself,  I  have 
touched  but  one,  I  have  left  untouched  the 
constitntional  difBculty,  and  the  former  mis- 
mana^ment  of  the  bank.  I  have  handled  the 
question  as  if  the  constitutional  authority  for 
the  bank  was  express,  and  as  if  its  whole  ad- 
ministration had  Men  ftee  from  rei»roaoh.  I 
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have  looked  to  the  nature  of  the  institution 
alone;  and,  finding  in  its  very  nature  insur- 
mountable objections  to  its  existence,  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  public  good 
requires  the  institution  to  cease.  I  believe  it 
to  be  an  institution  of  too  mnch  power;  of 
tendencies  too  dangerous ;  of  privileges  too 
odious ;  of  expense  too  enormous,  to  be  safely 
tolerated  under  any  Government  of  free  and 
equal  laws.  My  mind  is  made  up  that  the  pres- 
ent charter  ought  to  be  allowed  to  expire  on 
its  own  limitation:  and,  that  no  other,  or  sub- 
se(^uent  one,  should  ever  after  be  granted. 
This  is  my  opinion ;  I  may  add,  my  b^ef ;  for 
I  have  the  consolation  to  believe  wttb  the  event 
will  not  deceive  my  hopes. 

I  am  willing  to  see  the  charter  enire,  with- 
out providing  any  substitute  for  the  present 
bank.  I  am  willing  to  see  the  currency  of  the 
Federal  Government  left  to  the  hard  money 
mentioned  and  intended  in  the  constitution ;  I 
am  willing  to  have  a  hard  money  Crovemmefit, 
as  that  of  France  has  been  since  the  time  of  as- 
aignaU  and  ma7\daU,  Every  species  of  paper 
mij^t  be  left  to  the  State  authorities,  unrecog- 
nized by  the  Federal  Gtovemment,  and  cmly 
touched  by  it  for  its  own  convenience  when 
equivalent  to  gold  and  silver.  Such  a  currency 
filled  France  with  the  precious  metals,  when 
England,  with  her  overgrown  bank,  was.  a  prey 
to  all  the  evils  of  unconvertible  paper.  It  fur- 
nished money  enough  for  the  imperial  Govern- 
ment when  the  population  of  the  empire  was 
three  times  more  numerous,  and  the  expenses 
of  Government  twelve  times  greater,  than  the 
population  and  expenses  of  the  United  States; 
ana,  when  France  possessed  no  mines  of  gold 
or  diver,  and  was  destitute  of  the  exports 
which  command  the  8pe<ne  of  other  countries. 
The  United  States  possess  gold  mines,  now 
yielding  half  s  million  per  annum,  with  every 
prospect  of  equalling  those  of  Peru.  But  this 
IS  not  the  best  dependence.  We  have  what 
is  superior  to  mines,  namely,  the  e;q>orts  which 
command  the  money  of  the  world ;  that  is  to 
say,  the  food  which  sustains  life,  and  the  raw 
materials  which  sustain  manufactures.  Gold 
and  silver  is  the  best  current^  for  a  republic ; 
it  suits  the  men  of  middle  property  and  the 
working  people  best ;  and  if  I  was  going  to  es- 
tablish a  working  man's  party,  it  should  be  on 
the  basis  of  hard  money;  a  hard  money  party 
agfunst  a  paper  party. 

Hr.  Wbbsixb  demanied  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  to  grant  leave  for  tiie  introduc- 
tion of  the  resolution;  and  the  vote  being  taken, 
was  decided,  without  farther  debate,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tais.— Uessrs.  B&mard,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown, 
Bicketson.  Dudley,  Forsyth,  Graody,  Hayne,  Iredell, 
King,  UcKmley,  Fohidexter,  Sanford,  Smith  of 
South  Carolina,  Tazewell,  IVonp,  Tyler,  'White^ 
Woodbury — 20. 

Kats. — Meaare.  Barton,  Bell,  Buroct,  Chase,  Clay- 
ton, Foot,  Freliiubnysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  John< 
ston.  Knight,  liringtton,  Katks,  Koble,  BohUna^ 
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RobinsoiuRugglea^Sermoiir,  Slflbee,  Smith  of  Hd., 
^ngae,  Webster,  wUler— 28. 

So  tb«  S«iate  refosed  leave  fox  the  intro- 
dnotiou  of  the  rewdntiou. 

Poat  Office  Inioatigation. 

Ur.  GBinn>T  said,  that,  in  the  Select  Commit- 
tee fq)pomted  to  examine  into  the  condition  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,  a  serioos  diffenence 
of  opinion  existed  in  relation  to  the  description 
of  testimony  to  be  brooght  before  them ;  and 
that  he,  for  one,  vas  tinwilling  that  the  opin- 
ions of  part  of  that  committee  should  prevail, 
without  the  cononrrence  of  the  Senate.  He, 
therefore,  sabmitted  the  following  resolution : 

Jtetoleed,  That  the  Select  Committee  Kppointed 
on  the  ISth  daj  of  December  last,  to  inquire  into 
the  condition  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  are  not 
authorized  to  call  before  them  the  persona  who  have 
been  dismissed  from  office,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
ttuning  the  reasons  or  causes  of  their  removaL 


TcBSDAT,  February  8. 
Duty  on  Alum  Salt, 

Ur.  Benton  rose  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  alum  salt.  He  said 
that  tliis  kind  of  salt  was  not  manufactured  in 
the  United  States ;  that  it  was  indispensable  in 
curing  provisions,  and  bad  to  be  bought  at 
whatever  price  it  might  cost.  He  said  that  the 
uses  of  salt,  and  the  imury  done  to  the  com- 
monity  by  taxing  it,  had  commanded  the  atten- 
tion of  the  British  Parliament,  and  occasioned 
ft  committee  to  he  appointed  in  the  year  1818, 
whose  labors  were  a  monument  to  their  honor, 
and  a  title  to  the  gratitade  of  their  country. 
They  had  taken  the  exmninations  in  writing  of 
more  than  seventy  witnesses,  comprehending 
men  of  the  first  character  in  every  walk  of  life, 
of  whom  he  would  mention  Lord  Kenyon,  Sir 
Thomas  Bernard,  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Arthur 
Tonng,  and  Sir  John  Stanley,  whose  testimony, 
with  the  reports  of  the  committee,  extended  to 
four  hundred  folio  pages.  He  wonld  read  some 
parts  of  their  testimony,  and  believed  that  the 
Senate  would  perform  a  great  service  to  the 
American  people  if  th^  would  direct  a  com- 
mittee to  make  an  abstract  of  the  whole,  and 
publish  some  thoosand  copies  for  distribution 
among  the  people. 

Hr.  B.  then  began  to  read  a  part  of  the  ex- 
tracts which  he  had  ma4e,  when  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  Kr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  who  made 
several  points  of  order,  one  of  which  was,  that 
Mr.  B.'s  motion  was  not  seconded.  The  Vice 
President  said  that  it  was  not  usual  to  have 
motions  seconded  in  the  Senate ;  that  the  role 
was  a  formality  which  had  not  been  dltended 
to  in  practice ;  but,  if  any  Senator  made  it  a 
point,  the  rule  muat  be  enforced.  Mr.  B.  tiien 
appealed  to  the  Senators  from  the  touA  <k  iSar 
■on  and  Dickson's  line  to  fhmlsh  him  a  second. 
Several  rose,  and,  obeerring  among  them  }Sx. 


WooDBtrBT,  of  I7ew  Hampshire,  he  gave  him 
the  preference,  because  he  was  from  the  jiortk 
of  Mason  and  Dickson's  line,  and  because  he 
had  been  the  first  to  open  the  campaign  against 
the  salt  tax  several  years  ago.  He  stud  that  the 
report  and  speechea  d  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  agunat  the  salt  tax,  would  remi^ 
aa  monmnente  to  his  honor  when  bia  own  pom: 
exertions  were  for^tten ;  and  he  tocdc  pride 
and  pleasure  in  paying  this  tribute  to  him,  and 
making  it  more  folly  known  in  the  West,  titiat 
he  was  only  the  follower  of  that  distinguished 
and  patriotic  Senator,  so  justly  dear  to  the  whig 
repuDlicana  <^  all  quarters  of  the  Union,  in  wag- 
ing a  war  of  determined  Iiostility  agunat  the 
salt  tax. 

The  other  objections  of  JSi,  Foot  being  dis- 
posed of^  Ur.  B.  went  on  to  read,  or  state,  the 
extracts  to  which  he  referred. 

IXTILACT. 

1.  -fVom  Sir  John  SineUrir'a  evidence. — I  was  once 
at  the  farm  of  a  great  farmer  in  the  Netherkada,  « 
Ur.  Messelmau,  at  Chenoi,  near  Havre,  where  I  was 
surprised  to  see  an  immense  heap  of  Cheshire  rock 
salt,  which  he  said  he  fomd  of  the  greatest  use  for 
Ma  stock.  He  Btid,  first,  that,  by  allowing  Ida 
sheep  to  tick  It,  the  rot  was  effectaally  prevented  ; 
secondly,  that  his  cattle,  to  whom  he  gave  lumps  of 
it  to  lick,  were  thereby  protected  from  infectioia 
disorders ;  and  the  cows  being  thus  rendered  more 
healthy,  and  being  induced  to  take  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  liquid,  gave  more  milk.  And  i  saw  tumtn 
of  this  adt,  to  whieb  tiie  cova  bad  access,  in  toe 
place  where  they  were  kept.  He  also  said,  that  a 
email  quantity  poonded  was  found  very  beneficial 
to  the  horses  when  new  oats  were  girea  them,  if 
the  oata  were  at  all  moist.  *  *  *  He  gave  them 
great  lumps,  that  they  (the  cattle)  might  lick  wbea 
uey  chose.  •  •  •  One  of  toe  most  Impmiaiito 
uses  of  salt,  as  connected  with  agricifitnre,  is,  that 
it  preserves  seed,  when  sown,  fVom  the  attacks  of 
the  grab."  *  *  *  In  a  commuDicatloa  to  me 
from  Sweden,  by  Baron  Schultz,  he  says,  the  salt 
destroys  the  different  sort  of  worms  found  in  the 
bodies  of  sheep,  but  in  particular  the  liver  worm. 

EXTRACT. 

S.  ArAur  Toufig'a  TUtmumy. — Did  you  ever 
try  salt  in  the  feeding  of  your  cattle  ? 

Yes ;  but  chiefly  with  sheep ;  and  I  found  the 
sheep  astonisbiU^y  fond  of  it. 

Do  yon  think  that  it  would  be  beneficial  in  pre> 
venting  the  rot  in  sheep? 

I  found  it  so  in  tiw  years  when  my  nei^boia* 
sheep  were  generally  aSbeted  with  the  rot ;  my 
sheep  escaped,  and  my  land  was  qidte  u  wet  aa 
my  neighbors'. 

Do  you  think,  conadcring  the  advantages  in 
health,  fattening,  aad  tiie  power  of  unog  inferior 
food  in  the  feecUng  of  cattle  and  stotdc  in  general, 
that  the  free  use  salt  would  be  an  advantage 
equivalent  to  seveu  shilHi^  a  head  to  the  farmer} 

I  should  think  it  would  be  worth  a  great  deal 
more.  I  think  it  Is  invaluable.  In  short,  let  my 
answer  be  what  it  would.  It  would  be  under  the  maifc. 

Dr.  Young  then  gave  his  opinion  that  &e 
stock  in  En^pAnd  would  be  increased  in  valne 
above  three  nullions  aterUng,  nearly  fifteen 
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iniBkHis  of  ddlariL  bj  the  Me  uw  oi  Bait.  He 
estimated  the  atotK  in  Sif^aiid  to  be — 

Borew,      .      .      .     1,600,000  head. 
Cattle,       .      .      .     4,600,000  do. 
Sheep,       .      .      .    80.000,000  do. 

EZTUOT, 

8.  Tettimmy  of  WiUwn  Olover,  miperintendaU 
4^     eattU  of  the  Son.  Mr.  Ownoen,  M.  P. 

Thii  depooeot  begao  to  give  salt  to  the  catUe 
under  his  care  the  19th  NoTember,  181V,  aad  from 
thai  time  till  now  the  cattle  have  had  salt,  aa 
fiidloira :  40  milch  cowb  and  breeding  heifers,  each 
4  onnces  per  da; ;  SO  oxen,  4  ounces  each  per 
day ;  27  youDg  cattle,  each  2  ounces  per  day  ;  26 
calvea,  I  ounce  each  per  day ;  48  horses,  each  4 
ouncea  per  day ;  444  sheep,  2  ounces  each  per  week. 
The  advantage  of  salt  ror  sheep  appears  to  this 
deponent  to  be  great ;  as  he  says  none  of  the  stock 
hare  died  in  the  sickneaa  since  they  commeoced 
ving  salt;  and  they  hare  had  none  in  the  rot; 
ouier  years  they  lost  some  of  the  ewea  and 
vethera  in  the  sickness.  And  this  deponent  says 
tliat  he  has  now  kept  the  cattle  at  Schoose  &rm  tea 
yean,  and  they  were  never  so  long  without  sickness. 

4  TKt  affidavit  of  thirty-two  farmm. 
We»  the  oodersigaed,  being  ftnnen,  and  the 
owners  of  knd  in  the  neighborhood  of  Workington, 
do  hereby  certify,  that  we  are  acqnunted  with  and 
witnesses  to  the  hct  of  Ur.  Curweu  giving  salt  to 
his  cattle  and  horses,  with  their  food,  ac  the  Schoose 
farm,  and  lU  Workington ;  and  that  we  are  desirous 
of  using  the  same  for  our  live  stock  if  we  could 
obtun  it  without  ^lUenlty,  and  at  a  diei^  rate. 

KZTRACT. 

6.  T(Utimony  of  Mr.  Gurweny  M.  P.  — ^In  regard 
to  cattle,  I  nave  underestimated  the  quantity, 
because,  if  salt  could  be  had  at  a  moderate  price, 
there  is  bo  animal  I  would  give  leas  than  ux  stone, 
(14  poands  to  the  stone,)  each  per  annum.   *  * 

•  •  •  •  •  J  believe  if  salt  were  in  general  use 
for  cattle  it  would  amount  to  340,000  tons — about 
14,000,000  buahela—  •  •  •«  The  Importance  of 
tiM  free  use  of  salt  to  agriculture  can  scarcely  be 
estimated  too  highly.  &Llt  contributes  not  only  to 
the  health  of  cattle  and  sheep,  but  accelerates  and 
promotes  the  quantity  of  milk  given  by  milch  cows. 
[In  another  place  Hr.  G.  says  that  the  use  of  salt 
jvevents  the  ill  taste  which  the  feeding  ou  certain 
weeds  and.  vegetables  imparts  to  the  miik.]  It  pre- 
vents Uie  rot  in  sheep,  and  the  effect  m  hoving, 
when  stock  are  fed  on  tomips  or  clover.  •  »  • 
Salt  renders  damaged  hay  palatable  and  nutriUous ; 
and,  if  applied  in  difficult  seasons,  prevents  aa 
undiie  fermeDtatioQ  and  beat  in  the  stack.  Chaff 
and  straw  would  be  rendered  available  to  a  much 
greater  extent  than  at  present  by  the  application 
of  salt.  It  would  be  a  most  valuable  ingredient  in 
the  prepamtion  of  warm  food  for  stall-fed  cattle  in 
the  improved  system  of  soiling ;  and,  from  my  ex- 
perience of  its  salutary  effects,  1  should  consider  the 
free  oae  of  it,  as  a  condiment,  the  greatest  boon  the 
Government  could  bestow  on  the  husbandman.  * 

•  •  •  •  I  conrider  the  advantage  from'ealt,  in 
feeding  my  stock,  on  a  &rm  of  eight  hundred  acres, 
worth  about  one  tiiouaand  pounds  per  annum,  would 
•exceed  three  bnndced  ponads  per  anoiuo  t  (that  is, 
■dd  ft  third  to  the  aimaal  Tsloe  of  the  fknn.) 


Hm  probable  eonsDmpdon  of  salt  for  ahe^  and 
cattle  may  be  taken  aa  follows,  to  wit: 


14  ibi.  th*  itoM. 

SMiom. 

80,000,000  BhMD  

Sstoae  eaoli. ,. 

00,000,000 
8,08A,«)0 
8,000,000 
0,000,000 
4,800,000 
iW0,000 

1,481,000  COWB  

1,100,000  ftttlni  beoats  

1,900,000  drangU  cattle  

800,000  oolla  and  aaddl«  Iwrtes. 

0  do. 

4  do. 

5  do. 

4      do.  ... 

8  d& 

not  eatimated. . 

8S,S»,000 

If.  B.  14  pounds  1  stone,  4  atones  1  bushel,  4 
bushels  I  cwt. 
|39~The  English  bushel  of  salt  is  66  lbs. 


xzTucr. 

6.  Lord  Kenyon't  evidence  hefwe  the  committee. — 
By  the  information  which  I  have  been  able  to  col- 
lect, I  am  induced  to  consider  salt,  wiien  sperii^y 
applied,  as  an  admirable  manure,  eq>edaUy  for 
fallows  and  arable  land ;  and,  when  mixed  up  with 
son  out  of  gutters,  or  refuse  dirt  or  ashes,  to  be 
very  valuable  also  on  grass  lands.  ICy  own  experi* 
ence  convinces  me  that  it  is  very  powerful  in  de- 
stroying vegetation  if  laid  on  too  thick,  having  put  a 
large  quahtity  of  refuse  salt  on  about  one-foiuui  of 
an  acre  of  land,  which,  after  two^ears,  still  remains 
quite  bare.  A  land  sorveyor  of  high  character  in 
my  nughborhood,  condders  that  the  use  of  salt 
wonld  be  likely  to  be  very  valuable  in  destroying 
the  slug,  wire  worm,  snail,  Ac.,  which  often  destroy 
whole  crops.  He  also  remembers  that  salt  was  used 
largely  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Higher  and 
Lower  Wiches  in  Cheshire,  before  the  duties  were 
rused  to  their  present  height.  With  respect  to  its 
value  for  cattle,  horses,  and  sheep,  I  am  informed 
that  it  is  very  highly  thought  of^  both  as  nntriment, 
and  as  used  meScinally,  intenudly  and  external^. 
Its  value  also  is  extremely  well  known  for  rendering 
bad  and  ill-gotten  hay  more  nourishing  and  more 
palatable  to  cattle  thui  even  good  hay. 

IZTRACT. 

V.  Seidena  of  Mr,  Kinytton. — In  reply  to  your 
queries,  as  an  agriculturist,  I  have  no  hemtation  in 
saying  that  salt,  if  freed  from  duty,  would  become 
one  of  the  most  useAil  and  general  articles  of 
manure  that  ever  was  tiiought  m,  if  properly  com- 
posed, by  mixing  it  with  mud  Of  sny  kind — the 
cleanings  of  ditches  and  ponds,  the  snruce  of  coarse 
ground  thrown  into  heaps  to  rot,  blubber,  &c.  I  am 
also  persuaded,  ttwt  if  it  could  be  afforded  to  be 
sprinkled  on  the  layers  of  hay,  when  making  into 
the  rick,  in  catching  weather,  it  would  prevent  its 
heating  and  getting  mouldy.  I  had  once  some 
small  cattle  tied  up  to  fatten,  which  did  not  thrive, 
owing,  as  the  bailiff  sud,  to  the  badness  of  ^e  hay, 
of  wmch  they  wasted  more  than  they  ate  ;  but,  by 
sprinkling  it  with  water  in  which  some  salt  had  been 
dissoVved,  they  return^  to  eat  it  greedily.  I  am 
free  to  say,  a  proper  quantity  of  salt  would  iwevent 
cattle  £rom  bemg  hoven  b j  an  excess  of  green  food. 

EXTEAOr. 

8.  Mr.  ThonuuBourni a  examination. — The  com- 
mittee understand  you  are  a  merchant,  residing  at 
liveifoolf 

I  am. 

Can  you  apeak  aa  to  the  probable  elfbct  of  the 
repeal  of  the  salt  duties  on  your  trade  t 

It  wonld  be  a  good  tlung,  in  my  opinion,  for  Uie 
country  at  large,  and  also  the  maaauctnres. 


A^r  on  J^toi  OA. 
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Hare  yon  on;  koowledge  of  its  bdug  used  iu  food 

for  ■nitti^lH  ? 

Tea,  to  bones  in  particnkr. 
Hu  it  a  good  effect? 
Yes. 

Then  do  you  not  suppose,  if  the  restrictions  were 
taken  off,  it  would  come  into  more  general  use 
among  the  farmerB,  for  stock  of  all  kio&f 

It  would  in  that  inBtance ;  we  used  to  hare 
fire  horses  in  our  ndk  salt  mine,  and  those  horses 
always  appeared  in  good  condition,  thon^  very 
much  worked. 

Were  they  liable  to  less  disorders  than  those  out 
of  the  mine  f 

Yes ;  much  less. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  they  were  in 
the  practice  at  that  time  of  receiriog  salt  with  their 
food? 

Yes ;  to  my  knowledge  they  were. 
In  wlMt  quantity  r 

Aboot  a  liandfiu  to  a  quartern  of  oats. 

■zTucr, 

9.  JEW<fcn«  of  Mr.  W.  Home. — ^There  are  very 
few  &rniers  who  are  not  aware  of  the  importance 
of  salt  in  preserying  hay,  and  restoring  it  when 
itemaged;  many  of  uiose  whom  I  have  conversed 
with  on  the  aolg'ect,  have  used  it  for  these  purposes, 
and  it  would  generaliy  be  resorted  to,  to  the  extent 
of  ten  or  fifteen  pounds  to  the  ton  of  hay,  if  the 
duties  on  salt '  were  repealed.  Lord  Somerville  has 
fiimished  most  satis&ctory  information  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  I  know,  from  respectable  authority,  that 
It  is  a  common  practice  in  the  TJiuted  States  of 
America  to  sprinkle  salt  upon  hay  when  forming  it 
into  ricks.  We  also  leam  from  Itord  Somerrule, 
that  Hr.  Darke,  of  Breedon,  one  of  the  most  cele- 
brated graziers  in  the  kingdom,  miied  salt  with  his 
fiooded  mouldy  hay,  and  that  his  Hereford  oxen 
did  better  on  it  than  others  on  the  best  hay  he 
had ;  and  he  was  convinced  tlw  hay  had  all  its  good 
effects  from  the  salt.  »  •  •  *  •  I  have 
learnt  &om  Mr.  Sutton,  of  Eaton,  in  Cheshire, 
that  be  would  give  thirty  tons  (120  bnsbeh^  of  66 
pounds  each)  of  salt  a  year  to  bis  cattie,  being 
fifty  cows,  if  the  duty  were  repealed.  •  •  •  • 
In  many  parts  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
salt  is  generally  given  to  cattle.  • "  •  •  •  • 
The  excellent  condition  of  the  horses  in  the  rock- 
vita  of  ChedUre,  mj  be  adduced  in  favor  of  its 
benefit  In  fiittemng  cattle  and  keephig  them  in 
health.  Hany  counted  that  tiiey  can  attribute 
the  longevity  of  their  horses  to  the  good  effects  of 
salt.  Mr.  Hadfield,  of  Liverpool,  furnishes  an  in- 
stance  in  his  horse,  thirty  years  old ;  be  constantly 

ELVe  it  rock  salt  to  lick,  placing  it  iu  bis  mangor. 
r.  Young  has  fhmiahed  us,  in  the  annals  of  agri- 
culture, with  a  most  interesting  and  satisfactory 
statement  (obtdned  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Saences  at  Paris)  on  the  effect  of  ^t 
in  fattening  cattie.  From  this  report  it  appears, 
that  to  the  unlimited  use  of  salt  was  to  be  ascribed 
the  circumstance  of  four  times  the  number  of  sheep 
having  been  reared  on  a  sterile  common,  than  would 
otherwise  have  sntiriBted  on  it ;  and  that  the  wool 
of  these  flocks  is  not  only  the  finest  In  the  whole 
country,  but  bears  the  highest  price  of  any  in 
France.  The  fineness  of  the  wool  of  the  Spanish 
sheep  is  also  attributed,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the 
free  use  of  salt.  It  is  not,  therefore,  I  presnme,  an 
jHitnwrdinary  position  to  ny,  tb^  by  a  proper  nse 


of  common  salt,  thS  same  quantity  of  forage  nUgfat, 
on  many  occasions,  be  made  to  go  twice  as  &r  as  it 
could  have  done,  in  feeding  ■nimwi^^  bud  the  salt 
been  withheld  finun  them  I 

■xraaCT. 

10.  Mr.  CharUt  O.  CfoOuO,  «zdmuud— What  b 

your  profesuon  f 

Answer.  A  bacon  and  provi^on  merchant,  resid- 
ing in  Judd  street,  Brunswick  square. 

What  is  the  nature  and  amount  of  your  bosineas, 
and  how  far  has  it  been  affected iiy  the  salt  duties! 

Answw.  About  fifty  years  ago  my  father  «rt«b- 
Ushed  a  manufactory  in  Tine  street,  and  expended 
£10,000  in  adapting  the  premises  fbr  the  ouring  of 
bacon  and  the  salting  of  pork.  Onr  annual  returns 
were  about  £60,000 ;  it  is  now  diminished  to  lea 
than  £1,000  anuualiy,  in  consequence,  as  I  appre- 
hend, of  the  very  high  duties  on  salt,  as  our  tnde 
baa  diminished  progresaiTely  ■>  thoee  dutiea  hav« 
increased. 

Do  you  not  condder  that  the  breed  of  bogi  liai 
also  diminished,  in  consequence  of  this  increase  of 
duty  on  salt  ? 

Answer.  Yery  materially ;  and,  as  a  ftarther  proof 
of  what  I  state,  we  bad  a  very  extenuve  trade  of 
£200,000  a  year  in  hogs;  now  not  £10,000. 

What  effect,  in  your  opinion,  would  a  great 
reduction  of  the  salt  duties  produce  in  your  hnnness  t 

Answer.  I  conceive  it  would  restore  onr  trade : 
we  should  then  be  able  to  supply  the  West  bidla 
markets,  and  other  colonies,  with  salted  pork, 
cheaper  and  better  than  any  other  country. 

What  is  the  quantity  of  aut  used  np<»i  100  wdgbt 
of  pork,  to  make  bacon  f 

Answer.  In  a  mann&etory  Ot  banni,  about  13 
pounds ;  to  cure  a  small  quantity,  abost  IV  or  18, 

IXTHAOT. 

11.  Tatimony  of  Sir  Tkonuu  Bernard. — I  ven* 
tured  to  suggest  that  a  tax  on  salt  was  fundamen- 
tally wrong  in  priocqde,  because  it  presses  most  on 
the  class  lust  i^e  to  bew  tlie  weight — becanse  of 
its  Immoral  tendency — and  because  it  d^ves  the 
nation  of  benefits,  beyound  measure  greater  tfaaa 
the  whole  produce  of  the  impost.  The  s^  dnticfl 
are  about  a  million  and  a  half  sterling  per  annum, 
(about  seven  millions  of  dollars.)  The  poor  use 
most  salt  in  proportion  to  their  wealth ;  a  cottager 
in  the  coontrj  ten  to  one  In  prcqportion  to  a  n^Ue- 
man  in  town.  But  tbebeneflta  of  which  tii«  nation 
is  deprived  by  the  salt  duties,  are  not  earily  ai^re* 
dated,  or  even  numbered.  In  agrienlture  and 
rural  economy  alone,  tiie  loss  In  feeding  cattie, 
sheep,  and  hogs — in  restoring  damaged  provender 
— in  manure,  and  in  the  effect  on  wages,  may, 
without  extravagance,  be  supposed  to  exceed  the 
whole  value  of  the  tax.  Equal,  perhaps,  would  be 
the  g^n  to  our  manuftcturers  of  woollen,  linen, 
glass,  earthenware,  soap,  &c,  &o.,  &c.,  by  the  nnre- 
str^ned  use  of  muriate  and  carbonate  of  soda  and 
muriatic  acid,  of  which  our  salt  nunes  and  ocean 
afford  supplies  absolutely  inexhaustible. 

Kr.  B.  having  read,  or  stated,  these  eztraota, 
to  show  the  nse  of  salt  in  sgriomtare,  said  ^ere 
were  many  other  witnesses  examined,  to  prove 
that  alnm  salt,  which  the  EngUsh  usually  called 
bay  salt,  becaose  it  was  made  by  solar  evapo- 
ration, out  of  sea  water  in  the  bay  of  Bisc^, 
and  other  bs^s,  was  indiq^ciuableto  the  enilng 
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of  provisions  for  long  keeping,  or  for  exporta- 
tion, other  articles  connected  with  agricmtare, 
as  cheese,  bntter,  bacon,  pickied  beef,  and  pick- 
led pork;  and  that  the  English  Government 
permitted  alam  salt,  under  the  name  of  hay  salt, 
to  be  imported  both  into  Eogland  and  Ireland 
duty  fi^e,  for  these  purposes,  even  when  the 
domestic  manufacture  of  common  salt  in  Eng* 
land  far  exceeded  the  home  demand,  and  fur- 
nished millions  of  boshels  for  exportation.  He 
also  stated  that  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Oommous  had  examined  the  first  phjwcians  of 
Great  Biitun,  to  prove  th«  effect  of  a  deficien- 
cy of  salt  in  the  providons  of  the  poor  on  their 
health,  and  that  these  phyaciaiis  uoiformlj  tes- 
tified that  many  diseases  of  the  poor,  and  espe- 
cially in  children,  were  the  effect  of  nsing  vege- 
tables not  snfficiently  salted,  and  fish  and  meat 
not  sufficiently  cored.  He  also  stated  that  the 
committee  had  extended  their  examination  to 
the  use  of  salt  in  various  manufactories,  and 
had  established,  by  proof,  that  a  variety  of  nse- 
ftd  manniactores  required  the  abolition  of  the 
salt  duty.  On  this  point  he  read  extracts  from 
the  examination  of  Samnel  Parkes,  Esq.,  an  em- 
ine&t  ehemijrt  of  LoDdon,  as  follows : 

XXTSACT. 

12.  JSxamintaion  of  Samuel  Parka. — ^What  Is 
your  profesuon? 

I  am  proprietor  of  the  chemical  works  in  Goswell 
street,  Londoo,  and  of  otha  chemiwl  works  hi 
UaidtHt  laoe,  IsHa^toa. 

Can  yon  acquaint  Uie  committee  what  are  the 
nsnafacturas  most  affected  by  the  salt  Uwsf 

The  manafactareB  of  mineral  alk&U,  cryetaUized 
soda,  muriatio  acid,  hard  soap,  dlstiagaished  from 
soft  soap,  Olaaber  salt,  Epeom  salt,  magnesia,  and 
sal  ammomac,  are  all  materially  affected  by  the  duty 
on  salt ;  but  as  common  salt,  or  one  or  other  of  the 
component  parts  of  common  salt,  is  made  use  of  in 
the  eompontion  of  a  grot  variety  of  arUoles  that 
are  employed  in  oar  ouinufactarea,  it  is  difficult  to 
answer  that  question  with  precision.  *  *  Ke- 
Kpecting  soap,  I  have  only  to  observe,  that  common 
Bait  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  manufacture  of 
hard  soap ;  for  howeret  plentifully  potash  may  be 
produced,  bum  qoanUUes  of  common  salt  must  be 
employed  with  it,  or  the  soap  win  be  only  tempe- 
ra^ hard;  U  will  have  no  lastibg  con«steuce. 
*  *  Salt  is  employed  la^ly  In  the  preparation 
and  mannfacture  of  a  great  nuoAer  of  ouer  articles 
that  might  be  enumerated;  and  in  a  short  time  I 
have  oo  doobt  tbey  would  all  be  beoeflted  by  the 
reduction  of  the  daty  on  salt. 

How  does  the  price  of  salt  affect  the  soap  boilers? 

As  it  affects  all  other  trades  in  wUoh  salt  ia  em- 
ployed. 

State  the  way  in  which  it  aActs  them. 
The  cheaper  it  ia,  the  chei^  they  will  have  It  if 
they  buy  it. 

io  yon  know  any  other  (maonfiicturing)  purposes 
£n>Baltr 

Tes :  h  is  nsed  In  very  lai^  qoaatlUes  by  dyers, 
when  H  can  be  had  ehe^;  and  in  a  great  variety 
of  other  ways. 

With  respect  to  the  salting  of  hides,  I  learn  from 
farther  inquiry,  that  the  batcher  nsually  applies  ftve 
poinds  of  salt  to  every  ox  or  cow  bide  which  he 


[Sraam 

baa  occafflon  to  lay  by,  or  to  send  to  the  tanner  at 

a  distance. 

Crystallized  soda  Cmade  of  salt)  Is  much  osed  in 
washing.  Four  hundred  tons  are  annually  made  at 
the  Long  Benton  works  only. 

You  Iwve  stated  that,  doling  the  latt  six  or  seven 
years,  it  baa  increased  from  one  to  four  hundred 
tons? 

Yes. 

This  at  the  Long  Benton  worlu  only? 
Yes. 

Which  is  made  from  salt  duty  fi^eef 
Tea.   They  have  an  ezolomve  iHivilsge. 

When  Vr.  B.  had  finished  reading  these  ex- 
tracts, and  expressed  his  regret  that,  oat  of 
seventy  witnesses,  andfoor  hundred  folio  pages 
of  testimony,  he  could  read  no  more  without 
encroaching  too  mach  on  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate, he  said  he  would  introduce  the  testimony  of 
some  American  witnesses  to  the  same  points. 
He  had  seen  the  statements  of  the  English  wit- 
nesses last  winter ;  and,  being  desirous  to  hear 
what  Americans  would  say  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, he  had,  in  the  course  of  the  last  sum- 
mer, addressed  certain  queries  to  some  friends 
and  acquaintances  in  the  western  States,  and 
had  reoraved  fivm  many  <tf  th«n  communioa- 
tions  of  BO  much  interest  and  valoe,  that  he 
should  lay  them  before  the  Senate ;  and,  first, 
would  euiblt  the  qnerira  fbr  the  better  nnder^ 
standing  of  the  answers.  The  names  of.  his 
correspondents,  he  said,  would  be  known  to  the 
members  of  the  Senate  from  the  States  in 
which  they  reside ;  some  will  be  known  to  the 
Senators  from  maiur  States ;  and  some  to  the 
whole  body  of  the  Senate. 

Queriet  on  the  ttaie  of  the  talt  trade  in  the  Wutem 
Statta. 

1.  Whettier  the  trade  tn  salt  Is  monopolized?  and; 
if  BO,  at  what  works  f  and  over  bow  many  States  do 

the  sales  of  these  monopolists  extend  ? 

2.  The  practices  of  the  monopolists,  if  any,  to 
enhance  the  price  of  salt,  and  to  prevent  competi- 
tion f 

3.  The  prices  of  domestic  and  foreign  salt  in  your 
ndghboriiood,  and  the  frdgbt  of  foreign  salt  from 
New  Orleans? 

4.  Whether  the  monopolists  have  established  de- 
pots of  salt  in  Afferent  States,  and  appt^ted  agents 
to  sell  their  salt,  and  restricted  the  saies  of  each  de- 
pot to  its  district?  How  far  are  the  depots  apart  in 
your  State? 

5.  Wbctfaer  the  salt  manofiwturers  have  entered 
into  agreements  with  the  monopolizers  to  restrict 
the  quantity  of  salt  made  at  the  works?  to  confine 
the  sales  to  the  monopolists?  and  to  stop  working 
wells  and  furnaces  for  pay?  The  meaning  of  the 
phrase  "dead  wells,"  and  the  rent  of  such  wells? 

6.  Whether  salt  ia  sold  in  your  neighborhood  by 
wdght  or  measure  ?  If  by  w^ghtt  how  many  pounds 
are  allowed  to  tbe  budiel?  and  how  much  a  weighed 
bushel  measures? 

V.  In  selling  by  the  barrel,  is  due  allowance  made 
for  the  weight  of  the  barret,  and  for  the  loss  of  salt 
in  drying?  If  not,  what  is  the  difference  between 
the  real  and  nomimd  quantity  in  the  barrel? 

8.  Whether  tbe  monopolists  sell  for  money,  or 
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coantry  produce?  for  readT  pay,  or  iip<m  oredit? 
and  whether  the  price  la  faigher  or  lower  since  the 
monopoly? 

9.  Do  the  monopolists  rise  and  fall  in  their  prices 
aocordiDff  to  the  presence  or  absence  of  competi- 
tiouf  and  what  salt  competes  with  diem? 

10.  Do  they  realize  great  gaina? 

11.  Whether  the  domestic  salt  is  fit  for  pickling 
beef  and  pork,  for  curing  bacon,  and  preserving 
butter  for  exportation,  or  consumption  in  the  South, 
or  longkeepiog  ? 

12.  Whether  beef  and  pork,  put  in  common  salt, 
will  be  received  for  the  use  of  the  army  or  navyf 

15.  The  necessity  and  expense  of  repacking  beef 
and  pork  in  alum  salt,  in  Kew  Orleans,  which  has 
been  put  up  in  domestic  salt  ? 

14.  Hie  necesmty  and  advantage  of  giving  salt 
to  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs?  Whether  salt 
is  not  iodispensable  to  stock  in  the  Western  States  ? 
Whether  uiere  is  not  a  great  difierence  between 
inland  and  mariUme  States  in  this  respect?  The 
reason  of  that  difference  ?  How  much  salt  per  head, 
and  how  often  per  week  or  month  ought  it  to  be 
l^veo  to  each  kind  of  stock?  and  whether  the  &rm- 
ers  in  your  section  of  the  coantry  are  prevented, 
by  the  high  price  and  scarcity  of  salt,  firom  giving 
as  much  to  Uieir  stock  as  they  need  ? 

16.  The  use  and  advantage  of  salt  in  preserving 
lu^,  fodder,  uid  clover?  Li  restoring  them,  after 
being  damaged  by  wet? 

St  iMtUf  Afy,  1880. 

Commtmieationfrom  Q.  T.  0.  UoCuim ahah,  Esq.,  of 
Joekton  MwUy,  Jfarth  Alabama,  October,  1880. 
Tour  first  query :  The  trade  of  salt  is  entirely  mo- 
nopolized here  bj  James  White,  of  the  Hobton  salt 
works,  in  Yirginia.  I  cannot  exactly  tell  to  what 
States  these  works  furnish  salt,  but  it  is  to  be  sup- 
posed to  the  western  parts  of  Virginia,  eastern  part 
of  Tennessee,  a  part  of  North  Carolina,  the  northern 
part  of  Georgia,  North  Alabama,  and  some  in  South 
Alabama,  Ac.,  &c. 

Qnery  2d.— Gdonel  J.  White  has  a  depot  at  tUs 
[dace,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Tennessee  River,  down 
which  stream  lie  boate  bis  salt.  And  if  any  person 
else  brings  salt  here  to  sell,  they  immediately  undei^ 
sell  that  person  and  ruin  him.  The  people  some- 
times get  their  salt  from  KashviUe,  when  they  have 
a  convenience  of  dMog  so,  and  it  comes  much  cheap- 
er, after  payinejand  carriage  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty miles,  tlian  wUte>  islt;  bat  no  person  dares  to 
compete  with  Um  here ;  because  be  can,  at  hb  wHl, 
undersell  anv  person  who  pays  a  land  carriage  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  miles;  and  therefore  in* 
Btantly  break  them  up.  One  thing  is  yet  to  be  told, 
which  will  convince  any  nmn  of  the  sin  and  oppres- 
sioQ  of  this  moDOpfdiziog  system.  This  same  James 
White  will  oairy  his  salt  by  ns  down  to  Ditto's  Land- 
ing, tea  miles  lielow  Hmttsrille,  haul  it  on(  to  Win- 
chester, Tennessee,  which  Is  fifty-five  miles  of  land 
carriage,  and  sell  it  there  so  much  lower  than  he 
will  here  on  the  river  take  it  out  of  his  boats,  that 
some  of  the  planters,  who  are  able  to  take  their 
wagons  and  cross  a  very  bad  mountain,  (part  of  the 
Cnmberiand,)  haul  their  salt  over  from  Winchester, 
which  is  forty-flve  mDes  from  this  place.  Is  tUs 
not  oppresave  to  the  poor  ?  Would  not  this  gov- 
ernmental monopolist  wring  from  the  distressed  or- 
phan, widow,  and  waivwom  soldier,  sD  tb^r  earthly 
instenaneef  And  yet  tbe  CongreM  of  the  United 


States — this  boarted  land  of  liberty  and  cqoal  lawa^ 
countenances  such  oppreauve  acts.  Why  does  Hr. 
White  not  sell  as  low  here  on  the  river  as  at  Win- 
chester, after  carrying  his  salt  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles,  fifty-five  by  land,  and  that,  too,  the 
very  same  salt?  The  answer  is  obvions.  At  Win- 
cbester  there  is  some  eompetition ;  it  is  not  so  fiw 
from  Nashville,  where  for^gn  salt  may  be  obtained. 
And  this  is  why  he  sells  it  lower  there  than  at  ibh 
place. 

We  ase  here  fenced  in  with  almost  impassable 
mountuns,  at  a  great  distance  from  any  commercial 
depot,  and  wiUiont  the  means  of  shunning  the  ex- 
orbitant exactions  of  these  vampires,  who  take  the 
bread  from  the  months  of  our  children  with  the  cal- 
culating coldness  of  on  Arab ;  and  these  acts  are 
legalized  by  a  Congress  of  freemen.  We  are  glad 
to  hear  the  stem  voice  of  indignation  at  this  op- 
presaon,  nttercd  by  some  of  the  patriotic  repubu- 
cans  of  that  body ;  and  we  should  glory  in  being 
among  the  most  persecuted  victims,  if  by  that  means 
this  most  pernicious  system  of  iflooopoiy  could  be 
overturned. 

Query  8d. — We  have  no  foreign  salt  here  for  sale ; 
two  years  ago  some  gentlemen  brought  a  few  bush- 
els from  Nashville,  and  sold  it  for  one  dollar  and 
eighty-seven  and  a  half  cents  per  fifty  pounds,  un- 
derselling the  salt  gentlemen  here  at  that  time. 
The  domestic  salt  has  got  lower  than  it  was  four 
years  ago.  Then  it  was  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 
now  one  dollar  and  eighty-seven  cents  to  two  dol- 
lan. 

The  freight  from  ^New  Orleans  to  Nashville  is  one 
cent  per  pound,  as  I  am  informed  by  a  merchant  of 
this  place,  and  from  Nashville  to  this  [dace  one  and 
a  quarter  cents  per  pound. 

4th.  There  is  a  depot  here,  and  another  at  Ditto's 
Lan^g,  as  I  am  told,  for  selling  salt.  These  i^«es 
are  about  fifty-five  miles  apart  by  land.  The  re- 
mainine  port  of  the  question  I  do  not  know  any 
thing  about. 

Sth.  Colonel  White,  as  I  have  been  informed  by 
good  authority,  leased  the  Preston  sah  works,  in 
what  is  called  New  yiT^;Inia,  for  nine  or  twdve 
thousand  dollars  annoally;  out  I  am  further  in- 
formed that  the  lease  is  out,  and  thi  works  are  to 
go  into  active  operation  to  compete  viith  Wliite,  he 
having  let  them  lie  Idle  heretofore ;  these  are  "  dead 
wells,"  but  the  number  of  dead  weUs  bo  has  I  am 
unable  to  Inform  you. 

eth.  Salt  Is  sold  here  by  weight,  fifty  pounds  to 
the  bushel ;  and  flfW  ponnds  (the  bushel)  of  the 
salt  which  I  tried,  (without  preedng,)  measured 
1,188/„YAV6  iocl»«S  making  4  g^lons  1,^^^ 
quarts,  dry  measure,  which  is  but  very  Uttle  over 
half  a  measured  bushel.  Therefore,  when  salt  ia 
two  dollars  the  fifty  pounds,  we  liave  to  pay  at  the 
rate  of  three  dollars  and  sixty-six  and  a  ludf  cents 
the  meosorsd  busbeL  This  is  opprearion  in  a  free 
oount^— this  Is  the  frnlt  of  the  tarifil 

7th.  In  selling  by  the  barrel,  the  weight  of  the 
barrel,  and  the  net  weight  of  salt,  is  sometimes,  and 
most  commonly,  [daced  on  the  barrel;  but  the 
weight  of  the  burd  is  marked  mtwh  less  tiuu  Its 
real  weighL 

They  make  no  deduction  for  the  drying  of  the 
salt.  One  barrel  I  particularly  weighed  out,  and  it 
lost  twenty  pounds;  and  I  am  credibly  informed 
that  some  have  lost  as  much  as  fifty. 

8th.  The  monopoUsts  here  sell  for  money,  w  cot- 
ton at  the  quh  price,  wUch  ia  tlu  same  thing  am 
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money.  They  do  not  credit  their  salt.  There  are 
tlwayn  two  prices  for  cotton  here — a  cash  and  di«- 
cooot  price  HerohanU,  ia  taking  ia  cotton  for 
tbeir  account^  gire  more  for  it  than  therf  vill  in 
money;  and  this  ia  called  the  ^onnt  price,  ^le 
■ah  gentlemen  tell  thdr  Mit  for  cotton,  at  the  caah 
price.  Tlie  remaining  part  of  the  query  I  know 
nothing  abont. 

9th.  The  monopolista  hare  fUIen  here,  dace  they 
And  that  people  woold  go  to  Naahrille  for  thur  sal^ 
if  they  did  not.  Bat  they  know  at  what  price  to 
keep  it  np;  they  know  &9  plauten  cannot  take  the 
trouble  to  go  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  to  Nash- 
Tille,  to  get  a  Utile  salt;  and  they  know  tliat  no 
person  dares  to  compete  with  them;  as  tiiey  could 
inatantly  reduce  the  pi^  of  their  salt,  and  uereby 
mio  their  compeUtor. 

10th.  They  certainly  must  realixe  great  gains,  or 
tbey  would  not  giro  nine  or  twelve  thousand  dollars 
aoniially  for  tme  maonfibctory,  to  let  it  lie  idle. 
Why  does  not  Congress  lease  all  the  salt  woriu  in 
the  united  States,  and  let  them  lie  idle,  and  then 
knock  the  daty  off  of  salt,  if  they  widh  to  encourage 
the  manufactnre  of  salt,  by  filling  the  pockets  of  the 
manufkcturentf  It  would  be  much  better  for  the 
people.  They  would  be  great  gainers  by  purcha8> 
ng  the  ealt  voAs,  and  demoltemng  them,  or  letting 
them  oat  at  a  small  rate,  and  then  strildag  the  daty 
fiom  nUt. 

The  remaining  queries,  I  am  in  hopea^  will  find 
aUer  persons  to  answer  them  than  I. 

CbmMimfeariew  fnm  a  nuetittg  of  the  eiiiittu  of 
MaMao*  MWify,  Alt^xma^  81A  o/lfwember,  188U, 
du  nbjeet  prepoted  bg  Dr.  WUluim  H.  Otimeoek, 
md  antlimtieated  bv  thg  ^gtuUvm  of  l%omaa 
JfUIar,  PnaidnU^  owf  C!lar/«  A.  Jtmu^  Beentarji. 
AnBwtic  to  liL  The  salt  eonsnmed  here  Is  ^most 
exctariTd;  obtained  fiom  Col.  Junes  White's  man- 
i^Hjtory,  of  Viigbia^  and  add  by  bis  agents  in  East 
Tennessee,  a  part  of  Korth  Alabama,  and  West  Ten- 
neesee. 

2d.  We  can  give  no  definite  answer. 

Sd.  IHie  price  of  domeado  salt  is  one  dollar  and 
tweDty4re  cents  per  bnshel,  by  the  barrel,  or  one 
doOar  and  eeTenty-fire  cents  by  the  single  basheL 
Tocogn  salt  sella  at  about  the  same.  The  firwght 
of  aalt,  from  New  Orleans  to  HuntsTille,  is  about  one 
eeot  and  three-fourths  per  pound. 

4th.  Colonel  White  has  nit  deposited  In  different 
parte  of  this  State,  and  others,  at  rarioua  distances 
n(Hn  each  other,  say  ten  to  fifteen  mika 

Otb.  Freaton's  works  were  for  some  time  diacon- 
tanued  for — say  ten  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

6Ui.  UniTersally  sold  by  weight,  allowing  fiAy 
pounds  to  the  bushel ;  the  measured  bushel  will 
weigh  from  seventy  to  eighty  pounds. 

7tlL  When  the  salt  is  w«ghed  oat  of  the  barrel, 
H  seldom  holds  out,  and  frequently  loses  from  fire 
to  twenty  pounds.  We  may  add,  that,  however 
honeeliy  it  may  hare  been  put  np  at  the  works,  It 
is  generally  brought  down  in  open  boats,  subject  to 
the  winter  rains,  which  damage  it  more  or  less ; 
and  we  know  of  but  one  of  his  agents  who  sells  it 
any  other  way  than  by  the  marked  weight. 

8th.  Salt  is  soldfor  nothing  else  but  readymoney. 

9th.  Salt  is  sold,  lugh  or  mw,  according  to  com- 
petHion.  The  Esnhawa  ground  alom  and  liver- 
po(d  are  bioa^  fat  bat  sparingly,  which  is  the  tmly 
competidon. 


[Snuam. 


lOth.  We  believe  that  White  realizes  great  gaSna. 
We  are  sustained  in  this  opinion,  fimm  his  carrring 
it  by  land  twenty-fire  or  thirty  miles  farther,  where 
he  meets  with  competition,  ud  selling  U  for  less 
than  he  does  here. 

nth.  Wholly  unfit 

12th.  It  will  not  be  reedved  for  either 

ISth.  We  can  give  no  correct  answer. 

14th.  It  is  incUspensable  for  stock  of  all  kinda. 
It  is  thought  they  require  more  in  the  Western 
States  than  maritime  Sutes,  owing,  probably,  to  the 
absence  of  the  sea  breeze,  and  vapor  impregnated 
with  salt  coming  from  the  aea,  and  alighting  on  the 
vegetable  matter.  Stock  of  all  kinds  dionld  be 
salted  twice  a  week ;  but,  owing  to  the  high  price 
of  salt,  the  stock  are  probably  not  salted  more  than 
once  in  two  weeks,  on  an  average.  From  the  best 
accounts,  three  thousand  barreb  of  salt  are  con- 
sumed annually  in  Madison  county,  averaging  about 
six  boahels  (of  fifty  pounds)  to  the  barreL  The  pop- 
nlatioa  being  about  twenty-aeven  thousand,  sjvea  oa 
an  average  of  thirty-three  pounds  and  one-£ird  to 
each  person.  Were  thoae  heavy  duties  taken  ofl^ 
the  conaumption  would  be  much  greater. 

16tb.  Salt  is  thought  to  be  useful  in  preserving 
hay,  fodder,  and  clover;  each  will  keep  well  u 
sprinkled  over  with  it,  though  not  thoroughly  cured 
when  put  up.  Moreover,  our  pork  is  ofwn  spoiled 
from  the  want  of  a  sufficiency  of  salt  to  pack  it  up 
in,  which  we  cannot  obtun  on  account  of  the  hi^ 
price.  Thousands,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  poanda 
are  often  lost  from  that  circumstance  alone.  Alum 
salt  would  be  an  immense  saving  to  North  Alabama, 
in  that  one  particular. 

JRetolvtd,  therefore^  unanimoiulu.  That  the  delega- 
tion from  this  State,  as  well  as  those  of  our  sister 
Stat^  have  our  unfeigned  thanks  for  their  exer- 
dooa  and  co-operation  in  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, with  Mr.  BentoD,  in  endeavoring  to  repeal  the 
duty  on  salt;  and  that  we  request  our  delegation 
to  use  th^  ntmoat  to  effect  the  repeal  of  a  tax  so 
burdensome  to  us,  and  of  no  ulUmate  advantage  to 
any  State. 

Communicaiion  from.  Colontl  F.  W.Burtm^farmtr- 
ly  of  Iforth  Carolina,  now  of  Mwrfntwrifugh, 
Tetmeatee,  dated  Deeanber  8,  18S0. 

Your  favor  of  July  last,  propounding  fifteen  que- 
ries on  the  Btate  of  the  salt  trade  in  the  Western 
States,  was  reouved  in  due  time.  To  the  thirteen 
first  of  these  queries,  I  am  sure  that  the  commer^ 
gentlemen  of  the  country  can  render  a  much  more 
correct  and  satisfiwtory  answer  than  I  can. 

To  the  fourteenth  I  will  observe,  that  salt  !a  Indis- 
pensably necessary  to  the  good  oondiUou  of  horses, 
homed  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs,  in  the  Western  States. 
It  is  beneficial  in  the  maritime  States  Ukewise,  and 
the  more  so  as  you  recede  from  the  seaboard.  The 
watery  constituent  parts  of  the  atmosphere  on  the 
seaboard  take  with  them  salt  winch  is  inhaled  by 
these  animals,  and  thereby  they  ore  supplied  with 
that  aalt  which  Is  necessary  for  the  heaJtiiflil  con- 
dition of  all  animals,  both  granlvorous  and  herbu* 
lent,  and  to  some  of  those  that  are  carnivorous. 
The  quantity  of  salt,  per  head,  to  each  kind  of  stock, 
win  depend  on  the  food  with  which  tbey  are  bui>- 

filed.  If  with  grain,  less ;  if  with  herbs,  more  sslL 
smanre.  If  tm  {Hiee  ftf  aahbe  reduced,  thefkno- 
era  in  this  section  of  the  ooontry  would  give  thtir 
stock  a  better  aiqiply,  and  that  thur  Improvemmt 
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virald  be  in  proportloD  to  the  ioereued  quantity 
a^ven.  To  err,  67  an  excess,  is  not  to  be  appre- 
bonded. 

To  the  fifteenth  quer^  I  wUl  remark,  that  tbe  nee 
of  Bait,  in  the  preserration  of  ha;,  is  well  expended. 
And  if  new  mowed  hay,  or  clover,  or  other  grasses, 
be  packed,  a  layer  of  hay,  and  a  layer  of  straw, 
either  wheat,  oats,  or  rye,  and  a  good  supply  of  salt 
to  eaeh  layer  be  added,  you  make  tbe  best  of  food 
f&r  horses  and  oattb. 

I  approve,  very  highly,  yonr  intention  to  repeal, 
if  Tou  can,  the  salt  tax,  totally  and  promptly.  In 
this,  and  all  efforts  of  your  ooeful  lifb,  I  wish  you 
■oooew. 

CbmtmmwaftofiAvm  Otntnd  WiOiam  HaU^  efSmn- 
Mr  eoutUy,  Tsimemt,  dated  D^ember  8*  iBSO. 

I  recelTed  your  "qneties  on  the  sUte  of  the  salt 
trade  in  the  Weetem  States,"  In  doe  time ;  and  have 
delayed  answering  them,  only  that  Z  ml^t  obtain 
all  the  information  within  my  reaoh  necessary  to  a 
correct  repl^.  The  queries  will  be  answered  in  the 
order  in  which  they  are  proposed,  Nos.  1,  %  &o.,  an- 
sweriug  to  the  corresponding  Dumbers  in  the  que- 
ries. 

IsL  The  nit  made  at  the  Eenhawa  works,  from 
whence  a  lam  portion  of  Ae  snpply  for  this  State, 
Ohio,  Eentuoky,  Indiana,  and  Ilfinois,  Is  obtained,  la 

monopolized. 

2d.  The  monopolists  have  depots  and  agents  in 
the  different  States,  supplied  by  them,  who  are  re- 
quired to  account  quarterly  for  sales,  which  are 
made  for  oash,  and  at  prices  fixed  by  the  monopo- 
lists. 

Sd.  The  prices  of  domesUc  and  foreign  salt  rary 
from  BOTcnty  to  one  hundred  cents  per  bushel  of 
fiity  pounds.  Frei^t  Irom  New  Orleans  may  be 
had  at  fifty  cents  per  hundred  pounds. 

4th.  Answered  in  Ko.  2. 

filb.  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  satisfac- 
tory information  as  to  this  query. 

8th.  Bait  is  sold  In  this  State,  and  throughout  the 
western  country,  by  weight.  The  measured  bushel 
weighs  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  pounds  more 
than  tbe  weighed  bnahel. 

'7th.  An  allowance  is  made  for  the  weight  of  the 
barrel,  tliough  none  for  the  lose  of  salt  in  drying. 

Sth.  Is  answered,  in  part,  pre^udy.  The  price 
Is  higher  since  the  monopoly. 

9tD.  Tbe  price  of  salt  is  regulated  by  the  quanti- 
ty in  market.  The  quantity  of  foreign,  or  other  do< 
mestic  salt,  brought  to  this  market,  is  inconuderahle. 

10th.  The  moDOpolists  realize  great  gains. 

nth.  Although  Kenhawa  salt  is  very  superior  to 
any  other  domeatio  salt  bronght  to  this  market,  I 
am  Informed  tiuit  nearly  all  the  beef  and  pork  from 
the  western  country  is  repacked  in  foreign  salt, 
either  for  shipment,  or  for  tbe  army  or  navy. 

12th.  See  No.  U. 

13th.  I  am  not  informed  as  to  the  price  of  re- 
packing beef  or  pork  which  has  been  put  up  in  do- 
mestic salt. 

14tii.  The  necesrity  and  advontaffe  of  giving  salt 
to  atock  of  every  kind  is  universally  admitted.  It 
ia  indispensable  in  the  Western  States,  and  ought  to 
be  given  to  all  kinds  of  stock  about  once  a  week, 
and  to  each  bead  of  horses  or  catUe  from  two  to 
four  ounces  at  a  time,  and  less  than  half  that  quan- 
tity to  sheep  or  hogs,  though  farmers  in  this  section 
are  prevented  from  giving  th^  stock  tiie  necessary 
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quantum  ctf  salt,  owing  to  the  high  price  of  the  ar- 
ticle. 

15th.  The  use  and  advantage  of  salt  In  preserr- 
ing  of  h&y,  fodder,  and  clover,  is  admitted  by  all 
practical  farmers,  although  but  few  avul  themselves 
of  tbe  advantage,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  and 
high  |Hrioe  <Mf  salt. 

CommunictUimfnm  lAeutenatU  Governor  Bteathttt, 
0/ Kentucky,  dated  ButadleiUe,  Nov.  Id,  1880. 

Uy  Information  wiU  not  enable  me  to  answer 
your  favor  on  the  state  of  tbe  salt  trade  in  detail. 

From  the  eaoeral  oinnion  on  the  aniject,  there 
is  no  doubt  were  was,  during  the  last  year,  an  ex- 
tenuve  salt  monopoly  supplied  from  the  Kenhawa 
works.  Depots  were  hod  principally  on  the  water- 
courses for  salt,  where  it  was  vended  by  their 
agents,  sometimes  on  a  credit  of  four  or  six  months. 
Whether  it  continues  the  present  season,  I  am  not 
advised.  Those  depots  extended  to  TenneasBe. 
Sales  were  made  for  money.  There  is  but  UtUe 
foreign  salt  brought  into  this  neighborhood:  I  can- 
not, therefore,  state  the  dlfierence  in  price.  This 
neighborhood  is  supplied  from  tbe  lUinois  saline, 
and  the  Kenhawa  salt  from  the  latter  is  preferred  to 
preserve  meat.  It  is  not  so  white  and  clean  as  that 
ftom  the  saline.  It  is  usually  sold  by  weight — 90 
lbs.  to  the  buahel,  when  sold  by  the  barrd.  The 
tare  of  the  barrel  is  taken  of^  and  the  aalt  is  gener- 
ally weighed  at  the  time  of  sale.  It  is,  however, 
sometimes  otherwise.  About  this  time  last  year, 
the  common  price,  at  this  place,  waa  one  dollar  jjfer 
bushel;  now,  it  may  be  purchased  at  seventy-five 
cents.  There  is  no  doubt  that  salt  is  indispensable 
for  the  nse  of  stock,  and  particulariy  in  this  counti7. 
Much  stock  has  been  raised  upon  the  grazui^  the 
forest  affords,  and  if  they  are  furnished  plentifully 
with  salt,  they  are  fat.  Hence  the  necessity  of  its 
being  as  cheap  as  posuble,  and  because,  also,  of  its 
universal  use  by  all.  I  was  pleased  at  the  reduction 
of  the  duties  last  session  on  coffee,  tea,  molaases, 
and  salt.  I  should  be  pleased,  however,  to  see  the 
duties  retained  on  manuCwtured  articles,  so  that 
our  own  manufactories  may  enter  into  competition 
with  foreign  ones,  and  make  a  reasonable  profit.  I 
would  not  have  them  to  have  unreasonable  profit: 
then  it  would  be  a  tax  upon  one  portion  for  tlie 
benefit  of  the  other.  The  point  to  stop  at  is  one  of 
difficulty,  and  requires  great  experience  and  much 
research. 

I  ahould  be  ideased  to  hear  from  yon  ooea^nallj. 

BtatmtmtiifthM  Bim.  Mr.  Ik/oh  o/ICnaudty. 

That,  bung  a  member  of  a  mercantile  house  which 
received  a  quantity  of  salt  from  the  Kenhawa  Salt 
Company,  to  sell  on  commission,  in  the  years  1826 
— ''7,  with  instructions  to  sell  at  the  original  mai^ 
or  lick  weight,  finding  many  of  the  barrels  greatly 
deficient  in  weight,  varying  from  10  to  20  per 
cent.,  they  rew^hed,  and  sold  a  quantity  at  the 
real  wdght ;  that,  when  the  agent  of  the  company 
come  on,  he  was  dissatisfied,  and  said  It  was  th^ 
custom  to  sell  elsewhere  at  the  original  mark,  aad 
that  it  must  be  so  sold  there,  which  they  refused  to 
do.  The  agency,  and  the  salt  on  band,  were  trans- 
ferred to  ouier  hands ;  and  tiiat  he  bos  ^at  reason 
to  believe  the  neceetities  of  tbe  people,  m  many  ia- 
atances,  com|>elled  them  to  pnrohsse  the  deficient 
barrels  at  tiidr  mai^d  w^gnt. 


Duiy  OH  Alum  BeiU. 
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Also,  that  being  ia  compuij  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Benton,  of  the  Sraate,  in  Aaoending  the  Ohio  from 
CSndnnati,  lut  faU,  on  board  tbe  ateamboat  Emi- 
grant, aaid  to  belong  to,  and  be  In  the  employ  of 
tiie  Eenhawa  Salt  Company,  which  was  towing  a 
keel-boat  to  HajBTille,  Kentnoky,  loaded  with  ainm 
or  foreign  aah,  and  delivered  there  for  the  purpose 
of  aaltiog  pork  in  that  part  of  Kentocky. 

A&1880. 

Ommm  icaHm/rtm  General  MUroy,  of  DelpAt,  /n- 
duMo,  dated  Nov.  26, 1880. 

I  recdTed  your  letter  reqoesUng  information  rel- 
ative to  the  Mlt  trade  of  this  country.  My  limited 
aeqaamtance  with  mercantile  buainesa  wm  enable 
me  to  say  bat  little  from  my  own  knowledge  on  the 
mibject.  I  can  Bay,  however,  that  the  beUef  ia  tmi- 
▼enal,  and  nnoontradicted  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, that  agents  emi^oyed  by  the  salt  manufiuitarera 
fornish  exclusTely  the  supply  of  that  article  for  the 
Talley  of  the  Wabash ;  and  that  none  ia  permitted 
to  be  Tended  by  others,  go  for  as  can  be  prevented 
by  them ;  and  that  those  agents  are  regulated  by 
fixed  piieea,  under  which  they  may  not  sell,  but  can 
raise  the  price  in  proportion  to  the  demand.  It  is 
also  beUeved  that  a  scarcity  of  salt  is  frequently  oc- 
casiooed  by  the  inadequacy  of  the  manufactories  to 
produce  suffldeat  supplies,  or  that  those  monopo- 
lists hoard  it  up  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  exor- 
Utant  prices;  neither  of  wUch  causes  would  oper- 
ate to  produce  tiie  scarcUy  and  high  price  so  op- 
pressive to  tb?  West,  was  the  salt  trade  left  open  to 
the  natural  course  of  competition. 

The  monopoly  of  the  salt  trade  is  notorious,  and 
is  one  of  the  greatest  grievaaees  to  be  complained 
of  in  tbe  West;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  nnre- 
strieted  importation  of  alum  salt  is,  perhaps,  the 
only  method  which  can  be  adopted  effectually  to 
brMk  h  down,  unless  Congress  sbonld  think  proper 
to  declare  it  a  criminal  offence  to  attempt  a  monop- 
oly of  any  ardcte  of  necessary  consumption,  as  the 
British  parBament  has  done,  aqd  render  such  offence 
punishable  by  fine  and  impriBbnment,  which  even 
would  not  be  so  effect  uaL 

It  will  not  be  Aspoted  bat  that  a  snpply  of  alum 
«h  b  Deceasary  In  the  West,  even  If  toe  domestio 
Bah  was  obtunable  unembarraased  by  monopoly, 
from  ita  superior  qualitiefl  In  the  preservation  of 
beef  and  pork  in  a  southern  market,  where  we  must 
of  neceerity  send  our  surjdus  of  those  articles.  It 
is  believed  by  stock  raisers,  that  a  much  larger 
qoantity  of  salt  is  necessary  for  stock  in  the  West- 
ern than  in  the  AtlanUc  Statea,  owing,  doubtless,  to 
the  nature  of  the  food  on  which  they  are  snb^sted, 
and  the  diseases  to  which  titey  are  subject. 

I  should  have  been  much  gratified  to  have  been 
able  to  furnish  you  information  on  all  the  points  on 
which  you  request  ft,  and  should  have  done  it  most 
cheerfully  had  I  been  in  possesion  of  it.  Not 
doubting,  however,  but  that  the  method  you  have 
taken  wiU  elieh  It  In  abundance,  I  shall,  therefore, 
rest  satisfied,  anzlously  desiring  the  successfid  result 
of  your  efforts  to  repeal  the  salt  tax  entirely,  con- 
cutring  with  you  in  opinion  that  it  is  the  best  ser- 
vice t^t  can  be  rendered  to  the  West  next  to  the 
graduation  of  the  price  of  public  lands :  in  both  of 
which  great  western  measures,  you  have  the  con- 
currrace  of  a  vast  miiforky  of  die  West  most  ar- 
dently wuhing  yon  luooesi. 


CbmmwuMfuMt  from  GeiunU  Upton,  jhtStma, 
dated  Xo^OMtpor^  JmtBana^  Jfoo.  24, 1880. 
Tour  printed  letter  of  July  last  has  been  duly  re- 
ceived, and  I  have  made  strict  inquiry  of  merchants, 
and  other  gentlemen  of  Intelligence  of  this  vicinity, 
in  relation  to  the  salt  monopoly.  From  &cts  col- 
lected from  them,  and  some  within  my  own  knowl- 
edge, I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  is, 
and  has  been  for  years,  a  monopoly  of  that  article, 
to  the  great  iqory  of  the  poorer  class  of  the  peojde 
of  Indiana. 

Deposits  for  the  sate  of  salt  are  established  along 
the  Ohio  and  the  Wabash  Rivers,  at  from  thirty  to 
forty  miles  from  each  other,  by  monopolists  front 
Eenbawa,  Id  Virginia,  and  from  Kentooky.  One 
agent  of  these  monopolists  Is  at  this  Tillage; 
another  at  Lafayette,  forty  mOes  below,  who  rise 
or  fall  in  their  prices  according  to  the  oompetitioa 
they  meet,  and,  by  diis  means,  omneas  the  poor,  and 
amass  wealth  to  themselves  to  a  Texy  laige  amonnt 
per  annum. 

The  salt  manufactured  at  the  wells  at  Eenhawa,  • 
and  in  Kentucky,  will  not  preserve  pork  iu  the 
southern  climate.  In  the  winter  of  1822  I  descend- 
ed the  rivers  to  New  Orieans,  with  a  quantity  of 
pork  put  up  with  salt,  made  at  the  wells  of  these 
monopolists.  Boon  after  my  arrival  at  New  Orieans, 
I  was  compelled  to  purchase  Turk's  Island  salt,  and 
repack  my  pork;  thereby  incurring  an  expense  v£ 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  It  would  be  of  great  benefit 
to  Indiana  to  Mpeal  the  law  levying  a  duty  on  for- 
eign salt. 

ComimcHicaiionfrom  J.  G.Jieed,  Etq.^  member  ofthe 
SenaU  in  the  Blale  of  IneUma,  dated  Waahinff' 
Ion  Countjf,  JVoff.  SO,  1880. 
I  received  yours  of  Jnly  last,  and  am  sorry  that 

it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  a  more  full  ac- 
count of  the  subject  matter  therein  contiuned.  Rel- 
ative to  the  act  of  last  winter  reducing  tbe  duty 
on  salt,  I  have  only  to  say  that,  in  this  secUon,  it 
met  with  almost  universal  satisfaction,  and  a  great 
anxiety  is  expressed  that  the  entire  duty  be  taken 
off  this  winter. 

I  now  proceed  to  answer,  in  a  brief  and  concise 
manner,  a  few  of  the  queries  propounded  by  you. 

Ist.  "Whether  the  trade,"  4c.— It  is,  hot  at 
what  works  particularly  I  do  not  know.  The  mo- 
nopoly extends  throughout  this  State,  and,  I  am  in- 
formed, ^nerally  throughout  Uia  Western  States. 

3d.  "The  price,"  &c.— Domestic  salt  is  $1  2Jf; 
foreign  tl  BO.  The  freight  from  New  Orleans  is 
one  dollar  per  hundred. 

4th.  "Whether,"  Ac— They  hsTe;  the  depota 
are  generally  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles. 

6^.  "  Whether  salt,"  Ac— It  is  sold  by  weight, 
60  lbs.  to  the  boshel ;  a  weighed  bosbel  will  not 
measure  more  than  three  pecks. 

8th.  "  Whether,"  Ac— They  sell  only  for  cash  In 
hand.   The  price  ia  higher  uuce  the  monopoly. 

9th.  "  Do  the,"  &c. — I  do  not  know,  bat  pre- 
sume they  do.   Foreign  salt  competes  with  them. 

11th.  "  Whether,"  Sc.— It  is  not. 

12th.  "  The  expense,"  Ac — Some  few  years  ago,  I 
had  a  number  of  barrels  repacked  in  New  Orleans, 
which  had  been  put  up  in  domestic  salt :  it  cost  me 
$1  12i  per  barrel,  and  12^  cents  for  each  hoop  that 
was  furnished  in  the  place  of  those  that  got  brokea 
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in  the  process.  I  presome  the  price  is  nearly  the 
same  yeL 

14th.  "  The  neeesBitj,*'  &c— Salt  to  stock  in  this 
country  is  of  ^at  importance ;  without  it,  but  feir 
could  be  raised.  It  prevents  many  disorders,  &c. ; 
and  many  fanners  are  prevented,  from  the 
high  price  tndsmrcity  of  salt,  to  i^n  them  what 
they  need. 

Ifftb.  "The  nse,**  &o.— Jt  is  of  great  use.  It  Is 
finmd  to  be  an  adrantage  of  at  least  fiO  per  cent,  to 
hay,  particolariy  prairie  hay,  that  is  of  little  or  no 
use  withoDt  salt ;  is  fonnd  to  be  almost  eqoal  to  fod- 
der vhen  properly  pot  op  in  salt. 

OommMHieaUon/rom  0m.  W.  Si  ffctrritan,  ^  Ohio, 
daUd  WMUn^ion  City,  Rb.  fi,  1881. 

I  have  always  supposed,  and  every  year's  expe- 
rience confirms  me  in  the  opinion,  that  the  duty  on 
salt  (at  least  the  higher  rate  of  duty  lately  paid) 
was  injuriooB  to  the  interest  of  agricnlture  in  that 
part  of  the  Western  coontry  in  which  I  reside. 
One  of  our  ataides,  and  the  one  which  I  believe 
yields  ^e  moat  profit  to  the  fermer,  is  pork.  The  in- 
crease of  its  manufacture  (If  I  may  so  call  it,  mean- 
ing the  preparation  of  it  in  barrels  for  exportation) 
is  altogether  astonishing.  It  is  believed  that,  in 
Cincinaad  alone,  there  were  dangbtered  and  pack- 
ed this  year  one  hundred  thousand  bogs,  averaging 
at  least  six  dollan,  and  thus  soatteriDg  t800,000 
amongst  the  farmers.  It  is  ascertained,  beyond 
contradiction,  that  set  salt  is  necessary  to  prevent 
ita  spoiling  In  its  passage  throng^  the  hot  climate 
of  the  Mississippi,  in  its  coarse  to  a  foreign  market, 
or  to  our  own  Atkntic  ports.  In  both  of  these,  our 
pork,  of  late  yean,  has  aoquired  a  very  high  charac- 
ter. Thteis  due  to  the  experience  vrbich  has  been 
acquired  in  packing,  and  to  the  exclndve  use,  when 
it  can  be  procured,  of  sea  salt.  Before  that  article 
was  brought  to  (^dnnati  by  the  steamboats,  the 
pork  which  was  prepared  with  the  Western  salt  was 
always  repacked  at  New  Orleans,  when  sent  to  a 
market  beyond  that  place,  at  an  expense  of  one 
dollar  per  barrel,  and  sometimes  with  a  consid- 
erable deduction  from  the  quantity,  from  the  re- 
jection of  tainted  [decefl.  And,  indeed,  after  ita 
arrival  at  the  foreign  mai^et,  it  brought  a  mnob 
lees  price  than  the  pork  of  the  Atlantic  States, 
which  bad  been  cared  with  sea  salt.  From  these 
facts,  it  must  be  evident  that,  in  proportion  to  the 
abundance  and  the  cheapness  of  sea  salt  in  the  city 
of  Giacmnati,  the  price  of  pork  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  be  governed,  and  the  price  in  that  great 
mart  governs  it  in  tiie  snrronndiDg  States. 

In  tiie  year  1826  or  "7,  the  pout  maricet  opened 
Jn  (Sndnnati  tolerably  well ;  but  the  pork  dealers 
from  the  Atlantic  cities,  finding  a  great  defidency 
of  sea  salt,  and  that  at  a  very  high  price,  refhsed 
to  parchase,  and  the  article  fell  to  $2  and  |2  60  per 
hundred. 

The  ot^ection,  in  the  Western  oonntry,  that  has 
been  uned  against  abolishing  or  rednoing  the  duty 
on  salt  IB,  the  spprehenrion  that  it  may  cwstroy  the 
Western  mannfiutories  of  that  article.  Against  the 
probability  of  this  occarrence  is  the  fact  of  the 
advance  of  price  in  the  domestic  article  of  from 
Mventy-five  to  one  hundred  per  centum  in  the 
course  of  rix  or  seven  years.  1  am  not  able  to  say 
what  is  the  cost  of  manufacturing  the  domestic  aru- 
ole  at  the  several  works  in  the  Westerb  country. 
I  have  uidentood,  and  beUeve,  tiiat  bom  thirty  to 
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tbirty^ve  cents  was  con«dered  a  fidr  price  for  it  in 
CTnnnnatf  some  years  ago.  It  is  not  now  kM 
lower  than  fifty  oents  j  and,  fw  some  time  in  De- 
cember last,  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  buriiel 
of  SO  lbs.  was  charged  for  iL 

I  will  add  the  further  &ct  against  the  succeesful 
competition  of  the  imported  with  the  Western  salt 
for  domestic  purposes,  for  which  the  htter  is  oquaDy 
good  with  the  former,  that  the  salting  pork  com- 
mencing in  the  bee^nning  of  December,  the  salt 
must  be  imported  in  the  8{Hing  which  is  intended 
to  supply  the  market— the  nsudly  low  state  of  the 
rivers  hi  the  summer  and  faD  preventing  the  navi- 
gation in  these  seasons.  The  investment  of  money, 
therefbre,  by  the  merchant  in  the  article  must  be 
made  at  leaat  iSx  months  before  he  cut  eltlwt  a  sale 
of  It. 

Oammmieatiott  fnmJohiC.  Wt^,£ig.,t^  Jiia- 
aouriy  dated  Oapt  Girardeaii,  eomtg  if  Jade»am, 
Ifovmher  %i,  1680. 

I  saw  in  the  Jackson  Hetmiry,  Angost  80,  a  n- 
qnest  of  yours  to  the  oWaens  oV  the  West,  for  in- 
formation or  answers  to  several  queries  on  the  ar- 
ticle of  salt.  Considettag  myself  interested  in  the 
matter,  I  shall  endeavor  to  answer  them  so  for  aa 
my  own  knowledge  of  the  matter  extends. 

To  the  first  query  I  know  but  httle  of  mjraelf 
further  timn  this:  there  are  aome  moretumls 
amongst  as  that  have  been  q^ed  to  for  aah,  aad 
proposed  trade  la  payment;  thdr  reply  was^  thaj 
were  selling  on  commlsdon,  and  oould  tikt  nothing 
else  bat  money  for  it. 

The  second  query  I  know  nothing  about. 

8d.  The  price  of  domestic  salt  in  Jackson,  varies 
from  one  dollar  to  one  ddlar  twenty'^ve  curtB  per 
fifty  pounds,  and  that  weighed  irith  old  rusty  steel- 
yards that  will  not  preponderate,  for  eight  or  ten 
ponnds.  Foreign  salt  is  never  lower  than  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  fifty  pounds.  Do- 
mestic, by  the  barrel,  varies  from  seventy-five  to 
eighty-seven  and  a  lulf  cents;  foreign  ditto,  one 
dollar  per  fifty  pounds  by  the  saclt,  after  paying  for 
the  weight  of  the  sack,  and  then  adding  fifiy  cents 
more  for  the  sack.  The  common  frdmtsgo  from 
NewOrieans  to  the  Cape,  from  seventy^ve  oents  t» 
one  dollar  per  hundred. 

4th.  As  to  this  query  I  know  nothing  of  myseUl 

6th.  This  I  likewise  imow  nothing  about. 

6th.  This  query  I  have  answered  as  to  the  weight 
per  bushel,  only  the  measured  bnsfael,  which,  as 
near  as  I  can  say  pointed,  domestic  salt  wiU  wdgh 
from  rixty-five  to  seventy,  forugn  dkto,  frwn 
seventy-five  to  eighty-five. 

7  th.  In  selling  by  the  barrel,  thirty  pounds  are  al- 
lowed for  the  barrel ;  tf  yon  take  it  by  the  nominal 
quantity,  yon  pay  seventy-five  oents ;  but  if  yo« 
have  it  weighed,  Nghty-eeven  and  a  half  cents  is 
most  common. 

8th.  As  to  the  manner  of  leDiug,  it  is  for  money 
alone,  and  that  In  hand ;  no  produce  nor  credit  in 
the  case  will  answer. 

9tb.  It  appears  that  there  is  no  competition  here ; 
when  there  is  a  scarcity  it  is  sore  to  rise,  and  plenty 
never  brings  it  down  lower  than  the  abov»«tat«d 
prices. 

lOth,  This  qnery  I  cannot  answer. 

nth.  As  to  domestic  salt  theywiU  not  roe^ve 
beef  or  pork  pickled  with  U,  and  it  does  not  aamrer 
for  bnttor  for  exportation. 
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12th.  Beef  nor  pork  wiH  be  receired  in  Xew 
Orleans  if  put  up  in  common  salt. 

13tb.  If  taj  does  go  down  pat  ap  in  commoD 
mU,  it  bM  to  be  repuked  vith  one  bmbd  of  alum 
■lit  for  eftch  barrel. 

14tb.  I  have  long  experienced  the  advantage  of 
^▼ing  lalt  to  itoek  of  erer^  kind ;  if  I  am  working 
m:^'  horses,  and  th6j  fiul  eating,  give  them  salt  or 
■alt  and  water  to  drink;  I  discover  it  immediatelj 
restores  them  to  their  appetite,  and  tbey  perform 
their  labor  much  better.  Through  the  winter  I  salt 
them  twioe  a  week,  and  through  tbe  working  season 
every  other  da;.  I  find  it  necesaary  to  salt  cattle 
through  the  winter  once  a  week;  the;  eat  their 
rough  food  much  better,  and  look  better  in  the 
spring ;  and  when  the  grass  and  herbs  begin  to  put 

SI,  I  find  it  necessar;  to  salt  every  other  day,  and 
en  through  the  enmmer  twice  a  week,  and  have 
atways  noboed,  if  I  neglected  Balling  one  week,  my 
ndMi  eovfll^ed  of  their  ndlk.  I  have  some  nei{^- 
boTS  that  seldom  salt  their  stock  at  all,  and  I  cake 
notice  that  my  cattle  look  as  well  in  the  spring  as 
theiia  do  in  the  falL  Th^r  roaaon  for  not  salting 
tbey  say  ii,  that  salt  is  so  dear.  Sheep  and  bogs 
require  salt  at  any  rate  once  a  week  through  the 
nmnwr ;  hogs  put  op  &tten  mooh  better  by  being 
wen  salted. 

Ifitb.  The  advantage  of  salt  for  damaged  hay  I 
know  is  great  I  have  seen  hay  that  looked  like  it 
was  almoet  entirely  spoiled,  and  when  stacked  np 
with  salt,  cattle  eat  it  clean,  and  looked  well;  but 
■alt  selling  so  high  as  it  does,  prevents  us  poor  peo- 
ple &om  having  it  by  ns  even  for  the  use  of  our 
■to<^  and  Adding  np  our  meal^  «  nothing  bat 
BODey  iriU  get  it.  Oo  to  a  merohant,  and  ask  if  he 
wants  any  und  of  ivodace ;  if  he  says  yes — weD,  I 
wiH  bii^  it  at  sach  a  day — I  want  some  salt  to 
{defcle  np  my  meat,  for  I  have  got  no  money — ^his 
reply  la,  my  salt  is  a  cash  article;  I  cannot  sell  it 
for  produce.  Well,  I  am  obliged  to  have  salt ;  if 
yon  win  tmat  me  a  little  while,  t  will  pay  you  the 
BCMwy  for  it.  His  reply  then  is,  I  merely  bring 
mXi  for  accommodation ;  I  make  nothing  on  it ;  I 
■inat  have  the  money  down,  or  otherwise,  will  reply, 
I  am  selling  on  ooumission,  and  am  obliged  to  have 
the  money.  On  these  terms  I  have  known  men  to 
do  withont  salt  until  they  had  suffered  considerably 
for  want  that  artiole^  nnleas  tbey  coold  borrow 
of  a  neighbor. 

Honorable  At,  if  yonr  interference  in  Congress 
ean  mitigate  the  matter,  it  win  ooa£er  a  Tet7  re- 
qatste  &vor  on  oar  neighborhood. 

Mr.  B.,  After  rea^g  or  referring  to  these 
eonuDonicaitioiia,  which  were  given  under  the 
anthers*  names,  stated  tfaat  he  had  another  of 
verj  material  inii)ort  which  he  woold  read  to 
the  Senate,  bat  withont  the  name.  He  had  the 
less  relactuioe  in  doing  this,  beoaase  he  had 
endeavored  to  give  to  the  agent  of  the  Kenhawa  . 
Company,  who  had  been  in  attendance  upon  the 
other  House  during  the  session,  an  opportunity  ! 
to  answer.  He  had  communicated  the  state- 
ment to  a  munber  of  the  Committee  on  Mann- 
betmn,  whose  name  he  was  at  liberty  to  men- 
tion, (Mr.  J.  S.  ButBOUB,  of  Virginia,)  for  the 
express  purpose  of  enabling  the  agoit  to  answer 
ft  b^ore  that  ocmmittee,  bat  wlu>  had  not 
svfljled  himself  ot  that  (^^Kfftmiity. 
BlatmmU  of  a  Hlhtn  ^  Kmkamat^  Jkmiikml  «■ 

awjajfwww^  that  h»  me^not  eompromite  histrat^ 
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qvUtity,  Ind  with  tJu  names  of  tJu  payert  and 
neeivert  in  the  "dead  v^^gytlem;  th«  ncmet 
being  now  omitud,  aaiti*  not  the  object  of  Mr.  B. 
to  interfere  mth  indindvaU,  but  to  expott  a  tyettm, 

"Dead  wells  are  now  common  at  the  Kenhawa 
salines,  and  are  giving  to  the  place  a  dilapidated 
and  melancholy  appearance,  and  doing  a  real  In- 
jury to  the  country.  There  are  mwsy  of  these  dead 
wells,  and  monopoliiers  pay  the  owner  for  letting 
them  remain  idle.     •   •   •  •   •   •  re- 

ceive about  $1,500  per  annum  for  two  dead  weQs. 

*  *  *  receives  about  |8,000  per  annum  for 
one.  •  •  •  about  $1,600  per  annam  for  an- 
other. Many  others  receive  less  or  greater  snnis 
upon  the  same  terma  Beddee  dead  wells,  there 
are  also  nnbom  veUs,  whose  owners  are  paid  for 
not  letting  them  be  dug.  I  know  several  of  this 
kind.  ■  •  •  receives  $1,250  per  annum  not  to 
dig  a  weD  on  his  land;  •  •  •  receives  $1,600 
annuaUy  on  the  same  terms ;  «  •  •  receives 
$2,600  per  annum  in  the  same  way ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt,  many  others,  and  it  is  all  a  thing  of  noto- 
riety in  the  neighborhood.  Before  tbe  monopoly, 
the  price  <tf  salt  was  about  a  shilling  a  bnshel,  as  it 
is  ctUled,  and  as  often  under  as  above  that  price, 
and  it  could  be  got  for  any  kind  of  trade ;  ^ce  the 
monopoly,  it  la  fifty  cents  ca^,  and  none  will  be 
sold  for  retail  to  the  people  of  the  Sutes,  except  to 
Aoee  who  will  bind  themselves  to  avoid  compe- 
tition with  the  monopolizers  at  their  depots.  The 
coBQiany  that  montqwUze  tbe  woiks  ate  the  ehief 
Uppers,  and  thnragh  tbur  agents  retidl  to  the 
people  in  most  of  the  Western  States,  fixing  their 
own  price,  their  own  weight,  and  Uie  quantity 
which  each  State  is  to  have,  except  so  &r  as  they 
are  interbred  with  by  alnm  salt  mm  New  Oilcwis. 

After  reading;  or  referring  to  the  extraota  of 
evidence,  taken  before  tbe  Committee  of  the 
British  House  of  Oommons  on  the  salt  duties^ 
and  reading  or  stiUing  the  commxmications  re- 
ceived by  himself  from  cdtizens  of  the  Westnn 
States,  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  make  copious  and 
extended  remarks  upon  the  uses  of  salt  in 
agriculture  and  manufaoturea ;  the  difference 
between  the  impure  and  inferior  salt  made  bj 
boiling  well  water,  and  the  clean,  pure,  and 
crystidlized  salt  made  by  the  rays  of  the  sun, 
in  hot  cUmates,  out  of  the  water  of  the  sea ;  the 
varietj  of  uses  to  which  the  well  water  salt 
was  wholly  noflt  and  inadequate ;  and  the  cruel 
injustice,  on  the  part  of  the  Feder^  Gorem- 
ment,  of  expelling  the  pure  salt  from  the  ootm- 
try  by  an  oppreenre  tax,  which  might  other- 
wise be  bad  both  oheaD  and  abundant,  for  Uie 
purpose  of  oompelling  toem  to  use  the  inferior 
salt  at  an  enormous  and  unconscionable  price. 

1.  He  remarked  on  the  value  of  salt  to  stook, 
as  proved  by  both  the  En^ish  and  American 
testimony.  It  was  proved  that  the  health  of 
all  animals  was  preserved  by  it;  and  with  this 
preservation  of  health,  ensued  all  the  advantages 
of  increased  growth  and  fattening,  prolonged 
life,  multiplied  offspring;  and  sopenor  flavor 
to  the  flesh,  the  mdk,  the  butter,  the  cheese, 
the  bacon,  belaud  pork,  which  were  made 
from  them.  In  England,  it  was  computed  that 
the  advantage  to  tib«sto<«  from  aU  these  soareea 
was  86  per  cent,  per  annum.  On  one  farm  it 
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was  rated  at  aboat  83^  per  cent. ;  and  the  ag- 
gregate advantage,  or  rather  the  aggregate  loss 
to  the  farmers  for  want  of  salt,  was  stated  to 
exceed  the  annual  amount  of  tbe  tax,  which  was 
about  7,000,000  doUars. 

S.  He  remarked  on  the  neoestitj  of  son-made 
salt  for  butter  and  cheese.  If  put  np  in  com- 
mon salt,  the  bntter  soon  became  rancid,  and 
sold  at  leas  than  half  the  price  of  alum  salt  but^ 
ter  at  Kew  Orleans  and  in  the  West  Indies. 
He  attributed  thegeneral  inferiority  of  American 
cheese  to  the  impure  salt  which  was  used  in 
making  it;  and  dwelt  upon  the  articles  of 
cheese  and  bntter  as  sources  of  wealth  to  the 
Btock-rwaing  States,  if  duly  improved  by  the 
use  of  pure  salt.  He  said  the  exports  of  the 
last  years  had  reached  the  value  of  $177,000 
per  annum ;  which,  though  considerable,  was  a 
trifle  compared  to  the  consumption  in  onr 
towns,  and  the  export  to  the  Lower  Missisnppt 
He  considered  the  farmers  as  losing  the  one- 
half  of  their  whole  sales  of  bntter  and  cheese, 
by  nsing  artificial  salt,  made  by  men,  Instead 
of  nsing  the  natural  crystallized  salt,  made  by 
nature.  To  the  cows  on  dairy  farms,  it  was 
proved  in  England,  that  half  a  bushel  of  salt  per 
annum  was  necessary;  and  the  milk,  butter, 
and  cheese,  all  were  richer  and  better  flavored 
when  that  qaantitr,  or  more,  was  given.  Com- 
mon salt  would  do  for  the  cows  to  lick ;  but 
alum  salt  was  indispensable  for  butter  and 
cheese  that  was  to  be  long  kept  or  exported. 

8.  In  the  article  of  bacon  he  estimated  the 
loss  at  nearly  one-half  in  using  the  fire-made 
salt  Such  bacon  would  not  sell  for  much  more 
than  half  price  in  any  of  our  market  towns,  and 
oonld  not  oe  carried  to  the  Southern  cUmAtes, 
or  exported,  without  danger  of  spoiling,  and 
becoming  a  total  loss.  Such  bacon  was  often 
a  drug  in  the  market  at  New  Orleans  at  two 
cents  a  ponnd,  a  mere  reftise  article  at  that 
price,  while  the  alum  salt  bacon  was  a  ready  sale 
at  six  or  eight  cents. 

4.  In  pickled  pork. — For  this  purpose  alum 
salt  was  indispensable.  The  artificial  salt 
would  answer  no  pnrpose.  The  poisonous  in- 
gredients called  slack  and  bittern,  wMch  it 
contained,  corrupted  the  pork  in  warm  climates, 
and  the  soluble  nature  of  the  salt  itself,  by  dis- 
solving immediately,  brought  all  the  pieces  in 
contact,  and  made  each  aanst  in  destroying  the 
other.  The  crystallized  salt,  becddes  bdng  free 
from  slack  and  bittern,  is  large  in  the  grain, 
and  so  far  insoluble  that  a  layer  of  it  remains 
for  years  between  each  piece  of  meat,  and  act- 
ing as  a  perpetual  preservative.  Ifr.  B.  siud 
that  bacon  might  be  made,  after  a  fashion,  with 
boiled  salt ;  but  pickled  pork  not  at  all.  For 
that  purpose,,  the  sun-made  salt  was  a  aim  qua 
non.  For  want  of  this  salt,  the  Western  farm- 
ers had  got  into  the  general  custom  of  making 
bacon,  whereby  they  lost  about  one-third  of  the 
product  of  their  h<^-stock :  for  the  bacon  dried 
and  wasted  near  a  third  by  the  time  it  was 
sold,  and  would  then  sell  fiv  no  more  than 
pioUed  pork,  which  lost  not  an  ounce  in  weight 
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from  the  day  it  was  ppt  into  the  barrel  till  sold. 
A  difference  of  one-third  to  be  saved  in  the 
annual  product  of  the  hog-stock,  would  be  im- 
mense to  the  farmers;  and  tiiis  difference 
woold  he  saved  by  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on 
alum  salt 

ft.  In  tackled  beet — For  this  purpose  alum 
salt  is  absolutely  indispensable.  Beef  oonld  not 
be  pickled  without  it;  and,  therefore,  to  find  a 
market,  the  beef  cattle  were  driven  off  upon 
the  hoof.  Ur.  B.  pronounced  it  to  be  a  lonng 
business,  a  most  disadvantageous  traffic,  to  any 
country  to  drive  aw^  its  beef  oatUe  to  be  sold 
on  the  hoof.  The  inmiediate  loss  in  that  oper- 
ation was  nearly  one-half  the  value  of  the  bee^ 
and  the  whole  loss  of  the  hide,  tallow,  and  offal ; 
the  consequential  loss  was,  in  the  purchase  of 
leather  and  manufactures  of  leather,  and  the 

f>urchase  of  soap  and  candles,  and  also  in  the 
OSS  of  leather,  soap,  and  candles  for  exporta- 
tion. Pickkd  beef  in  Hew  Orleans  was  usaally 
from  eight  to  twelve  doUars  a  barrel,  whiiik 
was  from  fbur  to  tax  cents  a  pound.  The 
fanners  of  the  West  usnally  sell  their  cattle  at 
from  li  to  2i  cents  per  pound ;  thus  suffering 
a  loss  of  nearly  one-hsJf  on  the  beef;  the  hide 
and  tallow,  which  is  worth  as  much  as  the  beef 
sells  for  at  such  rates,  being  thrown  into  the 
'  bargain,  and  given  away.  The  disastrous  ef- 
fect of  this  suicidal  business  was  seen  in  every 
town  in  the  West,  where  foreign  hidee  from 
South  America,*  foreign  leather,  boots,  shoes, 
and  saddlery,  and  foreign  soap  and  candles, 
from  Europe  and  the  Atlantic  States  were 
daHy  exhibited  for  sale.  Another  disastroua 
consequence,  but  not  so  Tiaible  to  the  passing 
eye,  waa  the  loss  of  all  these  articles  for  exi>or- 
tation.  The  exportation  of  soap  and  candles 
had  lately  amounted  to  912,000  doUars  in  the 
year ;  and  of  leather,  boots,  shoes,  and  saddlery, 
to  4fi0,000  dollars.  These  exportations  went 
from  the  Atlantic  cities  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
chiefly  grew  out  of  the  which  the  Western 
farmers  made  of  their  hides  and  tallow  to  the 
drovers.  They  were  exportations  which  be- 
longed to  the  West,  not  only  because  it  produced 
the  material  out  of  which  the  manufactured 
articles  were  made,  but  it  was  the  best  place 
for  carrying  on  the  manu&etory  of  them  on 
account  of  the  oheapneaa  of  provisions,  and 
the  fiudUtiea  of  exptnrting  direct  to  the  Weat 
Indies. 

Kr.  B.  made  a  farther  illustration  of  the  evils 
of  driving  beef  cattie  from  the  West,  in  its 
effect  upon  the  internal  navigation  and  domes- 
tic markets  of  the  great  valley.  The  Mississippi 
River  was  to  the  West  what  the  Mediterranean 
Sea  was  to  tiie  Romans ;  it  is  mare  nMtrun»— 
onr  sea—and  the  steamboats  and  other  boats 
upon  it  constitute  our  navigation.  The  building 
of  these  vessels  gives  employment  to  a  multi- 
tude of  Qsef^  and  respectable  mechanics; 
creates  a  demand  for  vast  quantities  of  wood, 
iron,  paints,  and  glass;  furniture  of  every  de- 
scription; daily  sDppliesof  juvvirions;  wodd 
for  mel,  now  estimated  at  a  nulUoa  of  doUan 
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per  annom;  and  for  an.  immense  number  of 
persons  to  navinte  and  manage  the  boats. 
The  aggregate  m  all  these  expenditures  con- 
nected with  Bteamboat-bnildiiig  and  navigation, 
Tas  several  millions  of  dollars  per  annnm,  and 
was  the  most  profitable  kind  of  expenditore, 
for  it  was  carried  to  the  very  doors  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  delivered  into  their  hands  in  their  own 
honses.  Having  drawn  the  picture  of  the  ad- 
vantages (^steamboat  navwatlon  to  tiie  West, 
ICr.  D.  ventured  to  make  uie  snggesiion  that 
tl^  would  be  nearlr  doubled  hj  aabstitating 
a  chao^  in  the  beef  trade,  from  driving  the 
cattle  on  the  hoof  to  the  Atlantic  cities,  to  send- 
ioK  the  beef  piotded  to  New  Orleans  and  the 
west  Indies.  Booh  a  change  wonld  open  a  new 
and  immense  head  for  freight  down  the  river, 
and  a  corresponding  increase  for  freight  back ; 
for  it  was  of  ^e  nature  of  exports  and  imports 
to  emulate  each  other:  it  would  prodace  di- 
minished prices  for  under  oar^,  of  which  sidt 
would  be  the  chief;  and  a  corresponding  in- 
crease of  every  expenditure  connected  with  the 
oonstraotion  and  navigation  of  steamboats.  He 
then  averred  that  this  change,  and  the  stopen- 
dons  benefttB  reenlting  from  it,  depended  stuely 
and  ezolntively  npon  the  free  use  of  alom  salt 
— upon  tbe  abolition  of  the  duty  np<m  that  ar- 
ticle— upon  the  ^ple  and  obvions  process  of 
pomitong  the  Western  people  to  use  the  salt 
Mwording  to  their  wants  and  wishes,  which  God 
had  created  for  them  in  all  the  islands  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  And  he  ridiculed  with  con- 
temptuous sarcasm  the  affM»d  alarms  of  tiiose 
vho  expressed  the  fear  that  there  woold  not  be 
aalt  enough  if  the  domestic  manxifactories 
checked  their  operations.  He  sud  it  was  a  fear 
that  there  woiud  be  a  figure  of  snuahine  and 
■eawater. 

Having  briefly  touched  upon  Qie  important 
uses  of  salt  in  agriculture,  and  especially  for 
Btock  and  provisions,  Hr.  B.  proceeded  to  notice 
the  disadvantages  under  which  the  farmers  of 
the  Western  States  labored  with  respect  to  that 
article.  At  the  head  of  the  list  of  these  disad- 
vantages, or  oppressions,  as  they  might  with 
greater  propriety  be  called,  stood  the  appalling 
and  astonnding  &ot,  that  the  whole  salt  trade 
of  the  West,  so  far  as  it  d^nded  upon  the  do- 
mestic manufactories,  was  one  vast  and  cruel 
monopoly  1  The  amazing  fact  was  proved  by 
a  variety  of  testimony;  it  was  known  to  every 
Western  Senator  present;  it  was  felt  at  home 
in  every  deparbncnt  of  ^rioultnre,  by  all  the 
Ikrmers  of  the  West  Tie  balefiil  effects  of 
this  horrid  monopcdy  were  fbroibly  depicted  by 
the  witnesses  wnose  communica^ons  he  had 
read.  Doable  price  and  scant  measure;  the 
whole  oonntry  mstricted,  allowanced,  and  stint- 
ed; ready  money  exacted;  wells  rented  from 
their  owners  to  lie  idle ;  new  wells  prevented 
from  being  dug;  overgrown  fortunes  to  the 
monopolizers,  privation,  want,  and  sufi^ng 
among  the  people  and  stock:  such  was  the 
Bfaociking  and  revolting  piotnre  which  these 
oomasmaaaaxais  jHresentea  to  the  Benate.  Ux. 


B.  animadverted  in  the  most  indignant  terms 
upon  monopolies  of  every  species,  and  placed 
the  salt  monopoly  at  the  head  of  the  abomina- 
ble and  infemial  list.  He  said  this  very  mo- 
nopoly was  one  of  the  causes  which  brought 
Oharles  the  First  to  the  block,  Qaeen  Eliza- 
beth, though  a  pettiooated  tyrant,  had  the  hu- 
manity, or  rather  sagacity,  to  suppress  salt 
monopoly,  towards  uie  dose  of  her  reign ;  for 
which  fliot  of  mercy  and  oondesoensiou  the 
whole  Parliament  went  in  a  body  to  thank  and 
bless  her  as  an  angel  of  benefioence.  The  bigot- 
ed Stuarts  revived  it,  and  pud  the  forfeiture  in 
the  loss  of  life  and  kingdom.  There  had  been 
no  monopoly  of  salt  in  England  since  Charles 
the  First  had  lost  his  head ;  the  States  beyond 
the  Alleghany  Moantains  were  the  only  exam- 
ple of  that  oppression  at  this  time  existing  in 
the  civilized  world.  Hr.  B.  considered  the 
present  duty  on  foreign  salt  as  the  father  and 
guardian  of  this  domestic  monopoly.  He  con- 
sidered it  the  protector,  defender,  and  supporter 
of  the  monopolists.  He  considered  the  act  of 
Oonfmss  which  kept  up  this  duty,  as  t^e  law 
wluw  estaUisIud  thia  monopoly;  and  de- 
nounced aoeh  a  law,  not  merely  as  odious  and 
oppr^ve,  but  as  a  species  of  impiety  and  sac- 
rilege, a  ffpecies  of  revolt  and  rebellion  against 
the  providence  of  God,  who  had  created  salt, 
and  spread  it  tiirongh  the  universe,  for  the  use 
of  man  and  beast,  and  as  the  preservative  prin- 
ciple of  life  and  health  in  both.  The  sea  was 
filled  with  it,  and  the  sun  manufactured  it.  It 
came  cheap  and  pure  fh>m  that  manufactory, 
established  by  Divine  wisdom,  and  co-exten- 
sive with  the  bounds  of  the  habitable  globOw 
Salt  was  the  pres«*vati.ve  principle  of  the  world. 
Evei7  living  animal  must  have  it;  every  apecies 
of  food  mun  contain  it.  Without  It,  universal 
death  and  corruption  would  ensae.  The  ^sd- 
pies  of  Oluriat  were  otdled  by  their  IDtster  '*  the 
salt  of  the  earth ; "  and  that  divine  metaphor 
was  intended  to  convey  to  the  understandings 
of  all  people  the  knowledge  of  the  preservative 
nature  of  their  mission,  a  mission  which  was  to 
save  the  moral  world  from  corruption,  as  salt 
preserves  the  animal  and  material  world.  Laws 
to  prevent  any  portion  of  the  human  race  from 
using  the  pure  and  perfect  salt  made  by  the  rays 
of  the  sun  out  of  the  waves  of  the  sea,  if  enact- 
ed without  a  dire  necessity,  were  impious  con- 
trivances to  frustrate  the  beoieficenoe  q£  (3toA.  A 
war  for  self-preservation  alonfroonld  justify  ancfa 
laws.  They  had  existed  in  all  countries,  and 
had  run  hi^est  where  human  liberty  was  at  the 
lowest  ebb.  They  are  now  disappearing,  van- 
ishing, and  falling  before  the  recuperative  ener- 
gies of  popidar  rights.  The  gabelle  fell,  in 
France,  before  the  march  of  revolution.  In 
England,  this  unnatural  tax,  after  attuning  the 
monstrous  height  of  fifteen  shillings  a  haahel, 
sunk  and  dis^tpeared  before  the  lurars  of  that 
pre-eminent  committee  from  whose  reports  a 
Kw  imperfect  and  mutilated  extracts  have  been 
read.  The  ult  tax  disappeared  from  the 
United  States  about  twen^  years  ego,  dnring 
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the  anspiciooB  administration  of  the  immortal 
Jefferson.  Even  Spun,  the  last  oonntry  upon 
earth  in  which  to  look  for  a  liberal  example, 
was  an  instance  of  the  genaroos  use  of  salL 
The  United  States  alone  are  now  presmting 
the  example  of  keeping  iip_  this  odions  tax,  of 
keeping  it  ap  withont  neoesedty,  of  keeping  it  np 
for  the  oppression  of  the  people,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  monopolizers^rtheimpoTerishment 
and  degradation  of  the  West.  Bat  let  the  peo- 
ple not  despair.  Belief  though  ont  of -sight,  is 
sometimes  near  at  hand.  The  darkest  hoar  of 
the  night  is  that  which  precedes  the  break  of 
day.  In  England,  in  1801,  the  first  atten^t  of 
the  friends  of  the  people  to  reduce  the  salt  tax, 
was  fc^owed  bj  the  insolt  and  ontTage  of  rais- 
ing it.  The  Fitt  administration,  to  pnnish  and 
intimidate  those  who  proposed  the  abolition, 
immediatelr  rused  t^e  dn^  fiNUU  ten  to  fiiteen 
shillings  a  bnahel;  bat  they  raised  the  spirit  of 
the  people  at  the  same  time,  and  in  a  few  years 
the  whole  oppressive  burden  fell  to  the  eurth. 

Resalting  from  this  monopoly,  thas  eetablisli- 
ed  and  protected,  came  the  present  enormons 

{)rioe  of  salt.  Mr.  B.  begged  Senators  to  reool- 
ect  the  testimony  he  had  read,  and  reflect  in 
how  many  places  the  snm  of  76  cents,  or  a  dol- 
lar, or  a  doUar  and  a  quarter,  was  exacted  from 
the  people  for  about  two  pecks  and  a  half  of 
inferior,  flre-made,  artificial  salt,  imposed  npon 
them  under  the  scandalized  name  of  a  bushel. 
If  the  doty  was  oS,  he  woold  venture  to  affirm 
tiiat  the  price  of  pure,  snn-mode,  orystallized 
salt  woold  not  uoeed  ApieaiUon  fw  a  real 
bnsbel  at  Kew  Orleans,  ana  three  orfonrpieaU- 
lona  in  the  central  parts  of  the  valley  of  the 
Hiesissippu  His  calculation  was  tliis:  that 
the  import  price  of  this  fine  salt  was,  at  present, 
riz  cents  for  that  of  Malta ;  eight  cents  for  that 
of  Spain  and  Portngal ;  nine  cents  for  tbat  of 
Turk's  Island;  and  that,  in  the  vast  increase 
which  the  foreign  salt  trade  would  assume .  and 
the  reduced  price  of  the  salt  from  Turk's  luand, 
(a  British  possession,)  in  consequence  of  the  di- 
rect intercourse  with  that  island,  or  rather  with 
the  five  hundred  Bahama  islands,  of  which  it  is 
the  ohie^  the  average  price  at  Kew  Orleans 
would  be  nz  ai^  a  qnarter  cents;  freight  for 
salt,  as  under  cargo,  was  now  aboat  one-third 
of  a  cent  per  pound,  and  wonld  soon  be  brought 
by  the  great  boats,  during  the  spring  floods,  for 
one-fourth  of  a  cent.  Thns  would  the  price  of 
alum  salt,  at  Louisville,  be  reduced  to  about  26 
cents  a  boshel.  Low  as  tins  would  be,  a  great 
proportion  of  the  Western  farraers  womd  get  it 
on  still  better  terms.  Thousands  of  flat-bottomed 
boats  made  without  expense,  navigated  without 
skill  or  labor,  loaded  with  eveiy  oonceivable 
production  of  the  farm  and  the  forest,  and  de- 
scending from  all  the  confluent  streams  of  the 
Mississippi,  viut  New  Orleans  eveiy  winto*. 
The  owners  are  th^  own  fiuAon  ana  commis- 
rion  merchants,  ^ley  sell  ont  the  contoits  of 
their  boat  (which,  moored  to  the  levee,  and 
labelled  with  its  contents,  serves  for  wehoQS& 
kitchen,  parlor,  and  bed-roonO  in  the  course  of 


the  winter  months,  when  they  could  do  hut 
little  at  home ;  buy  their  groceries  in  the  ^ring, 
step  on  board  a  steamer  with  their  £amily  sup- 
I^e^  and,  for  six  dollars,  are  at  home  In  eight 
or  ten  days,  ready  to  commence  the  new  crop 
with  the  return  of  the  vernal  season.  To  aU 
such  the  aoquidtion  of  two  or  tbree  sacks  <tf 
pure  and  perfect  salt  would  be  nothing  but  the 
exchange  of  a  few  loose  ve^etaUe^  which 
would  have  rotted  at  home. 

Mr.  B.  maintained  that  the  salt  tax  fell  heavi- 
est upon  the  laboring  classes,  and  upon  the  poor. 
They  used  most  salt  in  proportion  to  their 
wealth,  and  bought  at  a  disadvantage,  because 
they  booght  in  a  pinch,  in  smaU  quantities,  at 
retail  prices,  raLsed  the  money  to  bay  it  at  a 
sacrifice,  and  were  most  sabject  to  he  imposed 
npon,  both  as  to  weight,  quality,  and  price.  It 
was  so  in  Eogland ;  it  is  so  here.  Look  at  the 
English  testimony  I  It  tells  you  the  tax  was 
harder  jxpon  the  peasant  than  the  nobleman. 
Look  at  the  Amenoan  testimony  t  It  tells  yon 
that  the  people  in  remote  places— the  small  farm- 
ers, remote  from  great  towns,  had  to  pay  the 
highest  prices,  received  the  scantiest  measare, 
and  suffered  most  ftora  extortion  and  imposi- 
tioo.  It  was  in  such  places,  and  among  snch 
customers,  that  the  weighed  bushd  of  fifty 
pounds  would  find  ample  accommodation  for 
lodging,  in  a  half  bushel  measure;  that  the  old 
roaty  steelyards  were  used,  that  would  not  pro- 
ponderate  for  ten  pounds  in  fif^ ;  that  the  an- 
cient barrels  were  obliged  to  be  taken  at  the 
marked  weight;  and  that  the  extortionate  pticea 
of  one  and  two  dollars  for  these  scant  wd^t 
bushels,  equal  to  two  and  four  dollars  for  real 
measured  bushels,  and  that  for  well-water  salt 
impr^nated  with  poisonous  ingredients,  and 
only  half  the  strength  of  sea-water  salt,  were 
actually  pud  by  the  helpless  people,  and  re- 
ceived by  the  relentiess  monopolizers!  And 
yet,  in  the  face  of  these  damning  facts,  in  the 
midst  of  tiie  cries  of  these  suffering  people,  there 
is  a  scheme  on  foot,  not  only  to  resist  the  re- 
duction, bat  to  effect  the  increase  of  this 
diaboli(»ltaxI  to  raise  it  from  ten  to  fifteen 
cents. 

[Hera  Mr.  B.  alluded  to  the  ^  in  the  House 
of  Bepresentalives^  to  increase  the  salt  tax^  and 
thought  this  bill  ought  to  be  proclaimed 
throughout  the  West  by  a  herald  and  a  trumpet, 
to  roose  and  alarm  the  people,  and  to  put  them 
on  their  guard  against  the  dangers  it  portended.] 

Resultuig  from  this  monopoly,  and  the  most 
d^ading  of  its  consequences,  was  the  power 
to  allowance  and  district  the  coontiy  for  the 
consumption  of  salt.  The  Western  country  was 
districted  and  allowanced.  All  the  witnesses 
prove  the  mortifying  fact  Depots  are  estab- 
lished, and  agents  appointed  to  supply  each  dis- 
trict. No  competition  is  permitted.  No  com- 
petition can  come,  ezcwt  frwn  New  Orieana, 
and  that  in  the  season  <a  high  water.  To  pre- 
vent the  ftilnesB  of  the  supply  from  operating 
on  the  highness  of  the  price,  the  invention  of 
"dead  wells"  was  made,  and  a  multitude  of 
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wells,  rented  from  th^  ownen,  have  been  per- 
mitted to  stand  idle.  Hay,  more;  a  further 
exertion  of  this  invention  has  exhihited  the 
prodigy  of  wella  anppresBed-— of  nnbom  wellB 
stifled  in  the  iromb  of  the  earth  by  hiring  and 
paying  people  not  to  dig  for  their  salt  vater  I 
Tiie  conseqnenoe  of  these  enormities  Tras,  stint 
in  the  mpply,  excess  in  the  price.  The  coan- 
try  was  starved  for  salt,  and  made  to  pay  double, 
in  many  places  qaadmple  its  valae.  The  do- 
mestie  Biqn^  ia  not  eqoal  to  one-fifth  oi  the 
demand.  TIm  whole  qnantity  made  in  the 
United  States  aa  proved  by  the  retonu  of  the 
salt-malmv  uanselvea  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  does  not  exceed  five  mUliona  of 
bushels ;  while  the  consomption  of  the  conntry 
would  require  tiiirty  millions.  The  whole  prod- 
uct of  the  Weetj  including  Western  Pennsylva- 
nia and  the  Holston  works  in  Virginia,  do  not 
exceed  two  and  a  half  millions  of  bushels, 
weighed  bushels;  each  of  which  busbel,  with 
a  little  packing  and  hewing,  would  comfortably 
establiaL  itself  iu  a  half  bushel  measnre. 

Mr.  B.  believed  that  the  stock  alone  of  the 
United  States  would  require  twenty  millions  of 
bushels.   He  bottomed  his  estimate  upon  the 
oonaamption  in  England.  It  was  there  proved 
that  the  stock,  independent  of  the  draught 
horses,  and  hogs,  which  had  not  been  induoed 
in  the  estimate,  required  twenty-two  millions 
of  bushels,  flfty-six  pounds  to  the  bushel,  to 
supply  them  annually.   He  felt  mortified  to 
know  the  number  of  stock  in  England,  for  he 
was  speaking  of  England  proper,  and  not  know 
the  number  in  the  United  States.   He  regretted 
that  the  return  of  stock  was  not  included  in  the 
census — in  the  census  made  by  State  aathority 
at  all  events — and  especially  in  the  West,  where 
stock  constituted  so  large  a  proportion  of  the 
wealth  of  the  people.   In  the  absence  of  acon- 
nte  information,  ne  most  proceed  upon  proba- 
ble data ;  and,  as  the  United  States  was  more 
popolous  than  England,  ten  times  more  exten- 
sive, and  the  keeping  of  stock  more  easy,  he 
would  assume  the  stock  census  of  En^and  as 
furnishing,  not  the  raiterion  of  nnmbera,  but 
the  data  rorcaloulation;  the  sheep  of  the  United 
States  being  probably  one-third,  cattle  and 
horses  doubtful,  and  hoga  far  more  numeroos. 
Aiwuming  this  calculation  for  the  relative  num- 
ber of  stock,  the  necessity  for  salt  was 
greater :  for  the  use  of  green  food,  and  ^eoial- 
ly  wild  grass,  was  more  usual  in  the  United 
States;  and  this  grass  was  more  fresh,  or  free 
from  saltneaa,  beoaose,  the  Ui^ted  States  being 
a  continent,  and  not  an  island,  tiie  saline  dews 
which  corrected  tiie  freshness  of  the  grass,  did 
not  extend  to  the  interior  States.  AsBuming 
the  sheep  of  the  United  States  to  be  one-third 
of  the  English  flock,  to  wit,  ten  millions  of  head, 
and  allowing  to  each  sheep  the  English  supply, 
of  half  a  pound  a  week,  which  made  half  a 
boshel  a  year,  and  it  resulted  that  the  sheep 
alone  of  the  United  States  required  five  milliona 
of  bushels  of  salt  per  annum  I  being  just  as 
much  as  the  domestto  mauufbcturers  made!  so 


that  if  the  population  of  the  Union  Bhooldbe 
thrown  on  the  domestic  supply,  and  the  sheep 
supplied  first,  there  would  not  be  one  grun  left 
for  the  hogs,  horses,  cattle,  people,  and  the 
thousand  uses  beside,  for  which  salt  is  indis- 
pensable 1  So  mxMsti  for  the  domestic  supply! 
It  had  been  computed  in  England  that  the  sup- 
ply of  salt  to  the  sheep  was  the  saving  of  six 
hundred  thousand  head  from  dying  annually ; 
the  loss  of  Western  stock  for  want  o£  salt  can- 
not be  estimated.  But  it  is  a  point  for  West- 
em  farmers  to  think  of.  Let  each  one  make 
the  oompntation  fbr  hims^  and  consider  what 
his  annual  loes  is  in  oattfe,  hogs,  sheep,  and 
horses,  for  want  of  this  condiment  to  their  food ; 
this  medicine  for  their  health,  this  attraction 
against  running  wild ;  and  tiien  estimate,  if  he 
can,  the  annual  a^r^ate  loss  of  the  nine  West- 
em  States  and  Territories. 

Hr.  B.  affirmed  that  the  stint  of  salt  was 
univerasl  in  the  West ;  that  it  extended  to  all 
the  operations  of  tbe  farmer;  that  it  even  ex- 
tended to  the  pots  and  tables  of  the  poor  I  He 
believed  that  such  an  "^Instance  of  stint,  for  a 
necessary  of  life,  did  not  exist  among  the  ne* 
groea  of  the  West  Lidia  islands.  £te  believed 
that  those  negroes  reo^ved  from  tiieir  mastera^ 
cruel  as  many  of  them  were,alai:gerand  better 
aUowanoe  of  aalt  than  the  average  of  Westem 
farmers  received  from  the  inexorable  monopo- 
lists. He  said  the  entire  West  was  a  stock- 
raising  conntry.  The  farmers  there,  tike  the 
patri^xjhs  of  old,  estimated  their  wealth,  in  a 
great  d^ree,  by  the  number  of  their  flocks  and 
herds.  Before  the  invention  of  steamboats,  this 
rich  vein  of  wealth  was  but  slishtly  and  imper- 
fectly developed.  Want  of  salt  prevented  its 
development.  Common  salt  could  not  be  had 
in  sufficient  quantity  for  salting  the  stock.  Not 
a  pound  of  alum  salt  could  be  had  for  curing 
bacon,  preserving  bntter  and  cheese,  and  pick- 
ling beef  and  poi^  For^gn  salt,  of  no  kind, 
could  «iter  the  vast  and  fiertile  refpons  of  the 
West  Freight,  up  the  Missisnppi,  in  ked 
boats  and  ba^^  was  sevm  or  tight  cents  a 
pound  aeroas  the  Alleghany  Monntains,  in 
wagons,  was  aa  much  or  more ;  and  then  com- 
menced, from  hard  necessity  and  from  absolute 
want  of  alum  salt,  the  pemicions  and  impover- 
ishing practioe  of  driving  off  beef  cattle  on  the 
hoof.  But  ateunboats  furnish  the  means  of 
relieving  this  necesraty,  of  supplying  this  want, 
and  of  terminating  this  pernicious  practice. 
They  are  bringing  salt  from  Kew  Orleans  at  so 
low  a  freight,  that,  if  the  duly  was  ofi^  the  price 
to  the  purchasera,  ia  the  central  parts  of  the 
Qnat  Valley,  ana  that  of  the  pure  sea-made 
salt,  would  not  exceed  twenty-five  cents  per 
bushel;  while,  to  those  farmers  who  trade 
down  the  river,  the  price  could  not  exceed  three 
picaiUona.  This  cheap  importation  of  cheap 
salt — this  unlimited  means  of  importing  it  at 
the  one  thirty-second  part  of  its  former  freight, 
was  the  greatest  blessing  of  all  the  great  bless- 
ings which  the  wonderml  invention  of  steam- 
boats had  conferred  upcm  the  West,   It  was 
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the  verj  thing  which  wu  lacking  to  give  frxH 
development  to  her  richeet  vein  of  wealth — 
richer  than  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru— her 
stock  and  provision  trade  1  Providence,  of  its 
infinite  goodness,  and  to  crown  the  blesrangs  of 
the  great  West,  sent  this  miraonlons  invention 
to  ^ve  us  that  alone  which  was  wanting,  and 
never  could  have  been  got  without  it ;  the  pure 
muriate  of  Boda;  the  natural  crystallized  salt; 
the  native  unmixed  product  of  the  son  and  sea ; 
the  salt  of  Divine  manufactory ;  as  much  sape- 
rior  to  artificial  fire-made  salt  as  the  works  of 
God  are  superior  to  the  works  of  mant  Upon 
the  dispensation  sdoh  a  Providence,  it  was 
to  have  been  expected  that  the  Fedovl  Legisla- 
tarck  to  whom  the  whole  power  of  regulating 
foreign  commerce  had  been  assigned  by  the 
StatM,  whether  wisely  or  not,  time,  and,  above 
all,  the  continuance  of  the  salt  tax,  will  show, 
it  was  to  have  been  expected  that  the  Federal 
Legislature  (that  part  of  it  at  all  events, 
which  assumed  to  be  the  particular  friends  of 
domestic  indostry)  would  have  ^ven  all  possi- 
ble aid  to  the  importation  of  this  Heaven-sent 
Bait.  A  bounty  in  favor  of  the  ships  which 
brought  it,  would  have  rested  upon  the  same 
oonsUtational  construction,  and  upon  infinitely 
greater  reasons  of  Jiutice  than  a  bounty  in  &- 
Tor.  of  vessels  which  bring  h<»ne  fish.  The 
greatest  exertions  might  have  been  expected  for 
we  encouragement  of  this  importation.  Every 
reason  which  the  head  could  conceive,  or  the 
tongne  conld  utter,  sprung  forth  in  favor  of  the 
encouragement ;  not  a  single  reason  that  craft 
and  cunning  could  devise,  could  be  arrayed 
against  it  The  whole  vocabulary  of  the 
*' American  system"  furnished  not  a  word 
agtunst  it :  for  that  system  rests  upon  the  basis 
of  making  at  home,  and  furnishing  to  the  citi- 
zen, th«  saioe  artid&better  and  cheaper  than 
*Jti»i  imported  one  1  Wdl,  alum  salt,  which  com- 
prehends all  oryatallized  salt,  (and  all  salt  made 
by  the  snn,  and  none  other.  Is  eiTstallized,) 
alum  salt  is  not  made  in  the  United  States,  (a 
litde  in  the  Northeast  excepted,}  not  a  pound 
ot  it  is  made  in  the  West,  nor  any  rival  to  it^ 
nor  substitute  for  it.  By  consequence,  it  could 
not  be  made  cheaper  ana  better  at  home  I  The 
"  American  Bystem  "  was  for  it,  instead  of  be- 
ing against  it,  unless  it  is  intended  to  exclude 
the  industry  of  the  farmer,  who  raises  stock 
and  salt  provisions,  from  the  industry  to  be 

Erotected  by  that  system.  A  bounty  might 
ave  been  expected  in  favor  of  every  ship  Uiat 
Bhould  bring  sun-made  salt  to  New  Orleans. 
Instead  of  that,  what  have  we  seen?  Federal 
legislation  actually  employed  to  keep  this  salt 
away  I  A  hostile  and  repulsive  tax  of  twenty 
cents  imposed  upon  every  eight  cents*  worth  of 
this  indispensable  salt  I  A  re^uiution  upon 
the  ship  that  brings  it,  to  pay  twice  and  a  half 
its  value  into  the  cofi'ers  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment before  that  ship  is  allowed  to  land  it  I 
Bond  and  security  required,  when  the  money 
cannot  be  pud  down  I  And  this  security  to  be 
exacted  from  strangers  who  have  crossed  the 


wide  seas  to  exchange  thdr  surplus  salt  for  our 
surplus  provinonsi  And,  in  consequence  of 
theee  heavy  and  merciless  ezactionB,  most  of 
the  ships  bring  stones  instead  of  salt— forced  to 
bring  stones  by  the  Federal  Ghivemment,  and 
realizing  the  compulnve  illustration  of  ^e 
strongest  reproach  contained  in  the  sacred  pages 
of  the  Holy  evangelists  I  They  would  bring 
salt  for  baUast  in  preference  to  stone%  if  the 
laws  would  permit  them.  Uany  that  bring 
salt,  throw  it  overboard,  in  the  mouth  of  the 
If  isBiseippi.  When  no  longer  needed  for  ballast, 
they  throw  it  into  the  river,  because  they  are 
neither  aUe  to  pay  the  doty  in  ready  mwe/i 
nor  to  give  the  aeoarity  which  the  oremt 
system  reonires.  Is  this  imannation,  or  is  it 
reality?  It  is  reality  I  And  no  longer  ago 
than  the  last  summer,  the  troubled  waves  of 
the  Hississippi,  and  the  dark  shades  at  mid- 
night, were  the  conscious  witnesses  of  this  lun- 
entable  fact,  of  this  dire  operation  of  taxing  salt 
out  of  the  land  of  America  I  Mr.  B.  said  he 
had  heard  of  this  sacrifice ;  this  new  species  of 
immolation,  not  to  propitiate  the  graiius  of  the 
river,  but  to  appease  tiie  iDfemal  genius  of  the 
salt  tiax,  soon  arter  it  happened,  and  had  laid  it 
np  in  his  memory  for  verifioation.  That  verifi- 
oation  wBsquiek^reONTed;  fcnr  on  his  paasase 
to  this  dty,  in  the  month  of  Norembwlast,  he 
fell  in  at  Lomsville,  Eentaciky,  with  the  sur- 
veyor and  inspector  of  t^e  port  of  New  Orleans, 
M^or  Spotta,  formerly  of  Uie  army,  and  lately 
approved  by  the  Senate  both  as  a  military  and 
civH  officer,  and  from  him  received  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  fact.  Two  ships,  ilaioT  Spotts  was 
certain,  had  thrown  their  salt  overboard; 
others  he  suspected  of  having  done  so  I  These 
ships,  thus  encountering  the  risk  of  forfeiting 
their  cargoes,  and  incuiring  all  the  penalties  of 
violating  the  revenue  laws,  in  addition  to  ttiB 
loss  cf  ue  salt,  because  tiivy  could  ndt^er  pay* 
the  duties,  nor  give  the  aeoniri^,  nor  find  any- 
body to  receive  the  salt  as  a  with  a  tax  ctf 
twenty  cents  a  bnshel  upon  it  I  At  that  very 
moment  the  whole  intenor  of  the  West  suffer- 
ing for  salt  1  And  for  whose  benefit  are  these 
oppressions  practised!  For  the  benefit  of  a 
few  hundred  monopolizers  in  the  West,  and  a 
few  thousand  flshennen  in  the  Northeast  t 
For  their  benefit,  the  repeal  of  the  odious  tax 
is  not  only  resisted,  hut  an  increase  of  the  op- 
pression is  actually  demanded  1 

Mr.  B.  drew  the  line  of  distinction  between 
good  and  bad  salt  It  was  a  line  easy  to  bo 
drawn,  for  it  was  the  line  between  the  works  of 
nature  and  the  works  ctf  man.  All  salt  that 
was  made  by  boiling,  no  matter  oat  of  what 
wato*,  was  impore  and  imperfect;  for  the  agita- 
tion and  the  heat  prevented  crystallization^  and 
rebdned  the  pi^sonons  ingredients  called  riacic 
and  bitton ;  all  salt  made  by  the  power  of  the 
sun  was  pore  and  perfect ;  (dl  the  poisonons  in- 
gredients having  setUed  to  the  bottom,  and  the 
salt  itself  forming  into  lumps  by  concretion  and. 
crystallization.  The  artificial  salt,  made  by 
1  boiling,  is  good  for  many  purposes ;  for  salting 
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stock,  preserving  hay  and  fodder,  for  duly  ose 
in  fresh  meat  and  vegetables ;  and,  by  help  of 
mneh  smoke  and  long  drying,  will  save  bacon 
tat  family  use.  The  natural,  son-made  salt  waa 
indispensable  to  pickling  beef  and  pork,  and 
to  caring  bacon,  batter,  and  oheese  for  expor- 
tation, or  the  Soathem  markets.  It  was  of 
the  tax  Qpon  this  latter  kind  of  salt  that  he 
complained  so  maoh ;  a  kind  of  salt  so  indispen- 
sable to  the  provision  trade  of  the  West,  and 
BO  impossible  to  be  made  by  the  domestio  mana- 
factarers.  To  Uiis  part  of  the  arvament  he  in- 
vited, and  invoked,  and  almost  defied,  the  re- 
spoaab  ot  his  opponents.  The  fire-made  salt 
irooM  not  answur  the  ereat  porposes  oi  the 
piOTiuon  trade.  It  coold  not  be  nsed  by  the 
prorinon-corers,  if  presented  to  them  as  a  gift. 
Snn-made  salt  alone  would  answer.  It  most 
be  had,  cost  what  it  may  j  and  a  tax  upon  it 
was  an  oppresnon  upon  the  people,  withont  the 
possibility  of  producing  a  domestio  sapply  of 
the  same  article.  The  domestw  salt  woald  not 
answer !  All  the  testimony  proved  this  great 
and  cardinal  fact.  He  woold  not  recE^italate 
that  testimony ;  but  woold  refer  to  the  oircam- 
stance  mentioned  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Lyon, 
of  the  HoDse  of  BepreMntstaves,  and  of  which 
h&  Hr.  B.,  was  also  witness— 4li8t  <rf  alom  salt 
delivered  at  Maysville,  in  Hovembw  last  This 
salt  had  crossed  the  Golf  of  Hezioo.  It  had 
ascended  the  Mississippi,  in  a  ship  to -New 
Orleans ;  then  to  Loaurille,  in  a  steamboat ; 
tiira  to  Maysville,  in  a  keel  towed  by  a  steamer. 
It  had  traversed  a  thousand  miles  of  golf,  and 
nineteen  hundred  miles  of  river  navigation,  to 
reach  its  point  of  delivery ;  and  that  point  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  great  Een- 
hawa  salt  works  I  there  to  be  employed  ia  sit- 
ing Kentacky  pork  for  exportaticm,  or  Southern 
oonsomption  I  How  overwhelming  and  con- 
clusive the  bare  annunciation  of  tsa(^  a  preg- 
nant frctl  -And  tiiat  no  oirotmutanee  mlji^t 
be  ladcing  to  oomplete  the  power  of  this  un- 
preamve  argument  in  &Tor  of  foreign  salt,  the 
company's  own  steamboat  brought  it!  Thus 
makmg  themselves  pablio  and  aoanswerable 
witnesses  to  the  total  inefficaoy  of  their  own  salt, 
and  the  absolute  necessity  of  using  the  foreign  I 
Mr.  B.  insisted  that  the  burthen  of  the  salt 
tax  upon  the  West  was  aggravated  by  contrast ; 
for  in  the  Northeast  there  were  drawbacks, 
bounties,  and  allowances  which  more  than  in- 
demnified the  fishing  interest  for  the  proportion 
of  the  tax  which  they  paid.  They  were  allowed 
to  draw  oat  of  the  Treasury,  at  ^e  end  of  each 
year,  as  much  money  as  had  been  pud,  or  sup- 
posed to  have  been  paid,  for  duties  on  the  salt 
employed  in  onring  fish ;  and  under  this  system 
at  drawbacks  and  allowances,  upwards  of  five 
milliona  of  d<dlars  had  already  been  drawn. 
The  vigilant  Secretary  of  the  Treaaary  (Mr. 
Inobah)  had  discovered  large  frauds  in  tiiiis 
bosiness,  say  to  the  amount  of  fifty  tliousand 
dollus  in  a  single  year ;  but  the  laws  were  yet 
in  force ;  and  while  they  oontinned,  the  leak 
frcnn  the  Treasury  on  this  aooonnt  must  still 
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amount  to  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars  per 
annum.  The  Western  States  were  allowed 
nothing  in  the  way  of  drawback  of  duty  on 
the  beef  and  pork  ex{>orted  by  them.  These 
States,  therefore,  felt  the  unmitigated  weight 
of  the  tax,  while  to  their  friends  in  the  Nwth- 
east  it  was  actually  a  money-making  business. 
This  was  unequal  and  unjust  in  ^e  extreme. 
The  cOnstitation  declared,  and,  if  it  did  not, 
the  first  principle  of  equity  would  declare,  that 
taxes  should  be  eqaal  and  unilbrm  throughout 
the  Union.  But  this  equality  was  destroyed 
when  the  tax  was  reftinded  to  one  quarter  and  not 
reftmded  to  another.  It  was  the  same  thing  as 
if,  in  the  law  imposing  it,  the  levy  f>f  the  tax 
should  be  by  sections,  omitting  one  sectton 
entirely  from  the  operation  of  the  levy.  It 
would  he  better  in  this  case  to  levy  by  sec- 
tions, because  it  has  been  proved  at  the  Trea»* 
nry  that  a  certain  section  draws  back  more 
than  it  pays — more  than  it  woold  have  been 
exempted  from,  if  the  levy  had  not  reached  it. 
This  business  of  refunding  the  salt  tax  to  a  part 
of  the  community,  proves  the  impolicy  of  levy- 
ing it  at  all :  for  if  it  is  refunded  to  a  part,  jus- 
tice requires  it  should  be  refunded  to  all ;  and, 
if  it  be  reminded  to  all,  where  is  the  sense  in 
levying  it?  The  people  of  the  Northeast,  with 
whom  salted  fish  is  a  predominant  food,  have  u 
drawback  of  tbe  duty  allowed  them;  the  peo- 
ple of  the  South  and  West,  with  whom  salted 
bacon  is  a  predominant  food,  have  no  draw- 
back ;  and  thus  the  operation  of  the  law  is  un^ 
equal  as  well  as  oppressive.  The  remedy  for 
the  whole  is  to  abolish  the  tax,  and  all  tiie 
superstructure  of  drawbacks,  bounties,  and 
allowances,  which  rest  upon  it. 

The  farmers,  continued  Mr.  B.,  are  the  class 
most  interested  in  the  abolition  of  this  tax; 
they  feel  it  to  the  quick;  and  he  could  not 
allude  to  that  meritorious  class  of  citizens 
without  the  deepest  feelings  of  sympathy  and 
eonoem.  They  wero  the  soul  and  body  of  the 
country.  T^elr  labors  supplied  all  the  ele- 
ments of  Bubuatence  to  man  and  beast  Their 
names  were  to  he  found  upon  every  list  of  con- 
tribution to  the  public  service.  They  were 
found  upon  the  tax  listk  the  muster  roll,  the  jury 
panel,  the  road  list,  tne  bridge  list,  and  every 
other  list  which  exacted  the  payment  of  money 
or  the  performance  of  service.  There  was  but 
one  list  on  which  their  names  were  not  to  be 
found,  and  that  was  the  list  of  office  I  Farmers 
and  offices  seldom  get  together.  Their  station 
in  the  body  politic  was,  front  rank  for  serviee, 
rear  rank  for  reward.  Surely,  a  body  of  men 
so  numerous,  and  bo  meritMiooB,  so  ready  to  do, 
and  to  suffer  fbr  the  Government,  and  so  back- 
ward to  ask  favors  from  it,  ought  at  least  to  be 
aninjured  by  the  Government,  Laws  should 
not  he  made  ag^Bt  them,  if  they  are  not  made 
for  ihsm.  Fur  play,  at  least,  should  be  their 
portion.  The  "laittet  novt /aire" — "let  us 
alone" — should  be  their  ready  |^anted  prayer. 
Yet,  how  stands  the  account'  with  the  Federal 
Gornnmentt    Their  produce  loaded  with 
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duties  in  foreign  conntries — virtnally  excladed 
from  many  of  them — by  the  total  failure  of 
Congress  to  make  any  attempt  to  regnlate  for- 
eign commerce  according  to  the  power  granted 
in  the  coostitntion,  and  the  declared  intention 
of  the  States  in  conferring  that  power  npon 
Congress  1  An  indispensable  ingredient,  not 
odIj  in  thdr  wealth,  bat  in  their  living,  and 
cmly  to  be  obtained  from  abroad,  loaded  with 
the  datj  of  three  times  its  Talne,  before  they 
can  use  it  at  home  1  The  Golf  of  Mexico  is 
saturated  with  the  purest  salt.  Two  thousand 
islands  abound  with  it.  The  Bahamas  alone, 
about  five  hundred  in  number,  of  which  Turk's 
Island  is  the  chief,  lying  in  the  very  channel  to 
New  Orleans,  could  glut  the  valley  of  the  Uissis- 
uppi  at  a  picaillon  a  busbel.  These  islanders 
want  our  provisions;  we  want  their  salt;  but  the 
Federal  Government  gets  between  the  parties, 
and,  by  a  total  neglect  of  the  power  to  regulate 
foreign  commerce,  and  a  manifest  abuse  of  the 
power  to  lay  daUes,  obstmcta  and  prevents 
the  natural  and  beneficial  exchange  of  com- 
modities to  which  the  wonts  and  superfluities 
of  the  respective  parties  so  powerfully  attract, 
and  so  urgently  invite  them.  The  same  with 
land.  The  Federal  Government  has  got  all 
the  Itmd.  Invested  with  the  whole  domain 
by  the  improvidence  of  the  Sonthem  States,  it 
becomes  the  dog  in  the  manger,  and  refuses  to 
let  the  farmers  liave  for  its  value  what  itself 
cannot  use.  But,  to  confine  these  refiections 
to  the  matter  in  hand :  The  Gulf  of  Mexico  is 
full  of  salt;  the  Western  farmers  want  it;  they 
are  debarred  its  use;  and  that  by  a  Govern-' 
ment  whose  taxes  they  pay,  wh<^  battles  they 
fight,  whose  hardens  they  bear,  and  whose 
favors  they  seldom  receive.  We  have  a  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture,  so  styled,  at  least,  wheth- 
er by  way  of  antithesis  was  not  for  him  (Mr. 
B.)  to  say ;  certain  it  was,  the  name,  if  not  the 
design,  of  the  committee  shonld  have  put  them 
at  the  head  of  all  the  measores  for  tne  aboli- 
tion of  the  salt  taxes,  and  reducUon  of  the  price 
of  refuse  lands.  He  felt  himself  to  be  doing 
the  business  of  that  committee,  and  h<^>ed  they 
would  soon  be  found  fellov-labomv  and  co- 
operators  together. 

Farmers,  and  all  the  departments  of  agricul- 
ture, are  the  chief  sufferers  by  the  salt  duty ; 
bat  they  are  not  the  sole  snfferers.  Manafac- 
torers  suffer  also  j  and  it  was  compated  by  Sir 
Thomas  Bernard,  one  of  the  witnesses  examined 
by  the  Committee  of  ttie  British  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  the  mannfaoturera  of  England  were 
annually  injured  to  the  amount  of  the  tax  derived 
from  salt.  Yarious  manufacturers  require  this 
article,  either  in  its  proper  shape,  or  as  a  chem- 
ical preparation.  The  hard  soap  alone  made  in 
England  was  computed  to  require  two  thou- 
sand tons  of  mineral  alkali  per  annum;  and 
this  alkali  is  obtained  by  a  chemical  process, 
either  from  salt  in  its  proper  state,  or  from  the 
salt  contained  in  barilhi  and  kelp.  To  procure 
two  thousand  tons  of  alkali  must  require  a  much 
greater  number  of  tons  of  salt.  The  barilla 
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only  yields  seventeen  per  cent,  of  alkali,  and 
kelp  six  per  cent.  The  decomposition  of  the 
salt  itself  is  the  cheapest  mode  of  procuring  the 
alkali ;  and  this  salt  is  taxed  two  or  three  times 
its  value  in  the  United  States,  so  that  t^e  Fede- 
ral Government  has  actually  established  a  tax 
upon  cleanliness  1  for,  without  soap,  people 
cannot  be  clean ;  and,  without  salt  they  cannot 
have  soap.  The  Ootamittee  on  Mannfaotures 
ought  to  pursue  this  wab^ect.  Their  learned 
^bora,  their  edeatific  resewohea,  th^  pracHcd 
knowledge,  their  access  to  the  fountain  brads 
of  information,  their  zeal  in  the  cause,  would 
enable  them  to  give  in  a  list  of  some  fifty  man- 
ufactures in  which  salt,  or  its  chemical  prepara- 
tions of  alkali,  muriatic  acid,  oxy-murit^io  acid, 
sal  ammoniac,  &o.,  &c.,  &c.,  is  indispensably 
necessary.  To  that  committee  is  reigned  this 
branch  of  the  subject ;  and  the  confident  belief 
may  be  entertained  that,  at  the  proper  time, 
this  zealous  committee — this  committee  no  less 
capable  than  zealous — will  come  forward  with 
a  mathematical  demonstration  to  prove  that  the 
salt  tax  is  an  ii^ury  to  manufootures  to  the 
full  extent  of  its  own  amount,  say  a  miHion  of 
dollars  per  annum;  and  that  the  prosperity 
of  manufactures  loudly  demands  its  totu  and 
instant  repeal. 

Every  interest  cries  aloud ;  the  joint  interests 
of  agriculture  and  manufactures  clamor  to- 
gether for  the  repeal  of  this  tax.   It  is  a  tax 
upon  the  entire  economy  of  nature  and  art, 
upon  man  and  npon  beast,  upon  life  and  upon 
health,  upon  comfort  and  luxury,  upon  want 
and  superfluity,  upon  food  and  raiment,  npon 
washing  and  deanlineBSl    A  tax  which  no 
economy  can  avoid,  no  poverty  can  shun,  no 
privation  escape,  no  cunning  elude,  no  force 
resist,  no  dexterity  avert,  no  prayers  can  depre- 
cate, no  curses  repulse  1   It  is  a  tax  which  in- 
vades the  entire  domini<ni  of  human  operations, 
fdliog  with  its  greatest  weight  npon  the  weak- 
est and  most  nelplcBs.   It  is  uie  tax  which 
tyranny  invented,  in  the  worst  ages  of  the 
world,  to  force  from  the  cultivator  of  the  soil, 
to  wring  from  the  clenched  fist  of  penury,  to 
extract  from  the  mouth  of  hunger,  the  last 
unwilling  contribution  of  vassals  to  lords.  The 
.  tories  introduced  it  into  England  above  a  hun- 
dred years  a^.    Our  necessities  compelled  ns 
to  resort  to  it,  in  a  small  de^p^e,  at  the  com- 
mon cement  of  our  GoTemment   The  Federal 
Admiidstration  of  1798  ran  it  up  to  its  highest 
amount.   Jefferson  overthrew  it  The  war 
1816  compelled  us  to  resort  to  it  again.  .  Kow, 
we  have  no  war,  no  Federal  Administration,  no 
necessity,  and  the  disciples  of  Jefferson  are  in 
power.   The  English  whigs  have  overturned 
this  tory  tax  in  England ;  cannot  whig  republi- 
cans overturn  it  here  ? 

.Mr.  B.  repeated,  with  energy  and  emphasis, 
and  wished  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Benato, 
and  of  all  America,  fully  on  the  circumstance, 
that  the  British  Parliament  had  totally  repealed 
the  salt  duties  of  Great  Britain.  The  informa- 
tion  collected  by  the  CcHnmittee  of  the  House  of 
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Commons,  in  1818,  effected  the  immediate  over- 
throw of  these  cwties.  The  King's  ministers 
withdrew  their  opposition,  impos«bIe  as  it  was 
for  the  treasury  to  do  withoat  the  product  of 
the  daties,  and  difficult  as  it  was  to  find  a  new 
article  of  taxation  on  which  the  amount  might 
be  levied ;  but  they  withdrew  their  opposition, 
and  the  bill  for  the  repeal  went  through  both 
Houses  without  farther  debate,  and  received 
the  approbation  of  the  King  the  next  day. 
This  is  what  was  done  upon  the  prayers  of  the 
people,  in  a  ooontry  where  the  people  are  very 
miperfectly  represented  in  one  branch  tjf  the 
LM^fdatore,  not  represented  at  all  in  the  other, 
and  where  the  chief  magistrate  who  approves 
the  act  is  an  hereditary  rater;  where  the  ueoes- 
Aty  for  the  tax  was  nrgent ;  where  the  domestic 
supply  ofartificialsalt  was  abundant;  where  the 
manufacturers  of  this  salt  clamored  for  protec- 
tion ;  but  where  the  voice  of  the  people  was  heard, 
and  every  minor  interest  made  to  yield  to  that 
sacred  voice.  He  quoted  this  example,  and  dwelt 
upon  it :  for  he  held  it  to  be  impossible  that  the 
republican  Oongress  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out a  ain^  resteainiDg  motive  wluoh  operated  in 
Great  Britun,  oonld  rafase  to  do  for  the  people  of 
fibe  United  States,  what  E3ng,  liOrdB,  amd  Oom- 
mons  had  done  for  the  sal^eots  of  the  British 
Crown. 

Hr.  B.  then  ezpluned  the  provisions  of  hia 
biU.  He  said  it  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  to 
make  the  reduction  to  ten  cents  (now  provided 
for  by  law)  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  April 
ensuing,  Instead  of  the  last  day  of  December 
next.  The  last  day  of  December  happened  to 
be  the  most  unfavorable  season  that  could  be 
fonnd  in  the  whole  year.  It  was  "  the  day 
^ter  the  feast."  Hog-killing  time,  which 
created  the  meai  demand  for  salt,  was  jost 
over,  so  that  the  dnty  was  kept  npto  the  very 
moment  that  it  pressM  hardest.  The  true  sea- 
son for  the  reduction  to  take  effect  was  the 
spring,  the  month  of  ApriL  when  the  rivers  of 
the  west  were  all  flooded,  and  the  retamiog 
steamboats,  and  the  citizens  who  had  gone 
down  to  New  Orlews  on  trading  voyages,  could 
bring  up  snpj>Ues  for  the  enaaitig  faU.  The 
second  reduction  in  the  bill  was  to  take  effect 
in  April,  1883,  and  the  duty  to  cease  entirely 
in,  April,  1838 — requiring  about  two  years  to 
txmiplete  the  entire  abolition  of  the  tax.  This 
was  a  slow  process  compared  to  what  took  place 
in  Kr.  Jefferson's  time.  The  whole  tax  was 
then  abolished  at  two  reductions,  and  both 
mode  in  one  single  year ;  and,  while  that  fi^eat 
fkiend  of  the  people  remained  at  the  heM.  of 
affairs,  no  more  salt  tax  was  heard  of  in 
America.  Kr.  B.  hoped  tiiat  this  would  soon 
bo  the  case  again;  that  two  or  three  years 
more  would  exhibit  this  favored  land  emanci- 
pated from  the  salt  tax,  and  enable  every  farmer 
to  give  food  to  his  family,  salt  to  his  stock-,  and 
Bend  his  provisions  to  market,  without  paying  a 
daily  ^d  hourly  tux  to  the  Federal  Government. 

Ur.  B.  would  nutke  no  apology  for  detidning 
die  Senate  on  this  subject.  He  knew  it  was 
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folt  by  many  as  an  intrusion.  Other  operaticms 
had  gotten  into  fashion,  and  suflSwed  impatient 
interruption,  while  an  hoar's  attention  was 
claimed  fur  the  people.  Still  be  would  make 
no  apology.  He  stood  upon  bis  rights,  which 
gave  Mm  authority  to  discuss  the  affairs  of  the 
people.  He  took  post  upon  the  words  of  the 
constitution,  which  created  the  Offigress  for 
the  express  purposes  of  lenslation.  He  knew 
himself  to  be  backed  by  those  whose  hackiDg 
was  worth  having ;  he  felt  lumself  to  be  cheered 
by  thoee  plaudits  which  were  nubought  and 
unpnrchasable.  He  ahould  proceed  as  lon^;  as 
be  felt  that  backing  and  heard  that  cheenng. 
He  wotdd  proceed,  witii.the  blessing  of  God 
and  the  approbation  of  the  people,  until  two 
great  objects  should'  be  acc<Hnph8hed — till  the 
salt  tax  was  abolished,  and  the  price  of  refuse 
land  reduced  1 

Mr.  Smith,  of  ^d.,  made  a  few  remarks  on 
the  subject.  He  swd  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
repealing  the  duty  on  salt,  and  had  already  in- 
troduced a  bill  repealing  the  duties  on  that 
article,  among  many  others ;  but  that  he  should 
be  compiled  to  vote  against  the  bill  unless 
amended,  inasmuch  as  it  c<mtemplated  a  repeal 
of  tiie  duty  on  alum  aalt  al(Bi&  which  was  pro- 
duced nowhere  but  at  Turk's  Mand,  while  salt 
imported  from  all  other  places,  England  in 
particular,  would  be  excluded  from  its  benefits. 

Mr.  Benton  rose  to  reply,  when  he  was 
interrupted  by  the  PitEsiDBitT,  who  gave  it  aa 
bis  opinion  that  the  bill  could  not,  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  Senate,  be  introduced  while 
there  was  a  bill,  the  one  noticed  by  the  genticr 
man  Irom  Maryland,  contemplating  the  same 
measure,  lying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Benton  replied,  that  the  bill'he  songht 
to  introduce  was  for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on 
a  particular  land  of  salt,  alum ;  while  that  of 
the  gentieman  from  Maryland,  was  to  reped 
the  duty  on  salt  in  general.  He,  therefore, 
tiiou^t  the  measures  were  essentially  different. 

The  FnBsmsNT  decided  that  the  object  of 
both  bills  as  to  the  article  of  salt,  was  precisely 
the  same;  and  that  the  leave  asked  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Bbnton  said  he  felt  so  confident  of  the 
correctness  of  the  opinion  he  had  formed,  and 
so  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
measure,  that  he  must  appeal  to  the  Smate 
from  the  decision  of  the  Ohair. 

Mr.  HoLMxs  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

Ur.  Hatne  observed  tiiat  the  qneation  of 
order  which  had  just  arisen  was  a  new  and 
Important  one.  As  he,  and  he  believed  other 
Senators,  wished  an  opportunity  to  examine 
into  the  roles  of  the  Senate  before  voting 
on  the  question,  he  hoped  the  subiect  would, 
by  general  consent,  he  md  on  the  twle ;  which 
was  done. 
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Oongreas,  a  report  was  reo^ved  from  the  Post- 
master Qeneru,  and,  in  coQseqnence  of  the  ab- 
sence, at  the  time  of  its  receipt,  of  the  gentle- 
man who  made  t^e  call,  it  was  laid  on  Uie  ts- 
ble.  He  now  mored  tiiat  the  report  be  printed 
for  the  ose  of  the  Senate.  The  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Post  Office  Leptvrtment  IwmtigaUm. 

The  resolntion  declaring  that  the  Select  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  the  present  condi- 
ti(m  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  were  not 
authorized  to  call  before  them  persons  removed 
from  office,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
causes  of  tiieir  remoTal,  was  again  taken  up. 

Mr.  Hbkdbioks  (another  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry)  next  rose.  He  said  he  would 
detun  the  Senate  with  a  very  few  remarks ; 
and,  but  for  a  notice  hj  the  ch^rman,  of  cer- 
tain proceedings  of  the  oommittee,  when  he 
was  not  present,  he  did  not  know  that  he 
should  have  mingled  at  all,  at  tliis  time,  in  the 
debate.  Absence  &om  the  committee,  at  any 
time,  might,  unexplained,  be  considered  a  dere- 
liction of  duty,  with  which  he  did  not  feel  him- 
sdif  in  tiie  least  d^ree  chargeable.  It  was 
well  known  to  the  wairmao,  as  well  as  to  the 
other  members  of  tiie  committee,  that,  previous 
to  any  knowledge  of  the  meeting  alluded  to, 
he  hod  been  notined  to  meet  the  Oommittee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  a  standing  committee  of  the 
Senate,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  This  fact 
he  had  communicated  to  the  chairman  of  the 
.  Select  Committee,  before  the  meeting  had  been 
called.  This  much  he  had  thought  proper  to 
say,  in  explanation  of  the  reasons  of  ms  ab- 
sence from  the  conmiittee  that  morning. 

It  was  not  his  purpose,  s^d  Ur.  H.j  to  go  into 
an  examination  then  of  the  condition  of  the 
General  Post  Office,  ibr  that  was  a  duty  con- 
fided to  the  committecL  which  bad  not  yet  been 
performed :  that,  on  the  fragments  of  testimo- 
ny as  yet  befbre  tiie  committee,  he,  for  one, 
would  not  form  any  definite  <miol(ni,  and  he 
would  not  prejudge  the  oase.  The  oommittee 
had  closed  the  testimony  on  no  one  single 
point.  The  testimony  of  Abraham  Bradley, 
the  first  witness,  had  not  been  closed.  Mr.  H. 
here  spoke  of  the  late  Postmaster  General,  and 
said,  that  of  him  he  had  a  most  exalted  opin- 
ion. He  believed  him  to  be  an  honest  man ; 
an  upright  and  efficient  of&cer.  He  remarked 
that  as  to  the  prcBcnt  Postmaster  General,  he 
would  not,  at  this  time,  pass  either  censure  or 
eidogy;  that  in  doing  ^ther  he  ahoold  fe<d 
himi^  prejudging  the  case  befOTetheeTideooe 
had  been  heard.  The  oommittee  had  a  large 
field  before  them ;  had  taken  as  yet  but  little 
testimonj^  compared  with  that  thought  neces- 
sary ;  and.  that  so  far  there  was  no  testimony 
before  the  oommittee  to  criminate  the  Postmas- 
ter General.  This  remark  he  thought  proper 
to  make ;  for,  from  the  journal  of  the  commit- 
tee, frequently  referred  to,  he  had  been  seen 
Toting  very  broad,  and  almost  unlimited  inqui- 
liee,  answera  to  which  mi^t  seriously  in^- 
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cato  the  Postmaster  General ;  inquiries  of  which 
the  Senators  from  Tennessee  and  New  Hamp- 
shire had  complained  to  the  Senato.  He 
had,  at  the  instaiice  of  the  chairman,  voted  in- 
terrogatories, based  on  the  allegatjons  of  per- 
sons unknown  and  unnamed  to  the  committee ; 
he  had  sanctioned  questions  which  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  very  necessary,  because  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  thought  them  so,  and  it 
was  proper  for  him  to  say  that  this  course  was 
not  based  on  any  testimonjr  ^ven  to  the  com- 
mittee, of  existing  maladministration  in  the  de- 
partment, but  was  taken  in  order  to  give  free 
and  expuided  acope  to  the  entminatioo,  that 
misdemeanor,  if  it  existed,  might  be  ferreted 
out,  or,  that  rumor  with  her  hundred  tongues 
might  be  hushed  into  silence.  Justice  required 
this  to  prevent  erroneous  impressions  from  the 
course  he  was  pursuing ;  and  while  he  tlius 
acted,  and  should  now  vote,  against  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  and  wish 
the  inquiry  to  progress,  he  should  feel  himself 
hound,  now,  and  at  all  times,  to  do  justice. 

He  was  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  commidee  thus  far  exhibited 
before  the  Senate :  ibr  it  had  tieen  agreed,  that 
until  they  should  be  ^ven  in  the  lana.  of  a  re- 
port, they  should  remain  exclusively  with  the 
committee.  But  of  this  he  would  not  com- 
plain, for  every  thing  done  by  him  in  commit- 
tee had  been  done  from  the  bouse  top,  and  noth- 
ing for  conoealmeat.  The  chairman,  however, 
had  thought  proper  to  sn^^t,  and  somewhat 
in  the  tone  of  complaint,  that  a  modific-ation  of 
one  question,  calling  on  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral for  the  causes  of  removal,  had  been  made. 
He  says  that,  in  the  interrogatoiy  referred  to, 
the  causes  of  removal,  in  each  individual  case, 
are  not  required,  and  that  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral isrequestedfto  dasai^  the  canaea  for  brev- 
i^'s  sake.  Hr.  H,  said  he  had  voted  for  tlus 
modifieation,  i^jjddns  to  make  a  retort  a£  the 
present  aession,  and  believing  that  without  the 
modification  it  woold  be  imposnble  for  the  De- 

Sartment  to  answer  the.oafi  before  the  4th  of 
[arch.  How  correct  he  was  in  that  opinion, 
the  communication  from  the  department  to  I3ie 
committee  would  show. 

In  conclusion,  Hr.  H.  said,  that  the  whole 
matter  had  confirmed  him  in  a  belief  of  the 
correctoesB  of  his  vote,  originally  given,  for  re- 
ferring tills  examination  to  the  standing  oom- 
mittee. That  was  the  oommittee  which  ought 
to  have  been  charged  with  this  duty.  With 
the  affiairB  of  that  department,  the  standing 
committee  must  necessarily  be  more  familiar 
than  the  Select  Ofunmittee  eoald  posfdbly  be. 
It  was  thdr  ordinary  bu^esA  and  duty  to  ex- 
amine into  and  understand  the  condition  of  the 
General  Post  Office.  To  a  Select  Oommittee  the 
whole  business  was  entirely  new. 

From  what  had  been  sud  it  would  readily  be 
seen  that  the  committee  were  employed  in  a 
most  laborious  examination ;  and  should  the 
Senato  pass  the  resolution  of  tihe  Senator  from 
Tenneaaee,  the  oommittee  would  be  reliered 
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from  ranch  of  ita  burden.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, TOte  for  the  resolution.  He  entered  upon 
the  unties  reqmred  of  the  committee  with  great 
reluctance,  but,  having  proceeded  thus  far,  he 
was  inclined  to  go  through.  Let  us  not,  said 
Kr.  H.,  waste  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  debat- 
ing the  matter  now*  The  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware was  the  first  who  moved  in  this  business. 
He  had  repeatedly  sud  that  there  was  good 
reason  for  belienug 'm  the  maladministration  of 
the  department,  and  sfud,  let  ns  have  light  He 
would  not  nndertake,  at  this  Ume,  to  bb^  any 
thing  about  the  malaoministralaon  of  the 
partment,  but  with  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
be  would  vote  against  the  resolutiun  before  the 
Senate,  and  proceed  in  the  business  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  woold  not  consent  to  stop  at  the 
present  point,  and  publish  this  discussion  to  the 
world,  to  become  a  political  text-book,  instead 
of  authentic  facts  and  testimony.  Something 
had  been  sud  in  committee  about  large  extra 
allowonoes  to  contractors  in  this  neighborhood. 
This  allegation  he  wished  to  inqnire  into.  Sag- 
gestioQS,  too,  had  been  made  of  similar  impro- 
prieties in  the  State  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
■ent  This  nutter  be  wished  to  know  all  about 
He  was  aozioas  to  know  if  there  were  any  se- 
rioos  evil  in  the  department ;  any  thing  seri- 
onsly  to  militate  fgainst  the  passage  of  the 
post  route  bill,  nouMf  and  last  session  too,  he- 
fore  Congress.  The  department  should,  if  pos- 
uble,  sostiUn  its  own  weight  He  was  far, 
however,  from  believing  that  it  ought  to  be 
looked  to  as  a  source  of  revenue.  Intelligence, 
and  the  convenience  of  the  people,  were  its 
chief  objects.  He  was  anxious  tnat  the  post 
roate  bill  should  pass,  and  for  one,  if  that  meas- 
ure were  necessary,  he  would  vote  an  appropria- 
tion to  meet  the  expense.  It  was  his  wish  that 
the  new  settlements  of  his  own  State  should  be 
iuppHed  with  the  mail,  and  in  that  point  of 
view  felt  an  interest  in  the  whole  matter  which 
others  might  not  feel. 

Mr.  CuTTON  agmn  took  the  floor.  It  is, 
said  he,  with  unfeigned  reluctance  that  I  rise  for 
the  porpose  of  again  engaging  iu  a  discussion 
of  a  resolution  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  lAboring  as  I  do  at  this  time  under 
eoodderable  indisposition,  it  would  be  mnch 
more  agreeable  to  my  feelings,  if  consistent 
with  my  sense  of  duty,  to  suffer  those  who 
originated  this  debate  to  "  form  their  political 
text-book  for  the  year,"  as  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  has  phrased  i^  without  any  attempt  on 
my  part  to  mar  its  beauties  or  correct  its  er- 
rors ;  but  the  remarks  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  address  to  the  Senate  on  this  suUect  have 
been  so  grossly  perverted,  uid  the  real  state  of 
the  fimds  of  the  Fost  Office  Department,  as 
they  appear  from  the  documents  before  us,  has 
been  so  incorrectly  represented  by  the  mem- 
bers from  Now  Hampshire  and  Tennessee, 
(Uessrd.  Woodbuby  and  Gtbuitdy,)  that  I  am 
t^oin  compelled  to  trespass  upon  the  indul- 
gence of  tills  honorable  body. 

His  (Ur,  GtBrnmY's)  reasoning  to  screen  the 
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Postmaster  General  from  this  investigation 
proves  too  much.  It  would  prevent  us  from 
examining  the  conduct  of  all  those  subordinate 
officers  of  this  Government,  who  are  as  liable  to 
impeachment  as  thePresident  or  chiefs  of  depart- 
ments. The  gentleman  from  Maine  has  Justly 
remarked  thq,t  the  Senate  is,  for  some  purposes,  a 
judicial,  for  others  an  executive,  and  for  others  a 
legislative  body.  It  exercises  all  the  powers  inci- 
dent to  each  of  these  capacities,  ind^ndently  of 
others.  Was  it  ever  heard  that  the  Senate  for- 
bore to  council  and  advise  the  President  in  their 
execative  character,  because  they  might  thereby 
prejudge  matters* which,  by  possibility,  might 
afterwards  be  submitted  to  them  as  legislators! 
Should  we  refose  to  hear  a  word  to  convince  ns 
of  the  necessity  of  passing  an  act  to  prevent, 
by  increasing  the  penalties  for  extortion  in  our 
public  officers,  because  we  might  be  called  upon 
to  try  them  as  judges  ?  Did  we  refuse  to  de- 
cide m  our  judicial  capacity  a  question  of  con- 
tempt, because  such  a  bill  as  has  since  been  in- 
troauced,  to  regulate  the  law  of  contempt, 
mi^ht  be  brought  before  us  {  The  argnment, 
if  it  deserves  the  name  of  one,  would  subvert 
the  power,  and  obstruct  the  whole  action  of 
the  Senate.  In  all  snoh  coses  the  objection  of 
prejudging  is  met  and  crushed  by  the  antagoniz- 
ing consideration,  that  our  duty  to  the  peopl^ 
and  our  oaths  to  support  the  magna  oharta  of 
their  liberties,  require  of  na  to  dose  every  av- 
enue against  the  possiUe  abuse  of  power;  and 
to  expose  and  restrain  every  encroachment  upon 
their  rights.  Sir,  there  are,  perhaps,  a  hundred 
cases  appearing  on  our  records,  in  which  in- 
quiries have  been  made  hero  into  abuses  of  the 
Government,  for  the  purposes  of  legislation ; 
and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  this  is  the 
first  time,  in  the  history  of  this  body,  when 
such  an  objection  has  been  advanced  to  screen  a 
public  officer  from  a  fur  and  fall  invest^&tion 
of  tlie  prin<uples  which  have  regulated  his  offi- 
cial oonduot  It  Is  no  less  strikmg  than  novel, 
too^  that  ika  friends  of  the  Postmaster  General 
should  betray  such  great  sensitiveness,  lest  the 
examination  of  the  committee  should  lead  to 
his  impeachment.  When  that  committee  was 
appointed  in  the  early  part  of  this  session,  it 
was  vauntingly  urged  by  his  friends  here,  that 
they  defied  the  investigation,  and  courted  the 
inquiry.-  Their  c^  was,  "  none  but  the  galled 
jade  winces."  "  Examine  every  thing  and  you 
will  find  all  right"  The  original  resolution  di- 
recting the  inquiry  into  the  entire  management 
of  the  department,  was  adopted  with  an  wr  of 
triumph,  though  the  anxiety  to  avoid  the  scru- 
tiny of  a  Select  Committee  did  not  very  well 
comport,  as  I  bought  then,  sir,  with  the  lofty 
and  sounding  phrases  which  accompanied  it. 
When  the  trial  begins,  we  see  that  a  new  light 
is  suddenly  shed  on  the  quesUon  then  decided. 
A  port  of  the  power  which  was  delegated  to 
the  committee,  must  be  now  revoked.  The 
light  begins  to  shine  too  brightly,  and  the  cry 
is,  we  are  afrud  you  will  disdose  impeachable 
matter.  In  other  words,  the  fear  ia^  tiiat  the 
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Postmaster  General  has  so  gros&Ij  violated  the 
law  and  the  constitation^  that  if  we  suffer  your 
committee  to  examine  h»  principles  of  official 
action,  with  a  view  to  restrain  hiin,  we  may  he 
compiled  to  try  him  on  an  impeachment  I  I 
will  not  deny  this,  sir,  hecanse  it  has,  doubtless, 
been  permitted  to  tiiese  gentlemen  to  learn 
mnoh  more  of  the  secrets  of  his  department 
than  myself;  and,  as  I  do  not  love  to  contradict 
gentlemen  when  I  can  avoid  it,  I  agree  that  the 
apprehensions  they  express  may  be  well  gromid- 
ed.  If  the  proof  be  not  arrested  a  scene  of  bar- 
ter and  smuggling  for  office  roay  bo  disclosed, 
the  like  of  which  never  before  disgraced  this  or 
any  other  coantry.  It  may  be  that  the  people 
will  stuid  aghast  at  it,  and  every  honest  man 
of  the  political  party  whioh  has  elevated  the 
chief  of  this  department  to  his  ^ffesent  station, 
shall  view  this  scene  of  political  eorruption 
with  horror  t  Does  the  department  cower  un- 
der these  charges,  sir  ?  Does  it,  in  the  face  of 
an  honest  but  deluded  people,  still  shun  the 
light  under  the  hypocritical  pretence  that  we 
cannot  inquire  into  impeachable  matter  ?  Yes, 
sir,  it  dare  do  this ;  and  it  has  fonnd  a  supporter 
here,  who,  while  he  expresses  his  fears  that  we 
are  ferreting  out  crimes  of  which  we  may  af- 
terwards become  judges,  denounces  us  as  petty 
constables  for  our  trouble.  Yet,  be  it  remem- 
bered that  this  oomes  from  the  churman  of  the 
Gommittee  on  Exeontive.  Patronage ;  and,  as 
the  Senator  from  Ifatne,  who  was  a  membw  of 
it,  has  alleged,  without  oontradlction,  in  the 
debate  here,  from  the  very  author  of  the  re^ 
port  of  that  committee,  which,  in  1836,  ex- 
amined every  department  of  the  Government 
for  abuses,  and  reported  six  bills  to  check  the 
onrrent  of  Executive  power,  witii  a  voluminous 
exposition  of  facts  and  alleged  crimes,  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  legislative  interference.  Look 
at  the  report  I  One  of  the  bills  cont^ns  a  clanse 
to  compel  the  President  to  assign  the  causes  for 
every  removal  from  any  office  referred  to  in 
that  bill.  It  was  not  only  deemed  proper,  then, 
to  disclose  impeachable  matter,  but  necessary 
to  compel  that  disclosure  for  executive  as  well 
as  legislative  purposes.  Now,  the  very  coarse 
reo^mmmded  at  that  time  is  right  for  no  pur- 
pose. Another  of  these  bills  provided  that  no 
posbnaster,  where  the  profits  of  his  office 
amount  to  a  certain  sum,  shall  be  appointed  to, 
or  removed  from,  office  by  the  President  and 
Senate.  The  argument  in  favor  of  this  bill 
then  pressed  upon  the  people,  was,  that  the  in- 
fluence and  patronage  of  the  department  were 
so  vast,  that  it  had  become  one  of  the  "  arbi- 
ters of  human  fate"  in  this  country,  and  could 
no  longer  be  safely  trusted  to  a  single  individ- 
ual. The  committee,  instead  of  telling  us  they 
were  afnud  to  ferret  oat  crimes,  say  they 
"  hold  themselves  to  be  aeting  in  the  spirit  of 
the  oonstitution,  in  laborii^  to  multiply  the 
guards,  and  close  the  avenues  to  tiie  possible 
abase  of  power and  the  impeachable  matter 
which  is  now  so  objectionable  a  feature  In  tUs 
inqoi^,  was  then  so  glorions  a  ^scovery,  that 


six  thousand  copies  of  the  report  wwe  printed 
by  the  Senate,  and  scattered  thronghoot  the 
country.  Ve  see  here  who  were  the  "petty  con- 
stables "  of  that  day ;  and  if  a  change  of  times 
has  not  produced  a  change  of  principle  too,  we 
shall  now  proceed  fearlessly  in  ferreting  out 
abases  of  every  description  which  we  can  re- 
form or  inhibit.  If,  for  doing  so,  we  receive 
the  appellation  of  petty  constables,  let  as  rely 
for  our  reward  on  the  approbation  of  our 
consciences,  and  our  country,  taking  care  to 
merit  no  more  humble  title  than  that  of  honest 
constables,  who  never  charge  double  compen- 
sation  for  their  trouble. 

But  it  is  alleged  that  this  qaestion  was  decid- 
ed by  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  when  thcry 
refused  toinqvire  into  the  causes  which  indncra 
the  Prerident  to  sweep  the  list  of  dvll  officers, 
and  the  aid  of  precedent  is  invoked  to  effect  a 
suppression  of  this  investigation.  Sir,  I  am 
not  aware  that  this  Senate  has,  in  the  gloomiest 
period  of  subserviency  to  Executive  will,  de- 
cided the  abstract  principle,  that  even  the  Pres- 
ident is  above  the  law,  or  that  his  principles  of 
action,  while  administering  the  constitution, 
are  not  liable  to  investigation.  I  know  Well 
that,  in  the  executive  sessions  during  the  last 
year,  inquiries,  in  particular  cases  of  removal, 
were  repeatedly  refused,  4uPq  thinking  the  in- 
quiries inexpedient  in  thoft  particular  instan- 
ces. The  power  of  the  representatives  of  the 
States  was  held  in  alight  estimation  }3j  the  ad- 
vocates of  Exeoativelnflnenoe  at  that  day,  it 
is  moat  true ;  bnt  even  then  no  man  pretended 
that  an  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  covered  with  the  same  ngis 
which  protected  their  chief.  The  argument 
then  was,  sir,  that  the  President  was  answera^ 
ble  only  to  the  people  who  elected  him  at  the 
polls,  and  not  to  tneir  representatives — a  dis- 
tinction to  whioh  I  never  bowed  with  any  re- 
spect, and  which  I  still  think  is  entitied  to 
none.  But  the  chiefs  of  departments  are  nei- 
ther elected  by  the  people  nor  the  States,  nor 
answerable  to  either  in  any  other  way  than 
through  their  representatives  here,  to  whom 
tiieir  whole  powers  are  oonferred  The  Post- 
master General,  like  the  rest  of  these  diie&,  is 
an  officer  onknown  to  the  constitation,  and  the 
creature  of  the  law  only.  Congress  enacted  tho 
law  which  constitntes  his  whole  authority  for 
action.  It  made  him.  It  can  repeal  that  law 
and  unmake  him.  Upon  the  very  principlea 
conceded  by  those  who  sheltered  your  Presi- 
dent from  scrutiny,  the  chief  of  this  department 
ia  amenable,  like  every  other  creature  of  the 
law,  to  his  creators.  And  if  not,  then  is  every 
other  executive  officer  of  this  Government  at 
all  times,  and  under  all  ciroumatanoes,  above 
the  very  law  which  established  his  office.  You 
cannot,  on  this  principle,  investigi^  the  con- 
duct of  the  most  petty  officer  In  the  custcnna, 
without  invading  the  royal  prerc^^ive;  and 
the  principle  that  the  '*  Sing  can  do  no  wrong," 
which  even  England  knows  only  in  theory,  ia 
here  transferred  to  every  snbcmUnate  of  the 
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Government,  until  eveiy  *'  pdtiDg  pettj  officer  " 
beecHues  a  tyrant,  amenable  to  no  human  tri- 
bnnal  but  the  will  of  liU  poUtioal  chiet 

But,  sir,  I  have  nsed,  it  seems,  an  unfortu- 
nate expression.  "  Proscription  "  is  itself  pro- 
scribed. The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  with 
his  nine  causes  of  removal,  complains  of  the 
use  of  the  word  most  grievously.  His  delicate 
oi^^s,  and.  the  still  more  tender  senfilbilities  of 
the  Postmaster  Greneral,  are  not  to  be  assailed 
by  60  unseemly  a  phrase,  and  he  makes  a  hit  at 
the  Senator  from  Maine  for  daring  to  say  "  pro- 
Bcriptiun."  Sir,  we  shall  hardly  be  driven  from 
the  appropriate  ose  of  the  offensive  phrase,  even 
though  the  chief  of  this  department  should  he 
subject  to  fainting  fits  at  the  sound.  It  is  a  word 
of  mch  "  exceeding  good  command,"  that  he  and 
his  advocates  must  pardon  me  If  I  try  how  I 
can  speak  it  in  pure  emulation  of  my  trieai 
from  Mame,  to  whom  the  member  from  Ten- 
nessee, having  most  exqnisite  organs  to  judge 
between  ns,  but  not  yet  having  given  me  a  fair 
hearing,  has  awarded  the  palm  for  pronouncing 
it  [>etter  than  any  other  nuiu  in  this  nation.  I 
say,  then,  in  the  name  of  an  insulted  and  abused 
people,  to  this  chief  of  a  department,  who  has 
arivea  hundreds  of  better  men  than  himself 
from  the  public  service,  that,  although  his  ad- 
vocate here  has  forbid  our  tongues  to  speak  of 
•*  proscriptiMj"  yet  I  would  that  eTery  victim 
of  hia  unmerited  displeasure  might  find  him 
when  he  lies  asleep,  and  halloo  in  his  ear  "  pro- 
ecription." 

"  Kay,  I  would  have  a  ttorling  taught  to  speak 
XotlUng  but '  proBcriptiou,'  and  give  it  him 
To  keep  his  anger  stUl  is  motion." 

He  should  be  met  at  his  incomings  and  bis  out- 
goings, and  every  honest  man  should  ring  it  in 
bis  ears  until  the  effects  of  his  proscription  are 
properly  ^preciated  by  him.  And  now  may  I 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whose 
nerves  are  so  sensitive  on  this  tul^eot,  how,  in 
his  judgment,  I  pronoonoe  the  word  proscrip- 
tion? 

[Mr,  GauiiDT — exceedingly  well.] 
Then  the  honorable  member  will,  I  hope^ 
hereafter  hesitate  to  decide  before  he  has  heard 
all  the  evidence.  May  the  good  word  never  be 
laughed  out  of  countenance  by  any  political 
vrit  snapper  who  may  tie  displeased  by  its  use. 
For  the  present,  I  fear  much  that  the  effect  of 
tiie  vindictive  spirit  which  has  actuated  this 
department  may  not  be  properly  appreciated, 
for  it  has  been  alleged  here,  that  this  proscrip- 
tion meets  the  fhll  apinrolutioa  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  his  name  has  been  used  as  a  political 
deeaktatur.  to  hush  ^e  inquiry  into  repose. 
This  sounds  the  toosin  of  T»u*ty,  and  Invokes 
the  aid  of  that  influence  which  can  at  all  times 
snecessfuUy  suppress  truth  and  propagate  false- 
hood. We  may  despair  in  such  a  contest,  and 
be  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  if  he  who 
presides  over  ttus  republic  nas  sanctioned  .all 
this  proscription,  we  are  too  powerless  to  ob- 
tain redress.   But  it  will  be  soon  seen  vhetiier 


[Iteaan. 

there  be  not  one  man  in  this  nation  able  to 
breast  its  terrors  when  even  the  President  hurls 
his  thunders.  There  are  hawks  abroad,  sir. 
Rumor  alleges  that  the  plundering  falcon  hes 
lately  stooped  upon  a  fuU-wiuged  eagle  that 
never  yet  flinched  from  a  contest,  and,  as  might 
be  naturally  expectedj  all  awut  the  result  with 
intense  interest.  It  is  given  out  that  the  in- 
tended victim  of  proscription  now  is  one  dis- 
tinguished far  above  all  m  <^ca  for  the  vigor 
and  splendor  of  his  intellect : 

 "Ificat  inter  omnes 

Telnt  inter  igiws  luna  ndnorea." 

On©  who  has  been  a  prominent  member  of 
the  party  which  gave  power  to  our  modem 
dictator,  is  to  feel  the  widyingvengeance which 
can  burst  forth  after  the  lapse  of  twelve  years, 
for  an  act  done,  or  a  word  said,  in  a  high  o£B- 
cial  station,  and  under  the  solemn  obligation  of 
an  oath.  But  if  tiiat  energy  and  firmness 
which  have  hitherto  characterized  him  through 
life,  do  not  now  desert  him  in  this  his  hour  of 
greatest  peril,  we  may  yet  live  to  see  one  who 
has  been  marked  out  as  a  victim,  escape  an- 
scathed  even  by  that  power  which  has  thus  for 
prostrated  alike  the  biurriers  of  public  law  and 
the  sanotitj  of  private  reputation.  In  the  mean 
time  let  it  not  be  for^tten,  that  the  injuries  in- 
flicted by  that  proscription  which  levels  first  at 
the  office,  and  then  at  character  to  justify  the 
blow,  is  not  less  severely  felt  because  the  suf- 
ferer has  not  moved  in  a  ^>lendid  circle.  The 
"  beetie  that  we  tread  upon  may  feel  a  pang  as 
great  as  when  a  giant  dies ; and,  looking  to 
the  case  to  which  I  have  alluded,  may  not  the 
hundreds  who  have  felt  the  sting  of  unmerited 
reproach  fairly  invoke  the  sympathies  of  oth- 
ers who  are  now  made  the  objects  of  on  attack 
not  less  unmerited  and  unrelenting  in  ite  char- 
acter than  that  which  thrar  humUer  efforts 
may  have  been  unable  to  renst  t 

And  now,  nr,  to  return  to  the  resolution. 
It  is  declaratory  of  the  limits  of  the  commission 
under  which  the  committee  act,  by  its  very 
terms.  It  affirms  what  is  untrue,  that  we  have 
no  power,  under  our  oommissiim,  to  make  this 
inquiry.  The  original  resolution  directs,  as  we 
have  seen,  an  inquiry  into  the  "  entire  manage- 
ment of  the  Post  Office  Department."  Why 
do  not  gentiemen  say  in  torms,  that  their  aim 
and  object  is  to  repeal  a  part  of  the.  powers 
originaUy  conferred )  Why  not  boldly  avow  at 
once,  that  the  boastful  defiance  of  inquiry,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  when  the 
committee  was  appointed,  was  but  an  empty 
vaunt,  which  it  is  now  found  necessaiy  to  re- 
tract? The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  stQrs 
that  he  can  supply  us  with  all  the  information 
on  the  subject  of  the  causes  of  removals.  Ha 
enumerates  nine  of  these :  1st,  Intemperance ; 
2d,  Delinquency ;  3d,  Prying  into  letters ;  4th, 
Concealing  or  witliholding  letters;  Sth,  Ha- 
bitnal  negligence  of  duty ;  6tii,  Incompetency ; 
7th,  Refusal  to  comply  with  the  regulations  of 
the  Department;  8th,  Disdiatging  the  post- 


Pott  Offia  Departmtia  Iwetligatum. 


Digitized  by  Google 


184 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


J*oat  Qfiea  Departwura  fitvatigatim. 


[FraaoART,  1881. 


masters'  dntiefl  by  depoUea  tmder  age ;  9th, 
living  off  the  post  rontes.  And  the  bonorabk 
gentleman  sams  np  this  list  of  causen  witii  the 
sweeping  declaration,  "that  be  has  no  doabt 
there  baa  not  been  a  unvle  instance  of  removal 
bnt  for  one  or  other  of  these  causes  I  "  Sir,  are 
we  to  snppose  that  the  Postmaster  Genwu  in- 
Btrncted  mm  to  make  sach  a  declaration?  The 
honorable  member  can  know  but  little  on  the 
subject,  of  his  own  knowledge.  He  lives  in  a 
district  whose  political  sins  have  not  demanded 
such  expiation  as  this  of  removal  from  office. 
But  we  who  live  north  of  the  Potomac  know, 
si^  that  bis  enumeration  of  cauaoa  is  a  gross  in- 
nilt  to  bnndreda  of  our  worthy  citizens,  who 
have  bew  removed  without  any  oUier  trans- 
greaslon  than  that  with  which,  aocordbg  to  the 
orthodox  creed  emanating ez  cathedraaeT^  is 
denominated  political  hereay.  In  the  mean 
time,  mr,  this  declaration  of  the  ^ntleman 
shows  us  how  just  were  our  suspicions,  that 
the  files  of  this  department  have  heea  filled 
with  groundless  accusations  against  the  victims 
of  its  proscription,  which  may  sleep  there  an- 
refuted,  because  they  remain  miknown,  until, 
in  the  lapse  of  time,  when  the  men  have  been 
lud  in  their  graves,  these  receptacles  of  filth 
may  be  opened  by  the  hand  of  benevolence,  to 
tarnish  the  memory  of  those  before  whom,  whUe 
living,  the  aocnserB  dared  not  ahow  their  faces. 
His  very  statement  of  causes,  therefore,  exhibits 
the  strongest  reason  for  demanding  an  exposi- 
ticm  of  the  iaots.  But,  sir,  the  blow  is  not 
merely  levelled  at  the  hundreds  of  removed 
postmasters.  It  strikes  directly  at  their  late 
chief,  who  retted  them  all  ia  office.  The 
declaration  thos  made  boldly  to  the  world  is. 
that  be  kept  in  office  some  five  or  six  hundred 
men,  who  were  either  drunken,  or  were  prying 
into  correqwndenoe,  or  were  guilty  of  some 
other  of  the  enormities  enumerated  in  this  list. 
The  answer  to  it  all,  is,  look  at  the  state  of  the 
money  chest  now,  and  remember  what  it  was 
when  John  llcLeaa  was  compelled  to  leave  it 
or  surrender  his  independence  as  a  man,  and 
become  the  tool  of  thb  prosoriptive  and  arbi- 
trary power. 

Bnt  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  finds  another 
oanse  for  sttppressinff  the  inquiry,  in  what  he 
calls  the  vetdict  of  the  people.  The  gentleman 
ftom  MMne  'had  complained  of  the  removal  of 
some  twenty-five  postmasters  in  one  of  the 
counties  of  that  State.  The  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee says  he  has  no  right  to  complun,  be- 
cause the  people  there  have  sanctioned  the  pro- 
scription Dy  giving  their  vote  for  the  adminis- 
tration. Sl^  I  pretend  to  know  nothing  of  the 
case.  But  I  may  a^,  did  the  people  act  with 
a  view  to  all  the  subordinate  officers  irf  the 
Government,  when  they  morely  approved  <rf 
the  general  acts  of  the  PrerideatI  The  con- 
duct of  these  subordinates  was  probably  no 
part  of  the  issue  Joined  before  the  people. 
From  the  nature  of  things,  we  must  believe  it 
could  not  have  been  so.  So  far  from  passing 
sentence  on  the  removed  officers  by  their  vote. 


the  people  probably  were  engrossed  by  what 
they  deemed  more  important  oonadwatJons  af- 
feetin^  the  general  welfare  of  their  country. 

Bat,  sir,  if  they  had  acted  with  a  view  to  these 
offices  alone,  would  it  have  been  quite  fair  to 
have  urged  the  force  of  their  verdict  upon  na  9 
It  would  not  sound  well,  in  any  supposable 
case,  to  offer  bribes  or  threats  to  any  part  of 
the  jury,  and  then  plead  their  verdict  in  justifi- 
cation of  the  act ;  and  the  very  evil  complained 
of  being  the  influence  of  Executive  patronage 
on  the  elective  franchise,  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say,  without  reference  to  the  people  of  Mfune, 
or  any  other  particular  State,  that  if  you  caa 
find  a  case  wnich  has  been  decided  by  tiie  in- 
flamoe  of  that  pat  nonage,  you  might  as  weQ 
boast  that  you  had  embraced  a  juiyi  and  pidnt 
in  justification  to  the  verdict,  as  to  plume  your- 
selves upon  the  effect  which  that  patronage  has 
product  And  if  the  argument  has  any 
weight,  what  shall  be  said  of  those  verdicta 
which  the  people  have  rendered  in  other  dis- 
tricts of  conntry,  where  the  proscription  has 
been  equally  extensive,  and  where,  in  defiance 
of  your  patronage,  the  decision  has  been  agunst 
yoal 

There  is  no  department  <tf  this  Government, 
sir,  in  which  the  people  take  so  lively  an  inter- 
est as  the  post  office.  It  should  be  so  conduct- 
ed as  to  secure  their  perfect  confidence.  It 
shotild,  therefore,  have  no  party  character 
whatever.  So  anxious  was  iir.  Jefferson  to 
deprive  it  of  all  political  connectioii,  as  we 
learn  from  his  memoire,  th^  be  prohibited  the 
employment  of  any  printer  in  the  department, 
even  so  far  as  to  be  concerned  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  mul.  Suppose  that,  in  bis  day, 
or  that  of  any  former  I^esident,  it  had  been 
charged  with  operating  on  the  elective  fran- 
chise, and  the  rights  of  the  States,  through  the 
immense  infiuenoe  of  an  army  of  depei^enta, 
amounting  to  more  than  ten  thousand  men, 
with  subsidizing  the  press,  establishing  a  sys- 
tem of  espionage,  and  wasting  the  pnbhc  treas- 
ure in  disbursements  to  pobtical  favorites — I 
ask,  would  any  party,  at  any  former  period, 
have  had  the  hardihood,  after  an  inve<itigBtion 
had  been  set  on  foot  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
such  conjectures,  to  suppress  the  investigation, 
or  to  resmot  it  in  any  particular,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  a  complete  development  of  all  its 
operations  t   Yet  such  charges  are  now  loudly 

C claimed  against  it ;  such  an  investigation  baa 
n  called  for,  and  the  very  object  of  the  reso- 
lution on  your  table  is  to  close  the  door  against 
inquiry. 

Sir,  I  have  done.  In  the  fearless  discharge 
of  my  duty  here^  Z  may  hare  drawn  down  on 
my  own  head  the  vengeance  of  a  power,  more 
terrible  than  any  which  all  the  other  authori- 
ties of  this  Government  combined  can  wield ; 
bnt  I  should  have  proved  a  faitlJess  represent- 
ative, and  recreant  to  ^e  interests  of  the  in- 
trepid people  who  have  never  yet  bowed  to 
the  terrors  or  the  allurements  of  Executive  in- 
fluence, if  I  had  shrunk  from  its  performance. 
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l^UBBDAT,  Fehroaiy  10. 
JhUj/  on  Alum  Salt. 

Hi.  Besitoh  asked  and  obt^ed  leave  to 
withdraw  the  bill,  which  was  laid  on  the  table 
the  other  Haj^  tat  the  tbrogsGxm  at  the  dnty 
on  alaiD  salt 

The  Vioi  Pbibtdebt  took  the  occasion  to 
aaj  that,  after  matore  examiDation  and  delib- 
eration, he  was  satined  that  be  bad  erroneonsly 
decided  thai  the  aboTe-mentioned  bill  coold  not 
be  reeeired.  He  eonridered  that  it  was  at  the 
dtooaal  of  the  Senate,  as  other  bills  were. 

JCr.  BwsTos  then  gave  notioe  that  he  would 
t»4»MT0w  ask  leave  to  introdnoe  a  nmilar  bill 
vith  aome  modification. 

Jicmat  Jejg^rton  and  At*  DaughUr. 
Jfr.  PoiNDBXTBB  FOso  to  ask  leave  to  intro- 
dnoe  the  bin  of  which  he  jesterdaj  gave  notice. 
He  said  that,  observing  in  the  Telegraph  of  this 
moniing,  in  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  day  before,  an  error,  bj  which  it  appeared 
that  he  had  presented  a  memorial  from  Kartha 
Bandclph,  the  daoghter,  and  only  snrviving 
child  itf  liionias  Jenenon,  deoeased,  it  was  doe 
to  the  senribility  of  that  lady,  as  well  as  to 
himaeU^  to  state,  that,  in  giving  notice  of  his 
intratim  tointrodnoe  a  bill  concerning  the  only 
sorviring  child  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  he  ww 
ectnated  solely  by  his  own  yiews  of  the  high 
obligatiooB  of  dnty,  and  a  desire  to  rMcne  the 
natMHi  from  the  imputation  of  a  want  of  grati- 
tude to  a  departed  statesman,  who  b»l  so 
lai^y  eontribnted  to  the  establishment  of  this 
Government,  and  the  free  institations  under 
whieh  we  Hve.  No  memorial  was  either  re- 
c«ved  or  presented  on  this  snbjeot.  No  inti- 
matiou  whatever  has  been  made  of  a  denre  to 
bring  Uiis  qneation  under  the  ooiuideration  of 
Congress  by  the  individnal  named  in  the  bOl, 
wiiicb  he  had  asked  leave  to  introduce.  He 
bad  DO  donbt  that  the  error  noticed  was  nnin- 
teational  on  the  part  of  tiie  editor  of  the  Tele- 


[oa  will  perceive,  Hr.  Freddent,  continued 
the  eloqaent  Senator,  that  I  have  brought  be- 
fore this  honorable  body  a  proposition  calcu- 
lated to  animate  the  patriotio  feeling  of  every 
American  citiran ;  a  proposition  which  has  too 
loDg  slept  in  the  bosoms  of  those  who  admin- 
ister this  Qovemment.  The  name  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  is  identified  with  the  independence 
•od  gliwy  of  this  oonntry.  Bis  enlogy  is  writ- 
tea  in  tlw  pages  of  fidthful  hlstwy,  and  deeply 
impreaaed  on  the  hearts  of  his  conntrymen.  I 
win  not  de&ce  \hA  snUime  and  beautiful  pic- 
ture by  any  attempt  to  retouch  it  with  the  pen- 
cil of  an  unskilfol  artist ;  but  it  shall  be  my 
hamble  part  simply  to  bring  to  the  recollection 
of  this  nonorsble  body  the  high  clvms  of  this 
eminent  philosopher  and  statennan  to  the  grat- 
itade  of  the  generation  who  survive  him,  and 
learve  to  others,  better  qualified  for  the  task, 
the  ^eanng  doty  ot  illosfrating  the  merits  and 


distingnished  services  of  one  whose  equal  has 
seldom  appeared  on  the  great  theatre  of  the 
political  drama  of  the  worid.  Wa^ington, 
La&yette,  and  their  companions  in  arms,  wield- 
ed the  physical  force  of  Uie  colonies  in  our  rev- 
olutionary stru^Ie.  Jefferson,  Adams,  Frank- 
lin, and  their  compatriots  in  the  cabinet,  fought 
the  great  moral  battle  of  their  oppressed  coun- 
try at  that  memorable  epoch.  They  boldly  as- 
serted those  rights  and  principles,  which  vindi- 
cated onr  cause  thronghont  civilized  Enrope, 
and  brought  into  action  the  invincible  enerf^es 
of  the  American  pe(^Ie,  by  whose  perseverance 
and  valor  the  chiUns  of  tyranny  were  broken, 
and  the  mercenaries  ctf  the  tyrant  driven  from 
the  land  which  they  had  dared  to  invade  and 
desolate  with  conflagration,  robbery,  and  the 
sword.  Under  the  influence  of  feelings  honor- 
able to  onr  national  character,  which  have 
been,  on  many  occasions,  signally  manifested, 
tlie  Congress  of  the  United  States,  a  few  years 
past,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  made  a  vol- 
antary  gift  to  General  Lafayette,  of  the  sura  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  a  further 
donation  of  a  township  of  land  equal  in  value 
to  the  additional  snm  of  one  honored  and  fiffy 
thoosand  dollars.  This  liberalify  to  the  hero 
who  foo^t  our  battles,  who  eroonsed  oar 
cause,  ana  shed  his  blood  in  onr  defence,  and 
who  has  been  the  uniform  friend  of  liberty  in 
both  hemispheres,  met  the  approbation  of  the 
people  at  lai^.  It  has  never  been  compliuned 
of  by  the  most  vi^lant  guardian  of  the  publio 
purse.  Oar  natioif^  gratitude  to  this  distin- 
guished man  was  due  to  his  disinterested  ser- 
vices and  sacrifices  in.the  great  cause  of  free- 
dom, and  the  emancipation  of  these  States  from 
the  galling  yoke  of  despotic  power,  wielded  by 
the  unrelentioff  arm  of  the  British  monarch. 
It  has  imparted  a  lustre  to  the  American  name 
far  more  preoions  than  the  price  at  which  it 
was  obt^ned.  Actuated  by  the  same  lofty 
oondderations  which  governed  the  National 
L^^latnre  on  that  occasion,  let  ns  not  forget 
the  testamentary  bequest  of  the  great  author  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  to  his  beloved 
country.  Jefferson,  whose  name  must  be  ever 
dear  to  the  friends  of  human  liberty  throngh- 
ont the  world,  in  the  last  hour  of  his  existence, 
bestowing  an  expiring  thought  on  the  political 
connection  which  had  so  long  existed  between 
hiaself  and  the  American  people,  and  feeling 
the  pressure  of  his  pecuniary  circumstances, 
and  tlie  embarrassed  condition  of  bis  affUrs^ 
consoled  his  agitated  spirits  by  the  confidence 
which  he  repcMed  In  uie  justice  and  benevo- 
lence of  this  nation ;  and,  with  his  last  breath, 
bequeathed  his  daughter  and  only  surriring 
child  to  that  country  which  he  had  so  faithfblly 
served,  and  of  whitui  he  was  the  pride.and  or- 
nament. Shall  we  then  fold  onr  arms  in  cold 
indifference,  and,  unmindful  of  bim,  whose  en- 
lightened mind  and  nnboaght  patriotism  gave 
impetus  to  the  ball  of  the  revolution,  and  fixed 
the  great  principles  of  this  confederated  repub- 
lic, treat  wilii  nnldnd  ne^eot  the  object  dearest 
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to  his  heart,  which  he  had  so  confidently  com- 
mitted to  onr  generous  protection  f 

Bball  we  limit  onr  lib«ral  donations  to  Lafay- 
ette, and  a  few  others,  and  permit  the  only 
mrviTing  child  of  Thomas  Jefferson  to  linger 
in  poverty  in  her  native  eonntry,  while  every 
pa^  of  ita  history  pi^ts  to  the  glory  which 
lias  been  shed  over  it  by  the  sots  «  Iwr  illos- 
trionsfiidierf  I  hope  not  The  ii^ratttade  of 
repttblicB  U  the  ftvcnite  theme  of  tyrants,  and 
of  all  those  who  nive  that  man  is  incapable  of 
self-government  Tlie  despots  oS  the  world 
taont  na  with  this  insolting  epithet.  We  have 
shown  them  in'  the  case  of  Lafoyette  that  we 
do  not  deserve  the  foul  inipntation.  Let  ns  fol- 
low np  the  good  example  by  an  equal  liberality 
to  onr  own,  oar  venerated  Jefferson,  and  thu 
stain  on  the  fur  Cune  of  the  repoblic  will  van- 
ish into  thin  air,  and  be  remembered  among 
the  Tables  of  a  deranged  imagination.  I  now 
move,  Mr.  Preiodent,  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  according  to  the  notice  which  I 
gave  yesterday,  and  that  It  be  referred  to  a  6e- 
feet  Committee. 

A  bill  "eonoenUng  Uartha  Bandolph,  the 
danghtv  and  only  snrviving  child  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  deceased,  was  then  presented  by  Hr. 
PoiNDBXTKB  to  tile  Chair,  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  a  Sdeot  Committee, 
consisting  of  lib-.  PonmEXTEB,  Mr.  Bell,  Mr. 
Wkbbtbb,  Mr.  Ttub,  and  Mr.  HATint. 

Port  Offiei  Diriment  In/mUgaiien. 

The  Senate  ag^n  took  np  the  resolntion  con- 
oeming  the  ezanunation  ot  witnesses  as  to  the 
eaoses  of  tbrir  removal  from  fiSSica. 

Mr.  CuTTOK  oenelnded  hia  speech  against 
the  resolntion. 

Mr.  Benton  s^d,  that  he  did  not  appear  on 
the  ^oatr  for  the  purpose  of  joining  in  the  de- 
bate, nor  to  eziwesa  any  opinion  on  the  tmth 
of  the  allegations  so  violentiy  nrged  against  the 
Postmaster  General.  He  had  no  opinion  on 
the  matter,  and  did  not  wish  to  have  one,  ex- 
cept it  was  that  presumptive  opinion  inno- 
ccDce  which  the  laws  awarded  to  all  who  were 
accused,  and  which  the  pure  and  elevated  oliar- 
aoter  of  Mr.  Barry  so  eminently  claims.  If 
impea^ed,  it  mlg^t  be  his  duty  to  rit  in  jn^ 
ment  npon  him— or,  if  be  had  an  ojhiwhi  m 
the  ease,  to  retire  from  the  jad^ooent  seat;  as 
he  oonM  ncdther  reooaoile  it  to  the  diotatte  of 
hia  oonadenoe,  nor  the  rights  of  the  accused, 
to  take  the  oath  oS  a  Judge,  with  a  preconceived 
opinion  In  his  bosom,  to  be  dropped  out  as  soon 
aa  the  forms  would  permit.  He  rose,  he  re- 
peated, not  to  accuse  or  absolve  Mr.  Barry,  bat 
to  express  his  opinion  of  the  character  of  the 
proceeding  which  was  carrying  on  against  him, 
and  to  intimate  an  idea  of  wtiat  might  be  proper 
to  be  done  hereafter  in  regud  to  it.  He  then 
affirmed  with  deep  and  evident  feeling,  that  he 
looked  upon  the  whole  proceeding,  from  its 
first  inception  to  that  moment,  as  one  of  emi- 
nent impropriety,  compromising  the  judicial 
pori^  « the  Beiuite  on  <ne  handf  and  inva^ng 


the  privil^es  of  the  Honse  of  Sepreeentativee 
on  the  other.  The  Senate,  under  tiie  constitu- 
tion, tries  impeacbments — the  Honse  tA  Repre- 
sentatives prefers  them.  Each  has  its  assigned 

rto  act,  and  it  is  an  iavaeion  of  privuege 
either  to  Msnme  the  part  of  the  other.  If 
the  tenth  part  of  the  matter  so  fmioosly  uived 
against  Mr.  Barry  waa  tzne^  fx  evm  foaMed  in 
probaUUty,  he  might  oosne  beCn«  the  Benata 
for  trial ;  and  it  wonld  Im  a  horrid  mockery  of 
judicial  forms  for  his  future  jodges  to  take  the 
lead  in  the  case  of  accusation,  and  to  exdte, 

Eromote,  ftmient,  and  instigate  ohaiges  against 
im.  To  the  Honse  of  Representatives  belonged 
that  part  of  the  pwnfdl  btuiness ;  and  the  prea- 
ent  proceedmg  m  the  Senate  most  a[q>ear  to 
them  as  an  invasion  cS  their  privilege,  and  an 
implied  censure  upon  their  negligence.  It  did 
seem  to  him  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
mi^t  take  notice  the  proceeding,  and  Seel 
itadf  bound  to  vinffioate  its  ri^its;  and  the 
two  Honaea  thna  be  brought  into  sarioDS  oA- 
lision.  To  av<^d  these  oensequenoes,  as  well  as 
to  escwe  a  eominronibe  of  tbejndidal  charac- 
ter of  the  Senate,  he  was  deddedly  of  (^inkm 
t^at  the  debate  and  proceedings  should  tertni* 
nate  immediately.  This  wonld  save  the  fnrtbtf 
evils  to  tiie  S^ate  itself  which  might  ensne. 
As  to  the  past — ^the  proceedings  already  had— 
he  dedared  that  he  thought  uiem  a  fit  sntgect 
for  that  operation  which  had'  been  performed 
upon  the  record  «f  Wilkes's  expulsion  from  tiie 
British  Honse  of  Commons — upon  the  record 
of  the  Tazoo  frand,  in  the  L^ishiture  of  Geor- 
gia— and  upon  the  record  of  the  Maflsaohnsetts 
General  Assembty,  whidi  declared  it  to  be  on- 
becoming  the  ehaneter  of  a  moral  and  rdigtona 
people  to  rgoiee  in  the  victories  of  their  oovn- 
try.  He  declared  it  to  be  his  deliberate  oihi^ob 
that  the  history  of  the  whole  proceeding  agwnst 
Mr.  Barry  ought  to  be  expnnged  from  the  jour- 
nals of  the  Senate!  Total  expurgation  frcun 
the  journals  was  the  most  appropriate  means 
in  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  restore  its  own 
injured  oharactM-~to  nudce  iU«iement  to  the 
invaded  privileges  and  insulted  feelings  of  tlie 
House  of  Representatives ;  and  what,  perhaps, 
waa  still  more  important,  to  prevent  this  evil 
exami^  thia  hwrid  OMubination  of  the  aeen*- 
ing  and  trying  fonetion,  frran  l>eing  drawn  into 
precedent  in  ftitnre  tbties  when  the  party  in 
power,  and  predominant  in  the  Senate,  nd^t 
want  the  spoils  of  a  victim.  If  the  Amerioan 
Cato,  the  venerable  Maoox,  was  here,  it  would 
be  his  part  to  become  the  guardian  of  thehonw 
and  dignity  of  the  Senate :  in  his  abeenoe  that 
high  duty  might  devolve,  at  an  appropriate 
time,  upon  some  aged  Senator.  If  none  such 
undertook  it,  it  might  become  his  part  to  con- 
sider how  far  their  places  ought  to  be  sap- 
I^ied  by  a  less  worthy  and  leas  efficient  mem- 
ber. 

Mr.  WoonnTJBT  regretted  the  coarse  nnrsned 
by  the  gentiemen  from  Midne  and  Delawara^ 
especially  by  the  latter.  It  had  otMupelled  faim 
to  treqian  (m  tiw  indolence  «  tiie  8«b- 
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ate,  during  the  discoBsion  of  this  resolnt^on, 
although  the  snbject  moat  have  become  irk- 
aome.  But  new  positions  had  been  assumed — 
new  insinnetions  uttered— new  and  extraordi- 
nary accusations  rang  in  Iha  ears  of  this  body 
and  of  the  whole  oommmiity.  Silence  under 
them  n%ht  be  oonstraed  into  ^probation.  In 
repelling  than,  he  diwlaimed  aU  that  part  of 
the  eranplimeat  bestowed  apon  him  in  otuneo- 
tion  with  hia  friend  on  the  right,  (Mr.  6^)  that 
they  were  "most  dextMtnu  adrooates  of  the 
Postmaster  QoieraL"  He,  as  an  individnal, 
was  in  this  body  tiie  advocate  of  nobody.  He 
acted  in  his  station  as  t  Senator,  and  only  as 
a  Senator ;  and  whomsoever  in  a  pnblie  station 
he  might  be  ealled  npon,  In  the  course  of  offi- 
cial doty,  to  vindicate  or  condemn,  he  should 
endeavor  to  do  it  in  a  manner  becoming  that 
pablio  station,  and  with  a  single  eye  to  the 

Snblic  interests.  In  the  discharge  of  what  had 
evolved  on  him,  as  a  member  of  the  special 
Post  Office  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  pres- 
ent d^te,  he  bad  naed,  and  should  hereafter 
nae,  no  dnt«rity  beyond  a  dry  appeal  to  onr 
own  oongresssMial  doenments,  and  to  snoh  math- 
ematical ocmpatations  on  th^  oratente  as  every 
gentkman  could  disprove  or  verify  for  himself. 

Poetry  had  never  before,  but  onoe,  he  be- 
lieved, been  bronght  in  lud  of  an  examination 
into  any  of  onr  fiscal  ccmcerns;  and  though 
that  was  done  by  the  head  of  a  department,  he 
should  b^  leave  to  decline  following  both  that 
example  and  the  example  ot  the  two  gentlemen 
opposed  to  this  resolution,  in  preferring  figores 
of  rhetoric  to  figures  of  arithmetic.  Nor  should 
he  willingly  foUow  the  last  speaker  in  maUng 
pcditieal  prophecies,  whether  as  to  men  or 
measures.  HemtmoohTeneraUonfiDrTdi^as 
pn^hedes ;  bnt  as  for  poUtieal  ones,  when  ot- 
tered by  politicians,  who  had  made  arrange- 
ments to  bring  about  the  events  foretold,  and 
were  endeavoring,  he  hoped  in  vain,  to  verify 
Um^  own  predictions,  he  cherished  not  suffi- 
aent  respect  for  snolt  prophecies  as  to  imitate 
such  an  example.  The  grave  oharaoter  of  this 
body  demanded  of  ns  to  consider  that  we  were 
Id  fact  examining  the  oondnct  of  one  of  the 
most  elevMed  officers  of  the  Qovernment ;  an 
officer  who,  from  his  pnblio  station  as  well  as 
his  high  personal  character,  was  entitled  to  at 
least  (M^inary  comity,  and  an  adherence,  on 
onr  part,  to  a  fair,  manly,  and  liberal  course  ni 
inTestigation.  We  were  carrying  a  senitiny 
into  the  reenpts  and  expenditures  (rf  nearly 
two  millions  annnally ;  and  we  should  do  it, 
he  trusted,  on  the  same  just  prindples,  and  the 
same  settled  rules  of  evidence,  as  governed  us 
in  relation  to  similar  subjects  in  other  depart- 
ments, and  in  other  periooi  of  our  history. 

How  had  we  got  involved  in  this  wide  and 
desultory  debate  ?  Assnredly  by  a  marvellooa 
departure  from  the  language  and  spirit  of  the 
resolution  itself^  on  the  part  of  Its  opponents. 
Tlie  resolntion  proposes  simply  to  c^eck  the 
inqniries  of  the  special  committee  into  the 
eaana  ot  rmuvals  in  the  Post  Office  Depart- 


ment. This  is  a  single  and  a  fair  proposition 
for  the  decison  of  this  body.  The  committee 
being  divided,  an  appeal  was  made  to  yon,  as 
you  are  the  authors  of  the  reference,  and  have 
power  to  oons^e,  amend,' or  abolisli  it  ^to- 
gether. In  favor  of  that  proposition  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee  believed  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  pnmoanced  an  opinion  the  last  winter, 
after  very  full  debate,  and,  therefinv,  not 
"  oareAilly  avoiding,"  as  the  member  from  Del- 
aware alleges,  an  argument  on  the  oonstruo- 
tlon  which  might  be  given  to  the  words  of  the 
reference  independent  of  that  opinion ;  bnt 
contending  that,  after  such  an  opinion,  the  Sen- 
ate conld  not  intend  to  have  a  constmotion 
placed  on  the  reference  hostile  to  their  own 
decision,  the  minority  opposed  going  into  an 
inqairy  of  the  special  causes  of  removal.  They 
believed,  also,  that  we  ought  not  to  embark  in 
that  inquiry,  because  all  admit  the  Postmaster 
Go  n  era!  has  both  the  legal  and  constitutional 
right  to  displace  any  of  his  deputies.  The 
ri^t  or  power  being  conceded,  there  is  no  law 
nor  sense  in  making  him  amenable,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  the  Senate,  fbr  any  supposed  abuse 
of  that  power.  Fot  such  abuse  he  is  responsi- 
ble only  to  the  other  House,  as  the  impeaching 
body,  or  to  the  President,  who  can  control  or 
remove  him  at  pleasure ;  but  we,  the  Senate, 
can  neither  impeach  nor  remove  him ;  and,  as 
a  le^lative  body,  have  no  more  right  to  inves- 
tigate the  particular  motives  which  influenced 
him  in  any  removal,  than  we  have  the  motives 
of  a  collector  of  the  customs,  or  a  marshal,  in 
the  removal  of  their  deputies.  The  general 
course  of  administration  in  respect  to  renovala, 
it  might  be  proper  to  asoertun,  as  once  before 
remarked,  with  a  view  to  legislation.  So  might 
it  be  in  respect  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  de- 
partment, with  the  same  view ;  and  the  latter 
mvestigation  might  be  pushed  further,  into  the 
smallest  minotiaa,  to  see  if  any  departure  had 
been  made  from  the  acts  of  Ooagrees  about  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures;  and,  if  any  departure, 
what  remediea  might  be  proper  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  the  mischiefa.  But,  in  relation 
to  particular  removals,  the  law  had  intrusted 
the  Postmaster  Creneral  with  unlimited  discre- 
tion and  power.  Such  a  discretion  could  not 
be  violated.  There  would  not  be,  in  any  re- 
moval, a  departure  fkom  the  law,  because  there 
eadsted  no  law  restricting  him ;  and  hence  an 
inquiry  into  particular  oases  was  nnjos^  use- 
less, and  improper. 

So  much  for  the  direct  merits  of  the  resolu- 
tion. But  mark  the  ingenuity  of  our  oppo- 
nents, in  getting  up  the  rest  of  this  extraorai- 
nary  debate!  The  Senator  who  has  just  ad- 
dressed yon,  avers,  thr.t  the  moneyed  concerns 
of  the  Post  Office  Department  are  "  rapidly 
verging  to  insolvency ; "  that  this  has  been 
caused  by  the  misconduct  of  faithless  and  fraud- 
ulent officers  recently  appointed;  and  hence, 
that  yon  ought  to  permit  the  committee  to  fer- 
ret out  the  causes  of  the  removal  of  their  pre- 
deceesOTB.  To  reach  his  inference,  it  will  be 
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Been  that  the  gentleman  has  been  obliged  to 
resort  to  ^'  two  assomptions  of  fact,  if  not  of 
doctrine,"  in  the  laogaage  of  Colonel  Lawless. 
If  either  of  those  assnmptioas  fall  him,  in  the 
proof  or  iDvestigati^Of  his  inference  against  the 
dieok  contained  in  the  resolution  has  no  foun- 
dation to  Btand  on.  Like  the  Indian  philosopl^ 
as  to  the  fonndation  on  which  the  earth  standa, 
he  may  rest  some  of  Ua  positionB  on  the  ele- 
phant, and  the  elephant  npon  the  tortoise ;  but 
on  what  does  his  tortoise  stand,  if  the  depiu-t- 
ment  is  not,  in  troth,  verging  to  insolvency! 
Or,  if  embarrassed,  it  has  not,  in  troth,  become 
BO  by  ne^ect  and  corruption,  bat  by  yonr  own 
system  of  le^slation,  largely  increasing  its  ez- 
penditores  ?  The  gentleman,  likewise,  has  in- 
dolgcd  in  these  two  assomptions,  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  committee  were  inqntring 
into  the  real  condition  of  the  fnnds  of  the  de- 
partment, and  when  hia  Questions  abont  re- 
movals might  have  been  JncUdonaly  postponed, 
it  is  heliered,  till  the  truth  of  Uie  assnniption, 
as  to  insolvent^',  on  which  his  other  questions 
rest,  were  fiilly  ascertuned.  Bat  no ;  this  did 
not  suit  ^e  zeal  and  impatience  of  the  proseon- 
tion.  It  was  thought  better  to  guess  at  the 
fact  of  insolvency,  or  attempt  to  show,  from 
imperfect  and  perverted  ctrcumstanoes,  than  to 
wait  a  few  days  for  decisive  evidence,  one  way 
or  the  other — evidence,  too,  within  onr  own 
reach,  and  which  we  were  collecting  by  inter- 
rogatories to  the  department,  access  to  its 
boolEs,  and  the  unlimited  power  conferred  on 
ns  by  the  Senate  to  send  anywhere  for  persona 
and  papers. 


Fbidat,  February  11. 
Fatt  Office  Departmmt  Inmtiffation. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonmderation  of  Ur. 
Gbujjdt's  resolntion. 

Hr.  Spbaqux  said  he  declined  entering 
into  any  discussion  on  its  fiscal  concerns, 
but  stated  his  objections  to  the  resolution,  as 
tending  to  impeach  the  veracity  of  individuals 
who  had  been  dismissed  from  office  in  t^e 
capacity  of  witnesses  before  the  spedal  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  GninrDT  explained,  and  said,  i^an  this 
nothing  was  farther  from  his  intention,  and  he 
had  no  ol^eclion  so  to  modify  bis  resolntion, 
aa  to  do  away  with  any  erroneous  impression 
in  Hut  respect  which  might  be  formed. 

Mr.  LrviNOflTOS  said :  I  gave  my  vote  for  t^e 
resolution  under  wliich  this  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, but  most  certainly  not  with  the  intent 
of  vesting  them  with  the  power  which  their 
chairman  contends  they  have  a  right  to  exer- 
cise. What  is  that  power  t  One,  sir,  that  the 
Senate  has  solemnly  declared,  after  the  fullest 
investigation,  that  the  Senate  itself  had  no  right 
to  exercise ;  a  debate  in  vhieh  the  hcHiorable 
chairman  of  thia  ^mmittee  strove  with  his 
nsnal  earaestness,  with  nnosaal  eloquence  and 
ingenuity,  but  strove  in  vain,  to  establish  a 
right  in  the  Senate  to  oaU  on.  the  Fredd«it  to 
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give  his  reasons  for  sach  removals  from  office  as 
the  Senate  might  deem  improper.  Sir,  the 
honorable  chairman  needed  not  to  have  assnred 
US  that  he  was  teuacious  of  bla  purpose  when 
he  tbought  tiiat  purpose  right;  the  perseverance 
with  which  he  clings  to  the  doctrines  whioh  he 
on  that  oocafllon  so  ably  advocated,  is  a  proof 
of  tfaisb  Now,  sir,  how  does  the  interrogatory 
proposed  to  t>e  put  by  the  committee,  and  the 
argument  by  which  that  right  is  attempted  to 
be  sustained ;  how  do  these  differ  from  the  In- 
quiry  then  urged  to  be  proper,  and  the  am- 
ments  whioh  were  then  used,  but  which-faued 
to  convince  us  T  The  Postmaster  Gieneral  is  an 
officer  appointed  in  virtue  of  a  law  whioh  pre- 
scribes his  duties  and  dengnates  his  powers. 
His  great  duty  is  to  secure  tiie  transmission  of 
the  mail,  and  the  security  of  the  revmoe  to  be 
derived  fhnn  that  source.  The  essential  power 
given  to  him  fbr  the  performanee  oi  tiieee  du- 
ties, is  the  f^polntment  of  his  deputies,  and,  as 
a  necessary  oraiseqneDce,  th«r  ranoru,  wbeo- 
ever  they  do  not,  in  bis  opinion,  properly  per- 
form their  duties ;  they  are  answerable  to  nipi 
in  the  same  manner  as  he  is  to  the  Prendeut 
— as  the  President  may  remove  him  in  tlte  ex- 
ercise of  his  legal  discretion,  so  may  he  re- 
move ttie  deputies  whom  he  has,  on  his  own 
responsibility,  ^pointed.  All  the  arguments 
used  against  the  it^rference  of  the  Senate 
with  the  removals  by  the  President,  apply  with 
the  same  force  to  any  intermeddlii^  here.  I  will 
not  fatigue  the  Senate  by  repeating  tlioae  argu- 
ments ;  they  were  deemed  conclusive  then. 
OlnmmataaoeB  have  not  obonged ;  nor  IwTe  the 
members  of  the  Senate  ehanged.  Whether  anj 
arguments  now  addressed  to  Uiem  by  the  ohair- 
man  of  tiie  committee  can  have  operated  aoT 
.  ohange  in  their  opinion,  I  should  be  very  mncn 
inclined  to  doubt,  becaose  I  have  heard  none 
now  that  I  cannot  recollect  perfectly  to  have 
heard  on  a  former  occasion.  Sir.  they  are  old 
acquaintances,  and  though  they,  like  old  frienda, 
sometimes  put  on  new  faces,  and  trick  them- 
selves out  in  new  dresses  that  they  borrow  from 
eloquence  and  talent,  yet  it  requires  no  great 
stretch  of  memory  to  recollect  thetn.  I  irill 
simply  ask  the  honorable  diainnan  what  prao- 
ticsl  good  he  upeots  will  result  from  the  in- 
quiry ?  Let  ns  suppose  it  proper,  and  purane 
its  course;  adisoarded  officer  of  the  department 
is  called  before  the  committee  :  *i  Sir,  yon 
were  a  deputy  of  the  Postmaster  General;  fbr 
what  oaoae  did  he  dismiss  you  ?  "  Sir,  it  is 
impos^ble  for  me  to  tell ;  I  was  a  most  meri- 
torious officer,  regular  in  rendering  my  ao- 
counts,  punctual  in  my  payments,  diligent  in 
the  doties  of  my  office."  "  Call  in  the  Poet- 
master  Oeneral :  Why  did  you  dismiss  tbia 
man  ? "  "  Because  he  was  totally  unfit  fbr  bis 
office;  be  never  attended  to  ite  duties;  his  mails 
were  rarely  made  ap  in  time;  $xtd  the  mail- 
oarriers  wwe  detained  far  hours  at  hia  office/* 
**Oan  you  bring  proof  of  these  ehaigea?"  **EiinI- 
ly;  you  have  only  toaeodiiw  the  uiail>carrier  be- 
tween Itonphb  and  New  Orleans,  and  Ibr  eight 
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or  ten  of  the  iohabltants  of  the  village  where 
h»  livea ;  the  distance  is  not  mach  above  two 
tbonsaod  mites,  and  yon  may  have  them  here 
oert^nlj  in  a  j-ear.'*  The  report  must  be  made 
in  three  weeks.  Here  is  one  case,  and  a  prob- 
able one :  How  manj  snch  in  the  five  ban- 
dnd  Oflseg  of  removal  ?  Take  another :  "  Wliy, 
Mr.  Postanaster  General,  did  joa  dismiBs  A.  B. 
" Beoaiuet  air,  I  had  no  oonfidenoe  in  him;  a 
disn«tion«7  power  was  given  to  me,  whioh  I 
have  exMrcised  in  all  oases  aooording  to  the  best 
of  mj  jadgment"  Then  I  think  that  inqoiry 
mart  «n^  Bat  sappoee,  in  another  oase,  the 
flospioions  whioh  have  been  expressed,  or  rath- 
er the  positive  ohai^  that  has  been  repeated 
till  the  echoes  are  tired  with  it,  that  the  re- 
moval shonld  have  been  of  a  person  hostile  to 
the  election  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate, 
and  that  another,  of  opposite  politics,  ^oidd 
liave  replaced  htm ;  snppose  this  to  have  hap- 
pwied  in  three  hundred  oat  of  the  five  hnndred 
removals,  what  is  to  be  the  resnltf  Why,  the 
Imunable  chairman  has  long  sinoe  anticipated 
it.  Sooh  oondoot  is  oormpwu,  and  cormption 
is  an  uapeaohable  ofltoee.  To  this  resnlt,  then, 
we  ooDie  at  last  A  oommittee  of  the  Senate, 
members  of  the  high  conrt  for  the  trial  of  im- 
peaohmenta^  are  to  be  employed  in  finding  ma- 
terials f<a  the  aeonsation  ol  an  officer  whom 
they,  in  the  performance  of  their  high  functions, 
are  to  try ;  bat  this  seems  to  offer  no  serious 
objection  to  the  two  members  of  the  committee 
vrho  have  aigned  against  the  resolution ;  they 
think,  and  no  dooht  conscientiously,  that  it  is 
part  <k  the  duty  delegated  to  them,  to  inquire  and 
praioanoe  npon  this  branch  of  the  accnsation 
against  the  Postmaster  General.  Nay,  sir,  ihey 
have  sone  farther ;  they  have  entertidned,  and 
tiimk  it  their  6atj  to  pronoanee  tm  aoonsations 
€i  fraod,  malversatioD,  and  oormption.  I  did 
not  nnderstand  thrai  to  say  that  these  oharges 
were  tme ;  but  I  did  distinctly  understand  them 
to  aay  that  they  were  made^  and  that  the  com- 
mittee were  inqniring  into  their  trnth ;  and,  un- 
less I  am  greatly  deceived,  it  was  added,  that 
tliey  were  supported  by  high  evidence.  Fur- 
ther, sir,  the  written  allegation  of  some  of  these 
chaiges  was  l^d  b^ore  ns ;  was  read  at  the  re- 
qaeat  of  the  diainnan,  in  the  shape  of  a  letter 
from  one  of  tiie  officers  who  had  been  dismiss- 
ed. Now,  nr,  asaiiut  all  this  proceeding  I 
deem  it  a  dnty  aoloxiB^  to  enter  my  protest 
Every  member  of  tins  body  must  porsoe  that 
oondnot  which  is  dictated  by  lua  own  sense  of 
propriety  and  dnty.  I  have  no  doabt  that  the 
iMmorable  members  who  differ  from  me  on  this 
oooarioD,  are  so  gnided.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
incnlpate  them.  Bat  I  too  must  follow  mine ; 
and  my  sense  of  imperious  duty  urges  me  not 
cmly  to  dissent  from  this  doctrine,  but  to  point 
ont  the  consequences  of  what  I  deem  a  most 
dangeroas  assumption  of  onoonstitntional  pow- 
er. Do  we  not  entirely  din^ard  the  allotment 
made  to  ns  in  the  distribution  of  the  powers  of 
Govonmentl  Do  we  not  encroach  on  thoee  of 
a  oo>«diiiate  branoh  I  and,  by  aaBuming  pow- 


ers  not  delegated  to  ns,  render  ourselves  incom- 
petent to  the  performance  of  those  tliat  are  ? 
We  appoint  a  committee  for  the  purpose  no  doubt 
of  inquiring  whether  any  legislative  measure  is 
necessary  to  give  greater  effect  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Fost  Office.  To  give  it  any  other 
constmction  would  be  to  suppose  it  an  uncon- 
stitutional measure.  This  oommittee  asks  for 
power  to  acmd  for  persons  and  papers.  With 
oonfidenoe  in  the  correotness  of  tiieir  oonrse, 
we  give  it  to  them.  And,  ander  this  delegation, 
it  is  contended  they  not  only  have  a  right  to  do 
that  whioh  the  body,  of  which  they  form  a  part, 
has  solemnly  resolved  it  has  no  right  to  do  ; 
bat,  sir,  that  it  is  their  duty  to  inquire  into 
oharges  of  fraud  and  corruption  in  the  exercise  of 
his  official  duties,  by  an  officer  upon  whom,  if 
he  should  be  accused,  we  are  afterwards  to  sit 
in  judgment  Not  only  is  this  inquiry  pursued 
iu  the  committee ;  not  only  are  its  members 
forced  to  prejudge  the  case,  but  the  charge  is 
uttered  in  the  assembled  Senate ;  -all  of  us  are 
to  have  our  judgments  warped  and  poisoned  by 
hearing  evidence  and  aifpmients  to  show  tb6 
gnilt  or  to  prove  the  Innooence  of  the  accused. 
And'  then,  with  onr  passions  inflamed  with  the 
warmth  of  debate,  with  minds  perverted  by  «z 
parte  evidence,  and  the  mixture  of  political 
feeling  that  has  been  introdnced  into  the  case, 
we  are  to  take  our  places  beside  you,  sir,  in  the 
angust  tribunal  where  we  had  so  lately  sat,  and 
we  are  to  call  God  to  witness  that  we  will  de- 
cide coolly,  and  dispassionately,  and  justly,  be- 
tween onr  country  and  the  officer  accused. 
How,  sir,  are  we  preparing  ourselves  for  this 
duty  ?  By  violent  philippics  against  the  man 
who,  if  the  opinion. of  those  who  utter  them  is 
well  fonnded,  most  appear  at  onr  bar  to  answer 
them  I  b;  aigumentB  whvdi  those  who  believe 
in  his  innooenoe  fi»el  bonnd  to  nse  in  faia  defence  t 
by  the  excitement  whioh  zeal  and  eloquenoe 
must  natnrally  produce  in  the  minds  of  their 
fellow-jndges,  to  whom  they  are  addressed.  In 
our  zeal  for  political  reform,  or  for  the  advance- 
ment of  jusdoe,  we  forget  what  we  are.  We 
assume  the  aocuslng,  when  we  have  only 
the  higher,  the  judging  power.  If  one  "  twen- 
tieth port  the  tithe  "  of  the  accusations  that  have 
been  uttered  on  this  occasion  against  this  gen- 
tleman be  well  founded,  he  ooght  to  be  im- 
peached ; .  thoee  who  believe  them  to  be  true 
ooght  immedii^ly  to  prodnoe-  the  chafes  be- 
fore the  aocodng  power,  not  to  reiterate  them 
wltibin  these  infia,  where  no  voice  ousbt  to  be 
heard  in  eases  of  alleged  erimhudity  bnt  that 
of  calm  deliberation. 

Sir,  whether  the  charges  are  trub  or  false.  I 
wiU  not  inquire,  until  they  are  constitutionally 
made  and  legally  proved.  Until  then  I  am 
bound  to  beheve  him  innocent,  not  only  by 
duty,  bnt  because  I  believe  him,  as  far  as  my 
observation  has  gone,  to  be  an  upright,  able 
officer,  and  that,  under  his  administration,  the 
department  has  greatly  extended  its  usefulness. 
But,  although  this  opinion  may  moke  me  re- 
quire uid  Bcmtinize  proof  before  X  condemn,  it 
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wilt  aever,  if  I  can  confide  in  my  own  jndg- 
ment,  swerve  me  from  doty,  if  that  proof 
shoold,  contrary  to  my  belief^  be  produced. 
Nor,  OD  the  other  haad,  oaa  t^e  misplaced  in- 
veotives,  the  violent,  acrimonions,  and  repeated 
charges  that  have  been  made,  bias  me  against 
the  man  whom  I  esteem.  The  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  committee  may,  as  he  says  he  wilL 
"  teach  his  starling  to  cry  proaoription"  nntu 
all  the  prating  party  parrots  of  the  country  can 
repeat  it.  He  may,  se  he  says  he  will,  find  his 
Tiotim  "  when  he  lies  asleep,  and  in  his  ear 
m^  halloo  proscription  1"  He  may  mf^e  the 
Senate  resonnd  with  this  catchword  of  a  party 
nntil  he  is  hoarse  with  Uie  repetition.  Yet, 
sir,  I  tmst  tlie  members  of  that  angnst  body 
will  be  calm ;  they  will  not  suffer  themselves 
to  condemn  or  acquit  bnt  in  the  performance 
of  their  constitutional  fanctions,  nor  suffer  any 
delegated  power  to  transcend  those  Umits  which 
tiiey  have  determined  to  be  the  tionndary  of 
their  powers. 

Before  I  oondnde,  let  me  ask  the  honorable 
Soiator  from  Delaware,  wbetlier  he  thinks  his 
ftTwite  word  might  not  be  with  wnne  propriety 
applied  to  the  hearing  «r  parte  aoonsations  of 
fraid,  corruption,  and  other  misdemeanors 
agiUnst  a  high  officer,  repeating  tiiem  in  the 
highest  council  of  the  nation,  and  speeding 
them  on  the  wings  of  hia  eloquence  uiroogh 
the  land,  before  the  accused  has  even  answered 
to  the  chai^.  The  good  feelings  wiiicb  I  know 
that  Senator  to  possess,  will,  unless  I  greatly 
niistiUce,  in  bis  moments  of  cum  reflection,  lead 
him  to  regret  the  course  which  an  honest  bat 
mistaken  zeal  has  led  him  to  pursue  on  this 
occasion. 

Tho  obsarratbwa,  mr,  of  the  Senior  from 
Maine  Qb.  SmAAVw)  are  comcA.  The  resolu- 
tion ofliared  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
does  not  go  far  enongh.  I  offer  tiie  following 
amendment :  Strike  out  from  the  word  '*  to,^ 
and  insert — '*make  inquiry  into  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  the  Postmaster  General  to 
make  any  removals  of  his  depntiee bo  as  to 
read — 

Setdved,  Tbtt  the  Select  Committee  appointed  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  December  last  to  ioquire  into 
the  condition  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  are 
not  authorized  to  make  iDquiry  into  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  the  Postmaster  .General  to 
make  any  removals  of  Us  depotiei. 

Mr.  GauHDT  accepted  the  modification  offered 
by  'Mx.  IJTXHaatOH. 


Satubdat,  February  13. 

After  disposing  of  some  private  bills  and  other 
morning  business — 

The  eclipse  having  reached  the  greatest 
obscuration  of  the  sun  about  this  time,  and  the 
Senate  appearing  indisposed  to  go  on  with  busi- 
ness— 

A  motion  waa  made  and  ooiiied  to  a^onm. 


MoinM.T,  February  14, 

Mr.  FsmNoBinraut  laid  <m  the  table  the 
followicg  reeolntion : 

BttolmL  That  the  FreiideBt  of  Oie  ITnited  States 
be  required  to  hdbrm  the  Senate  whether  the  pro- 
Tialons  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regtdate 
trade  and  Intercoarse  with  the  Indian  tribea,  mod 
to  preMrve  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  passed  the  80th 
Huvh,  1802,  have  been  fnlly  complied  with  on  the 
part  of  the  Ui^ted  States  GovenuneDt^  and,ifthey 
bare  not,  that  be  inform  the  Senate  of  the  reasons 
that  have  htdneed  the  Gomnment  to  dedbie  tlw 
enfbreement  of  the  said  act 


Tdibdat»  FebmaiT  15. 
7%0  Jfultons. 

The  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  lb, 
Fbbunohutsen,  waa  then  taken  up.  . 

Mr,  TawLisamntMS  eM  he  had  presented 
this  resolntion  for  the  porpoae  of  certainly 
ascertaining  the  views  ana  vnipose  of  the  Exec- 
utive in  req;)ect  to  the  Indian  rdatioas  «r  tlie 
Government.  We  cannot,  sud  Mr.  F.,  officidly 
rely  upon  any  report  or  information  but  that 
which  comes  to  us  under  the  official  sanction  of 
the  Chief  Magistrate.  And,  nr,  the  Senate 
and  the  nation  have  a  right  to  know  his  policy. 
I  am  aware  that  the  Secretary  of  "War,  in  his 
report  to  the  President,  of  December  lost,  haa 
undertaken  to  dispose  of  the  intercourse  law 
of  1802,  by  a  very  short  process.  He  haa^ 
indeed,  cut  the  G«rdiaa  knot  He  assumes 
the  whole  ground  of  the  Indian  controversy ; 
takes  as  establidied,  without  ailment  or  proo^ 
the  whole  matter  In  issue,  and  then  very 
gravely  draws  out  the  conclusion,  that  this  law 
is  imconstitutional,  and  ought  not  to  be  exe- 
cuted. He  asserts  the  red  men  to  be  dtizena 
of  the  States,  and  inquires,  as  if  surprised  at 
the  necessity  of  asking  the  question,  whether  a 
sovereign  State  has  not  the  rigbt  to  legislate 
over  all  her  citizens,  white  and  red  f  Sir,  be 
has  not  even  nndertaken  to  e^ow  how  the  red 
men,  the  Cherokees  for  example,  became  citi- 
zens of  Georgia  J  and  yet  tJtie  suggestions  of  his 
report  are  put  forth  as  a  serious  expoution  <^ 
public  law. 

A  brief  reference  to  the  provlnras  ttf  this 
law,  and  the  causes  which  led  to  its  enactment, 
will  shed  vei?  dear  light  upon  its  notore  and 
obligation.  tJutil  the  year  1796,  the  relations 
of  the  United  States  with  the  Indian  tribes 
chiefly  rested  upon  the  stipnlations  contuned 
in  our  treaties  made  with  these  nations,  and 
the  principles  of  gmeral  law.  About  the  time 
first  nuned,  our  Government  conndered  this 
subject  to  be  of  snffident  importance  to  engross 
tiie  distinct  deliberation  and  legislation  of  Con- 
OTess,  and  accordingly,  in  the  session  of  *96,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  raised  a  com- 
mittee on  regulating  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  In^an  tnbes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the 
frontiers.  Whi^  tiie  matter  was  mbristing 
b^ora  tiiis  eonunittee,  a  commimication  was 
made  by  the  then  President,  (General  Wasb- 
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ington,)  which,  while  it  ilhutrates  the  ohwaoter 
of  that  exalted  etatemnan,  affords  a  very  valn- 
able  portion  of  history,  that  will  refruh  the 
faearto  and  encourage  the  hopes  pf  everf  friend 
of  the  Indians.  After  the  treaties  made  by  the 
United  States  with  t^e  Cherokees  in  the  years 
1766  and  1791,  osnally  known  by  the  names  of 
the  treaties  of  Hopewell  and  Holston,  intrasiona 
were  repeatedly  meditated  upon  the  territories 
of  that  nation,  and  Governor  Bloant,  of  the 
territory  south  of  the  Ohio,  in  1796,  apprised 
President  Washington  of  these  designs ;  apon 
'which  he  addressed  a  message  to  Congress,  as 
appears  in  the  following  extract  from  the  jour- 
nals  of  the  Hooae  of  BepreaentatiTes : 

**  TuiSDAT,  February  2, 1796. — message  tn  writ- 
ing was  reoeir^  firom  the  President  of  t&  United 
SUtes,  by  Kr  Iteadridge,  liis  secretary,  is  followeth : 

"Umitid  Statks,  Fibniary  2,  1976. 
**  Oentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  otRepre- 
aentatiTes:  I  tnuumit  herewith  a  copy  of «  letter, 
dated  the  I9th  of  December  last,  from  Goverbor 
SloBDt  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  stating  the  ktowkI 
utd  dariDE  deogns  of  certain  persons  to  take  pos* 
seenoa  of  land  belonging  to  the  Cherokees,  and 
which  Uie  Uidted  States  have  by  trea^  soleinnly 
guarantied  to  that  natton.  The  Iq|iistice  of  such 
utrttdoos,  and  the  mischieTOua  conseqoencea  which 
miiBt  necessarily  result  therefrom,  demand  that 
efliMtiial  pronaion  be  made  to  prerent  them. 

*'  GEORGE  WASEDfOTOy." 

Here,  said  Mr.  F.,  tbe  principles  and  spirit  of 
Indian  mterconrse  are  traced  np  to  their  bead 
epring.  We  rejoice  to  find  their  origin  in  the 
spirit  of  nnbroken  faith  and  sacred  honor  that 
sheds  its  radiance  over  this  Executire  document 
Sir,  this  record  of  other  times,  now,  when  to 
br^k  faith  with  an  Indian  is  construed  down 
into  something  short  of  dishonor — now,  when 
the  clouds  are  gathering  over  and  around  the 
hopes  of  these  forsaken  people — at  this  gloomy 
epoch  in  their  history,  to  look  upon  tiiis  solemn 
aoknowle^^ent  of  aU  their  rights  as  '*  a  na- 
tion," and  onr  saored  obligations  by  "  treaty," 
and  nnder  Washington's  own  hand,  is  a  grateful 
snbiect  for  consolation.  Would,  sir,  Hittb  Oen- 
ertu  Jackson  might  be  persuaded  to  put  away 
from  him  all  those  hasty,  iU-ooundered  coun- 
sels, that  are  leading  him  away  from  the  broad 
and  luminous  path  of  illustrious  precedent. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  history.  This  Mes- 
sage and  the  letter  were,  in  the  first  place, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
and  afterwards  to  a  Select  Committee  of  sixteen 
members,  composed  of  Mr.  Uillhouse,  Mr. 
Cooper,  Mr.  Findlay,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  IVank- 
lin,  Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  White, 
Mr.  Abiel  Foster,  Mr.  Dearborn,  Mr.  Malbone, 
Kr.  Bock,  Mr.  Fatten,  Mr.  IGlledge,  Mr.  Green- 
up, and  Mr.  Crabb.  In  the  selection  of  this 
committee,  we  peroeive  the  importance  that 
was  attached  to  the  subject-matter  of  General 
'Washington's  communication,  and  the  princi- 
ples that  should  regulate  onr  Indian  ^lEurs.  A 
committee  of  the  first  names  iu  Congress,  mem- 
bers from  the  different  States,  and  Geoipa  (tf 


[Skhatk. 

the  number,  took  up  tiie  treaties  made  with 
these  tribes,  and  the  dnties,  ri^ta,  and  priri- 
leges  that  grew  out  of  oar  relations,  and  re- 
ported to  Congress  the  first  intercourse  bill, 
which  became  u  law  in  May,  1796,  and  which, 
in  all  its  material  provisions,  is  now  the  suhsist- 
ingand  nnrepeal^  law  of  the  land. 

These  treaties,  sud  Mr.  F.,  had,  amongst 
other  things,  traced  and  settled  the  boundary 
lines  of  territory  between  the  United  States 
and  the  ladiiuiB.  And  in  the  few  sections  of 
this  law,  to  which  I  shall  invite  the  attention 
of  the  Senate,  they  will  perceive  that  in  the 
Congress  of  1796,  of  1799,  and  of  1802,  the 
several  periods  when  tiiia  law  came  under 
public  coorideration,  these  boundaries  specified 
in  the  treaties  were  recognized  and  adopted,  and 
became  the  govemiug  line  of  territory,  in  the 
first  section  of  ^e  bill.  This  law,  like  the 
treaties,  mas  the  broad  line  between  the  State 
of  Georgia  and  the  CSierokeee,  and  recognizes 
it  as  the  boundary  between  separate  and 
distinct  nations, — between  "  citizens  of  the 
United  States"  and  "  the  Cherokees,"  in  speci- 
fic and  appropriate  terms.  No  one  of  all  the 
enlightened  and  exalted  men  who  filled  the 
seate  of  power,  and  aided  in  the  oooncils  of  the 
country  in  1796,  entertained  the  nc^OD  ibr  a 
moment,  that  Georgia  had  even  tiie  odor  of  a 
claim  to  the  property  or  persons  of  these  tribes 
of  free,  and,  as  to  her,  ipdependent  pe<^le,  and 
they  legislated  concerning  them  accordingly. 
After  thus  fixing  the  boundary,  the  second  sec- 
tion of  tbe  law  enacts,  that  if  any  citizen  of, 
or  other  person  resident  in,  the  United  States, 
or  either  of  the  territorial  districts  of  the 
United  States,  shall  cross  over  or  go  within  the 
sud  boundary  line  to  bunt,  &c.,  or  shall  drive 
or  otherwise  convey  any  stock  of  horses  or 
cattle  to  range  on  any  lands  allotted  or  secured 
by  treaty  with  the  United  States  to  any  Indian 
tribes,  he  shall  forfeit  a  snm^ot  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars,  or  be  impriMmed  not  exceeding 
six  months.  And  by  the  fourth  section  it  m 
further  enacted,  that  if  any  such  oitizoi  or  other 
person  shall  go  into  any  town,  settlanent, 
or  territory  belonging  or  secured  by  treaty  with 
the  United  Stat^  to  uaj  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  and  shall  there  commit  robbery,  larceny, 
trespass,^  or  other  crime,  against  the  person  or 
property  of  any  friendly  Indian  or  Indians, 
which  would  be  punished  if  committed  within 
the  Jurisdiction  of  any  State,  ogiunst  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  &o.,  such  offender  shall 
forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  twelve 
months."  Sir,  who  can  Soil  to  perceive  how 
pufectly  palpable  is  the  distinction  between 
the  jnmdictioD  of  any  State  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  territory  of  the  Lidian  nations  I 
Every  provinon  of  this  law  is  based  upon  this 
distinction,  uid  would  be  absurd  and  incon- 
graons  without  it. 

Again,  sir,  the  fifth  section  provides  that 
if  any  such  citizen  or  other  person  shall  make 
a  seUlement  on  any  lands  b^onging,  or  secured 
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or  goarantied  by  treaty  with  tho  UMted  Btatea, 
to  auj  Indian  tribe,  or  shall  survey  or  attempt 
to  survey  such  lands,  or  dedgnate  any  of  the 
boundaries,  by  marking  trees  or  otherwise,  such 
offender  sliall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  enffer  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  twelve  months ;  and  it  shall  more- 
over be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  such  measures  and  employ  such 
military  force  as  he  may  pudge  necessary  to 
remove  from  lands  belonging  "or  secured  by 
beaty  as  aforesud,  to  any  Indian  tribe,  any  such 
citizen  or  other  pomn,  who  has  made  or  shall 
hereafter  nuke  or  attempt  to  make  a  setttement 
thereon."  Here,  agun,  the  unambigaous  prin- 
ciples of  onr  naticHul  policy  are  developed  too 
plWnly  to  be  mistaken,  or  misnnderstood.  A 
policy,  thus  sanctioned  by  the  concurrent  opin- 
lona  of  uz  successive  Fremdents,  and  by  the  har- 
monioas  I^jslation  of  Congress  for  the  last  thir- 
ty-five years,  is  suddenly  assailed  by  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  sought  to  be  frus- 
trated and  avoided — and  for  what,  sir  I  For 
what!  To  enable  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
break  over  this  boundary — this  sacred  boundary 
—to  invade  the  possessions  of  our  allies — and 
deprive  them  of  their  propertpr  and  liberties. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  review  some  of  the 
features  of  Geoi^  legislation.  Onr  act,  be  it 
remembered,  prohibits  all  sarTcys  or  attempts 
at  surveying  of  Indian,  lands,  by  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  or  other  person.  Qeoi^ia 
has,  by  a  late  act  of  her  Legislature,  resolved 
to  survey  the  Cherokee  country — now  listen— 

'*Bbc.  88.  And  be  ti  further  enacl«d,Hu,%Kaf  per- 
80D  or  persons  who  Bball,  hj  force,  menaoes,  or 
other  means,  prevent,  or  attempt  to  prevent,  any 
surveyor  or  surveyors  from  running  any  line  or 
lincii,  or  doing  and  performing  any  act  required  of 
him  or  them  by  this  act,  sbaU,  on  IncUctment,  and 
oonvlction  thereof,  be  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary, 
at  bard  labor,  for  tbe  term  of  five  years." 

And  the  following  section  still  further  dis- 
closes the  nature  of  the  proceedings  in  that 
State,  of  which  we  complain : 

"  Sia  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted  bjf  the  author^ 
ify  ^orvMfd;  That  all  white  persons  residing  within 
ths  umits  of  the  Cherokee  natkm  on  ttie  1st  day  of 
March  next,  or  at  any  time  thereafter,  witiiout  a 
license  or  permit  fVom  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
or  &om  such  agent  as  bis  Excellency  the  Governor 
shall  authorize  to  grant  such  a  permit  or  license, 
and  who  shall,  not  have  taken  the  oath  herehiafter 
required,  thali  be  guilty  of  high  miademcanor,  and 
upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  con* 
finement  in  the  penitentiary,  at  hard  labor,  for  a 
term  not  less  than  four  years :  Provided,  That  tbe 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  be  so  construed 
as  to  extend  to  any  authorized  agent  or  agents  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  of  thb 
State,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  who  may  rent 
any  of  those  improTentents  which  have  been  aban- 
doned by  Indians  who  have  emigrated  west  of  the 
Hisaiasippi :  J'ronded,  That  nothing  contained  in 
this  section  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  extend  to 
white  females,  and  all  male  children,  onder  twenty 
years  (tf  age." 


[Fsniuxr,  ISdL 

Sir,  uid  Ifr.  F.,  tbe  oriris  has  arrived,  whoi 

this  conflict  mast  be  decided.  Here  is  direct 
repugnancy  between  the  legislation  of  the 
United  Sti^  and  that  of  Georgia.  Wh««  im 
the  Ezecntire  arm  of  the  Genenl  Goveiiiment 
to  protect  onr  laws  and  our  treaties  from  viola- 
tion !  I  cannot,  sir,  anticipate  that  the  Preei- 
dent  will  refuse  to  execute  tbe  laws  of  the 
land.  I  must  hear  it  from  himself.  I  nuuntain 
it,  sir,  as  one  of  the  soundest  principles  of  onr 
constitution,  that  the  Executive  does  not  pbe- 
sese  tbe  tremendous  power  of  dispensing  with 
the  mforcement  of  public  statntes.  If  a  consti- 
tntional  scmple  shaU  affect  tbe  mind  of  a  Preei- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  in  reapeet  to  any  act 
of  Congress,  he  must  get  rid  of  his  semples,  or 
he  may  lay  down  his  commission :  bat  while  he 
holds  tiie  oflSce^  he  mnst  faithfully  execute 
every  law.  It  is  absolutely  im^rative.  The 
people  of  this  country  will  jealoudy  watch 
over  this  branch  of  Executive  duty.  They 
will  expect  its  fiilfilment,  sir,  to  the  vei^ 
letter.  Of  all  the  men  in  this  nation,  tbe  Presi- 
dent is  the  last  who  should  pause  upon  the 
reqnirementa  of  any  statute.  He,  at  least, 
should  be  exemplary  in  obedience. 

It  may  be,  and  has  been  said,  that  the  opin- 
ions of  the  nandent  may  be  inferred  from  the 
report  of  the  Seoretaiy  of  War,  made  on  tUa 
eabject,  and  by  the  Prendent  communi«tted  ta 
Congress.  I  know,  sir,  that  a  conclusion  migfat 
be  £awn  from  the  silence  of  the  Execative. 
But,  on  so  momentous  a  question,  I  can  leave 
nothing  to  inference.  I  submit,  sir,  that  it  is 
just  and  fair  to  tbe  Chief  Magistrate  to  pro- 
pound a  direct  inquiry,  and  obt^  from  him  a 
direct  reply. 

After  some  further  discusraon  on  the  form  as 
well  as  the  snbstance  of  the  resolution, 

Hr.  Benton  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  to  give  the  Senator  ttam  New  Jermy 
an  opportunity  to  modify  it  80  as  to  call  tot 
oertuQ  qrecific  inl&miation  as  to  ihe  Indian 
intercoorse  law  of  1809 ;  bat  the  motion  was 
negatived — 16  to  25. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  tiie  adoption 
of  the  resolntiim,  and  dedded  in  the  affirmative : 
yeas  48  n«ys  8. 

1^  Pott  Office  Department. 
Tbe  Senate  then  took  up  the  following  reso* 
Intion  of  Hr.  Gbundt,  as  modified  by  ICr. 
LiTiNQSTON,  viz : 

lUtotved,  That  the  Select  Committee  appdnted  on  * 
the  fifteenth  day  of  December  last  to  Inquire  into 
the  condition  of  the  Post  OGBce  Department,  are 
not  authorized  to  make  inquiry  into  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  tbe  Postmaster  General  to  make 
any  removals  of  bis  depntieo. 

Mr.  NoBLB  made  some  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution ;  when  the  question  was  taken 
on  its  adoption,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative^ 
as  follows : 

TzjlS. — ^Messrs.  Barnard,  Benton,  Btbb,  Brown, 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  EUis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne, 
Iredell,  Kane,  King,  Uringston,  Foindcxter,  Bobin> 
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PtmMvtent  of  Crime*     ike  DUtrict  of  CtUvmhia. 
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aon,  Sanford,  Smith  of  Hd.,  Smith  of  S.  0.,  Taze- 
wen,  Tpoup,  Tyler,  White,  Woodbupy— 24. 

Kats.— Messrs.  Buion,  Bell,  Baniett,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Foot,  Frtlinghayeen,  Headrieks, 
Hirimes,  Johnson,  Kni^t,  Harks,  Naodain,  Noble, 
BobUnB,  Ruggles,  ^ymonr,  SUsbee,  WebMer,  WO- 


WxmiWDXT,  Febniarj  16. 

Hie  Senate  than  took  up  the  following  reso- 
Intioii,  submitted  jreBteraa^  by  Mr.  LiriNa- 
stoh: 

'*  Betoltei,  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  three 
Boembers,  be  appointed  to  prepare,  and  report,  at 
the  next  sesdon,  a  system  of  and  criminal  law 
for  the  District  of  dolumbia,  and  t»  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  courts  therein." 
* 

On  this  resolution  a  debate  took  place,  which 
lasted  until  near  three  o'clock,  in  wnich  MesBrs. 
IdnNOSToir,  OuAMBEBS,  Websteb,  Foot,  Fob- 
STTH,  Hatkk,  Bibb,  and  Koblb,  took  part. 

After  so  long  a  disonsdon,  the  debate  was 
arreBted  hj  Hr.  Foot,  who  read  a  paragraph 
from  J^erson*s  Manual,  to  show  th^  after  an 
a^oitniment  of  Oongre^  no  committee  could 
ait  in  I2ie  recess,  the  two  bodies  being  dissolved. 
He  moved  to  uy  the  resolution  on  the  table ; 
vhidi  motion  prevailed. 


T^DBSDAT,  Febmary  17. 

J*«iut0»2taryPttnuAfR«nf^2>iMZ2ina,  Gambling 
and  Forgery  t»  the  DUtirict  qf  CobimX>ia. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  crimes  in  the 
IHitrict  Of  Oolnmtds  was  then  takm  up  for  a 
third  reading. 

When  the  Din  had  been  read  through, 

Mr.  EUtir  remarked  that  he  had  not  paid 
that  attention  to  the  bill  which  would  justify 
lita  acting  upon  it  He  thought,  however,  that 
lie  heard  the  clerk  read  a  cfaase  (in  the  12th 
section)  making  it  a  penitentiary  offence  to  send 
A  chaUen^  to  fight  a  duel.  He  asked  that  it 
might  again  be  read. 

[After  the  reading  of  the  12th  section  of  the 
act,  which  ranka  doelling  with  fiUKery  and 
otiier  infamous  crimes,] 

lb.  H.  said  he  was  no  advocate  of  duelling. 
He  would  be  very  glad  if  any  means  conm 
be  devised  to  put  an  end  to  the  practice.  But 
Ids  experience  had  tanght  hfm  that  every 
attempt  to  legislate  unreasonably  upon  that 
■abject  had  only  tended  to  make  the  matter 
worse.  To  daas  it,  as  the  present  bill  did,  with 
tiie  mma  of  perjury  and  its  kindred  offences, 
it  seemed  to  him,  would  be  productive  of  more 
eril  than  benefit  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Oom- 
mittoe  on  the  District  of  Oolmnbia,  to  give  an 
opportunity  for  its  revbal  in  this  particular. 

Mr.  WooDBUST  observed  that  there  was 
another  clause  in  the  bill  which  to  him  seemed 
rather  eztraordinur.  It  was  that  which  made 


the  offence  of  gambling  punishable  by  confine- 
ment Id  the  penitentiary.  He  wished,  if  the 
bill  should  be  recommitted,  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  this  clause. 

Mr.  Chahbsbs  said,  the  clause  alluded  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Hatnb,)  that  of  duelling,  had  met  tlie  attention 
of  the  oommittee,  and  Uie  force  of  some  of  the 
objections  had  bMn  felt  In  his  own  view  of 
the  snbjectL  the  most  ol^ectionable  clause  was 
that  in  relation  to  testimony  in  relation  to 
duels,  where  witnesses  were  called  upon  in 
cases  of  pr(»ecutions  for  duels.  He  could  not 
say  that  this  was  entirely  reconcilable  with  his 
views  of  right ;  but,  with  regard  to  classing 
this  crime  with  others  of  an  infamous  charac- 
ter, it  was  conceived  that  the  most  effectual  way 
of  destroying  those  fatal  ideas  which  honorable 
and  high-minded  men  eutertdned  of  the  prac- 
tice, was  to  degrade  it,  and  place  it  on  a  level 
with  crimes  of  the  most  infamous  hue.  This 
course,  it  was  believed,  would  do  more  to  exter- 
minate this  fell  evil  from  the  land  than  any 
other.  It  was  .deigned  to  assign  it  that  low 
and  d^|raded  rank,  in  crimes,  which  should 
make  It  infSunous.  and  thus  save  the  honorable 
and  high-minded  portiou  of  mankind  from 
participating  in  it  It  was  evident  to  the  com- 
mittee that  nothing  but  pnblic  sentiment  could 
correct  this  great  evil ;  and  if  it  was  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  that  the  providon  of  the  bill  waa 
inexpedient,  it  would  be  shown  by  voting  for 
its  recommittal. 

The  view  trften  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  (Mr.  Woodbubt)  on  the  penalty  for 
certain  kinds  of  gambling,  also  deserved  some 
consideration.  He  could,  however,  inform  that 
gentieman  Uiat  tiie  prOTidon  was  not  entirely 
a  new  one.  He  instanced  a  case  in  his  own 
State,  (Maryland,)  where  an  individual  had 
been  incarcerated  in  the  penitentiary  for  this 
crime.  In  relation  to  the  evidence  of  tids 
crime,  also,  it  was  wdl  known  that  it  was 
difficult  to  procure  it  by  auy  other  means  than 
throogh  those  who  were  wemselvcs  the  vic- 
tims, and  were  entrapped  in  the  toils  of  the 
gambler. 

Mr.  0.  said,  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
to  recommit  the  bill,  he  should  not  strenuously 
oppose  it,  though  he  thought,  as  the  subject 
was  now  before  tiie  Senate,  its  features  could 
be  regulated  ther& 

Mr.  Woodbubt  said,  in  relation  to  the  clause 
which  he  h^  alluded  to,  that  of  maldng  gam- 
bling a  pemtentiary  offence,  he  would  only 
remark,  that  in  the  State  which  he  had  the 
honor  m  part  to  represent,  and,  indeed,  in  all 
the  Eastern  States,  where  it  was  conceded  that 
the  people  were  as  strict  in  their  moral  views 
and  fecJings  as  in  any  part  of  the  world,  the  crime 
in  question  was  only  punishable  by  fine.  It 
might  be,  that  in  other  parts,  where  the  evil 
waa  more  prevalent,  stronger  punishments  were 
requisite.  Of  tiiis  he  would  not  ijretend  to 
indge ;  though,  in  most  of  the  constitutions  of 
Uie  Eastern  and  northern  States  to  whioh  ha 
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had  adverted,  a  olaoae  was  inserted  declaring 
that  no  new  or  iuor^nate  pnidabinenta  sbonld 
be  inflicted. 

Mr.  PonrDBZTEB  said  that  he  was  not  an 
advocate  for  duelling.  He  referred  to  tiie  laws 
of  the  Beveral  States  upoD  the  subject ;  to  those 

New  York,  Virginia,  and  he  belieTOd  Korth 
Carolina.  In  those  States  the  penalty  for 
duelling  was  diaqualifieatioa  from  office,  and 
officers  were  required  to  take  an  oath  that  they 
had  not  been,  and  woald  not  be,  engaged  in  a 
duel.  This  was  as  far  aa  any  of  the  States 
went  in  their  enactments  on  the  subject.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Karyland,  said  Mr. 
P.,  must  be  aware  that  the  most  distinguished, 
^e  most  honorable,  and  high-minded  men  in 
this  or  any  other  country  had  been  involved  in 
duels ;  and  he  asked  if  there  was  not  reason  to 
fear  that  the  suppression  of  the  praotioe  would 
lead  to  a  worse  result,  the  introduction  of  the 
■tiletto.  If  duelling  were  rendered  infamona 
or  impraotioaUe,  would  not  men  find  it  neces- 
sary to  wear  a  dirk  to  defend  themselves  from 
insidtf  If  a  man  of  independent  mind  and 
honorable  feelings  partook  of  none  of  the  charac- 
teilsMcs  of  a  bully,  he  would  still  defend  his 
honor  at  any  hazard.  He  asked  if  such  a  result 
had  not  been  seen  in  Virmnia,  where  penalties 
had  been  imposed  upon  uie  practice.  He  did 
not  advert  to  that  State  with  any  feelings  of 
dbrespect ;  far  from  it ;  for  there  were  men 
who  held  it  creditable  to  be  tenacious  of  their 
honor.  But  be  believed  that  the  enactment  of 
severe  penalties  would  have  the  tendency  of 
oompeUiog  men  to  resoi't  to  the  knife  to  redress 
their  personal  wrongs.  In  legislating  for  the 
District  of  Oolnmbia,  Congress  ahould  not  go 
fiirtber  than  any  of  the  States  have  gone.  Be 
was  in  any  event  opposed  to  ranking  this 
offence  with  the  most  infamous  of  crimes. 

Ur.  FsELmomrrsEN  said  he  should  oppose 
the  recommitment  of  this  bill.  If  no  other 
oonsideration  had  done  so,  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleinan  from  Hississippi  (Mr.  Poinsexteb) 
liad  convinced  him  of  the  propriety  of  its  pro- 
visions. He  was  ready  to  grant  that  high- 
minded  and  honorable  men  had  given  counte- 
nance by  their  example  to  this  barbarous  usage. 
Bat  would  any  man,  in  this  age,  contend  that 
it  was  essential  to  resort  to  the  pistd  or  the 
stUette  to  aven^  personal  ii\]ariesf  He  ap- 
proved of  this  biU,  and  thia  mode  of  legislating 
upon  this  subject.  It  was  s^ing  to  these  high- 
minded  and  honorable  men,  if  you  persist  in 
this  infamous  practioe,  we  must  shAw  you  that 
there  is  a  power  stronger  than  your  false  notions 
of  honor.  It  is  found  in  the  laws  of  your 
country ;  and  the  result  of  your  perseverance 
must  lead  to  disgrace,  degradation,  and  infamy. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  was  about  to  state,  before  be 
heard  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Misns- 
sippi,  (Mr.  PoiNDBXTBB,)  what  his  own  experi- 
ence had  taught  him  on  this  sut^ect  In  the 
State  which  he  had  tba  honor  In  part  to  repre- 
sent, the  only  wfty  to  put  down  the  practice 
hod  been  found  to  be  to  brand  the  act  with 


infamy.  %uoh  measures  had  been  taken,  and  it 
had  had  the  demred  effect  It  would  doubtless 
have  tbe  effect  here ;  for  when  Uie  le^slatera 
of  the  country  put  their  seal  of  condemnation 
upon  it — when  the  yonth  saw  that  their  fatben 
and  lerislators  were  bent  on  patting  it'  down, 
it  would  soon  grow  into  diar^mte,  and  fall  un- 
der the  predominance  of  correct  sentiments. 
In  trying  the  experiment  in  the  State  cS  Kew 
Jersey,  it  was,  indeed,  fo\md  necessary  to  show 
that  the  pdns  and  penalties  enacted  a^nst  the 
offence  were  meant  to  be  enforced.  But  when 
this  was  discovered,  and  the  brand  of  infamy 
was  ^xed  to  the  crime,  it  had,  in  a  measure, 
ceased  to  exist ;  it  had  had  the  effect  of  correct- 
ing the  public  sentiment.  It  is  such  an  evil,  said 
Mr.  F.,  as  every  good  man  should  unite  his  influ- 
ence and  his  interest  in  correcting.  Hr.  F. 
said,  in  commencing  the  operatioi^of  the  correo- 
tive  in  New  Jersey,  fears  of  scmie  of  the  evils 
predicted  by  the  gentleman  did  seem  to  be 
pnsdfled.  But  now,  rinoe  it  had  been  rendered 
infamous,  if  the  crime  was  ever  committed,  it 
was  done  by  stealth  only. 

Mr.  LivrNGexoN  said,  the  difficulty  here  en- 
countered in  this  bill  was  a  proof  that  it  had 
been  hastily  drawn,  and  had  not  received  that 
attention  and  digestion  which  it  required.  Of 
this  be  was  before  Ailly  aware,  wnen  he  had 
submitted  his  proposition  of  yesterday,  which 
had  been  laid  upon  the  table.  He  had  not 
intended,  however,  to  have  interfered  with  the 
progress  of  the  bill  by  making  a  single  remark. 
But  since  a  motion  had  been  made,  on  which 
he  must.^ve  a  vote,  he  would  make  a  few  ex- 
planatory ohserraUous. 

Mr.  L.  arid  there  was,  perha^  no  subject  in 
criminal  jorispmdence,  on  which  so  many  in- 
considerate steps  had  been  taken,  as  that  now 
under  discussion.  Existing  laws  punish  all 
such  offensive  words  aa  come  under  the  apellA- 
tion  of  libels  and  slanders,  but  not  those  minor 
offences  under  the  denomination  oC  insults.  In 
one  case,  the  person  a^^^eved  brings  his 
suit  at  law ;  in  tne  other,  he  sends  a  chulengoL 
The  reason  is  obvious ;  for  these  are  the  only- 
remedies  in  his  power. 

Mr.  L.  here  introduced  a  letter  on  this  subject 
referring  to  tbe  effects  of  the  course  pursaed 
by  the  State  of  Yir^nia,  and  an  advooacr  of 
that  policy  which  renders  duellistB  iuc^ue  of 
holding  office.  In  this,  Hr.  L.  sud  there  warn 
high  authority  for  the  belief  that  the  enact- 
ments of  Virginia  had  been  highly  benefidal. 
Mr,  L.  said  he  differed  from  his  fnmi  from 
Ifississippi,  (Mr.  PoiNDSxran,)  in  tiie  idea  he 
had  advanced  that  the  suppression  of  duelling 
would  introduce  the  use  of  the  stiletto.  It  was 
not  in  the  nature  of  the  American  people  to 
resort  to  such  instrnments.  It  did  not  belong 
to  them.  But  there  was  another  evil  to  be 
feared.  It  was  that  of  impunity ;  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  testimony  in  oases  of  daels,  and 
the  strong  feelings  entertained  by  Jnrors  umn- 
selves  in  exculpation  of  offenders.  The  reason 
,  of  this  was  obviously  that  the  punishment  was 
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•Itt^ther  disproportloiiate  to  the  offence.  Such 
he  conceived  to  be  the  case  in  the  present  bill. 
He  would  &Tor  the  plan  of  disA'anohifane 
ofiSandera,  and  thu  afleoting  their  pride  and 
ambition,  as  the  rarest  mode  of  preventing  the 
commisdon  of  the  offence.  He  should  there- 
fore vote  for  reoommltting  tiie  biU. 

Mr.  Ttlbb  sud  he  confessed  he  had  not  before 
understood  the  full  force  of  this  particnlar  provi- 
non  in  the  bill.  For  his  own  part,  be  was  ftUlj 
persuaded  of  the  inefficacy  and  inadeqnaoj  of  aU 
I^lidation  apon  this  sabject.  The  idea  of  pre- 
Tentxng  duelliog  by  punishments  was  a  Aitile 
one :  and  eoacting  laws  providing  for  shutting  a 
man  up  in  thepeni  tentiair  for  the  offence,  was  an 
absurottj.  Why,  si^d  Mr.  T.,  the  very  motive 
of  the  offender  laughs  at  your  bolts  and  bars ; 
and  shall  he  be  detwred  by  such  a  motive,  while 
he  braves  the,  hannnan's  halter  t 

The  gentleman  mm  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Fbi^ 
uvohuyskn)  had  attributed  the  decrease  of 
the  praotloe  of  duelling  in  his  State  to  ^e  en- 
actments of  the  Legislature;  but  if  that  gentle- 
mui  would  serioouy  reflect  upon  the  matter,  be 
believed  he  would  coincide  with  him  in  attrib- 
ating  the  effect  to  a  deeper  cause  than  any 
influence  of  law.  He  must  also  reply  to  an 
observation  of  his  friend  from  Mississippi,  (Mr. 
FonroKXTXK,)  who  sopposed  that  the  people  of 
the  State  which  he  bad  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent,  were  driven  to  the  use  of  tiie  stiletto 
in  ooDseqnenoe  vi  the  enactments  against  dnel- 
linA 

[Mr.  PoiwmTO  explained.  He  believed 
the  Instanees  were  rare.] 

Mr.  T.  said  they  were  extremely  rare:  he 
had  known  of  none  mnoe  the  enactments  of  the 
law  agunst  duelling.  At  the  time  of  its  enoct- 
vient,  sneh  anticipations  had  been  harbored,  but 
they  proved  to  be  mere  creations  of  the  imag' 
ination.  No  such  results  had  flown  from  it. 
The  operation  of  the  law  had  had  directly  the 
opposite  effect;  and  this  was  felt  by  those 
whom  it  operated  on.  The  fiery  spirit  of  the 
Sonth  would  sometimes  manifest  itself,  said  Mr. 
T.,  in  their  young  men,  and  result  in  a  ohnUenge 
to  fight  a  duel.  His  experience  taught  him 
that  the  oonaeqnence  was  a  greater  degree  of 
urbanity  in  the  intercourse  of  Individuals,  and 
he  ooold  safely  say  ibem  were  less  personal 
difficulties  or  broils  existing  in  the  circles  of 
society  among  his  constituents  than  could  be 
fimnd  elsewhere.  He  could  attribute  it  to  no 
other  cause  than  the  one  he  had  adverted  to. 
If  yon  would  put  down  this  evil,  said  Mr.  T., 
think  not  to  ao  so  by  means  of  punishments. 
Attack  the  standing  of  the  individuals  in  their 
eligibility  to  office,  fuid  you  come  nearer  to  the 
root  of- the  offence.  He  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,  that  to  shut  the  door  to 
offioe,  honor,  and  emolument,  to  the  participa^ 
ton  in  the  offence,  was  the  most  effectual 
meUiod  of  correcting  it  Do  this  and  your 
work  is  aooompUshed. 

Hr.  T.  said  he  should  have  been  wilUng  to 
have  let  the  proviidfm  stand  in  the  bUl  as  it  was 


[Seutb. 

reported,  but  it  certainly  went  further  than  he 
was  aware  of. 

Mr.  Orahbbbs  said,  from  his  present  situa- 
tion in  relation  to  this  bilL  he  telt  somewhat 
embarrassed  and  restr^nc^  in  relation  to  his 
action  upon  it.  The  question  cert^ly  in- 
volved  a  great  principle ;  and  in  order  that  Uie 
views  of  gentiemen  might  be  deliberately 
made  and  calmly  expressed,  in  order  to  give 
ample  time  tor  its  ooosideratiMi,  be  wonld 
move  to  I17  the  bill  on  the  taUe  for  tiie  pres- 
ent. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate 
acyonmed. 


FsmAT,  Fetenaty  IB. 

General  Jj/propriaUon  BiU—J)^l9maUe  Sala- 
rUt  and  Mepeneet. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  general  appropriation 
bill,  with  tiie  amendments  reported  by  the 
Oommittea  at  Finance  of  the  Senate. 

The  rixth  amendment  was  as  follows : 

*'  For  the  outfit  and  salary  of  an  mvoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  plenipotentiary ;  for  the  sala- 
ries of  a  secretary  of  legation ;  of  a  drwoman  and 
a  student  of  languages  at  Gonstantino[&,  and  for 
the  contingent  expeoaea  of  the  legation,  174,000 ; 
that  la  to  say,  for  the  outfit  of  an  envoy  eztraor* 
dlnary  and  miolster  jdeotpotentiary,  $9,000;  for 
salary  of  the  same,  $9,000 ;  for  aakry  of  a  secre- 
tary of  legation,  $2,000;  for  the  salary  of  a  drag- 
oman, $2,600;  for  tbe  salary  of  a  student  of  lan- 
guages, $1,500 ;  for  the  contiogent  expenses  of  the 
le^UoD,  $50,000. 

["For  compensation  to  the  commissiooers  em- 
ployed in  negodaUog  a  treaty  with  tlu  Sublime 
Porte. 

"  To  Charies  Rhtod,  an  outfit  of  $4,B00,  dedncting 
therefrom  whatever  sum  may  have  been  paid  to  him 
for  bis  personal  expenses. 

"To  Charles  Rhind,  David  Offley,  and  James 
Biddle,  at  the  rate  of  $1,600  per  annum  for  the 
time  that  each  of  them  was  engaged  in  the  said  n^ 
gotiation. 

"For  compensation  to  the  commissioners  em- 
ployed on  a  former  occasion  for  a  dmilar  purpose. 

"To  William  U.  Crane  and  David  OfBey,  at  the 
rate  of  $4,000  per  annum  for  tbe  time  that  each 
them  was  engaged  in  tbe  sud  negoUation."] 

Mr.  Tazkwbix  moved  to  strike  out  the  part 
above  included  in  brackets,  and  tlus  motion 
gave  rise  to  a  debatoi  which  occupied  the  Sen- 
ate until  past  four  oVlook,  in  the  course  of 
which  allusion  was  made  to  the  Panama  mis- 
sion, and  the  power  of  the  President  denied  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  ebndude  a  treat7 
without  submitting  to  the  Senate  the  appoint- 
meut,  for  confimu&oD,  at  the  next  ensuing  ses- 
sion after  the  appointment  The  gentiemen 
who  participated  in  the  debate  were  Messrs. 
TAznnnx,  OaAjmxB&  Smith  of  Muyland, 
Bell,  Kanx,  Keso,  and  disFOXD. 
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TOBDAT,  February  22. 
Ths  Turlcith  (hmtniation — Power  of  the  Preti- 
dmt  to  OrifftTMts  Misnont. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ameodments  to  the  bill  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1881 ;  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Kr.  TazbvxUj  and  as  further 
proposed  to  be  amended  1^  Jb.  Sjun,  bring 
tlie  pending  qnestion. 

lu.  TixKinu.  ron  and  addroved  tiie  Senate 
ftS  follows : 

If  I  had  (xmsalted  my  feelings  rather  than  my 
sense  of  duty,  I  certainly  shomd  not  have  made 
the  motion  I  did  a  few  days  dnce,  by  which 
the  discussion  then  commenced  has  been  pro- 
daced.  In  this  disousuon,  the  infirmity  under 
which  I  labor  prevented  me  at  that  time,  and, 
I  fear,  will  still  disable  me  from  doing  j  ustlce  to 
the  subject.  But,  as  I  have  commenced  the 
task,  (however  laborious  and  even  punful  it 
must  be  in  my  present  sitaation,)  I  will  now 
endeavor  to  complete  it,  confiding  In  the  Sen- 
ate, who  well  know  how  I  am  connected  with 
thiB  matter,  and  who  witoess  my  present  con- 
dition, to  pardon  tiiis  tmgrBtefiil  obtnulfHLnpott 
thrir  attention. 

In  moring  to  ezpnnge  that  portion  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  oommittee,  which 
goes  to  provide  for  the  payment  "  an  outfit 
and  Bslaries,"  to  "the  oommiadtmaw,"  ap- 

Cted  as  well  by  the  late  as  by  the  present 
ident,  "  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Sub- 
lime Porte,^'  I  sti^ed  most  ezplicitiy  that  it  was 
not  my  purpose  to  deny  to  these  persons  the 
money  which  the  committee  proposed  to  award 
as  compensation  for  the  services  they  were  snp- 
poaed  to  have  rendered ;  bat  that  my  obj«!t 
was  to  express,  in  this  manner,  my  own  decided 
disapprobation  of  -vhi^  had  been  done  in  this 
'  behalf  aa  well  as  <rf  tihe  mode  in  which  this 
remnneratifu  was  now  pn^Kwed  to  be  awarded 
to  them.  I  said,  that  if  a  bill  having  for  its 
object  the  compensation  of  these  persons, 
diould  be  introdaced  into  the  other  House, 
where  it  ought  to  originate,  and  should  receive 
the  sanction  of  that  body,  such  a  bill  would 
meet  my  cordial  snpport  here,  even  if  it  should 
bwtow  upon  ^ese  mdividoals  more  than  the 
.  committee  proposed  to  allow  them  by  their 
amendment,  lliis  explicit  declaration,  repeated 
more  than  once,  I  had  supposed,  would  have 
protected  me  agtunst  the  imputation  of  the  Sen- 
ate from  Kev  York,  (lb.  Saxiobd,)  which 
was  strongly  implied  in  tiie  qnestion  ne  pro- 
pounded, when  na  so  emphatically  asked  if  I 
mewt  to  claim  to  the  United  States  the  foil 
benefit  of  tiie  labor  and  time  of  these  persona, 
and  deny  to  them  any  egnivalent  therefor.  To 
tiiis  question,  thus  asked,  I  will  again  answer 
with  equal  emphasis,  No.  It  is  not  my  wish  to 
refuse  to  these  men  one  ringle  cent.  So  fiur 
from  it,  inconsiderable,  nay,  doubtful,  as  I  be- 
lieve the  benefits  to  be,  which  they  are  sup- 
to  have  rendered,  yet  I  will  go  hand  in 
with  the  Senator  from  Hew  York,  or  any 
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other,  in  awarding  for  their  service,  not  a  mere 
quantum  meruit,  but  a  liberal  and  ample  allow- 
ance for  all  their  time  and  all  their  labor,  na^, 
even  for  their  honest  though  mistaken  efforts  m 
this  regard. 

Having  said  thus  much,  I  must  take  the  lib- 
erty of  signifying  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York  the  very  wide  distinction  (wbidi 
to  my  own  mind  is  quite  obvious)  between 
aach  a  voluntary  award  of  compensation  to 
t])OBevho  intended  well  and  acted  honestiy, 
and  voting  an  appropriation  of  money,  upon 
the  application  of  the  Exeontive,  in  memp* 
tion  of  the  faith  of  the  State^  said  to  be  pledged 
by  those  who  I  cannot  agree  had  any  anthori^ 
so  to  commit  it.  One  would  be  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  a  debt,  of  a  demand  of  strict  jns- 
tioe,  which,  although  Congress  may  have  the 
physical  power,  they  have  not  the  moral  right 
to  reluse.  The  other  is  a  mere  application  to 
our  eouity,  not  addressing  itself  in  any  way  to 
our  plighted  faith.  One  is  a  common  exercise 
of  our  power  of  appropriation,  connected  with, 
nothing  but  the  special  merits  d  the  particolar 
case,  and  oonstitntii^  no  obUgatory  precedent 
for  any  other  even  cn  alike  kind.  The  other  is 
a  direct  saneticaL  of  what  I  believe  to  be  an  un- 
constitutional act  of  the  Executive,  and  a  volun- 
tary abandonment  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  of 
its  rights  and  privileges.  One  node  of  pro- 
oeedi^  would  ninUah  to  the  other  Honse  all 
tiie  facts  existing  In  the  case,  and  necessary  to 
a  correct  exercise  of  their  discretion  over  it. 
The  other  is  well  calculated  to  mislead  that 
body,  by  holding  oat  the  idea  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  persons  for  whom  compensation  is 
thns  provided,  has  received  the  confirmation  of 
tiie  Eienate ;  and  that  the  public  futh  is  tiiere- 
by  pledged  to  awwd  to  them  the  allowance 
cnstomary  upon  sntdi  ooea^na. 

The  Senate  cannot  &il  to  nnderstand  tho 
broad  dii^renoe  between  the  two  cases ;  and, 
whatever  may  be  their  opinion  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  principles  npon  which  this  distinc- 
tion depends,  they  will  nevertheless  see  in  the 
distinction  itself  tiie  reasons  for  the  course  I  am 
disposed  to  pursue.  This  course  will  lead  me 
to  co-operate  willingly  with  the  most  liberal,  in 
awarding  compensation  to  these  individuals  for 
what,  they  have  done,  whenever  that  subject 
shsll  be  broaght  properly  before  me,  but  will 
not  permit  me  to  vote  one  omt,  in  uie  mode 
now  nere  prq;>oeed. 

If  any  Senator,  ^d  ICr.  T.,  aball  concur  with 
me  in  the  opinion  I  have  thns  expressed,  that 
the  power  which  has  been  eznwaed  by  tbo 
President  upon  this  occadon  Is  not  granted,  bnt 
forbidden  to  him  by  the  constitution;  and  that 
its  exercise  has  been  in  fiagrant  violation  of  the 
rights  and  privil^es  of  this  body,  conferred 
upon  it  for  the  wisest  purposes,  then  I  know 
that  my  motion  will  receive  support.  Bat  if  a 
majority  of  the  Senate  shall  differ  from  me  in 
this  opinion,  it  will  be  rejected  as  it  ought  to 
be.  In  any  event,  however,  I  shall  have  the 
i  satisfiMtion  of  bringing  thb  mndi  vexed  qoee- 
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tioa  to  a  eonoluaion.  Presented  as  it  now  is,  it 
most  be  dedded  one  way  or  the  other.  There 
etiata  no  mode  of  eluding  it  It  is  the  convic- 
tion of  this  vhioh  ^ves  to  the  present  discna- 
sion  all  the  interest  it  has  for  me ;  and  which 
alone  conid  have  induced  me  to  trespass  upon 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  at  this  time. 

It  has  now  been  so  long  since  I  presented  to 
the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  facte  existing  in 
this  cose,  oi^  of  which  the  qaestions  I  mean  to 
discuss  arise,  that  it  seems  necessary  to  preface 
what  I  have  to  say  a  brief  recital  of  them 
again,  that  none  may  soppoee  I  am  about  to 
waste  your  time  bj  an  idle  dissertation  upon 
some  mere  abstract  propoaition^  which,  whether 
true  or  Abe,  is  of  little  ooosequenoe  to  the 
ooontTT'.  I  hope,  thereCore,  that  the  Senate 
win  fiiTor  me  with  their  attention,  whOe  I  re^ 
peat  th»  statement  formerly  (^ven. 

Between  the  Ottoman  empire  and  the  United 
States  no  political  connection,  or  diplomatic  re- 
ligion of  any  kind,  ever  existed,  from  the  hoar 
which  gave  birth  to  this  republic  as  an  inde- 
pendent eorereignty,  nntil  tiie  year  1829.  It 
IB  troA,  ineffectual  attempts  were  made  to  es- 
tablish such  relations  and  connections,  by  both 
the  Adamsea  while  they  presided  in  our  Oot- 
emment.  But  the  ^ort  of  the  elder  Adams, 
altboagh  flvproved  by  flie  Senate,  failed,  by 
reason  of  ttie  refusal  of  the  minister  appoint^ 

Mm  to  aooqtt  Us  appotatment)  nid  the  sub- 
sequent abandonment  of  this  scheme  by  those 
with  whom  it  originated.  And  the  secret  ef- 
forts of  the  late  I^oaident  to  establish  such  re- 
lations, witiioat  the  advice  or  knowledge  of  the 
Sen^  also  ^ed,  for  reasons  recently  disclos- 
ed to  tiiis  body,  to  which  I  will  not  now  make 
any  further  allusion.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  desires  of  these  Presidents,  however,  the 
fact  is  undoubted,  as  I  have  stated  it  to  be,  that 
nntil  the  year  1829  there  never  was  any  con- 
nection or  relation  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Sublime  Porte,  more  than  now  exists 
between  the  former  and  the  empires  of  China 
and  Japan. 

In  wis  state  of  things,  on  the  19th  day  of 
September,  1829,  and  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  the  present  President  caused  letters 
patent  to  be  expedited  from  the  Department  of 
State,  signed  by  his  own  proper  hand,  and  an- 
thentioated  by  the  great  seal  of  the  United 
States,  whereby  he  commissioned  the  three 
persons  named  in  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  committee  to  be  commismoners  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  thereby  endowed  them 
with  plenipotentiary  powers  to  n^otiate  a 
treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  the 
Ottoman  Porte. 

I  beg  the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind  that  this 
anUioritj  was  not  oonfbrred  upon  tiiese  persons 
by  any  private  letter  or  warrant  written  by  a 
Beeretary,  and  intended  for  their  own  guidance 
and  governance  merely ;  but  that  it  purports  to 
be  granted  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  himself  is 
oommimicated  to  them  by  letters  patent,  nnder 
his  owi  ngnatnre,  authenticated  by  the  great 


seal  of  the  United  States,  addressed  to  all  whom 
they  might  concern,  designed  to  be  exhilnted 
to  we  io^tection  of  a  foreign  sovereign,  and  to 
be  exchanged  ag^nst  dmilar  powers  to  be 
granted,  by  him  to  others  who  might  «qaalfy 
possess  his  confidence.  To  whomsoever  this 
se^  was  shown,  it  proved  itself.  When  reoog- 
mzed  by  any  sovereipu,  it  entitied  those  who 
bore  the  commission  it  authenticated,  to  all  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  accorded  to 
the  nunisters  of  any  potentate  on  earth ;  and 
authorized  them  to  pledge  the  faith  and  honOT 
of  this  nation  to  the  performance  of  any  act 
within  the  scope  of  the  fhll  power  it  purported 
to  iKBtow.  This  is  the  chvaoter  of  the  oom- 
misraon  granted  by  the  Prerident  upon  the  pre** 
ent  ocoaaon,  a  o(^y  of  which  la  now  upon  our 
files. 

In  pursnanoe  of  this  oommiBslon,  and  of  the 
instructions  tiiat  accompanied  it,  Mr.  Rhind, 
one  of  the  commissioners,  proceeded  from  New 
York  (where  he  then  was)  to  Constantinople. 
The  other  two  commiasioaers  were  already  near 
the  scene  of  action ;  one  of  them  being  the 
commander  of  our  squadron  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean Sea^  and  the  other  a  commercial  aoent  of 
the  Unitm  States,  resident  at  Smyrna.  Arrived 
at  Oonstaotim^le,  Mr.  Bhind  exhibited  his  com- 
mission to  the  Sultan,  was  reo^ved  and  aoered- 
ited  as  the  representative  of  the  United  States, 
and  his  propoBfll  to  negotiate  a  tna^  was  atv 
cepted.  Other  ndidatert,  clothed  with  equal 
authority,  were  then  appointed  by  the  Tnrkiah 
monarch,  to  confer  with  him  upon  this  aubjeob 
They  met,  exchanged  their  powers,  and  began 
the  businesa  of  negotiation.  This  was  termi- 
nated by  a  treaty,  ^ioh,  altiiough  it  bears  date 
early  in  May,  1830, 1  will  presentiy  show  was 
not  completed  until  several  weeks  afterwards. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  met  on  the 
first  Monday  in  December,  1829,  and  continued 
in  session  until  the  last  Monday  (being  the  81st 
day)  of  May,  1880.  Daring  this  whde  period, 
no  information  of  these  ^pointments  was  ever 
communicated  to  this  body,  nor  were  they  at 
any  time  consulted,  in  any  ivtm  whatevn',  as 
to  tiie  pn^rie^  m  institoting  this  mlssioo. 
The  Messt^  of  the  President  to  both  Housea, 
at  thfe  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Cod* 
gross,  in  announcing  that  n  treaty  had  been  en- 
tered into  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  gave  the 
first  intimation  to  any  Senator,  that  any  nego- 
tiation had  ever  been  had  with  that  power. 

Sach  are  the  facts  existing  in  this  case,  as 
every  member  of  the  Senate  well  knows; 
and,  by  these  facts,  these  two  questions  are  pre- 
sented :  Did  the  President  possess  any  author- 
ity to  institote  such  an  original  mission  during 
the  recess,  and  without  the  advioe  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  ?  And  if  he  did,  was  it  not  his 
hounden  duty  to  have  nominated  to  the  Smate 
at  their  next  season  the  persons  he  had  so  ap- 
pointed during  tiie  recess  t 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  committee, 
proporing,  OS  it  does,  to  give  as  Mtfit  and  sal- 
aries,"  to  tbese  "  comudadraen "  thus  i^h 
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Sointed,  is  a  direct  affirmation  of  the  Pres- 
ent's aoUiorit;'  so  to  appoint  them,  and  an  ap- 
prohation  of  his  course  in  witUiolding  all 
knowledge  of  their  ^pointmenta  from  the  Sen- 
ate. Hioi,  the  propodtiim  involved  in  my 
motion  ia,  wiU  the  Bmate  sanction  this  nsnipa- 
tion  of  antbority,  wMdi  has  been  thtu  exer- 
cised in  flagrant  derogation  of  their  rights! 
This  is  the  question ;  and  it  is  vain  for  ns  to 
seek  to  hide  it  from  onrselves.  A  power  baa 
been  exerted  hy  the  I^ident  wiUiout  onr  ad- 
vice and  consent ;  and  he  now  comes  here,  ask- 
ing an  appropriation  of  monej,  as  the  pledge 
of  onr  acqhiescence  in,  and  approbation  of,  that 
which  he  has  bo  done.  Onght  we  to  grant  the 
application  which  has  this  object  t  I  pray  the 
Senate  to  consider  the  matter  well,  before  they 
agree  thus  volantarily  and  forever  to  sorrender 
their  hi^est  privilege,  conferred  upon  them  by 
Hie  oonstitation  for  tbo  wisest  pnrposes. 

Before  I  undertake  to  examine  the  qnestiona 
I  have  stated,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  nature  and  character  of  what  is 
supposed  by  some  to  be  the  "  trifling  "  power 
'  which  has  been  exerted  upon  this  occasion. 

If  the  President  alone,  witbont  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may  ori^ate  a 
mission  to  a  State  with  which  we  have  never 
before  had  any  polltioal  oonnectaon  or  diplomat- 
ic intercourse,  all  must  concede  that  he  inay 
oomponnd  that  misrion  of  what  materials  he 
may  think  proper.  If  he  may  d6q>atoh  one 
Minister,  he  has  the  same  authority  to  send 
three,  as  he  has  done^  m  five,  as  was  done  in 
the  negotiations  at  Ghent,  or  so  many  more  as 
he  maj  tbink  fit  The  same  power  he  possess- 
es  to  send  Ministers,  he  must  also  possess  to 
aooompany  them  with  snob  and  so  many  secre- 
■tazles,  interpreters,  students  of  languages,  and 
other  attacb6s  as  in  his  discretion  be  may  Jndge 
nseM  to  his  new  l^ation.  And  if  he  may  ap- 
point all  these,  doubtless  he  may  contract  with 
all  and  eat^  of  the  members  of  this  newly  re- 
cruited corps  dipUmatique,  as  to  the  quantum 
of  the  compensation  to  be  paid  for  their  ser- 
vices.  Thus  he  will  have  an  unlimited  power 
to  pledge  the  pnbUo  revenue  to  any  extent  be 
maj  ohoose.  We  shfdl  then  have  these  strange 
anomalies  in  oar  Govanunent,  that  the  fresi- 
dent,  who  cannot  tonoh  one  cent  even  of  his 
own  salary  withont  the  consent  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  may,  nevertheless,  by  his  own  act, 
properly  create  any  charge  upon  the.  Treasury 
in  favor  of  anomer,  which  be  may  think 
proper;  and  althongb,  as  to  onr  long-estab- 
udied  and  approve  diplomatic  connections, 
the  President  must  not  enlarge  the  establish- 
ments fixed  by  Congress,  yet,  as  to  ail  new  re- 
lations, bis  own  disoretion  is  the  only  check 
npon  his  own  will. 

Nor  is  this  all.  If  the  President  alone,  with- 
out the  advice  and  oonsent  of  tibe  Senate,  may 
originate  a  new  mission  to  Turkey,  a  power 
with  which  the  Uidted  States  never  had  any 
political  connection  or  di|domatic  relation,  he 
oert^nly  must  have  the  same  authority  as  to 


any  other  State.  Then,  the  moment  the  Senate 
a^jonms,  be  may  adopt  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Rbind,  contained  in  one  of  the  letters  now  on 
your  table,  which  has  been  read,  and  deipatdi 
a  troop  of  diplomatists  to  Armenia,  imd  another 
to  Fema,  on  miscdons  to  which  I  am  very  con- 
fident the  Senate  would  never  give  ihwr  advice 
or  consent.  If  the  matter  sho^d  end  here,  «1- 
though  I,  and  the  very  few  others  who  still 
think  as  I  do,  might  regret  this  nuexpeeted  ex- 
tension of  Executive  patronage,  and  usel^ 
waste  of  the  public  treasure,  yet  it  wonld  not 
be  productive  probably  of  mndi  other  poutive 
miscluef  at  present.  But  it  might  not  end 
here. 

Sir,  we  live  in  strange  times.  Revolutions 
of  Government,  and  the  dismemberment  of  em- 
pires, events,  which  formerly  were  almost  <^ 
as  rare  occurrence  in  the  political  world,  as 
tiiose  terrible  convnl^mu  of  the  natural  world, 
which  sometimes  have  shaken  to  its  centre 
the  globe  we  inhabit,  have  of  late  become  quite 
common  incidents.  We  now  feel  surprised  if 
oar  newspapers  do  not  ftimish  us^  daily,  with 
the  details  of  some  sanguinary  civil  conflict,  of 
some  new  change  in  long-establiahed  Govern- 
ments, or  of  some  divulsion  of  ancient  States 
and  empires.  Old  dominions  are  almost  homrly 
tottering  to  their  downfall,  and  new  sovereign- 
ties, spnnging  (rom  their  mln,  are  claiming  to 
be  re<ragnized  as  independent  members  of  the 
neat  fkuily  of  nations.  At  such  a  season  as 
uiia,  while  the  thundw  rolls  and  the  lightning 
deama  in  the  distance  only,  it  becomes  us  to 
look  well  to  the  ship  in  which  our  all  is  em-' 
barked.  Oar  coon  try  expects  every  man  to  do 
his  duty ;  and  the  first  doty  she  enjoins  is  m 
futiifbl  observance  of  the  mandates  of  her  con- 
stitution. If  the  President  alone,  without  con- 
sulting either  House  of  Congress,  may  institute 
an  original  mission  to  Turkey,  so  he  may  to 
Greece,  to  Egypt,  to  Belgium,  or  to  Poland. 
Now  we  all  know,  not  only  what  might  be,  but 
oertunly  wonld  be,  the  result  of  this.  It 
would  be  just  cause  of  war,  and  the  United 
States  would  at  once  be  involved  in  that  dread- 
tal  conflict  which  seems  but  to  wait  the  return 
of  spring  to  deluge  Europe  once  more  with 
blood,  and  to  threaten  the  repose  of  all  Chris- 
tendom, perhaps  of  all  the  world.  Here,  then, 
wonld  be  another  anomaly  in  onr  Government ; 
for  while  Congress  alone  is  authorized  by  the 
constitution  to  declare  war,  by  the  mere  exer- 
cise of  tliis  "  trifling  "  power  of  despatching  a 
Minister  to  a  new  State,  tiie  President  alone 
would  be  authorized  to  bring  about  that  very 
state  of  things  which  the  wise  authors  of  that 
instrument  certaialy  intended  to  commit  to  the 
discretion  of  Congress  only. 

Snoh  is  the  nature,  and  such  may  be  the  ef- 
fects, of  the  trifling "  power  that  has  been 
exerted  by  the  Preudent  upon  this  occasion, 
and  whiou  we  are  now  asked  to  approve,  to 
sanctify,  and  so  to  perpetuate  in  hini  and  his 
successes.  Let  me  not  be  told,  as  has  been 
more  than  insinuated  by  some,  that  this  vast 
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power  will  be  lodged  ia  the  discretion  of 
the  President;  and  that  we  should  have  so 
mnoh  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  Tirtoe  of 
this  officer,  as  to  believe  ibat  the  power  will 
not  be  abased  or  exercised  indiscreetly.  Sir,  I 
UdTer  have  bad,  and  I  never  can  have,  bo  mncb 
confidence  in  any  President  as  willingly  to  con- 
fide to  his  ancbecked  discretion  any  important 
power,  witii  even  a  hope  that,  it  will  not  he 
abused.  It  is  in  the  natare  of  man  to  oovet 
power,  and  to  abuse  that  which  he  has,  in  or- 
cLer  to  acquire  more ;  and,  of  all  forms  of  Oov- 
emment,  this  elective  monarchy  of  ours  is  least 
calcnlated  to  repress  this  natural  proclivity  of 
its  temporary  ehi^,  especially  if  he  deares  to 
retain  bis  place  for  another  term.  Confidence 
in  the  discretion  of  their  Executive  has  ever 
been  the  bane  of  republics,  from  the  earliest 
day ;  and  I  speak  in  the  spirit  of  our  own  oon- 
Btitation  when  I  say  that,  instead  of  sncb  con- 
fidence, it  inculcates  distrust  in  every  line. 
Under  the  influence  of  this  q>irit,  I  denied  the 
claim  to  this  identical  power,  when  it  was  as- 
serted by  the  immediate  predepessor  of  the  pres- 
ent incumbent  of  the  Presidential  chair ;  and 
under  the  same  influence  I  now  deny  it  to  him. 
In  the  discreet  exercise  of  all  the  powers  con- 
Arred  apoa  him  by  the  ooiutitntum,  he  ever 
haa  bad,  and  ever  shall  have,  mj  dnoere  and 
cordial  snpport ;  bat  whenever  he  ovmstops  tiie 
Vmit  there  presoribed,  I  will  oppose  his  lawless 
acta  with  the  same  zeal  and  freedom  I  have 
ever  heretofore  manifested  upon  other  like  oc- 
casions. Has  he  done  so  in  the  instance  before 
us  f  Ttiis  is  the  question  to  which  I  now  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  President,  whatever  may  be  the  opinions 
of  some  as  to  the  inherent  powers  supposed  to 
be  enjoyed  by  this  body,  or  some  other  de- 
partments  of  this  Government,  I  think  we 
must  all  agree  tiiat  the  Execntive  has  no  such 
Snherent  or  imdefined  anthority.  All  bis  pow- 
en  must  be  derived  under  some  express  grant 
contained  in  iJie  oonatitntion.  Inherent  power 
in  him  wonld  be  bnt  a  conrtly  term  to  denote 
iven^ative ;  and  the  exercise  of  any  ungrant- 
ed  authority  by  bim  is  nothing  else  than  mere 
iisnrpation.  Let  as  then  turn  to  the  charto', 
and  see  if  that  contains  the  concession  of  any 
snob  power  as  has  been  here  exerted. 
■  It  is  true  that  the  first  section  of  the  second 
.article  of  the  constitution  vests  in  the  I^^dent 
**  the  Executive  power ; "  and  equally  true  that 
the  power  which  has  been  exercised  upon  this 
occasion,  is  properly  an  Executive  power.  There- 
fore, if  there  was  no  other  provision  in  the  con- 
atitntion  upon  the  aatfject  thaa  tfala,  no  doubt 
-wonld  exist  that  the  President  was  antboiized 
to  do  that  which  fae  has  done.  But  the  consti- 
tution does  not  stop  here.  Very  soon  after  this 
general  grant  of  the  Execntive  power,  and  in 
tiie  next  section  of  the  same  article  which  con- 
tains the  grant,  the  constitution  proceeds  to 
obeck  and  restrain  the  power  so  granted,  by 
|wescribing  the  manner  in  which  alone  the 
fraddent  must  exercise  it.    Thus,  in  the 
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second  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  this 
same  second  article,  it  declares  that  "  be  shall 
have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur :  "  and 
then,  that  "  he  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  ap- 
point, ambassadors,  other  publio  ministers  and 
consuls,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  ap- 
pointments are  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law." 
Hence,  it  is  obvious,  that,  although  the  Execu- 
tive power  is  vested  in  the  Presiaent  alone,  he 
is  expressly  inhibited  from  m^ing  treaties^  0f 
Indeed  that  is  an  Executive  power,)  or  appoint- 
ing to  any  office  of  the  United  States,  (which 
oertunly  is  such,)  without  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  But  the  officers  in  ques- 
tion never  have  been  nominated  to  the  Senate, 
nor  has  this  body  advised  or  consented  to  their 
appointment  in  any  way ;  therefore,  the  act  of 
the  President  in  conferring  these  appointments 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  can  de-. 
rive  no  sanction  or  support  from  this  part  of 
the  constitution. 

If  this  act  can  be  Justified  at  all,  its  justifioa^ 
tion  must  be  aooght  for  in  the  next  paragnmh 
of  the  same  section,  which  deoteres  that  **uie 
Preddent  shall  have  power  fill  np  all  vaoancoes  . 
that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at 
the  end  of  their  next  session.**  This  is  the  only 
part  of  the  constitution  which  haa  affinity  to, 
or  connection  with,  the  power  in  question. 
Let  me  then  inquire  whether  the  dedrad  justi- 
fication can  be  found  here. 

The  general  rale  is  such,  as  I  have  read  it 
from  the  Constitution,  that  appointments  to 
ofBce  must  be  made  by  tbo  President  "  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate." 
Under  this  rule,  the  Prendent  alone  has  no 
more  authority  to  appoint  without  nominating 
to  the  Senate,  than  tne  Senate  have  to  advise 
the  appointment  of  one  not  nominated  by  him. 
The  exception  to  this  rule  is  conttdned  in  the 
danse  I  have  just  read.  But  to  bring  the  case 
within  the  purview  of  this  exception,  and  so  to 
take  it  out  of  the  operation  of  the  rule,  these 
three  things  must  occur  :  There  must  be  a  va- 
cancy— this  vacancy  must  have  happened — and 
this  bappening  must  have  taken  place  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate.  Unless  all  these  things 
concur,  the  President  can  find  no  support  for  the 
power  he  has  exercised,  in  this  exception.  Now 
I  undertake  to  show  that,  instead  of  the  con* 
currenoe  of  all  these  events,  not  one  of  them  ex- 
isted on  tbe  lath  day  of  Septemlwr,  1829,  when 
these  appointments  were  nude  by  the  President 
aI(Hie. 

Mr.  President,  as  this  constitution  was  certain- 
ly intended  by  its  anthors  to  be  exhibited  to  the 
people,  to  the  end  that  it  might  be  read  and  un- 
derstood by  them,  in  order  that,  when  understood, 
if  approved,  it  might  be  adopted  by  them,  I  have 
ever  believed  that  the  tme  rale  of  construing 
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it  was  to  give  to  all  its  familiar  terms  their 
popnlar  signification  at  the  time  cf  its  adoption. 
Id  that  eense,  Boch  tenns  were  probablj  first 
wed ;  Id  that  sense,  they  were  certainly  after- 
wards noderstood ;  and,  being  adopted  iD  that 
•ease,  iimr  Ngnificatlon  sboold  ever  afterwards 
reniain  onchaDged.  If  this  is  Dot  bo,  then  in- 
deed is  the  constitatioa  "  a  mere  Dose  of  wax," 
which  maj  be  pressed  iDtoaay  shape,  not  only 
hj  denying  and  ambiticHiB  statesmen,  bnt  by 
every  driTelUng  philolocist  or  mooo-strack 
metwhysicisD  who  maj  dioose  to  amtise  him- 
aelf  by  a  dissertation  i^on  the  evw-vaiying 
meaaing  of  words. 

Trying  the  provision. I  am  now  considering 
by  tlus  mle,  I  ask  of  every  honorable  Senator 
here  present,  if  any  doubt  ever  did  exist  among 
the  people  of  the  State  he  represents,  as  to  the 
meaniDg  of  the  terms  "  vacancy  in  offioe.** 
Throo^ont  onr  whole  hmd,  their  meaning  was 
and  is  the  same.  Everywhere,  and  at  all  times, 
except  in  yonder  public  edifices,  they  have  been 
ooostdered  as  denoting  an  actual  exisdng  of&ee, 
which,  having  been  once  filled,  by  smne  cause 
has  aOerwards  lost  its  iocnmbent,  and  is  so 
made  vacant.  The  idea  of  actoal  vacancy,  in 
mere  posuble  offices,  which  never  had  been, 
and  Dever  mi^t  be,  filled,  is  much  too  subtle  to 
have  been  suggested  by  the  wisdom  which  dic- 
tated, and  much  too  refined  for  the  common 
sense  that  adopted,  this  constitation.  Original 
existing  vacancy,  in  non-existing  and  merely 
potentul  offices,  like  original  sin,  is  a  mystery. 
Faith  io  revelation  may  oblige  os  to  adopt  the 
belief  of  the  latter,  bnt  each  sarpasses  the  power 
of  unaided  human  reason ;  and  if  we  yield  as- 
sent to  the  former,  like  good  Oatholios  we  most 
lay,  Credo  ^uia  i$npotwil«  €9L 

If,  however,  any  doubt  could  e:dst  as  to  the 
meaning  of  thus  term  "  vacancy,"  when  regard- 
ed alone,  all  snch  doubts  must  vanish  when  wo 
examine  its  context,  and  consider  it  in  connec- 
tion with  the  other  words  with  which  we  find 
it  here  associated  in  the  constitution.  Accord- 
ing to  these,  it  is  not  every  vacancy  which  the 
President  may  fill  up  without  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  bnt  snch  vacancies  only 
as  "  may  happen ; "  and  which  may  happen  too 
*'  daring  the  recess  of  the  Senate."  Now,  ac- 
cording to  the  common  signification  of  the  term 
happen,  it  is  never  applied  to  denote  certain 
events,  but  it  is  applicable  to  denote  such  occor- 
renoes  only  as  casualty  may  produce,  which  are 
therefore  uther  uaforeseen,  or  if  seen,  as  posn- 
ble  in  themselves,  are  quite  imoertain  as  to  the 
time  of  their  occurrence.  We  diould  not  speak 
reverently  certainly,  should  we  say  that  the  sun 
happens  to  rise,  or  that  the  tides  happen  to 
change.  There  is  nothing  fortuitous  in  these 
events ;  they  are  foreseen,  foreknown,  and  must 
occur,  ODtil  it  pleases  Him  who  has  so  ordained 
to  change  the  order  of  his  own  providence. 
With  as  uttle  propriety  might  we  say  that  our 
chief  magistracy  happens  to  be  elective,  or  the 
tenure  of  our  judicial  offices  happens  to  be  dur- 
ing good  behavior.  These  things  too  are  pre- 


ordained.  Yet  we  may  well  say  of  the  deatli, 
reei^iation,  removal,  or  disabili^  of  an  officer, 
that  it  happens;  beeanse,  even  where  th« 
ev^t  is  certain,  the  time  oF  its  occntxence  is 
unknown  and  noceitain. 

Bnt  if  we  oonld  reCo-  this  Urm  "  luq^eUf** 
wbidi  denotes  casualty  mi^,  to  the  oocomnce 

events  iwe-ordained  the  oonditation  itseU^ 
still  the  n^q>ening  of  sodi  eveata  most  take 
place  during  the  recess  ai  the  Senate,  to  en- 
large the  ceneral  power  of  the  President,  Then, 
if  we  cotuil  adopt  as  real  this  mere  vi^n  of 
existing  vacancy  in  ncm-existing  bnt  pos^ble 
offices,  we  diould  not  aid  him  much  by  snch  a 
subtle  refinement.  Tor  even  if  the  office  always 
existed  potentially,  it  was  always  actually  va- 
cant, until  it  was  (moe  filled;  and  who  can  prop- 
erly aiSrm  of  such  an  original  and  eternal  va- 
cancy, that  it  happened  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  rather  than  during  its  session  f  Unless 
it  h^pened  duriiu  the  recess  of  the  Soiate^ 
however,  the  Frendent  has  no  power  to  fill  it 
np  withont  their  advice  and  cuiWDt. 

Jb,  Preddent,  this  question  is  maek  too  im^ 
portent,  as  I  uve  shown,  I  think,  for  me  to 

rirmit  it  to  rest  even  here.  "What  I  have  said, 
should  consider  as  sufficient  upcm  any  ordinary 
occasion ;  but  I  will  endeavor  to  make  it  so 
plain,  that  there  shall  not  remain  a  loop  whereon 
to  hang  a  doubt. 

It  is  a  sound  and  obvioos  rule  for  the  con- 
stmction  ot  every  instrument,  that  where  the 
same  words  are  repeated  in  it,  tiiey  must  always 
receive  the  same  interpreti^on.  Therefore, 
whenever  we  can  fix  their  ugnification  beyond 
doubt,  in  any  one  instance,  that  meaning  must 
ever  aftwwarda  be  attached  to  them,  when 
they  again  occur,  nnlesathe  ctutext  shall  plun- 
ly  show  that  they  were  used  in  a  different  sense. 
Kow  an  inspection  of  the  constitntaon  will  show 
that  the  words  used  in  tiie  clause  I  am  now 
examining,  have  haen  used  twice  before  in  the 
same  instrument.  They  are  there  used,  too, 
under  circumstances  which  defy  doubt  as  to 
their  signification ;  and  their  true  interpretation 
has  been  fixed  and  settled,  not  only  by  the  de- 
cisions of  this  body,  bnt  by  the  uniform  and  un- 
varying practice  in  all  the  States,  from  the  year 
1789  to  this  hour.  In  this  practice,  every  one, 
and  at  all  times,  has  acquiesced ;  and  if  there 
can  be  any  thing  settled  under  a  written  consti- 
tutioD,  it  is  the  meaning  of  these  words. 

It  is  ibe  parpoae  <tf  the  very  first  article  of 
the  ocmstitnaon  to  create  a  House  of  Represent- 
atives as  one  of  the  branches  of  the  legislative 
department.  Therefore,  in  the  first  part  of  the 
second  section  of  that  article,  it  prescribes  the 
mle  for  ascertuning  the  number  of  which  this 
House  shall  consist;  and  by  whom,  and  for 
what  term,  this  number  shall  be  chosen.  Hav- 
ing thus  provided  a  fi^  and  complete  House  of 
Representatives,  the  authors  of  the  instrument, 
foreseeing  that  casualty  might  vacate  the  seats 
so  filled,  and  this  during  tao  term  for  whicU 
thur  iucombents  had  been  elected,  proceed  in 
the  fimrth  paragraph  of  the  a«m«  aeotum  to 
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provide  for  mch  events,  by  these  words,  "  when 
Taeanciea  hiq)pen  in  the  representation  from  any 
State,  the  Executive  an^oritj  thereof  shall  is- 
sne  writs  of  election  to  fill  snch  vacancies." 
Here  then  is  an  office  created  bj  the  constita- 
tioQ  Itself  which  the  Execntive  of  every  State 
is  imperionsly  required  to  fill  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed, whenever  vaconoy  shall  happen  in  it 
Then^  the  moment  this  coostitntion  was  adopt- 
ed, there  was  not  a  merely  possible  office,  bat 
one  of  actual  existence,  as  to  uie  filling  of  which 
no  discretion  existed,  provided  this  original  va- 
eanoy  ocndd  be  conaiaered  as  referred  to  by  the 
terms  I  have  read.  Bat  never  did  any  Governor 
of  any  State  oonotive  that  this  pro^aion  gave 
to  him  any  aathority  to  issne  writs  of  election 
to  sapp^  these  original  vacancies.  No  suoh 
example  exists;  and  such  a  procedure  would 
be  80  obviously  absurd,  that  any  Grovemor  who 
should  have  attempted  it,  would  have  been  con- 
sidered as  deserving  a  straight-jackeL  Yet  the 
power  conferred  upon  the  Executive  of  any 
State,  by  the  words  here  used,  is  precisely  that 
oonferred  upon  the  President,  by  the  same  words, 
in  the  case  to  which  I  have  before  referred. 

So,  too,  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentatives  are  directed  by  this  constitution  to 
be  diosen  for  two  years.  Biennially,  then,  all 
the  leats  in  that  House  are  made  vseant  bv  the 
oonstttotion  itaelt  Here,  then,  are  actual  va- 
oaneies  in  established  offices,  that  have  been 
once  filled.  But  no  Crovernor  of  any  State  has 
ever  felt  himself  authorized  to  issue  writs  of 
election  to  fill  even  these  vacandes.  And  why  t 
Because  all  suoh  vacancies  being  caused  by  the 
constitution  itself  were  therefore  foreseen  and 
foreknown,  and  cannot  properly  be  said  to  hap- 
pen. Hence  they  are  referred  to  the  general 
rule,  and  not  to  tbe  exception,  wtuch  applies  to 
eastulties  only. 

Again:  The  constitution  having  provided  a 
nbOHB  of  Bepresentatirea,  next  proceeds  to  pro- 
vide a  Senate^  as  the  other  branoh  of  the  legia- 
lature.  This  is  done  by  the  third  section  of 
the  same  artide.  This  section  commences,  as 
in  the  other  ease,  by  declaring  of  what  nnmber 
the  Senate  shall  consist,  and  by  whom,  and  for 
what  term,  the  members  shall  be  chosen.  Hav- 
ing thus  provided  a  full  and  complete  Senate, 
the  authors  of  the  instrument,  foreseeing  that 
vacancies  might  occur  during  the  term  pre- 
scribed, in  the  seats  opce  filled  for  that  term, 
proceed,  in  the  next  paragraph  of  this  section, 
to  provide  for  supplying  such  vacancies,  by  these 
words,  "if  vacancies  happen,  by  resignation  or 
otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature 
cf  any  State,  the  Executive  thereof  mi^  main 
temporary  wpointmmts  ontil  the  next  meeting 
of  the  L^iuatnre,  which  shall  tiien  fill  such 
TaeamdesJ'*  Hc«e,  again,  we  have  original  va- 
cancies in  offices  created  by  the  constitntion. 
To  these  vacuoiea  no  Oovemor  of  any  State 
ever  presamed  to  make  any  temporary  appoint- 
ment, because,  they  were  original  vacancies, 
And  tiierefore  were  not  embraced  by  the  words 
crfUiis  exo^titn. 
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Here  slso  are  presraited  tiie  cues  of  othw 
vscancies,  oocurrlDg  after  the  place  lias  been 
once  filled,  prodaoed  not  by  any  casualty,  bat 
by  the  foreseen  and  foreknown  efflux  of  time. 
Our  joumabs  show  us  two  attempts  by  the  Gov- 
ernors of  States  to  supply  vacancies  of  this  sort. 
One  is  the  case  of  Mr.  Johns,  from  Ddaware ;  the 
otiier  that  of  Mr.  Lanman,  from  Connecticut. 
In  both  these  oases,  the  seats  were  vacated  by 
the  efflux  of  the  time  for  which  their  former 
incumbents  had  been  elected.  In  each  case  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  had  made  an  ineffaotnal 
efibrt  to  aptK^nt  a  snceessor,  but  had  fiuled, 
not  being  able  to  agree  in  a  ohoioe.  AAn  the 
a^oumment  of  the  lef^datares,  tiie  seats  b^ng 
Bttll  vacant,  the  GK)venior6  undertook  to  ffll  them 
by  temporary  appointments.  But  in  both  cases, 
upon  the  euiibition  of  the  credentials  granted 
to  these  gentiemen,  the  Senate  refosed  to  per- 
mit them  to  qualify,  because  the  Governors  d 
these  States  had  no  authority  to  make  tempo- 
rary appointments  to  such  vacancies  as  these. 

Here,  then,  is  a  second  example  of  the  occur* 
rence  of  the  same  terms,  where  their  meaning 
is  not  only  obvious  from  the  context,  but  has 
received  tiie  solemn  and  repeated  sanctions  of 
this  body  itself.  This  meaning,  so  fixed  and 
ascertained,  is  found  to  be  in  aac/t  aeoordanoe 
with  the  signification  attached  to  the  some 
words,  in  t£e  former  case.  Then,  who  can 
doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  same  terms 
when  they  next  occur,  in  the  clause  to  which 
I  first  adverted!  Here,  too,  theframers  of  the 
constitntion,  having  prescribed  a  rule  for  all 
appointments  to  all  offices,  and  required  that 
they  should  be  made  by  the  President,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  fore- 
seeing that  vacancies  might  afterwards  happen 
in  these  offices  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
when  the  public  exi^ncies  might  nevertheless 
require  such  vacancies  to  be  filled  up,  wisely 
and  providently  gave  to  the  President  alone 
the  power  of  filling  ap  all  snoh  vaeandes.  But 
they  had  no  more  idea  of  giving  to  the  Presi- 
dent alone  the  power  of  creating  offices  daring 
the  recess  of  the  Seuate,  than  they  had  to  give 
to  the  Executives  of  the  different  States  power 
to  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  ori^nal  vacan- 
cies  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  to 
grant  temporary  appointments  to  supply  such 
vacancies  existing  in  the  Senate. 

Kr.  President,  let  me  present  the  sul>ject  to 
the  Senate  under  another  aspect.  Wlutever 
differences  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  ori^n 
of  our  different  offices,  I  think  we  must  all 
agree  that  the  power  of  the  President  is  the 
same,  in  regard  to  appoinbnents,  to  them  all. 
The  constitntion,  in  authorizing^  him  to  nomi- 
nate, and,  by  snd  with  the  advioe  and  crasent 
of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  to  all  offices,  draws 
no  distinction  in  the  mode  of  appointment  to 
any ;  and  his  separate  power  over  all  vacancies 
which  h^>pen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate  is 
the  same,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  origin 
or  nature  of  the  vacant  office.  Then,  if  his 
power  over  all  is  the  same  in  both  eases^  let  na 
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examine  the  different  subjects  to  which  this 
identical  power  may  be  applied,  and  perhaps 
we  may  so  discover  the  nature  of  the  power  it- 
Beie 

Aooordiog  to  the  opinion  of  some,  there  are 
three  different  species  of  ofl^s  Tefbrred  to  in 
the  oonsl^tation :  such  as  are  created  by  statate 
— such  aa  are  created  by  the  oonstitnuon  Itself 
— and  such  as,  being  e^blished  by  the  usages 
of  nations,  are  merely  recognized  by  the  oonsU- 
tatioQ.  Most  of  our  domestic  ezecutive  offices 
are  examples  of  the  first  kind;  the  Ohi^  Jus- 
tice, and  bis  associates  of  the  Sapreme  Court, 
are  examples  of  the  second ;  and  ambassadors, 
other  public  Ministers  and  ocmsals,  are  instances 
of  the  last.  Now  with  respect  to  all  offices  of 
the  first  class,  that  is  to  say,  offices  created  by 
statute,  it  is  very  obvious  that  original  vacan- 
cies iu  these  can  never  occur  during  the  recess 
of  the  Senate.  Because,  as  these  offices  derive 
their  existenoe  ftom  a  statute,  which  statute 
can  only  be  enacted  during  the  sesuon  of  the 
Senate,  and  aa  these  offices  wh«i  thus  created 
must  M  vacant,  all  original  Tacancies  in  stata- 
toty  offices  must  occur  daring  tiie  sesdon,  and 
not  during  the  recess  of  tiie  Senate.  Conse- 
qaently,  the  President  can  have  no  power  to  fiU 
up  BQch  vacancies. 

There  never  has  been  but  a  single  instance  of 
an  attempt  by  any  President  tu  fill  up  such 
Tacancies  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  This ' 
attempt  was  promptly  met  by  the  Senate,  who, 
not  content  with  r^ecting  the  nominations  af- '. 
terwards  made  of  the  military  officers  who  had 
been  so  appointed,  referred  the  subject  to  a 
committee.  Tb^  report|  presenting,  as  it  doeii, 
a  clear  and  sound  expontion  of  this  part  of  the 
oonstitation,  and  an  able  vindication  of  the 
violated  rights  of  the  Senate,  received  the  con- 
firmation of  this  body,  whose  views  were  after- 
wards assented  to  by  the  Executive,  as  we  all 
know.  Then,  no  doubt  exists  that  the  Presi- 
dent alone  has  no  authority  to  make  an  origi- 
nal i^)pointment  to  any  statutory  office. 

The  offices  of  the  Judges  of  the  Sapreme 
Court  are  the  only  description  of  offices  of  the 
second  kind.  These  offices  are  created  by  the 
constitution  itself  and  are  thereby  required  to 
be  filled  ap.  Here  then  is  the  case  not  of  po- 
tential, but  of  actual  offices ;  not  of  possible 
offices  that  may  or  may  not  be  required  to  be 
filled  ap,  bat  of  existing  offices  ordered  by  the 
constitution  itself  to  be  s^tlled  witii  incum- 
bents. Yet,  President  Washington,  daring 
whose  term  these  offices  were  all  so  vacant 
and  thus  continued  for  a  long  time,  never 
thought  that  he  possessed  the  power  to  fill  them 
up,  until  after  the  enaction  of  the  judiciary 
law ;  and  did  so  then  only  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  first  obtained. 

Nor  could  he  have  done  otherwise.  For  no- 
til  the  passage  of  this  act  of  Congress,  how 
oonldhekuow  whatnumber  of  judges  to  appoint 
~what  would  be  their  salaneft— where  they 
were  to  oonvene — ^vhat  might  be  the  dal^ 
reqoired  of  them^-or  what  the  rale  to  regodate 
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their  process  and  proceeding — nay,  by  what 
other  means  could  the  coort  have  been  sup- 
plied with  a  derkj  a  marshal,  or  any  other 
ministerial  officers,  mdispensably  necessary  to 
the  proper  performance  of  tiieir  f unctioos  ?  It 
woTud  have  been  as  absard  for  the  President  to 
have  made  the  wpolntment  of  ja^es  befwe 
tiie  enaction  of  this  statat^  as  it  would  hava 
been  for  the  Governor  of  a  State  to  hare  issued 
writs  of  election  before  the  Legislature  of  such 
State  had  passed  the  laws  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  that  proviuon  of  the  oonstitntion  wlUoh 
required  tiie  members  of  the  House  of  Bepra; 
sentatives  to  be  chosen. 

In  aftertime,  when  none  of  these  difficulties 
existed,  and  the  number  of  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  was  increased,  although  the 
new  judge,  when  duly  appointed,  like  his  asso- 
(nates,  was  in  under  tbe  constitution,  yet  it  waa 
conceded  on  all  hands  that  the  office,  alChough 
required  by  the  constitution,  was  established 
by  the  law ;  and,  therefore^  becoming  vacant 
daring  the  sesaioa  <tf  the  Senate,  the  Preudant 
ooald  not  fill  this  vacancy  danng  the  recess, 
but  mttst'make  the  first  appointment  to  it,  only 
by  and  with  the  advice  ana  oonsent  of  this  hodj. 

When  we  thus  see  that  the  President  cannot 
make  an  original  appointment  to  aaj  office 
created  either  by  statute  or  by  the  constitution, 
beoaose  the  vacancies  in  snoh  offices  cannot 
propterly  be  said  to  happen  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  is  it  fair  to  argue  that  he  has  au- 
thority to  make  such  appointments  to  the  other 
class  of  offices  wliich  are  established  not  by 
statute  but  by  nsstte  merdy,  and  which  are  not 
regnired,  bat  merely  rem^uzed  by  the  omsfi- 
tation  aa  of  possible  use  !  Does  not  -every  ar- 
gument applicable  to  the  case  of  tiiejodgeaof 
the  Supreme  Court,  apply  a  Jhrtvtri  to  these 
offices  t  Of  how  many  ministers  must  the  new 
mission  consist — ^who  and  of  what  character 
shall  be  the  attaehet  to  the  legation — what 
shall  be  the  compensation  allowed  to  any  of  the 
mission — and  for  what  term  may  they  hold 
their  offices  i  All  these  are  questions  which 
must  be  decided  before  such  appointments  can 
properly  be  made ;  and  the  decision  of  each  of 
these  questions  by  the  President  alone  is  fcNr- 
bidden  by  tiie  oonstitation  in  terms. 

And  her&  Mr.  Premdent  I  will  oflbr  a  sug- 
gestion to  the  Sraate,  whixii  moa  my  mind  has 
always  had  much  inflaauw.  It  is  not  more  the 
object  of  this  constitution  to  create  and  confer 
power,  than  it  is  to  check  and  restrain  the  aa- 
thorities  wliich  it  grants.  No  important  an- 
thority  is  thereby  granted  to  any  department  of 
this  cfovemment,  unless  it  is  limited  and  guard- 
ed in  its  exercise,  by  some  means  or  other. 
Speaking  generally,  the  judiciary  can  estaUish 
no  role  which  the  Le^slatare  may  not  abrogate, 
can  pronounce  no  decree  which  the  Executive 
may  not  refuse  to  execute.  The  Executive  can 
do  no  act,  against  which  the  judiciary  may  not 
rdieve,  which  the  L^slatare  may  not  annol, 
or  to  which  they  nu^-  not  reftne  to  give  effiMt. 
The  Lepslatare  Itself  oin  enact  no  law  withoat 
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the  aswnt  tst  the  ExeoativeL  and  irhicfa  is  not 
subject  to  the  reriaion  of  the  Jndfeiaiy,  when- 
erer  it  comes  in  conflict  with  the  constitution. 
And  the  States,  in  virtue  of  the  rights  reserved 
by  them  as  parties  to  the  original  compact,  may 
watoh  over  and  control  tbe  joint  or  several  ac- 
tion of  aU  and  each  of  the  departments  of  this 
Government,  so  as  that  none  may  pass  beyond 
its  prescribed  limits.  Now  can  any  one  beueve, 
that  in  snch  a  system,  so  intended  and  bo  con- 
trived, it  ever  was  designed  to  confer  the  vast 
{rower  which  has  been  exerted  npon  this  ooca- 
tion,  (whichf  as  I  have  shown,  tonches  and  in- 
fluences oar  beat  and  dearest  intererts,)  to  tiie 
onoontFolled  discretion  of  the  Freddent  alone  ? 
The  plain  language  of  the  oonsdtation  (as  I 
think  I  have  now  proved)  repudiates  any  such 
idea ;  and  if  this  language  was  even  donbtfol, 
the  spirit  which  dictates  every  line  of  that  in- 
stmment,  onght  to  suffice  to  solve  any  snch 
donbt. 

I  have  heard  a  dngle  case  soggest^d,  to  which 
(as  it  seems  to  present  a  difficulty  to  the  minds 
of  some)  I  must  beg  leave  to  pay  a  little  atten- 
tion. I  have  heard  it  asked,  if  tbe  President 
may  not  fill  up  any  vacancy  but  one  that  hap- 
pens during  the  Tecess  ik  the  Senate,  what 
would  be  tae  oonditton  €t  the  oonnby,  if  an 
office^  vbiebthe  puUio  good  reqidres  to  be  filled 
imme^atdv,  sbotild  beoome  vacant  by  death  or 
otherwise,  happening  during  tiie  session  of  the 
Senate,  and  which  event  could  not  be  made 
known  to  the  President  until  after  oar  a^jonrn- 
meat  1  To  this  question  I  have  several  answers 
to  give,  either  of  which,  to  my  mind,  is  quite 
satisfactory. 

The  first  is,  that  it  is  an  extreme  case,  which 
must  be  of  very  rare  occurrence,  and  the  very 
necessity  of  which,  whenever  it  shall  exist,  may 
well  excnse  the  President  for  acting  upon  it, 
even  without  any  direct  authority  so  to  do. 
Bnt  we  shoold  be  very  cautious  how  we  give 
assoit  totiiat  spades  of  argument,  which  would 
infer  the  legality  of  authority  in  ordinary  cases, 
from  mere  silent  aoquieeoenoe  in  its  exercise, 
when  under  the  pressare  of  extraordinary  oir- 
cnmstances.  I  certainly  woold  not  censure  any 
President  for  making  a  temporary  appointment 
daring  the  recess,  in  this  supposed  case,  even  if 
I  thought  he  had  no  authority  to  do  so,  provided 
he  laid  snch  an  appointment  before  uie  Senate 
afterwards.  I  have  no.  idea,  however,  of  hav- 
ing even  necessary  medicine  administered  to  me 
for  my  duly  bread ;  or  of  applying  this  hard 
law  of  State  necessity,  which  wUI  override  the 
constitution  itself  to  such  ordinary  transactions 
aa  the  ease  beftnn  va,  in  which  this  plea  of  im- 
mediate neoearity  oanuot  have  the  sHghtest  ap- 
plleation. 

My  second  answer  is,  that,  according  to  a  fair 
oooirtniction  of  the  constitution,  the  President, 
in  my  opiniQO,  has  authority  given  to  him  to 
fin  up  such  a  vacancy  during  the  recess.  Sir, 
aa  in  all  human  transactions  we  can  reason  only 
from  what  we  know,  and  know  bnt  little  of 
fiMta'exeept  through  erideno^  we  are  general^ 
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constrained  to  substitute  this  e^denoe  for  the 
fact  it  tends  to  establish.  It  is  this  impco^o- 
tion  of  our  nature  which  oftffa  prevents  ns  from 
regarding  as  facts  what  are  not  shown  to  ns  to 
be  snob,  and  obliges  us  to  assert  the  trutit  of 
what  is  satisfact<nily  proven,  ^thoagh  the  fact 
so  established  may  be  most  &lse.  Hence,  I 
think  it  fair  to  say  that  a  vacancy,  not  known 
to  exist,  does  not  exist  for  any  of  the  purposes 
of  the  constitution ;  and  when  known,  it  does 
exist,  and  not  nntil  then,  be  that  when  it  may. 
If  any  Senator  shoold  die  daring  the  session  of 
the  Legislature  oi  the  State  be  ^presented,  but 
the  fact  of  his  death  could  not  be  oramzmnieated 
to  that  Legislature  while  It  eontinned  in  searion, 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Executive  of  the 
State  might  supjdy  this  vacancy  a  tempo- 
rary appointment.  I  say  this,  in  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  whose  obvions  purpose  it  is  to 
keep  the  seats  m  this  House  always  filled  br 
tbe  Leglslatares  of  the  States  here  represented, 
where  they  have  an  opportunity  to  fill  them, 
but  by  temporary  sppomtments  from  the  £xe- 
cative  of  these  States,  in  all  cases  where  the 
Legislatures  have  had  no  such  opportunity. 
And  the  parallel  is  perfect,  I  think,  between 
the  power  of  the  Executive  of  a  State  in  one 
case,  and  that  of  the  Pretident  in  tbe  otiier. 

Mr.  Freddent,  I  have  now  presented  to  the 
Senate  my  -news  of  the  constitution,  so  &r  as 
it  applies  to  the  matter  before  us.  If  I  am 
right  in  these  views,  all  must  agree  with  me, 
that  the  fwwer  exercised  by  the  I^etddeut  upon 
this  occasion  was  without  warrant,  and  there- 
fore unlawful ;  that  it  is  a  manifest  violation  of 
the  rights  of  the  Senate ;  and  if  the  aot  was 
done  with  that  view,  it  is  a  fiagrant  usorpation 
of  their  coiutitntional  powers.  -  I  feel  very  con- 
fident that  no  one  here  will  controvert  a  single 
position  I  have  stated,  I  have  advanced  nothing 
new,  but  have  merely  repeated  the  arguments 
which  I  urged  hen  in  1826,  daring  the  discus- 
sion of  the  memorable  Panama  sul^ect,  when 
this  identioBl  questicm  Brose,  and  was  fully  ex- 
amhied.  Uptm  tiiat  oooariou,  I  was  met  by 
Senators  of  ^at  abUtt^,  who,  instead  of  con- 
troverting this  constraotion  of  the  ocmstitntion, 
sought  to  avoid  it,  by  relying  npon  what  they 
called  the  precedents.  The  same  course  may 
possibly  he  pursued  again.  It  is  proper,  there- 
fore, that  I  should  present  some  soggestians  to 
the  Senate  upon  this  subject  also. 

Sir,  from  tiie  first  moment  I  was  capable  of 
fonmng  an  opinion  for  myself  upon  any  politi- 
cal qaestion,  until  this  hour,  I  have  always 
rused  my  voice  against  that  sort  of  ai^ument, 
which,  in  aQovemmentfoondednpaiLa  written* 
constitution,  seeks  to  infer  authority  for  the 
governors  from  their  own  practices.  The  argu- 
ment (if  indeed  it  deserves  such  a  name)  is  not 
fur;  for,  while  it  dfums  the  benefit  of  all  affirm- 
a^ve  oases,  it  allows  no  weight  to  those  which 
are  negative  merely.  -  The  omission  to  exert  any 
power  for  a  oentury,  although  opportunities  fit 
and  proper  fbr  its  exercise  may  have  hourly 
ooooirea  during  all  that  time,  wdghs  aot  as 
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even  the  dost  in  the  balance  agiunst  its  actaal 
exertion  in  a  single  instance.  The  argnment  is 
dangeroQS,  too,  in  the  extreme.  The  smallest 
fiiaare  nnintenticmally  made  in  the  oonatita- 
tion,  dnria;  the  darkest  hoar  of  some  drowqr 
nddiii^t  seraioDf  to  let  in  some  ptgrny  ease,  too 
fauignmcaat  to  attract  or  to  ment  sttention,  by 
the  force  of  this  argument,  is  soon  widened  and 
made  a  horribly  yawning  ereveuu,  through 
which  a  flood  most  one  day  msh  in  to  delnge 
ODT  ftjr  land.  Deeds  done  in  moments  of  high 
party  excitement,  or  dnring  the  honr  of  danger 
to  the  State,  when  the  sarety  of  the  people  is 
the  supreme  lav,  by  the  force  of  this  argmnent 
become  the  parents  of  similar  acts,  in  other  and 
different  times.  It  was  thna  the  dictatorship 
was  made  perpetnal  in  Rome ;  and  the  same 
means  cannot  mi  in  time,  to  prodaee  some  aoch 
oalamitons  event  here.  It  shall  never  have  any 
fbroe  wltii  me.  Thns  ta,  and  no  flvther,  am  I 
willing  to  allow  any  weight  to  the  alignment 
founded  upon  preoedeots  merely.  When  any 
of  the  proviaioDS  of  the  oonsutntion  are  of 
donbtfol  import,  and  questions  arising  under 
sooh  provisions  have  been  fnUy  and  openly  ex- 
amined, so  that  the  people  have  had  a  fair  op- 
portnnity  to  understand  tlieir  bearing  and  in- 
floence,  the  decision  of  all  such  questions,  if 
afterwards  acquiesced  in  generally,  I  shall  be 
disposed  to  respect ;  not,  however,  as  conferring 
power,  bat  as  simply  declaratory  of  the  true 
oonstruotion  of  an  ambignous  part  of  the  oon- 
tBtitatitni,  nuder  which  oonstitonon  alone  power 
can  ever  be  properly  oUmed. 

In  this  case  thore  exists  no  ocoarion  for  these 
cantiona  and  reservations.  During  the  discus- 
sion of  the  Panama  snl^ect,  we  looked  into  all 
the  precedents.  Every  case  of  any  original  ap- 
pointment, made  by  a  President  during  the  ro- 
cess  of  the  Senate,  fVom  the  first  establisbment 
of  this  Government  to  that  day,  was  then  laid 
before  ns,  in  a  document  that  now  remains  on 
our  files.  Each  of  these  cafes  was  then  care- 
AiUy  examined ;  and  it  ia  such  an  examination 
which  jDstifiea  me,  I  think,  in  saying  that  not 
one  of  them  can  properly  be  considered  as  a 
precedent  for  that  which  we  are  now  examining. 
It  is  tme  that  a  superficial  examinati(m  of  some 
of  these  cases  may  seem  to  Justify  a  different 
opinion.  Bat,  if  any  one  will  take  the  trouble 
of  tracing  such  eases  to  their  origin,  and  will 
inform  himself  of  the  state  of  things  existing,  at 
the  time  of  their  occurrence,  I  repeat,  that  not 
one  of  them  will  be  found  to  apply  here.  I  will 
not  fatigue  the  Senate  by  a  reference  to  these 
cases  now;  their  true  character  and  history 
was  nven  in  the  debate  upon  the  occasion  re- 
ferr^  to ;  and  to  that  debate,  now  on  record  in 
your  Register,  I  refer  all  those  who  may  feel 
any  witt  to  consult  it.  Our  joamals  furnish 
ua,  however,  with  four  cases,  wbidi  have  a  bear- 
ing 80  direct  npon  the  mottw  now  before  us, 
that  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  state  them. 

The  first  of  these  occurred  daring  the  admin- 
istration of  Mr.  Jefferson,  who,  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  undertook  to  mote  an  origl' 


nal  appointment  of  a  Kinister  to  Hnssia;  to 
which  court  we  had  not  before  sent  any  Minis- 
ter. The  nomination  of  this  Minister  was  after- 
wwds  lud  before  the  Senate  when  tbaj  con- 
vened, accompanied  by  a  long  letter  of  the 
Presldient's,  setting  forth  the  reasons  whidi  had 
induced  him  to  make  such  an  appointmoit. 
The  Senate  considered  the  sabject  very  mature- 
ly, it  seems,  and  finally  refused  to  «ve  Oieir 
consent  to  the  appointment.  This  scheme  was 
then  abandoned ;  nor  was  it  resumed  for  many 
years  afterwards,  nntil  It  was  revived  by  Mr. 
Madison,  acting  then  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate.  I  refer  to  this  case,  to 
show  the  idea  then  entertahied  by  the  Senate 
as  to  their  right  to  be  consulted  by  the  Presi- 
dent in  all  cases  wherein.it  was  proposed  to 
establish  new  diplomatic  relatioas  with  any 
nation  with  which  none  sudi  hod  previonaly 
existed ;  and  to  show  the  acquiescence  d  the 
Executive  in  this  determination. 

The  next  case  ooourred  in  1814,  when,  dar> 
ins  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  "JIagrante 
hetlo,^^  Preddent  Madison  sent  three  additional 
Ministers,  to  unite  in  the  negotiations  at  Ghent, 
with  the  two  others  previoasly  appointed  by 
him,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate.  These  appointments  were  lud  before 
the  Senate  at  their  next  session,  when  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  powo*  by  the  President,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  called  forth  that  able 
and  eloquent  protest  agunat  it,  which  was  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Gore,  then  a  Soiator  from  Ma«- 
eachaBet&,  and  which  I  read  to  the  Senate  when 
I  first  addressed  them.  It  ia  true,  thb  protest 
was  never  acted  upon  definitively.  But  we  all 
remember  the  state  of  things  then  existing ;  and 
the  conduct  of  the  Senate,  in  avoiding  aoy  de- 
cision of  tills  matter  at  that  time,  manifests 
most  distinctiy  what  was  the  opinion  then  en- 
tertained. If  tiie  m^ority  had  even  doubted, 
this  protest  woald  have  been  rejected  at  once. 
But,  as  its  adoption  would  have  been  highly- 
inexpedient  at  uiat  crisis  in  our  affairs,  and  ita 
rejection  would  have  been  an  abandonment  of 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Senate,  they  very 
prudently  postponed  the  ooosideration  of  the 
subject. 

Kext  comes  the  case  of  the  new  repnblica  in 
South  America.  Evei7body  knows  what  was 
the  state  of  pnbHo  sentiment  npon  this  sul;]ectL 
Mr.  Monroe,  the  President,  was  beset  on  all 
sides,  and  most  eamestiy  importuned  to  comply 
with  the  wif^es  of  these  States,  by  sending 
Ministers  to  them.  But,  although  denrous  to 
do  so,  he  nevertheless  steadily  refused,  until  he 
had  previously  submitted  the  subject  to  Con- 
gress, and  had  obtained  the  assent  of  both 
Houses.  Then,  and  not  until  then,  did  he  de- 
spatch the  ^nisters  which  were  iq>peiuted  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Last  is  tlie  case  presented  in  18S6  by  the 
Panama  message.  Iiiis  Is  of  too  recent  occur- 
rence to  require  any  comment  It  will  suffice 
to  say,  that  the  resolution  then  {Miopoaed,  which 
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vas  declaratory  the  rights  of  the  Senate,  and 
denied  the  claim  of  Pi^sident  Adams  to  the 
power  he  therein  asserted  to  be  his,  was  laid 
upon  oar  table  hj  the  vote  of  a  bare  m^ority 
of  this  body.  But  many,  of  the  members  of 
that  Duyority,  in  whose  presence  I  now  speak, 
declared  i^the  time  that  they  did  not  doubt  the 
rights  of  the  Senate  to  be  sncb  as  was  affirmed. 
Ab^  however,  the  F»«denL  whUe  aaaerting  a 
waOnrj  power,  bad  expressly  -widved  its  exer- 
dse,  and  itad  sabnutted  his  nominaUons  to  the 
Senate  for  their  advice,  the  question  was  so  re- 
daoed  (as  they  thoa^t)  to  a  mere  abstraction, 
which,  however  proper  to  be  discnssedf  it  was 
not  necessary  tiiea  to  decide. 

After  that  time,  no  case  has  occurred  within 
tbe  knowledge  of  the  Senate  until  the  present 
For,  althooghKesars.  Orane  and  Offley,  in  1828, 
received  from  President  Adams  a  commission 
similar  to  this,  yet  that  fact  was  cautiously  con- 
cealed from  the  Senate.  These  liQnisters  never 
reached  Constantinople,  and  t^eir  appointmoit 
voold  not  probablT  ever  have  been  brongbt  to 
light,  tmleas  it  baa  been  ftmnd  enedient  now 
to  reiEi«  to  it  as  a  precedent  to  Jusufy  what  was 
afterwards  done  by  the  present  Executive.  And 
here,  dr,  let  me  ^pealtotbeoandwof  allthose 
honorable  Senators  who  thought  and  acted  with 
me  daring  tbe  Panama  diMjnssion,  to  say,  if 
Hiey  bad  known  that  President  Adams  had 
secretly  instituted  a  mission  to  Turkey  daring 
the  reoess  of  tbe  Senate,  would  jthey  not  have 
reprobated  such  an  act,  in  as  strong  terms  at 
least  as  any  used  in  relation  to  his  mere  dum 
of  sncb  a  power  in  the  Panama  case,  where  the 
eunnse  of  tbe  power  asserted  was  expressly 
waived  by  him.  For  my  part,  I  know  I  should 
liwredone  so;  and  knowuwuiis,  I  oannotreo- 
tmdle  It  to  mysdf  to  At  siunt,  when  the  same 
act  has  been  done  by  anoUle^Prendent.  What- 
ever changes  majr  nave  taken  place  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive, the  coQstitution  remains  the  same ;  the 
ri|^  and  duties  of  tbe  Senate  remain  the 
same ;  and  I  will  always  strive  to  preserve  the 
(me,  and  to  folfil  the  other. 

liie  cases  to  which  I  have  thus  referred, 
^n-eaduog  as  they  do  over  a  period  of  twenty- 
fire  years  now  last  past,  ought  to  satisfy  ever^ 
<Hie,  I  tiiink,  that  the  provisions  of  the  consta- 
totion  and  the  practice  of  the  Government  are 
in  stiiot  aooordsttoe.  At  all  events,  they  mnst 
sniBoB  to  show,  that  even  if  other  preoedents 
oonld  be  fbon^  mnch  mom  fy>podte  thw  any 
wUeh  ffidst,  they  cannot  prove  any  nnifonn 
praotioe^  ai^  continuous  ob^dn  of  precedents, 
aettUng  tiiia  question  of  power,  which,  there- 
ISore,  we  most  consider  as  res  integra,  and  decide 
bj  a  reference  to  the  constitution  alone. 

llr.  I^^dent,  the  arguments  that  have  been 
urged  in  opposition  to  uie  opinion  I  so  briefly 
expressed  when  I  first  made  this  motion,  com- 
ing, too,  from  the  quarter  whence  some  of  th  em 
proceed,  have  excited  my  snrprise  almost  as 
much  as  the  power,  the  exercise  of  which  in 
this  case  they  seek  to  justify.  I  must  beg  leave, 
therefore^  to  invite  wnne  attention  to  the  most 
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prominent  of  these  arguments,  which  seem  to 
me  most  awful  "  signs  of  the  times." 

An  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana,  (Mr. 
Livingston,)  instead  of  controverting  directly, 
any  proposition  which  I  have  advanced,  tells  us 
that  the  ounstruotion  of  the  constitution  for 
which  I  have  contended  is  not  so  certain,  but 
that  wise  and  good  men  may  well  doubt  as  to 
its  C(»rectness;  nay,  even  adopt  a  contraij 
(pinion.  He  does  sot  m  that  soeb  is  bis 
opintcm,  bnt  satisfies  himself  with  endeavoring 
to  east  the  shadow  of  his  donbts  noon  mine ; 
and  then  rebukes  me  for  using  tne  strong 
luiguage  I  did  in  expressing  it  Sir,  if  I  could 
feel  any  of  the  doubts  which  this  Senator  has 
sought  to  generate,  like  him  I  might  rejgret  tbe 
use  of  strong  phrases  to  express  an  opinion,  of 
tbe  correctness  of  which  I  did  not  feel  assured; 
but,  entertfuning  no  such  doubts,  I  have  noth- 
ing to  regret,  nothing  to  explun,  and  nothing 
to  take  back. 

And  how,  sir,  is  this  supposed  doubt  pro- 
docedV  The  Senator  from  Louisiana  Bsys  that 
the  oonstitntion  is  snseeptiUe  of  two  diflbrent 
readings.  One,  that  wbieh  I  gave  as  I  found 
it  written,  and  the  other  this:  "  the  Prudent, 
during  the  reoess  of  the  Senate,  diall  have 
power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen." 
According  to  this  latter  reading,  be  thinks  it 
probable  that  the  President  would  have  the 
right  to  do  that  which  he  has  done.  Now,  sir, 
from  whence  does  this  honorable  Senator  de- 
rive authority  thus  to  dislocate  tbe  members  of 
the  sentence,  and  to  re-arrange  them  according 
to  his  fancy  ?  If  he  is  not  bound  to  read  tbe 
instrument  as  it  is  written,  he  has  the  same 
power  to  amend  it,  by  the  snbstitoticra  of  new 
words,  as  by  invwting  the  order  in  whidi  the 
dd  words  are  foond,  so  as  to  g^ve  them  a  new 
sense.  The  gentleman  cannot  claim  the  merit 
even  of  originality  for  this  invention.  It  is  cer- 
tainly as  old  as  the  days  ot  Swift,  in  whose 
amusing  "  Tale  of  a  Tub "  we  read  that  the 
same  device  was  practised  upon  the  testament 
there  mentioned.  Thethreebrothersnot  being 
able  to  find  the  permission  they  desired,  written 
therein  totidm^  verMt,  sought  for  it  totidem 
tylldbi$;  not  finding  it  even  then,  t^ey  tried  to 
make  it  out  totidem  littru;  and  it  was  only 
when  they  ftuled  in  this,  too,  that  they  found 
themselves  under  the  necesnty  of  chan^ng  the 
orthography.  Had  tbey  lived  in  the  present 
day,  uiey  i^;^t  have  saved  themselves  much 
trouble,  by  merely  altering  the  name  of  what 
they  wished,  axaSi  bestowing  upon  it  some  new 
denomination. 

Do  not  the  Senate  perceive  what  woold  be 
the  effect  of  this  new  reading  of  tJie  constitu- 
tion, i^  as  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  would 
persuade  us,  it  was  permissible  to  adopt  it? 
Bead  OS  it  is  written,  and  these  words,  "  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,"  denote  the  time 
within  which  the  vacancy  mnst  happen,  which 
vacancy  the  President  alone  is  authorized  to  fill 
np :  but,  according  to  this  new  reading,  these 
words  denote  tbe  time  within  which  the  Presi- 
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dent  may  exert  tbe  power  of  filling  the  vacan- 
cy, happen  when  it  m&j.  Then,  the  President 
Toold  need  bat  to  wait  antil  the  Senate  ad- 
jonms,  and  he  would  have  aathority  to  fill  np 
^  vaeandes.  Nay,  should  he  graciooaly  please 
to  refisT  Us  appointmentB  to  the  Senate  altw^ 
wardsj  and  thej  ahonld  r^ect  them,  instead  of 
watohing  a  fit  oooasion  to  renominate,  the 
Freddent  might  wait  for  the  a^joamment^  and 
thenre^ipoint  the  same  individual ;  and  so  on, 
tetiei  guotie§,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.  A 
more  snmma^  method  to  divest  the  Senate  of 
all  authority,  and  to  invest  tbe  President  alone 
with  complete  power  over  all  appointments, 
ooold  not  well  be  devised.  Instinct  informs  the 
very  brutes  of  their  common  danger,  and  of  the 
quarter  from  whence  it  may  be  expected ;  and 
surely  arguments  Bucl^  as  this  should  put  us 
upon  oar  guard. 

An  honorable  Senator  from  llaryland  (Kr. 
Smith)  tells  ns  that  he  has  never  doubted  upon 
this  point— that  be  has  ever  been  of  opinion, 
the  President  might  institute  what  missions  be 
pleases,  without  consulting  the  Senate  or  any- 
DoAj  else — that  he  so  sidd,  and  so  voted,  in  the 
Panama  case,  and  therefore  shall  so  vote  in  this, 
which  is  precisely  similar  to  that  This  is  all 
very  bne ;  and  I  bear  my  willing  testimony  to 
the  perfect  condstency  of  that  honorable  Sena- 
tor in  these  cases,  I  wish  I  could  prevail  upon 
him,  however,  to  convince  my  friend  from  Illi- 
nois, (Mr.  Kakb,)  that  these  cases  are  precisely 
similar.  It  would  relieve  me  very  much  if  he 
woidd  do  BO ;  for  I  feel  sendbly  the  awkward- 
ness of  my  present  position,  opposed  on  Uie  one 
hand  by  those  who  oppoaed  me  in  the  Panama 
caset  because  this  is  the  same  qaestion  there 
presented ;  and  opposed  on  tbe  other  by  those 
with  whom  I  then  agreed,  because  this  is  not  a 
similar  case.  It  is  not  for  me  to  reconcile  sncb 
contrarient  opinions.  All  I  can  do,  is  to  op- 
pose to  the  Senator  from  Maryland  tbe  argu- 
ment urged  in  the  Panama  case,  which  I  agree 
with  him  is  precisely  similar  to  this;  and  to 
endeavor  to  satisfy  my  friend  from  Illinois,  that 
his  distinctions  constitute  no  difference  between 
the  principles  involved  in  each. 

In  what  sir,  is  any  difference  to  be  found 
between  the  two  caaes!  It  is  true,  that  was 
tbe  mere  assertion  of  a  right  to  power,  the  ez- 
erdse  of  wUch  vas  w^ved  at  the  very  moment 
it  was  dauned ;  and  this  is  Hie  exertion  of  the 
same  power  then  asserted  merely.  Bat  surely 
this  barren  claim,  waived  when  preferred,  pre- 
sents not  8o  stnmg  a  case,  as  the  aotnal  exercise 
of  tbe  very  power  then  wfuved.  The  two  oases, 
although  not  similar  in  their  facts,  present  the 
same  question ;  and  every  argument  applicable 
to  the  one,  applies  a.  fortiori  to  the  other.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Illinois,  I  am  sure,  will 
not  say,  that  because  the  one  set  of  Ministers 
was  to  be  sent  to  Panama,  and  the  other  to 
Constantinople,  that  this  diff«%noe  of  their 
destination  can  constitute  any  ^dinothm  be- 
tween the  principles  of  the  two  eases.  Nor 
trin  he  say,  that  beoanse  one  set  of  Ministen 
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were  sent  to  a  Congress  of  the  Ministers  of 
several  nations,  and  the  other  to  a  single  nation 
only,  tiiat  this  mere  matter  of  namber  can  vary 
the  quwtton  as  to  the  constitntional  right  of  the 
President  to  appoint  either.  In  what,  then, 
doea  tbe  diffisrenoe  oondst? 

The  honorable  Senator  fiwm  niinois  8ay& 
that,  in  tbe  Panama  case,  the  persons  prt^Meed 
to  be  despetobed  were  to  be  pnblio  Ministers; 
but  the  persons  actually  sent  m  this  case  were 
commissioners  only.  Does  he  mean  to  say  that 
this  mere  change  of  appellation  alters  the  thing 
named  t  The  poet  would  tell  him  that  *'  a  rose 
by  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet; "  and 
I  am  sare  he  would  not  agree  that  bis  bat  was 
not  one,  because  many  of  bis  townsmen  call  it 
a  ehapeau.  But  see,  ur,  what  a  broad  gate  is 
h^  also  hoisted,  to  let  in  the  flood  of  Exeon- 
tive  power  and  patnmage.  .  An  act  is  forldddai 
when  called  \ij  its  tme  name  ,*  yet  diange  bat 
the  name,  and  the  aame  act  at  once  becnnee 
justifiable  and  pnnier.  Xliere  might  be  some 
hope  of  an  end  to  tnis^  if  those  who  seek  to  get 
power  in  this  way,  wereoonstrdnedtotaxtiieir 
own  invention  for  new  names  to  denote  old 
things,  for  as  there  must  be  some  limit  to  hu- 
man wiL  when  the  briUns  were  out,  tbe  thing 
might  die  1 "  Unfortunately,  however,  the 
work  is  already  done  for  them ;  and  a  Sect^tary 
of  State  has  bat  to  tarn  to  the  mere  index  of 
his  code  dipiomoHque  and  he  will  there  find  a 
long  list  of  tbe  names  of  public  functionaries, 
who  have  been  employed  by  different  poten- 
tates, at  varioas  times,  vhit^  list  may  serve  as 
a  perennial  fonntain  of  power. 

Let  me  give  an  examnle  of  the  case  with 
whioh  this  work  may  be  done.  The  oonstito- 
tion  antiiorizes  the  ^«sident>  by  and  with  tbe 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  ^point 
ambassadors  and  other  public  Ministers.  It  la 
desired,  however,  to  appoint  snch  withont  con- 
sulting the  Senate,  lest  they  may  not  be  willing 
to  establish  any  such  offices.  Turn  to  tbe  code, 
and  you  may  there  find  that  the  ambassador  of 
the  Pope  is  not  distlDguiBbed  eo  nomioA,  bnt  is 
termed  a  legate.  For,  as  on  ambassador  repre- 
sents the  person  of  his  master,  and  as  the  sano- 
tity  and  infallibility  of  his  Holiness  cannot  be 
represented,  he  therefore  cannot  have  what  ie 
commonly  called  an  ambassador.  To  diow, 
however,  that  this  legate  is  in  very  trath  Ibe 
personal  representative  of  lus  sovereign,  be  is 
sometimes  styled  a  legate  a  latere,  that  is  to 
say,  he  is  supposed  to  be  taken,  like  our  impru- 
dent mother  Eve,  from  the  side  of  his  lord  and 
master,  and  therefore  may  veiy  properly  ba 
identified  with  him.  So,  too,  if  the  Pope  wishee 
to  send  a  minister  plenipotentiary  or  other  ne- 
gotiator, to  any  oc  the  Catholic  princes,  his 
beloved  childr^  as  it  wonld  be  quite  unseemly- 
for  tbe  holy  father  (whose  wishes  most  be  com- 
mands to  them)  b>  send  to  them  any  officer 
whose  very  title  imports  negotiation,  his  Minu- 
ter npon  snch  occasions  is  staled  annnno,  a 
mere  messenger,  depated  to  bear  the  will  of 
the  fiither  to  theae  us  dntifol  children,  which 
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will,  to  be  observed,  needa  bat  to  be  known. 
Now,  as  this  repablio  is  a  mere  artifloial  body ; 
and  as  around  and  withia  it  there  are  many 
who  coastantly  diatingaish  the  President  as 
their  "great  father,"  it  woold  not  reqnire 
much  ingenaity  to  find,  oat  some  similitade 
between  bis  ofSoe  and  that  of  the  Pope.  Then, 
as  the  eonstitation  sajs  not  one  word  aboat 
legates  or  nondos,  all  that  is  aecessary  to  attiun 
tiM  deelrad  end,  would  be  to  fill  the  blank  la 
the  oommianon  with  sach  words;  when,  ac- 
iKtrdii^  to  this  alvnment  of  Uie  Senatw  from 
nUni^  the  Freai&nt  done  woal^  bo  aoonire 
power  to  do  the  very  act  which  he  is  forbidden 
to  do,  if  this  blank  was  filled  b  j  the  proper  name. 

[Here  Mr.  Kahb  interrupted  Mr.  Tazewell, 
observing  he  had  not  meant  to  saj  that  the 
mere  change  of  a  name  of  anj  public  Minister 
wonld  authorize  the  Preudeat  to  appoint  one ; 
bat  that  he  had  said  these  commissioners  were 
not  pablio  litinisters  at  all.  They  were  secret 
Ministers  or  private  agents,  like  those  formerly 
Bent  to  Sooth  America,  or  the  persons  frequent- 
ly Bcmt  witii  deniatehes.  The  appointment  of 
3ione  ot  titese  had  ever  been  sabndtted  to  the 
Senate,  bat  waa  alw^  made  by  the  Prraident 
alone,  beeanse  sueh  appointments  were  not 
emcially  provided  for  in  the  eonstitation.] 

I  tiiank  the  gendeman  for  tliis  correction.  I 
really  had  no  idea  that  it  was  his  parpose  to 
draw  a  distinction  between  public  and  secret 
Ministers.  My  impression  was,  liiat  his  dis- 
tinction was  run  between  pablio  Ministers  and 
these  commissioners,  who  were  not  supposed 
to  be  pablic  Ministers,  because  they  were  not 
so  called ;  and  I  was  about  to  show  that  the 
officers  were  the  same,  although  their  denomi- 
nation was  different.  However,  the  Senator 
from  minais  has  relieved  me  from  tikto  troable. 
Let  me  then  inquire,  whether  his  actual  ail- 
ment Is  mora  eondoMve  than  that  which  I  nuA 
■apposed  him  to  have  used. 

And,  first,  mr,  let  me  ask  my  Mend  from 
BUncia,  if  these  commissioners  were  not  public 
bat  secret  Ministers,  according  to  his  sense  of 
tiiese  latter  words,  whence  the  President  and 
Senate  together,  much  less  the  President  alone, 
can  derive  the  right  to  appoint  themt  The 
constitution  fpves  to  the  President  the  power 
to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  pablio  Minis- 
ters :  bat  it  woold  be  as  mmoult,  I  believe,  to 
find  any  aatbority  in  it  to  nmoint  secret  Minis- 
ters who  shonld  not  be  pnuio  Ministers,  as  it 
would  be  to  conceive  the  idea  of  a  private  agent, 
Appf^ted  to  perform  the  pablio  doty  of  nego- 
ttatiiig  a  trealy,  which,  when  ratified,  is  de- 
clared to  be  the  sapreme  law  of  our  land.  I 

£ray  we  may  not  confound  the  character  of  the 
[inister  with  that  of  the  duty  confarred  npon 
him,  or  with  the  mode  in  which  be  may  be 
directed  to  perform  his  doty.  Doubtless,  under 
that  provision  of  the  eonstitation  which  au- 
thorizes the  appointment  of  pablic  Ministers, 
the  Prendent,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  oon- 
HDt  nS  the  Senate^  uaj  appoint  saoh  Mimsters 


secretly.  They  may  be  instructed  to  depart  se- 
cretly. They  may  be  accredited  secretly.  They 
may  negotiate  (as  they  generally  do)  secretly. 
Nay,  they  may  conclude  a  secret  treaty,  which 
need  not  be  made  known  until  a  fit  occasion 
atises  to  give  it  the  effect  of  a  law  by  promulga- 
tion. In  this  sense,  each  Ministers  may  prop- 
erly be  termed  secret  Ministers ;  but  they  are 
nevertheless  public  Ministers.  Bwause  they 
are  the  Ministers  of  the  pablio,  commissioued 
by  its  Ctovenunent,  anthoiiMd  to  perform  its 
boBineBB,  and  aooonntable  to  tiie  pablio  for  all 
thw  acds  and  omissions  under  their  commis- 
sion. In  one  word,  nr,  they  are  pablio  Minis- 
ters secreUy  appointed,  and  with  secret  instrnc- 
tions,  but  they  differ  in  nothing  else  from  all 
other  pablic  Ministers,  inasmuch  as  their  com- 
missions are  precisely  the  same  in  both  cases. 
Any  other  idea  than  this  would  present  a  subject 
here  of  quite  as  much  mirth  as  the  comic  scene 
of  Sheridan,  in  which  he  describee  a  secret  con- 
ference of  two  British  Ministers,  in  the  presence 
and  hearing  of  the  sentinels  at  Tilbury  fort, 
when  one  tells  to  the  other  as  a  profound  se- 
cret what  he  declares  the  other  new  ttefore. 
A  secret  agent  created  by  letters  patoit  under 
the  great  seal,  nven  to  him  to  be  shown,  and 
addressed  to  all  whom  it  may  oonoem.  Thi^ 
sir,  wcmld  far  surpass  the  sarcastic  irony  of  the 
anthor  of  "  The  Critic." 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  'do  not  mean 
to  doabt  the  power  of  the  President  to  appoint 
secret  agents  when  and  how  he  pleases ;  nor 
do  I  mean  to  advance  any  claim  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  to  participate  in  the  exercise  of  any 
such  power.  As  a  simple  incUvidaal,  I  woold 
humbly  suggest  to  him,  if  I  might  be  permitted 
so  to  do,  that  whenever  he  stands  in  need  of 
secret  agents  who  are  really  designed  to  be 
BQoh,  ha  had  better  absttun  from  potting  his 
own  name  to  the  warrant  given  to  them,  and 
never  permit  it  to  be  anthenticated  by  the  great 
seal.  Such  a  nrooeeding  may  sometimes  prove 
hazardous,  and  I  think  would  not  be  very  cred- 
itable to  the  nation  whose  seal  it  is.  But  as  a 
Senator,  I  do  clum  for  the  Senate,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  constitution,  the  right  of  advising 
and  consenting  to  the  appointment  of  any  and 
every  officer  of  the  United  States,  no  matter 
what  may  be  his  name,  what  his  duties,  or  bow 
he  may  be  instructed  to  perform  them.  And 
it  is  only  because  secret  agents  are  not  officers 
of  the  United  States,  bat  the  mere  agents  of 
the  President  or  <tf  his  Secoetaries,  or  of  hb 
military  or  naval-  commanders,  that  I  disclaim 
all  participation  in  thdr  appointment.  , 

It  is  this  distinction  between  officers  of  the 
Gtovemmeat,  and  the  mere  agents  of  its  offi- 
cers, which  constitutes  the  stnking  difference 
between  the  cases  referred  to  by  the  Senator 
from  Illinois,  and  that  now  before  us.  In  this 
case,  these  commissioners  were  officers  of  the 
United  States — commisnoned  as  sooh — author- 
ized by  that  commission  to  pledge  onr  faith 
and  honor — mtitied.  as  the  t>earer6  of  our  great 
seal,  to  be  regarded  everywhere  as  the  repre- 
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eentatives  of  the  BOTereignty  whose  emblem  it 
is;  and  to  olum  all  the  immanities  accorded  by 
the  pabljc  lav  to  suoh  representatives  of  any 
poww  on  earth.  Whereas,  your  secret  agents 
m  South  America,  yoor  bearers  desptttches 
m  newBp^>era,  «f  td  omne  genvt,  never  had  any 
oommissioD — had  no  aathority  to  pledge  yonr 
^th — were  never  tnuted  with  your  great  seal 
— and  had  not  a  single  privilege  anywhere, 
which  any  other  individual  citizen  might  not 
equally  well  olaim.  In  short,  they  were  not 
officers  o/  the  United  States,  but  the  messengers 
(either  special  or  general)  of  their  officers.  Sir, 
it'  mortines  me  to  hear  the  h^h  fiinctionaries 
of  the  nation  degraded  by  a  comparison  witii 
snch  gratry  as  these ;  and  their  secret  commis- 
sions assin^ated  to  the  warrants-of  messengers, 
or  the  secret  letters  to  spies.  I  know  but  one 
ot  tiiese  commissiooers  personally ;  bnt  of  him 
I  will  say,  that  tbe  same  loity  spirit  which  re- 
fused to  bring  his  ship  to  Oonstantinople,  unless 
with  her  ports  triced  up,  her  guns  shown,  and 
her  flag  and  pennants  lul  abroad,  would  have 
made  him  cast  your  parchment  from  him  with 
Bcom,  if  it  had  even  been  hinted  that  it  was 
intended  to  constitnte  him  any  other  than  a 
public  Minister  of  his  country,  whose  honor 
and  whose  interest  he  had  so  proudly  sustained. 

Bat,  Mr.  Presideut,  the  question  is  not 
whether  these  commissioners  were  what  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  calls  public  Ministers,  but 
vhetLer  they  were  offioers  of  the  United  States : 
for  the  President  may  not  make  an  original 
appointment  of  any  such  officers,  without  the 
advioe  and  oonsent  of  the  Senate.  To  deter- 
mine this  question,  yon  must  look  to  tiieir  com- 
mission. This  you  find  in  the  same  form  with 
evwy  other ;  and  if  you  will  but  consider  its 
effects  and  consequences,  none  can  doubt  that 
it  constituted  them  officers  of  the  United 
States.  Suppose  that  the  Grand  Seignior,  after 
accrediting  these  commissioners,  tiad  sent  them 
to  the  Seven  Towers,  must  not  everybody  ad- 
mit tiiat  the  honor  of  this  nation  would  have 
obliged  it  to  resent  the  insult  offered  to  itself 
by  such  an  indignity  to  its  reprfasentatives,  pro- 
tected, as  th^  woidd  have  been,  by  the  public 
lawV  Or  mppose  that  any  of  these  oommis- 
sionera  had  been  brilwd,  or  had  been  goUty  of 
any  otlier  Ugh  crime  against  their  oath  and 
the  duty  confided  to  them.  Does  any  one 
doubt  that  they  might  have  t)een  impeached  ? 
And  yet,  forsooth,  they  are  not  officers  of  the 
United  States,  but  mere  secret  agents,  like  the 
bearers  of  despatdhee  or  newspaper^  who,  as 
we  all  know,  receive  as  little  consideration  at 
home  as  they  are  entitled  to  expect  abroad. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland,  not- 
withstanding he  affirms  this  to  be  exactly  like 
the  Panama  case,  and  therefore  dear,  yet  en- 
deavors to  distinguish  it  a  little,  in  oidet  to 
make  it  clearer  than  that^  if  possible.  He  tells 
OS  that  one  of  these  oommiarioners,  Hr.  Bhind, 
was  re^arly  apiininted  consul  at  Odessa,  by 
the  President,  acting  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  given  at  oar  last  sesuon. 


That  he  being  thus  an  officer  <^  the  United 
States,  tbe  President  might  chai^  him  with 
whatever  instmotions  ought  seem  necessary, 
even  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  Turkey.  It  is 
so  oommon  in  thia  oonntej  (where  the  Hunt 
for  office  is  insatiable)  to  otmtinne  the  titles  of 
Governors  of  States,  and  militia  offioera,  to 
those  who  have  once  filled  such  places,  not  only 
wherever  they  may  be,  but  so  long  as  they  Ut^ 
that  I  am  not  surprised  the  Senator  frran  Mary- 
land should  feel  disposed  to  eiUarge  ^is  custom 
a  little ;  especially  when  a  barren  name  may  be 
made  the  miitful  parent  so  much  executive 
power  as  he  thus  dume  for  it.  Henceforward, 
we  must  not  only  say,  I  suppose,  that  once  a 
consul,  and  always  a  consul,  but,  also,  that 
once  a  consul  anywhere,  and  always  a  oonsol 
eveiTwhere.  Nay,  if  it  he  true  that  this  consul 
to  the  Russian  port  of  Odessa  may,  mrtute 
officii^  be  metamorphosed  by  the  mere  instrlio- 
tions  of  the  Preddent,  or  rather  at  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  into  a  negotiator  at  Oonrtantiao- 
ple  of  a  treaty  with  the  Ottoman  empire,  it 
will  be  very  difficult  to  find  a  limit  to  oonsolar 
functions.  Thus,  that  thing  called  a  consul, 
the  lowest  in  the  diplomatic  scale,  without  pay, 
power,  or  privilege,  may  be  converted  into  the 
most  important  functionary  the  United  States 
can  have  abroad.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  a 
subject  worthy  of  Hogarth's  pencil,  I  imagine, 
to  have  represented  the  interview  between  Mr. 
Bhi^  ODd  the  Beis  Effendi,  the  proud  repre- 
sentative criT  his  han^ty  sovereign,  when 
tiiey  first  met  to  exchange  their  powers^  tha 
"ouristian  dog  "  had  presented  to  hun  a  oonso- 
lar diploma  to  Odessa,  as  the  equivalent  of  his 
full  powers.  It  would  gratify  me  much  to  hear 
from  uiybody  what  would  have  been  the  state 
of  the  negotiation,  ii^  pendente  lite,  the  Busdan 
autocrat  had  revoked  Mr.  Bhind's  exequatwry 
and  BO  terminated  his  functions  as  consul  at 
Odessa.  But  suppose  we  might  thus  justify  Mr. 
Bhind's  appointment,  what  is  to  be  said  f<»- 
Biddle!  He  was  no  consul  to  Odessa,  nor  any- 
where else ;  nor  did  he  bear  any  diplomatic  au- 
thority, save  wifat  this  commission  conferred 
upon  him.  It  is  true  that  he  bore,  and  gal- 
lantly bore,  the  eommiarimi  of  a  post  oaptdn  in 
the  navy  of  the  United  States ;  but  sorely  it 
will  not  be  ocmtended  that  a  naval  or  military 
officer  may,  tirtute  officii,  be  transformed  into 
a  diplomatic  functicmai?  of  the  highest  grade, 
by  the  mere  instructions  of  a  Secretary  of  State, 
or  a  dmple  order  of  the  President  alcme.  The 
officers,  I  am  sure,  ought  to  object  to  this ;  for 
if  so  little  ceremony  is  necessary  in  the  me 
case,  as  lltUe  would  be  reqnidte  in  its  converse ; 
and  when  naval  officers  may,  by  a  word  from 
the  President,  or  his  Secretaries,  be  converted 
into  poblio  Ministers  to  negotiate  treaties,  the 
latter,  by  a  process  eqodly  summary,  may  be 
made  the  oommanden  of  our  fleets  and  anniea. 

Bat  the  President  himsdf  has  answered  this 
argument.  He  did  not  suppose  that  orders  and 
instmotions  alone  wonld  authorize  consuls,  post 
captains,  or  anybody  elae^  to  make  treatiea. 
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He  knew  well  tfaat  a  pleaipoteatiarj  commis- 
don  was  requisite,  and  therefore  granted  these 
^letters  patent "  for  that  very  patpose.  Nor 
will  he^  I  Bhotdd  tbink,  feel  mnoh  obliged  to 
tbe  hoaorabl«  Sotator  from  Maryland,  for  the 
Imputation  DeeeBsarily  implied  in  tiiis  argnment, 
-the  ram  and  sabatanoe  of  which  is,  that  mean- 
In;  to  BMotiate  a  treaty  with  Turkey,  and  to 
oimoeBl  t£dB  his  oUeet  from  tiie  Senate,  the 
Frerident  nominated  to  them,  as  a  mere  consol 
to  Odessa,  him  whom  he  had  appointed  a  min- 
ister plenipotentiBiy  for  that  porpose. 

lb.  Prraident,  there  is  one  more  argument 
which  I  see  I  have  to  answer,  and  then  I  will 
hare  done  witii  this  part  of  the  sabject.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  (Mr.  Eakb) 
teUs  me  that  I  come  too  late ;  that  the  Senate 
hare  already  adrised  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty ;  and,  by  so  doio^,  have  approved  the 
appoinbneut  of  the  ministers  who  negotiated' 
it.  llierefora,  I  am  now  estopped  to  nr^  any 
otjection  to  these  ^pointinentB.  For  my  par- 
ticular eman<^patien  from  this  Bopposed  estop- 
pel, I  appeal  to  the  knowledge  of  all  my  breth- 
ren of  the  Senate,  who  bare  heard  my  protes- 
tations, and  witnessed  my  conthiaal  cleJm  to 
the  ri^t  which  is  now  soaght  to  be  barred  by 
tiuB  strange  limitation.  Nor  can  I  permit  this 
argnment,  as  applied  to  the  Senate,  to  pass  un- 
noticed. As  doctrine  it  is  not  correct  how- 
eTer  certain  it  may  be  as  fact 

I  come  too  late.  I  stand  here  to  vindicate 
the  sanctity  of  the  constitntion  which  has  been 
Tiolated — ^to  assert  the  hjffh  privileges  of  this 
body  which  have  been  ffl^nged;  and  here, 
even  here,  in  this  its  Teiy  htw,  I  am  tcAd  by 
aao  <tf  its  honorable  members,  that  I  crane  too 
ktel  I  know  it,  sir;  I  do  eome  too  late. 
•*  *T1a  true ;  and  pity  'tis,  'tis  tme."  But  it  is 
only  tme  as  fact,  and  not  as  doctrine.  I  oan- 
DOt  undo  what  hat  been  done,  or  prevent  the 
mmnd  that  has  been  already  inflicted — ^for 
this,  I  do  com^  too  late.  But  I  do  not  come 
too  late  to  warn  those  who  sent  me  here,  that 
thcdr  constitntion  has  been  violated.  I  do  not 
oome  too  late  to  satisfy  those  with  whom  I  am 
here  associated,  that  their  chartered  rights 
hAve  been  impured.  I  do  not  oome  tpo  late  to 
heal  those  wounds  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  inflicted,  or  to  strive  to  prevent  the  repe- 
titi«L  of  such  ii^niiea  In  ftttnre. 

Kor  does  the  estoppel  which  has  been  relied 
npCMf  otnutitate  even  a  just  technical  objection 
to  the  aaaertion  of  tiie  high  priril^;es  which  I 
bare  {nvposed  to  m^ntain.  There  is  no  oon- 
neetion  between  the  ratification  oS  a  treaty, 
and  the  appointment  of  the  persons  commis- 
sioned to  n^tiate  it,  except  what  concerns 
the  foreign  State.  To  the  Grand  Seignior  we 
need  not,  we  must  not  say,  that  we  ratify  tiie 
treaty  concluded  with  him,  but  deny  the  au- 
thority of  the  persons  appointed  by  ourselves 
to  n^taate  it  It  would  be  idle,  nay,  it  would 
be  base  to  do  so ;  for  he  would,  hold  up  to  us 
the  "  full  power  ^  mated  to  these  n^tiators 
"by  our  own  QlUef  Jianstrate,  mider  the  sacred 
VouXL— U 
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seal  of  our  own  nation.  This,  indeed,  we  are 
estopped  to  deny  to  him ;  nor  would  it  comport 
with  the  character  of  our  people,  to  suffer  any 
other  earthly  sovereign  to  pass  upon  the  ques- 
tion r^sed,  as  to  its  misuse.  But  here,  at  home, 
itseemssomewhatparadozicaltosaythatwemay 
not  deny  to  ourselves  that  which  it  is  affirmed  by 
ounelTes  that  ourselves  have  done.  This  wouM 
be  a  most  extraordinary  estoppel  indeed. 

Short  as  is  our  history,  it  nevertheless  fur- 
nishes several  examples  ol  Ministers  who  have 
exceeded  their  instructions,  and  of  officers  who 
have  viol^ed  their  orders.  Beasons  of  policy 
have  induced  the  Govemmeut  to  adopt  some 
of  these  acts,  and  to  justify  others  to  foreign 
States.  But,  until  now,  it  has  never  been  sup- 
posed by  any,  that  these  reasons  of  State  policy 
were  of  sufficient  force  to  preclnde  aU  inquiry 
into  the  breaches  of  onr  own  laws,  much  less 
into  the  violations  of  our  constitution  itself. 
A  treaty  is  ratified,  no  matter  how  or  by  wh<att 
conoladed,  whenever  it  is  believed  to  be  pro- 
motive of  the  public  good.  But  if  this  ratifica- 
tion necessarily  implie  a  justification  of  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution,  in  the  appointment 
of  the  negotiators ;  and  if  by  such  ratification 
we  are  estopped  to  deny  this,  then,  indeed,  has 
the  time  come,  when  our  opinion  of  the  general 
welfare  is  the  substitute  for  the  requirements 
of  the  charter. 

But  how  does  this  question  come  before  us  ? 
An  amendment  to  an  appropriation  bill  is  here 
proposed,  the  object  of  which  amendment  is  to 
authorize  the  expenditure  of  more  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue  than  was  oontemidated  by  the  other 
Hons&  where  the  bill  or^mated.  If  this 
amendment  obtains,  the  bUl  so  amended  murt 
be  sent  back  tar  the  approval  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatires.  When  there,  who  win  be 
hardy  enough  to  affirm  that  these  constitutional 
guardians  of  the  money  of  the  people  are 
estopned  from  inqniring  into  the  fitaieas  of 
erautmg  what  may  be  a^ed,  and  of  tiie  mode 
in  whi<m  the  grant  shoold  be  made  ?  Such  an 
affirmation  would  be  carrying  the  claim  of  £x- 
ecutive  power  to  an  extent  never  before  heard 
of.  Tet  it  must  be  conceded  on  all  hands,  that 
the  power  of  the  Senate  over  this  appropriation 
bill  is  precisely  the  same,  neither  greater  nor 
less,  than  that  of  the  other  House,  What  then 
becomes  of  this  doctrine  of  eatoppela,  m^ed 
upon  the  Suiate  to  prevent  the  assertion  of 
their  constitutional  ri^tsf 

Mr.  Prerident,  I  nave  now  done  witii  this 
port  of  the  subject ;  and  I  will  detain  yon  but 
a  ^w  moments  in  examining  the  second  ques- 
tion. In  discussing  this,  I  am  obliged  to  con- 
cede, graHa  argtmmti,  that  -the  President, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  might  lawfully 
have  instituted  this  mission,  by  niaking  these 
original  appointments.  Yet,  granting  this,  I 
nevertheless  contend  that  it  was  his  boundeu 
duty  to  have  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  their 
next  session  the  temporary  appoiotment  of 
these  Ifinistors.  I  have  not  neasd  a  single 
suggestion  even  wbispwed  in  excuse,  mnoh  leas 
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in  jadtification  of  this  omission,  except  the  fact 
roppoaed  hj  the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois, 
which  he  most  pardon  me  for  saying,  whether 
it  may  be  .as  eapposed  or  not,  does  not,  in  any 
way,  alter  the  case.  Nay,  this  solitary  argn- 
ment  itsdf  impUea,  that  if  the  fact  be  not  aa  is 
sopposed,  thia  omiamon  faaa  no  defeDce. 

My  fHend  from  HUnoia  says,  and  says  veiy 
tmly,  that  if  the  commission  granted  by  the 
President  to  these  Ministers,  on  the  12th  day  of 
September,  18S9,  was  properly  granted,  it  would 
have  continned  in  foil  force  nntil  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  the  Senate,  that  ia  to  say, 
nntil  the  81st  of  May,  1880 ;  and  this  withont 
the  advioe  and  oonsent  of  the  Senate.  He  then 
aignes  that  the  treaty  was  concluded  on  the  7th 
of  May,  1880,  whereupon  these  Ministers  be- 
came jitneti  offieiit,  ceased  to  he  the  officers  of 
the  Government,  and  therefore  it  woold  have 
been  quite  idle  and  unnecessary  for  the  Presi- 
doit  to  have  nominatod  them  to  the  Senate. 

Now,  if  an  this  should  be  granted,  it  0(»)sti- 
tates  no  Jnstifieation  to  the  Executive,  because 
it  ia  obnondy  an  aftertfaouffht  that  could  not 
have  occurred  to  them  until  loilg  after  the  ses- 
aion  of  the  Senate.  If  Washington  and  Oon- 
atantinople,  instead  of  beii^  separated  as  they 
are  by  two  seas,  were  oonnected  by  a  railroad, 
along  which  the  couTeyance  might  be  as  rapid 
as  between  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  the  in- 
telligenoo  of  any  event  oconrring  in  the  Turkish 
capital,  on  the  7th  of  May,  could  not  be  com- 
municated much  beyond  the  Western  islands 
1^  the  SIst  of  that  month.  Then  the  demand 
is  of  an  impoasibili^,  wliioh  would  have  ns  sup- 
pose that  tiie  Enontlve  knew  of  the  oonolunon 
of  this  treafy,  and  therefm  did  not  make  the 
nominations  of  these  Ministers  to  the  Senate 
daring  their  last  sesuon.  And  the  question  is 
to  be  tiied,  not  by  the  &ct,  but  by  their  knowl- 
edge of  it.  I  pray  the  Senate  to  notion  the 
varioua  and  oontradiotory  modes  resorted  to 
for  enlai^ing  the  power  of  the  Executive.  If 
Mr.  Bhind  had  died  on  the  7th  of  May,  and  it 
had  been  judged  expedient  to  fill  up  the  vacancy 
happening  by  hia  death,  aU  agree  that  the  Pres- 
ident might  properly  have  done  so  during  the  last 
recess.  Because,  although  this  event  happened, 
it  oonld  not  have  bem  known  here  daring  the 
last  session  of  the  Boiate.  But  if  ISx.  Bhind 
makes  a  treaty  on  the  same  day,  this  after^is- 
eovered  fiujt,  although  equally  unknown  to  the 
President  when  the  Senate  aidjoumed,  is  urged 
to  justify  him  for  not  laying  Mr.  Khind's  ap- 
pointment before  the  Senate  at  their  last  ses- 
sion, although  this  appointment  was  made  here 
(and  therefore  well  known)  eight  months  be- 
rore  that  sessidh  terminated. 

Is  it  a  fact,  however,  that  this  treaty  was 
concluded  on  the  7th  of  May  ?  It  is  true  the 
instrument  boars  that  date ;  but  we  all  know 
that  it  could  not  have  been  then  concluded. 
Because  it  is  absolutely  certain  that  two  of  ^e 
oommisfdonws  had  not  then  reached  Constan- 
tinople; and  that,  without  their  flwrobatton, 
even  the  Turkish  Government  wonla  not  ocm- 


[FnBi).uT,  1881. 


sent  to  consider  the  project  as  a  treaty  ca^ 
eluded.  When  then  was  it  concluded?  Oem- 
tiunly  not  so  late  as  the  S9th  of  May.  Becaws 
we  have  on  our  files  a  letter  of  that  date,  wvit> 
ten  by  one  of  these  codunissionera  to  anotiw, 
urging  many  ailments  to  indnce  him  to  rim 
it.  On  the  next  day,  (the  SOth,)  another  mm- 
miaslmier  writes  to  the  Seovtai?  of  State,  say- 
ing that  he  had  that  day  signed  the  tratfr; 
bnt  there  Is  no  evid^ice  before  th»  Senate, 
showing  when  it  was  rigned  by  his  associates. 

Suppose,  however,  that  it  was  signed  by  aU 
the  commissioners  on  or  before  the  80th  of  May. 
The  instruments  were  sdll  to  be  exchanged  be- 
fore the  business  of  the  negoliadtni  oonld  be 
concluded;  and  we  have  the  strongest  pre- 
sumptive evidence  that  this  was  not  done  on 
that  day  in  the  fact  apparent  upon  our  own 
journals  that  the  80th  of  May  last  was  SuikIi^. 
Now  does  any  man  believe  that  these  ndniaten 
of  a  Ohristian  people  would  have  thus  pnbUdy 
profiuied  the  Ohriataan  aabbath  at  a  MahcHnetoa 
court,  and  under  Ae  view  <tf  aU  the  Ministers 
of  the  powers  of  Obrlstendimr  there  convened  t 
I  do  not  pat  this  even  apm  the  ground  of  their 
Ohristian  faith,  bnt  aptm  the  ground  of  natiMul 
pride  and  national  honor,  ^ways  involved  in 
the  conduct  of  the  nation's  Ministers.  My  liib 
upon  it,  tliere  ia  one  of  these  commisnoners 
who  would  have  willin^y  suffered  even  impal- 
ing before  he  would  have  so  degraded  hinu^ 
and  his  country  in  the  eyes  of  all  Christendom. 
But  if  this  work  was  not  completed  on  the  80th 
May,  it  could  not  ]^ve  been  done  until  the 
Slst;  and  on  the  morning  this  day  our  joor^ 
nals  diow  that  the  Senate  a^io^™^  Now, 
whether  the  exdwnge  of  the  treaties,  (if  made 
on  that  day,)  or  the  a^Jonmment  of  the  Senate, 
took  place  first,  is  a  question  which  I  will  leave 
to  be  decided  by  those  who  can  better  calenlat* 
the  difference  tn  longitude,  aid  who  may  know 
more  of  the  etiquette  of  the  Tnrkish  court  than 
I  do.  This  is  done  the  more  readily,  because  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  work  was  not  completed 
until  the  1st  of  Jane.  For  I  find  a  letter  of 
that  date  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  treaty,  and  giving  the 
first  int^igmoe  of  its  conclusion ;  and  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  these  oommis^ners  woold  hav« 
lost  no  time  in  conunnnieatlng  to  tbur  Govwn- 
ment  the  oonaumm^on  of  thu  tedious  a^r. 

Let  it  be,  however,  that  the  trea^  was  eon* 
clnded  at  any  time  gentlemen  please.  Did  the 
Ministers  cease  to  be  such  the  moment  thcrir 
work  was  done  1  Will  the  *'  salaries  "  proposed 
to  be  allowed  to  them  cense  at  that  timet 
Were,  they  not  entitled  to  tiie  common  priv- 
ily of  a  member  of  Congress,  or  even  of  a  wit- 
ness eundo  mansndo  et  redeundo  t  I  pray,  sir, 
that  we  may  not  continue  to  pwplex  ourselves 
by  confounding  the  officer  with  his  duties. 
These  commisnoners  were  Ministers  before 
they  begad  to  negotiate— 4hey  were  Ministwe 
throoghout  the  negotiation;  and  Ministers  theiy 
oontinned  to  be,  at  least  while  th^  remained 
at  the  Tnrkish  court,  whetfa«r  engaged  la  per- 
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forming  the  special  servioe  for  which  ^ey  were 
deputed,  or  otherwise.  The  innnnnities  con- 
ferred apon  them  hj  the  public  law  attach  not 
to  tiie  datj  to  be  performed,  bnt  the  office 
created  by  the  comnuaaioa  for  ita  performance. 
The  Saltan  would  have  offended  jost  as  much 
aninat  the  law,  by  suflGering  indignity  to  be 
Q&r«d  to  any  crit  those  Ministers  after  the  treaty 
waaeoDdnded,  aab^ltva;  as  lunohif  the  nego- 
tiatioB  had  maw  eommenoed,  or  been  broken 
o£^aa  if  it  had  continued.  But  we  know  that 
these  commissioners  remained  at  Oonstantino- 
^«  eertiunly  until  ^e  8tii  of  June,  for  we  have 
upon  our  files  official  letters  of  that  date^  writ- 
ten by  them  at  that  place.  Then  what  becomes 
of  this  vindication,  rested  as  it  is  upon  unknown 
events,  ooonrring  at  some  doubtful  peri  od  of  time  i 

Jte.  President,  my  strength  is  almost  gone, 
and  your  patience  must  be  at  least  as  muoQ  ex- 
hausted, yet  a  few  words  more — I  hope  they 
may  be  the  last  with  which  I  shall  have  occa- 
eioik  to  trouble  yoo.  For  many  years  have  I 
vatobed  the  making  of  thla  Goreniment^  and 
have  aeen  it  steadily  advaiMAug  to  that  oondl- 
tion  to  wtuch  our  most  sagacious  statesmen 
hu^  ago  predicted  it  must  one  day  come.  Oc- 
oasional  obstructions  to  its  onward  motion 
have  Bometimes  dieered  me  with  the  hope  that 
these  prediotions  would  not  be  verified.  Nor 
will  I  ever  part  with  tliis  hope,  while  this  body 
remains  true  to  itself^  and  faithful  to  the  States 
whose  sovereignties  are  here  represented.  But 
what  I  have  seen  and  heard  of  late,  is  not  well 
calculated  to  cherish  hope.  The  time  is  not 
&r  distant,  nay,  it  la  at  hand,  when  the  the- 
oretio  maxim  of  the  British  law  will  become  a 
waotioal  rule  for  the  American  people.  The 
Snglidi  jorista  tdl  as  that "  the  Kmg  can  do  no 
wrong,"  and  soon  may  we  expect  to  hear  this 
fiction  of  the  British  Government  transferred 
to  oars,  as  a  solemn  tmth  affirmed  of  onr  Pres- 
ident. I  wish  we  may  be  able  to  introduce 
with  this  principle  the  corrective  it  finds  in  the 
Govermnent  from  whence  it  is  borrowed. 
There,  although  the  King  can  do  no  wrong,  his 
ICiniflters  are  responsible  for  all  the  bad  advice 
they  ^ve  him.  . 

In  the  instance  before  ua,  I  am  willing  to  be- 
lieve that  the  President  has  not  knowingly  vio- 
lated the  constitution,  or  designed  to  impur 
the  li^ts  of  the  Senate,  or  denred  to  usurp  for 
himself  the  entire  and  absolute  ocmtivl  over  all 
a»p(riiitmettta»  although  such  oertainly  is  the 
^lect  f^hia  acts.  In  the  mode  in  which  hu^- 
nees  of  this  kind  is  done,  as  we  all  know,  many 
circumstances  may  have  existed,  to  absolve  the 
President  from  all  design  to  exert  any  anch 
power  as  has  been  here  pat  in  practice,  in  order 
to  produce  anch  effecta.  But  what  must  we 
aay  of  his  lOmstera,  the  bounden  duty  of  some 
of  whom  it  is,  to  present  to  him  the  jEacts  as 
ibef  know  them  to  be.  Of  his  cabinet,  four 
were  members  of  tiiis  body  during  the  memor- 
able Panama  dlscussioo.  One  of  them  (the 
Secretary  of  the  Kavy)  was  the  mover  of  the 
reeolntkm  declaratory  of  our  ri^ta,  and  deny- 
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iog  to  the  President  the  power  then  dumed, 
and  here  exercised.  Another  of  them  (the 
Secretary  of  State)  stood  by  my  ude  in  thi^ 
debate,  the  able  advocate  of  those  rights,  elo- 
quently denounoing  the  claim  of  power  then 
preferred,  as  but  a  part  of  a  long-settled  system 
oovertiy  to  increase  the  infiuence  and  patronage 
of  the  Executive.  And  all  four  united  with  me 
in  the  Tote  given  upon  that  ocoawm.  Sur- 
rounded by  such  advisers,  if  no  vcnoe  was  raised 
to  admonish  him,  if  do  fnendlj  oantion  wav 
giv«i  to  him  by  any  of  those  whose  opinion 
upon  this  snbject  was  so  well  known,  and  one 
of  whom  had  in  his  own  office  a  full  represen- 
tation of  all  the  facta  existing  in  the  case,  it 
onght  not  to  be  matter  of  mnch  astonishment, 
if  we  Preudent  should  have  regarded  it  as  one 
of  common  occurrence;  and  the  omisnon  to 
lay  the  ^pointmrats  before  the  Senate  at  their 
next  session  may  posubly  have  been  accidental. 
I  know  not  how  tins  matter  stands ;  bat  this  I 
know,  that  if  such  a  representation  had  ever 
been  made  to  the  Soiate,  I  should  pever  have 
been  heard  to  oawure  nwre  overughts^  or  acts 
of  any  kind  unoonsciondy  done.  When  h<Hior- 
able  Senators,  however,  instead  of  excusing, 
seek  to  jnstify  what  hsts  been  done,  and  this 
too  by  such  argomenta  as  we  have  heard, 
which,  if  sound,  most  suffice  to  perpetoate  this 
powe^  the  case  assumes  a  very  different  aspect 
mdeed.  Under  this  different  aspect,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  consider  it 

For  thns  regarding  it,  I  know  well  what  I 
am  to  encounter.  I  have  seen  the  writing  on 
the  wait  I  know  the  finger  by  which  it  is  in- 
scribed. It  needs  no  Daniel  to  interpret  it^ 
But,  sir,  it  is  my  mmtoladon  to  know,  that  the 
balance  in  whidi  I  shall  be  weired,  will  nevef 
be  hdd  by  any  exMotive  ofl^oer  of  thla  Oovem- 
mea^  be  he  who  be  may.  They  who  sent 
me  here^  placed  me  as  a  warder  on  the  watoh- 
tower,  to  warn  of  the  ^roaoh  of  danger.  I 
will  not  play  the  sheidiera's  boy,  and  cry  out 
when  tiiere  is  none.  But  when  the  danger 
studs  confessed  before  me,  come  it  in  what 
"questionable  shape"  it  may,  I  will  do  my 
duty.  That  duty  is  now  done,  sir;  to  what 
end,  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  will  decide. 

Mr.  Kane  replied  briefly  to  some  of  the  re- 
marks of  Ur.  Tazewku. 

Hr.  WooDBUBT  next  roee,  aod  observed,  that 
in  some  respects  his  position  resembled  the  gen- 
tlunan*s  from  New  Jers^;  but  in  certain  par- 
ticulars they  differed.  He  (Mr.  W.)  had  not 
spoken  at  all,  nor  voted  on  the  resolution  of 
1826,  so  as  to  commit  himself  on  the  power  of 
the  Preitideat  to  make  known  puUic  and  regu- 
lar diplomatic  appointmrata  without  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate.  But  on  that 
subject  he  then  formed  decisive  opinions,  which 
still  remained  nnchanged ;  and  if  that  resolu- 
tion had  not  been  laid  upon  the  table,  contrarr 
to  his  vote,  he  would  have  placed  those  opin- 
ions on  our  I^islative  records.  He  should  not 
now,  for  a  moment,  hedtate  to  avow  that  those 
(^iniom,  so  far  as  regarded  the  constouetdpn  of 
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the  coDstitntioD  on  that  point,  went  the  vhole 
length  of  what  had  heen  detailed  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Yir^nia,  On  that  point,  however 
maoh  they  might  differ  on  oUier  points,  he 
agreed  with  hiin  thronghont,  entirely, 

Hr.  W.  uid  he  never  supposed  that  Hib  ena- 
meration  of  Ifinisters,  jadges,  &o.,  in  the  oonsti- 
tntton  gave  power  to  appoint  any  particolar 
Minister  or  judge  till  a  law  or  a  specific  appro- 
priation  created  a  particolar  office ;  and  that 
then  the  Prei^ent'a  power,  as  well  as  oar  own 
in  snch  cases,  oommencced,  we  acting  with 
him  as  to  fdtnre  vacancies  doring  the  session  of 
Congress,  and  he  acting  alone,  if  he  chooses,  as 
to  vacancies  during  onr  recess,  so  as  to  appoint 
until  the  close  of  the  ensuing  session.  This 
was  the  fair  and  safe  construction.  He  should 
not  now  dwell  on  the  exceptions  to  ^Is 
general  prindple,  nor  npon  its  various  limita- 
tions. The  hour  was  too  late,  and  the  qnestoon 
too  irrelevant  to  the  real  inqniry  now  before 
the  Senate.  That  inquiry  was,  in  his  opinion, 
a  very  narrow  one.  If  l^e  House  would  spare 
him  a  minute  on  the  true  question  in  issue,  he 
woold  endeavor  to  satisfy  them  that  the  diffi- 
culty was  wholly  one  of  form  rather  than  sah- 
Btance,  and  that  the  amendment  of  his  fiiend 
ft"om  Illinois  would,  he  hoped,  remove  even  the 
objeotioD  of  form. 

What  was  the  fear  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia?  That  by  voting  for  the  present  ap- 
propriation he  might  seem  to  suictioo  what  in 
1826  he  and  aU  of  us,  who  then  thought  with 
han,  gloried  in  having  disamffoved.  We  all 
still  msapprove  of  it.  But  he  (l£e.  Tazbwxll) 
distinctly  admitted  liiat  a  compeoBaUon  ought 
to  be  inade  to  the  agents  to  an  extent  equiva- 
lent to  their  services,  though  their  appoint- 
mente  may  have  been  irregular  from  mistake, 
preoeden^  or  otherwise.  True,  he  wished  it  to 
originate  in  the  other  House,  and  to  be  included 
In  a  separate  bill.  Now,  it  was  well  known, 
tiie  treaty  was  not  ratified,  and  the  business 
concluded,  till  after  the  ^propriation  bill  was 
reported  in  the  other  House ;  tmd  in  snch  case 
it  Was  usual  to  insert  claims  here.  It  was  also 
proper  and  manly  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary 
of  Btate,  though  eensured  for  it,  to  recomm^d 
flie  oompensation  to  the  (dd  agents  nnder  the 
last  administration  as  well  as  to  the  new  agento. 
"What,  then,  ia  the  whole  difference,  conceding, 
ft  moment,  for  aivument,  that  these  appoint- 
ments were  irregoiar?  Is  it  whether  you  shall 
pay  them  in  a  separate  bill,  or  in  the  general 
appropriation  bill?  And  this  also  at  a  late 
period  in  our  session,  when  a  separate  bill  could 
not  probably  be  originated  and  passed  in  the 
nsnal  coarse  of  business.  It  resolves  itself  then 
entirely  into  a  question  of  form.  Every  advan- 
tage to  be  obtained  by  a  separate  bill  can  be 
secured  here.  We  can  here,  as  in  such  a  bill, 
Hmit  the  som  to  the  supposed  benefit  derived 
to  the  public  fh)m  the  services  of  each  agent, 
or  leave  it  to  be  apportioned  bj  tiie  PremenL 

in  onr  opinioo,  the  Bervloea  txT  any  have  been 
already  amply  paid,  or  wtfe  useless  to  the 
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country,  we  can  here  ezdnde  them.  But  all 
must  admit,  that,  so  fiar  as  the  country  has 
profited  by  their  exertions,  bo  far  they  ought  in 
some  way  to  be  paid,  whether  thwr  ^)point- 
ments  were  regular  or  irregular.  In  making 
the  compensation,  whether  In  this  or  a  separate 
bill,  we  oould  equally  avoid  the  other  difflcDl^ 
of  u»ng  lauf^age  calonlated  to  express  an  opin- 
ion on  the  irregnlaritj  of  their  ap^iotments. 
He  was  anxious  as  any  body  to  avoid  inoonss- 
tency,  and  to  relieve  . any  gentleman  from  any 
set  of  words  snch  as  chaises,  outfits,  &o.,  whidi 
might  seem  to  imply  an  expressed  opinion  that 
these  agents  were  regular  charges,  commisnon- 
ers,  or  any  other  class,  by  whatever  name,  of 
public  or  accredited  diplomatic  officers.  On 
this  point  he  deemed  it  embarrassing  and  un- 
necessary to  go  into  any  subtle  investigations. 
The  presoit  administration  had  only  followed 
the  steps  of  the  past  one  in  sending  agents  to 
Constantan<^le.  If  a  part  of  the  Smate  deem- 
ed them  legal  and  constitutiQnal  ^pointmenta 
of  public  regular  agents,  as  made  to  fill  vacan- 
cies, they  could  vote  for  the  appropriation  on 
that  ground.  If  a  portion  deemed  them  not 
such  appointments,  but  private  informal  agents, 
equally  legal  and  equally  constitutional,  they 
would  vote  for  the  appropriation  on  that 
ground.  If  others  deemed  them  to  belong  to 
neither  of  these  classes,  tiiey  might  vote  for  it 
on  the  broad  ground  before  mentioned,  and 
which  the  Senator  from  Viigiuia  concedes,  that 
i^  having  reaped  advantavM  from  their  ser- 
vices, they  are  willing  to  bestow  on  them  a 
quid  pro  qvo,  or  a  gvanium  nuruU.  As  the 
amendment  offered  by  hia  fiiend  on  fhe  r^t, 
left  no  implicatim  of  a  specnfic  q[>inion  on  these 
questions,  it  was  the  most  preferable,  and 
should  receive  his  support  It  avtnded  a  use- 
less controversy ;  it  relinquished  no  power  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  opened  no  door  to 
danger  or  encroachment. 

For  himself^  he  iilways  believed  that  the 
President  oould  appoint  secret,  informal,  diplo- 
matic agents,  without  onr  advice,  and  pay  them 
out  of  the  contingent  fund.  By  this  amend- 
ment, we  only  increased  that  fund  to  meet  this 
new  and  unusual  burden  of  the  Turkish  n^o- 
tiation  by  saah  agents;  and  one  which  aD, 
probably,  admitteoto  be  a  just  burden  on  the 
Treasury  in  some  shi^  or  other.  Over  that 
fimd,  to  its  whole  extent,  the  Pr^drat  altme 
exercises  a  sound  discretion,  both  as  to  the  indi- 
viduals  employed,  and  the  amount  of  their  sal- 
aries, whether  $600  or  |6,000*a  year.  Both 
Houses  of  Congress  have  deemed  it  wise  and 
constitutional  to  place  in  his  hands,  and  his 
hands  alone,  a  power  to  appoint  and  expend  to 
that  extent;  and  if  he  exceeds  it,  no  remunera- 
tion can  be  had  without  onr  subsequent  appro- 
bation. The  agents  thus  employed  have  no 
fixed  public  diplomatic  powers.  They  are  not 
impeachable  as  officers.  They  caonot  commit 
either  House  d  Oongreas  without  oar  SDbs»- 
qnent  assent  Tbey  can  make  no  treaties  wittt- 
oot  our  mbsequent  consent  It  is  the  VnA' 
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dont  and  Senate  wbo  make  treaties,  who  give 
them  validitj,  and  not  the  dranghtsmen,  or 
risers,  whether  they  be  r^olar  or  irxegalar 
a^nts.  Ko  danger  conld  accme  from  this 
view  of  EiecntiTO  powers.  The  doings  of 
agents,  appointed  without  oar  advice,  in  mak- 
ing treaties,  whether  in  the  session  or  daring 
the  recess  of  Oongress,  may  or  may  not  be  ap- 
proved by  OS  in  the  ratification,  uid  may  or 
may  hot  be  approved  by  the  two  Houses  of 
OoDgreaa  In  sabwqueat  appropriations  to  carry 
the  treacles  into  eiSuA.  In  the  case  of  the 
Florida  trea^,  made  by  "iSr.  Adams,  without 
his  nomination  being  submitted  to  the  Senate, 
we  not  only  approved  the  treaty,  but  Oongress 
afterwards  appropriated  five  millions  to  carry 
it  into  effect.  The  late  Anstrian  treaty  was 
made  in  the  same  way  by  the  present  Secretary 
of  State ;  and,  if  either  of  the  agents  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  had  a  commission 
under  &e  broad  seal  or  the  narrow  se^,  they 
had  it  without  consnlting  the  Senate.  It  was 
not  intended,  any  more  than  in  this  case,  to 
give  them  the  character  of  pnbtio  diplomatic 
officers,  bat  of  mere  temporary  agents  widi 
spedal  powers.  Thdr.aaditiooal  pay,  like- 
wise, if  th^  had  any,  wss  either  frran  the  se- 
cret or  from  the  contingMit  funds. 

He  Offered,  however,  from  his  friends  who 
had  spoken  on  the  same  side,  as  to  the  impera- 
tive effect  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by 
ns,  as  imposing  an  obligation  to  pay  the  agents 
&t  all  events.  We  ratified  the  treaty  because 
we  deemed  it  beneficial :  certainly  that  was  his 
opinion.  But  the  agents,  or  some  of  them, 
might  appear  to  ns  to  have  been  so  little  naefbl 
in  the  negotiation^  as  to  justify  no  compensation 
on  the  ground  of  a  quantum  meruit.  When 
tiie  President  employed  and  paid  them  out  of 
the  oontingent  fiind,  h«  alone  exercised  a  dis- 
cretion on  this,  uid  went  Into  those  considera- 
tions, nnless  he  had  before  made  with  them 
spedfio  contracts  as  to  the  amount  of  their 
compensation.  But,  when  we  were  called  on 
to  appr<^riate  anew,  and  in  a  specific  or  gen- 
eral ibrm,  for  this  object,  we  had  the  power  to 
affix  any  reasonable  limits  to  that  appropria- 
tion. Here  we  proposed  to  add  to  the  general 
contingent  fund  only  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
leaving  the  President,  within  that  sum,  to  ex- 
ercise his  own  discretion,  and  make  snoh  dis- 
criminations as  justice  required. 


Wkdnbsdat,  February  iS8. 
Tha  Tarhith  Commimion. 

Hie  Senate  having  sgain  resumed  the  connd- 
wation  of  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill  by  Mr.  Tazewell, 

Ur.  LivmosTON  smd:  A  just  diffidence  of 
iny  power  to  impress  upon  others  the  force  of 
oonuderations  which  guide  me  in  forming  my 
own  opinion,  has  generally  indnoed  me  to  be 
silent,  when  in  any  debate  others  had  expressed 
the  reasons  which  were  to  govern  my  vote. 
My  rini^  to  address  jaa  now,  Ur.  FreHdant, 


tenodepartore  from  this  rule.  Dissenting' in 
every  particnlar  from  the  doctrines  on  which  a 
most  grave  accusation  has  been  made ;  feeling 
it  a  duty  to  refute  that  accusation,  on  grounds 
and  for  reasons  which  have  not  been  expressed 
by  otiiers,  I  must  reluctantly  ask  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  while  I  endeavor  to  perform  this 
duty. 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  Yir^ia  has,  in  the 
most  unquslified  terms,  characterized  this  whole 
transactiou,  from  its  very  onte^  to  its  conclu- 
sion, as  a  lawless,  nnconstitational  nsorpation 
of  power  on  the  part  of  tlie  Preudent ;  «ad  the 
acquiescence  in  it  which  he  says  will  be  in- 
volved in  onr  adoption  of  the  amendment,  a 
participation  in  the  acts  thus  denounced,  a^^ 
veted  by  a  base  surrender  of  rights,  which  are 
vested  in  us  by  the  constitution.  I  repeat,  sir, 
litoraUy,  the  charge.  He  has  added,  that  it  is 
gross,  palpable,  to  be  justified  by  no  construc- 
tiqn  of  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  nor  ex- 
cused by  its  spirit;  that  with  respect  to  the 
Prendent,  the  act  is  done,  the  sacrifice  is  con- 
summated ;  but  that,  on  our  parts,  we  may  yet 
avoid  the  sacrilegious  guilt  of  violating  the 
oonstitntion,  by  voting  with  him  for  tAriking 
out  the  sDpn^riation.  We  have  yet  tiiis  re- 
Bonroe.  But,  in  a  tone  at  once  admonitory  and 
menacing,  we  are  told  that  there  is  no  other 
esc^e ;  we  stand  on  the  brink,  another  step, 
and  we  are  lost,  eugulfed,  with  the  Preddent 
and  hia  advisers,  in  va»  same  abyss  of  poUtioal 
profiigacy  and  ruin. 

Sir,  I  wish  for  no  escape.  If  I  desired  one,  I 
conld  find  it  behind  the  reasoning  of  the  Sen- 
ator himself.  He  moves  to  strike  out  the  ap- 
propriation, because  it  provides  for  an  outfit, 
and  because  it  calls  those  who  made  the  treaty 
commissioners.  Yet  he  is  willmg  to  pay  the 
whole  sum — syl  and  a  mndi  greater,  as  mnc^ 
as  any  member  may  deem  a  smBdent  remuner- 
ation ;  he  will  be  not  only  just  but  generous. 
Why  will  he  do  this?  Why,  as  a  guardian  of 
tiie  public  treasure  as  well  as  of  the  conatitn- 
tion — why  will  he  open  it  to  these  persons  t 
Undoubtedly  because  he  thinks  they  have  ren- 
dered a  service ;  but  in  what  manner  ?  in  what 
capacity?  Clearly,  in  no  other  than  that  of 
nuking  a  treaty,  and  as  commissioners.  Then, 
I  ask,  sir,  is  he  not  wiUi^  to  sacrifice  the  sub- 
stance for  the  form  ?  Would  not  a  provision 
for  this  payment,  in  any  manner  that  yon  conld 
give  it,  sanction  the  service  wlu(^  it  was 
earned  ?  But  the  "  rose  "  whieh,  in  another 
part  of  the  gentleman's  argnment,  he  said 
would  "  smeU  as  sweet  by  any  other  name," 
here  loses  its  fragrance.  Change  its  den(Hnina- 
tion,  call  it  compensation  for  services,  and  its 
perfume  is  delicious ;  alter  the  name  to  outfit 
and  salary,  its  odor  is  insupportable,  and  taints 
the  very  air ;  every  constitutional  nerve  of  the 
Senator  is  shocked  by  it.  Now,  sir,  if  I  wi^ 
to  escape  the  qnestion,  if  I  thought  the  denun- 
ciation well  supported,  I  mi^ht,  as  I  said,  adopt 
this  reasoniiw,  and,  by  voting  for  the  amend- 
ment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  (Mr. 
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Km,)  which  AToids  the  ol^ectionable  terms, 
leave  it  in  douht  whether  I  did  not  assent  to 
.the  dootrine  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 
But,  sir,  X  am  not  disposed  to  avail  m7Belf  of 
tnch  8  snbterAige.  Whenever  I  have  formed  an 
DpiDion,  and  am  properly-  called  on  mj  dot/ 
to  express  it,  I  will  do  it  fearlesslj,  independ- 
ently, as  becomes  a  member  of  this  angnst 
body,  frankly-  to  my  fellow-Senators,  ezpUmtiy 
to  the  nation ;  bn^  at  the  same  time,  with  a 
proper  deference  and  respect  for  the  opinions 
of  uioae  with  whom  Z  have  the  misfortnne  to 
ffifflor.  In  Hm  spirit,  sir,  I  will  proceed  to  dis- 
cuss the  serioQS  qnestions  that  have  been  raised 
by  the  Senator  from  Yir^^nia,  and  to  repel,  as 
best  I  may,  the  charge  of  violating  the  oonsti- 
tntion,  and  sarrendering  the  rights  of  the  body 
to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong. 

I  do  not,  myself^  deal  in  professions  of  at- 
tachment to  the  oonstitntion — when  made  by 
others,  I  believe  them,  unless  their  oondnot  or 
character,  has  given  me  reason  to  doubt  their 
sincerity.  In  tte  case  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, no  one  who  knows  him  can  have  sach  a 
doabt ;  bnt  whilst  the  fiiUest  confidence  b  felt 
that  he  la  persoaded  of  the  tmth  of  oil  he  ut- 
ters,-and  while  he  is  omiTineed,  that  the  oon- 
stmotion  he  pats  on  the  oonstitntion  1b  the  ^e 
one;  while  he  believes  that  those  who  think 
^fferently  are  in  the  wrong,  might  not  a  slight 
mspicion  that  he  himself  is  deceived;  that  nis 
jn^^ent,  strong  as  it  natorally  is,  and  invig- 
orated as  it  has  been  by  study  and  reflection, 
that  even  sach  a  judgment  might  sometimes 
errt  and  would  not  mis  reflection,  had  it  oc- 
'  eorred,  have  led  him  to  think  that  this  might 
be  one  of  those  rare  occasions,  and  have  in- 
daced  him  to  qaatify  by  some  expression  of  a 
possibility  that  his  reasoning  might  be  ill- 
nninded,  the  swee^ng  oharses  of  nsnrpation, 
and  lawleBB  and  nnoonstltntional  acts  by  tibe 
Present,  of  diweliction  of  dnty  in  those  who 
support  fliemt  and  wonid  not  that  reflection 
also  have  inclined  him  to  avoid  asserting  that 
these  violations  were  gross,  open,  palpable,  snch 
as  the  pliUnest  mderstanding  most  perceive — 
thns  leaviDg  to  those  who  cannot  read  the  con- 
stitution as  he  does,  not  even  the  excuse  of  error 
and  isnorance  to  cover  their  aberrations?  Sir, 
this  (marge  goes  ont  to  the  nation,  to  the  world, 
nnder  the  authority  of  the  Senator's  name — ^it 
has  already  gone  forth ;  party  spirit  has  already 
seized  it ;  detraction  has  repeated  it ;  simple  cre- 
dulity may  believe  it  \  and  the  nation  is  nven  to 
tmderstand  ^st  its  first  mog^strate  has  aeliher^ 
atolyeommitted  an  open  violation  of  t^eoonstitn- 
tion  and  his  doty,  or,  as  was  innnnated,  has  been 
ignorantly  made  the  instrument  of  others  in  its 
performance ;  and  tiiat  this  body,  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  is  ready,  nnless  they  listen 
to  the  warning  voice  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
sinia,  to  aid  in  the  parricidal  act.  Now,  sir, 
now  if  this  chaige  should  be  unsnpported? 
How  if  it  should  he  void  of  the  slighest  foun- 
dation t  How  if  the  letter  <ji  the  constitution, 
u  mil  as  its  sfbAt,  should  aanction  the  lepro- 
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bated  act?  How  if  It  sboold  he  proved  to  have 
been  the  uniform  course  of  the  Govermnoit 
from  its  institution,  pursued  by  the  practice 
Washington,  Jefferson,  Adams,  Monroe,  by 
every  Fresident  of  every  party ;  saneticHied  by 
every  Senate,  nnimpeaohed  by  any  House  of 
Representatives — oaUed  in  question  by  no  vigi- 
lant guardian  of  the  constitution  until  the  pre»- 
ent  dayf  How  then!  What  then  will  this 
nation,  the  inteUieent  natlcm  to  whoifl  this 
charge  is  made,  what  wiU  they  think — what 
wlU  M  thdr  veraktV  To  thein,  Mr,  I  aifieal ; 
to  t^eir  sentence  I  am  willing  to  milnnit  Sir, 
X  do  not  arrogate  to  myself  to  be  one  ot  the 
chosen  few  to  whose  cham  the  defence  of  the 
constitution  is  committed;  or  that  my  con- 
Btruction  of  that  instrument  is  the  only  ortho- 
dox fiiith.  All  those  who  surround  me,  have 
an  equal  du^  to  perform  in  this  respect ;  all 
of  them  are,  no  donbt,  equally  willing,  and 
moat  of  them  more  able,  to  perform  it  than  my- 
self; but,  while  I  yield  to  their  equal  right  and 
superior  ahilil?,  I  mxut  renst  the  claim  any  one 
may  set  np,  nther  curectly  or  by  implicatimi, 
to  tike  titie  of  exelnaive  deader  of  the  oonstj- 
tution.  I  have  said  that  I  do  not  deal  in  pro- 
fessions ;  hut  when  the  measures  my  sense  of 
duty  obliges  me  to  support,  ore  stigmatized  by 
the  terms  we  have  Just  hear^,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  tiiat  I  yield  to  no  man  in  attach- 
ment to  the  charter  of  our  fundamental  lawa, 
to  the  Union  of  which  it  is  the  bond,  and  to 
those  ri^ts  of  its  separate  members,  which  are 
not  surrendered  by  it  to  the  National  Govern- 
ment I  am  old  enough  to  have  watched  the 
progress  of  its  formation,  to  have  witeessed  the 
first  moments  of  its  existence,  and  was  erne  of 
those  who  b^ed  its  flrst  appearance  as  the 
harbinger  of  that  prosperity  which  it  has  so 
glorioiuly  realized.  I  saw  it,  ur,  in  itt  ondle, 
marired  its  progress  with  no  inattentive  eye ; 
and  the  first  period  of  my  poUttoal  lifb  was  em- 
ployed in  TMsting  inroads  wlueh  ftlse  ood- 
structions,  in  high  party  times,  made  on  ita 
provisions.  X  belonged,  and  faithfully  adhered, 
to  the  party  which  opposed  (for  a  period  on- 
successnilly)  acts  which  we  thou^t  infractions 
of  that  instrument.  My  prctfcsnon  of  faith  has 
not  heretofore,  and  is  not  now,  altered — it 
never  will  be.  But  that  faith  does  not  oblige 
me  to  array  myself  with  any  one,  whatever 
may  be  my  opinion  of  his  patriotism  and  zeiJ, 
in  opposition  to  the  exercise  of  a  power  tliat  I 
think  is  Mrly  conferred  by  the  coDstitntion  to 
one  branch  of  tlie  Qovermnoftt^  or  contend  for 
it  in  &vor  of  another  not  entitied  to  It^  though 
I  should  myself  be  a  manber  of  that  latter 
branch. 

What  are  the  &ots  which  have  created  this 
sudden  explosion?  The  rapid  growth  of  the 
Russian  establishments  on  the  Black  Sea,  and 
the  consequent  increase  of  commerce  in  that 
quarter,  had  for  some  years  past  made  an  ar- 
rangement denrable  witii  the  Saltan,  who  held 
the  keys  d  the  narrow  inlet,  through  which 
altme  an  entranoe  into  tUs  sea  ooou  be  had 
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The  immediate  predecestior  of  the  preaeot  Chief 
Hagis^ate  had  ^pointed  suoooBsiTely  the  two 
oommandero  of  oar  aqoadroa  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, together  wi^  iSx.  Offiej,  onr  oonsul  at 
Smyrna,  commisBioaera  to  effect  this  object. 
Thej  were  Airoished  with  fall  powers^  commis- 
sioned  under  the  great  seal,  and  instructed  to 
make  a  tnai^  to  aecnre  this  olgeot.  This  was 
deBigned  to  be  a  secret  mis^n ;  it  was  never 
commanioated  to  the  Senate,  nor  was  the  ap- 
poifitment  of  the  oommisiiMwrs  snbmitted  to 
them  for  oonfizmaUon:  however,  from  some 
canse,  not  perfectly  nnder^^od,  bnt^  as  many 
believe,  from  too  great  publicity  ^ven  to  the 
mission,  it  totally  faUed ;  and  thU  faUure  be* 
oome  known  soon  after  ilt.  Adams  went  out  of 
offioe.  The  object  inoreadng  eveiy  day  in  im- 
portanoe,  it  very  early  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  present  administration ;  and  to  avoid  the 
iaterferenoe  of  other  nations,  and  better  to  se- 
oare  the  secrecy  of  the  op»eraUon,  Mr^  Rhind 
was  appointed  consul  to  Odessa,  bat  was  fur- 
nished with  fidl  powera,  directed  Mntljr  and 
aeverally  to  him,  C<HDmodore  Biddle,  anid  Mr. 
Offlay ;  he  was  directed,  under  the  cover  of  his 
4HHisnlar  appointment,  to  proceed  to  Oonstanti- 
Dople,  and  there  negotii^  tbr  the  free  entrance 
into  the  Black  Sea ;  he  went  there,  hia  object 
was  not  suspected,  and  on  the  7Ut  May  last 
be  concluded  a  treaty,  which  was  signed  by 
Msaan.  Offley  and  Biddle,  they  having  arrived 
in  the  interval,  on  the  day  before  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Senate  at  its  last  session.  This  last 
oommission,  like  tiie  preceding  appointments, 
by  Mr.  Adajns,  was  made  in  Uie  recess  of  the 
Senate ;  and,  as  had  been  the  case  in  these  in- 
staoces,  the  names  of  the  commisnoners  were 
not  snbmitted  to  the  Senate  for  oonfirmation. 
Theae  are  the  ibots,  and  on  them  ia  foonded 
the  aoinisation  we  have  heard. 

Let  na  remember  that  this  is  not  a  qneetlon 
wbich  concerns  the  infringement  of  any  State 
ri^t,  that  it  is  not  one  of  reserved  or  conceded 
powers,  but  merely  regards  the  mode  of  exer- 
dung  one  oonfeeaedly  given  to  the  Gteneral 
Government — that  of  treating  in  the  name  of 
all  the  States  with  a  foreign  nation. 

I  will  examine,  in  order,  the  positions  on 
which  these  serious  ctiarges  are  founded.  The 
first  of  them  (although  I  do  not  think  it  ap- 
plicable to  the  present  case)  is,  that  Uie  Presi- 
dent has  no  power  to  appoint  a  public  Minister 
during  the  recess  o£  the  Senate,  to  any  power 
where  no  sneh  Minister  had  previously  existed ; 
or  mea  If  such  mission  bad  previoody  existed, 
vnleas  the  vacancy  ooourred  a^  the  a^joum- 
ment  of  the  Senate.  To  this  position  I  accede 
in  none  of  its  parts.  Bat  if  I  should  err  on 
this  saUect^  I  hope  to  ^ow  that  the  establish- 
ment of  this  oonsbruotion  will  not  Joatify  the 
cbai^  that  is  founded  upon  it. 

I  oonstme  the  constitation  as  I  would  any 
othw  written  instrument,  by  its  words,  where 
they  are  explicit — where  there  is  doubt,  by  the 
context — by  the  plain  object  of  its  framers,  by 
a  Tiew  of  the  ma  it  waa  intended  to  remedy, 


the  circnmstences  under  which  it  was  made,  and 
the  contemporaneous  construction  and  uniform 
practice  under  it.  To  adhere  to  its  letter,  with- 
out these  aids,  would  sometimes  defeat  the 
powers  evidently  intended  to  be  vested  by  it — 
sometimes  give  it  greater  than  were  contem- 
plated. For  instance,  Uie  President  is  directed 
to  "  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted." Take  this  literally,  without  any  aid 
from  the  rules  of  construction  I  have  lud  dawn, 
and  you  give  him  all  power  but  that  of  legid^ 
tion.  In  the  article  next  preceding,  it  is  s^d 
that  "  no  State  shall  enter  into  any  compact  or 
agreement  with  another  State,  without  ^e  con- 
sent of  Congress."  A  literal ,  construction  of 
which  would  prevent  a  settlement  of  disputed 
boundaries:  or  any  other  arrangement  which 
mutual  accommodation,  for  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  deeds,  the  arrest  of  fugitives,  or  »milar 
objects,  might  require.  Let  oa  examine  the 
position  by  these  rules. 

The  constitution  directs  that  "  the  President 
shall  nominat^  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  oonaent  of  the  Senate,  «»point  unbaasa- 
Aon,  other  pnUic  ministers  and  ooneola,  jodgea 
of  the  Sapreme  Court,  and  all  otiier  offioere  of 
the  United  Stat«,  whose  appointment  is  not 
herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  whidi  dull 
be  established  by  law."  It  uien  gives  power 
to  Congress  to  vest  the  appointment  of  such 
inferior  officers  as  they  think  prop^,  in  the 
President  alone.  Here  the  appointing  power  is 
complete.  But  as  this  power  was  to  be  exer- 
cised by  the  President,  subject  to  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Senate,  and  as  the  sessions  of  that 
bofly  were  not  permanent  it  was  foreseen  that 
great  inconvenience  wonld  result  if  all  vacan- 
cies were  to  remun  open  doriug  the  recess. 
:  What  was  the  natural  remedy  ?  To  give  the 
tnnporary  appointmoit  to  the  Preriden^  sab- 
Jeet  in  the  usual  maimer  to  tiie  confirmation  of 
the  Senate,  when  it  shoold  meet  And  to 
afford  them  time  for  deliberation,  the  duration 
of  the  temporary  t^pointment  was  extended  to 
the  end  of  their  seauon.  The  evil  to  be  rem- 
edied by  this  proviso  was  the  vacancy  of  an 
office  oconrring  at  a  time  when  it  was  imposn- 
ble  for  the  President  to  submit  a  nomination  to 
the  Senate.  Such  would  be  the  case  of  an 
officer  dying  daring  the  recess,  or  resigning  on 
the  day  of  onr  w^oumment ;  or  of  a  Minister 
dying  in  a  distant  counti7  at  a  time  during  the 
session  when  it  would  be  impossible  to  know 
the  event  before  the  ac^ourument.  I^  in  these 
two  last  oases,  the  office  were  to  remam  vacant 
nntil  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  remedy  in 
the  proviso  would  not  be  commensurate  to  the 
evil  it  was  intended  to  avoid.  There  would 
be  vacancies  when  it  was  the  evident  intention 
of  the  instrument  there  should  he  none.  I 
must  not  be  understood  as  saying  that  an  in- 
convenience attending  any  construction  is  siff- 
fioient  to  show  it  to  Be  false,  or  that  to  be  the 
true  reading  which  avoids  it  Where  the 
words  are  express — where  the  intention  is  evi* 
dent,  however  incwTenient)  th^  must  be 
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obeyed.  But,  where  the  words  will  admit  of 
an  interpretation  which  avoids  rach  an  evil  as 
mnat  have  been  foreseen,  and  cannot  be  sap- 
poaed  to  be  left  nnprovided  for,  there  the  mles 
of  conBtmotion  to  which  I  advert  will  applj. 
Before  we  consider  the  words  of  the  constitu- 
tion, let  US  see  the  consequences  that  would  re- 
sult firom  an  adherence  to  what  is  perhaps  thcnr 
litwal  meaiUog.  The  ooUectw  oC  the  port  of 
New  York  (Ues  on  the  daj  before  the  a4joiu^' 
menl  The  vacanoy  eannot  be  filled  nntil  the 
December  following.  The  collection  of  one- 
third  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  must 
be  left  in  uremonsible  hands.  The  commander 
<tf  a  mllitarf  district  in  time  of  war  dies — his 
loss  cannot  be  supptied — the  most  important 
operations  on  which  the  safety  of  the  country 
depends  must  be  stopped.  In  the  distant  oper- 
ations of  yonr  navy,  the  same  or  a  greater  risk 
and  inconvenience  occnra.  At  the  moment  of 
concluding  a  commercial  arrangement,  by 
which  immense  advantages  are  to  be  secured, 
or  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  is  to  save  the  ooon- 
try  perhaps  from  devastatdon,  yonr  plenipoten- 
tiary dies  dnrinff  the  wssim  of  Gongress,  but 
before  the  President  is  apinised  of  it.  He  can- 
not supply  his  place:  uie  commercial  advan- 
tages are  lost— the  war  must  rage— the  country 
mast  be  devastated:  because,  according  to  the 
literal  oonstruotion  of  the  olauBe,  the  vaoaooy 
Happened  during  the  ses^on,  not  in  the  recess. 
The  President  who  should  preAime  to  remedy 
these  evils,  would  be  ^ilty  of  a  "lawless  usurp- 
ation of  unconstitutional  power."  And  the 
zealous  guardians  of  our  rights  on  this  floor 
would  denounce  all  those  woo  might  presume 
to  think  difierentiy,  as  men  ready  to  lay  the 
rights  the  body  to  which  they  belong  at  the 
feet  of  Ezecntive  power.  These,  sir,  and  a 
hundred  other  inocmTenienoes  which  might  be 
stated,  and  not  onfy  poestble,  but  probable,  but 
oertain  and  inevitable,  and  must  occur  during 
the  long  series  of  ages  in  which  it  is  our  unan- 
imous prayer  that  our  constitution  may  Uve. 
Are  they  not  great  ?  Must  they  not  have  been 
foreseen}  Could  they  hare  escaped  the  wis- 
dom and  deep  foresight  of  the  sages  who  fVamed 
the  constitution  i  Have  they  not  provided  for 
themf  My  belief  is  that  they  have,  by  the 
section  in  question.  The  Preuident  by  it  is 
antiiorized  to  "  fill  up  aU  vacancies  that  may  hap- 
pen during  the  reoeas  of  the  Senate."  Now 
take  this  hterally,  and  he  may  fill  up  vacancies 
in  the  Senate  itself— and  it  appears,  f^om.the 
Federalist,  that  this  was  once  seriously  con- 
tended far.  But  this  cannot  be  tiie  true  con-. 
Btmotion,  thomrb  no  one  can  deny  that  it  is  the 
literal  one.  Wny  %  Because  it  was  evidentiy 
the  intention  of  this  sectitm  to  limit  it  to  the 
case  of  officers.  There  are,  then,  reasons 
which  justify  a  departure  from  the  literal 
meaning  of  the  section  in  this  instance.  Are 
there  none  in  the  case  before  us}  I  think  they 
have  been  already  sufficiently  pointed  out. 
Another,  perhws,  of  some,  though  I  do  not 
think  <tf  otmcluaive  wel^^t    that  the  fm^sdtm 


of  a  comma,  which  was  probably  inserted  in 
the  draught  after  the  wonl  happen,  may  have 

fiven  rise  to  all  the  ambiguity  in  the  phrase, 
n  that  case,  the  period  described,  tiiat  is,  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  would  relate  to  tiie  ante- 
cedent power  of  filling  the  vacancy,  not  to  the 
occurrence  of  the  event  by  which  it  was  cre- 
ated. My  ezpodtion  of  this  dause,  therefwa, 
is,  that  it  pwmits  the  Preiddent  to  fill  all  va^ 
oaixdes  in  voj  ftf  the  enunwrated  offioes^ 
whether  Hmj  occur  during  the  recess,  or  emi 
during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  if  the  vacancy 
was  not  Imown  to  him,  or  conld  not  bo  supplied, 
during  the  session ;  but  that  he  would  be  gnil^ 
of  a  breach  of  duty  if  he  appointed  them  during 
the  session,  and  did  not  send  in  the  nomination 
to  the  Senate. 

It  was  said  on  this  subject,  that  no  President 
had  ever  dared  to  fill  up  an  original  vacancy  in 
an  office  after  the  end  of  the  session  in  which 
the  law  which  created  the  office  had  passed. 
Whetiier  it  was  the  want  of  courage,  or  of  in- 
clination, tiiat  prevented  the  porfonnance  of  an 
improper  act,  I  cannot  say.  Bnt  as  it  is  admit- 
ted that  the  act  was  not  acme,  pwfai^  it  mif^t 
lie  quite  proper  to  attribute  it  to  the  latter 
cause.  But  the  Act,  if  it  be  <me,  strongly  ez-  ' 
emplifies  my  oonstniotion.  Any  office,  first 
orMted  by  law,  must  be  vacant  at  the  moment 
the  law  is  a{^«ved  by  the  President.  That 
must  necessarDy  be  during  the  session  of  the 
Senate.  He  is,  therefore,  bound  to  fill  it ;  t>e- 
caose  the  vacancy  not  only  happens  during  the 
session,  but  it  also  comes  to  his  knowledge  at 
that  i>eriod.  But  suppose  a  law  to  be  ptused, 
requiring  the  appointment  of  oertain  officers, 
which  is  not  to  take  efl^t  until  a  distant  pe- 
riod, or  ttiat  is  dqwndoit  cm  an  nncert^  event, 
and  at  that  time  the  Senate  should  not  lie  in 
season,  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  President 
woidd  be  anthorind  to  make  a  temporary  ap- 
pointment to  fill  such  original  vacancy  f  If  he 
could,  by  what  authority?  Not  the  law  snrdy ; 
for  that  cannot  alter  a  constitutional  right  of 
the  Senate,  unless  the  office  be  an  inferior  one, 
and  the  right  to  fill  it  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate  be  expressly  given  by  the  law :  it 
must  be  then  by  the  liberal  construction  of  the 
section,  which  I  contend  is  the  true  construc- 
tion. On  which  subject,  sir,  permit  me  to  state 
a  manifest  difi'erence  in  the  rules  for  interpret- 
ing tiie  wmstitution.  TVhen  the  question  is, 
whether  m  certain  power  is  granted  by  it  to  tho 
General  Gov^ment,  or  reserved  to  the  States 
— in  that  case,  whenever  thoe  is  reasonable 
donl>t,  the  power  ought  not  to  be  exercised. 
But  where  the  States  have  confessedly  parted 
with,  and  do  not  cldra  ^e  power — where  it  is 
pUdnly  their  object  and  their  interest  that  it 
should  be  ezer^sed  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  the  only  question  is,  by  what  branch, 
and  in  what  manner — then  the  true  rule  of  in- 
terpretation is  that  which  will  ^ve  effect  to 
the  power,  rather  than  that  which  would  de- 
I  stroy  it.  In  the  case  of  interiering  dwms  be- 
I  tween  the  States  individiully  and  tiieir  foderd 
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hmdf  tiie  mind  mmb  be  ooaviiioed  Qtat  tiw 
iMnrer  in  qmslion  vas  intended  to  be  gruited, 
Before  it  can  come  to  the  oonelnsion  that  it  be- 
longs to  the  General  Government.  Where 
there  is  doabt,  there  can  be  no  snch  condnsion. 
Tlierefore,  the  power  mast  rest  as  it  was — that 
ifl^  with  the  State  Goreniment  Bat  in  the 
question,  how  a  power  oonfeasedlj  granted  is 
to  be  ozercised — then  snoh  absolute  oertainty 
is  not  required.  The  6rst  duty  of  the  expositor 
ia  to  adopt  some  eonolonon  that  will  give  ef- 
fect to  the  dedured  and  oonfesaed  grant  of 
power.  And  although  there  may  be  doabts  as 
to  theageooT  hj  which  the  intent  is  to  be  exe- 
oated,  yet  tLej  must  be  weighed,  and  tiie  de- 
mnaa  made  aooor^g  to  the  preponderance  of 
tibe  reasons  in  favor  of  either  of  the  depart- 
ments claiming  it.  Thus,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, it  is  the  undenied  and  express  intent  of 
the  constitution  that  offices  shonld  be  filled  by 
the  Preeideat,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate  when  they  were  in  session,  and  by 
a  temporary  appointment  in  tlie  reoeas.  The 
evident  intent,  then,  is  that  there  shall  be  no 
vacancy.  The  woHs,  however,  give  rlae  to 
two  cons&nctions.  By  the  one,  thia  evident 
intent  will  be  carried  into  ^eot.  By  adopting 
it^  tiiere  will  be  no  vaoanoj  for  a  longer  period 
than  dapMS  befbre  it  onues  to  iha  niowledge 
<^  the  Ptedde&t.  By  the  otiier,  in  many  most 
important  eases  this  intent  will  be  defeated ; 
the  office  must  remain  vacant  for  the  incon- 
vaident,  and  sometimes  exceedingly  iojarious 
period  of  eij^  or  nine  months.  'Which  of  these 
coDstrnotions  are  we  to  adopt  f  I  shonld  in- 
cline to  titiok  the  former  woiud  not  only  i)e  the 
best  bnt  the  safest:  for  not  a  single  incon- 
Tenience,  that  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  or 
that  has  been  sn^ested,  will  attend  the  ap- 
pcHntmeut  to  fill  a  vacancy  which  occors  dnr* 
ing  the  aesnon,  bat  which  is  unknown  to  the 
President  ontil  the  reoeaa-^iot  a  sin^  inocm- 
vanienee  that  will  not  ooonr  if  tbe  vaoanoy 
happens  in  tiie  xeoees :  while  the  neoearity  for 
fiUug  it  ia  eqnallj  evident  in  both  oases.  Oen- 
tlemeo,  for  whose  judgment  I  have  the  highest 
reweet,  I  know,  difi'er  from  me  on  this  point ; 
and  it  is  probable  they  may  be  right.  I  express 
my  opinion  merely  because  the  ocoauon  calls 
for  it,  and  my  constitoents  and  the  pnblio  have 
a  right,  in  the  station  I  occupy,  to  understand 
It.  But  although  it  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the 
aignment  which  has  heen  used  by  the  Senator 
from  yiT:gima,  I  do  not  think,  as  I  hope  to 
show,  that  it  is  the  point  on  wmeh  the  present 
question  ia  to  be  decided. 

The  reasoning  I  luvre  lutlimto  used,  is 
idicable  to  the  appointmait  of  al  officers,  as 
well  UinlMers  to  n»«ign  powers  as  others ;  bnt 
there  are  reasons  peciuiar  to  the  fiMrmer,  which 
place  die  authority  to  commission  them  during 
ihe  recess  on  a  difiTerent  ground.  The  office  of 
Kinister  to  a  foreign  power  derives  its  aothor- 
itr  from  the  law  of  nations.  The  interoourse 
vnich  the  political  relation  of  dilforent  States  to- 
wards each  other  in  modem  times  reqaireo,  their 
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motoal  wants,  and  the.  comity  which  exists  be- 
tween them,  render  the  frequent,  and  generally 
the  permanent,  intervention  of  agents  from  one 
to  the  other  necessary.  Every  civilized  nation 
must  neoeasarity  have  the  power  of  appointing 
and  receiving  snch  agents  vested  in  some  one 
or  more  of  its  departments.  In  the  Constitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States  this  power  is  divided : 
the  President  alone  has  the  right  to  receive 
forei^  Ministers,  and  by  the  power  to  make 
treaties,  sabpect  to  the  assent  of  tlie  Senate, 
tiiat  of  making  these  treaties  himself,  or,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  that  of  appmntiog  the 
persons  by  whom  they  are  to  be  made.  No 
law,  therefore,  was  necesury  to  give  efllaot  to 
the  exercise  of  this  ftinction.  The  moment  the 
first  Presidmt  entered  into  office,  he  had  the 
rieht  to  perform  it,  either  by  himself  or  by 
otliers. 

The  laws  of  nations,  however,  to  which  I 
have  referred,  make  a  distinction,  as  I  hope 
abundantly  to  prove,  between  two  classes  of 
agents  by  whom  the  diplomatic  intercourse 
may  iw  carried  on ;  it  distinguishes  l)etween 
public  tTinisters  and  private  agents.  In  the 
tirst  are  indaded  ambassadors,  envoys,  ordi- 
nary and  extraordinary.  Ministers  resident, 
charges  d'afiUres,  consuls,  &o.  In  the  seocmd 
class  there  can  be  no  gradation  of  rank,  bat 
the  powers  may  be  as  extenave  as  iJiose  giv^ 
to  any  of  the  ouiers.  The  power  to  make  trea- 
ties, then,  inolndes  that  of  appoint'iog  agents,  as 
well  of  tiie  one  as  of  the  ouier  dass.  Bnt  the 
oonstitntion  has  placed  a  limitetion  on  the 
power  of  appointing  those  of  the  first  class; 
and  having  given  none  to  that  of  the  second, 
the  President  has  it  without  restriction.  In 
this  branch  of  the  argument,  however,  our  in- 
quiry relates  to  the  public  Ministers  only ;  and 
the  question  is,  whether  the  President  has  a 
right  to  appoint  snch  Ministers  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  titiier  to  a  power  to 
whom  we  before  had  sent  no  snoh  Uinistor,  or 
to  fill  a  Taoanoy  in  the  mlaaioa  to  a  coontry 
where  we  before  had  a  Ifinlster,  if  that  vacancy 
should  have  occurred  daring  the  session  of  the 
Senate.  This  is  here  the  sole  question,  for  I 
admit,  that,  in  all  cases  of  appointment  to  pub- 
lic foreign  missions,  made  in  the  recess,  the 
President  is  bound  to  submit  the  nomination  to 
the  Senate  at  its  next  meeting.  This  is  my  rea- 
soning on  that  snbject^  Having  the  power  to 
make  treaties,  afterwards  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Senate,  the  Frendent  has  the  right  to  select 
the  nation  with  whom  such  treaties  are  to  be 
made,  and  the  time  most  fiivorable  for  making 
than.  Hut  time  ooonr  daring  the  receaa 
of  the  Senate,  and  he  therefore  has  tiie  power 
to  fill  the  orij^al  vacancy  by  the  appointment 
of  a  public  Minister:  but  in  that  case,  if  the 
negotiation  is  carried  on  by  snch  Minister,  he 
must  send  in  the  nomination  to  the  Senate  at 
some  time  during  their  sesdon,  if  he  wishes  the 
pointment  to  continue  beyond  that  period, 
on  the  contrary,  he  finds  no  occasion  for  ex- 
tending the  powos  of  the  Mlidator  bey<ad  the 
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time  at  which  his  ooaunisdon  would  expire  by 
the  coDstitational  limitation ;  if  he  knows,  ftnr 
example,  that  the  treaty  will  he  made  at  that 
time,  or  the  n^tiation  will  be  broken  ofi^  he 
may,  at  his  diacretion,  omit  sending  in  the  name 
for  oonfirmation.  He  mnst  do  this^  as  he  does 
all  other  discretionary  acta,  under  his  r«aponn- 
bility  to  the  nation;  hot,  in  my  opinion,  he 
dearly  has  the  poww. 

The  error,  as  it  Sf^sn  to  nu^  lies  in  oobM- 
ering  the  miaBlon  to  eaoh  eoort  as  a  separate 
and  distinot  t^oe :  whereas  the  offioe  of  «m- 
baseadw  or  ICinlster  plenipotentiary  is  a  general 
one,  sal^ect  to  the  President's  direotion  where 
he  is  to  be  sent.  He  is  a  Minister  to  reside  at 
such  a  plaoe ;  an  ambassador  to  so  to  snoh  a 
aOTOreign.  onppose  the  constitation  had,  in 
express  terms,  eoid,  the  E^vsident  shall  have 
the  power  to  appoint  messengers  to  eany  de- 
spatohes  to  different  ooorts — would  the  mes- 
senger to  London,  the  one  to  Paris,  or  St  Pe- 
teivbarg,  be  several  and  distinct  officers,  or 
would  Uie  office  be  the  aubstanoe,  and  the  des- 
tination an  acddent,  liable  to  be  varied,  "wiUi- 
out  altering  tiie  eharaoter  of  the  ^)p(dntment  I 
Again :  if  the  Pretident  had  been  ai^orixed 
to  mpdnt  JustkMB  of  tiie  peaoe  tot  the  District 
of  Oolom'bia,  sorely  he  ml g^t  apportion  them 
to  the  different  cities ;  and  their  particular  des- 
tination would  not  make  the  instice  for  one 
town  an  officer  different  in  kind  fl*om  the  jus- 
tice of  another.  The  constitution  pats  the 
offices  of  public  Uinlsters  predsely  on  the  same 
footing :  it  does  not  limit  the  number,  nor  has 
any  law  made  such  limitation :  as  it  now  stands, 
and  ever  has  stood,  and  must  remaio,  iintU  tiie 
Legislature  shall  declare  how  many  officers  of 
this  description  there  shall  be.  it  is  necessarily 
a  matter  of  sonnd  ^scretion  with  the  Fieudent 
to  what  ooorts  the  ex^endes  of  the  eonntry 
requh«  that  a  pnbUo  reddent  lUnister  should 
be  sent  In  case  of  a  new  mission,  as  his  nom- 
ination may  be  r^ected,  either  because  the  Sea- 
ate  think  the  nussion  inexpedient,  or  because 
they  disapprove  of  the  man,  he  will  generally 
avoid  muong  such  appointments,  without  con- 
sulting the  Senate  by  submitting  the  nomina- 
tion, unless  the  exigency  ot  the  case  requires  it 
And  as  to  the  existence  of  such  neoeadfy,  he 
must  stand  opon  bis  responnbility  to  the  peo- 
ple;  to  be  enforced,  in  case  of  an  unwise  exer- 
dse  of  tiie  power,  by  their  voice  of  disq>proba- 
tion — a  suffident  sanetitm  to  a  man  of  charac- 
ter ;  and,  in  ease  of  a  oorrapt  exerds&  by  im- 
peaohmwt  And  it  must  Airther  be  obswved, 
that  the  two  Houses  have  eadi  a  dieok  <m  any 
extravagance  of  this  kind,  by  the  appropria- 
tion. 

Bat  that  no  limitation  as  to  the  particular 
destination  of  the  tGnieters  was  intended  to  be 
made  by  law,  is  proved  by  the  first  appropria- 
tion bill  passed  in  1790,  where  $40,000  is  ap- 
propriMed,  not  for  the  support  of  partieular 
misdons,  but  "  for  the  support  ot  sucn  pers(m8 
as  he  (the  President)  shaU  oommiadim  to  s^e 
the  nmted  Btatea  m  tanigik  purta^"  ud  fi)r 


their  inddental  expenses ;  and  its  only  limitar- 
tion  is  that  of  their  comp«Dsation  for  the  dif- 
ferent grades,  which  has  remained  unchanged 
to  the  present  day. 

The  prominent  and  striking  case  oi  Ministers 
sppointed  to  make  peaoe  dunng  the  recess  of 
the  Seqate,  stood  so  directiy  in  tiie  way  (tf  the 
position  wUch  denies  the  power  to  create  a 
new  misuon  in  the  recess,  that  the  absolute 
necessity  of  removing  or  getting  round  it  was 
^ipareot  But  it  ooatd  not  he  removed.  There 
it  stands— 4ts  ezisteiuw  evident— its  coiutito> 
tioodit^  not  doabted^ita  abeolnte  neoeiait^ 
unquestioned.  What  was  to  he  done!  Too 
ingenuity  of  the  Senator  from  Viiginia  (Mr* 
Tazbwkll)  has  provided  a  remedy.  The  whde 
is  referred  to  the  war-making  powers.  Tlie 
President  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  anny. 
He  may  find  it  necessary  to  make  an  armistice. 
He  may  effect  this  by  such  agents  as  he  thinks 
proper.  The  [^nipotentiaries  to  treat  of  peace 
are  not  Ministers ;  they  are  agents  to  negotiate 
an  armistice.  As  well,  says  he,  may  you  call 
the  officer  sent  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of 
prisoners,  or  settle  the  terms  of  capitnlation  for 
a  fbrtreM ;  as  wdl  might  you  call  hko  a  Itin- 
ister,  as  the  penona  sent  to  setUe  the  armia- 
tioe. 

It  is  somewhat  unfortunate  for  this  argument 
that  negotiators  for  |»eaoe  are  invariably  plenipo- 
tentiaries ;  that  their  authority  is  authenticated 
by  the  same  broad  sed  that  is  supposed  to  have 
added  BO  much  dignity  to  the  diplomatic  chai^ 
aoter  of  Messrs.  Omey,  Biddle,  and  Bbind ;  that 
they  are  civil,  not  military  officers ;  that  they 
exchange  their  full  powers  with  those  with 
whom  they  treat  j  that  the  agreements  they 
make  are  not  armistices — ^intervals  between  acta 
of  hostility — ^but  treaties  of  peaoe,  which  put 
an  end  to  them ;  and  tiiat  ninety-mine  times  in 
a  hondred,  the  putting  m  mi  to  hostilities  is 
only  one  out  of  many  of  the  stipulations  con- 
tdned  in  a  treaty  of  peace.  The  power  of 
making  it,  therefore,  is  not  a  branch  of  the  war 
power,  but  of  that  which  is  its  very  antagonist, 
the  power  to  make  treaties.  A  stipulation  that 
the  nations  between  whom  it  is  contracted  shall 
remain  at  peace  with  each  other,  even  diould  it 
ooutoin  no  other  agreement,  would  be  as  much 
a  ti^aty  as  any  other  that  ever  was  made.  It 
is  called  by  tiiat  name ;  it  is  negotiated  by  the 
same  means ;  requires  the  same  ceremonies  itf 
its  inception^  and  tiie  same  ratification  for  its 
validity  as  outer  treaties  are.  Whpr,  then,  cdi 
it  an  armistich,  whioh  is  never  ratified  the 
treaty-making  power  d  tiie  nation!  Why 
liken  it  to  the  oapitnlation  oi  a  fortress,  or  aa 
exchange  of  prisoners  f  Beoanse  the  aqwnent 
showed  that  here,  at  least,  was  a  ease  in  whioh 
the  constitution  oould  not  bear  the  strict  verbal 
construction  that  was  c<aitended  for ;  and  the 
precedent  proved  that  it  bad  been  departed  from 
m  practice,  and  that  the  departure  had  never 
been  questioned,  muoh  less  stigmatized,  by  the 
epithf^  so  liberally  bestowed  on  the  Turkiah 
mianon.  All  this  made  it  neeoaeary  either  to 
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■bndon  the  aqiiinient,  or  ^ve  another  oharao- 
tttto  the  power  (tf  appointing  UiniBtera  in  the 
nceiB  to  stop  the  rairagea  (xt  war,  when  per- 
htps  its  oontinnanoe  mi^t  endanger  the  eziitt- 
enoe  of  the  nation.  A  treaty  of  peace  b,  for 
thifl  reason,  called  an  armi8tioe,and  the  Minister 
l^ipotentiary  who  conDlodea  it,  is,  bj  the  ail- 
ment, placed  on  the  same  fooling  with  the  snb- 
dtem  who  is  led  blindfcdded  into  the  postern 
of  a  besieged  fort,  to  soramon  it  to  snrrender. 

Bat  flu  Senator  ahall  have  it  which  way  he 
pi  BUM,  ^le  power  to  pat  an  end  to  a  deauno- 
tiv«  mr,  by  the  app^tment  of  IGoisters  in 
tiie  recess  of  flie  Saute,  is  aoknowledged.  Is 
it  tba  Tisfatftd  eaidae  of  a  power  under  the 
eonstitanont  llien  it  oan  only  be  by  giving 
to  the  dsnse  the  eonstraetba  whidi  I  have  pnt 
npon  it.  Is  it  a  power  over  the  constitntion ! 
liien  the  same  end  which  I  contend  for,  by  a 
legitimate  conslmction,  is  to  be  allowed  bj  the 
dugerons  plea  of  necesrity— the  tyrant's  plea 
— wliioh  may  not  exist  when  nsed  even  to  jus- 
tify a  peace.  It  may  be  humane,  and  oonven- 
kait,  and  proper,  to  pnt  an  eai.  to  the  derasta- 
tHHU  of  war ;  but  until  the  existence  of  the 
nstion  is  at  stake,  until  peace  alone  can  save  it 
from  dgstraetign,  there  is,  properly  ^Making, 
no  naosauty.  What  shall  be  the  ease  m  neees- 
^y,  liien,  must  be  determined  by  Uie  party 
1^  la  to  avfldl  himself  of  the  plea ;  and,  if 
admitted,  wiR  be  found  to  embrace  all  oases 
that  are  fonnd  conveoient.  And  if  the  plea  of 
neoesnty  be  admitted  to  justify  a  treaty  of 
peace,  made  by  Ministcro  appointed  in  the  re- 
cess, why  may  it  not  cover  a  like  appointment 
for  makhi^  a  treaty  of  commeree,  or  boundary, 
or  oesnon,  which  oonld  only  be  made  at  that 
time? 

But  is  it  possible  the  sagea  and  practical 
statesmen  whofhuned'onr  tana  of  Oovernment 
drauM  not  have  fttroeeen  such  ndinary  and 
indeed  inerhable  ooonrrwoes;  or  that,  fore- 
seeing th^  should  not  have  TODTided  for  tiiemf 
1»  it  posriUe  that  they  could  have  left  the  pow- 
er or  nuking  peaoe — seizing  an  advantageous 
occorrenee .  to  make  an  important  treaty — or 
filling  an  important  office,  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  to  be  ^ostifled  by  ne<!tasity}  The 
idea  is  an  imputation  on  their  wisdom  or  their 
which  they  do  not  deserve.  They  : 
md  foresee — thi^  did  provide.  And  when  they 
gave -to  the  President  the  power  to  make  trea- 
ties, snliijeet  to  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
B^te,  they  gave  him  the  poww  to  appoint  the 
Hinirters  ^  whose  agency  they  were  to  be 
Bade;  otherwise,  we  would  nliibit  the  strange 
qiectnde  of  a  wise  nad«ni,  which  had  so  cun- 
ning^ contrived  its  Qorernmeat,  as  to  deprive 
h,  in  eonJoDotures  that  most  flreqaentiy  happen, 
of  the  meana  of  making  peaoe^  avwUng  itself  of 
&vDrable  otreomstaaoes  to  eeenre  oommereial 
advantages,  or  fining  some  of  tlie  most  impor- 
tsnt  offices. 

But  the  power  may  be  abased  I  The  Preu- 
dcnt  nuy  appt^nt  a  host  of  HlDisters,  and  drain 
your  Ttoaantf  by  the  payment  of  th^  salazies.  I 


[Snun. 

These  Ministers  mi^  make  lud  treaties  I  He 
may  compromlt  our  nentraH^  by  acknowledg- 
ing (me  of  those  new  powers  which  are  daily 
fringing  into  ezistenoe  1 

Alas  I  yes,  nr,  it  is  most  true ;  unfortonately 
tiiere  is  no  power  yon  can  give,  that  is  not  ^a- 
ble  to  abuse.  It  cannot  be  denied;  and  the 
observation  makes  up  for  its  want  of  novelt^- 
by  its  acknowledged  truth.  In  every  Govern- 
ment, oheck  and  balance  it  as  yoa  will,  some- 
where there  must  be  oonfldence ;  aud,  until  we 
can  find  men  of  nnening  wisdom  and  ineor^ 
ruptible  integrity,  l^nd  to  the  allurements  ^ 
popularity— deaf  to  the  vdoe  of  interest^  &vor, 
or  afflBotlon— that  is  to  say,  nntil  we  can  find 
men  who  are  not  men,  that  oonfidenoe  will  at 
times  be  abused.  But  it  must  be  given.  And 
it  so  happens  that  there  is  no  power  ccm- 
fessedly  given  to  the  President,  that  is  not  lisr 
ble  to  greater  and  more  &tal  abuse  than  this. 
YoQ  fear  war  from  bis  sending  a  Minister  to  one 
of  those  new  powers  which  are  yet  unacknowl- 
edged by  the  rest  of  the  world ;  and  yet  yon 
cannot  deny  that  he  has  the  right  to  receive  a 
Minister  from  one  of  those  powers,  without 
oonsoltiog  the  Senate  or  House  of  Represents 
tives.  Yon  will  not  tmst  him  witii  semfing  a 
Ifinister,  lest  fae  should  invcdve  yon  in  a  war: 
and  yet  yon  oonfess  that  he  has  the  nnotmtndled 
command  of  your  army  and  yonr  navy— 4n8tm- 
mente,  if  he  wishes  war,  infinitely  b^ter  fitted 
to  produce  it 

Yon  a^prehwd  that  he  may  lavish  your 
treasures  m  the  salaries  of  a  few  Miuisten,  at 
the  same  moment  that  you  give  him  the  control 
of  all  the  officers  employed  in  the  oolleotion  of 
your  revenue.  You  dr«ad  that  he  may  reward 
his  £avorites  by  appointments  to  embassies  in 
the  recess ;  and  yet  no  man  can  obtain  an  office 
of  any  description,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest  of  those  which  are  submitted  to  the 
Senate,  but  by  his  previous  nomination.  You 
are  obliged  to  swallow  the  ouaA — ^why  str^ 
at  the  gnatt 

We  now  approach  nearer  to  the  very  case 
which  has  excited  this  holy  indignation  against 
Executive  moroachment  and  nsarpatiw :  ex- 
cited it — if  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  a  phrase 
which  did  not  seem  to  find  fsvor  with  the 
Senator  from  Vii^nia,  when  it  was  uttered  by 
another,  (Mr.  £ANx,)---excited  it  too  late— too 
late,  indeed,  says  he,  to  save  tiiis  mortal  stab  at 
the  constitution ;  but  not  too  late  to  preserve 
the  Senate  from  participating  in  the  parricidal 
act.  Here  I  most  take  leave  to  difiiu>.  The 
stroke,  if  it  be  me,  was  ^vea  in  die  earliest 
day  of  oor  natiimsl  existcmoe.  ft  has  bem  re- 
peated by  every  Preddent  who  has  sat  In  the 
ISzectttive  ohidr ;  every  Senate,  and  every  House 
of  Representatives,  have  been  BQoessories  to  tiie 
crime ;  and  we  ourselves  have  not  yet  washed 
our  hands  tcon^  the  blood  of  the  victim. .  I 
must  be  permitted,  therefore,  to  repeat,  that,  in 
my  poor  opinion,  it  is  now  too  late  even  to 
prevent  the  particq>ati<ai  of  the  Senator  him- 
self;  not  too  late,  howaver,  for  him  to  show 
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hU  ceal,  energy,  and  eloquence  in  defenoe  of 
the  constitation,  all  which  I  greatly  admire  and 
respect,  although  I  cannot  participate  in  the 
feelings  that  have  excited  them. 

In  another  point  of  view,  I  cannot  hot  regret 
that  the  discossion  had  not  taken  place  at  an 
earlier  time,  and  nnder  other  oircumetances. 
The  fall  development  of  the  suhject  would  re- 
quire a  reference  to  matters  which  all  may 
epeak  of  but  ourselves ;  and  althoogh  I  cjmnot 
bat  feel  much  embarrassment  in  the  endeavor 
to  avoid  disdonng  the  "  secrets  of  onr  prison- 
house,"  I  shall,  in  the  little  1  have  fbruier  to 
BB^  on  the  subject,  carefully  avoid  any  improper 
disclbsare,  by  coufioing  my  remarks  in  the 
defence  to  those  circumstances  which  have 
been  animadverted  on  in  making  the  charge. 

The  immediate  causes  of  complaint,  then,  are, 
first,  that  Kessrs.  OfiBey,  Rhind,  and  Biddle 
were  appointed  by  the  President,  in  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  to  n^tiate  a  treaty  with  the 
Forte — that  being  a  new  mtsaion ;  and,  second- 
ly, that  if  it  had  been  even  the  filling  of  a 
vacancy,  the  President  ought  to  have  submitted 
ihe  nomination  to  the  Senate  at  its  then  next 
meedng. 

The  first  error  here  ia  one  of  faot  This  was 
not  a  new  misritm.  Commodore  Orane  and 
Hr.  Offley  were  sent  by  Kr.  Adams,  for  the 
same  purpose,  to  the  same  court  They  had 
effected  nothing,  and  a  nev  commission  was 
instituted,  consisting  of  Mr.  Bbind,  Commodore 
Biddle,  and  Mr.  Offley.  Here  was  then  a  vacan- 
cy, if  that  should  be  required — a  vacancy  cre- 
ated by  revoking  the  powers  of  one  set  of 
agents,  and  ^ving  them  to  others ;  and  if  a 
vacancy,  then,  according  to  the  most  scrupu- 
Ions,  a  right  in  the  President  to  fill  it.  The 
next  error  is  one  partly  of  fact — partly  of  con- 
fitruction.  [t  oonsists  in  giving  to  those  com- 
missioners the  appellation  of  public  Ministers, 
and  thus  bringing  them  within  the  proviso  of 
the  constitation,  which  directs  that  such  ofScers 
shnll  be  appointed  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate. 

The  distinction  that  was  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Slinois,  and  supported  by  a  reference  to 
high  authority  on  the  law  of  nations,  did  not 
make  upon  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  the 
impreusion  it  seemed  to  do  upon  the  rest  of  the 
Senate.  It  is  a  well-founded  distinction,  that 
which  he  thus  urged,  between  a  public  Minister 
and  a  seoret  agent  It  seems  to  be  thought 
that  the  nature  and  el^Ie  of  tbe  mission  is  to 
be  determined  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
powers  are  aotlienticBted — ^not  by  tbe  character 
Ten  in  those  powers.  Sir,  there  are  grades  in 
plomaoy  wliioh  give  different  rank  and  privi- 
leges— from  an  ambassador  to  a  secret  t^ent. 
Toe  lowest  of  ^ese  may  have,  for  the  purpose 
of  binding  the  party  be  represents,  the  same 
powers  that  are  usiidly  veste]^  in  the  highest. 
A  charg^  d'affiures  may  be  ordered  to  make  a 
treaty,  or  to  compliment  a  sovereign  on  Ikis 
accession ;  but  he  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 
a  ohaig^  d'aSUres— so  the  same  acts  may  be 


done  by  a  secret  agent,  having  no  public  difdo- 
matic  character. 

Ambassadors  and  other  public  Ministers  are 
directed  to  be  apjpobited  by  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate ; 
because  public  missions  required  no  secreciy, 
although  their  instructions  might.  But  the 
fl-amers  of  the  constitution  knew  the  neceBsity 
of  misfflons,  of  which  not  only  the  object  but 
the  existence  should  be  kept  secret  They 
therefore  wisely  made  the  coH>peration  of  the 
Senate  ultimately  necessaiy  in  the  first  imtanc^ 
but  left  the  appcnntment  solely  to  tbe  Preiridrat 
in  the  last 

In  the  very  Instance  before  us,  if  tbe  preced- 
ing efforts  to  form  a  treaty  should  have  f^ed 
fh>m  too  great  a  publicity  being  ^ven  to  a 
mission  intended  to  be  kept  secret ;  if  it  should 
have  been  defeated  by  the  interference  of  other 
powers ;  and  if  whatever  success  l^e  present 
attempt  has  had,  might  be  attributed  to  the 
secrecy  with  which  ttie  pincipal  agent  left  tlie 
United  States,  and  the  isnorance  of  his  object 
which  prevailed  among  the  ministers  of  oUier 
powers  at  Oonstaotinople ;  if  it  should  turn 
out  that  these  things  were  so,  would  tfaey  not 
form  strong  proofs  of  the  utility  of  the  distinc- 
tion between  those  difl^rent  kinds  of  agendes : 
the  public,  by  means  of  public  acknowledged 
Ministers;  the  private,  by  agents  specially 
authorized  to  perform  a  certun  act,  unknown 
to  all  but  those  with  whom  they  treat. 

But  fault  is  found  with  the  manner  in  which 
these  agents  were  constituted.  Then*  powers;, 
it  is  said,  were  under  the  broad  seal  of  the 
United  States,  certified  by  the  signature  of  the 
President.  This  broad  seal,  or  great  seal,  as  it 
is  alternately  called,  makes  a  great  figure  in  the 
argument  Let  the  President,  says  the  Senator, 
send  bla  agents,  his  messetuersihis  spies^hera 
he  pleases— let  them  be  kicked  vda  cuffed  by 
tJiie  authorities  to  which  they  go,  he  cares  not. 
But  the  broad  seal,  the  great  seal,  should  nevw 
be  profaned  to  such  vile  uses.  Now,  sir,  I  am 
not  qnite  so  indifferent  abont  the  usage  onr 
agents  may  receive,  whether  they  are  commis- 
sioned under  the  great  or  the  little  seal,  or  by 
no  seal  at  alL  But  I  should  be  glad  to  luiow  In 
what  manner  a  President  is  to  signify  to  s 
foreign  State  his  confidence  in  the  agent  h« 
employs,  or  the  powers  with  which  he  chooses 
to  invest  him,  in  any  other  manner  than  by  his 
dgnatnra  to  those  powers,  and  the  addition  of 
the  seal  of  the  United  States,  which  antbenti- 
oates  It  To  deny  the  use  <h  these  prooft  of 
the  eommlsdon  g^ven  to  such  agents,  is  to  say 
that  they  shall  not  be  employed,  because  th^ 
can  transact  no  business  with  a  foreign  power 
without  the  usual  proofs  of  their  mission. 
But  the  right  to  employ  them  is  abundantly 
proved  by  the  laws  of  nations,  and,  as  I  sbaH 
show,  by  the  constitution,  and  a  uniform  prac- 
tice under  it ;  therefore,  the  use  of  the  seal 
makes  no  difference  in  the  nature  of  tiie  mis- 
rion.  They  are  private  agents  for  tlie  transac- 
tion of  tbe  business  of  tbe  nation :  public  ia^  fak 
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one  sense,  the  reverse  of  secret ;  bat,  in  an- 
other, it  means  what  appertains  to  the  nation ; 
and,  in  this  aoceptatioo,  there  is  no  confonndtog 
of  tanna,  by  Mjingthat  a  seoret  agent  mi^  be 
^>poiated  to  ta«nsact  pnblio  buMnesa.  The 
oonuniarionen  to  the  Porte  were  snoh  secret 
aaents ;  their  commission,  though  it  gave  them 
Iilenipoteotlar;^  powers  for  a  national  purpose, 
WM  a  aeeret  agency,  mi  the  President  was 
under  no  necessity  to  nominate  them  to  the 
Senate ;  it  would  have  been  an  act  of  impra- 
dence  if  he  had  done  so,  and  the  treaty  woald, 
most  probably,  have  fjuled. 

Bir,  I  should  be  the  last  man  who  would  im- 
pnte  to  any  honorable  member  of  this  body 
the  indiscretion  _of  divulging  any  thing  confi- 
dentially committed  to  as.  But  I  put  it  to  the 
Sraator  who  told  us  how  safely  all  negotiations 
might  be  intrusted  to  its  manftgement,  whether 
he  ever  knew  any  important  sobjeotof  our  con- 
fidential debates  that  was  not  first  whispmd 
about  in  the  taverns  of  the  city,  and  soon  afler^ 
wards  alluded  to  in  the  public  papers,  llie 
very  subject  before  us  is  an  instance  of  what  I 
say ;  the  iiyunction  of  secrecy  is  not  removed, 
and  yet  provisions,  which  it  is  supposed  that 
treaty  contuna,  are  as  common  a  topic  of 
cossion  as  if  it  had  been  published ;  nay,  in  the 
warmth  of  debate,  here,  with  open  door»— bat, 
ur,  I  will  pursue  that  subject  no  further,  lest  I 
night,  in  my  own  conduct,  afford  a  proof  of 
what  I  assert.  Suffer  me  to  repeat,  that  if  ever 
there  was  a  justification  for  the  employment  of 
a  aeoret  ageni^,  tiie  oircnmstanoeB  of  this  case 
afford  it  If  ever  there  was  a  cose  in  whioh 
the  ^flBenltjr  ^  confining  to  these  walls  what 
passes  withm  them  when  oar  doom  are  shut, 
this  is  that  case. 

Grant  that  these  were  secret  agents,  and  not 
pablio  IGnisters:  it  is  sud,  with  a  triumphant 
tone,  show  the  power  of  the  President  to  ap- 
point them,  fiu*,  I  will  do  this,  so  that  every 
unbelieving  political  apostle  who  doubts,  may 
not  only  hear  and  see^  bat  shali  lay  his  finger 
on  the  clause.  It  is  found  in  the  express,  un- 
equivocal authority  given  to  the  President  to 
make  treatiea.  If^  under  this  power,  he  lumself 
should  make  a  treaty  with  a  foreigii  IGnister, 
and  submit  it  to  the  Senate,  could  it  be  ot;ject- 
ed  to  as  being  nnoonstitntionally  negotiated  t 
Sorely  not  by  those  who  contend  for  literal 
oonstruotions.  But  no  one  has  denied  that  be 
do  it  also  by  others ;  must  such  others  be 
amoftssadors  or  public  Ministers  ?  Where  is  the 
clause  that  restricts  him  to  snch  agents  t  We 
have  seen  that,  by  the  law  of  nations,  other 
grades  are  known  and  employed  under  the  title 
of  senret  agents.  What  title  in  the  constitution, 
what  forced  coustruotion  of  any  word  it  oom- 
taina,  can  be  made  to  show  that  he  may  not 
make  <^oioe  th«n  when  he  deems  it  expe- 
disntl  There  is  nime.  The  power  to  make 
treaties  is  givm,  and  with  it  t^e  power  to  em- 
ploy all  proper  means  to  effect  it ;  secret  agents 
■re  at  tunes  proper  means,  and  therefore  he 
mv  entftoy  them;  therefiure,  he  must  employ 


them  wbenever  he  thinks  publicity  would  en- 
danger the  failure  of  his  object.  Now,  sir,  let 
us  see  whether  a  practical  construction,  in 
every  thing  oonfonnable  to  the  principles  I  have 
]Bid  down,  has  not  been  pursued,  and  from 
what  period.  A  uniform  practice  in  conformity 
with  any  particular  constmotlon  is  always 
strong  evidence  that  its  first  construction  is  cor- 
rect ;  as  applied  to  our  constitution,  it  is  par- 
ticularly persuanve,  if  it  arose  under  Uie  man- 
agement of  those  who  framed  the  instrument, 
and  best  knew  its  intent;  and  it  becomes  almost 
conclusive,  if  the  practice  has  been  uninterrupt- 
ed and  unquestioned.  All  these  characteristics, 
unless  I  greatiy  deceive  myself,  will  be  found  in 
the  Bocoession  of  acts  to  which  I  now  invite  the 
attention  ai  the  Senate. 

The  practice  of  appointing  seoret  agents  is 
coeval  with  oar  ezistenee  as  a  nation,  and  goes 
beyond  our  acknowledgment  as  snch  by  other 
powers.  All  those  great  men  who  have  figured 
in  the  history  of  our  diplomacy,  began  tiifdr 
career,  and  performed  some  of  tiielr  most  im- 
portant services  in  the  capadity  of  8ea>et  agents, 
with  full  powers.  Franklin,  Adams,  Lee, 
were  only  commis»oners ;  and  in  negotiating  a 
treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  the  seluc- 
tion  of  the  seoret  agent  was  left  to  the  Ministers 
appointed  to  make  the  treaty :  and,  according- 
ly, in  the  year  1785,  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son appointed  Thomas  Barclay,  who  went  to 
Morocco  and  mode  a  treaty,  which  was  ratified 
by  the  Ministers  at  Paris. 

These  instances  show  that^erea  prior  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Federal  Goveniment,  secret 
plenipotentiaries  were  known,  as  well  in  the 
practice  of  our  own  country  as  in  the  general 
law  of  nati(Hu:  and  that  these  secret  agents 
were  not  on  a  level  with  messengers,  letter-car- 
riers, or  spies,  to  whom  it  has  been  found  ne- 
cessary in  argument  to  assimilate  them.  On 
the  80th  March,  1796,  in  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  letters  patent  nnder  the  great  broad 
seal  of  the  United  States,  and  the  signature  of 
their  President,  (that  President  being  George 
Washii^eton,)  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  David  Humphreys  was  appointed  com- 
misuoner  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  Algiers.  By  instructions  from 
the  President  he  was  afterwards  authorlxed  to 
employ  Joseph  Donatdson  as  agent  in  that  buEi- 
ness.  In  May,  of  the  same  year,  he  did  appoint 
Donaldson,  who  went  to  Algiers,  and  in  Sep- 
tember of  the  same  year  concluded  a  treaty  with 
the  Dey  and  Divau,  which  was  confirmed  by 
Humphreys,  at  Lisbon,  on  the  28th  November 
in  the  same  year,  and  afterwards  ratified  by  the 

Senate  on  the —  day  of  ,  1796,  and  an 

act  passed  both  Houses  on  6th  May,  1796,  ap- 
propriating a  laige  sum,  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  annually,  for  carrying  it  into  effect 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  all  the 
fbets  of  this  case,  with  the  previous  remark, 
that  the  constraction  which  it  ^ves  to  the  con- 
stitution was  made  in  the  earliest  years  of  the 
Federal  Government^  by  the  man  who  presided 
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in  the  oonreotioa  which  made  that  constito- 
tion,  acUng  witli  the  advice  and  assistance  at 
the  leading  members  of  Uiat  body,  all  fresh  from 
its  diseoasion ;  men  who  had  tuen  prominent 
parts  in  every  qaestion  that  arose.  "Diat  in  the 
Senate  whioh  ratified  it,  and  in  the  House  of 
Bepresentatiru  which  oajrried  it  Into  exeeatiMi, 
were  several  memben^  not  only  of  the  etmrvn.- 
tion  wIiMi  it  waa  Ibnned,  bnt  of  the  ^te  aa- 
•emUies  where  it  waadSscnned,  analyzed,  every 
Uddm  defect  bronriit  to  light ;  every  possible 
inconvenience  predicted;  every  oonstraoUon 
^ven  that  inoennity,  sharpened  by  exposition 
and  party  feeling,  oonld  conceive;  where 
amendments  were  proposed,  to  remedy  appre- 
hended evil;  where  it  was  examined,  article 
by  article,  phrase  by  phrase,  not  a  word,  not  a 
syllable,  escaping  their  inqaisitorial  acmtiny. 
Yet,  by  those  men,  with  this  perfect  and  recent 
knowledge  of  the  oonstitatdon,  acting  under  the 
solemn  obligation  to  preserve  it  inviolate,  and 
withoat  any  poesible  motive  to  make  them  for- 
get Aelr  dntyt  was  this  first  peoedeut  set; 
without  a  tingle  doabt  on  the  mmd  that  it  was 
oomot;  without  protest,  withoat  even  Temark. 
A  precedent  golnji;  ihe  fUl  length  of  that  which 
is  now  nnheutatingly  called  a  lawless,  nnoon- 
stitntional  nsnrpation ;  bearing  tiie  present  act 
oat  in  all  its  ptule,  and  in  some  points  going 
mnoh  beyond  it  Like  the  present  case,  it  was 
an  appointment  in  the  recess  of  a  oommiasioner, 
wiUi  fnll  powers  to  make  a  tfeaty ;  those  pow- 
ers were  anthenticated  as  these  were,  by  the 
rignatare  of  the  President  and  the  great  seal  of 
the  nation.  But  it  differsin  this,  tliat  the  oom- 
vaaam.  to  OoL  Hamphreys  was  an  original  ttp- 
polntment,  and,  tiierefore,  according  to  the  new 
doctrine,  more  ol^eotionabte,  no  minister  hav- 
faig  before  been  appointed  to  treat  with  Algien. 
'miereas,  in  this  case,  a  previous  oonunusion 
had  l>een  ^ven  by  Mr.  Adams,  which  was  va- 
cated by  the  recall  of  the  first  powers,  and  the 
appointment  of  Rhind,  Offley,  and  Biddle.  It 
went  infinitely  farther  than  this,  in  giving  to 
the  Minister  the  authority  to  appoint  a  substi- 
tute, and  in  the  fact  that  tiie  substitate  nego- 
tiated and  made  the  treaty — the  Ifiniater  re- 
maining in  Usbon,  and  Donaldson  going  alone 
to  Algiers,  where  the  treaty  was  concluded. 
Hark,  too,  tiiat  tiie  oommisrion  to  Humphreys 
is  dated  only  three  weeks  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  Senate  in  Haroh ;  that  Donaldson  was 
employed  in  May ;  and  that  natherHomphr^ 
nor  Donaldson  were  ever  nominated  to  the 
Senate,  althongfa  thn-  of  coarse  met  in  the  De- 
cember foUowug.  Look,  ur,  into  the  executive 
journal  before  you.  No  nomination  of  Unm- 
phreys,  under  this  commission — not  a  syllable 
said  of  Donaldson.  Yet,  when  the  treaty  came, 
it  was  ratified ;  yet  both  Houses  passed  a  law 
for  carrying,  eo  nomine^,  this  very  treaty  into 
e£fect ;  no  squeamiahness  alwut  the  phrase  un- 
der whioh  ttie  appropriation  should  made ; 
nothing  hidden;  the  whole  transaction — the 
mode  of  its  execution — the  wants  by  whom  it 
was  eflfected,  broad  seal  and  au—theappelktion 


of  the  agent,  omnmissionu'  plenipotentiary, 
which  is  now  so  ofi^onnve,  all  spread  before  the 
Seni^  composed  of  mei^  four-fifths  of  whom 
I  may,  I  think,  say,  had  either  uded  in  ™*^'"g 
the  oonstitation,  or  deliberated  on  the  proprie* 
ty  of  its  adimtion,  and  this  treaty  sent  to  tbem 
by  Qeorae  Washington.  Yet,  with  all  tiieae 
badMi  of  lawleBi,  nnoons^ntional  ninzpatioB 
on  ita  back,  the  tiwty  la  ratified-tha  law 
passes.  No  grave  Senator,  no  indqtendent 
resentative  nses  to  o[»pose  this  groas  aasnmption 
ofpower.  Did  patriotism  sleep  on  its  post! 
Where  were  the  watohfiil,  the  sworn  guardiana 
of  the  constitution,  thus  palpably  violated) 
Where  were  the  Bcmatora,  jealops  of  their 
rights  ?  Where  the  representirtiivefl  of  the  peo- 
ple, sent  to  ^oard  the  palladium  oS  their  liber- 
ties 1  All  sdent;  not  a  word  of  opposition; 
not  awfaiq>OTof  doubt  And  yet  the  violation, 
"gross,  open,  palpaUe" — more  gross,  more 
open,  more  palpable  than  the  one  we  are  now 
warned  agidnst,  beoaoae  in  more  points  it  eon- 
tradiota  ue  oonitmetion  that  la  afflimed  as  the 
only  true  and  orthodia  ftith  hf  which  we  may 
be  poUtioally  saved.  On^t  not  this  practice 
and  oontesnporaneoaa  constTuction,  even  if  it 
stood  alone,  to  onatA  some  doubt  of  the  doc- 
trines we  are  so  vehementiy  urged  to  adopt  I 
Ooght  nbt  the  example  of  Washington,  even  if) 
in  our  superior  wisdom,  we  now,  for  the  first 
time,  guided  by  new  lights,  find  it  wron^ 
ought  it  not  to  command  some  little  indnlgeoee 
fbr  those  who  follow  it  ? 

Will  it  be  sold  that  this  exam^de  does  not 
jdy  ?  Let  the  difference  be  pointed  out ;  and 
where  th^y  differ,  the  ezauqile  set  by  Wadiing- 
ton  will  be  ftnmd  more  at  war  with  the  iwinei- 
plea  laid  down  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
than  the  acta  wMch  he  now  denoonoea  aa  im- 
oonsUtnticoiaL 

Will  he  refer  again  to  the  war-coudneting 
power,  and  call  tiie  treaty  with  Algiers  an  ar- 
mistice t  The  treaty  itself  replies  to  thia 
onswer-^it  is  a  treaty  of  eommeroe,  as  veil  as 
of  peace. 

But  this  is  not  an  isolated  case.  In  the  very 
aame  year,  on  the  same  day  of  the  year,  the 
80th  March,  1796,  David  Humphreys  received 
another  commisuon,  by  letters  patent  froni 
President  Washington,  authenticated  in  thu 
same  manner,  constituting  Mm  commissioner 
plenipotentiary  fbr  ne^tiating  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  "  tiie  most  illustrious  the  Bashaw, 
Lords,  and  Governors  of  Uie  city  and  kingdom 
of  Tripoli,"  with  like  power  of  substitution.  On 
the  10th  February,  1796,  he  transferred  his 
powers  to  Joel  Barlow ;  and,  on  the  8d  Janu- 
ary, 1797,  Mr.  Barlow  made  a  treaty  with  the 
Bai^w  and  his  Divan,  whioh  was,  in  like 
manner  with  the  former,  approved  by  Gol. 
Humphreys,  at  Lisbon,  on  the  10th  February, 
1797,  and  was  ratified  by  the  Senate  the  follow- 
ing session.  Here  we  find  three  sesaons,  after 
the  commission,  pass,  before  the  treaty  is  pre- 
sented .to  the  Soiate  for  its  confirmation,  during 
all  whioh,  no  mmlnation  of  dther  Hun^u^ya 
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or  Bariow  was  made.  Sorely,  If  a  doabt  had 
crossed  the  mind  of  the  President,  that  mind  of 
whidi  the  eminent  charaoteristioH  were  deliber- 
ation and  prudence,  if  the  shadow  of  a  doubt 
had  passed  otw  it,  would  not  the  same  r^^d 
for  tlie  oonatitntion,  for  vhicfa  he  ma  equally 
ranarkable,  have  indnoed  him  to  oonsnlt  hb 
oabiiMt,  to  consult,  as  he  fnqwaHy  did,  <hi 
oAer  aad  less  important  oeoanon8,the  Senate! 
Sir,  he  had  no  doubts ;  the  greatest  and  best, 
and  most  prudent  man  in  the  country  had  no 
doubts.  His  advisers  had  none  —  the  Swiate 
had  none.  The  Honse  of  Bepresentatives  did 
not  hesitate;  and  the  nation,  filled  with  men 
whose  minds  were  enlightened  by  cootinued 
diseussioos  of  the  oonstitation,  approved.  Yet 
we  doubt.  Nay,  more,  we  decide;  and^  ad- 
mitting no  contrariety  of  opinion,  stigmatize  that 
very  o<mduot  thus  pursued  by  Washington,  as 
lairiess  nsoipatioa.  lhat  $^%at  man,  very  soon 
after  tiiia  retired  from  office,  carrying  with  him 
the  beneoietions  of  Us  f^w-^ticena,  and  little 
ea^wetang  that  this  wise  uid  upright  act  of  his 
administration  would  draw  down  on  those  who 
oopied  it  the  reproaches  we  have  heard.  John 
Adams,  who,  besides  the  great  aban  he  had  in 
fotming  the  constitution,  was  pre-eminently 
qualified  to  judge  on  every  ^nesfaon  relating  to 
toreiffn  intercourse;  who  m^ht  be  staled  the 
fbander  of  American  diplomacy — John  Adams 
succeeded  him.  And  he,  too,  strange  as  it  may 
appear— he,  too,  feU  into  the  same  fatal  error, 
or  (if  the  case  is  as  clear  as  is  supposed)  was 
ginlty  of  the  same  unpardonable  fault.  He,  too, 
on  the  18th  of  December,  1798,  put  his  signa- 
ture and  the  great  broad  bmI  m  the  nation  to 
a  paper,  vesting  Blohord  O'Brien,  Wilham 
EMod,  and  Junes  Leander  Oathcart,  with  full 
powers  to  ne^tiate  with  the  Dey  and  Regency 
of  Tunis,  alterations  in  a  certain  treaty  made  in 
the  year  1797,  by  Joseph  Famin,  who-  calls 
himself  a  **  Freneh  merchant  residing  at  Tunis, 
and  chargd  d'affures  of  the  United  States." 
These  genUemen  made  the  new  treaty  on  the 
6th  March,  1799 ;  yet  neither  the  nomination 
of  the  French  merchant,  who  made  the  brst 
treaty,  (which  must  have  been  in  the  time  of 
General  WaahlngtOD,)  nor  of  the  three  otiier 
oommiarionera,  was  vrer  Bubmitted  to  the  Sen- 
ate. And  it  is  remarkable  tiut  tiiis  hut  ap- 
pointnleDt  was  made  on  ^  18th  Deoembnr, 
when  the  Swate  was  In  session. 

Darii^  the  administration  of  the  next  Presi- 
dent, Thomas  Jefferson,  only  one  treaty  with 
the  Barbary  Powers  (that  with  Tripoli)  was 
made ;  but  as  the  negotiation  was  carried  on 
by  Mr.  Leu-,  the  public  Minister  of  the  United 
States  at  that  place,  nothing  can  be  inferred 
from  this  transaction  that  bears  on  the  question; 
hut  Jefferson's  co-operation  in  the  two  appoint- 
ments which  I  have  queued,  by  General  Wash- 
ington, leaves  no  doubt  of  his  conatruotifm  of 
the  eoDstitottoD. 

Here  we  have  the  practice  of  Washington, 
Adams,  and  Je&raon,  uniformly  the  sam& 
nmetioidiig  emy  part  of  the  conduct  pnnued 


by  the  present  Ohief  Magistrate ;  and,  in  some 
instances,  as  I  have  shown,  pushing  the  con- 
struction farther  than  he  has  found  it  necessary 
to  go.  But  this  is  not  all :  Mr.  Madison  comes 
next.  If  any  voice  can  be  called  the  oracle  of 
tiie  oonstitnticm,  it  is  his :  if  any  praetiee  under 
it  nn  he  deemed  void  of  enw  or  intentional 
wrong,  it  is  that  «f  the  wise^  the  venerated 
IfocUaon.  What  did  he  do  f  He  followed  pro- 
cisdy  the  route  in  whidi  his  predecessors  trod. 
In  the  year  1816,  hostilities  having  been  com- 
menced by  Algiers,  he  commissioned  William 
Bhaler,  and  the  gallant  and  lamented  Decatur, 
to  negotiate  with  them.  They  concluded  a 
treaty  on  board  of  the  United  States  ship  Quer- 
riere.  Bat  he  never  nominated  them  to  the 
Senate;  yet  the  treaty,  like  the  others,  was 
ratified  by  the  Senate  in  the  succeeding  session, 
without  a  question  as  to  their  inght  to  co-oper< 
ate  in  the  ^pointment.  •  He  it  was,  too,  who, 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  sent  the  ocHnmianoa 
which  made  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 
Britain.  ■ 

Apnn:  Dlffioultaes  having  arisen  as  tbthe 

execution  of  tiie  treaty  with  Algiers,  another 
commission  was  issued  on  the  24th  of  August, 
1816,  to  William  Shaler  and  Isaac  Chauncey, 
who  renewed  the  former  treaty,  with  altera- 
tions, on  the  28d  of  December  of  tbe  same  year. 
And  again  the  Senate  were  kept  in  ignorance 
of  the  [q>pointment,  until  tiie  treaty  was  sent 
to  them  for  ratification.  This  is  the  last  treaty 
with  any  of  the  powers  profesnuK  the  Mahome- 
tan faith,  prior  to  the  one  that  has  ^ven  rise 
to  this  disouroion.  And,  in  forming  this,  tbe 
Frerident,  with  sirongw  reasons  for  secrecy 
than  any  of  his  predeoessors  had,  has  only,  as 
far  as  he  has  gone,  followed  Ihwr  example- 
followed  his  own  and  their  oonstruotlon  of  the 
constitution — and  exeroised  no  power  that  had 
not  for  forty  years  been  universally  acknowl- 
edged to  be  legitimate.  I  bring  the  acquies- 
cence down  to  this  moment,  because  the  qaee- 
tions  ra^ed  on  the  Panama  mission  are  not  tbose 
to  which  this  transaction  gives  rise.  Then  the 
objection  was  to  an  appointment  of  a  peculiar 
nature — a  mission,  not  to  a  particular  power, 
but  to  a  Congress  of  powers ;  it  was  not  sup- 
posed to  be  striotiy  diplonutio ;  our  agents,  it 
was  fiaared,  were  to  act  as  deputiee  to  a  oon- 
Ibderative  QoTemment,  rather  than  as  Ministers. 
And  to  this  was  added  the  difficulty,  at  that 
time  first  raised,  to  the  power  of  creating  a  new 
miseicin  in  the  rec^ ;  here,  however,  the  first 
objection  cannot  apply,  and  the  previous  ap- 
pomtment  by  Mr.  Adams  takes  away  the  second. 
The  objection,  then,  to  the  making  a  treaty  by 
secret  agents,  whose  nomination  is  not  sent  to 
the  Senate,  is,  I  repeat,  a  new  objection  made 
to  an  established,  and,  as  I  believe,  a  perfectiy 
cODstitutional  practice.  The  objection  is  new, 
but  it  may  yet  be  well  founded,  although  I  can- 
not perceive  its  force ;  and  not  perceiving  it, 
must  be  permitted  to  thiuk  it  passing  strange 
that  it  never  before  oconrred  to  one  single  in- 
dividual, who  has  evw  e^reawd  Jus  opiniom 
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on  the  BQhjeot,  aa  far  as  my  limited  information 
goes. 

There  are  two  other  Presidents  whose  acts 
and  opinions  on  this  robjeot  we  have  to  ex- 
amine, in  ordw  to  complete  the  araies. 

On  Ut.  Monroe^a  accession  totbe  Preddencj, 
he  fonnd  onr  peace  secured  with  the  Barharj 
Powers;  he  had,  therefore,  no  commissioners 
to  appoint  to  them ;  but  he  had  participated, 
as  the  head  of  the  Department  of  Stote,  in  those 
which  had  been  sent  by  Mr.  Hodison ;  and  we 
may,  therefore,  fairly  suppose,  that,  if  tlie  occa- 
sion had  offered,  be  would  have  followed  the 
same  course.  But,  during  his  administration, 
and  that  of  his  successor,  it  was  found  conven- 
ient, in  the  exercise  of  tiie  same  conatitutic»ial 
right  of  makinff  b^aties,  to  employ  other 
agents  than  *'  ambasBadors  or  pnbllc  ministers," 
to  form  treaties  with  Enropean  and  Christian 
powers,  as  had  been  formerly  done  with  the 
ICahometan  States  of  Africa.  Differences  had 
existed  ever  since  the  treaty  of  1802  with  Spain, 
not  only  of  boundary,  but  on  accouot  of  claims, 
to  a  vast  amount.  The  settlement  of  the  divid- 
ing line  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
would  taite  from  or  add  to  our  territory  an  ex- 
tent sufficient  for  the  establishment  of  several 
States.  And  the  acqnisition  of  Florida  had  al- 
ways been  considered  as  a  matter  of  primary 
importance.  If,  then,  the  magnitude  and  im- 
portance of  the  objects ;  if  the  rank  and  dignity 
of  the  party,  required  that  the  n^tiaUon  aboold 
he  coiuacted  by  public  Minister^  and  tJiat  t^eir 
appointment  shoold  t>e  eonflnned  .by  the  3^  ate, 
hi«e  was  the  case.  Here  was  not  even  the  plea 
of  the  recess.  For  dnrine  tJie  session  of  Con- 
gress, in  1818-*19,  Mr.  Monroe  gave  to  Mr. 
Adams  plenipotentiary  powers  to  treat  with 
the  Minister  of  Spun,  and  make  a  settlement  of 
all  these  important  matters.  He  gave  these 
powers  by  commission  under  the  great  seal. 
He  never  communicated  the  appointment  to  the 
Senate,  although  they  were  in  session.  The 
negotiation  was  carried  on  in  the' very  place 
where  they  sat,  and  was  concluded  before  they 
adjourned,  by  a  treaty  which  purchased  the  two 
Hondas ;  settled  oar  Iwnndaiy,  by  abandiHiing 
our  cIiHins  to  the  immense  extent  of  conntry 
between  the  Bio  del  ^orte  and  the  Sabine ;  and 
made  a  charge  on  our  Treasury  of  five  millions 
of  dollars.  Yea,  sir,  this  trea^  was  ratified  by 
the  Senate,  and  not  one  word  of  reprobation, 
not  an  accent  of  doubt  uttered  as  to  uie  irregu- 
larity of  the  commission  by  which  it  was  nego- 
tiated ;  and  both  Hoases  concurred  in  passing 
laws  for  carrying  it  into  execution. 

Again :  When  Mr.  Adams  came  to  Uie  Presi- 
dency, he  in  like  manner,  in  the  year  182d, 
commissioned  Mr.  Clay  to  treat  of  and  conclude 
a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  the 
Minister  of  Denmark ;  which  treaty  was  signed 
on  the  26th  of  April,  in  the  same  yew,  dnring 
llie  sitting  of  tlia  Soiate,  and  in  like  manner 
ratified  by  them,  although  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Clay  was  never  made  known  to  the  Senate, 
flod  of  course  was  not  confirmed  by  them.  And 
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we,  sir,  we  ourselves,  every  one  of  na,  who  now 
hear  or  make  these  denunciationB — we  have 
ratified  a  treaty  made  with  one  of  the  greatest 
powers  of  Ohriatendom,  1^  a  plenipotentiaTy 
commissioned  under  the  great  seal,  whose  ap- 
pointment was  never  sanenoned  w  mat  to  tue 
Senate  for  its  advice;  and  that,  too,  a  power 
with  which  before  we  had  no  diplomatic  inter- 
course— with  Austria — made  by  the  present 
Secretary  of  State,  under  a  special  appointment 
by  the  JE^^dent.  Should  it  be  said  that  this 
practice  of  employing  a  special  Minister  at 
home  to  make  treaties  with  a  for^gn  power, 
is  of  modem  date ;  that  it  does  not,  like  the 
case  of  the  Mediterranean  commissions,  ran 
back  to  t&e  early  part  of  oar  diplomatic  history, 
I  would  answer  that  this,  too,  is  an  error,  aad 
that  my  construction  is  sanctioned  in  this  ate 
by  the  practice  of  Waslungtim.  As  early  aa 
the  year  1796,  some  doubts  having  arisen  as  to 
the  operation  of  the  third  article  of  Mr.  Jay*8 
treaty,  Mr.  Pickering  was  commisuoned  to  ne- 
gotiate an  explanatory  artiole,  whiofa  was  agreed 
to,  submitted  to  the  Senate,  and  ratified  with- 
out any  nomination  of  the  negotiator  to  the 
Senate. 

Kow,  sir,  does  not  this  uniform,  this  unques- 
tioned practice,  carried  through  every  Presi- 
dency, from  tht^  of  the  Father  of  his  Country  to 
that  of  the  present  incumbent ;  is  it  not  strongly 
persuasive  of  the  correctness  of  that  construc- 
tion which  gives  to  the  Preddent  dw  power  to 
make  treaties  whatever  he  may  dean  it  expe- 
dient, by  a  q>ecLSl  agent,  instead  of  a  pnuio 
MinistOT — ^to  give  fhU  powers,  under  the  great 
seal,  to  such  special  agent,  and  to  omit  nomi- 
natinghim  to  the  Senate  when  he  thinks  prop- 
er t  Will  it  be  sud  that  the  instances  I  have 
last  mentioned  do  not  apply,  because  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  was  the  a^ntt  But  he  was 
the  agent  only  by  the  special  commission,  fpvea 
to  him  by  the  President — a  commission,  without 
which  he  could  not  have  acted,  which  as  his 
fuU  power,  he  was  obliged  to  interchange  with 
the  Minister  with  whom  he  treated,  before  the 
n^jMiation  could  bemn.  It  as  Secretary  vi 
State,  the  daty  oonld  have  bem  done,  mere 
Instrootions  would  have  suffioed — no  oommia- 
sion  would  have  been  neeessanr.  Bat  in  every 
instance  comnusnons  were  doivered,  in  the 
same  form,  as  to  powers  that  are  used  for 
Ministers  going  abroad.  The  Prendent  mi^t 
have  selected  any  other  individual,  and  the  case 
is  as  strongly  in  point  as  if  he  had.  Will  the 
gentleman  point  out  the  difference  between 
these  cases  which  he,  jointly  with  all  of  us,  has 
approved,  and  that  which  he  now  so  violently 
reprobates  f  If  the  President  may  appoint  a 
special  agent  to  make  a  treaty  with  a  nation 
with  whom  we  had  n(me  before,  without  rab- 
mitting  the  nomination  to  the  Senate;  if  he 
may  make  suoh  an  appointment  for  a  negotia^ 
tion  here,  can  he  not  make  a  nmilar  appoint- 
ment for  a  negotiation  to  be  carried  on  in  Oon- 
Btantinople  t  it  the  latter  is  forbidden,  where 
is  the  clause  that  anthorixes  the  fonnerl  If 
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tbe  former  is  legal,  where  is  the  daose  that  ex- 
dodea  the  latter  ?  Are  not  both  exercised  na- 
d«r  the  same  ooniditntioiuil  anthoritj  t  Whj, 
tfaeo,  saootion  the  one  and  denonnce  the  other  t 
It  appean  to  me  that  a  Batisfoetoiy  answer  to 
tbeae  queries  would  be  difficult,  even  to  the 
Sngeimitiy  of  tbe  mover  of  tbe  amendment ;  and 
tiiat  it  would  be  somewhat  diffionlt  for  him  to 
ahow  that  there  is  anj  one  (tf  the  inconvenieneeB 
and  dangers  whioh  hie  apprehends,  from  the 
pointment  of  commissioners,  with  ftill  powers, 
gftti^  to  a  fortign  oonntry,  that  does  not  attach 
to  negotiations  \j  ^>emal  agents  at  home.  Bnt 
these  dan^ws  are  imaginary  in  both  cases. 
Nothing  either  of  th«n  can  do  has  any  force 
nntil  we  sanction  it.  And  in  reqoiring  the  as- 
sent of  two-thirds  <^  the  Senate  to  every  treaty, 
those  who  made  onr  form  of  Government 
thought  they  might  safely  tmst  the  discretion 
(tf  the  Presulettt  in  selecting  the  agents  for 
maUngit. 

Bat  to  remove  all  ground  for' the  distinction, 
-  take  an  instance  flmn  the  same  ooUection  of 
treaties  whioh  I  have  before  qnoted.  In  the 
year  1818,  Mr.  OaUntin,  thou  oar  Minister  in 
France,  was  comnussioned  jointly  with  Mr. 
Boab,  onr  MiiUrtM*  at  St  James',  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  with  England,  in  tiie  same  manner  that 
the  Secretaries  of  Stote  were  commissioned  to 
negotiate  at  Washington.  This  nomination  was 
never  snbmitted  to  the  Senate,  yet  a  most  im- 
portant convention,  made  under  that  appoint- 
ment, was  ratified  by  the  Senate ;  so  that  here 
we  have  commissioners  appointed  at  home, 
abroad,  to  Ohristiansaswellas  infideln,  in  every 
form,  in  eveiy  character  in  whioh  tbe  power 
can  be  ezeroiaed,  and  in  every  form  aolmowl- 
edged  by  tin  oo-ordinate  branches  of  Govern- 
ment to  be  constitntlonal  and  right:  and  yet, 
dr,  it  is  now  undertaken  to  arraign  and  denounce 
it  as  a  usurpation.  The  seoond  groand  of  accn- 
aation,  that  the  nonunation,  though  made  in 
the  recess,  was  not  sabi^tted  to  the  Senate 
when  tbey  met,  has  been  anticipated.  It  may 
be  justified  on  several  grounds;  which  were 
tiiose  which  actuated  the  President,  as  I  am 
not  in  his  counsels,  I  do  not  know.  It  may  be 
justified  on  tbe  necessity  of  keeping  the  mission 
a  seoret,  until  the  result  was  known ;  on  his 
oonstitational  power  of  originating  a  secret 
miarion  wilhont  the  co-operation  of  the  Senate ; 
ud  on  tiw  inutility  of  naming  persona  to  be 
oonfirmed  in  offices  vhtdi  were  temporazy  in 
their  mrtme,  and  whioh  must  expire  before  the 
confirmation  by  the  Senate  could  be  made,  or 
at  any  rate  before  it  oould  reach  them.  Thus 
the  treaty  with  the  Porte  having  been  completed 
before  the  a^oumment  of  Congress  at  the 
last  session,  it  would  have  been  useless  to  con- 
firm the  powers  of  the  n^tiators.  I  pass  over 
the  argument  to  show  th«t,  although  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Offley  partioulurly  states  that  he  signed 
the  tt«aty  on  Sunday,  yet  he  must  have  been 
mistakwi,  because  no  Ohristian  in  a  country  of 
infidels  would  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the 
Ohriatiau  sabbath.  I  pass  that  over  with  ask- 
YouXt—M 


ing  how  often  we  ourselves,  when  duty  requir- 
ed it,  have  not  sat  and  deliberated  within  these 
very  walls  on  the  same  sacred  day ;  and 
whether  disobedience  to  any  of  our  legal  acts, 
done  at  such  a  time,  would  be  excused  on  tiie 
allegation  (tf  an  impoadbilify  of  our  having  been 
guilty  of  the  breach. 


Thttbsdat,  February  34. 

and  Fttrging  in  the  District  ef  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chahbbbs,  the  Senate  re* 
sumed  the  consideration  of  the  biU  for  tbe  pun- 
ishment of  crimes  within  the  District  of  Cdum- 
bia. 

Mr.  0.  sdd  that,  when  the  bill  was  last  be- 
fore the  Senate,  debate  arose  on  a  motion  by 
the  gentieman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Hayks)  Jto  recommit  the  bill  to  the  District 
Committee,  with  a  view  to  striking  out  the 
clanse  relative  to  punishment  for  dnelling,  or 
being  concerned  in  a  duel.  The  amount  and 
importance  of  the  burineas  before  tbe  Senate, 
and  the  expediency  of  ear^  acting  upon  it,  in- 
duced him  to  waive  any  remu:^  at  this  time 
on  the  motion,  that  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
might  at  once  be  taken  upon  it.  If  the  bill  was 
recommitted,  the  committee  would  of  course 
report  the  bill  with  the  clause  stricken  out ; 
and  he  could  see  no  necessity  for  its  recommit- 
ment, because  the  question  might  as  well  be 
taken  now. 

Mr.  Hatsb  explained  the  reasons  why  it  had 
not  been  in  his  power  to  make  the  motion  at 
an  earliev  day.  He  was  desirous  of  testing  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  on  this  particular  clause  <k 
the  bill.  If  tbe  recommitment  took  place,  the 
committee  would  either  strike  out  the  clause, 
or  so  modify  it  as  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
Senate.  A  speedy  decision  on  tiie  bill  was  de- 
sirable, and  he  took  the  occa^on  to  say,  that, 
if  this  reoommitment  took  place,  there  would 
be  no  further  opposition  on  bis  port.  Under 
tbe  present  |>rovisions  of  the  bill,  not  only  tbe 
parties  convicted  of  fighting  a  duel,  but  the 
bearerof  the  challenge,  the  surgeon,  &c., — every 
accessory—was  to  he  pnniahm  by  five  years' 
hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary.  With  dne 
deference  to  those  who  introduced  this  cUuue 
into  the  HSU,  he  was  of  opinion  that  so  severe  a 
mode  of  panishment  would  destrOT  the  whtde 
object  of  the  provision.  The  punishment  was 
so  severe,  that  no  juiy  would  be  found  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  the  law.  The  punish- 
ment for  crime  should  be  adapted  to  the  pr^u- 
dioes,  tbe  passions,  and  opinions  of  the  people, 
and  a  milder  course  would  be  found  to  answer  a 
more  practical  purpose.  Perhaps  the  better 
course  would  be  to  strike  out  the  clause  al- 
together from  the  present  bill,  and  then,  by 
special  statute,  prescribe  the  panishment  for 
duelling.  This  bill  went  further  than  the  laws 
of  any  State  of  the  Union  on  the  subject ;  and 
he  tiionght  that  if  the  OongreeB  <tf  the  United 
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States,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  should  pass  a  law  determining  what 
the  punishment  in  sQch  cases  should  be,  the 
several  States  would  adopt  tiie  rcgnktions  of 
such  a  law. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  recommit- 
ted ;  but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Sbr.  Oouibbbs, 
the  vote  was  reconsideredi  and  tbie  Senate  straok 
ont  the  clause  referred  to  altogether. 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  passed. 

Turlnth  Oommmum — Fewer  of  iKt  Fr^imi 
to  Originate  Muaiont. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  oonsideratiaD 
of  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  negotiators  of 
the  Turkish  treaty, 

Mr.  Tti.sb  said,  the  Senator  from  Louisiana 
(Mr.  Litinoston)  had  commenced  the  speech 
which  he  xesterday  delivered,  hy  repMting, 
with  much  emphasis,  the  words  a  lawless  act 
and  in  dra-ogation  of  the  rights  of  tii9  Senate." 
These  words  had  fiillen  from  my  coUcagne,  'said 
Hr.  T.,  and  seemed  to  have  excited  the  feelings 
of  the  honorable  Senator,  and,  in  some  degree, 
bis  displeasure.  Mj  colleague  requires  no  aid 
from  me,  or  any  other  individual,  to  justify 
either  his  language  or  his  eohdact.  The  mo- 
tives of  the  last  will  at  all  times  be  above  re- 
proach ;  and  the  language  which  he  may  at  any 
time  use  will  never  lail  to  convey  must  strongly 
the  idea  which  it  is  intended  to  represent  I 
will,  however,  say  to  the  honorable  Senator, 
that  if  either  my  colleague  or  myself  use  expres- 
sions not  familiar  to  the  ears  of  courtiers,  he 
must  excuse  oar  msticity,  and  ascribe  our  fault 
to  our  course  of  education,  and  the  land  from 
which  we  come.  The  inhabitants  of  that  re- 
public are  somewhat  a  bold  and  fearless  race, 
and  practise  upon  a  principle  which  has  been, 
for  all  time,  prevalent  amongst  them,  of  calling 
things  by  their  right  names.  If  an  act  be  done 
without  laWj  they  call  it  lawless;  if  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  nght  of  others,  they  say  so,  whom- 
soever it  may  offend. 

The  samo  gentleman  has  more  than  intimated 
that  this  was  not  the  proper  place  for  this  dis- 
cussion ;  that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have 
oarried  it  (m  in  secret  session.  I  differ  with 
him  in  this,  as  in  mneh  else.  By  and  by  I  shall 
diow  that  the  (^portunity  was  not  afforded 
until  the  bill  upon  your  table  came  up  for  con- 
sideration ;  but  if  it  had  been,  our  secret  cham- 
ber is  DO  place  for  tBe  discussion  of  a  great 
constitutional  question.  It  was  proper'  in  every 
point  of  view,  that  the  debate  should  be  in 
this  place.  Here  before  the  public,  the  attack 
should  be  made.  In  the  face  of  the  world  our 
reasons  should  be  given  for  onr  course  of  con- 
duct, and  for  the  attitude  we  assume  upon  this 
important  subject.  This  discussion  has  been 
forced  upon  us,  from  what  motives,  and  for 
what  ends,  I  leave  to  others  to  determine.  Ev- 
ery Senator  here  can  testify  that  my  colleague, 
in  a  day  or  two  after  taking  bis  seat  this  ses- 
sion, announced  his  opposition  to  the  course 
which  bad  been  porsaed  in  regard  to  late 
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mission  to  Constantinople.  The  Secretary  of 
State  knew  his  opinions  at  an  early  day,  and 
yet  the  plain,  the  obvious,  the  palpable  course 
by  which  all  controversy  might  have  been 
aT<nded,  has  been  made  to  yield  to  this.  The 
torch  of  discord  has  been  thrown  among  us, 
and  the  unity  of  the  party  with  which  we  have^ 
with  bat  one  exception,  acted,  is  for  the  time 
broken  up.  This  clium  of  individnals,  resting 
merely  on  a  contract  with  the  President,  is  di- 
verted from  the  ordinary  course  of  private  and 
individual  legislation,  and  attempted  to  be 
thrust  into  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

I  am  aware  of  the  effect  of  this,  whatever 
the  design,  A  hue  and  cry  is  to  be  raised  at 
onr  heels.  An  anecdote  will  serve  to  illustrste 
its  character.  The  night  sncoeeding  the  day  on 
which  my  colleague  delivered  his  powerful  ar- 
gument on  this  questitm,  the  ice  in  the  Poto- 
mac was  put  in  miotion,  and,  pressed  on  by  the 
moontain  torrent  prodoced  by  the  thftw,  car- 
ried of  a  part  of  the  bridge  Mmneotlng  this 
with  the  Virginia  shore.  A  gentleman  gave 
me  the  information,  and  stud,  with  archness^ 
the  connection  between  Virginia  imd  tiie  Pres- 
ident's mansion  is  now  severed.  My  colleague's 
speech  doubtless  produced  the  tbaw ;  and  to . 
him,  also,  will  be  ascribed  whatever  evil  shall 
arise  from  this  discusaon.  All  are  esteemed 
schismatics  who  oppose  themselves,  no  matter 
upon  what  ground,  to  an  error  committed ;  and 
we  shall  be  prcmonneed  heretics  by  the  political 
Catholic  church.  In  other  words,  an  act  iadone 
which  in  onr  oonsdenees  we  cannot  ^v|»ove — 
whidi  those  who  have  the  management  irf  this 
a^ir  are  told  in  advance  we  cannot  approve ; 
and  then  we  all  are  to  be  denonnoed  as  schis- 
matics, and  all  the  vials  of  wrath  are  to  be 
emptied  on  our  heads.  This,  sir,  is  a  per- 
version of  all  justice,  of  all  moral  rule.  Those 
who  perpetrate  the  error,  must  snrely  be  re- 
sponsible for  consequences  resulting  from  it 

It  is  our  duty,  Mr.  President,  under  all  car- 
cnmstances,  and  however  situated,  to  be  futh- 
ful  to  the  constitution.  Sato  perpetua  should 
be  the  motto  of  all  in  regard  to  that  instro- 
ment,  and  more  emphatically  those  into  whow 
bands  it  is  committed  by  tiie  parties  to  the 
compact  of  anion.  Sir,  parties  may  nceeed, 
and  will  succeed  each  other ;  stars  that  alone 
with  brilliancy  to-day,  may  be  strack  from  their 
spheres  to-morrow ;  convulsion  may  follow  con- 
vulsion; the  battiements  may  rook  abont  us, 
and  the  storm  rage  in  its  wildest  friry;  but 
while  tiie  constitution  Is  preserved  inviolate, 
the  libertim  of  the  country  will  be  secure. 
When  we  are  asked  to  lay  down  the  constitu- 
tion upon  the  shrine  of  party,  onr  answer  is, 
the  price  demanded  is  too  great  If  required, 
to  pass  over  its  violation  in  silence,  we  reply, 
that  to  do  so  would  be  infidelity  to  oar  tnist, 
and  treason  to  those  who  sent  as  here.  The 
constant  effort  of  '^^rginia  has  been  directed 
to  its  preservation ;  the  political  conflict  the 
hour  has  never  led  her  to  yield  it  for  an  in- 
stant Ko  matter  with  what  aolemnity  the  vi- 
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olation  has  been  attended ;  althot^  sanctioned 
by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  confirmed  bj 
Judicial  decision,  she  has  not  halted  in  her  doty. 
How  little,  then,  sboold  we  be  entitled  to  rep- 
reaeat  her,  if  we  ooold  so  iar  forget  oarselres 
« to  Iwbble  in  onr  ooune.  I<et  me,  nr,  be  dis- 
tinotty  imdientood.  I  l«r  down  no  role  for 
others.  Benaton  here  will  prescribe  mlea  for 
tfaeiii8dvc&  No  donbt  all  will  be  governed  hj 
moliTes  equally  pare  and  honorable ;  but,  hold- 
ing the  opinions  which  I  do  npon  this  snlyect, 
I  shoold  esteem  mjself  the  Teriest  recreant  to 
mj  most  solemn  obligations,  if  I  could  bring 
zoyself  to  sapport  this  appropriation. 

The  Senator  &om  Lomsiana  has  prononnoed 
it  a  new  discorery  which  we  have  made — a 
new  discovery,  sir  1  Was  it  not  proved  to  the 
Senate  the  ouier  day,  that  the  power  had  al- 
wtjt  been  denied  to  the  Prendeot  of  sending 
Ministera  to  foreign  coorta  of  Ids  own  mere  mo- 
tion t  ffir,  neither  the  digoovery  b  new,  nor 
Uuf  doctrine ;  both  are  as  old  as  the  constita- 
tion  itaeU^  as  I  shall  presently  demonstrate, 
from  the  very  letter  of  that  instmment.  What 
was  that  qaestion  whii^  bet  a  few  years  since 
divided  thb  Senate !  What  was  the  Panama 
^Mstion,  bat  the  bone,  flesh,  and  sinew  of 

{Kr.  LrvTNeBTOS  explained.  He  had  spoke 
t>f  secret  agencies :  no  one  had  ever  ol^eoted 
to  them  as  onoonstitutioaal.] 

Sir,  said  Hr.  Ttleb,  this  is  no  secret  agency, . 
in  the  diplomatic  sense,  bat  a  secret  embassy, 
or  misriou.  Bat  let  na  retnm  to  the  Panama 
qaestion.  What  was  that?  Nothing  more  than 
a  mere  abstract  declaration  made  by  If  r.  Ad- 
ams, that  the  right  to  depute  Ministers  without 
the  interposition  of  the  Senate,  fell  within  the 
OHnpetency  of  the  Executive  power.  He  did 
not  appoint,  however,  but,  as  the  constitution 
required,  nominated  persons  to  the  Senate  for 
its  advice  and  consent ;  and  yet  what  was  the 
course  pursued!  There  then  stood  on  this 
floor,  arm  to  arm,  and  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
nineteen  Senators,  who,  with  their  shields  in- 
terlocked, moved  with  me  irredstible  force  of 
the  Spartan  phalanx  upon  that  enemy-piind|de 
which  £brei^al  to  overthrow  the  constitu- 
tion. The  [ffesent  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
moved  the  resolution  in  the  following  words, 
viz: 

**  JUtolved,  as  the  o[Moa  of  the  Senate,  inumoch 
as  the  elidm  of  powera  thus  set  np  by  the  Executive 
mi^t,  if  Buffered  to  ptas  noootieed  by  the  Senate, 
be  hereafter  relied  upon  to  justify  the  exercise  of  a 
amilar  power,  they  owe  it  to  themselves  and  the 
States  they  represent,  to  protest,  and  they  do  here- 
by eolesuUy,  bat  Tespectnilly,  protect,  agunat  the 
same." 

Uark  yoo,  sir — a  mere  claim  set  vp.  The 
apprehensiop  that  that  might  be  called  into  '. 
precedent,  to  justify  the  exercise  of  a  similar  ! 
power  by  some  fntnre  ExecutiTe,  was  snffident  < 
to  produce  so  solemn  a  resolalion  as  that  which  i 
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,  I  have  read.   Let  us  look  to  what  was  uttered 
in  debate  on  that  question.   The  state  of  the 
vote  has  already  been  mentioned.    I  will  read 
to  the  Senate  some  of  the  remarks  which  fell 
from  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Be- 
fore I  do  so,  however,  let  me  speak  my  honest 
oonviotions.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  has  had 
any  agency  in  advising  this  micKdon  to  Constan- 
tinople.   I  do  not  buieve  that  he  coold  be 
guilty  of  an  incon^stency  so  gross  and  palpa- 
ble.  No  man  has  more  oonfldenoe  in  the  firm- 
ness of  his  adhesion  to  the  principle  of  the 
constitution  than  myself.   In  his  attachment  to 
the  n-eat  doctrines  of  the  democratic  party,  he 
is  a  fit  and  proper  representative  of  tbe  State 
of  which  he  is  a  native — a  State  which  has 
been  distinguished  by  nothing  more  strongly 
than  by  her  uniform  devotion  to  the  constita- 
tion.    That  star  in  our  political  galaxy  has 
never  shed  "  disastrous  tmll^^t,"  or  ondcHVone 
eclipse.  Sir,  I  speak  not  ex  cathedra.   I  have 
had  no  etyllable  of  conversation  with  that  oen- 
tieman ;  but,  from  my  knowledge  of  his  c£ar- 
acter,  and  other  circumstances,  I  am  led  to  the 
oi)iDion  which  I  have  wrprewed.   "I  view,** 
said  Hr.  Branch,  referring  to  the  resoluUon, 
"  the  usurpation  which  it  notices  and  purports 
to  repel  as  a  link  in  the  chain,  threatening  the 
most  portentous  and  calamitons  conaeqoenoes 
to  the  liberties  of  this  people."   '*  Isolated,  un- 
connected with  any  thing  else,  yet  so  plainly 
aud  palpably  conflicting  with  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  it  is  truly  appalling 
to  the  friends  of  liberty."   And  again ;  "  It  is 
time  tore-enact  magna oharta;  ibis  timeto  re- 
assert the  principles  of  the  dedaration  of  inde- 
pendence.** The  mere  assertion  by  the  Presi- 
dent that  he  possessed  the  power  of  appointing 
Ministers,  and  of  originating  a  mission,  without 
consulting  the  Senate,  pnwnced  these  strong 
expressions.    Magna  charts  was  violated,  and 
the  principles  of  the  Government  required  to  be 
re-assertea.   I  might  multiply  quotations  from 
the  same  speech,  all  equally  impressive,  bat  I 
will  pass  to  that  delivered  on  the  same  ques- 
tion by  a  gentleman,  then  a  Senat^  now  a 
member  from  Kentaoxy  in  the  other  Hoase.  I 
deem  it  necessary  to  quote  bnt  <me  eoitenoe  !n 
order  to  exhibit  his  strong  oonviotions  on  this 
cl^m  of  power  set  up  by  Hr.  Adams.  [Hr. 
Ttlbs  here  read  from  Hr.  JoHiraoN's  speech.] 
"  I  think  I  might  risk  the  decii^on  of  thU  qnes' 
tion  upon  the  htburd  of  a  universal  and  unani- 
mous opinion  as  to  tbe  plain  common  sense 
meaning  of  the  constitution."   To  cite  passages 
equally  strong  from  the  speeches  of  others, 
would  not  be  difficult.   The  opinions  then  ut- 
tered by  my  colleagae  are  the  same  that  he  has 
enforced  in  this  debate.   But  I  will  give  you 
the  expressions  and  opinions  of  a  gentleman 
who  stands  more  imm^iately  connected  with 
the  proceeding  now  the  subject  of  discnssion. 
I  mean  the  Secretary  of  State — ^the  person  im- 
mediately charged  with  the  management  of  onr 
diplomatic  relations— one  npon  whose  ad^ce 
the  Prefddent  donbtleaa  reposed  with  oonfi^- 
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d^ee.  I  hare  found  no  ^leech  of  his  reported 
on  Mr.  Branches  reflolatioii,  and  imagine  that 
he  delivered  none ;  but -he  spoke  on  ^e  Pana- 
ma qnestion,  properlj  so  called,  uid  sabse- 
quently  on  the  roles  of  tiie  Senate.  Let  ns  see 
his  speech  oa  the  first  question.  [Here  Mr.  T. 
read  from  that  speech.]  "  The  measare  is 
deemed  to  be  (Uiat  of  sending  lOnistera  to  Pan- 
ama without  previooaly  consulting  tbe  Senate) 
within  the  oonstitntioiutl  competency  of  the 
Exeouttve;  that  we  are  only  consulted  to  ob- 
tfun  our  opinion  on  its  expedieDQ7,  and  beoaose 
it  is  neeessaiT  to  come  to  ns  for  an  appropriar 
tioUf  without  which  the  measare  cannot  be  car- 
ried into  effect.  Yet,  sir,  tbe  first  blow  that 
was  struck  in  that  great  contest  which  subse- 
quently convulsed  we  country,  and  the  first 
voice  that  was  raised  to  arrest  the  current  of 
events  then  setting  in,  (speaking  of  tbe  sugges- 
tion which  was  made  by  the  first  Adams  rela- 
tive to  tlie  mission  to  Berlin,)  were  on  points, 
to  all  substantial  purposes,  identical  with  the 
present.  Is  it  not  a  startling,  if  not  an  omi- 
nous tiroumstance,  tiiat  so  80<»  under  flke  pres- 
ent adminisbvtaon  we  should  have  presmted 
to  US,  In  such  bold  reliei^  doctrines  and  prlnci- 

Eles,  which,  in  the  first  year  of  that  to  which  I 
ave  referred,  lud  the  prinoiplee  of  the  moat 
bitter  and  unrelenting  feuds  I  Does  the  anal- 
ogy sto^  here!  The  men  who  then  opposed 
the  mission  to  Berlin  were  deaonnced  as  oppo- 
sitionists— as  a  &ctiou  who  sought  the  gratifi- 
cation of  their  personal  views  at  the  expense 
of  the  public  good.  ITiey  were  lampooned  and 
vilified  by  all  the  presses  supporting  and  sup- 

Eorted  by  the  Government,  and  a  host  of  ma- 
cious  parasites  generated  by  its  patronage.^' 
Yes,  rir^  and  we  shall  be  lampooned  and  vilified 
fbr  the  oonrae  vluoh  we  now  porsne.  Jij  col- 
leainie  read  correctly  the  handwriting  on  tbe 
waiu.  What  was  fiiot  formeri^  will  be  fact 
agfdn.  But  let  the  storm  rage,  if  it  shall  be  so 
willed  by  those  who  control  the  operations  of 
particular  presses ;  I  stand  here  the  advocate 
of  the  constitution,  and,  if  necessary,  I  am 
ready  to  become  the  victim  in  its  place. 

I  am  not  yet  done  with  the  Secretary  of 
State.  I  will  read  you  a  paragraph  from  a 
speech  delivered  by  him  on  what  was  common- 
ly called  "the  roles  of  the  Senate,"  a  speech 
delivered  since  I  have  had  the  hmor  of  a  seat 
on  this  fioor : 

"The  same  dispotitlon  to  limit  the  popular  branch 
was  forcibly  illustrated  in  the  discuadoos  of  the 
foreign  intercourse  bill  in  1798.  It  was  upon  that 
occauon  ccmtended,  a&d  snccesafully,  too,  that  the 
House  of  BepiesentatiTes  had  no  discreUon  upon 
the  question  of  appropriation  for  the  expenses  of 
such  Interoourse  with  foreign  nations  as  the 
Freddent  saw  fit  to  establish  ;  that  they  would  be 
justly  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of  gross  deliu- 
quenoy  if  they  hesitated  to  make  provision  for  the 
salaries  (tf  such  forcigu  Uinisters  as  the  President 
with  the  assent  of  the  Senate  should  appoint. 
What  would  be  tbe  feelings  of  real  and  unchanged 
TepobUcana  in  relation  to  Moh  doctrines  at  tUa  ? 


AsBOdated  with  them  was  tbe  bold  avowal  that  It 
belonj^d  to  the  President  alone  to  decide  on  the 
propnety  of  the  misaon ;  and  that  all  the  coostitn- 
tioiul  agency  which  the  Senate  could  of  right  have, 
was  to  pass  on  the  fitness  of  the  individu^s  select- 
ed as  Ministeta.  It  was  imtenrfons  like  these,  aaid 
Hr.  Tan  Buren,  uded  by  unoearing  indications^ 
both  in  the  internal  and  external  moTcmente  of  iha 
Qovemment,  that  produced  a  deep  and  settled  con- 
Tiction  ia  the  pobUc  mind  that  a  design  had  been 
coQcciyed  to  change  the  Qoveniment  from  its 
amjAe  and  republican  fbrm  to  one,  if  not  monarch* 
ical,  at  least  too  enngetic  for  the  tenqter  of  As 
American  people." 

Indeed,  sir,  the  avowal  that  the  President 
alone  possessed  the  power  to  decide  on  the  pro- 
priety of  a  misdon,  and  that  all  our  agency 
consisted  in  determining  on  the  fitness  of  the 
UlniBter  to  be  sent,  if  not  monarchical,  is  at 
least  too  eneivetio  in  its  tendency,  bold,  and 
somewhat  re<»le8s;  and  yet  a  misntxi  oriff.- 
nated,  and  not  even  &o  names  of  tin  IGnisters 
sent  into  the  Senate ;  and  that,  toa  notwith- 
standing a  long  session  of  that  boqy  had,  in 
fkcL  intervened.  Why,  here  is  not  only  a 
bold  avowal,  but  the  actnal  exeoution  of  that 
avowal  witli  a  vengeance,  l^ot  only  no  previ- 
ous consultation  with,  but  no  nomination  even 
ever  submitted.  The  Secretary  also  voted  for 
the  resolution  of  Ur.  Branch  in  the  only  form 
in  which  he  could  espress  his  opinion.  And 
yet,  "  ere  thom  shoes  were  old,"  with  which 
he  followed  (not "  like  Niobe,  all  tears,"  but  with 
a  heart  full  of  joy  and  gladness)  the  last  admin- 
istration to  its  grave,  Uie  same  doctrine  is  car- 
ried into  fdU  practice.  What,  rir,  make  war 
upon  an  abstraction;  cause  the  thundera  to 
roll  and  tbe  lightnings  to  fiash,  in  order  to  an- 
nihilate a  mere  abstraction,  and  yet  call  upon 
us  to  sanction  its  practical  application  I  Will 
gentlemen  recant  thus  their  opinions  aolemnly 
recorded  i  Shall  it  be  sud  that  we  can  give 
two  readings  to  the  constitution,  and  that  Uiat 
which  is  unconstitutional  in  Mr.  Adams's  time 
becomes  right  and  proper  under  General  Jack- 
son ?  Shall  we  put  off  our  opinions  with  as 
much  facility  as  we  do  our  gloves  ?  Have  we 
not  good  grounds  to  complain  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  if  he  advised  this  misnon  f  and  that 
he  did  80 1  cannot  bring  myself  to  doubt.  Has 
not  the  whole  Jackson  party  cause  to  com- 
plain t   Was  tiiere  any  questira  on  which  that 

Cy  stood  so  deeply  conunitted  as  on  tbiaf 
e,  sir ;  not  one. 
Even  if  there  existed  an  aptness  in  tbe  cases 
referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  aa 
ftimishing  precedents  to  justify  this  mission, 
howsoever  they  might  infinence  the  President, 
they  can  furnish  no  exouse  for  the  Secretary, 
bis  constitutional  adviser.  Those  cases  were 
all  paraded  in  tbe  discussion  on  the  Panama 
qnestion ;  they  were  commented  on,  and  their 
force  overthrown.  Can  an  actor  in  that  pro* 
ceediog  now  repose  for  his  justification  on 
preoedents  which  had  been  declared  of  no  force 
or  ^fect?  Let  it  not  be  said  that  the  Pren- 
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dent  is  alone  liable  to  be  qaestjoned.  The  con- 
fltitntion  has  placed  aronnd  him  advisers  in  the 
several  departments,  and  for  the  couasel  Uiey 
may  eive  him  they  are  answerable,  not  only  to 
faiin,  but  to  pabiio  opinion. 

Bnt,  Vr.  President,  we  are  told  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  nitnoia,  (Mr.  Kans,)  that  these  per- 
sons were  not  public  Ministers.  Now,  rir,  tnepe 
ia  an  old  aayhig,  and  a  very  wise  one — **  save 
UB  from  our  friends,  and  we  wUl  taka  em  of 
onr  enendes and  never  was  it  more  applica" 
Ue  than  on  fiie  present  occasion.  If  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  excuse  a  thing,  and  the  excuse 

Erove  insufficient,  better  by  a  hundred  times 
ad  it  never  been  ai^ed.  Why,  sir,  if  these 
were  not  public  agente,  what  in  the  name  of 
common  sense  were  they !  Formerly,  and  no 
doubt  it  is  still  the  case,  kings  and  potentates 
had  their  private  ambassadors.  They  are  de- 
puted to  transact  some  matter  appertaining 
Bolely  to  the  King,  their  master.  They  may  be 
charged,  like  an  Earl  of  Bnffolk  in  former 
limea,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  marrii^ ;  or, 
Uke  somebody  else,  to  present  congratulations 
on  the  birth  of  an  heir  i^parent)  or  to  purchase 
a  crown  jeweL  These  would,  indeed,  be  pri- 
vate agents,  such  as  the  President,  not  as  Pres- 
ident, but  as  an  individual,  may  employ.  But 
who  would  think  for  a  moment  of  (Quartering 
such  agents  on  the  Treasury  ?  Sir,  it  is  the  em- 
ployment which  gives  character  to  the  agent 
If  seat  on  a  high  embassy,  involving  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country,  whether  his 
character  be  publicly  known  or  not,  is  wholly 
immaterial ;  and  the  very  quotation  fh>m  Mar- 
tens, which  he  has  relied  on,  is  snfficient  to  aat- 
isfy  the  Senator  of  this :  for,  says  that  writer, 
secret  embassies  are  of  many  sorts.** 
IS  the  court  to  whldi  be  Is  sent  (speaking  of 
one  employed  on  a  secret  embassy)  "be  in- 
formed of  the  object  of  his  mission,  he  ought 
to  be  granted  all  the  inviolability  due  to  him  as 
Minister."  Did  Mr.  Rhind  make  known  to 
the  Porte  his  trne  chartacter?  Was  he  not  . 
recognized  in  that  character  ?  Did  he  not  ex- 
hibit his  credentials,  enter  into  a  negotiation, 
and  conclude  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navi- 
gation 1  Who  doubts  this  ?  The  fact  that  the 
treaty  is  ratified,  speaks  all  that  I  ask.  Bub, 
mr,  in  what  a  lamentable  position  is  this  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  placed  by  the  Presi- 
dent's own  avowaL  made  bnt  a  day  since  in 
the  (hoe  of  the  pQbhoY  I  hold  in  my  hand  the 
Intelligencer  cHf  this  morning,  containing  a  mes- 
sage from  tite  Firesident  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, covering  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rhind 
on  the  subject  of  certain  fine  Arabian  steeds 
presented  to  htm  by  the  Sultan.  [Here  Mr.  T. 
read  a  portion  of  Mr.  Bhind's  letter,  in  which 
he  uses  the  following  language  :]  "  Although 
this  was  evidently  not  intended  to  me  (speaking 
of  the  present)  in  my  official  opacity,  since  the 
Ministers  were  aware  I  could  not  accept  them 
as  such,  still  the  gift  was  one  that  could  not  be 
,  return^  without  giving  offence."  And,  but 
for  his  offi(ual  eapa^ty,  said  Mr.  T.,  why  should 


Congress  be  troubled  with  the  subject  at  all  ? 
The  mandate  of  the  constitution  interposes  with 
the  declaration,  "that  no  person  holding  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  United  StatM 
shall,  witnout  the  consent  of  Congress,  accept 
of  any  present,  &o.,  from  any  king,  prince,  or 
foreign  State."  The  President,  then,  acknowl- 
edges Mr.  Rhind  to  have  been  an  officer  of 
GovemmeDt;  and,  as  I  am  indifferent  abont 
names,  if  oeutlemen  choose  to  nnmintster  Mr. 
Rhind,  if  1  may  coin  a  phrase,  I  care  not,  so 
they  do  not  deny  that  he  was  an  officer  of  the 
Government.  The  language  of  the  constitution 
embraces  as  well  the  case  of  an  officer,  how- 
ever subordinate,  as  of  an  envoy  extraordina- 
ry. But,  nr,  if  ihe  circumstance  of  these  per- 
sons having  been  engaged  on  a  secret  mission 
converts  them  into  mere  secret  agents  of  the 
President,  I  beg  to  know  what  becomes  of  us 
when  we  go  into  secret  session.  Do  we  cease 
to  be  public  agents  while  sitting  with  closed 
doors  ?  True,  we  sit  not  t^en  in  pablic,  but  in 
secret :  bnt  what  new  credentials  are  made  out 
for  us  I  Away,  then,  with  these  fiimsy  apolo- 
gies. Let  ns  meet  this  question  boldly  and  fiear^ 
lessly.  Let  as  tell  the  Ihresident  that  he  has 
erred.  Let  us  be  true  to  ourselves,  to  our  con- 
stituents, but,  above  all,  to  the  constitution. 
What  is  the  language  of  that  high  instrument) 
"  He  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint, 
ambassadors,  and  other  public  ministers  and 
consuls,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  ap- 
pointments are  not  herein  provided  for  and  es- 
tablished by  law."  The  obligation  to  nominate 
is  one  thing,  that  to  appoint  another.  An 
pointment  cannot  precede  a  nomination,  nor 
can  it  take  place  without  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  Did  the  President  nomi- 
nate these  commissioners,  these  ambassadors, 
these  official  agents  f  Gentlemen  can  take  thdr 
choice  of  terms.  No.  Did  he  appoint  them? 
Yes;  no  one  doubts  it  Has  ne  appointed 
them  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate !  No :  for  no  nomination  ever  was 
submitted  to  the  Senate.  What,  then.  Is  the 
inference It  is  plain  and  palpable;  I  need 
not  express  it.  Sir,  is  not  this  enough  to  give 
us  pause  ?  Language  cannot  be  clearer,  sense 
more  nnincnmberea,  or  injunction  more  obvi- 
ous. These  argnments  apply  as  well  to  the 
Mini^ws  sent  by  Mr.  Adatna.  so  &r  as  their 
tnie  ohanuter  has  been  made  known,  as  to 
those  sent  by  President  Jackson.  No  <me  can 
sanction  the  one  and  disapprove  the  other,  or 
disapprove  the  one  and  sanction  tiie  other.  By 
a  subsequent  clause  in  the  constitution,  author- 
ity is  given  to  the  President  to  fill  vacancies 
occurring  during  t^e  recess.  No  man  can  mis- 
take the  true  meaning  of  that  clause — vacan- 
cies which  occur  between  session  and  session  of 
Congress  should  be  filled  by  the  President ;  bat 
he  is  bound  to  nominate  to  the  Senate  during 
the  session  succeeding  such  appointment  j  and 
to  goard  and  limit  uia  power,  the  oommusioii 
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expires  with  sndb  sessioD.  Any  other  readins 
woTild  iDTBSt  the  Presideot  with  aoliniited  and 
nncontroll&ble  power.  Can  we  posnbly  mistake 
'  A  text  BO  plainly,  bo  clearly  expressed  t 

I  have  read  to  the  Senate  the  clause  in  the 
ocmstitation  relatiDg  to  this  ssliject  I  have 
■aid  that  no  man  oonld  mistake  the  meaniDg.  I 
beg  leave  to  recant  that  expreemon.  There  U 
one  class  of  men  who  may  oonstme  it  differ- 
enUy :  statesmen,  ihay  call  tiiemselveB ;  bat  no 
more  like  statesmen  of  former  times,  "  than  I 
to  Heronles."  They  belong  not  to  the  earth, 
nor  deal  with  it  jn^y ;  they  sparn  the  ground 
on  which  they  walk.  Following  the  lights  of 
a  bewildered  imagination,  they  ro^  into  speo- 
nli^ons,  and,  in  uieir  ma^  career,  trample  mi' 
der  foot  rights  natural  and  chartered.  The 
eonsdtntion  presents  no  barrier  in  the  way. 
Its  lan^age,  nowever  simple  and  plain,  is  con- 
strued uto  an  ambigQOQB  text  to  niit  their  min- 
ons  derigns.  Evray  thing  is  too.  plain  and  sim- 
ple for  th^  vast  minds.  They  go  for  splen- 
dor ;  and  what  does  not  glitter,  is  regarded  as 
worthless.  May  heaven,  in  its  goodness,  re- 
Ueve  US  ^om  all  the  tribe.  Sir,  I  take  the  sim- 
ple, anambigaoos  language  of  the  constitation 
as  I  find  it.  I  will  not  inqnire  what  it  shoidd 
be,  bat  what  it  is,  when  I  come  to  decide  upon 
itb  The  wisdom  of  onr  illnstrions  ancestors 
framed  it ;  and  when  I  am  asked  to  exchange 
it  for  the  policy  of  the  honr,  I  answer,  nay. 
Ko  ra&tter  by  what  circanostances  I  may  be  snr- 
roonded — abused,  slandered,  vilified,  as  much 
as  my  bitta«st  enemies  may  please — this  diall 
be  my  answer :  Every  day's  experience  s^^ee 
me,  that,  amidst  all  tlie  turmoil  and  oonfudon 
of  parttea,  the  first  post  of  BaSetj  is,  to  stand 
tif  the  constitation ;  the  second  post  of  safety 
is,  to  stand  by  the  constitation ;  and  the  last 
post  of  safetjr  is,  to  stand  by  the  constitation. 

The  Senator  frcnn  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Diokxb- 
BOH)  cited,  as  matter  of  history,  the  nomination 
by  the  elder  Adams,  in  1799,  of  Hr.  Smith,  as 
Minister  to  the  Porte ;  for  what  purpose  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  imagine.  The  appointment  was 
made,  but  not  socepted.  In  my  conception,  it 
operates  diaadvantageoudy  to  tho  recent  pro- 
ceeding.' 

"Whea  a  boy,  I  learned  that  the  elder  Adams 
was  the  advocate  of  strong  government.  He. 
had  held  up,  by  his  writings,  the  British  Grov- 
emment  as  the  most  stupendous  fabric  of  hu- 
man invention;  and  yet  he  deemed  it  his 
bouoden  duty  to  send  no  SUnister  to  Oonstanti- 
nople  without  previously  submitting  the  nomi- 
nation to  the  Senate.  Was  there  any  greater 
necessity  for  doing  so  in  this  instance  than  in 
thati  The  objeots  were  the  same.  If  it  be 
sfud  that  secrecy  was  more  necessary  now  than 
■then,  might  not  the  message  have  eiyoined  se- 
crecy I  And  is  there  any  man  here  who  would 
have  betrayed  his  tmatt  But,  sir,  are  the 
fSorms  of  the  oonstitution  to  be  dier^arded  be- 
oanse  the  Executive  mi^  deem  it  proper  to 
keep  firom  the  knowledge  of  the  wwld  its 
■diemea  of  difdomaqr  t  VhtA  ia  tliis  bat  to 
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make  the  Execative  superior  to  the  constita- 
tion? 

"With  r^ard  to  the  precedents  relied  upon  in 
this  debat^  I  have  one  answer  for  all  of  them ; 
and  it  is,  that,  even  if  they  were  all  in  point, 
the  oonsdtation  would  remain  nnobaDged. 
Shall  we  cfmseerote  aboae  ?  Shall  ve  fifoA 
precedent  to  Justify  error  !  Is  tlie  I^mu^ob 
of  Oongresa,  or  the  actt(m  of  the  I^Kecntive 
Department,  above  the  constitation?  Shalt 
the  creature  claim  to  control  the  creator  ?  Pile 
precedent  npon  precedent  until  yon  make  Osm 
like  a  wart,  and  yet  no  sufii(aent  jnstificalaon  ia 
furnished  tar  the  Executive.  Sir,  I  am  wiUii^ 
to  admit  that  these  precedents  may  be  urge£ 
and  I  care  not  how  sacoessfhUy,  in  excuse  of 
the  Presideot  They  have  misled  others,  and 
why  not  him  ?  But  in  my  opinion  be  has  been 
misled,  and  it  is  my  solemn  duty  to  aaj  so. 

My  colleague  has  anticipated  the  answer  to 
all  those  cases,  mi  it  voud  be  idle  fior  me  to 
tread  upon  the  groond  over  which  he  has  graUk 
They  have  no  just  applieati<m  to  the  ouestkn 
now  nnder  diseas^on.  Much  stress  is  laid  on 
the  circumstance  that  treftUes  have  been  nego- 
tiated by  the  Secretary  of  State.  Now,  I  do 
not  mean  to  decide  a  question  not  before  me^ 
but  I  can  well  conceive  a  marked  and  strong 
difference  between  that  case  and  this.  The 
Secretary  of  State  is  an  officer  known  to  exist- 
ing laws.  He  is  nominated  to,  and  appointed 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. He  is  charged  with  the  diplomatic  rela- 
tions of  the  ooimtnr.  With  Ministers  near  this 
Oovraiunent,  it  is  his  duty  to  carry  on  corre- 
spondenee.  He  is  the  true  oonstitutioDal  cbao- 
nel  through  which  the  sentiments  of  the  Pre^ 
dent  are  made  known  to  foreign  nations ;  and 
I  can  see  no  great  impropriety  in  Uie  Pre»- 
dent's  investing  him  with  power  to  ugn  a  treat; 
which  the  Secretary  has  himself  negotiated,  tad 
to  exchange  its  ratmcations.  But,  sir,  to  make 
that  case  parallel  with  ihe  present,  imagine  that 
the  President  commissions  him  as  a  Minister  to 
a  foreign  country,  without  tmy  nomination  to 
the  Senate ;  or,  suppose  be  appoints  him  Secre- 
tary of  State,  without  the  sanction  or  authority 
of  the  Senate ;  then  a  case  like  that  under  dia- 
onssion  arises ;  and  the  answer  to  both  is  tbo 
same — the  conaUtation  forbids  it. 

I  have  expressed  to  you  can^dly  my  own 
convictions  upon  this  sabjecti  manygeDtiem«a 
willf  no  doubt,  take  oppoute  views  from  thoee 
I  entertiun.  If  so,  I  know  how  to  tolerate  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  between  men.  Such  Sen- 
ators win,  no  doubt,  be  actuated  by  as  honest 
intentions  as  myself.  For  myself,  the  path  of 
duty  is  straight,  and  I  shall  walk  in  it  Sliall 
I  displease  the  President  by  doing  so  ?  If  I  do 
I  cannot  help  it  But  I  claim  to  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  example ;  and  bright  and  Mo- 
rions is  that  examide.  When  he  exercised  Ids 
veto  over  oertaiu  bills  daring  the  last  session  of 
Oongress,  he  had  my  most  unqualified  applause^ 
X  have  seen  much  in  his  career  to  appland.  Thte 
patriot  who  has  ahed  his  blood  cm  the  embat- 
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tied  plain  in  behalf  of  his  eoontry,  will  not' 
be»tate  to  approve  the  effort  which  ia  made  to 
•are  the  eonstitntion  from  the  effect  of  an  error 
into  which  he  may  have  fallen.  He  ratifies  no 
error  of  oora.  The  two  Hoases  of  Congress, 
no  doabt  with  solemn  «oUTiotioDS  of  its 
•iqiedienoy  and  constitatiCTaUty,  paas  a  bill, 
wm<^  in  his  eathnation,  infHnges  on  tiie  oon- 
atitntion ;  with  Roman  firmness  he  forbids  its 
becoming  a  law.  Shall  we  rival  this  example, 
or  shall  we  be  less  fiatthfbl  to  the  trast  confided 
to  US  I  The  different  departments  of  the  Gov- 
emment  are  intended  to  check  each  other.  In 
the  Legislature  each  branch  has  a  chec^  upon 
the  other,  and  the  President  on  both,  while 
each  has  a  check  on  him.  We  will  do  our 
do^  then,  as  becomes  ns. 

It  is,  however,  repeated,  that  it  ia  now  too 
late  to  object;  wemooldhaveoljeotedtonit- 
i^Dg  the  treaty.  I  had  hoped  not  to  hare 
heard  fliis  argnment  repeated^  after  the  oonolo- 
riva  answer  idiloh  was  given  to  it  by  my  06I- 
leagne.  When  a  treaty  is  sabmitted  to  the  Ben- 
ate,  the  only  question  which  properly  arises  is, 
memy,  is  it  good,  or  is  it  bad  ?  If  the  first,  it 
riionld  be  ratified ;  if  the  last,  rejected.  The 
President  ia  invested  with  fnll  power  to  nego- 
tiate all  treaties ;  and  when  he  asks  an  appro- 
priation to  the  Ministers  employed  In  negotiat- 
ing it,  the  qaestion  then  for  the  first  time  comes 
up,  as  to  the  legality  of  their  ^pointment 
Here,  then,  ia  our  reason  for  not  baring  disease- 
«d  this  matter  in  secret  sesrion,  apart  from  all 
otiien.  Bnt^  fiirthermore,  two  alternatives 
fnm  presented,  and  we  had  a  right  to  exercise 
a  sound  discretion  in  diooting  between  them. 
"We  would  obvioody  take  tluit  which  would 
prodooe  the  slightest  ii^nry.  Again,  it  is  said 
that  we  have  taken  to  oarselves  the  benefit  of 
oUiers*  labor,  and  we  oaght  to  pay  for  it.  No 
one  denies  it  It  has  never  been  denied.  Bat 
I  take  it  that  there  is  a  manifest  difference  be- 
tween an  application  made  by  the  OoTemment^ 
and  one  made  by  an  indlTldna],  The  one  ad- 
dresses itself  to  our  obligations  of  daty,  and  the 
otlier  to  oar  convictions  of  what  may  be  jnst  or 
cqnitable.  To  sanetion  the  first,  is  to  approve 
tbe  course  which  the  administration  has  por- 
imed,  and  to  aaraifice  prindple.  To  respond  to 
the  snpplication  of  uie  inaiTidiial,  is  to  obey 
£be  soggestions  of  a  benevolent  policy.  The 
MTor  of  Oovemmeot  we  will  not  sanction,  bat 
we  will  redress  to  the  man  the  injary  which 
that  error  may  have  produced,  bat  it  mast  be 
on  his  private  petition  or  application.  The 
Becretaiy  of  State  would  then  be  heard  as  a 
mere  witness  in  behalf  of  the  applicant,  not  as 
an  officer  of  Government  making  a  requisition 
upon  ns.  I  care  not,  however,  for  the  mere 
form  in  which  this  thing  is  done,  provided  the 
great  principle  be  saved ;  and,  before  I  tidte  my 
seat,  I  ahall  move  an  amendment  which  will 
save  tibat  principle. 

Whjj  men,  anoold  we  have  been  goaded  into 
oppoBitioa  to  the  adminiatration  by  a  persever- 
aooe  in  a  oonne  which  we  cannot  approref 


Why  presented  to  the  public  in  an  attitude 
which  we  eamesdy  desire  to  avoid  ?  Is  it  a 
part  of  the  policy  of  the  times  ?  Heretofore— 
for  we  have  ditfered  from  the  President  but 
apon  one  question  of  importance — we  acted 
then,  as  we  do  now,  upon  ni^  prindplea.  We 
deemed  it  then,  as  the  oonstitational  advisers 
of  the  President,  our  imperions  duty  to  differ 
froih  him  in  opinion.  The  principle  involved 
was  intimately  connected  with  the  freedom  of 
the  press ;  we  deemed  it  as  hazardous  to  make 
the  press  the  prominent  subject  of  Execntive 
Cavor,  as  of  Executive  displeasure.  The  influ- 
ence of  money  is  more  irresistible  than  that  of 
force.  In  this  country  there  ia  no  danger  from 
the  last ;  but  the  first  is  the  lever  by  which 
free  systems  are  overturned.  We  rested  n|K)n 
the  good  sense  of  the  public  for  our  vindica- 
tion, and  folded  our  arms  in  silence.  We  there- 
by gave  the  most  condurive  evidence  of  oar 
demra  for  the  Presidoit's  suooess  in  the  admhi- 
istration  of  the  OoTemment.  What  was  oar 
reward  f  Were  we  treated  with  ordinary  oiTil- 
ity  ?  We  were  declared  to  be  in  opposition  to 
the  administration.  Hard  names  wwe  bestowed 
upon  OB ;  abuse  copionsty  poured  out  on  our 
heads ;  oar  motives  aas^ed  and  misrepresent- 
ed ;  our  deugns  represented  as  dark  and  evil. 
This  langaage  has  been  persisted  in  for  the  last 
twelvemonths.  Ouiioitot  For  the  good  of 
the  Preadent,  or  of  the  party  to  which  we  be- 
long ?  Is  this  the  way  to  attach  high-minded 
men* to  any  cause?  Human  nature,  q>eaking 
almost  audibly  from  the  heart  ol  aU,  answers 
in  the  negative.  '  A  new  discovery  was  made. 
My  oolleagne  was  represented  as  an  old  federal- 
ist, the  moment  he  gave  a  vote  ooDsecrated,  as 
I  verily  believe  it  to  be.  to  the  purest  repuUi< 
canism.  The  history  of  his  lifb,  exMbitiog  1dm 
as  it  did,  reared  in  the  ver^  arms  of  demooraoy, 
was  not  sufficient  to  protect  him.  The  oiroam- 
staace  of  his  being  an  actor  in  the  spirit-stir- 
ring crisis  of  lT9&-*9 ;  of  the  port  which  he 
bore  in  that  session  of  Congress  which  wit- 
nessed the  retirement  of  the  dder  Adams  from 
the  Presidency ;  of  the  uniform  consistency  ot 
his  life  in  adhering  to  the  governmental  doc- 
trines with  which  he  set  out;  of  the  distin- 
gaished  part  which  he  bore  in  the  late  ardoons 
struggle ;  nothing  was  suffii^ent  to  protecjt  him 
from  this  charge,  or  shield  him  ih>m.the  bittw- 
ness  of  these  hostile  attacks.  For  myself,  I  had 
nothing  but  a  conscious  integrity  to  plead  in 
my  bc^al^  and  that  availed  me  as  little  as 
the  services  of  my  coUeagne  avuled  him.  Our 
own  constituents  urged  no  complaint ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  eerioudy  declare  that  I  have  scarce- 
ly seen  the  man  within  the  broad  limits  of  Vir- 
ginia who  did  not  approve  our  course.  To  use 
the  laQgo^  of  one  of  her  citizens,  that  "  un- 
terrified  "  commonwealth  can  never  be  oper- 
ated on  by  causeless  clamor.  None  of  these  at- 
tacks were  made  from  thence,  or  from  any  part 
of  the  South.  Nor  did  any  come  from  the 
West.  From  whence  then  did  they  prooeedt 
They  came  from  the  North,  and  in  all  their  vi- 
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olence  from  one  particular  State.  "Call  joa 
tiiis  backing  of  jonr  friends?"  Is  tMs  the 
mode  to  consolidate  a  party !  It  is  a  modem 
discovery,  and  anknown  neretofore  to  the  world. 
"Wq  ooald  not  Jnstifj  it  to  oorselTea,  then,  Mr. 
Preddeut,  to  remain  silent  on  this  new  occamon 
on  which  we  are  compeOed  to  dlfl^  from  the 
administration.  Onr  opinions  and  onr  argo- 
menta  will  go  to  onr  oonstitnents,  and  I  foar 
not  the  resnlt  of  the  verdict  they  will  retnm. 

This  has  been  called  a  mere  questioQ  of  power 
between  the  Senate  and  the  President  Sir,  it 
is  a  qaestion  whether  the  eonstitntion  is  sa- 
preme,  and  binding  upon  all.  Bat  if  we  were 
now  forming  the  Govermnent,  I  would  add  to 
the  power  of  the  President  not  even  so  mnch 
as  would  tarn  the  scales  by  the  hundredth  part 
of  a  hair.  There  is  already  enongh  of  the  sploe 
of  monarchy  in  the  Presidentid  office.  ■  There 
lies  the  trne  danger  to  onr  institutions.  It  has 
already  become  the  ^|reat  magnet  <hF  attraction. 
The  Btmgglea  to  attain  it  are  destined  to  enlist 
all  the  worst  passions  of  our  nature.  It  is  the 
true  Pandora's  box.  Place  in  the  President's 
hands  the  key  to  the  door  of  the  Treasury,  by 
conferring  on  him  the  nncontrolled  power  of 
appointing  to  office,  and  liberty  caouot  abide 
among  us.  In  the  language  of  Lord  Chatham, 
this  wonld  be  to  inflict  the  irremedicahile 
•Dulnua.  "Kot  poppy,  or  mandn^ra,  or  all 
the  drowsy  sirups  of  the  world,  could  medi- 
cine "  na  "to  that  sweet  peace '*  whic^  we 
sboold  thereby  lose.  No,  sir-  the  glittering 
diadem  ie  already  studded  71th  Jewels,  and 
ambition  evermore  ni^^  its  votaries  to  olatoh 
it  What  wonld  it  not  be  if  yon  adorn  it  wHh 
blanoff  diamonds  t 

If|  tnen,  we  stand  alone,  we  shall  oppose  the 
principle  which  has  now  been  carried  mto  prac- 
tice. It  wonld  be  a  prond  distinctioD;  but 
this  will  not  be  oar  &te.  Indications  have  al- 
ready been  given  of  a  contrary  character,  and  I 
hail  them  as  a  sore  angury  of  success. 

In  oonclusion,  Mr.  Tti.bb  offered  the  follow- 
ing proviso,  by  way  of  amendment  to  Mr. 
Kane's  proposition : 

'*  Provided,  aluiay$.  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  constmed  as  sanctioning,  or  in  any 
way  approving,  the  appointment  of  these  persons, 
by  the  Prerident  alone,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  and  without  their  adnce.and  consent,  as 
oommiasioDers  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Otto- 
man Forte." 

Mr.  Bboww,  of  North  Carolina,  next  rose, 
and  observed,  that,  when  he  hod  taken  his  seat 
that  morning,  he  had  entertained  but  little  ex- 
pectatitHi  thi^  he  should  have  entered  into  the 
dlsctusioik  of  the  snbject  then  under  considera- 
tion ;  bnt,  unprepared  as  he  waa,  the  extraor- 
dinary course  which  it  had  taken  had  induced 
him  to  depart  from  that  determination,  and  to 
olfum  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  succinctly 
to  present  his  views  in  opposition  to  the  motion 
which  proposed  to  strike  oat  the  apprt^riiMion 
making  compensation  to  tbe  conmiiBsionera  ap- 
pointed by  tiie  Frerident  of  the  United  States 


to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the 
Turkish  Government 

He  would  now  proceed  briefly  to  examine 
the  transaction  whioh  had  been  so  severely  an- 
imadverted npon.  The  facte  oonneeted  with  it 
were  briefly  these,  and  had  already  bem  aUj 
discussed  by  the  gentJeman  from  Louisiana. 
When  tiie  present  adnuniatration  entered  on 
the  dischar^  of  its  pnbUc  duties,  it  found  that 
the  preceding  admmistration  had  appointed 
confldential  agents  to  ascertain  if  a  treaty  ooold 
not  be  made  with  the  Turkish  Government^ 
and  to  effect  that  object  if  it  conid  be  done. 
This  mission  having  faited  to  accomplish  its 
pnrpoee,  and  one  of  the  commisffioners  appoint- 
ed tmder  t^e  late  administration  having  return- 
ed to  the  United  States,  the  President,  anxious 
to  open  new  and  lucrative  channels  of  trade  to 
t^e  commercial  enterprise  of  oar  citizens,  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Bhind  and  detain  Bi(Ule,  in  omt- 
jmiction  with  Mr.  Offl^,  to  efibct,  if  praetiea-- 
ble,  that  which  the  kte  administoation  bad 
failed  to  do.  To  this  it  was  objected,  that  it 
was  an  assnmpttoa  of  power,  in  violation  of  that 
provision  of  the  coiutitntion  which  declares 
that  the  President  "  shall  have  power,  by  and 
with  \hi  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  tite  Sen- 
ators present  concur;  and  he  shall  nominate, 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  appoint  ambawadors,  otiier  publia 
ministers  and  consols,  judges  of  the  Snpreme 
Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United  States 
whose  appointments  are  not  herein  other  wise 

Erovided  for,  and  whidi  shall  be  established  1^ 
iw,"  &o.  He  readily  oonoeded  that  the  Presi- 
dent could  not  oonstitationally  appoint  a  "  pah* 
.lie  minister"  or  "ambassador,''  withont  first 
consulting  the  Senate,  and  their  concorreooe 
had  in  the  appoiatment,  unless  to  fill  np  a  va- 
cancy which  had  occurreid  in  Ae  recess  itf  the 
Senate.  Bnt  in  the  appointment  then  under 
consideration,  in  which  the  Executive  had  ap- 
pointed mere  confidential  agents,  he  thon^t  he 
oould  perceive  an  obvious  distinction.  They 
had  been  appointed  for  a  special,  designated, 
purpose,  not  clothed  with  the  usual  powers  of 
public  Ministers,  unprotected  by  the  immoni- 
ties  and  privileges  which,  by  tiie  law  <^  nation^ 
were  wtended  to  that  dass  of  Ministers  oon.- 
templated  fey  tiie  eonstitntion.  Where,  then, 
was  the  infringement  of  the  eonstitntion,  which 
had  been  so  mnch  reprobated  1  By  that  instru- 
ment,  the  management  of  onr  foreign  relations 
was  peculiarly  confided  to  the  Executive  De- 
partment of  the  Government  The  power  of 
appointing  confidential  agents  to  confer  and 
treat  with  foreign  powers  in  rdation  to  com- 
merce, was  fairly  drancible  from  this  daty  im- 
posed by  the  constitaticm  on  the  President  It 
was  unreasonable  to  suppose  that,  when  a  daty 
was  required  of  an  officer  of  the  Government 
by  the  constitution,  it  withheld  from  him  the 
'  power  to  employ  the  neoeasaiy  means  tot  its 
accomplishment  Kor  wonld  its  enrdse  be 
I  attended  with  the  calamitoas  oonseqaeiioM 
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which  we  had  heard  so  maoh  deprecated.  It 
could  not,  in  any  case,  noite  as,  dther  a 
oommercial  or  politioal  c<»mectk>Q,  with  for^gn 
nataona,  wHhont  t^e  preTlons  oonsmt  of  that 
Ikk^,  as  tiie  ooaonrrent  anthoritj  of  the  Senate 
in  the  ratification  of  treaties  would  always  in- 
terpose an  effectual  barrier  against  acts  of  Ex- 
eontive  indiscretion,  or  schemes  of  ambition. 
Hot  would  the  rejection  of  a  treaty  by  the  Sen- 
ate, thus  negotiated,  have  a  tendency  to  embroil 
03  with  foreign  nations,  as  had  been  argned ; 
for  every  Government  with  whom  we  may 
tiave  diplomatic  relations,  either  is,  or  is  sup- 
posed to  lie,  cognizant  of  the  treaty-making 
power  under  onr  Qovemment;  and  a  refosal 
bj  the  Senate  to  ratify  •  tfeaty  eonld  not  at- 
frad  any  joat  ground  oi  complafait  or  hostility 
against  us. 

Passing  from  the  argnmoats  ftirly  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  proper  oonstmction  of  the  consti- 
tution, what,  he  wonld  ask,  had  been  the 
usage  of  almost  every  administration,  as  he  be- 
lieved, from  the  origin  of  onr  Government 
down  to  that  periodi  He  confessed  that  he 
attached  but  little  weight  to  precedents,  unless 
they  were  sanctioned  by  long  and  nninterrapt- 
ed  practice,  and  were  anthorized  by  a  Mr  con- 
stmotion  of  the  constitntion.  The  practice  of 
appointing  commissioners  of  a  similEU"  character 
with  those  who  had  t>een  commissioned  to  ne- 
gotiite  vitb  Turkey,  had  commenced  with 
General  Washington ;  he  had,  in  the  early  part 
of  bis  administration,  appointed  commisaion- 
en  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Dey 
of  Algiers,  without  a  previous  nomination  to 
the  Senate.  Subsequentiy,  Hr.  Jefferson  had 
appointed  commissioners  to  treat  with  tiie  Tri- 
politan  Government ;  and,  in  1808,  he  commis- 
nooed  Ifr.  Short  as  Minister  pIcnii>otentiai7'  to 
the  court  of  St  Petersborg,  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  which  was  not  to  nil  a  vacancy,  as  the 
United  States  had  not  before  been  represented 
by  a  public  Minister  at  tbat  conrt.  Mnch  as 
be  revBred  the  memory  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  whose 
great  and  invalaable  services  to  his  country,  as 
a  statesman,  had  not,  in  his  opinion,  been  sur- 
passed 1^  any  of  his  cotemporaries,  yet  he  did 
not  believe  that  the  Executive  power  was,  by 
a  proper  eosstraction  of  the  constitution,  com- 
petent to  commission  a  public  Minister,  without 
this  advice  and  consent  of  tiie  Senate,  unless  to 
fill  a  vacancy  which  happens  in  the  recess. 
This  instance  has  been  adduced  of  the  exercise 
of  the  appointing  power  by  President  Jeffer- 
son, to  show  the  great  diversity  of  opinion 
which  had  heretofore  existed  among  the  most 
eminent  patriots  and  statesmen,  in  relation  to 
its  extent,  and  not  ttiat  he  considered  it  at  all 
analogous  to  the  present  case.  It  showed  that 
a  power  much  higher  and  much  more  question- 
able had  been  exerted  under  bd  administration 
deservedly  eul(^ized  for  Its  almost  uniform  ad- 
herence to  a  limited  construction  of  the  powera 
of  the  General  Government. 

The  two  first  oases  to  which  he  had  adverted, 
ihoviiig  the  ezwcise  of  the  lame  power  hi  the 


early  administration  of  our  country,  had  oc- 
curred, it  is  troe,  when  a  state  of  war  ezLsted 
between  this  country  and  those  to  whom  oom- 
miadoners  were  deputed  to  treat.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Tazkwbll)  had  main- 
tained the  proposition  tbat  the  President  could 
rightfully  exeit  this  power  in  a  state  of  war, 
though  not  in  a  time  of  peace,  for  the  reaeon 
that  the  object  for  which  war  is  carried  on  is 
the  att^ment  of  peace ;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent may  institute  a  mission  withont  consult- 
ing the  Senate  to  effect  that  end.  Mr.  B.  said 
he  could  not  yield  his  assent  to  this  argument ; 
for  if  the  President  was  vested  with  authority 
to  appoint  commissioners  in  time  of  war,  it  fol- 
lowed as  a  oonse^enoe  that  he  oould  exert  the 
same  power  in  time  of  peace.  When  public 
fbnoticmaries  look  to  the  constitntion  for  a  war- 
rant for  the  exercise  of  power,  it  was  an  ad- 
mitted rule  of  construction,  where  a  provision 
of  tbat  instmment  expressly  conferred  powers, 
as  in  that  before  quoted  by  blm,  whioli  g^ves 
to  the  President  the  power  of  appointing  ambas- 
sadors and  other  pubUc  Ministers,  witii  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  '*  and  to  fill  up 
all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  by  grautine  commissions  which 
shall  expire  at  tiie  end  of  their  next  session," 
that  resort  could  not  be  had  to  any  other  danse 
to  enlarge  that  power  by  implication ;  and  the 
clanae  expressly  conferring  the  power  coold 
^one  be  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  oS  ascer- 
taining the  true  extrat  of  the  authority  granted. 
The  constitution  did  not  vary  with  tlie  circum- 
stances of  peace  or  war ;  it  did  not  hold  differ- 
ent language  on  different  occasions.  He  had 
been  taught  to  believe  that  the  principles  of 
that  instrument  were  fixed  and  indexible,  and 
did  not  bend  to  any  emergency,  however  press- 
ing, or  any  necessity,  however  high. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  now  proceed  to  exam- 
ine the  analogy  which  the  genUeman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Tazbwbll)  had  endeavored  to  trace, 
and,  as  he  thought,  unsuccessfully,  between  the 
principles  avowed  in  President  Adams's  Mes- 
sage m  relation  to  the  Panama  mission,  and 
the  case  then  under  discussion.  The  gentleman 
who  had  preceded  him  in  this  debate,  had  nab- 
erated  the  same  objection,  and  had  read  ex- 
tracts from  the  speeches  of  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  present  cabinet,  to  show  that  their 
course,  on  that  occasion,  when  members  of  the 
Senate,  was  wholly  irreconcilable  with  the 
course  which  the  Executive  bad  pursued,  in 
appointing  commissioners  to  treat  with  the 
Tarkish  Government.  Mr.  B,  sud,  without 
commenting  on  the  essential  distinction,  in 
many  respects,  between  the  characters  of  the 
Ministers  which  President  Adams  had  asserted 
his  power  to  oommissioa  to  attend  the  Congress 
of  Puuuna,  and  the  commissioners  appomted 
to  treat  witii  Tnrkey,  he  would  ask  permission 
to  read  a  part  of  tiie  speech  delivered  in  the 
Senate  by  tne  Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Tazb- 
wxll)  on  tJie  memoi^ble  (UsGOSsion  in  relation 
to  the  ^nama  mission.  After  oommenting  an 
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the  case,  in  which  General  Washington  had 

g>potDted  oommisaioneTB  to  treat  for  peace  with 
e  Dey  of  Algiers,  be  proceeded  as  follows : 
**Tbe  next  ranaric  I  shall  make  upon  it  ia,  that, 
eren  aocordiog  to  the  representation  given  of 
H,  it  was  the  case  of  an  ^ant  suit  to  a  bar- 
barian people,  who  were  not  then,  and  have 
never  nnoe  been^  recognized  as  f(Hining  any 
component  part  of  the  family  of  civilized  na- 
tions. Let  me  not  be  told  that  the  ocmstitn- 
tional  power  of  the  Preiddeut  ia  the  aamc^ 
whether  exerted  in  reference  to  a  savage  or 
civilized  nation.  We  all  know  that  this  is  not 
so.  No  appointment  of  a  Minister,  who  has 
ever  been  employed  to  n^otiate  for  peace,  or 
for  any  thing  else,  with  any  Indian  tribe, 
whether  dweUiiw  within  or  withont  onr  terri- 
tory, whether  Osage  or  Seminole,  has  ever 
been  laid  before  the  Senate  for  tiheir  consent 
They  are  all  oonndered  as  agents  of  the  Pren- 
dent,  and  not  pnblio  lOnisters  of  the  pec^ ; 
and  all  our  intereonrae  with  barbarians  moBt, 
of  necessity,  present  anomalies,  from  whidi  no 
principles  can  be  inferred.  I  will  not  go  into 
reasoning  to  show  why  ttiis  must  and  onght  to 
be  sck  althoagfa  it  would  be  easy  to  show  it.  I 
■merely  state  the  fact,  which  is  conclusive,  to 
prove  that  the  case  of  a  mission  to  Algiers,  or 
to  the  ChoctawB,  can  never  be  a  precedent  to 
Justify  a  mission  to  Panama."  Mr.  B.  said 
that,  in  the  remarks  which  he  had  read  from  tiie 
speech  of  the  Senator  from  Yir^nia,  he  thooght 
the  distinction  which  he  had  taken  between 
tiie  ease  of  the  Panama  mission  and  the  one  in 
qnestion  was  fally  sustained,  and  that  it  was 
ueai^  conceded  that  the  President  coold,  con- 
stitutionally, appoint  agents  to  negotiate  with  a 
barbarian  nation,  without  tiw  previous  consent 
of  the  Senate.  He  would  atik,  where  was  the 
distinction  as  to  the  power  to  send  a  mission  to 
the  then  existing  Government  of  Algiers,  and 
that  sent,  under  the  present  administration, 
to  the  Turkish  Governments  If  the  principle 
holds  good  in  the  one  case,  it  appeared  to  do 
so  eqntuly  in  the  other.  If  the  President  can 
exercise  the  power  in  reference  to  any  one  tia- 
tion  of  people,  whether  savage,  or  otherwise,  it 
appeared  to  him  to  follow  plainly  that  be  oonid 
do  so  in  reference  to  all,  as  the  constitution  did 
not  vary  the  power  of  uie  President  to  appoint 
MMnmissionen  to  treat  with  fwelni  nations,  ac- 
cording to  th^r  degrees  of  barbarism  or  mv- 
IllzatitHL  bat  afforded  a  fixed  rule  as  to  the 
power  of  the  President,  applicable  to  nations  of 
every  condition. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  heard  with  a  decree  of 
surprise  which  he  could  not  conceal,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  an  attempt  to  discriminate 
between  the  Ohief  Magistrate  and  his  cabinet 
advisers,  attributing  all  responsibility  to  them 
in  relation  to  the  Tarkish  treaty.  Tliis  was. 
Indeed,  a  novel  doctrine  in  this  country,  and 
one  wliicU  he  would  venture  to  say  was  not  in 
accordance  with  the  the<»7  of  our  Government. 
The  doctrine  ct  Executive  in&Ulbility  was  un- 
Icnown  to  oar  fana  at  Qovemment ;  the  Pnri* 
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dent  was  alone  resp<mrible  S<x  his  official  acta 
to  tiie  people  of  the  United  States,  and,  he  be- 
lieved, wonld  never  seek  to  escape  res^Kmsibil- 
ity  in  the  discharge  of  his  pnUio  duties:  he 
must,  tiierefii»e,  be  permitted  to  say  that  be 
did  not  think  the  remaAitftiiagentlemaa  from 
Virginia  Qti.  Taznmi)  was  to  be  reeaved  m 
a  very  flattering  e(«apliment  to  the  nmUmt, 
when  he  expreesed  his  perfect  confidence  in 
the  honesty  of  lus  intaitions,  but  believed  tbat 
he  had  bem  deceived  by  his  ICnisten,  who 
were  sai^KMsed  to  have  advised  him  to  thia 
course. 

Hr.  Tazkwxll  in  reply  to  Mr.  LmHonoH : 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Loaisiana,  sud  Mr. 
T.,  has  again  undertaken  to  chide  me  fot 
onmeasored  language  in  whicb  I  have  described 
the  act  of  the  Executive,  coaching  which  I 
spoke  when  I  last  addressed  the  Senate.  I  can 
readily  conceive  that  the  strong  teitns  I  «»- 
ployed  to  duraetetize  this  trannotion  may  not 
be  very  ftmiHar  to  the  fhatidioiisDen  t^ooortn 
or  palaces,  wb«te  the  dulcet  sounds  <tf  a|q>ro- 
bation  and  adndiation  only  are  cmnmonly 
heard.  But  as  my  words  d^ote  precisely  dw 
opinions  I  desired  to  ocHumnnicata  to  those  I 
addressed,  and  were  merely  the  abbreviation  of 
the  concln^ons  to  which  I  tfaotwht  I  had  ea- 
titled  myself,  by  the  arguments  I  had  used,  I 
was  not  aware  that  I  had  violated  any  rule  of 
etiquette  here,  in  thus  summing  up  the  reason- 
ing upcm  tiie  snbject ;  I  had  proved,  at  least  to 
my  own  satisfaction,  that  the  constitution  fur- 
nished no  authority  to  the  President  for  what 
he  had  done ;  tiierefore,  I  felt  myself  justified 
in  speaking  of  this  act  as  unowutitntimial,  and 
as  lawleas.  If  snob  is  its  true  oharaoter,  idE 
must  concede  that  a  power  »ert«d  by  a  Fired- 
dent  withont  warrant  or  constitutional  grant  ia 
a  usurpation  on  his  part ;  and  as  such  a  nsnrp- 
ation  in  this  case  was  a  direct  and  plmn  in- 
fringement of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  it 
must  be  a  gross  violation  of  the  constitution,  in 
flagrant  derogation  d  the  rights  of  tiiia  boidy. 
To  the  Senate  I  certainlv  owe  no  apol<^  fw 
the  earnest  appeal  I  made  to  them,  to  induce 
them  to  vindicate  their  violated  rights,  to  prove 
themselves  faithfU  depositaries  of  the  trosts 
confided  to  them  by  the  ooust^tiott,  and  never, 
by  a  refbsal  to  assert  tlieir  privileges,  to  ooun- 
tenanoe  the  ides  Hiat  they  eotdd  be  gailty  cf 
a  base  smrendw  of  the  rights  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  States  they  represent,  wbidi  richta 
so  OMinrred  are  in  trutb  but  duties  impoaed  b^ 
onr  constituents  for  their  own  wise  purposaa. 
Thia  would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty  on  onr 
part,  which,  however  much  it  may  be  desired 
by  any  other  department  of  the  Government, 
could  scarcely  find  Justification  or  apology  hero 
or  elsewhere. 

In  expressing  these  strong  opinions,  I  cer- 
tainly neither  measured  nor  weighed  the  force 
of  Uie  language  necessary  to  converf  them. 
But  if  thia  or  any  other  bcaiOTaMe  Seoattv. 
would  have  been  pleased  to  Aunish  no  with 
the  pxiper  oourtiy  phraaea  in  which  Z  nd^it 
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h$m  eomimuueated  mj  thongfats,  I  would  will- 
b^j  hun  adopted  them,  provided  they  woold 
have  expressed  my  opinions  irith  equal  preois- 
Soo.  I  doubt  mudi,  hovever,  whether  X  ahoald 
have  escaped  the  oensore  of  ^e  honorahle  Ben- 
mbat  bom  Loni^ana,  if  I  had  borrowed  my 
terms  even  from  his  own  works,  or  from  the 
precedents  fomiBhed  by  the  speeches  of  some 
of  those  by  whnn  the  President  is  now  snr- 
roonded,  which  meeohes  were  deUvered  by 
thua  during  tfie  noanw  debate.  Predd«it 
JaAbraOtt,  bow  bo  mnch  eolo^^ied  by  this  h<H^ 
or^e  SenatOT,  waa  not  always  regarded  by 
Um,  I  believe^  as  entitled  to  sneh  enconua. 
One  at  least  of  the  acts  of  this  President  was 
<iuraot«ixed  by  this  Senator  in  langnage  as 
tmqmdifled  as  any  I  bave  naed ;  and  a  refE^eooe 
to  the  speeches,  to  which  I  have  alladedwiU 
farnish  many  examples  of  mach  stronger  phrases 
than  any  I  have  employed,  and  this  too  m  rela- 
tifHt  to  the  same  sulgeot  These  terma  were 
then  ^>plied,  however,  to  the  assertions  of  Pree- 
ident  Adams ;  and  I  have  ^oken  of  the  acts  of 
Prendoit  Jac&wm,  et  tanpora  mutantur,  al- 
ttumgh  the  oonstitatlm  remains  the  same. 

Bot,  rir,  let  no  one  think  that  I  mean  to 
tity  or  even  to  excuse  what  I  have  said,  by  the 
examples  of  others,  or  even  of  the  Preddent 
liunself.  Uy  jostifloatiou  is,  that  whatever  I 
have  said,  I  thought ;  and  that  which  I  think 
of  the  public  acts  of  public  men,  I  feel  myself 
at  perfect  liberty  to  speak  here,  whenever  a 
proper  occaraon  arises  bo  to  do.  In  this  case,  I 
n^tfaer  sought  nor  made  the  occasion.  I  woidd 
have  avoided  it  if  X  could.  But  the  President 
has  ohoaen  to  present  his  application  to  tliis 
body,  asking  ua  to  ^>propriate  the  money  of  our 
otMii&aents  to  redeem  his  pledge  of  tiie  public 
fiUth,  {di^ited  without  our  suotion  or  any  con- 
stitntionu  warrant,  and  I  am  so  called  upon  to 

S prove  the  act  Forced  thoa  to  Inqnire  into 
e  character  of  that  which  has  been  done,  I 
~  am  constrained  to  speak  ctf  it  as  I  think  it  mer- 
its. I  have  done  so,  and  in  so  doii^,  have  done 
bat  what  my  daty  re<^ired. 

Hr.  President,  this  debate  has  taken  the  j^m- 
4H>e  ODvne  which  X  foresaw  it  would  take. 
The  advoof^  of  this  appropriation,  instead  of 
meeting  or  ccmtroverting  any  pontion  I  have 
nuuntaioed  in  reference  to  the  proper  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution,  have  endeavored  to 
Justify  what  has  been  done  by  the  precedents 
they  ate^  and  the  praottoe  th<y  wish  to  ahow 
to  have  been  settled.  The  Senator  from  Jjouis* 
iana  alone  has  expressed  any  doubt  as  to  the 
eoneetikesi  of  the  intwpretation  which  I  have 
gjrat  of  the  oonstibition.  At  first,  this  doubt 
was  rested  upon  an  inversdon  and  b*anspositton 
of  the  terms  osed  in  the  instrument.  This  at- 
tempt, however,  seems  to  be  abandoned  hj 
Jam ;  and  he  now  seeks  to  attain  the  same  ob- 
ject, by  inserting  a  stop  where  there  is  none. 
To  this  new  process  for  changing  the  meaning 
of  its  provisions,  X  have  no  ouier  answer  to 
give  than  ttus — blot  oat  all  the  stops,  and  both 
tbe  learned  and  unlearned  will  rquaoe  them  as 


they  now  are^  because  they  will  still  concur  in 
reading  the  mstroment  as  I  have  read  it,  and 
in  construing  its  language  as  I  have  construed 
it.  According  to  this  construction,  I  repeat, 
tbe  X^resident  alone  may  nominate,  bat,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  only 
can  appoint  to  any  office ;  and  when  vacaaoies 
happen  durin'g  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  the 
Pres^ent  alone  may  fill  op  each  vacancies,  ^ 
tonporaiy  ocMmnisricmB  «ily.  Hm  X  wIU 
leave  t^  Buggested  doobt,  confidoit  that  It  will 
never  lipen^to  certain^  anywhere,  but  in 
some  hot>bed  pr^wred  to  fiiroe  its  growtii  un- 
natarally. 

The  Senator  from  Looiinana  next  draws  a 
distinotion  between  the  power  of  the  X*reddent 
to  make  treaties  and  hts  power  to  make  ap- 
pointments to  o£Bce.  This  distinotion  he  seeka 
to  support  by  a  reference  to  the  precedents  he 
has  cited.  This  distinction  is  certainly  new. 
If  to  be  aust^ned  at  all,  it  mnst  be  by  the  force 
of  the  precedents  only,  for  the  words  of  the 
constitution  as  enilicitly  restrain  the  one  power 
as  they  do  the  other,  and  in  precisely  tbe  same 
mode.  Each  of  these  powers  is  given  to  the 
Pre^dent ;  bnt  in  the  very  grant  itself  they  are 
both  required  to  be  exercised  by  him,  "  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate" 
only ;  and  the  only  difference  between  them  is, 
thi^  in  making  treaties,  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present,  and,  in 
making  appointments,  the  concurrence  of  a 
nuyority  only,  is  'required.  Then,  is  it  not 
Strang  that,  in  tbe  very  case  where  the  con- 
stitntton  impcMcs  the  strongest  restraint,  it 
should  be  c<mtended  that  none  exists ;  and  yet 
should  be  admitted  that  in  the  other  case,  the 
restraint  is  efitoetual,  althoiwh  this  restraint  ia 
impoaed  by  the  same  words  repeated  in  the 
very  next  member  of  the  same  sentence  t 

But,  sir,  how  are  treaties  to  be  negotiated  ? 
Oert^nly  by  some  officer  of  the  Qovemment; 
and  this,  whether  they  are  negotiated  at  hcane 
or  abroad,  for  it  is  asking  of  ns  too  much, 
when  we  are  required  to  admit  that  he  who 
has  the  oommission  of  tiie  Government,  which 
commission  is  signed  by  its  Chief  Magistrate, 
authenticated  by  its  great  seal,  and  wherein  is 
expressed,  that,  in  coo^deration  of  the  high 
confidence  reposed  in  him,  authority  is  thereby 
given  by  him  to  pledge  oar  faith  and  honor,  is 
not  an  officer  of  the  United  Stlktes.  So  that 
the  qneetirai  still  ^eenrs,  can  the  Freddent 
akme^  without  the  advice  and  oonsent  of  the 
Senate,  create  such  an  officeV  I  aur  create 
■ooh  an  office;  far  when  the  eommusion  is 
granted  to  negotiate  a  treaty  abroad,  with  a 
nation  at  whose  court  we  have  never  bad  any 
representative,  the  office  is  created:  for,  as  I 
have  shown,  there  is  no  pretext  for  saying  tliat 
each  an  office  is  then  vacant,  or  that  tbe  Presi- 
dent, in  making  the  appointment  to  it,  is  merely 
filling  up  a  vacancy,  and  a  vacancy  which  has 
happeotsd,  too,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate. 
Now  the  Senator  from  liouisiaua  admits  that 
the  Preddent  alone  oannot  make  an  original 
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appointment  to  anj  office.  What,  then,  be- 
oomes  of  his  Astin^on  hetveen  the  power  of 
the  Preeodent  to  make  treatiee,  and  fau  power 
to  make  iqipointmoitB,  in  all  caaea  where,  to 
make  a  treaty,  it  is  ueoeiBaty  to  make  an  orig- 
inal appointment? 

Sir,  the  precedents  may  be  searched  fi^Mn  the 
birth  of  tfaifl  GoTemment  to  the  day  of  the  date 
of  the  Tnrkish  treaty,  and  hot  few  cases  will 
be  fonnd  of  a  treaty  n^tiated  by  any  other 
than  a  diplomatic  officer  of  the  United  States, 
whose  appointment,  if  an  original  appointment, 
had  not  been  made  by  and  with  the  adrice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate.  The  few  oaaes  existing, 
in  whioh  this  does  not  appear,  are  either  cases 
oecnrring,  *^Jlagrantd  hello,"  ■wiHi  the  power 
traated  wltli,  or  cases  of  compacts  entered  into 
with  piratical  hordes  or  sarage  tribee,  the  de- 
pendents or  tributaries  of  yonr  own,  or  of  some 
other  sorereignty.  AU  the  precedents  referred 
to  by  the  Senator  from  Lonisiana  are  of  this  de- 
scription. These  precedents,  therefore,  do  not 
tonch  or  apply  to  the  question  I  have  discnssed, 
and  which  is  presented  in  this  case,  nnless  we 
are  prepared  to  say  that  the  principles  of  war 
justify  the  practice  of  peace,  or  that  the  nsages 
which  necessity  requires  to  be  adopted  in  onr 
interconrae  with  barbarian  powers  and  depend- 
ent States,  constitute  the  mle  which  onght  to 
regulate  our  interconrae  with  the  oldest,  and 
most  B(demnly  andlnost  universally  recognized 
Bovereignties  on  earth. 

Even  this  the  Senator  from  Lonisiana  would 
have  as  to  do,  for  he  ridicules  my  ideas  that 
the  existence  of  war  gives  to  the  President 
power  that  he  may  not  ri^litfhlly  claim  in 
peace ;  or  that  there  is  any  difference  between 
the  piratical  Barbary  hordes  and  the  Ottoman 
empire.  Now,  suppose  I  should  even  admit 
that  Uie  distinction  which  I  drew  between  the 
cases  of  war  and  peace  was  without  any  Jnst 
foundation,  is  it  fair  to  infer  the  general  nile  of 
peace  from  the  exception  of  war!  Or  ia  it  wise 
or  safe  to  contend,  that  what  is  acqniesced  in 
without  murmur,  during  the  storm  of  war,  is 
ther^ne  right,  and  may  be  properly  repeated 
in  the  calm  and  ''piping  time  of  peace."  I 
pr^  the  Senate  to  think  well  of  the  conse- 
quences which  may  and  must  result  if  they 
sanction  such  doctrine  as  this. 

Peace  gives  the  rule,  and  war  the  exception 
to  it.  Nor  is  it  of  little  conseqnence  to  the 
present  argument,  whether  the  exception  be 
dejure  or  dejaeto  only.  It  is  bat  an  exception 
in  either  case ;  and  we  reason  erroneously  when 
we  seek  to  find  the  rule  in  the  exception  to  it. 
But  if  it  be  conceded  that  the  exception  exists 
dejure^  and  is  established  by  the  constitution 
itself  as  an  exception,  then  this  exertion  proves 
the  general  rule  to  be  ^fferait.  Now,  I  con- 
tend that  the  exception  does  exist  ^^r^/  and 
that  in  war  the  Fteudent  may  lawfmly  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  enemy,  when, 
where,  and  how  he  pleases,  and  by  the  inter- 
vention of  whomsoever  he  thinks  proper  to 
employ  for  that  purpose.  I  prove  it  thns : 
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The  l^itimate  object  all  war  is  peace.  To 
attain  thia  demrable  end  whenever  war  exista^ 
the  oonatitntifm  gives  to  the  Ezecnttve  every 
lawAd  means  for  its  aooompliahmeot.  Heace, 
be  may  lawfully  order,  and  by  bis  BnbordioBtM 
effect,  the  burning  of  towns,  the  sacking  of 
cities,  the  devastation  of  the  enemy's  country, 
and  the  slaughter  of  its  inhabitants;  for,  alast 
sad  experience  has  tanght  mankind,  that  such 
are  the  necessary  means  by  which  alone  most 
commonly  war  can  be  terminated,  and  the  de- 
sirable end  of  peace  attained.  Now,  surely,  if 
the  Executive  may  lawftilly  do  all  this  tar  sneb 
an  obiect,  he  may  attain  the  siune  required  end 
by  otner  means  lesa  deatmetive,  and  more  con- 
sonant to  the  dictates  of  hnmamtT-.  If  be  mj^ 
lawfUIy  iHttotiate  for  peace  by  Uood  asd  ay^ 
nage,  may  he  not  n^tmate  for  the  same  olfeK 
by  argument  and  persuasion  ?  It  is  true  you 
call  the  one  battle  and  bloodshed,  and  the  otiiw 
negotiation,  yet  each  of  them  is  but  a  means  for 
the  accomplishment  of  peace,  the  great  and  tmly 
jnstiflable  end  of  all  war ;  which  end  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  Executive  to  effect  by  all 
proper  means,  whenever  war  exists.  And 
what  at  last  is  this  treaty  of  peace,  nnHI  it  is 
ratified  by  the  proper  authority,  that  Is  to  say, 
until,  in  this  coundy,  its  ratification  has  leoriv- 
ed  the  advice  and  consent  of  tiie  Senatet  It  is 
little  elae  thu  a  mere  armistice.  Now,  Boos 
can  doubt  that  the  Executive  may  lawfully  con- 
clude an  armistice  when,  where,  and  how  be 
pleases,  and  this  under  his  general  power  to 
conduct  the  existing  war  in  wat  mode  whicb, 
in  his  disoretion,  peace,  its  only  justifiable  end, 
seems  to  require. 

Here,  then,  is  one  answer  to. all  the  prece- 
dents rated  by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  of 
treaties  made  with  the  Barbary  Powers  daring 
the  administration  of  onr  two  first  Presidents. 
At  the  time  all  these  treaties  were  negotiated, 
war  existed  between  these  powOTs  and  the 
United  States.  Uoreover,  two  of  these  treaties 
(being  all  cX  this  desorlptiim  that  were  conclud- 
ed during  the  administration  of  Wa^ingtwi) 
were  concluded  by  Mr.  Hnmphreyi^  an  ac- 
knowledged diplomatic  officer  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  been  previously  and  r^lariy 
appointed  our  Minister  to  Fortngal,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  In  o(m- 
cluding  these  treaties,  too,  Ur.  Humphry 
acted  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  he  had 
received,  the  substance  of  which  instmcticas 
had  been  previously  submitted  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  Senate,  and  had  received  their  ap- 
probation so  far  back  as  the  8th  of  May,  17^, 
as  our  journals  show.  These  cases,  th«),  sie 
but  cases  of  treaties  made  bj  a  proper  officer 
of  the  United  Ststea,  whose  appointment  and 
whose  instanetions  had  previously  received  the 
confirmatioQ  of  the  Senate.  As  to  the  mere 
inUmuneii  employed  by  Mr.  Humphreys  him- 
self in  his  intercourse  with  the  Barbary  Powers, 
and  who  acted  under  appointments  from  hun, 
and  not  from  tiie  President,  I  presume  it  cannot 
be  Deoeeaary  tcfe  me  to  say  a  sine^  word. 
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Donbtless,  the  HiniBter  might  employ  what  mes- 
sengers, interpreters,  or  aabagents,  he  thonght 
necessary,  and  the  obligation  of  the  inatmraent, 
pot  into  form  hy  them  oefbra  it  reo^ved  his  aa- 
moL  ooald  neitowbe  Btrengthened  nor  weakened 
by  uuir  ^g^utnreLwhether  itwaa  vamtj^or  ne- 
eeari^  that  aabBcnbed  it 

The  ume  answer  will  equally  apply  to  the 
eaaes  of  the  treatiea  afterwards  concluded  with 
some  of  these  game  powers  daring  the  adminis- 
tration  of  Frendent  Madison.  War  again  ex- 
isted between  the  United  States  and  these 
powoa,  when  these  treaties,  too,  were  con- 
eladed.  Nay,  such  is  the  capricions  and  rapa- 
oioQS  cliaraoter  of  these  corsairs,  and  such  their 
ignorance  or  contempt  of  the  provisions  of  the 
pnblio  law,  and  the  usages  of  civilized  nations, 
that  it  i»  ^fficalt  to  determine  when  war  does 
not  exist  with  them.  It  is  this  very  circnm- 
itanoe  which  oonsMtntes  one  of  tibe  groat  canaes 
why  TOOT  interoonrse  with  them  always  has, 
and  alw^rs  most  produce  many  anomalies,  from 
which  no  principle  or  role  can  properly  be  de- 
dnoed.  Bat  if  I  wanted  an  apt  illastration  of 
the  tmth  of  my  poffltion,  that  the  power  of  con- 
dncting  a  war  neoesaarily  includes  the  power 
of  conducting  it  by  negotiating  for  peace,  I 
sboold  find  it  m  the  circumstances  attending  one 
of  these  very  treaties.  The  gallant  Decatur 
had  jnst  c^tared  the  Algerine  squadron. 
Hastraing  from  the  sooie  of  his  oonqnest,  he 
imsented  his  viotorioBa  fleet  before  the  port  of 
AlgienL  ready  to  fire  upon  the  city,  and  to  lay 
it  in  ashea,  if  necessary.  To  save  themselves 
ircHn  the  imminent  danger,  and  to  gain  time  for 
preparation,  the  enemy  wished  to  parley,  pro- 
xesstng  a  wish  to  n^^tiate  a  peace.  His 
answer  to  their  proposition  was,  "  Here  are  the 
only  terras  of  peace  I  can  accept.  Sign  and 
rat^  this  treaty,  and  our  nations  are  friends 
a^ain;  njjeot  it,  and  I  ^ust  do  my  dnty.  I 
give  yon  two  hours  to  decide."  Within  the 
time  prescribed,  the  treaty  was  returned,  doly 
executed  on  their  part^  and  hence  was  con- 
cluded, OB  board  of  his  own  flag  ship,  the 
United  States  ship  GuerriMV.  Now,  sir,  will 
Muj  one  say  thad;,  in  thus  acting  this  hero 
vifdated  any  precept  of  the  eonstitatlon  of  his 
country  !  And,  if  not,  it  surely  cannot  be  pro- 
dded that  the  President  could  so  offend,  by 
anthorizing  that  to  be  done,  which,  when  done 
in  pm^nanoe  of  his  orders,  was  rig^tfolly  done. 
Yet,  if  ri^tfnlly  done,  war  must  »ve  power  to 
the  Executive  tliat  in  peaoe  is  forbiddeii. 

Ag$iii :  Is  it  correct  to  aa^  that  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  piratical  hordes  of  Al- 
giers, and  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  the  professed  trib- 
utaries and  acknowledged  dependents  of  the 
Sublime  Porte,  and  the  Ottoman  empire  itself? 
This  is  an  assertion  which  I  confess  I  did  not 
expert  to  have  heard  made  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  Ily  bistorioal  reocdlections  do 
not  dee^re  me,  I  uiink,  when  tiiey  lead  me  to 
sar  that  the  Ottoman  Government  is  now  the 
oldeat  in  the  woiid.  While  every  other  known 
CioYunnient  has  beoi  oftentimes  changed,  de- 


stroyed,  and  reconstraeted,  that  simple  despot- 
ism, sustained  as  it  is,  alike  by  religion  and  by 
forccj  has  ever  remained  unaltered  from  its 
creation,  now  nearly  twelve  centuries  ago,  until 
this  hour.  Befora  the  disooveir  of  America  by 
Columbus,  the  seat  of  the  Turkish  empire  was 
fixed  where  it  now  iB,^at  Oonstantinople;  and 
never  unce  has  that  capital  been  profaned  by 
the  presence  of  any  foreign  foe.  Almost  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  all  Europe  tremhled 
at  its  onward  march;  and  the  most  powerful  of 
European  sovereigns  fled  from  the  smoking 
rains  of  his  capital,  Vienna,  to  escape  this  ene- 
my. Much  more  than  a  century  since,  Bender, 
one  of  its  distant  provincial  towns,  offered  a 
safe  asylum  to  the  nnfortmiate  Swedish  mon- 
arch, when  flying  from  the  disastrous  field  of 
Pultowa ;  and  Turkish  faith  and  Turkish  power 
would  never  permit  that  asylum  to  be  violated. 
Deprived  since  of  some  of  Its  domain  by  the 
Russian  arms,  it  nevertheless  still  ranks  as  one 
among  the  principal  powers  of  the  world,  hav- 
ing been  always  recognized  and  always  respect- 
ed as  an  independent  and  great  nation  by  every 
State  in  Christendom.  It  does  not  seem  very 
becoming  in  us,  almost  the  youngest  of  the  gre^ 
family  of  nations,  to  wish  to  degrade  this  an- 
cient and  powerful  sovereignty,  not  less  re- 
markable for  the  proud  sim^ilicity,  than  for  the 
strict  honor  and  Bdelity  of  its  character,  (and 
this,  too,  at  the  moment  when  we  hare  just  con- 
doded  oar  first  treaty  with  it,)  by  comparing 
it  with  its  own  tributary  dependents,  whose 
piratical  pursaita,  and  open  contempt  of  all  the 
usages  of  dvOized  States,  have  ever  prevented 
every  poTer  from  recognizing  any  oi  them  as 
an  equal  sovero^ty,  or  trusting  among  them 
any  other  representative  tl^an  an  humble  consul 
As  well  might  we  compare  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment with  some  wretcned  baud  of  Esquimaux, 
or  horde  of  fierce  Tartars,  dwelling  within  its 
limits ;  or  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
with  tiie  Cherokee  nation,  or  tiie  tribe  of  Win- 
neba^oes,  dwelling  within  ours. 

It  IS  strange,  too,  that  this  assertion  shonld 
be  hazarded  now,  when  it  is  proposed  by  the 
very  amendment  before  us  to  aj^Hropriate  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  new  mission  to  the  SnUime 
Porte,  which  sum  far  exceeds  in  amount  the 
B^^gate  of  all  the  sums  proposed  to  be  appro- 
priated for  our  missions  to  Russia,  to  France, 
and  to  Great  Briton.  To  Justify  this  appro- 
priation, a  list  of  the  foreign  Ministers  of  the 
different  nations  of  Europe,  now  accredited  at 
the  Turkish  court,  is  sent  to  us,  which  list  pre- 
sents a  diplomatic  corps  that,  in  rank,  in  the 
:  namber  of  States  represented,  and  in  the  com- 
pensation granted  to  these  Ministers,  far  exceeds 
any  such  corps  assembled  at  any  other  court 
in  the  world  I  Yet,  dr,  tiiat  nation,  at  whose 
court  princes  or  noblemen  oi  high  rank  have 
not  felt  diBgraded  to  appear  as  Ministers,  and 
whose  soverdgns  intend  to  honor  them  bv  such 
appointments.  Is  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  be  sunk  to  the  level  of  its  own  tributa- 
ries, to  whose  castles  none  other  t^an  a  consul 
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has  ever  been  sent,  and  this  for  the  most  obTioas 

The  case  of  treaties  eondaded  here  bj  a 
Becretarj  of  State,  the  Senate  mnst  at  once 
perceive,  touches  not  the  qaestion  I  h&vejpre- 
aented.  Ko  one  can  donbt  that  he  is  an  officer 
of  the  United  States,  who  being  ohar^  by 
the  law  of  his  creation  with  the  snpenntend- 
ence  of  all  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country, 
may  very  properly  be  inatmoted  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  negotiate  a  treaty  here.  In  hia  oaae, 
the  power  ^yento  him  baa  no  other  effbot  Uian 
to  onarae  uie  <dd  offioe  with  a  new  and  very 
proper  daty.  It  creates  no  new  offlee  in  him, 
as  we  all  kiiow ;  for  althoogh  we  have  heard  ot 
pay  for  constmotiTe  joameys  never  p«formed, 
yet  even  the  pereons  who  thought  themadves 
entitled  to  such  compensation,  uive  never  pre- 
anmed  to  ask  for  constmctive  "outfit  and 
salary  "  for  the  performance  of  this  new  doty 
merely.  It  wonld  be  absurd,  too,  to  say  that 
the  full  power  ^ven  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  here,  oonld  entitle  him  to 
any  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  accorded 
1^  the  pabko  law  to  saoh  as  are  sent  abroad 
with  snoh  power.  It  b  this,  at  last,  that  con- 
stitutes the  troe  test  whereby  to  ascertain 
whether  the  agent  appointed  to  n^otiate  a 
treaty  la  an  officer  of  Uie  United  StatM,  in  vir- 
tue of  anoh  an  appohibnent.  For  as  the  im- 
munities conceded  by  the  public  law  are  offidal 
privileges  merely,  he  who  acquires  none  such  in 
virtue  of  his  appointment  to  negotiate  a  treaty, 
is  not  thereby  made  an  officer.  But  whereso- 
ever  the  appointment  is  designed  to  draw  after 
it  pay  at  home,  and  immunity  abroad,  then  it 
creates  office.  Kow  such  is  the  case  of  these 
oommisdoners ;  and  sndi  never  waa  tlie  case 
of  any  Secretary  of  State. 

I  hiave  to  notice  bat  a  tUn^  other  argnment 
of  the  Senator  from  Loniriana.  He  tella  ns  that 
this  was  not  a  new  mission,  for  it  had  been 
previously  established  by  the  last  President  in 
the  appointments  of  Messrs.  Crane  and  Offley, 
made  by  him  in  like  manner,  and  for  the  same 
purposes  with  the  present  Sir,  from  this  day 
forward,  let  nsnotrepeatthephraseand promise 
of  '*  reforming  the  abuses  which  had  crept  into 
this  Government."  It  is  high  time  we  should 
drop  it,  when  honorable  Senators  think  they 
jostify  a  violation  of  the  constitution  by  tiie 
present  Executive,  by  regarding  it  as  a  mere 
continuation  of  tiie  nao^ied  autfawtty  of  hla 
predecessor.  The  question  we  have  to  decide 
ia,  whether  the  oonstitntion  authorizes  the 
President  to  create  a  new  offioe,  without  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senates  W  instituting 
a  raiseioQ  to  a  nation  with  whidi  we  never 
before  had  established  amr  political  connection 
or  diplomatic  relation.  In  answering  this  ques- 
tion, it  is  gravely  sud  that  the  present  Presi- 
dent has  not  done  so,  because  such  a  mission 
was  secretly  and  ineffectually  attepipted  to  be 
established  by  his  predecessors ;  and  this  secret 
and  vain  effort  to  strip  the  Sraiate  of  their 
highest  loiTilege  at  that  time,  sanotifiea  and 
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Justifies  the  actual  deed  afterwards  done.  Much 
better  would  it  be  to  aay  at  once,  that  because 
Preddent  Adams  publicly  proclaimed  in  the 
Panama  message  that  such  apower  was  with- 
in the  constitutional  competency  of  the  Execu- 
tive," therefore  it  mnst  be  so.  Bnt  as  this 
argument  would  scarody  find  &vor  anywhere 
now^  it  is  deemed  better  to  rely  upon  the  secret 
and  meffeotual  attempt,  rather  than  upon  the 
open  and  avowed  0|nuion  of  this  PreetdenL 
When  President  Adame  pnUidy  annonnoed  tUa 
opinion,  its  oorreetneas  was  aa  pnUiely  denied 
and  oontrorerted  here ;  and  soray  his  hidden 
acta,  which  could  not  be  censured,  becMwe  fbtj 
were  not  known,  are  even  of  less  weight  as 
authority  than  his  declared  opinions.  What 
may  be  the  weight  and  authority  of  his  opinions 
upon  this  subject  now,  I  know  not,  but  I  well 
know  how  they  were  regarded  by  some  formw- 
ly ;  and  at  the  very  time,  too,  when  this  act  <^ 
his  was  secretiy  done.  Hy  opimons  upon  this 
Bol^ect  then  coincided  with  those  entertained 
by  others  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  and  mme 
certainly  have  undn^ne  no  ohange  ainoe. 


Fbtoat,  February  SO. 

and  the  Pouer  to  regulate  GommttMf  duUiiet 
and  ineonoertaU  Pavmrt, 

Mr.  Behtoit  hiA  oa  fhe  table  I2ie  fidlowfoff 

resolution : 

Rfolved,  That  the  powen  conferred  on  Ooogwas 
bj  the  States  to  lay  and  collect  doties,  and  to  reg- 
ulate commerce,  are  dislinot  and  IneonvertibMS ' 
powers,  aiming  at  diJIbrent  objects,  and  reqolnng 
dilferent  forms  of  legMative  action ;  the  levying 
power  being  confined  to  import*,  and  diiefly  intenoh 
ed  to  raise  rerenae;  tl)Q  regulating  power  bang 
directed  to  exports,  and  BcAelj  intended  to  procure 
&TOrabIe  terms  for  the  admisaioD  of  the  Bhipe  and 
products  of  the  fitatea 

8.  That  the  power  to  lay  and  coUect  duties  oa 
imports  was  aoUciled  by  the  foanden  of  the  preaeot 
Federal  Government,  wd  granted  by  the  States,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  p^ng  the  public  debt,  and 
with  the  solemn  and  reiterated  asaarance  that  the 
duties  levied  for  that  parpose  should  cease  the  mt>- 
ment  the  debt  wu  paid — which  assurance  waa 
given  in  answer  to  objections  from  the  States,  and 
to  quiet  the  apprehennons  expressed  by  tome  of 
them,  that  the  grant  of  power  to  Gongresa  to  raise 
revenne  from  the  commerce  of  the  States,  withost 
Umltation  of  time  or  quantity,  and  witboot  acoovnt- 
abillty  to  them  for  its  expen^tnre,  might  vender 
CongresB  independent  of  the  States,  UM  endanger 
their  liberties  and  prosperity. 

8.  That  the  public  debt  will  (probably)  be  paid 
off  in  the  year  1834,  and  the  amount  of  aboot 
twelve  milUona  of  doUars  of  revenue  will  then  ba 
subject  to  aboHtion,  and  ought  to  be  abolished, 
according  to  the  agreement  of 'the  parties  at  the 
establishment  of  the  present  Federal  Oovenuneot, 
and  in  conformity  to  the  present  actual  con<Ution 
and  interest  of  the  States. 

4.  That  an  abolition  of  twelve  millions  of  duties 
win  be  a  teUef  to  the  peo^  of  from  aboot  rixlem 
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ninioaa  of  Uzea,  (estimating  the  retail  merobant's 
sdranee  opon  tiw  dnUes  at  ooe-tbird,)  and  that  the 
laid  abolition  rnxj  be  made  without  ffindidabing  the 
protection  due  to  anj  eiMntial  branch  or  ponnit  of 
domestic  indaati7,  and  vtth  maniftit  adrantage  to 
most  of  them. 

6.  That,  for  the  parpose  of  enabling  Congress  to 
determine  with  entire  laietj  to  ever;  interest,  and 
with  ftaU  latiabetioB  to  the  pubHo  mind,  what 
brandiea  and  porsoiti  of  donuitie  indostry  may  be 
entitled  to  proteotion,  and  ought  to  be  guarded 
from  the  injurioDS  effects  of  foraign  competition,  a 
j<Hnt  committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiTes  oo^it  to  be  appointed  to  talte  the  exam* 
iaatioos  of  praotioal  men  (producers,  consomeis, 
and  impoiten)  in  bH  doabtful  cases,  and  to  r^wt 
thdr  evidenee  to  the  two  Housea  of  Gongreis. 

9.  Hut  the  said  committee  ought  to  be  appdnt- 
ed  at  the  commenewoaent  of  the  next  stated  ees- 
rion. 

.  7.  That  the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce 
was  granted  to  Congress  by  the  States,  for  the  ex- 
press and  sole  parpose  of  enabling  Congress  to 
obtain  and  secure  favorable  markets  sbroad  for  the 
exports  of  the  States,  and  &ToraUe  terms  for  the 
aiunisMou  of  their  ships ;  and  to  effect  these  objeete 
by  establishing  an  equitable  system  of  commercial 
reciprocity,  Sscriminatiwi,  and  relation,  which 
should  measure  back  to  every  fbrelgn  nation  the 
same  degree  of  fiivor,  or  disfaror,  which  itself 
Mcawnred  out  to  the  commerce  and  narigation  of 
the  Halted  States. 

8.  That  the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commeroe, 
although  one  of  the  first  of  the  enumerated  powers 
of  the  constitution,  and  the  enduriag  cause  of  its 
adoption,  has  never  yet  been  exercised  by  Congresa. 

9.  Hiat  the  approaciung  extinction  of  the  public 
debt,  and  consequent  oUigation  to  abolish,  and 
advantage  in  abolishing,  about  twelve  mUltons  of 
annual  revenue,  will  enable  the  United  States  to 
recave  a  lam  portion  of  her  foreign  commerce, 
saj  the  one-Ealf  thereof,  free  of  duty ;  and  that  the 
fiur  prindplea  of  a  just  reciprocity,  the  dictates  of 
obvious  policy,  justice  to  the  States,  and  the  con- 
stitotional  daty  of  the  Federal  Oovemment,  already 
too  long  defened,  will  reqidre  this  OovemmeDt  to 
demand  eqidvalmUa  from  aU  nations  whieh  may 
wish  to  be  adnditad  to  a  partfadpadon  in  the  ei^oy- 
ment  of  this  great  amoimt  of  free  and  nnrestrieted 
tnde. 

10.  That  the  free  importatiim  of  the  following 
articles  (among  others)  may  be  admitted  iuto  the 
United  States  wtthovt  compromising  the  prosperity 
Oi  any  branch  or  pursuit  of  domesuo  industry,  and 
with  manifeet  advantage  to  most  of  them,  namely: 
tinena,  sUka,  wines,  coffee,  cocoa,  worsted  stiiff 
goods,  sererat  descriptions  of  wodlens,  several 
qualities  of  fine  cottons,  Beveral  Undl  of  sjdrits,  Ao., 

11.  That  the  free  importation  of  eiUd  articles 
ought  to  be  oflbred  to  all  nations  which  Bhail  grant 
eqoivalent  advantages  to  the  oommeroe  and  navi- 
gation of  the  Uidted  States,  and  wUI  receive  the 
produote  of  their  industry,  namely  :  fish,  furs,  lum- 
ber, naval  stores,  beef,  t>acon,  pork,  grain,  flour, 
lice,  cotton,  tobacco,  live  stock,  manu&ctures  of 
cotton,  leather,  wool,  and  silk,  butter  and  cheese, 
soap  and  candlee,  b^,  glass,  and  gunpowder,  lead, 
shot,  and  sugar,  sidrits  made  of  grain  and  molanes, 
Ae,,  Ac,  or  some  adequate  proportioa  thereof, 
other  free  trf  da^,  or  i^on  payment  of  moderate 


and  reasonable  duties,  to  be  agreed  upon  in  treaUei^ 
and  to  continue  for  a  term  of  yearSf  and  to'  no  othw 
naUons  whatever. 

12.  That  there  is  nothing  in  existing  treaty 
sUpalatioos  with  foreign  powers  to  prevent  the 
reflation  of  our  commerce  upon  the  foregoing 
prmciples. 

18.  That  all  commerdal  nations  will  find  it  to 
thdr  advantage  to  regulate  their  commerce  with  the 
Uidted  States  on  these  princi^ee,  as,  in  doing  so, 
they  will  substitute  a  &ir  and  liberal  trade  for  a 
trade  of  rexatioDS,  oppressions,  restrictions,  and 
ami^Iing;  will  obtain  provitions  for  subsistence, 
and  materUs  for  manunctorea,  on  cheaper  terms 
and  more  abundantly ;  will  promote  their  own  ex> 
ports;  will  Increase  th^  revenue,  by  increasing 
coofiumptioD  and  diminishing  smoggmig;  and,  in 
refunng  to  do  so,  will  draw  great  iiyury  upon 
themselves  in  the  loss  which  will  ensue  of  several 

treat  branches  of  their  trade  with  the  United 
tates. 

14.  That  the  agriculture,  manufactures,  com- 
merce, and  naidgaUoa  of  the  United  States  would 
be  greatly  benefited  by  regulating  foreign  trade  on 
the  foregoing  priodiHes ;  first,  by  getting  rid  of 
(mpressive  duties  upon  tlie  staple  productions  of 
the  United  States  in  foreign  markets ;  secondly,  by 
lowering  at  home  the  price  of  many  articles  of  com- 
fort or  necessity,  imported  from  abroad. 

15.  That  the  safest  and  most  satisfactory  mode 
of  regulating  foreign  commerce  on  these  principdea 
would  be  by  combining  the  aotion  of  the  legisUtive 
and  treaty^makiug  powers,  Congress  fixing,  by  law 
or  joint  resolution,  the  articles  on  which  duties  may 
be  abolished,  and  the  Executive  negoUatiog  with 
foreign  nations  for  the  grant  of  equivalents. 

16.  That,  to  be  in  readiness  to  carry  this  system 
of  regulatiug  foreign  commerce  into  effect  at  the 
extinction  of  the  public  debt.  It  will  be  necessary 
for  Congress  to  designate  the  arUcles  for  tlie  abo- 
lition of  duty  at  the  next  stated  session. 

Naiioruil  Boad  in  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  TAr.  Bdrnet,  the  orders  were 
postponed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  ap  the  bill 
declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
tJie  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Burnet  said  he  wonld  occnpy  but  a  few 
minntes  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  m  explaining 
the  bill.  Its  object,  he  eaid,  was  notUng  more 
than  to  giT6  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  oot 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  preaorraticHL  and 
repair  of  so  mnoh  of  the  national  road  as  lies 
within  the  limits  of  that  State.  That  the  law 
to  which  the  assent  of  Oongrese  was  asked, 
provided  for  the  collection  of  a  moderate  toll, 
to  be  expended  in  repairs.  It  also  provided  for 
the  pnnishment  of  persons  detected  in  the  per- 
petration of  malicions  mischief  injurious  to  the 
road.  He  sdd  that  it  was  generally  understood 
and  believed  in  Ohio,  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  road  was  exolnsively  vested  in  the  United 
States;  that  the  General  Assembly  had  no 
power  to  legislate  on  the  subject  without  the 
consent  of  Congress.  It  was  well  known,  he 
remarked^  that  the  road  would  soon  become 
entirely  useless,  if  an  arrangement  were  not 
made,  without  delay,  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing it  in  rep^;  that,  aa  the  road  had  been 
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constructed  hj  Congress,  at  a  great  expense,  it 
vas  unreasonable  to  rely  on  them  for  yearly 
appropriations  of  money  from  the  national 
Treasury,  to  keep  it  in  a  state  of  preservation ; 
that  the  road  being  once  completed,  ought  to 
snstun  itself  vithoat  imposing  ^  further  bar- 
den  on  the  national  Treasnry ;  that  this  descrip- 
tion of  internal  improvement  coald  not  be 
carried  to  any  great  extent,  if  every  new  oon- 
Btraction,  when  completed,  was  to  be  followed 
by  a  new  annnal  charge  on  the  Treasury  of  the 
nation.  Such,  he  said,  was  the  impression  of 
the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  and  on  that  view  of 
the  subject,  and  for  the  purposes  already  men- 
tioned, they  had  passed  the  law  recited  in  the  bill 
under  consideration.  He  thought  it  would  be 
found,  on  a  carefal  examination  tiS  the  law,  that 
its  provisions  were  just  and  reasonable.  The 
toll  proposed*  to  be  dtarged  wasunnsoally  low ; 
much  less  than  is  commonly  charged  on  other 
roads  of  a  similar  character — ^he  was  confident 
that  it  was  less  than  a  tenth  of  the  value  of  the 
advantage  to  be  derived  by  the  persons  who 
were  to  pay  it.  He  disclaimed  all  idea,  or  de- 
sire, on  the  part  of  Ohio,  to  derive  a  revenue 
from  this  source.  They  did  not  contemplate 
such  a  result,  nor  did  they  wish  it.  If  the  road 
could  be  preserved  without  a  tax  on  them,  or 
on  the  General  Government,  they  would  prefer 
to  have  it  remain  as  it  is  now,  free  and  unen- 
cumbered with  toll  gates ;  but,  Bsid  he,  that  is 
impoBNble;  the  road  cannot  be  preserved  with- 
out constant  repairs,  which  necessarily  require 
a  constant  supply  of  money.  That  Ohio  con- 
templated nothmg  more  than  the  preservaUon 
of  tne  road,  was  evident  ft-om  the  fact  that  the 
whole  amount  of  money  collected  was  to  be 
paid  into  the  State  Treasury — kept  in  a  separate 
fund,  and  applied  exclusively  to  the  repair  and 
preservation  of  the  road,  and  that  no  more 
money  was  to  be  collected,  than  would  be  re- 
quired for  that  purpose.  Kr.  B.  said  that  care 
had  been  taken,  in  drauahtiog  the  law,  to  secure 
the  rights  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  separate  States,  by  a  provision  that  the 
miul  should  pass  free ;  that  all  persons  in  the 
servioe  or  employ  of  the  United  States,  or 
either  of  them,  and  all  property  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  should  be 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  toll.  Such  being 
the  character  and  object  of  the  bill,  he  did  not 
anticipate  an  objection  that  he  believed  could 
reasonably  be  urged  against  it.  It  did  not,  he 
said,  affirm  any  principles  or  profess  to  settle 
any  question  of  right ;  it  was  a  naked  declara- 
tion, on  the  part  of  Congress,  of  their  willing- 
ness that  Ohio  should  execute  the  law  she  h^ 
passed.  He  was  aware  that  some  members  of 
Congress  believed  that  the  State  possessed  that 

Sower  already,  but  many  others  were  of  a 
Ifferent  opiiuon;  and  it  was  manifest  that 
Ohio  tbouglit  differently,  otiierwlse  she  would 
not  have  passed  the  law  in  question.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  siUd  Hr.  B.,  I  feel  confident  that 
every  Senator  present^  whatever  may  be  his 
opinion  on  the  delicate  qaestioQ  of  internal  im- 
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provement,  can  vote  for  tliis  bill  without  oom- 
mitting  hhnseU^  on  any  principle  connected 
with  t£at  question,  because  it  involves  no  prin- 
ciple of  that  oharacter.  It  will  leave  the  ^bca- 
tions  of  constitntional  power  and  constitntional 
right  where  they  now  stand,  to  be  a^ji^''^  and 
settled  as  would  be  the  case  had  thia  law  never 
been  thought  ot  It,  aa  he  beUeved,  the  pn>- 
vinons  of  the  bill  were  nnbljeotitmable,  on  the 
score  of  principle,  he  was  very  certain  they 
were  calculated  to  secure  a  highly  important 
object,  as  would  be  verified  bj  the  experi- 
ment, should  the  bCl  under  consideration  paaa. 
It  would  prevent  future  applications  to  Oouf^ess 
for  appropriations  of  money  from  the  national 
Treasury  to  repur  the  road.  As  yet  no  sndi 
application  had  been  made  for  the  part  of  the 
road  within  the  State  (tf  Ohio,  becuue  it  bad 
not  become  necessary ;  and  he  would  venture 
an  assmvnoe  that  soen  an  application  ahonld 
not  be  made  if  Congress  passed  thk  bilL  Ohio 
would  relieve  the  United  States  from  the  tax 
and  the  labor  of  preserving  her  portion  of  the 
road.  With  the  means  which  tliis  law  would 
put  in  her  power,  she  wonld  guaranty  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  object  without  further 
trouble  to  tiie  United  States,  and  certainly  with- 
out further  expense  to  their  Treasury.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  plan  proposed  by  the  State  of 
Ohio  was  the  best,  if  not  the  only  one,  by 
which  the  road  could  be  kept  in  repiur  for  any 
length  of  time,  aa  it  was  evident  that  Con- 
gress wonld  soon  become  weary  of  making 
yeariy  appropriationa  for  Uiat  purpose ;  aim 
that  whenever  these  appro^niations  should  be 
required,  there  being  no  substitute  provided, 
the  road  would  go  to  ruin,  and  the  money 
already  expended  would  be  1<^  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  Hatnx  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
object  of  the  bill.  He  should  be  ^lad  to  see 
the  principle  carried  out,  and  the  United  Statea 
wholly  relieved  from  tlie  care  and  preservation 
of  this  road.  He  thought,  however,  that  the 
bill  stopped  ^ort  in  one  important  particular, 
and  that  was,  the  cession  of  the  road  to  the 
State  of  Ohio.  He  should  like,  if  it  conld  be 
done,  to  introduce  a  proviaioa  into  the  hill  pro- 
viding for  ita  oeBBi<m— it  was  a  matter  of 
importance,  in  his  opinion — and  it  would  re- 
lease the  United  States  frwn  all  Aitnre  le^a- 
latlon  on  the  subject.  Should  this  course  be 
pursued,  next  year  Virginia,  Haryland,  Fenn- 
sylvania,  and  other  States  interested,  would 
make  a  similar  application  to  Congress,  and, 
their  wishes  once  granted,  the  United  States 
would  be  relieved  from  an  almost  continual 
drain  on  their  Treasury.  The  construction  and 
preservation  of  tiiis  road  was  an  unfortunate 
event  for  the  country ;  the  United  States  had 
been,  and  would  be,  firom  the  necesu^  of 
things,  subjected  to  more  expense  in  works  of 
this  nature,  than  dther  indrndails  or  States. 
Mr.  H.  spoke  of  the  sums  paid  for  the  construo- 
tion  of  the  road,  and  the  great  expense  required 
to  keep  it  in  repair.  He  would  ask  the  Chair- 
man of  tiie  Committee  if  snch  a  provision  as  he 
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had  Boggested  oonld  not  be  introdnoed  into  the 
bill,  and  thus  reUeve  tiie  Government  from  an; 
farther  appropriations. 

Mr.  PoiSDBxTSB  aaid  that  there  were  at  least 
two  olyectioDa  to  the  bill  as  ft  now  stood,  on- 
leas  the  provision  saggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Oaralina  should  be  incorporated 
into  it.  The  first  waa,  that  it  undertook  to 
transfer  to  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  a  right  to 
«reat  toll  gates,  &o.,  with  a  view  to  the  collec- 
tion of  revenna,  to  provide  for  keeping  the  road 
in  repidr— a  power  which  the  Congress  of  the 
Vniled  States  did  not  itself  possess.  The  mat- 
ter had  been  more  than  once  disosssed  in  Con- 
grees,  and  bills  providing  for  raising  a  revenne 
from  tolls,  for  the  repur  of  the  road,  had  been 
rejected.  If,  then.  Congress  did  not  possess 
the  power,  could  the  right  be  transferred,  'hy 
Oongreoa,  to  the  Lei^ature  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  ?  In  his  opioloiL  it  could  onlj  be  done 
by  ceding  that  part  of  the  road  lying  within 
^e  State  of  Ohio  to  that  State  altogether,  and 
tfana  giTa  its  Jjegialatnre  a  right  to  eieaK^  the 
power  now  sought  to  be  obtained.  If  the 
power  vera  not  ^ven  in  this  w^,  he  oould 
Bot  see  in  what  other  way  It  oonld  be  done, 
when  Congress  did  not  possess  the  power  itself. 
Tha  second  objection  was,  that,  by  the  pro- 
Ttnons  of  the  bill,  the  justices  of  the  peace  iu 
the  State  of  Ohio  were  to  exercise  jurisdiction 
Over  offwders  agunst  the  law,  and  to  enforce 
its  provisiong.  Certainly,  si^d  Mr.  P.,  we  oan- 
not  ^ve  this  jurisdiction  to  those  officers  of  the 
State  of  Ohio.  The  constitution  provides,  that 
"  the  judicial  power  o(  the  United  States  shall 
be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such 
inferior  courts  as  the  Congress  may,  from  time, 
to  time,  ordain  and  estabush."  Oak  we  travel 
out  of  the  oonrse  lud  down  fbr  ns  in  the  oon- 
fldtntion,  and  give  an  authority  to  State  officers 
to  enforce  our  laws — ^ve  them  a  jnrisdiotion 
which  we  have  no  authority  to  do  by  the  con- 
atitntioD  I  No,  said  Mr.  P. ;  we  have  not  the 
power  to  constitute  these  officers,  quoad  hoe, 
judicial  officers  of  the  United  States.  The 
course  which  he  should  prefer,  and  which 
should  be  pursued,  was,  to  cede  that  part  of 
the  road  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  passing  through 
her  boundaries,  and  so  on  to  other  States,  to 
the  whole  length  of  the  road :  for  this  was  the 
worst  GoTemment  in  Qm  world  to  have  the 
manigement  of  the  roads.  He  had  thrown  out 
these  views  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate, 
and  he  hopei  honorable  gentlemen  would  agree 
wHh  him  in  the  expediency  of  an  entire  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  LimrosTOir  said  that  the  gentieman  from 
Mississippi,  vho  had  Just  taken  his  seat,  mis- 
took, a  little,  the  provisions  of  the  bill.  It  did 
not  grant  a  power  to  erect  toll  gates,  but  sim- 
ply gave  the  aasent  of  Congress  to  the  State  of 
Ohio  to  do  BO.  The  road  passed  through  the 
Braita  of  the  State,  but  was  constructed  by  the 
United  States.  Many  persons  were  of  opinion 
that,  because  the  road  was  made  witn  the 
m(mej  of  th«  United  States,  ihsre&m  it  was 
Tob.  XL— 16 
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the  property  of  the  United  States — others  were 
of  opinion  that  the  road  was  constructed  in 
pursuance  of  the  power  possessed  by  the  Gov- 
emmeat  to  make  post  roods ;  and  on  these  two 
cases  many  disputes  might  arise.  He  was  op- 
posed to  ceding  the  road  to  the  Statei*.  Mr.  L. 
rrauarked  that  it  was  the  State  of  Ohio  which 
gave  the  power  referred  to  the  justlees  of  the 
peace,  and  not  Congress;  we,  in  sanctioning 
□er  law,  simply  assent  that  she  shall  have  ih» 
power  to  give  the  jurisdiotioa  to  these  offioera 
expressed  in  the  bul,  and  do  not  appoint  them 
oniseltes.  Mr.  L.  made  a  reference  to  the  in- 
spection and  other  laws  of  the  8tate&  whldi 
were  sanctioned  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, but  were  not  laws  of  Congress.  He 
wished  similar  provisions  to  those  oont^ned  in 
the  present  bill  could  be  extended  to  every 
State  through  whi<A  roads  ran,  construoted  by 
the  United  States. 

Hr.  PoiNDBXTEB  thought  be  discovered,  in 
the  arguments  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  a 
distinction  without  a  difference.  If  the  aasent 
of  Congress  was  necessary  to  give  elbct  to  a 
law  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  then  we  certainb- 
transferred  to  her  a  power  to  do  that  wHoix 
she  could  not  do  herself.  If  die  hod  a  ri^t  to 
exercise  the  power  proposetl  to  be  given  in  this 
bill,  without  our  consent,  tlien  the  bill  is  use- 
less;  but  if  our  assent  is  necessary,  then  our 
act  is  the  only  thing  which  gives  a  binding 
effect  to  the  law  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Where 
was  the  difference  in  our  acting  on  subjects  of 
this  kind  subseq[uent1y  or  anteriorly  ?  In  the 
present  case,  the  Legislature  had  acted  before* 
hand,  and  sent  their  law  to  us  for  our  assent  to 
its  provisions.  If  we  were  to  pass  a  law  be* 
forehand,  ^vii^  them  the  power  now  sought 
to  be  obnine^  and  tbey  saw  proper  to  act 
upon  the  subject,  would,  it  not  amount  to  the 
same  thio^  t  The  justices  of  the  peace  in  Ohio, 
he  nuuntamed,  would,  in  this  instance,  act  en- 
tirely dependent  on  our  will ;  and,  in  granting 
them  the  power  sought  to  be  obtained,  we 
were  going  beyond  the  provisions  of  the  oon- 
stitntion. 

Mr.  Ltviksston  said  be  would  state  the  dif- 
ference in  the  two  cases,  and  it  was  the  same 
difference  which  existed  between  a  compromise 
and  a  suit  at  law.  Might  not,  two  parties  being 
at  variance,  one  offer  a  compromise  far  the  set- 
tlement of  their  di^rences,  and  the  other  re- 
fuse, because  he  would  say,  if  I  do  agree  to  a 
compromise,  yon  will  say  that  I  admit  you  have 
the  right  on  your  side.  As  to  the  justices  al 
the  peace,  when  they  came  to  act,  it  would  not 
be  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  Con^^ress,  but  under 
the  provisiims  of  the  law  of  Ohio, 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  said  he  could  not  vote  for  the 
bill  in  its  present  shape.  He  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  m>m  Kississipp!  in  his  views  of  the 
matter,  and  would  cheemilly  vote  for  a  cession 
of  the  rood,  if  the  State  of  Ohio,  or  any  other 
State  concerned,  was  willing  to  take  it  He 
was  among  those  who  believed  that  the  United 
States  oould  claim  no  jurisdiction  ovw  the 
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property.  The  State  of  Ohio  asked  of  no  a 
jQrisdiotaon  which  we  could  not  give,  said  Mr. 
F.,  becanae  we  had  not  the  power.  Oede  the 
property  to  her,  and  she  might  ezerdse  sDch 
legislation  in  relation  to  the  road  aa  she  might 
see  proper.  He  regretted  that  he  conid  not 
Tote  for  the  biil ;  he  had  assigned  his  reasons 
why  he  oonld  not.  He  was  willing  to  surren- 
der every  section  of  the  road  to  the  States  in- 
terested, if  they  wcnild  keep  it  in  repair, 

Mr.  RuoeuB  uid.  this  waff  tiie  thixd  effort 
which  had  lieen  made  to  piev«at  the  road  from 
going  to  mis.  There  was  no  other  method 
tliat  conld  he  parsaed  to  aocomplish  the  wd  in 
view.  Bills  for  the  preservation  (rf  the  road 
had  been  before  Oon^-ess  on  eeveral  occasions, 
but  without  snooeas.  One  did  pass  the  two 
Hoases.  bat  was  rejected  by  the  then  President 
— ^Hr.  Monroe.  Other  projects  had  been  tried, 
but  nothing  finally  done.  The  State  did  not 
oontemplate  deriving  a  revenne  from  the  tolls 
collected;  their  only  ol^ect  was,  to  keep  the 
Toad  in. repair,  and  to  uiis  purpose  the  funds 
wonld  be  applied.  It  would  be  to  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States  to  assent  to  the  act;  uidif, 
in  the  present  case,  the  assent  (tf  Congress  was 
obtaioM,  the  Stitea  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  wonld  hereafter  adopt  simihu- 
measares.  Some  measure,  to  keep  the  road  from 
dila^ndation  and  ruin,  should  be  epeedOy  re- 
sorted to.  It  was  the  best  road  in  the  country ; 
bat,  unless  early  attended  to,  must  go  to  deoay. 
He  thought  the  bill  prescribed  the  best  course 
that  could  be  adopted,  and  hoped  it  would  pass. 
Ohio  did  not  ask  for  or  want  the  road;  she 
rimply  widied  the  power  to  presorve  it  from 
destmotion.  • 

Vx.  BuBHBT  said,  there  was  one  point  of 
view.  In  which  the  snlnect  might  be  presented, 
which  he  thought  would  remove  the  difficulty 
under  which  the  Senator  from  Ifississippi 
seemed  to  labor.  The  national  road,  he  sud, 
bad  given  rise  to  questions  of  dovbtful  or  dis- 
puted jurisdiction.  Many  persons  of  informa- 
tion and  legal  talents  were  of  opinion  that  the 
jurisdiction  vested  in  the  State  through  which 
the  road  passed ;  others,  equally  well  infonned 
and  of  equal  legal  talents,  were  of  a  ^fiferent 
opinion;  they  thought  the  jurisdiction  was  in 
Congress,  and  in  this  state  of  things  the  road 
was  fast  going  to  ruin.  For  the  purpose  of 
obviating  the  effects  of  this  collision  of  opinion, 
without  meeting  the  contested  question,  the 
Legislatar^  of  Ohio,  he  said,  hos  passed  a  law, 
exerdshug  a-jurisdiotion  in  Mrt,  mth  a  proviso 
that  it  should  not  be  carried  iDto  efl^  with- 
out the  consent  of  Congress.  The  whole 
amount  of  the  matter  then  was,  that  the  con- 
tending parties,  by  this  bill,  consented  that 
Ohio  should  take  charge  of  the  road,  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  it,  leaving  the  question 
of  right  as  it  heretofore  stood — unsettled  end 
undecided.  The  Senator  from  Mississippi  had 
certainly  misapprehended  the  bill ;  he  had  cou- 
^dered  the  language  of  Legislature  as  being 
the  lutgoage  m  OtmgreeB,  by  sappwdng  that 
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the  latter  was  about  to  vest  jurisdiction  by  this 
bill  in  the  officers  and  courts  of  the  State, 
when,  in  fact,  it  was  the  enactment  of  Ohio 
which  gave  the  jurisdiction,  and  when  Con- 
gress were  required  to  do  nothing  more  than 
exprees  their  approbation  of  the  course  pntsned 
by  that  State — all  the  power  to  be  ex^vised  by 
those  courts  and  officers  would  be  derived  from 
the  State,  by  an  express  enactment,  in  whkh 
the  ITnitea  States  were  nether  named  bot  re- 
ferred to  aa  having  any  agency  in  the  matter. 
If  a  State,  said  he,  by  statute,  gavejurladietioa 
to  her  own  tribunals  and  offloers,  CongresB,  by 
expressing  ita  approbation  of  the  measure,  wffi 
not  become  the  grantor  of  that  jurisdiction ;  it 
would  still  1>e  an  authority  derived  ezdunvely 
from  the  State. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  cn-dering  die 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and 
detennined  in  the  affirmative. 

jpunitkmmtt /or  Jhu^Uag, 
Mr.  Lrmrenoir  aulrndtted  the  fiiUowliig  n» 

olution : 

RmiMd,  That  a  Select  Conmiittee  be  app^ted 
to  examine  and  report  whether  any  legidauve  pr^- 
viiion  ia  expedient,  in  order  to  prevent  utd  poniah 
the  praotioe  of  dnelling  in  the  District  of  ColBmbia, 
and  that  tlkejr  have  leave  to  report  b;  bill  or  otber- 
wiae. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Itr,  L.  remarked, 
that  when  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  for 
the  punishment  of  crimes  in  the  Disfriot  of  Co- 
lumbia, was  under  connderatiou,  some  excep- 
tion was  made  to  that  clause  which  related  to 
the  punishment  for  duelling.  Not  to  hazard 
that  bill,  the  clause  had  l>een  stricken  out,  with 
a  view  to  come  at  the  subject  by  the  i^iiMiint- 
ment  of  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  a 
special  bill  relative  to  dndling.  Widi  this  vinr 
he  had  offered  the  resolution,  and  be  doubted 
not  that  a  Mil  might  be  reported  in  time  to  be 
acted  on  at-the  present  sesnon. 

The  resolution  was  tiien  agreed  to^  anA 
Messrs.  LmNoeroir,  Hathk,  and  Oumn 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Turhuh  Commiation — Power  of  the  PreiidmU 
to  OrigivaU  Mimons. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  conrideration 
of  the  amendments  to  the  appropriation  Wi, 
the  question  being  on  the  motions  of  Messrs. 
Tazewbu.  and  Kan. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  said  he  was  in  &vor  of  On 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  £pom  Stt- 
nois,  (Mr.  Kabb.)  He  was  satined  of  ita  striot 
propriety,  by  his  recollection  of  what  occurred 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  year 
1818,  when  he  occupied  in  the  House  the  posi- 
tion now  occupied  in  the  Senate  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tazewell,)  who  first  open- 
ed the  discussion.  Mr.  Monroe  bad  appointed 
three  distinguished  citizens  commissioners  to 
go  to  Spanish  America,  to  examine  into  the 
political  condition  of  tlie  States  stinging  to 
,  maintain  thdr  iadepende&oe.  He  had  pnu- 
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ised  them  BslarieB  at  the  rate  of  |6,000 per  sniram 
eacii,  and  had  gtvea  them  a  secretary  with  a  sal- 
ary of  SwOOO  or  8,000  dollars.  These  gentlemen 
ud  all  been  appointed  daring  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  and  were  not  nomin^ed  at  the  eosoiog 
■esnon.  They  had  left  the  United  States  on 
ihtAe  mission  before  Oongress  met  Their  mis- 
sion was  one  of  the  topics  of  the  £xeeative 
message  at  the  opoiing  of  Oongress.  The  ap- 
propriation bill  of  that  year  was  reported  with 
a  clanse  making  a  specific  appropriation  for  the 
payment  of  therc  commissioners  and  their  sec- 
retary. The  l^»eaker  of  the  Hooae,  Hr.  Clay, 
•mho  was  Jnrt  be^^ning  to  dii^lay  B^ptoma 
of  hostility  to  the  adminutratiMi,  inqnind  into 
the  authority  Dot  maUng  those  appomtaients — 
doubted  proprie^,  and  condemned  the  ex- 
pediency of  theoL  After  a  consaltatioa  with 
that  distingoished  statesnum,  the  late  Mr. 
Lowndes,  the  poritj  of  whose  oharaoter,  the 
flonndnesB  of  whose  jadgment  whose  honorable 
ambition,  with  not  enoogh  of  the  alloy  of  self- 
iatmess  in  it  to  make  it  enrruit  in  the  world's 
traffic,  ga?e  to  hie  opinions,  while  he  lived,  the 
moat  imposing  weight.  Mr.  F.  proposed  to 
strike  from  the  appropriation  bill  the  specific 
jifpropriation,  and  to  add  the  amonnt  reqoired 
»r  the  payment  of  the  oomnusBifmerB  to  the 
am  aet  apart  as  the  oontiiigMit  flmd  for  foreign 
iatevoonrse.  ^le  amen&ient  was  adopted 
witfaoBt  a  dividon,  and  proved  acceptable  to 
the  Senate.  The  object  was  to  throw  the  ez- 
penditore  npoa  that  fond  which  was  intmsted 
to  the  abaomte  discretion  d  the  President,  to 
prevoit  any  inferences  nnfavorable  to  the  con- 
trolling power  of  the  Senate  in  confirming  ap- 

¥ointmuita,  and  of  the  House  in  creating  offices, 
he  confidential  agento  appointed  to  negotiate 
«  treaty  with  Turkey  have  been  appointed 
ander  the  same  authority  that  was  exercised  in 
1818  by  Mr.  Monroe.  If  there  was  any  differ- 
ence in  priiuHple,  the  diff^wioe  was  in  &vor  of 
the  present  aomudstrataoD.  The  eommlsdoaers 
to  Spanii^  America  were  pnblio  poliUoal  f^nts 
vith  fixed  salaries,  proteeted  by  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  in  tow  voyage,  and  by  the  com- 
nussions  fnm  l^e  Secu^tary  of  State,  bearing 
letters  to  tiie  Governments  they  were  sent  to 
visit,  and  entitied  to  respect  in  their  known 
pobUo  political  character  from  all  civilized 
nationsL  The  agents  to  Turkey  were  secret 
agents,  without  salaries,  authorized  to  make  a 
treaty  of  commerce,  if  practicable,  witbont  let- 
ten  of  eredoioe  to  any  power,  uid  entitled  to 
no  peooliar  proteotum  except  from  the  TnrUsfa 
Govemment^  with  whose  omc«^  it  was  neoes- 
aaty  for  them  to  confer,  to  ascert^  the  prao- 
tie^flifyof  ^!Mting  the  object  in  view.  There 
aertainly  was  no  course  of  reasoning  that  wonld 
make  Messrs.  Rhind,  Offley,  and  Biddle  In  the 
recent,  and  Messrs.  Offley  and  Orane  in  the 
former,  effort  to  negotiate  secretly  with  Tor- 
key,  officMrs  of  Government,  whose  appoint- 
ments ought  to  be  provided  for  by  law,  or  sub* 
jeot  to  the  oontroUing  power  of  the  Setute^  that 
would  not  man  tttoof^  *PS^  to  the  case  of 


the  cMnmiarionerB^  Bland,  Bodn^,  and  Gra- 
ham, and  their  secretary,  Brat^nridge,  who 
were  sent  to  the  South  ijnerioan  States  by  Mr. 
Monroe. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  hoped  that  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Illinoifl 
would  have  met  the  approbation  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Xazkwbll,)  as  he  pro- 
fessed a  perfect  readiness  to  p^  liberally  for 
the  services  rendered,  if  no  inference  agunst 
tiie  power  of  the  Senate  could  be  drawn  from 
it.  ^e  contends,  however,  that  sach  an  infer- 
ence wUl  be  Justifiable,  if  the  payment  is  not 
mada  on  the  personal  applicaaoi  oi  the  per- 
sms  who  rendered  the  service,  by  a  Inll  ^eoaat- 
ly  rmorted  for  their  relief,  and  originating  in 
the  House  of  BepresoitatjTes.  Mr.  F.  did  not 
agree  with  the  Senator  on  this  poiatL  All  that 
could  be  le^timately  inferred  from  the  pro- 
posed increase  of  the  contingent  fund  was,  that 
Oongress  decided  Uiat  the  commissioners  should 
be  remunerated  for  services  rendered  in  Turkey. 
The  amendment  proposed  by  the  other  Senator 
fi^m  Virginia  (Mr.  Ttlbb)  appeared  to  be, 
therefore,  nnnecessary  to  the  protection  of  the 
Senate,  and  objectionable ;  as,  with  the  osten- 
aihle  punrase  of  extracting  a  conoln^on  not 
liable  to  be  drawn,  it  gave  oooarioa  to  one,  nn- 
Justifiable  in  itself  reflscting  nppn  the  present 
Administration,  aod  tiie  present  Administration 
only.  Mr.  F,,  while  he  believed  the  present 
disonsuon  neither  called  for^  nor  in  place,  was 
not  unwilliog  to  express  his  opinions  on  the 
question  suggested  by  the  Senators  from  Vir- 
ginia, or  those  really  involved  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  payment  of  the  Tmrkish  commia- 
Bioners.  He  coincided  in  opinion  with  the  Sen- 
ator on  his  right,  (Mr.  Tazbwbli,)  that,  unce 
the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Government, 
the  Executive  had  gained  upon  the  legislative 
branches  of  the  Government,  had  encroached 
npon  the  authority  of  the  Senate :  and  whenr 
ever  any  Senator  presented  hinuetf  to  restore 
the  true  principles  of  the  constitution — to  vin- 
dicate the  powers  of  the  Senate,  Hr.  F.  would 
afford  his  hearty  sapport,  without  stopping  to 
iuqaire  over  whose  prostrate  fortunes  it  was 
necessary  to  march,  in  effecting  that  great  ob- 
ject In  the  impoi-tant  business  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse, it  appeared  to  him  that  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  intended  that  every  negoti- 
ation, from  its  inception  to  its  consummation, 
aboidd  be  made  known  to,  and,  to  a  certun  ex- 
tent, be  under  the  control  o^  the  Senate.  In 
the  first  years  of  the  Government  sneh  seemed 
to  have  been  the  practioe.  General  Waalung- 
ton  freqnentiy  presented  to-  tlds  bo^  sncu 
qnestions  as  these:  KuU  a  ncwotiation  be 
opened  with  sach  a  power?  Shall  instructions 
to  this  or  tiiat  effect  be  given  ?  Shall  a  treaty 
be  formed,  if  the  mntoal  stipulations  indicated 
should  be  agreed  ont  In  this  practioe  Gen- 
eral Washington  did  not  persist.  An  event  oc- 
curred in  1796,  having  no  doubt  some  influence 
in  justifying,  in  the  minds  of  oor  Fresideuts,  if 
it  aid  not  oceamon,  tixia  change.  A  sal^eot  of 
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TUt  ooiueqnenoea  was  submitted  to  the  decis- 
ion (tf  the  Soiate  in  secret  exeoative  session, 
nnder  the  most  sacred  obligation  not  to  be  dis- 
closed bj  any  Senator.  Ko  sooner  had  the  Sen- 
ate a^Ioomed,  than  the  whole  matter  was 
spread  before  the  public  by  a  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Ur.  Hfison.)  The  whole  country  was 
thrown  into  oonftision ;  warm,  animated,  angry 
disoosdon  followed,  and  all  the  serricea,  and 
Tirtaes,  and  character  of  Wadiingtm  were  in- 
anffident  to  aave  him  from  the  censure  and  re- 
proach of  ft  part  of  the  coontry.  Mr.  .F.  did 
not  oenanra  that  dlsdosnre ;  those  to  whom  the 
Snfttor  was  responsible  applauded  the  act ;  he 
wonld  not  qnestion  their  decision. 

It  was  soon  found,  as  the  Qovemment  moved 
on,  that  if  a  desire  was  felt  that  any  subject 
should  be  bruited  about  in  every  comer  of  the 
United  States,  should  become  the  topic  of  uni- 
versal diBcassion,  nothing  more  was  necessary 
than  to  dcwe  the  doors  of  the  Senate  chamber, 
and  make  it  the  object  of  secret,  confidential 
deliberation.  Oar  own  experience  shows  that, 
in  this  respect,  there  has  been  do  improvement ; 
the  art  ta  keeping  State  aeereta  Is  no  better 
vndenrtood  now  uian  it  fbrmeHy  was.  Tet, 
with  these  facta  before  the  public,  the  honorable 
BcNoator  fiom  Virginia,  nearest  to  hin],  (Mr. 
^TnxBy)  asaertB  th^  the  Senate  is  a  perfectly 
nft  depoflitmy  for  all  the  secrets  of  oar  fordgn 
dif^omacy. 

This  change  in  the  course  of  the  Execntive 
Department  oad  been  submitted  to  without  cen- 
sure or  resistance.  Ko  individual  Senator, 
even  as  far  as  Mr.  F.  was  informed,  had  ever 
made  an  effort  to  drive  the  Execntive  into  a 
full  and  frank  disdoeure  of  the  mysteries  of  our 
foreign  intercourse,  or  to  sustun  a  olum  to 
contrd,  by  senatorial  advice,  the  oharaoter  and 
ezent  of  w»  InstraoUons  (dven  to  oiir  fcmisn 
Kiniflters  or  agents.  Thinking,  as  Mr.  F.  did, 
tiiat  the  oonstitadon  intended  toe  Senate  should 
be  previooaly  consnlted  on  all  points  of  foreini 
negotiation,  he  was  yet  compelled  to  admit 
that  the  nsage  cf  the  Government  had  been 
uniformly  Inconnstent  with  that  opinion.  Upon 
the  question  of  appointments  to  new  foreign 
missions  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  on  which 
the  gentleman  from  Vir^nia  on  his  right  (Ur. 
Tazbwbll)  had  dwelt  with  so  much  zeal  and 
earnestness — ^the  right  of  the  President  to  orig- 
inate new  missions  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  although  exercised  in  many  oasee.  and 
asserted  on  a  recent  oocauon  by  the  late  Fred- 
denL  had  not  been  reristed  by  the  Senate.  In- 
dividnal  Senators  had  omdemned,  and  had 
asked  the  Senate  to  join  in  the  censure  of  such 
acts  and  pretensions ;  hut  the  Senate  had,  on 
every  occasion,  evaded  a  decision. 

Both  the  great  parties  into  which  the  people 
were  supposed  to  be  divided,  had  united  in  uie 
expediency  of  avoiding  coUiaion  with  the  Pres- 
ident on  Uiis  question  of  power. 

The  motions  of  Mr.  Qore,  censuring  the  ap- 
pcnntment  by  Mr.  Madison  during  the  recess  of 
file  Senate,  of  MeBon.  GaDatin,  B^ard,  to 
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treat  under  the  Russian  mediation,  were  laid 
on  the  table  by  the  republican  votes  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  motion  of  the  present  Secretary  oi 
the  Kavy,  (Mr.  Branch,)  condmning  the  pre> 
tensions  of  Mr.  Adams^  that  he,  as  PresideD^ 
was  competent  to  appoint  Ministers  to  the  Con- 
gress of  Panama,  was  laid  on  the  table  by  the 
Tote  of  the  friends  of  the  late  Administration. 
So  far  aa  a  judgment  was  to  be  formed  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate,  ai^  Precodent  had  a 
ru^t  to  oonolnde,  whatever  nu^  be  the  <^inion 
cs  his  cabinet,  or  of  some  of  his  distinguished 
friends  in  tSthw  or  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
that  his  power  to  make  appointments  to  new 
mis^ons  during  the  recess  of  this  body  was  ad- 
mitted by  the  Senate  itself.  Mr.  F.  did  not  im- 
pnto  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to 
assert  its  constitutional  nghts,  to  party  consid- 
erations alone ;  although  it  had  unfortunately 
happened  that  these  questions  were  always 
stirred  in  high  party  times,  and  pressed  with 
a  view  to  party  effect ;  the  sul^ect  was  one  of 
difficulty ;  and  whenever  it  is  canvassed  as  it 
ought  to  be,  with  a  single  eye  to  the  relative 
constitotional  power  of  the  Prendent  and  Sen- 
ate, it  wonld  be  found  that  a  decirion  either  in 
&Tor  <Hr  or  against  the  power  of  the  Prendent 
alone  to  appoint  to  new  misaions,  would  be  at- 
tended with  serioos  danger  to  the  public  inter- 
est. He  was  prepared,  whenever,  m  executive 
sesrion,  it  was  proposed  nnconne(^«d  with  par- 
ty strife,  for  the  expression  by  tiie  Senate  of  a 
fixed  opinion ;  and  to  adhere  to  that  opinion  in 
all  fritare  interoonrse  with  the  Ohiu  Miapft- 
trate. 

Apart  bom  these  questions,  tiie  experience 
of  the  o(mfederation  having  shown  the  nece»- 
rity  of  secret  confidential  agmdes  in  forogn 
conntries,  very  early  In  the  progress  at  ue 
Federal  Govanunent  a  fond  was  set  apart  to 
be  expended  at  the  discretion  ot  the  Pnsident 
of  the  United  States  on  his  responsibility  only, 
called  the  contingent  fund  of  foreign  inter- 
oonrse. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  on  his 
right  (Mr.  Tazbwbix)  mpposed  that  this  fund 
was  for  the  payment  of  spies  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, who  might  be  imprisoned  or  hung,  if  de- 
tected, with  his  free  will,  as  the  United  States 
were  not  bound  to  protect  them.  This  wonld 
depend  upon  their  character ;  if  American  cat- 
izens,  they  would  be  entitled  to  protection ; 
and  that  protection  shoold,  at  eveiy  hazard,  be 
affinded:  but  this  term  ^y,  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman chooses  to  confine  the  use  <^  this  eaa- 
tingent  fkmd,  will  not  answer  his  purpose.  Foi- 
eign  Ministers  are  defined  to  be  privileged  q^ee^ 
sent  abroad  to  He  for  the  benefit  of  thcdr  conn- 
try,  (the  last  part  of  this  definition  Mr.  F. 
hoped  was  not  always  accurate.)  If  the  Pres- 
ident can,  on  the  strength  of  this  contingent 
fund,  appointspie8,hecanappointthe  privileged 
F^iea.  Bat  on  what  ground  does  tiie  gende- 
man  narrow  down  the  nse  of  this  contingent 
fhnd  ?  It  was  given  for  all  purposes  to  which 
a  secret  service  fond  should  or  amid  be  applied 
for  the  pubUc  benefit.  For  ^iea,  if  genti«- 
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man  pleaaes ;  for  persoiu  mxt  pabltdy  and  se- 
oretlj  to  search  for  importaot  loformatiou,  po- 
litical Qr  commercial ;  for  agents  to  carry  con- 
fidential instraotionB)  written  or  totImI,  to  oar 
fortini  Hiniaters^  in  n^tiations  where  secreej 
vas  uie  dement  of  aaoeeas ;  for  agents  to  faSl 
the  poise  of  foreign  QoTemmeBte,  to  ascertain 
if  treatiesi,  commercial  or  politiod,  coald  be 
formed  with  them,  and  with  power  to  form 
theoif  if  practicable.  Such  osea  have  been 
<|ueDtlj  mode  of  this  fund :  indeed,  the  propri- 
ety of  thus  using  it  is  now,  for  the  first  time, 
doubted.  Why  ia  it  publicly  discussed  f  Mr. 
F.  could  not  probably  speak  of  what  the  exeo- 
ntivQ  journal  did,  bat  he  was  aathorized  to  say 
what  It  dill  not  coatain.  The  Senate  had  not 
censured  or  doubted  the  propriety  of  t^e  ap- 
pointment of  the  agents  to  make  a  treaty  with 
Tnrkey.  No  oommittee  of  that  body,  no  indi- 
Tidoal  Senator  had  proposed  to  the  Senate  to 
express  any  opimon  on  the  satyect.  Bot,  on 
tills  petty  appropriati<Mi.  tlie  grare  oonstita- 
tioaafqaeBtion  is  stirred  here  by  bot^  Senators 
from  Virginia — the  one  (Mr.  Tazkwkll)  from 
despair;  the  other,  (Mr.  Tvueb,)  because  an  at- 
tack ought  to  be  openly  m^de. 

To  the  first  Senator,  Mr.  F.  woald  sorest 
that  patriotism  should  never  despair  of  the  re- 1 
pablic ;  and  that  the  people  might  possibly  re- 
mind him  that  he  should  not  invoke  Hercalea 
until  he  put  bis  own  shoolder  to  the  wheel. 
The  other  Senator  discloses  the  purpose  of  his 
movemoit;  it  ia  an  attack.  Certainly  the 
place  is  well  ohosen,  and  the  attack  ia  in  tiiie 
Dick  of  time,  Mr.  F.  thought  the  ejeoatiTe 
sesKon  was  the  tnie  place  to  vindicate  the 
rights  of  the  Senate  in  its  intercourse  with  the 
Chief  Ma^strate — that  the  judgment  of  the 
Senate  ought  to  1m  distinctly  expressed,  not 
left  to  obscure  inferences  from  omisdons  or  ex- 
presaiona  in  ^propriatioa  a/ate — ^Uiese  were 
proper  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  which 
could  only  through  appropriations  check  the  ir- 
regnlar  or  dangerous  action  of  the  Execntivo, 
but  not  in  the  Senate.  Tet  he  admitted  the 
propriety  of  taking  any  and  every  importunity 
to  ^ve  warning  to  ^e  States  uid  to  the  people. 
This  being  the  avowed  ot^ect,  no  allnuon  to 
the  handwriting  on  the  wall  was  neoessaiy. 
The  Administration  was  in  the  balance,  and  the 
people  will  deude  whether  it  is  or  is  not  want- 
uig  in  fidelity  to  its  trust  Some  remarks  had 
been  indulged  io^  on  the  manner  of  the  Sena- 
tors from  Virginia  in  their  discussion  of  this 
subject  Mr.  F.  was  too  much  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  freely  to  find  fault  with  it  in  others — 
indeed,  ae  was  always  like  Iiocksley,  the  Bob- 
inhood  of  Ivanhoe,  ready  to  add  his  halo 

whenever  be  saw  a  good  shot  or  a  gallant 
blow."  If  disposed  to  criticize  he  shonld  find 
the  oppoute  £iuilt  with  both  the  Senators— they 
were  far  too  conrtly  for  the  meridian  of  the 
United  States.  They  bad  adopted  and  acted 
npon  the  maxim  of  courtly  contmental  Europe, 
and  of  the  palace  of  St  James.  The  Chief 
Uagistrate  ean  do  no  wrong — the  Ministers  are 


responnble— ^n  them  let  the  weight  of  public 
indignation  fidi ;  and  one  of  the  gentlemen  (Mr. 
Tazbwkll)  had  gone  so  far  aa  to  express  the 
sentiment  that  he  was  willing  to  .hare  the 
maxim  niUversally  acted  upon,  if  the  oaUnet 
Ministers  could  be,  as  in  En^imd,  brought  to 
the  block  for  ^ving  nnoonstitalional  advice  to 
the  President  Until  the  oonstitntion  changes, 
the  Chief  only  is  responsible  for  Executive 
acts ;  he  may  take  the  advice  of  his  Secreta- 
ries if  he  thinks  proper ;  but  there  is  no  obli- 
gation upon  him  either  to  take  or  to  follow  that 
advice ;  and  if  ho  does  both,  he  does  not  escape 
the  oousequences — he  is  morally,  constitution- 
ally, and  legally  answerable  for  all  Executive 
acts ;  and  Ur.  F.  thanked  God  that  whenever 
there  should  be  use  for  the  headsman's  axe, 
tbwe  was  no  officer  of  this  QoTemment  too 
high  nor  too  low  to  eseqw  its  edg&  The  pres- 
ent Chief  Maristrate  asks  not  the  IntrodueticKi 
of  this  daviah  doctrine— late  dlsooreries  show 
that  he  is  not  wilting  to  assume  the  obligations 
of  others,  bnt  he  has  never  shrunk  from  his 
own.  If  there  is  one  cbaraeteiistio  i^ve  all 
others  peculiarly  dlstioguishing  the  man,  it  is 
the  fearlessness  with  which  he  throws  himself 
upon  responsibility ;  not  with  the  reckless  In- 
difference of  a  profiigate,  bnt  with  the  generous 
confidence  of  an  honest  mind.  Surprised  as 
Mr.  F.  was,  at  this  unusual  effort  to  sbrike  oveb 
tiie  President's  shoulders  at  objects  behind  him, 
and  sheltered  by  his  constitutional  shield,  he 
was  still  more  struck  with  the  distinctions  made 
in  selecting  pouits  of  attack.  The  Senatw 
who  led  ue  usault  (Mr.  Tukwbix)  charged 
upon  the  four  members  of  the  cabinet,  who  had 
been  formerly  members  of  the  Senate,  upbraid- 
ed them  for  the  inconsistency  of  the  condn<^ 
of  the  Executive  with  certain  opinions  recorded 
in  the  joumaJs  of  the  Senate  during  the  Pana- 
ma disottssions ;  and  with  ^ving  to  the  Preudent 
advice  to  viola^the  constitution.  The  Secreta- 
ries of  State,  mr,  and  Navy,  and  tiie  Attor- 
ney-General, were  condemned  for  having  ad- 
vised, or  for  not  having  prevented  by  their  ad- 
vice, a  violation  of  toat  sacred  Instroment 
Why  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnzy  ezelnd- 
ed  ?  He,  too,  is  a  coostitutioQal  adviser  of  die 
Preddent,  under  the  like  obligations  to  give 
good  oooncU,  and,  by  so  doing,  preventing  tIo- 
lationa  of  tiie  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
ooontiy.  On  all  the  important  questions  aris- 
ing out  of  tiie  Panama  mission,  there  was  lit- 
tle cUfferenoe  of  opinion  among  the  then  oppo- 
sition fiar^,  of  which  the  Secretary  from  Penn- 
sylvania was  a  most  active  member ;  and,  al- 
though not  recorded  here,  his  opinions  stand 
upon  record  elsewhere  on  thoee  questions. 
Why  is  he  of  Pennsylvania  excused  by  the 
Senator,  (Mr.  Tazbwell,)  when  he  of  New 
York,  and  he  of  Tennessee^  and  he  of  NortJi 
Carolina,  and  he  of  GecHrgia,  are  condemned 
without  Bomple  or  mercy  t  Even  this  di»  ' 
erimioatioD,  diwnlar  as  it  is,  is  mipassed  by 
that  of  the  o(£er  gentleman  tnm  Vliginia, 
(Mr.  Txuol)  BOf  too^  seems  to  have  a  &vor- 
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ite  in  the  cabinet,  the  Becretaiy  of  the  KaTj, 
(Bntnch,)  whom  be  has  anzioaBl;'  Booght  to 
draw  oat  of  barm's  waj  from  tiie  deadly  raoge 
(tf  the  too  hot  fire  of  his  oolleagiu.  Oaonot 
onr  NaT7  stand  flref    Now  this  Seoretai? 

Sdi-anch)  was  the  author  of  the  resolutions 
rooght  up  in  judgment  against  the  cabinet — 
tite  approbation  of  the  other  three  Secreta- 
ries is  inferred  from  their  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion to  lajr  them  on  the  table — an  inference, 
every  SMiator  knows  is  not  always  correct. 
Yet  the  anthor  is  to  be  excnsed,  tiie  inferred 
approverB  condemned.  It  cannot  be  sapposed 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  ignorant  of 
this  secret  negotiation  with  Tarkey.  By  the 
facts  communicated  to  the  Senate,  he  is  the 
only  one,  besides  the  Secretary  of  State,  who 
oertaioly  was  informed  of  it.  The  expenses  of 
the  agency  w^re  advanoed  hj  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  repaid  ont  of  tiie  contingent  fiond  of 
fbreign  interconrse. 

The  commander  of  the  Mediterranean  squad- 
ron was  one  of  the  commi»ioners,  and  had  in- 
structions from  the  Kavy  Department,  about 
the  funds  to  be  used  in  the  negotiation  and  the 
movements  of  his  ships,  to  fiicilitate  its  suooess. 
Yet,  although  he  did  know,  and  it  is  uncertain 
whether  two  other  members  of  the  cabinet  did 
or  did  not  know  any  thing  about  it,  he  is  not 
«)nly  carefully  moved  out  of  the  way  of  re- 
proach, but  is  made  the  subject  of  a  special 
eulogium.  He  from  North  Carolina  is  the  true 
republican  of  the  old  democratic  principles.  He 
is  a  star  who  never  suffered  dun  edips^  nor 
shed  disastrous  twilight  over  half  the  nations ; 
nor,  Ur.  F.  woald  add,  with  fear  of  change, 
perplexed  monarchs — and  Mr.  F.  would  say  fbr- 
ther,  if  disposed  to  indulge  in  a  prophetic  spirit, 
that  the  honorable  Secretary  never  would.  No 
disparagement  to  the  worthy  gentleman  was 
Intended ;  the  poetry  and  the  prophecy  might 
be  applied  to  all,  and  to  any  of  his  associf^. 
Those  who  were  disposed  to  spKulate  curiously 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  hour,  might  in- 
vestigate the  causes  of  these  strange  discrimi- 
nations. You  and  I,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr. 
F.,  adopting  the  habit  of  our  New  England 
brethren,  m%ht  make  shrewd  guesses  at  the 
true  causes ;  but  whether  our  guesses  would  fly 
at  random,  or  directly  to  the  mark,  is  not  at 
present  of  much  importance — ^now,  it  is  neces* 
aary  only  to  mark  the  &ct  that  the  discrimina- 
tion is  made.  Leaving  the  favored  pair  to  re- 
oice,  the  one  at  his  perfect,  and  the  other  at 
is  partial  immunity,  and  the  unfortunate  tri- 
umvirate to  repine  at  their  fate,  and  bear,  with 
all  the  grace  in  their  power,  the  galling  fire  of 
Virginia's  wrath,  Mr.  F.  would  proceed  to  con- 
sider the  attack  as  if  made  upon  the  only  re- 
sponsible ofiBcer,  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  charged  with  lawless  acts,  with 
the  first  vioUtion  of  an  important  proviuon  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  a 
tisuipation,  into  bis  own  hands,  ot  a  power  con- 
fided  to  him  ooiijoindy  with  the  Senate. 
The  Senator  firom  vi^nia  who  first  spoke  on 


the  subject,  (Mr.  Tazewkll,)  denied  the  oorreot- 
nees  of  the  distinction  between  agents  and 
officers  of  the  Qovemment  The  custinetitHi 
might  not  be  sound;  but  one  tiling  was  ontain, 
that  it  had  always  Men  made,  and  always  had 
been  and  was  now  act«d  upon.  Every  head  tA 
a  department  occasionally  employs  and  pays 
agents  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  at  Us 
office,  on  the  strength  of  the  oonlingeiit  ftmd 
submitted  to  his  disburs^ent.  We  nave  con- 
suls appointed  under  tlie  constitution,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  (^nsent  of  the  Senate: 
commercial  agents  selected  the  Preaduit 
with  consular  powers,  about  whose  appoint- 
ment the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  are 
never  asked.  We  have  agents  or  commisaionera 
to  make  contracts,  treaties' they  are  called,  with 
Indian  tribes.  These  appotntments  wwe  in  tha 
first  di^B  of  the  Goveinmettt  submitted  to  the 
Saute,  but  were  soon  made  atthedisoretion  of 
tiie  Pre^dent  or  his  Secretary  of  War,  without 
even  the  ceremony  (^stating to  theSeiiate  that 
they  had  been  made.  We  have  foreign  Minia- 
ters  and  charg^  d'affaires  appointed,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate;  and 
agencies  committed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
make  treaties  while  the  Senate  is  sitting,  and 
secret  agents  to  make  treaties  abroad ;  and  in 
neither  case  is  the  Senate  informed  of  the  power 
g^ven  until  it  is  executed,  the  trea^  bong 
sinied  by  the  empowered  agents. 

If  these  acts  are  lawless— if  these  are  Tkda- 
tions  of  the  oonstitution,  «i«t)achmanta  on  th* 
powers  of  the  Senate,  the  remedy  should  0ODW 
teem  yirginia,  for  Virginia  was  the  anOior  of 
the  evil.  If  the  constitutiDn  Hes  suffering  under 
festering  wounds,  the  blows  were  struck  by  hut 
steel,  and  it  is  her  duty  to  apply  the  soveretgn 
balm — the  rust  of  the  wei^n  heals  the  wounoa 
it  has  made.  The  first  stab  was  given  by  the 
parental  hand  of  Washington.  Jefferson,  and 
Madison,  and  Monroe,  have  each,  in  turn,  strudk 
deep  into  the  vitals  of  the  victim.  Ay,  dr,  if 
her  Senators  are  risht  in  principle,  the;  can 
point  to  as  many  gashes  in  the  constitution,  as 
Antony  bared  to  the  view  of  the  Boman  p«o- 
ple  <m  the  mangled  body    their  dead  Oteear. 

Mr.  F.  wonldnotfotigoethe  Senate  by  bring- 
ing again  into  view  all  the  examples  of  s^^int- 
ments  like  fliose  of  the  comminitHiers  to  Tur- 
key. He  would  touch  only  two  or  three  of  the 
most  striking ;  some  of  the  prominent  cirettm- 
stances  of  vriiich  had  esoapM  the  attention  of 
the  gentieman  iiom  Louwana,  (Mr.  Lnrcn- 

STON.) 

On  the  80th  of  March,  179S,  Darid  Hum- 
phreys, Minister  of  the  United  States  to  Por- 
tugal, was  appointed  by  General  Wasbinstcm, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  a  commisstoner 
to  conclude  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
witii  Algiers.  Be  n^tiated  a  trea^,  by  his 
deputy,  J.  DmaldsoD,  Jr.,  in  September,  17SS, 
but  dgned  it  hinuelf  at  Lisbon,  on  the  SBth  of 
NoTemb«r,  1796.  Iliis  treaty  was  n^fotiated 
under  a  fbll  power,  bearing  the  sign  manoal  of 
the  Prerident,  and  the  broad  seal  <K  the  Uidtad 
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States.  It  was  sobmitted  to  tbe  Senate  in  Feb* 
roary,  1796,  and  ratified  on  the  2d  of  March, 
1796,  by  a  vote  of  twenty-three  to  two. 
No  nomination  of  Ifr.  Hnmphreys  was  made 
to  the  Senate,  The  tent^  session  of  the  Senate, 
an  extra  Beasioa  called  by  President  'Washing- 
ton, began  on  the  8th,  and  closed  on  the  26Ui 
of  jnne,  1795.  Here  there  was  a  confidenti^ 
commissitmer  appointed  under  a  fall  power, 
daring  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  not  nominated 
to  the  Senate  at  its  Rocceedlog  aesrion,  and  abontf 
wboae  moremaits  nofihing  was  known  until 
lata  in  the  second  sesrion  after  his  appf^atm«it ; 
when  this  power  having  been  snecesafolly  eie- 
coted  by  the  formation  of  a  treaty,  that  treaty 
was  snbmitted  for  approval,  and  ratified  almost 
nnanimoQsly,  without  a  whisper  of  disapraroba- 
ti<Bi  on  the  course  pursoed  b^  General  Wash- 
ington, or  a  donbt  as  to  his  right  to  the  exda- . 
rave  power  ezeroised  by  him. 

A  like  oommiaeion  was  given  to  Hr.  Hnm- 
phreys at  the  same  time,  80th  Maroh,  1796,  to 
tn^e  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
Tripoli  Joel  Barlow  was  snbstitnted  the  10th 
of  Febmary,  1796 ;  a  treaty  was  negotiated  on 
the  4th  of  Jannaiy,  1797,  and  lud  hefiNre  the 
Senate  on  the  a6th<tfH«y,  1797.  Twoses^ons 
of  Oongresft  intervoied,  uta  three  sessiooB  of  the 
Senate,  betwem  the  appointment  of  t^e  oom- 
Biisrioner  and  the  submission  of  the  treaty  to 
the  Senate,  daring  all  of  which  General  Wash- 
ington was  President.  Ur.  Adams  submitted 
the  treaty  for  ratification  daring  tbe  third  ees- 
fiion  of  Obugressencceeding  the  appointment  of 
the  oommissioner.  No  nomination  was  ever 
made,  uid  the  oondact  of  tbe  Executive  in  both 
caaes  was  approved.  Mr.  F,  woold  not  say  that 
what  had  been  done  in  those  days  was  right, 
because  it  was  done  by  the  great  model  for 
statesmen  uid  citizens ;  but  he  would  say  that 
the  Prendent  could  not  l>e  instiy  charged  with 
now,  fat  the  first  time,  violating  the  oonatitn- 
tion,  when  he  had  taken  such  examples  for  his 
ide,  and  squared  his  condoct  by  the  role  of 
ashington.  Mr.  F.  would  not  press  tbe  sub- 
aeqnent  appoin'tinents  made  by  the  Buooeeding 
Presidents  from  Yii^nia,  as  all  had  been  al- 
luded to,  except  the  remarkable  one  made  by 
Mr.  Madison  in  1816.  William  Shaler  and 
Isaac  Chaunoey  were  appointed  on  the  24th  of 
August  of  that  year,  oommiasioners  to  alter  the 
treaty  then  recently  made  with  Algiers  by 
Sluler  and  Decatur,  under  a  commission  to  them 
and  Oaptidn  B^bridge.  This  alteratira  was 
made  by  treaty  on  tbe  2Sd  of  December,  1616, 
and  ratified  dnriog  Mr.  Monroe's  administra- 
taon,  1st  of  February,  1823 :  yeas,  42— 'nays, 
none.  Mr.  F.  had  both  commissions  in  his 
Lands ;  they  were  fall  powers  under  the  sign 
manual  of  the  President  and  broad  seal  of  tbe 
United  States,  in  all  respects  like  the  powers 
ffrantad  to  Biddle,  Offiey,  and  Bbind.  In  these 
instances,  also,  the  Virginia  President  did  not 
ask  the  wlvice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and 
escaped,  like  his  great  predecessors,  all  censure 
and  remaik.  The  honorable  Senatcns,  hov- 


[Snun. 

ever,  admit  that  all  these  things  have  been 
done,  and,  as  they  say,  rightfblly  done;  and 
their  opinions  against  tiiis  Turkish  negotiation 
rest  upon  the  correctness  of  certun  distinctions 
they  have  presented  to  the  Senate.  They  ad- 
mit that  the  former  Presidents,  beginning  with 
General  Washington,  have,  daring  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  rightfully  appointed  commission- 
era  to  treat  of  peace  and  commerce  with  the 
Barbary  Powers,  whose  names  were  not  sent  to 
the  Senate  at  subsequent  sesnons.  Th^  admit 
that  Messra.  Oallatln,  Bayard,  and  Adams  were 
ri^tfolly  ajqx^ted  dnring  the  reoeas  of  the 
Sffliate  to  treat  with  QnaS,  Britain  nnder  the 
Russian  mediation.  They  admit  that  tiie 
President  has  rightfully  .negotiated  treaties  In 
Washington  daring  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
and  during  the  sessions  of  this  body,  without 
asking  its  advice  and  consent,  by  the  instru- 
ment^ty  of  the  State ;  and,  admitting  all  this, 
they  accuse  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  disr^arding  the  constitution,  for  having  ne- 
gotiated, through  the  instrumentality  of  secret 
agents,  a  commercial  treaty  with  Turkey. 

The  honorable  Senators  unite  in  resting  this 
apparent  inoonsistenoy  of  oidnlon  on  these 
groonds: 

First  On  the  ground  that  all  the  previous 
appf^tmaits  of  this  kind  were  made  dnring 
war,  A  state  of  war,  in  their  judgment^  justly 
fies  dnring  the  reoeas  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  make  peace ;  but  does  it  jnetify, 
dso,  the  &ilure  to  ask  a  confirmation  of  the 
appointment  of  these  commissioners  at  the  sno- 
ceeding  sestion  of  the  Senate  ?  It  was  not  so 
contended  when  Mr.  Gore's  resolutions  were  dia- 
ooased.  This  resort  to  the  war  power  is,  how- 
ever, oertunly  convenient,  as  carried  to  its 
legitimate  extent;  it  renders  any  partioipaticm 
of  the  Senate  in  the  business  of  re-estahluhii^ 
the  r^fnlations  of  peace  altogether  snperfiuous. 
It  proves  too  much  for  l^e  gentieman's  purpose. 
It  involves  besides  the  truth  of  one  of  these 
proportions,  to  both  of  which  Mr.  F.  expressly 
dissented;  either  that  the  sole  power  of  the 
President  over  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
United  States  was  enlarged,  or  the  eontrolUng 
power  of  the  Senate  over  those  relations  dimin- 
ished, by  the  state  of  war— propositions  far 
more  dangeroos  in  their  consequences  than  any 
that  could  arise  from  tbe  practice  of  ^pointing 
secret  confidential  agents  in  negotiating  treaties 
of  commerce.  Mr,  F.  did  notl>elieve  that  any 
gentleman  would  risk  his  reputation  as  a  statea- 
mauj  (if  he  might  use  the  term  withoat  offence 
to  the  Senates  b^ind  him,  (ICr.  TvLaa,)  who 
had  honored  it  with  a  peonliar  aoeor,)  seriondy 
contending  that  either  waa  tnie ;  yet,  he  eah- 
mitted  with  confidence  to  the  Judgment  of  the 
Senators,  if  one  of  them  was  not  the  inevitable 
rwult  of  the  distuwtion  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vir^nia. 

The  facta  in  the  cases  referred  to  did  not  bear 
tbe  gentlemen  oat,  even  if  their  distinction  was 
just;  all  the  appcnntments  made,  were  not 
made  during  a  state  of  war.   Her^  however, 
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a  reliance  is  placed  upon  another  ground,  cover- 
ing all  the  flupointmentB  made  to  treat  with  tin 
porers  on  the  Barbaiy  coast.  It  was  said  they 
were  Barbarian  Powers,  and  not  to  be  treated 
Aft  civilized  nations.  Indeed  I  Barbarian  Fow- 
Ors  1  Foreign  Barbama  Powers,  eortunly  not 
dependents  on  the  United  States.  The  treaties 
formed  bj  the  commisnoners  mentioned  made 
the  United  States,  for  a  time,  their  tribotaries. 
As  this  was  a  grave  constitutjonal  question,  to 
be  tried  by  the  langoage  of  the  instrament  it- 
self, Hr.  F.  would  aslc,  with  due  respect,  whj 
the  gentJeman  travelled  out  of  the  instrument  to 
look  into  the  character  of  the  foreign  power 
with  whom  negotiation  was  direct^  by  the 
President,  and  what  d^ree  of  civilization  in  a 
fonugn  nation  was  necessary  to  bring  the  agents 
sent  to  them  within  the  controlling  power  of 
the  Senate.  The  honorable  Senators  did  not 
as  yet  affirm  that  the  treaties  made  with  thein 
were  not  beyond  or  below  the  Senator^s  orbit. 
But  Mr.  F.  did  not  discover  any  reason  for  the 
partioipation  of  the  Senate  in  tLe  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  which  was  not  applicable  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  negotiators,  if  they  were,  as 
contended  for  by  the  gentlemen,  officers  in  the 
technical  language  of  uie  constitution.  In  their 
zeal  to  find  tiiem,  they  have  struck  upon  dis- 
tinctions much  too  broad  for  their  pnrpose. 
Sapposdng  the  distinction  sound,  the  distinction 
covers  the  Torkiah  negotiation,  and  upon  their 
own  doctrines  the  Administration  stands  justi- 
fied. Take  the  Algerlnes,  for  example's  sake : 
bow  do  they  difier  from  the  Turks?  The 
Soropean  would  call  the  Algerioes  barbarians 
•—so  be  does  the  Turks :  the  Algerinea  are  not 
Ohiistians,  nor  are  tbe  Turks;  the  Algerines 
are  Kahometans,  so  are  the  Turks.  In  the 
event  of  a  rupture,  the  Algerines  imprison  the 
consols  of  the  power  with  whom  they  are  at 
warj  reduce  its  subjects  or  citizens  to  slavery, 
and  confiscate  all  the  property  bdonging  to  the 
enemy's  nation  within  their  power — so  do  the 
Turks:  on  the  principle  of  tiie  lex  talionUj^  the 
Ajgerines  are  not  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
nufis  of  hcmorable  war^-nor  are  the  Turks. 
The  gentlemaa  from  Yli^nia  (Mr.  Taziwbix) 
says  the  Turlu  have  been  a  formidable  power 
beifore  the  American  Government  bad  extstence 
— BO  have  tiie  Algerines,  although  their  Dey  is 
now  kicked  about  with  as  littie  ceremony  as  a 
Ohorokee  chief.  How  long  ia  it  since  ^giers 
has  made  the  moat  formidable  nations  of  Europe 
tremble  I  If  antiquity  of  strength  is  of  (my  im- 
portance in  this  discnsion,  the  barbarians  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  so  called  while  they  were 
teaching  Europe  civilization,  have  been  terrible 
for  centuries.  They  foiled,  in  all  the  pride  ot 
his  strength,  the  grandson  of  that  monarch 
under  whose  patronage  this  continwt  was  dts< 
covered.  He  who  hombled  France,  was  al- 
most master  of  Europe,  was  hhnself  reduced 
to  extremity  by  these  now  despised  Barbarians. 
Ur.  F.  was  unable  to  discover  any  tangible  dis- 
tinctiim  between  the  Mahometui  Powers  of 
Africa,  and  the  Hah<Huetan  Powera  of  Europe 


and  Asia.  Tnrkey  was  distinguished  from  th« 
others  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  but  that  distinc- 
tion was  founded  solely  mon  ^  get^raplueal 
podtion  of  a  part  of  the  Sultan's  donunions — a 
portion  that  could  not  be  important  ia  the 
question  before  the  Senate.  Occupying  an  in- 
teresting and  imposing  portion  in  Europe,  the 
Enropean  Governments  condescended  to  con- 
sider the  Turkish  Grovemment  as  part  of  the 
Enropean  system.  It  was  one  of  the  make- 
weights in  tiie  balance  of  power — that  chimera 
to  which  millions  of  lives  bad  been  sacrificed — 
which  had  enabled  the  wily  diplomacy  of  artful 
despotism  to  stay  for  centuries  the  onward 
march  of  reason  and  liberty.  In  no  other  re- 
roects  is  there  a  distinction  made  between  the 
Turks  and  other  Hahometan  Powers.  'War 
and  peace,  and  toeaties  commerce,  are  made 
with  ail,  and  with  all  the  nations  of  the  worid 
r^ulate  their  intercourse  as  if  they  were  Chris- 
tian powers.  Until  the  gentleman  can  find  a 
stronger  distinction  than  this,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitt^  that  the  practice  of  former  Administra- 
tions in  their  intercourse  with  the  Barbarian 
Powers,  covers  the  case  of  this  secret  negotia- 
tion with  the  Barbarian  Turk. 

The  gentlemen  bad  not  been  more  fortuiate  in 
maintaiuing  tiie  other  ground  chosen  by  them. 
Pressed  by  the  force  of  the  precedents  urged 
of  treaties  made  witiioat  tbe  Senate^a  knowl- 
edge, by  the  instnunentality  of  the  Secretaiy 
of  State,  during  the  recess,  and  during  sessions 
of  this  body ;  treaties  of  oommercej  of  indem- 
nity, of  claims  dae  to  and  by  the  Umted  States ; 
for  the  settlement  of  disputed  boundaries,  and 
for  cessions  of  extensive  territory,  the  Senators 
urge  that  the  negotiators  acted  in  tbcse  cases  as 
the  agents  of  the  President,  by  virtoe  of  their 
commissions  as  Secretaries  of  State.  What  was 
there  in  the  commission  of  the  Scretary  of 
State  that  made  him,  ex  officio,  a  negoti^or  T 
What  was  there  in  the  law  creating  this  ofBco 
that  warranted  this  distinction  t  There  was 
certainly  nothing,  either  in  the  commission  or 
act  of  Congress.  There  was  a  mistake  made 
by  the  gentiemen  destructive  of  their  conclu- 
sion ;  they  assumed  as  a  fact  what  did  not  exist. 
The  Secretaries  of  State,  acting  as  the  agents 
of  the  Preudeut,  did  not  negotiate  by  virtue  of 
thdr  oommissions  as  Secretaries  of  State — the^ 
were  appointed  by  the  Presidents,  under  tbcir 
sign  manual  and  the  broad  seal  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  special  purpose  of  making  the 
treaties  formed  by  them  severally ;  they  had 
full  powers,  sacb  as  were  granted  to  Biddle, 
Offley,  and  Bliind.  There  was  no  difference 
but  this:  tiie  Secretaries  in  Washington,  in  the 
fkoe  of  tiie  Senate  and  the  nation,  negotia- 
ted; theTnrklBh  commissioners  tranteoted'thdr 
bosmess  in  secret  at  Constantinople.  What 
constitutional  principle  Justifies  tbe  appointment 
of  an  agent  here,  the  Senate  sitting,  publioly  or 
privately,  to  form  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  pow- 
er, that  will  not  justify  the  appointment  of  a 
secret  agent  to  form  a  treaty,  if  practicable,  in 
London  or  Constantinople  t  The  place  where 
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tbe  power  mated  is  to  be  oanied,  ounot 
afltet  the  riglit  of  the  TreMeat  to  gnnt  Oat 
poww.  Sappose  the  Torkiih  OoTermiiait  had 
•Mit  a  seer^  and  oonfidoitial  to  Waih- 
ingCon,  and  a  trea^  bad  been  oonehidBd  with 
him  hj  the  Secretar;-  of  State,  as  the  agent  of 
llie  Preddrat,  oaa  it  be  reasonabljr  pretended 
that  the  appointment  of  the  Secretary  as  agent 
wonld  not  have  been  a  conatitational  eierois© 
€f  power  hj  the  President,  aooording  to  all 

Cnsage  f  If  it  would  hare  been,  casuistry 
f  Mndd  not  oondemn  the  ^ipointment  of 
the  secret  a^antB  who  had  been  aent  to  Oonstan- 
tint^le. 

Mr.  F.  believed  the  oondnot  of  the  Preeident 
stoictly  correct)  if  it  ooold  be  shown  that  the 
negoUation  witli  Turkey  oof^t  to  liave  been 
kept  secret.  The  motives  for  a  secret  negotior 
tion  were  to  him  obviooi  and  safeiiAwstorT.  The 
United  States  ooold  haire  no  derire  for  any 
political  eoonection  wHh  Tni^ey ;  a  commercial 
treaty  had  long  been  considered  important,  and 
it  had  always  been  deemed  prodent  to  seek  to 
establish  eommericat  relations  with  that  Gov- 
ernment by  Informal  secret  agents.  It  has 
been  thooght  that  an  informal  agency  wonld  be 
more  likely  to  succeed  than  a  public  Minister ; 
the  mission  of  a  confidential  informal  agent 
wonld  not  create  a  belief  that  we  were  too 
anxious  to  succeed,  while  bis  secret  negotiation 
would  not  be  liable  to  be  defeated  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  great  powers  who  were  lepresoited 
at  Ooostanmiople.  It  was  apprehended  that 
flome  of  the  European  Goremmenta,  none  of 
-whom  dislike  to  monoj^lze  power  and  oom- 
meree,  might  not  be  pleased  to  see  Jonathan's 
long  sieUe  thrust  into  the  golden  harvests  that 
grow  on  the  borders  of  the  Enxiiie,  and  might 
possibly  use  some  little  artiflces  to  jjtreveot  it 
There  was  some  pride,  too,  in  refraining  from 
a  public  effort  to  make  a  treaty  when  success 
•was  so  problematicfd,  and  with  this  pride  was 
mingled  no  small  portion  of  Yankee  economy. 
A  public  missioD  to  the  Turkish  Government, 
succeaefnl  or  unfortunate,  was  always  expensive, 
•  and  there  was  a  wise  determination  not  to  expend 
the  public  money,  if  the  ot^eet  in  view  could 
not  be  accomplished.  One  of  the  Senators 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Tyler)  had  dwelt  with 
strong  emphans  upon  the  character  Mr.  Bhiud 
gave  himself  in  a  letter  to  f^e  Secretary  of 
State.  Suppose  that  the  respectable  and  worthy 
man  had,  in  the  vanity  of  recent,  and,  as  he 
faooesUy  believed,  important  success,  considered 
fajmself  as  a  high  diplomatic  character,  his  view 
of  it  did  not  determine  bis  character ;  and  that 
could  not,  from  the  papers  before  the  Senate,  be 
mistaken.  To  the  often  repeated  question,  of 
how  did  these  agents  differ  from  the  public 
Ministers,  Ur.  F.  saw  but  one  answer— they 
were  not  accredited  by  the  heads  of  the  foreign 
Government  with  whmn  fbey  traoeaoted  busi- 
ness—^ey  carried  no  letters  oredrntial,  and 
were  entitled  to  ncprivfleges.  It  was  not  Mr. 
F.^B  purpose,  nor  was  it  necessary  for  the  vindi- 
cation of  the  Administration,  to  snstain  the  pro- 
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of  this  distinction  between  agents  and 
rs ;  he  had  aoeampUsfaed  his  object  by- 
proving  that  it  bad  bcea  early  and  oonstant^ 
made,  and  by  no  Presidents  more  ^reqnentl^ 
than  those  who  were  ^ven  to  iw  by  Yi]^;ini& 
The  honorable  Senator  who  led  the  way  in 
this  discusnon,  (Mr.  Tazewell,)  not  satisfied 
with  having  charged  the  cabinet  with  a  pal- 
pable violation  of  the  constitution,  seemed  deter- 
mined to  make  the  impreasion  that  there  had 
been  an  insidious  deingn  in  the  manner  of  ask- 
ing for  the  appropriation  to  nay  the  Turkish 
commissioners.  He  imagined  the  Secretary  of 
Stato  wished  to  entrap  the  Senate  into  a  sanc- 
tion of  the  original  appobatment  of  these  con- 
fidential agents.*  *'The  Secretary  knew,"  the 
gentleman  said,  at  the  l>eginning  of  tm  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  that  this  i^ropiiatiaii  woul^ 
■be  wuted.  The  Secretary  aued  it  not  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  where  the  approprifr- 
tions  ought  properly  to  oriffiuate ;  but,  at  thla 
late  day  of  the  Senate,  through  their  Com- 
mittee of  Finance."  No  deadre  to  receive  a 
sanction  of  the  t^)pointment  of  these  commit 
sioners  could  exist,  after  the  treaty  formed  by 
them  had  been  ratified,  without  uie  sU^test 
intimation  ftvm  the  Senate  that  there  had  t}een 
any  irregularity  in  the  manner  of  appointing 
them.  The  history  of  the  transaction  is  an 
ample  refutation  of  this  ungenerous  charge. 
The  Turkic  treaty  was  not  disposed  of  until 
the  general  apprc^riation  bill  had  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives;  the  appropriation 
tor  the  payment  of  the  sernee  rradered  could 
not  be  asked  for  until  the  question  on  that 
treaty  was  decided  here ;  and  when  it  was  de- 
cide(L  the  appropriation  was  requested  where 
only  it  could  properly  be  made.  The  assertion 
of  ^e  gentleman,  that  appropriation  bills  ought 
properly  to  originate  in  the  House  of  Represent>- 
atives,  was  not  American  in  its  character ;  it 
was  borrowed  ftom  England.  The  House  of 
Commons  of  the  English  Parliament  assets  its 
right  to  originate  aU  money  bills;  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  of  the  Oongresa  ot  the 
United  States  bad  no  exclosivo  right  to  orig- 
inate any  bills  but  those  for  nlmg  revenue : 
and  recent  circumstances  were  well  oaleulated 
to  raise  a  donbt  of  the  propriety  <^  that  restric- 
tion upon  the  power  of^  the  Representatives 
the  States.  Even  revenue  bills  could  be  amend- 
ed in  the  Senate,  and  the  appropriation  under 
discussion  could  be  properly  made  if  the  Eng- 
lish rule  was  to  govern  our  practice.  There  ■ 
was  in  thla  case  a  peculiar  propriety  in  asking 
the  ^propriatton  of  the  Senate.  When  these 
commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  Pren- 
dent,  he  might  have  paid  their  servicee  out  of 
his  contingent  fund ;  but  scrupuloudy  desirous 
not  to  use  the  discretion  over  it  vested  in  him, 
when  it  was  not  absolute  necessary,  he  di- 
rected the  oommiflsiondra  to  be  told,  yonr  ex* 
penses  shall  be  pt^d  out  of  the  contingent  fund, 
and  such  compensation  for  your  servioea  as 
Congress  may  ulow."  Kow^  sir,  to  have  asked 
this  appropriation  of  the  House  of  Bepreaenta- 
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tires  in  the  first  instaaoe,  would  have  been  to 
apply  to  persona  who  had  not,  and  cann<it 
liAve,  until  the  ratifioaticHui  of  the  TorkiBb 
trealj  are  exchanged,  the  meana  of  judging 
what  anrn  oaght  to  be  paid  fat  the  aervioe 
rendered.  Tm  Senate  aoea  know,  and  no 
donbt  the  Honae  will  so  far  relj  upon  oar 
knowledge  and  discretion  as  to  qiprove  the  som 
that  may  be  fixed  upon  here.  The  Executive 
la  nnfortnnate,  when  his  scrupoloos  anxiety  to 
oonsnlt  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
of  the  States,  in  the  ezpniditare  of  public 
money,  gives  btrtii  to  a  charge  of  insidiously 
attempting  to  make  the  Sooate  coonive  at  a 
violation  of  the  oonstitution,  and  ^tprore  of 
his  nsnrpatiou  of  their  rightfal  power. 

The  services  rendered  By  the  oommisaioners 
had  been  sligbtlj  spoken  ot  Some  sapposed 
that  a  treaty  with  Tnrlcey  waa  of  no  c«ue- 
qnMioe,  Auot  the  tna^  oi  Adiiano]^  between 
Bneda  and  twkfij  had  opened  tiie  channel  into 
the  Black  Sea  to  all  natiooa.  It  was  iroe,  that, 
by  tiie-  sUpnlatioDS  of  that  treaty,  the  Turks 
bound  themselves  to  Russia  to  admit  all  powers 
at  peace  witli  the  Ottoman  Porte  into  the  Black 
Sea;  and  RuBsia  was  expressly  authorized  to 
oonsider  a  ^r^ard  of  that  stipulation  as  just 
cause  of  war.  Still  the  treaty  of  Adriauople, 
dependent,  as  it  is,  upon  the  contiouance  of 
peace  between  Russia  and  Turkey,  gave  tiie 
United  States  no  claim  upon  Turkey  to  a  free 
passage  through  the  canal  of  Con^antioc^le : 
in  fact,  Americans  who  ventured  into  tite  gold- 
en horn  were  not  permitted  to  pass  through 
the  Blaok  Sea.  No  donbt  the  Govmunwit 
might  have  solidted  ftom  the  Emperor  of 
Btusia  his  interference  to  secure  the  observance 
of  the  treaty  made  with  him.  His  answer 
would  eertdnly  have  been,  I  wish  yon  to  have 
a  commerce  with  all  my  dominiona ;  but  at 
present  I  cannot  prudentiy  go  to  war  to  compel 
the  Turks  to  fulfil  this  engagement.  When- 
ever oiroumstanoes  permit,  I  shall  recollect  and 
punish  this  disr^rard  of  the  promises  made  to  me. 
Was  it  not  bettM*  to  procure  from  the  Ottoman 
Forte  itsdf  the  right  to  a  participation  of  the 
commerce  of  the  Blaok  Sea — a  ri^t  which 
would  be  independent  of  the  state  <tf  war  or 
peaee  witb  Rnna,  than  thns  to  have  lolidted 
the  exertion  of  Rnsdan  power  fiir  our  benefit! 
The  treaty  of  Adrianople,  without  doub^  fecil- 
itated  our  success.  That  our  otject  eonld  not 
have  been  reached  without  a  treaty,  Is  certain. 
We  know  that,  under  tiie  TnrUsh  oonstruction 
of  the  treafy  of  Adrianople,  nations  not  having, 
treaties  with  Turkey  are  not  admitted  into  the 
Black  Sea — that  nations  having  commercial 
treaties,  shice  the  treaty  of  Adrianople,  have 
sought  admission  under  the  protection  of  the 
promise  to  Russia,  and  that  it  has  been  refused ; 
the  answer  made  to  both  was,  the  engagement 
made  with  Russia  doea  not  altar  our  treaties 
with  other  powers.  The  honoraUe  Senator 
frcan  Yirvinia  on  his  right  (Ur.  Tjukwku.)  bad 
spoken  «  the  iuoond^rabie  ben^ta  likdy.  to 
uise  out  of  the  ootmneroe  to  the  Turkish  and 
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Russian  settiements  oa  tiie  Blaok  Sea.  There 
was  ao  reoent  loformatiou  on  which  a  certain 
calculation  oould  Im  made  of  the  benefits  that 
would  probaUy  reault  to  the  country  firoan 
this  negotiation.  The  oonmwrdal  onnmuiuty 
would,  as  the  most  intelligent  merohaots  b<^ 
lieved,  profit  by  it.  The  navigating  Interesta 
certainly  wonUi,  unless  the  owners  of  ships 
had  lost  thehr  ancient  skill  and  enterprise,  la 
the  presMit  d^ressed  condition  of  the  navigat* 
ittg  interest,  perishing  under  the  panlyzing 
innnenoe  ot  our  intemu  policy,  the  Atkainistra- 
tion  had  done  its  daty  in  looking  to  our  external 
policy  for  its  relief  Mr.  F.  nad,  with  sonm 
oiligwoe,  sought  for  aoenrate  information.  Al- 
thott^  his  labor  bad  not  been  as  well  rewarded 
as  he  could  have  wished,  he  had  yet  ooUeoted 
swne  facta  gleaned  from  the  history  ci  past 
years,  whidi  would  afford  gentianen  Uie  means 
of  broaching  the  truth  in  making  an  estimat* 
of  the  OTobaUe  benefits  of  ■  free  oonunero* 
into  tbeShMk  Sea. 

After  being  oloaed  by  the  Turks  upon  all  thft 
worid  for  near  three  hundred  years,  A-om  1476 
to  1774,  the  passage  of  the  Bla^  Sea  was 
opened  to  Roaaian  veesela  by  tresty  in  1774. 
On  the  25tb  of  June,  1802,  by  a  treaty  formed 
at  Paris,  the  French  fiag  was  admitted  into  the 
Black  Sea ;  and,  shortly  aft«r,  the  liberty  of 
navuatuig  it  was  aaecessfully  demanded  by,  and 
yielded  to,  the  other  commercial  European 
Powers.  - 

In  1803,  815  vessels  took  in  cargoes  in  t^e 
Russian  ports  of  the  Black  Sea :  652  at  Odese% 
810  at  Taganrog,  2S  at  Cafia,  19  at  Koaloo,  7  at 
Sevastopol,  and  4  at  Cherson.  Of  these,  421 
were  Austrian,  82S  Russian,  18  Ragosan,  16 
loniuL  16  French,  7  English,  6  Idriota,  and  8 
Spaniui. 

In  1817, 1,926  vessels  entered  the  port  of 
Odessa  alone:  480  Rusaian,  188  Austrian,  164 
English,  43  French,  18  Spanish,  49  Swedish, 
81  Sardinian,  66  Turkish,  7  Dani^  7  KeapoU- 
tan,  2  Biciliau,  and  881  Russian,  engaged  in 
the  coasting  ti;ade.  In  the  same  year,  400 
entered  the  port  of  Taganr(^.  In  1808,  there 
was  an  importation  at  Odessa  of  83,181  bales 
of  cotton.  In  1817,  the  frei^t  of  a  single 
article  of  oommeroe^  wheat,  shipped  to  Leghorn 
from  the  Blaok  Sea,  amounted  to  |1,850,000. 
All  these  facts  related  to  the  Russian  domin- 
ions: when  it  was  taken  into  view  that  tbe 
Turkish  dominions  on  the  irardeis  of  the  Euxine 
indoded  large  cities,  with  a  p<^ulation  exceed- 
ing 260,000  souls,  standing  on  the  borders  of 
rich  settlement^  one  of  them,  Trebiswid,  in 
tbe  direct  line  ot  interoourae  with  the  Feruau 
Qul^  it  might  be  fairly  concluded  that  the 
owners  of  our  ships  would  find,  if  true  to  them- 
selves, profitable  employment  for  their  now 
almost  useless  pn^terty.  The  prosper  of  prea- 
Vkt  advantage  was  nothing  when  oompued  to 
that  which  mubt  be  anticipated  faereifter.  The 
Black  Bea  had  been,  at  more  than  one  era,  the 
heart  of  an  aotive  and  Ituavtive  indusfei7. 
to  the  estabUahment  cf  the  Ottonaa 
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ODpire,  its  wsfw  liad  been  j^ooghed  bj  tlie 
keais  of  all  oomiMrdtf  na^ooa.  Its  shores  had 
bam  studded  with  popnloas  and  pitwperoos 
oties,  and  with  prodiwtiTe  setUements.  Under 
ttM  power  of  Riurian  despotism,  which  is  oper- 
ating aa  iba  genioB  of  <d^izatlon  in  Uiat  por- 
tion dS  the  globOf  it  is  again  becoming  the 
main  of  attaKrtion  to  commercial  enterprise. 
Tlie  Rnaaan  dominiooa,  from  the  months  of 
the  Dannbe  to  the  ports  of  St.  Nicholas,  sonth 
ct  the  niaais  or  Bione,  are  advancing  in  popn- 
lation  and  wealth  with  a  rapidity  nnexampled  in 
ihb  hiatorjr  of  the  old  world,  and  rivaUed  imly 
1^  tbe  afanoat  ineredible  iwogresa  of  onr  own 
oouti7.  Sangidiie  tempers  m%ht  be  deoeired 
In  HtsUr  esttmate  of  the  beneflta  to  the  ooontry 
to  be  dniTod  bow  or  hereafter  from  this  suo- 
eesaftd  effbrt  at  n^otiation.  Ur.  T.  believed 
the  oonntry  would  applaud  those  who  had 
made  it,  should  the  hiypu  of  profit  be  dia^ 
pMnted,  realized,  or  exceeded. 

ttr.  SioTH,  of  Md.,  B^d  he  rose  beoaose  be 
did  not  perceive  that  any  other  Smator  was 
disposed  to  speak  on  the  snbjeot,  and  beoanse 
he  tbooght  it  his  duty,  aa  chairman,  to  sustain 
the  ammdment  proposed  to  the  approN^ticm 
by  the  Conmiittee  of  Finance.  Whatts 
lhat  amendmmt  I  said  Mr.  8.  Simply  an  appro- 
vriatimi  to  pi^  certain  peraws  onployed  by  the 
lata  Freaideiife  to  negotiate  with  the  Ottoman 
Mrte,  IB  wUA  they  had  been  neariy  sDcoeaa- 
fld ;  and  to  pay  certain  other  persons  appointed 
by  the  present  President,  who  had  completely 
floeoeeded  in  making  an  excellent  treal7  wiut 
the  Porte.    Both  oommisBions  hod  umiUr 

Cers  and  similar  instroctions.  The  treaty 
been  confirmed  by  the  Senate ;  has  been 
higlily  qiproved ;  and  the  qnesticm  is^  will  yon 
pay  for  the  labor  aotoally  performed?  An 
anoidmeat  has  been  offered  by  a  Senator,  (Mr. 
Kaxb,)  to  apply  a  sum  folly  adeqaate  to  the 
objecrt  in  aid  of  the  ooatlngent  fima,  to  enable 
llw  Fnrident  to  remonerate  the  parUea  in  sodi 
maaner  as  he  may  think  proper.  Either  mode 
wai  be  eqoally  agreeable  to  me.  All  that  the 
eomndttee  reqaire  la,  that  the  persons  employed 
dull  be  p«d;  and  they  are  willing  to  adopt 
die  amendment  proposed,  as  they  find  that 
amendment  most  approved  of  by  the  Senate. 
It  is  proper,  however,  for  me  to  state,  that  the 
cramiittee  had  had  before  them  botii  modes  of 
Tomnneration,  and,  after  coonieration,  proposed 
bringing  the  sabjeot  before  the  Senate  in  a 
sahattntive  form,  so  that  all  who  read  might 
nnderstand  the  object,  and  becaoae  they  deemed 
it  to  be  more  consistent  for  Congress  to  desig- 
ni^  what  they  meant  to  pay  to  each  pwson, 
Hian  to  leave  to  the  ExeontiiTe  disereuon  to 
allow  what  they  pleased.  The  Smator  firom 
G«onria  has  Aown  a  preoed«tt  in  the  ease  of 
Ifr.  Rodney,  who,  it  was  determined  by  Oon- 
grcoB,  ahould  be  paid  from  the  contingent  fund, 
and  I  aoqniesoed. 

I  fittle  thought,  Mr,  President,  lAat  a  consti- 
tntional  question  would  or  oould  have  been 
raised  npm  a  queetion  to  piiy  for  SMrioea  ren< 
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dered ;  it  has,  however,  and  we  mnat  meet  It 
as  best  we  can.  Early  in  my  politieal  life,  I 
asked  a  friend  whether  it  was  true  that 
*'  Rhode  Island  was  without  «  written  oonsti- 
totiMt ; "  be  answered  that "  it  was  true  ^ "  that 
they  did  well  under  their  charter  from  Oharles ; 
and  he  added,  "that  a  written  oonstitutioa  was 
like  a  nose  of  wax,  whidi  conld  be  moulded 
into  a  flat  nose,  a  Roman,  a  Grecian,  or  pug 
noae,  and  in  like  manner  an  ingenious  man 
mi^ht,  he  said,  make  the  Ooostitntion  of  the 
United  States  to  mean  something,  nothing,  any 
thu%  eveiT  thing."  We  have  seen  that  it 
haa  been  made  to  mean  every  tiling,  by  the 
oonstraettoa  pat  on  the  words  '*graiera]  wel- 
fare ; "  and  uie  very  ingenious  Senatnr  from 
Virginia  shows  that  ha  uinka  it  may  be  made 
to  mean  any  thing.  He  oontenda,  first,  Hat 
the  Preudent  has  not  power  to  send  a  Minister 
to  a  foreign  court  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate,  where  no  Minister  had  previously  been 
sent ;  .that  it  is  a  new  office  which  he  has  not 
the  power  to  create  alone ;  and,  secondly,  that 
the  President  has  not  the  power  to  send  a  com- 
misuoner  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  as  a  seortf 
agent  to  treat  with  a  foreign  nation,  without 
nominating  anoh  agent  to  the  Senate. 

Tltoae  anl^eotB  have  been  aUy,  and,  to  my 
mind,  aatisfiioiorily  disauaed  by  the  aeoMtan 
ftom  Louisiana  and  Qecmda;  nw  would  I  enter 
on  thoae  enlijects,  if  tibe  Senator  tkom  Virginia 
had  not,  in  a  manner  very  pleasing  to  me,  ob* 
served,  that  I  had  been  consistent  in  my  opin- 
ion of  the  oonstitation  on  the  first  point ;  evi-  - 
dentiy  conveying  the  idea,  by  his  manner,  and 
by  what  he  said,  tha^  I  studied  more  the  expe- 
diency of  a  measure,  than  the  true  meaning  of 
the  words  of  the  constitution.  It  therefore 
made  it  incumbent  on  me  to  state  my  under- 
standing of  the  points  sobmitted  by  that  Sen- 
ator. We  are  all  bound  by  onr  oaths  "  to  suih 
port  the  Oonstitotion  of  the  United  States." 
Each  will,  or  oo^t  to  be  governed  by  his  oon- 
science,  and  by  nis  own  judgment  I  meddle 
not  with  thoae  of  tiiat  Senator,  ot  any  other : 
tiieysrethdrown.  I  bottom  the  o^nion  I  dtall 
give  on  the  powers  vested  in  the  Preridoit,  in 
part,  from  never  having  heard  the  first  doubted 
until  the  discussion  on  the  Panama  mission; 
and  of  the  second,  until  this  time.  I  cwaider 
both  those  powers  as  admitted.  They  may 
have  l)een  mooted.  I  will  not  say  they  have 
not.  If  they  ever  had  Iteen,  it  has  totally  es- 
caped my  reooUeotiou.  l&f  construction  of  the  • 
oonstitation  is,  That  MioLaters  to  foreign  na- 
tions, is  an  office  created  by  the  oonstitutirai, 
and  not  by  law."  The  article  says,  that  the 
PresidMit  shall  have  power  to  appoint  ambaa- 
sadors,  and  other  pabho  Miidatera,  by  and  witb 
the  advioe  and  consent  of  the  Senate."  Again, 
he  shall  have  power  to  fiU  op  all  vacandea  that 
may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate^  I 
contend  that  the  office  of  Minister  is  an  origini^ 
vacancy,  and  that  it  can  be  filled  in  the  recess 
of  tiie  Senate,  to  any  place  that,  in  the  mind  of 
the  Freddoit, »  Minister  may  be  re^nired,  by 
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the  exigency  of  tbe  case.  If  the  Senate  think 
that  such  an  exigency  does  not  eziat,  they  can 
r^eot  the  nomination,  which  muU  be  sent  to  it 
aa  the  fint  aefluon  thweafter,  aud  this  is  the 
pover  of  the  Senate ;  more  than  that  they  have 
oob,  and,  in  my  opinion,  that  power  is  amply 
Miffioieat  for  the  eorrection  of  any  probable  evil 
that  might  arise  from  snch  a  power.  I  wiQ 
State  A  caae.  We  hare  never  had  a  Miniiter  to 
Austria.  The  President  might,  in  my  opinion, 
lend,  in  the  recess,  a  Minister  to  that  court. 
He  has,  I  think,  the  power  under  the  constita- 
tion,  tmd  we  have  the  power  to  r^ect.  Am  I 
alone  in  this  ofnoionf  So,  ht,  my  learned 
friend  from  Looiaana  holds  the  same.  We 
were  both  fellow-laboren  on  the  democratic 
iride  a  laag  time  past,  and  both  agree  that  it 
had  been  a  reo^ved  opiiUoa.  Have  I,  Ur. 
Fieiident,  no  other  anwontyl  Tea,  mr,  that 
of  the  great  ^KMtle  of  tbe  denuxantio  party, 
Hr.  J^ersoQ.  He  gave  a  practical  illustration 
of  bis  opinkm ;  and,  with  all  fvoper  deferenoe 
to  the  Senators  of  Virginia,  1  mnet  think  that 
be  was  as  able  an  expounder  ol  the  constitution 
as  those  geutleraen.  Mr.  Madison  was  then 
the  Beo'etary  of  State,  and  most  have  concurred 
in  the  act,  which  he  did.  We  have  all  been  in 
the  habit  of  believing  that  he  waa  an  expounder 
of  the  constitution,  in  whom  we  might  safely 
tntst;  and  yet  the  Senator  (Mr.  Tazbwxu.) 
baa  implicated  Mr.  Jefierson  in  his  charge  of  a 
violation  of  the  oonstitotion,  iiy  his  appoint- 
ment, in  a  reoeaB,  of  Kwrtlo  Bnssia,  where 
no  luniiter  from  the  United  States  had  bean 
before.  He  did  iq>point  Hr.  Short  to  Bnaaia. 
This  amply  proves  uiat  his  opinion  was,  "  that 
he  had  the  power."  Ay ;  hot,  says  the  Sen- 
ator, "  the  Senate  rejected  the  nomiaation,  on 
the  ground  that  the  President  had  not  the 

r)wer."  Admit  it  Does  that  contradict  what 
have  said !  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Jefferson  believed 
as  I  do,  that  he  had  the  power,  and  he  acted 
on  it,  which  is  the  beat  possible  prool  But 
did  the  Senate  rcgect  it,  on  the  groand  of  its 
being  a  nsnrpation  of  power  ?  Certainly  not. 
I  was  then  a  Senator,  and  know  that  the  njec- 
tion  of  Mr.  Short  was  for  oaases  and  reasmu 
ntlrely  ^iflbrent.  Tbe  qneition  of  power  may 
have  been  inotdentalfy  mooted  by  some  of  oar 
wpeaiken.  I  will  not  tniat  to  my  mranory  to 
say  that  it  waa  not  Bat  this  I  con  say,  that, 
if  animadverted  on  by  any  Senator,  it  has  to- 
tally escaped  my  recoUeeticm.  I  tUnk  it 
would  have  made  snch  an  impression  on  my 
mind,  that  I  shonld  not  have  for^tten  it  I 
repeat,  that  it  was  not  on  the  question  of  power 
tiiat  Mr.  Short  had  been  rejected.  The  first 
time  I  heard  that  tbe  power  waa  doubted,  was 
on  the  Panama  qaeation.  when  Mr.  Gore's  reso- 
lutions were  read.  Ttuwe  resolutions  were 
preeented  on  the  nomination  o£  the  commis- 
doners  sent  in  the  reoen,  by  Mr.  Hadiaon,  to 
main  a  treaty  of  peaoe  with  Great  ^tun.  I 
waa  not  then  a  Senator.  Party  spirit  ran  iof^ 
at  that  time ;  and  we  all  know  tluit  those  reeo* 
latlona  were  oalealated  for  party  purposes. 
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merely  electioneerli^.  What  was  their  fiate  ! 
Scouted  by  every  demooratio  Senator  as  un- 
tenable, and  by  some  of  the  federal  Senatord. 
I  can  name  three.  The  two  members  from 
Bbode  Island,  and  one  from  Delaware.  And 
this  is  the  only  document  that  the  Senator  Jiaa 
produoed  to  sustain  his  charge  agunst  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, for  a  violation  of  tiie  ooustituticm — • 
simple  resolution  presented — ^not  acted  on — and 
not  sustained  by  tne  Senate.  It  died,  I  believe^ 
a  natural  deauu  Against  tboeo  resolatioQ& 
and  tbe  opinion  of  the  Senator,  I  am  supported 
by  the  opinion  of  Jefierson,  Madisoo,  my  learn- 
ed friend  frtun  Louisiana,  aud  by  the  conduct 
of  other  Administrations,  and  the  decision  of 
the  Senate  on  the  Panama  question.  Let  the 
peopld  and  my  constituents  judge  which  of  as 
have  produced  the  best  authoritiee.  But,  on 
all  constitutional  que^Iona,  I  am  the  sole  judg* 
for  myself,  I  rest  on  my  oath^  and  ai  my  goat 
juc^rment  directs. 

"Ine  Senator  has  aud.  and  truly  aud,  that 
tbe  constitution  gives  the  same  power  to 
Present  in  the  oaae  of  the  appointment  of 
Jud^s,  as  it  does  in  that  of  Ministers  to  foreign 
nations.  I  agree  that  the  power  b  exaoUy 
similar  in  every  respect.  He  then  asks  triompb- 
antiy,  "  will  any  man  si^  that  the  President 
could  appoint  in  the  recess  as  many  jodges  as 
he  mi^t  tiiink  proper  ? "  I  answer,  jea — if  he 
had  not  been  restrained  by  law.  I  will  state  a 
ease.  Suppose  the  Senate  had  risen  without 
confirming  the  nominatimu  the  first  judges 
made  by  Goaeral  Washington;  there  wouU 
have  been  presented  the  anranaly  of  lawa,  with- 
out judges  to  expound  and  administer  them. 
The  President  is  bound  by  tiie  constitution  to 
attend  to  the  execution  of  the  laws.  Without 
judges  that  duty  could  not  have  been  perform- 
ed. The  constitution  created  the  office  of  judge, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  have  been  uie 
duty  of  President  Washin^n  to  appoint  judges 
in  the  recess,  to  be  nonunated  to  the  Sen^>e, 
at  their  next  Bessy)n,  for  their  approbation  or 
r^eotion.  Offices  recognized  by  me  conetitu- 
tiw  or  the  laws  must  be  filled  by  the  ^point- 
ment  ol  the  Freadent  during  the  recess  of  the 
Scffli^  when  the  public  good  requires  it ;  and 
tiie  corrective  of  his  exercise  of  this  power  Uea 
in  the  Senate's  power  of  r^eotiog.  "Bn^" 
said  the  same  Senator,  "  we  have  now  seven 
jodges ;  can  the  President  appoint  an  ^hth  in 
the  recess  of  tiie  Senate  ? "  I  answer,  no :  be- 
cause the  law  has  established  the  number, 
wUoh  he  cannot  exceed,  and  that  number  is 
seven.  He  could  not  ^point  an  eighth  either 
in  the  recess  or  during  the  sesum  m  the  Sen- 
ate, nntil  the  law  is  altered,  and  an  increase  ot 
the  number  authorized. 

The  Sen^r  (Mr.  Tazkwkll)  has  emphati- 
cally told  ua,  not  on  his  opinion,  bat  positively, 
peremptorily,  that "  the  neddent  had  commit- 
ted a  pidpable  Sedation  <tf  the  constitutiui  in 
•aiding  oommiastoners  in  the  recess  to  make  a 
treaty  with  the  Porte,  without  nominating 
them  to  tbe  Senate,  in  derogation  <^  the  a^^^ 
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of  this  body."  This,  Mr.  Precident,  ia  a  grave 
eharge  against  that  high  offioer.  What  b  the 
meaoing  of  the  word  palpable  t"  Johnson 
says  that  one  of  its  meanings  is  plain,  eksily 
pero^tible.**  That  is  to  say,  so  plun  and  easy 
to  be  understood,  that  he  wno  reads  most  un- 
derstand. Is  it  then  soplun!  It  appears  that 
the  gentlemen  fhnn  New  namjMliire,  Louis- 
iana, North  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  do  not  find 
if  BO  plain ;  they  cannot,  they  hare  said,  see 
any  violation  whatever,  nor  can  I;  nor  has 
any  of  all  onr  Presidents  been  able  to  see  it. 
Fot,  sir,  in  all  bat  one  of  the  Administrations 
the  same  act  baa  been  done.  All  the  Presi- 
dents  have,  then,  been  violators  of  the  oonsti- 
tntion ;  the  Senate  also,  for  every  Senate  has 
sanctioned  the  violation.  And  now,  for  the 
first  time,  it  U  to  be  understood  that  it  is  a  vio- 
lation: and  it  is  to  be  charged  home  on  An- 
drew Jackson,  as  the  only  one  who  has  com- 
mitted the  saerilege.  Is  tiiis  &tr,  is  it  proper  I 
Tfhen  the  Senator  mnst  have  known  that  uen. 
Jackson  had  pnrsned  and  acted  npon  the  coarse 
of  all  his  predecessors  from  Washington  down, 
as  well  as  on  his  own  opinion.  The  President 
is  the  only  responsible  officer.  It  will  not  do 
to  go  behind  him  to  attack  the  Secretary  of 
8t^  (for  I  think  it  probable  that  he  alone  was 
consnlted.  and  he  alone  was  the  adviser.)  It 
win  not  do  for  the  Senator  to  say  that  he,  the 
Prendent,  knew  little  of  the  snbject,  and  acted 
because  he  was  ignorant^  and  therefore  onght 
to  be  exoased.  No,  sir;  if  he  has  done  wrong, 
if  he  has  palpaUy  vudsted  the  saored  instm- 
ment  that  ne  has  ewora  to  snpport,  ignorance 
can  be  no  plea ;  and  thb  ezonse  for  him  is  a 
more  vit^mt  insnlt  than  any  that  eonld  be 
offered ;  at  least  so  I  understand  it.  Bat,  Mr. 
President,  has  there  been  any  violation  of  the 
constitntion  ?  The  Senators  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  think  not,  and  I  concur  with  them 
in  opinion.  Has  any  President  ever  snbmitted 
to  the  Senate  the  nomination  of  commission- 
ers sQch  as  those  nnder  consideration  f  Never : 
I  challenge  those  Senators  to  show  one  solitary 
instuioe.  I  do  not  confine  my  question  to  Ha- 
lunnetan  but  to  Ohristian  powers^  which  if  they 
cannot,  (and  I  know  they  cannot,)  then  how 
can  the  Senator  (Ur.  Tazbwxu)  charge  the 
Prefddent,  General  Jackson,  with  having  com- 
mitted "a  flagrant  usurpation  of  power,  in  fia- 
grant  derogattou  of  the  powers  of  the  Senate ! " 
Bow  can  the  Senator  from  Tii^nia  urge  *'  that 
be  may  like  the  treason,  therefore  voted  for 
the  treaty,  but  detests  tiie  traitor." 

Ht.  Prandent,  rising  so  late  in  the  debate,  I 
have  found  all  that  I  meant  to  say  taken  from 
me  by  the  Senators  from  Louisiana  and  Geor- 
gia, and  more  ably  certainly  than  I  would  have 
conveyed  them.  I  may,  however,  be  fjardoned 
fi>r  fcdlowing  them,  and  perhaps  repeating  after 
ttum.  It  eannot  be  too  oftui  urged  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson  has  pursued  the  premdent  set  him 
hy  all,  or  almost  every  one  of  his  predecessors. 
The  Senator  from  Loulriana  has  read  to  yoa  a 
Tariety  (tf  instances  of  ocnumlidMws  .who  had 


been  sent  by  difierent  Freridents,  treaties  made 
by  than,  and  confirmed  by  Senate  witboat 
any  nomination,  and  not  a  word  Usped  of  its 
bemg  uneonrtitotional :  the  Senate  thus  ooo- 
firming  the  constitutionality  of  the  power  thai 
had  been  exMeised.  The  Senator  mrai  €)«(»> 
^a  has  prodnoed  ofeherv.  One  by  Goiml 
Washington  in  179S.  In  that,  the  power  under 
&e  great  seal  and  the  eign  manual  o(  the 
"Fawier  of  his  Ooantry,"  was  given  to  Mr. 
Hnmphreys,  then  a  oonsul  or  Minister  rendent 
(I  know  not  which)  at  Lisbon,  to  make  a  trea^ 
with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco.  Mr,  Hnm- 
phreys transferred  bis  power  to  Mr.  Simpson^ 
who  made  a  treat;r  wm<^  became  the  law  ca 
the  land.  Was  either  Mr.  Simpson  or  Mr. 
Humphreys  ever  nominated  to  the  Senate  I 
Nevw.  Not  a  whimpw  <^  nnoonstitatMmality. 
The  Senate  slept  at  t£cArpoMi,  and  now  General 
Wastdi^tra  la  found  by  tiie  Senator  from  Vir- 
^nia  to  be  a  palpable  violate  of  the  constita* 
ti«L  i^ain,  MeMTB.  Bodnepr,  Kand,  and  Qra- 
ham  were  sent  as  commiaaioners  to  the  South 
Americtm  States — Christian  States.  Were  they 
ever  nominated  to  the  Senate  i  No,  sir.  The 
late  President  gave  a  commission  to  Mr.  OfBey 
and  Oommodore  Cruie,  to  ixtai  with  the 
Ptnto.  Were  they  ever  nominated  to  the  Sen- 
ate !  No,  shr.  So  that  Mr.  Adams  was  also  a 
violator;  Mr.  Jefferscm.  Mr.  Madison  did  the 
same.  Mr.  Monroe  fcdlowed  after,  and  acted 
in  lU^e  manner.  Where  were  the  advisers  of 
those  gentleaien.  Where  the  advisers  of  Mr. 
Monroe?  Ite  it  is  well  known  that  he  acted 
(m  ftiU  advisement  of  his  eaUnet.  Wlwre,  I 
ask,  were  they  all,  that  they  did  not  prevent 
him  ftxm.  committing  this  presnmed  violenos 
of  the  oonstitotion  f  Were  they  all  asleep  at 
their  posts  ?  We  mast  condndie  that  none  of 
them  considered  it  a  violation  of  power. 

Hie  Senator  from  Virginia  said  that  it  wonld 
be  a  Uiing  unheard  unknown  to  the  history 
of  the  world,  *^that  a  power  at  war  ^ould 
send  a  Minister  to  the  power  with  which  it  was 
at  war."  Why,  Mr.  Preddcmt,  the  Senator's 
reading  and  mine  must  have  been  very  differ- 
ent. Mine  tujif  that  there  is  no  event  mora 
oommon.  I  am  now  reading  Ksmondt's  Italian 
Republics.  The  naoll  State*  of  Italy  were  in 
almost  perpetual  war  with  each  other;  and 
nothing  more  oommon  than  the  Bending  Minis* 
tors  {rom  one  city  to  the  other  to  treat  whilst 
war  raged  between  Hxmu  Bat,  rir,  I  will  read 
some  recent  oases,  some  in  which  we  had  an 
interest: 

"Fietiminary  articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace  bft- 
tweea  France  and  Great  Britain,  stgaed  at  Teiv 
Bsilles,  20th  January,  178S. 

*'  The  most  Christian  King  and  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  wishing  to  put  on  end  to  the  calamities  of 
war,  nominated  to  that  eSect,  on  the  part  of  the 
former,  the  Count  of  Tergennes,  and,  of  the  latter, 
Alioyn  ntsherbert,  Esq.,  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
his  said  Miflesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  wh<^ 
having  CMMWmieated  th^  AiH  powers  in  the  forUf 
have  agfeed  upon  the  feUoateg  preBminaries:" 
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Skcohd. — ^PreUminary  articlea  of  peace  rigned  at 
London,  lat  October,  1801,  between  Lord  Hawkea- 
bnry  and  Lodm  William  Otto.  They  eommuDieated 
their  foil  poven  in  due  form,  and  then  agreed  opon 
tiw  irticTna. 

In  1797,  Lord  IbOoMabiuT  ww  not  to  lide,  a 
chr  of  the  French  repmbUe,  aa  ambawadpr  with 
fill!  powers  to  ooDolode  a  peaMu 

In  1B06,  Lord  Lauderdale  wai  lent  to  ^ria  to 
negotiate  a  treat;  of  peaoe. 

Permit  me  to  submit  anotiher ;  a  very  strong 
one.  Queen  Anne  wanted  peace;  t^  allies 
were  not  so  disposed,  and  she  sent  a  secret 
'agent,  Hutthew  Prior,  I  believe  a  poet  He 
was  not  snapeoted,  for  who  would  suppose  that 
a  poet  woxud  be  sent  on  an  object  ao  Impor- 
tant? He  condoded  the  peace.  It  was  then 
made  pnblio;  and  the  Qneen  withdrew  her 
troops  from  the  allied  anny. 

Thc  late  period  of  the  session  warns  me  that 
I  onAt  not  to  oocnpy  any  more  of  your  thne, 
and  I  oondode  with  a  hqie  that  Hie  diaonsrion 
m«r  now  terminate. 

aeSore  I  At  down,  I  will  notice  an  observa- 
tion made  by  the  Benator,  (Mr.  Tazkwkll.)  He 
rignificantly  sneered  at  the  employment  of  con- 
gnls  and  captains  of  our  ships  of  war  being 
olothed  with  plenipotentiary  powers  to  make 
treaties.  «Consnhir'  said  he,  "WhatI  are 
theysnperior  to  jastices  of  the  peaoe  I 
tains  of  the  Kayy  with  their  commissions  m 
their  pockets,"  significantly.  And  yet,  Bir, 
ooDsata  uid  c^ttains  have  been  so  employed  by 
the  best  of  our  Fteudents.  Waahinffton  em- 
poyed  Mr.  Oonsnl  Hnmphreys,  as  has  been 
shown.'  Jefferson  employ^  Hr.  Lear  and  Oi^>- 
tain  PreUe  to  treat  with  Tripoli.  Kadison  em- 
ployed Consul  Sfaeler  and  OwUun  Decator  to 
treat  with  Algiers.  John  Qaincy  Adams  em- 
ployed Oi^tain  Bodgers  to  sonnd  the  Tnrk, 
that  he  might  know  nis  disposition  to  make  a 
treaty,  and  actually  appointed  Oonsnl  Offley 
and  Captain  Onme  to  make  a  treaty  with  the 
Porte ;  and  General  Jackson  has  employed  Oou- 
snls  Rhind  and  Offley,  and  Captain  Biddle,  to 
make  a  trea^.  They  have  done  so  to  the  sat- 
i^ictioit  of  the  Senator.  And  now,  for  the 
first  time,  is  fhnlt  ftnmd  tiiat  soeh  persona  have 
been  emj^oyed.  Why  t  Beoanse  Qisnenl  Jack- 
Boa  has  BO  Boted,  sir.  We  all  nnderstand  the 
cause,  and  so  will  the  people.  I  have  done. 

77i6  Vote  and  Amendment. 
"For  the  outfit  and  salary  of  an  envoy  extraoi^ 
dlnary  and  minister  plenipotentiary ;  for  the  nlariea 
of  a  secretary  of  legation,  of  a  dragoman,  and  a 
stndoit  of  languages,  at  Conatantinoide,  and  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  legation,  seventy-foor 
thousand  dollus :  that  is  to  say,  for  the  outfit  of  an 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary. 
Dine  thousand  dollars ;  for  the  salary  of  the  same, 
nine  thousand  dollars ;  for  salary  of  a  secretary  of 
legation,  two  thousand  dollars;  for  the  salary  of  a 
dragoman,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  for 
the  salary  of  a  student  of  languages,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dolUis ;  tor  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  legation,  fif^  thousand  doDart. 


[**  For  eompensatloii  tq  the  eomaMoam  em- 
^yed  hi  n^otiatiBg  a  btatj  with  the  SdtftaM 

Porte: 

"To  Charles  fibhid,  an  outfit  of  Sow  thoosaod 
fln  hondred  dollars,  dedscUng  thetefropi  whatever 
Bom  may  hare  been  paid  to  him  for  Us  personal  ex- 
penses. 

"  To  Charles  Bhhid,  David  Offley,  and  Jamee  Bid- 
die,  at  the  rate  of  four  thousand  fire  hnndred  dol- 
lara  per  annum  for  the  Ume  that  each  of  them  was 
engued  in  the  said  n^otiadoo. 

**For  compensadtHt  to  the  oomndsrionen  esa- 
ployed  on  a  former  occasion  for  a  similar  purpose : 

"  To  Wmiam  M.  Crane  and  David  OfBey,  at  flM 
rate  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  par  aa- 
num  for  the  time  that  each  of  than  waa  ei^aisd  ia 
the  said  negotlatira."] 

Kr.  Tazewxll  had  moved  to  starfte  ont  all 

the  forcing  included  in  braoketSb 
Mr.  Ka.sb^s  amendnient  was  as  follows : 
Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  oompensation,** 
in  the  flnt  line  of  the  seoond  paragraph  alKm 
quoted,  and  insert  "  to-Uie  persona  imeb^Die 
employed  in  our  intercourse  wi^  tiie  Sablime 
Porte,  the  forther  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  icA~ 
lars,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  twenty-fivo 
thousand  dollars  ^propriated  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  foreign  intercourse." 

This  motion  of  Ur.  Sahs  to  strike  out  and 
insert  having  precedenoe  of  Ifr.  Tazbwsu.^ 
motioiL  the  question  was  taken  Qiereon,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  aa  follows : 

Ykas. — ^Uessrs.  Barnard,  Benton,  Brown,  Dick^ 
son,  Dudley,  ElUs,  Forsyth,  Omndy,  Hayne,  Heo- 
drieks,  Iredell,  KtLue,  Kmg,  HcKinley,  Foindexter, 
Robbina,  Bobinson,  Sauford,  Smith  of  Maryland^ 
SmiUi  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Troup,  Woodbury — 22. 

NAT8.~UeBarB.  Barton,  Bell,  Bibb,  Burnet,  Cham- 
bers, Chase,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Johnston,  Knig;fa^ 
Livingston,  Uarlu,  Naudaln,  Bugles,  Seymour, 
Klsbee,  %tague,  Tbtewell,  Tyler,  WiUey, 
ster.— 21 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  f<^ow- 
iug  proviso,  moved  by  Itr,  Ttibb,  to  be  added 
to  Mi.  Eura'a  amenmnen^  viz : 

**  J*romded,  alvay.  That  nothing  In  this  act  con- 
tuned  shall  be  construed  as  sanctioning,  or  in  any 
way  approving,  the  appointment  of  these  persona 
by  the  President  alone,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  and  without  their  advice  and  consent,  aa 
commlaaionera  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Otto- 
man Porte." 

The  proviso  was  agreed  to  1^  tbe  fidloTlng 

vote: 

Tx^— Kessrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet, 
Chambers,  Ellis,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hayne,  Een- 
dricka,  IredeD,  Johnston,  King,  Kjoight,  Marks, 
Kandain,  Poindazter,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Klsbee, 
Sprague,  Taxewell,  Tyler,  Webster,  WiUey— 26. 

Natb.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chaae, 
Diokerson,  Dudley,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Kane,  lirino- 
ston,  Hc^nley,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Sanford,  SmiUi 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Troup,  Wood- 
bury—IB. 

Mr.  Tazbwxll  thai  withdrew  his  motion  to 
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■trike  out,  and  tin  united  amendinaita  <tf 
Keeira.  Kahs  and  Tt£bb  consequently  became 
a  Bnbstitate  for  that  part  of  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  Finance,  providing 
for  the  compeosation  of  the  commisrionera  ap- 
pointed to  oondnde  the  treaty. 

Mr.  WsBSTEB  tiien  sabmitted  the  foUoviog 
amendment : 

Strike  ont  all  that  relates  to  the  oat&  and 
salary  of  a  Hinister  plenipotentiary,  Ac,  and 
insert — 

"  For  the  outfit  and  salary  of  a  ohargfi  d'affures; 
for  the  adary  of  s  dragonum,  and  a  atadent  of  lan- 
gaages,  at  Qonatantuiople,  and  for  (be  contingent 
•zpeDses  of  ths  legaUon,  Uiirty-eigbt  thousand  dol- 
lars: that  is  to  say,  for  the  outfit  of  a  oharg6  d'af- 
Ikirea,  four  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars;  for  the 
sslaiy  of  the  saroe,  foor  thousand  fire  hundred  dol- 
lars; for  the  salary  of  a  dragoman,  tvo  thousand 
five  hundred  doHsrs;  for  the  salary  of  a  student  of 
Ispgosges^  one  thoasand  five  bandred  dollars ;  for 
the  ooDtiiigeDt  expenses  of  (he  legation,  twenty-4re 
tboasand  dbllars.^ 

Kr.  Wkbsteb  said  that  this  snblect  had  been 
presented  to  the  Senate  in  a  double  aspect  by 
the  Preudent  of  the  United  States — ^tbe  choice 
^ipeared  to  be  left  to  tiiat  body  whether  they 
seod  a  Minister  plenipotentiary  or  a 
cha^  d'affisirea  to  the  court  of  Oonstantino- 
ple ;  and  the  Committee  of  Finance  had  snb- 
mitted  an  iqipropriatiou  for  the  salary  and  outfit, 
of  the  former.  One  of  the  letters  read  to  the 
Senate,  that  froto  lb*.  Offley,  who  certainly  ap- 
peared to  hare  bad  some  experience  on  tms 
sabjeet,  si^^ested  the  propriety  of  sending  a 
chargS  d'a^res,  and  in  this  opini(Hi  he  (Mr. 
W.)  most  heartily  concurred.  Mr.  W.  spoke 
at  some  length  in  favor  of  his  motion ;  said  he 
could  see  no  very  great  necessity  for  the  mis- 
sion— that  he  tiiooght  our  relations  with  Tur- 
key would  continue  pretty  much  in  the  same 
■tate  as  before — and  that,  for  some  time  to 
come,  our  omunl  at  Smyrna  woold  be  tiie  Eomt 
important  agent  of  the  United  State*  in  that 
quarter  of  the  world.  He  spoke  of  the  large 
salaries  of  the  Ministers  of  foreign  poWers  at 
the  court  of  Constantinople ;  the  great  show 
and  parade  they  made  there,  wholly  for  effec^ 
and  said  that,  if  our  Ministers  compluned  of 
the  incompetrace  of  their  salaries  at  the  courts 
of  the  civilized  powers  of  Europe,  there  cer- 
tainly would  be  more  cause  of  <^mplaint  at 
Constantinople.  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  mission  was  to  be  continued; 
whether  »  rimilar  call  fbr  salaries,  dHL,  would 
1m  made  next  year ;  qxAe  tX.  the  laxge  amount 
^ipro]viated  f6r  oontingHu^ ;  and  ad»d  if  it 
was  BQppoaed  tbiA  a  Minister  oonld  support 
himself  at  a  salary  of  $9,000  per  annum.  If  a 
representative  must  be  sent,  he  thought  a 
Gharg6  d'afiMres  would  be  competent  to  per- 
form all  tiie  necessai^  duties ;  though,  even  if 
his  amendment  prevaded,  his  opinion  was,  that 
another  iiussion  in  Europe  should  not  be  estab- 
lished.  He  was  not  in  &vor  of  an  increase  of 


[Snun. 

missions — ^he  would  rather  reduce  some  of  those 
now  existing. 

Mr.  Kmo  said  that  the  subject  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Oommittee  of  Finance  without 
any  recommendation  from  the  Executive ;  and, 
after  consultation,  that  oommittee  bad  come  to 
the  cotacluidon  that  it  would  be  best  to  submit 
an  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  a  Minister 
plenipotentiary.  The  salary  would  command 
the  serrices  of  an  individual  who  would  be 
qualified  to  sustain  the  character  and  standing 
of  the  orantey,  and  enable  him  the  better  to 
keep  up  a  suitable  establishment.  He  was  un- 
der the  impression  that  it  would  not  be  neoa»- 
sary  to  keep  a  lOnister  at  Constaa^ople  for 
any  great  iei^th  of  time.  The  otuitingenciea, 
of  the  mission  wtmld  rtot  be  greater  than  at 
the  court  of  any  other  power,  except  in  the 
first  instance;  snd  this  to  comply  with  the 
usual  custom  there  to  make  presents  on  the  rat- 
ification of  a  trea'^. 

Mr.  WooDBOBT  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment submitted  by  Mr.  Webstxb. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  also  preferred  the  amendmoit; 
thoujgh  he  saw  no  nebeasit^,  he  said,  fw  politi- 
cal relations  between  this  country  and  Tur- 

foots  reoq[>italated  the  Tiews  of  the 
Oommittee  of  Finance  in  providing  for  a  Min- 
ister plenipotentiary,  and  sud  the  Qovemment 
did  not  intend  keeping  him  there  more  than 
one  year.  The  object  was  to  send  a  Minister  of 
the  highest  gEade,  in  the  first  instance,  whose 
duty  it  would  be  to  exchange  the  ratifications 
of  the  treaty,  and  afterwards  a  charge  d'aCGEures 
would  be  amply  sufiSoient.  A  Minister  pleni- 
potentiary, he  remarked,  had  access  to  the  Sul- 
tan ;  a  oharg^  could  not  approaoh  beyond  the 
Grand  Vizier. 

The  questim  was  pnt  on  the  amendment  sab- 
mitted by  Mr.  Wkbsteb,  and  determined  ha  the 
affirmative  as  fi^ows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  Bomet,  Chambers,  Obose,  Clayton,  Diclter- 
son,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hayne, 
Hendricks,  Holmes,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight, 
McKinley,  Marks,  Naudain,  Foindexter,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Boggles,  Seymour,  ffilsbee,  SfHragiie, 
Tazewell,  Tro^  Tldsr,  Webster,  WlUey,  Wood. 
bui7— ffr. 

Nat&— Messrs.  Kbb,  Dudley,  Ellis,  mng,  Uvbg- 
8t(Hi,  Sanford,  Smith  of  Maryland— 7. 


Satobdat,  February  36. 

Loffing  Dutim,  and  Regulating  Commerce,  tm 
DisHnet  and  Incanxiertible  Pawn. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ton relative  to  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  was  taken  up  for  oonnderation ; 
when  Mr.  B.  remarked  that  he  had  not  submit- 
ted the  resolution  with  a  view  to  its  being  acted 
on  at  the  present  session,  but  that  it  might  re- 
oeive  the  early  oonnderation  of  the  Senate  at 
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the  nert  stated  seauw  of  Gongr«aa.  On  his 
motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 

be  printed. 

The  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Bepreeentatirea 
DirftitTig  apprDpriationa  for  oarryi&g  on  certain 
roads  and  works  of  internal  improvement,  and 
providing  for  snrveys,  was  twice  read,  and  re- 
nrred. 

ifaticnal  Soad  in  Ohio. 

The  bill  granting  the  uaent  of  OongreM  to 
•n  act  of  uie  General  Aasembly  of  Ohio,  for 
erecting  toll  gates,  &c,  uid  otiierwise  provid- 
liig  fbr  the  preserv^on  and  repair  of  the 
United  States  road  within  t^e  limits  of  that 
State,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  bj  a 
TOte  <^  twen^-idiie  to  seven,  as  fwows : 

YiA*. — Mesara.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Burnet,  Chambers,  Chue,  CU;ton,  Dudley,  Foot, 
Frelingbufsen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Kane,  Knight, 
UcKioley,  Hariu,  Naodaiu,  Robbina,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles,  Sanford,  Seymonr,  Silsbee,  &nith  of  Harylaud, 
Webster,  WUley,  Woodbuiy— 29. 

ITatb.— UeaerB.  Brown,  GUIs,  Hayne,.  Iredell, 
Poiodexter,  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Troup— 4. 

General  Appropriation  Bill — Bipmtet  of  tht 
Oovenmenl—Inereate. 

The  Senate  again  resumed,  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  biU  making  ^propriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
1881 — the  qnestion  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
artfendment  of  tlie  Committee  of  Finance,  aa 
yesterday  amended. 

Mr.  Foot  rose  to  make  a  few  general  remarks 
on  ih»  increa^ng  ezpenditores  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Hr.  F.  a^d,  we  are  indeed  fallai  on  evil 
tlmeB.  The  application  of  the  "  searching  oper- 
ation," mentioned  by  General  Jackson  in  his 
inangnral  address,  has  become  indispensable  to 
save  the  Treasury  from  bankruptcy.  The  siren 
song  of  retrenchment,  economy,  and  reform, 
has  lost  its  &8cinating  cliorms.  Broad  and  bold 
assertions  will  no  longer  be  received  as  proof  of 
economy,  while  the  public  docnroents  prove 
them  to  be  false ;  the  people  will  no  longer  be 
deceived  by  these  hackneyed  terma^  nor  can 
.  the  present  Administration  be  screened  from 
censme  by  diargiog  their  predeoessOTS  witii 
wasteftd  eztravsganceL"  when  the  doooments 
ftamish  convincing  proof  that  the  present  h)  the 
most  extravagant  Administration  that  has  ever 
wielded  the  destinies  of  the  nation.  He  called 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  docmnents 
in  proof  of  his  assertion,  and  presented  a  state- 
ment taken  from  the  printed  reports  from  the 
departments,  from  which  he  gave  the  compara- 
tive ezpendittires  between  the  two  last  years 
ofUr.  Adams's  Administration,  and  the  two  first 
of  G«ieral  Jackson's. 


Appropriations  in  1S2T, 
"       «  1828, 

Uaktog. 


911,816,668  96 

12,826,182  69 


$28,642,061  64 


In  tfae  year  1829, 
"  1880, 

Total  io  the  two  fiist  yean  of 
General  Jackson's  economical 
Administration, 

Haking  an  excess  of  expendftore 
In  two  years,  above  the  expense 
in  Hr.Adama'eAdBhilttrallon, 
<rf         "      •      •  - 

And  of  this  exeeBB,neariy  half  in 

tiie  civil  list- 
Civil  list,  1S27,  • 

"       1828,    -      -  - 


111,766,684  69 
14,844,090  «6 


KaUng 


$26,610,816  S4 


$8,868,661  80 


$l,fl8,81f  04 
$3,466,724  S» 


dva  Hat,  1820, 

<'  1880, 


$S,88T,808  88 
a,86Sy461  81 


Haking  an  exeeas  in  the  dvil  Qst 
alone  daring  the  two  flist  yeaza 
of  OeoaialJiidaMKi'B  Admlid» 
tration,  ... 

The  amount  of  appropriaUona 
centred  in  the  bill  for  the 
support  of  Government  for 
18S1,  now  under  conslder^on, 
as  passed  by  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatires, 

Proposed  amendments  by  Ae 
ummittee  of  Finance  <d  fte 
Senate, 

JfaklDg  In  the  whole,  • 


$4,f89,f 64  84 


$1,888,989  tfi 


$t,oeo,rr8H 


181,000  00 
$S.lf  I,nft  84 


This  extraordinary  increase  of  expenditure 
speaks  a  language  not  to  be  misunderstood.  If 
any  Senator  doubts  the  fhct  let  him  examine 
the  printed  doemnents,  and  he  wDl  find  tiie 
statement  oorreot-^e  statement  before  him 
was  taken  fh>m  those  documents. 

Do  yon  ask,  how  can  these  things  beV  B  ii 
easily  acoonnted  for  by  the  increased  expenses 
in  every  department  —  by  estaUisbing  new 
bareaus — by  creating  new  offices — by  increas- 
ing ralaries  and  contingent  expenses — by  in- 
creasing the  number  of  clerks-— and  by  every 
other  possible  means  for  rewarding  politicd 
p^tsans.  Fifty-two  additional  pages  in  tfae 
Bloe  Book,  of  names  of  officers,  will  (pve  some 
evidence  of  an  increase  in  the  number— Hie  i«> 
calling  of  four  Ministers,  and  some  diaisSs 
d'affaires,  will  account  for  abont  $8(^000  in- 
creased expense  durmg  the  first  year  of  tMi 
eccmomioal  Administration — the  offiee  SoUei- 
tor  of  the  Treasury,  created  at  the  last  seenon 
to  perform  a  part  of  the  duties  of  the  tlfOk 
Auditor,  as  agent  for  the  Treasury,  has  eaUed 
for  an  extra  appropriaUon  <tf  near  $10,000. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  we  need  tiie  aid  and  feithfta] 
services  of  another  radical  oommittee^'*  as 
the  Select  Committee  of  1830  has  been  called 
by  the  Ohurman  of  the  Ctnomtttee  of  Finance, 
which  he  himself  has  acknowledged  savtfl  t^^rea 
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millions  of  ddlan  to  the  Tre8siii7f  to  arreet  the 
piwress  of  the  Goveniment  in  Hs  downward 
road  to  bankmptcj  and  rain. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Yarkms  otiier  amendments  were  made,  and 
the  bin  baviog  bem  «>t  throagh  in  Committee 
of  the  'V^e,  Uie  mil  and  amendments  were 
lepOTted  to  the  Senate;  and 

Tht  amendment  adopted  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  WmnKB  coming  up,  Ifr.  Shttb,  of  Mary- 
Innd,  moved  to  strike  ont  from  tiie'  salary  of  a 
draa<Dman,  $600 ;  which  was  n^atived. 

Mr.  Hatbb  moved  to  strike  oat  the  provision 
for  a  rtadent  of  langnages ;  whioh  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative— yeas  29,  nays  18. 

The  qnefltion  was  then  pnt  on  the  amendment 
of  Hr.  WaBBTEB,  as  amended,  and  detem^ned 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Tufl. — ^Heairs.  Baniard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Bliovn,  Bomet,  Chambers,  Obase,  ClAjton,  Dudley, 
BHh,  FoTBjth,  FrelinghuTaen,  Qnindy,  Hayne,  Hen- 
dricks, Hotmea,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  King, 
Kiriaht,  livincitoii,  IbAa,  Naodain,  Pcrfndexter, 
Robbins,  BoUBSoo,  Ssafbid,  Saraoer,  EBsbee, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  South  Carolina, 
Sprsgoe,  Taiewdl,  Tkoap,  T]4er,  Webster,  Wood- 
bin7--89. 

Nati,— 4lassm.  Sbb,  Foot,  UcKbiley,  Bn^te* 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  strike  ont  the  proviso, 
vesterdi^  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Xtlss  ; 
W  gave  way  for 

Mr.  EiRo,  who  moved  to  strike  ont  all  after 
the  word  '*  Provided,"  and  insert  aproviuo 
more  general  in  its  natnre,  referring  not  only  to 
tiia  pnseiU  and  past  Administration,  but  to  all 
foimer  Administratims. 

After  some  oonveratlMi  between  Messrs. 
WoaramT,  Wbbbtir,  and  Houoa, 

Ifr.  WKBsns  called  for  a  divinon  of  the  qnes- 
taim.  BO  as  first  to  determine  on  striking  ont. 

The  qnestion  was  negatived — yeas  19,  nays 
S8. 

Mr.  Knra  now  renewed  a  motion  he  had  be- 
fore made,  to  strike  ont  from  the  proviso  tJie 
words  "  by  the  President  fdone  "  and  "  a  treaty 
bat  the  motion  was  declared  not  to  be  in  order, 
the  Senate  having  Jost  determined  that  it  would 
not  strike  out  any  part  after  the  word  "Pro- 
Tided." 

Mr.  Bob  now  renewed  the  motion  to  strike 
oat  the  whole  of  the  woviao,  which,  after  an 
e^lanation  by  Mr.  Ttlu^  of  his  object  in 
offering  it,  ^sclaiming  any  intention  of  giving 
it  a  iMtrticidar  upliomon  to  the  Prerident,  was 
determined  in  the  negative  aa  follows : 

TijUk— Ihsara.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chase,  Dad- 
ley,  Fot^th,  Gnm^,  Kane,  King,  Livingston,  Hc- 
Klnley,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  South  Cw^dhia,  Troop,  Woodbory— 17. 

Natb.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Bomet, 
Cbamben,  Clayton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Fretinghuysen, 
Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Iredell,  Jofanston, 
Kfldgbtt  Marks,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Buggies,  Sey- 
moor,  SUsbee,  Spragoe,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Webster 

•    Vofc.  XL— 17 


Mr.  Kaiiz*8  amendment  was  amended,  by 
striking  ont  tlie  words  "  in  addition  to,"  and 
inserting  the  words,  in  ud  of^  and  thns  amend- 
ed was  agreed  to. 

So  the  Mxth  amendment  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

"For  the  outfit  and  salary  of  a  charg6  d'afikires 
and  a  dragoman  at  Constantinople,  and  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  legation,  $S6,500 :  that  is  to 
say,  for  the  outfit  of  a  ohargi  d*afBdt«i^  $4,600 ;  fbr 
the  salary  of  the  same,  $4,800 ;  for  the  siJary  of  a 
drasomaa,  $2,600;  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  legation,  $26,000. 

"  For  compensation  to  the  persons  heretofore  em- 
ployed in  our  intercouTGe  with  the  Sublime  Forte, 
the  farther  sum  of  $16,000,  in  aid  of  the  sum  of 
$26,000,  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  foreign  interconne :  Prowided,  alvajfa.  That  noth- 
ing in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  as  sane- 
tioniug,  or  in  any  way  amrovii^,  the  appointment 
of  these  persona  by  toe  iVsident  alone;  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  and  without  their  advice  and 
consent,  as  comBussioners  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with 
the  Ottoman  Forte." 

The  amendments  wa«  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  Ull  to  be  read  a  third  time; 
and  then 

The  Senate  a^onmed. 


MoNDAT,  Febroary  23. 

Death     Mr.  IToble.  « 

On  the  Senate  ht&ng  called  to  order- 
Mr.  HurmtioKS  roee,  and  sud,  it  beoones, 
Mr.  President,  my  painfnl  dnty  to  annonnee  to 
Mie  Senate  the  deaui  of  my  respected  colleagne. 
He  departed  this  life  on  Saturday  evening  last, 
at  ten  o'clock.  His  services  in  wis  body  have 
been  futMol  and  nnintermpted  for  the  last 
fifteen  years.  They  have  been  honorable  to 
himself,  and  nsefnl  to  his  conntry;  bnt  man 
goeth  to  tus  long  home,  and  with  him  these 
services  have  terminated  in  the  meridian  of  life. 
He  had  indeed  lived  to  see  his  early  associates 
in  the  biuiness  of  ibis  House  retire  to  other 
spheres  of  life,  w,  like  himself  pass  nlently 
into  the  grave ;  yet  his  ftiends  nu^ht  reason- 
ably have  hoped  and  expected  for  hmi  a  longer 
period  of  nsefblness  and  ^stinction.  On  an 
oconrrenoe  like  the  present,  and  especially  stand- 
ing, as  I  do^  in  the  midst  of  a  circle  so  intimate- 
ly acqn^nted  with  the  deceased,  it  will  not  be 
expected  of  me  to  prononnce  his  eulogy ;  bnt 
I  can  speak,  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  speak 
in  the  language  of  early  and  well-tried  personal 
friendship  of  one  highly  prized,  not  only  by 
himsd^  but  by  the  State  he  has  so  long  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  ot  an  indivldaal  idolized  by 
almost  every  oarde  in  whioh  he  ever  moved. 
He  was  a  bold  and  fearless  ptditidan,  wann 
and  generous  in  his  feelings.  He  had  a  heart 
that  responded  to  every  advance  of  sympathy 
and  benevolence ;  a  heart  formed  for  the  most 
ardent  attadunents.  Open  ted  nndisgulsed, 
the  pnnninent  tndts  <tf  his  ohanuter  were  al- 
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vays  before  the  world ;  hut  a  Ions  period  of 
familiar  acquaintance  coold  only  develop  the 
u^or,  the  demotion,  and  the  ralne  of  his  friend- 
ship. For  each  an  associate,  it  may  well  be 
pennitted  as  to  mourn,  and  well  assiired  am  I, 
that,  in  p^ing  these  last  honors  to  bis  memory, 
we  are  bnt  Kiving  expresnon  to  tbs  feelings  of 
vrerj  member  ^  the  Boiate.  Bia  awAetj  I 
have  enjoyed  when  he  was  in  health.  In  sick- 
ness I  have  frequentlr  been  near  him,  and  en- 
deavored to  soothe  his  boors  of  angnish  and 
distraM ;  and  I  had  an  opportnmtjr  ofwatching 
with  inteniw  anxiety^  and  great  solicitude,  the 
last  moments  of  his  hfe. 

Mr.  BuBKiT  then  sabmitted  the  following 
resolntion ;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Jtaolvad,  unaiumowly,  That  a  committee  be  Ap- 
pointed to  take  order,  for  Buperiotendlng  the  funend 
of  the  Hon.  Jahxs  Noble,  deceased,  which  will  tak« 
{dace  at  lialf-past  eleven  o'clock  this  day,  and  that 
the  Senate  wUl  attend  the  same ;  and  that  notice  of 
this  cTent  be  given  to  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea. 

The  Ohair  stated  that,  nnder  the  circam- 
stances  of  the  ease,  npon  being  yesterday  in- 
formed of  the  death  of  the  late  Senator  from 
Indiana,  he  had  ^pointed  a  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements, and  {Mill  bearers;  and  hoped  the 
ooorae  he  hadparnied  would  not  be  disapproved 
o£ 

Ur.  Branr  then  snbmitted  the  following 

resolntionB ;  which  were  adopted : 

JtMolved,  unattimtinulv.  That  the  memben  of  the 
Senate,  from  a  dneere  desire  of  show^eveiy  mark 
of  mpeot  dne  to  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  James 
KOBLS,  deceased,  thdr  late  assocliite,  will  go  into 
mourning  for  him  for  one  month,  by  tlie  usual  mode 
of  wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

SttolvM^  wtonunoWy,  That,  as  an  adcUtfonal 
mark  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Jakes 
Noble,  the  Senate  do  now  atyonru. 

[Tbe  body  of  the  deceased  was  then  brooght 
into  t^e  chamber  of  the  Senate,  and  placed 
in  front  of  the  Secretary's  desk.  Soon  after 
vluch,  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  preceded 
by  their  Speaker  and  Clerk,  twether  with 
their  Sergeant-at-Anns,  entered  me  chamber, 
and  were  immediately  followed  by  the  Presi- 
dent tiie  United  States,  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments^ and  tbe  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
who  reroectivdy  took  tbe  seats  prepared  for 
them.  The  Ohtq>l«dn  to  the  Senate  (the  Kev. 
Mr.  Johns)  then  rose,  and  delivered  an  eloquent 
and  very  impressive  address,  which  was  foil  ow- 
ed by  a  fervent  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gorley, 
the  Chaplain  to  the  House.  A  procession  was 
then  formed,  and  proceeded  to  the  Eastern 
Branch  bnrial  ground,  where  the  remains  of 
the  deceased  were  solemnly  interred.] 


TmSDAT,  March  1. 
Dutitt  on  Itwi. 

Kr.  D10ESB801T  moved  that  the  Senate  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  paper  yesterday  sub- 
mUtod  hj  him  w  the  viewa  of  tiie  minori^  of 


[Mabcb,  1881. 

the  Select  Committee  on  the  snbjeot  of 
dncing  the  duties  on  iron, 

Mr.  Hatub  said  he  wonld  be  glad  to  know 
what  course  should  be  adopted  respecting  it 
when  taken  up — if  it  were  intended  to  have  it 
printed  as  an  argnmeDt  aninat  the  report  of 
the  Select  Committee  which  he  had  presented, 
he  wished  to  know  if  the  gentleman  woold 
have  any  objection  to  his  bavmg  an  anvww-  to 
that  argument  in  like  manner  printed.  The 
report  of  the  committee— of  the  maiority  of  the 
committee,  had  already  been  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  the  document  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Dickerson,)  which  ex- 
hibited the  views  of  the  minority  of  that  com- 
mittee, conld  not  now  go  with  it  unless  an  ex- 
tra number  of  copies  of  the  original  report  were 
ordered  to  be  printed.  To  this  he  would  have 
no  objection,  provided  his  answer  or  rejoinder 
to  that  argument  went  along  with  it.  If  tho 
prinUng  of  the  original  report  for  the  use  itf  the 
Senate  had  not  in  the  first  place  been  refused — 
a  course  which  had  been  well  said  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Alabama  (Ur.  Kino)  was  altogether 
unprecedented,  and  ont  of  the  r^lar  mode 
adopted  with  every  report  of  a  committee,  he 
(Mr.  Hatkk)  might  not  have  thought  of  stand- 
ins  on  his  right.  As  it  was,  he  conceived  he 
an  equal  right,  if  this  practice  of  allowiDg 
individoal  menibers  of  a  committee  to  print 
their  arguments  agunst  a  report  were  tolerated, 
to  expect  his  rejoinder  to  that  argnmeut  to  bo 
printed — and  if^tbe  gentleman  .chose  to  reply  to 
that,  he  (Mr.  H.)  would  be  prepared  with  a 
replicaUon  to  th^  argument,  ana  thus  0)  on 
and  adc  fhr  all  to  be  printed  for  the  use  <»  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  DiOKSRSON  replied  that  his  sole  object 
was  to  present  the  views  of  tbe  minority  of  l^e 
committee  on  the  subject.  But  he  only  pre- 
sented it  as  the  views  of  himself  and  anouier  in 
their  individual  capacity,  and  as  individoals 
they  had  a  right  to  ask  for  those  views  to  bo 
printed.  It  was  a  right  which  they  in  common 
with  others  possessed;  and  was  it  not  the  case 
that  the  views  of  individuals  respecting  the 
subjects  of  memorials  even  were  frequently 
printed  ?  He  would  have  no  objection  to  the 
gentl^pian'B  r^oinder  being  printed,  provided 
he  was  informed  what  it  would  be ;  but,  before 
deciding,  it  would  be  but  proper  to  know  some- 
thing respecting  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  sud,  if  this  practice 
were  sanctioned,  it  would  put  an  end  to  all 
their  former  rules  of  proceeding ;  it  was  unpar- 
liamentary and  qnite  unprecedented.  It  wotild 
now  appear  that  we  were  to  have  a  counter 
report— on  answer  to  that,  and  thus  he  did 
not  know  whore  it  was  to  have  an  end.  The 
subject  appeared  to  lead  to  debate ;  there  were 
many  bills  from  the  other  House  which  it  was 
necessary  to  take  ap  without  loss  of  Ume,  axA 
he  woald  ther«lbre  move  that  the  paper  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Houtsa  stud,  for  hla  part  he  would  hare 
no  oljjection  to  the  plan  which  the  gentleman 
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from  South  Oarolina  (Ur.  Hi.thb)  had  bud  oot 
for  hinuelf  to  pursue,  if  be  (Mr.  H.)  were  al- 
lowed also  to  adopt  it,  and  to  write  daring  the 
recess,  while  time  might  bang  heavy  on  his 
handa,  a  farther  replication  to  the  gentleman's 
TepHeatioti,  and  tiits  too  to  be  printed  at  the 
pimlic  expense.  He  had  also,  be  confesaed,  like 
the  honorable  Senator,  a  penchant  for  making  an 
oocflsioDal  speedi,  and  for  seeing  himself  in  print 
now  and  agiun :  and  be  hoped,  if  this  new  sys- 
tem were  to  be  adopted,  that  tiie  privilege 
which  he  lud  dum  to,  would  also  be  extended 
to  falm. 

Ur.  Claytoh  suggested  Uiattbe  Senator  from 
Hew  Jersey  Qtr,  DioksbsoiO  might  better  ac- 
complish his  parpo6&  if  tne  Oommittee  on 
ICaanfietnres,  of  whiui  he  was  chainnan,  were 
to  report  on  the  same  subject 

Mr.  DioKXBSoN  explained,  and  inssted  on  bis 
right,  from  former  precedents,  that  bis  paper, 
wQich  exhibited  a  view  of  two  individuals  who 
bad  formed  a  nuaority  of  the  conmiittee,  should 
be  received ;  and  said,  if  it  w^ere  not  intended 
to  carry  the  matter  ad  ii^aittim^  the  Senate 
coold  say  where  it  was  to  stop. 

After  some  farther  remarks  from  Hatnb 
and  Mr.  Euro,  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr. 
SiuTH'a  motion' to  lay  on  the  table,  when  it  was 
negatived  by  a  vote  of  19  to  12. 

Ur.  HATan  then  moved,  as  m  amendment  to 
the  (mginal  motion  for  the  receiving  of  Ifr. 
Dioobsok's  report,  wbidi  was  still  pending, 
that  the  views  ca  tiie  m^ority  of  the  committee 
in  repUe^on  to  that  paper  be  also  printed. 

The  question  on  this  last  amendment  being 
first  taken,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Hatitb 
liaoded  in  the  replication  accordingly. 

Mr.  Websteb  said,  that,  in  regard  to  a  report 
from  a  minority  of  a  committee,  althoagh, 
strictly  speaking,  there  could  be  no  such  thing, 
as  a^committee  was  a  regular  appointed  body 
and  constituted  a  whole,  still,  alttioogb  it  might 
be  irregular  for  the  minority  to  report  as  sndi, 
in  a  case  Bke  the  prraentj  he  thon^t  they  were 
entitled  to  give  thdr  news  as  mdividnals  on 
the  p6Bcy  of  a  measure  to  which  they  had  al- 
ways been  opposed,  and  which  went  to  recom- 
mend a  eja^m  to  the  couutry  which  was  alto- 
gether new.  He  would  therefore  vote  in  fkvor 
of  the  document  being  received. 

Mr.  Gbcstdt  said  he  would  vote  agfunst  it, 
because  he  thought  any  other  individual  in  the 
Senate  had  an  equal  right  to  offer  his  views  on 
the  sulject,  and  nave  mem  printed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  receiving  the 
paper  presented  by  Mr.  Diokebson,  when  the 
mottm  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  19  to  18. 

Mr.  SsoTH,  of  Maryland}  moved  that  when 
the  Senate  a^jonm  to-day.  it  shall  adjourn  to 
meet  to-morrow  at  ten  o^dock.  The  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Insolvent  Bebtora  of  ths  United  Statet. 
The  biB  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent 
debtors  of  the  United  States  was  then  taken  op, 
on  motion  of  Hr.  Wbbsxbb. 


Mr.  Wbbstsr  then  s^d,  the  ohject  of  this 
important  and  long-deured  measure  was  to  en- 
able the  Government,  in  proper  cases,  and  by 
a  just  and  safe  proceeding,  to  compromise  wita 
certain  of  its  insolvent  debtors.  He  looked  on 
this  object  as  equally  politic  and  humane.  The 
relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  was  a  delicate 
one;  many  practical  consequences  ordinarily 
sprang  from  it ;  and  it  was  not  expedient  that 
large  numbers  of  persons  should  bear  this  relar 
tion  to  the  Government,  without  the  hope  of 
ever  changing  it.  It  naturally  cheiished  feel- 
ings not  the  most  fKendly,  to  the  discharge  of 
social  and  political  duties.  Hopeless  debt,  too, 
tenninates  the  active  ageaay  and  effective 
efforts  of  most  of  those  who  have  become  sub- 
ject to  it  Their  exertions,  their  enteipriee, 
their  useftilness,  are  in  a  great  measure  lost  to 
society.  Few  will  struMe  under  a  weight 
wMob  they  Know,  stru^e  as  they  may,  can 
never  be  moved.  Few  will  exert  themsuves, 
under  the  consciousness  that  the  utmost  exer- 
tion will  never  enable  them  to  throw  off  or  to 
break  the  ohun  which  binds  them,  and  to  place 
themselves  ag^n  in  a  condition  to  enter  the 
employments,  the  business,  and  the  engagements 
of  society.  It  was  wise,  therefore,  in  his 
opinion,  tiiat  eveir  bopdessly  insolvent  debtor 
to  Government*  shonld  be  able  to  ask  Inquiry 
into  his  case,  and  the  causes  of  his  inabiUty,  and 
to  show  his  honesty  and  his  misfortune,  and 
then  have  the  power  of  making  his  peace  vrith 
his  creditor;  to  have  his  quietus,  m  the  lan- 
guage of  the  old  law,  and  be  encouraged,  once 
more,  to  such  efforts,  and  such  servicos,  as  his 
social  and  domestic  duties  may  require  of  him. 

This  being  the  general  object  of  the  bill,  sud 
Mr.  W.,  it  proceods,  in  the  first  place,  to  dis- 
tinguish clearly  and  broadly  between  mere  debt 
and  official  delinquency.  This  distinction  is 
founded,  not  only  m  true  policy,  but  in  correct 
morals  also.  Unpaid  debt  is  one  thing;  vio- 
lated trust  very  much  another  thing.  Delin- 
quency, or  failure  in  the  discharae  of  official 
duty,  finds  neither  &vor  nor  indiugenoe  in  any 
of  the  proviuons  of  tiiis  bill.  Principals  m 
official  bonds,  and  all  persons  who  have  received 
money  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  or  who 
have  received  it  from  the  Treasury^  for  public 
disbursement,  are  cut  off  from  all  its  benefits. 
This  is  just.  It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark, 
however,  that  in  the  history  of  our  GJovem- 
ment,  the  public  has  lost  infinitely  less  by  pub- 
lic debtors,  than  by  public  officers  and  servants. 
Six  or  seven  hundred  millions  of  dollars  have 
been  received  into  the  Treasury,  almost  all  by 
being  first  secured  by  bond,  with  only  a  loss  of 
the  half  of  one  per  cent  This  fact  speaks  much, 
not  only  to  the  credit  of  a  system,  out  also  for 
the  inte^ty  and  punctnality  of  the  American 
mercantile  character.  "So  Government  hi  the 
world,  I  believe,  oolleota  its  revenues  with 
more  cert^ty,  or  more  economy,  than  ours. 
But  it  must  be  confessed,  that  when  we  pro- 
ceed to  the  next  stage,  and  look  into  the  dis- 
bursements made  out  of  the  Treaanzy  for  the 
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objects  of  Government,  and  to  the  degree  of 
fidelity  and  correctness  which  has  there  pre- 
TailedjOnr  experience  has  been  far  less  gratify- 
ing.  The  selected  serraDts  of  the  Qovemment 
have  lost  as  thousands,  where  those  whom  the 
laws  and  the  coarse  of  basiness  have  compelled 
to  become  onr  debtors  at  the  custom-hoase, 
have  hardly  lost  ns  a  dollar.  The  mercantile 
character  has  richly  earned  .this  distinctioQ.  In 
all  times  it  has  shown  itself  worthy  to  be  re- 
lied on ;  in  all  times,  in  prosperity  and  ad  versi- 
fy, in  peace  and  in  war,  amidst  all  the  events 
^t  nsnal^  affect  national  incom&  or  shock 
systems  of  finance,  the  GoTemment  has  always 
felt  that  what  was  dne  to  it  from  the  commercial 
oommonify  was  to  be  cotmted  on  as  so  mnch 
alroady  in  its  coffers.  Debtors  of  this  class, 
becoming  insolvent  withoat  imputation  of  fraud 
or  dishonesty,  hare  fair  claims  to  a  discharge. 
On  ^e  other  hand,  let  the  severity  of  the  law 
continue  towards  putdic  delinquency.  Let  those 
who  solicit  public  trusts  understand,  once  for 
dl,  that  ft  rigorous  rule  will  be  rajuied ;  that 
a  portiaot  aoconnting  will  be  ezaoted ;  and  that 
dents,  created  Xnr  cusregarded  duty,  and  a  vio- 
lated trost,  is  a  latter  never  to  be  broken. 

The  bill,  ur,  pro^>oses  a  pnblie  and  opoi  pro- 
ceeding, to  asoertain  the  facts  iu  each  particular 
oaae.  The  insolvent  debtor  is  to  apply  by  peti- 
tion, setting  forth  the  facts  of  his  case.  The 
petition  is  to  be  referred  to  commissioners,  who 
are  to  inquire  into  it,  with  power  to  examine 
the  petitioner,  and  any  other  persons  on  oath, 
respecting  the  whole  matter  before  them ;  and 
they  are  to  be  attended  by  an  agent  on  the  part 
of  tiie  Government,  to  interpose  objections,  and 
demand  explanations  of  whatever  may  appear 
to  require  explanation.  The  fttcts  thus  ascer- 
tained are  to  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury ;  and  thwenpon  he  is  authorized 
to  compound  and  comivoinise  Uie  debt,  accord- 
ing to  the  circurostanoea,  and  discharge  the 
debtor. 

It  might  be  expected,  perhaps,  that  the  bill 
would  have  provided  that,  in  every  case,  if  no 
fraad  or  unfiumess  appeared,  and  clear  insol- 
vency and  inability  to  pay  were  made  manifest, 
a  discharge  ^ould  be  grimted  of  coarse.  But, 
from  what  was  known  in  r^ard  to  some  exist- 
ing cases,  it  was  thou^t  letter  still  to  leave 
the  Seoretary  some  diacretion.  It  is  known 
that  there  are  cases  in  which,  by  the  contribu- 
tions of  friendsand  connections,  or  other  means, 
cmmderable  sums  would  have  been  pud  if  dis- 
^arges  could  have  been  obtained;  which  oases, 
withoat  sudi  prospects  of  discharge,  would  be 
eases  of  great  and  total  loss.  So  that  one  effect 
of  this  very  measure  will  doabtless  be,  to  cfluse 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  of  considerable  sums, 
on  account  of  debts,  no  part  of  whicli,  without 
it,  would  ever  have  been  collected. 

The  next  important  characteristic  of  the  bill 
is,  that  in  its  operation  it  is  altogether  retrospec- 
tive. It  is  not  a  stan^ng  provision.  It  mmlies 
onhr  to  past  oa<«es.  Its  oljeot  is  to  settle  up 
and  dose  cases  of  Insolvency,  long  since  h^>- 


pening,  and  still  existing ;  to  make  a  sort  of  half 
centuiy  jubilee,  and  set  all  the  honest  and  un- 
fortunate once  more  free  from  the  demands  of 
Government  debts. 

We  see  that,  in  the  individual  concerns  of 
commercial  men,  it  is  foond  indispensable  that 
some  system,  having  the  actual  effect  of  a  eya- 
tom  of  bankruptcy,  should  be  adopted.  Con- 
gress does  not  seem  disposed  to  exercise  its  nn- 
diqmted  power  of  establishing  coeh  a  Bysttnt 
jSnr  the  whole  country,  by  law ;  no  State  cm 
establish  suoh  a  system,  except  to  a  putia!  ex- 
tent ;  and  most  of  the  States  nave  not  attempt- 
ed to  provide  any  at  all.  But  voluntary  assign- 
ments, and  voluntary  dischaivee,  have  come 
into  very  general  ns<B,  from  tiie  absolute  necessity 
of  the  case.  Individuals  thus  establish  rules  of 
distribution  of  effects,  and  for  the  discbarge  from 
debts, .  for  themselves.  Bat  Government  has 
not  the  power  which  belongs  thus  to  a  private 
creditor.  The  Treasury  cannot  compromise  or 
discharge  the  debt,  in  any  case,  withoat  full 
payment.  Under  this  act,  as  to  past  oldwi- 
tions,  it  will  poeaeaa  that  power ;  aod  when  its 
operation  aball  have  been  aeea  and  tried  1^ 
experience,  it  will  be  oonpetait  to  Oonpms  to 
repeat  the  proviricm,  at  spoperlune  hereafter, 
or  not  to  repeat  it^  as  ita  wfsdfBn  shall  see 
fit. 

As  I  do  not  antioipato  any  objection  to  the 
princi[de  of  the  bill,  I  shall  no  lon^r  press  a 
claim  on  that  time  and  that  attention  of  tiie 
Senate,  which  are  demanded  by  so  many  otlior 
ui^nt  subjects.  I  wish,  however,  not  to  re- 
sume my  seat  before  I  express  my  sense  of  the 
oblation  whidi  the  public  is  under  to  the 
distmguished  gentiemait  in  the  other  House, 
on  whom  it  devolved.  In  the  di8(diarge  of  hia 
duties  there,  to  take  the  lead  in  this  measare. 
I  feel  that  be  has  rendered  a  substantial  aerviee 
to  the  country ;  that  the  bill  which  he  has  jna- 
tnred  and  sapported  through  the  House  to 
which  he  belongs,  will  be  a  joyous  relief,  aod  a 
great  blessing,  to  many  honest  and  valuable 
citizens ;  and  both  useful  and  safe  to  the  Got- 
erament.  I  am  happy  in  seconding  here  that 
which  he  has  so  well  sustained  elsewhere ;  and 
am  desirous,  for  one,  of  expressing^my  thanks 
for  his  zealous  devotion  to  this  object,  and  hia 
successftil  lead  in  its  accomplishment. 

The  Inll  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  H&r^ 
time. 

BatMug  qf  tkt  Ftea  PmidnU. 

The  Yics  Pbesidknt  havbig  stated  that  b» 
should  not  again  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
Senate  at  the  present  sesraon,  availed  hims^ 
of  this  opportunity  of  wishing  the  Smaton  a 
voT  pleasant  return  to  their  homes. 

"ShA  Senate  thon  took  a  recess. 

ETxnsft  BBisnnr. 

The  Yici  PRBsroxin-  having  retired  from  the 
ohfdr  of  preddine  officer,  the  Senate  prooeeded 
to  tiie  electioi  or  a  Freddant  (m. 
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The  votes  were,  (fint  ballot :) 

£teH^.Smitt^ofHu7land,        -  17 

Hr.  Bell,  of  New  Hampuhlie,  -  12 

Hr.  Tazewell,  of  Tirgiuia,  8 

Soatteriog,  4 

On  a  uoMid  iMllotina,  there  were 

for  Ur.  Bmlth,  of  llaryland,  -     -  18 

Mr.  ^ceweU,       -      .      -  e 

ICr.Bdl,      ....  8 

Soatterioft    .      .      .     .  S 

On  a  third  balloUi^  Oxen  wero 
For  Ur.  Smith,  ofUarrliuid.  -      -  16 
Ur.  TazewcU,.      ...  21 
Scattering,     -      ...  8 

So  Mr.  Tazbwbll  was  elected  Fnddent 
tenmore  of  the  Senate. 

WhereuiMiL  Mr.  Tazbwbll  rose,  and  with  a 
profewon  of  his  sincere  distrast  of  his  ability 
to  duKluurge  tJie  dnties  of  the  Ohalr  with  satis- 
&etion  to  himself  or  to  the  Senate,  b<^ged  to 
be  exoaaed  from  accepting  tJie  honorame  sta- 
tion which  the  Senate  had  asngned  to  him. 

'Mr.  Wbbsixb  enreased  bis  hope  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  YlraM^  wonld  reoon- 
^der  his  determination,  ana  woold  not  be  ex- 
«Qsed  from  the  daty  to  which  the  vote  of  the 
Senate  bad  oalled  bbn. 

Mr.  TiLBB,  expressing  his  bigfa  respect  for 
2iis  colleague,  and  decuring  that  he  nimself^ 
with  all  l£e  sincere  respect  which  he  had  for 
his  odleagne,  not  expeotmg  snob  a  oonrse,  had 
voted  for  the  venerable  Senator  from  Marjland, 
and,  desirone  to  pay  due  regard  to  the  wishes 
of  his  colleague,  moved  that  his  colleague  be 
excused  from  serving  aa  Preudent^ro  tempore. 

Hw  Secretary  of  the  Senate  having  pat  the 
question  on  tlda  motitm,  it  was  dedded  in  the 
affirmative^  by  20  votea  to  14. 

The  Senate  then  prooeeded  to  another  bal- 
loting fior  President  of  this  body;  anditreeolt- 
ed  aa  follom : 

For  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  -  -  20 
Mr.  of  New  Hampshire,  -  11 
Mr.  Bnggles-ofObio,  -  -  4 
Ifr.  King,  of  Alabama,  •     -  4 

So  Hr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  elected  Pres- 
ident pro  tempore  of  the  Senate ;  and,  being 
OMidaotad  to  the  chair,  made  his  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  honor  which  he  said  he  was  sat- 
isfied was  paid  rather  to  his  age  than  to  his 
ability,  and  stud  that  the  only  return  he  could 
make,  would  be  to  devote  his  best  ability  to 
the  proper  despatch  of  the  borineas  before  the 
Senate.  « 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  despatch 
of  a  variety  of  bnnness,  of  which  the  following 
waa  the  nuwtpromineot : 

The  bUl  to  carry-  into  effbct  certhin  Indian 
treaties  was  read  the  second  time,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  GBiniDT,  it  was  amended  by  strildng 
out  the  claose  which  provides  for  taking  the 
sum  appropriated  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
Ohoctaw  treaty,  from  the  fund  of  |500,000  last 
year  appropriated  for  the  removal  of  the  South- 
em  Imuana,  and  the  expense  of  carrying  into 
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effect  that  treaty  was  ordered  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasunr  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. Thus  amended,  it  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reai^ng. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  general  appropria- 
tion  bill  were  all  agreed  to,  with  the  exception 
of  that  which  goes  to  strike  out  the  clause  in- 
serted on  the  motions  of  Mr.  Kank  and  Mr. 
Tyler,  and  inserting  $16,000  for  the  services 
of  the  commissioners  employed  to  oondnde  the 
treaty  with  the  Sablime  Porte. 

A  variety  of  motions  were  made  on  this  snb- 
Ject,  several  points  of  order  were  discuBsed,  and 
then  some  remarks  were  made  on  the  constitn- 
tionality  of  the  appointment  of  the  oommia- 
Moners.  Thb  effect  that  the  amendment  of  the 
House  would  hav&  aa  preventing  the  Senate 
from  expressine  their  disapprobatioa  ct  the 
course  of  Uie  Executive,  was  also  spoken  kA, 
when,  finally,  the  Senate  refused  to  agree  to 
the  amendment,  and  iq>p(dnted  a  Gomnuttee  ^ 
Conference  on  its  part,  conBisting  of  Messrs. 
Tazbwbll,  Wsbsteb,  and  Kmo,  to  meet  con- 
ferees to  be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentativM. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


TTbdnbsdat,  March  3. 
Oleam  of  Jama  Uonroo. 

Mr.  Hatkb  said  he  was  about  to  make  a  mo- 
tion— snob  a  one  as  he  seldom  made,  and  to 
which  he  was  in  general  opposed — a  motion 
which  would  have  been  unnecessary,  if  the  bill 
had  been  suffered  to  come  up  in  its  order,  bat 
which  had  been  prevented  by  the  many  mo- 
tions made  by  gentiemen  to  take  up  bills  ont  of 
their  order — and  that  was,  to  take  np  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe. 

The  motion  prevailed— yeas  26. 

The  moti(m  to  amend,  heretofore  sabmitted, 
to  strike  from  the  bill  the  words  "  for  pnbHo 
servioM,  losses,  and  sacrifices,"  wa^  on  motion 
of  Mr;  Hjims,  disagreed  to,  to  save  time. 

After  a  remark  or  two  from  Mr,  Fobsttr 
and  Mr.  Bbll, 

Mr.  Livingston  Bsid  he  would  premise  wTiat 
be  had  to  say  on  this  subject  by  a  declaration 
that  he  intended  to  vote  for  the  bill.  I  am 
obliged,  sud  he,  in  this  case,  as  all  of  us  Inust, 
for  the  most  part,  in  cases  of  cMms  for  ser- 
vices, or  the  settlement  of  accoant&  to  tmst 
very  mach  to  the  investigation  made  by  our 
committees,  and  to  the  correctness  of  their  re- 
ports. Were  each  member  to  investigate  the 
details  of  the  nomeroaa  cases  that  come  before 
us,  we  should  spend  all  onr  time  in  this  exam- 
ination, and  then  do  the  bnalneaa  imperfectly, 
leaving  no  time  for  attention  to  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  nation.  In  this  case,  a  committee  of 
the  other  House,  that  House  itaelf,  and  our  own 
committee,  have  informed  na  that  Hr.  Monroe 
has  an  equitable  clium  on  the  nation :  and  they 
propose  that  the  amonnt  of  this  claim  shall  be 
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settled  V  onr  aooonnting  officers  on  eqaitable 
principles.  I  must  bwere,  therefore,  that 
flometiiing  ]8  dne,  and  thervfore  will  vote  for 
the  bilL  Bnt,  eit.  a  prlTate  datj  which  I  owe 
to  the  memoiy  <a  a  very  near  and  veir  dear 
relative,  a  public  du^  to  a  statesman  who  had 
no  inconsiderable  share  in  the  establishment  of 
our  independence,  who  was  one  of  the  commit- 
tee wbicD  sanctioned  the  declaration  that  pro- 
claimed it  to  the  world,  and  whose  subseqaent 
life  was  a  series  of  important  services  to  his 
country :  these  daties  oblige  me  to  notice  an 
attempt  to  deprive  him  of  the  credit  of  one  of 
the  most  important  of  those  services.  Among 
the  cltima  wnioh  Mr.  Monroe  urges  lo  the  grat- 
itude of  tiie  country,  is  tiie  ac4]uiNtion  of  Lonis* 
iana  to  the  Union.  Forgetting  the  agency  of 
his  colleague,  scarcely  mentioumg  him,  except 
only  to  say  that  he  had  the  merit  of  agreeing 
witti  him,  Qtr.  M.,)  he  directly  assnmea  the 
whole  credit  of  the  negotiation,  by  Baying  that 
nothing  was  done,  or  oonld  be  done,  nnnl  his 
arrival ;  intimatic^  clearly  that  it  was  '  his 
agency  alone  which  produced  the  important  re- 
sult. I  beg  leave,  sir,  in  order  to  teet  the  jus- 
tice of  this  pretension,  to  advert  to  the  history 
of  this  transaction. 

In  the  year  1801,  Robert  B.  livlngston  was 
sent  by  Mr.  Jefferson  as  plenipotentiary  to 
France.  Important  claims,  the  payment  of 
which  had  been  prondsed  by  the  treaty  of  the 
m-eoedinif  /ear,  were  yet  unsatisfied ;  and  the 
deran^d  nuances  of  we  republic  rendered  it 
very  mfficnlt  for  them  to  procure  the  moans  of 
disohai^ing  them.  The  first  part  of  the  year 
1802  was  spent  by  our  Minister  in  unceasing 
but  fruitless  attempts  tcL  procure  the  justice  dne 
to  our  citizens.  Other  causes  soon  combined  to 
give  a  more  important  turn  to  the  negotiation. 
The  suspenuon  of  the  right  of  deposit  at  New 
Orleans  excited  a  just  and  violent  sensation  in 
the  western  country.  Its  citizens  could  scarcely 
be  restrained  from  mardung  down,  and  seoaring 
by  force  at  una  the  free  navigation  of  Hie  Mls- 
ussippi,  so  essential  to  their  oconmerce.  About 
the  same  timc^  Mr.  Bosek  a  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, made  a  formal  proposal  to  authorize 
the  President  to  take  possession  of  New  Or- 
leans :  a  measure  which  it  was  thought  more 
Di^ot,  because,  about  this  time,  May,  1802,  it 
was  known  in  the  United  States  that  Spain 
had,  in  the  preceding  year,  ceded  Louisiana  to 
France.  And  it  was  feared  that  if  a  war  brolce 
out  agun  (which  was  apprehended,  and  shortly 
after  happened)  between  that  powec  and  Eng- 
laud,  this  last  power  would  make  a  conquest 
of  it,  and  thus  enclose  us  on  our  whole 
frontier.  Instruotious  were  therefore  sent  to 
Mr.  Livingston,  to  endeavor  to  purchase  Kew 
Orleans  and  the  Hondas  for  a  price,  of  whiph 
the  payment  of  the  debt  due  to  our  citizens 
was  to  form  a  part.  In  obedience  to  these  in- 
structions, Mr.  Livingston  turned  his  whole  at- 
tention tu  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  ob- 
ject. While  urging  on  the  one  hand  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  on  the  other  he  was  endjeav- 
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oring  to  demonstrate  the  policy  <^  making  the 
oesBion  to  the  United  States,  not  Mily  as  the 
means  of  discharnng  the  cmna  of  onr  citi- 
zens, bnt  as  the  onjj  mode  of  preventing  Great 
Britun  from  acqniring  that  valuable  oolmy. 
In  a  memoir  which  he  published  in  December, 
he  not  only  insisted  on  these  topics,  bnt  diowra 
the  advantage  to  France  of  encouraging  the 
'commerce  and  naval  power  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  same  act  which  wonld  prevent 
the  rapid  accession  to  those  of  the  rival  of 
France. 

In  February,  of  the  year  1803,  finding  that 
he  could  get  no  explicit  answer  from  the  Min- 
istay  of  iranoe,  he  took  a  stop  dictated  by  a 
dose  study  ot  the  character  <^  the  extra<^i- 
nary  man  who  as  First  Consul  Ihcn  directed 
tiie  afiUrs  of  France.  Quitting  the  established 
form  of  oommumcation,  he  addressed  a  letter 
directly  to  the  Ilrst  Ccmsnl  himself  appealing 
to  his  honor  as  a  soldier,  and  perscoud  sense  cn 
justice,  for  the  performance  tn  a  treaty  he  him- 
self had  made.  This  bold  proceeding  had  its 
effect.  An  answer  was  given,  positively  pron\- 
ising  a  prompt  liquidation  and  payment  of  the 
clmms.  To  give  greater  effect  to  this  promise, 
and  increase  the  obligation  of  perfonniug  it, 
the  contents  of  the  answer  were  immediately 
communicated  to  the  agents  of  the  claimants 
at  Paris ;  they  were  advised  not  to  dispose  of 
their  duW  and  told  that  they  might  rely  od 
the  word  of  the  First  Consul.  This  was  doD& 
with  a  knowledge  that  no  other  means  coold 
be  found  by  France  for  discharging  Uie  debt, 
but  the  cession  of  New  Orleans.  In  the  mean 
time^  Mr.  Monroe  had  been  i^pointed  on  a 
special  mission  to  effect  the  same  ol^ecit.  His 
arrival  was  expected  about  the  beginning  of 
April,  and,  so  for  from  expediting,  would,  by 
waiting  for  his  arrival,  have  delayed  the  tonni- 
nation  of  onr  ^tficulties,  but  for  the  oonoar- 
renoe  of  events  which  brought  the  matter  to  a 
oondotion  in  the  mind  of  the  ilrst  Cmsnl  be- 
fore Mr.  Ifooroe  had  set  his  foot  in  Paris.  A 
history  latdy  pnUished  by  M.  de  Marbois,  one 
of  the  confidential  Ministers  of  Napoleon,  has 
rtused  the  curtain,  and  exhibited  to  ns  what 
passed  in  his  cabinet  on  this  subject.  On  the 
lOtb  April,  two  da^s  before  Mr.  Mtmroe's  ar- 
rival in  Paris,  this  important  council  was  held. 
Louisiana,  although  ceded,  had  not  yet  been 
delivered  to  France.  The  stipalatious  of  the* 
peace  of  Amiens  had  not  been  performed ;  a 
renewal  of  hostilities  was  daily  apprehended, 
and  one  of  the  first  acts  of  those  hostilities  was 
expected  to  be  the  seizure  of  Louisiana  by  tbe 
Bntish.  France,  too,  wanted  money  for  carrying 
on  the  war;  and  the  Hrst  Oonauf  was  prtMsed 
for  the  performanoe  of  his  promise  to  pay  the 
American  debt.  Under  these  circumstanoea^ 
he  submitted  to  the  two  coumellors,  on  the  day 
I  have  named,  the  question,  whether  it  woida 
be  most  expedient  to  transfer  Louisiana  to  the 
United  States,  or  to  send  on  the  expedition 
which  had  been  prepared  to  take  possession, 
and  to  risk  the  snbeequent  owqaest  of  it  hj 
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Enghmd.  His  two  coansellon  took  different 
Bides  of  this  question;  their  arsuments  are 
^ren  in  detail  oj  the  historian,  who  was  him- 
self one  of  them^  and  who  advocated  the  cea- 
si<nL  Hie  deliberations,  he  tells  ns,  continned 
till  late  in  the  night.  At  dajhreak  on  the 
UKHning  of  the  llt£,  he  snmmoned  M.  Marbois 
to  hear  and  execute  his  decision :  he  gave  it  in 
these  words:  "Irresolution  and  deliberation 
are  no  longer  in  season.  I  renounce  Louisiana. 
It  is  not  only  New  Orleans  that  I  wiU  cede ;  it 
IB  the  whtue  ooloitjr,  withont  any  resuratton. 
I  kuov  the  price  of  what  I  siMiidoiL  I  re- 
nounce it  with  the  greatest  regret :  to  attempt 
ohitinatdy  to  retain  it,  would  be  folly.  I  m- 
rect  you  to  negotiate  this  affidr  with  ibe  envoys 
of  the  United  States ;  do  not  evoi  wait  the  ar- 
Tival  of  Mr.  Uonroe;  have  an  interview  this 
very  day  with  Mr.  Livingston.  But  I  require 
a  great  deal  of  money  for  this  war,  and  I  would 
not  like  to  commence  it  with  new  contribution. 
I  wUl  he  moderate,  in  coosideration  of  the  ne- 
cessity in  which  I  am  of  making  the  pale,  hut 
keep  tiiis  to  yourself;  I  want  fifty  millions  of 
limi,  and  for  less  than  that  I  wiU  not  treat." 
On  that  very  day  M.  Harbois  did  make  the 
OTotore  to  Mr.  Uvtngston,  the  price  was  dis- 
cussed ;  bnt,  of  course,  Mr.  Ll^ngston,  knowing 
that  Hr.  Monroe  was  joined  with  him  in  the 
mission,  and  that  he  had  arrived  at  Havre,  could 
not  conclude  any  thing  until  his  arrival;  he 
had  another  conference  on  the  13th  fbefore  Mr. 
Monroe  had  been  presented)  with  U.  Marbois, 
vith  whom  he  had  I>een  on  a  footing  of  inti- 
macy of  as  old  a  date  as  the  revolutionary  war, 
when  Mr.  Livingston  was  Minister  for  Foreign 
.Afiain,  and  M.  Marbois  held  a  diplomatic  em- 
ploymoit  to  the  old  Congress,  which  consider- 
ably fwilitated  th^r  intercourse  on  the  present 
ooeamon.  Mr.  Monroe  arrived  on  the  12th, 
and  soon  after  joined  his  ct^eagne  in  the  nego- 
tiation ;  and  the  treaty  was  suned  on  the  80th 
of  April. 

Two  ciromnstanoes  are  remarkable  in  this 
truisaction :  first,  that  the  arguments  employed 
in  the  consultation  of  the  First  Consul's  cabinet 
in  fiavor  of  the  cession  are  precisely  those  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Livingston  in  his  memoir  of  De- 
cember, 1802,  and  expressed  in  nearly  the  same 
language ;  the  other,  that  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Honroe,  and  the  part  he  took  in  the  ne^tja- 
ttoD,  did  not  change  an  item  in  tiie  propositions 
made  by  the  Eirst  ConsnL 

Two  things  are  adduced,  however,  as  proofs 
that  Mr.  Livingston  could  effect  nothiug  with- 
out the  ud  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and,  consequently, 
that  all  the '  merit  of  the  cession  is  due  to  him. 
One  is,  a  private  letter  written  hastily  to  oou- 
gratnlwte  him  on  his  arrival.  In  which  he  (Mr. 
L.)  speaks  doubtingly  of  final  success,  unless 
Mr.  H^roe  should  bring  the  account  of  Mr. 
Rosses  resolaUons  having  passed,  and  says  they 
would  negotiate  to  mach  better  effect  with 
Kew  Orleans  in  our  possesrion ;  and  most  nn- 
doabtedly  we  ahoulo.  Tia  purchase  would 
have  beat  made  Ibr  half  the  prioe.    Bnt  it 
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must  be  remarked  that  this  letter  was  written 
on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  before  the  resolu- 
tion which  was  the  result  of  the  OonsuPs  cab- 
inet council  was  taken.  But,  in  this  very  let- 
ter, Mr.  Livingston  tells  his  colleague  he  had 
paved  the  way  for  him.  What  did  he  mean  by 
this,  if  he  had  lost  all  ho]?e  ? 

It  is  said,  too,  that  this  same  language  was 
repeated  on  the  night  of  the  12th,  and  that  it 
was  recorded  in  Mr.  Monroe's  joumaL  There 
is  something  that  always  stmok  me  as  nngular 
in  thua  recording  whM  was  s^d  in  a  friendly 
visit  made  at  the  moment  of  hb  arrivaL  Why 
was  this  treasured  up,  even  if  it  was  rightly 
apprehended?  But,  there  was  eviident 
misapprehension  or  inacooracy ;  for  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston could  not,  on  the  12th,  at  nighty  have 
used  this  language,  when  he  had  the  day  before 
received  the  overtures  from  M.  Marbois,  and 
even  discussed  the  price.  He  very  probably 
did  repeat  that  they  would  have  negotiated  to 
greater  advantage  if  New  Orleans  had  been 
taken ;  and  is  it  not  probable,  too,  that  he 
might  not  think  it  prudent  to  express  what  he 
reuly  thonght  in  the  presence  oi  a  yonns  gen- 
tleman be  did  not  know,  and  of  whose  discre- 
tion he  could  not  be  assured,  and  that  he  re- 
served the  communication  of  the  overtures  that 
had  been  made  to  him  for  a  fitter  occasion  ?  It 
is  Bfud,  indeed,  that  he  did  not  believe  the  over- 
tures to  have  been  sincere;  but  whether  he 
thought  BO  or  not  he  would  have  been  bound 
to  communicate  them  to  Mr.  Monroe ;  and  his 
not  doing  so  on  that  occasion  gives  force  to  the 
conjecture  that  he  was  restrained  by  the  pres- 
ence of  a  third  person,  and  used  vague  expres- 
sions, which  were  not  accurately  rendered  In 
transferring  them  to  the  joumaL  Bnt  Marbois, 
it  is  said,  also  thought  that  Mr.  Idvin^raton  was 
su^iciona  of  the  sinceri^  of  the  o&rs;  bnt 
for  this  ar^ment  It  nnfortunately  happens  that 
M.  MarboLS  takes  his  fact  from  Mr.  Monroe, 
and  quotes  his  memoir  for  his  authority ;  so 
that,  in  relying  on  Marbois's  authority,  Mr, 
Monroe  only  quotes  his  own. 

But  whatever  were  Ifr.  Livingston's  impres- 
sions, they  could  not  alter  the  facts,  that  the 
decision  to  cede  LouisiaiiA  was  taken  two  days 
before  Mr.  Monroe  arrived  in  Paris,  and  that 
decision  made  under  the  pressure  of  causM 
which  Hr.  Monroe  bad  no  snare  in  producing 
and  of  whicli  he  was  totally  ignorant— -that  the 
cession  would  have  been  made  if  he  had  never 
arrived — that  the  ctmditions  even  were  not 
modified  by  his  interference.  The  sale  of  the 
whole  province  being  resolved  on,  instead  of 
the  part  for  which  he  came  to  treat,  and  the 
price  fixed  by  the  First  Ootunl  on  the  11th,  be- 
fore his  arrival,  being  tha{  ^hich  was  agreed 
upon  afterwards,  his  merii  consists  in  having 
agreed  with  his  colleague  in  exceeding  their  in- 
structions, and  taking  the  whole  instead  of 
part.  And  yet  he  assumes  to  himself  the  whole 
credit  of  the  treaty ;  makes  no  allowance  to 
the  memory  of  a  man,  to  whose  able  and  la- 
borious negotdadon,  whatever  there  was  (rf 
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merit,  in  the  preparatoi?  steps  taken  to  ensure 
the  cession,  was  aue.  Near  two  years  of  nnre- 
mitting  exertion  to  brinf^  abont  this  end  are 
considered  as  nothing  I  The  dilemma  to  which 
the  First  Consul  was  reduced  by  his  renewed 
promise  to  paj  the  debts — s  promise  procured 
bj  a  bold  and  hazardous  departure  from  the 
vsoal  modes  of  negotiation--aiid  the  SDgge»> 
tion,  m^ed  vitli  so  mooh  foroe  in  ibB  memoir 
of  the  previous  DeoMnboTf  that  they  vere  nsed 
as  arguments,  and  had  their  eflbct  in  brii^fing 
about  the  decision  of  the  Tirst  Oonsnl — aU 
these  are  passed  over  in  silence,  and  the  arrival 
of  Hr.  Monroe,  the  bare  weight  of  whose  name 
before  he  had  arrived,  it  ia  given  to  understand, 
had  more  more  weight  than  all  these ;  and  Mr. 
liviogston's  name  is  only  mentioned  to  give 
him  the  great  merit  of  agreeing  with  his  col- 
league. 

Sir,  I  lament  that  Hr.  Monroe  should  have 
thought  it  necaasary  to  pnrsue  this  conrse.  It 
is  unworthy  of  him,  ana  of  the  memory  of  a 
man  with  whom,  to  say  the  least,  he  would  not 
have  lessened  himself  by  acknowledging  as  an 
equal.  His  course  has  obliged  me  to  make 
these  observations,  which,  I  repeat,  are  not  in- 
tended  to  ii^are  his  claim  on  the  justice  or 
gratitude  of  ^e  coonby.  My  duty  to  a  broth- 
er's memory  has  forced  from  me  these  explana- 
tions. I  know  the  value  he  placed  on  the  share 
he  had  in  annexiog  the  vast  territory  of  Louis- 
iana to  our  confederacy,  and  should  be  mi- 
worthy  of  the  honor  of  my  relation  to  him, 
unfaithful  to  his  memory  and  ungratefol  for  his 
fraternal  affection,  if  I  stood  by  and  silently 
permitted  any  one  to  aseame  ma  sole  owlit 
of  it. 

What  I  have  sud  is  not  intended  to  ii^nre 
any  oLBim  ISx.  Ifonroe  may  have  on  the  justice 
of  the  counfaty.  I  ahonld  be  grieved  if  it  had 
that  effect ;  nor  can  I  beUere  It  poadUe  that  it 

should. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

TxAS.— Kesers.  Benton,  Bibb,  Chambers,  Chase, 
Clayton,  Dudley,  Frelingfaujsen,  Grundy,  Hayne, 
Hendridu,  Johnstcm,  Uvingston,  Harks,  Foindex- 
ter,  Robinson,  Seymour,  Stt^ee,  %ingiie,  Taaewell, 
Tyler,  Willev,  Woodbury— 2S. 

Natl— Mwara.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Bnm^  MA- 
erson,  ElHa,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Iredell,  Kane,  McKnley, 
Bobbins,  I^ggles,  Smith  of  Maryland,  IVoap— Ifi. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


Thubsdat,  March  8. 
On  motion  of  Mf^QgAioma,  the  seventeenth 
Joint  rule  was  sospttided  for  this  day,  so  far  as 
respects  those  biUs  which  have  passed  both 
Hooses,  or  require  for  their  final  passage  an  as- 
sent (HUy  to  amendment. 

Poet  Office  De^parUiMtU. 
Mr.  CuTTON,  from  the  Select  Oommittee  iq>- 
poiuted  on  the  ISth  December  la^  to  inquire 


into  the  present  state  of  the  Poet  Office  De- 
partment, made  a  report,  enumerating  oertain 
papers  communicated  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, which  he  was  instructed  by  the  oommit- 
tee to  move  to  have  printed.  Ihe  printing  was 
ordered. 

Kr.  CoAKBHBB  presented  the  following  me- 
morial fttnn  Abrabam  ftndley,  late  Aietant 
FostmaBter  General: 

7b  the  Eonorahlt  the  BeruOe  of  ike  United  Bttiea  : 
The  memorial  of  Abraham  Bradl^,  late  Airistant 
Postmaster  General,  moat  reqeetfiUly  npn- 

sentB — 

That,  after  his  removal  from  office,  be,  as  ia  wdl 
known  to  the  Senate,  presented  to  the  Preddent  of 
the  United  States  a  letter,  in  wUch,  among  otker 
things,  he  stated  that  Bfr.  Barry,  the  present  PoaU 
master  General,  had  made  an  extra  aUowanee  to  a 
Hr.  Hcrrall,  a  moil  contractor,  and  to  others,  as  tUa 
memoriaUst  conceived,  without  warrant  of  law. 

A  copy  of  thia  letter  liaving  been  called  for,  was 
preaeoted  by  this  memtnlalist  to  the  present  Select 
Committee  of  (he  Senate  tai  the  Pest  Offioa  Pepar^ 
ment. 

Daring  the  last  searion  of  Congress^  a  call  was 
made  on  that  department,  at  the  Instance  of  one  of 
the  Senators  frun  Ohi<k  for  InfonoaUoa  relative  to 
the  extra  allowaneei  whioh  had  been  made  to  maB 
conbactor& 

The  re^Hoae  of  the  departnaenl  to  that  eall  was 
submitted  to  the  view  of  wis  memorialiit  as  eont^B- 
ing  matters  in  wUch  be  was  deejdy  eoooemad. 
Upon  examining  it  to  aacertun  if  his  recoUection 
of  Harrall's  case  was  coirect,  he  wis  unmeaautably 
aatonished  to  find  that  ' the  extra  allowance  was 
there  charged  to  have  been  made  by  him,  acting  as 
Postmaster  General.  It  was  evident  that  Uie  doe- 
nments  bad  been  originally  different,  that  an  eraanra 
had  been  made,  and  the  name  <^  this  memorialiBt 
inserted.  Indaced  by  thia  to  examine  fiirthw,  be 
found  that  forty-nine  cases  of  extra  allowanoe  w»9 
in  that  document  cliu-ged  to  bare  been  made  by 
him.  Thirty-six  of  these  were  rimilar  to  the  eaae 
of  Harrall;  the  wiginal  document  had  l>een  mult 
lated,  and  tiie  name  of  A.  Bradley,  Jr.,  acting 
Postmaster  General,  carefully  inserted. 

This  memorialist  called  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee  to  these  circomstances,  as  evidence  of  an  et- 
tempt  to  impeach  his  testimony,  and  to  load  his  of- 
ficitu  oondoot  with  owrobrinm,  bdng  poblic  docu- 
mentaty  proof  from  the  books  of  tu  department, 
that  he  had  squandered  the  poUie  fimds  dofing  the 
few  days  he  had  acted  as  Postmaster  General,  between 
the  10th  of  Han^  when  Hr.  HcLean  left  the  ofic«, 
and  the  6th  of  April,  when  Hr.  Barry  came  into  it, 
and  tliatfin  order  to  screen  himself  he  had  diarged 
these  things  upon  the  latter  gentleman.  The  oob»< 
mittee  kindly  aathoriied  a  sub-coramlttee  to  a^ 
company  this  memorialist  to  the  department  yertar- 
day,  the  28th  instant,  to  ascert^n  wliether  hia 
statements  were  correct.  Tour  memotUlst  confi- 
dently appeals  to  those  gentlemen,  in  support  of  the 
fact,  that  it  satisfactorily  appeared  to  them,  that  in 
this  case  of  Harrall's,  as  well  as  in  every  other  ease 
but  one  in  whioh  an  ensure  had  been  made,  Hr. 
Barry  was  originally  and  properiy  ebarged-— and 
that  it  waa  there  asserted  that  time  erasures  had 
bem  made  by  mistake,  and  Ua  muh  inserted  bjr 
mistake.  The  gentlemen  had  not  time  to  ponM 
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th^  uupttj,  vai  AO  esunloatfon  wu  made  into 
ihoae  caaea  originalljr  eharged  to  your  memorialiat. 

In  wbatever  manner  theae  matilations  of  the  orig- 
inal docnmeat  may  hare  occurred,  and  theae  &l8e 
amendments  to  it  made  by  mistake  or  not,  the  elfect 
moet  be,  If  It  goes  to  the  irorld,  to  iiijure,  if  not  to 
deatroy,  a  reputation  npoa  wliieh  yonr  memorialist, 
after  neariy  forty  yeair  public  serrice,  must  nudnly 
for  sqpport  The  Senate  baa,  as  he  has  been 
iaformed,  mreeted  this  report  to  be  printed. 

If  this  should  be  done,  and  it  shoutd,  with  all  its 
fklsehoods  and  injurious  tendency,  be  spread  before 
tbe  people  under  the  sancUon  of  the  Senate  of  the 
Hilled  States,  year  nemorialiat  subnets  that  great 
bgustice  must  Becevarily  fidlowto  Um.  He  toeie- 
fore  piays  that  aoeh  order  may  be  taken  by  the  Sen* 
ate,  as  wiD  secure  his  right,  and  especially  preserrc 
the  reputation  which  ^uments  published  by  the 
anUiority  of  tbe  Benale  should  always  possess.  And 
jenr  memeriidiBt,  aa  in  duty  bound,  ic, 

March  1,  1831.         ABRAHAK  BBADLET. 

Kr.  Obuebbbs  mored  that  the  order  for  the 
printing  of  the  report  referred  to  be  rescinded. 

Hr.  Gbqndt  thought  tbe  better  dbarse  would 
be—tiie  waj  to  do  Jtutioe—to  print  tiie 
np<»1i,  MKTHildoin  to  it  the  memorial  of  Hr. 
Bradley,  and  the  teatimonj  of  Messrs.  Brown, 
Batter,  «<aJ: 

Mr.  Olattoit,  chairman  of  the  Select  Oom- 
mittee  to  whom  those  documents  had  biwn  re- 
ferred, rose,  and  observed  that  they  were  very 
volnmtnons,  pnrporting  to  be  answers  to  the- 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14tfa  April  last, 
which  directed  the  Postmaster  General  to  re- 
port "  copies  of  aH  existing  contracts  made  by 
nim  or  hid  predecessor' in  office,  on  which  al- 
lowances hare  been  made  for  additional  aer- 
▼ioes;  dfleignating,  in  each  ease,  bow  mnoh 
toA  what  «Mitioiul  aerrloe  baa  been  perfinrm- 
ed,  aad  hj  whom  it  was  reqoired,  and  deriv- 
nitffag' abo  what  has  been  aUowed  In  ea«i 
case  for  nieh  ad^onal  serrice,  and  by  whom 
it  waa  allowed."  Tbe  answer  to  this  call  was 
kept  back  until  about  the  lOtb  of  last  month. 
During  tbe  debate  which  occurred  here  on  the 
resolntion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
Among  other  things  then  said,  I  complained  of 
tMs  delay  as  an  evidence  of  a  design  to  baffle 
inquiry  into  the  ooncems  of  the  department ; 
and,  after  that,  tbe  report  called  for  in  April, 
1830,  came  in.  It  waa  flret  referred  to  tbe 
standing  committee  on  tin  Poat  Office,  al* 
tbongb  1  ptmyed  for  its  reforenoe  to  tbe  Select 
Oonmittee^  to  wb«D  nnqvestamiaUy,  aa  we 
now  aee,  it  pnmerly  belonged.  The  standing 
oomndttea^  wituont  examination,  as  we  mast 
suppose,  recommended  it  to  be  printed,  and  the 
Senate  ordered  it  to  be  printed.  After  this, 
and  about  a  week  since,  it  was  relerred  to  the 
Select  Oommittee.  They  examined  it  and  have 
ascertuned  that  in  thirty-six  cases  of  extra  al- 
lowance to  contractOTv  scattered  through  these 
documents,  embracing  some  of  tbe  grossest  vi- 
olationa  of  the  law  in  granting  away  tbe  public 
money  to  mail  oontraetOfB,  the  allowanoea  have 
been  hMtj  nt  down  ai  haviDg  been  made  by 


[Snan. 

Abraham  Bradley,  as  acting  or  assistant  Fbst- 
master  General,  wben,  in  uiese  very  casea,  tbe 
allowances  were  actually  made  by  tbe  present 
Postmaster  General ;  and  for  tbe  truth  of  tbis 
I  refer  to  tbe  deposition  of  Mr.  Bradley,  those 
of  the  derks  in  tbe  department,  and  tbe  report 
itsdf  of  the  Postmaster  General  in  answer  to 
the  call,  all  now  on  the  table  before  you,  as 
well  as  to  tbe  statements  of  the  Senators  from 
Maine  and  Tennessee,  (Messrs.  Holhsb  and 
Gbuhdt,)  who  went  to  the  department  as  a 
sub-oonunittee,  by  onr  direction,  to  asoertidn 
the  fltota.  These  doooments,  in  each  of  tiieae 
oaaea,  exlubit  to  your  eye  palpahle  erasures, 
where  the  name  of  "  WUliam  T.  Barry,  Post- 
master General,"  has  been  rubbed  out,  and  that 
of  "  Abraham  Bradley,  acting  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral," iOserted.  The  resnlt  of  the  examination 
was,  that  Mr.  Barry's  name  was  originally 
written  down  on  the  documents  as  the  person 
who  made  the  allowances,  according  to  the 
truth — that  the  name  of  Mr.  Bradley  was  af- 
terwards inserted,  and  now  stands  in  each  of 
these  thirty- cases,  which,  call  them  folse- 
boods,  errors,  or  wbat  yon  please^  oertunly 
misrepreaent  tbe  &ot  l^en  n  Is  also  neoeS' 
sary  to  state  that  tbe  letter  al  Abraham  Brad- 
ley to  tbe  l^eddent^  wbioh  waa  read  in  fhe  Ae- 
bi^  hne  on  the  resolntion  of  tbe  Senator  from 
Teunesaee,  barging  Mr.  Barry  with  gross  vio- 
lation of  the  law  in  some  of  these  cases,  (par- 
ticularly in  the  case  of  the  South  Oarolina  con- 
tract,) was  written  more  than  a  year  ago,  and 
shortly  after  his  removal  from  office :  that  this 
letter  had  been  swom  to  by  Mr.  Bradley  in  the 
committee ;  and  that  the  tendency  of  this  falsi- 
fication of  the  docnmenta,  if  undetected,  was 
to  convict  Mr.  Bradley  of  swearing  falsely, 
who,  in  saying  on  his  oaUi  that  the  Postmaster 
General  made  the  allowanoes,  stated  tbe  exact 
tmtb.  Sir,  I  have  bestowed  mnoh  attoitioa  on 
these  papers,  and  I  do  not  undertake  to  aay 
that  these  are  all  the  misrepresentations  oon- 
t^ned  in  them.  They  are  enoogh,  however, 
to  induce  the  Senate,  both  in  juanoe  to  its  own 
character,  and  tbe  reputation  of  an  excellent 
citizen  and  an  innocent  man,  to  refuse  to  give 
any  publicity  to  documents  wbioh  all  can  see, 
and  all  now  admit  to  be  spnrions  and  mutilated. 
If  they  be  printed  even  with  the  eridenoe 
which  proves  them  f^dsej  still  it^nstice  may 
poasibly  result  irom  it ;  for  it  will  iqipear  to 
the  worid,  thai  the  Senate  had  some  oouficlenoe 
in  these  papers ;  and  it  may  happen  that  those 
who  shall  hereafter  read  the  calumny  will  not, 
among  saoh  a  mass  of  papers,  also  advert  to  the 
refutation  of  it.  At  the  time  these  pa^rs 
were  sent  in,  Bradley  was  a  witness  f^inst 
the  department,  and  under  examination  before 
the  committee.  All  here  know  what  an  effort 
was  made  in  public  discussion  to  impeach  his 
veracity,  and  I  trust  all  will  now  admit  how  en- 
tirely that  effort  failed.  But  I  will  not  stop  to 
inquire  into  the  motives  of  those  who  directed 
those  alterations  to  be  made.  With  motives 
we  have  now  nothing  to  da  But  tbe  foot  ii 
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iDe<HitroTertible,  that  these  doonments  are  on- 
worthy  of  credit.  It  is  therefore  unworUiy  of 
the  Seoate  to  pnbluih  them,  and  I  hop^  the  or- 
der  for  their  pQblicatioiL  made  in  an  nngaarded 
moment  may  be  reaoinded. 

Vr.  Bourn  said:  Mr.  Preiidentt  having 
beoi  aeleeted  by  the  oommittee  aa  a  mb-^nu- 
mittee  with  the  Senator  from  Ten&eMee,  (Mr. 
Gbundt,)  to  go  to  the  departmoit,  examine  the 
books,  and  ascertain  what  was  the  tmth,  we 
took  with  ns  the  witness  under  examination, 
and  proceeded  to  the  General  Post  Office.  We 
took  also  the  abstract  of  allowanoea,  now  be- 
fore the  Senate.  This  abstract  was  obtained  by 
a  call  made  on  the  14tb  oi  April  last,  made  by  a 
Benator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Bubsr,)  reqairing, 
among  other  things,  information  of  extra  u- 
lowanoes  made  to  cootraotors,  and  for  what  ad- 
ditional aerrioea,  that  the  Senate  n^ht  com- 
pare the  valoe  of  the  service  with  the  oom- 
pensatiooL  The  answer  to  this  call  did  not 
oome  to  the  Senate  until  the  10th  of  Febmaiy 
of  tifiis  session,  near  nine  months.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office,  &o., 
and  by  them  returned  to  the  Senate  on  the  asd, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  was  then  refer- 
red  to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry.  It  was  vo- 
lominons,  and  exceedingly  oonfnsed ;  bnt  some 
members  of  the  committee  discovered  at  onoe 
that  it  must  be  erroneous,  to  say  the  least  The 
feet  is,  that  Mr.  UoLeaa  left  the  department 
about  the  10th  of  March,  18S9— that  Mr.  A. 
Bradley,  the  senior  assistant,  was  then  the 
acting  Postmaster  General,  as  locttm  tmm$ 
from  that  time  until  the  7th  of  April,  less  than 
four  weeks.  Still,  within  tiiat  time,  additional 
allowances  appeared  by  this  "abstract"  to 
have  been  made,  of  about  42,000  dollars. 
ITpon  examining  this  abstract,"  it  appeared, 
moreover,  that  there  had  been  thirty-six  eras- 
ures, and  A.  Bradley's  name  inserted.  The  al- 
lowance to  Harrall  appeared  the  most  extraor- 
dinary. This  was  a  case  of  erasure.  It  seems 
that  Bradley  had,  on  the  l7th  of  October,  1639, 
in  a  letter  to  the  President,  among  other  things, 
charged  Mr.  Barry  with  prodiguity,  and  had 
instanced  this  allowance  to  Harrall  Hairall's 
ccmtraot  was  for  carrying  the  mul  from  GecH^ 
town  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  tor  6,M)0 
doUars,  and  the  extra  allowance  was  1,093  dol- 
lars, about  tiiirt^-tiiree  per  cent. ;  and  the  cause 
alle^^  was  two  hours'  expedition ;  the  law  al- 
lowing only  a  pra  rata  additi<m,  which  would 
have  oeen  about  eight  per  cent  if  the  two 
hours*  expedition  had  been  required.  But  h&re 
was  another  error  in  the  abstract,  the  expedi- 
tion required  being  only  one  and  a  half  hour. 

This  extravagance,  which  Bradley,  la  his  let- 
ter to  the  President,  had  charged  upon  Barry, 
and  had  before  the  committee  veriOed  it  by  his 
oath,  Barry  had,  in  an  official  commnnioation, 
dialed  back  upon  Bradley.  The  repntatioo 
of  these  two  gendemen  seemed,  therefor&  to 
be  so  de^Iy  involved,  that  it  beieame  the  duty 
of  Uie  oommittee  to  ascMliUn  how  tiie  fact 
was,  and  the  sub-committee  was  aooordingly 
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appointed.  In  pursoanoe  of  this  appointment, 
we  proceeded  to  the  department;  Mr.  Bttrry 
was  not  there ;  we  inqured  of  Mr.  Gardner, 
the  assistant,  and  others,  for  the  persons  who 
made  out  the  "  abstraDts,"  and  Mr.  Tqrior  and 
Mr.  Dondas  wm  introdnoed,  and,  after  A  ps«ttift- 
inary  examinaticm,  were  sworn  and  testified. 
We  recurred  to  the  erasnres,  and  asked  what 
was  erased  to  make  the  blanks  which  were  filled 
by  Mr.  Bradley's  name  ?  They  answered,  Mr. 
Barry's  and  Mr.  McLean's,  but  chiefly  Mr.  Bar- 
ry's, Why  were  Messrs.  McLean  and  Barry's 
names  first  inserted  f  Because  they  supposed 
it  was  right ;  but  Mr.  Brown,  by  order  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  as  he  said,  had  determuied 
otherwise,  and  directed  this  rale :  to  take  the 
ledger,  and  look  at  the  aeoonirt  of  the  oon* 
tractor  which  was  Boosted  for  eadi  qnarter, 
and  if  the  credit  of  me  aUowanee  at  the  end 
of  the  qnarter  is  earried  into  &«dtoyV  time, 
diaige  the  allowanoe  to  him.  It  qipmred  fliat 
the  acoount  with  Harrall  was  ai^iwted  and  bal- 
anced to  the  end  of  the  qnarter,  to  wit,  the  Ist 
of  April;  'and,  as  Bradley  was  then  acting 
Postmaster  General,  this  allowance  was  ocmse- 
quently  charged  to  him.    I  inquired  if  this 

auarter's  aooount  was  adjusted  and  balanoed  at 
le  time  it  bears  dote  f  The  answer  was,  no ; 
and  not,  probably,  until  June.  Whether,  if  the 
allowance  had  been  made  between  the  Ist  tji 
April  (the  end  of  the  qnarter)  and  June,  the 
time  cn  aotnal  adjustment,  it  would  have  been 
oanied  to  Harrall'sore^t  in  that  quarto- f  The 
answer  was,  that  it  would.  Do  not  you,  then, 
we  asked,  see  the  fallacy  of  yonr  rale  in  prov- 
ing who  was  the  Fortmaster  Gttieral  who  made 
the  aUowanoet  Tonr  quarter  oloeed  on  the 
let  of  April,  and  Bradley's  fhnetitms  ceased  on 
the  7th,  and  your  adjustment  of  the  qnarter 
was  made  on  tiie  first  of  June.  If  this  allow- 
anoe  had  been  made  any  time  between  the  7th 
of  April  and  Ist  of  June,  and  you  had  carried 
it  back  to  the  Ist  of  April,  do  yon  not  see  tiist 
you  fix  on  Bradley  an  allowance  made  by  Bar- 
ry) Brinji;  your  original  entry,  where,  oon- 
oeraing  this  allowance,  yon  first  put  pot  to  p*- 
per,  no  matter  what  is  uie  naiae  i^the  bocA  or 
doonmoit  They  bronght  "the  eaih  book;** 
there  the  allowance  was  stated,  and  the  time 
for  which  it  was  made^  bnt  not  wiun  the  de- 
dsion  was  made.  Bnt  t  perceived,  in  a  sanall 
note  in  red  ink,  "  see  letter  of  18th  April."  I 
demanded  the  letter,  and  it  was  bron^t ;  and, 
behold,  it  was  a  letter  of  Phineas  Bradley  to 
Harrall,  six  days  after  Abraham's  fbnetioaa 
had  ceased,  stating  that  the  Poatmaater  Gen- 
eral (Barry)  had  examined  his  elaim>fer  extra 
oompensation,  and  had  directed  him  to  pass  the 
sum  of  1,999  60  per  annum  to  his  credit,  as 
extra  allowance.  Here  the  thing  was  settled. 
The  chaige  of  Bradl^  to  the  President,  of 
Barry's  extra  allowance,  waa  true ;  the  attempt 
in  Barry's  offimal  report  to  shonldM'  it  off  on 
Bradley  was  entirely  defeated.  The  AsnatsBt 
Postmaster  Genwal,  Gardner,  and  Chirf  Cler^ 
Brown,  were  foreed  to  admit  the  mar,  and 
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that  the  rale  which  had  fixed  about  ^40,000  ot 
aUowaooee  upon  Bradley,  took  these  allowanoes 
fnm.  Uoljean,  bnt  ohiefij  from  Barry,  where 
they  in  fact  belonged,  and  charged  th^  npon 
Bradley,  where  they  did  not  bSong.  It  was 
strange,  indeed,  that  this  abstract  should  have 
been,  at  lirst,  made  ont  oorrectly,  and  that  Mo* 
3Lean  and  Bury's  names  sboold  have  been  im- 
properly erased  and  Bradley's  improperly  in- 
eerbad.  Now,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that 
ohaigea  so  grave  as  thow  presented  by  Bradley 
to  the  Preddent  of  die  United  States,  in  his 
letter  of  the  17th  of  October,  were  never  com- 
monioated  to  the  Poatmaster  GeneraL  Mr. 
Bradley  had  been  an  Assistant  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral Ml  thirty  years,  and,  ui  aU  that  time,  had 
maintuned  an  irreproatuiable  oharaeter.  He 
had  been  removed  withont  being  permitted  to 
know  the  canse.  One  of  the  diarges  (to  wit, 
prodigality)  which  he  prefers  agunst  the  Post- 
master General,(Barry,)  is  attempted  to  be  shoul- 
dered off  on  him.  This  the  witness  declares  on 
oath  was  the  act  of  Barry  himaelf,  and  proves 
it  in  the  %ay  I  have  stated. 

The  depo«itionB  of  Brown,  Dnndaa,  Taylor, 
Sutter,  and  Gardner,  admit  the  misrepreemta- 
taon  in  this  "  abstract bnt  *'  it  Is  an  uinooent 
mistake."  It  may  be  so,  and  we  wish,  in  all 
ehaiity,  Uiat  we  had  bettw  grounds  to  presume 
it.  This"abBlnot>'isneitl  ner  an  original  rec- 
ord, nor  a  copy  from  any  record.  It  states 
briefly  is  each  case  the  amount  of  the  contract, 
the  DMne  of  die  oontowtor,  the  amount  of  the 
extra  allowance,  and  for  what  time.  It  is 
neither  an  extract  nor  abstract  firom  any  reo- 
caxl  or  document  It  is  rather  a  compilation 
oi  these  facts  from  the  letters  the  cash  book, 
and  the  ledger.  It  seems  ringnlar  that  there  is 
no  direct  record  of  the  time  when  these  allow- 
anees  weM  granted.   But,  nevertheless,  it  lu^ 

Cded  in  tins  case  tiut  the  subOTdinate  ofBeera 
id  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining  which  Post- 
master General  did  make  the  allowances ;  and 
nothing  bnt  the  role  promulgated  by  Mr.  O.  B. 
Brown  changed  the  right  Into  a  wrong.  Now, 
it  would  seem  that  a  role  so  utterly  fUlacions 
as  this,  would  operate  sometimes  for,  and  some- 
times agunst,  Mr.  Bradley ;  bnt  this  (strange 
to  t^)  operated  in  every  case  against  Um,  and 
fixed  npon  him  the  most  nnmerons  and  extrav- 
agant extra  allowances  that  were  ever  made  in 
twice  that  distance  of  time.  Oonridering, 
ihenitfn,  that  Bany  had  been,  Umg  before 
tliia,  presented  to  the  Freadent  for  eztnva- 
ganoe  in  theae  alloinuices ;  that  his  answer  to 
a  tnm  the  Senate  had  been  altered,  by 
eraaarei^  so  aa  to  remove  this  charge  from  lum, 
and  fix  it  <Hi  Bradley ;  that  the  nlsity  of  the 
official  document  had  been  detected,  and  ac- 
knowledged by  the  officers  who  have  the  chief 
management  of  the  department ;  it  is  for  the 

Sablic  to  decide  whether  snch  errors  in  such  a 
epartment,  which  combine  to  destroy  the  fair 
fame  of  a  worthy  and  highly  diatingnished  cit- 
iaai,  are  to  be  ascribed  to  gross  ignorance  or 
baaa  darign. 


[SnuTE. 

From  all  the  evidence  which  we  obtained 
from  the  department,  it  would  seem  thf^  in 
less  tiian  four  weeks,  Mr.  Bradley  is  made  to 
have  given  extra  allowances  in  forty-seven 
oases ;  in  thirty-six  of  which  Mr.  McLean  and 
Barry  were  ri^tly  chained,  bnt  their  names 
were  erased,  and  Bradley's  wrongfully  inserted. 
It  appears  further,  that  tbongh  the  call  as  to 
these  extra  allowances,  which  was  made  nine 
months  before  it  was  answered,  extended  also 
to  the  reasons  or  condderatitm  for  them,  yet  in 
very  few  instances  has  \htt  reason  or  oontdd- 
eranott  been  ^ven;  and  in  scsne  !t  is  found 
that  it  has  been  erroneously  ^ven.  In  this 
very  case  of  Harrall,  all  that  is  pretended  to 
have  been  g^ed  for  thia  $1,992  per  annua,  ia 
expediting  two  honn  in  twenty-four,  which, 
npon  inquiry,  tmns  ont  to  be  bat  an  hoar  and 
a  half.  In  the  short  time  that  this  mass  of 
matter  has  l>een  before  us,  we  have  discovered 
enongh  to  convince  me  that  thia  mutilated, 
manned,  perverted  document  never  ought  to 
go  to  the  public  with  the  sanotion  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  Senator  from  Tamessee  sui^ests  that 
the  petitim  and  thia  doonment  may  both  be 
pablished.  Bnt  the  oommittee  know  that  the 
petition  ia  true  and  the  document  is  not  Shall 
we,  then,  ^ve  currency  to  office  dander 
agtunst  a  citizen  who  has  served  yon  near  f<n^ 
years  with  distii^jTrushed  ability  and  stem  in- 
tegrity f  If  hie  futhfVil  services  could  not  save 
him  from  a  relentless  proscription,  bat  he  most 
be  cast  npon  the  world  in  the  evening  of  his 
days,  penniless,  and  withont  employ,  sarely  we 
wUl  not  give  currency  to  tbat  which,  if  true, 
would  consign  him  to  infamy,  but  which  we 
know  is  a  gross  fabrication.  If  yoa  will  con- 
sent to  adopt  a  resolution,  Erecting  the  printer 
to  enclose  the  erasores  in  brai^^  and  insert 
this  resolutitm  in  a  note  at  the  bottom  of  eadi 
page  which  shall  contain  an  erasure,  the  anti- 
dote would  then  go  with  the  poiaoii,  and  no 
harm  would  be  done^  Bnt,  aa  it  is,  I  iwotest 
agidnst  such  ii^astice. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  suspending  the 
printings  and  determined  in  the  affirmative^ 
nun.  oon. 

Pinal  Code. 

Hr.  LmNOSToir,  of  Ixiuisiana,  said,  it  would 
be  remembered,  that,  on  the  last  day  of  the 
last  session,  he  had  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  to 
establish  a  system  of  pmal  law,  with  the 
avowed  intention  of  aubnuttin^  it  to  tiie  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate  at  this  session.  The 
time  occupied  by  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
daring  the  be^ning,  and  the  extraordinary 
press  of  bnsiness  dnnng  the  remainder  of  the 
sesrion,  concnrred  with  other  circnmstanoes  in 
preventing  him  from  brinj^ng  it  up.  Among 
them  was  a  proposition  for  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  frame  a  code  of  laws  for  the  District 
of  Colombia ;  for  that  part  of  which,  relating 
to  penal  law,  this  system  forms  an  important 
point  Tliat  popontion  having,  within  a  few 
d^ya,  fidled,  llr.  L  said  he  woud  now,  in  pur* 
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snance  of  noUoe  given  on  a  former  day,  move 
fbr  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill.  It  was  bis  inten- 
tion, hod  time  permitted,  to  have  developed  the 
principles  of  toe  bill,  some  of  vhioh  woold  be 
foond  extremely  important.  Under  present 
circumstances,  be  would  confine  himself  to  say- 
ing that  it  lud  down  general  principles  appli- 
cable to  the  subject^  provided  for  the  case  of 
those  general  acts  which  oaght  to  be  pnnishable 
under  the  powers  vested  in  the  G«n»«l  Gov- 
ernment, in  whatever  part  of  the  United  States 
they  mAy  be  oommitted,  and  those  which  maj 
be  committed  in  ^aoes  nnder  the  exclusive 
jnrisdiotion  of  the  United  States,  inclading,  of 
course,  the  District  of  Ckilumbia — ^th^  it  ac- 
curately defined  all  offences,  provided  as  well 
for  their  prevention  as  their  punishment — in- 
dndes  a  complete  system  of  procedure — a  code 
oi  prison  discipline,  and  a  book  of  definitiooB, 
explaining  all  the  technical  words  used  in  every 
part  of  uie  system.  He  would  mention  two 
important  featares  in  the  plan — the  one  waa, 
providing,  by  positive  law,  for  defining  and 
ponishiDg  offenoee  against  the  laws  of  nations, 
and,  among  tluin,  some  whieh  had  hitherto  been 
left  vrithoot  any  sanction;  aooh  as  offences 

Sj^nst  that  law  which  regulated,  in  modem 
mes,  the  conduct  of  civilized  nations  with 
respect  to  each  other  in  time  of  war  as  well  as 
of  peace.  As  these  were  entirely  new,  Mr.  L. 
said  he  wished,  when  the  document  was  pat  in 
the  bands  of  the  Senators,  the^  would  pay  par- 
ticular attention  to  its  provisions,  as  weU  as  to 
one  most  important  principle  which  pervades  the 
whole — the  total  abolition  of  the  punishment 
of  death.   To  this  he  invited  the  Senators  to 

give  a  most  serious  reflection,  that  they  might 
e  prepared  to  meet  the  disooesion  whieh  he 
tlhoald  think  it  a  duty  to  invite  at  the  next 
aesidoii. 

Having  been  prevented,  by  (he  reasons  which 
be  had  mentioned,  ft^m  expluniog  the  pro- 
viuons  of  the  system  in  an  address  to  the  Sen- 
ate^ be  wpnld  supply  it  by  an  introductory  report 


tlCAMi^  1681. 

which  would  l>e  delivered  to  the  members  of 
both  HoQses,  together  with  the  system.  Ur. 
L.  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Inll, 
which  was  granted. 

Mr.  KoBBiNS  said  that  he  held  a  document  on 
the  snbject  of  the  abolition  of  the  punishment 
of  death,  which  be  thought  woald  be  very  use- 
ful to  the  Senate  in  forming  an  opinion  on  that 
subject  It  consisted  of  extracts  from  reports 
made  to  tiie  Legislatuv  ctf  Lonimuia  br  tbe 
Senator  from  that  State,  which  had  been  utety 
republished  in  Pennsylvania.  He  moved  that 
it  mi^t  be  printed ;  which  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbtot,  the  Senate 
then  went  into  executive  business,  and  satvrith 
closed  doors  till  four  o'clock,  -wheai  they  took  a 
recess  till  six. 

EvsKisra  ensioN. 

The  Senate  re-assembled  at  six  o'doclc,  and 
immediately  went  into  the  oonsideratifHi  of 
executive  business,  and  sat  with  dosed  doors 
until  half  Mtst  seven. 

Messrs.  Woodbubt  and  Bubkbt  were  then 
appointed  a  oonnnittee,  to  Join  the  eommittee 
appointed  by  the  Honse  of  Bepreflentativesi,  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that,  unless  he  had  some  ftrtibar 
commnnications  to  make  to  that  body,  it  was 
ready  to  adjonm. 

The  committee  soon  after  returned,  and  noti- 
fied the  Senate  that  the  committee  bad  attend- 
ed to  the  duly  assigned  then,  and  that  the 
President  informed  them  he  had  no  flirther  aom- 
raunications  to  make. 

On  motion, 

Ordend,  Tliat  the  Secretary  notify  the  Honee  of 
Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  concluded 
the  legislative  buunesa  before  it,  are  now  rewjy  to 
adjoum. 

The  Secretary  having  returned, 
The  FsnmuiTiMV.  Um.  adjourned  the  Sanata 
MM  die. 
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TWENTY-FIEST  CONGRESS.-^ECOM)  SESSION. 

PBOGEEBINGS  AND  DEBATES 

IV 

THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


ICoicDAT,  Deoember  6, 1880. 

At  13  o'clock  pradself,  the  roll  of  members 
called  over  by  the  Olerk  of  the  Hoa9& 
(IC^TTHBV  Br,  Club  Oubki,)  and  it  appeared 
that  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  Msmbera 
and  two  Delegates  were  {nvsent. 

The  Olerk  having  annonnoed  that  a  qnonun 
of  the  Hoose  was  ppesen^ 

Hr.  Abohu,  of  V  ir^ia,  rose,  and  sdd  that 
be  was  reqaeated  by  his  colleagae,  the  Bpeakib 
of  this  Hoose,  to  state,  that  he  was  prevented 
from  attending  by  indisposition ;  bat  that  he 
expelled  to  be  Me  to  Teach  the  city  hetan 
tlie  nsnal  hotir  ct  iittinff  <^  the  Honse  to- 
morrow. A  gentleman  who  had  arrived  in  the 
dty  in  this  morning's  mail-boat,  brought  infor- 
mmiu  that  he  passed  the  Sptwcer  yesterday 
on  hoB  road  to  this  plaoe.  In  tntioipation  of 
the  qnestion  which  might  be  presented  by  the 
absence  of  the  Speaker,  Hr.  A.  sud  he  had 
looked  to  the  records,  to  ascertun  what  had 
been  the  practice  of  the  Honse  on  like  cases 
heretofore.  He  foond  that  it  had  been  two- 
fold :  in  one  or  more  cases,  the  House  having, 
on  the  absence  of  the  Speaker,  a^onmed  &om 
day  to  day,  and  in  two  oases,  ooonrring  in  coo 
year,  (17S8,)  having  elected  a  Speaker  |»v  («f»- 
pore.  He  £M  risen,  be  aaid,  onW  to  make  the 
onmmiDiostioa  which  he  had  done  from  the 
Speaker,  and  to  state  what  had  been  the  prac- 
tice heretofore.  It  would  be  for  the  Honse  to 
determine  what  oonrse  it  wonld  pnrsae  on  the 
present  occasion. 

Mr.  Pouc,  of  Tennessee,  said,  after  the  com- 
munication wliich  had  just  been  made  to  the 
Hoose,  it  being  probable  that  the  Speaker  would 
be  here  to-morrow,  he  ^oold  propose  that  the 
Hooae  do  now  a^ioam  until  to-morrow. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion,  and 
decidea  in  the  affirmative. 
So  the  Hoose  adjourned. 


TnaniT,  Deoember  *t. 

The  Spkaub  (the  H(hl  Abdkbw  Brnxmon, 
of  Virginia)  being  present  this  day,  took  the 
chair  at  12  o'clock. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 
the  members  elected  ance  the  last  session  were 
sworn  in. 

Messages  were  then  interchanged  between  the 
two  Houses,  that  they  were  reqMotivelj  ready 
to  proceed  to  business. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed,  to  join 
such  committee  as  should  be  appointed  on  the 
part  the  Senate  to  wait  upon  the  Frendent, 
and  inform  him  that  the  two  Honses  were 
formed,  and  ready  to  receive  any  communica- 
tioa  which  he  might  have  to  make. 

Soon  after  which  Mr.  Hathu  reported  that 
the  committee  had  paiformed  the  duty  asmgned 
to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlos,  of  New  York,  it 
was  determined  that  two  onapl^ns  should  be 
appointed,  as  usnaL  of  different  denominations, 
to  iDtercliange  weekly  between  the  two  Houses. 

The  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  then  brought  in  by  his  private 
Secretary,  Mr.  Donelson,  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed— feferred  to  a  Oommittee  ai  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  For  Message, 
see  Senate  Frooee^ngs,  p.  109. 


Thttbsdat,  December  9. 
JPretidrnVt  Menage — Referent  of  the  nspa0> 
tivt  parti  to  the  different  Committee*, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hoffman,  the  House  then 
resolved  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Unicoi,  Hi.  Wiozum  In 
the  chair. 

Mr.  HomcAKN  moved  resolotions  referring 
the  various  sut^ects  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage to  difiiareut  Btanding  and  select  oommitteea. 
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All  were  refeared,  withnt  qaestaon,  nntil  the 
sizth  resolatim  waa  arrived  at,  which  was  in 

these  words : 

"  Resolved,  Tbtt  so  much  of  the  said  Message  as 
relates  to  the  poUie  debt,  the  rerenue,  its  secfliiitj, 
and  eoUecdoitt  tb»  Bank  of  the  Uidted  SlaUa,  and 
the  otxuisatlOQ  of  a  bank  fbunded  on  pobUe  and 
incBTtdiul  departs,  b«  leforad  to  the  OoBinlttae  of 
Wajpa  and  Heana.*' 

ySr.  WxTin  moved  to  amend  the  readn- 
tion,  hj  atriidng  out  the  words  "  the  Banlc  of 
the  United  St^es,  and  the  organization  of  a 
bank  foonded  on  pahlio  and  individoid  depos- 
its," and  at  the  end  ot  tiie  said  resolntion  to 
add  the  ftdlowing : 

"And  that  80  much. of  the  said  Message  as  r^rs 
to  the  Bank  <rf  the  United  States,  and  to  the  ornn- 
liatlon  of  a  bank  as  a  bcaneh  of  the  Treassry  De- 
partmMit,  be  relemd  to  a  Select  Oomndttee." 

Ur.  TatijOB  moved  tat  a  division  of  the 

anestion^  so  tliat  the  sense  of  tlie  oommittee 
ionld  first  be  had  on  striking  oat 
The  motion  waa  agreed  to ;  and. 
The  question  being  put  by  the  Ohair, 
It  was  decided  in  the  native — <nuj  fifl^* 
four  rising  in  &vor  of  strikiiw  out. 

The  remainder  of  the  reaomtiona  woe  Uam 
severallj  agreed  to. 

The  oommittee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
resolutions  as  amended  to  the  Honsa 

The  question  being  stated  from  the  Chair 
to  agree  to  the  resolutions,  aa  amended  in  com- 

'^^^TVjLTn  moved  that  tSie  qoeatini  he  put 
on  agreeing  to  all  but  the  sixth. 

Ho  objection  being  made,  the  question  was 
so  taken,  and  all  the  resolutions  were  ap%ed  to 
h7  the  House,  with  the  exception  of  the  sixth. 

Ur.  WxTin  now  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  had  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

ICr.  WA'nfE,  in  sopporting  this  motion,  apol- 
ogized for  troubling  the  House  with  a  renuirk 
or  two  on  this  topic,  at  so  early  a  period  of  the 
eeesiou.  The  first  communication  made  to 
Congress  by  the  present  Executive,  (at  the  last 
session,)  intimated  a  doubt  in  his  mind  as  to 
the  propriety  of  recliartraing  the  existing  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  portion  of  his  Mes- 
sage on  this  sabject  had  been  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Heaps,  who  submitted 
to  the  House  a  report,  in  which  they  exhibited 
at  great  length  tiior  views,  which  were  op- 
posed to  those  expressed  by  the  President 
Shoold  the  present  portion  of  his  Message  be 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  unless  some 

Sreat  and  unexpected  change  had  taken  place  in 
leir  opinion  smce  the  last  session,  the  subject 
would  be  met  by  men  whose  minds  were 
already  made  up,  whose  sentiments  had  been 
publicly  expressed,  and  who,  therefore,  could 
not  he  expected  to  give  it  that  foir  and  un- 
Inassed  eonaideration  which  its  great  impor- 
tance demanded.  Hie  importance  of  the  qttes- 
tion  tonehlng  the  bank  must  he  acknowledged 
by  every  one,  as  well  as  its  agitating  eflfeet  cm 


the  public  mind,  throughout  every  portion  of 
the  Union.  He  oonoeived  it  as  only  respeotfol 
to  the  Prorident,  when  such  a  subject  was  by 
him  officially  reoommended  to  the  attention  tff 
Congress,  to  i^aoe  it  in  such  an  attitude  as 
should  aeonre  to  it  a  oshn  inveatigatiMi  ^  p«r- 
B(HU  who  had  not  ^r^judged  it  Mr.  W.  said 
he  would  not  disguise  the  fitct  that  his  own 
views  in  relati<m  to  the  raoharteiinir  of  the 
present  bank  were  such  as  would  induee  him 
to  vote  against  it  in  every  event ;  but  what  he 
wished  at  present  was,  that  the  House  might 
ascertain  whether  it  waa  practicable  or  not  to 
organize  an  institution  resting  on  the  fnnds  of 
the  country,  which,  while  it  secured  all  the 
advantages  intended  to  be  att^ed  by  the  list- 
ing bank,  should  avoid  the  dangers  with  which 
that  establisliment  was  by  many  oonoeived  to 
be  fraught  Hie  inclination  of  his  own  mind 
waa  to  the  opinion  that  this  was  praelioable; 
bnt  he  derired,  at  all  eventa,  tSiat  the  question 
should  be  submitted  to  those  who  woold  go  to 
its  discusdon  untrammelled  by  any  previous 
judgment  It  was  not  from  any  feuing  of  hos- 
tility to  the  bank  that  he  was  induced  to  dee^ 
this,  but  from  a  wish  for  fumess  in  the  treat* 
ment  of  the  subject  itself  and  i^om  respect  to 
a  communication  made  to  Cangresa  dj  the 
Chief  Magistrate. 

Kr.  CmLTov,  of  Eentncky,  said,  that  whilst 
he  liad,  he  trusted,  a  proper  renrd  for  the 
Preudent  of  the  United  States,  he  had  some 
regard  also  for  the  oommittee  to  whom  it  was 
proposed  to  refer  this  salfjeet  He  Ad  not  him- 
self feel  uiy  paitionlar  interest  in  this  matter, 
dther  for  or  against  the  bank.  But,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  a  very  able  report  upon 
the  subject  had  Deen  made  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  which  he  htfd  no  donbt 
placed  the  subject  in  as  feir  a  point  of  view  aa 
it  could  be  placed  by  a  select  or  any  other  com- 
mittee. He  had  heard  no  Bnffl<»ent  reason  why 
the  sulfject  should  now  be  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  that  committee.  As  this  snl^ect, 
moreover,  had  been  heretofore  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  give  it  a 
different  direction  now,  would  be  to  c«t  a  re- 
flection on  that  highly  respectable  oommittee, 
at  the  head  of  whiui  stands  a  gentieman  whose 
character  for  flnnness  on  tlie  me  hand,  and 
int^rity  and  abilitiea  on  the  othtf,  conla  not 
be  questioned.  Mr.  0.  was  thraelbre  opposed 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  OosmoT,  of  New  Jeivey,  desired  lliat . 
the  question  on  Ur.  Watnb^s  amendment 
shonld  be  taken  by  yeas  and  na^  and  it  waa 
ordered  accordingly  to  be  so  taken. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,  pn^xned  to 
amend  t^e  amendment,  so  as  to  strike  out  the 
latter  clause,  and  refer  simply  the  question  con- 
cerning the  present  liank,  without  the  establmh- 
ment  oi  a  snlistitute  for  it,  to  the  considwation 
of  a  Select  Committee. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Tatur,  of  New  York,  said  that,  if  the 
snl^eot  referred  to  in  the  Uessage  had  beeu 
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entirely  neir,  he  ihonld  have  no  objeotionB  to 
UMaDi«iM]mentDropoaed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Gecvgis,  (Mr.  Wathb  ;)  bnt  when  it  was  con- 
sidered that,  hj  the  roles  of  the  House,  the 
r^wrt  made  at  the  last  session  hj  the  Ootomit- 
tee  of  ViTs  and  Means  was  oontinned  as  a  part 
ttfUnbasineea  of  the  present  aeasion,  that  fact, 
be  tboni^  AmiBhed  an  olfjaetion  ag^nst  the 
Mttdhu  (rf  the  flame  antjjeet  toaSeieot  Ofnnnit- 
tea.  Siidi  a  measure  vonld  amoont,  in  sab* 
Amoe,  to  aending  the  report  of  oaa  of  the 
rtai^ne  oommittees  oi  this  Hoose  to  be  re- 
newed l)j  a  Select  Committee.  Would  this  be 
req>eotfaIf  Would  it  be  treating  the  Com- 
miUee  of  Ways  and  Means  with  tut  d^erenoe 
Ttuch  Tss  dna  to  them,  to  take  their  report, 
(vbMho-  it  was  before  the  House,  or  had  been 
refened  to  a  Conmiittae  at  the'  wh<^e  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  or  a  Committee  of  the 
¥hol^)  and  send  it  to  a  Select  Committee  1 
Whit  direedon  had  been  given  to  the  report 
of  last  session,  ha  had  been  miable  to  asoertaui, 
tiio  meiBS  not  beins  at  this  Ume  within  reach 
of  the  offieen  of  tie  ^oae ;  but  whatever  it 
lisd  beo,  the  report  was  a  part  of  the  bnsiness 
U  Uie  Honse  oontinned  over  from  last  session, 
md  wu  to  be  viewed  in  all  reweots  the  same 
ta  if  it  had  boMt  rendered  at  the  present  ses- 
^n.  And  he  put  it  to  the  Honse  whether  it 
would  be  proper  to  send  a  report  now  made 
bj  one  committee  of  the  Honse,  uid  submit  it 
toanothwl 

(The  CaxiE  here  stated  that  be  was  informed 
hj  the  Clerk  that  the  report  of  the  Committee 
ViijB  and  Keana  was  at  the  last  session  laid 
on  the  taUe  of  the  Honse.] 

Hr.  Tatlob  eaid,  if  that  were  the  case,  conid 
my  one  dis^^rove  an  arrangemoit  which 
wodd  ev«itant«  in  sending  the  «nlject  to  a 
Coffimittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  that  it  might  there  receive  the  fdllest 
enmination  that  any  of  its  advocates  ooold  de- 
nret  He  sagfcested  to  the  Hoose,  therefore, 
that  the  coarse  in  the  original  motion  was  evi- 
dently the  proper  cme. 

Mr.  Homujf,  of  New  York,  said  that,  in 
making  the  motion  he  had  done  in  reference  to 
this  cbnse  of  Uie  President's  Message,  he  had 
not  intended  to  expreaa  either  approbation,  or 
the  cmtrary,  as  to  the  reasoning  or  the  state- 
naitoffutBitoontained,-  nor  had  he  supposed 
tfast  his  mofaoa  inTcdved  the  slightest  disreiroeet 
towtrda  th»  Execntive.  He  had  been  led  to 
propose  fhe  di^rasition  to  be  given  to  the  sub- 
ject,  from  no  friendship  or  hosolity  to  the  pres- 
ent Bank  of  the  United  States :  no  expresnon 
of  opinion  on  that  snbject  was  now  called  for. 

[Tfa'e  Chaib  observed  that  the  merits  of  the 
measore  proposed  in  the  Message  were  not  be- 
fore the  House,  bnt  simply  a  qnestion  as  to  the 
proper  ocnninittee  to  whom  it  was  to  go.] 

Mr.  H.  resumed,  and  sud  that  he  had  made 
the  foregoing  observationa  expressly  for  the 
pnrpose  of  doing  away  any  iofinvnoe,  from  his 
motion,  of  his  peraonal  mendship  or  hostility 
toward  the  bank  »  now  iH^aniaea.  That  anb- 
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ject  had  nlways,  heretofore,  been  referred  to 
the  standing  committee  of  the  Honse  having 
cognizance  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  He 
could  not  bring  himself  to  believe  that  the 
opinions  of  the  gentlemen  forming  that  com- 
mittee were  so  irrevocably  fixed,  as  not  to  re- 
main open  to  &»  developments  of  time  and 
the  influence  of  sound  reasoning.  Oould  he 
suppose  this,  he  shoold  eerbdnly  oe  in  fiivor  <^ 
reuoring  the  sal^eot  to  some  oommittee  which 
shotdd  be  differently  oonstitnted.  It  was  in- 
different to  him  what  might  be  the  disposition 
made  by  the  Honse  of  this  part  of  the  Message. 
If  it  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  he 
hoped  that  such  a  committee  would  be  selected 
as  would  be  perfectly  competent  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  matter ;  and  if  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  trusted 
ttiat  they  would  consider  it  dispassionately,  and 
without  prejudice.  Either  course  would  secare, 
he  doubted  not,  a  full  and  able  investigation. 

Mr.  WxTm  again  rose.  It  was,  he  said, 
from  no  want  of  reapeat  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meana  that  he  had  been  indnoed  to 
desire  that  this  important  subject  shoold  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee,  be  again  insist- 
ed, that  when  the  sut^jeot  of  a  national  bank 
had  been  a  aeoond  time,  and  in  a  mbre  explicit 
and  particular  manner,  recommended  to  the 
consLoeration  of  the  House,  it  would  not  be  re- 
spectful to  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  send  it  back 
to  a  committee  who  bad  made  np  their  opinion 
in  opposition  to  that  intimated  by  the  Execu- 
tive. He  had  not  the  least  doubt  that  if  the 
light  of  troth  oould  be  made  manifest  to  them, 
the  mhids  of  those  gentlemen  were  open  to 
oonviotion  on  thia  aa  on  every  other  subject : 
but  all  knew  that  truth  was  oftra  difflout  oi 
BOOMS,  and  Bometimes  not  less  diffioolt  to  be 
received,  and  this  acknowledgment  involved 
no  imputation  whatever  on  the  uprighluess  of 
that  committee.  He  had  another  reason  for 
wishing  the  amendment  to  prevail ;  it  was  not 
to  be  expected  that,  unless  the  question  was 
submitted  to  a  few  minds  whioh  felt  a  strong  in- 
terest in  regard  to  it,  it  would  be  examined  with 
that  application  and  industry  whioh  were  in- 
dispensable to  the  full  development  of  the  sub- 
ject. The  su^estion  of  the  President  involved 
a  reference  to  the  amount  and  places  of  de- 
podt  thehr  efibct  upon  ocnnmeive,  dea,  Ao., 
whiiui  oould  not  be  gone  into  at  large  unless  by 
a  oommittee  speciuly  devoted  to  the  snl^ect. 
If  the  House  approached  the  investigation 
through  its  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meuu^ 
could  .it  expect  as  full  and  dotted  a  report  aa 
if  by  a  Select  Committee,  whose  views  corre- 
sponded with  those  of  the  President!  He 
knew  that  gentiemen  would  object  to  his  prop- 
ortion ;  that  the  reference  to  a  Select  Oommit- 
tee wonld  excite  a  belief  in  the  community 
that  the  United  States  Bank  was  not  to  be  re- 
chartered,  and  thus  greatly  depreaa  the  price  of 
bank  stock.  Admit  that  Aich  might  be  tlie  • 
effect,  was  thia  a  valid  objection  1  Was  the 
House  bound  to  preclude  inquiry  on  a  most  im- 
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portaot  subject,  from  a  fear  tiittt  the  disoossioa 
might  affect  the  price  of  stocks  ?  Suppose  the 
qaestioD  shoold  be  deferred,  it  most  come  np 
at  last ;  and  would  it  not  affect  stock  then  as 
mndi  as  now  %  Ur.  W.  said,  when  the  ques- 
tion came  np  on  recharterio^  the  bank  as  now 
organized,  he  shonld  vote  against  It,  because  its 
bw^ta  enured  to  individoals  and  not  to  the 
Govenimeat,  who  might,  by  means  of  mSn.  an 
institution,  contribute  to  relieve  the  people  of 
tiie  Union  from  unjust  taxation  to  the  amount 
perhaps  of  mllliona  annually.  He  should,  how- 
ever,  abst^  fr<Hn  enterinf^  upon  the  merits  of 
the  main  question  at  this  time.  Be  was  aware 
that  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  touch  upon 
them.  He  had  had  the  honor  of  offering  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  same  subject  at  the  last  session,  and 
should  renew  it  at  the  present  session.  '  His 
only  motive  then,  as  now^had  been  to  promote 
an  inquiry  after  truth.  He  believed  that  the 
appointment  of  a  Seleat  Committee  would  elidt 
a  mass  cKf  facts  wbioh  it  waa  desirable  to  obbdn, 
and  wliich  would  not  otherwise  oome  before 
ttie  House,  tending  to  show  whether  tike  meas- 
nre  proposed  by  t£e  Ezecntire  was  practicable 
OT  not 

Hr.  OxvBBELENo,  of  New  Tork,  said  that  if 
the  yeas  and  nays  had  not  been  ordered  on  this 
■nlfject,  he  should  not  hare  risen.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  because  he  viewed  the  whole  question 
as  premature  at  this  time.  When  the  proper 
time  arrived  for  its  consideration,  he  should 
certaiiUy  be  in  fovor  of  refwring  it  to  a  Select 
Committee.  It  had  been  so  referred  when  tiie 
bank  petitl(med  for  a  renewal  of  its  obarter. 
He  had  the  greatest  respect  for  the  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  ways  and 
Means,  (Mr.  MoDdffib,)  but  he  thought  the 
snltJect  oueht  never  to  come  before  the  House 
until  the  bank  shonld  again  appear  as  a  peti- 
tioner for  the  renewal  of  its  charter.  The 
Preddent,  in  presenting  his  Message  to  Con- 
gress, bad  glanced  his  eye  over  the  whole  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  had,  very  properly, 
given  to  the  House  bis  views  of  a  great  and 
weighty  question  of  public  policy.  It  was  a 
question  which  involved  the  cironlating  me- 
^mn,  and.  in  fact,  the  property  cKf  the  whole 
nation.  As  snob,  the  question  was  before  the 
people— it  was  a  question  for  the  nation  to  de- 
dde.  In  this  House,  it  was  not  fairly  present- 
ed as  a  subject  of  inquiry  until  the  bank  should 
apply  for  a  new  charter ;  when  that  time  ar- 
rived, Mr.  0.  said  he  should  be  for  sending  it 
to  a  Select  Committee;  but  at  present  the 
whole  mattor  was  premature. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Watkz,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TcAS. — BCesBTs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Angel,  Bam- 
well,  Baylor,  Bell,  Junes  Blair,  Jobu  BUir,  Boon, 
Borst,  Brodheftd,  Canon,  Chandler,  Claiborne,  Clay, 
•Coke,  Conner,  Daniel,  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davia, 
EarU,  Undlay,  Ford,  Foster,  Fry,  Gaither,  Gordon, 
Hall,  Halwy,  Hammons,  Haynes,  Hinds,  Leonard 


Jar  vis,  Cave  Johnson,  Kennon,  Feikhia  King,  L»- 
mar,  Lea,  Leavltt,  Lecoinpte,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lump, 
kin,  Thomas  H  azwell,  Honell,  Norton,  Kockotfe,  Pet- 
tis, Polk,  Potter,  Powers,  Beneber,  Boane,  Baalbr^ 
Scott,  Angustine  H.  awppwd,  SUekh^  StaaAfav 
TaUafenOj  Wikr  nwinMon,  John  TboinaiiB,  An- 
vant,  Tacker,  Wayne,  weaks,  WiekUflb,  Taioar— 
67. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Arnold,  BaSey, 
Barber,  Barringer,  Bartley,  Beeknuin,  Boekw, 
Brown,  Bnobanan,  Butman,  Gaboon,  Cambrelng, 
Chilton,  Clark,  Coleman,  Oondict,  Coqier,  Cowla^ 
Craig,  Crane,  CrawfiH^  Crrii^ton,  Crocberon, 
Den^,  Dickinson,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dodley,  Dut- 
can,  Eager,  Ellsworth,  O.  Evans,  J.  Evaos,  B.  Srcr- 
ettf-floch,  GUmore,  Gorham,  Green,  Orennell,  Btp- 
vey,  Hemphill,  Hodges,  Hofibian,  Btdiand,  Howard, 
Hnghes,  Hnnt,  Hantington,  IngersoU,  Inin,  Inrin, 
JenuiogB,  Johns,  Ken^ll,  Kincaid,  A.  King,  Lent, 
Letober,  Lyon,  Hasee,  HaUary,  Uarr,  Martbdak, 
Lewi§  Haxwetl,  HcCreery,  Hclntlre,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Overton,  Fatten,  Feuee, 
Fieraon,  Randolph,  Rmd,  Richardson,  Rose,  RosmI, 
William  B.  Shepard,  Semmes,  ^  Smith,  E^bt, 
Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigs,  berry,  Sterigere, 
Storrs,  Strong,  Sutfaerland,  Swann,  Swift,  ^lor, 
Tracy,  Vance,  Tamnm,  Yerplanck,  Vinton,  Wasb- 
ington,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  WUmu^ 
WilKn,  Wii^ate,  Toang— 108. 

So  tihe  Hooae  refkued  to  ammd  tbe  leaola- 
tion,  and  the  resolution,  as  reported  1^^  the 
Comnuttee  of  the  Whole,  was  agreed  to. 

Hie  House  then  a^onnied. 


AoDAT,  December  10. 

Judge  Peek. 

After  the  reception  of  petitions  and  resobt- 
tions : 

On  motioif  of  Hr.  Buobanah,  in  order  to 
^ve  time  for  House  to  make  ^e  prelhn- 
inary  arrangements  for  fbe  trial  of  Jn^  Feci:, 
whioh  commences  in  the  Senate  chamber  at  12 
o'ck)ck  on  Monday  next,  the  House  agreed  to 
meet  at  11  o'doek  on  that  day. 

UbsDAT,  December  18. 

Jvdge  Peeh. 

Kr.  BuoHAKAN,  on  behalf  of  the  managers 
appointed  to  conduct  the  impeaohment  agidnst 
Judge  James  H.  Feck,  submitted  the  fcdlowing 
reprat,  whioh  was  agreed  to : 

The  OfHumittae  nS  Hanagns  i^pointed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  oonduet  tiie 
impeaofament  against  James  H.  Peck,  jo^  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Missouri,  report,  that  they  have  had 
under  consideration  the  answer  of  Judge  Feck 
to  the  article  of  impeachment  exhibited  against 
him  by  the  House,  and  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  r^[)Uo«tion  thereto : 

XIPUCAIIOH 

By  the  Hooae  of  BepresentatiTM  of  Uw  Uoitsd 
Statea  to  the  anawer  and  ^ea  of  James  H.  Feck, 
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jndge  of  Um  district  conri  of  the  Ui^ted  States 
lor  the  diKrlot  of  IdiMOori,  to  tbe  1111016  of  im- 
pflMhaMUt  ezUUted  igiiut  Iub  by  the  Hooie 

tka  HoBM  of  BopwMitottrot  of  the  United 
States  harin^  coaudend  the  ansrer  and  plea  of 
Jaaies  H.  Peok,  ^adgo  of  the  district  conrt  of  the 
United  States  for  tbe  district  of  Missouri,  to  the  ar- 
tioie  of  impeaehBont  sgaioat  him  hy  them  exhibited, 
1ft  the  name  of  theoiiwves  aod  of  all  the  people  of 
be  United  States,  replr,  that  the  nlA  James  H. 
Ftak  b  gnOty  in  Baon  manner  as  be  stands  im- 
peaebed;  and  that  tbe  Hoase  of  KepresentatiTes 
wiD  be  ready  to  prove  their  charges  afftinst  Iiim  at 
meh  a>DTeiiiei]t  time  and  place  ae  Bhall  be  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpose. 

Smtlntd,  That  the  foregoing  repficatlon  be  pst  in 
to  the  answer  and  plea  «f  Uie  afbreeeld  James  H. 
Peek,  on  behalf  of  this  House;  and  that  the  man- 
agen  be  tiwtraoted  to  maintain  tbe  aaid  rep&ca- 
tioDattliebarortheSenatei«tBodi  time  as  AaU 
be  sfiptrinted  by  the  Senate. 

Ihttiat  on  Sugar. 
3£r.  Hatheb,  of.  OeoqiiB,  Habmitted  the  fol- 
lowing  reeolatiott : 

Bmehtd^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instraoted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedioicy  of  re- 
pealioc  the  duUea  on  engar  imported  from  foreign 
eoontnes  bito  the  United  States. 

Vr.  SuTHEBLAKD  rcqQired  that  tLe  question 
be  taken  apon  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion \  and  Mr.  Wuxuus  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  tbe  qnestion.  They  were  ordered  by 
the  House,  and,  being  taken,  stood  as  foUoTS : 

TiAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Archer,  Armstrong,  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Bar- 
linger,  Baylor,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon, 
Brodfaead,  Brown,  Gambreleng,  Campbell,  Caraon, 
ClaitMirDe,  Clay,  Coke,  Conner,  Oraig,  Crocheron, 
Warren  B.  Davis,  Desha,  De  Witt,  Draper,  Drayton, 
Dudley,  EarO,  Qaither,  Gordon,  Hall,  Ualsey,  Ham- 
mona,  Hnxrey,  Hajnes,  Hinds,  Holland,  Hoffman, 
Hubbard,  Jarris,  Jenninss,  Cave  Johnson,  Lamar, 
Lea,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Xewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin, 
Thomas  Maxwell,  McDufBe,  Mclatire,  ITitcheli,  Mo- 
neU,  NookoUs,  Fatten,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Powers, 
Benehw.  Boane,  Sanford,  WilOam  B.  Kiepard,  Au- 
gostlne  H.  Sbeppard,  SbieUs,  ^telf^t,  Kdiard  Spen- 
cer, Stauberry,  Btan^ifer,  Taliafbrro,  ^ey  Thomp- 
eon,  Tncker,  Verplanek,  Wayne,  Weekly  Campbdl 
P.  White,  WilUams,  Wileon— 68. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Arnold,  Bailey,  Barber,  Bartley, 
Bates,  Beekman,  Bockee,  Borst,  Buchanan,  Batman, 
Gaboon,  Clark,  Coleman,  Oondict,  Cooper,  Coulter, 
Cowles,  Crane,  (^wford,  Crdghton,  Crowninsbield, 
Daniel,  Denny,  Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Duncan, 
Bwigbt,  Eager,  EQswortb,  George  Evans,  Horace  Ev- 
erett, Findlay,  Finch,  Ford,  Forward,  Fry,  Gilinore, 
Green,  Grennell,  Gurley,  Hawkins,  HemphiU,  Hodges, 
Howard,  HughM,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  IngersoU, 
Inrin,  Irrin,  lUdiard  H.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Eenaon, 
KlncaldT  Perkins  King,  Adam  Eiog,  Leavitt,  Lyon, 
Hwee,  MaUary,  Marr,  Martindate,  Lewis  Maxwell, 
Xe^eery,  Miller,  Mahlenberg,  Overton,  Pearce,  Pier- 
son,  Ramsey,  Beed,  Bicfaardaon,  Rose,  Russel,  Scott, 
fill.  Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Sterigere,  Ste- 
phena.  Stone,  Stnmg^  Sntheriaod,  Swann,  Swift, 
You  XL— IS 
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Taylor,  John  Thompeoo,  Traoy,  Tance,  Tamnm, 
Tinton,  Washington,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White, 
Wickliffe,  Yancey,  Young— 9». 

So  tiie  Hoose  nftued  to  conaider  the  raiohi- 

United  StatM  and  DenmarJe. 
The  SPBA.XIB  laid  before  the  House  the  fid- 
lowing  Message  from  Hm  Frerident  of  the 
United  States: 

7b  tAe  Soim  0/RepreittUativta  of  tJtt  VmttiBtattt: 

I  bwianut  to  the  House  of  BepneantatiTes  printed 
copies  of  the  convention  between  tbe  United  Slates 
and  hia  Miyesty  the  King  of  Denmark,  concladed 
at  Copenhagen  on  the  28th  of  March,  1830,  and 
ratified  by  and  with  tbe  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Washikotoh,  Deember  10, 1830. 

The  Message  and  oonTeottoD  were  r^rred 
to  the  Gommittee      Fortign  Affairs,  and  or^ 

dered  to  be  printed. 

Ptetentation  qf  a  UatioTtal  I2ag  mads  of  Anur- 
iean  SUk. 

The  BrauxB  Kkewise  laid  before  the  Hons© 
the  following  letter,  which  was  read ;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Spknobb,  of  New  York,  ordered 
to  be  r^arred  to  tbe  Oommittee  on  Agriont 
tore: 

Pbiudxlphu,  3)eeemher  T,  1880. 

Sik:  You  will  receive  with  this  letter  a  rilksn 
flag,  bearing  the  colors  of  the  United  States.  This 
flag  is  made  entirely  of  American  silk,  reeled  from 
tbe  cocoons,  prepared  and  woven  by  Mr.  John 
D'Homergue,  nik  manufacturer.  The  coloring  has 
been  done  by  the  best  artist  be  cotdd  procure  In 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  Umaelf  not  profeadDg 
to  be  a  dyer. 

The  staff  of  this  flac,  with  the  eagle,  meaanres 
about  fifteen  feet;  the  £tg  itself  is  twelve  feet  and 
a  half  long,  and  six  feet  wide.  It  is  woven  all  in 
one  piece,  without  a  seam. 

I  beg.  At,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  this 
flag,  most  respectfully,  in  my  name,  to  the  honor- 
able House  over  which  yon  preside,  as  a  sample  of 
American  industry,  thus  ap^ied,  ibr  the  first  time, 
to  die  most  Tdnable  of  American  productions ;  and 
as  a  result  of  the  efforts  they  have  made  during  the 
last  five  years  for  the  promotion  of  the  important 
branch  of  agrioolture  to  which  we  owe  we  rich 
material  of  which  this  flag  is  composed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect| 
dr.  your  most  olMdient  and  most  bumble  servant, 
PETER  a  DUFOirOEAU. 

Hon.  Amdriw  Stkteksom, 

Bptalur  of  ifu  Sotm  of  Reprttentativtt. 

The  Impeaehment. 

A  mesEULge  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  Hoose  that  they  were  in  their  pub- 
lic chamber,  and  ready  to  proceed  on  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  James  H.  Peck :  and 
that  seats  were  provided  for  the  aocommoda- 
tion  of  the  members  of  the  Hoase. 

Whereo^oni  Mr.  Bnoauun  sabmitted  the 
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following  reaolotion ;  wbidi  was  oanied,  nem. 
em.: 

SMolmL  Tbat  »  mesnn  be  fent  to  the  Senate 
to  bferm  UMm  that  thla  House  have  agreed  to  a. 
replication,  on  tbeir  part,  to  the  answer  and  plea  of 
James  H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the  dii^t  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  ^strict  of  IQasoari,  to  the 
article  of  impeaehment  exhibited  to  the  Benate 
agunst  bim  by  this  Eouaa,  and  have  directed  the 
maiuigers  appointed  to  conduct  the  said  impeach- 
ment to  carry  the  sud  repUcaUon  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  maintain  the  same  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate, 
at  auoh  time  u  dull  be  appdnted  by  the  Senate. 

^  Election  of  Chaplain. 

Kr.  Tatlob  moved  that  the  Hoose  do  now 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a  chq>lain ;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Abobbb,  Whittuesst,  and  Fobwabs 
were  appointed  tellers :  whereupon, 

Vt.  Aboebb  nominated  the  reverend  Kr. 
Post;  Hr.  Fobwabd  nominated  &e  reverend 
}St.  Thomas ;  Ifr.  Whittlbsbt  nondnated  the 
reverend  Mr.  Gnrley ;  and  Mr.  Hvbbabd  nom- 
inated the  reverend  Mr.  PalfVey. 

On  counting  the  first  ballot,  it  8{>peared  that 
180  votes  were  ffiven  in — neoeasary  to  a  ohotoe 
fil ;  oC  which  Mr.  Post  received  68 ;  Mr.  Oor- 
ley,  46;  Mr.  Palirey,  84;  Mr.  Thomas,  12; 
and  there  were  five  blank  votes. 

After  two  other  inefi'ectoal  ballotinga, 

On  the  fourth  boUot  there  were  170  votes — 
necessary  to  a  choice,  66 :  Mr.  Gorlej  received 
91 ;  Mr.  Post,  76 ;  and  there  were  four  scatter- 
ing. 

So  the  reverend  Balph  R.  Gnrley  was  doly 
deoted  Ohaplidn  oa  the  part  of  the  Hmise  of 
Bepreaentattves  for  the  present  sesnon. 

Jb.  JoHBsoiT,  of  Kentncky,  remarked  that 
there  was  a  difference  of  opinion,  at  least  in  bis 

anarter  of  th4  Hoose,  as  to  the  order  which 
tionld  he  taken  in  attending  the  trial  of  Jodge 
Peck,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Some 
were  of  opinion  that  the  House  should  attend 
in  a  body ;  others  thought  that  it  wonld  only 
be  necessary  for  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Hoose  to  attend  during  the  triaL  At  the 
last  aesuon,  siud  Mr.  J.,  the  House  were  in  at- 
tendance ;  and  it  was  thonght  by  many  mem- 
bers that  the  same  course  woold  be  pursued  at 
this  session.  He  wished,  for  his  own  part,  to 
have  a  correct  understanding  of  the  sobject, 
and  he  would  thank  the  Cbsir  to  rive  to  the 
House  his  <^iiUon  as  to  the  course  l£at  should 
be  pnnnied. 

The  Speakbb  stated  that  the  resolutjon  of 
the  House  at  the  last  session  was  confined  to 
its  attendance  before  the  court  of  impeachment 
for  a  single  day.  The  Clerk,  however,  would 
read  the  resolution. 

[The  resolution  having  been  read,  which  was, 
in  effect,  that  the  House  wonld  in  a  body  at- 
tend in  the  Senate  chamber  for  a  certun  day, 
to  support  the  charges  against  Judge  Peck,] 

Mr.  jBuouahah  rose,  and  observ^,  tbat  there 
Kerned  to  be  a  misondetBtanding  nptm  the  sab- 


jeot.    With  the  permission  of  the  House  he 
would  state  the  course  that  had  been  pursued 
by  the  managers.   They  had  examined  all  the 
preoedenta  wmoh  had  occurred  in  Uiis  country, 
to  guide  them  to  a  correct  performance  of  tbeir 
duty.  It  was  aseertained  that,  sinoe  the  ad<^ 
Uon    the  preswt  constitution,  there  bad  been 
three  impeachments,  viz.,  tbose  of  Messni 
Blount  and  Pickering,  and  Judge  Chase.  On 
the  trial  of  tJbe  two  first,  the  Honse  did  not  at- 
tend in  a  body,  but  left  it  to  the  managers  to 
conduct  the  impeachment;  on  the  trial  of 
Judge  Chase  they  did  attend  every  day.  It 
not  Dwig  considered  by  the  managers  of  tlie 
pending  trial  that  any  principle  so  important 
as  to  interrupt  the  legislative  business  of  the 
House  was  involved  in  the  present  case,  they 
had  gone  to  the  Senate  this  day,  as  managers^ 
and  presented  to  that  body  the  rej^kuucn 
agreed  upon  by  the  House.   Mr.  B.  fbrther  re- 
mariced,  that  be  had  consnlted  the  Et^^iah  pr»- 
oedents.  On  the  trial  of  Warren  Hastings,  the 
House  of  Commons  attended  at  the  oommenoe- 
ment  of  the  trial,  but  they  did  not  continue  to 
do  so.  On  the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield, 
they  did  not  attend  until  his  conviction  by  the 
Hoose  of  Lords;  and  then  they  attended  in 
oonseonenoe  of  a  message  having  been  sent 
tbem  by  that  body,  that  they  were  ready  to 
pronounce  judgment  on  the  impeached,  if  the 
House  of  Commons  would  attend  and  demand  IL 
Mr.  B.  would  uot  advocate  the  attendance  or 
non-attWanoe  of  the  Honse  at  the  trial  which 
was  to  take  place.  He  had  Udt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  stiUe  the  course  which  had  been  pur- 
sued on  previous  occasions  of  impeachment, 
and  what  had  been  done  by  the  managers  in 
the  present  case,  and  to  state  that  his  sole  ob- 
ject was  to  do  that  which  wonld  best  please 
the  House.   No  motion  having  been  made  this 
morning  on  the  sobjeot,  the  managers  had  felt 
it  to  be  their  imperative  duty  to  attend  at  the 
bar  of  the  Senate,  and  present  the  replicatioa 
which  had  been  agreed  upon. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  siud,  that  one 
great  olyeot  of  his  risina  Itaid  been  to  obtain 
from  the  maoagers  an  exwoiation  of  the  course 
which  they  had  taken.  Tor  his  part,  he  want- 
ed to  go  on  with  the  public  bosmess.  He  n- 
oolleotod,  howeter,  the  great  debate  in  the 
Senate  at  the  last  session,  and  Uiat  it  was 
nearly  impossible  to  retmn  a  qnorum  of  the 
House ;  if  it  were  probable  such  would  he  the 
case  on  the  present  ooca^on,  and  the  Honae 
should  be  compelled  to  adjourn  from  day  to 
day  for  want  of  a  quorum,  how  much  soever 
he  wished  the  public  buuneas  attended  to,  he 
would  prefer  that  the  House  itself  should  con- 
duct the  impeachment 

Mr.  J.  was  about  to  proceed,  when  the 
Speaker  reminded  him  tiiat  there  was  no  prop- 
osition before  the  House,  and  suggested  the 
propriety  of  his  submitting  a  resolution  on  Utu 
subject. 

Mr.  J.  deeliniiu  to  make  any  distintit  motion 
at  iJiis  time,  the  House  adjourned. 
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TimuT,  December  14. 
Smidaff  MmU, 

A  memorial  was  presented  by  Kr.  Ooux-nm, 
on  the  subject  of  Simdajr  maila — recommending 
tbat  tibe  midl  shonld  be  disccMatinned  on  the 
■abbath.  On  its  presentation,  he  moved  ite 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office. 

Hr.  JoHMSos,  of  Kj-y  olyeoted  to  g^viitg  the 
petition  tiie  direetion  moved  li^^  the  gentlanu 
vbo  preaented  it. 

He  obaenred,  that  if  tiie  mtfibion  of  tilw  peti- 
tion had  an  adTooate  or  advocates  on  thie  floor, 
he  was  peifeoUy  willing  that  the  report  for- 
merly made  br  the  Post  Office  Committee  on 
tlie  genend  snqiect  Bhoold  at  any  time  be  called 
np.  Let  the  Hoose  hear  what  gentlemen  had 
to  Bay  on  a  mbjeet  which  he  had  always 
thought,  and  wonid  now  eay,  ought  never  to 
have  beian  brought  into  the  Hall  of  Ckjngreaa. 
He  was  dedroas  to  hear  what  could  be  s^d  in 
favor  of  Congress  interfering  with  relimoos 
MHu4derat3ona.  The  committee  had  acted  on 
&e  snl^ect,  and  it  would  not  do  ao  again,  unless 
cmipeUed  to  do  ao  by  an  rapreas  order  tsi  the 
House.  He  hoped  geatl«nan  ttom  Fenn- 
aylvnia  Qb.  Ooultu)  would  acqniesoe  in  the 
motion  whkih  he  would  now  nuke,  that  the 
petition  be  laid  npoa  the  table,  or,  rather,  that 
it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
ihe  state  of  the  Union ;  and  he  made  that  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  OotTLTEB  sud  that  he  felt  very  indiffer- 
mt  what  direction  should  be  given  to  the  peti> 
tion.  He  had  always  considered  it  proper, 
when  the  House  was  addressed  in  a  decorous 
maimer,  on  any  subject  proper  for  le^slation, 
to  give  tbe  petition  &  respectful  consideration. 
In  the  present  case,  as  the  course  indicated  by 
the  CSudnnan  of  t^e  Post  Office  Comnuttee 
was  lik^y  to  effect  the  very  object  which  the 
petitioners  had  in  view,  viz.,  to  have  the  sub- 
jeet  discussed,  and  obtain  some  action  of  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  it,  he  was  entirely  willing 
it  shonld  be  adopted.  He  had  made  a  different 
motion,  only  out  of  the  courtesy  which  he  sup- 
posed dae  to  the  Post  Office  Committee,  and  in 
compliance  with  tiie  cttatom  of  the  House.  He 
had  no  doubt  tiiat  the  hono^ble  Chairman  of 
the  Post  Office  Committee  was  both  competent 
and  willing  to  meet  the  discussion,  which  it 
was  the  olgect  of  tiie  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
to  invite.  If  they  had  an  advocate  in  the 
House,  that  advocate  would  doubtiees  avail 
faimaelf  of  the  privily  of  debating  the  ques- 
^n  witlioat  being  specially  invited  so  to  do  by 
any  one.  Hr.  0.  said  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  avow  himself  as  their  charapicm,  as  he  did 
not  feel  himself  pledged  to  any  particular 
course  In  the  matter ;  he  should  endeavor  on 
this,  as  on  other  occasions,  to  do  what  he  oon- 
sidered  his  duty  to  bis  constituents  demanded. 
If  that  duty  led  him  to  advocate  the  cause  of 
these  petitioners,  he  should  be  ready,  in  so 
doiog,  to  meet  even  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky. 


Hx.  JoHHSON  again  rose,  but  the  Speaker 
suggesting  that  there  was  no  proportion  o^bre 
tho  House,  the  petition  was  re&md  to  the 
Committee  of  tiie  Whole  on  the  state  oi  th« 
Union,  by  the  acquiescence  of  the  mover. 

Mr.  Hatnsb  moved  the  reference  of  a  peti- 
tion  to  another  conmiittee:  whidi  was  assent- 
ted  tow 


Tbubbdat,  December  U. 
OoMrnmua  Une  Oak  Plantatiom^Peneniefk 

The  foUowing  resolution,  yesterday  sulnnit- 
ted  by  Kr.-Wmifc,  of  Florida,  was  taken  up: 

Rudvtik,  That  the  Seerstar^  of  the  Navy  be 
directed  to  commnnicate  to  this  House  cojMS  (tf 
the  correspoodence  of  the  auperinteni^at,  and  re- 
p4»ts  of  the  overseer  of  the  lire  oak  idantations  near 
the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola.  ' 

lb.  SraoBT  ofliued  the  following  aumd^ 
ment: 

"  And  that  he  be  Atrther  directed  to  communicate 
to  this  Honse  copies  of  all  correspondence,  contracts, 
deeds,  or  other  pspers,  connected  with  the  purchase 
of  live  oak  lan4&  in  Florida,  in  the  posaeEnon  of^  or 
within  the  control  of  Uie  Navy  Department;  the 
quantity  purchased;  the  peraons  from  whom  the 
purchases  were  made ;  the  prices  i^vea;  to  whom 
paid,  when  paid,  and  on  what  aoAorUy ;  together 
with  aU  other  information  ten^ng  to  chow  the 
value  of  such  lands  at  the  time  of  the  pwxihase,  as 
well  as  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  live  oak  tinip 
ber  on  each  tract,  fit  for  nsTsl  pnrpoieB.'' 

Ibr.  Whrk,  of  Florida,  said  be  did  not  ob- 
ject to  the  amendment  prt^HMed  by  the  gentle- 
man fhjm  North  Carolina,  and  would  a<^pt  it 

as  a  modification  of  his  resolntion,  althoo^  all 
the  information  called  for  by  it'had  at  the  last 
session  been  communicated  to  Congress.  The, 
otdect  he  bad  in  view  was  a  simple  one,  and 
related  to  a  subject  of  more  importance  than 
might  at  first  be  imagined.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  in  his  r^rt  to  the  President,  and 
by  him  eommunicatiad  to  Congress,  h<dd8  the 
following  language : 

"  Further  efibrts  have  been  made  for  the  execu- 
tion of  this  act,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  preserra- 
tion  of  the  Ure  oak  growing  on  the  coasts  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Oolf  of  Uexico. 

**  By  the  fbortb  section  of  this  act,  the  Freddent 
Is  antfaorixed  to  provide  for  the  preservation  ^  tUs 
timber;  but  it  seems  to  have  beei^  intended  that 
the  power  shonld  t>e  BmHed  to  that  object.  An 
interpretaUoo  of  the  law  has  heretofore  been  enter- 
tained,  extending  this  power  not  only  to  the  plant- 
ing of  the  acorns,  and  the  cultivation  of  plantations 
of  young  trees,  but  to  the  purchase  from  Individuals 
of  lands  producing  them.  The  paper  accompanying 
Uiis,  marked  D,  shows  the  amount  which  has  been 
expended  on  these  plantaUons,  and  the  sums  which 
have  been  paid  to  individuals  for  the  purchase  of 
tracts  of  such  land. 

"  When  it  is  conridered  tlut  this  timber  Is  the 
natural  product  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States, 
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from  the  St.  VxrfK  to  tbe  Bnbine ;  that  the  greater 
part  of  this  belonn  to  the  United  States,  and  is  pro- 
posed to  Tm  retoJiied  witb  a  rieir  to  pnwning  a 
BoppI;  of  this  importaDt  material  ftv  ths  narj,  it 
can  scarcely  be  necetsary  for  tiie  prenirt  to  «Bgage 
in  its  artifidal  propagation  or  culture. 

"  Under  an  imprei^on  that  this  eystem  ia  neither 
expe^nt,  nor  in  conformity  to  the  iotentiona 
the  act,  an  order  has  l>een  given  to  dtscontjoue  the 
works  after  the  exi»ration  of  tbe  present  year. 

"  But  the  preienr^n  of  tlUa  timber  is  an  ot^eot 
of  great  importance,  and  should  be  proaecnted  viUi 
u  actiTe  and  underiating  parpoae." 

He  has  exhibited  in  this  report  the  expenses 
of  a  pnblio  work  recommended  by  his  prede- 
cessor, upon  the  concnrronce  of  tbe  most  ex- 
perienced naval  officers,  and  sanctioned  by 
Con^^ress,  and  has  aononnoed  his  determination 
to  ducondone  it  at  the  end  of  this  year.  The 
enmises  to  which  the  GoTemment  have  been 
saqjected,  are  only  disclosed  hj  him.  Hie  ex- 
tent, prosres&  and  benefit  of  the  work  is  not 
presented,  and  can  only  be  understood  by  hav- 
ing copies  of  the  papers  called  for  in  the  resolu- 
tion he  had  the  honor  to  aabmtt.  To  form  a 
Jost  idea  of  any  pnbUo  improf  emenL  the  ad- 
vantages as  well  as  expenses  should  be  ex- 
hibited tcr  those  who  are  to  decide  whether  the 
policy  of  the  country  requires  its  continuance. 

From  a  perosal  of  the  report  of  tlie  Secretary 
of  the  Kavy,  one  would  be  led  to  brieve  that 
an  onanthorized  interpretation  had  been  put  by 
bis  predeoesaor  upon  the  third  (erroneously 
called  foorth)  section  (tf  the  act  fin  the  gradual 
improvement  of  the  navy.  It  had  fallen  to  his 
lot  to  know  something  abont  t^is  snttjeot, 
which,  as  it  had  not  been  disclosed  in  the  re- 
port, ou^t  now  to  be  stated  here. 

Tbe  subject  of  forming  plantaUons  of  live  oak 
for  tlie  fatore*  supply  of  that  valuable  timber 
for  the  navy,  was  first  introduced  by  a  resolu- 
tion in  this  Hoase,  on  the  12tb  of  January, 
1827.  By  that  resolution,  tbe  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  forming  plantations  for  rear- 
ing live  oak  for  the  future  supply  of  the  navy. 
It  passed  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote ;  and  it 
was  then  distincUy  anooonced  that  tbe  timber 
was  so  rapidly  disappeariiift  that,  unless  artifl- 
dal  propa^ion  and  culture  were  resorted  to, 
there  wooid  not  be  a  sufficient  quantity  in  a 
few  yeuB  tor  naral  purposes. 

It  never  was  conceived  that  the  act  for  the 
gradual  improvement  of  the  navy  conferred 
power  to  make  purchases  of  land.  No  such 
"  interpretation  was  ever  entertained,"  and  no 
each  power  claimed  or  exercised.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  was  believed  that  the  Executive  had 
no  such  authority ;  and  as  it  was  considered 
that  the  pnblio  interest  would  be  promoted  by 
the  parohase  of  a  few  individual  claims,  to  com- 
plete a  proposed  reaervation  of  the  public  land 
near  a  navy  yard,  a  specifio  appropriation  was 
made  in  the  bill  makuig  approiHiatlon  for  tbe 
navy  in  1828,  and  will  be  fonnd  in  the  third 
Motion  of  that  bill  as  fidlowa : 


itfurihtr  tnaeted,  That  there  be,  and  is  he^^ 
by,  api»Di»iated  for  the  purchase  of  such  lands  u 
the  President  of  the  United  States  may  think  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  nrovide  Hve  oak  and  other  tim- 
ber fm  tbe  oae  <rf'  the  navy  of  the  United  ^tate^a 
aoBi  not  wweifag  tea  thouaud  didlan^*'  Ae. 

This  Is  the  mthoiiW^  nnder  whicii  Um  por^ 
ohases  were  made,  and  not  the  fonrth  seetaea 
of  the  aet  ftv  the  gradoal  hnproTemettt  of  the 
naTT. 

The  d^eet  of  this  proTinm  was  distiitctly 
explained  in  a  commnmication  to  tibe  Oommit- 
tee  on  Naval  Affairs  in  the  Braato  and  House 
of  BepresentatiTes,  and  by  them  to  the  respec- 
tive branches  of  Congress  to  which  they  be- 
longed. It  was  proposed  by  the  Prendent  to 
make  a  reservation  of  the  peninsula  formed  by 
Pmsac<da  Bay  and  8t  Rosa^s  Somid,  near  to  the 
navy  yard,  for  the  live  oak  then  npon  it,  and 
to  make  an  experiment  of,  or  its  fbroier  propa- 
gation by,  artifldal  coltnra.  llie  ri£natioB 
was  polii^w  the  best  In  the  Vnited  States.  31i« 
promontory  between  these  two  bodies  of  salt 
water,  from  its  peculiar  position  and  idmost  in- 
sular form,  presented  advantages  which  were 
not  offered  on  any  other  part  of  thatcoast^  At 
the  distance  of  eighteen  or  tWMity  miles  np  the 
sound,  the  waters  approached  wftiiSn  half  a 
mile,  which  afforded  an  opportonity  of  Itteping 
ont,  with  little  oare  and  expense,  the  fires  wbick 
are  so  destructive  to  the  young  trees.  Then 
were  within  this  boundary  a  few  individual 
claims  to  be  extinguished,  to  give  the  United 
States  exoln^ve  jurisdietira  and  ponesrion  of 
tibe  land.  The  oontigai^  of  this  land,  too,  to 
the  navy  yard,  rendered  it  aceessible  ^  att 
times  to  the  omoers,  and  snlject  to  thnrsap^ 
intendence.  A  plan  was  made  at  tiie  General 
Land  Office,  the  price  to  be  paid  stipolated,  tiie 
Edtnation  well  understood,  and  the  intention  of 
the  Government  made  known,  and,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  all  these  facts,  Congress  made  the 
appropriation.  This  took  place  in  tiiat  year, 
when  a  miyorih'  of  both  committees,  and  of 
both  Houses  of  Oongress,  were  opposed  to  the 
Administration,  so  that  there  was  no  orerel min- 
ed construction,  no  absurd  and  arbitrary  inter- 
pretation, to  make  these  purchases.  If  tbe  ^ 
tack  is  intended  to  be  made  upon  tbe  pdiey  fii 
the  measure  it  is  impugning  the  dcdsirai  irf 
Congress.  The  Secretary  has  also  stated  that 
live  oak  is  the  "  natural  product "  of  tb^  whole 
coast  from  St.  Mary's  to  the  Sabine.  This  is 
assumed  as  tbe  ground  for  abandoning  the 
policy  adojpted  by  Congress,  and  continued  by 
this  AdministraticHi  from  the  4th  of  March,  182ft, 
up  to  this  tune.  I  regret  that  I  am  under  the 
necessity  of  differing  from  the  Secretary  so 
widely  in  this  statement  If  the  honorable 
Secretary  liad  referred  to  the  respectable  navri 
officers  in  the  other  end  of  the  buildings  they 
would  have  told  him,  from  iufortnation  acquired 
from  an  intimate  personal  acquaintance  with 
that  coast,  that  the  live  oak  ia  AwDd  vftntAj 
scattered  at  most  ranote  diatanoe^  and  in  sm^ 
bodies.  If  artifldalcoltare  ia  not  noMlBd  to^ 
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and  the  fires  kept  out  of  the  reaerratuMU.  Uiere 
will  not  he  enough  in  fifty  jean  to  biuld  a 
West  India  squadron. 

As  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  the  teni- 
tory  in  which  this  establishment  ia  located,  X 
desire  to  have  the  snt^ect  fiurlf  plaoed  before 
Congress,  and  let  them  deolae  whether  the 
pnbuo  interest  will  not  be  prcmioted  by  the 
eontiniunoe  of  the  experiment.  The  reports 
will  show  that  there  are  70,000  live  oak  trees 
upon  tin  land  porobasedf  which,  in  half  a  cen- 
tury, or  even  a  quarter,  will  be  worth  ten  times 
the  amoant  ever  expended  upon  them. 

Mr.  WaiTi  having  acewted  the  ammdment 
of  Mr.  Srataai  aa  a  modinoaUon  ci  his  reaola- 
tion, 

Mr.  HovnuN  moved  farther  to  amend  it,  hj 
adding  the  following : 

"  Asd  all  other  informatioo  !n  the  power  of  the 
department  to  gire,  relative  to  a  production  and 
proTidiog  a  supply  of  live  oak,  and  the  measurea 
taken  respecting  the  growing  Uiereof,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  aaeh  measorcs.*' 

Mr.  HoFFHAH,  on  offeriog  this  amendment, 
said,  that  the  Botyectof  this  resolntioo was  now 
before  the  Oommittee  on  Naval  Affairs,  in 
coDseqaeoce  of  a  reference  to  that  committee 
of  a  part  of  the  annual  Message  of  the  Presi- 
Aeat,  His  object  in  moving  this  amendment 
was  to  enlarge  the  proposed  call,  so  as  tQ  em- 
brace all  the  infonnation  on  the  sabject  which 
it  was  in  thepower  of  the  department  to  com- 
municate. He  was  not  aware,  he  said,  whether 
Congress  had,  or  had  not,  in  any  way  sanction- 
ed the  policy  of  planting.  Be  did  not  rise  to 
express  any  opinion  on  that  question  at  present, 
but  only  desired  to  have  all  the  ioformation 
which  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it. 

Mr.  Whits  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WicxuFPB,  of  Kentuckjr,  proposed  an 
amendment,  to  include  also  an  mquiry  into  the 
measures  fuopted  for  the  '*  preservation "  of 
the  live  o^  timber.  He  wanted  to  get  at  in- 
formatum  on  this  subject  He  understood  that 
tiiere  had  been  a  corps  of  overaeers  employed 
about  that  bosiness  for  the  last  and  several  pre- 
ceding years.  He  wished  to  know,  from  au- 
thority, what  they  were  abont. 

Mr.  White  accepted  also  this  amendment. 

The  resolution,  as  thus  amended,  was  agreed 
tOf  nem,  OM.* 


HoNDAT,  December  20. 

Itr.  HomuN  bened  permladon  to  tre^ttss 
for  a  moment  npon  the  time  of  the  House.  It 
woold  be  recollected  that  to-day  was  fixed  npon 
for  proceeding  in  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  in 
the  case  of  that  individual's  impeachment  be- 


*U  to  MW  tUrtj  jmn  iIiim  tUa  Un  oak  oalltfa- 
ttOB  poUv  ao— ao»Ji  Mii  It  would  bo  laitniMln  to 
taira  bow  aUHh  baa  beta  oaptBdod  In  pusntt  of  this  poUof, 


fore  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  It  wask 
in  his  opinion,  advisable  that  the  House  should 
attend,  even  if  only  in  the  first  instance  to  pros- 
ecute the  case  before  the  Senate;  and,  with 
this  view,  he  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Retolwd,  That  this  House  will,  itom  time  to  time, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  at- 
tend  in  the  chamber  of  the  Senate  on  the  trial  of 
the  Impeachment  agunst  James  H.  Feck,  a  Judge 
of  the  United  States  district  court  fbr  the  district 
of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Hoffman  said,  in  support  of  his  resolu- 
tion, that  it  was  not  dictated  by  any  spirit  of 
idle  curiosity  to  witness  the  proceedings  in  the 
Senate  ohunber  on  so  sdemn  and  interesting  an 
occasion,  but  from  an  anxiety  to  ascertain  the 
principle  npon  which  soeh  an  imputant  mat- 
ter was  to  be  oondncted,  ia  order  that  the 
presence  of  the  House,  before  the  highest  tri- 
bunal In  the  Union,  might  give  effect  to  a  oase 
which  would  be  a  subject  of  (usoussion  throughout 
the  country,  and  which  would  form  part  m  onr 
public  history.  The  trial  of  an  impeachment 
was  a  proceeding  of  a  grave  nature;  it  was 
never  instituted  but  for  the  purpose  of  punish- 
ing those  offences  which  the  ordinary  laws 
could  not  reach ;  and  as  such,  it  was,  perhaps, 
better  that  it  should  be  attended  with  all  the 
solemnity  possible ;  besides,  such  would  be  the 
interest  manifbsted  to  witaess  its  prosreai. 
that  it  was  donbtlid  to  him  whether  they  noon 
be  able  to  obtain  a  quorum  in  that  House  daring 
the  time  that  tiie  proceedings  npon  It  vrere  car- 
rying on  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DwiGHT  said  he  concurred  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Hoffman)  la  the 
propriety  of  the  House  attending  during  the 
trial ;  but  this  refiolntion  seemed  to  imply  the 
necessity  of  its  continual  attendance.  He  was 
desirous  the  House  should  meet  at  eleven 
o'clock,  in  order  to  ^Te  the  Hotue  one  hour 
ibr  their  own  buuness. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  WioKUvn 
and  BnoHAHAN,  who  stated  that  the  Senate 
were  wuting  for  the  appearanoe  ftf  the  man- 
agers, and  the  propositaon  of  an  aznendment  to 
the  resolution  by  Mr,  Dwioht,  which  was  sub- 
sequently negatived, 

Mr.  Pole  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 
inserting  "  this  day,"  instead  of  "  from  time  to 
time ;  "  and  this  was  accepted  by  the  mover  as 
a  modification,  as  this  would  give  the  House  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  question  of  its 
continual  attendance,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pettis  objected  to  the  attendance  of  the 
House  in  the  Senate  chamber,  which  he  con- 
ceived to  be  entirely  unneoesaary.  There  were 
two  or  three  hnndred  bills  aireadj  <m  their 
table,  which  it  would,  he  though^  be  better  to 
dispcMe  o^  with  the  utmost  pron^ititnde.  As 
to  not  having  a  qnomm  present  for  ihe  despatdi 
of  the  public  business,  snonld  such  be  tiie  case, 
it  wonld  be  easy  to  try  the  effect  of  a  cidl  oi 
the  House.  Upon  the  qoesUon  of  the  adoption 
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of  the  resoliriion,  he  ahonld  call  for  the  yeas  and 
hqjb. 

JSt.  DoDDBnws  moved  to  laj  the  reeolation 
upon  the  table.  Negatived. 

The  resolution  of  Ifr.  Hoffman  was  then 
carried;  and, 

On  motion  of  l£r.  "Wioxliffi,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  ^ole, 
Ur.  Dbatton  in  the  chair,  and  repaired  in  pro- 
cession, accompanied  hy  their  officers,  to  the 
Senate  chamber,  where,  having  been  seated,  the 
impeachment  was  proceeded  in. 

The  Representativea,  after  some  time,  having 
Tetnmed  to  their  own  hall,  in  like  order,  and 

Hr.  Button  having  r^rted,  on  motion  of 

}Cr.  Whutleset,  it  was  resolved,  that  when 
the  Honae  a^oamed,  it  should  a^oom  till 
eleven  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tintu>AT,  December  31. 
Sili  Mani^aeture. 
3fr.  Spktozr,  from  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, to  which  was  referred  the  letter  of  P. 
S.  Dnponcean,  presenting  to  the  House  a  flag  of 
American  silk  and  mana£iictQre,jaaade  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

**  The  Committee  on  Agriculture,  to  which  was 
referred  the  letter  of  Peter  S.  Daponceau,  to  the 
^leaker  of  the  House,  annousdng  his  presentation 
to  the  House  of  a  silken  flag,  beuiDg  the  colors  of 
the  United  States,  nude  of  Amerieu  sitk,  teeled 
iVom  cocoons,  and  prepared  and  woven  by  John 
D'Home^ne,  rilk  manuftctnrer  the  eotare  process 
in  the  maaufkcture,  of  the  same  haring  been  per* 
ilniDed  in  the  cit;  of  Fhiladelpbia,  report: 

*'  That  they  consider  this  specimen  of  American 
Indiutry,  applied  for  the  first  time  to  the  pro- 
duction of  a  ftbrio  in  such  general  'use  in  the 
United  States,  in  the  purchase  of  which.  In  foreign 
conntries,  several  millions  of  dollars  are  annuaD; 
drawn  from  this  country,  as  highly  an^Ieious  to 
the  agriculture  and  arts  of  the  United  Suites ;  and 
that  Mr,  Dnponceau,  for  his  patriotic  exertions  in 
promoting  the  culture  of  and  in  his  efibrts  to 
exdte  the  attention  of  the  ftofia  of  the  United 
Btataa  to  that  hnpoitaut  branch  of  hidnatry,  de- 
•ervM  the  oonunendation  of  his  country.  The  com- 
mittee have  received  a  communication  fh>m  Ur. 
Suponcean,  detailing  various  imporUnt  iacts  and 
remarJu  la  reference  to  the  bill  entitled  *  An  act  for 
promoting  the  growth  and  manu&cture  of  ulk,' 
which  they  have  af^nded  to  this  report  for  the 
information  of  the  House;  and  the  committee  re- 
port a  resolution,  and  recommend  its  adoption  by 
the  House. 

*'  JUtolved,  That  the  fiag,  bearing  the  colors  of 
the  United  States,  presentMl  to  this  House  by  Peter 
S.  Duponceau,  of  Phtbdelphia,  made  of  American 
rilk,  and  prepared  and  woven  by  John  D'Bomergue, 
^  manu&cturer  In  the  city  I^Uadelphia,  be  ac- 
cepted by  this  House,  and  that  It  be  displayed, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Weaker,  in  some  con- 
spicuous part  of  the  haU  of  dtdogs  of  tins  House." 

Hr.  Aletandbb  moved  that  the  report  and 
letter  therein  referred  to,  lie  on  the  tabl^  and 
be  printed. 


[Dbgexbeb,  1880. 

ISt.  WHrrTLESXT  caDed  for  a  dlTiaioB  of  the 
question ;  and  the  qneetion  being  put  to  lay  the 
report,  fto.,  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the 
nMnative — ^yeas  4B,  naya  74. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  aAop&cn  itf 
the  resolution  submitted  by  the  committee,  and 
it  was  determined  in  the  afDrmattve. 

Bubseqnentljr,  the  report  and  letters  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Th$  Impeaehmmt, 

Hr.  StobbSj  of  New  York,  rose  to  ask,  for  his 
own  information,  whether  it  was  expected  that 
the  managers,  in  tiie  aheenoe  of  ti»  Boim, 
were  to  conduct  the  trisl  of  the  impeaehamt 
^B^nst  Judge  Peck.  Tl«  hour  fbr  tin  trial  had 
now  arrived,  and  it  was  neeessaiy  fbr  the 
House  to  take  some  order  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hoffman  hoped  that  the  same  coone 
would  be  pursued  by  the  Eonse  to^y,  as  was 
taken  by  it  yesterday ;  and  he  according]^  sub- 
mitted, for  the  ooneiddration  of  ib»  Hovae^  the 
same  resolution  tiiat  was  yesterday  adopted  hy 
the  House. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Stbonq,  the  Honae  agreed 
to  meet  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hoffman,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  th«  Vhole, 
Hr.  OAMBSKLENa  in  the  chair ;  and. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Tatlob,  the  Bonse,  bb  a 
committee,  proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamber, 
ftirther  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
against  Judge  Peck ;  and,  after  about  two  hours 
and  a  half  spent  therein,  the  committee  return- 
ed to  the  ban,  and  the  Bpeak»  roanmed  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Cambsilsso,  from  the  sud  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  reported  that  the  committee  bad, 
according  to  order,  agun  attended  the  trial  of 
the  said  impeachment  in  the  Senate,  and  that 
the  court  had  adjourned  tiH  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock. 


Wkdnxsdat,  December  23. 
TTie  lo^peaekmmt, 
Mr.  DwiOHT  submitted  a  restdntioo,  in  snb- 
stanoe,  requiring  the  House  to  meet  each  day 
at  eleven  o'clock  dnring  the  trial  of  the  uu- 
peachment  of  Judge  Peck ;  and  that  at  tirelve 
o'clock  it  would  resolve  its^  into  a  Cononittee 
of  the  Whole,  and  proceed  to  theSenatelbr  the 
puiposd  of  attending  the  trial. 

Mr.  Wfim,  of  New  York,  called  for  tha  yeas 
and  nays  oa  the  adoption  of  the  reacAntioD,  and 
they  were  ordered  by  t^e  Home. 

Mr.  Fnna  opposed  the  resolution.  He  said 
that  a  resolution  was  offered  at  the  last  session 
of  the  House  to  attend  on  the  trial,  bat  tlie 
House  only  attended  one  day.  When  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Hoffna:!) 
offered  hii  resolution  on  Monday,  there  was  no 
time  for  discussion.  Yesterday,  the  Hoose 
pursued  the  same  course  as  on  Monday.  He 
hoped  tha  resoliitlni  woold  b«  r^eobt^  if  Isr 
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no  other  reason  than  that  the  proceeding  was 
wht^y  Tinnecessarj.  If  the  Hoaae  had  do  husi- 
nees  before  them,  gentiomen  might  indulge  their 
cnrioaitjr  in  attending  the  triu  in  the  Senate. 
Woe  himself,  he  had  no  snoh  curioeity.  There 
was  a  great  namber  of  bills  on  the  docket, 
'which  required  the  action  of  the  Honse ;  it  was 
a  diort  aeedon  ;  and,  if  the  Hoaae  attended 
ereiT  day  In  the  Senate  dnring  the  trial,  there 
would  be  little  or  nothing  else  done.  He 
tltonght  the  Intereet  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  generally  shoold  be  taken  into  consider- 
ation ;  the  House  had  appointed  able  managers 
to  conduct  the  impeachment ;  and  these  man- 
ners had  declared  that  it  was  not  necessary  for 
the  House  to  attend.  Why  should  we  go? 
asked  Mr.  P.  "Why  neglect  the  public  badness 
to  gratify  our  own  coriosity  t  Mr.  P.  conclud- 
ed by  ex^ffessing  the  hope  that  the  House  would 
not  be  compelled  to  go  to  the  Senate  in  a  body. 

Mr.  DwiMT  said  that  the  gentleman  who  had 
jnst  taken  his  seat,  had  remarked  that,  in  at- 
tODc&ag  the  trial  tit  the  impeachment,  genUe- 
men  wished  to  indulge  their  own  cunosity. 
Let  me  a^k,  sud  lb.  D.,  if  the  Bepresentatives 
of  the  nation  have  not  a  higher  motive  for 
doing  sof  Were  not  tiie  Honse  bound  to  at- 
tend in  the  (uJfllment  of  thear  constitutional 
fimctioos  I  ILc,  D.  apprehended  that  the  pub- 
lic business  might  be  attended  to^  and  yet  the 
House  be  able  to  attend  on  the  tnal. 
After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  PEiTia, 
Mr.  Clat  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  DwieBT,  by  inserting  the  words  "  until 
otherwise  ordered ; "  so  that  the  Hoose  should 
at  any  time  have  ue  power  to  rescind  the  reso- 
Intitm. 

Mr.  D  WIGHT  accepted  the  amendment  as  a 
modifioadoa  <^  his  resolution. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDos  preferred  the  resolntton 
originally  offered  by  Mr.  HomiAu  on  Monday 
last,  and  moved  its  consideration  as  a  substitute 
for  that  this  day  offered  by  Mr.  Dwioht, 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  DooDUDaK, 
HorriuK,  and  Siboho^  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  DsATTOH  then  taioved  an  amendment; 
vbioh  he  supported  in  a  few  words :  when 

Mr.  HATna,  believing  that  the  opmion  of 
the  membera  was  made  up  on  the  subject, 
called  for  the  previous  qnestum.  The  call  was 
natained  hj  the  Hoose— yeas  90. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  in  the 
following  words,  viz. :  '*  shall  the  main  question 
be  now  pott  "  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  main  question  being  then  put,  viz.,  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  <meied  by  Mr, 
Dwioht,  it  was  de(Med  in  the  negative— yeas 
84,  nays  87. 

So  the  Bouse  decided  to  leave  to  the  man- 
agers the  oondooting  of  the  unpeachment  agiunst 
Judge  Peck.  * 

The  bill  to  establish  certfun  post  roads,  and 
to  diaoo&tinne  others  coming  np  as  the  order 
of  the  d^,  it  was.  on  motion  dxc.  Danui.  in 
«ou6q»ii06  ot  the  nooBwary  abaenoe-  of  lix. 


[H.  or  B. 

WioKLiFFB,  who  offered  a  proviso  to  it  on 
Friday  last^  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Maqib  in  the  chair,  and  took  up 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bernard  Kelly,  of  Geor- 
gia. The  report  of  the  committee  and  the  evi- 
dence in  the  case  were  read.  The  bill  was 
BiimK>rted  by  Mr.  Thompsoh  and  Mr.  Fobts^ 
of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  JoHmoT,  of  Kentucky,  and 
oppoaed  by  Mr.  WhixtU8kt  and  Mr.  SrauaKEa ; 
the  latter  of  whom  moved  to  strike  ont  the 
enactang  olanse  of  the  bill. 

The  moUon  was  negatived ;  whereupon,  the 
committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
Honse  without  amendment. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
fbr  ft  third  reading,  by  yeas  and  n^ya— yeas  71, 
naya  49. 


TmnsDAT,  December  38. 
Jfavif  Tardi. 

The  fi^owing  resolution,  yesterday  sabndt- 
ted  by  Mr.  Pusoa,  was  taken  op  tor  oonrid- 
eration: 

"  JXttolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  yavy  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House  the  annual  sum 
necessary  to  m^ntaln  a  navy  yard  for  bnilding  and 
equipping  of  ships  vith  despoteb,  under  the  present 
navy  regnl&tiona,  with  the  probable  annu^  amount 
of  deterioration  of  boildinga,  and  interest  of  the 
money  disbursed  in  the  erection  of  buildings  neces- 
sary for  a  navy  yard." 

Mr.  HoFFsus  (Ohairman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee) said  be  should  like  to  bear  some  reap 
sons  olfored  for  the  adoption  d  the  resolntlon. 

Mr.  Pi^BOK  replied  that  he  would  grati^ 
the'gentlemaa.  He  assured  him  that  he  had 
not  acted  unadvisedly  in  sabmitting  the  mo- 
tion; for  he  had  taken  the  pains  to  consult 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  it  was  of- 
fered with  his  approbation.  The  subject  had 
been  brought  before  Congress  at  the  last  ses- 
sion; the  number  of  navy  yards  was  thra 
stated  to  be  too  great ;  and  it  was  manifest 
that  if  there  were  more  navy  yards  than  was 
necessary  for  the  publio  Interest,  that  the  ex- 
pense to  the  nation  of  mpporting  them  was 
greater  than  it  need  be.  He  buieved  that 
Uie  expense  of  maintaiidng  the  several  yorda 
amounted  to  $800,000  ann^y.  The  object  (tf 
the  resolution  was  to  obttUn  such  information 
as  would  enable  the  Honse  to  aot  nnderstwd- 
ingly  when  the  matter  should  be  brought  he- 
fore  it 

Mr.  Hornet  stated  that,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  al- 
ready had  the  snbjeet  before  them;  and  he 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  would 
consent  that  the  resolntaon  should  lie  on  the 
table  until  he,  Mr.  H.,  eonld  confer  with  the 
committee.  He  thought  it  probable  he  should 
be  able  to  do  so  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FuBOK  remarked  that  he  bad  no  great 
ol^eetion  to  the  resolation  lybig  on  the  table 
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for  a  day  or  two :  but  ti»  Hooae  would  reool- 
leot  that  this  woald  be  a  abort  iesrion,  and  that 
the  information  was  waotod  for  Uie  aotloiL  <^ 
Ibe  HaoM.  Oerl»iiit[  no  dkreapeot  was  in- 
tended towards  tbe  Uommittee  on  Navil  Af- 
&in ;  and  he  trnstod  that^e  ^tleman  would 
agree  to  the  referenoe  at  this  tune. 

Ur.  HoFiniAir  said  that  the  informaUon  now 
Roogbt  ooold  be  obtained  throogh  the  Gommib- 
tee  on  Naval  Affiurs.  He  thought  tbe  adopticm 
of  the  Besolntion  whcdly  nnneceesary,  and 
would  oonclade  bj  moving  that  il  Ue  on  tbe 
table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  ta 

7%»  Iwpeaehment. 
Hr.  Hathsi  submitted  the  following  resola- 
tlon:  • 

Smlved,  That,  during  iho  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment  now  pending  before  the  Senate,  ttila  House 
w&l  meet  duly  at  the  honr  of  eleven  o'clock  in  tbe 
forenoon ;  and  that,  fiwm  day  to  day,  it  viU  resfrire 
itself  into  a  Committee  <tf  tbe  Whide,  and  attend 
Bud  trial  daring  the  continuanoe  therei^  and  antil 
the  conclusioB  of  the  same. 

In  sujwort  of  this  motion, 

Ur.  Uatnes  said,  whatever  difference  of 
opinion  there  might  have  been  on  this  subject 
before,  the  procwdings  of  yesterday  must  con- 
vince every  gentleman  of  the  expediency  of 
tbe  course  now  proposed.  Whilst  tbe  House 
yesterday  found  itself  without  a  quorum,  he 
saw  that  among  the  abseutees  were  gentlemen 
who  had  voted  against  the  proportion  for  at- 
tending the  court  of  impeachment.  He  meant 
Dot  to  charge  any  members  with  impropriety 
on  this  account,  bot  mentioned  the  fact  to  show 
the  expediency  and  propriety  of  .passing  this 
resolution.  It  appeared  to  him,  indeed^to  be 
a  singular  proceeding,  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
that  when  the  only  precedent  in  existence  was 
in  &vor  of  the  course  pn^ioeed  in  the  resolu- 
tion now  under  consideration,  .the  Hoose  should 
have  refoBed  to  adopt  it.  Oould  it  be  pretend- 
ed that  there  was  any  difference  in  the  magni- 
tude of  the  present  case  and  the  former  case  al 
impeachment,  which  justified  different  forms  d 
proceeding  in  the  two  cases?  He  presumed 
not.  The  same  personal  liberty,  and  the  same 
inalienable  rights,  guaranteed  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  our  country,  were  involved  in  this  case 
as  in  that  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Chase. 
'Without  going  unnecessarily  into  the  merits  of 
the  case,  or  consuming  one  moment  of  the  time 
of  the  House,  Hx.  H.  hoped  that  his  motion 
would  jprev^ 

Hr.  TuGxiB  conffldered  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
gentlemen  to  oontinue  in  the  House,  and  attend 
to  the  public  business  of  the  nation ;  and,  if 
any  member  chose  to  attend  tlie  trial,  let  him 
account  to  his  oonstdtuents  for  his  n^lect  of 
duty.  He  should  be  very  sorry  if  tbe  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to ;  and  he  called  for  tbe  yeas 
and  nays  on  its  adoption. 

}Sr^  Haynbs  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 


South  OaroUua  how  moubert  of  this  Boom 
were  to  acoouut  for  it  to  their  oonatitoenta^ 
in  ocouequenoe  of  the  absenoe  of  so  mioiT 
members  from  the  Honae  dnring  the  trii^ 

some  legislation  shonld  be  defeated  which 
ought  to  succeed,  and  some  saoceed  which 
oa^t  to  fiuL  In  looking  at  this  matter,  Hr. 
H.  Bffld  he  viewed  it  as  a  practical  question. 
Every  one  must  know  what  an  interest  would 
be  excited  and  felt  in  this  trial  at  almost  every 
moment  of  i^and  that  it  would  be  impractica- 
ble for  this  House  to  transact  business  whilst 
that  court  was  in  session. 

Hr.  TnoKEB  replied :  If  blame  dionld  attadu 
it  would  be  to  tnose  who  had  not  dlschaiigea 
th^  duties,  by  remaining  in  tiie  House, 
any  important  measure  should  be  adopted,  af- 
fecting the  interests  of  the  constituents  ot 
members  during  their  absence  from  the  Httinga 
of  the  House,  let  those  members  account  for  It 
as  Uiey  best  could.  He  should  attend  to  what 
he  conceived  to  be  his  duty. 

Hr.  Pettis,  of  Kissonri,  rose  to  ask  the  fiivor 
of  the  House  to  idlow  this  question  to  be  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays.  Whilst  up,  he  would  make 
one  remark.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
complained  that  a  quorum  could  not  be  kept 
yesterday.  But,  said  Ifr.  P.,  when  it  waa 
doubted  whether  there  was  a  ^orum,  it  waa 
found,  on  the  Speaker^s  count,  that  there  was 
a  quorum.  Experience  sufficiently  provftd  that 
a  quorum  could  not  be  got  to  attend  the  court ; 
for,  on  the  last  attendance  of  the  House,  tho 
honorable  Speaker  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  when  they  retnmed 
from  the  court  to  the  House,  returned  almost 
alone,  two  or  three  members  only  retomtng 
with  them.  The  root  of  all  difficulty  in  this 
matter  was,  in  fact,  tbe  indisposition  at  mem- 
bers to  do  the  bu^ness  of  the  House. 

The  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call  for  tbe 
yeas  and  ni^s ;  and  the  question  being  taken  on 
the  adf^tion  ot  the  resoInticHi  of  Hr.  Hatsis, 
it  ma  decoded  in  tlie  afBnnative — ayea  99, 
noes  60. 

So  the  House  determined  to  attend  the  trial 
of  tin  impeaf^ument  of  Judge  Feck. 

Judge  Peek. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  Hr.  Bd' 
OBANAN  rose  and  stud,  that,  as  the  House  had 
determined  upon  attending  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Judge  Peck,  he  would  make  a 
motion  that  it  now  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  puipose.  He  did  not  vote  for 
the  resolution  wluoh  had  been  this  day  adopt* 
ed,  on  the  motion  of  tbe  gentleman  fhun  Geor- 
gia ;  yet,  aa  Uie  House  had  resolved  on  attend- 
ing the  trial  in  the  Senate,  he  thought  it  ought 
to  be  puDCtoal  in  its  attendance. 

The  SpEAnn  observed  that  he  ooasidered.it 
to 'he  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  notify  the 
House  on  each  day,  when  it  was  readj  to  $ro> 
ceed  in  the  trial 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Wl»^  Hr.  OtwwiiCTa  u 
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tiia  duuTf  «nd  prooeeded  to  thft  Benito  to  at- 
teod  t^e  triAl  of  Jadfe  Peck. 

Bmiag  ntoiMd,  lis.  OAUBiuara  reported 
pBogr— ;  and  tbereivoB  Houe^acyoanied. 

Iknu.T,  Deeember  84. 

ICr.  Jomro,  after  a  few  iatrodnctory  remarks, 
moTed  that  the  resolntioa  yesterday  adopted, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  HATins,  that  the  Honse 
do,  IVom  day  to  day,  attend  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Judge  Peck,  be  reoonudered ;  and 
on  hia  motion  he  caUed  for  theyeaa  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Kr.  Polk  said,  that  in  the  first  instance  he 
had  opposed  a  resolution  of  the  kind,  consider- 
ing it  annecessary  for  the  Honse  to  attend  the 
trial  of  the  impeachment  The  Honae,  on  the 
occasion  to  which  he  alluded,  r^ected  the  res- 
olation  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Uaasa' 
diosetta,  (ICr.  Dwiosrj)  and  on  that  day  did 
not  attend — ^yesturday  Uiey  did.  The  Senate 
had  been  notified  that  this  Honse  would  attend 
during  the  trial,  and  he  was  anxious  that  the 
Honse,  though  the  resolution  was  adopted 
agsinst  his  wishes,  yet,  being  adopted,  should 
preserve  a  proper  degree  of  consistency.  He 
considered  it  of  no  importance  that  the  Honse 
should  attend  the  trial ;  they  would  adjourn  to 
Monday ;  and  i^  on  that  day,  a  m^ority  should 
detennfaie  against  attending,  why,  be  it  so ;  but 
let  OS  not  be  blown  aboat  by  eveir  breeze. 
Mr.  P.  moved  to  postpone  the  question  of  re- 
oonsideradon  to  Monday  next 

Mr,  Jorora  making  no  objection,  bis  motion 
Was  postponed  by  general  conaentL 
~  The  ^nse  s^ii  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  CAiiBBELEna  in  the 
chur,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamber  for 
the  purpose  of  attending  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment  of  Jadge  Peck.  Having  returned 
to  their  hall,  the  committee  reported  progress, 
and  the  Honse  a^jonmed  to  Mond^. 

MoHDAT,  December  27. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan moved  that  the  House  do  now  resolve 
itself  into  a  Oomnuttee  of  the  Whole,  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  tlie  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Judge  Peck ;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  OAXBUusa  was  again  caUed  to  the 
ehur,  and  the  eommirtee  prooeeded  to  the  Sm- 
«to  Ohamber.  Having  anerwards  returned  to 
their  ball,  the  committee  reported  Author  prog- 
reaa. 


Thurbdat,  December  80. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
reeolntion  of  Mr.  Howakd,  ordering  the  print- 
ing of  certain  reports ;  the  amendment  propos- 
ed yesterday  by  Mr,  GAMBBSUira  being  under 
ooa^ideratioa — 

Hr.  Watss  observed  tha^  when  tiie  hour 


expired  yestu^y,  he  was  about  to  state  the 
distinotion  between  tfae  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  and  the  geatleman  from 
New  York.  There  was  no  snch  difference  be- 
tween them  aa  would  justify  the  Honse  in  re- 
jecting the  one  and  adopting  the  other.  If  the 
object  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  in 
snbmitting  his  amendment,  was  to  inform  the 
public  of  Mr,  Je£feroon*a  opinions^  on  a  certain 
sabjeot,  in  '9S^  upon  what  principle  will  the 
House  rdeet  hia  amwdmMit,  and  adopt  the  reeh 
olution  ca  the  geutSeman  frmn  Maryland,  when 
it  oalb  for  the  doctrines  promul^ued  by  the 
same  in  1803 !  And  that,  too,  whm  the  avowed 
object  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  not 
to  enlighten'  tbe  public  mind,  bnt  to  subserve 
party  purposes.  The  object  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  Maryland  was  to  prove  that  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, and  the  ^arty  that  came  with  htm  into 
power,  were  m  favor  of  the  protective  sys- 
tem. Mr.  W.  had  no  objection  to  the  resolu- 
tion, and  be  would  vote  for  it,  whether  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Yoric 
was  adopted  or  not. 

He  would  vote  for  it  becanae  there  could  be 
nothing  tortured  out  of  these  reports  to  prove 
that  lb'.  J^non,  or  his  friends  had,  at  omr 
time,  conceded  the  power  in  qnestion.  Mr.  W. 
said  he  was  not  now  disposed  to  enter  into  a 
disoQSSLon  of  that  question :  but  when  he  saw 
an  attempt  made  to  impress  the  belief  that  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  in  favor  of  oertidn  doctrines,  he 
felt  bound  to  correct,  as  far  as  he  could,  the 
erroneous  impression.  Such  a  proposition  was 
never  distinctly  affirmed  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  nor 
to-  his  Seoreta^  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  GaUatin. 
He  would  acknowledge  that  duties  were  im- 
posed on  foreign  artioles  during  Mr.  Jefferson's 
AdnunistraUon ;  but  it  was  eqiully  well  known, 
tiiat  the  express  olfjeot  of  that  tariff  wa&  not  as 
a  bounty  to  domesdo  manufaotures,  but  to 
liquidate  tbe  national  debt.  Sir,  said  Mr,  W., 
in  looking  over  Mr.  OaUatin's  reports,  I  have 
found  no  evidence  whatever,  of  the  slightest 
interference  with  this  subject.  In  one  of  Mr. 
Jefferson's  Messages  to  Congress  he  allnded  to 
the  encourageraeot  of  such  mannfactnres  as 
would  render  ns  independent.  A  general  prop- 
osition was  mode  in  Congress  to  refer  tids 
part  of  the  message  to  a  committee,  in  order  to 
see  what  might  be  necessary  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  military  estabUshment 

A  debate  arose  on  this  snUect,  in  which  the 
strong  ground  was  taken,  that  Congress  lutd 
no  power  to  act  on  the  suqject,  and  that  it  was 
strictly  confined  to  revenue  bills.  From  tiiese 
circumstances,  Mr.  W.  thought  it  a  matter  of 
inference,  not  to  be  resisted,  that  so  far  as  the 
character  of  Mr.  Jeffersoo^a  Admioistratioa  is 
concerned,  there  is  no  support  to  be  obtidned 
for  the  protective  system.  He  did  not  say  that 
oil  Mr.  Jefferson's  friends  were  opposed  to  it. 
As  he  said  before,  Mr.  W.  was  indifferent,  him- 
self, whether  the  amendment  of  the  geiitlemaQ 
from  New  York  was  adopted  or  not  He  would 
vote  both  for  it  and  the  resolation. 
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The  geiitJ«m&n  from  Maryland  wishea  to  call 
tip  reports  of  this  House  in  1802-*8  uid  *4,  to 
prove  that  Hr.  Jefiferson,  and  the  pBXty  in  pow- 
er with  him,  were  in  favor  of  the  protective 
Byatem.  "Whj  not,  saii  Mr.  W.,  safl^  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's own  rei>ort,  on  the  same  snbjeotj  to  be 
given  to  the  pablic  ?  'Why  not  permit  him  to 
fc-peak  for  himself?  He  believed  the  reports 
were  only  to  be  foimd  in  the  library  of  Con- 
gress. 

Hr.  DuTTOV  said  he  was  not  disposed  to 
make  aaj  remarks  on  the  meritB  of  the  reports 
oaDed  for,  tHher  by  the  gentleoaui  from  Mary- 
land, or  the  gentleman  from  Hew  York.  The 
House,  he  observed  had  no  right  to  adopt  either 
tbo  resolotion  or  the  amendment  He  had 
DO  donbt  bat  all  woald  reoii^eot  a  joint  restdn- 
Hon  pHssed  last  session,  prohibiting  the  ezpen- 
^tnre  of  the  contingent  tani.  for  any  printing, 
other  than  that  called  for  by  the  cnrrent  bnsi- 
ness  of  either  Honse.  All  other  printing  mnat 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  Treasnry,  or  by  Uie  or- 
dinary process  of  an  appropriation  bill.  He 
wonld,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Honse,  ask 
the  C^k  to  read  the  joint  resolution  to  wbioh 
he  allnded.  And,  aflw  it  had  been  read,  Ur. 
D.  moved  that  the  resfuntioii  and  amendment 
be  referred  to  die  Oominittee  on  the  libraiy ; 
and  the  qaestion  being  pnt,  it  was  agreed  to. 

ySr,  OmLToir  submitted  the  fbllowtng  nsoln- 
tlon: 

Raolvtd,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appolotecl, 
tritb  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
adopUDg  some  uniform  mode  for  compudng  the  dis- 
tance lor  which  members  of  Congress  shall  be 
allowed  compensation  for  mileage  to  and  from  the 
seat  of  Qovemment;  and  that  said  eomndttee  have 
leave  to  report  bj  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Ohilton  said  that  he  had  not  offered  the 
resolntion  with  a  view  to  cast  any  imputation 
on  lumorable  members.  NMther  had  he  offered 
it  from  electioneering  motives,  or  wiUi  a  view  to 
home  consnmption.  thhi  tiiere  was  a  great 
disparity,  at  the  present  time,  in  the  oompata- 
tion  of  the  mileage  of  members,  coold  not  be 
denied.  As  an  example,  he  would  state  that, 
of  two  gentlemen  both  living  in  the  same  sec- 
tion of  the  coontry,  one  had,  by  a  difference  in 
the  computation  of  mileage,  received  a  difibr- 
eoce  ia  amount  of  one-hal£l  In  1626,  the  mile- 
age of  the  two  Senators  from  Missouri,  both 
residing  in  Bt  Louis,  so  varied,  that  one  re- 
c^ved  $1^700  and  a  small  fraction,  while  the 
other  received  $S,SOO  and  a  large  fraction.  He 
had  made  it  bis  bnuness  to  examine  into  the 
subject,  and  he  had  discovered  many  inequali- 
ties in  the  payment  of  the  mileage  of  members, 
which,  in  bis  opinion,  called  loudly  for  (he  in- 
terposition of  the  Honse,  so  •that  an  equality 
might  be  established  amongst  members.  He 
wished  the  resolution  to  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee ;  but,  if  the  House  did  not  consider  it  a 
matter  of  sufficient  importance  to  take  ^is 
oonrse,  he  was  satisfied  \S  they  saw  proper 


to  take  up  the  subject,  it  would  oonaume  bit 
little  time. 

Mr.  Ojlmbbbumo  did  not  think  the  reaolnticn 
erf  snffloienf  importance  for  ibe  appointment  cit 
a  Select  Oommittee,  and  soggeatea  to  ttie  mov« 
to  refer  it  to  the  Oomii^ttee  on  tlie  Foet  Offioa 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Ghiltok  only  wanted  some  order  taken 
upon  the  resolution  by  tiie  Honse^  and  declared 
his  readiness  to  agree  to  the  proposed  modifica- 
tion. 

Mr.  yfvjDsm  said  it  wonld  be  reooHeoted 
that,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  Bona* 
of  Bepremntatives  had  passed  a  bill  on  this 
sulfject,  which  had  not  been  acted  upon  hj  tha 
Senate ;  and  he  was  much  astonished  at  bear- 
ing of  some  of  the  reasons  which  were  assigaed 
in  that  body  why  the  bill  should  not  pass. 
[Tha  Sfujcbb  said  it  was  not  In  order  to  al- 
lude to  prooeedings  in  the  Senate  Mr.  Widc- 
LI7FB :  Not  to  prooeedings  of  the  last  seasioa  T 
The  BpKAxm :  No,  sir.  Mr  Wiokliffk  :  If  wo 
have  no  right  to  refer  to  proceedings  of  either 
House  at  former  sesrions  of  Congress,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  theparUamentary  rules  ought  to 
be  amended.]  What  he  had  risen  to  suggest, 
however,  was,  that  the  Committee  on  Pnblio 
Expenditures  appeared  to  him  the  most  i»Dper 
committee  to  re»r  the  mljeet  to. 

Mr  Ohilton  said  he  had  no  objeodm  to  nch 
a  reference  of  it. 

Mr  Jenninos,  after  a  few  observationi^  mowed 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Chilton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the 
House. 

Mr,  Eluwobth  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
present  law  on  the  subject  of  the  mileage  of 
members,  and  the  law  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  questiMi  was  then  taken  on  laying  the 
resolat£ai  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tus. — ^Uessrs.  Anderson,  Barnwell,  Bncfaanan, 
Dudley,  Edward  Everett,  Gtirlef,  Hammous,  H*jnes, 
Hinds,' Jarvis,  Jenoings,  Eenaon,  Itortoa,  Henry  R. 
Storra,  Vinton,  Edward  D.  White,  Wflde— 17. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Angel,  Archer, 
Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bdley,  Nojres  Bartwr,  Bairia- 

S»j  BarOey,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beeknun,  Bell,  James 
lair,  John  Btur,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  Brown, 
Gaboon,  Cambreleng,  Carson,  Chaadter,  Chilton, 
Ol^bome,  Claf,  Clark,  Coke,  Coleman,  Condic^  . 
Conner,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Crockett,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Crowninalueld, 
Daniel,  Davenport,  Warren  B.  Davis,  Denny,  De^s, 
De  Witt,  INckinaon,  Doddridge,  Draper,  Dnyttm, 
Duncan,  Dwight,  Eager,  EarU,  Ellsworth,  OMn» 
Evans,  Joshua  EvaiiB,  H.  Ercrett,  Findlaj,  HqiHi, 
Ford,  Forward,  Foster,  Fit,  Oaitber,  GUmore,  Gor- 
don, Green,  Grennell,  HmI,  Bilsey,  Hsrrey,  Haw- 
kins, Hodges,  Holland,  HofiioDan,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Ibiie,  InffefSoll,T.  Irwin,  W.  W. 
Irvin,  Johns,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  Cave  Johoaon, 
Kendall,  Kincaid,  Perlcina  King,  Adam  King,  Lea, 
LcHvitt,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewis,  I^sH,  Lumpkhi, 
Lyon,  Hagee,  Marr,  MarUndale,  Martin,  Thomas 
lUxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCoy,  MoDuflBe,  MdsliM, 
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Hereer,  WtelieQ,  Kohkoberg,  KnoltoDs,  PftttoD, 
Pearce,  Pettis,  nenon.  Folk,  Potter,  Baodolph, 
Beed,  Readier,  RicbardaoD,  Roue,  Runel,Sanford, 
Scott,  W.  B.  Shepud,  A.  H.  Sbepnrdi  Shield), 
SenuoM^  SiU,  Smith,  ^gbt,  Ambrtte  Spenoer, 
Bprigg,  Sitndifer,  Sterigere,  WUUam  Stom, 
Stroor,  Swaon,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test,  Wiley  nKMnp- 
MD,  John  ThomMD,  Tinoj,  Treivaot,  Tutfker, 
Vmum,  Tamum,  Tei^andi,  WashiDgton,  Wayne, 
We«ika»  WfaitUeaer,  Wlcklilb,  WUUuia,  Taiicej, 
TouBg— 160. 

The  qiMfltion  was  then  pot  on  the  adoption 
of  the  reeohttion,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 


MoinAT,  Jaunarjr  s,  1881. 

Dmnarhtmdthe  United  StaUt. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honae  the  follow- 
ing Meawge  from  the  Freskl«it  of  the  United 
States: 

To  (kit  Sout  o/Repreteniativet  of  the  United  Stalee  : 
I  traonoit  herewith  to  Congress  the  copy  of  a 
correspondence  wUch  lately  passed  between  Hqjor 
Oenerat  Ton  SdioUen,  faia  Danlidi  lCiJesty*s  Gov- 
ernor General  of  Ids  West  India  possesrions,  and 
speefal  minister  to  the  United  8tat««,  and  Mr.  Tan 
Boreo,  Secretary  of  State,  cooceming  the  regula- 
tion  of  the  commercial  intercourse  betweeo  toose 
possesdons  and  the  tTuited  States ;  which  compre< 
bends  the  proporitions  that  General  Von  Schoiten 
made  to  this  Goreroinent,  in  behalf  of  his  mt- 
ereign,  npoo  that  sul{|ect,  and  the  answers  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  &e  same,  the  last  showine 
the  grounds  upon  which  this  Govemmeat  declined 
acceding  to  the  overtures  of  the  Banish  envoy. 

This  correspondence  is  now  gubndtted  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  compliance  with  the  wish 
and  reqnest  of  General  Ton  ScfaoHen  himself,  and 
under  the  ftill  persuaaon,  on  my  part,  that  it  will 
nedte  sfi  the  attention  and  c«M(MTatf<»  to  wUch 
the  very  IHeodly  lehtions  that  hare  so  long  sidMist- 
ed  between  the  tTnited  States  and  the  kW  of 
Denmark,  especially  Mthle  it,  in  the  oonndk  of 
this  Union. 

ANDREW  JA0E80K. 
WAMBixavm,  December  81,  1830. 

The  Heesage  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  docaments  aooompanying  it,  rewired  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

SriHik  Galpnial  Thide. 

Tho  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  Hoase  the 
following  Uessage  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States : 

ShtheSoimo/B^>rem»i(Ui«$»o/the  UnitedSlaUe: 
I  commuoicate  to  Congress  the  papers  relating  to 
the  recent  anangemeot  with  Great  Britwn  with 
raspeet  to  the  tnde  between  Iter  eoloidal  posea- 
Moas  and  the  Uidted  States,  to  which  reference  was 
nude  in  my  message  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
eearion. 

It  will  appear  from  those  documents,  that,  owing 
to  the  omis^n,  in  the  act  of  the  SBth  of  May  lost, 
ef  a  cl«ue  expressly  restricting  importations  into 
the  British  ookmies  in  Ameriean  Teasels  to  the  pro- 


{H.WB. 

doctions  of  the  Uidted  States  ;  to  the  amendment 
engrafted  upon  tiiat  act  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atires,  providing  that,  when  the  West  India  colo- 
nies sboald  be  opened,  the  commercial  intercourse 
of  the  United  States  with  all  other  parts  of  the 
British  dominions  or  pooesdffiu  should  be  left  on  a 
footing  not  less  favoraUe  than  it  now  is;  and  to 
the  act  not  specifying  the  terms  upon  which  British 
vessels  coming  from  the  Northern  colonies  should 
be  admitted  to  entry  into  the  ports  of  the  United 
States;  an  ammhension  was  entertained  by  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  that,  nnder  the  con- 
templated arrangement,  claims  might  be  set  np  on 
our  part,  inconsistent  with  the  proporitions  submit- 
ted by  oar  minister,  and  with  the  tenns  to  wUoh 
she  was  willing  to  agree ;  and  that  this  dronmstancs 
led  to  ex[danations  between  Mr.  UcLane  and  the 
Eari  of  Aberdeen,  respecting  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  true  construction  to  be  given  to  the 
act  referred  to. 

To  tfae  interpretation  given  by  them  to  that  act, 
X  did  not  hesitate  to  agree.  It  was  quite  dear 
that,  m  ado')>tlng  the  amendment  referred  to.  Con- 
gress coald  not  have  intended  to  preclude  tiitnre 
alterations  in  the  eilsUng  intercourse  between 
the  United  SUtes  and  other  parts  of  the  British 
dominions ;  and  the  suppo^ion  that  the  omission 
to  restrict,  in  terms,  the  importations  to  the  produiy 
tions  of  the  country  to  which  the  ressela  belong, 
was  intentional,  was  precluded  by  the  prgpodtioas 
OTevioBsl^  made  by  this  OovemmeDt  to  tiiat  of 
Great  Bnti^n,  and  which  were  before  Con^presa  at 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act ;  by  tfae  pnnd^es 
which  govern  the  maritime  legislation  of  the-  two 
countries,  and  by  the  prorldons  of  the  existing 
commercial  treat?  between  them. 

Actuated  by  this  Tiew  of  the  subject,  and  eon- 
vinced  that  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  real  inten- 
tions of  C4)ngresa,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  effect  to 
the  arrangement,  by  issuing  the  required  proclama- 
tion, of  which  a  eopy  is  likewise  herewitn  commu- 
nicated. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WasHniOHHr,  Jtmwary  8,  1S81. 

The  Uessage  was  read,  and,  together  with 
tfae  aooompanying  docaments,  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ft,000 
copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TbB  Hoose  then  aqjoumed. 


TuBDAT,  Jannary  4, 
Th«  Fifth  Omtut. 

Ifr.  Stoebs,  from  the  Select  Committee 
pointetl  on  the  President's  Message  relative  to 
the  fifth  censos,  reported  the  following  bill : 

"  Be  it  enaded,  &c.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful  for  such  of  the  assistants  to  the  marshals  in  the 
respective  States  and  Territories,  who  have  not, 
before  the  passage  of  this  act,  ma^  their  respective 
returns  to  such  marshals,  under  the  act  beteby 
amended,  to  complete  their  enumerations  and  make 
their  returns  nnder  the  said  act,  at  any  time  before 
the  1st  day  of  June,  1831:  I^romded,  Thatnothiog 
herein  contdned  shall  be  deemed  to  release  suoh 
asristants  from  the  penalties  contained  in  tiie  act 
aforesaid,  unless  their  returns  shall  be  made  within 
the  time  i^esoribod  In  tUs  aot." 
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itaSroad  from  BaMmon  M  Wadui^tim, 


[Jahcabt,  1881. 


Hr.  Stoebs  moved  that  the  biU  be  ordered 
to  be  engrosBed  for  a  third  reading,  observiDg 
that  there  were  bat  three  cases  of  failure  to 
make  the  retants  within  the  reqoidte  Ume  for 
which  the  bill  was  intended  to  proride;  name- 
ly, from  one  ooonty  in  Tennesaee,  one  oonnty 
In  Indiana,  and  two  of  the  wards  of  the  city  of 
New  York. 

Kr.  Bbu,  of  Tennessee,  desired  to  know 
whether  the  paesage  of  the  bill  was  intended  to 
tttteifere  with  tibe  apportionment,  at  tlie  present 
seanon,  of  the  ratio  of  representation  onder  the 
new  census;  because,  as  the  Li^;istatare  of 
Tennessee  atts  but  once  in  two  years,  a  poet< 
ponement  of  the  appointment  would  prove  in- 
convenient to  that  State,  and  he  found  that  the 
time  of  oomjdeting  the  oensns,  and  making  re- 
tarns,  was  extended  to  June  i^xt. 

Mr.  Stores  explained.  The  instmetions  from 
the  Department  of  State  to  the  marshals  were 
limited  to  the  Ist  of  December  for  making  their 
returns  of  the  enumeration.  The  instniotion 
was  BDoh  a  one  as  no  olertc  in  the  Department 
ought  to  have  taken  npon  himsdf  to  ince;  be- 
cause, althoQgh  the  law  itadf  mode  that  liouta- 
^on  the  insmiotion  from  the  Department,  the 
deputy  marshals  would  probably  not  bare  dis- 
oontinned  the  ennmeration,  as  appears  to  have 
been  the  case,  when  it  was  discovered  that  it 
could  not  be  completed  within  the  precise  time 
fixed  by  the  act  Having  been  informed  by 
tite  ele»  in  tiie  Department  having  charge  of 
the  business,  that  no  return  would  be  received 
after  the  1st  of  December,  the  deputy  marshals 
had  ceased  the  enumeration  at  that  time;  so 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  must  now  have  time 
to  communicate  with  those  marshals  before  they 
will  resume  the  enumeration.  In  rward  to  the 
apptntionment'of  represent^onnnoerthe  new 
oensna,  tlus  bill  ought  not  to  interfere  with  or 
dday  that  object  at  alL  In  1820,  the  retums 
were  not  entirely  complete,  yet  the  appoint- 
ment was  fixed,  so  far  as  the  returns  were  re- 
ceived; and  afterwards,  when  the  additional 
returns  from  Alabama  came  in,  a  supplemental 
law  save  that  State  the  iMnetit  of  it.  Mr.  S. 
said  he  should,  In  a  very  few  days,  move  to  take 
up  the  apportionment  bill,  which  shonld  be 

Sassed  at  an  early  day,  or  the  delay  might  pro- 
uce  to  some  of  the  States  the  inconvenienoe 
<A  an  eztoa  sesdon  of  Legislature,  to 
arrange  their  representation  nndo-  tiie  new  ^i- 
portionment 

TSr.  Whrtlbsit  moved  to  strike  ont  of  the 
bill  the  following  words:  "unless their  retams 
shall  be  made  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
this  act ;"  but  the  amendment  was  opposed  by 
Hr.  Stobbs,  and  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Boiut,  the  following  ad- 
ditional proviso  was  ad^  to  the  bOl : 

**And  prcvidtd/urthsr.  That  no  person  be  in- 
clnded  in  the  retams  made  under  tlw  present  act, 
uoleBs  such  persoDs  shall  have  been  iohobitonta  of 
the  districts  of  which  such  retums  shall  be  made  on 
the  1st  day  of  June,  one  tbooiaod  dght  hundred 
and  thirty? 


Thns  amended  tiie  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed Ibr  a  tiiird  reading  to-morrov. 

Sailroadjrom  Baltimore  to  Wathingtoi^ 
The  blU^anthoruung  the  oonstxaotion  at  a. 
lateral  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail- 
road to  the  city  of  Washington,  came  up  for 
consideration;  when 

Kr.  Smons  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Sic  1.  And  ha  it  tnaettdt  That  the  aoid  road 
shall  be  located  over  auch  ground,  and  have  saofa 
course  and  direction,  a3  engineers,  authorized  and 
opptdnted  by  the  Qoveinmeat,  shall  deteraine  and 
advise. 

Skc.  2.  And  ht  U  eiuKled,  That  the  said  company 
shdl  not  make  any  higher  charges  for  tolls  or  trans* 
portation  on  any  part  of  the  road  to  be  conatmcted 
between  BolUmore  and  the  District  of  Colmnbio, 
than  are  allowed  by  law  for  tolls  and  trauporutkm 
from  west  to  east,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  nib 
road,  except  uaiuhorfied  by  the  second  aeetiwi  of 
this  act. 

8Ka  8.  And  be  U  maeUd,  That  unless  the  said 
road  between  Baltimore  and  the  District  of 
Columbia  is  commenced  within  one  year  from  the 
passage  of  this  act,  and  finished  within  three  ^ears 
thereafter,  this  act,  and  all  the  privileges  which  it 
confers  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bdflroad  Com- 
pany, shall  cease,  and  be  entirely  rM  and  itf  no 
effect. 

Hr.  SmotES  sud,  it  became  his  dutv^  as  one 
of  the  Representatives  of  Maryland,  wnit^  haa 
so  deep  an  interest  in  the  proposed  measure,  to 
make  a  few  brief  remarks  in  support  of  the 
amendment  he  had  offered.  Kot  antidpating 
that  this  bill  would  be  called  np  to-day,  said 
he,  I  res^  that  I  have  not  had  time  for  refleiy 
tion,  wnioh  woold  enable  me  to  do  that  Justice 
to  the  snbjeot  which  its  great  importance  de- 
mands. 

This  is  a  great  national  work,  one  whicb  is  to 
affect  the  interest  d  the  whole  United  States, 
and  therefore  demands  our  most  serioos  consid- 
eration ;  and  It  becomes  the  duty  of  Oongreaa, 
whilst  it  has  the  power,  to  bestow  that  atten- 
tion which  will  enable  us  to  protect  and  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  whole  country. 

The  construction  of  works  of  this  character 
may,  in  common  cases,  be  safely  confided  to  the 
discretion  of  the  cwporation  which  has  charge 
of  the  undertaking,  Moanse  lli^  private  and 
individual  interest  is,  genwally  neaklBg,  iba 
surest  guaranty  of  their  fidelity ;  but  Uie  eeae 
now  under  consideration  forms  an  exception  to 
this  general  rule.  The  work  in  question  is  of 
great  national  importance,  and  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  most  profitable  investments  of  mtmey 
that  can  bo  made  anywhere  in  this  conntipr ; 
whilst  many  rich  uid  powerfol  perscuas,  with 
great  resources  and  influence,  and  having  op- 
posite and  conflicting  interests,  are  enga^d  In 
it,  and  have  the  oontrol  of  the  corporation 
which  is  to  construct  it:  for  these  genti^nen, 
personally  and  individually,  I  have  great  re- 
,  speot,  and  would  as  eoon  confide  in  thfdr  intsg- 
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rity  and  disinterestedQesa,  as  in  those  of  my 
other  compaoy  Id  exiateDce ;  hut,  under  exist- 
ing oircumstances,  it  becomes  the  daty  of  Con- 
grass,  as  the  ffoardiaos  of  the  public  welfara,  to 
gin  such  a  oirectim  to  the  proposed  improve- 
meat  as  will  effBotoaUf  promote  the  pablio  in- 
tereet. 

The  amendment  I  have  offbred,  embraces 
three  distinct  propositions.  The  first  is,  that 
the  road  shall  be  made  in  sach  manner  and  over 
snoh  ground,  and  in  ench  conrse  or  direction, 
as  engineers  appointed  bv  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  shall  advise  and  determine. 
To  this  pronositlou,  I  presnme  there  can  be  no 
objection ;  necanse  the  United  States  engineers 
have  been  loigelj  emplojed  in  locating  the 
main  track  of  t£e  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad, 
and  may  safelj  be  trusted  with  the  looation  of 
this  lateral  hranoh,  whilst  Hie  pecidiw  dronm- 
fltaiuMB  of  tim  case  under  oonaideration  render 
snoh  a  wovisiw  ii)£spenaabl7  neoessazy.  The 
tribnnu  which  is  to  decide  on  the  looation  of 
this  great  and  important  national  road,  onght 
to  be  plamd  above  tiie  reach  and  even  above 
the  suspicion  of  local  feeling  and  private  inter- 
est^ more  especially  since  there  are  so  many* 
conflicting  and  opposing  interests  engaged  in 
the  undertaking.  Take,  for  example,  the  Balti- 
more end  of  the  proposed  road ;  tnree  different 
routes  are  spoken  of,  and  all  have  powerful 
support  from  the  individuals  whose  local  and 
private  iuteresta  are  to  be  affected  hy  it. 

The  first  of  these  routes,  the  onewhi<^  is 
anppoaed  to  be'the  most  direo^  will  cross  the 
Pa^Dfico  Biver  at  Elkridge  landing;  at  or  near 
Smith's  bridge ;  the  second  will  cross  the  river 
at  the  Patterson  viaduct,  and  the  third  will  pass 
hj  £Uioott*s  mills.  Which  of  these  routes 
ongfat  to  be  preferred,  I  am  unable  to  say;  there 
is  a  stroiw  party  in  favor  of  each  one,  and,  no 
matter  which  is  selected,  there  will  be  much 
dissatisfaction  and  complunt,  unless  the  selec- 
tion, be  made  bj  some  iadependent  aud  impar- 
tial tribunal  in  whom  all  have  confidence. 
BacJi,  I  suppose,  we  may  consider  a  board  of 
engineera  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  TUs  appears  to  be  almost  the 
onlr  security  we  have  that  the  locBtion  will  be 
made  with  a  view  to  the  pnUie  good,  and  the 
paldio  good  rally.  Agidn,  let  m  look  at  the  Dis- 
trict end  of  this  road,  and  here  we  find  the  same 
]und  of  difficulties  and  embarrassments.  Wheth- 
er the  road  will  eater  Georgetown  or  Wasbing- 
Uai,  or  at  what  point  of  either  city  it  will  enter, 
is  a  matter  of  doubt  and  uncertainty.  There 
are  several  practicable  routes,  all  of  which  have 
their  advocates ;  and  at  present  it  is  uncertain 
whether  the  road  will  diverge  to  the  west,  and 
pass  through  Anne  Arundel  and  Montgomery 
to  Georgetown,  or  whether  the  facilities  for 
eonatmotion  are  such  as  to  pmnit  it  to  proceed 
in  nMrij  a  direct  line  to  this  city,  where,  in 
mr  humble  opinion,  it  ought  to  come,  if  praoti- 
cable ;  but  of  one  thing  we  are  oerttin,  that 
each  interest  will  endeavor  to  have  that  ronto 
selected,  whidk  will  beat  promote  Its  own  par^ 
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tionlar  views.  Such,  sir,  is  the  nature  of  man, 
and  we  may  talk  as  much  as  we  please  about 
patriotism  and  disinterestedness,  but  self-interest 
IB  the  great  moving  princ^Ie  which  governs 
mankind,  and  most  of  ns  will  obey  its  impulses. 

I  confess  that  I  do  not  even  pretend  to  rise 
alwTetiiis  feeling,  hut,  like  other  men,  am  anx^ 
ions  to  promote- what  I  believe  to  be  the  best 
interests  of  Uiose  who  sent  me  here,  I  believe 
that,  on  examination  by  competent  persons,  the 
most  advantageous  route  will  be  found  to  pass 
through  the  very  heart  of  my  district,  and  wiU 
advance  the  local  interests  of  my  constituento ; 
believing  this,  as  well  as  for  general  reasons  of 
a  public  nature,  I  am  anxious  that  an  impartial 
aud  Independent  tribunal,  which  has  no  local 
interests  or  local  feelings  to  gratify,  shall  desig- 
nate the  route ;  and  if  I  am  msappointed,  I  will 
most  cheerfully  submit,  and  I  nsk  nothing  in 
making  the  same  pledf^  for  those  I  represent* 
The  House  will  perceive  by  the  Inll,  that  this 
road  is  also  intmded  for  the  tran^MHrtadon  cf 
the  United  States  mail ;  this  increases  the  in- 
terest of  the  Goiremment  In  the  nndertaking^ 
and  is  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  amende 
ment  I  have  o^red,  because,  if  it  be  intended 
for  a  mail  route,  the  saving  of  a  few  miles  is  of 
immense  importimce. 

The  second  proposition  is,  that  there  shall 
be  no  higher  charges  for  tolls  or  tran^ortatioa 
than  are  allowed  by  law  to  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Bailnud  Company  for  tolls  or  tranqiorta- 
tion  from  west  to  east.  This  requires  some  er* 
planation.  By  the  charter  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Bailroed  Ocanpanj;,  difibrent  rates  of 
toU  are  allowed.  From  west  to  east,  tbey  are 
limited  to  one  cmt  a  ton  per  mOe  ibr  toll,  and 
three  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for  transpOTtation; 
while,  from  east  to  west,  tbey  have  the  power 
to  charge  three  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for  toll, 
and  the  same  for  transportation — making  an 
average  difference  of  fifty  per  cent.  This  was 
right  and  proper  in  the  original  charter.  The 
work  is  the  most  splendid  and  important  of 
any  thing  <tf  the  kind  of  which  we  have  any 
account,  recmiring  great  resources  and  much 
risk,  aira,  uter  all,  coold  only  be  regarded  at 
the  tame  as  an  e^ienment  of  donbtfol  oiaracter. 
Under  these  discoorafpng  circupistanoes,  it  was 
necessary  to  grant  a  strong  and  libnal  oharter, 
holding  forth  great  inducemente  to  men  of  cap- 
ital and  science  to  embark  in  the  enterprise ; 
whilst  the  great  difficulties  to  be  encountered 
in  making  the  road  from  Baltimore  to  the  Ohio, 
and  the  large  expenditures  necessary  to  procure 
the  endues,  vehicles,  and  other  fixtures,  to 
transport  heavy  articles  up  a  continued  ascent 
over  the  monnteins,  induced  the  Legislatore  of 
Maryland  to  grant  this  additional  fifty  per  cent, 
as  a  fair  remuneration  for  the  additional  trouble 
and  expense.  But  similar  reasons  do  not  now 
exist.  The  proposed  road  will  pass  tiirou^ 
comparatively  a  level  country.  The  expenses 
of  construction  will  be  moderate,  and  the  ne- 
cessary vehicles  and  propelling  power  can  be 
e^ly  and  ehe^ily  obtamed;  ttiereftwe^  the 
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lowest  rate  of  tolls  and  transportation  allowed 
to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  ^^""^  Chxnpanjr 
will  he  an  ample  remniwration  for  the  money 
and  lahor  expended,  and  will  render  this  the 
most  valnable  inrestment  now  to  be  made  in 
the  United  States.  The  trarellmg  on  this  ronte 
is  alread  J  immense ;  and  when  the  Ohesspeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  is  completed,  and  this  District 
filled  with  a  population  probably  greatw  than 
that  of  the  city  (tf  New  York,  the  travel  and 
transportation  will  so  greatly  Inorease,  that 
I  know  of  no  improvement  of  the  kind  that  is 
likely  to  prove  so  valuable  to  the  proprietors. 

The  third  proposiUon  which  I  have  snbmit- 
ted,  du«ots  the  time  wh«i  the  road  Bhall  com- 
menoe  and  be  completed;  and  provides  that  all 
the  rights  and  privilegeB  conmred  by  this  bill 
shall  be  foriUtea  by  non>eompliaDce.  It  may 
i^ipear  rather  invidious  to  place  the  cooniany 
under  this  restriction,  and  X  would  not  do  so, 
if  I  did  not  believe  thatanoh  aooorse  isctricUy 
correct,  and  not  only  correct,  but  due  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  oountry. 

This  contemplated  road  is  a  great  public  high- 
way, of  importance  to  the  whole  oountry,  and 
ought  to  be  constructed  as  soon  as  possible  for 
the  public  oonvenience ;  at  the  same  time,  it 
holds  forth  great  advantages  to  the  proprietors. 
It  is  ri^t  and  proper  tmit  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Bailroad  Company  should  have  the  power 
to  oonstmct  it  if  they  please.  They  are  the 
inoneara  in  this  valoable  species  of  internal  im- 
provement, which  is  likely  to  prodnoe  an  entire 
change  in  onr  internal  commerce,  and  even  to 
change  the  face  of  the  interior  of  the  whole 
country.  Their  publie  spirit  and  enterprise  have 
seldom  if  ever  been  eqoalled,  and  never  sur- 
passed ;  and  they  have  embarked  their  private 
fortunes  to  a  very  large  amount,  in  what  at  the 
time  was  oonudered  but  at  best  a  donbtAil  ex- 
periment; and  they  have  zealously  and  ably 
pushed  forward  this  great  work,  till  success  is 
no' longer  doubtful ;  but  although  it  will  prove  a 
blessing  to  the  country  at  huge,  such  have  been 
the  almost  insnrmonntable  dimcnlties  they  have 
had  to  contend  with,  and  so  peat  tiie  erpendi- 
ture  of  money,  whidi  is  nsiully  the  case  with 
a  first  undertaking,  that  it  is  doubtftal  whether 
it  will  prove  profitable  to  the  stockholders. 
For  these  reasons,  sir,  when  we  are  now  about 
to  construct  an  addition  to  this  great  work,  we 
ought,  as  liberal  and  generous  representatives 
of  the  nation,  to  confer  the  power  on  tiie  same 
company,  woo  have  acted  as  picmeers  in  the 
great  undertaking,  in  order  that  the  certain 
profits  ifrhloh  will  arise  fron^  the  one  work, 
may  remunerate  any  losses  which  they  may 
suffer  by  the  other,  which,  whether  it  prove 
profitable  or  unprofitable  to  the  stockholders, 
will  oertuBly,  when  completed,  and  I  consider 
that  now  certain,  prove  a  nationid  blessing. 
But  still  this  amendment  is  necessary.  Some 
nnforeseen  occurrence  prevent  the  con- 
struction of  this  road  by  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Bailroad  Company ;  if  each  dionld  unfor- 
tuiately  prove  to  be  the  oai^  we  oof^  to  »- 


serve  the  power,  and,  after,  a  reasonable  time, 
oonfte  the  same  privileges  on  aomd  other  oufO' 
pany,  that  will  speedily  construct  the  woric; 
and  there  is  no  daoMT,  even  if  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary fbr  the  Lcc^uatnre  to  create  a  new  cor- 
poration for  the  purpose,  but  that  the  whole 
subscription  can,  at  any  time,  he  obtained  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  twenty-foar  hours. 
Money  is  cheap  and  plenty — itis  oifiBcnlt  to  find 

Erofitoble  investments,  and  this  scheme^  as  I 
ave  before  stated,  promises  to  be  very  profita- 
ble, and  will  be  eagerly  sought  after, 

3It.  Oabboh  ofibred  a  resolution  providing  that 
a  oomnuttee  be  rapointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  estwliahing  on  assi^  offloe  in  the 
gold  rwions  of  North  Cuolina. 

Mr.  FoBTKB  suggested  that  Georgia  also  should 
be  added  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Cabsoit  said  perhaps  it  would  be  better 
to  say  *'  the  gold  regions  in  the  Sonth.^' 

Mr.  Hatnes  Uiought  that  rather  too  exten- 
sive a  range. 

Mr.  Ulajb,  of  South  Carolina.  fVe  can  find 
a  littie  gold  in  our  State.  Suppose  we  add 
South  Carolina  too. 

The  resolution  was  finally  adopted,  with  the 
terms,  "gold  regions  of  the  South;"  and  the 
number  of  the  committee  directed  to  be  five. 

The  spedal  order  of  the  day  having  been  an- 
nonnoeo^ 

Mr.  vxBPUHOK  moved  that  they  be  post- 
poned, with  a  view  of  going  in,to  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  take 
up  oert^  appropriation  bills,  which  U  was  of 
importanoe  to  pass. 


'Wkdnxbdit,  January  6. 
Hr.  Tuoxnn  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  he  intended  to  o£fer  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  joint  resolution  reported  by  Kr. 
MoDcrFiB,  to  amend  the  Constitution  it  the 
United  States,  when  that  resolution  shall  come 
up  for  oonrideration : 

Rttotved,  That  no  person  who  shall  hereafter  be 
elected  President  of  the  United  States,  and  who 
shall  aeoept  the  same,  or  exerdse  the  powers  thero- 
dull  bfl  aoun  elipble  to  said  office. 
Retolved,  That  aaj  person  who  shall  be  elected 
President  of  the  United  States  after  the  4tb  day  of 
Uuvh,  18K3,  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of 
five  years. 

Pay  of  Members  of  the  Binite, 
Mr.  Chiltok,  of  ^Kentucky,  submitted  the 
following  resolution : 

JieMlved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  PabUo  Sx- 
penditurea  be  instruoted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  adopting  some  regulation  by  which  mem- 
bers of  each  brueh  of  the  Kationii  Legi^ture 
diaU  receive  the  allowance  c»f  ei^t  dollars  per  day 
oiU;  for  the  number  of  days  of  each  seesioa  oa 
which  tiie;  shall  have  been  In  actual  attendaactt 
npon  the  serrioe  of  the  Bouse  to  which  they  nutj 
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bdong— nolBH  sbaant  bymioii  at  aiekiMn,  or  by 
1mt»  of  tlM  HoiMB,  «r  wbaa  the  nnw  bImU  not  1m 
l&Mrion. 

Hr.  WiuiAMS,  of  Korfh  OaroIiBft,  inquired 
whether  the  rule  proposed  to  be  adopted  by  the 
resolre  wu  not  the  same  as  that  vhieh  is  al- 
ready in  (^ration  ? 

The  Spbakeb  siucL  that  when  a  member  of  the 
House  is  absent  on  leave,  his  attendance  ceases 
to  be  cbai^d.  When  members  are  absent 
withoat  leave,  no  aceonnt  is  taken  of  snofa 
sheance,  every  member  being  preaamed  to  be 

S resent  unless  absent  from  sickness  or  on  leave. 
!y  the  sevens-third  mleit  is  made  the  dnty  of 
the  Committee  of  Acconnfs,  and  not  of  the 
Speaker,  to  audit  the  acconnts  of  the  members 
for  their  travel  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Qovem- 
ment,  uid  th^  attendonoe  in  the  Hoose. 

lb.  Oabsoit,  <rf  Korth  OaroUna,  inqnired  of 
the  Obair  what  wonid  be  the  prodae  ^bet  ct 
the  resfdntion,  if  passed? 

The  Spiakbb  said,  it  pn^raaed,  In  its  jwesent 
ahnte^  an  inqairy  only. 

llr.  Babbinobb  snggested  the  propriety  of 
■mending  the  resolntion  so*  as  to  oonfiKnn  to  the 
present  practice  of  withholding  pay  from  such 
members  as  are  absent  on  leave. 

llr.  WnrrrLESET  sa^^ested  a  different  modifi- 
cation, by  inserting  after  the  words  **  by  leave 
of  the  ^08^**  the  words  "  <hi  hnrineas  at  the 
Honae.** 

ICr.  GHmoH  agreed  to  iUa  modifioailon,  oo* 
eepting  !t  as  a  p«rt  of  his  motum. 

lb.  Cabbost  widied  to  know  what  would  he 
Ae  dtfi^noe  between  the  eflbet  of  this  rest^- 
tion  and  the  existing  mle  t 

The  Spkakbb  sud  that  each  gentleman  must 
decide  tliat  for  himself,  by  comparing  them. 

Mr.  TnovFSoar,  of  Georgia,  did  not  know  but 
that  there  might  be  good  ground  for  the  com- 
idfunt  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Een- 
tncky.  He  was  himself  of  opinion,  with  the 
honorable  mover,  that  members  ought  to  be 
pnnctilions  in  their  attendance.  To  carry  this 
principle  ftiUy  oat,  Mr.  T.  suggested  to  the  gen- 
tleman to  amend  his  proposition  so  as  to  re- 
quire all  memhen  who  nave  absented  them- 
MTea  to  reftand  whatever  compensation  they 
might  have  received  for  time  danng  which  they 
were  not  in  attendance.  If  the  prindple  was 
oorreet,  it  should  operate  tiiroogbont 

lb.  Ohiltoit  said  that,  for  himself^  he  folt  no 
eeruple  in  regard  to  the  amendment  so^eeted ; 
for  he  could  confidently  say  that  he  hod  not 
been  absent  from  the  House  for  a  single  day, 
except  when  detained  from  it  by  sickness.  But 
the  sabject  was,  he  repeated,  a  delicate  one ;  he 
tiiooght  his  resolntion  went  far  enongli.  But, 
if  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  inclined  to  go 
ftarthv,  he  wmld  snnpHt  to  his  honorable 
frieod.  in  return  fbr  ma  saggestioD,  that  he 
dKHdd  move  to  amend  the  resolntion  aooord- 


Thovpsox  declined  to  more  ai^  amend- 


ment to  the  resolution. 
The  qneatiott  was  then  tatoi  on  Bfgneiag  to 
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the  reacdntiott,  and  dedded— yeas  167,  naya 
31. 

So  Uie  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  Johnson  sabmittod  the  following : 

Rualved,  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  PabUc  Lands 
be  iostracted  to  inqniie  into  tbe  expediency  of  amend- 
ing tbe  sot  of  Congress,  passed  at  the  last  sesiion, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  officeta 
and  soldien  of  the  Virgjoia  line  and  navy  of  tiie 
continental  annj,  during  the  revolutionary  war,"  bo 
as  to  change  or  alter  the  first  sectioii,  as  not  to  require 
evidence  as  to  the  line  on  which  the  resolution  war- 
rant of  Virginia  ksued :  also,  to  amend  the  third  sec- 
tion, so  as  to  embrace  cases  where  warrants  have 
been  located  and  survey  or  patents  probibited  by 
law,  by  which  the  land  is  lost  to  the  locator :  also, 
to  oases  of  surreys  or  patents,  where,  by  tbe  high- 
est judicial  tribunal  of  tbe  State,  or  United  States, 
the  land  has  been  taken  by  «  prior  or  betterolaim : 
alsOj  to  provide  for  tbe  renewal  of  lost  or  destroyed 
certificates  or  scrip :  also,  to  change  the  rmytiniiqi 
quantity  of  land  allowed  to  be  appropriated  by  the 
said  act  to  auppljr  the  claims  embraced  by  add  act: 
kstly,  to  make  such  alterations  as  the  aud  com- 
mittee may  eonslder  jnst  and  eqidtatde. 

Hr.  Hathkb  said  that  the  resolntion  ^ipeared 
to  he  of  on  important  nature.  He  certainly 
was  in  fitvor  of  a  part  of  it,  and  perh^is,  on  ex- 
amination, he  should  be  of  the  wh(de.  To  give 
time  for  a  proper  examination  of  the  subject, 
he  requested  the  gentleman  from  Kentticky  to 
consent  that  the  resolution  be  lud  on  the  teble 
till  to-morrow. 

Hr.  Johnson  making  no  ol^eotton,  the  reso- 
Inlioa  took  that  course. 


Tnm>AT,  January  11. 
Mxem^  MilUary  Cadett. 

On  motion  of  Kr.  Sbatton,  it  was 

XetDlved,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  tbia  House  whether  the  existing 
laws  do  not  provide  for  a  greater  number  of  cadets 
at  the  United  States  MiHtary  Academy,  than  is 
coomteat  with  the  objects  for  which  It  was  estab- 
lished ;  and,  if  so,  that  be  do  report  a  plan  and 
organization  for  that  academy,  corresponding  with 
the  alterations  and  reductions  which  may  be  deemed 
expedienL 

The  motion  prevuled. 

Duty  on  Sugar. 

Hr.  Hatnbs,  of  Greoi^a,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution ;  and  remarked  on  offering  it, 
that,  as  the  subject  of  it  was  interesting  to 
every  part  of  the  community,  he  hoped  it  would 
not  be  denied  the  courtesy  of  a  consideration. 

Setolvedy  That  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  knd 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  redufung  tbe  dnty  on  brown  sugar  imported  Into 
the  Uuited  States  from  foreign  countries. 

Hr.  Baun  inquired  if  a  ^ilar  resolution 
had  not  already  been  offered  at  the  present  sea- 
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Hie  Spkakbb  replied  that  there  had  been  io 
many  rasolntioiis  offered,  he  could  not  take  it 
vpon  himself  to  answer  Uie  qaeetlon. 

Mr.  OoNDior  demanded  the  question  of  ooa- 
■ideraUon. 

Hr.  HATna  asked  if  he  eould  have  an  op- 
portonit/  to  modify  the  resolntioDf  before  the 
question  of  ooosideratlon  was  put. 

The  Bpbaksb  answered  in  the  affimtative. 

Mr.  Hathu  tiien  modified  hia  motion,  to 
read  as  folh>ws ;  " 

Whareu,  witbost  a  conidderable  dimiaotloo  of 
rarenm,  tfa«  public  d«bt  will,  in  a  rary  few  ;eart, 
b*  redeemed  &Dd  difloliw^ed:  And  witereas  tlw 
end  of  republloeD  goTemnwot  is  the  prosperity  and 
lu^l^Deas  of  tin  peo|rie;  And  whereas  tlua  end 
oannot  tw  more  cartaialj  promoted  tbaa  by  a  btb> 
ton  of  taxation  which  diall  leave  tfae  largest  por- 
tion of  tfae  products  of  labor  in  the  poeliela  itf  the 
people :  And  whereas  tbe  neoeaatries  of  life  should, 
as  &r  as  practicable,  be  exempted  from  taxation ; 
And  whereas  brown  sugar  has  becoioe  an  article  of 

Sat  and  neeessary  consumption  among  all  classes : 
d  whereas  the  present  dntj  on  that  article,  im- 
ported from  for^gn  eonntrles,  bears  an  nnjost  and 
extravagant  fweportlon  to  the  original  eoei  in  for- 
eign markets :  And  wbereaa  there  is  good  reason  to 
beUera  that  th«  tax  coUeotcd  by  tbe  Oovenuoent, 
upon  ita  importation,  amoanting  to  one  nillion  four 
hvndred  and  thirty-four  tbouaaQd  nine  hundred  and 
risty-one  doUais  and  eleven  cents,  is  less  than  half 
the  sum  taken  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  under 
tiie  operation  of  the  existing  duty,  the  quantity  man- 
u&ctored  in  tbe  United  States  within  the  year  16S0 
baring  been  estimated  at  one  hundred  thousand 
hogsheads,  eqnal  to  one  hondred  milUoas  of  pound^i, 
at  three  cents  per  ponnd,  protecting  duty  equal  to 
three  millions  of  dollars — 

Raohtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Veans 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  re- 
dnoing  the  duty  on  brown  sugar  imported  hito  the 
United  States  from  foreign  tonntriea. 

On  this  resolnt^on  Mr.  Condiot  demanded 
the  qnestlon  of  oonalderaUon. 

Mr.  Mifitm  said,  if  the  gentleman  fl*om  Kew 
Jersej,  and  others  who  sastained  the  tariff  pol- 
icy, were  determined  to  prevent  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject,  be  wonld  soggest  that  their 
object  could  be  effected  by  moving  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table  and  printing  it.  That 
motion  would  prevent  discussion,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  the  House  and  the  world  would  see 
the  natnre  and  character  of  the  resolution,  in 
favor  of  which  they  refused  to  bear  a  single 
word, 

Mr.  Damnr  renewed  the  demand  for  the 
question  of  consideration. 

Mr.  Oambbelbko  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the 
House.  Being  taken,  they  stood :  yeas  89, 
ni^s  85. 

Mr.  IIathbs  then  rose,  and  said  he  was  glad, 
notwithstanding  the  rule  wliich,  however  wise- 
ly adopted,  was  in  its  operation  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech,  that  the 
HoQse  had  extended  to  the  resolution  just  of- 
ered  the  courtesy  of  conaideration.  He  was 


pwnuT,  18SI. 

wDIing  to  have  restad  ttie  snlffeet  adelj  upon 
tfae  resolotion  first  oflbred,  and,  hat  fhr  the  ap- 
prehension of  a  reftasal  to  consider  it,  should 
not  have  modified  it  by  the  addition  of  l^e  pre- 
amble. But,  as  the  House  had,  somewhat  unex- 
pectedly, afforded  him  tbe  opportunity  of  pro- 
senting  a  few  observations  to  its  attenticm,  be 
would  not  permit  that  opportunity  to  pass 
away  wholly  unimproved  by  him.  When  he  na4 
the  honor  to  bring  this  sol^ect  to  tbe  consid- 
eration of  the  House  at  an  early  period  of  the 
present  sesuon,  he  had  extended  his  propoa- 
tion  to  the  whole  class  of  sugars,  because, 
whether  they  bad  been  imposea  for  the  pnr 
poae  of  rerenne  or  proteotion,  he  thought  the 
time  had  arrived  when  the  duties  oaght  to  be 
entirely  abolished.  But,  in  introducing  the  aab- 
Jeot  thus  broadly,  be  did  not  consider  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  wonld  be  neces- 
sarily restricted  in  their  inquiry  to  the  mere 
question  of  repeal ;  but  if,  in  their  wisdom,  it 
should  be  determined  that  a  partial  reduction 
of  the  duti»  was  all  the  exigencies  of  the  conn- 
try  would  permit,  tbey  would  be  authorized  to 
go  so  far  and  no  farther.  For  his  part,  he  bad 
formerly  believed,  he  now  believed,  and  ever 
should  believe,  that  the  true  end  of  Govern- 
ment  was  the  h^>pinesB  and  prosperi^  of  the 
people ;  and  for  the  furtherance  of  this  end,  it 
was  essential  that  the  necessaries  of  lift  shonld 
be  subjected  to  tiie  smallest  amount  4^taxatioa 
which  the  public  ezlgenotes  would  permit. 

Whatever  raieht  have  been  the  original  use 
of  the  article  of  sugar— if  it  was  first  a  medi- 
cine, and  then  a  luxury — ^it  had  become  an  ar- 
ticle of  essential  necessity,  as  was  proven  by 
the  estimated  consumption  of  the  present  year, 
at  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  pounds 
Nor  in  this  character  is  its  nse  confined  to  any 
particular  or  favored  class  of  the  community, 
but  runs  through  every  degree  and  condition 
in  lifb.  Nor  is  it  any  answer  to  this  assertion 
to  say,  that  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  of  revenue  has  been  derived  firom 
their  oonsuropti^  within  the  years  181S  to 
1829,  inolnrive.  And  here  he  would  remark, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  laws  of  the  country 
are  accessible  to  all,  it  is  important  that  the 
public  mind  should  be  enlightened  upon  the  cx- 
tating  tax  on  sugar.  But,  before  proceeding 
further  with  the  subject,  he  wonld  beg  leave  to 
remark,  that  how  much  soever  gentlemen  might 
sneer  at  tbe  proposition,  that^  nuder  our  system 
of  revenue,  the  taxes  are  pud  by  the  pro- 
ducers, no  proposition  was,  to  his  mind,  more 
dear  and  unaeniable,  as  consnmption  must 
necessarily  be  regulated  by  prodoction.  By  an 
examination  of  the  tariff  of  1816.  and  refer- 
ence to  the  annual  reports  fnm  tne  Treasury 
Department  upon  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  the  United  States,  since  that  period,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  im- 
port of  lump  and  refined  sugars  and  sugar  candy 
had  amounted  to  prohibition ;  thus  effectually 
depriving  the  consumer  of  any  choice  what- 
soever between  the  foreign  ana  domestio  arti- 
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dea.  Kor  is  UUa  all ;  for  Inasmnoh  u  the  con- 
umptioD  of  brown  sogar  amoi^;  the  poorer 
elatsea  is  mndi  greater  in  proportion  to  their 
means  than  among  the  w^th7,  the  tax  falls 
meet  heavilj  npon  those  vho  are  least  able  to 
bear  it.  And  here  he  voold  take  the  occasion 
to  remark,  that,  although  he  still  entertained 
the  opinion,  under  the  mflnence  of  which  his 
resolaUon  of  the  18th  of  December  was  of- 
fered, tiie  advice  of  fKeods,  and  the  hope  of  a 
more  fitvorable  eonsideraUon,  bad  Indneed  him 
to  narrow  that  resoliition  to  its  present  aha^. 
But  wllo  ae^  tm  the  repeal  or  Tedndjon  of 
tazest  Kot  the  receiver,  bat  the  payer  of 
taxea. 

He  T^retted  that  he  had  no  specific  Infor- 
ma&)n  as  to  the  price  of  sagu*  in  foreign  conn- 
triea,  when  the  tariff  of  1794  was  unposed. 
Bat,  if  he  had  been  correctly  informed,  the 
foreign  cost  of  brown  sngar  imported  into  this 
coontTT'  at  titat  period,  was  not  less  than  eight 
to  tea  cents  per  poood.   If  this  be  tme,  it  is 
the  obvioos  inference  that  Government  did 
not  then  intend,  bjr  a  tariff  of  two  cents  per 
poimd,  to  impose  a  dnty  wluch  should  operate 
u  more  than,  twenty  or  twenty-five  per  cent 
ad  vakvera  on  the  original  cost  of  the  article. 
Bb^  as  the  foreign  cost  has  ewulderably  de- 
efiaed  rinee  diat  period,  thereby  increasing  the 
nlaHcm  ti  th«  dnty  to  snch  cost,  if  the  dnty 
■(^ITMhad  not  been  increased  by  the  act  of 
it  wonld  now  operate  at  the  rate  of  forty 
to  fifty  or  mxty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  ^e 
origmal  foreien  cost.   But,  by  raisiog  the  duty, 
in  1816,  to  tbree  cents  per  ponnd  on  brown 
Btt^,  wa  ad  valorem  operation  is  still  greater, 
being  not  less  than  one  hundred  per  cent.  In 
the  fflscQssion  of  this  sabject,  we  might  be  told 
that  the  average  price  of  sngar  hsbd  declined 
in  ooDseqaenoe  of  its  manufacture  in  this  coun- 
try, and,  therefore,  sound  pc^oy  requires  the 
continuanee  of  tiie  present  daty.  If  gentlemen 
voBid  td[e  tiie  trouble  to  infbrm  themselves  on 
this  sobject,  he  was  satisfied  they  would  find 
that  SQch  an  assertion  was  wholly  without 
foundation.   For  his  part,  he  had  been  at  some 
puns  to  obtain,  information,  the  result  of  which 
vas,  that  the  price  of  sugar  imported  into  Eng- 
land, from  the  year  1814  to  1828,  inclusive,  had 
onder^ne  an  astonishing  diminntion,  do  part 
of  which  could  be  ascribed  to  its  manufacture 
IB  Uds  country.    By  a  reference  to  a  statistical 
work  on  the  population  and  resonrces  of 
Great  Britain,  which  he  had  examined,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  average  price  of 
brown  sogar  imported  into  England,  in  tiie  for- 
mer year,  was  seventy-three  shillings  and  fbur 
pence  ooe  farthing  uie  hundred  weight,  and, 
in  the  latter  year,  but  thirty-one  shillings  ana 
Mte  farthing.    Surely  this  could  not  be  ascribed 
to  its  manufacture  here.   Kor  does  it  appear 
that  the  price  of  either  year  depended  upon  a 
Minted  supply  in  the  one,  or  an  excessive  im- 
portation in  the  other,  as  acondderaUe  surplus 
was  exported  in  each. 
And  here  he  wotdd  repeat  snbstantMty, 

Toun^w 


what  was  sdd  daring  the  discusrion  of  the 
East  India  sugar  duty  in  the  House  of  0<nn- 
mons,  in  1828,  by  the  late  Mr.  Huskisson,  one 
of  the  most  able  and  practical  statesmen  Eng- 
land has  ever  produced,  and  whose  death  may 
well  be  lamented  in  that  country  as  a  great 
public  calamity,  that,  whenever  there  is  an  ex- 
cess of  import  over  consumption,  the  price  of 
the  article  must  be  regulated  by  the  markets  of 
the  world.   He  s^d,Jbata  proposition  of  such 
obvious  truth  did  not  reqmre  the  aid  of  illus- 
tration or  argoment  from  him.  Kf>t  tmly  had 
the  British  market  ezwdsed  an  inflnenoe  tm 
the  price  of  the  article,  but  the  EVenoh  mail»t 
also.    And  here  he  was  not  prepared  to  q>eak 
so  definitely  as  to  the  price  k  Firanee,  as  he 
had  done  of  England.   Nor  was  it  important 
for  him  to  do  so,  as  the  infinence  exercised  by 
the  French  market  on  the  price  of  sugar  origi- 
nated principally  from  the  partial  exclusion  of 
the  article.   It  mnst  be  well  known  to  every 
member  of  this  House,  that,  daring  the  wars 
of  the  French  revolntion,  the  sugar  colonies  of 
France  were  cut  off  from  the  mother  country, 
and  that  although  the  oommeroe  between  those 
colonies  and  the  moUwr  country  entwed  for 
several  years  very  largely  into  the  Ameriesn 
carrying  trade,  yet  the  interpolations  of  na- 
tional law.  brought  to  operate  upon  neutrals  by 
the  principal  belligerente,  at  length  destroyed 
tiiat  trade  entirely.   Accustomed  to  the  use  of 
sugar,  tiie  French  people  were  not  willing  to 
forego  this  necessary  article  of  consumption, 
and  their  ingenuity  soon  furnished  a  substitute 
in  the  sngar  extracted  from  tiie  beet.   The  cul- 
ture of  the  beet,  and  the  extraction  of  sugar 
from  it,  had  grown  to  saoh  an  extent  before 
the  general  pacification  of  Europe  in  1616,  that 
the  Government  imposed  a  bi^  daty  <»i  for- 
eign sugar,  for  the  proteotim  of  the  domestio. 
This  system  had  not  been  abandoned  idnoe  the 
recovery  of  the  F^oh  sugar  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies.  Thos  it  was  probaUe  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  sngar  manufactured  in 
those  coltmies  was  necessarily  thrown  upon  the 
great  market  of  the  world.    He  said,  if  the 
mcts  and  inferences  upon  which  he  hod  thrown 
himself  were  tra&  and  he  did  not  think  they 
could  be  sncceasfnlly  controverted,  the  price  of 
sugar  arising  from  its  manufacture  in  this  coun- 
try, so  far  from  r^olating,  had  been  regulated 
by  the  markets  of  the  world.   But,  before  dis- 
missing this  branch  of  the  subject,  he  would 
observe  that  the  price  of  sugar  m  the  English 
market  oonld  not  have  been  influenced  W  any 
variation      the  duty,  as  that  fluotuatea  be- 
tween twenty-seven  and  thirty  shillings  IJm 
hundred  weight,  making  a  difference  but 
three  shillings  the  hundred  weight  between 
any  two  years  of  the  period  to  which  he  had 
referred.   Kor  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  high 
duty  in  Great  Britain  considerably  lessens  the 
amonnt  of  sngar  consumed  there,  and  particu- 
larly in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  thns  leaving  a 
much  larger  quantity  for  the  supply  of  ouer 
marketi^  and  oonseqnentiy  lowering  its  prioe 
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in  those  nui^ts.  Bat  we  might  derire  iu- 
Htmotlon  on  this  sal^eoL  by  a  reference  to  the 
Treasury  reports  upon  the  oonunerce  and  navi- 
gation of  tbia  country  from  1821  to  1829,  in- 
clusive. During  that  whole  period,  it  would 
be  fonnd  that  ue  foreign  cost  of  brown 
imported  into  the  United  States  had  not  vaned 
more  t^an  about  balf  a  cent  per  poond,  and  that 
not  by  a  uniformly  declining  price.  Hor  will 
it  fiul  to  be  obaerred,  np^  an  ezaniination  of 
the  reports  referred  to,  that  the  importation  of 
brown  augar  paying  doty,  was  greater  in  1829 
than  in  1881,  and  not  miioh  leas  tlian  the  aver- 
annual  importation  of  the  wbble  period, 
or  mia^t  it  be  improper  for  bim  here  to  re- 
mark, mat  there  was  a  considerable  annual  ez- 
port^on  with  the  benefit  of  drawback  from 
1821  to  1829,  incluure.  If  it  could  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  go  farther  to  acoonnt  for  the 
^lidnal  decline  ia  the  price  of  sugar  through- 
out the  commercial  world  witbin  the  last  fif- 
teen years,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  advert  to 
the  large  amount  of  labor  released  from  tbe 
purposes  of  war  about  the  oommenoemMit  of 
that  period,  and  the  consequent  diminution  of 
its  value,  in  all  the  produotiona  oi  human  in- 
dustry. But,  aa  the  fcindneaa  of  a  friend  had 
furnished  him  with  the  means  of  doing  so  unoe 
the  oommenoement  of  bis  remarks,  he  would 
state  B«ne  additional  facta  bearing  upon  tbe 
probable  causes  of  the  diminished  price  of  su- 
gar within  the  last  few  years.  He  had  brought 
down  the  price  of  sugar  imported  into  Great 
Britain  to  uie  year  1828,  and  was  now  prepared 
to  trace  it  to  1826,  at  the  close  of  which  it 
was  twenty -seven  shillings  the  hundred  weight. 
N'or  was  this  occasioned  by  diminished  duty — 
the  duty  having  been  permanently  fixed  at 
twenty-seven  shillings  the  hundred  weight,  or 
one  hundred  and  twdve  pounds.  He  waa  also 
prepared  to  state  specifically  the  effect  which 
tbe  protection  affo^ed  in  France  to  sugar  ex- 
tracted from  the  beet  had  produced  on  the  oon- 
Bumption  of  West  India  sugar  in  that  country 
in  the  year  1827— the  consumption  amounting, 
hi  a  population  exceeding  thirty  millions,  to  no 
more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  millions 
of  pounds.  Bat,  when  we  consider  that  tbe 
whole  ooDsumption  of  sugar  in  France  and  the 
British  £mpii*e  in  Europe,  equals  six  hundred 
millions  of  pounds  annuaUy,  (the  consumption 
of  England  alone,  in  1828,  having  been  estimat- 
ed by  Mr.  HuskisBou  at  three  hundred  and  sixty 
millions^)  and  reflect  on  the  immense  ad^tional 
quantity  necessary  to  supply  all  the  countries 
of  tbe  worid  wMtm  consume  the  article,  it  most 
be  manifest  that  its  manufacture  in  the  United 
States  exercises  a  very  insensible,  if  any,  influ- 
ence on  its  price  eitiier  at  home  or  abroad. 
But  our  own  commercial  history  furnishes  an 
instance  of  the  decline  in  the  price  of  brown 
sugar  within  a  few  years,  as  remarkable  aa  any 
that  baa  been  mentioned,  and  that,  too,  without 
any  possible  reference  to  its  manufacture  in  this 
country.  If  ^ntlemen  will  examine  the  prices 
cnirent  of  Philadelphia  for  tiie  yeara  1804  to 


1807,  inolu^ve,  they  will  find  that,  from  Jum 
ot  the  former  to  the  same  month  of  the  lattsr 
yew,  the  price  declined  from  twelve  and  one 
hal^  to  nine  cents  per  pound,  and  that,  too,  at 
a  period  when  our  foreign  relations  with-  the 
most  powerful  maritime  nation  in  the  world 
threatened  serious  iatermption  to  our  foreign 
trade,  and  oonseqaently  a  dimiuil^ed  import  oi 
sugar.  He  said,  that  a  strong  additional  >rgB- 
ment  agmnst  the  presom^ion  that  the  price  eC 
brown  sugar  in  other  oonntrias  had  heeK  inia- 
enoed  by  the  manofisotnre  of  that  artNle  in 
tins,  was,  that  the  price  <Mr  white  tdi^ad  >iiSBr, 
an  article  not  of  American  roanu&etnre,  had 
experienced  a  oorreqionding  decline.  He  had 
ascertained  by  an  examination  of  the  Philadd- 
pbia  prices  current,  from  1608  to  1807,  incftn* 
sive,  that,  in  the  former  year,  this  artiide  waa 
quoted  in  that  market  at  seventeen  and  one* 
half  eents  per  pound,  and  in  the  latter  at  twt 
thirteen  and  one-haU^  a  difference  of  four  ee^ 
per  pound  in  the  short  period  of  four  yeara. 
And  although  he  bad  no  means  of  aaeertainiiig 
the  cost  in  the  fordgn  market,  it  conld  not  bat 
be  presumed  to  have  been  considen^dT  hi^iar 
than  tiie  average  of  the  rix  years  endnig  iritii 
1829,  within  vriiioh,  notwhhstandii^  there  waa 
some  variatitm  in  the  prioea  of  diffierokt  yem, 
he  did  not  believe  the  average  would  be  famaA 
to  exoeed  seven  and  one-half  oents  per  pcood. 
As  the  operation  of  a  part  of  the  system  ci 
duties  on  sugars,  he  womd  state  what  he  had 
oq^oaht  was  true,  that  in  some  iastanoea  much 
more  drawback  had  been  allowed  on  tiie  ex- 
portation of  refined  sugar  thm  the  du^  pre- 
viously paid  on  tiie  raw  sugar  from  which  it 
was  made.  In  fact,  that  the  article  alluded  to 
aa  thus  rer«ving  drawbai^  was  not  wortb  the 
average  price  of  brown  sugart  and  that  fitHe^ 
if  any,  loss  of  quantity  had  probably  bean  ws- 
tdned  by  converting  tbe  one  into  the  otlMr, 
This,  be  stud,  he  understood,  had  undergone  Ju- 
dicial investigation,  and  the  court  haid  been 
compelled  to  decide  that  the  artide  came  witb- 
in the  technical  meaning  of  refined  sugv,  a»- 
der  the  law.  Bnt^  althon^  this  was  an  abuse, 
be  would  not  leave  the  subject  witiioat  a  leas- 
ing notice  of  the  protection  afforded  to  eona 
^da  refiners  of  sugar  in  tills  country.  By  the 
tarifT  of  1816,  the  duty  on  refined  sugar  im- 
ported into  this  ooantry  is  twdve  cents  per 
pound.  He  believed  that  one  hundred  and 
seventy  pounds  of  raw  sagar  wwe  generally 
estimated  as  eqnal  to,  oraofficient  fin-,  theouB- 
u&otore  of  one  hnn&ed  pounds  of  refined. 

He  did  not  know  preosely  how  it  was  eata- 
mated  in  this  country.  He  knew  that  this  waa 
considered  to  be  the  standard  in  Great  Britain, 
and,  as  he  understood  five  cents  per  pound  to 
be  the  drawbaek  allowed  on  the  exportatum  of 
American  refined  sugar,  presnmed  the  Eugliafa 
and  American  standard  did  not  material^  vary. 
What,  then,  Bfud  he,  is  the  consequence  ?  That 
the  refiner  of  sugar  in  this  ooantry  reoeivea  a 
drawbat^  to  the  whole  amount  of  duty  on 
what  he  e^^orta,  and  a  proteetiog  dntj  ot 
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■mn  eente  the  pound  on  aU  that  Is  oontnmed 
m  the  oonntry.  Ho  did  not  pretnid  to  knoT 
what  is  the  cost  of  refining,  ont,  to  hia  mind, 
the  tax  ^)peared  to  be  enormonsly  dispropor- 
tioned  to  the  valae  of  the  article  npon  which 
it  is  laid.  But,  in  disonsBing  this  subject,  it  ia 
neoeasarT'  that  we  consider  its  inflaeDce  upon 
some  of  the  Tariona  and  important  interests  of 
the  oonntry.  We  hare  been  told  hj  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annnal  report 
upon  the  finances,  that  the  navigation  of  the 
country  is  in  a  most  langnishing  condition. 
This  moat  be  manilest,  if  we  look  at  the  dirain- 
idwd  Tslne  of  onr  enoria  and  importa  within 
the  last  five  years.  If  he  was  not  mistaken, 
tboQ^  he  had  not  very  reoratly  examined  the 
Bobject,  be  believed  that  both  exports  and  im- 
ports had  declined  in  annual  valne  within  that 
pniod,  about  thirty  milliona  of  dollars  each. 
He  s^d,  althongfa  for  hia  part,  he  had  no  donbt 
the  evil  just  adverted  to  had  a  moch  deeper 
root,  he  was  prepared  to  l>eIieTe,  and  did  W 
Eere,  Uiat  a  one  proportion  of  the  depression 
leader  which  Amerioan  navigation  now  Ian- 
gnisbes,  may  be  justly  attributed  to  the  restrio- 
tiiHi  imposed  by  the  existing  duty  on  sngar, 
i^on  oar  intweoorse  with  sagar-making  ooon- 
tnes ;  and  for  evidence  of  the  partial  effects  of 
these  restrictions  on  American  trade  and  navi- 
gatim,  be  wmild  refer  gentlemen  to  the  oor- 
rsipoiidenee  between  General  Von  Scholten, 
the  special  minister  fK>m  Denmark,  and  the 
Secretary  of  State,  which  had  lately  been  com- 
mmiieated  by  the  Preudent  to  Congress,  and 
printed  by  order  of  the  Hoase.  He  had  not 
troubled  Uie  House  with  the  inquiry  whether 
the  duty  imposed  by  the  act  of  1816  was  in- 
tended for  revome  or  protection,  or  partly  for 
both.  This  was  unnecessary,  as  he  had  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  at  the  outset,  that  whether 
daswned  for  the  one  or  the  other,  repeal  or  re- 
dneaoD  was  now  neeessuy.  In  investigating 
tiie  e^et  of  this  daty  on  Amerioan  navigation, 
he  had  looked  vnr  s  part  of  the  annnal  report 
on  eommeroe  «id  navigation  tor  the  year  1829, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascert^hig  the  true  state 
of  the  matter.  Upon  a  oarefbl  examination,  he 
had  found,  that,  ai^ough  our  exports  for  that 
year  to  the  Swedish,  Danish,  Dutch,  British,  and 
fVenefa  West  Indies,  British  American  colonies, 
Oaba,  other  Spanish  colonies,  Brazil,  and  the 
Vest  Indies  generally,  amounted  to  fifteen  mil- 
lion three  hundred  and  two  thousand  and  eighteen 
dtdlars,  yet  the  irap<»rtB  amounted  to  no  more 
than  twelve  million  six  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-two  dol- 
iars,  showing  an  excess  of  exports  over  imports 
(tf  two  millloa  six  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
thoosand  hundred  and  8eTeDt7<siz  doUars. 
As  the  Talne  of  tlie  HEPCMrts  was  estimated  in  the 
home  market,  and  of  imports  in  the  foreign,  it 
is  difBonlt  to  reeonmle  the  excess  of  the  framer 
over  the  latter,  upon  any  principle  consisteDt 
witii  profitable  trade.  But  the  subject  seems  to 
present  further  illustration  when  we  compare 
the  amount  of  tonnage  engaged  in  tUa  hnsi- 


nesa,  which  entered  and 'departed  within  the 
same  period.  This  comparison  shows  an  ex- 
cess of  seventy  thousand  one  hundred  and 
thirty  tons  of  shipping  departed,  over  that 
which  entered  during  that  year.  He  had  not 
attempted  an  accurate  estimate  of  tiie  fDreign 
tonnage  engaged  in  this  trade  within  the  period 
under  consideration,  but  did  not  believe  it 
would  materially  vary  the  result.  But,  if  we 
include  the  trade  with  Hayti,  which  shows  a 
considerable  balance  of  importa  over  exports, 
it  will  reduce  the  general  balance  against  na  to 
but  little  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 
He  Bcdd,  further  comment  on  this  suUeot  conid 
not  be  necessary.  And  here  he  said  he  oonld 
but  regret  tiiat  the  information  called  for  by  an 
houOTwle  member  from  North  Carolina,  (kfr. 
OovNBB,)  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and' 
tdtst  which  had  been  called  for  by  a  resolution 
which  was  offered  by  himself  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present,  heid  not  yet  been 
received  from  the  Treasury  department.  And 
although  he  came  not  here  as  the  eulonst  of 
any  man,  it  would  become  him  to  say,  that  if 
the  information  sought  for  by  the  resolutions  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  had  been  within  the 
power  of  the  able  and  ^gent  head  of  that  de- 
partment, he  had  no  doubt  it  would,  before 
now,  have  been  oommmdeated  to  tUs  House. 
He  regretted  the  absence  of  this  Information, 
particularly  as  we  are  without  any  specific  data 
upon  which  to  estimate  the  amount  of  capital 
employed  in  the  culture  of  the  cane  and  the 
mannfaetnre  of  sugar  in  this  country,  and  the 
annufd  profit  which  it  affords.  It  has  been 
stated  that  the  quantity  manufactured  in  this 
country  In  the  year  18S0  amounts  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  hogsheads,  or  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  pounds.  Assuming  the  amount  im- 
ported in  1829  as  the  standard  of  importation 
of  1880,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that 
the  consumption  of  the  present  year  cannot  fall 
short  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miUiouB  of 
pounds.  If  this  estimate  be  correct,  it  is  not 
diffiodt  to  arrive  at  the  amount  of  contribution 
levied  upon  the  whole  mass  of  consumers  by 
the  operation  of  present  unequal  and  most 
burdensome  tax  on  t^is  article.  In  hia  view 
of  the  subject,  there  was  no  doubt  the  consum- 
ers were  taxed  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per 
pound  upon  the  whole  consumption  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  millions,  making  an  a^re- 
gate  of  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  for 
the  present  year ;  thus  ahowing  that  this  tax 
which  carries  into  the  Treasury  but  one  mil- 
lion and  a  hdf  of  dollars,  puts  the  sum  of  three 
milUons  into  the  pockets  of  the  American 
manufooturers  of  brown  sugar.  If  he  should 
he  asked  how  he  arrived  at  this  eondiudon,  he 
would  answer,  that  he  had  been  informed,  and 
did  not  believe  the  fact  could  be  controverted 
that  the  difference  between  the  short  price  and 
the  long  price  of  sugar  in  our  greatest  commer- 
cial city,  was  precisely  the  amount  of  the  dnt/ 
<k  three  cents  per  pound. 
As  hb  remuks  might,  pendUDtoe^  attract  &e 
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notice  of  other  ejee  than  those  of  commercial 
men,  he  would  state,  that  the  short  price  was 
the  price  without  the  da^,  and  the  long  price 
the  price  inclodioff  the  doty.  So  that,  as  no 
foreign  sngar  regolarl/  imported  can  be  con> 
ram^  in  the  coantry  withoat  paying  the  long 
price,  the  duty  is  necessarily  paid  on  ^  so  con- 
Bomol.  It  mi^bt  be  objected,  that  domestic 
sngar  is  lower  m  the  market  of  New  Orleans 
than  the  average  prioe  of  foreign  sugar  in  the 
Atlantic  ciUes  on  which  duties  has  been  pud : 
bat  he  «>preheDded  no  essential  differenoe  will 
be  fbond  between  the  prices  of  the  foreign  and 
domestio  articles  in  toe  Atlantic  oitiea  above 
referred  to.  And  he  has  been  informed,  and 
believes,  that  foreign  sugar  at  the  short  prioe, 
or  dnty  off,  can,  at  the  present  moment,  be 
bought  at  a  considerably  lower  price  in  our 
Korthem  markets,  than  the  domestic  in  the 
market  of  New  Orleans.  If  this  be  the  fact, 
would  not  the  article,  if  the  duty  should  be 
materially  reduced,  come  as  cheaply  from  the 
West  Indies,  or,  indeed,  more  so,  than  from 
New  Orleans  t  But,  in  we  remarks  which  he 
had  salunitted  npon  the  subject  as  connected 
with  the  navigation  of  the  conatry,  he  had  not 
adverted  to  the  reooit  recovery  ta  the  direct 
trade  witii  the  British  West  India  IsUnda.  He 
oould  not  apeak  advisedly  on  the  subject,  but 
had  no  doubt  a  redaction  of  the  duty  on  brown 
sngar  would  have  s  most  salutary  influence  on 
^  advButBgea  to  be  derived  tcom  this  aoqnid- 
tion. 

Bat,  in  advocating  therednctionof  this  dnty, 
it  was  not  to  be  considered  that  he  looked  to 
that  reduction  as  likely  to  destroy,  or  essential- 
ly diminish,  the  manufjutore  of  brown  sngar 
in  this  country.  The  enormoos  profits  which 
he  believed  were  now  reaped  by  persons  en- 
gaged in  this  mannftotnre^  might  well  bear 
some  reduction — and,  when  we  oonrider  the 
huiguishing  condition  of  other  agricultural  pur- 
suits, ou^t  to  bemadeto  bear  n.  Whatia  the 
general  condition  of  agrionltnre  throoghont  the 
ooontry,  it  is  not  necessary  to  state,  nor  the 
large  portion  of  onr  people  who  derive  tiieir 
euwistence  fi>om  its  hard  earnings.  He  must 
again  express  his  regret  for  the  want  of  more 
speolflo  infbrmation  on  the  sabject  In  the 
absence  of  sach  information,  he  must  rely  op<xi 
an  estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  to  purchase 
and  supply  with  the  necessary  stock,  machin- 
ery, and  subsistence  for  one  yeu*,  a  plantation 
for  sixty  hands,  and  the  probable  prodnotof 
th^  itibor.  as  a  standard  of  the  prcultB  of  tiiis 
pursdt.  The  estimate  he  would  first  offer  was 
one  sfud  to  have  been  made  by  an  individual 
who  has  had  some  practical  acquaintance  with 
the  business  as  conducted  in  one  of  the  sugar 
colonies  of  France.  He  said  he  did  not  intend 
to  rely  solely  on  this  estimate ;  but,  after  pre- 
sentingit,  he  would  offer  others  to  the  notice 
of  the  House,  which,  he  was  pnrsuaded,  would 
be  found  not  to  present  a  picture  too  finvorable 
to  the  manofaotorer  of  brown  soger  in  this  ooun- 
tij.  The  estimate  to  whUjh  he  bad  referred 


pats  down  the  sixty  hands  at  an  average  <^ 
three  bondred  dollars,  making  an  aggregate  of 
eighteen  thousand  dollars.  Five  huuurea  acres 
of  land  at  ten  dollars  per  acre,  five  thooaand 
dollars;  dwelling,  negro,  and  other  houses, 
works,  tools,  steam  engines,  &c.,  at  twenty- 
three  thousand  dollars ;  one  year's  subsistence, 
including  incidental  expenses,,  at  foor  thousand 
dollar^making  a  total  of  fifty  thousand  doUara. 
Taking  the  quantity  of  land  cultivated  in  cane 
at  three  hundred  acres,  and  the  average  product 
of  sugar  at  twelve  handred  auA  fif^ponnds 
per  acre,  will  be  three  hundred  and  sevens-five 
thousand  pounds.  The  quantity  of  molasses  at 
eighty-four  gallons  per  acre,  will  be  three  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty  gallons  of  molaa- 
ses.  Estimating  the  sngar  at  five  cents  the 
pound,  and  the  molasses  at  fifteen  cents  the 
g^on,  the  gross  revenue  will  be  twenty-two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  from  which  de- 
duct three  thontfand  dollars  for  yearly  expenses, 
and  it  will  leave,  of  net  income,  nineteen  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  or  about  thirty-nine 
per  cent  upon  the  whole  investment  Hr.  H. 
said,  altiiough  the  estimated  average  value  of 
slaves  in  other  States  mi^t  seem  to  justify  the 
average  assumed  for  the  gang  of  tixty.  7^  as 
tiiB  estimate  might,  by  some,  be  conmdmd  too 
low  for  Loniuana,  he  would  add  ten  thoasand 
dollu^  to  tiie  estimated  cost  of  the  establish- 
ment ;  and  th^  assuming  the  same  annu^  pro- 
duct from  it,  if  he  had  made  no  mistake  in  the 
calculation  tiie  net  profit  would  exceed  thir^- 
two  per  cent.  But  suppose  we  set  down  t£e 
capital  invested  at  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, instead  of  fifty,  and  calculate  upon  the 
same  product,  the  profit  will  be  near  twenty 
per  cent,  j  and  if  we  add  half  a  cent  per  pound 
to  the  estmiated  value  of  the  sngar,  (and  he  had 
been  informed  that  the  last  advices  from  New 
Orleans  placed  tt  at  tiiat  snni,)  the  profit,  taking 
the  whole  cost  the  eBtaUiabment  at  one  hun- 
dred thoasand  dtdlara,  would  exceed  twenty 
per  centum  per  annum.  But,  soppoae  the  me- 
dium sam  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  be 
taken  as  the  cost  of  the  plantation,  hands,  dm., 
and  estimate  the  product  at  four  thousand 
pounds  to  the  hand,  and  he  would  venture  the 
dedded  opinion  that  the  hands  actually^  em- 
ployed do  not  fall  below  that  average,  e^mat- 
ing  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds 
of  sugar  at  five  and  a  half  cents  per  pound, 
twenty  thoasand  one  hundred  and  sixty  gallons 
of  molasses  at  fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  and  the 
residt  is  tlw  gross  sum  of  uxteen  thousand  two 
hundred  and  twenty-fbnr  dollars,  which,  allow- 
ing four  thousand  two  hondreduid  twenty-four 
dtulars  for  annual  expenses,  leaves  twdve  thoa- 
sand dollars  clear  prc^t,  or  sixtem  per  cent, 
per  annnm. 

Where  is  the  agricnlturist,  engaged  in  any 
other  branch  of  tiiis  widely  diverged  pursuit, 
who  realizes  one-tiiird  of  this  profit  from  the 
capital  and  labor  which  he  employs?  Sorely 
not  the  grain  grower,  of  whose  limited  market 
and  scanty  profits  we  have  heard  so  much;  and 
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as  surely  not  the  tobacco  or  cotton  grower, 
who,  with  BO  much  difficulty  briac  uie  two 
Bides  of  the  leger  to  meet.  He  said  he  had  no 
practical  information  on  this  sabject,  but,  from 
what  he  had  beard  upon  authonty,  he  did  not 
question  tvo  thonsand  pounds  of  sugar  had 
been  mannfaotnred  from  an  acre  of  cane,  in  one 
of  the  south  em  counties  of  Georgia,  and  he  had 
understood  that  a  like  c[uantity  tud  been  mano- 
fiictnred  by  some  individual  in  Florida,  siuce 
the  commencement  of  the  present  winter.  Bnt 
why  go  fhrther  into  detiul  on  this  subject?  If 
his  c^cnlations  were  to  Iw  relied  on,  and  he  had 
little  doubt  that  some  one  of  them  might  be, 
the  result  is,  that  the  manufacture  of  brown 
sugar  can  be  profitably  prosecuted  in  this  conn- 
try  without  the  aid  of  a  protecting  duty. 

But  let  us  view  the  subject  somewhat  more 
in  the  aggregate.  If  one  thousand  pounds  of 
sugar  to  the  acre  be  a  fair  avera^  and,  if  it 
varies  from  the  troUi,  he  believed  it  was  below 
it;  and  if  a  hand  can  manage  five  acres,  and 
he  believed,  from  his  geoaral  knowledge  of 
sonihem  agriculture  in  relation  to  articles  re- 
quiring similar  cultivation  to  tiie  sugar  cane,  he 
can  do  so,  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  the 
land  cultivated  in  cane  does  not  exceed,  and 
probably  falls  below,  one  hundred  thonsand 
acres,  and  the  hands  cultivating  it  cannot  ex- 
ceed twenty-five,  and  probably  do  not  namber 
more  than  twenty  thousand.  Taking  then  the 
whole  product  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty, 
at  one  hundred  millions  of  ponnds  of  sugar,  and 
the  molasses  he  should  not  estimate,  because  he 
had  understood  it  woold  cover  the  annoal  ex- 
penses of  tlie  plantation  on  which  it  was  made, 
at  least,  the  expenses  of  cultivation — and  tiie 
value  of  the  sugar  amoants  to  five  millions  and 
a  half  of  dollars  at  New  Orleans,  and  probably 
two  millions,  or  two  and  a  half  more  before 
it  gets  into  the  general  consumptidn  of  the 
country.  If  we  divide  tlie  five  millions  and  a 
half  between  twenty  thousand  hands,  the  dis- 
tribntive  amount  to  each  is  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars.  If  a  like  distribution  be 
made  between  twenty-five  thousand,  it  is  two 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  each.  Then  is  it 
jnst,  is  it  reasonable,  that  the  whole  agriculture 
of  uie  country  shoiild  be  burthmed  by  a  tax 
of  four  nuUlons  and  a  half  of  d(dlanf — for  if 
the  million  and  a  half  now  rec^ved  as  revenue 
can  be  dispensed  with,  and  by  its  repeal  the 
country  would  be  relieved  from  an  additional 
levy  of  three  millions  now  p^d  to  the  sugar 
manufacturers,  the  whole  tax  may  now  be  con- 
sidered as  operating  for  their  benefit — that  the 
hands  employed  in  manufacturing  brown  sugar 
in  this  country  may  earn  for  their  employers 
the  annual  return  of  from  two  hundred  and 
twenty  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars 
for  the  labor  of  each,  exclusive  of  the  value  of 
molasses.  Shall  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
hands  employed  throuA^oat  our  wide-spread 
country  in  iwaing  grain,  tobacco^  ootton,  and 
other  agriGultaral  inodnots,  be  taxed  four,  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  doUan^  to  enaUe  twenty  or 


twenty-five  thousand  to  cultivate  from  eighty 
tu  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  li^d,  at  a  profit 
of  from  sixteen  to  near  forty  per  centum  per 
annum!  Surely  justice  forbids  it  But  some 
advocate  for  continuing  the  duty  mi^t  say, 
that  the  sugar  culture  cannot  be  profitably  cxr- 
ried  on  without  it  If  he  believed  this  to  be 
the  case,  which  he  most  certdnlf  did  not,  lu^ 
for  one,  should  say  it  was  high  time  the  culture 
was  abandoned. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that,  amon^  the  motives  which 
had  ur^ed  him  to  bring  this  subject  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Honse,  there  was  one,  which, 
although  it  had  been  omitted  at  the  outset  of 
his  observations,  it  might  not  be  immaterial  to 
mention.  He  came  from  a  State  which  might 
be  considered  by  some  as  having  an  interest  in 
the  continnance  of  this  duty — a  State  which,  as 
she  had  gone  into  the  revolutionary  contest  in 
defence  of  principle,  was  ready  to  maintain  it 
now.  Yea,  sir,  it  was  for  principle  that  Oeoiv 
{^a  made  common  cause  with  the  oppressed  of 
other  colonies,  in  tbatdu-k  hour  through  which 
the  sun  independence- hu  risen  on  t^s  con- 
tinent. As  one  of  her  representatives,  I  cune 
here  upon  all  subjects  connected  with  the  tariff 
with  clean  hands.  If  I  did  not,  I  should  not  be 
her  true  representative.  But,  sir,  I  did  not  in- 
troduce this  subject  alone  for  the  purpose  of 
addressing  this  House.  I  know  not  that  any 
fact  or  argument  which  I  could  offer  to  ita  con- 
sideration, would  have  the  smallest  influence 
upon  the  decision  of  the  question  now  before  it 
Sir,  I  had  another  and  a  higher  motive — it  was, 
that  I  might  from  this  place  address  myself  to 
the  practical  {^ood  sense  of  the  countty,  that, 

{teronanoe,  I  might  awaken  in  the  bosom  of  die 
alwriog  man,  as  be  whistles  over  the  handles 
of  his  plough,  the  inquiry  why  thb  unequal  and 
burthenstHne  tax  should  be  continned,  mainly 
fur  the  benefit  of  the  lorfl^  oa^talist 


Fbidat,  January  14 
Mileage  of  Jf«m5m 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  instructions  proposed  to  be  ^ven  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Public  Ezpenditurea  rdative  to 
tiie  computation  of  the  mileage  of  members  of 
Oongress — ^the  qnestiw  being  on  the  adoptioo 
of  the  amendment  heretofore  moved  by  Hi. 
Hall,  on  the  ISth  instant 

Hr.  Obaio  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  to  add  to  it  the  words,  with  an 
allowance  of  ten  per  cent,  for  variatiwi  from 
the  direct  line." 

Mr.  Db  Witt  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table.  Negatived — ^yeaa  36,  nays  169. 

Mr.  Obaio  assigned  his  reasons  for  offering 
his  amendment  Some  members  lived  on  or 
near  the  direct  line— others  did  not— and  it 
was  his  ol^eet  to  pay  to  those  who  did  not,  an 
addition  often  per  cent,  to  the  nnud  idlowanoe 
for  mileage. 

Hr.  Obiltov  (^tpoaed  the  amendment   li  i 
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UIl  was  pused  MmtMDiiift  saoh  a  proridon,  it 
would  be  giving  an  advantage  to  those  members 
irbo  Uvea  on  the  direct  line  of  travel  to  the 
seat  of  Govemnient,  of  ten  per  cmt.  over  those 
who  hod  to  travel  over  a  moontainooi  ooniitojr, 
and  by  a  oiroaitoiu  route. 

The  question  was  then  pat  on  the  amend- 
ment  proposed  by  Mr.  Ciura,  and  deeided  in 
the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adi^tion 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hall,  aud 
it  was  deeided  in  tb»  affirmative — yeas  114, 
nayaSO; 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted,  In  the  words 
following: 

"  Jtesolvtd,  That  the  Coiamittea  on  the  Fobtic 
Expenditares  be,  and  tiiey  are  herebv,  iaatnicted 
to  report  to  this  Home  a  bill  msUng  it  the 
duty  of  the  Secretaty  of  the  Senate  and  the  Ser- 
geant ftt-amis  of  the  Honse  of  BefHCsentatives,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Poatmaater  General,  at  Uie  ead  of 
every  seasioD,  to  make  an  estimate,  as  nearij  aa 
pomUe,  of  the  aetual  dlAanee  (in  a  direct  Una)  of 
the  redldonoe  of  eaek  member  of  the  Senate,  Honae 
of  BeweeeDtattrea,  and  Delegate  of  a  Territory, 
from  toe  seat  of  Government ;  and  that  the  mileage 
of  members  of  Congress  be  computed,  and  their 
aocoonta  for  travelling  be  settled,  accor^g  to  aueb 
estimate." 

Mr.  Yanct  and  Mr.  Baub  both  wLdied  to 
propose  further  amendmenta;  but  they  were 
aoclared  to  be  oat  of  order. 

Claim  of  Jamtt  Monroe. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  orders  of  the  day 
was  negatived ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mbrobb, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Fiholat  in  the  otudr,  and  re- 
aomed  the  oomnderation  of  the  bill  "  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Monroe" — the  question  bdngon 
a  motion  ttf  Mr.  OaiLTCHr  to  strike  out  the  en- 
act!^ olaDse  of  t^e  bilL 

When  tiie  bill  was  last  before  the  committee, 
Mr.  Ohilton  moved  an  ai^ournment,  and  was 
therefore  entitled  to  the  tloor  to-day ;  bat  he 
declined  speaking  on  the  subject, 

Mr.  Spbnokb  spoke  at  great  length  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  vindi- 
oated  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York  in 
the  course  they  had  taken  to  procure  the  pas- 
sage of  a  bill  for  Mr,  Monroe's  benefit. 

Mr.  OoKs  and  Mr.  Bmaia  also  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  Ihui,  of  Pennsylvania,  sud :  If  I  were 
on  this  oooanon  to  (^ve  way  to  my  individual 
ftelinga,  and  permitted  myself  to  be  nndor  tii^r 
control,  I  should  certainly  support  the  claim  of 
the  petlUoner.  No  gentleman  upon  ibis  floor, 
estimates  the  character  and  services  of  Mr. 
Monroe  more  highly  than  I  do ;  and  if  it  were 
possible  to  persoade  myself  to  doubt  upon  this 
i^uestion,  I  would  fireely,  and  without  hesita- 
tion, ^ve  my  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill.  But  I 
have  in  vain  endeavored  to  satisfy  myself  with 
regard  to  its  propriety,  and  the  conclosion  to 
wbioh  I  have  arrived  has  been  to  myself  a  sab- 
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Ject  of  regret.  Sir,  it  la  s  jMinAiI  sal^eot. 
That  a  citizen  npon  whom  all  the  honors  <«  the 
repubVc  have  been  bestowed,  who  has  rei^ied 
the  rich  harvest  of  rewards — whose  fame  and 
name  stand  identified  with  tiie  glory  and  past 
history  of  his  country — that  such  a  man,  in 
the  evening  of  his  day,  should  be  impre^ed 
with  a  belief  that  his  country  is  nnoratefal  or 
ui^ast,  is  indeed  a  oirounstance  much  to  be  re- 
gretted. In  the  investigatitHi  of  such  ques- 
tions, however,  we  are  not  permitted  to  yield 
to  oar  ^mpathies^  mn*  indulge  in  persmial  pre- 
dileotioii— there  are  other  conaimratifms  of  a 
graver  charaoter,  which  must  gmde  us  in  the 
course  we  ought  to  pursa& 

In  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  this  claim, 
for  obvious  reaswis,  I  have  confined  niyself 
prinoipally  to  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Monroe 
himself,  whioh  was  Ifud  npon  our  tables  during 
the  present  sesuon,  and  I  think  it  is  fairly  em- 
braced under  the  following  items:  FirsL  For 
additional  expenses  in  the  employment  (tf  sev- 
eral assistant  secretaries  daring  his  misnon  to 
France,  in  the  year  1791,  the  rent  of  a  hoose 
for  their  service,  and  other  accommodatioDfl. 
Second.  For  extraordinary  expenses  in  England 
and  France,  arising  from  his  detention  there. 
Third.  For  losses  sustained  in  the  purchase  of  a 
house  in  Paris.  Fourth.  For  gratuities  to  the 
citizens  of  Paris,  and  for  assistaiice  extended  to 
American  citizens  then  in  France,  who  made 
appeals  to  his  generosity  during  his  mission 
there,  !F1fth.  For  compensation  in  negotiating 
certain  loans  during  the  last  war,  whilst  Secre- 
tary of  War;  and,  lastly^  interest  upon  all  these 
items^  to  the  present  period. 

In  the  memorial  just  referred  to,  Hr.  Monroe 
puts  his  claim  upon  the  ground  that  the  Gov- 
ernment, is  in  his  debt,  and,  in  submitting  it  to 
your  consideration,  he  expressly  sdicits  no  in- 
dnlgenoe  or  &vor.  Si^  if  the  daim  be  proved 
a  debt  dae,  I  ^prehend  no  oneliere  pretends  to 
doubt  bat  that  it  should  be  paid ;  and  whether 
it  be  a  debt  or  not,  appears  to  me  the  only  in- 
quiry necessary  or  proper  for  as  to  make.  By 
a  referenoe  to  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Congress,  in  1626,  which  was  raised  upon  a 
claim  at  t^t  time  presented  by  Mr.  Monroe,  it 
will  be  perceived  uiat  no  allowance  was  then 
made  for  two  of  the  items  composing  the  pres- 
ent claim,  viz. :  For  contingent  expenses  of  tbe 
mission  to  France,  from  the  lat  of  August,  1 794, 
to  the  1st  of  January,  1797,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  dcdlars 
and  eighty-five  cents,  Uiat  braig  the  avwage 
allowance  to  all  the  American  Man isters  la 
France,  deducting  one  hundred  and  ten  ddtan 
previously  received ;  and  for  extraordinary  ex- 
penses iuonrred  by  IhD*.  Monroe's  detention  in 
England,  by  direction  of  hia  Government,  for 
the  space  of  two  years  and  four  months,  tbe 
sum  of  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  to- 
gether with  interest  upon  both  items  from  the 
8d  of  December,  1810,  to  the  8d  of  December, 
1826.  The  action  of  this  House,  then,  having 
been  already  obt^ned^  with  regard  to  two  m 
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fhe  items  before  eonmerated,  and  now  again 
presented,  and  the  money  having  been  paid,  I 
consider  that,  with  respect  to  them,  tlie  ao- 
eonnt  is  cloaecl,  and  tlierefore,  in  the  few  re- 
marks which  I  propose  to  sabmit,  I  will  con- 
fine myself  to  the  three  remaining  items  of  the 
demand. 

It  is  not  pretended  bj  any  one  in  favor  of 
this  bill,  that  Hr.  Konroe  had  any  instractions 
from  his  Government  to  purchase  a  honse  in 
Paris.  The  course  Hbm  uy  him  ptirBned,  is 
placed  npon  the  gronndi  of  ezpedien<^  and 
of  somid  policy.  I  assume  it  for  ^nted,  there- 
fbre,  that  no  saoh  imrtmetions  were,  in  foot, 
pven ;  and  that  the  Government  was  not  privy 
to  the  purchase.  Sir,  in  a  step  bo  extraordi- 
nary, I  would  suppose  that  some  previous  inti- 
mation, at  least,  should  have  l>een  given  to  his 
Government,  and  the  necessity  or  policy  of  the 
measure  expluned.  I  have  searched  in  vain, 
for  evidence  upon  this  subject.  There  is  none 
npon  your,  records ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  that, 
in  the  absence  of  all  proof  of  that  description, 
I  hold  it  incumbent  on  the  friends  of  this  claim 
to  satisQr  ns  that  the  measure  was,  at  least,  ex- 
pedient Indeed,  I  think,  under  all  the  olronm- 
Btauoes,  the  expediency  of  the  measure  should 
be  ^parent  The  Committee  ot  Pablic  Safety, 
In  France,  sbortiy  after  his  rec<^iUon  by  the 
then  existing  Government,  proffered  to  Mr. 
Honroe  a  national  house  for  his  accommoda- 
tion, which  he  declined  to  receive,  because  of 
that  clause  in  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United 
States  which  forbade  him  to  accept  any  present 
or  «noIument  from  a  foreign  power ;  and,  for 
fear  this  refusal  on  bis  part  might  be  misinter- 
preted, it  is  said  he  purchased  the  property  in 
. .  question.  Sir,  I  cannot  perceive,  notwithstand- 
ing all  that  has  been  spoken  and  proved  upon 
this  subject,  that  Acre 'existed  any  reasonable 
ground  for  this  apprehension.  Mr.  Monroe  had 
assigned  the  true  and  substantial  reason  fi>r  this 
refusal,  and  doubtless  the  reason  thus  assigned, 
.In  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety,  was  entirely  satisfactory,  as  it  certainly 
was  conclusive.  The  citizens  of  France,  I  can- 
not believe,  could  expect,  that,  in  any  transac- 
tion wirh  their  Government,  he  should  violate  the 
.  constitution  of  his  own  country.  There  is,  there- 
fore, in  my  humble  apprehension,  no  soundness 
in  the  argument;  there  was  no  reasonable 
cause  to  fear  the  diapleasore  of  the  XVench 
Grovemment. 

I  do  not  profess,  sir,  to  be  well  acquainted 
irith  the  course  usually  adopted  by  this  Gov- 
.eniment  with  oar  foreign  lunisters,  in  regard 
to  th^r  residence.  Bat  I  cannot  understand 
why  GoTernment  ahould  at  all  interfere.  Are 
not  our  Ministers  in  this  respect  free  agents  1 
.and  is  it  not  reasonable  they  should  he?  A 
mansion  or  a  sitnation  that  would  be  agreeable 
to  one,  might  not  perhaps  please  another.  Cue 
may  prefer  the  quiet  and  seclusion  of  the 
oountry,  another  tbe  bustle  and  life  of  a  gay 
metropolis.  One  may  prefer  to  live  a  plain  re- 
pablictts,  another  to  compete  with  the  wealthy  I 
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in  the  glitter  of  his  eqnipage.  Whatever  13m 
inclination  in  this  respect  may  be.  Government, 
I  apprehend,  does  not  interfere.   I  do  not  sup- 

?ose,  nor  do  I  desire  to  insinuate,  that  Ju*. 
[onroe  was  unnecessarily  extravagant.  I  de- 
sire merely  to  show  how  very  idlCj  nay,  how 
very  inconvenient  it  would  prove,  if  Govern- 
ment should  undertake  to  control  its  Ministers 
in  the  selection  of  a  residence.  Sir,  if  it  ahould 
proeeed  so  far,  it  might  as  well  go  fiu^er ;  and, 
besidee  sekoting  a  residence,  also  control  ibe 
expenditorft  of  an  ontf  t  at  salary.  Indeed,  dl 
that  Govemmrat  reasonably  can  reqmre  <tf  iti 
Minlaten,  is  an  upright  and  vijplant  diaduige 
of  their  functions ;  that  being  acoomplidied,  it 
will  not  stop  to  inquire  wherei,  or  now  they 
live — whether  in  a  hut  or  a  palace. 

But  I  am  wandering  from  tbe  true  point  be- 
fore me.  It  is  Raid,  however,  that  l^e  purdbase 
of  a  house  assisted  in  giving  the  appearance  of 
permanency  to  our  amicable  relations  with  the 
French  republic.  Sir,  I  cannot  think  sOj  unless 
the  Committee  of  Publlb  Safety  were  very  ewily 
convinced  upon  that  subject,  as  they  assuredly 
must  have  been  if  the  mere  purchase  of  property 
could  indnce  soch  a  belief,  la  reality,!  cannot 
perceive  what  possible  material  difference  there 
could  be  with  the  French  Government,  whether 
yoor  Ifinister's  abode  was  in  a  rented  mansion, 
for  a  term  of  years  merely,  or  npon  a  purchased 
estate,  at  any  time,  at  all  times  eanly  sold. 

It  is  contended,  I  am  aware,  that  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, at  the  time  he  made  the  purchase,  intend- 
ed it  for  the  use  of  ^e  G^jvemment  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  purchase  was  made 
with  a  view  of  making  it  the  future  residence 
of  our  Ministers  to  France.  Sir,  I  do  not  in  the 
least  doubt  but  that  such  was  the  intention  of 
Mr.  Monroe,  because  he  says  so  now,  and  so 
declared  it  at  that  period.  But  to  any  one  who 
will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  doonments 
upon  yoiir  table  on  this  snUect,  tt  will  wpear 
manifest,  that  if  such  was  t^e  intention  of  Mr. 
Monroe  at  the  period  of  the  pnrchase,  that  in- 
tention, beyond  all  doubt,  was  abandoned  sab- 
sequently.  Indeed,  any  other  construction 
would  place  Mr.  Monroe  in  a  singular,  perhaps 
unfavorable,  attitude. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  intention  of  offering  it  to 
the  Government  was  abandoned  certainly,  be- 
cause Mr.  Monroe,  before  he  left  France,  again 
disposed  of  it  without  consulting  his  Govern- 
ment. He  sold  it  for  a  price  beyond  the  orig- 
inal pnrchase  money,  with  its  interest  and  re- 
pairs supendded.  ue  made  the  coo  tract  of 
pnrchase^  as  also  of  sale,  without  consulta- 
tion with  his  Government ;  and,  besides  A,  if 
further  proof  were  necessary,  he  put  the  money 
(fifty  thousand  livres)  paid  to  him  on  account 
of  the  .sale,  into  his  pnvate  funds,  and  applied 
it  to  his  private  pnrposes. 

It  is  true^  a  loss  was  afterwards  sustained,  in 
the  failure  to  recover  the  balance  of  the  pur- 
chase money  from  his  vendee,  in  consequence, 
as  it  was  alleged,  of  a  defect  in  the  title.  1^, 
it  was  not  the  error  oi  this  Govnnmen^  that 
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ytr.  HonnM  pnrohued  a  defeetlTe  title,  and  its 
aril  oonseqaencea  oudit  not,  therefore,  to  fall 
apon  It,  notwithstanding  the  intenUon  mani- 
fested in  t^e  porchase,  when  all  intention  to 
appl7  it  to  national  pnrposes  was  afterwards 
abandoned.  It  would,  indeed,  produce  a  sin- 
gnlar  state  of  alf^rs,  tnat  any  foreign  Minister 
should  be  at  liberty  to  purchase  property,  and 
make  his  Government  responsible  only  when 
a  loss  is  sustained.  To  what  extent  sach  a 
privilege  might  be  abased,  it  ia  needless  to  say : 
one  result  would  follow,  generaUy :  the  Gov- 
ernment wonld  certainly  have  all  the  losses  to 
tostun,  without  a  oorre^nding  chance  for  the 
gwna  (H  the  qwoulation. 

I  oontider,  therefore,  Mr.  Ghidmian,  that  in 
&i8  tfaaaaotion  there  waa  no  manner  of  benefit 
derived  to  the  United  States.  That  this  Gov- 
emment  was  in  nowise  consulted  with  re^d 
to  that  measure,  and  had  given  no  instructious 
conoemiDg  it ;  and,  as  it  could  not,  under  the 
oiroamstances,  be  a  gainer,  so  it  should  not  I>e 
made  the  loser,  and  pftrticularly  because  M>. 
Monroe,  with  whatever  intention  or  design  he 
may  have  made  tlie  purchase  originally,  l>eyond 
a  doobt  in  this  respect  changed  his  mind,  finally 
coosideriog  it  as  a  part  of  his  private  estate,  and 
ai  Mioh  disposed  of  it 

The  second  item  <tf  the  daimiBfinmded  upon 
oertidn  gratuities  or  donati<ms  to  the  people  of 
Paris,  as  also  for  advanoonents  made  to  citi- 
zens of  America  then  in  France^  and  who  in 
their  distress  made  appeals  to  his  generosity. 
Mr.  Chairman,  doubtless  this  atrikes  you,  as  I 
think  it  must  every  other  member  of  this  com- 
mittee, as  being,  at  least,  a  very  novel  daim. 
I  am  persoaded  there  is  no  one  here  willing  to 
ni^  it  as  a  debt  which  the  Government,  upon 
any  acknowledged  principles,  is  bound  to  dis- 
charge. Then  I  would  inquire  of  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  committee,  (Mr.  Meboeb,)  who 
have  made  it  a  part  of  their  report,  to  show 
under  what  obligation  the  United  States  can 
possibly  be  to  aainme  the  payment  of  tiiia 
«laim. 

Thie,  it  is  in  itself  not  y&tj  laig^  and  by 
some,  therefore,  may  be  considered  as  unim- 
portant ;  but  still  the  question  recurs,  upon 
what  principles  is  the  claim  to  be  sustained  f 
Bir,  I  will  not  consider  whether  the  objects  of 
this  charity  were  meritorious  or  otherwise ;  per- 
haps, if  I  were  so  disposed,  the  means  for  ex- 
amination would  be  wanting.  But,  taking  it  as 
conceded  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  in  this  respect 
truly  benevolent  and  eharitablej  and  I  do  not 
doubt  but  he  was,  I  would  inquire  whether,  in 
so  doing,  be  looked  for  any  other  reward  than 
that  reward  which  he  doubtless  received  and 
yet  enjoys.  Sir,  when  your  Ministw  is  disposed 
to  become  the  dispenser  of  alms,  he  acta  with- 
out the  pale  of  his  ministerial  functions.  It 
forms  no  port  of  his  pablio  duty.  He  may, 
•  perhaps,  imagine  that  such  condnct  may  exert 
a  t>eneficial  influence  upon  tiie  interests  of  his 
oonntry,  yet.  as  he  is  not  despatehed  Sot  the 
purpose  of  distributing  Ida  oharitio^  the  Gov- 


emment  therefore  cannot  be  made  ra^mar- 

sible. 

I  wish  not  to  detract  from  ib»  ooone  thus 
pursued  by  Mr.  Monroe ;  he  was  a  benevcdent 
man,  and  such  condnct  is  wortiiy  of  tmitatifHi ; 
but  as  these  acts  of  his  generosity  were  indi- 
vidnal  in  their  character,  as  the  donations  ema- 
nated solely  from  the  purity  and  exoellence  of 
his  heart,  I  feel  persuaded,  in  our  legislative 
character,  we  onght  not,  as  I  am  oonvmoed  in 
reality  we  cannot,  add  to  his  reward. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  a  delicate  sobject, 
and  I  pass,  without  saying  any  thing  more,  to 
a  more  important  item  of  this  claim — an  ium 
which,  exdnuve  <^  interest^  is  put  down  at 
$26,000:  I  allude  to  the  oompenam<ni  for  loans 
negotiated  by  Mr.  Monroe  daring  the  last  war, 
whilst  officiating  as  Seoretanr  <x  War.  Sir,  U 
was  truly  said  by  an  himoraUe  gentieman  from 
Korth  Carolina^  during  tide  debate,  (Mr.  Vn- 
UAMs,)  that  for  many  years  past  the  financial 
situation  of  this  country  has  been  unembar- 
rassed, and  perfectly  adequate  to  all  its  engage- 
ments ;  and  hence  it  appears  to  me  not  alittle 
remarkable  that  this  item,  important  in  eU  ita 
aspects,  has  not  been  presented  before. 

I  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  examine  mi- 
nutdy  into  the  aooontUa  heretofore  aeCUed  with 
Mr.  Monroe,  nor  have  I  aeioobed  for  any  other 
evidence  wm  that  Aimiahed  by  die  two  nej 
r^peotaUe  and  intelligent  oommitteBS  to  iriuas 
these  snljeots  have  been  refenad.  From  tba 
reports,  however,  apon  your  table,  I  pwodva 
that  Mr.  Monroe  waa  Secretary  of  State  from 
the  1st  April,  1811,  to  the  80th  September, 
1814,  three  yean  and  six  months,  at  $6,000  per 
annnm,  during  whidi  he  received  from  the 
public  Treasury  the  sum  of  $17,600;  thi^  h* 
was  Secretary  of  War  from  October  1, 1814,  to 
February  28, 1816,  five  m^mths,  at  $4,600,  per 
aunom,  and  reoMved  for  salair  $1,876 ;  and 
that  he  was  again  Secretary  of  State  frmn  lat 
March.  1816,  to  8d  March,  1817,  two  years  and 
three  daya,  at  a  salary  of  6,000  dollars  per  an- 
num, and  received  $10,041  66,  a  sum  altogether 
amounting  by  way  of  salary,  to  $39,416  M  for 
a  period  of  five  years,  eleven  months  and  three 
days'  service. 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  tiiat  Hr.  Monroey 
for  the  period  when  these  loans  were  nego- 
tiated, received  his  legal  compensation  by  way 
of  salary.  The  service  in  question  was  render- 
ed within  the  period  I  have  mentioned.  He 
has,  tlierefore,  reouved  the  legal  oomp«isatioD 
for  his  services,  the  amount  affixed  by  law,  and 
for  which  he  undertook  the  service  with  all  its 
burdoia.  The  duty  having  thus  been  poltvin- 
ed,  and  the  salary  reodved  on  the  put  of  tlia 
Govemmeot,  then,  the  ooi^not  was  terml- 
nated.  Does  it  not  fbllow,  tiierafore,  Mr. 
Churman,  that  the  claim  now  under  eoudder- 
ation  is  a  demud  for  an  utra  compensation  t 
In  [dain.  terms,  yon  are  asked  to  make  ebi  extra 
allowance  for  services  performed,  to  compen- 
sate which  tiiere  was  a  fixed  salary,  amply  suf- 
ficient fw  all  the  labw  bestowed.  I  say,  dr. 
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betmse  I  am  jet  to  hear  that  it  u  oon- 
ttdered  otherwise. 

I  should  BOt,  Hr.  Ohftirman,  he  doing  justice 
to  this  <M  and  fiuthfol  servant  of  the  repabllo, 
tf  I  did  not  ooDoede  he  rendered  eminent  ser- 
lieea  for  his  oonntry.  Hia  history  is  onr  his- 
tory; bat  while  speaking  of  these  services, 
what  mom  to  his  pn^  can  be  said,  than  that 
he  diialiaiMd  0»  duties  of  ^e  varied  atoa- 
tiou  vfatoE  ba  filled  with  fldelitr?  Sir,  can 
yoa  bestow  a  htgbw  enloginm  upon  any  man, 
than  to  say  be  retired  .£nom  every  pnblio  rit- 
us&n  which  he  held,  taking  with  him  an 
inepcoaohaUe  fiune,  together  with  t^e  appro- 
batkn  (rf  his  oonnby  f  Sir,  I  grant  he  render- 
ed Hnportant  services,  and  discoanted  his  doty 
&ithfuly ;  bnt,  for  se  doing,  I  do  not  consider 
that  the  Oovemment  ia  ander  any  obligation  to 
nutke  him  an  extra  allowance.  If  it  be,  then 
every  other  oflker  of  the  Ctovemment,  whether 
be  be  foond  in  the  navy  or  the  army,  or  apon 
year  civil  liak,  who  has  rendered  fhitbfal  ser- 
vk|^  is  b1b»  entitled. 

That  thera  am  soch,  yoo,  Ur.  QuUrman,  win 
dow:  alistof  anohoonld  soon  be  made  oat 
Sir,  opon  that  prinoliile,  in  the  very  number  of 
TitaeeBes  who,  on  tUs  oooa^on,  have  testified 
to  the  sesrices  perfbrmed  by  the  ex-President, 
nthoDt  going  farther,  yoa  wonld  find  objects 
tx  your  boonty.  Hen,  it  is  tme,  who  per- 
ficined  an  hnmbler,  bat  at  the  same  time,  not 
Im  necMsary  task,  but  who  are  on  this  as 
oo  ertry  siniJar  oocanon,  too  freqneatly  over- 
hxdffid  or  forgotten  in  the  honors  and  ^inmph 
wbkA  ftwait  only  the  few. 

Kow,  I  aneal  to  tiie  good  suae  of  all  who 
heir  ne,  wnether  a  preoedoit  mch  as  we  we 
asked  on  this  occadon  to  oonstitate.  is  cossist- 
ent  Vith  a  wmnd  poli^.  In  effect  it  wonld  be 
holding  out  aalanes  to  men  as  indacements 
BHiely  to  aceept  a  trust  and  then  to  pay  them 
beddes  for  doing  tb^  datv.  There  is  no  obli- 
gaUoo  npon  any  one  to  onoertake  these  reepon- 
nlnlitiea ;  bnt  when  he  does  so,  he  is  ander  a 
moral  as  well  as  legal  obliffaticm  to  discharge 
the  dntiea  thereof  with  fidelity.  Sach  were 
the  re^wnnbilities  in  the  present  instance. 
F(v  this  daty  he  has  been  i^d,  and,  I  think, 
veil  paid.  He  haa  laodvea  all  to  whidi  he 
was  eotitled  by  the  eontraot  I  cannot  per- 
ceive, therafbra,  Ur.  Obainnan,  that  the  Gor- 
enunant  of  the  United  States  is  under  a  legal 
or  a  numd  oUigation  to  any  more.  There 
i%  In  Ciet,  no  Indebtednesa  eatebliahed,  which 
alooe  oonld  bind  ns. 

I  have  thos  endeavored  to  show  that,  upon 
principles  of  legal  liability,  the  Government 
owes  MT.  Monroe  nothing;  and  it  becomes  me 
now  to  consider  whether  we  can  with  propriety 
liqiUdate  this  claim  ai>on  any  other  groand. 
As  a  dunattoB,  nothing  is  denred :  lii.  Monroe 
aiks  "  for  notiiiog  which  ia  not  strictly  dnd  mi 
BDond  primdjidM^  and  which  his  conntry  shall, 
m  fall  eonndantiaa  and  onqaestionable  evi- 
denoe,  think  that  it  owes  it  to  itself  to  allow 
him."  Keverthdei%  ai  an  individnal,  I  have 
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every  disposition  to  favor  the  application ;  but, 
in  dmng  so,  I  very  macli  doubt  my  authority 
to  do  it  by  any  means  not  my  own.  Sir,  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  discover  that  we  have  the  right  to 
be  generous  at  the  expense  of  others.  If  I 
were  asked  the  question,  upon  what  principle 
the  gratuity  was  to  be  made,  I  should  not  be  en- 
abled to  answer ;  I  speak  with  reference  to  the 
duties  we  are  del^i^  to  perform. 

I  am  aoqaainted  with  no  principle  oonsistent 
with  oar  datlee  as  Ic^slators,  that  will  aatlicr- 
ize  the  members  of  this  House  to  lay  their 
hands  upon  the  pablio  Treasury  for  porpOMS  oi 
this  kind.  It  is,  indeed,  no  part  of  the  bad- 
ness, to  transact  which  we  are  delegated.  But, 
sir,  aside  ftom  these  considerations.  I  ask  you, 
Mr.  Chairman,  whether,  in  paying  this  vory 
large  stlm  of  money,  we  should  be  doing  jns- 
tice.  Are  there  not  others  whose  cluios  are 
equally  pressing,  and  who  have  not  been 
so  well  provided  for  as  Mr.  Monroe!  Are 
there  not  other  men  who  also  fought  and  bled 
fortb^oountiyt  Men  who  spent  thar  youth 
and  fortune  and  strength  in  her  caoset  Let  me 
ask,  have  you  pidd  these  men  the  debt  you  owe 
them!  Have  you  paid  your  revolutionary 
armyt  Sir,  these  men,  the  patriots  of  other 
days,  have  not  yet  been  paid;  tixis  debt  of 
honor,  of  gratitude,  and  of  contract,  stiJl  re- 
mains op«i  against  you.  How  often  is  it  that 
the  venerable  patriot  of  the  revolution  is  seen 
lingering  about  your  doors ;  and  how  often  is 
he  turuM  awajj  with  r^et  I  say  it,  not  with 
his  honest  dues  in  his  pocket,  bnl  with  a  lieavy 
heart,  to  reflect  upon  nis  services,  and  Uie  in- 
justice and  ingratitade  ol  his  coimtiy,  to  live  in 
penary,  and  ofe  a  b^;gar. 

But  admitting,  Mr.  Ohidrman,  that  you  are 
willing  to  pay  t£is  claim,  I  am  at  a  totsl  loes  to 
coDoeive  upon  what  ground  interest  is  to  be  al- 
lowed also.  Certainly  not  one  of  the  gentle- 
men has  condescended  to  show  as  upon  what 
principle  this  is  to  be  effected.  Interest,  it  is 
trae^  usu^ly  follows  a  debt,  and  is  ^ven  by 
way  of  damages  for  its  detention.  But,  Mr. 
Churman,  there  oan  he  no  debt  outstanding, 
where  all  has  been  proved  paid  according  to 
agreement  It  is  true,  also,  that  when  a  pay- 
ment is  wiOiheld  illegally  or  nnjosUy,  interest 
shonld  follow  by  way  of  recompense.  Bat 
gentlemen  fidl  in  the  outset  of  thebr  aignraent : 
the  foundation  is  not  laid,  and  yoa  cannot  add 
the  snperstruoture.  They  must  establish  an  in- 
debtedness first,  before  Uiey  can  set  up  a  claim 
for  interest ;  but  in  their  attempts  at  this  they 
have  entirely  failed. 

I  pass,  however,  Mr.  Churman,  to  another, 
and  Derh^  the  most  important  view  of  this 
Bubjwt  Yon  know,  sir,  that,  in  the  year  1626, 
Mr,  Monroe  made  an  application  similar  in 
numy  respects  to  the  present,  conusting  of  va- 
riona  items,  some  of  whidi  are  again  to  be 
found  in  the  dwumd  before  na,  and  amounted 
to  the  sam  of  $23,670.  A  very  able  committee 
was  appointed,  who  made  a  reportj  maldng 
some  rednoticHL  in  the  amount,  but  still  allow- 
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Ing  for  all  the  itoma  of  that  daim,  save  one.  I 
think  they  reported  as  being  dae  to  Hr.  Mon- 
roe the  BOm  of  $15,68S  85,  together  with  inter- 
est from.  8d  Deoember,  1810,  It  may  not  be 
neoeasaiy  that  I  shoold  here  state  the  progress 
of  that  bill  to  its  final  passage.  Saffioe  it  to 
aa,j,  that  to  the  amonnt  thoa  reported  was 
soperadded  the  intereet  for  a  period,  of  fifteen 
Tears,  thweby  swelling  tiie  sum  reported  as 
being  dne  by  the  conumttee  to  $20,618. 

Here,  then,  Mr.  Ohurman,  a  greater  sam 
was  fiiuilly  allowed  than  the  principal  of  Mr, 
Monroe's  daim  at  that  day  amonDted  to.  This 
doubtless  was  done  from  a  disposition  alike 
honorable  to  Oongreas  as  it  was  generoos  tow- 
ards Mr.  Monroe.  In  doing  bo,  howerer,  Con- 
gress deemed  it  pn^ier  to  impose  terms ;  end, 
with  a  denre  that  this  oommittee  may  fairly 
comiffehend  me,  I  a^  yon,  rir,  that  the  act  of 
OoDffress  passed  in  the  year  1836  for  tbe  r^ef 
of  Mr.  Monroe  be  read. 

[Here  the  Olerk  read  as  fidlows :] 

**A  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  andSouu  o/Smre- 
HtUaHpM  of  tlu  Unittd  Statet  of  Anuriat  i%  Con' 
gnu  auembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treesary 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to 
CMise  to  be  paid  to  James  Monroe,  oat  of  any 
nnq^ropciated  moneys  in  the  Treesary,  (he  siun  of 
twenty-nine  tbouaaaa  fire  hnndrad  and  thtrteen 
doUain,  in  ftaU  of  all  demands  whaterer  agiJust  the 
United  States." 

Ifir.  Imnx  resnmed.  Kow,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
cannot  peroeive  npon  what  prindple  we  can 
agidn  be  oaUed  npon  to  legislate  on  tihis  snb- 
jeot  wlthont  violating  our  own  detiberate  act 
The  money  was  voted,  and  it  was  reoeived, 
and  in  the  spirit  and  very  letter  the  law, 
was  intended  as  a  final  aqjostment  of  all  Mr. 
Monroe's  demands.  Sir,  la  a  court  of  jnstioe, 
the  Gtovernment  might,  if  dispoeed,  plead  a 
former  recovery  with  some  propriety ;  at  any 
rate,  npon  wh^ver  principles  yon  may  deure 
to  place  it,  the  plain  rale  of  ordinary  life  shonld 
bold,  that  a  debt  or  a  claim,  or  by  whatever 
name  yon  may  please  to  call  iL  bting  onoe  set- 
.tied  and  paid,  siioald  be  permitted  to  rest.  It 
is  not  eqnitaUe  that  the  Qovenunent  shoold 
-agBin  end  again  be  called  npm  to  aoooont,  par- 
tumlarly  after  a  final  a^nstment,  to  the  terms 
of  which  the  parties  interested  have  acceded. 

Mr.  Obairmsn,  I  Lave  thus  briefly  passed 
through  this  snbject.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  give 
my  vote  against  this  applioation,  in  whatever 
form  it  may  present  itself;  a  duty,  sir,  by  no 
means  in  accordance  with  my  wishes.  Bir,  I 
woold  I  ooald  oonsoientiondy  give  my  voice  in 
favor  the  venerable  patriot  whose  life  and 
reputation  I  have  always  been  tught  to  es- 
teun;  I  should  deem  it  a  pleasore,  whteh  I 
hope  ever  to  eqjoy.  In  contnbnting  my  feeble 
tmrbt  to  &e  beiwfit  of  those  who  snstained 
tlus  republic  in  the  hour  of  her  need.  But  I 
cannot  permit  my  indinations  to  sway  my  judg- 
ment; I  cannot  oonsent  to  give  to  one,  and 
withhold  from  another ;  I  wim  my  ooontry  to 
be  Jost  b«<<nre  she  is  generooa. 


Mr.  Mebosx  rose,  and,  in  a  speech  of  some 
length,  replied  to  the  arguments  of  those  gen- 
tlemen who  had  opposed  the  bilL  In  c<nidB- 
sion,  he  handed  to  the  ohnr  the  ftdlmriaft 
which,  he  said,  if  the  motiloiL  now  befbre  the 
House  slunild  not  sacoeed,  he  shonld  aflbr  n 
an  amendment  to  the  bQl : 

"That  the  proper  aeeountiDg  oAoers  of  dw 
Tresanry  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorised  to 
adjust  and  setUe  the  aeeotmis  and  daims  of  JaaM 
Konroe,  late  Preaideat  of  the  United  StMea,  on 
prinolides  of  eqnl^  and  Jnadoe,  aolriect  to  tiie 
rerision  and  final  dedriovof  AePNMant  efthe 
United  States. 

"  And  6a  ti  fitrtktr  utaetti.  That  so  soon  ss  it 
shall  have  been  aseertdned  and  determined  fn  naa- 
ner  aforesaid,  that  any  sum  of  money  !s  dne  to  the 
s^d  Janes  Monroe,  such  sum .  shall  be  pud  him  oat 
of  any  money  In  the  Treasury  not  i^henrise  appro- 
priated." 

The  jmqwsoS  aanndnunt  vas  nad  liry  A* 
Olerk;  when 

The  question  was  pot  <m  striking  oat  the  «• 
acting  claase,  (to  destroy  the  Ull,)  and  It  vas 
decided  in  the  aflSrmative— yeas  18,  nays  67. 

The  ocmndttee  then  ros^  and  repMt  pxtg- 
resB. 


MbvDAT,  Janoary  17. 

Mr.  HiTmu  snlnuStted  the  foUowSng  nsoln- 

tion: 

Setolved,  TbaX,  during  the  aisnment  of  eoomd 
in  the  impeachment  now  pending  in  the  Senate 
against  Jamea  H.  Feck,  district  judge  of  Mis- 
souri, this  House  wiU,  fiom  d^  to  day,  resolTe 
itselfinto  aOommttteo  of  the  Whde  on  the  Jtata 
of  Un  Union,  and  attend  the  same;  and  that  tks 
Clerk  acquaint  the  Senate  thereVith. 

Mr.  Hatnbb  said  that  it  was  understood  that, 
upon  the  opening  of  the  high  court  of  impeadi- 
ment  to-day,  the  arguments  <^  counsel  would 
oommeuoe.  He  thought  it  the  dnty  of  the 
Honse  to  attend  dnring  the  argom^ts;  and 
witii  th^  view  he  had  sntenitted  the  resdo- 
tion. 

Mr.  WHnnJSBXT  suggested  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  rraolution,  by  adding  to  it  the 
fdlowing  words:  "and  that  die  hmr  of  meet 
ing  of  the  House  shall  be  11  o*e3oek  after  tUs 

day.»» 

Mr.  Hatios  accepted  tiie  anwndment  as  a 
modification  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  WnxiAMB  then  moved  so  to  amend  the 
resolution  as  that,  the  House  shoold  attend  (k 
this  day  only. 

This  motion  was  determined  tn  Ihe  negattre. 

Mr.  Peitib  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resdution ;  bnt  the  Home 
revised  to  order  them. 

The  question  being  then  pat  on  its  adoption, 
it  was  decided  in  the  aflannativfr— jeaa  6S, 
111^74. 
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TniBDAT,  January  18. 
Judg4  PMib. 
•The  HoDM  irent  into  t>  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Mabtin  in  the  duir,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Senate  ehamber,  to  attend  the  trial  of 
JndcBFeck. 


WrasHDAT,  Jaanaxy  19. 

Supemumararjf  Offie«r$  and  Cadett. 

Mr.  WioKxirra  rabmitted  the  following  reeo* 
Intion: 

Sttdvedj  That  the  Committee  ob  HUitary  Affiiin 
be  Instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedienoy  of  d>»- 
miaring  from  the  army  the  eapernnmerary  Beaten* 
aotB  hj  breret  commiuion. 

Thftt  the  committee  also  ipqnire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  fixing  the  age  betireen  17  and  21  yean, 
aa  the  period  «f  admMoo  into  the  Weat  Point 
Aoadrany ;  and  (hat  alt  the  nadoatai^  from  thae  to 
time,  at  that  inatitntioii,  ihaU  be  diaoharged  from 
the  army,  when  not  seeded  la  the  actual  awrloa  of 
the  country. 

That  the^  inquire  into  the  expe^ency  of  author- 
Inng  appointmenta  in  the  line  of  the  array,  from 
the  mwitfttiona  nonHsommlMloned  olBewa  of  the 
anny. 

£aAf  alao,  of  redodng  the  nnmber  of  cadets  in 
iild  academy,  maw  aathoriied  b7  hnr. 


Tbubsdat,  January  20. 


The  reeolation  yesterdf^  submitted  by  Mr. 
WjoKUFn  was  then  tahen  up. 

Mr.  DunoK  was  entitled  to  the  floor ;  bnt, 
■1  the  boor  had  nearly  ehmsed  for  tiie  eoiuddmv 
ation  of  resolntltMUL  he  deolined  nuking  the 
ranarka  which  he  intended  to  have  done  to 
correct  the  errors  into  wlilch  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  fallen,  and  said  he  would 
content  himself  with  moTing  for  a  division  of 
the  question,  so  as  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
HoQse  on  the  first  member  of  the  resolu- 
tion: 

The  question  being  put,  the  first  naragraph  of 
tiie  resolution  was  agreed  to,  aa  foUowa : 

"lUtotvtd,  That  the  Comodttee  on  Military 
Affun  be  iastmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  diamiaeiug  from  the  anny  the  supeninmerary 
Ueateaanta  by  brevet  comBUBaioQ,** 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ure^g  to 
the  remainder  of  the  resolution,  and  was  also 
agreed  to,  in  the  following  f<nin : 

"That  the  committee  also  laqdre  Into  the  expe- 
diency of  fixing  the  age  between  Bereoteen  and 
twenty-one  years  aa  the  period  of  admission  into 
the  West  Point  Academy ;  and  that  all  the  graduates, 
from  time  to  time,  at  that  institution,  shall  be  dis- 
chai^d  from  the  army  when  not  needed  in  the 
actual  service  of  the  eoontnr. 

That  they  inquire  into  tiie  ezpetBency  of  aoAor^ 
bdng  iqupotatmanU  In  the  line  of  the- army  from 


the  meritoiiomi  iMm-oomndaioned  officers  of  the 
army. 

"And,  abo,  itf  ledudng  the  nnmber  of  cadets  in 
said  aoademy,  now  witboiized  by  law." 

TAa  Impeachmmt. 

TbeHouae  then  reeolTod  itself  Into  a  Ooounit- 
tee  of  the  'Whti^  and  pnweeded  to  the  Senatte, 
to  attend  the  trial  of  the  impeacAuneut  <rf  Judge 
Feck. 


SmpuTf  January  91. 
Mileage  t{f  MmAen. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  to  eatabliah  a  uniform 
mode  of  oompttting  the  mileege  members  of 
Oongreaa,  ^na  dd^jatea  fnm  territories,"  waa 
read  the  third  time;  and  the  qneatimi  being 
stated  en.  its  passagei 

Mr.  Oaa.va  reqnired  fhe  yeaa  and  n^s  on 
the  qneation,  and  they  were  wdered  1^  the 
Houseu 

Mr.  TuoEKR  requested  Informatien  as  to  the 
time  when  tiie  bill,  if  it  passed,  would  take 
effect.  He  presumed  not  till  the  next  session 
of  Oongress;  in  which  case,  he  should  be 
averse  to  pas^g  the  bilL 

The  Speaku  replied  that,  if  the  bill  should 
pass,  it  would  take  effhot  upon  the  preaent 
OoDgresB. 

Mr.  Tirom  withdrew  Jila  i^ipontira ;  and 

The  queatifn  was  then  put  on  the  pasiuge  ct 
the  Mil,  «nd  waa  determined  in  the  affirmative 
—yeas  189,  naya  80. 

So  the  bdl  paased,  and  wasaenttotheSwato 
for  oonourrence. 

The  following  Joint  resolution  was  read  the 
third  tinu: 

"Rttolvid,  Ae.  That  the  rales  of  each  House 
shall  be  so  amended,  as  to  make  it  the  imperative 
daty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Sergeant- 
at-anns  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  ascertain, 
at  Ae  end  of  every  sessioQ  of  Congress,  from  each 
Senator,  member,  or  delegate  from  a  territory,  the 
number  of  days  which  he  may  have  been  absent 
from^aod  not  in  attendanee  upon,  the  bnduess  of 
the  Honse;  and,  in  setiUng  the  aeeotmts  of 
Senators,  members,  and  delegates,  there  shall  be 
deducted  from  the  aoeonat,  or  amount  of  pay  for 
each  seMiOD,  at  the  rate  of  «ght  doUars  per  day 
for  every  day  any  member  of  either  House,  or  dele* 
gate,  shall  t»re  been  absent,  except  by  order,  on 
Duuness  of  the  House  to  which  he  belongs,  or  in 
consequence  of  sickness." 

The  question  being  pnt  upon  its  passage,  a 
brief  debate  took  plara  between  Messrs.  Thomp- 
son, of  Georgia,  Hau.,  Goshan,  Sfthkrlawd, 
TtroKBB,  and  J^ttoet,  upon  the  form  of  the 
resolution,  and  its  e^;:t  upon  the  rules,  dco. 
Pending  the  remarks  of  the  latter  geotinnan,  a 
message  waa  reo^ved  from  the  Senate,  lofbrm* 
ing  the  H6nae  that  that  body  was  now  altting 
as  a  court  of  impeachment :  whereupon. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee 
of  the  'Whplibt  Mr.  Mabrh  in  the  chair,  and 
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proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to  attend  the  trial  of 
Judge  Peek. 


Satdbd^t,  Jsnnarr  22. 
Pay  ^  Mamben, 
The  Ebmae  reenmed  the  omatderatioa  of  the 
Joint  resolation  relative  to  the  pay  of  members 
of  OvmaeBB, 

Mr.  Hall  moved  to  recommit  the  reaolatim 
to  the  Oonmiittee  on  FabUc  Kzpenditares,  vith 
instametanu  to  report  a  IhII,  jMvviding 

"That  it  shall  be  the  imperative  dnty  of  the 
Seeretarr  of  the  Seoate  sod  Sergeant-ftt-arms  of  the 
Home  of  RepresentaUves  to  aaccrtaio,  at  the  end 
of  every  8esuon  of  CongresB,  from  each  member  of 
Congress,  or  delegate  from  a  territory,  the  number 
of  days  which  he  may  have  been  abeeot  from,  and 
not  m  atteadaooe  upon,  the  bnnaeBS  of  the  Home ; 
and,  in  settllog  the  aceonnte  of  Senator^  meuberg, 
•nd  delegates,  there  diaU  be  deducted  from  the 
aoeooBt,  or  amoant  of  pay  for  each  eesdon,  at  the 
rate  of  eight  dollars  per  day  for  every  day  any  mem- 
ber of  eiuer  House,  or  delegate,  shall  have  been 
absent,  except  by  order,  on  busineas  of  the  House 
to  which  he  belongs,  or  in  coosequeace  of  ackness." 

Oa  this  motioa  a  debate  of  some  length  took 
place,  in  which  Messrs.  Dbattox,  StiTsxBLAzrp, 
Hall,  WmrTLSSBT,  Chilton,  and  Oabson,  en- 
gaged, 

Mr.  Oabson,  as  be  sud,  in  order  to  pnt  the 
question  to  rest,  and.  to  put  a  stop  to  debate, 
moved  to  lay  the  resolntion  on  the  table. 

On  this  motion  Kr.  OmLMnr  required  the  yeas 
and  VAya,  and  they  were  ordered  aooordingly 
by  the  House.  Being  taken,  they  stoodr— yeas 
fiO,  noYs  186. 

So  uie  Honae  refosed  to  lay  the  subject  on 
the  table. 

A  message  was  received  £rom  the  Sraiate,  in- 
forming that  that  body  was  now  sitting  as  a 
hi^  coort  of  impeachment :  whereupon, 

The  House  reaolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to 
attend  the  trial  ttf  the  impeadunmt  of  Judge 


UoHDAT,  January  24. 
Tka  Judieiary. 

Ifr.  Davis,  of  South  OaroUna,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Jodiciary,  submitted  a  report  from 
the  m^ority  of  that  committee,  on  the  question 
of  repealing  the  26th  section  of  the  judiciary 
act  of  1769,  accompanied  by  a  bill  "  to  repeal 
the  2Sth  section  of  the  judiciary  asX  of  4th 
September,  1789." 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  same  oommittee, 
was  desirous  to  present  the  report  of  the  minor- 
ity of  the  oommittee ;  bat  ^e  Speaker  stated 
that  the  question  most  first  be  put  on  the  reading 
of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  timd,  and  a  mo- 
tion made  for  its  second  readinir;  when 

ICr.  BucaurAK  again  moved  tat  leave  to  pre- 
sent the  report  of  the  minoritj  of  the  oommit- 


[jAavABT,  1881. 

tee ;  but  the  Cliair  stated  that,  as  the  House 
could  not  entertain  two  motions  at  a  time,  that 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was 
not  now  in  order.  .He  conld  have  an  ttpgai' 
tanity  hereafter  to  in«Bwt  thti  report. 

Mr.  DwDDBiDOB  moved  the  rejection  ot  the 
bill,  and  on  his  motitm  demudea  the  yeaa  and 
nays. 

The  Spsakui  stated  that  the  qnestitm  would 
be  on  now  giving  the  bill  its  seoond  readiiw; 
and,  if  the  House  refbsa  to  order  it  to  be  read  a 
second  time,  it  would  amount  to  a  rqeotion  ttf 
it 

On  the  motion  to  read  a  aeoood  time^  Mr. 
DoDDBiDQB  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays:  pend- 
ing which  demand, 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
informing  that  that  body  was  now  sitting  as  a 
high  court  of  impeachment :  wbw^pf>Hf 

The  House  then,  on  motion,  resolved  itself 
into  a  Ounmittee  «  the  Wholc^  and  prooeedod 
to  the  8«iate,  to  attend  the  trial  ttf  thaimpeaah- 
ment  of  Judge  Peck. 


TinsDAT,  January  26. 

The  Jvdieiary. 

The  bill  yesterday  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Jndioiary,  "  to  repeal  the  35th 
section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789,"  was  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,  hoped  the  1»U 
wunU  be  allowed  now  to  be  read  the  aecoud 
time,  and  be  made  tlu  order  of  the  d^  Ibr 
Ttweday  next ;  wMoh  motion  he  made. 

The  SnAKBB  said  the  bill  could  not  take  that 
course,  onlesa  the  aentieman  from  Yirraiua  (Mr. 
Doddridoe)  wonm  oonsent  to  witlmraw  his 
opposition.  ■ 

Mr.  DoDDBUMjB  would  not  consent. 

Mr.  BnoHANAN  addressed  the  House.  He  said 
the  measure  proposed  was  one  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  be  wished  to  give  an  opportunity  for 
members  of  the  House  to  express  tneir  opinions 
on  it  freely  and  fully,  and  that  their  remarks 
might  be  sent  to  the  people.  He  was  opposed 
to  hasty  le^slation  on  impcvtant  matters :  but 
if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  wltiioraw 
his  oppoution  to  the  secwd  reacUng,  he  wodd 
move  to  postpone  the  conalderatiwi  of  the  lull 
to  Tuesday  next.  Such  a  motion,  he  preenmed, 
would  not  be  in  order  now. 

The  Sfbaebb— No.  The  Cbau-  will  read  the 
rule  of  the  House,  for  the  informatioa  of  gen- 
tiemen. 

[The  Sfbaxsb  here  read  the  rule  as  followa:] 

**The  first  rea^ng  of  a  bDI  shall  befbr  infbima- 
tion ;  and.  If  opposttion  be  made  to  It,  the  question 
shall  be,  'Shall  this  bill  be  r^ected?'  If  no  op- 
p<wltion  be  made,  or  if  the  qne^oo  te  r^ect  be 
negatired,  the  bill  shall  go  to  its  aeeond  reartli^ 
wUboat  a  question." 

Ur.  Doniunnffli  oonsented  to  withdmr  his 
opposition. 
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Mr.  Batbb  inquired  if  tiie  coorideration  of 
tiie  bill  was  postponed  to  Taeeday  next,  it 
conld  then  be  considered  in  Oommittee  of  the 
"Whde. 

The  SrauDKB  lakl,  after  tbe  bill  had  been  read  a 
seoond  time,  it  oonid  go  to  a  Cwnmittee  of  the 
Wb(^  or  bo  otherwise  Ai^Kwed  of,  as  the 
Hottse  might  ^reot. 

Mr.  Mastik  said,  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania bad  expreaeed  his  willingnera  to  hare 
a  free  and  foil  disoiisaion  of  the  subject,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Vii^nia  had  no  desire  to  smoth- 
er it.  He  (Mr.  M.)  hod  been  listening  for  rea- 
sons why  the  bill  sbonld  not  take  the  ordinary 
oofUM,  bnt  bad  heard  none.  The  bill  was  one 
of  vast  importance,  and  he  was  also  in  favor  of 
a  free  and  full  disonssion.  He  should  be  sorry 
that  the  bill  shonld  take  a  course  to  prevent  his 
hewing  the  views  of  gentlemen  on  the  subject; 
and  he  was  not  sure  t^t  he  tdionld  not  take  part 
in  a  disonssion  himself.  He  did  not  intrad 
now,  howevw,  to  oommit  himsett 

Mr.  BroRAHAN  had  no  disposition,  on  this  or 
any  other  occasion,  to  prevent  the  freest  disoos- 
rion  of  the  matter  before  the  House.  It  was  for 
tbe  purpose  of  assnring  hinraelf,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  a  qo^ion  shonld  be  taken  on  this 
bill  at  the  present  session,  that  he  had  proposed 
its  postponement  to  this  day  week.  It  would 
thus  come  up  for  consideration,  as  badness,  of 
course,  on  that  day.  Tbe  bill  will  be,  on  that 
4ay,  predsely  in  the  situation  in  which  it  Is  at 
this  moment.  It  will  stand  higher  on  the 
calendar  than  it  would  do  were  we  now  to  r^fer 
It  to  a  Oommittea  of  the  Whole  on  tAie  state  of 
the  Union.  If,  on  that  day,  it  ^onld  be  thought 
an  expedient  course,  the  bin  can  then  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  ot  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  tbe  Unioo,  as  well  as  now.  We  all 
know  that  there  are  many  sulgecte  referred  to 
the  Committee  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  we  know  that  there  is  a  vast 
mass  of  lumber  there  too.  If  this  suMeot  were 
referred  to  that  committee,  Mr.  B.  said,  such  an 
e:q)re3sion  of  the  opinion  of  this  Honse  upon 
it,  as  is  doe  to  its  importance,  and  must  be 
expected  by  the  nation^  would  not  be  obtained 
at  tiie  present  searion. 

Jtr.  Stoxbb,  <tf  New  Tcvk,  a^ed  whether 
the  qnestum  npon  the  second  reading  or  r^ec- 
tion  of  a  bQl  was  not  a  qnestion  open  to  dis- 
cnarion.  [Hie  Speakkb  answered  ttuit  it  was.] 
If  so,  said  Mr.  S.,  then  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  and  all  others,  would  have  as  full 
opportunity  as  tliey  dedred  to  debate  it, 
without  rearing  it  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDOB  sud  that  bis  objection  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill  was  prompted  by  the 
same  motives  as  hod  influeace^  the  course  of 
the  gentlemui  from  Pennsylvania,  viz.,  that  he 
might  have  it  in  his  power  to  debate  and  decide 
upon  this  bill  He  gave  way  mily  to  allow  of 
toe  motion  for  pos^nement,  and  for  no  other 
purpose.  He  snoum  not  have  made  the  objeo- 
tion  to  thA  seofmd  readini^  bnt  that  he  might 


[H.  or  S, 

subject  the  bill  to  debate,  intending  himself 
fully  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  Rahskt  asked  how  this  hill  came  to  be 
reported.  Was  there  any  petition  or  any 
instruction  to  the  committee  to  bring  this  snb- 
jeet  now  bef<nre  the  Honaet  If  the  pei^e  at 
the  United  States  do  not  ask  as  to  do  this  thing, 
said  he,  we  oof^t  not  to  take  it  up  at  all. 

Mr.  Daniel  said  that  the  Jadiaary  Commit* 
tee  bad  been  instraoted,  by  a  special  resolution, 
to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or 
modifying  the  2Sth  section  of  thejudiciary  act; 
and,  on  considering  tbe  snbject,  they  had  come 
to  the  resolntion  that  it  ou^t  to  m  repealed. 
Mr.  D.  had  no  objection  to  the  prc^posed  post- 
ponement for  a  week. 

Mr.  Abchxb  said,  if  there  is  a  majority  of  the 
House  disposed  to  obtain  a  decision  of  ibio 
qneetion,  they  oould,  at  any  time,  get  at  it  1^ 
going  into  a  Conmiittee  of  the  "Whole  oa  tbe 
state  of  tbe  Union,  shonld  it  be  refeiredf  as  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be;  to  th^  committee,  where 
it  conld  be  more  fkwly  discussed  than  in  fbt 
House.  This  mode  of  disponng  of  the  UU,  was 
better  suited  also  to  the  gravity  and  Importance 
of  the  question. 

Mr.MABTiNs^d:  Wa^this  the  ordinary  mode 
in  which  bills  were  opposed  t  Tbe  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  said  that  he  had  made  the 
motion  to  reject  this  bill,  because  it  was  a  de- 
batable one.  Bnt  certainly  all  would  admit 
that,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  discussion 
would  be  more  frAl,  more  free,  and  over  a  wider 
field.  If  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  gentle- 
man from  VirgiDta,  on  this  subject,  was  common 
to  a  majority  of  tbe  House,  he  could  at  any 
time  obtun  a  vote  to  go  into  oommittee  upon 
it.  Tbe  gentleman  shakes  bia  bead :  but  he 
can,  at  any  time,  move  to  go  into  committee  on 
tbe  state  of  the  Union,  because  such  a  motion 
has  preference  ovw  any  other.  On  tbe  other 
hand,  the  advocates  of  the  hill  will  not  shrink 
ttom  the  investi^tion  of  its  object  They  have 
no  desire  to  avoid  a  decision  upon  it,  and  will 
unite  with  its  opponents  in  bringing  it  on. 

Mr.  WicKLirFE  said  that  he  diould  be  rerr 
much  gratified  to  have  this  subject  discussed. 
But  he  wished  to  see  tbe  bill  placed  in  such  a 
situation  as  to  allow  of  an  amendment  beinj; 
offered  to  it,  f[>r  a  modification  of  the  25th  seo* 
tion  of  the  old  law,  which  be  should  prefer  to 
a  total  repeal  of  it.  Let  the  bill  he  rood  a  sec- 
ond time,  and  then  be  postponed.  When  it 
should  a^in  be  taken  up,  it  would,  be  open  to 
amendment. 

Mr.  DoDDsmox  considered  the  measure  to  be 
of  as  much  importance  as  if  it  were  a  proposi- 
tion to  repeal  the  Union  of  these  States ;  and 
for  tiiat  reason  be  could  not,  with  his  consent, 
suffer  it  to  take  tbe  course  of  an  ordinary  bill. 
If  the  House  should  overrule  the  prwosition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Fcnn^lvania,  Mr.  D.  siud- 
he  mould  then  renew  <^){ioiltion  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Eliswosth  s^d  that  he  should  regret 
any  dolar  by  this  House  oS  a  dedd<m  npon  a 
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qne^on  bo  momentotis  as  this.  It  was  becanae 
of  its  overwfaelmmg  magnitade  that  he  would 
haTS  it  aeted  upon  forthwith.  He  did  not  be- 
liere  that  there  was  a  gentlenian  within  bearing 
of  his  voice,  who  had,  at  this  moment,  any  donbt 
upon  his  mind  as  to  what  his  vote  would  be 
OQ  ihiB  question.  It  seemed  deirirable  to  bim, 
in  every  view,  that  tMs  question  ahonld  be  at 
once  decided. 

Kr.  Johnson,  of  Eentacky,  said  he  should 
vote  in  favor  of  postponement. 

[Here  the  hoar  for  moniing  borinees  ex- 
pired.] 

Bj  leave  of  the  Honse,  Mr.  BvouirAir  then 

5 resented  the  report  of  tb^  minorilj'  of  the 
odiciary  Committee  agunst  the  measure  pro- 
posed, and  that,  t(^tiier  with  the  report  of  the 
m^ority  oi  the  oommittee^  were  ordered  to  be 
prmted. 

Judffe  Peek, 
The  honr  of  twelve  was  here  annotmced  by 
the  Chtur,  and  the  House,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Mabtin  at  its  head,  proceeded  to 
attend  the  Ugh  court  of  impeadhment. 


WumsDAT,  Jannary  26. 
Oompeiuaticn  nf  Jibmben, 

The  House  reantned  the  contideratlon  of  the 
Joint  resolution  "  relative  to  the  pay  of  mem- 
oers  of  Congress ; "  together  with  the  instmo- 
tions  proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on 
Fnblio  Expenditares  when  that  resolntion  was 
last  ander  consideration. 

Mr.  Hall  proposed  a  modification  of  the  In- 
Btmotions,  by  adding  to  tiiem  a  pfoviao  that 
the  Irill,  as  proposed,  should  not  have  a  retro- 
active operatiim. 

Mr.  HoFFHAir  was  c^iposed  to  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  resolntion,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  qaestion. 

[Here  the  hoar  for  morning  business  ex- 
pired.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spbncbe,  of  New  Tork, 
three  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  Beoretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject 
of  the  cultivation  of  sugar  cane,  and  the  manu- 
factore  of  brown  sngar,  recently  transmitted  to 
OtmgreiB,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Hooae  then  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Com- 
mittee at  the  Whole,  Mr.  Mabtih  in  tiie  chair, 
and  proceeded  to  attend  the  trial  before  the 
high  coort  at  impeachment. 


Thubsdat,  January  2^. 

Competuation  of  Memberi  qf  (hngrm. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Joint  resolution  "  relative  to  the  pay  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress,"  together  with  the  motion  to 
reoonunit 


[Jakbut,  UN. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  yesterday  eallBd  Snr 
by  Mr.  HoFFifAN,  on  the  question;  bot  tiua 
<uty  the  House  refused  to  order  them. 

After  some  disoasrion,  the  previous  qnestKm 
was  demanded,  and  the  demand  was  sustained 
by  the  House.  [The  effect  of  the  previous 
question  was  to  supersede  tlie  motion  for  re- 
commitment with  instructions,  and  br4ng  the 
question  directiy  before  the  Honse  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  joint  resolution.] 

The  main  questicm  being  put  in  the  fidloiriu 
form:  **Sha!u  the  Joint  resohitioa  pBsaf*'  tt 
was  determined  in  the  afflnnative,  as  follows : 

Teis. — ^Ueseis.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Ander* 
son,  AngeL  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Noyes  Barber,  Bani- 
well,  Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekmu,  J.  Blair, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  BoultUn,  Brodbead,  Brown, 
Surges,  ButDiau,  Cahoon,  Cambreleoff,  Campbell, 
Carson,  Chandler,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  (Saj,  Condict, 
Conner,  Cooper,  Coirles,  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Crockett,  Crelghton,  Croeheroa,  Daniel,  DaTenpoH, 
W.  B.  DariB,  Deberry,  Denny,  Desha,  De  Wht, 
Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Draper,  Draytoo, 
Duncan,  Dwigfat,  Eager,  Earll,  Ellawortfa,  O.  Sraaa, 
Horace  Everett,  flndlay,  Fint^  Ford,  Ferward,  Fe^ 
ter.  Fry,  Gordon,  Green,  Hall,  Hammona,  "Bantj, 
Hawkins,  Haines,  Hodges,  Holland,  Hofifaiaii,  Hub- 
bard, Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  IngersoU,  Tbomis 
Irwin,  Jarria,  R,  H.  JobaMo,  Cave  Jtduuon,  Ken- 
dall, Kennon,  Kincud,  Perkins,  Kng,  Lamar,  Lea, 
Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Leh^r,  Loyall,  Lamp- 
kin,  Lyon,  Hasee,  Hallary,  MartindaJe,  Martin, 
Thomas  HaxweU,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCreery,  Xc- 
CoT,  Uercer,  Mitchell,  Honell,  Muhlenberg,  Nnck- 
olla,  Overton,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Powers,  bunsey, 
Bencher,  lUchardson,  Roane,  Ruasel,  Scott,  William 
B.  fihepard,  Aug.  H.  Bhei^ierd,  O^lda,  SII,  Smith, 
Sp^'ght,  Ambrose  Speneer,  IKehard  Speneer,  SUa- 
berry,  Btandefer,  &arigere,  Stephens,  WilUan  L. 
Storra,  Strong,  Swann,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  TayloriTca^ 
Wilej  Thompson,  J.  Thomson,  Tracy,  Trexvant, 
Tucker,  Tance,  Tamnm,  Verplanck,  Wayne,  Weeks, 
Whittlesey,  C.  F.White,  WIckliffe, Wilde,  WiBfaiu, 
Wilson,  Wingate,  Yancey,  Young — 159. 

Nats. — Messrs.  John  S.  Barbour,  Coleman,  Crown- 
inshietd,  Edward  Everett,  GiJther,  OoAam,  Gren- 
nell,  Gorley,  Hinds,  Hughes^  Lelper,  IDDer,  sbitoD, 
Patton,  Renon,  Bo8&  ^rigg,  Heory  R.  Storts, 
Sutberiand,  ThitoD,  Edward  D.  White— 31. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  oonourrenoe,  in  the  fc^wing  form : 

**  Sttoived  hjf  the  BenaU  and  Houu  of  Reormnt- 
ativn,  That  the  rules  of  each  Honse  shall  be  so 
amended  as  that  It  shall  be  the  imperative  doty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  andS^eaat^t-anniof 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  ascertain,  at  the 
end  of  every  session  of  Congress,  fnm  eadi 
ber  of  Congress  or  delegate  from  a  territwy,  the 
number  of  days  which  he  may  liave  been  absent 
from,  and  not  in  attendance  upon,  the  bustoess  of 
the  House;  and  in  settling  the  aooountstrf' the  Sen* 
atom,  members,  and  delegates,  there  shall  be  de- 
ducted from  the  account,  or  amount  of  pay  for 
each  sesmon,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dtdlara  per  day 
for  every  day  any  member  of  either  House,  or  dele- 
gate, shall  have  been  absent,  except  by  order,  on 
bumness  of  the  House  to  which  he  bdoogs,  or  in  con- 
eequenoe  of  riokDesL** 
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Zandt  letuem  LudUu  and  Bobertt^  Linet. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  tfr.  Stbri- 
OBO,  went  into  Oomtnittee  of  the  Whole,  Ur. 
Hovijn>  in  tho  ohur,  and  took  up  the  bill  from 
titte  Senate,  to  "amend  an  act  to  quiet  the  title 
of  certain  pordhasars  of  lands  between  the  lines 
of  Ludlow  and  Boberts,  in  the  State  of  Ohio," 
together  with  certain  amendments  proposed  hj 
ihe  Committee  on  Private  Land  Clwms. 

nChia  nbieot  has  been  lony  before  Congresa, 
and  the  debate  <hl  the  ments  of  the  oase  re- 
peatedly pnUished  in  the  InteUigenoer.  Gen- 
eral MoAithnr  and  Philip  Doddridge,  as  agents 
for  oUiers,  were  tbe  owners  of  certain  hmds 
between  uie  lines  of  Lndlow  and  Roberta,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio.  These  lands  bad  been  sold 
to  other  Individnals  by  the  United  States,  be- 
lieving them  to  be  a  part  of  tbe  national  do- 
mun,  and  tbe  proceeds  were  paid  into  the 
Treasury.  Under  this  state  of  things,  Dodd- 
ridge bad  commenoed  snit  against  Uie  pur- 
obasers,  and  the  United  States  made  themselTes 
defeadaota  in  the  case.  Li  the  Supreme  Ooort, 
a  dedrioD  vaa  made  in  favor  of  DoddridM. 
After  tliat  deoUon,  Oongress  passed  «i  act 
the  smrey  of  tbe  landg^  and  antborizing  t^e 
mx^taiMit  of  oommiawMim  to  apprtuse  t^eir 
Tuoe.  When  their  r«)ort  was  made,  tiie  Pres- 
ident of  tbe  United  States  was  authorized  to 
treat  with  MoArtbur  and  Doddridge  for  a  set- 
tlement, of  tbeir  cldms,  in  order  to  quiet  the 
titles  of  those  who  had  purchased  from  the 
United  States.  HcArtbur  agreed  to  receive 
for  lus  lands  the  valuatioa  &ced  by  tbe  ap- 
praisers. Doddridge  demanded  the  same  sum, 
with  interest,  that  had  been  pud  into  the 
Trauoiy.  An  act  bad  passed  Oongreaa,  at 
the  bat  ■eaia<Mi,  appropriating  a  sum  nf  money 
for  qnie&ig  these  titles;  and  the  bill  at 
present  rq^ted  was  to  make  a  further  ap- 
prvpriation,  to  the  use  of  Mr.  Doddridge,  for 
one  of  tiie  surveys,  which  he  bad  already  ceded 
to  the  Uidted  States,  bat  for  which  the  act  be- 
fore named  did  not  make  snffident  compenaa- 
tiou.] 

A  debate  of  some  duration  tookplace  be- 
tween Messrs.  Stebioebe,  McOot,  Wiokliffe, 
VonoH,  and  Peitis.  It  consisted  chiefly,  how- 
ever, of  explanations,  and  a  statement  of  the 
principles  on  which  Uie  bill  before  the  Honse 
was  founded.  Mr.  SiBBiaBBB  mored  that  the 
proposed  amendmenta  be  reacted. 

Mt.  Tbeztabt  had  risen  to  speak,  when 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate. 

The  Spbakbe  immediately  took  the  chair, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  announced  that 
that  body  was  nov  sitting  as  a  high  eonrt  of 
impeadunent. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Comnuttee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Mabtdt  in  tbe  chair,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Senate  chamber,  to  attend  the 
high  court  of  impeachment  sitting  for  the  trial 
dTJodgePeck. 


[H.  w  B. 

Havio«  returned,  and  reported  progreea, 
The  House  affun  resumed,  in  Oommittee  of 
tbe  Whole,  the  bill  which  was  before  that  com- 
mittee in  the  morning  relative  to  lands  between 
Lndlow  and  RolMjrts' lines :  without  continuing 
tbe  debate,  the  committee  rose,  and  rep<vtea 
progress,  and  had  leave  to  ut  again. 


Fbidat,  January  28. 
Sti/rphu  Setmue. 

Mr.  Poix,  from  tbe  Sdeot  Oommittee  to 
vMch  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Ibasage  of 
the  Preddent  of  tbe  United  States,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  sesai<m;,  as  rdates  to  the  die* 
tribution  of  tiie  surplus  revenue,  made  a  report, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  to  print  6,000  copies  of 
the  report;  which  motion  lies  one  d^  <hl  the 
table. 

Mr.  Whtte,  of  New  York,  moved  for  the 
printing  of  8,000  copies  of  the  reports  of  the 
m^ority  and  minority  of  the  Oommittee  on  the 
Judiciary,  relative  to  repealing  the  twenty-fifth 
notion  of  the  Jndii^ary  law  of  1769 ;  which 
motion  lies  one  day. 

The  Judiciary. 
Ttr.  Lbookptb  submitted  tbe  following : 
Itetolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  JucUdsry 
be  instructed  to  inqture  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  so 
that  the  judges  of  the  Snpreme  Court  and  of  the 
inferior  courts  shall  bold  their  respective  offices  for 
a  term  of  years. 

Mr.  WmTTLEsBT  demanded  the  question  of 
consideration,  and 

Mr.  Vahce  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question. 

They  were  ordered  by  the  Hous^  and,  being 
taken,  stood— yeas  61,  nays  IIS. 

So  the  House  refused  to  consider  the  resoln* 
tion. 

£h^enmo/the  Impeaehmmt. 

Mr.  Eliawobth  stated  that  the  witnesses  at- 
tending on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck  could  not 
be  disoiarged  until  they  were  paid ;  and  be 
moved  to  suspend  the  consideration  of  any 
other  business  on  tbe  table,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
DwiOBt  in  the  chair,  and  took  np  the  bill 
"making  provision  for  the  compensation  of  the 
tt^itnesses,  and  other  expenses  attending  the 
trial  of  Judge  Peck,"  together  witbthe  amend- 
ments reported  the  OtnmiUttee  on  tiie  Ju- 
diciary. 

[The  gross  sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated 
by  the  Senate's  bilL  amounted  to  $12,000 ;  by 
the  proposed  amendments,  that  amount  was  in- 
creased to  $18,500.] 

Mr.  Polk  sdd  the  bill  provided  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  vritneases,  both  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  and  the  respondent.  In  all 
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H.  OF  R.] 

State  proseontioDs,  the  defendant  always  paid 
his  own  witnesses,  and  he  thought  the  United 
States  would  do  eoongh  to  compeasate  the  wit- 
noMCB  on  the  part  ot  the  proseontion.  He  re- 
qoested  informalaon  as  to  what  had  been  the 
usage  in  former  cases  of  impeaohmeDt  under 
tids  QoTemment 

Kr.  EuswoBTTH  replied  that,  in  the  case  of 
Judge  Ohase,  tiie  United  States  had  paid  the 
witnesses  on  both  sides.  He  was  not  positive 
as  to  the  other  cases.  He  would  remark,  that 
it  would  tend  to  the  utter  rain  of  any  individ- 
ual brought  before  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  for  trial,  if  he  were  to  be  compelled  to 
compensate  his  own  witnesses.  It  was  right 
and  proper  that  the  Qovemn^t  should  pay  all 
the  witnesses  attending  trials  of  impeaohmaita ; 
and  ^vhethw  Judge  Peck  should  or  should  not 
be  cleared,  it  was  obvioos  that,  if  he  were  to 
be  compelled  to  pay  his  witnesses,  he  was  a 
ndned  man. 

ifr.  Cabson  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  pro- 
posed to  be  amended.  If  a  precedent  was  now 
established,  that  the  United  States  were  not 
to  pay  witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  persons  ac- 
cused in  trials  of  impeachment,  no  futaro  prose- 
cution would  take  place,  how6ver  ara^avated 
might  he  tho  offence  committed.  No  man 
would  undertake  it.  There  was  no  analogy 
between  the  ordinary  trials  in  the  States  and 
a  trial  in  the  Senate  of  the  Unked  States.  In 
tiie  latter^  witnesses  had  generally  to  be 
brought  ftom  a  dtotance,  often  very  great,  as 
in  the  present  case,  and  their  detention  here 
was  bom  long  and  expensive.  What  possible 
chance  was  there,  he  would  ask,  that  an  indi- 
vidnal  conld  clear  himself  of  on  alleged  crime, 
if  he  was  obliged  to  pay  his  own  witnesses  ? 
Ko  man  could  clear  himself,  for  no  man  could 
afford  the  expense.  In  bis  opinion,  for  the 
United  States  to  refuse  to  pay  witnesses  in  trials 
of  the  kind  referred  to,  womd  amount  to  a  pos- 
itive denial  of  justice. 

The  question  was  demanded,  and  the  amend- 
ments offered  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  reported  the  bill  as  amended ; 
the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Landt  between  Ludlow  and  Boberti  Zinei. 

The  House  resumed,  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act  to  qniet  the 
title  of  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  b^ween 
the  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Boberts,  in  the  St^ 
of  Ohio,"  Mr.  HowABD  in  the  ch^r. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place  be- 
tween Mesne.  TsazvijiT,  Wiokuffe,  and  Vin- 
T0»,  when  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  were  disar 
greed  to,  and  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House. 

The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  rcgectlng  the  proposed  amend- 
ments, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 


[JAmaxr^UlL 


Jiidf/e  Put. 

The  hour  of  12  haviog  arrived,  the  Botsn 
again  resolved  itMdf  into  a  Committee  of  Uie 
Whole,  Mr.  MAxmcin  the  dudr,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Senate  to  attend,  b^bre  tiie  iugh  «oatt 
oS  impeachment,  the  trial  of  Judge  Paw. 


SAxmouT,  January  29. 

JTke  JtuHeiarjf. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  25th  section  of  the  ju- 
diciary act,  passed  on  the  4th  September,  1789, 
coming  op,  the  question  being  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Bdohahah  to  postpone  the  motion  that 
the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  osl  Tmaday 
next- 
Mr.  Cbawfobd,  after  a  few  remarks,  de> 
manded  the  previous  questirai ;  whicli  was  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Doddudoe  that  the  bill  be  re- 
jected. 

The  demand  was  sustained — ^yeas  81,  n^  69. 

The  question  was  thm  pot,  "  Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?  " 

And  it  was  determined  la  the  affirmative- 
yeas  76,  nays  68. 

The  main  question  waa  then  put,  viz. :  Shall 
the  billber^ectedl" 

And  it  was  detenoined  In  the  affirmative  as 
follows: 

TiAS. — ^Messrs.  Andefsoo,  Armstroiw,  Arnold, 
Bailey,  Noyes  Barber,  Joha  S.  Barbow,  Barring«r, 
Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekmfeu,  John  BUr,  Bsc- 
kee,  Boon,  Borst,  Bradhead,  Brown,  BodiuMo, 
Burges,  Butmsn,  Cafaoon,  Chilton,  Clark,  Condtci, 
Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane,  Grawfari. 
Crockett,  Creighton,  Grocberon,  Crowninslueld, 
John  Davis,  Deberry,  Denny,  De  Witt,  Dickinson, 
Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Drayton,  Dwight,  Eager,  Eatll, 
Ellsworth,  Q.  Evans,  Jo^ua  Evans,  Edward  Evn^ 
ett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Forward,  ¥ty,  Gilmore,  Goi^ 
bam,  Green,  Grennell,  Guriey,  HsJscy,  Heicpfaill, 
Hodges,  Holland,  HoSbian,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Hughes,  Hunt,  HunUngton,  Ibrie,  Ingersoll,  Wil&am 
W.  Irvin,  Thomas  Irwin,  Johns,  Gave  Johnson, 
Kendall,  Kennon,  Kincaid,  Feridni  Ein^  Adan 
Ximt,  Leavitt,  Leipcr,  Lent,  Letober,  HagM,  HaUa- 
ry,  Hartindale,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McGreery,  ItcDoCe, 
Hclntire,  Mercer,  Miller,  Hitcbell,  HoocU,  Muhlen- 
berg, Norton,  Fearce,  Fierson,  Powers,  Beed,  Rich- 
ardson, Rose,  Russel,  Sauford,  Scott,  AVaiiam  B.  Shep- 
ard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sill,  ^Kigfat, 
Ambrose  Spencer,  Richard  Spenocr,  Sprigg,  &ande- 
fer,  Sterigere,  Henry  R.  Stom,  WitUamU  Stem, 
Strong,  Sutheriand,  Swann,  Swift,  Ti^lor,  Test,  J. 
Thomson,  Tance,  Vamum,  Ycrplanck,  Yintoit, 
Washington,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  C.  F.  White,  Ed- 
ward D.  White,  Williams,  Wilson,  Wingate,  Yonng 
—188. 

Nats. — Means.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Angd, 
Barnwell,  Bell,  James  BUr,  Booltfin,  OaDibrelug, 
Campb^,  Chandler,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coleman,  Cob> 
ner,  Daniel,  Davenport,  W.  R.  Davis,  Desha,  Draper, 
Foster,  Gaitber,  Gktrdon,  Hall,  Harvey,  Haynea, 
Hinds,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  I^nar,  Le- 
compte,  Lewis,  LovaU,  Lumiridn,  Lvon,  Martin, 
Thomas  Maxwell,  McCoy,  NnckoUa,  Ctrerton,  P«ft- 


nu  Judidarg. 
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Jmubt,  1881.] 

ion,  Fettii,  Folk,  Potter,  Boane,  WUej  Tbompson, 
IVrarant,  Tndwr,  uneUilb,  Wilde,  Taneer— fil. 
Bo  the  Un  was  r^eeted. 

The  House  resamed  the  consideratioii  of  the 
reBoIntioD  sabmitted  bj  Hr.  Hatbtu  eome  dajs 
UDoe,  relative  to  brown  sugar. 

Mr.  Whitb,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that  when  this 
fubject  came  up  in  order,  It  was  laid  over  for  a 
specific  object  I,  mjrs^  moved  its  postpooe- 
muit,  as  well  from  my  own  conviction  {hT  the 
propriety  of  the  ttep,  as  at  the  instance  and 
snggesdML  of  some  other  gentlemen.  The  ob* 
Jeet  alhided  to  was,  to  let  in  a  report  on  the 
Bolject.  which  we  were  daily  expecting  to  re- 
oeive  from  the  Treasury  Department,  in  com- 
plianoe  with  a  call  from  this  House.  That  re- 
port,  sir.  has  nnce  been  sent  hi,  but,  being  of 
some  Tolame,  the  public  printer  has  not  nad 
time  enongh  to  lay  it  on  our  tables.  This  cir- 
couiBtance  I  regret  aa  much  as  any  one  can ; 
yet  it  does  present  the  question,  how  far  it  is 
proper  to  proceed  without  it.  Several  gentle- 
men have  mentioned  the  subject  to  me  ■  and 
one  among  the  number  intimated  that,  if  I  did 
not  move  its  further  postponement,  he  would. 
As  to  myself,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  it 
would  not  be  over  respectful  to  the  gentleman 
who  presides  in  the  department,  to  take  no 
heed  of  a  document  which  we  have  caused  him 
to  prepare  wiUi  no  inoonMderable  labor.  Be- 
sides, 1  foel  that  I  shall  be  wantiiw  in  defw- 
ence  to  the  people  where  I  live,  if  I  neglected 
to  use,  and  to  imbue  the  House,  as  far  as  de- 
pends on  me,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  facts 
which  they  have  taken  so  much  pains  to  em- 
body. There  is  another  condderation :  we  are 
bound  by  the  rule  we  have  adopted  to  attend 
in  the  Senate,  during  this  week,  on  the  debate 
of  the  impeachment  we  have  preferred  agunst 
Judge  Peek.  The  hand  on  the  dial  plate  indi- 
cates that  but  five  minates  oonld  now  be  allot- 
ted to  the  Bulyeot.  For  these  reasons,  air,  I 
move  its  fhrther  postponement  nntil  next 
Wednesday,  in  the  nope  that  it  may  be  then 
taken  np,  and  prosecuted  to  a  termination. 
"Om  motion  fverailed. 


HoHDJLT,  January  81. 

Judge  Ptek, 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Hr.  SpmoHT, 
reaolTod  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
Ifr.  OAKBBKLnra  in  the  duur ;  and,  on  motion 
of  Ur.  Hatxw,  proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to  at- 
tend the  fhrtber  trial  of  Judge  Pe^  befbre  tibe 
Yof^  ooort  of  impeachment  Having  returned, 
the  (duuman  reported  that  the  oommittee,  in 
puntumoe  of  the  order  of  the  House,  had  at- 
tended the  trial  of  Jndge  Peck ;  and  that  the 
Senate  bad  pronounced  judgment  in  the  case, 
and,  a  vote  of  32  to  31,  bad  ref^tsed  to  so»- 
tata  the  impeachment  pre^red  by  the  House ; 
and  that  the  court  had  adionmed  tine  dta,  ' 
Tob2L-M 


[H.  OP  B. 


Ulinoit  and  Midhigan  Canal 

The  Honw  proceeded  to  the  constderaticm 
of  the  motion  made  on  t^e  6th  instant,  to  re- 
consider the  vote  -by  which  was  rejected  the 
bill  to  authorize  a  change  in  the  dLsposnl  of  the 
land  granted  for  the  coustmotion  of  the  Sli- 
nois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

Mr.  Dvxo^N  hoped  the  motion  for  reconmd- 
eration  would  prevail,  and  that  the  bill  wonld 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  some  day  cer- 
tain ;  and  he  called  fbr  tin  reading  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Oommittee  on  Public  Lands,  which 
oommittee  reported  the  bill.  It  was  read  by 
the  Olerk. 

Mr.  Vaitok  moA  that,  when  the  blD  was  taken 
up  before,  he  was  de^rous  of  offering  an  amend- 
ment, with  a  view  to  meet  the  views  of  genUe- 
meo.  If  no  other  member  did,  he  shooM  take 
occasion,  if  the  House  agree  to  reconsider  the 
bill,  to  submit  an  amendment,  so  as,  if  possible, 
to  meet  the  views  of  geotlemen,  and  secure  the 
passage  of  the  bill  in  the  best  possible  shape. 

Mr.  BuNOAiT  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
who  had  made  the  motion  to  reconsider,  had 
stated  to  the  House,  at  the  time  of  doing  so, 
that  he  did  it  with  a  view  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, proposing  to  appropriate  money,  in  lieu 
of  scrip,  to  fud  the  State  of  Illinois  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  proposed  canal.  U  gentlemen 
would  prefer  the  appropriation  of  money,  he 
had  no  objection ;  though,  for  his  own  part,  he 
should  be  perfectiy  satisfied  with  scrip.  Gen- 
tiemen  were  mistaken  in  the  idea  that  the  scrip 
would  be  sacrificed.  Lands  to  the  amount  of 
$860,000  had  been  sold  in  the  State  of  Illinois 
the  last  year ;  it  was  proposed  by  the  bill  to 
apply  but  $50,000  worth  of  scrip  in  a  year ; 
and  it  was  evident  that  it  would  be  equal  to 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Bbll  had  voted  for  the  ori^nal  bill,  and 
stated  the  gronnds  npcm  which  he  did  so.  He 
shoold  be  opposed  to  an  amendment  like  the 
one  suggested,  and  could  not  vote  for  the  re- 
consideration, tiiongh  he  had  Toted  fbr  the 
oiwnally. 

Ju*.  YjUTOe  B^d  that,  for  himself^  he  was 
willing  to  take  the  bill  as  it  was ;  but  it  did 
not  appear  to  be  so  framed  as  to  satisfy  gen- 
tlemen ;  and  with  a  view  to  ^ve  more  general 
satisfaction,  the  motion  bad  been  made  to  re- 
consider, so  as  to  submit  the  amendment  sug- 
gested. 

Mr.  Ibvin,  of  Ohio,  with  a  new,  as  he  said, 
to  have  done  with  the  subject  fbr  the  present 
session,  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  reoonnd- 
eration  on  the  table. 

The  moti(m  was  negatived. 

The  qnestioB  was  then  pnt  upon  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  had 
been  reacted,  and  was  dedded  in  the  negative 
—yeas  8S,  najB  109. 

Jamet  Monroe. 

The  Honse  took  np  the  bill  for  the  r^ef  of 
James  Monroe. 
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Wood  for  (Afl  Poor  Iff  GwrgeloKn. 


The  qaestioD  was  taken  on  agreeing  with  the 
Oomraittee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the 
enacting  claase  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  80,  nays  100. 

Ur.  Kbboeb  then  moved  to  strike  ont  all  af- 
ter the  enacting  claiue  of  the  Ull,  and  insert 
the  amendment  which  he  had  before  read. 
Fending  which  motioD. 

lb*.  WnxiAifB  moved  an  a^onmment, 

Vr.  Datu,  of  Massachusetts,  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman wonid  withdraw  the  motion  for  one 
minate,  to  enable  fiim  to  ask  leave  <tf  absence 
for  his  ooUeagoe  (Mr.  Ooboui)  for  ten  days. 

Mr.  Vnxujn  eoneenting,  leave  waa  granted, 
as  requested. 


TuWDAT,  Fehraary  1. 

The  resolntion  (tf  llx.  Fom&  to  amend  the 
mie  which  limits  debate  on  restuatifHU  and  the 

Sresentation  of  reports  to  one  hour  in  each 
ay,  was  ag»n  taken  up. 
[When  Uiis  resoiation  was  under  considera- 
tion a  few  days  ago,  Mr.  Pottxb  made  a  few 
observations  in  regard  to  it,  one  of  whidt 
produced  a  general  smile  in  the  House.  Ad< 
verting  to  the  operation  of  the  rule  which 
limits  the  consideration  of  resolutions  to  a 
single  hour  on  each  day,  frequently  cntting 
off  a  speech  which  might  have  been  near 
its  conclusion  but  for  the  intervention  the 
rule,  he  said  that  tiie  effect  of  it  was  to  give 
time  to  the  orator  to  recuperate,  and  resume 
his  speech  &e  next  dar  with  fresh  materialsand 
fresh  vigor.  Mr.  P.  uad  searoel/  prtmounoed 
these  words,  when  the  Speaker  apprised  the 
gentleman  Uiat  the  hour  had  expired,  and  he 
must  suspend  his  further  observations  for  this 
di^.  Whereupon,  Mr.  P.  observed  that  there 
could  not  have  been  a  better  illustration  of  the 
remark  which  he  had  just  made,  than  that 
which  the  present  case  furnished,  if  he  should 
feel  disposed  to  avul  himself  of  the  interval  ot 
a  day  to  prepare  a  set  speech.] 

Mr.  FoTTSB  spoke  of  the  numerous  and  com- 
plicated rules  of  the  House,  and  of  the  many 
instances  in  which  gentlemm  were  declared  to 
be  oat  of  order,  from  the  want  of  a  proper 
knowledge  ^  them.  He  concluded  by  moving 
torefo'-the  restdation  to  a  Sele<A  Oommittee, 
with  instmctioDS  to  amend  the  rules  generally. 

Mr.  MnoxB  had  one  suggestion  to  make. 
By  the  present  rule  of  the  House,  should  the 
previous  question  be  demanded,  and  sustained, 
It  shut  out  all  amendments  which  had  been 
previously  made  to  a  bill,  and  the  question  re- 
curred on  the  original  bill  itself.  He  hoped  that 
the  mid  would  undergo  an  amendment,  so  as 
to- avoid  this  ungular  operation. 
Ihe  resolution  was  thai  agreed  to. 

The  SfUkbb  laid  before  tbe  House  a  letter 
from  the  Mi^or  of  Georgetown,  relttive  to  the 


distressed  situation  of  the  poor  of  that  cityr 
and  soliciting  the  House  to  grant  a  donaticA  ot 
some  of  the  wood  in  the  vaults  of  ttte  o^riitol 
for  their  present  use. 

Mr.  Washikotos  would  not  take  up  the  timtf 
oi  the  House  in  exfrfaining  the  neeeesity  tot  act- 
ing inunediatdty  on  the  application  jnst  made^ 
The  letter  samciwtb^  explMned  Uaelf.  and  he 
should  ocmtent  hbusdbT  with  ^ply  snbmittiiig 
the  following  resolution : 

RetiAved^  Ihat  the  Cleric  of  the  House  is  hereby 
authorised  and  directed  to  cause  thirty  cords  of 
wood  to  be  deUvered  to  the  vder  of  the  Mayor  of 
Geoigetown,  fi»  the  use  of  the  sidfering  poor  of 
thattowiL 

Mr.  Polk  knew  it  was  an  ungracious  task  to 
<^pose  a  resolution  in  behalf  of  the  Buffering 

E>or  of  this  District,  or  any  other  country, 
e  must  be  permitted  to  remark,  however, 
that  the  precedent  of  ivprc^niating  the  pnl^ 
funds  for  such  purposes  was  a  bM  one.  The 
resolution  now  befine  the  House  had  oome  npon 
it  suddenly,  and  it  was  not  of  suiScient  eonae- 
quence  to  move  its  poatponementb  He  recol- 
lected that,  some  years  ago,  there  was  a  fire  in 
the  Distrid^  to  be  seeu  icom  the  windows  of 
the  c«f>itol,  and  an  ^plication  was  immedi- 
ately made  for  extending  relief  to  the  sufferers. 
While  he  was  disposed  to* do  full  justice  to  the 
motives  which  prompted  members,  on  titat  oo- 
casion,  to  draw  money  from  the  TreaMiry  for 
the  relief  of  the  sufferers,  he  would  aak,  was 
the  course  adopted  a  proper  one  1  Was  the 
ohli^tion  to  ouitrihate  to  tiw  relief  of  aoffer- 
ors  within  the  tea  miles  square,  greater  than  to 
those  of  other  parts  of  the  Union  f  The  ver7 
same  day  that  the  fire  occurred  in  AlexaodriSj 

Eroperty,  to  a  far  greater  extent,  was  destroyed 
y  the  same  element  in  Oindnnati,  Ohio ;  but 
he  had  never  heard  that  those  sufl««rs  applied 
to  Congress  for  relief.  There  were  many  suffer- 
ers in  the  United  States — many  objects  of  charity 
— ^but  they  did  not  call  upon  Oongre^  to  help 
them.  Continue  to  pass  resolutions  of  the 
character  of  that  now  before  the  House,  and 
what  would  be  tbe  oonsequenoe  t  Why,  every 
winter,  when  the  snow  fell,  or  the  Potomac 
was  frozen  over,  applications  would  be  made  to 
Congress,  and  members  would  be  engaged  in 
the  dignified  ol:{]ect  <^  baying  and  stowing 
wood,  to  give  to  tiie  poor  of  the  IMstriot 
Columbia.  Mr.  P.  remarked  that,  in  oppoung 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration,  he  did 
it  on  principle :  the  House  had  not  the  power 
to  make  the  donation  requested.  He  might  be 
told  that  Con^iress  was  the  exclusiTc  Le^sla- 
ture  for  the  District.  Be  it  so.  But  waa  that 
any  good  reason  that  they  should  give  away  all 
the  revenue  of  tbe  nation  to  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  t  If  so,  the  poor  of  the 
other  sections  of  the  country  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  oome  and  sit  down  here,  in  this  District) 
and  apply  to  Congress  for  relief.  It  was  not 
to  the  (unount  prtHtosed  to  be  given  that  he  ob- 
jected—no,  not  the  paltry  ooat  a£  thirty  oords 
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wood ;  W  he  would  state  that  gentlemeu 
come  here  to  Uoialate  on  the  great  oonoems  of 
the  Uaion,  ana  not  to  give  away  the  public 
prop^y.  It  was  not  moavf  from  the  Treasu- 
'  ry,  but  the  expense  was  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
eontingent  fhnd  of  this  Honse.  That  fiind  was 
Toted  for  the  nse  of  the  House ;  there  should 
be  some  discretion  la  its  ^plicstion ;  and  if 
we  may  give  away  a  part  of  it,  for  pnrposes 
other  than  for  what  it  was  intended,  we  may 
cire  away  the  whole.  He  mi^t  well  address 
himself  on  this  oeoauon,  to  those  who,  by  the 
OHration  of  the  preTioos  qnesUon,  had  ont  off 
iO  <^^>ortnni^  of  remark  on.  a  fOTmer  ^ilar 
nbject  Their  motirea  were  kind,  no  donbt, 
and  he  gave  them  cre^t  for  fhem :  a  serere 
rtonn  was  raging,  and  they  yielded  to  thdr 
feetings  aa  men.  Ko  sneh  reason  conld  be 
vged  now,  however ;  for  the  present  was  one 
of  the  most  pleasant  days  they  had  ei^oyed 
for  some  time.  Bat  it  was  eud  the  poor  of 
Geot^getown  were  soffertng — so  may  he  the 
poor  of  New  York,  asA  other  aeotions  of  the 
Union.  In  oonclosion,  he  tmsted  that  the 
House  would,  by  its  vote  to-day,  pat  a  check 
to  k^iilation  on  matters  of  this  sort. 

Us,  Bun,  of  fiontli  Oarolina,  contended 
fhit  it  was  not  oMnpetent  for  the  House  to 
tote  dmationa  of  fhel  for  tin  people  of  the 
District.  If  so,  it  woidd  haTO  power  also  to 
vote  raUlions  of  the  pnblio  money  to  &ed  and 
tlothe  the  snffering  poor  of  the  District.  The 
House  had  no  right  to  give  away  the  pahlic 
mon^  for  ai^  snoh  purpose ;  and  if  gentlemen 
were  diqiosed  to  he  liberal^  let  them  be  liberal 
ont  of  Uieir  own  money.  He,  therefore, 
moTed  the  following  sabetitnte,  by  way  of 
uoendmenti,  viz : 

"Th&t  the  SergeaDt-At-&rnis  be  required  to  de- 
doet  from  the  compensation  orthe  members  of  this 
HtKise  one  d&y's  pay,  sad  delirer  said  sum  to  the 
Mayor  of  Georgetown,  to  be  applied  to  purchase  fuel 
for  the  paopeTBof  that  town;  Provided,  nevertheleu, 
that  nch  dednetimdiall  be  made  from  tbeoompen- 
aation  of  hneh  members  wly  18  TOta  in  ftror  of  tills 

Str.  Polk  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on  the 
amendment,  ohserripg  that  he  would  vote  for 
it  with  the  greatest  pleasare. 

Ifr.  Btobbb,  of  New  York,  asked,  what  was 
the  L^&latnre  of  the  District  of  Colombia? 
As  the  aoawer  to  that  qaeation  wonld  imply 
the  power  of  the  Hoase  to  pant  the  proposed 
TbWtt,  yet  not  to  grant  a  smiilar  relief  to  the 
people  of  Ohio,  or  any  other  State  having  ita 
own  L^gislBture,  Congress  stood  in  the  same 
relation  to  this  Territory  aa  the  Legislature  of 
Xew  York  did  to  hers.  He  concluded  a  few 
remarks,  by  demanding  the  prevloas  question. 

The  call  was  seconded,  90  to  86 ;  and  the 
main  qnestaon  was  ordered. 

The  eflbet  of  this  deoinon  bdng  to  set  aside 
the  amendment  of  ISx,  Blaib,  the  question  was 
pnt  on  agreeing  to  the  resolntion,  aoA.  detdded, 
by  yeaa  and  naya,  in  the  affinnanve— yeaa  108, 
nays  79. 


Judicial  CcntempU, 

1&.  Dbapbb,  of  Yirfpida,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  submitted  for  oonridaration  the  foDow- 
lug  resolntion : 

Ettolved,  That  the  Comnuttee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  directed  to  Inqnire  into  the  expediency  m 
defining  by  statnte  all  offences  which  m»  be  pmt* 
isbed  aa  contempts  of  the  conrts  of  the  Uiuted 
StatflB. 

Mr.  Drapkb  said  that  he  had  offered  this 
resolution  under  the  deepest  sense  of  duty.  It 
waa  not  hi^  intention,  he  said,  on  this  occasion, 
to  antate  a  questicm  which  had  been  recently 
mnch  agitated  elsewhere.  But,  a^  he,  I  do 
wish  to  know  upon  what  tenure  the  people 
this  country  hold  their  liberties.  I  wish  to 
know  whether,  if  I  myself  choose  to  go  into 
the  public  newspapers  to  vindicate  any  vote  I 
give  here,  it  be  not  competent  for  any  man, 
who  thinks  proper  to  do  so,  to  enter  the  same 
forum,  upon  eqnal  ground,  to  show  that  mj 
opinion  ie  wrong.  If  I,  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  or  this  House  as  a  body,  ahoald  set  forth 
to  the  world  any  opinion  npon  a  matter  before 
OB,  has  not  any  one  a  righ^  through  the  same 
medium,  to  question  the  correctness  of  that 
opinion  ?  Does  not  that  opinion,  from  the  mo* 
ment  of  its  publication,  become  pnblio  proper- 
ty ?  Does  vt  not  presnit  aa  Uis  a  snbjeot  fat 
diacusrion  as  any  tnat  can  be  presented  to  the 
mind  of  man  >  The  otjeet  of  sacAi  a  pnblioir 
tion  q£  an  opidon  is  to  convinoe  the  readers  of 
it  that  a  certun  proposition  is  right.  If  the 
object  of  a  publication  be  to  convinoe  the  pub- 
lic at  large  that  any  particular  proportion  an.- 
tated  here  is  correct,  is  it  not  competent  for 
any  citizen  to  call  into  question  the  correctness 
of  snch  an  opinion  f  Surely  it  is.  If,  then, 
we  have  not  the  power  of  promulgating  our 
opinions,  under  the  protection  of  a  garb  of  offi- 
cial sant^ty,  I  should  like  to  know  if  any  other 
department  of  the  Government  has  a  right  to 
go  before  the  public  with  a  vindication  of  its 
(^Hoiona,  without  any  tatisen  who  chooses  hav- 
ing the  right  of  reply  to  them,  or  comment 
upon  them.  This  ho^  has,  I  adJnit,  a  right  to 
preserve  dectKum  and  order  within  titiese  walla, 
and  to  remove  from  within  them  any  one  who 
may  disturb  the  proceedings  of  this  House. 
But  if,  after  having  acted  upon  any  subject,  a 
majority  of  this  House  shall  choose  to  go  into 
the  newspapers,  to  state  the  grounds  on  which 
we  have  acted,  I  maintain  that  any  citizen 
whatever  has  a  right  to  meet  us  there,  and  con- 
test those  grounds.  Any  solitary  individual 
has,  under  such  circumstances,  a  right  to  meet 
and  confront  the  whole  body  of  the  majority 
of  this  House.  If  this  reasoning  iq>ply  to  thie 
legislative  body,  does  it  not,  in  an  equal  dwiee, 
apply  to  every  other  department  m  the  Oot- 
ernment  f  I  muntain  thi^  it  does.  Whenever 
an  individual  in  office  lays  aBide  hia  offidal  e»- 
paotty,  and  endeavora  by  azgoment  and  reaam 
to  convinoe  others  that  ai^  thing  vrhioh  he  haa 
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done  c^ciaUj,  has  been  done  properly,  he  bu 
a  ri^t  to  be  met  hj  wluKmoerer,  differing  in 
opinion  from  him,  in  anj  fomm  wnioh  he  him- 
■elf  may  select  Beiieving  thla,  I  hare  pre- 
pared this  reaolotiion,  under  a  deep  sense  of  the 
antj  which  I  owe,  not  only  to  mjself,  bat  to 
the  sixty  thousand  freemen  wtiom  I  represent 
on  this  floor.  I  am  not  for  holding  my  liberty 
for  one  moment  at  the  discretion  of  any  indi- 
vidnaL  It  may  be  sud,  air,  in  oppoution  to 
the  object  of  tlus  resolution,  that  there  will 
be  dimcolty  in  defining  oontempta  of  court. 
Thongfa  this  may  hb  trae,  we  shall  find  no  diffl- 
odty In  defining  what  are  not  cont«npts.  We 
can  onbraoe,  in  any  legal  provision  on  this  sabl- 
Jeot,  many  oases  which  are  not  ocmtempts. 
we  might  say,  for  example,  that  it  wonld  not 
be  a  contempt  of  court  to  express  an  opinion 
upon  any  deddoa  finally  malae  in  court,  &c. 
We  might  declare  that  it  should  not  be  a  con- 
tempt of  court  in  any  one  to  say  that  a  jndge 
is  not  immaculate.  I  beg  not  to  be  understood, 
said  Mr.  D.,  as  here  referring  to  a  case  which 
has  been  l^Iy  before  the  other  branch  of  this 
Legislature,  sitting  as  a  high  oonrt  of  impeach- 
ment. Far  be  it  from  me  to  reflect  upon  the 
oondoct  of  any  individnal,  who  for  such  con- 
duct has  been  oonstitutuHially  tried,  and  legally 
acquitted.  But  the  law  ought  to  be  so  dear, 
that  eveiy  individnal  may  be  able  to  looK  to 
the  statute  book,  and  know  whether,  in  any 
thing  that  he  may  do,  he  acts  within  the  law 
or  not.  For  the  security  of  the  rights  of  the 
whole  people,  and  for  no  purpose  of  invidious 
alluidon  or  personal  gratlfioation,  I  invite  this 
inquiry.  It  is  proper,  tar,  that  every  individual 
in  the  community  should  know  what  are  the 
laws  which  he  is  bonnd  to  obserre  at  the  peril 
<ii  his  liberty. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDOB,  concurring  with  his  col- 
league in  the  expediency  of  this  inqnirjr,  sug- 
gerted  to  him  the  proprie^  of  modiiymg  his 
reeolntion,  bj  adding  to  it  these  words ;  "and 
also  to  limit  the  punishment  Ua  the  same." 
Mr,  Dhapeb  accepted  this  modification. 
Thus  modified,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Claim  of  Jamu  Monrot. 
The  House  took  up  for  consideration  the 
amendment  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Mbb- 
ou  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe ; 
which  was  as  follows : 

"Strike  out  from  tba  bffl  sit  that  follcnra  the 
enscUog  clause  iwd  insert — 

"That  the  proper  acoonntbg  officers  of  the 
Treasury,  under  the  superviaoa  and  direcdou  of  tbe 
Saoratary  of  Wu>,  and  sidiijeet  to  the  ai^iroval  of 
the  Fieddent  tS.  the  United  Statce,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorised  to  adjust  and  settle  all  the 
accounts  and  claims  of  James  Konroe,  late  Presi- 
deot  of  the  United  States,  upon  piinciploe  of  justice 
and  equity. 

"And  b$  it  further  enacted,  That,  so  soon  as  any 
amount  shall  have  beoi  fbund  doe  to  the  s^d 
James  Monroe,  it  dtall  be  pdd  to  Um  oat  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwiae  apprnin- 
ated.** 
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Mr.  WiLUAira  moved  to  amend  the  amcHod- 
ment,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  IVeas- 
niy,  and  inserting  the  following : 

"Be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorised  and  & 
reoted  to  examina  and  adjust  all  tlie  aeeonnts  and 
claims  of  James  Monroe,  late  Preddent  of  Uia 
United  States,  upon  the  principles  of  Jnstice  and 
equity. 

"And  U  it  further  tnaet^  That  the  amount  of 
the  several  accounts  and  ckims,  wbec  examined 
and  adjusted,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  together  with 
the  prmcli^e  on  which  each  item  Is  Ibuaded,  shaD 
be  reported  to  Congress  for  final  decidoa  and 
aOowsnce.". 

Mr.  WiLUAMs  addressed  the  House  in  aapport 
of  his  amendment, 

Mr.  Spehcsb,  of  Hew  York,  preferred  th« 
amendment,  submitted  by  Mr.  Mwwbb,  to  that 
then  under  eonsideration. 

Mr.  Chiltos  addressed  the  House  at  some 
length  against  the  dum,  and  replied  to  the  re- 
marks of  Messrs.  Spxnokb,  Etsbbtt,  and  Mkb- 
oBB.  Of  the  two,  he  had  a  preferenoe  for  that 
of  Mr.  Wqxiahb,  but  thought  Oongress,  instead 
of  Mr.  Hagner,  should  settle  the  claim. 

Mr.  SroHBa,  of  New  York,  thought  it  would 
be  perfectly  safe  to  refer  the  accounts  of  Mr. 
Monroe  to  the  accounting  offioera.  He  hoped 
they  wonld  be  settled  by  uiem,  and  never  come 
before  Oongress  again. 

Mr,  HiniTixaTOK  wonld  vote  tor  the  amoid- 
ment  of  Mr.  Vnxuiu,  and  tnisted  that,  if  that 
should  not  prevail,  the  House  would  act  upon 
the  mattM-  at  <moe, 

Mr.  Maulakt  was  decidedly  in  favOT  of  the 
claim,  and  would  have  been  willing  to  relieve 
the  distinguished  individual  referrad  to  from 
all  his  raabarrassmeots.  He  should  support  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  frtnn  Virginia. 

Mr.  Dkattoh  thought  enou^  had  already 
been  allowed  to  Mr.  Monroe.  He  referred  to 
former  lea^lation  of  the  House,  and  spoke,  not 
hearing  uie  arguments  of  othwa,  but  from  his 
own  eiqwrienoe, 

Mr.  ANOiL  addressed  the  Bmise  as  klOowa : 

Sir,  if  it  be  now  in  order  to  advert  to  the 
merits  of  tills  chUm,  I  wHl  take  tbe  liberty  to 
express  my  opinion  upon*  them.  I  am  aware 
of  the  ungracious  office  I  have  to  perform  in 
opposing  this  claim.  A  daim  Identified  with 
ue  names  and  services,  and  sufferings  <tf  James 
Monroe,  is  calculated  to  draw  to  it  a  generous 
feeling,  and  to  inspire  a  confidence  in  its  merit. 

In  1826,  a  portion  of  this  daim,  together 
vrith  other  items,  was  pending  before  Congress. 
The  subject  elicited  great  interest,  and  under- 
went a  thonragh  investigation  by  Uie  members 
of  this  House  at  that  ume.  I  tb«i  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  here ;  it  became  my  dntjr  to  act 
upon  it,  and  I  bestowed  great  attention  upon 
its  merits.  I  sat  down  to  an  examination  with 
feelings  ot  strong  predilection  in  its  fkvOT,  I 
had  a  high  Teneration,  and  boundlees  r^ard, 
toe  Ihe  cnancter  and  eervioes  of  the  man.  I 
felt  an  earnest  desire  to  find  {mob  which 
wonld  antiiorice  me  to  giTo  it  niy  ani^ort.  2 
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will  not  saj  that  I  examined  it  impartiallT^ ;  for 
my  feelings  strongly  preponderated  in  favor  of 
the  clsimaat.  I  was  reconciled,  then,  to  an  al' 
lowance  ci  a  portion  of  the  Uiirty  thonsand  dol- 
lars then  allowed  him ;  but  snch  was  the  result 
of  mj  examinaUon,  that  I  was  compelled  to  vote 
tgunst  the  allowanoe  of  the  whole  amount. 

'  Prerioos  to  presenting  the  claim  to  Congress, 
Ifr.  Monroe  bad  applied  to  the  proper  depart- 
ment for  its  allowanee.  It  had  undergone  tbo 
axaminaUon  and  dednon  of  gentlemen  who 
were  then  in  the  Administration.  The  exami- 
nation hj  the  department  took  place  at  a  period 
vhea  the  facts  and  the  circomstanc^  connected 
with  the  claim  were  fresh  in  the  recollectioQ 
and  dearly  within  the  knowled^  of  those 
whose  daty  it  then  was  to  pass  upon  It.  Thegen- 
tlemen  of  the  department  who  then  audited 
snd  liquidated  Mr.  Monroe's  chums,  were  his 
contemporaries  in  service,  and  were  his  per* 
eonal  and  political  friends.  Not  satisfied  with 
their  r^ection  of  oertaiU'  items  for  extra  ex- 
poim^  tsad  for  interest,  he  presented  the  qneetioo 
to  Ooiwresa,  and  asked  that  those  items  mi^t 
he  aetltod  l>y  that  body,  npon  prinoiples  of  ins- 
tioe  nid  equity.  After  a  I^iae  of  more  than 
fifteen  years  from  the  time  the  subject  was 
passed  npon  by  the  department,  Oongress  was 
ladaeed  to  pass  a  biU  sllowing,  in  action  to 
the  aDowaxioes  by  tho  department  the  sum  of 
twenty-nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
which  was  then  deemed  and  considered  by  the 
majority  of  Congress  who  voted  the  allowance, 
to  be  ui  ample  and  liberal  liquidation  and  pay- 
ment of  all  that  was  due  to  Mr.  Monroe,  upon 
prinoiples  of  law,  jastioe,  and  equity ;  and  in- 
serted  a  olanse  in  the  bill,  dedaratory  of  its 
befaig  in  fDiU  of  all  his  claims  upon  the'Gh>vem- 
meat  It  seems  that  fiirther  jnstioe  and  equity 
ire  DOW  called  for.  If  the  bill  of  1826  was  a 
siUii&etioia  in  ftdl  of  all  his  obUma,  the  i^pro- 
sriatioa  to  be  made  by  the  present  bill,  if  it 
beeime  a  law,  must  be  a  domition,  and  not  a 
paymei^  The  Congress  of  1826  became  the 
arbiters  between  Mr.  Monroe  and  the  Treasury 
Depwtment.  Their  award  was  obligatory  npon 
the  Treasary  to  pay ;  and,  under  the  terms  of 
file  act,  the  acceptance  of  the  money  by  Mr. 
Monroe  cannot  but  be  considered  as  obligatory 
npon  bim.  Beciprodty  of  obli^tion  upon  the 
^rties  must  be  irresistibly  implied. 

In  looking  into  the  report  of  the  committee 
<rflaat8esnon,  who  reported  the InUimdercon- 
■Ueratkm,  it  will  be  seen  that  upwards  of 
twenty-four  thousand  dollars  now  reported  as 
bring  doe  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  incorporated  in 
the  bill,  consists  of  items  r^ected  by  the  Con- 
gress of  1826.  Three  thousand  dollars  and  up- 
wards, of  this  latter  sum,  is  for  coutdngent  ex- 
penses, alleged  to  have  accrued  in  England 
and  France  daring  his  mission  to  those  coun- 
tries, jbi  1826,  when  bia  claim  for  contingent 
expenses'  was  t«fore  the  committee,  they  alu)w- 
ed  him  for  those  expenses  a  sum  eqn^  to  the 
average  allowed  to  other  Ministers  in  like  cases. 
His  OMTge  for  those  expenses  was  not  backed 


by  vouchers,  but  exhibited  in  gross.  The 
charge  was  fonnd  to  exceed  the  average  allowed 
to  otherMinisters  by  upwards  of  three  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  excess  was  therefore  rejected  by 
that  committee.  The  balance  of  this  twenty- 
four  thousand  dollars  is  made  up  of  interrat 
allied  to  have  accrued  upon  his  claims  agdnst 
the  (rovemment  previous  to  December,  1810, 
at  which  time  be  exhibited  his  accounts,  and 
settled  with  the  departanent.  The  committee 
of  1820  r^eeted  this  interest,  on  the  ground  that 
its  allowance  would  be  contrary  to  the  usage  of 
the  Government  in  all  other  cases.  It  was  up<m 
the  principle  that  no  ZocAm  were  imputable  to  the 
Government ;  that  it  was  always  ready  to  pay 
its  creditors  when  they  should  exhibit  their  ao- 
connts,  and  demand  payment  This  principle 
is  in  consonance  with  the  principles  of  the 
common  law,  which  declares  that  an  unliqui- 
dated demand  shall  not  draw  interest,  though 
the  creditor  may  omit  to  make  his  demand  ror 
years.  This -rule  ^evails  both  in  law  and 
equity,  and  the  allowanoe  of  this  interest  would 
be  a  perversion  of  the  eataUished  rule  of  each. 
Sir,  I  olject  to  its  allowanoe  in  tUs  ease,  for 
the  reason  that  it  wonld  be  s  manifestation  of 
fickleness  on  tho  part  of  the  Government  It 
would  be  an  innovation  upon  its  fixed  and 
established  roles;  those  rules  to  which  the 
cl^cns  of  all  its  creditors  are  subject.  Adopt 
this  principle  in  your  settlements,  and  there  are 
claims  enough  of  this  description,  to  draw  from 
your  Treasury  many  millions  of  dollars.  Give 
notice,  by  the  establishment  of  this  precedent, 
that  such  claims  are  allowable,  and  you  will  be 
overwhelmed  witb  tbera.  Bappose  you  relax  the 
rule  in  this  parUcolar  case  oiUy,  what  will  the 
next  claimant  nj  to  yon  when  you  reject  his 
claim,  predicated  upon  Oie  identical  prin<^pl<^ 
with  this )  Will  he  not  have  a  to  de- 
mand of  you  even-handed  Jnstaoel  and  will 
he  not  have  just  grounds  for  murmur  and  com- 
plaint, if  you  try  his  claim  hy  one  rale,  and  Mr. 
Monroe's  by  another! 

Sir,  it  is  our  pride,  and  our  every  day^s  boast, 
that  our  citizens  all  ei^oy  equal  rights  and  are 
all  entitled  to  equal  privil^es.  What  room  for 
comment  upon  your  boast^  equality  would  not 
the  allowance  of  this  claim  aSbrdf 

In  1286,  the  item  ediibited  for  services  and 
disbursements  amounted  to  about  eighteen 
thousand  dollars.  The  excess  then  dumed 
over  that  sum  was  ezcludvely  for  interest  ac- 
crued uptm  it  Tbo  principal  was  rednoed  by 
deducting  from  it  the  three  thousand  dollars 
before  mentionecL  and  Mr.  Monroe  was  allowed, 
by  the  bill  passed  at  that  sesrion,  above  fifteen 
thonsand  dollars  of  the  principal  of  his  alleged 
demand,  with  the  interest  on  the  same  from 
Becember,  1810,  up  to  the  passage  of  tiiat  act; 
which  interest  amounted  to  more  than  fourteen 
thousand  dollars. 

Should  we  Jiow  allow  the  twenty-four  thou- 
sand dollars  then  rejected,  we  should  pay  to  Mr. 
Monroe  the  eighteen  thousuid  dollars  of  prin- 
dpal  he  then  didmed,  with  upwards  ot  turty- 
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five  thoTuaod  dollars  interest  upon  the  same. 
No  sach  claim  ever  vas,  or  ever  shonld  be, 
allowed  by  this  GoTomment.  Since  1820,  sev- 
eral additional  items  have  been  annexed  to 
those  then  clamed.  The  merits  of  these  items 
have  been  canvassed,  and  clearly  explained  upon 
this  floor,  bj  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me 
in  opposition  to  this  bill.  I  will  not  say  that 
these  additional  items  have  since  been  hunted 
up,  as  an  apology  for  allowing  to  Mr.  Monroe 
a  sum  of  money ;  bat  I  will  say,  that  it  appears 
to  me  extraordmary  that  they  ahoald  have  been 
omitted  when  the  ddm  was  before  presented. 
I  have  examined  tiiem,  and  I  concor  with  the 
gentlemen  who  have  represented  their  utter 
0oandleasnes8.  It  is  mmeceaeary  to  repeat 
uidr  ai^romente^  and  I  will  not  detam  the  Bouse ; 
by  doing  00. 

We  have  heard  it  alleged  in  this  debate  that 
the  people  of  this  country  desire  the  allowance 
of  tnis  claim,  and  that,  should  its  dedsion  be 
submitted  to  them,  they  would  be  nearly  unan- 
imous in  its  favor.  Sir,  it  is  possible  that,  if 
it  shonld  ^  to  them  under  &e  partial  represen- 
tations of  its  friends  in  this  House,  they  would 
declare  in  favor  of  its  Justice :  but  should  the 
other  ride  of  liie  story  be  told  Hum — riiotdd 
ib&r  be  told,  as  is  the  fact,  that  Jtr,  Monroe 
had,  within  the  last  thirty-four  years,  received 
the  sum  of  about  four  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  his  services  and  expenses,  which  amounts 
to  an.  allowance  of  over  thirty  dollars  a  day  for 
all  that  time ;  that,  in  ad^tion  to  this  allow- 
ance, we  voted  him  money  enough  in  1826  to 
load  a  wagon  with  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and 
that  we  were  now  called  upon  to  give  him 
sufficient  to  load  two  other  wagons^  it  is  not  so 
clear  to  me  that  they  would  call  us  illiberal  or 
uuratefol  for  withholding  it. 

Sir,  a  pecaniai7  debt  to  an  inffividnal  for  ser- 
Tioes  rendered,  and  moneys  disbursed,  is  one 
thing ;  a  debt  m  gratitude  for  his  patriotic  de- 
votion and  onyiddiDg  fidelity  to  the  canse  of 
our  country,  is  another.  Could  I  find,  amongst 
the  proofe  exhibited,  the  evidence  of  a  pecu- 
xdary  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Monroe,  I  woold  be 
amongst  the  first  to  vote  its  payment.  That 
we  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude,  I  most  cheer- 
fully acknowledge;  and  when  a  proposition 
shaU  be  m^e  to  grant  him  a  sum  of  money  as 
a  donation^  or  pension,  I  sliall  be  prepared  to 
act  upon  it.  How  I  should  act,  is  now  un- 
necessary to  say.  "8n£Bcient  for  the  day  is 
the  evil  thereof."  I  cannot  recondle  my  judg- 
ment to  voting  a  donation,  nnder  oolor  of  pay- 
ing off  a  pecuniary  demand. 

Mr.  Obookstt  remarked,  that  the  talking  of 
gentiemen  would  not  change  a  single  vote,  and 
ne  therefore  demanded  the  prevlona  question ; 
bat  withdrew  the  demand  on  being  Informed 
of  its  effect 

Mr.'HufuoKB  renewed  the  demand. 

The  demand  was  not  sustained  "by  the  House. 

Mr.  WtLU4Hs  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
ii«B  on  his  amendment. 

Jtr.  HasoKK  replied  to  those  gentlemen  who 
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had  spoken  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the 
member  from  North  Carolina,  and  referred  to  ■ 
the  .statute  book  to  ^ow  that  seventy-seven 
cases  had  been  settled  on  the  principles  of  Jus- 
tice and  equity,  since  the  establishment  of  the 
present  Gk)vemment, 

After  a  short  explanation  by  Mr.  Wiluams, 
the  question  was  pnt  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  him  to  Mr.  Mebceb's  amendment,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  109,  nays  81. 

The  question  then  occurring  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Mbbokr,  as  amenmd  by  the  amend- 
ment of  lb*.  WlLUAHB, 

Mr.  HauTHtLL  inquired  if  it  would  be  Sn 
order  for  him  to  offer  an  amendment,  to  mper^ 
sede  that  now  before  the  House. 

The  Spbaksb  sdd  it  would  not  be  in  order ; 
but  if  the  House  refused  to  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment now  under  consideration,  the  gentleman 
would  then  have  an  opportunity  to  offer  his  prop- 
osition. 

Mr.  HxvpniLL  desired  that  the  amendment 
he  held  should  be  read,  and  it  was  read  hj  the 
Clerk,  as  follows : 

**  Whereas  James  Hooroe  has  repeatedly  memo- 
rialized Gongreas,  concerning  cotain  claimg  :  and 
whereas  several  comraittees  of  the  HouM  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  have  reported  favorably  tbereon:  and 
wberew,  from  the  Upse  of  time,  and  other  caoaea, 
an  accurate  OiHoion  cannot  be  formed  as  to  the 
amoant,  leaving  a  compromise  as  the  only  alteroa- 
Uve :  therefore, 

"  Be  it  enacted,  Ac,  That,  for  pabFic  aer vices, 
losses,  and  iacrifices,tfae  sum  ofthirty-nx  thousuid 
d<Alara  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  to  James 
Monroe,  immediately  after  the  passing  of  this  aot, 
out  of  apy  mooey  in  the  TVeawuT  not  otbenriaa 
appropriated;  which  shall  be  in  fliU  of  all  deaaadi 
of  the  said  James  Monroe  tm  hia  daims  as  albi^ 
said." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on 
agreeing  to  Mr.  Mkbou'b  amendment  as 
amend^;  and, 

The  question  being  floally  put  thereon,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative, — yeas  88,  nays  OS. 

So  the  amendment  as  amended  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  the 
original  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Hatsks  demanded  tue 
previous  imestion ;  pending  which  demand, 

Mr.  MoOoT  moved  an  a^^onmment ;  whidt 
prevtdled. 


WamnsDAT,  February  3. 
8aU  Springi  in  lUinoi*. 
Mr.  Irvin,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  sale  ot 
lands  in  tiie  State  of  Illinois,  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  salt  springs  on  Vermillion  Kver,  in 
that  State ;  which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  I.  moved  that  it  be  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next;  but  the 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

ySr,  L  then  moved  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill. 
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Ur.  MoOoT  said  that  tho  practioe  of  tho 
House  was  not  what  it  ought  to  be.  He  was 
tired  of  hearing  the  many  motions  sabmitted  to 
make  bills  the  special  order  of  the  iaj — ^thns 

S'ving  one  eubjeot  a  preference  over  others, 
e  moved  the  commitment  of  the  biU. 
Mr.  Ibvin,  of  Ohio,  explained  the  object  of 
the  bill.  It  provided  for  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  in  Illinois,  reserved  for  the  use  of  salt 
springs.  The  sales  of  umllar  lands  had  taken 
place  in  Ohio  and  other  States,  for  the  nse  of 
those  States ;  and  he  conld  see  no  good  reason 
why  the  same  course  should  not  be  porsned  to- 
wards Illinois. 

Mr.  DnifOAN  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from 
"Vliginia  (Mr.  IbiCoT)  would  not  urge  his  mo- 
tion to  rwff  the  biU  to  a  committee,  as  snob  a 
disporition  of  it  would  be  eqmvalNit  to  its  ra- 
Jeetioo.  The  bill  bad  been  reported  in  con- 
formity with  a  memorial  from  uie  Le^slature 
<^the  State,  and  be  understood  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  were  to  beam)lied  to  objects  of 
internal  Improvement  in  the  State,  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  'Wabash 
River.  This  subject  had  been  several  times  be- 
fore the  Oommittee  on  the  Public  Lands,  where 
it  had  met  with  some  opposition;  bnt  that 
committee  was  now  unanimously  in  favor  of 
the  hill  just  reported,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
wonld  now  pass  it  without  jbrther  delay. 

Mr.  McOoT  having  withdrawn  bis  motion, 
th6  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

Jame$  Mtmroe. 
The  House  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Monroe — the  question  bein^  on  ordering 
it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readmg, 

Mr.  Hathks,  at  the  time  of  adjournment, 
yttterdajjhad  demanded  the  previous  question ; 
bat  the  Honae  this  di^  lefosed  to  sustain  the 
demand. 

Mr.  HncpHiLL  moved  the  amendment  which 
was  yesterdv  ned  at  his  request,  via : 

"Strike  oat  of  the  bin  all  after  the  word  *  That,' 
and  iiiieri — 

**7or  pobllo  sarvices,  losses,  and  saorifloes,  the 
nm  of  thirty-dx  thousand  doUais  is  hereby  appro- 
pii^d,  to  bis  pud  to  Jamea  Homtie,  immediately 
after  the  pasting  of  thia  act,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  TreanuT  not  otbenrise  appropriated;  which 
riiall  be  in  mil  of  idt  demands  of  the  said  Junes 
Monroe  for  Us  cUima  aforesaid." 

Mr.  Hbmphill  declined  entering  into  any  ar- 
gonmit  in  favw  o(  his  amendment.  Various 
sums  had  been  sn^ested  as  proper  to  be  appro- 
priated ;  he  had  fixed,  after  some  attention  to 
the  matter^  on  that  proposed  In  his  amendment 

Mr.  HaTSU  i^d  tha3^  if  for  no  otlier  reason, 
be  should  oppose  the  amendment,  because  the 
dwn  seemed  to  be  put  up  to  the  highest  bidder. 
He  had  given  the  snl^eet  some  attention,  and 
was  ctmnnoed  t^we  was  not  a  dollar  dne  Mr. 
Monroe. 

Mr.  Ohilton  said  he  wonld  make  one  more 
attaint  to  get  rid  <tf ^e  sntjeo^  and  wit^  that 


[H.  or  B. 

view  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amendment 
cm  the  table.  Negatived— yeas  64^  niqrs  111. 

Th»  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  HiMPHnJ^ 

Mr.  TroEBR  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
had  examined  the  matter  with  considerable  at- 
tention, and  could  not  discover  that  Mr.  Monroe 
had  any  claim  upon  tiie  Govwament.  He 
viewed  the  whole  oonoem  in  the  I^ht  q£  a 
donation. 

Mr,  Claibobnb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WiLUAUs  referred  to  the  concluding 
claose  of  the  amendment,  and  asked  if  it  would 
be  of  any  avmL  The  act  formerly  passed  for 
the  relief  of  James  Monroe  oontuned  a  similar 
provision,  bat  it  had  not  prevented  the  intro- 
aucti(Hi  in  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Pattoh  said  he  did  not  Uke  the  form  oi 
the  amendment,  yet,  as  he  was  disposed  to  go 
for  the  substance  be  should  not  take  exception 
to  forms.  He  would  move,  however,  to  strike 
out  $86,000,  and  insert  $62,000,  as  the  proper 
sum  to  be  allowed  to  quiet  Mr.  Monroe's  chum. 

This  motion  was  promptly  negatived. 

The  qnestion  was  then  pat  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  IIkmphill,  and  determined  in  the  negar 
tive— yeas  98,  nays  99, 

Mr.  Hewhill  then  renewed  bis  amendment^ 
reducing  the  sum  to  be  appropriated  to  $80,000. 

Hr.  HATiTsa  demanded  the  previous  quea* 
tion :  but  the  Hoose  refused  to  snstun  tilie  de- 
mand. 

Mr.  ELLBWOBrm  submitted  an  amendment; 
but  the  Speaker  declared  it  to  be  out  of  order, 
the  House  having  yesterday  rejected  a  similar 
amendment. 

Mr.  FoTTBB  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  omne  ia  after  the  word  "sac^fioes:" 

"In  addition  to  the  sum  of  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  heretofore  paid  to  aud  James  Xeoro^ 
for  the  same  oontideraUon." 

Mr.  Oabsoh  was  very  sony  to  differ  from 
his  colleague ;  he  could  have  wished  the  amend- 
ment had  not  been  offered;  but,  if  it  pre- 
vailed, it  could  do  no  harm  to  Mr.  Monroe,  He 
Uien  commented  upon  what  fell  fh>m  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr,  Aitoel,)  yester- 
day. 

Mr.  Angil  explained,  and  vindicated  himself. 

Mr.  BuoHAiTAH  remarked  upon  the  short  time 
that  was  left,  before  the  close  of  the  session,  to 
attend  to  the  public  business.  He  hoped  the 
claim  wonld  be  decided  on  to-day.  Mr.  B.  sud 
that,  before  he  resumed  his  seat,  he  would  take 
tUs  ocoaiion  to  remark,  that,  after  the  present 
generation  had  bem  gathered  to  their  athers, 
and  when  the  men  of  other  times  came  to  re- 
view the  proceedings  of  this  day,  it  would  be  a 
stain  upon  the  character  of  the  nation,  if  we 
should  suffer  the  illustrious  individual  who  pre- 
ferred this  claim  to  go  to  his  grave  without  its 
adjustment.  Such  condnct  towards  an  in^vid- 
ual,  now  in  poverty  and  old  age,  who  had 
rendered  most  uftportant  services,  both  in  peace 
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and  in  war,  to  his  cotrntxr,  would  be  blazoned 
to  the  world  hj  the  enenues  of  onrfree  initita- 
tiona,aiaikotlwpnNtfoftheiiigrat3tade<tf  re- 

Mr.  Pouc  Bud  he  would  be  the  last  man  to 

inflict  a  staia  on  the  coontiy.  He  entered  into 
an  argnment  to  show  that  the  indlyidnal  re- 
ferred to  had  no  claim  on  the  nation.  He  re- 
marked npon  the  oharaoter  of  the  debate-HSome- 
times  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  bill  argaed  as 
if  there  was  a  claim,  at  other  times  the^  ap- 
pealed to  the  feelings  of  members.  8ome  gen- 
tlemen thought  there  was  a  claim  npon  Con- 
gress— others  viewed  the  matter  in  the  light  of 
a  gratuitv.  If  he  believed  there  wae  any  thing 
due  Hr.  IConrocu  he  would  provide  fbr  Us  p^- 
ment;  but  he  aid  not  bdwve  there  was  one 
d<dlar  dne  Um. 

Mr.  Mbbokb  stated,  in  referenoe  to  the 
amendment  proposed  oj  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  on  his  own  anuorit7,  and  as  a 
munber  of  the  Honse,  that  Ur.  Monroe  had 
not  received  400,000  dollars  from  the  Govern- 
ment for  his  services. 

Mr.  Thoufsok,  of  Geor^a,  considered  it  a 
solemn  dnty  on  his  part  to  oppoee  the  claim, 
and  he  should  be  compelled  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  PoTTBB  hoped  the  sentleman  from  Vir- 
ata woald  excuse  him  if  he  thought  that  gen- 
ttemaa  was  not  altogether  aoonrate  on  the  sub- 
Jeot  He  (Mr.  F.)  had  Ukm.  some  pains  to 
examine  into  it^  and  was  tatiafied  that  tSie  anm 
named  in  his  amendment  waa  not  ^  fnm  the 
truth.  He  remarked  npon  what  had  fsUen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  on  the 
score  of  ingratitude,  and  expressed  his  opinion 
that  any  man  who  had  filled  the  Presidential 
chair,  and  had  been  oonmiander-in-chief  of  the 
army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  had  been 
fully  oompensated  for  all  his  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  his  country. 

Hr.  WaTsn  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  a 
large  sum  due  to  Mr.  Mtmroe,  and  that  It  ahoold 
be jpaid. 

Mr.  DoB8iT(^ipowdthec(laim,inaBpeeeihof 
some  length ;  in  the  course  of  which  he  exam- 
ined the  grounds  upon  which  the  oUm  was 
founded,  and  repliM  to  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  MsRCXB  made  an  energetic  reply,  and 
rmelled  some  of  the  assertions  made  by  Mr.  D. 

Mr.  DoBssT  r(!}oined  with  equal  warmth. 

Mr.  Polk  repUed  to  some  of  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Mbbobb. 

Mr.  Mbbokb  animadverted  warmly  on  what 
had  f^on  from  the  gentleman  from- Maryland, 

glT.  D.)  He  also  repied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
OJX. 

Mr.  PoiRB  modified  his  amendment  by  in- 
serting 864,000  doUara,  instead  of  400,000. 

The  qnesti<m  htUng  then  put  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  PoTTBB,  it  was  negatived,  by  a 
law  minority. 

Mr.  Rbnohbb  then  submitted  the  following 
proviso^  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Hucpfliu;  and  ati^ 


that,  if  it  waa  adopted,  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendment : 

**  Provided^  The  icconntlDg  offloer  of  the  Treaa- 
urj  Department  shall,  upon  an  exRmiDstioD  of  his 
accounts,  believe  so  much  ia  doe  him  upon  [«uuu- 
jdes  of  eqnity  aod  jnstice." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ellswobth,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  the  amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  IlKMniiLL,  to  save  the  time  of  the  HoosCi 
would  accept  of  the  amendment  as  a  modifica- 
tion of  his  own  motion. 

Mr.  Tbompsov,  of  G«[)r^  moved  an  acyonm- 
ment;  the  motion  was  Mgatived— 87  to  M. 

The  qnestiou  recuning  on  the  imaidmant  of 
Mr.  Hbmfhiu^  as  modiMd, 

Mr.  HomcAK  moved  the  previous  question ; 
the  effect  of  which  would  have  been  to  take 
the  question  on  engrossing  the  original  bill. 
The  House  refused  to  suatam  tiie  demand. 

Mr.  WiLLLUCB  then  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendmoit,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HaTRBs  moved  that  the  Honse  do  sow 
adjourn;  which  moticn  waa  negaUTed— yeas 
81,nays  102. 

The  qnestion  was  then  put  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Hr.  HBMPHnx,  as  modified,  and  dedded 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  106,  n^a  88. 

The  question  fhan.  reonrrad  (m  the  en^roi^ 
ment  of  the  bill,  as  amended,  for  a  third  lad- 
ing, and  the  yeas  and  ni^  were  wderedtmthft 
qiiuU(m. 

Thusbdat,  Febmaiy  8. 
IhUy  on  Salt. 

Mr.  Matxabt,  ftom  the  Ocmmiitteeon  ICaan- 
factures,  reported  the  following  bill : 

"£«  it  maeted,  de.,  That  so  mncb  of  ao  aet 
entitled  'An  act  to  reduce  the  duty  oa  sal(,*^t- 
proved  May  28,  1880,  sa  will  take  effoet  OB  and 
after  the  Slst  of  Deoeiaber  next,  be,  and  the  aama 
Ib  hereby,  repeated;  and  that  the  doty  <hi  adt  im- 
ported into  the  United  Statea  be  and  lemaln  at 
fifteen  cents  per  bushel" 

A  very  long  report  accompanied  1th»  bilL 
The  bill  having  been  read  the  first  tiine,  ICr. 
Lamab  moved  its  r^eotion. 

Mr.  Tdoebb  objected  to  the  second  readii^ 
of  the  bill,  and  hoped  it  would  be  r^eoted.  He 
r^retted  that  it  had  been  introdnoed.  The 
tax  on  salt  was  oompluned  of^  and  Justly  oom- 
pluned  o^  by  the  greater  part  of  the  American 
people ;  it  was  a  tax  that  operated  with  great 
severity  on  the  poor.  The  tax  was  laid  for 
war  purposes,  and  should  not  be  continued  in 
a  state  of  peace.  An  act  to  repeal  the  tax 
passed  at  t^e  last  aaaaoa.  after  fiill  disousaion, 
and  it  was  bnt  just  that  tae  repeal  shoold  take 
^aoe.  We  have  a  bill  im  fiie  taUes  at  tha 
Uonse,  relatare  to  a  redaction  of  the  dntiea  <m 
sugar ;  was  this  hill  intended  to  have  any  efifeot 
upon  that  measure  I  Mr.  T.  hoped  that  every 
gentleman  on  the  fioor,  who  denred  the  proa- 
perity  of  his  country,  would  prompUy  vote  tar 
the  flection  of  the  mil  ^|ported  mm  tha  Oouk- 
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nuttee  on  ICanufiustores.  Mr.  T.  defended  the 
vote  he  gave  the  other  daj  agunst  the  r^eo- 
tion  of  a  bill ;  he  did  it  with  a  Ttew  to  bIIow 
an  opportnnitj  for  diaousslon. 

yir.  Mallut  said,  there  was  nothing  unnsoal 
in  reporting  the  bill  iioir  befbre  the  Honso. 
Th9  Gomiaittoe  on  Kanofiictnrea  had  oonsidered 
the  nd^eet ;  it  was  an  interesting  tme ;  and  they 
had  very  flilly  giren  their  views  npon  it  In  the 
nport  which  aeoompanied  the  bill.  If  the  gen- 
twnan  who  had  joat  taken  hia  seat,  felt  irrita- 
ted at  the  coarse  porsned  hj  the  eommittee,  he 
could  not  help  it ;  he  <^aiowd  the  right  to  pre- 
sent his  views  to  the  House,  and  so  did  the  com- 
mittae.  He  was  not  diqKned  to  go  into  an  ar- 
gameot  npon  the  subject  at  this  time ;  he  should 
prefer  that  the  bill  shonld  lie  on  the  table,  and 
dM  rtmnt  be  printed,  so  that  gentlemen  might 
b&TS  tuve  to  r^ect  upoa  and  nnderstand  the 
onstitm  for  thomelvea.  He  was  dedroas  that 
tae  bill  Aonld  take  the  nsoal  oonne — ^be  read 
a  sMMid  tinie  and  oommitted.  He  assured  the 
|[aatI«DBft  from  Sooth  Oarolina  that  he  had  no 
idaa  that  thia  measnre  ahonld  hare  any  effect 
on  the  sugar  bill ;  nor  would  the  effect  of  its 
psteage  be  to  operate  upon  the  poor — it  was 
rtUwr  mtended  to  relieve  the  poor.  The  gen- 
tieman  had  said  that  the  object  of  his  vote  the 
other  day  was  to  admit  of  disonssion — his  object 
tHw  was  to  prevent  it,  bj  strangliog  the  bill. 
If  the  Honae  chose  to  r^ect  the  bill,  he  had 
nothing  to  say  against  it,  but,  before  doing  bo, 
he  ahoold  be  pleased  to  nave  the  views  of  the 
Craunittee  m  tf aav&otnrea  read. 

Mr.  BniaKr  said  he  had  bem  nnnrepared  for 
the  iatiodoetiMi  oi  a  measure  of  the  natore  of 
thftt  now  before  the  House.  There  had  been  a 
fidi  diacDsraon  on  the  subject  at  the  last  session, 
and  the  House,  by  a  considerable  majority,  had 
passed  a  bill  to  repeal  the  tax  on  salt,  now  pro- 
posed to  be  continued.  In  the  debate  on  that 
oceason,  it  was  declared  to  be  one  of  the  most 
grievous  utd  oppressive  taxes  to  which  any 
peoide  were  subjected.  Neither  the  poor  nor 
the  rich,  sdd  Mr.  P.,  should  be  burthened  with 
a  tax  on  an  artide  that  entered  into  the  neces- 
sary oonsuDptitm  of  every  &mily.  Pass  this 
bill,  and  what  would  gentlemen  have  to  tell 
Aeir  eniatitiMnts  when  they  went  home,  Oua 
neuare  fidlowing  directly  npon  tiie  act  of  the 
bit  aoaiion? 

Ut.  &,  then  spoke  of  the  effects  which  the 
measure  would  have  upon  the  people  of  the 
Sootb,  and  aud  he  warned  gentlemen  to  be 
eantioua  in  their  repeated  attempts  to  keep  them 
down.  He  denoanoed  the  vengeance  of  the 
BoaVn  on  the  majority  of  this  House,  if  they 
persiatad  in  a  course  of  measures  like  those 
puisued  for  some  years  past.  Last  year,  he 
uid,  the  l<H:ds  proprietaries  of  the  United  States 
had  been  petitioned  to  reduce  the  dntiea  on  siUt, 
■ad  thur  praijer  was  granted,  Kow  it  was 
iHt^oaed  to  reatore  the  dutiea.  Would  not  aut^ 
I^ulatifHk  neate  endtement?  Tea,  said  Mr. 
&,  neh  *  system  ot  robbery  and  plnndw  will 
ciaato  eguiUMiieati,  Waa  the  South  to  have  no 


redress  of  grievances  f  And  when  she  had 
thrown  herself  on  the  liberality  of  her  sover- 
eigns, and  obtained  some  partial  relief,  was  she 
to  be  again  subjected  to  the  same  burthens  ? 
The  day  was  coming  when  the  South  would  be 
heard.  The  c^presnve  measures  mider  which 
she  labore^mnst  be  repealed — it  will  be  done^ 
and  ahall  be  done.  The  South  was  on  the  eve 
of  a  rebellion.  Tea,  sir,  the  day  is  fast  ap- 
proaching, when  the  people  of  the  South  wul 
rise  in  their  mt^esty,  and  stalk  the  aveanes  of 
this  House,  and  take  vengeance  on  their  op- 
pressors. Yes.  sir,  and  I  fear  this  Govemmrat^ 
under  which  they  claim  the  right  to  tax  us, 
will  be  made  "to  reel  to  and  fiv  like  a  drunken 
man."   Sir,  I  am  done. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  addreaa 
the  House ;  bnt  gave  way  to 

M.  TuoxKB,  who  said  that,  when  the  bill 
shonld  receive  its  second  reading,  he  should 
move  an  amendment  to  jwovide  for  the  repeal 
of  the  duties  on  salt  in  tot».  He  felt  sorry  that 
the  gentleman  from  North  Oarolina  had  ex- 
pressed himself  as  he  had  dime.  It  was  his 
(Mr.  T.*s)wishtoputdown  exdtemeDt.  Every 
8e(^i(m  of  this  country  waa  oppressed  by  this 
odioua  tax,  except  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  article.  There  was  an 
aristocracy  in  tliis  House — they  had  [K>wer,  and 
they  exercised  it  to  oppress.  They  were  led  into 
error  themselves,  and  they  deluded  the  people. 
The  yeomanry  of  the  country  never  had  been 
represented  on  this  floor.  The  object  of  liie  tax 
on  salt  wastotakefirtanthepodcetBof  tiiepoor, 
and  give  to  the  rich;  to  make  the  poor  poorer, 
and  the  rich  richer.  He  implored  gentiemen,  for 
the  good  of  &dr  ooiurtituwts,  for  the  good  xd  the 
country,  to  take  such  steps  as  would  put  an  end 
to  excitement,  by  endeavoring  to  do  jnsUoe  to 
aU.  For  himself  he  cared  no  more  for  one  aeo- 
tiou  of  the  country  tiian  for  another ;  hia  ol^eot 
waa  to  do  justice  to  all.  The  people  were  op* 
pressed,  and,  in  a  measure,  slaves ;  the  Union 
waa  in  danger  of  beiog  rent  asunder,  and  he 
feared  the  day  was  not  far  distant.  Heaven 
avert  it  1  Should  this  be  the  result,  however,  of 
the  measures  of  the  majority,  they  wouldnot  only 
have  to  answer  before  the  people,  bnt  b^ore 
their  Ood.  He  waa  determined  that  no  act 
his  should  bring  about  such  a  state  of  things. 
Beferring  to  the  remarks  of  Mr,  Mallabt,  be 
said  it  waa  to  him  matter  of  astonbhment,  hov 
a  high  duty  on  any  article  could  make  ute  ar- 
ticle cheaper ;  as  well  might  it  be  said  titat  a 
coal  black  piece  of  paper  was  as  white  as  snow. 
It  was  a  contradiction  in  terms,  &c 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Oeorgia,  next  rose,  not,  he 
said,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  merito  of 
the  proposition  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  but  to  beg  <^f  gentlemen  who  are 
in  &vor  of  what  is  called  a  protecting  tariff^  to 
pause  before  they  proceed  too  far  with  it.  We 
of  the  South,  sidd  Mi^  T.,  have  been  somewhat 
amused  by  the  prospect  of  rell^  fiom  tiie  bur- 
dens heaped  upon  ns  by  the  minority  in  Con- 
gress by  a  repeal  or  reduction  of  uie  dntiefl,  and 
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the  excitement  on  that  aooomit  hu  alirajrt  been 
repressed  bj  the  hope  of  it.  Bat  when  we  get 
up  and  teU  the  Honse  that  we  are  opprened, 
and  that  we  moct  have  relief  from  this  oppres- 
rion,  and  see  how  onr  rmonatraiieee  are  met 
by  tboee  who  are  trTing  to  vmnm  na  still  far- 
ther, do  gentlemen  sappoee  ttiat  w^  can  snbmit 
to  this  1  What  is  the  object  of  gentlemen  f  Is 
it  their  intention  to  goad  as  on  to  extremities! 
Beoarring  to  the  history  of  the  last  session,  Mr. 
T.  said  that  it  was  then  at^emnly  decided,  after 
debate,  that  the  datj  on  aalt  was  oppressive  to 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  a  law  was 
ther^Tore  passed  to  reduce  it.  And  what,  be 
•i^ed,  was  now  proposed  I  After  this  discos- 
non,  and  the  ocMiclaHve  upreasicm  of  the 
<KHnion  of  the  Hooae  tiiat  the  dotj  was  too 
higb,  and  oDght  to  be  redaoedf  for  what  pur- 
pose ooold  it  DOW  be  propoeed  to  reinstate 
that  dnl^f  The  Ohairman  of  the  Oommittee 
on  Uanofaotnree  (for  whom  If  r.  T.  sud  he  felt 
«eat  renMOt)  had  said  that  he  had  DOol^e<^OD 
uat  the 'bill  should  lie  on  the  table,  that  mem- 
bers might  have  time  to  reflect  spun  the  sub- 
ject. In  the  best  feelings  of  bis  heart  towards 
the  Honse  and  towards  that  gentleman,  Mr.  T. 
begged  ot  those  who  favored  this  prefect  to 
pause.  For,  he  repeated — and  he  h(^>ed  l^at 
he  shoold  not  be  considered  as  making  a  vain 
boast  or  threat  when  be  said  It— that  the  people 
oonld  not  anbniit  to  thia  manner  of  Iwisiation. 
If  it  be  persisted  in,  uiA  he,  we  shall  m  driven 
to  the  neoeasl^  of  resistanoeii  In  ^sonanons 
on  tills  snl^eet,  when  I  have  rtated  the  efliact  ot 
the  existing  duties  upon  the  people  of  the  South, 
I  have  been  told  by  the  friends  of  the  protec- 
tive system  that  1  did  not  understand  the 
subject;  that  the  experience  of  five  or  nx 
years  would  convince  me  that  our  Eastern 
brethren  were  our  bestftiends.  I  am  sure,  «r, 
that  no  gentleman  in  this  House  has  erer  re- 
sorted to  this  argument  to  blind  me  whilst  he 
was  robbing  my  pockets ;  but,  sir,  I  do  feel  that 
I  am  insuHod  when  an  effort  is  made  to  take 
from  my  pocket  my  hard  earnings,  for  no  ne- 
oesri^  oi  the  Government,  and  for  no  public 
benent  Again  I  beg  gentlemen,  I  appeal  to 
t^an  as  individuals  and  as  representatives  of 
the  American  people,  to  pause  before  they  go 
fbrther.  I  repeat,  that  in  the  South  we  have 
looked  to  a  deliverance  from  the  oppression 
nnder  which  we  labor,  and  we  have  considered 
the  reduction  of  the  duties  on  salt  and  some 
other  artides  as'  pledges  that  we  shall  not  be 
disanpoiDted.  A  confident  belief  that  the  duties 
would  be  repealed,  has  induced  the  people  of 
the  South,  a  lanfe  m^ority  of  them,  so  far  to 
submit  to  their  oppressive  operation.  Pass 
this  bill,  and  I  apprehend  they  will  no  longer 
forbear  reristlng.  Mr,  T.  oonefnded,  by  saring 
that,  if  the  fiiends  of  this  bill  pernst«d  in 
brii^^ng  it  before  the  ^pnse,  he  shoold  more 
to  amen4  it  so  as  to  propose  a  total  repeal  of 
the  duty  on  salt. 

Mr.  Lahab  then  withdrew  his  motion  to 
i^eotthebilL 


Mr.  OmLTov  renewed  it.  He  sud  that,  be- 
lieving, with  great  deference  to  the  committee, 
that  uia  bill,  if  passed,  would  ftirther  wmss 
the  people,  not  oidy  of  the  Soutii,  but  at  every 
other  portion  of  the  country— and  apprehensive 
that  it  wonld  lead  to  an  unnecessary  and  irrita- 
ting debate,  and,  it  mi^t  be,  to  a  decision  of 
the  question  by  wager  ctf  battle,  (judging  by 
tiie  ezcitemoit  of  debate  yestOTday,)  to  g^ 
rid  of  these  discosdons,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  dnty 
to  move  the  previous  question. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  then  moved  by  Mr. 
WiLDX,  and  ordered.  One  hundred  and  ninety- 
thrve  members  answered  to  their  names. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vahok,  further  proceedings 
in  the  call  were  dl^MDsed  with. 

Mr.  MoOkbrt  asked  if  a  motion  to  liqr  the 
Ult  on  the  table  would  now  be  in  order. 

The  l^)eaker  rqdied  in  the  negatlTe. 

The  qnestion  was  then  put  on  the  demand  of 
Mr.  Chiltow  for  the  previous  question;  Imt 
the  House  refbsed  to  siiBtun  it. 

Mr.  MoObskbt  stated  that  he  was  one  of 
those  who  had  opposed  the  redaction  of  the 
duty  on  ealt ;  but  he  saw  no  use  in  a^tating 
the  question  of  restoring  the  dnty  at  this  time. 
He  would,  therefore,  move  to  uy  the  bill  on 
the  table.  (The  motion,  howevM-,  was  declared 
not  to  be  in  order  under  tlie  pendmg  question.) 

[Here  the  hour  allotted  for  morning  bnainess 
existed.] 

Jamm  Monroe. 

The  bill  for  the  rdief  of  James  Vonne^  as 

yesterday  amended,  again  coming  up^  and  the 
question  being  on  oraeriog  the  mli  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  question  was  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative  asfoUows — ^yeaelOS,  nays 03. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  athird 
timeto-daj. 


FkiDAT,  Febmaiy  4. 
Jamm  Mmroe, 
The  bill  for  fbe  rdlef  of  James  Monroe  waa  ' 

read  the  third  time ;  and  the  qnestion  bein^ 
"Shall  it  pass  1" 

Mr.  Gbiltox  osUed  for  tlie  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the 
House.  Being  taken,  thej  stood— yeas  10^ 
usys  88. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mabtiv,  the  titie  of  tbe 
bill  was  ammded  to  read  as  follows :  "A  biU 
to  provide  for  the  floal  settiemrait  and  a^nst- 
ment  of  tbe  various  chums  preferred  by  James 
Ibmroe  against  tlie  Uidted  States.** 

The  bUIfrom  tbe  Senate  for  the  rcUef  of  Wil- 
liam ^ith,  administratOT  of  John  Taylor,  da- 
oeased,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mrt.  Susan  Deeatur. 
Mr.  MoDumi  submitted  a  motimi  that  Uw 
Honse  do  now  take  i^  the  Ull  to  oonipensate 


MrM.  Sutim  Dacatur, 
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Susan  Deoatnr,  iridov  and  \ml  representative 
ai  Captain  Stephen  Deoatnr,  dMwasedr  et  at 

Ur.  WiLUAUs  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  najs 
on  the  qneation  of  consideration.  They  were 
<»dared  bj  tiie  House,  and,  Iteing  taken,  stood 
— jm  SB,  nays  100. 

Satusdat,  Tehnurj  8. 

Jvdpe  JWoL 

Hr.  UAxmiL,  of  New  York,  from  tiie  Oom- 
mittee  on  Aooonnta,  made  a  n^rt  on  the  me- 
morial of  the  wltnessea  in  the  case  of  Jadge 
Peck,  attending  here  daring  the  last  session, 
accompanied  bj  the  following  resolntion : 

**S*aol9ed,  Tbtt  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be 
antiKMrlied  to  pay  to  the  wltDesses  who  attended 
before  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary  in  the  case 
of  Judge  Peck,  at  the  last  session,  the  same  com- 
pensat]oD  for  their  attendance  and  mileage,  respec- 
tiTely,  as  has  been  allowed  to  tbe  witnesses  wbo 
bare  attended  tiie  trial  of  the  impeaebment  at  the 
jHesent  session,  dedocting  therefrom  the  amount 
sDoved  to  them  at  the  last  aesdon." 

The  rea<dntion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Honse  resnmed  the  oon^deratlon  of  the 
hOI  to  restore  the  doty  on  imported  salt — the 
qnesUtm  bdng  on  tbe  r^ectlcn  d  the  bill — 

Hr.  SuTBEKUVD  said  Hut  one  or  two  of  his 
ooneutnes  had,  in  the  course  uf  the  debate  upon 
this  uU,  moved  thai  the  bill  he  laid  npon  the 
table;  and  having  observed  that  the  Speaker 
rinsed  the  nioticn,  declaring  it  to  be  out  of 
order,  pending  an  objection  to  the  second  read- 
ing, he  took  leave  to  say  that  he  respeotfolty 
apprehended  that,  from  the  recorded  decisions 
of  tbe  Honse,  the  motion  ought  to  be  enter- 
tuned  by  the  CSiair.  He,  therefore,  with  a 
view  of  meeUng  this  qnestion'  of  order,  moved 
that  the  bill  do  ue  on  the  table. 

The  Sfsiku  proDDonoed  tida  motiim  not  to 
bain  order; 

Mr.  SmnoiusD  iq)pealed  from  tJiia  deduon. 
In  soppwt  of  hia  oonrse,  ib.  S.  obaerred,  that 
he  meant  no  disTMpect  to  the  Chair,  hot  that 
he  was  desirons  of  Icnowing  whether  the  de- 
cisions made  npon  motions  last  year,  which 
were  parallel  with  the  present  motion,  were  to 
be  overrnled  by  the  Oh^r,  If  they  were  to  be 
set  aside,  be  was  anxious  that  the  Honse  should 
lure  notice  of  the  fact,  and,  at  the  opening  of 
the  next  s^ion  of  Congress,  we  might  luive 
the  point  stated  at  the  back  of  the  journals, 
where  all  matters  of  order  are  recorded.  For 
i£  the  subject  was  not  disturbed  in  the  way  he 
anggested,  and  some  opinion  obt^ed  from  the 
Oluur,  the  praotioe  of  the  first  sesdon  of  this 
Congress  would  appear  from  the  journals  to 
eontradict  that  of  the  second  session.  Mr.  S. 
then  proceeded  to  ^ow  l^at  it  had  been  de- 
eded by  the  Speaker,  dnring  the  last  year,  that 
the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  took  precedence 
of  the  question  " ffiiall  the  hill  ber^eotedl" 


[H.  w  K. 

and  oited  two  or  three  parallel  cases  from  the 
journals  of  the  last  session,  which  he  read  aod 
commented  on  to  show  their  similarity  to  the 
present  case.   When  Mr.  8.  had  ooncHnded, 

The  Spsakxb,  after  admitting  that  the  pT«»- 
ent  decision  of  the  Chair  was  at  variance  with 
the  decisions  of  the  last  session,  which  had 
been  cited,  proceeded  to  explun  to  the  House 
his  reasons  for  the  change.  It  was,  he  said, 
after  mature  reflection  on  the  former  practice, 
and  after  much  consultation  with  those  l>etter 
qualified  than  himself  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment on  the  question,  that  he  had  come  to  the 
conclnsion  that  the  nwmw  dedriona  were  er- 
roneous ;  and,  being  so  ecmvinoed,  his  duty  to 
the  high  and  responriUe  truat  reposed  in  htm 
by  the  House,  did  not  pennit  any  fear  of  ap* 
parent  inconsistency  to  prevent  his  following 
the  dictates  of  Ms  better  judgment.  Tbe  hon- 
orable Speaker  then  went  into  an  examination 
and  exposition  of  the  roles  of  order  and  the 
nature  of  the  questions  before  the  Honse,  to 
show  why  the  former  praotioe  was  erroneous, 
and  the  present  decisitm  compatible  with  the 
spirit  of  the  mtes,  with  their  tme  application 
to  the  question,  and  with  the  reason  of  the 
oaaei 

Hr.  SirraxBUHD  observed,  a  greater  man 
than  either  of  us  on  pariiamentii^  practice^ 
[meaning,  it  is  presumed,  Hr.  Hatseli,]  has  said, 
*'  it  is  much  more  material  that  there  shonld  be 
a  rule  to  go  by,  than  what  that  rule  is ; "  and  I 
think  upon  that  ground  alone  the  old  practice 
might  well  be  sustained.  As  to  the  reasons 
addressed  to  the  House  by  the  Speaker,  with 
tH  due  deference  to  'the  Ch^r,  Mr.  S.  thought 
be  could  readily  answer  them;  but  as  Mr. 
Speaker  had  thought  proper  to  change  his 
opinion  on  the  snbject,  he  Mt  no  disposition  to 
urge  the  appeal  any  fluther,  and  therefiire 
withdrew  it. 

Ifr.  Tbohpbon  aidd,  thatL  In  acocnxtaooe  with 
the  wishes  of  several  of  his  friends,  he  would 
withdraw  his  objection,  and  let  the  bill  proceed 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  second 
time. 

Mr.  WnxiAHB  then  moved  that  the  bill  do  Ue 
on  the  table,  and  the  motion  was  dei^ided  ia 
the  affirmative — ^yeas  146,  nays  41. 

Boob  for  ikt  «M  <^  Mmnhwt. 

Mr.  Johnson,  <^  Eentuofy,  salnnitted  the 

following  resolution : 

Seaolvtd,  That  the  Clerk  of  tbe  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires  be  directed  to  procure  two  hundred  and 
dxteen  copies  of  tbe  del»tes  of  the  State  ccmveu- 
tlons  on  the  adoption  of  tbe  ftderal  constitution  In 
1787,  one  copy  of  which  to  be  deHvered  to  each 
memlMr;  and  tltat  tbe  <^erk  be  directed,  also,  to 
have  preserved  for  each  member  an  extra  copy  of 
tbe  reports  of  Congress,  at  each  session,  and  to 
have  the  same  bound  In  a  stnmg,  cheap,  ordinary 
tending,  to  embrace  tbe  present  aeasioo,  and  to 
oootinne  in  future. 

In  BuppcHt  of  Uie  resolution,  Vx.  Joamaa 
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said  that,  when  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
the  other  Hoose,  he  had  beea  provided  with 
the  reports  of  this  Hoose,  and  that  thej  were 
of  Talae  to  him.  He  had  an  opportnaity  to 
read  them  in  the  receaa,  and  they  therefore  be- 
came of  eqaal  valne  to  his  constitnents.  They 
would  be  K>and  of  vast  importanoe  to  members 
generally. 

Witii  regard  to  Uie  otiier  portion  of  his  reso- 
lotion,  it  provided  f<ur  the  pnrcbaBe  of  a  work 
of  great  importanoe  to  members,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  tiieir  public  dndea.  The  other  Hoose 
had  passed  a  resolution,  by  which  eaoh  mem- 
ber of  it  had  been  famished  with  a  copy  of  that 
valuable  work,  and  be  ho]>ed  that  the  members 
of  this  House  would  also  be  put  in  possesion 
of  it 

Mr.  Ohilton  woold  not  consume  the  time  of 
the  House,  in  debating  the  resolution;  but 
would  content  himself  with  calling  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  its  adoptiim. 

Mr.  iKeunoLL  aued  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

Ur.  OaiiBBKLiraa  said  tiie  resolution  waa  one 
of  an  obuozlouB  character.  If  the  House  was 
disposed  to  sanction  the  measure  at  all,  it 
should  be  done  by  law.  Resolutions  of  a  sim- 
ilar character  had,  at  the  present  session,  been 
referred  to  the  Oommtttee  on  the  Library, 
and  he  hoped  thia  would  take  the  lame  direo- 
tion. 

Mr.  JoamoH  said  a  law  was  not  necessary  in 
this  case — it  had  not  been  the  custom  or  prae- 
tioe  heretofore,  and  he  aaw  no  necessity  for  it 
now.  The  Senate  had  ei^oyed  the  benefit  of 
the  work,  and  it  was  proeored  wititout  the  for- 
m^ty  of  a  joint  reecdnUon. 

After  a  few  words  from,  Mr.  VioKum,  in 

Z«Mtion  to  the  reaolntimi,  it  waa  referred  to 
library  Committee — yeas  70,  nays  69. 

Salt  Betertet  in  lUinoit. 
The  bill  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  reserved  for  the  nse  of  salt  springs,  on 
the  Vennillion  River,  in  that  State,  waa  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  question  put  on  its  pas- 

.  Dbjltton  opposed  the  passage  of  the 
InU. 

Mr.  IitTnr,  of  Ohio,  sni^rarted  it 

Mr.  DxmoAn  replied  to  the  arguments  urged 
by  1&.  DuTTOv  Bg^nst  tiie  rimt  of  the  State 
to  these  lands ;  and  advocated  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  as  a  measure  calculated  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  as  much  as  that 
of  the  State.  He  said  the  reservation  waa  all 
timbered  land,  and  the  land  in  the  vicinity  was 
prurie ;  that  the  sale  of  the  timber  was  neces- 
sary for  the  improvement  of  the  country,  and 
would  cause  the  sale  of  a  much  laraer  quantity 
of  pr^ie,  which  was  public  land,  lie  believed 
the  land  waa  not  necessary  to  support  the  salt 
works ;  the  sale  of  them  bad  been  asked  for  by 
the  Legislature,  and  he  knew  it  was  a  meaanre 
greatly  desired  by  the  dtiaena  ol  that  part  of 
the  States 


[FBBSaA>T,  1881. 

Mr.  WiOKUFTB  sud  the  bill  had  undergone 
a  thoroqgh  examination  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  that  committee  was  unan- 
imous in  the  opinion  that  the  bill  should  pass. 

After  some  further  conversatioa  between 
Messrs.  Dbattom,  Ihtik,  of  Ohio,  Wickliffb, 
Duncan,  and  Pkitis,  the  question  was  pat  on 
the  paamge  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  tli«  aX- 
firmative. 

The  bill  for  the  rdlef  of  Joseph  H.  Webb, 
coming  up  OD  ita  passage,  it  was  opposed  hy 
Messrs.  Wiluamb,  Batu,  Dbattov,  and  Cuio, 
and  was.  supported  by  Measrs.  Johhsoh,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Whittlbsbt,  Punoak,  and  Comm. 

[The  bill  provided  for  an  increase  of  the  pen- 
sion of  the  petitioner,  on  account  of  increasing 
disability  from  a  wound  he  received  from  an 
Indian,  while  carrying  the  moil  through  the 
Indian  country.  It  was  opposed,  on  the  ground 
that  Congress  had  no  right  to  pension  other 
than  those  who  were  wounded  In  the  military 
or  naval  aervioe.  Mr.  Cohiikb,  to  ahow  tliat 
Oongreaa  ha^  pasacd  a  bill  allowing  a  pwrion 
in  a  similar  case,  read  the  law,  which  granted  a 

Jension  to  the  widow  and  representatives  cHf 
ohn  Heap,  who  was  killed  by  mail  robbers^ 
while  in  the  act  of  carrying  the  mall.] 

The  question  being  put  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  was  reacted  by  a  vote  of  M  to  73. 


HoKDAT,  February  7. 

Inditm  Jffaim. 

Ur.  Etbbxtt,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  n 
memorial  of  InhaUtants  of  the  town  of  Bouth- 
unpton,  in  the  oounty  of  Hampshire,  and  State 
of  Maasacbusetta,  praying  that  the  act  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  providing  for  an  ez- 
chanoe  of  lands  with  certuo  Indian  tribes,  and 
for  tneir  removal  and  permanent  settlement 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  may  be  repealed ;  that 
treaties  made  with  the  Indians,  heretofore^  may- 
be inviolably  observed ;  and  that  the  said  In- 
dians may  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  lands,  fmd  in  all  the  rights  secured  to 
them  by  engagements  entered  into  between  the 
siud  Indians  and  the  United  Stetes.  Mr.  £. 
observed,  that  he  had  long  f^t  it  to  be  the  dntj 
of  the  House  to  consider  the  all-important  sub- 
ject of  this  memorial.  Be  dionld,  himseU^  l^^ 
w^  of  resolution,  have  called  the  attention  oif 
the  House  to  the  snlyect,  had  no  other  member 
expressed  an  intention  of  doing  so,  if  it  had 
been  possible,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  to 
move  a  resolution.  Bat  it  was  known  to  the 
Chair,  that,  for  several  weeks  past,  there  had 
not  been  a  moment  when  it  was  in  order  to 
move  a  resolution.  A  petition  from  a  very  re- 
spectable community  in  the  Stete  which  he  had 
the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  had  been  placed 
in  his  bauds.  By  the  rules  of  the  House,  a  pe- 
tition cannot  be  debated  on  the  day  on  which 
it  ia  presented,  but  must  lie  on  the  table  one 
day.  As  petitions  are  reorived  only  one  day  of 
the  wee^  on  Mondays^  Mr,  E.  observed  that 
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th«  memorial  vbich  he  presented  must,  under 
these  rules,  lie  on  the  table  till  that  day,  and 
then  oome  up  as  the  nnSnished  basiness  of  peti- 
tions. He  be^ed  leave,  therefore,  in  present- 
ing this  petition,  to  g^ve  aotice,  that,  when  it 
ebooM  oome  np  on  Monday  neit,  he  uiODid  fed 
it  his  daty  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  7617  important  qaestion  of  imitecting  tlie 
Indian  tribes  in  the  poasessions  and  ri^^ts  se- 
cored  to  them  h7  treotj  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States. 

Colonitatiort  Society. 
Hr.  BouLDiN,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  a  number  of  his  constituents,  praying 
aid  from  Congress  for  the  Colonization  Society, 
to  which  he  mtimated  his  own  disaffreement, 
bat  moved  that  it  he  printed ;  which  was  or- 
dered. 

Th»  Salt  It^t. 

3fr.  Maixabt  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
Conindttee  on  Manofactnres,  on  the  restoration 
of  the  doty  on  imported  sal^  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  House. 

Ifr.  Ohiltos  was  opp<»ed  to  the  motion* 
The  bOl  was  done  with  for  this  session,  by  the 
consent  of  both  its  friends  and  enemies,  and  be 
was  in  favor  of  letting  the  report  sleep  with  the 
bilL  The  report  contained  an  ex  parte  ar^- 
ment  on  thewbject,  which  Mr.  0.  did  not  wish 
to  send  among  the  people  with  even  this  indi- 
rect sanction  of  the  House.  The  country  was 
now  in  a  state  of  excitement,  «id  every  mem- 
ber oofi^t  to  be  willing  to  allay  that  exdtement, 
instead  of  sending  forth  what  would  tend  to 
inoranae  it  However  untenable  the  argument 
of  the  report — an  argument  so  fiillacious  that 
an^  BclHmlboy  could  answer  it — the  order  to 
print  an  extra  number  would  give  to  it  some 
aagrw  of  importance.  The  report  was  pre- 
sumed to  be  the  production  of  an  individual  of 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures;  and  if  the 
practice  were  to  prevail,  it  would  become  an 
ea^  matter  for  any  member  of  tbe  House  to 
have  his  opinions  sent  forth  with  this  sanction, 
however  ooaoxious  they  might  be  to  the  sense 
of  the  House.  If  gentlemen  desired  to  dis- 
trihsAe  copies  of  the  report,  let  them  do  it  at 
their  own  expense,  not  at  that  of  the  Hboae. 

Mr.  "WiLLiAiiB  moved  to  laj  the  motion  for 
printing  on  the  table. 

"itr.  Mallaht  requested  that  Mr.  W.  wonld 
withdraw  the  motion,  to  give  him  an  oppor- 
tonity  of  replying  to  Mr.  Chilton's  remarks, 
bat  Mr.  W.  declined  yielding  to  the  reqnest. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  laymg  this 
motion  on  the  table,  and  was  decided,  by  yeas 
and  DAjBy  in  the  negative — ^yeas  82.  nays  100. 

XbB  it^vt  was  then  wdered  to  be  printed. 

1^  Jttdieiary  ^partt.  ' 
The  House  having  taken  up  the  resolution 
■nbnoitted  some  days  ago,  hj  Mr.  Wnrn,  of 
Kew  Tork,  to  print  three  t^usand  additional 
eopiea  of  toe  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 


Judiciary  in  favor  of  repealing  the  36th  section 
of  the  Judiciary  act  of  1789,  together  with  the 
counter  report  of  the  minority  of  the  commit- 
tee— 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  it  might  be  sum>osed 
he  felt  some  interest  in  tiie  saooess  of  this  mo- 
tion, bat  really  he  felt  none.  The  question  on 
the  repeal  of  tiie  96th  section  bad  been  settied 
by  the  House — settied  to  Mr.  entire  satis- 
f action.  This  decision  had  gone  forth  to  the 
people,  and  he  saw  no  good  purpose  it  ooold 
answer  to  send  the  two  ailments  of  the  com- 
mittee lagging  after  it  through  the  country. 
He  was  therefore  opposed  to  printing  any  ad£- 
tional  copies. 

Mr.  Batnbs,  of  Qeor^a,  was  in  favor  of 
printing  the  extra  copies.  The  report  of  the 
committee  contained  a  fi^  exposition  of  the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  26th  section ;  and  as 
there  had  been  no  opportunity  for  a  discusrion 
of  the  sniject  in  the  House^  he  wiriied  the  ar- 
gnment  of  the  committee  to  be  extenrively  dia* 
seminated.  Ko  man,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  more  at- 
tached to  the  Union  of  the  States  than  himself; 
but  he  did  not  oonrider  the  proposition  to  re- 
peal the  section  as  aaj  attack  on  the  Union ; 
on  the  contrary,  being  satisfied  that  the  section 
was  itself  unconstitutional,  he  was  in  favor  of 
its  repeal,  and  wished  the  argument  of  the 
committee  printed  for  the  information  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Ohilton  moved  that  the  motion  be  laid 
on  the  table ;  hut  withdrew  his  motion  at  the 
reqnest  of  several  gentiemen. 

Mr.  DoDDKiDGE,  of  Tliwiia,  remarked,  that 
much  had  been  said,'  and  many  allusions  had 
been  made  to  an  ezpresrion  of  his  tm  a  former 
occasion,  that  he  considered  the  proposition  to 
repeal  the  25th  section  of  the  jndiciary  act  as 
equivalent  to  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  Union. 
Such,  said  Mr.  D.,  is  my  opinion.  '  It  is  my 
opinion,  and  I  hope  no  anjpy  feelings  will  be 
produced  by  my  avowing  it.  Although  I  en- 
tertain this  opinion,  I  was  willing  to  discoss 
the  biU,  and  it  was  no  fault  of  mine  that  it  was 
not  discussed.  I  did  not  make  the  motion  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  which  precluded  de- 
bate. Mr.  D.  said  he  had  been  spoken  to  b^ 
aereral  gentlemen  to  support  the  printing  of  an 
additional  number  of  ue  report,  &o. ;  and  al- 
though the  report  and  counter  report  had  been 
very  gmerally  published  in  the  newspapers,  he 
was  wiUing  to  order  the  extra  number ;  indeed, 
a  larger  number  than  that  proposed.  The  re- 
ports were  important;  and,  in  the  pamphlet 
form,  gentiemen  to  whom  they  were  sent, 
would  be  more  likely  to  preserve  them  for 
their  own,  and  the  perusal  of  others.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  so  as 
to  print  six  thousand  instead  (tf  three  thousand 
additional  copies. 

Mr.  GoBDON,  of  "Virginia,  said,  llie  remark  ot 
his  odleagn^  as  to  the  oharaoter  of  the  bill,  he 
must  consider  as  a  direct  reflection  on  the  com- 
mittee which  rttxffted  it  An^  as  one  of  tiioae 
who  oononrred  m  the  repwti  he  must  protest 
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agunat  that  reflection.  Wben  a  committee  of 
the  House  had  given  to  a  sabjeot  the  calmest 
and  matureet  investigation,  and  a  motion  ia 
made  to  print  their  report,  a  gentleman  gets 
np,  and,  in  a  tone  of  alann,  denoanoes  the  prop- 
osition as  tantamount  to  a  motion  to  repeal  toe 
Union ;  and  this,  too,  from  a  gentlanan  whoae 
l^al  character,  and  whose  standing  In  the 
HoQse,  gave  hia  opinions  some  control  ow  the 
opinions  of  otbm.  To  an  opinion  so  erro- 
neoos,  and  a  oonrae  so  extraordinary,  Hr.  G. 
ooold  not  BQbmit  in  silence.  In  re^ird  to  the 
Union  of  these  States,  Mr.  G.  sdd  he  viewed  it 
as  the  palladiam  of  oar  hopes,  and  of  the  liher- 
tiee  of  mankind ;  and  he  felt  as  strong  an  at- 
taclmtent  to  it  aa  his  ooUeagne  conld  possibly 
feel,  althongh  he  might  say  less  than  bim  about 
it.  As  to  the  oonstitationality  of  the  25th  seo- 
tion  of  the  jndioiary  act,  has  it  not,  l£r.  G. 
ukaA,  been  mooted  frequently.  It  was  nether 
a  new  qnestion,  nor  an  alarming  mie.  Conld 
it  be  new,  etroecially  to  a  "^Hrginia  law7erf 
Does  the  gentleman  not  know  that  the  Vir- 
pnia  judiciary,  with  Roane  at  its  head,  had 
solemnly  denied  the  oonstitntionality  of  that 
section !  Did  he  not  also  know  that  many  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  State,  indading  John 
Taylor,  of  Carolioe,  had  contended  that  uie  seiv- 
tion  was  nnconstitntional  t  Did  not  Georgia, 
the  other  day,  by  her  Le^latnre,  deny  the 
oonstitationality  the  act,  aod  order  her  Kzeo- 
ntive,  with  all  her  powers,  to  repel  its  enforce- 
ment OQ  her  t  Had  not  PennsylTania,  too,  de- 
dared  it  nnconstitDtional,  and  reristod  ita  eze- 
ontion?  Why,  then,  this  ttne  of  alarm  and 
terror  f  Why  the  call  for  the  preTions  qnes- 
tion, to  sappress  debate  on  the  biUf  Why  shnn 
ita  oiscnasioii  I  Ur.  Q.  did  not  himself  desire 
to  debate  it  He  might  not  evMi  hare  deemed 
this  a  proper  time  for  distarbing  the  qoestion ; 
but  he  saw  nothing  in  the  proposition  to  be 
alarmed  at.  On  the  contrary,  I  declare  to 
God,  ezdumed  Mr.  G.,  I  belieTo  nothing  woold 
tend  BO  maob  to  compose  the  present  a^tation 
of  the  coontry,  and  allay  the  preTailmg  excite- 
ment, as  the  repeal  of  that  portion  of  the  jn- 
didary  act.  JSs.  G.  alluded  to  the  case  of  Oo- 
hens,  by  which  the  State  of  Virginia  was  made 
a  party  b^bre  the  BniB!«me  Court,  and  had  em- 
ployed distjn^ished  oonnset  to  argne  the  an- 
oonstitationality  of  the  authority  cldmed  by 
the  court ;  and  was  proceeding  to  make  some 
farther  remarks^  but  checked  mmael^  as  he  did 
not  wish,  he  said,  to  go  into  the  menta  of  the 
qaestion. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDOE  observed  that  his  colleague^s 
remarks  about  the  previous  question,  and  about 
the  suppression  of  debate  on  the  bill,  did  not 
apply  to  him.  He  had  not  moved  tiie  previous 
question,  or  made  any  other  motion  which 
woald  preclude  debate;  and,  as  for  what  his 
eolleagne  thought  of  his  cnmucma,  he  did  notoare 
a  tittle— not  a  tittle.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  not 
been  averse  to  debating  the  Ull ;  but,  as  it  was 
not  debated,  he  was  in  &vor  <tf  giving  the  great- 
est pofldble  pabUdt7  to  the  a^punents^  fn  and 


con,  of  the  committee,  and  had,  th6nfai& 
moved  to  increase  the  number  of  additioM 
copies  to  dx  thousand. 

Here  the  expiration  of  the  hour  put  an  col 
to  the  sulfjeot  for  this  day. 


WsHnsDAT,  Febmaiy  9. 

Mr.  WioKum  laid  <m  tlie  taUe  the  ftDov- 

ing  resolution : 

.AmoZiw^  That  the  Freslduit  of  the  United  Btatei 
be  requested  to  commtmlcate  to  this  Hotue  the 
amount  of  esch  defUcation,  ud  tbe  dudm  of  the 
defkulten;  the  names  and  aroount  of  each  peeolt- 
tion  opoa  the  Treasury,  or  fraudulent  use  ftf  the  pub- 
Uo  money  by  lodlvidaidB  in  tiie  Mnph^meat  of  tha 
Govenunent;  and  the  names  of  the  perara  or  psN 
sons  etmeened  therdn;  the  Instanees  in  wbioh  the 
public  money  has  been  mteappUed  or  diverted  &oa 
the  4^ects  for  which  it  was  appropriated  by  Oon* 
gress ;  and,  also,  the  amount  tu  Ira  pro  per  aOow- 
aaces  to  oBQcera,  agents,  or  others,  in  ue  public  em* 
plojment,  made  by  any  of  the  departmenta  of  the 
Qovemment ;  the  amounts  thereof,  and  towliOB  at 
lowed,  mnce  the  Sd  day  of  March,  18SS. 


Tbcbsdat,  February  10. 
Internal  Imprwement^ 

Mr.  Eemfhill,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
temal  Improvements,  to  which  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  States  at  the  comroen cement  of  the 
present  sesnon  as  relates  to  that  subject,  made 
a  report  thereon,  and  moved  that  it  be  ccmmiit- 
ted  and  printed. 

The  report  embraced  a  ftdl  r^^to  tiie 
ions  announced  in  the  Executive  Xessue  ok 
the  subject  vX  intemal  improvement,  and  eon* 
eluded  with  the  following  resolution : 

Rfolvei,  That  it  is  expedient  that  tfae  Gcnml 
Government  should  ooolinne  to  proseeute  iDtemal 
impTOTemmti^  by  dreet  appropriataoDS  of  mtuej, 
or  by  snbflcriptlons  fm  stock  m  companies  tneoi^ 
porated  In  the  respective  States. 

H^THKS  oalled  for  the  reading  of  flu  re- 
port. The  OleA  having  prf^ressed  at  sons 
length, 

Mr.  Obilton  moved  to  anroend  the  farths 
reading,  and  that  the  report  lie  on  the  taU<^ 
and  be  printed. 

After  a  few  remarks  between  Messrs.  Wkk* 
L1FFB,  OniLnni^  and  the  Ohaib,  aa  to  a  pant  of 
order, 

The  Clerk  resumed  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port ;  when, 
Mr.  MoDvnXB  moved  to  nepinA  flie  flirUMr 

reading. 

[Here  arose  a  discuanon  between  Mr.  IfoDir- 
FIB,  the  Ohaib,  and  Messrs.  Ukbokb,  Surasa- 
uun>,  and  Wioeuffk  as  to  the  oorreotnesB  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  MoDdppik.  It  was  ineiated, 
on  the  <Hie  sktoi  that  wbot  a  motim  at  xesidii' 
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tion  ma  being  read  the  first  time,  it  was  not 
in  order  fur  a  member  to  move  to  suspend  the 
reading.  On  the  other  band,  it  was  asserted 
that,  ^  a  role  of  the  Hoosgl  "  when  the  read- 
ing of  a  paper  "  was  "  called  for,  and  the  same 
objected  to  hj  any  member,  it  shoald  be  deter- 
mined hj  &  TOte  of  the  Honse."  Former  de- 
miom  in  the  caae  were  also  reforred  to ;  and 
the  dediiMi  of  the  Ohair,  that  the  motion  was 
not  in  cn^r,  was  ^tpealed  from.  ib.  Xuiur 
wai  temporarily  in  the  ohair  to-day.  To  save 
time,  3fr.  Hathis  withdrew  bis  motion  for  the 
readmg.] 

The  r^KHt  was  then  ordered  to  be  oonm^t- 
ted,  and  the  nsnal  number  of  oc^ies  directed  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Yasoe  moved  for  the  printing  of  six 
thousand  additional  copies ;  whidi  moUon,  by 
a  mle  of  the  Hooae^  was  laid  over  till  the  next 
day. 

SaUiaun  and  WaOiitgton  Baiinad. 
This  bdng  the  day  set  apart  for  Disteiot  bod- 
n(«s,  Ur.  SkH>DBinoE  moved  that  the  ^Mise 
take  np  the  bill  to  anthorlxe  the  ^tendon,  oon- 
Btmotion,  and  use  of  a  lateral  branch  of  the 
BalUmore  and  Ohio  Rulroad,  into  and  witluu 
the  District  of  Colnmbia. 

Mr.  DoBBBT  stated  that  a  portion  of  the  del- 
egation of  Maryland  was  pUced  in  an  embar- 
rassing predicament  on  this  bilL  They  did  not 
wish  to  do  any  thin^  which  might  endanger 
the  bill ;  bot  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  bad 
now  before  it  a  proposition  to  eonstraot  a  ridl- 
road  from  Baltimore  to  Washington,  by  tbe 
State  foods ;  and  it  wonld  seem  respect  for 
the  members  from  Maryland  to  wait  the  action 
of  the  State  Luidatnre  on  the  anbjeot  A 
<tf  the  ddegatiott  had  thfvesMre  con- 
together,  and  agreed  to  more  a  post- 
ponement  of  the  bill  for  a  few  days. 

Mr.  HowABD  opposed  the  motion  very  ear- 
needy,  and  stated  tne  nature  of  the  bill  which 
was  now  before  tiie  Legislature  of  Maryland, 
to  show  the  improbability  that  the  proposition 
would  result  in  the  work  being  on^tuen  by 
the  State.  At  bis  request,  Mr.  Dobset,  fbr  the 
presen^withdrew  his  motion ;  and 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  and  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  Committee  for 
the  DiatritA  Oolnmlna. 

[OtHuiderable  ^aooBaioa  took  place  on  tiie 
aroendmepts,  in  whidi  Meesrs.  Howaed,  Don- 
ifaaa*,  WASHnraTOi^  SBwcn,  Bbowh,  Mib- 
ciB,  HonvAH,  and  JuiDvwwiM,  took  port] 

The  remainder  of  the  dtting  was  woaA  on 
the  District  biUs. 


MoNiMiT,  February  14. 

Indian  Jffain — Que8tim<tf  Order, 

The  petition  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Etsb- 
KTT,  of  Masaaohnaeits^  last  Monday,  from  sun- 
dry utizena  of  Uassaohnsetts,  praying  the  re- 
peal of  the  Indian  law  of  last  sessioii,  Ao,  was 
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announced  by  the  Ohair  as  now  before  the 
House  for  disposal. 

Mr.  TuoKKB,  of  South  Oarolina,  drananded 
that  the  question  of  "consideration"  be  put^ 
and  the  Speaker  announced  this  to  be  the  ques- 
tion. 

[This  question  precludes  debate  on  any  mo- 
tion, nnleas  the  House  deddes  in  &Tffir  of  its 
con8iderati<ni.] 

Mr.  LuHPXis  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  qnestion  of  *'  cimuderation and  they 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  EvKBETT  said  that  he  considered  the  de- 
mand for  the  question  of  oondderation  out  of 
order ;  the  petition  had  been  received  by  the 
Eousa  and,_  if  this  motion  were  entertiuned  by 
the  Chur,  it  would  out  off  all  debate  on  the 
petition,  which  Mr.  £.  said  he  had  a  right 
to  discuss,  oa  presenling  it,  if  he  thought 
proper. 

The  Spuebb  sud  the  House  had  a  right  to 
de(»de  whether  it  would  oonaider  the  gentie- 
maa's  motion— it  had  a  ri^t  to  lef use  to  r»- 
oeive  the  petititn  itself. 

Mr.  EvBBKTi.  But  tiie  House  has  recdved 
the  petition. 

The  Spbakib  sdd  the  petition  had  been  re- 
ceived and  laid  on  the  table  ■  that  the  House 
bad  a  rif^t  now  to  say  whethw  it  wonld  con- 
sider the  gentieman^s  motion  touching  its  refer- 
ence, and  therefore  the  demand  for  the  ques- 
tion of  consideration  was  in  order. 

Hr.  Bell  asked,  if  the  House  decided  in 
favor  of  "  conuderatiou,"  what  time  would  the 
discussion  be  in  order  1 

The  Speakeb  replied,  it  oonld  only  be  con- 
tinued to-day,  and  the  next  di^s  on  which  the 
presentation  of  petitions  would  be  in  tnder, 
(namely,  on  Monday  alone.) 

Mr.  EvEBBTt  said  he  felt  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  appealing  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  on  the  correctness  of  entering  tlte  de- 
mand for  the  qnestion  of  consideration ;  argu- 
ing that  this  was  no  motion  or  propoaitioa 
omsred  to  the  House,  but  simply  a  petition 
&om  a  portion  of  his  constituent,  which  they, 
in  the  exercise  of  their  constitutional  right,  had 
presented  to  the  House  through  bim,  their  rep- 
resentative. He  had  laid  it  on  the  table,  under 
the  rule^  it  came  up  to-day,  as  a  matter  of 
course;  its  oonoderation  required  no  motion, 
and  he  had  made  none ;  the  matter  before  the 
House  was  the  petition  itself  and  to  liiat  he 
had  a  right  to  speak  ■  it  was  a  constitutional 
right  to  which  the  role  of  ooiiuderatlon  could 
not  apply,  and  could  not  cnt  off. 

Mr.  TnoKEB,  in  a  &w  remarks,  defended  his 
call  for  the  question  of  "  consideration,"  and 
his  motive  for  making  it  His  ottJect  was  to 
save  the  time  of  the  House  from  btfng  wasted 
in  a  useless  debate. 

The  Spbaeeb,  after  stating  the  case,  read  the 
rules  in  point,  which  he  explained  at  some 
lengtii,  to  show  the  correctness  of  his  decision 
in  entertuning  the  demand  for  "oonndero- 
tion,"    He  referred  particularly  to  the  fifth 
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role,  which  is  as  follows :  "  WheD  any  motioo 
or  proposition  is  made,  the  question,  '  Will  the 
House  now  consider  it ! '  shall  not  be  put,  un- 
less it  is  dananded  by  some  member^  or  is 
deemed  neoessaiy  by  the  Speaker." 

Mr.  Watbs  asked  it  he  was  to  nndentud 
that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  ftom  Sonth 
Oarolina  (Mr.  Tuoob)  was  in  order  befi>re  the 
sentlemon  from  UasMohnsettB  (Ur.  Etsrbtt) 
had  submitted  any  proposition. 

The  Sfkakbk  replied,  that  he  considered 
there  was,  virtaaUy,  a  motion  before  the  House, 
on  taking  up  the  petition  for  disposal. 

Ur.  WATHx  thought  ^at  did  not  follow  of 
course.  The  gentleman  from  Hassachnsetts 
had  not  submitted  any  proposition  relative  to 
the  petition ;  and,  until  he  did  that,  the  House 
could  not  know  what  his  motion  would  l>e,  or 
dedde  whether  ther  would  consider  it  The 
House  would  be  Toang  in  the  dark.  He  mun- 
t^ed  that  the  Speaker  wonld  be  right,  had  the 
gentleman  made  any  motion  for  the  disporition 
of  the  petition,  but  at  present  the  demand  of 
"  consideration  "  he  thought  premature. 

Ur.  TnoEEB  then  withdrew  his  call  for  the 
question  of  consideration. 

Ur.  ErBBBTT  said  it  was  his  intention  to  de- 
bate the  petition  which  he  had  presented  to  the 
House ;  and  when  the  Speaker  decided  that  he 
could  not  do  so,  he  denied  a  right  which  was 
sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, and  was  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of 
this  House.  During'  the  last  war,  many  im- 
portant qnestions  were  debated  tm  the  presen- 
tation of  petitions. 

The  Spbukb.  There  must  still  be  a  motion 
before  the  House  to  authorize  debate. 

Ur.  Eterktt.  If  I  am  entitled  to  the  floor, 
[seTcral  members  were  attempting  to  address 
the  Ohur,]  I  will  then  submit  a  motion  before  I 
sit  down. 

The  Spbakkb.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Speaker,  or  of  any  member,  to  require  that 
every  motion  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  the 
Speaker  requires  that  the  gentleman  send  his 
motion  to  the  Chair  in  writing. 

Ur.  EnraTT  accordingly  aenfe  to  the  Ohair 
the  following  motion : 

That  the  sdd  mflmorial  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  AfiUra,  with  instructions  to  report 
a  bill  making  fUrther  provision  fbr  eieentinff  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  on  ttie  snl^t  of  inter- 
oonne  with  the  Indian  tribea;  and,  also,  tot  the 
fiUtbfoI  obsemnoe  of  the  treaties  between  the 
United  States  and  the  tali  tribes. 

Ur.  WiOKUFFE  demanded  that  the  question 
be  put  on  the  "  consideration  "  of  the  motion. 
He  had  no  idea  of  commencing  another  Indian 
war  at  this  period  of  the  session. 

Ur.  CoNDiOT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered;  and  the  ^wakv  hav- 
ing stated  the  questbn, 

Mr.  Etxbbtt  said,  if  he  understood  the  Chair 
that  it  was  in  order  to  preclude  debate  on  his 
iiu)tion  by  the  qnestimi  o£  "  mouderatiffli,"  he 
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must  appeal  to  the  House  from  the  dedatm  of 
the  Chair. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the 
appeal. 

Cmmdenible  debate  now  ensued  on  the  «>- 
peal  The  svpeal  was  anpportod  by  Mr. 
Etubr  and  Mr.  Batbb,  ot  Mossaobusetta,  and 
it  was  opposed,  and  the  dedrion  of  the  Choir 
defended,  by  Hr.  Watks  and  Ibr.  Tbomfbob; 
uf  Georgia.  Hnally, 

Ur.  EvxBBTT  Mdd.  yielding  to  the  wiahes  of 
Beveral  of  his  friends,  he  would  withdraw  the 
appeal,  and  meet  the  question  at  once. 

The  question  was  then  put — *'  ViU  the  House 
now  consider  the  motion !  "  and  was  dedded 
in  the  offirmatiTe— yeas  101,  naya  98. 


TuKSDAT,  February  16. 
SeU^Uf  Land  Pvrcktum. 

The  House  took  tm  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
supplementary  to  the  act  passed  on  the  Slst 
March,  1830,  for  the  reVm  of  purchasers  of 
pnblio  lands,  and  for  the  suppremon  of  frand- 
nlent  practices  at  the  public  solea  of  the  landa 
of  the  United  States. 

Ur.  Ibtix,  of  Ohio,  exposed  the  bill  with 
much  earnestness,  and  moved  to  strike  ont  the 
second  section. 

Ur.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  said,  he  hopbd  he 
shonld  be  indulged  by  the  House  in  giving 
some  explanation,  and  in  ttie  statement  of  a 
few  facts,  in  refBnnoe  to  the  bill  under  ccmsld- 
eration.  It  will  be  perceived,  said  he,  by  all 
who  have  attended  to  the  reading  of  the  bill, 
that  its  provisions  are  intended  to  be  supple- 
mentary to,  and  emendatory  of,  the  law  paased 
at  the  last  session  for  the  relief  of  land  pur- 
chasers. That  law  has  extended  relief  imper- 
fectly, and  very  unequally.  To  those  who 
bought  land  at  fourteen  dollars  per  acre,  and 
upwards,  which  had  reverted  with  the  one- 
fourth  paid  thereon,  patents  were  ^ven,  with- 
out Airther  payment;  whilst  those  who  had 
purchased  lands  at  less  than  fourteen  dollara, 
which  have  rinoe  reverted,  were  required  to 
pay  adcUtimial  sums  per  acre,  varying  aooord- 
ing  to  the  orif^nal  pnoe.  So  In  regard  to  the 
relinquished  land,  however  valuable  it  may  be, 
or  at  whatever  pricea  it  may  have  sold,  (and 
the  prices  varied  from  two  dollars  up  to  fwty, 
fifW,  and  even  as  high  as  seventy  and  ei^^ty 
dollars  per  acre,  merely  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses,) yet  no  higher  price  than  three  doUara 
and  fifty  cents  per  acre  is  required  by  the  law 
for  any  class  or  portion  of  it,  while  none  is  per- 
mitted to  be  taken  at  less  than  one  dollar  fifty- 
NX  and  a  fourth  cents.  This  is  a  variation  of 
less  than  two  dollars  in  all  tilie  di&rent  dasaee 
and  grades,  from  the  most  inferior  and  nupro- 
dnctive  to  Ihe  most  fertile  and  valuable.  It  is 
of  the  injustice  and  inequality  of  the  operatfcm 
of  this  law,  tiiat  the  memorial ista,  whose  inter- 
ests are  embraced  by  this  bill,  complain. 

It  aeema  to  me  Uut  this  brief  eq>lanation  ot 
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the  priiujples  of  the  law  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
non,  would  be  a  raffioient  exhibition  of  its  de- 
fects, to  satisfy  every  mraA  that  some  amend- 
ment is  demanded  hj  that  justice  which  regards 
the  interests  of  all  classes  with  equal  &Tor. 
But,  sir,  as  the  bill  has  been  attached  with  such 
Tebemence  bj  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Hr. 
iRTTif,)  as  he  has  tboaght  proper  to  speak  of 
the  large  Mnoont  which  it  proposes  to  give 
awaj,  and  has  endeavored  to  impress  the 
Hoose  with  the  idea  that  an  immense  interest 
is  involved,  and  that  the  measure  is  one  of  un- 
usnallj  important  character,  I  feel  called  upon 
to  go  fbrtber  into  the  discnsdon.  The  advo- 
cates of  the  bin  can  lose  nothing  bv  investiga- 
tion ;  for  the  better  it  is  understood,  the  more 
concInsiTe  will  appear  the  jnstness  utd  reason- 
ableness of  the  clfum  urged  bj  this  unfortunate 
daaa  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

6ir,  as  this  bill  is  intended  to  carry  ont  the 
principles  of  the  act  of  last  session,  already 
mentioned,  and  to  equalize  its  operation,  it  may 
not  bo  improper  or  unprofitable  very  briefly  to 
review  the  grounds  on  which  yonr  interposi- 
tion was  asked,  and  upon  which  that  measure 
was  accorded.    Yon  had  been  memorialized 
year  after  year  upon  this  sabjeot,  both  by  the 
peojile  and  the  legislatores  of  the  new  States. 
A«UB :  at  the  last  session  your  attention  was 
oelled  to  the  various  causes  which  had  con- 
spired to  produce  the  unprecedented  emharrass- 
inent  and  intolerable  distress  which  prevailed 
more  especially  in  the  Southwest,  fi-om  which 
quarter  came  the  petitions  for  the  modifications 
of  the  law  now  proposed.  You  were  reminded 
of  the  great  inducement  to  purchase  land  in 
that  section  of  the  countiy — ^the  production  of 
cotton,  the  great  staple  of  the  South,  to  which 
the  sou  and  climate  were  believed  to  be  alike 
adapted ;  and  that  at  the  time  of  those  sales 
(during  the  years  1818  and  1819)  this  staple 
was  more  in  demand,  and  commanded  a  higher 
price,  than  at  any  other  period  of  our  history, 
except  in  the  two  or  three  preceding  years. 
Yon  were  called  on  to  take  into  view  the  su- 
pembondance  of  the  circulating  medium  in 
those  years,  occasioned,  in  no  small  degree,  by 
the  extraordinary  multiplication  of  banks  in 
every  State  and  tenitory,  particularly  in  the 
West,  which  were  then  issuing  millions  of 
money,  in"  the  shape  of  promises,  never  to  be 
redeemed ;  and  all  this  then  receivable  in  your 
land  offices.   You  were  told  of  the  five  or  six 
mifHons  of  "Mississippi  stock,"  the  fruit  of 
compromise  with  tiie  "Yazoo  claimants,"  as 
thej  were  fiuniliarly  called,  issued  by  your  au- 
thority and  Erection,  to  be  received  m  tiie  land 
offices  of  His^srippi  and  Alabama  alone,  which 
added  greatly  to  ttie  already  delusive  appear- 
ance .of  capital  and  prosperity  in  those  'Statos. 
They  reiterated  their  well-founded  complaints 
of  the  combinations  of  speculators,  who  crowd- 
ed the  different  places  of  sale,  for  the  purpose 
of  monopolizing  the  lands  which  hod  been  im- 
proved, and  rendered  productive  by  their  toil, 
and  industry,  and  enterprise;  in  couseqaence 
Vol. 
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of  which  they  were  reduced  to  the  alternative 
of  giving  prices  the  most  extravaganL  even  for 
those  extravagant  times,  or  submit  to  be  driven 
still  further  back  into  the  wilderness,  at  seasons 
when  ruin  and  starvation  would  have  been  the 
almost  inevitable  result  to  many  of  their  fami- 
lies. After  all  this,  when  the  currency  of  the 
United  States  had  been  reduced  from  about  one 
hundred  and  ten  millions  to  forty-five.milliona 
of  dollars;  when  the  Mississippi  stock  had 
almost  entirely  disappeared ;  when  many  of 
the  banks  had  exploded,  and  the  paper  of  nine- 
tenths  oS  them  was  refused  in  payment,  you 
ahmdoned  the  credit  system,  and  sold, yonr 
land  tot  cash,  at  a  nduotion  oi  87^  per 
centum. 

They  turned  your  attention  to  another  fact, 
which  seems  to  me,  of  itself,  conclusive  of  their 
claim  to  your  equitable  consideration — the  sud- 
den and  unprecedented  reduction  in  the  value 
of  their  staple,  its  continued  depression,  and 
the  consequent  proportionate  dimmution  in  the 
value  of  the  capital  employed  in  its  produc- 
tion. When  the  lands  in  question  were  sold, 
and  for  several  previous  years,  cotton  would 
readily  command  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
cents  per  pound ;  for  some  years  past,  the  aver- 
age price  has  not  been  more  than  une-fburth. 
As  much  land  and  as  much  labor  are  now  re- 

auired  to  produce  a  ^ven  quantity,  say  fifty 
lousand  pounds  of  net  cotton,  as  tiien ;  but 
mark  the  difference  in  the  sum  received  by  the 
planter.  At  the  price  in  181S,  (assuming  twen- 
ty-eight cents  as  the  average,)  that  quantity 
was  worth  $14,000 ;  at  the  price  of  the  last 
four  or  five  years,  (assuming  seven  cents  as  a 
fair  average,)  the  same  quantity  would  only  be 
worth  $3,S00.  Bear  in  mind,  too,  that  the 
diminution  in  the  amount  of  incidental  ex- 
penses has  not  been  in  equal  proportion ;  while 
cotton  has  gone  down  three-fourths,  they  have 
not  been  reduced  more  thui  one-fourth.  Sup- 
pose the  fonntf  amount  of  thoae  charges  to 
have  been  $2,000,  it  would  have  left  the  plant- 
er's net  profit  at  $13,000 ;  take  from  the  total 
product  now  $1,500,  being  one-fourth  less,  and 
it  leaves  him  only  $2,000,  only  one-sixth  of  the 
former  profit.  If  the  same  quantity  of  land, 
with  the  same  amount  of  capital  and  lalior  em- 
ployed in  its  cultivation,  will  profit  the  owner 
but  one-sixth,  can  it  be  worth  one-fourth  the 
price  at  which  it  might  before  have  been  rea- 
sonably estimated  ?  That  it  is  not,  is  as  clear 
as  demonstratiw  itself;  and  the  tinth  of  the 
melancholy  conoln^on  would  be  attested  by 
the  judgment  of  all  who  bAve  lived  in  the  re- 
gion alluded  to  during  the  last  twelve  years. 

But,  besides  those  fkcts,  which  were  abun- 
dantly established  by  reference  to  the  history  of 
the  country,  it  was  shown  by  the  official  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  that  the  purchasers  of  land  in  Alabama 
had  paid,  for  nearly  half  a  million  of  acres 
which  had  reverted,  an  average  price  of  one 
dollar  and  thirty-nine  cents  per  acre,  when 
your  sales  of  about  the  same  qowl^ity,  in  the 
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same  State,  daring  the  three  preceding  Teara, 
bad  exceeded  that  avwage  but  three-tenms  of 
a  cent  per  acre,  and  when  the  average  price 
of  near  a  miUifHi  and  a  half  at  aorw,  sold 
dnring  the  aame  three  years  in  Indiana,  IlUnois, 
and  M issoari,  had  iUIen  short  of  that  arerage 
■boat  fonrteen  cants  per  having  brooght 
but  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  ana  six  nulls 
per  acre. 

Id  view  of  snch  facts,  they  called  npcm  yon 
to  relieve  them  from  their  distreis  and  embar- 
rassment— to  exempt  them  from  the  minoaa 
consec^neDoes  of  oontracta,  which  had  been 
made.improvidently,  bat  in  good  faith.  Up<Hi 
tills  candid  and  Jast  exposition  of  tiie  grounds 
on  which  they  rested  their  claims,  they  asked 
yon  to  suffer  thorn  to  ret^n  their  homes,  which 
they  bad  improved  by  mnoh  labor  and  expendi- 
tnr^,  at  the  fiiir  valn^  as  it  had  been  asoer- 
tained  by  that  most  inftUihle  of  all  teat»-«z- 
perienoe.  Th^  oaUed  on  yon  as  thdr  Iwetb- 
ren,  and  the  repreeentatiTes  of  thdr  brethren , 
in  every  section  of  thc^r  beloved  coontry,  to 
deal  with  them  on  the  broad  and  liberal  prinol- 
ples  of  equity  and  good  conscience.  They 
appealed  to  yonr  sense  of  Justice  and  your 
magnanimity.  Thank  heaven  I  their  iqipeal 
was  not  wholly  in  vain ;  yon  did  aooord  to  them 
partial  relief ;  many  of  them,.perhapB  the  larger 
portion,  are  satisfied.  Those  who  had  pur- 
chased the  most  valnable  lands  were  ratirely 
rdieved  from  the  insupportable  burden  of  debt 
which  had  been  lianging  over  th«n  for  yeva, 
and  threatening  them  and  tbeir  ftndliea  with 
bankmptey  and  Those  who  had  pur- 

chased inferior  lands  fbwd  fai  the  law  some 
mitigation  of  their  grievances — a  suspaudon  of 
the  sales  of  their  homes,  which  were  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  ensning  q>ring  and  summer, 
and  the  harbinger  as  they  lM»ed  and  beUeved, 
of  more  equal  and  liberal  Jusnee  at  the  prennt 
session. 

The  petitioners  now  complain  that  the  act  of 
last  session  "  does  not  aSbrd  to  them  either  an 
adequate  or  proportionate  relief."  They  dia- 
claim  all  "  invidious  feelings  at  the  good  fortnnc 
of  HbB  holders  of  high-priced  lands,  who  are 
presented  with  patents  on  surrendering  their 
certificates  and  p^ng  fhe  fees  of  t^oe."  Kor 
do  they  complain  *'  m  the  pre-emption  rights 
granted  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands;"  but 
tiiey  "  view  with  surprise  and  r^ret  the  fact 
of  their  forming  an  isolated  class,  apparently 
excluded  from  the  favor  of  Government."  Th  ey 
think  (and  it  is  certainly  a  reasonable  opinion) 
that  if  the  ohject'of  Congress  was  to  ruse  a 
certain  amount  from  land  debtors,"  it  was  but 
"Just  that  it  should  have  been  drawn  in  rata- 
ble proportions  from  all ;"  whilst,  in  point  of 
fact,  *'the  heaviest  contribations  have  been 
levied  upon  the  holders  of  low-priced  lands, 
generally  conristing  of  the  poorer  classes  of 
soraety."  Snoh  is  tiimr  language,  and  such  are 
their  views;  and  they  are  unquestionably 
fbunded  in  tmth.  Whoever  has  examined  the 
euutmenta  of  tlu  law  oom|dained  ot^  and  has 


understood  its  operation,  will  be  ready  to 
respond  to  the  truth  and  accuracy  of  erery 
ground  assumed  by  the  memorialists. 

Sir,  what  do  the  petitioners  ask  ?  Simply 
that  yon  will  extend  to  them  relitf  pn>pca<- 
tionato  to  that  which  you  have  extended  to 
their  more  fortunate  and  more  wealthy  breth- 
ren and  fiallow-eufferera.  They  ask  a  meaaora 
.  of  Jnstice,  equal  to  that  which  you  have  meted 
out  to  others,  .who  are  less  needy,  and  have  no 
better  claims,  on  any  fair  ju^oiple.  The  basis, 
the  very  foundation  ot  their  claim  is,  that  it  is 
as  fair  to  presume  that  reverted  or  relinquished 
lands,  which  origintdly  sold  for  less  than  fonr- 
teen dollars  per  acre,  brought,  or  rather  ex- 
ceeded, its  proporti<niate  value^  as  that  thoea 
lauds  did  which  sold  for  higher  prices.  And  is 
not  this  assumption  peifeotlr  reasiHiable  and 
well  founded  t  Is  lit  not  a  fiur  oonclosion,  that 
land,  situated  in  the  same  section  of  oonntry, 
put  up  at  auoti(m  at  the  same  time,  in  the  ume 
market,  and  in  the  same  otmimimity,  would 
sell  according  to  its  proportionate  value,  h&vina 
reference  to  the  quality  of  soil,  aitaation,  wid 
all  other  in<»dents  which  enhance  or  diminish 
itf  Ton  most  admit  It,  or  agree  that  yonr 
mode  of  selling  the  i>UDlic  hmds  is  entirely 
erroneous;  for  the  auction  system  is  predicated 
cm  the  assnmption  that  it  is  the  true  mode  <^ 
gating  the  nil  and  ftir  value  at  eaoh  tract  of 

Sir,  it  may  not  be  impropw  to  explun  how 
this  inequality  was  produced.  Although  the 
hill,  as  originally  introduced,  was  leas  favorable 
to  a  large  portitnt  of  the  purchasers  who  sonc ht 
relief^  yet  it  was  far  more  equal  in  its  distriba- 
tion.  The  influence  which  the  favtuable  opin- 
ion and  sanction  of  the  Oommissioner  of  Uie 
Gleneral  Land  Office  would  probably  have  on 
the  action  of  the  House,  induced  me  to  encloae 
to  bim  a  copy  of  the  original  bill,  and  ask  him 
to  examine  its  provisions,  and  give  his  views 
in  reply.  He  did  examine  it,  and  approved  its 
provisions  in  the  main;  but,  in  concIusioDf 
remarked,  "As  thtwe  persons  who  purchased 
originally  at  very  extravagant  prices,  say  at 
fifteen  dollars  per  acre,  or  upwards,  m^y  not  be 
disposed  to  avul  themselves  of  the  first  pro- 
vision of  the  first  section,  and  those  of  the 
second  section,  I  would  su^fgest  the  proprietj 
of  inserting  a  maximum  price  for  those  lands.^' 
He  accordingly  returned  the  copy^  of  the  bilL 
whioh  I  had  enclosed,  with  provisoes  inserted 
in  the  first  and  second  sections,  Umlting  the 
price  of  each  class  to  three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents,  as  it  finally  passed.  I  have  the  orifrinal 
letter  of  which  I  have  ^ken  now  on  my  oesk, 
subject  to  the  examination  of  any  gentleman 
who  may  desire  it.  The  Committee  on  tho 
Public  liinds  were  willing  to  report  the  bill  as 
approved  by  Mr.  Graham,  while  they  had  refused 
again  and  again  to  report,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  fixing  the 
price  to  be  pud  for  both  olaasea  ctf  land  at  one 
dollar  and  twwty-flve  cents  per  acre.  Under 
these  droomatanoea,  what  course  waa  left  to  be 
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pursoAd  bj  the  dfil^ations  from  tiie  new 
Btate^l  K  they  could  not  obtftin  all  they 
thoo^t  required  by  the  aitnotiQn  of  their 
respective  constitaents,  Tonld  they  have  been 
ji^ified  in  r<yeeting  that  which  was  offered  or 
eonld  be  obtained  f  I  can  answer  more  pardon- 
Ivly  for  my  oolleagaee  and  myeelf.  All  the 
leverted  and  relinqniahed  Iiuid  in  Alabama  had 
then  aheady  been  produmed  for  sale  in  the 
months  of  May  and  Juoe  following.  Onr  con- 
^taeots  were  the  great  sofferers.  Indeed,  they 
had  Boflbred  mon  than  the  dtizeaa  of  all  the 
other  new  States  ttwether;  and,  in  a  sale  at 
aaetion,  they  woold  nave  been  obliged  to  en- 
eonoter  'boiids  of  E|>eoalatoTs  of  every  grade, 
from  the  capitalist  who  eotera  the  market  and 
beys  OD  his  own  money,  down  to  the  contempti- 
Ue  ho^-moaiey  dealer,  who  often  swinoles 
without  money.  Sir,  a  system  of  this  character 
had  erown  np  and  bem  matured  among  as,  and 
we  bod  witnessed  the  baneftd  effects  of  its 
operatioiu  No  time  was  to  be  lost ;  for  only  a 
few  days  more  than  two  months  were  to  et^se 
between  the  time  at  which  the . measure  was 
uder  o&dderatlon  and  the  oonmMnoement  of 
the  lalci.  With  this  threatening  arr^y  of  evils 
befofe  OS,  my  ooUeagnes  and  mveelf^  on  consul- 
titioii  as  to  ue  moat  disereet  and  phtdent  ooorae 
tat  the  interest  and  safety  of  oar  constitnenta, 
detmniiied  to  pass  the  bill,  if  possible — not  as 
the  most  just  and  eqoal  measore  whidi  we  coold 
have  asked  or  de»red,  bat  as  the  best  that 
coold  then  be  obtained.  We  could  not  feel 
justified  in  the  rejection  of  relief  to  one  por- 
tion, becaose  it  coold  not  be  equally  extended 
to  all ;  and,  if  we  had  done  so,  we  ahoald  have 
merited  and  reodved  the  execrations  of  all. 
For  one,  I  should  have  felt  it  my  daty  to  have 
obtuned  reli^  for  any  portion,  however  few, 
if  notlUng  better  could  have  been  donew 

ICr.  BA.txoB  also  suppcwted  the  bilL  and 
replied  to  ICr.  Ixra. 

Mr.  lanv  r^<dDed  mm  at  lai^  against  the 
InlL 

Mr.  WtozuFTi  oommenoed  a  q>eeoh  in  favor 
<tf  the  bill,  and  had  ^K^cen  some  timef  when  he 
gave  w^r  to  a  motion  to  a^oam. 


WuHneoAT,  Febraary  16. 
Smlutionarff  SoldUn. 

The  Honse  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  sapplementary  to  the  act  of 
1828,  tar  4ie  rdief  <n  certain  sorviving  officers 
and  floldieiv  of  t^ie  revolution. 

[This  Inll,  as  uaoal  on  all  bills  making  general 
provision  on  die  sabjeot  of  pennons,  gave  rise 
to  much  debate;  oapeclally  on  the  often  dis- 
cussed question  of  including  the  militia  in  the 
relief  extended  to  the  regular  soldiers.  The 
del>ate  on  this  qaestion  arose  on  a  motion  by 
Ur.  TuocxB,  of  South  Oarolina,  to  include  the 
nuUtia  volunteers  and  State  troops  in  tiie  pres- 
eoc  bill,  which  was  ultimately  adopted,  almost 
bj  genml  oonseiib    Ilie  geiUdemen  who 


entered  into  the  discussion  (some  of  them  la- 
peatedly)  were,  Messrs.  Ybbpunok,  Da.vib,  of 
Mass.,  Wn.UAM9,  Tdoksb,  Tatlob,  OnttTON, 
Obaio,  Bdboks,  Batss,  Riohabiwoh,  HcHTnfo- 
TON,  Sfshoeb,  of  New  York,  MoDdtfib,  A.  H. 
Bhxppbbd,  Btbono,  Wildx,  Campbell,  Eixe- 
WOBTH,  Spkioht,  Basbdtgbb,  Fole,  and  SwiFr.l 
•Mr.  BoBOsa  eopported  the  propiosltion,  and 
the  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Mr.  Wildb 
aad  Mr.  Batbs,  the  latter  of  whom  suggested 
that  A  pro  rata  compensation  should  be  allowed 
to  all  who  had  served,  whether  in  the  line  or 
the  militia,  ^iher  for  nine  or  six  months.  Thia 
he  tiioaght  neceeaary  to  be  done,  and  it  was 
eqn^y  necessary  that  it  dioald  be  d(me 


Mr.  Tatlob  moved  an  araendmeat,  provid- 
ing that  the  State  troops,  voluateera,  or  militia, 
who  should  at  one  or  more  times  have  served 
for  two  years,  or  for  any  praiod  not  less  than 
BIX  months,  should  be  included  within  the  ben- 
efits of  the  act 

Mr.  Ellswobth  opposed  the  amendment; 
but  it  was  carried  withont  a  division. 

Mr.  Spuoht  moved  an  amendment  provid- 
ing that  the  provifflons  of  the  act  should  only 
extend  to  those  who  are  now,  and  may  be 
hereafter,  redaoed  to  the  neoemty  of  applying 
to  their  country  for  eapport 

Mr.  Babbinobb  hoped  his  colleague  (Mr. 
SraioHT)  would  not  press  his  amendment.  It 
would  oontinue  and  increase  the  odious  distinc- 
tion at  present  existing  iu  peosioa  oases  on  the 
part  of  the  rich  and  poor,  by  which  the  latter 
were  obliged,  were  compelled  to  prove  them- 
selves to  be  paupers  before  they  could  be  enti- 
tled to  a  reward  for  their  services. 

Mr.  Polk  said  that  he  ^oold  vote  for  the 
amradment.  The  original  pension  law  of  1818 
oontalned  a  rimilar  provision,  as  also  did  that 
of  1898. 

Mr.  TnoEEB  followed,  and  nudntwned  that 
the  pena(ming  d  l^e  militia  was  nothing  more 
than  the  payment  of  a  debt-  of  gratitude  due 
by  the  nation  to  those  who  had  fought  for  and 
obtuned  its  independence.  He  moved  that  tlie 
commits©©  rise,  and  report  the  bill ;  bnt  after- 
wards withdrew  his  motion  by  request. 

The  sabjeot  was  further  discnssed  by  Messrs. 
A.  H.  Shbj^ebd,  Spbiqht,  Bates,  and  Bcboes. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Spbiqht's 
amendment ;  which  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of 
yeas  84,  nays  not  coonted. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HcsriNaTOH,  a  pro- 
viflion  was  adopted  to  allow  to  the  widow  or 
children  of  a  deceased  pennoner  the  balanoe  of 
the  semi-ami oal  pension  following  his  decease. 

The  committee  then  rose  ana  reported  t^e 
bill  as  ^mended,  and  the  House  concurred  in 
the  amendments  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  McCbeebt  then  submitted  the  following 
amendment : 

And  be  U  farther  tnaettd.  That  the  provi^DB  of 
the  act  for  rehef  of  certain  offioeta  and  soldiera 
of  the  revolation,  passed  the  16th  d»  of  Mav,  1828, 
shall  not  heraafker  be  extended  to  offlosia  who  were 
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commissioacd  after  tfae  SOth  day  of  December,  1781, 
nnleM  tbej  were  in  the  service  prior  to  the  date  of 
their  commbatoDB,  and  that  all  such  offlcen  who  are 
■unr  reedThig  pendoiw,  be  Btricken  from  the  ndl 
from  tad  after  the  paadng  «f  this  act. 

Mr.  HoO.  said  Uist  he  wodIcL  in  a  veiy  few 
words,  state  his  reason  for  offenog  to  the  con- 
atderation  of  the  House  this  amendment  to  the 
bill.  He  said  that  it  was  notorious  that  com- 
iniauoiu  were  granted  to  many  after  there  was 
•ny  active  eemoe  performed,  and  that  inanj  of 
those  who  were  thns  commiaritHied,  had  not 
performed  mj  kind  of  aerrice  prior  to  tiie  date 
of  their  oommisNons,  and,  conseqnentij,  per- 
formed none  afterwards.  He  said  that  his  at- 
tention had  l>een  called  to  this  sabject  bjr  a 
fact,  which  came  to  his  knowle^te  some  time 
last  session,  which  was,  that  a  certain  pre^ding- 
judge  in  Pennsjlvania,  throogh  the  influence  of 
some  of  his  friends^  received  a  oommisaon  in 
the  iatter  part  of  the  year  1782,  when  he  was 
quite  a  young  man;  and,  although  he  never 
performed  any  duty,  either  before  or  after  he 
was  commissioned,  is  now  receiving  a  pension. 
If  this  jadge  was  a  poor  Inan,  he  wonld  not 
make  any  objection,  bat  this  was  not  the  case. 
From  the  best  information  be  was  aUe  to  col- 
lect, be  said,  tMs  Jndge  was  worth  more  than 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  had  an  an- 
nual salary  of  siztem  hundred.  He  said  that, 
in  his  opinion,  it  never  was  the  intention  of 
this  Government  to  grant  pensions  under  sach 
ciromnstanoes,  and  suffer  thousands  of  merito- 
rious soldiers  to  drag  out  the  remainder  of  their 
days  in  poverty  and  want.  He  s^d  that  he 
felt  but  little  interest  on  this  sulgect ;  bat  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  it  be^re  the 
Honse^  and  with  their  deciuon  he  wonld  be 
satisfied. 

Ut.  Doddbidqb  moved  the  previona  ques- 
tion; whiob,  being  sustuned,  cnt  off  Kr. 
HaOxEMxi'B  motion. 

The  qnestiut  being  put  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  lliird  tinw,  it  was 
carried  by  the  fbllowing  vote ; 

Tus.— Xeasn.  Andetaeo,  Ajuel*  Aniold,  BaUey, 
Noyes  Barber,  Barrioger,  Bartley,  Bates*  Baylor, 
Beekman,  Boon,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Bnchaoaa,  Bar- 
ges, Batman,  CahooQ,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Chan- 
dler, Cfailds,  Cbiltos,  Clark,  Coleman,  Coodict,  Con- 
ner, Cowles,  Craiie,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Creigbton, 
Crownlnsbield,  Johp  Davie,  Deberry,  Denny,  De 
Witt,  DickineoD,  Doddridge,  Doney,  Dudley,  Dun- 
can, Earit,  Ellsworth,  Geo.  Evans,  Joshua  Evans, 
Horace  Everett,  Findhy,  Ploth,  Ford,  Forward, 
Oaither,  GUmore,  Grennell,  Halsey,  Harvey,  Haw- 
kins, Hinds,  Holland,  Hoffbian,  Hnbbard,  Hughes, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  William  W.  Irvin,  Jarvis, 
Johns,  lUchard  M.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Eincaid,  Per- 
kins King,  Adam  King,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lelper, 
Lyon,  Magee,  Marr,  Martindale,  T.  Maxwell,  Ho(^«e- 
ry,  Holntire,  Uercer,  Mitchell,  Mnhleuberg,  Over- 
ton, Pearce,  Pettis,  Pieraon,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ren- 
etier,  lUchardson,  Bussel,  Banford,  Scott,  Wm.  B. 
Shepard,  Ang.  H.  Bbepperd,  Shields,  Semmes,  Sill, 
Smith,  Ricbud  ^[lenoer,  Sterigere,  W.  L.  Stoma, 
Btreog,  Sntherlandf  Swmnn,  Swif^  Taylor,  Tot, 
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John  Thompson,  Tracy,  Tucker,  Vamom,  VerpUnck, 
Washington,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  C.  P.  While, 
Edward  D.  White,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Tancey, 
Young — 126. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  AnnstroDA 
Barnwell,  James  Blair,  John  BUr,  BodEee,  Cl^ 
borne,  Clay,  Coke,  Craig,  Crodheron,  Davenport,  W. 
B.  Davis,  Desha,  Draper,  Drayton,  Foster,  Fry,  Gor- 
don, Haynes,  Howard,  Cave  Johnson,  lAinar,  Lea, 
Letcher,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  HcDuffie,  Nuck- 
olls, Polk,  Potter,  Roane,  Speight,  Spri^,  Standefer, 
Wiley  Thompson,  Trezvant,  Vance,  Vinton.  Wayne, 
WIckDfto— *8. 

The  House  then  a^oomed. 


TmniSDAT,  February  17. 

J%s  JudMary— Repeal  of  See.  26  «^  £A«  Act 
of  1789. 

The  House  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  proposing  to  print  six  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  reports  of  the  minority  and 
minority  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  FosTXB  intimated  an  intention  qf  taking 
ft  course  of  wcm  latitade  on  the  gen«ral  quea- 
tion,  in  the  ranarks  which  he  Hionld  raTer; 
when 

Mr.  Baskhtoeb  roee  to  a  qaestion  of  order. 
He  desired  to  know  of  the  Oh^r  whether,  after 
a  subject  had  been  before  the  House,  and  finally 
acted  on,  (as  the  bill  to  repeal  tfae  96th  section 
<A  tiie  Judiciary  act  had  been,)  it  was  in  order 
for  mwibers  to  go  into  the  merits  of  that  sub- 
ject, on  a»  incidental  qaei^on  to  print  a  docu- 
ment 

The  Spbaekb  replied,  that  it  was  not  possi- 
ble ioc  the  Chair  to  prevent  members  fK>m 
going  into  merits  of  the  reports,  to  show 
why  an  extra  number  on^t  oc  onidit  no^  to  be 
printed.  Thffj  mnst  be  permitted  to  do  so  if 
they  chose,  however  mndi  the  Eotise  or  the 
Ohair  might  regret  it  It  was  a  constitntional 
right  which  the  Ohair  could  not  restrict  On 
the  question  simply  to  print  the  reports  for  ijie 
House,  the  debate  would  not  be  in  order ;  but, 
on  a  mol^on  to  print  an  extra  number,  the  de- 
bate on  the  menta  ooold  not  be  restruned  by 
the  Ohair. 

Mr.  BABRmaBB  would  not  contest  the  de- 
cision of  the  Ohair,  although  he  still  thoogbt 
the  latitude  taken  m  the  debate  irregular,  and 
would  be  glad  if  some  gentleman  would  sug- 
gest a  mode  by  whidi  tide  Mnae  olt  the  House 
might  be  taken  on  it 

Mr.  FosTiR  then  resumed,  and  entoed  Into 
a  review  of  tlie  proceedings  which  had  been 
had  on  this  subject.  Several  weeks  ago,  the 
Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed, 
by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  amending  the 
25th  section  of  the  jndtciary  act  of  1789. 
Scarcely  had  this  resolution  passed,  when  an 
slarm  was  sounded  through  the  newspapers^ 
and  the  people  were  warned  that  a  deep  and 
fatal  blow  was  meditated  agunst  the  great 
ju^al  tribmial  d  the  connby.  The  e«maU^ 
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tee  were  denouDced  even  in  anticipation ;  and 
we  were  threatened  with  the  reproaches  and 
indiffnation  of  the  people,  if  we  presumed  to 
touch  this  hallowed  law.  Bat  a  ni^ority  of 
the  committee,  acting  under  a  oonsoions  sense 
of  duty,  had  the  temerity,  in  the  midst  of  these 
alarms,  and  in  the  face  of  this  galling  fire  ft-om 
the  press,  to  make  a  report  recommending  the 
repeal  of  the  section  in  question,  accompanied 
Tith  a  bill  for  that  purpose.  The  minority  of 
our  assoetates,  under  a  sense  of  duty  equally 
oonsctentiona,  have  submitted  the  ooanter  re- 
port which  is  now  on  the  table. 

The  bill  thus  reported,  it  was  expected,  would 
have  taken  the  nsoal  course ;  bat,  instead  of 
this,  even  its  second  reading  was  objected  to, 
and  its  r^ectaon  -moTed,  ana,  on  this  motion, 
the  previous  question  was  ordered :  so  that  all 
opportanity  of  discussing  its  principles  was  en- 
tirely prevented ;  and  this,  too,  after  a  remark 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(5lr.  DoooBiDOE,)  toot  the  bill  reported  was 
equivalent  to  a  motion  to  dissolve  tiie  Union. 
Bir,  we  were  not  even  allowed  to  r^iel  the  im- 
putations thus  cist  on  us. 

[Here  the  SraAJCKR  reminded  Mr.  Fostbb 
that  it  was  not  in  order  to  allude  to  the  bill 
which  had  been  reported  by  the  committee, 
nor  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House  with  re- 
gard to  it  He  most  be  coniined  to  the  p^ei- 
pies  eontuned  in  the  reports  proposed  to  be 
printed.] 

Mr.  F.  resumed.  In  order  to  confine  himself 
to  the  limit*  prescribed  by  the  Chair,  he  must 
pass  over  some  remarks  be  intended  to  have 
made,  and  come  immediately  to  the  reports. 

The  majority  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  of 
whom,  sud  Mr.  F.,  I  am  one,  maintain  that 
the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of 
1780  oonfers  upon  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  powers  not  aathorized  nor  con- 
templated by  the  constitution.  It  is  my  pur- 
pose to  pi^sent  some  views,  in  addition  to  those 
embraced  in  the  report,  to  establish  this  posi- 
Uon.  And,  in  the  outset,  I  will  notice  an  ail- 
ment with  which  we  are  so  ofteu  met  on  ques- 
tions of  this  kind.  The  law,  of  which  the  seo- 
tion  under  consideration  is  a  part,  was  passed 
shorty  after  the  adoption  of  the  federal  con- 
stitution. Many  of  the  members  of  the  Con- 
fess by  which  it  was  enacted,  were  also  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  which  framed  the  con- 
stitution ;  th«r,  we  are  told,  certainly  knew 
what  powers  were  intended  to  1>e  conferred  on 
the  different  departmenta  of  the  Government, 
and  would  not  have  attempted  to  confer  pow- 
ers not  aathorized  by  the  constitntion.  Mr. 
Speaker,  there  is  mndi  force  in  this  ailment 
I  place  great  reliance  on  the  erposition  of  oon- 
stitutioiul  powers  made  by  those  who  aided  in 
the  formation  and  adoption  of  the  great  char- 
ter of  this  Government  But,  sir,  the  argu- 
ment in  this  instance  proves  too  much  for  our 
adversaries — it  applies  with  equal  force  to 
every  part  <tf  this  judicnary  act;  i^d  yet  one 
clanse  of  It  has  alrea47  been  declared  by  the 
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Supreme  Court  to  be  unconstitutional.  The 
13th  section  of  that  act  provideA,  among  other 
things,  that  the  Supreme  Court  "sliall  liave 
the  power  to  issue  writs  of  mandamus  in  cases 
warranted  by  the  principles  and  usages  of  law, 
to  any  courts  appointed  or  persons  holding 
office  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States." 
Bat,  in  the  celebrated  case  of  Marbnry  «er«u 
Mr.  Madison,  as  Secretary  of  State,  the  Su- 
preme Court  determined  that  the  authority 
thus  given  was  not  warranted  by  the  ooustito- 
tion.  So,  sir,  gentlemen  must  admit  that  the 
passing  ol  this  law  by  the  fromers  of  the  con- 
stitution and  their  cotemporari^  is  not  conola- 
sive  as  to  its  constitationality,  or  that  the  Su- 

Ereme  Conrt  have  erred  in  their  deoisimi— a 
eresy  which  charity  itself  would  searody  tol- 
erate at  this  day. 

Bat,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  another  section  of  this  act.  The 
constitution  declares  that  "the  judicial  power 
(of  the  United  States)  shall  ext^d  to  all  cases 
in  law  and  eqaity,  arlnng  under  this  constitu- 
tion," &o, ;  and,  after  enumerating  other  flul>- 
jects  of  jurisdiction,  specifies  "  controverues 
between  citizens  of  different  States,"  The 
olanse  first  read  is  general ;  the  power  extends 
to  *^  all  cases  in  law  and  eqnity,  arising  under 
the  constitution,"  &c.,  and  even  the  latter 
clause  is  entirely  unqualified;  no  particular 
class  of  '*  controversies  between  citizens  of  dif- 
ferent States  "  is  designated,  and  no  power  is 
given  to  Congress  to  limit  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  And  yet,  sir,  in  providing  for  the 
exercise  of  this  jurisdiction  by  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States,  "  in  suits  of  a  civil 
nature  at  common  law,  or  in  equity,  where  tiie 
United  States  are  pldntifib,  or  an  alien  is  a 
party,  or  the  salt  is  between  a  citizen  of  the  State 
where  the  suit  is  brought,  and  a  oitizra  of  kn- 
other  State,"  the  eleventh  section  of  the  Judi- 
ciary act  requires  that  the  matter  in  dilute 
should  '*  exceed,  exclusive  of  costs,  the  sum  or 
value  of  five  huudrcd  dollars."  Will  any  gen- 
tieman  show  me  where  the  authority  is  given 
to  regulate  the  power  of  the  oourte,  or  the 
rights  of  t^e  parties,  by  the  amount  in  contro- 
versy f  What  clause  of  the  constitution  gives 
Congress  the  power  to  throw  open  the  doors  of 
Uie  federal  courts  to  on  individufd  who  has  a 
demand  of  ^  hundred  dollars,  and  dose  th«n 
iwunst  him  who  dwms  on^  four  hundred? 
None,  sir;  there  hi  no  such  dause;  &e  dis- 
tinction is  entirely  arbitrary  and  unaoUior- 
Ized. 

Sir,  there  is  another  section  of  this  act  which 
merits  some  consideration.  The  twelfth  seo- 
tion  provides,  that,  *'  if  a  suit  be  commenced 
in  any  State  court  against  an  atieo,  or  by  a  cit- 
izen of  the  State  iu  which  the  suit  is-  brought 
against  a  citizen  of  another  State,  and  the  mat- 
ter in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars,  and  the -defendant  shall,  at  the  time  of 
entering  his  appearance  iu  such  State  court,  file 
a  petition  for  the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial 
into  the  next  (Uiuted  States)  drooit  court  to  be 
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held  in  the  district  where  the  suit  is  pending," 
then,  on  certain  conditions,  the  State  conrt  is 
prohibited  from  proceeding  any  farther,  bnt 
the  cause  shall  be  removed  to  the  circuit  court, 
"  and  then  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it 
hod  been  bronght  there  by  original  process." 
Hr.  Speaker,  in  my  view,  this  ia  a  most  extra- 
ordinary provision.  Here  is  an  instance  of  s 
court's  being  ousted  of  its  legiUmate  Jurisdic- 
tion, without  being  permlttea  to  pronounce  a 
judgment,  and  that  without  Che  consent  of  one 
of  the  parties.  I  say  Its  Ic^limata  jurisdiction 
— for  it  is  not  pretended  tfiat  the  cause  which 
may  be  thna  removed  is  not  cognizable  by  the 
State  court.  If  this  were  the  case^  the  party 
would  have  only  to  plead  to  the  junsdiction  of 
the  court,  and  terminate  the  suit  at  once.  .  But 
the  law,  from  its  phraseology,  evidently  con- 
templates causes  in  which  the  State  courts  have 
concurrent  jurisdiction  witli  the  courts  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  if  the  defendant  chooses 
to  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  court, 
and  permit  his  canse  to  be  tried,  its  judgment 
wouidf  doubtless,  be  valid  and  binding.  Here, 
then,  the  court  is  dependent  on  the  consent  of 
the  party  fbr  tiie  exercise  of  its  JnriadicUon.  I 
repeat  that  this  is  a  most  extraordinary  pro- 
Tidon,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  without  a 
precedent :  certainly  the  conutry  from  which 
we  derive  most  of  our  principles  of  Jurispru- 
dence furnishes  no  similar  proceedings,  and .  J 
am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  in  any  of  the 
States  where  they  have  coorta  of  different 
grades,  possessing,  in  many  instan^ps,  concnr- 
rent  jurisdiction.  I  will  not  sa^  that  the 
law  giving  this  privilege  of  removing  a  cause 
from  the  State  to  the  United  States  courts,  is 
contrary  to  the  constitution ;  bat  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  snch  a  proceeding  was  contemplated 
1>y  Hbo  framers  of  that  instrument,  I  have  re- 
ferred to  these  different  Mctions  of  the  Jndi- 
dary  act,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  now 
much  is  wanting  of  that  perfection  which  is 
imputed  to  It,  and  to  lessen  that  sanctity  which 
is  attempted  to  be  thrown  round  it.  I  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  section 
more  immediately  in  question — that  section 
which  gives  to  the  Supreme  Court  its  omnipo- 
tent powers. 

The  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  act  referred 
to  declares  tliat  "  a  final  Judgment  or  decree  in 
any  suit  in  the  highest  court  of  law  or  equity 
of  a  State  in  whi<£  a  decinon  in  the  suit  could 
be  had,  where  Is  drawn  in  question  the  validity 
of  a  treaty  or  statute  of,  or  an  anthority  exer- 
cised under,  the  United  States,  and  the  decision 
is  agtunst  their  v^idity ;  or  where  Is  drawn  in 

auestion  the  validity  of  a  statnte  of^  or  an  au- 
lority  exercised  under,  any  State,  on  the 
ground  of  their  being  repugnant  to  the  consti- 
tution, treaties,  or  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  decision  Is  in  favor  of  such  their  valid- 
ity," ifcc.,  "  may  be  re-examined,  and  reversed 
or  affirmed,  in  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United 
States  upon  a  writ  of  error,"  ifec.  The  first 
Idea  that  suggests  itself  to  tiie  daind,  in  na^ng 
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this  section,  is,  the  distinction  made  between 
tiie  parties  to  we  suit,  in  allowing  an  appeaL 
An  action  is  brought  in  a  State  conrt ;  tne  de- 
fendant sets  np,  in  his  defence,  a  treaty,  or  the 
constitution,  or  a  law  of  the  United  States.  If 
there  be  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Conrt  from  the  decision  which  may  be  made, 
it  must  be  derived  fh>m  that  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution conferring  on  the  Supreme  Court  its 
appelate  powers ;  but  that  clause  extends  the 
power  to  all  cases  in  law  or  eqnity,  arising 
under  the  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United 
State^  and  treaties  made  under  their  audior- 
ity ;"  whereas  this  twenfy-flfth  section  confines 
it  to  cases  where  the  decision  shall  be  against 
the  validity  of  the  treaty,  eonstitntion,  &e. 
The  case,  then,  so  far  as  regards  the  Supreme 
Court,  arises  under  the  decision  of  tlie  State 
court,  and  not  under  the  constitution  or  treaty. 
The  party  who  sets  up  this  defence  has  a 
double  advantage :  if  his  plea  is  overruled,  he 
appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court,  where  the  de- 
cision may  be  reversed ;  but,  if  it  is  sustained, 
bis  adversary  has  no  resort — the  judgment  of 
the  State  conrt  is  final.  Is  there  not  mniftst 
inequali^  and  injustice  heret  And  wiU  gen- 
tlemen tell  us  by  what  forced  ccmstmetion  of 
the  constitution  (that  convenient  anxiliary  of 
the  advocates  for  power)  they  eetaUidi  tiie 
right  of  Congress  thus  to  discriminate  betweeo 
individuals  prosecuting  their  rights  in  our 
courts  of  justice?  Sir,  this  is  the  law  oa 
whidi,  we  are  gravely  told,  the  union  of  these 
States  depends — the  provisions  of  which  are 
so  perfect,  and  ita  character  so  sacred,  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  honorable  gentieman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Cbi,wfobi>,)  even  to  tooeh 
it  is  profanity  I 

I  come  now,  sfdd  Hr.  to  the  prineiiMl, 
and  much  the  moet  fanportonL  feafeore  of  tiiw 
celebrated  section— the  power  it  txmtein  oa  the 
Supreme  Court  to  re-examine  and  reverse  the 
judgments  of  the  State  courts.  And  bene,  rir, 
the  simple  inqnliy  is,  whether  this  power  is 
given  by  the  constitution.  For,  if  it  is  not,  it 
will  not  be  contended  that  it  can  be  etmferred 
by  statute.  On  -the  contrary,  if  the  eonstitn- 
tion does  give  the  power,  a  repeal  of  this  sec- 
tion would  not  prevent  the  exerrise  of  it  by 
the  court.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  the  Government  are 
specified  and  defined  by  the  ocmstitntion ;  the 
mode  of  their  ezenrise  is,  in  many  instanem, 
prescribed  by  statute.  V  tiie  tweu^-flfth  aeo- 
tion  of  the  Judiciuy  act  had  merdy  potnted 
out  the  manner  in  which  appeals  shoold  be 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  tuere  ooold  be  no 
objection  to  it—it  would  then  only  have  been 
necessary  to  turn  to  the  constitution,  and  ascer- 
tain to  what  cases,  and  from  what  tribunal, 
this  right  applies.  But  our  objection  is,  that, 
by  this  section,  powers  are  conferred  on  ^e 
Supreme  Court,  not  authorized  by  the  constitu- 
tion, and  alarming  to  the  rights  of  the  State 
courts,  and  to  the  sovereign^  of  tiie  States. 

"the  first  argumokt  whidi  I  would  nrge^  (and 
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to  my  mind  it  is  wrfyady  ofmolnsiTe,)  to  show 
tbac  the  coiutitun<Hi  does  not  give  the  Supreme 
Ooart  the  right  to  review  and  decide  apoD  the 
jadgmeats  of  the  State  courts,  ia,  that  that 
power  is  not  specified  in  the  constitntion  itself. 
The  powers  of  the  Federal  Goremmeat  are 
divided  into  three  departments,  legislative,  ez- 
eontive,  and  jndiciaL  The  powers  assigned  to 
eaoh  are  i^oified  and  defined — and  to  none  of 
the  duMrbiiwta  more  partionUiiy  tliaa  to  the 
judloiu.  Very  extenave  (and  I  will  add 
alarming)  powers  are  given  to  it ;  yet  they  are 
speeifically  ennmeratea.  The  agents,  too,  by 
whom  these  powers  are  to  be  administered,  are 
pointed  ont— by  "one  Sapreme  Court,  and 
such  inferior  oonrts  as  Ooogresa  may,  from 
time  to  time,  ordtUD  and  establish." 

Let  it  be  remembered  that,  throoghont  the 
constitution,  there  is  not  the  slightest  connec- 
tion indicated  between  any  of  the  departments 
of  the  Federal  with  dmilu-  departments  of  the 
State  G-ovemmenta  No  snch  connection  was 
intended,  and,  least  of  all,  a  supervisory  power 
over  any  departments  of  the  State  Qovem- 
inmta,  aotio^  within  the  sphere  of  their  re- 
tailed Bovereignty.  Have  gentlemen  forgotten 
the  proposition  made  in  the  federal  convention 
to  vest  Congress  with  the  power  to  negative 
tbe  laws  of  the  State  Legislatures  ?  And  can 
tliere  be  a  donbt  that  an  effort  to  give  the  fed- 
eral judiciary  the  power  to  revise  and  reverse 
the  judgments  of  the  State  courts  would  have 
shared  the  same  fatet  Sir,  the  jealousy  and 
apprehenuons  entertuned  by  the  friends  of  the 
nghta  of  the  States,  at  the  powers  proposed  to 
be  given  to  the  General  ■Govemmeut,  are  mat- 
ten  of  hi^ry,  and  how  well  founded  they 
were,  let  histoiy  answer. 

But,  0ir,  tbwe  is  another  reason,  which  ia 
Terr  satisfiurtory  to  me  that  thia  right  of  ap- 
peu  from  a  State  to  the  United  States  eonrt 
waa  not  understood,  at  the  formation  of  the 
eonsUtDtton,  to  have  been  given ;  and  that  is, 
that,  in  the  debates  of  the  State  oonventions 
on  Uie  ratificalion  of  the  constitution,  there  is 
no  reference  to  this  power.  Had  such  been 
the  nnderstanding,  the  dauae  supposed  to  con- 
fer it  could  not  have  passed  unnoticed.  What, 
air,  a  clause  which  has  the  tendency,  not  only 
to  prostate  the  dignity  of  State  courts,  but  to 
hnmble  the  sovereignty  of  State  Governments, 
At  the  foot  of  this  wigust  taribunal^  not  to  have 
elicited  even  a  pjUsing  remark  I  Vhen  every 
put  ot  the  oonatitotion  was  so  soratiidzed,  and 
•  almost  every  power  proposed  to  be  conferred 
BO  zealously  resisted  by  those  jealous  ftdvocates 
of  State  rights  in  the  Vi^nia  oonvention,  can 
it  be  beUeved  that  this  overshadowing,  this 
omnipotent  power,  would  have  excited  no  ap- 
preheasioD  t  Sir,  if  the  keen  and  eagle  eye  of 
Patrick  Henry  bad  bat  detected  it  lurking  un- 
der those  terms,  "  appellate  jurisdiction  " — had 
he  imagined  that  it  referred  to  i^peals  from 
State  courts,  he  woold  have  exposed  and  de- 
noQDoed  it— Hand  in  that  glowing  and  powerful 
«loqiieiiM  i^hioh  waa  so  peeoliany  his  own,  he 


would  have  warned  his  oonntrymen  of  *'the 
chains  that  were  forging  for  them." 

Bat,  said  Mr.  F.,  I  have  some  other  evidence, 
of  rather  a  more  direct  and  porative  character ; 
and  to  thia  I  particolarly  ask  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kew  York.  The  conven- 
tion of  thai,  State  which  ratified  the  federal 
constitution  proposed  a  number  of  amend- 
ments, and  among  them  was  the  following: 
"  Tliat  the  Oongresa  shaQ  not  constitute,  or^ 
dun,  or  establ&h  any  tribunals  of  inferiw 
courts  with  any  other  than  appellate  jnrisdio- 
tion,  except  such  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
trial  of  causes  of  admiralty  and  maritime  ju- 
risdiction, and  for  the  trial  of  pirataes  and  felo- 
nies committed  on  the  high  seas;  and  in  all 
other  cases  to  which  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  extends,  and  in  which  the  Sa- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  has  not 
original  jurisdiction,  the  causes  shall  be  heard, 
tri^  and  determined  in  some  one  of  the  State 
courts,  with  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  or  other  proper 
tribunal,  to  be  established  for  that  purpose  by 
the  Congress,  with  such  exceptions^  uid  under 
such  regulations,  as  the  Congress  shall  make." 
Now,  su*,  can  we  have  any  doubt  of  the  opin- 
ion entertained  by  this  convention  as  to  the 
apellate  power  conferred  on  the  Sapreme 
Oonrt  by  the  constitution  t  WiU  gentiemen  be- 
lieve that  that  convention  of  sages  would  have 
gravely  proposed  to  amepd  the  constitution  so 
as  to  confer  powers  already  granted !  Sir,  no 
man  can  l>elieve  it.  They  conceived,  as  the 
majority  *of  the  Judiciary  Committee  now 
allege,  that  this  constitution  did  not  give  this 
right  of  ^peal ;  and,  for  the  expression  of  thia 
opmion,  we  have  been  denounoed  in  nnmeas- 
ored  terms.  Sir,  gentlemen  must  pai^n  me 
when  I  tell  Qiem  they  have  not  examined  this 

Swstion;  they  have  been  alarmed  by  the 
amor  which  was  raised,  and  were  afraid  to 
suffer  even  a  discussion  of  the  subject,  lest  they 
too  should  be  classed  with  the  nullifiers,  trai- 
tors, and  disnnionists. 

In  reference  to  the  provision  of  removing 
certain  cases  from  the  State  courts  to  the 
United  States  circuit  court,  previous  to  any 
judgment  being  rendered,  I  stated^  said  Mr.  F., 
that  I  believed  this  was  a  provision  perfectiy 
anomalous ;  that  there  was  no  precedent  for  it 
in  England,  nor  in  any  of  the  States.  I  have 
^nce  understood  that  in  some  of  the  States 
oases  may  be  transferred  from  the  oonrt  in 
which  they  were  commenced  to  one  of  a  higher 
grade.  I  make  this  correction,  because  I  do 
not  wish  to  found  an  argument  on  any  errone- 
ous assumption  of  facts.  There  is,  however,  a 
wide  difference  between  removing  cases  from 
one  court  to  another  of  the  same  State,  and  a 
removal  from  a  State,  court,  clothed,  by  the 
constitution  of  its  own  State,  with  power  to 
hear,  and  finally  determine,  the  cause,  to  a  court 
of  the  United  States.  Between  the  former,  by 
the  oonstitntion  of  the  State,  there  ia  a  direct 
conneotum;  n<^  so  wi^  the  latter.  And 
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although  it  was  competent  to  the  fratner*  of 
the  ooutitnUoa  to  have  givea  that  right  of  re- 
moTing  a  case  from  the  State  to  the  Uuted 
Statea  oonrt,  I  cannot  conc^Te  that  tiiat  right 
is  fiurlj  infiarriblfl  from  the  oonatitntkm  aa  it 
now  Btanda. 

Bat  if  thia  rig^t  does  exist,  and  if  Congrew 
maj  now,  law,  provide  for  its  exercise,  it 
famishes  <me  of  the  strongest  argoments  agtunst 
the  right  of  appeal  from  the  jadgment  of  a 
State  coDrt  For  if  a  party,  on  being  sued  in 
a  State  conrt,  may  remove  the  cause  to  a  fede- 
ral court,  and  does  not  choose  to  avail  himself 
of  his  privil^re,  be  cannot  complain  of  the 
Judgment  which  may  be  rendered ;  he  has  toI- 
QDtarily  sttbmitted  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
State  ooiui,  and  ahoiUd,  therefwe,  be  l>ound  to 
abide  tiie  de<^Ioa.  The  plaintiff  having  se- 
lected the  tribunal  to  acUudicate  his  r^hto, 
would  have  still  less  cause  of  eomplunt  if  that 
deoinon  should  be  agunst  hlra. 

Ihe  disrespect  ^own  to  the  ^gnit^  of  State 
conrts,  by  sobjeoting  their  judgments  to  revisal 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  is  a  matter  of  little  im- 
portance to  those  who  regard  them  as  inferior 
or  subordinate  to  the  federal  tribunals;  but, 
ur,  regarding,  as  I  do,  the  State  institutions, 
while  acting  within  the  sphere  of  the  'sover- 
^nty  retained  by  the  States,  as  subordinate  to 
no  power  whatever,  I  never  can  consent  to  see 
them  thus  degraded  in  rank,  and  diom  of  their 
rif^ta. 

There  are  some  othw  cboaeB  of  the  e<Miati- 
tution  conferring  jarisdtction  on  the  Supreme 
Oonrt,  the  meaning  and  extent  of  which  I  will 
take  this  occanon  to  examine,  as  they  are  inti- 
mately connected  with  tiie  aalject  thia  in- 
vestigation. I  am  the  more  gradfied  at  having 
the  opportnnity  to  do  so,  l>ecauBe  it  will  enable 
me  to  enter  into  the  defence  of  oertun  princi- 
ples which  have  long  been  maintained  oy  the 
State  of  which  I  am  an  unworthy  representa- 
tive ;  principles  which  she  holds  moat  sacred, 
and  which  she  will  not  tamely  yield.  But  I 
will  not  fktigae  the  House  with  an  argnment  of 
my  own.  Ko,  air,  I  will  not-  rely  on  my  own 
fbeble  arm,  when  I  ham  weapona  bo  finch 
more  powerfhl  and  eflbctive  within  my  reach. 
Sir,  wlien  I  present  the  recorded  opinions  and 
expositions  of  James  Madison  kdA  John  Mar- 
shall, I  know  they  must  command  the  respect 
of  this  House ;  and  it  is  a  source  of  no  littie 
pride  and  gratification,  that  most  of  the  promi- 
nent principles  for  which  Oeoi^a  has  contend- 
ed, in  her  controversies  with  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, are  amply  supported  by  the  ojdnions 
of  these  distinguished  men. 

The  first  clause  of  the  constitntion,  to  which 
X  refer,  is  that  which  gives  to  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  jurisdiction  in  "  controverdes  between  a 
State  and  citizens  of  another  State."  Now,  let 
us  hear  the  reason  why  this  power  was  con- 
ferred. I  give  it  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Madison, 
and' particularly  invite  the  attention  of  gentie- 
men  who  place  so  mudi  reliance  on  the  exposi- 
tion tii  the  oonatitntion  made  ootemp<»raneoaaljr 


with  its  formation.  I  read  from  Mr.  Madisoo'a 
^>eech  in  the  '^^rginia  cmvention,  in  r^lj  to 

Sntlemen  who  were  v^ianently  <^)poaad  to 
B  ratification  of  the  oonatitDtion:  "Ita(tlie 
federal  oonrt's)  jurisdiction  in  cwitroverriea  be- 
tween a  State  and  citizens  another  Statn,'* 
says  the  gentleman,  is  much  ol^Jected  to,  and 
perhaps  without  reason.  It  is  not  in  the  power 
of  individuals  to  call  any  State  into  conrt.  The 
only  operation  it  can  have,  is,  that,  if  a  State 
should  wish  to  bring  suit  against  a  citizen,  it 
most  be  brought  before  the  federal  oonrt  It 
appears  to  me  that  this  can  have  no  <H>eratiou 
bat  this,  to  give  a  citizen  a  ri^t  to  1>e  heard  in 
the  federal  courts ;  and,  if  a  State  should  eaa- 
descend  to  be  a  party,  this  court  may  take  oog- 
nicanoe  of  It." 

"WhtA  una  Mr.  IDuahall  on  the  aame  aob- 
jeetf  "Witii  respect  to  disputes  between  » 
State  and  citizens  of  another  State,  its  (the 
federal  court's)  jurisdiction  has  been  decried 
with  uansnal  vcuiemence.  I  hope  no  gratle- 
man  will  think  that  a  State  will  be  called  at 
the  bar  of  the  federal  court.  Is  there  no  sni^ 
case  at  preeent  V  Are  there  not  many  cases  in 
which  the  Legislature  of  Vin^ia  Is  a  party  9 
And  yet  the  State  is  not  soed.  It  is  not  ra- 
tional to  suppose  that  the  sovereign  powor  shall 
be  dragged  before  a  court.  The  intent  is,  to 
enable  States  to  recover  didmi  <tf  individoals 
residlDg  in  other  States.  I  ooutend  thn  ooa- 
atmction  is  warranted  by  Hie  words.  Bn^  nj 
they,  (gentlem«i  who  had  oldeeted  to  Hiia 
power,)  there  will  be  partiality  In  it.  If  a  State 
cannot  be  defendaDt---if  an  individual  cannot 
proceed  to  obtain  judgment  against  a  State, 
though  he  may  be  sued  by  a  State."  What  ia 
Mr.  Marshall's  reply  to  this  objection  I  "  It  is 
necessary  to  be  so,  and  cannot  be  avoided.  I 
see  a  difficulty  in  making  a  State  defendant, 
which  does  not  prevent  its  bdng  made*plain- 
ti£F."  Sir,  I  make  no  comments  on  these  expo- 
sitions of  federal  court  powers  tJiy  are  too 
plain  to  require  any. 

The  opinicma  md  argnmonts  tnm  wliit^ 
these  extracts  have  been  read,  were  delivered 
in  the  year  1768.  Who  that  heerd  than,  Mr. 
Speaker,  would  have  believed  that,  in  less  than 
five  years,  a  suit  would  have  been  instituted  ia 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  by  an 
individual,  agunst  one  of  the  States,  and  that 
the  jurisdiction  would  have  been  maintuned  by 
the  court  f  Yet,  ur,  this  was  done  in  several 
instances ;  and  one  of  the  States  agunst  which 
suit  was  thus  brought,  was  Georj^al  tlut  State 
which  seems  doomed  to  be  the  subject  of  Gen- 
eral Government  experiments.  And  what 
oonrse  did  Georiga  pursue  t  she  qidetly 
solHnit  to  l>e  '^dragged  belbre  tike  ooutt" 
Did  ahe,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  .Uadlam, 
"  condescend  to  be  a  pnrty  "  to  this  anit  t  No, 
sir.  She  acted  then  as  she  has  on  a  mtm  re- 
cent occasion.    She  considered  the  smnmons 

to  the  bar  of  the  Federal  (Supreme)  Court 
as  an  attack  on  her  sovereignty ;  and  she  disre- 
^rded  it,  and  resolred  to  protect  herself  gainst 
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auj  jadgment  th&t  might  be  rendered  against 
her.  Aiid  what  was  the  consequence  of  her 
firmnMs  on  that  oeearaon  ?  Although,  perhaps, 
oeoeared  and  abused  for  a  time,  as  usual,  abe 
very  aooa  after  had  the  satisSaotion  of  seeing  her 
prioflfoles  reoogiuMd  by  bar  vster  States,  as 
wai  vmr\j  indicated  hy  an  ammdment  to  the 
ooulituti^  esHasslTproviding that  " the  ja- 
didal  power  oc  the  United  8t^»s  should  not 
be  eonstroed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or 
eqaity  commeaoed  or  prosecuted  agfunat  one  of 
the  United  States  hj  <»tizens  of  another  State, 
or  bjr  dlinns  nitfjeots  of  any  formgn 
State." 

Bat  there  is  another  branch  of  jorisdiction 
which  is  claimed  for  the  Supreme  Court,  under 
the  constitation,  but  more  especially  onder  the 
twenty-fifth  section  of  the  judiciary  act,  and 
vhioh  has  been,  very  recently,  absolute^  de- 
nied hj  the  pabUo  anthorilies  of  the  State  ot 
Geocgii.  And  that  is,  the  right  of  the  Bq- 
jmae  Goort,  nnder  its  appellate  power,  to  re- 
view and  determine  on  the  judgment  of  a  State 
ooort  in  a  erimlnal  prosecution,  in  which  the 
State  b  a  party.  Sir,  the  view  taken  tit  this 
snli^  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  tho  celebrated  Vir- 
ginia report  of  *99,  is  so  clear  and  oonclnsive, 
.  that  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasare  of  read- 
ing it  to  the  House :  "  The  expression  *  cases 
ia  law  and  equity '  (in  tiie  constitation)  is 
naoifestly  confined  to  cases  of  a  civil  natnre ; 
and  would  exclnde  cases  of  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion ;  eriminal  oases  in  law  and  equity  would 
1m  a  language  nnknown  to  the  law." 

"  The  soooeeding  paragraph  <xl  the  same  aeo- 
tion,"  eantSnnes  tba  report^  "  is  in  harmony  " 
witii  this  oonalrnetion.  It  is  in  tltese  words : 
"la  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  pub- 
lic ministers,  and  consals,  and  those  in  wnidi 
a  State  shall  be  a  party,  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  Bsve  ori^nal  jurisdiotion.  In  all  the 
other  oases,  (including  cases  in  law  and  equity 
arising  under  the  cODstitntioo,)  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both  as 
to  law  and  fact,  with  such  exceptions,  and  un- 
der such  regule^ions,  as  Congress  shall  make. 
This  paragraph,  by  expressly  giving  an  appel- 
late jurismction.  io  cases  of  hiw  and  equity 
aridu  .under  the  oonstitntion.  to  &ot  as  weU 
as  to  bw,  clearly  exclodes  eriminal  cases,  where 
the  trial  by  jury  is  secured,  because  the  fkct  in 
such  eases  is  not  a  subject  of  appeah" 

^  Onee  more  "  (the  report  adds)  *'  the  amend- 
nmt  last  added  to  the  ctMistitution  deserves 
attention,  as  throwing  light  on  this  subject 
The  ji^oial  power  of  the  United  States  shall 
not  be  oonstmed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law 
or  equity  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one 
of  the  United  States  by  citizens  of  another 
State,  Of  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign 
power.  As  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  any 
ocindnal  prooeeding  eonld  take  place  agwnst  a 
State,  the  trnma  law  w  equity  most  be  under- 
stood as  mvpnmriate  to  oivil,  in,  e»dnfli(Hk  of 
flriminal  eases," 

Sooh,  air,  are  the  aoittmeuts  and  reasoning 
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of  this  great  statesman  on  this  point  What 
consideration  they  may  be  entitied  to,  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  judgment  of  the  House.  As, 
however,  his  opinions  on  other  subjects  are  so 
much  souf^t  after  of  late,  and  so  much  ad- 
mired, I  trust  they  will  not  be  without  thebr 
weight  on  this. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  another  autiiority, 
bearing  so  directly  on  this  point,  that  it  must 
not  be  passed  over  unnoticed — and  to  which 
the  serious  attention  of  tiie  gentlemen  from 
New  York  is  again  most  specially  invited.  I 
have  already  stated  that  when  the  convention 
of  tiiat  State  ratified  the  federal  constitution, 
they  proposed  several  amendments,  which  they 
urged  should  bo  adopted.  They  also  prefixed 
to  their  assent  to  the  ratification  a  declaration 
of  certain  rights  and  principles  which  they 
concaved  were  not  affected  by  the  oonstitn- 
tion, and  then  added:  "Undw  these  impres- 
sions, and  declaring  that  the  rights  aforesaid 
cannot  be  abridged  or  violated,  and  that  the 
exj)Ianations  afbresaid  are  consistent  with  the 
said  constitution,"  &o.,  '*We,  the  said  dele- 
gates,  do  assent  to  and  ratify  tJtie  sud  constita- 
tion." Now,  sir,  one  of  these  "  explanations 
consistent  with  the  constitution"  is  in  these 
words :  "  That  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States,  in  cases  in  which  a  State  may 
be  a  party,  does  not  extend  to  criminal  prose- 
cutions, or  to  authorize  any  suit  by  any  person 
ag^nst  a  State."  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  a  well- 
established  principle  of  tiie  common  law,  as 
well  as  the  phUn  dictate  of  common  sense,  tJiat 
a  oontraot  is  to  be  oonstmed  as  understood  by 
tbe  parties  to  it  at  the  ttote  it  was  made.  The 
conatitntion  is  a  oontraot  between  the  ^ferent 
States  of  tMs  Union.  New  York  was  a  party, 
and  a  very  important  party,  to  this  contract ; 
and  she  resolved  to.  leave  no  nnoertainty  as  to 
her  understwding  of  it,  or  of  the  obligation? 
she  was  about  to  assume.  Sir,  it  would  really 
seem  as  if  the  members  of  that  convention 
looked  forward  with  a  prophetic  eye  to  the  dis- 
position of  this  Government  to  acquire,  by  the 
^d  of  construction,  powers  not  delegated  to  it, 
^d  that  they  determined  to  plant  round  it  as 
many  guards  as  pos^ble  against  these  danger- 
ous encroachments.  And  when,  among  the 
distinguished  names  of  which  that  oonvention 
was  composed,  we  find  those  of  Jay,  Clinton, 
Hamilton,  Morris  Livingston,  and  many  oth- 
ers, the  oonstmctum  which  they  placed  on  the 
constitution  is  entitled  to  the  highest  respect. 

There  is  only  one  more  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution, with  which  I  intend  to  trouble  the 
House ;  it  is  that  which  extends  the  power  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  "  controverMes  between 
a  State  and  foreign  States."  Let  us  inquire  of 
Ur.  Madison  what  is  the  intent  and  extent  of 
this  jnrisdiction:  '*The  next  case  (says  thto 
gentleman  in  the  Yirg^ma  ocmvention)  provides 
for  disputes  between  a  foreign  State  and  one  of 
oar  States,  should  such  a  case  ever  arise ;  and 
between  a  dtizen,  and  a  fbrdgn  <^tiz6n,  or  sub- 
ject. I  do  not  cono^ve  that  any  oontroversy 
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can  ever  be  dedded  in  these  oonrta,  between 
an  American  and  a  foreign  State,  witbont  the 
consent  of  tbe  parties.  IS  they  consent,  pro- 
yiaion  is  here  made." 

To  this  opinioo,  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  of 
Mr,  John  Harshall,  on  the  same  occasion.  In 
replj  to  Ur.  George  Mason,  Mr.  Marshall  says : 
"He  (Mr.  Mason)  o^jeotB  to  its  (the  fbderal 
oonrt's)  Jnrisdiettod  in  oontrorenies  between  a 
Btate  and  a  fbreign  State.  Suppose,  si^  be, 
In  BQch  a  snit  a  forei^  State  Is  cast^  will  she 
be  bonnd  bj  tbe  decision  t  If  a  foreign  State 
brdnf^ht  a  snit  ag^st  tbe  commonwealth  of 
Vii^mia,  would  she  not  be  barred  firom  tbe 
olum,  if  the  federal  Judiciary  thought  it  un- 
Jost  ?  The  previoQS  conaent  of  the  parties  is 
necMsary." 

Thus  we  see  these  two  gentlemen  ooncnrring 
in  tbe  opinion,  that  to  enable  the  Supreme 
Ooart  to  exercise  this  jorisdiotion,  tbe  consent 
of  the  partiea,  the  States,  is  indispensable. 

To  snow  more  dearly  tiie  abmrdity  of  this 
doctrine,  that  a  fiweign  State  may  brii^  one  of 
these  States  into  the  Supreme  Court,  permit 
me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  present  a  single  case,  as  an 
iUostraticMi.  There  has  recently  been  a  aispnte 
between  the  State  ot  Maine  and  the  proTinoe 
of  Hew  Brunswick.  Instead,  then,  of  settling 
it  by  negotiation  between  the  two  Gorem- 
ments,  suppose  Great  Britain  bad  brought  an 
action  in  the  Supreme  Court  against  Maine,  for 
tbe  disputed  territory.  Sir,  it  would  have  been 
the  standing  jest  of  tbe  day;  it  would  hare 
been  too  laoioroQs  for  grave  Judicial  considera- 
tion. Yet,  a  people  residing  within  tbe  limits 
of  the  State  of  Geojq^  who,  some  fonr  or  fire 
years  ago,  declared  themselves  independent, 
hare,  as  rumor  infiwrns  ns,  institotea  salt  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  as  a  tmelm  naUon,  against 
that  State— and  that,  too^  under  the  -  advloe  of 
distingnisbed  counsel.  That  such  a  case  will 
be  sustained,  I  cannot  believe.  Gecfrgia  has 
not  only  given  no  consent  to  have  the  case  ad- 
judicated by  the  court,  but  she  will  not  fed 
herself  bound  by  any  Judgment  that  may  be 
awarded. 

Mr.  Speaker  I  have  spoken  of  the  powers  of 
the  Supreme  Oourt,  particularly  as  nieoified  in 
tbe  twenty-flfth  section  of  the  Jndicutry  act,  as 
behig  vart  and  alarming.  I  ctmcnr  most  sin- 
owely  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  my  wor- 
thy mend  frma  Connecticut,  HmmNCh- 
Tov,)  at  the  last  session  of  Ooagew,  that,  in 
oomparison  with  the  Judiciaiy,  all  the  other 
d^artmenta  of  this  Government  are  weak  and 
powerless."  Hot,  sir,  whoi  tbe  gentiemao 
added^  that  it  controlled  even  sovereignty  itself 
by  pointing  it  to  tbe  clause  which  says,  *'  thus 
far  Shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther,"  I  confess  I 
did  not  correctly  understand  the  import  of  his 
language.  Little,  Indeed,  did  I  dream  how 
soon  we  should  have  a  demonstration  of  this 
omnipotence,  and  that  my  devoted  State  was, 
as  usiial,  to  be  the  sul^eot. 

Kr,  I  have  already  had  ooeadon  to  vpeak  of 
the  rapeftted  oonfliota  of  the  State  of  QtM^ 
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with  this  Ctovemment.  She  has,  indeed,  had 
ber  days  of  darkness  and  of  trial — sometimes 
standing  almost  alone,  and  breasting  the  almost 
overwhelming  trarent  of  public  opinion.  Bat 
she  remuned  firm  and  unmoved;  and  when 
tbe  storm  has  passed  over,  when  the  excite- 
ment has  Bubuded,  she  has  bad  the  proud  satia- 
fbetito  to  see  ber  prindples  Taoognized,  and  to 
hear  her  course  approved.  She  still  acta  upon 
the  same  principles— she  stiU  pursues  the  same 
■tndghtforward  course;  and,  in  her  preeent 
difficulties,  she  confidently  anticipates  toe  same 
result  She  only  carries  into  practical  opera- 
tion the  doctrines  so  dearly  lud  down,  and  no 
ably  m^tained,  by  Madkon  and  lutrsball ; 
these  are  tbe  "burning  and  shining  lights" 
which  illuminate  her  path,  and  guide  her 
course ;  and  it  is  for  an  intdligent  and  impar- 
tial pnblio  to  say  whether,  for  tiius  acting,  she 
should  be  placed  under  Uie  ban,  and  devoted 
to  destruction. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  woidd  be  a  grov  affectation 
If  I  were  to  speak  of  tbe  dist^niiahed  individ- 
nals  who  admrn  the  benoh  n  tbe  8ni»em« 
Court  in  any  other  terms  than  tiiose  of  the 
most  profonnd  respect  But  the  reverence 
which  18  so  generally  ectertuned  for  the  cbar- 
aoten  of  the  judges  exdtes  some  of  the  great- 
est apprehenuons  as  to  the  dangers  likdy  to 
grow  out  of  the  powers  of  the  conrt.  Sir,  let 
us  remember  not  only  that  these  Jndgea  are 
fallible,  hut  that  they  are  not  immortal.  That 
splendid  orb  which  has  been  so  lon^  the  centre 
of  this  system — which  in  its  meridian  slKme 
with  SQoh  briffht  effolgence,  and  which  pre- 
serves such  mud  and  Mbeady  lustre  in  ita  oven- 
ing  hours,  is  £ast  verging  to  the  horiaoOi  «id 
must  soon  set  Ita  disujngnished  seooBdarjes, 
in  the  revolutions  of  ywa,  must  also  finidi 
their  coarse — and  who  can  smaee  tiie  ^ane- 
ter  of  their  suocesBorst  With  the  miA  pow- 
ers, and  without  the  same  purity  of  purpose  to 
direct  tboo,  who  can  tell  what  miBdiie&  they 
may  not  commit  ?  Against  these  dangers  it  is 
our  duty  to  guard,  we  cannot  too  oantioody 
and  securely  provide  against  the  exercise  of 
arbitrary  pow^r.  No  poliOT  is  more  unwise 
and  unsafe,  than  that  of  confiding  powers  witii 
reference  to  the  individud  by  whom  they  are 
to  be  exercised — no  matter  how  pure  and  ele- 
vated the  oboraoter  of  that  individual  may  be. 
Sir,  it  was  fiir  the  pm^>ose  of  providing  against 
fatan  daiwer.  and  with  the  hope  ei  cbecfcinf 
an  evil  whicn  is  constantly  increadng,  aaa 
which  threatens  tbe  peace  and  harmony  of  our 
country — the  interference  of  federd  witii  State 
anthorities— that  the  muority  of  tbe  Judiciary 
Committee  were  indnced  to  recommend  a  re- 
peal of  that  section  of  our  Judiciaiy  act  which 
confers  upon  your  Supreme  Court  such  nnlim- 
ited  powers. 

As  to  the  resolntion  immediatdy  under  con- 
Nderati<m,  I  have  <mly  to  si^,  in  conclmkMi, 
that,  as  the  m^cnity  and  minority  ^  the  com- 
mittee differed  so  wi^ly  in  th^  views  trf'  di« 
qneetkn  presented  to  than,  it  is  both  ri^t  and 
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proper  that  tbe  people  st  lai^  should  see  the 
reasoning  hf  which  they  have  arrived  at  cod- 
olnsions  so  entirelj  opposite.  After  the  impn- 
tations  vMch  hare  dmo  cast  upon  the  nu^or* 
ity,  we  consider  it  a  matter  of  strict  justice 
that  their  views  should  be  pablished,  and  let 
an  nnpr^adiced  world  determine  whether  we 
have  indeed  been  plotting  treason  in  the  very 
bosom  of  our  national  connaels. 

The  engroaood  bill  making  flntiier  provision 
for  tlie  sarvivinK  offieen  and  soldiers,  mlUtia, 
Btste  troops,  and  volantews,  tjt  the  remntion- 
aiy  serrioe,  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
qaesl^on  stated  on  its  pass^. 

Mr.  Thezvaht  rose,  and  atad  he  was  aware 
of  the  great  matority  hf  which  this  bill  had 
been  oraered  to  be  engrossed  yesterday,  and  he 
knew  he  was  presenting  himself  in  an  nnenvi- 
able  position  by  interposing  any  obstacles  to 
its  immediate  pasas^ ;  yet,  contemplating  the 
effects  which  it  must  produce  upon  the  nnan- 
oial  operations  of  the  uovernment,  he  felt  con- 
strained, by  a  sense  of  da^,  to  throw  himseH^ 
for  a  short  time,  npon  the  ooarten^  of  the 
House.  Not  content  with  the  boanwbl  liber- 
ality already  extended  to  the  brave  snd  gallant 
men  who  were  engaged  in  most  of  the  hard- 
fooght  batties  in  that  eventAil  war,  which  ter- 
minated in  establishing  onr  independence,  we 
are  now  called  upon  to  adopt  a  measure  that 
will  embrace  within  the  scope  of  its  bounty  all 
who  survive,  and  which  must  necessarily  in- 
crease the  number  of  pensioners  to  an  un- 
known extent,  and  create  demands  npon  the 
Treasury,  that  will  absorb  a  large' proportion 
<tf  yonr  current  revenue.  Is  the  list  of  pen- 
riooers  not  snffictenUy  swelled  under  the  exist- 
ing laws,  tiist  we  most  dispense  witii  the  pni- 
dfflit  nnitfltions  imposed  upon  the  bonnty  of 
the  Qonrmnent,  and  invite  mnltitndes  who  ture 
not  daiming  it  as  a  right  or  even  asking  it  as 
a  fftTor,  to  partake  of  a  liberality  almost  with- 
out bounds,  and  certainly  nnpreoedentedf 

At  present,  a  pension  cannot  be  obtained  un- 
less the  applicant  is  in  neeessittins  ciroum- 
Btanees ;  and  he  is  held  to  strict  proof  of  the 
time  of  service,  which  must  be,  at  the  least, 
nine  months;  and  required  to  famish,  under 
oath,  a  schedule  of  his  property.  Notwith- 
fitanding  tJiese  wise  and  salutary  restrictions, 
iirtended  to  ocmfine  tlie  benefits  d  yonr  pen- 
sion system  to  those  who  really  stand  in  need 
d  the  assistanoe  of  their  oonntry,  Mid  to  guard 
TOUT  Treasury  agunst  franda— not  less  tiian 
between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand  are  at  this 
time  in  the  enjoyment  of  yonr  bounty,  requir- 
ing. I  think,  an  annual  expenditure  of  oetween 
twelve  and  fifteen  hnndrad  thousand  ddhtrs. 
From  this  data  a  probable  conjecture  might  be 
formed  as  to  the  eff^  of  this  bill,  ^onld  it 
pass,  in  increasing  the  number  of  pentioners, 
and  tiie  annual  expenditure  to  be  made  for  the 
payment  of  their  pensions. 

Jir.  T.  BiUd  that  be  did  not  know  what  was 


the  numlMF  of  soldiers  engaged  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  Tbo  number,  however,  must 
have  been  very  great,  if  the  militia,  as  well  as 
those  in  the  continental  line,  are  included  in 
the  estimate.  The  war  was  waged  for  seven 
years,  and  was  actively  prosecuted  from  <Hie 
extremity  of  tlie  Union  to  the  other.  No  part 
of  the  Bcaboard  escaped  its  ravages,  and  the 
militia,  in  aid  of  Uie  rwnlsr  foroes,  were  fre- 
quently called  out  in  all  the  States,  and  but 
few  pMformed  a  service  for  a  shorter  pwiod 
tiian  six  montiis.  It  oaonot  be  donbted  that 
there  are  many  thousands,  scattered  over  all 
parts  of  the  United  Btstes,  who  will  be  entitled 
to  the  benefits  contemplated  by  this  bill,  and 
will  avail  themselves  of  its  provisions.  It  is 
impossible  to  speak  with  absolute  accuracy 
upon  this  snl^ect,  but  the  number  of  pension- 
ers now  on  the  roll  fhmishes  a  rule  that  will  ena- 
ble us  to  ^proximate  euffidentiy  near  the  truth. 

At  present  it  should  be  remembered,  that 
with  the  exception  of  those  who  were  provided 
for  in  the  act  of  18&S-*9,  none  but  tbe  indigent, 
who  have  served  continuously  nine  months  in 
the  oontinM^  line,  are  entitled  to  the  Ijeneflts 
of  the  pension  acts.  The  possession  of  more 
than  three  hundred  dollars*  wwtii  of  prwwty 
excludes  the  soldier  fhHn  this  bounty.  With 
these  restrictions,  it  has  been,  stated  that  the 
number  at  present  upon  the  pemdon  list  amounts  ' 
to  between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand.  It . 
cannot  be  reasonably  supposed  that  one-third 
of  the  survivors  of  that  oaad  of  patriots,  who 
knew  so  well  how  to  estimate  the  value  of  lib- 
erty, and  encountered  such  fearfol  perils  to  se- 
cure its  possession  to  themselves  and  their  pos- 
terity, have  been  so  regardless  of  their  comfort 
and  mdependenee  as,  after  a  lapse  of  fifty  years, 
nnintermptadly  devoted  to  the  improvement  of 
their  fbrtnnes^  to  be  found  at  tfau  di^  in  the 
possesrion  of  less  than  three  hundred  dollars* 
worth  of  proper^.  Admit,  however,  that  one- 
third  of  tiiese  men.  tither  ity  misfortune  or  im- 
providence, have  been  reduced  to  this  oondi- 
tion.  Remove  the  restrictions  at  present  im- 
posed, and  from  the  ranks  of  the  continental 
line  alone  you  will  have  a  list  of  pensioners 
amounting  to  between  thirty  and  thirty-ux 
thousand.  The  relative  proportion  of  militia 
and  continental  troops  cannot  be  ascertained 
with  precision ;  but  the  history  of  those  times, 
and  the  recollection  of  those  who  witnessed  the 
scenes  of  that  period,  and  yet  live,  will  bear  me 
out  in  saying  that  the  militia  wgaged  in  the 
rendntionary  ttrag^  at  diflbreot  times  from 
its  oommenoement  to  Its  termination,  greatiy 
exceeded  the  ifumber  of  regular  or  connnental 
troops.  If  they  were  only  equal  in  number,  it 
is  clearly  shown  that,  by  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  yon  will  increase  tiie  Ibt  of  pensioners 
from  between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand,  to 
between  sixty  and  eighty  thousand.  With  this 
view  of  the  facts,  an  opinion  may  be  hazarded, 
that,  to  maintain  your  pensioners,  the  sum  re- 
quired annually,  instead  of  being;  as  at  present 
between  twelve  and  fifteen  huirared  thooaaad 
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dollan,  will  be  between  six  and  ten  mUlioDB  of 
dollars.  Admit,  Hr.  Speaker,  that  the  smallest 
of  the  last-mentioned  snniB  will  be  regairod 
annaallj  to  meet  the  ezpendttares  to  be  mcar- 
red  bj  the  ad<mdoQ  of  thie  measure,  where  is  it 
to  oome  from?  Tonr  Treasury  may  be  iu  a 
healthful  state.  It  is  no  donbt  prepared  to 
meet  expected  and  ordinary  demands,  but  it  is 
not  so  redundant  as  to  be  able  to  meet  on«  so 
mtexpeeted,  and  of  such  an  extrawdiiiary  char- 

•  aeter.  Kr.  Spe^er,  we  have  yet  a  heavy  and 
a  long-standing  debt  hanging  orer  us,  which 
sound  policy  requires  sbonld  be  paid  before  this 
system  of  waste  and  extravagance  slionld  be 
indulged  in.  We  ahonld  be  jnftt  before  we  are 
generooB.  If  this  bill  shonld  become  a  law, 
How  will  this  debt  be  discharged  t  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  sum  which  will  tw  annually  re- 
quired to  earry  it  into  effeot  cannot  be  supplied 
from  the  oarrent  rev«nne,  imless  other  i^pro- 
pria^na  neoeasaiy  to  the  ordinary  oarrent  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  should  be  dispensed 
vith,  or  yon  invade  the  sinking  fund,  long  since 
established,  and  eacredly  pledged  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  puUic 
debt  If  you  do  not  impose  additional  taxes 
or  borrow  money,  this  must  be  done ;  and,  as  a 
necessary  conseqneooe,  the  payment  of  the 
pnblic  debt  will  be  postponed.  We  have  l>een 
told  by  the  Executive  that  the  revenue  of  the 

.  Oovemment  was  equal  to  the  payment  of  this 
debt  as  early  as  the  year  1884,  or  18S5  at 
furthest  The  people  have  been  told  so  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years,  and  they  are  most  anx- 
ionsly  looking  forward  to  this  desirable  period. 
They  expect,  then,  to  be  rdieved  leom  that 
weight  of  taxes  by  wbidi  th^  have  been  so 
grievously  oppressed,  especially  since  the  year 
1628.  In  tills  country,  as  in  all  others,  the 
people  look  to  the  degree  of  taxation  ihey  are 
exposed  to,  as  one  of  the  best  evidences  of  the 
wisdom  or  folly,  the  goodness  or  badness,  of 
the  Government  under  which  they  live,  and  of 
those  who  administer  its  affairs.  When  their 
industry  is  least  trammelled  by  unnecessary 
burdens,  and  they  are  left  free  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  labor  with  the  least  possible  in- 
terference on  the  part  of  the  Government,  they 
are  not  often  inoUned  to.eomplain  of  the  aeta 
dS  the  Government;  bnt  under  a  state  of  tazfr- 
tion  which  is  felt  to  be  oppresdve,  and  prom- 
ises to  be  perpetual,  they  will  oompMo,  and 
their  complaints  must  ultimately  be  respected. 
With  a  view  to  avert  the  evils  he  apprehended 
would  flow  from  Uie  bill  if  it  passed  in  its  pres- 
ent form,  Hr.  T.  sabmitted  the  following  mo- 
tion: 

"ThKt  the  sud  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mitte«  of  Wars  and  Heana,  with  instracUona  to 
inquire  and  report  to  the  House  the  amount  which 
will  probably  be  required  annually  to  carry  its 
provisions  into  effect,  and  the  amount  which  prob- 
ably would  be  annually  required  to  carry  the  said 
bill  into  effect,  provided  its  provinonB  were  restrict- 
ed to  those  only  who  are'  in  soeb  reduced  eiream- 
stances  In  life  as  to  stand  in  need  of  aaslshuioe  of 
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the  country  for  support;  and  further  to  inquire  aaii 
report  whether  the  anwont  wliich  nay  be  required 
to  carry  the  provisions  of  the  said  bUl  into  cBeet 
can  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  without  invading 
the  siulung  fund,  and  thereby  postponing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  pubtie  dd>t." 

Heretofore,  said  Hr.  T.,  the  policy  of  liui 
Government  had  been  to  confine  the  ben^ti 
of  the  peusicHi  law  to  those  who  had  been  dis- 
abled in  the  military  and  naval  servioe  of  the 
oonntry,  and  to  those  who  had  served  in  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  were  reduced  to  a  state 
of  indigence  and  want.  Now,  it  is  proposed  to 
go  beyond  this  policy,  and  to  lay  the  ibunda* 
t»on  of  a  splendid  penmon  system.  AH  who 
participated  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  no 
matter  what  their  merits  may  be,  are  invited 
to  oome  forward  and  throw  themselves  apon 
the  charity  and  benefioenee  of  tiie  GovemnwDt 
— a  Bomptaons  banquet  is  to  be  8[»ead,  and  Uie 
oonntry  u  to  be  ranaaoked  to  gather  togtttbw 
mnltitndes  to  riot  and  revel  at  the  feast  It  is 
not  in  human  mature  to  renst  an  InvitiUkHi  so 
strongly  appealing  to  its  onpidity  and  avarice. 
All  who  remun,  of  the  reKuurnnny,  or  militia 
of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  will  be  quartmd 
upon  your  Treasury. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  knew  tbiU;  much  had  beea 
Bfud,  in  and  out  of  the  House,  of  the  meritori<Mia 
services  of  the  revolutionary  patriota,  utd  of 
the  debt  of  gratitude  which  the  oonntry  owed 
them.  No  one  was  more  ready  than  he  was  to 
award  to  them  thit  meed  of  prMse  to  which 
they  were  so  richly  entitled ;  and  he  enterttta* 
ed  80  exalted  on  opinifHi  oi  the  patriotiBm  by 
which  he  trusted  they  were  stiU  animated,  that 
he  believed  he  should  go  as  &■  as  any  then 
desired,  if  he  contributed  in  his  station  here  to 
extend  relief  to  such  of  th(»n  as  really  stood  la 
need  of  assistance  from  their  country.  I^  how- 
ever, he  shonld  be  mistaken,  in  his  ofHnion,  oa 
his  justifioation,  he  would  say,  that  it  was  i  tai 
rule  in  legislation  to  snrreuder  the  dictates  of 
the  judgment,  and  follow  the  impulse  of  the 
feelings.  Whenever  it  was  done,  ^e  conse- 
quences invariably  proved  to  be  injorious  totbe 
people.  Mr.  T.  said  he  bad  no  inducement,  nor 
did  he  feel  any  deure,  to  derogate  from  the 
well-eamed  fune  of  the  men  who  fought  aad 
Bufilbred  to  estaUidi  our  independency  nor 
would  he  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  w«ycf 
any  measure  oalonli^ed  and  intended  to  affwd 
the  comforts  neeessary  to  their  real  wants ;  bat 
he  could  not  consent  to  give  away  milUons  to 
those  who  did  not  stand  in  need  ot  it.  The 
idea  of  men  who  were  rolling  in  affluence  and 
indulging  in  all  the  luxuries  of  civilised  life 
being  sustained  and  supported  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, in  a  country  and  under  a  Govemmcnt 
where  we  boast  of  equal  rights,  was  to  him 
odious  in  the  extreme,  and  would  be  so  consid- 
ered by  the  people.  He  must  beeeeeh  gentle* 
men  again  to  weigft  well  the  oonseqnenees  of 
this  measure.  Bbaj  tboasand  poinonen  to  he 
maintained  from  your  Treasury  by  the  aoiuisl 
expenditore  of  u  amonnt  that  most  anmt  for 

Digitized  by  Google 


ibrnfirttoiMiry  PtationM. 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


338 


TumoMKX,  188].} 

some  time  the  payment  of  the  pnblio  debt,  and 
iostMi  upon  tiie  people,  for  an  Indefinite  period, 
a  Bjstem  of  taxation,  under  which,  even  now, 
they  are  justly  restless  and  dissatisfied,  mast 

S resent  a  consideration  that  the  prudent  and 
isoreet  wonid  not  cast  aside. 
Mr.  T.  eaiA  that  he  had  designedly  confined 
the  remarks  which  he  had  made  npon  this  sab- 
ject  to  Uiose  points  to  which,  in  snpport  of  his 
motioii,  he  had  felt  it  his  daty  chiefly  to  call 
the  attentlcHi  of  the  Hoose ;  bat,  before  he  took 
leave  of  the  anbject,  he  would  aay  tiiat  he  fblt 
opposed  to  the  pensioning  system,  npon  other 
grounds.  He  believed  it  was  better  calculated 
to  demoralize  the  commonity  than  almost  any 
other  kind  of  legislation.  It  weakens  those 
ties  which,  in  all  well-related  commnnities, 
should  be  sedolonsly  cherished  as  the  strongest 
ligaments  which  bind  man  to  the  performance 
of  his  social  duties.  The  aged  parent,  who  has 
A  moral  right  to  lean  npon  his  ofi^pring  for  sup- 
port in  the  decline  of  life,  will  be  told  that  that 
obligation  no  longer  exists,  as  the  Government 
bas  undertaken  to  provide  fi>r  him.  The  brother 
win  be  denied  the  hospitality  <tf  a  brother's 
roof^  or  a  place  at  his  bMrd,  mA  turned  out  of 
doors  to  live  upon  the  charity  of  Government. 
Those  afl^fdiona,  which  con^tnted  the  chief 
n^Jf^ment  of  life,  will.be  pnt  to  hazard  by  the 
Introduction  of  such  an  extended  system  of  gov- 
eminental  charity.  Hr.  T.  said  that  he  re- 
gretted he  had  occupied  so  much  time  in  pre- 
senting his  views  upon  this  subject  to  the 
Hoose,  e^>ecially  as  he  was  satisfied  his  efforts 
iroald  be  nnsucoessfol ;  yet  he  should  hare  the 
conaolation  to  know  that  he  had  attempted  to 
discharge  his  duty  to  his  oonatitnents  ami  to 
the  oonntry,  and  at  the  same  time  that  he  had 
obeyed  the  dictates  of  1^  own  oonsoieiioe  in 
■nbnUtling  what  he  had  said. 

'Mr.  TvoKBB,  of  South  Oardina,  said  he  was 
in  &vor  of  doing  sometbingfbr  the  State  troops, 
volunteers,  and  militia.  '  l^ese  men  had  ren- 
dered services  as  important,  had  endured  hard- 
ships as  great,  and  suffered  privations  as  dis- 
tressing, as  the  regular  soldiers.  The  time  was, 
during  iho  revolntion,  that  every  thing  depend- 
ad  upon  them;  they  were  subject  to  daily 
alarms,  and  daily  calls  to  resist  the  devastating 
progress  of  the  enemy — they  met  these  calls 
with  alacrity,  and  a  ptU^riotism  inferior  to  none 
—exposed  their  lives  and  shed  their  blood  in 
d^bnee  of  their  eonntiy's  ii«odom ;  and  were 
thOT  now  to  be  fbrgotten  9  Was  Congress  to 
leefu^  fbr  the  benefit  of  the  regular  soldier 
omy  t  Those  in  the  regular  service  stipulated 
to  serve  tor  a  oertain  snxn,  and  most  of  them 
bad  been  paid  agreeably  to  the  ooutraot 

It  would  be  recollected,  he  said,  that  most  of 
those  in  the  South,  who  took  an  active  part  in 
achieving  the  liberties  of  the  oountry,  belonged 
to  the  militia ;  but  it  made  no  difference  with 
him  to  what  section  of  oountry  that  class  of 
BolcKcrs  belonged.  They  had  rendered  essen- 
tial services :  withoat  ttiem  the  war  could  not 
have  been  sncoeasftally  carried  on,  and,  but  for 


[H.or  S. 

their  patriotic  exertions,  we  might  have  been  ' 
at  tiiis  day  groaning  under  the  joka  of  a  for- 
eign despot.  They  had  never  received  their 
pay  in  any  thing  but  a  depreciated  paper  cur- 
rency of  nominal  value.  But  few  of  them  now 
remain,  and  a  lai^  portion  of  these  were  borne 
down  by  age  and  infirmities,  and  lingering  out 
a  miserable  existence  under  the  blighting  in- 
fluence of  a  cheerless  poverty.  Should  these 
men  now  be  told,  in  the  evenuig  of  their  dBja, 
that  they  were  less  patriotic,  that  thdr  servioes  ^ 
were  leas  valoable,  and  they  less  deserving, 
than  the  regular  scudlers?  Bnoh  au  invidious 
distinction  was  unfeeling  and  cruel.  Ur.  T.  ' 
said,  we  owe  them  a  debt :  we  are  their  debt* 
ors,  and  they  our  creditors.  Justice  demands 
that  we  should  pay  them.  By  our  acts  of  leg- 
islation, we  had  made  provision  for  a  class  of 
officers  and  soldiers,  to  which  class  belong 
many  who  are  in  easy  cironmatancee.  [He  al- 
Inded  to  the  act  of  1828,  which  provided  for 
all  those  who  enlisted  for  and  served  during 
the  war,  without  reference  to  their  pecuniary 
situation.]  He  oonld  see  no  ground  for  distinc- 
tion, nor  ooold  he  disoorer  any  good  reason  for 
paying  that  class  in  preference  to  the  mUitia. 
The  oistinctifKi,  he  said,  was  odious  and  un- 
just It  evbioed  a  partiality  on  the  part  of  the 
Governments  not  warranted  by  the  drcum- 
stances  of  the  ease.  He  had  never  been  the 
friend  of  the  pensioning  system ;  but  as  it  had 
been  adopted,  and  would  be  kept  up  by  the 
Government,  he  insisted  that  even-handed  ju»- 
tioe  should  be  awarded  to  all.  Would  any  gen- 
tleman say  to  him  that  such  men  as  the  im- 
mortal Sumter  and  Uarion,  with  tiieir  devoted 
compatriots,  were  less  worthy  or  less  deserving 
tluui  those  attached  to  the  r^lar  service  i 
South  Carolina  held  them  in  tlie  most  grateful 
rwnanbranoe.  Their  venerated  names  shed 
a  lustre  of  glory  upon  that  State,  and  their  pa- 
triotic devotion  aoomed  the  pages  of  American 
history.  Shall  we,  sud  he,  suffer  the  brave 
followers  of  these  brave  men  to  pine  in  want 
and  die  in  poverty,  while  we  are  awarding  our 
bounty  to  those  who  are  not  more  deservingt 
Justice  was  all  that  he  desired ;  and,  in  giving 
his  vote  for  paying  the  militia,  he  considered 
that  he  should  act  in  strict  conformity  to  her 
requirements.  He  had  named  Sumter  and 
Marion — he  might  add,  Butier,  Williams,  Pick- 
ens, Hill,  and  a  host  of  others,  who  rendwed 
services  uneanaUed  in  the  history  of  the  revolu- 
tion. Ooold  any  Aiuerioan  read  tlie  twatd  of 
their  petriotio  deeds,  and  lay  hU  hand  npon  his 
heart,  and  say  they  were  less  deserving  than 
those  for  whom  provision  has  been  made ! '  He 
repeated  that  it  was  not  only  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude which  we  owed  to  these  men ;  bat  we 
were  under  a  pecuniary  obligation  to  them, 
which  had  never  been  discliarged.  As  the 
representatives  of  honest  constituents,  willing 
to  discharge  their  honest  debts,  he  should  ven- 
ture to  g^ve  his  assent  to  paring  these  men. 

It  is  but  a  few  days,  said  Mr.  T.,  since  we 
voted  a  large  amount  as  a  dmation  to  a  diar 
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tingidshed  iudiTidiul  of  this  country.  He  al- 
luded to  KiA  Konroe,  late  Frendeat  of  t^e 
United  States,  yfhj  was  that  sum  voted  to 
him  I  Beeatud  hii  fune  had  been  shad  abroad, 
and  the  splendor  <^  Ihe  Riffc  was  to  make  a 
flonilah  in  the  world.  WiU  this  Gbramment 
he  generous  and  refiue  to  be  jost  V  Shall  the 
poor  militia  man  be  denied  his  honest  dne,  and 
kept  from  his  scanty  pittance,  while  we  lavish 
our  thonsands  and  tens  of  ^oosands  npon  those 
•  who  bare  no  l^al  claim  upon  as  t  Let  the 
American  people  avoid  the  reproach  which 
such  a  coarse  of  legislation  wonld  bring  apon 
them.  Justice  was  equally  dne  to  the  high, 
the  low,  the  rich,  and  uie  poor;  and  so  long  as 
he  had  a  tongne  to  ntter  a  sentence,  he  would 
advocate  this  pi^ciple. 

Mr.  T.  aud  yon  have  expended  money  enough 
in  yonr  tmoonatl^tional  works  ot  internal  im- 

Srovwnent— 4n  the  oonstmotioa  of  yonr  Ug  and 
ttle  roada,  yonr  oanals,  and  y^nr  surveys,  to 
have  pdd  those  pow  men  what  was  th^  due. 
In  yonr  anxiety  to  proseente  a.n^radid  national 
Bcheme,  and  to  dame  the  wtx-ld  with  the  ^ory 
of  a  great  American  sj'stem,  yon  have  foivotten 
the  debts  yon  owed,  and  the  suffering  of  those 
to  whom  they  were  due.  Forsoe  this  policy  a 
little  longer— lavish  yonr  money  upon  some 
who  are  not  entitled  to  it — ^withhold  it  from 
others  to  whom  it  is  due,  and  squander  yonr 
treasure  according  to  the  policy  of  your  mis- 
named Amerioan  ajntem,  and  yonr  UberUes 
are  gone  fbrever. 

MI.  Oabson  was  against  12»  hilL  aa  at  prea- 
ent  advised,  (ht^ving  been  detained  from  the 
House  by  indisporioon  yesterday,  during  the 
dlaoQsrion,)  and  waa  in  &vor  of  the  commit- 
ment, to  aBowtain,  as  near  as  practicable,  what 
it  would  ooaL 

Hr.  Ybbplukik  made  an  explanation  in  re- 
ply to  some  of  the  statements  oi  Mr.  Tbxzvant, 
giving  it  as  his  opinion,  from  the  best  data  in 
possession  of  the  committee,  which  he  stated  in 
detail,  that  the  bill  would  require  an  additional 
expenditure  of  not  more  than  from  600,000  to 
$1,000,000,  and  this  rapidly  deoreaaing,  and 
soon,  in.  tlu  oonrse  of  nature,  to  be  entirdy  dis- 
ocmmined.  He  condoded  with  moving  the 
prevkHiB  question. 

The  motion  was  sustidned ;  and  the  question 
being  pnt  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  de- 
dded  in  the  affirmative— j'eas  182,  nays  68. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate fbr  oonounence, 

ApprepriaUon  BHU— Improvement  of  ti&a  jVbv- 
igation  <tf  the  Ohio  River. 
Mr.  WioKLETFE  moved  an  amendment  to  ap- 
propriate an  additional  sum  of  $1S0,000,  to  be 
expended,  undo-  the  direction  of  the  present 
superintendent,  in  the  improvement  cit  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Ohio  Biver,  from  its  mouth  to 
littabm^  in  removing  the  obstmctions  in  the 
channels  at  the  sboal  places  and  ripples,  and  by 
the  erection  of  wing  dams,  or  such  other  meima 
aa,  in  the  opinion  of  said  superintei^^t^  wUl 


best  answer  the  purpose  of  deepening  the  chan- 
nels of  ssid  river. 

Some  debate  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Oabsos 
<mposed  the  appropriimoin.  Measn.  Wildb  and 
MoDdftib  objected  to  inaerting  it  in  the  pres- 
ent bill,  which  was  intended  mly  to 
priate  for  otijecta  already  authtmced  by  law; 
and  Mr,  'WioKum  defended  it. 

Hr.  YuTTON  said  that  he  would  not,  at  that 
late  hoar,  ^ve  his  reasons  at  large  upcm  tb« 
proposed  amendment,  but  he  would  st^e,  in  a 
few  words,  the  ground  uponjrhich  he  thoi^^t  it 
ought  to  be  adopted.  The  miprovement  of  tba 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  iUver  was,  in  truth, 
nothing  more  than  an  extension  of  the  canab 
of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  These  two  States 
were  incurring  an  expense  of  ten  or  fifteen  mil- 
lions  of  dollars ;  the  one  in  imening  a  canal  from 
PhiladelnhiatoPittsbnrg^anatheiwier,  between 
Lake  ^e  and  the  Ohio  Biver  ;■  thoa  (^>«iiiig  a 
continued  communicatioa  from  Fhiladwphia  to 
New  Orleans  by  the  Pennsylvania  Oanal,  and 
from  Kew  York  to  New  Orelans  throogfa  the 
Erie  and  Ohio  CanaL  Owing  to  certain  slmals  in 
the  Ohio  Kiver,  its  navigation  waa  almost  wholly 
suspended  for  about  two  months  every  aatmnn; 
and  that,  too,  at  the  very  best  seascm  of  the 
year  for  bunness  on  these  canala.  The  km  of 
business  on  this  account  must  be  very  nest 
It  is  of  little  oonseqneace  that  the  Ohio  Cam] 
enters  the  Ohio  Biver,  unleas  the  prodooe  of  the 
interim  can  descend  to  Kew  Orleana,  or  other 
place  of  destioation.  So  of  the  Fetukavlvaoia 
banal ;  it  is  in  vain  fbr  that  State  to  think  of 
participating  to  any  conmdeiable  ext«it  u  the 
trade  of  the  Western  country  at  that  aaason  of 
the  year,  unless  the  navigation  of  ih»  Ohio  k 
opened  to  Pittsbnrg,  so  uat  produoe  may  as* 
oend  and  mercbanaise  descend  the  river,  on 
&eir  way  to  and  from  Philadelphia.  The  mak- 
ing of  these  canals,  which  will  now  be  finisbed 
in  a  year  or  two,  renders  it  of  vast  importance 
to  keep  the  navigation  of  that  river  sJv^fS 
open  while  business  can  be  done  upon  them. 
We  have  a  report  lying  upon  the  table,  show- 
ing that  the  shoals  in  the  nver  can  be  deepened 
at  a  very  moderate  expense.  The  improve- 
ment of  Ite  navigation  properly  belongs  to  the 
Qeneral  Goveimnent.  And  he  hape£  oonsid- 
ering  the  vast  expense  the  Btatea  of  reuiiTl- 
vania  and  Ohio  were  incurring  in  opening  av- 
enues of  trade  to  the  Ohio,  that  the  compara- 
tively small  sum  of  $160,000  would  not  be 
denied  in  aid  of  their  great  efforts. 

Mr.  Drnnt  said,  as  I  come  from  the  bordeis 
of  tjie  Ohio,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  a  word 
or  two  on  this  subject  It  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  Western  country.  The  Ohio 
River  may  with  great  propriety  be  conddered 
a  great  national  highway ;  it  forma  the  boun- 
dary tietween  several  of  the  States ;  it  is  the 
great  channel  of  their  commerce,  aim,  to  some 
portions,  the  only  outlet  for  tiieir  trade;  and, 
in  my  opinion,  is  as  deserving  of  the  attention 
of  the  Government  aa  any  portion  of  the  Hs- 
board.  Much  has  bem  acme  to  fadlitate  cor 
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oomraeroial  iBteroonra©  along  the  Atlantic ; 
large  soms  of  mooe;^  have  been  expended  for 
imprOTemente  in  the  baja,  dearing  the  harbors, 
opening  channels,  and  removing  ob8tTncl4onB  to 
navigation,  along  oar  extensive  seaooast,  wher- 
ever the  tide  flows,  from  north  to  south.  Bat, 
sir,  it  seems  to  me,  tiiat  some  ^Uonen  are 
seized  with  a  kind  of  hydrophobia  so  tooa  aa 
m  leave  the  salt  and  propose  improvements  in 
the  flreah  water  region.  I  am  willi^  with 
them  to  vote  millions  for  the  improvement  and 
woteotion  of  oar  harbors  and  seapcnla,  beoanse 
It  is  for  the  b«iefit  of  the  oommeroe  of  oar 
oonntry.  The  whole  Union  is  benefited  hj 
sooh  expeoditnres,  because  Uie  whole  Union 
has  an.intereat  in  the  oommeroe  of  every  port ; 
and  certainly  to  fiuilitate  our  internal  oommer- 
cIaI  commonication,  partlcolarly  among  the 
great  and  flooiiahlng  Western  States,  is  equally 
worthy  oar  attention,  in  a  national  point  of 
view.  I  can  peroeive  no  differenoe  between 
fhis  eanmeroe  and  onr  ooasting  trade,  wliioh 
«^<m  so  lately  the  favond^e  oondderation  of 
the  Government. 

To  the  Western  States,  the  Ohio  is  the  most 
important  diannel  of  their  intercourse ;  and  it 
is  tme,  as  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from 
"Sorth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Oasson,)  they  will  be  im- 
mediately benented  by  the  proposed  impropri- 
ation. Bat,  sir,  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
firmn  the  improvement  under  tliis  flf>propriation 
will  not  be  felt  exdudve^  in  those  States ;  the 
whole  nation  will  expwienoe  the  beneficial  ef- 
foets  in  the  addittooal  &(»litiea  afforded  to 
ocnumeFoe;  and  tUa  is  the  great  basis  iqKin 
whioh  the  advocates  of  internal  improvement 
rest  their  eaose.  Oleaiing  away  the  obstruo- 
tions  from  the  harbor  of  one  of  oar  towns  on 
tlie  eeacoast,  is  for  the  immediate  benefit  of  the 
town ;  it  g^ves  seoorlty  to  the  trade,  and  pro- 
motes its  prosperity,  and  the  omnmeroe  is  in- 
oroaood  and  protected ;  the  work  is  not,  there- 
fore, to  be  considered  merely  a  local  matter. 
No,  nr,  commerce  is  a  national  object;  we  all 
paraotpate  in  its  benefits,  and  have  an  interest 
in  its  {Irosperity. 

It  is  weU  koown  that,  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session,  with  a  mass  of  bosineaa  before  ns, 
it  would  be  inwosBthle  to  pass  a  bill  through 
tiiia  House  in  the  usual  mode.  I  cannot  pa> 
ceive  anv  wdght  in  the  ol^ections  made  to  this 
nropoaitlon ;  u  violates  no  role  (rf  this  House, 
wfaiat  printurie  of  lendation  does  it  outrage! 
Kone,  sir.  I  tniat,  uwefne,  that  the  anund- 
ment  will  be  adopted. 

ICr.  DoDDBiDOE  also  made  a  few  remarks  in 
fkvor  of  the  amendment ;  after  which  it  was 
i^«ed  to — ^yeas  79. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Lktobxb,  an  appropriation 
was  inserted  of  $lfi,000  for  making  ■  road  in 
Arkmitap 


Feodat,  February  18. 
Inlcmd  PorU  <tf  Entry. 
Hi,  OaxBBiuva,  firam  the  Oommittee  <n 


[H.  or  B. 

Oommeroe,  reported  a  bill  allowing  the  datiea 
on  foreign  merchandise  imported  into  Pitts- 
burg, Wheeling,  Cincinnati,  Loaisrille,  St. 
Lorna,  Nashville,  and  Natohezj  to  be  secared 
and  pud  at  those  plaoes;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  Mr.  0.  moved  that  it  be  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  MoDiirnB  <^>poBed  the  motion^  because 
it  was  a  sabjeot  whion  beloiued  to  the  revenue^ 
and  oi^^bt  to  have  been  before  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  It,  moreover,  was  a  novel  ^ 
principle — one  iuTolving  a  great  expenditm^ 
in  the  number  of  costom-house  offioets  wUch 
would  have  to  be  appointed ;  and  if  the  princi- 

Ele  were  adopted,  every  large  town  in  the 
^nion  situated  on  a  river  would  be  entitled  to 
the  same  privilege.  He  moved  the  reference 
of  the  bin  to  toe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  WioKLivFB  and  Mr.  pAxia  defended  the 
bill  alcainst  the  ottjections  urged,  and  argued  to 
show  its  necesn^  to  the  omvenienoe  vi  the 
large  and  thriving  commercial  plaoea  comprised 
in  ute  bill.  Before  the  questioa  was  taken,  the 
hour  elapsed. 


TranuT,  Fabruair  22. 
Foreign  C&int. 

Mr.  Whttb,  of  New  Toric,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  23d  December  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  that 
dollars  of  tiie  New  American  Governments,  and 
five  franc  pieces,  shall  be  a  legal  tender  in  the 
paymrat  m  all  debts  and  demands;  and,  also, 
whefiier  any  ad^tional  regulations  are  neces> 
saiy  to  the  recoinage  of  foreign  silver  coin  at 
the  mint,"  made  a  long  and  detidled  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  r^ulating  the  value  of 
foreign  silver  coins  withm  the  United  States. 
The  bill  and  report  were  committed. 

Mr,  Whits,  of  New  York,  from  the  same 
committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  ooaceming  the  gold  coins  of  the 
United  States,  also  made  a  lon^  and  detailed 
report  thereon,  accompanied  with  an  amend- 
ment to  the  said  bill ;  which  report  and  bill 
were  also  ecHumitted. 

On  moticHi  of  Mr.  Btobahai^  three  thou- 
sand additional  ot^es  of  these  raports  were 
directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  ttf  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Honse. 

Ituoltmt  Debton. 

The  Hoose  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States. 

Mr,  BnoHANAK  said,  that  when  the  Honse 
some  days  since,  upon  his  motion,  had  kindly 
consented  to  take  this  bill  op  out  of  its  order, 
be  had  then  declared  he  should  occupy  bat, a 
very  short  time  in  its  discussion.  He  stud  he 
would  now  redeem  that  pledge ;  and  as  time 
had  become  still  more  precious,  and  the  dose 
of  the  session  was  so  near  at  huid,  he  would 
oontoit  himself  with  a  very  brief  exposition  of 
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the  nature  of  the  hill.  Should  any  gentleman, 
however,  desire  a  farther  ezplaDation  upoo  any 
pointy  he  wonld  hold  hiinself  ready  to  give  it 

This  bill,  aaid  Hr.  B.,  contuns  but  a  single 
principle.  It  merely  enables  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  compromise  with  such  debtors 
of  the  United  States  as  were  insolvent  on  the 
let  day  (^January  last,  and  ooafers  npon  him 
the  same  power  of  nleatdng  those  debtors 
which  every  individoal  possesses.  All  snch 
debtors  of  the  United  States  are  embraced  with- 
in the  provirions  of  this  bill ;  except  the  princi- 
pals in  o£Gcial  bond^  and  those  who  have  ao- 
tnally  received  public  money,  and  not  paid  it 
over,  or  accounted  for  it  accordicg  to  law. 

At  present,  the  Ezecntive  Government  of  the 
United  States  possesses  no  power,  in  any  case, 
no  matter  what  may  be  the  circumstances,  to 
compromise  witt^its  dehtora,  and  accept  a  part 
of  the  demand  instead  of  the  whole.  The  man 
who  has  become  insolvent,  ahonld  he  be  a  debtor 
of  the  United  States  in  a  earn  which  he  is  mi- 
able  to  pay,  is,  nnder  existxug  laws,  placed  in  a 
state  ofo^pIesB  and  hopeless  despdr.  His  in- 
dividual oreditora,  convinced  of  his  honesty, 
may  be  willing  to  release  him ;  his  fi^ends  may 
be  willing  to  furnish  him  the  means  of  recom- 
mencing business ;  but  this  is  all  in  vain,  whilst 
the  debt  due  the  United  States  bangs  like  a 
millstone  around  his  neck.'  From  this  there  is 
no  escape.  Justice,  relentless  justice,  untem- 
pered  by  mercy,  is  now  our  only  rule  <rf  condaet 
towards  our  insolvent  debtors. 

Even  if  our  policy  were  purely  selfish,  and 
we  acted  from  no  higher  motives  than  a  r^rard 
for  dollars  and  cento,  we  ought  to  pass  tliialiill. 
From  the  ezamioatioDs  wUcb  I  have  made,  and 
the  information  I  have  collected  upon  this  sub- 
ject, I  entertain  no  doubt  but  that  this  bill, 
should  it  become  a  law,  will  bring  at  least  one 
million  of  dollars  into  your  Treasury,  not  one 
cent  of  which  can  ever  find  ite  way  there  un- 
less some  measure  of  this  nature  shaJl  be  adopt* 
ed.  There  are  now  in  this  country  many,  vei^- 
many,  honest  and  enterprising  merchants,  who, 
although  they  have  become  insolvent,  retain 
the  highest  character  among  their  friends,  and 
in  the  society  of  which  tliey  are  members.  In 
a  great  number  of  instances  their  insolvency 
cannot  be  attributed  even  tonef^gence  or  want 
of  sMllf  but  baa  been  wholly  the  etract  of  cansea 
which  they  conld  neither  foresee  nor  control. 
Some  instances  of  this  character  have  come  to 
my  knowledge,  which  would  be  well  calculated 
to  enlist  the  feelings  of  this  House  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  There  is  now  an  insolvent  merchant 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  whom  this  biU  would 
relieve,  who  has  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  tbe 
United  States  between  three  and  four  mUlions  of 
dollars  in  duties.  His  insolvency  was,  in  a  great 
degree,  I  think  I  mi^ht  say  solely,  occasioned 
by  the  passage  of  a  bill  through  tbe  Senate,  in 
1826,  to  reduce  the  doties  on  tea.  The  reputa- 
tion of  ihia  gentleman,  both  as  a  man  and  as  a 
merchant,  stands  as  high  as  it  ever  did  In  hla 
most  prosperous  days;  and  aboold  the  power 
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be  conferred  on  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treantry 
to  compromise  with  him  for  the  debt  whidi  he 
owes  Uie  Government,  his  friends  will  imme- 
diatelj^  furnish  him  the  means  of  reconMneao- 
ing  business.  He  will  have  no  difficnhj  in 
compromising  with  his  individual  creditors 
This  is  but  one  instance  out  of  many  of  a  nmi- 
lar  character,  which  have  eonw  to  117  koowt 
edge. 

Suffer  me  to  advert  to  another  case  by  way 
of  illustration.  A  merchant  in  Uie  city  of  New 
York  has  become  insolvent.  He  is  indei^ed  to 
the  Government  in  a  very  large  sum  of  money, 
one  doUar  of  which  he  is  not  able  to  pay.  The 
father  of  this  merchant,  anxious  to  obt^  a  re- 
lease for  his  son,  and  enable  him  agaiti  to  go 
into  budness,  has  actually  ofiTered  to  transfer  to 
the  United  States  property  estimated  to  be 
worth  between  four  and  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  provided  bis  son  shall  be  diechai^ged 
from  the  debt  This  offer  ooold  not  l>e  aoeqit- 
ed  by  the  Prerident  for  want  of  power ;  ud 
thus  the  United  States,  should  this  bill  be  nega- 
tived, will  lose,  in  a  sio^e  case,  nearly  half  a 
million  of  dollars. 

There  are  many  similar  cases  in  which  the 
friends  %nd  the  relatives  of  insolvent  debtors 
will  come  forward  and  enable  them  to  pay  tin 
Government  a  part  of  ite  debt,  in  oonsiamtioii 
of  obtaining  a  release  for  the  whole.  ISx.  B. 
stud  he  expressed  his  own  opinion  merdy  when 
he  stated  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  would 
bring  at  least  a  miUion  of  dollars  into  the 
Treasury ;  there  were  others,  yith  better 
means  of  judging  than  himself,  who  believed 
the  sum  would  greatly  exceed  that  amount 

But,  sir,  said'Mr.  B,,  much  highw  mirtives 
than  tnose  of  a  pecuniary  character  enter  iato 
the  consideraUon  of  tbts  quesdon.  Then  am  - 
many  honest  and  enterprising  men  In  this  eoan- 
try,  having  famili^  dependent  npon  their  atr- 
tions,  who  will  be  left  utterly  wi^out 
should  this  measure  be  defeated.  All  their 
creditors,  except  ourselves,  are  willing  to  com- 
promise with  tnom.  Shall  we  then  ocmtinne  to 
be  inexorable  t — shall  we  alone  have  ao  iaacj, 
even  although  mercy  be  our  best  policy?— shall 
we,  merely  for  tiie  sake  of  opprecsing  oar 
debtors,  deprive  ourselTBs  of  more  than  a  nil- 
lion  of  dollars  ? 

By  the  passage  of  this  bUl  yon  win  mton 
many  of  onr  best  citizens  to  nsefnlness.  Moi 
who  have  long  been  prostrated  in  the  dost  by 
the  weight  of  debts  which  has  been  ccntuiQallr 
pressing  npon  them,  will  again  spring  into  frew 
and  vigorous  action  the  mc«nent  this  ptmm 
ia  removed.  Hundreds  and  thousands  are  no* 
looking  anxiously  towards  yon  fca  relief  aai 
regard  the  adoption  of  this  me&aare  as  their  only 
remaining  hopeou  this  side  of  the  grave.  Why 
will  you  not  afford  these  men  relieft  Why  will 
you  not  suffer  them  by  their  enterprise  and  iodns- 
try  to  add  to  the  wealth  and  prosperih-  of  the 
cotmtry  when  you  can  grant  them  thu  booa, 
not  only  without  icyury,  but  with  podttve  ba»- 
flt  to  your  Treaaary  1    But  I  mnst  be  had, 
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and  will  panae  thii  branch  (tf  the  antjeot  no 
ftirUMr. 

The  bin  is  entirely  retrospective  in  its  na- 
ture, and  can  have  no  effect  npon  futnre  cases  of 
insolvency.  Its  relief  wilL  in  almost  every 
case,  be  confined  to  men  who  are  now  noto- 
rionsly  insolvent  There  is,  therefore,  mnoh 
leas  danger  of  &iiud  upon  the  Government,  than 
if  it  applied  to  fhtnre  cases.  But  this  consid- 
eration has  not  prevented  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee fi\}m  guarding  the  biU  with  the  utmost 
care,  and  rendering  it  impossible,  so  far  as  they 
coold,  that  a  fraudulent  debtor  should  take  ad- 
vantage  of  its  providcms.  In  the  performance 
of  this  task^  they  have  been  much  assisted  by 
the  snmiestions  of  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  woold  venture  to  assert, 
there  was  greater  danger  that  the  bill  instead 
aS  being  too  lax  was  too  rigorous  in  its  pro- 
visions.  He  sMd  he  wonld  not,  at  present,  re- 
mark npon  any  of  its  details. 

Mr.  Wimuts  briefly  submitted  his  objections 
to  the  bill.  It  watt  to  a  certain  extent  a  bank- 
rupt bill,  and  moreover  placed  too  n-eat  a  pow- 
er in  the  han^  of  the  Treasury  Department 
He  was  iu  favor  of  referring  the  cases  ^  the 
first  iiutanoe  to  Judi<ual  investagation. 

Ur,  JoBHBOT,  of  Eentnoky,  made  a  fbw  ear- 
nest remarks  in  mimort  of  the  blU. 

Bfr.  Wjltkb  comoated  the  olffections  of  Mr. 
WrLMAio,  in  an  argument  of  some  length,  and 
urged  witn  zeal  the  policy  of  the  bill, 

Hr.  HtrtrmTOTOH  said  he  had  risen  principally 
to  reply  to  an  objectjou  which  had  been  made 
to  the  bill  by  his  friend  fh>m  Korth  Carolina, 
(l£r.  WiuiAMB.)  Before,  however,  adverting 
to  this  ol^ectionj  he  woojd,  in  relation  to  the 
genend  merits  of  the  measure  under  considera- 
tioiif  remark,  that  he  considered  the  passage 
of  the  bill  wonld  be  the  performance  of  an  act 
equitably,  if  not  in  jnstace,  due  to  the  public 
debtors  embraced  by  its  proTisiona,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  it  would  be  instrumental  in 
cannng  a  portion  of  tiie  debts  now  due  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  pud,  which -wo^d  other- 
vise  be  lost  to  the  Government.  This  would 
be  obvious  when  the  House  should  consider, 
as  it  would,  th4l  many  of  the  public  debtors, 
both  prinoipals  and  sureties,  by  misfortune,  and 
from  causes  not  within  their  control,  have  be- 
cfflne  entirely  insolvent;  that  they  sostain  irre- 
proachable charaotera  for  mtegrity  and  indus- 
try ;  and  that  while  pressed  with  the  weight  of 
their  otdigationa  to  the  Government,  and  with- 
out file  meiOB  of  removii^  it:  they  are  alike 
iritlioiit  the  aiMUty  and  the  moave  neeessaiy  to 
enable  or  induce  them  again  to  commence  bosi- 
neas.  So  long  as  an  airaiori^  to  compKHnise 
with  them  is  withheld ;  so  long  as  their  persons 
are  subjected  to  imprisonment,  and  they  held 
responsible  for  the  debts  until  they  shall  have 
paid  them  in  full,  and  this,  too,  when  they  have 
not  the  means  of  discharging  any  part  of  them 
— the  indnstry,  labor,  and  enterprise  of  this 
valuable  class  of  car  oitizeos  are  lost  to  the 
oonntry.  From  tlus  ^naticai,  ao  ^stresdng  to 
VouXL— as 
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the  debtonL  without  any  eonesponding  bene- 
fit to  the  Government,  this  bill  relieves  them. 

It  enables  them  to  obtain  the  assistance  of 
Mends,  through  whose  kindness  and  generosity 
they  can  make  offers  of  compromise,  pay  their 
debts  in  part,  and  be  discharged  from  the  resi- 
due ;  and  thus,  while  the  Treasury  is  benefited, 
the  individual  debtors  are  enabled  once  more 
to  engage  in  the  business  of  the  world,  free 
from  the  pressure  of  debt,  and  stimulated  to 
active  exertion  by  the  consciousness  that  the 
finiits  of  their  industry  will  be  their  own.  The 
bill  has  been  drawn  up  with  great  care,  to  se- 
cure the  Government  against  attempted  fraud ; 
and  if  it  be  obnoxious  to  any  objection,  it  arises 
perhaps  from  what  might  be  thought  to  be  the 
severity  of  some  of  its  provisions  upon  the  debt- 
ors. If,  however,  it  be  carried  into  execution 
in  the  spirit  of  its  various  enactments,  as  it  no 
doubt  will  be,  a  highly  meritorious  class  of  our 
citizens  will  be  r^sed  from  a  state  now  of 
hopeless  depression,  to  one  offering  induce- 
ments to  renewed  exertions  in  nsefiU  employ- 
ments; and  a  portion  of  the  cl^ms  against 
them,  which  are  now  of  no  value,  by  reason  of 
the  poverty  of  the  debtors,  will  be  pwd  by  the 
liberality  c(  their  friends.  Thus  much,  lb,  H. 
observed,  he  was  nnwilUng  to  omit  saying,  in 
regard  to  the  beneficial  oonseqnenoes  wmch 
woidd  resnlt,  both  to  the  debt<nrs  and  to  the 
United  States,  should  tiie  bill  become  a  law. 

The  gentieman  fh>m  North  Carolina  (Kr. 
Williams)  had  urged,  as  an  objection  to  the 
bill,  (if  he  understood  him  correctly,)  that  the 
power  proposed  to  be  vested  in  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  should  he  given  to  the  courts 
of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  facts  to  be 
proved,  on  which  alone  relief  is  to  be  granted, 
should  be  asoertuned  through  the  intervention 
of  a  court  and  jury.  In  answer  to  this  objeo- 
tion,  Ur.  H.  said  that  it  was  difficult  to  see  why  all 
the  neoeaaar^  facts  could  not  be  asoertaioed  by 
the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  the  man- 
ner provided  by  the  bill,  with  as  much  seonrity 
to  me  Government  against  fraud,  as  by  any 
other  tribunal.  They  would  be  equally  o<»Da- 
petent,  vigilant,  and  trustworthy.  Their  pro- 
ceedings wiU  be  public,  and  their  tneaos  of  de- 
tecting fraud  as  ample  as  can  be  devised ;  and 
the  House  would  perceive  that  the  power  to 
afford  the  relief  authorized  by  the  bill  to  be 
given,  could  not  be  vested  in  any  court,  for  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  com- 
promise the  debts  of  tiie  applicants,  on  such 
terms  as,  under  all  the  circumstances  attending 
each  particular  case,  he  may  deem  equitable  to 
the  debtor  and  Jn^  to  the  Government.  Neither 
a  court  of  law  nor  of  equity  could  execute  snoh 
a  discretionary  power.  It  must  be  vested  in 
some  executive  officer,  and  in  no  one  with  as 
much  propriety  as  in  the  officer  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury  Department  Mr.  H.  said  he 
would  conclude  by  expressing  the  Cope  that  a 
bill  which  had  in  view  the  twofold  object  of 
awarding  both  Justice  and  equity  to  an  unfor- 
tunate and  meritorious  class  of  puldio  debtors, 
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and  of  enabling  the  QoTtfnment  to  realixe  a 
portten  of  debts  dne  to  it,  now  wholly  nnool- 
Motable,  would  receive  the  rapport  of  every 
member  of  the  Hoose. 

Kr.  Storks,  of  New  Tork,  bIbo  replied  to  Mr. 
WnjjAMs,  and  adrooated  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sbkmxs  mored  to  limit  the  operation  of 
llie  bill  to  two  years ;  hot,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Ellswokth,  vho  doabted  whether  all  the 
oases  would  be  closed  within  that  time,  the 
motion  was  varied  to  three  years,  and  tbos  was 
■greed  to. 

An  appropriation  of  $8,000,  to  defray  tiie  ez 
penaes  of  tne  aot,  was  on  motlMi  of 

Mr.  BuoHaxAir. 

The  UU  waa  ordered  to  be  engroand  tor  a 
tiiird  reading. 

Mr.  Shind't  Arabian  Eorm. 
Hie  fbllowlDg  Message  was  reociTed  from 
flie  Preddent  of  tike  United  Sutes: 

7h  tKt  Congnu  of  tUJTmUi  StalM: 

I  submit  herewith  to  CoagrMs  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Bbind,  BtatinK  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
reoeived  the  fW  Anblao  horses  that  were  brought 
by  him  to  the  United  States  from  Turkey.  This  Mt- 
ier  will  enable  Congress  to  decide  what  ought  to  be 
done  whh  them. 

ANDREW  JACESOir. 

The  following  is  ac<9yof  Mr.  Rhind's  lettu-. 

WlMUiaroir,  Ike.  10, 1880. 

SiK :  I  think  it  proper  to  state  the  circumstanoes 
under  which  I  became  possessed  of  the  Arabian 
horses  landed  from  the  vessel  In  which  I  retched  the 
United  States  from  Turkey. 

finding,  during  my  residence  at  CoostanUni^, 
tiiat  our  TnrkiBh  friends  were  &r  behind  as  in  many 
fanprovemeats,  I  suggested  to  the  Wnisters  sevenu 
which  were  of  great  uae  to  them ;  and,  afterdodng 
the  hnflinesa  of  the  oegotiatioa,  much  of  my  time 
wssoccspied  in  giving  them  draughts,  schemes,  and 
elucidations.  The  Sultan,  I  understood,  took  great 
interest  In  these  suggesUons,  and  many  bquities 
were  made  of  me,  by  nis  request,  to  sD  of  which  I 
afforded  the  best  explanation  In  my  power. 

It  being  customaiy  at  that  court  for  the  person 
who  negotiates  a  treaty  to  remain  there  nnUl  the 
ntificauona  are  exchanged,  or,  by  express  assent  of 
the  Porte,  to  leave  a  person  in  his  place,  I  was, 
tiierefore,  under  the  netwasity  of  apptdntlng  Mr.  Na- 
vonl  to  that  station,  and  jNTflaented  him  in  that  ca> 
paoitT  to  the  Beta  Eflfendl. 

I  shortljr  thereafter  took  final  leave  of  the  Turkish 
IGnlsteis. 

Finding  that  no  vessel  would  leave  Turkey  for  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  Ist  of  September,  I  deter- 
mined, instead  of  remaining  idle  at  ConstaoUnopler 
to  proceed  to  Odessa,  a  voyage  of  three  days,  and 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  there  for  the  re- 
cepUon  of  our  veisds ;  having  accomplished  this,  I 
returned  to  Constantinople  on  my  way  to  Smyrna, 
where  I  waa  to  embark. 

On  reaclyDg  the  capital,  I  had  several  interviews 
and  communications  with  my  foAner  Tuikish  fiimds, 
and  suggested  other  improvements  in  their  system, 
Tery  gratifying  to  them. 

Being  informed  by  the  Beis  Efbndi  that  permit 


don  would  be  granted  nse  to  expert  one  or  more 
Arabian  horses,  and  cooceiTiDgtbat,  wbOM  It  would 
Iw  a  personal  ol^ect  to  myself  it  would  also  be  a 
benefit  to  our  country,  if  I  succ^dcd  in  conveying 
one  to  the  United  States,  I  visited  the  studs  of  many 
of  tiie  nobility,  in  order  to  select  some,  and  was 
on  ibe  eve  of  elodog  for  the  purchase  of  two^  wben, 
the  circumstance  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Sultan,  he,  on  the  Slst  of  Augnitt,  directed  four 
horses  to  he  sent  me  in  his  name.  Although  thia 
was  evidently  not  intended  as  a  present  to  me  in  my 
official  ci^Mcity,  rince  the  Ministers  were  aware  X 
could  not  accept  them  ss  sneh,  stHl  the  gift  was 
one  that  could  not  be  retnroed  wltbont  ^ring  trifenee. 
Being  well  informed  that  to  reftise  them  woold  be 
oontf  dered  an  insult  to  the  Sultan,  and  woidd  doubt- 
less be  attended  with  iojury  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  Sutes,  Mr.  Naroni,  as  well  as  othere,  assnred 
me  that  I  must  talie  them  away  from  Constantino- 
ple, if  I  should  cot  their  throats  and  throw  them  over> 
tKtard  the  next  day.  I  was  eoneequently  obliged  to 
take  them  and  nlinqnlsh  the  purchase  of  thoae  I 
hadseleeted.  Ilmmeffiatcfyhi^thefoQrbMseaap* 
praised,  by  competent  judges,  on  the  spot,  and  took 
them  with  me  to  Smyrna. 

Having  no  ftmda  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
means  of  rdsing  them,  to  pay  for  their  expenses  and 
pasBsM  to  America,  I  shipped  tbem  as  a  commer- 
cial adventnre,  la  the  name  of.  and  for  account  of; 
the  owners  of  the  vessel  In  wueh  they  came,  and 
from  whom  I  had  aeeured  an  Indlvldnal  credit  on 
London  prefioas  to  leaving  the  Uidted  States.  The 
horses  are  consequently  in  their  possesion ;  but,  if 
the  United  States  liave  a  chdm  for  their  value,  I  pre- 
sume those  gentlemen  will  pay  it  over,  eboald  they 
sell  for  more  than  the  expenses  attending  them, 
which,  of  course,  are  very  c<Misiderabte. 

So  &r  as  regards  myself,  I  am  ready  to  transfer 
to  the  United  States  any  right,  title,  or  interest  I 
may  have  in  them  sbonld  it  be  required. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 
obedient  servant,  CHAS.  BHIND. 

To  tht  FtttiduU  of  t/u  Vnittd  Stain. 

The  Bobject  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee 
on  Foreign  AfBikB. 


MoKDAT,  Fehmaiy  S8. 

Death  of  Senator  IfobU. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  by 
their  Secr^ary,  notifying  this  Honse  that  the 
honorable  Jahu  Noble,  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States  from  tiie  State  of  Indiana,  died 
at  his  lodginn  in  this  city  on  the  27th  instant, 
and  that  nia  funeral  will  take  place  tlds  day  at 
half  past  eleven  o'olook  A.  M.  Thereopcoi, 

Mr.  Tut  moved  the  following  reeolation, 
viz: 

lUtolvtd,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  the  honorable  Jambs  Noblk,  late 
a  member  of  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Indiana, 
Uiis  day,  at  the  hour  appointed ;  and  as  a  teetimony 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  they 
will  go  into  mourning,  and  wear  crape  round  the 
left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

This  reeolation  waa  agred  to  nnanimooaly. 

On  motum  of  Mr.  V  axob,  it  waa  then 
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Onbrtd,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  attancUng  the 
funeral  of  the  late  Senator  Noblb,  the  Hbow  will 
tak«  •  nemt  ontil  three  o^olook,  P.  M. 


T0B8DAT,  Uaroh  1, 
BatUmon  and  Wathinffton  BaUroad  Siik 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  aathorizing  the 
Baltimore  aad  Ohio  Bulroad  Company  to  ex- 
tend a  lateral  railroad  from  BBltimora  to  Wash- 
ington, together  with  certain  amendments  fbere- 
being  taken  op, 

iCr.  DoDDBiDas,  Ohairman  of  the  Oommittee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  moved  that 
House  concur  in  the  omendzaents  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Mr.  Skioibs,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  reoom- 
mit  tiie  bill  to  the  Committee  for  the  District. 

ICr.  Howard  opposed  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit with  great  earnestness.  He  was  confident 
that  the  amendments  need  only  to  be  road,  to 
have  their  propriety  at  once  perodved.  They 
had  been  printed;  and  if  the  gentlemen  had 
not  read  them,  it  was  th^  own  faidt'  One  of 
the  amendments  went  to  reserve  the  right  of 
Congress  to  pass  lawa  hereafter  iS>r  tiie  ojjening 
of  branch  roads,  and  to  regtilate  the  speed  of 
cars.  The  other,  which  had  been  inserted  at 
the  instance  of  toe  representation  of  the  Dis- 
trict, went  to  limit  the  termination  of  the  road 
wlttun  the  District,  to  some  point  between  the 
eapitol  and  Seventh  street — instead  of  carrying 
it  to  the  President's  house  or  Book  Creek.  '5 
any  objection  were  made  to  this,  it  was  to  be 
expected  from  the  corporation  of  'Washington. 
Bnt  both  the  boards  oonstitating  that  body  had 
prayed  for  this  restriction ;  and,  if  t^ey  con- 
sented to  it,  who  oonld  Justly  cmpMe  it?  Mr. 
H.  expressed  a  fear  that  if  the  hill  shonld  be 
now  recommitted,  it  would  never  regain  its 
place  on  the  calendar.  He  explained  what  had 
been  done  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  on 
this  subject.  They  had  granted  to  the  com- 
pany liberty  to  make  the  road  as  far  as  the 
District  line,  on  condition  that  it  should  be 
commenced  within  one  year.  If  the  present 
bill  should  be  rqected,  or  lost  by  d^ay,  the  com- 
pany would  be  lefl  in  an  embarrassed  situation. 

The  qnestaon  being  then  pat  on  concurring 
witii  the  Senate  in  their  amendments  to  the 
lull,  it  was  carried  by  a  large  m^ority. 

He  IkiThiih  Kitiion. 

The  next  amendment  in  order  was  the  appro- 
priation of  (16,000,  as  compensation  to  the 
oommissiouers  who  negotiated  the  late  treaty 
with  the  Ottoman  Porte.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  reoommended  to  strike 
out  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  which  pro- 
'tided  for  this  item,  with  a  proviso  going  to 
disai^iTove  of  the  appointment  of  the  commis- 
sioners during  a  recess  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Veeplanok,  Ohairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  explained  the  grounds  on 
which  that  oommittee  had  recommended  to 
strike  out  this  item  from  the  <twtftnrlnnftnti>  of 


[H.  or  B. 

the  Senate.  Of  the  exact  character  of  the  per- 
sons to  be  compensated,  he  would  not  speak,  as 
there  was  no  dlstinot  evidence  on  that  sat^ect 
before  the  House;  whether  they  were  to  be 
nnderstood  as  acting  under  a  special  commis- 
sion as  the  personal  agents  of  the  President,  or 
whether  they  were  to  be  considered  as  charg^ 
des  afEsires,  there  was  no  evidence  on  which 
to  decide.  The  subject  was  known  to  have  ex- 
cited great  warmth  elsewhere;  and  the  com- 
mittee, conuderiog  the  very  inaccurate  infor- 
mation submitted  to  them,  and  believing  that 
the  great  qnestion  entered  into  by  the  proviso 
was  likely,  eq>eoia]ly  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
session,  to  delay,  and  posnbly  endanger,  the  bill, 
and  thereby  iqjoriously  to  affect  other  great 
interests,  had  been  unanimous  in  recommend* 
ing  that  the  whole  amendment,  as  well  the  ap- 
propriation as  the  proviso  accompanying  it, 
should  be  stricken  oat.  The  parties  concerned 
would,  he  preeomed,  be  paid  either  from  the 
contingent  fund,  or  from  the  secret  service  fund ; 
but,  if  not  paid  at  this  time,  they  must  take 
th«r  chance  of  being  provideii  for  by  the  next 
Congress.  The  oommittee  considered  it  an  act 
of  pnblio  daty  to  report  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wathb  foniuL  one  difflonltj  in  agreeing 
to  the  proposal  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  aiu 
Means.  If  this  ^{HM^riat^on  should  be  stricken 
out,  there  was  no  fund  to  which  the  individuals 
conoemed  could  look  for  payment.  They  had 
rendered  important  services;  they  had  been 
the  agents  in  the  highest  act  which  one  de- 
partment «f  the  Government  could  perform. 
He  felt  the  force  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Vebplutok,)  and 
he  was,  to  a  oertun  extent,  oonstrfuned  to  ac- 
quiesce in  them;  but  the  House  must  make 
some  certain  provinon  for  men  who  had  per- 
formed an  important  pnbUcawrioe.  Was  there 
no  other  part  of  the  bill  to  whidi  an  additional 
appropriation  might  be  appended,  by  which  the 
ooject  conld  be  aecored!  In  the  estimate  fbr 
the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercoorse, 
there  was  one  item  of  $26,000.  There  was  no 
proposal  to  strike  that  out ;  and,  with  a  view 
to  avoid  debate,  he  would  propose  to  amend  the 
present  amendment,  by  adding  to  that  clause 
the  words  and  $15,000,  to  defray  the  contin- 
gent expense  of  forei^  intercourse,  heretofore 
incurred.'*  The  Chair  decided  that  it  was  not 
in  order  to  amend  an  amendment  reoommended 
by  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr,  Inosbsou.  said,  the  gentleman  oonld 
easily  anive  at  his  ol^ect,  by  allowing  a  vote 
first  to  be  taken  on  the  presettt  amendment  If 
these  commissioners  were  to  be  pud  at  all,  it 
should  be  oat  of  the  secret  service  fund.  They 
had  been  appointed  by  the  President,  undw 
that  power  of  the  Executive  which  gives 
him  control  over  this  fund,  and,  if  so,  they 
ought  to  be  paid  in  that  way.  Mr.  I.  said  he 
thought  he  perceived  where  the  difficulty  of 
the  gentleman  Isy ;  the  gentleman  was  appre- 
hensive that  the  secret  service  fund  had  been 
exh«i8ted.  How  that  may  be,  Mr  L  said,  he 
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did  not  know ;  the  gentleman  no  donbt  knew 
better  than  he  did.  AH  that  he  conld  say  wati, 
that  he  thought  the  House  ought  to  take  a 
question  on  the  point  now  before  it,  and  there- 
by settle  the  question  of  the  disputed  power  of 
the  Ezeoative. 

Mr.  Stobes,  of  New  Tort,  professed  not  to 
understand  the  debate.  He  did  not  know  what 
gentlemen  meant  when  they  talked  about  the 
Booret  servioe  fnnd  being  exbansted;  he  was 
completely  in  the  dark.  His  colleague,  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  Yer- 
nAKOs:,)  told  the  Honse  that  that  committee  had 
no  infonnaticm— another  gentleman  told  them 
that  the  commis^oners  bad  been  {^pointed  by 
somebody,  and  that  some  provi^oos  would  be 
made  for  them  by  somebod;,  nobody  knew 
who.  For  himself^  he  was  not  in  the  secrets  of 
the  cabinet ;  neither  was  the  House  in  those 
secrets.  If  any  public  Ministers  or  charges 
were  to  be  provided  for,  let  the  OovemmeDt 
Bend  the  House  some  iiuTonsation — let  it  send 
the  treaties  that  had  'b4eu  made~Iet  it  teU  the 
House  who  the  oommissioners  are.  For  his 
own  part,  he  did  not  find  such  persons  ennmer- 
ated  among  our  diplomatic  agents.  The  House 
was  asked  to  act  in  the  dan — somebody  said 
they  wanted  money,  but  the  Government  had 
not  condescended  to  tell  the  people  of  the 
United  States  what  it  was  wanted  for.  The 
House  had  received  no  estimate,  no  report; 
the  Government  gave  it  no  information  but  this 
— that  it  wanted  money.  The  House  had  no 
facts  to  go  upon,  and  be  therefoi%  hoped  it 
would  strike  out  the  whole  appropiiation.  The 
item  of  $2S,000  for  oontingent  expenses  was  ia- 
tended  for  some  other  purpose,  he  did  not 
know  what:  he  hoped  that  wonld  be  atricken 
oot,  too,  unieas  some  farther  information  was 
^ven.  When  be  voted  away  money,  he  liked 
to  do  it  underatandingly.  This  sum  was  not 
for  the  ordinary  contingent  fund ;  if  it  was  to 
be  spent  in  presents  to  the  Orand  Turk,  he 
should  like  to  know  the  fact.  He  wished  to 
know.what  he  was  doins.  Were  these  $26,000 
to  be  paid  for  gold  snuff-oozes,  diamond-headed 
dasners,  horses,  urns,  or  what  was  it  for  7 

Mr.  Yebpunok  asked  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
BrOBBa,)  whether  tiie  olfjeet  of  his  inquiry  was 
to  obtam  a  list  of  tibe*  apodal  oontingent  ex- 
pen8as(tf  the  Turkish  legation.  The  present  earn 
of  915,000  was  proposed  to'be  added  to  the  sum 
of  $26,000,  provided  Cor  general  ocaitingent  ex- 
penses. It  was  not  nsaafto  lay  the  particulars 
of  foreign  intercourse  directly  or  indirectly  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  Watns  asked  gentlemen  to  state  whether, 
if  tliis  article  was  stricken  oat,  certain  persons 
who  had  rendered  pnbUc  service  wonld  not  be 
left  to  take  their  chance  for  being  paid  before 
next  Congress;  and  he  again  asked  whether 
th»e  was  not  any  other  part  of  the  bill  on 
which  an  amendment  ooold  be  grafted  to  se- 
cure the  pfqrment  of  agents,  the  value  of  whose 
imblic  servloes  had  been  acknowledged  by  the 
higbeat  act  which  any  GoTemment  could  per- 
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form,  viz.,  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  which 
they  had  made. 

Hr.  MoDtJFFTx  obserred  that  the  cmestim 
now  was  only  as  to  one  portion  of  the  Senate^s 
amendment — to  the  remainder  the  gentleman 
might  add  what  be  pleased. 

Mr.  BiTBosB  observed  that  he  could  not  see 
why  persons  who  bad  been  in  the  service  of 
the  country  should  not  be  pud.  Why  o^t 
the  appn^riatton  to  be  smekeii  ootl  jUd 
goatlemen  intend  that  tiie  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment should  not  be  paid  ?  Why  not  paid  f 
Had  they  rendered  no  service  ?  or  was  the  ser- 
vice which  they  had  rendered  Illegal  1  if  tbey 
had  not  rendered  any.  service,  how  came  tibia 
clause  in  the  bill,  if  the  service  had  been  ren- 
dered in  an  illegal  or  nnconstitutional  manner  ? 
Yet,  80  far  as  the  conntry  was  bound  in  equity, 
why  should  not  this  House  say,  with  the  Sen- 
ate, this  does  not  justify  us  in  withholding  their 
pay !  Why  was  the  clause  to  be  stricken  out  t 
Was  any  gentleman  prepared  to  say  that  the 
President  had  the  right,  without  consulting  the 
Senate,  to  send  abroad  envoys  to  negotiate 
treaties,  unless  under  the  pressing  exigencies  of 
warf  Can  he  consummate  this  act  without 
consnltiiu[  the  Senate  ?  Are  we  gping  to  say 
that  the  President  may  not  only  nil  a  vacancy 
which  occurs  during  uie  recess  of  the  Senate, 
bnt  that  he  may,  without  the  Senate,  originate 
any  mission  he  pleased  ?  Mr.  6.  said  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  President  could  send  out  an 
agent  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  state  of 
oar  relations  with  a  foreign  power,  but  this 
must  be  done  secretly.  Snch  af^nte  never 
were  accredited.  The  Prendent  might,  in  thu 
manner,  discover  by  what  means  onr  relations 
with  a  foreign  power  might  be  improved ;  bnt 
he  might  not  appdnt  and  send  abroad  high 
public  envoys  without  first  consulting  the  Sen- 
ate. Mr.  B.  called  upon  all  who  heard  him  to 
say  whether  they  were  prepared  to  sanction 
Buch  a  power  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  trusted  there  were  none.  IMd  the 
House  then  intend  to  deprive  these  agents  of 
their  pay  ?  Were  they  to  be  left  to  chance  for 
their  remuneration  ?  Wonld  the  House  indulge 
a  disposition  to  employ  servioes  when  they 
were  needed,  and  then  leave  the  aervants  to 
get  th»r  pay  how  they  ooold?  No,  nr,  sud 
SCr.  B. ;  the  laborer'B  wages  aball  neror  ale^ 
with  me.  I  tmst  there  u  no  man  here  who 
will  vote  to  pnt  tbrae  agenta  off  to  another 
Congr^.  Mr.  Rhind  was  onr  conaul  to  Odes- 
sa—he is  known  to  be  poor,  and  to  possess 
nothing  but  what  the  Government  ^ves  him. 
He  beheved  himself  to  be  employed  oy  a  oora- 

getent  power — ^let  us  pay  him  for  the  servioes 
e  performed — bnt  let  na,  at  the  same  tim^ 
take  care  to  say  that  the-powor  which  emidoyed 
him  was  not  com[>ctent. 

Mr.  MoDtttfie  said  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  no  intention  of  l>dng  un- 
derstood as  aaying  that  these  agenta  wera  not 
entitled  to  oon^ensation  for  tJieiraerTioeB — the 
comnUttee  were  nnanimoua  in  the  amtnrj 
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opinion ;  but  they  had  failed  in  accomplishing 
the  object  they  had  in  view  in  recommending 
that  uiB  item  be  stricken  oat,  which  was  to 
avoid  debate.    They  desired  to  present  the 

Soeation  in  such  a  way  aa  might  conciliate  all. 
[e  agreed  that  the'  simple  Btriking  out  of  this 
amropriatioQ  might,  at  first  view,  appear  like 
toe  expression  of  an  oinnion  that  the  individnala 
in  question  are  not  entitJed  to  compenBatlon ; 
bat  anoh  was  not  his  opinion,  nor  mat  of  the 
oommittoe.  They  were,  doubtless,  entitled  to 
compOTsation ;  and  if  the  House  could  provide 
afiind  outof  which  they  might  be  pud,  he  should 
be  glad.  He  had  no  wish  to  appear  as  if  avoid- 
ing a  vote  on  the  principle  contained  In  the 
Senate's  amendment,  but  he  did  wish  to  avoid 
disoassion.  His  opinion  was,  and  he  presumed 
there  were  few  but  would  agree  with  him,  that 
the  Preeident  did  not  possess  power  to  appoint 
Ifiniatws  plenipotentiary  daring  a  recess  (» the 
Senate,  witboat  nominating  them  to  the  Senate 
at  its  next  saooeeding  sesMon.  But,  if  he  was 
compelled  to  vote,  he  should  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  he  was  unwilling  to  give  a  vote  which 
mi^t  be  oonstmed  into  a  censure  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  what  he  had  done.  He  was  satisSed 
tiiat  the  affiur  had  happened  through  mere 
oversight,  without  any  had  intent  The  Senate 
had  deemed  it  proper  to  .vindicate  its  own 
power,  by  inserting  the  proviso.  The  House 
had  no  such  object  and  no  snch  obligation. 
The  Senate  had  now  done  what  they  desired, 
and  what  they  had  a  perfect  right  to  do,  and  he 
hoped  that  ftuther  debate  voud  be  avoided. 

Mr.  EixswoBra  observed  thatfhe  House  was 
now  brought  back  to  the  question  which  had 
been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Bhode 
bland,  Qix.  Bobobs.)  Certain  public  agents 
had  {Mrfwmed  important  services;  they  had 
the  fiiareBt  claim  to  be  indemnified,  and  indem- 
nified at  this  time ;  and,  unless  the  House  in- 
tended to  compensate  them  in  some  other  mode, 
t^ey  on^t  not  to  strike  out  this  impropriation. 
If  gentlemen  did  not  like  the  proviso,  let  them 
sti^e  it  out ;  but  the  claim  to  compensation 
was  certainly  just  and  fair,  and  he  could  never 
oottflait  to  strike  out  a  just  appropriatbn  be- 
oanse  of  the  proviao  that  was  attached  to  it 

)fr.  Dbattov  said  that  he  deprecated  a^- 
ment  as  much  as  any  gentieman,  and  he  should 
make  none,  unless  m  felt  bound  in  duty  to  do 
■o — he  should  not  vote  for  striking  out  the 
clause,  even  if  he  thought  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  commissioners  was  illegal  or  nn- 
ccmstitntional.  But  he  thought  it  was  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  constitotional  power,  so  far  as  any 
eonstmcMon  of  the  constitution  could  derive 
force  from  precedent  This  was  supported  by 
numerous  examples.  He  was  not  for  striking 
out  the  proviso.  He  conrndered  these  agente 
as  entitled  to  s^aries.  There  was  a  fund  out 
d  which  they  might  be  pud,  and  there  was 
not  the  smalledt  otgeotion  to  the  amendment 

ISx.  MoDmmB,  in  reply  to  Hr.  Ellsworth, 
observed,  that  if  that  gentleman's  vote  to  strike 
out  this  olanae  depokded  on  the  Honae  provid- 


ing some  other  mode  of  compensation,  his  diffi- 
ctdty  might  easily  be  removed ;  for  as  soon  as 
the  House  should  vote  to  strike  out  this  amend- 
ment, the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (UnWATm) 
would  introduce  another  clause  to  cover  the 
same  object  The  question  was  then  taken  oh 
agreeing  with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  m  their  propcMed  amendment,  going  to 
strike  out  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  ara  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Stohes,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  $25,000  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  mission,  and  substitnting  $5,000.  Mr.  S. 
said  that  this  $26,000,  was  intended  to  provide 
the  tribute  costomarily  ^ven  to  the  Grand 
Seignior,  aa  be  understood  it  The  old  Govern- 
ments of  Europe  may  feel  it  their  interest  to 
procure,  by  tiiese  means,  tiie  friendship  of  the 
Sublime  Porte.  Turkey  lays  under  tribute 
every  nation  with  which  she  has  intercourse, 
by  her  policy  of  requiring  presents.  He  ai^ed 
if  it  was  proper  for  ns,  while  keeping  np  friend- 
ly relations  with  Rn88ia,*without  any  Miidster 
at  St.  Petersburg,  to  acqniescf  in  this  course. 
He  considered  it  nnsonnd  policy,  after  keeping 
ourselves,  for  half  a  century,  without  associat- 
ing with  the  politicians  at  Oonstuitinople,  to 
send  a  charg^  when  a  consul  would  be  as  effi- 
cient to  secure  our  interests.  He  stated  that  in 
sending  a  ohargS  we  shall  only  make  our  coun- 
try appear  ridiculons,  because,  while  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  other  courts  are  admitted  to  the 
"  brii^taesa  of  the  snhUme  preeenoe,"  our  ohai^ 
will  be  compelled  to  stand  at  the  door  among 
the  servants  and  understrappers,  and  thus  would 
the  mi^esty  of  the  American  people  be  rei>re- 
sented.  He  took  a  view  of  the  accumulating 
expenses  of  the  diplomatic  corps  since  the  pres- 
ent Administration  came  into  power,  and 
asked  if  this  was  a  redemption  of  the  plec^ges 
given  by  them  before  they  were  in  ofHce.  We 
are  called  on  to  send  a  charg^  to  disgrace  the 
American  people  before  all  Europe,  and  to  pay 
$25,000  out  of  our  Treasury  for  this  privil^^ 
There  has  been  no  information  communicated 
to  this  House  to  call  for  this  Impropriation;  and 
he  would  not  ccmsent  to  make  any  ^propriation, 
without  sufficient  knowledm  eommnnioated  in 
a  proper  manner.  He  had  neard  much  of  this 
treaty  out  of  doors.  He  had  heard  that  parts 
of  it  are  very  exceptionable;  and  it  was  ru- 
mored that  it  had  not  been  ratified.  We  have 
been  told  by  the  President,  in  his  opening  Mes- 
sage, of  a  liberal  treaty  with  Turkey.  He  did 
not  understand  the  term.  Was  it  not  a  recip- 
rocal treaty!  He  had  heard  that  Captain 
Biddle  had  written  a  longletter  reprobating 
some  parts  of  the  treaty.  He  had  also  heard 
of  Mr.  Rhind  and  his  acts.  But  he  desired  that 
the  treaty  should  be  communicated  to  the  House 
before  the  appropriation  is  (pven.  He  thought 
it  necessary  that  we  should  know  fi}r  what  we 
are  called  on  to  s^ve  this  mcmey. 

Mr.  Cabson  said  it  always  gave  him  pleasure 
to  listen  to  the  gentieman  from  New  York,  who 
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had  just  taken  his  seat,  because  of  the  ability 
which  he  always  manifested.  It  was  matter  of 
deep  regret  that  talents  of  so  high  an  order 
aboold  be  enlisted  on  the  wrong  Aae,  Bat,  on 
the  present  occasion,  Mr.  0.  was  construned  to 
oonnM  that  he  never  heard  the  gentleman  from 
K«w  York  make  a  speech  on  that  floor  which 
he  himself  seemed  lest  to  twL  The  honwable 
nntlemaa  had  wt  oat  with  tdling  the  House 
mttbewuperfeoQrinthedsrk;  tnatheooold 
not  at  all  understand  the  debate ;  bat  what  a 
development  had  the  Hoaae  witnessed,  and  on 
what  aathority  had  it  been  made  t  The  first 
thing  the  gentleman  had  discovered  was  the 
establishment  of  a  new  mission,  which  was  to 
cost  the  ooantry  God  knows  how  mach.  Each 
new  Minister,  it  seemed,  was  to  be  famished 
with  new  snaff-bozes  and  every  sabseqaent  Oob- 
gresa  was  to  be  bound  to  make  new  and  fkirther 
appropriaUons.  The  Ministers,  too,  were  to 
make  themselves  ridicaloos,  by  appearing  in  an 
inferiw  gnde;  and  tiie  (^otleman's  motion 
wonid  go  to  render  them  still  more  ridienloni. 
The  Prerident  had  sabmltled  the  treaty  to  the 
Senate,  and  Hr.  0.  bad  nnderstood  that  the 
treaty  had  been  ratified  with  an  amendment 
whidi  went  to  strike  ont  one  offensive  article. 
He  was  not  sure  that  this  was  the  case,  bat  he 
had  been  so  informed.  In  the  discharge  of  his 
execative  duty,  the  President  had  sabmltted  to 
the  Senate  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  dip- 
lomatic mission  to  the  Ottoman  Porte.  The 
bill  at  first  provided  for  the  outfit  of  a  ftill  Min- 
ister, bat  the  committee  (consisting  of  the  gen- 
tlwnan's  frioids)  had  reduced  the  Minister  to  a 
chargi,  and  had  thereby  afforded  the  gentleman 
an  opportanity  d  bidding  up  to  the  House  a 
very  entertainmg  Q>eotade,  wnere  onr  ICniater 
fl[^teared  dancing  attondanoa  ont  of  doora 
among  aervants  and  dragmnen,  but  never  ad- 
mitted to  the  brightness  w  the  Sultan's  sublime 
presence.  The  gentleman  appeared  to  have 
thouj^t  a  good  deal  on  the  subject,  and  be  was 
sorry  he  had  not  obtained  any  iuibrmation  as 
to  the  political  oonBeqnencee  arising  from  this 
difference  of  grade  in  our  Ministers.  Probably 
another  agent  might  be  needed;  but  that  was 
the  business  of  the  Senate,  as  they  had  the  ez- 
dnsive  appointment  of  new  Ministers.  The 
genUeman  from  New  Tork,  if  he  recollected 
right,  had  advocated  the  Panama  mladon. 
Did  uie  gentleman  at  that  time  ask  for  the  fai- 
structions  given  to  our  Minister?  Far  from 
it.  All  tlien  was  to  be  oonfldence  in  tiie  Exec- 
ative. The  House  was  to  repose  an  oflBcial 
oonfldence  in  the  Execative.  why  did  not  the 
House  now  hear  from  him  the  same  language? 
The  gentleman  had  professed  great  ignorance ; 
but,  whatever  might  be  his  disclaimers,  tiie 
HoDse  all  knew  full  well  that  the  gentleman 
was  acquainted  witii  the  manner  in  which 
Tnrkish  treaties  were  usually  negotiated.  He' 
knew  perfectiy  well  that  presents  were  always 
made  by  every  nation  who  wished  to  maintun 
^lomatio  ruationa^  or  obtdu  eommercial  ad- 
vaiUageB,  or  h<dd  any  intenxmiw  with  tlw 
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Turkish  court.  Hie  commercial  beaefits  to  be 
obtained  by  the  present  arrangement  the  gentle- 
man had  taken  great  care  to  throw  into  the 
shade ;  yet,  if  any  oommerdal  advantage  was 
to  be  derived  to  the  country,  what  city  or  what 
State  of  the  Union  was  so'  likely  to  share  in  it 
as  tiiat  fnm  which  the  gentieman  camet  The 
city  of  TSvw  York,  to  which  be  nndentood  the 
gentieman  had  lotdy  removed  his  reeidanee^ 
being  the  mat  omnmerdal  emporinm  of  tiio 
country,  hu  the  deepest  interest  in  «  qneatkMi 
of  this  kind.  The  gentionan  had  aaid  *  great 
deal  aboat  paying  trthnte,  and  preaentii^  dia- 
mond snaff-boxea  to  an  infidel  w>wer.  This 
language  might,  perhaps,  take  with  the  Dutch 
of  New  York,  (to  use  a  phrase  which  he  had 
heitfd  the  gentieman  employ,)  and  it  showed  the 
gentleman's  great  doferenoe  for  the  sense  and 
mformation  of  his  constituents.  But,  if  the 
gentieman  could  impose  upon  his  own  oonatita- 
ents,  it  did  not  follow  that  he  could,  with  equal 
ease,  deceive  the  American  people.  They  po^ 
seas  too  much  intolligenoe  for  such  an  operanon. 
Hr.O.  said  that  Andrew  Jaekam  had  diaehariged 
his  duty.  The  Honae  could  not  yet  hove  the 
treaty  uid  before  it,  but  it  opened  a  prospect  of 
great  pecuniary  advantage  to  the  nation,  from 
a  participation  in  the  commeroe  of  the  Black 
Sea.  All  this  the  gentieman  well  nnderstood ; 
and  if,  with  the  mil  understanding  of  it,  he 
chose  to  take  the  responsibility  of  defeating 
sach  a  measure,  on  him,  and  on  those  who 
acted  with  him,  let  it  rest,  and  not  upcn  An- 
drew Jaduon,  or  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Abord  said  tiiat  he  would  confine  him- 
aetf  to  two  or  tiiree  remarks,  by  way  of 
planation.  The  gentleman  (Mr.  Svoasa)  had 
oonunenoed  by  sopposing  that  the  oliiJeet «  tiria 
treaty  was  to  put  the  country  in  a  d^frading  atti- 
tude—to  grant  a  tribute,  to  buy  a  treaty  of  the 
Sablime  Porte.  Bat  such  had  been  no  part  ot 
the  oMeot.  The  treaty  was  made.  It  had  been 
ratified,  with  the  exception  of  one  article.  So 
fkr  from  soliciting  or  b^ging  a  treaty,  tihe 
treaty  had  been  made  and  ratified,  and  the 
object  was  to  open  commercial  connections 
between  the  United  States  and  some  of  the 
richest  countries  in  the  old  wwld;  and  the 
present  ai^roroiation  was  asked  in  order  that 
our  oountry  might  revise  these  benefits.  Our 
interest  In  thoaa  seas  waa  great  and  ezteihded, 
and  the  question  was,  whether  we  ought  not  to 
have  oommercial  agents  to  supervise  tiie  inter* 
osts  of  the  United  States.  But  gentiemen  aak, 
why  not  intnut  this  duty  to  our  oHisals?  If 
the  bill  bad  done  so,  the  expense  would  ha.ro 
been  the  same.  The  Government  now  pays 
our  consul  at  Alters  $4,000;  and  the  sidary  of 
a  chai|^  was  but  $4,600.  Nothing  would  be 
gained,  therefore,  by  substituting  the  consul ; 
the  only  diffbrence  would  be,  that  the  latter 
appointment  would  not  be  prodnotive  (tf  such 
good  effects.  But  to  ahow  that  the  geotianan 
would  be  satiiAed  wit&  no  condoot  of  tilie 
Administration,  and  that  he  held  it  a  ieaij  to 
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find  fuilt,  the  gentleman  had  told  the  House, 
that,  if  ve  vere  to  have  anj  mission  to  Turkey, 
it  onght  to  l»  an  embassy  extraordinarj.  That 
was  what  the  Executive  had  asked  for,  and 
what  the  Senate  had  refused.  If  the  present 
plan  was  wrong,  tiie  flnlt  was  not  with  the 
Fresideiit. 

If  it  was  good  that  we  afaoold  oommer- 
oial  raUtiona  with  the  bonndlew  tenitories  of 
the  Tarkf  (relations  whidi  had  heretofore  ex- 
tended hot  a  short  distanoe  oroond  Smyrna,) 
was  the  conn  try  to  refuse  this  advantage, 
beeaose  the  gentleman  from  New  Tork  tbon^t 
it  degrading  to  make  presents  to  the  Grand 
SeiffDior,  to  the  amoont  of  |26,000  ?  If  we  held 
■neb  an  opinion,  we  should  be  the  only  power 
who  thonpit  so ;  all  other  nations  have  acted 
otherwise.  If  the  country  was  to  have  political 
and  conuaercial  relations  with  the  Porte  at  all, 
it  oould  no  more  have  them  without  presents 
than  without  Ministers.  No  Minister  would 
hare  been  reoMved,  or  permitted  to  open  his 
credeptials,  till  he*  had  tiered  the  costomary 
prean^  This  Goremment  oncereoeiTod  a 
miarioB  from  a  Tnrkuh  power,  and  we  paid  the 
trobawador  a  regular  stipend  erery  week,  al- 
thtn^'  he  came  only  to  make  an  f^fdogy  for 
a  threat  wliieh  had  been  uttered  bybts  oonntry 
agunst  oars.  We  paid  all  the  expenses  of  hb 
embassy,  and  allowed  Mm  $300  per  week  dur- 
ing his  stay.  Was  that  expeudlture  conridered 
extravagant  then  I  Was  tne  country,  for  such 
a  reason,  to  refuse  the  ^logy  of  a  foreign 
power,  and  thereby  to  avert  the  necessity  of 
a  wart  Mr.  Jefferson  was  wiser  than  that 
The  long  and  tlie  abort  of  tlds  matter  was,  that 
here  were  presented  to  na  real  and  great  oom- 
mardal  advantages.  Eztenrive  re^^ons,  auumg 
some  of  Uie  riehest  on  the  globe^  were  abont  to 
be  opened  to  the  United  States.  We  were  to 
bdd  eommercial  relations  with  all  the  oonntrles 
around  the  filaek  Sea ;  and  we  were  to  have 
this  advantage  in  the  most  eoonomical  form — 
at  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  single  chai^. 
As  to  the  other  items,  they  were  merely  uie 
necessary  appendages  of  such  a  mianon.  A 
draKKoaa  and  presents  were  mattera  of  conrse 
at  ^e  court  of  Virkey. 

Mr.  SzoBss  replied;  when 

The  qneation  was  taken  on  tb»  amendment 
(tf  Mr.  woBBS,  and  dedded  in  th«  negative  by 
ala^  majority. 

Mr,  Wathb  then  moved  Qie  ameadmokt  he 
had  before  proposed,  viz :  to  inaA  affcw  the 
item  <tf  125,000,  the  following : 

*'And  tl6.000  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
fi>relgn  intercourse  heretofore  iucurred.*^ 

The  amendment  was  adopted — yeas  VO,  nays 
65. 

Mr.  Wnuuis  now  moved  to  insert  the  pro- 
n30,  but  the  motion  was  jr^eoted— yeas  63, 
nays  100. 

Mr.  DuTTOv  moved  tn  item  of  $1,600  for 
die  aalary  of  ft  student  ot  langoages,  bnt  the 
Mnendment-waa  r^eoted. 
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The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Watnb.  was  then  agreed 
to,  and  the  debate  closed.  The  oommittee 
then  rose,  and  reported  the  amendments  to  tiie 

House. 

Mr.  Vancs  moved  for  a  division  of  the  qnes- 
tiou  on  the  amendment  which  had  been  so  long 
debated  in  committee. 

The  qneation  was  aooordingly  divided,  and 
being  put  on  the  appropriating  clause,  it  passed 
in  the  affinnative. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  atrilsinff  out 
themvvito  <{f  the  Smote, 

Mr.  Mbbobb  fuled  in  an  attempt  to  modify  it. 

And  the  yeas  and  nays,  having  been  demand- 
ed by  Mr.  Vanok,  and  ordered  by  the  House, 
were  taken,  and  stood  as  follows : 

TzAS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  An- 
gel, Archer,  Btrringer,  James  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon, 
Borst,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Cambreleng,  Carsou,  Clai- 
borne, GUy,  Connor,  Crawford,  Grocberon,  Dai^el, 
Davenport,  Deberrj,  Denny,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Earll, 
Findlay,  Ford,  GUmore,  Gordon,  HaU,  Balsej,  Har- 
vey, mynes,  Holland,  Hoffinao,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
William  W.  Irvin,  Thomas  Irwin,  Jarvia,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Cave  Jobnsoa,  Kennon,  Perkins  King, 
Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lent,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lampkm, 
Hagee,  Thomas  Maxwell,  HcCreery,  McCoy,  If cDot 
fie,  Xclntire,  Miller,  Uitcbell,  Muhlenberg,  Fatton, 
Pearce,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Bauford,  Scott,  Wm. 
B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Sheppenl,  Shields,  Smith, 
Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Richard  Spencer,  Ste- 
phens, Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Ttt^ 
vant,  Tucker,  Wayne,  Wilde— 88. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bam- 
well,  Baylor,  Beekman,  Batman,  <5unpbeU,  Cl^ds, 
GhlltOQ,  Coke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowlas,  Craig, 
Crane,  Crockett,  Creigfaton,  Desha,  Dnqwr,  Eager, 
Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Ilnoh, 
Gaither,  Gnriey,  Hawkins,  Hodges,  Hughes,  Hunt, 
Huntington,  Johns,  Lecompte,  Lyou,  Martindate, 
Lewis  Maxwell,  Mercer,  Nuckolls,  UTerton,  Pierson, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Russell,  Stanberry, 
Swift,  Taliaforro,  Test,  Yanoe,  Yarn  am,  Yinton, 
WashloRtOB,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  WUte,  WU- 
liania,  l^ncey— ST. 

So  the  Honae  agreed  with  &e  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  striking  oat  the  proviso  which 
the  Senate  had  inserted,  and  wmch  is  in  the 
words  following : 

"  J'nmded  alva]f$.  That  nothing  In  this  act  era* 
tained  shall  be  coostrued  as  sanetioniog,  or  In  any 
way  approving,  the  appointment  of  these  persons, 
by  the  Presideat  alone,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  and  without  their  advice  and  consent,  as 
comntisrionera  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Otto- 
man Porte." 

WiDHBSDAT,  March  3. 
ThuU  to  J>anuh  Itlaitd*. 
Mr.  Oahbbilbno,  from  the  Oommittee  on 
Oommeroe,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message 
from  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting the  correspondence  between  the  Dan- 
ish Mmister  and  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  con- 
cerning the  oommeroe  between  tiie  United 
States  and  the  island  of  St.  Croix,  made  the 
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followiDg  report ;  wMoh  was  read,  and  lud  on 
the  table : 

"  The  Committee  on  Commerce,  to  which  vu  re- 
ferred the  correepoDdence  between  the  Deniah  Hin- 
later  end  the  Secreterf  of  State,  coBcenung  the 
oominerce  of  the  United  Statu  with  the  iiland  of 
St  Croix,  md^e  the  (bOowiDg  report : 

**  The  Danish  HiniMer  repreaeote  that  the  prod- 
nee  and  menufecturee  of  the  United  States  have 
been  uniformly  admitted  bto  the  island  of  St. 
Croix  without  duty,  or  at  retj  moderate  ratea,  and 
that  the  Teseels  of  otlter  countries  hare  been  ex- 
ofaided.  The  navigaUon  of  Uie  United  States  has 
been  permitted  bj  Denmark  to  ei^oy  the  almost 
entire  monopoly  of  her  colonial  commerce.  WUIe 
that  Government  has  extended  to  us  these  advan- 
tagea,  the  Danish  Hinister  compldns  that  we  have 
augmented  our  duties  upon  the  produce  of  the 
island  of  St.  Croix,  so  much  as  to  render  it  impoad- 
ble  for  the  planter  to  pay  for  his  aapplies ;  and  that 
unless  some  cliange  sboald  be  made,  the  commerce 
of  that  island  must,  <d  necessity,  bo  drirea  into 
■ome  other  channel 

"  The  committee  have  also  before  them  a  memo- 
rial of  American  citizens,  interested  directly  and 
indirectly  in  the  plantations  of  St.  Croix,  sustaining 
the  representation  of  the  Danish  Minister.  To  re- 
tIto  this  branch  of  commerce,  the  Hinliter  pro- 
posed certain  commerdal  arrangeinenta,  wUdi  were 
oeoUned  by  the  Prerident,  aa  they  were  fiMioded 
upon  concessions  of  an  exelurive  character.  At 
the  requestor  the  Minister,  Uia  etnra^oiideneawu 
referred  to  Oei^rresa: 

"  The  ftdlowing  proftmiB  wen  oflbred  by  Den- 
maric: 

1.  ««That,  in  the  intercotine  of  the  Uaod  of  St. 
CrtAx  with  foreign  countries  beyond  the  West  lo- 
^an  seas,  no  foreign  ships  but  those  of  ttu  United 
States  shall  be  admitted  to  an  entry  at  the  cuatom- 
hooses  of  the  island,  nor  suffered  to  export  produce 
thence ;  (the  whole  trade  of  Uie  island  will  thus  be 
reserved  to  the  Danish  and  American  flags.) 

i. "  That  Indian  com  and  Indian  com  meal,  im- 
ported bto  l^e  island  of  St.  On^  from  the  United 
States,  shall  be  subject  to  no  duty  wbaterer;  (this 
uticle  ameunta  to  neariy  twenty  titooMud  pan* 
cbeons  annually  Q  ^d 

a.  "  That  all  other  articles,  withont  any  limitation 
whatever,  shall  be  allowed  to  be  importied  Into  the 
island  of  St.  Orolz  from  the  United  States,  lubject 
to  BBch  dntlea  only  as  by  this  amngenwnt  ■hall  be 
agreed  upon,  and  which  shall  not  exceed  five  per 
ceaL  ad  valorem  en  certain  articles,  conddered  ne- 
cessaries, oc  of  general  use  and  consumption,  as 
flour,  salted  provisions  of  any  kind,  butter,  cheese, 
tallow,  candles,  fish  oil,  oil  of  turpentine,  live  stock, 
and  horses,  staves,  hoops,  headmss,  shingles,  boards 
and  deals  of  all  descriptions,  and  iJl  sorts  of  manu- 
factured goods  of  the  coarser  kind,  whether  made 
from  wood,  metals,  wool,  or  cotton,  and  not  exceed- 
ing ten  per  ceat.  ad  valorem  on  all  other  articles 
coming  more  properly  under  the  denomination  of 
luxuries,  as  furnitures,  carriages,  gigs,  tic. 

"The  coooeSHOns  were,  however,  proposed  only 
upon  condition  that  the  United  States  would  also 
concede  exclusive' advantages  to  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  St.  Cr^,  including  a  providon  that 
the  produce  of  that  island  should  be  admitted  Into 
this  country  at  lower  rates  of  duty  than  might  be 
levied  upon  similar  productions  of  other  countries; 

"  The  friendly  poUey  of  Denmark,  and  the  re- 


[HaWB.  U8L 

cent  manifestation  of  her  justice  towards  this  coon- 
try,  should  recommend  any  proposition  of  hers  t* 
our  most  &vonU>le  eonsideratton.  Bat  with  every 
dispodtion  to  reotfve  theae  propoaaU  In  a  opfait  «C- 
mutnal  Hberality,  the  cunmlttee  dlaooTer  too  many 
and  substantial  objections  to  any  amngement  of 
the  character  proposed.  It  has  always  beMt  oar 
wiae  policy  to  offer  equal  commercial  advantages  to 
all  nations,  and  to  entangle  ourselves  with  no  em- 
barrassing arrangementa  with  any  country ;  grant- 
ing privileges  demed  to  other  countries,  and  estab- 
lishing discriminating  doties  In  fevor  of  the  produo- 
tions  of  particular  nations,  iriiich  are  not  ofliBred  to 
all.  The  committee  deem  it  Impolitic  to  enter  into 
any  exclusive  arrangements,  even  were  they  not 
restrained  from  recommending  any  such  measure, 
by  our  obUgations  to  other  nadons.  Our  dnties  on 
the  prodncUons  of  St.  Croix  are  undoubtedly  too 
high  to  admit  of  a  mutually  profitable  exchaue  in 
our  commerce  with  that  islaad.  We  may,  how- 
ever, indulge  the  hope  that  some  modification  of 
our  imposts  may  follow  the  redemption  of  our  pub* 
ho  debt,  whioh  wUl  be  more  favoraUe  to  the  pro- 
ductions of  an  island  which,  from  its  vicinity  to  onr 
continent,  may  be  almost  considered  a  commercial 
appendage  of  the  United  States.  But  whatever 
measure  we  may  adopt,  should  be  of  a  general 
character,  operating  with  &  J<ut  equaUty  on  oor 
commerce  with  all  nations.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  farther  euidd- 
eraUon  of  the  correspondence." 


TinrBBDi.T,  March  8. 
TAoMb  to  tKeafeaktr. 

Kr.  Ouaas       Ob.  ICoDums  temporarily 

oeeapying  the  ohur)  and  sud,  the  Hooso  of 
Representativee  of  the  twenty-fint  Oaagnm 
had  met  for  the  last  time ;  and  when  we  sepa- 
rate to-day,  said  he,  many  of  na  will  have  i»ited 
to  meet  do  more  forever.  Hy  heart  admraishes 
me  that  thia  is  a  fit  occasion  for  ns  to  offer  np 
all  oar  animosities  npon  the  altar  of  peace, 
kindness,  and  good  will.  In  rising,  sir,  to  per- 
form a  last  act  of  legislattve  dnty  npon  this  oc- 
cauoo,  I  do  it  the  more  willingly,  and  with  the 
more  pleasure,  because,  while  it  to  an  act  of 
JiuUoe,  it  to  an  act  of  fdendship. 

I  adc  leave  to  introdnoe  tiieiollowing  re«dii- 
tion,  which  I  hope  will  be  BnaninMmdy  re- 
ceired  anA  adcqptod: 

Raolwed,  That  the  thanks  of  thia  House  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Honorable  Andrew  Stevenson,  Speak- 
er,  for  the  dignity,  impartiality,  promptitnde,  and 
ability,  withWhicb  bo  baa  discharged  the  datiies  of 
the  chiur  during  the  present  session. 

Sainng  SiH. 

l£r.  Spknoib,  from  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, to  which  was  referred  a  letter  to  the 
Speaker  from  Oonnt  Fontaniellere,  of  Paris,  ac- 
companied with  a  translation  of  a  treatise  by 
Gonnt  Dandalo,  on  the  art  of  cultivating  the 
mtilberry,  by  Count  Yevu,  and  also  olwerva- 
tioDs  by  Oount  Fontaniellere  on  two  different 
varietiee  of  mulberries,  by  leaTe  of  the  Honae 
i^OTted  the  fbUowing  rerautioa :  - 
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Itsactvtdt  Tlut  tbe  Speaker  be  reqneated  to  an- 
swer, In  behalf  of  the  House,  the  tforesaid  letter, 
and  to  express  the  aoknowledgments  of  tbe  House 
for  thii  manifartation  of  the  intetMt  taken  bj  ^ 
Ungidibad  Ibi^giMn  Inthe  vdfrn  and  proaperitj 
<a  Uw  UiM  Staler,  and  tint  the  nid  books  be 
pboed  Ib  tbe  pobUe  Ubniy. 

The  reedntion  was  read  and  agreed  to. 
SigipreuiM  <(fUu  Sime  Trade. 

Mr.  Unon  moved  to  Rospoid  tbe  role,  to 
enable  him  to  robmit  the  following  resolation : 

JUtolMd,  That  tbe  President  of  the  TTnitod  States 
be  requeami  to  renew  and  to  proaeoute  from  time 
to  time  BQcfa  negotiations  with  the  saveral  maritime 
powers  of  Earope  and  America,  as  he  may  deem 
CxpeiSent,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  tbe  African 
Blare  trade,  and  Its  ultimate  denuneialion,  as  ^raey, 
under  tbe  Uw  of  nations,  by  tbe  ooaaent  of  ue  dr- 
ilized  world. 

And  (m  the  qoeatioii  diaU  tiie  rale  be  aiu- 
pended, 

It  paised  In  the  affimiatiTe— Teas  106,  nays 

86. 

The  said  reaolntion  waa  fim  reodved;  and 
after  debate^ 

The  prenoiu  qneetion  waa  moved  by  Ur. 
Pouc ;  and  betng  demanded  t^r  a  minority  of 
the  members  present^  waa  pat,  and  passed  in 
the  aflSrmative. 

Tbe  mun  qaestion  was  then  pnt,  tiz.  :  "  Will 
the  House  agree  to  the  said  resolntios?  " 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Tua. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Angel,  Arnold,  Bai- 
ley, Barber,  Barringer,  Bates,  Beelcaian,  Bockae, 
Borst,  Brodbead,  Borgea,  Butman,  CahooD,  Camp- 
bell, ChUds,  Coodiet,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles, 
Craiig,  Craae,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crocheron, 
CrownioAield,  Darenport,  John  Davis,  Denov,  De 
Vntt,  DiekiBaon^  Draper,  Drayton,  Dw^it,  ^«r, 
EaiU,  EUswwth,  Oeorge  Eraos,  Edward  Eretett, 
Horace  Ererett,  Iludlay,  f^nch,  Fry,  Oilmore,  Gren- 
nelt,  Halaey,  Hammooa,  Harvey,  Hawkins,  Hemp- 
bill,  Uodgea,  Holland,  Hofibian,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Hunt,  EuntingtOD,  Ibrie,  Thomas  Irwin,  Jarris, 
Johns,  K.  H.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kincaid,  Pericina 
Kln^  Adam  Eiog,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Leiper, 
leteber,  Lyon,  Hagee,  Hartindale,  HcCreery,  Xc- 
Duffle,  Mereer,  Miller,  Mitohell,  Hublenberg,  Pearce, 
Pettis,  Bamsey,  Beed,  Bicbardson,  Rose,  Scott,  W. 
B.,8h«pard,  A.  H.  Sbepperd,  Shielda,  Semmes,  SUl, 
Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Bichard  Spencer,  Stan- 
berry,  Sterinre,  William  L.  Storra,  Stroag,  Suther- 
land, Swift,  Ta^feRD,  Taylor,  Teat,  John  Thomson, 
Tracy,  Tucker,  Vance,  Varaum,  Verplanck,  Vinton, 
Waahingtoa,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  C.  F.  White,  Ed- 
ward D.  White,  WillUms,  Wilson,  Young— 118. 

Natb. — Ifessrs.  Alexander,  Barbour,  Barnwell, 
Jaraee  Blair,  Bouldin,  Carson,  Daniel,  W.  B.  Davis, 
Desha,  Dudley,  Foster,  Qaither,  Hall,  Hayues, 
Hinds,  0.  Johnson,  Lamar,  X.ea,  Loyall,  Nuckolls, 
Overton,  Fatton,  Polk,  Potter,  Bencher,  Roane, 
Speight,  Wiuj  Thompson,  TiesTaiUf  WIckHflb, 
ITdde,  Tancey— 82. 

So  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  I>wi«a!i^ 


[H.  OF  B. 

Retolved,  That  a  committed  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  to  be  joined  by  such  committee 
as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  Btatee.  and  to  notify  blm 
that,  nnlesa  be  ni»  hare  further  communications 
to  make,  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  having  oom- 
pteted  tlta  bnsineBs  before  them,  are  ready  to  dose 
the  present  sesdon  by  an  a^onmment. 

lb.  DwioBT  and  Hr.  Roahb  were  appMnted 
of  the  said  committee  on  t^e  part  of  tUa  House. 
Boon  ^ter, 

Ur.  DwiQHT,  from  the  said  joint  committee^ 
reported  that  the  committee  had,  aocor^g  to 
order,  waited  on  the  President,  and  made  tbe 
commnnication  to  him ;  and  that  the  President 
answered  that  be  had  no  further  communica- 
tions to  make  to  either  Honse  of  Congress. 

It  was  then 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  tbe  Senate 
to  notify  that  body  that  this  Honse,  having  com- 
pleted the  buriness  before  it,  is  now  ready  to  close 
the  present  sesaon  by  an  ac|joumment,  and  that 
tbe  Clerk  do  go  with  said  message. 

The  Clerk  having  delivered  said  message,  and 
being  retomed,  a  message  was  received  from 
the  Senate  by  Mr.  Lowrie^  their  Secretary,  noti- 
fying tJie  House  that  the  Senate,  havim  com- 
pleted the  legislative  bn^ess  bwre  it,  b  now 
ready  to  dose  the  present  seanfm  of  ChmgresB 
hj  an  adjonmment. 

Thereopon, 

The  Speaker  rose  from  his  chair,  and  addressed 
the  House  as  follows : 

GsiiTLimir :  I  receive  with  sentiments  of  jho- 
found  respect  and  gratefbt  feeling  the  renewed  ex- 
presnoo  of  year  ^iprobation  and  confidence  in  my 
administration  of  the  arduous  duties  of  this  high 
office.  The  character  and  power  of  this  Honse ; 
the  rank  which  it  holds  in  the  eyes  of  the  worid; 
the  dew  and  abiding  confidence  of  the  nation  in 
the  IntuHgence,  virtue,  and  patriotism  of  Its  repre- 
sentatives,  must  ever  render  the  approbation  or  cen- 
sure (A  this  House  a  matter  of  no  ordinary  impor- 
tance to  those  who  fill  high  places  of  pnblio  trust 
and  confidence.  This  station,  justiy  esteemed 
among  the  first  in  distinction  and  honor,  has  always 
been  regarded  not  only  as  one  of  elevated  chano- 
ter,  bnt  of  severe  responsibility  and  labor,  and  of 
extreme  delicacy.  In  discharging  its  arduous  and 
mnlti&rious  duties,  no  man  can  nope  to  free  him- 
self from  error,  or  to  give  unqualified  or  universal 
satisfaction.  In  times,  even,  of  profound  tranquil> 
lity  and  repose,  to  please  every  one  cannot,  and 
ought  not,  to  be  expected.  Atnld  tbe  storms  of 
political  and  party  excitements,  it  would  be  Idle 
and  vain  to  expect  tt.  My  pa^  here  for  tbe  last 
four  years  baa  not  been  strewed  with  roses.  I 
have  bad,  as  you  well  know,  my  fiUI  share  of  respon- 
sibility, embarrassmeut,  and  toil.  I  can  say,  how- 
ever, with  truth,  that  I  have  endeavored  to  meet 
yoor  expectations  by  a  zealous  devotion  of  my  time, 
and  even  my  health,  to  your  service,  and  by  a 
iaitbful  and  independent  discharge  of  my  public 
duty.  This,  gentiemen,  was  all  that  I  promised 
when  I  received  this  high  appointment  at  your 
hands ;  and  in  laying  it  down  I  feel  a  prond  con* 
smouneas  that  I  have  redeemed  my  pledge;  and  if 
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tbe  trust  hu  not  been  ably,  it  has,  at  least,  been 
honestlj  disoharged.  Daring  the  entire  period  of 
my  aerrlce,  and  under  aU  the  agHadons  of  tbe 
times,  it  ha*  been  mj  peeoBar  good  fbrtnne  and 
pleasnre  to  recelre,  in  an  almost  nneiampled  man- 
ner, tbe  kindoesa  and  support  of  the  memben  of 
tbif  House ;  and  in  proof  of  it  I  ma;  be  permitted 
to  remark,  I  hope  without  vanitj,  that  in  all  the 
numerous  and  important  deeisioua  which  I  hare 
been  called  upon  to  pro&oonee  firom  this  chair,  bat 
one  has  ever  been  MTmed  1^  the  Judgment  the 
House,  and  that  under  elTeunstaiMea  which  ean 
cause  me  no  regret.  Can  I,  then,  feel  otherwise 
than  gratified  and  flattered,  cheered  and  consoled, 
hj  dUa  renewed  and  dlsdngoiahed  eridenoe  of  tow 


confidence  and  farorT  I  receive  it,  gentlemen,  in 
the  tfMt  in  which  It  has  been  ofl^iwl ;  I  cheridi 
it  In  mj  heart.  It  is  the  highest  and  the  only 
ward  th«t  I  dther  BOB|^t  or  expected ;  and  I  Aa& 
cherish  H  thnnigb  Ufe  wHb  ft^n^t  of  the  deepest 
respect,  and  the  most  aJfeotionate  gratitade.  God 
grant  that  you  may  long  live  to  serve  and  ben^ 
your  country,  and  enjoy  its  undimli^faed  confi- 
dence; and,  io  bidding  you  an  affectionate,  and, 
perhapa,  last  &rewell,  accept,  I  pray  you,  my  cor- 
and  best  wishes  fbr  yoor  indiTMnal  health, 
IwoBperity,  and  bMpfjatm. 

He  then  dedared  tiie  Honw  to  be  a^jonrael 
nMdie. 
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TWENTY-SECOND  C0N6RESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 


BEGUN  AT  THE  GITT  OF  WASHINGTON,  DEOEMBBB  6,  1881. 


PBOOEEDINGS  m  THE  SENATE.* 


IbnrDAT,  Deoonber  5, 1881. 

Ur.  SuiTB,  ci  MaiyUmd,  PfHidait  pro  Urn. 
of  the  Senate^  in  the  absenoe  ofibo  Yloe  Preri- 
dmt,  took  the  ohair  at  tvelve  o'clock ;  and,  on 
oaDbig  the  Hoose  to  order,  it  appeared  that 
Qdrtf 'four  members  were  present 

Ur.  Dddlit,  of  New  York,  stated  that,  hj 
some  onUanon  or  Inadvertenoe,  the  credentials 
of  his  colleague,  the  honorable  'Vu.  ICabot, 
bad  not  been  forwarded.  He  conld,  however, 
testify  that  ICr.  Mabot  was  dnly  elected  Sena- 
tor for  that  State ;  and  as  similar  instances  of 
such  onUsuon  were  on  record,  he  hoped  the 
present  woold  not  operate  as  an  obataefe  to  his 
admidrion,  and  moTod  that  Mr.  Maxot  be  per- 
mitted to  take' his  seat;  which  motkn  was 
agreed  to^  nam.  aMk 

Mr.  Bkll,  of  New  Ham^ire,  raored  I2iat 
the  honorable  Josiah  S.  Johnstoit,  Senator 
elect  for  the  State  of  Loaifdana,  be  permitted 
to  take  his  seat  The  credentials  of  Mz.  J.  had 
not,  Ur.  B.  stated,  j«t  arrived,  bat  his  election 
was  a  matter  of  snoh  public  notorietj,  as  to 
induce  him  to  hope  that  the  Senate  woald  not 
hesitate  to  admit  him.  In  which  motion,  after 
a  brief  snggestion  from  Kr.  Hatnb,  on  Uie 
propriety  of  having  these  credentials  filed,  the 
Senate  oononrred. 

The  nsoal  mesaage  was  l^ea  sent  to  tiie 
Honae  oi  BnweaantatiTea,  notifyiog  that «  qno- 
mm  of  the  Senate  bad  assembled. 


•  LIST  or  intiraititH  or  THS  BENATK 

JKMaA— John  Holm**,  Telef  Bpngoa. 
JTmd  ffampMr4^~6miuil  B«ll,  Imm  HOL 
jroMooAKMUK— Dmi1«1  Webitor,  Nathudel  BOabM 
Vkod4  AloMt— N.  K.  Knlg&t,  Aalut  UotMaM. 
Cenmtetiomt  g— aal  A.  Foot,  Gldaon  l^mJlHOD. 
Vtrmnnt—BonOo  Btjmom,  Sunnal  FzenUH. 
Aw  Tarib^-ObaOm  X.  Dadl^,  WSOam  Hmf. 
Mm»  tbTMiK— 11  DteksraoB,  TiModm  Fidtn^nirHi. 
JumiylBaiito,  Q«o.  If.  Dallai,  Wm.  Wllklua. 
iMoMm— jr.  M.  CUyton,  Anold  Nudain. 
JfiwyiMMt-K.  T.  CUumban^  Samnd  Smith,  v 


Ux.  TSjsn  and  Mr.  Foot  wure  appointed  s 
committee  to  jtnn  the  committee  of  va»  Hooae 
of  BOT>resentatives  to  inform  the  Prer^dent 
the  United  States  that  the  two  Houses  had 
organised,  and  wm«  read/  to  proceed  to  bnri- 
nese. 

Hie  Senate  then  a^onmed  to  twdve  o'clock 
to-morrow. 

ToxsDAT,  December  6. 

Mr.  Knro,  from  thejoint  committee  appoint- 
ed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  IJnited 
States,  reported  that  they  had  performed  the 
doty  eqjolned  thna,  and  had  reo^ved  an  inti- 
matlon  that  the  Fteddent  would,  at  twelve 
o*olock  this  daj,  make  a  written^  commnnioa- 
tion  to  both  Honses  of  Oongress. 

The  oommnmoation  promised  bj  the  Presi- 
dent was  received  by  the  bands  of  Mr.  DointL- 
floir,  his  private  Seoretarj ;  which  was  read  as 
follows: 

FAlm»-<Aiiten»  of  tJu  S«naU 

md  Bomm  of  JUtpnmUoHvn: 
The  representation  of  the  people  has  been  re> 
newed  for  the  twentv-mcoDd  time  since  the  consti- 
tution they  formed  has  been  in  force.  For  near 
half  a  century  the  Chief  Magistrates  who  hare  been 
sncoesdvely  chosen,  hare  made  their  annual  com' 
muni  cations  of  the  suta  of  the  nation  to  its  repre- 
suitativei.   Generally,  these  cwununicaUons  luve 


ThvMa^UtOtibM  V.  Tnamll,  Jobs  TjIm. 
l/orlh  OwvUfwi.— B.  Brown,  W.  P.  "n'ffii. 
Anttt  Oan>Una.—tL  T.  HaTue,  B.  D.  MUtor. 

OeoTge  M.  Troup,  John  Foi«7tlt. 
XMittMity.— OeoTKe  M.  Bibb,  Heair  (Saj. 
TtaMMMa.— FoUx  Grandf,  Hn^  L.  WUta. 
OUo^BaqJamln  Bng^w,  TbomM  Ewlng. 
lawUiama.  J.  S.  JohacUw,  Oao.  A.  Wa«nuaL 
JjuHflM^Winian  Hudrioks,  Bobart  Hama. 
JKaKMfppi— FowbatUn  BlUt,  Qto.  Foiadntw. 
iUfaola— EUu  K.  Kana,  Joha  H.  BoUnxm. 
^Ia£am&— WUllun  B.  Kloft  Oabrlsl  Uoof, 
JKMMtrl-l^oBH  H.  BMiton,  Alax.  Badkaai: 
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been  of  the  moat  mxitjiag  nature,  testifying  an 
adnnoa  in  all  the  miproTementa  of  social,  and  all 
the  securities  of  political  Qfe.  But  fVequently  and 
jnstlT  as  you  bare  been  called  on  to  be  erateful 
for  the  bounties  of  ProvideDce,  at  few  periods  have 
they  been  more  abundantly  or  extenavely  bestow- 
ed than  at  the  present — rarely,  if  ever,  have  we 
had  greater  reason  to  eongratulato  eaoh  other  on 
tiie  continued  and  inereaaug  proiperity  of  our  be* 
loved  country. 

Agriculture,  the  first  and  most  important  occu- 
pation of  man,  has  compensated  the  labor*  of  the 
husbandman  with  plentiful  crops  of  all  the  varied 

Eroducta  of  oar  extensive  couutry.  Uanufacturea 
are  been  established,  in  which  the  funds  of  the 
cajdtalist  find  a  profitable  investment,  and  which 
g^ve  emfdoyment  and  subsistence  to  a  numerous 
and  Inerearinff  body  of  industrious  and  dexterous 
mechanics.  7fae  laborer  is  rewarded  by  high 
wi^ee,  in  the  construction  of  worits  of  internal 
improvement,  which  are  extending  with  uupreoe- 
dented  rapidity.  Science  is  steadily  penetrating 
the  recesses  of  nature,  and  ^sclouug  her  secrets, 
while  the  ingenuity  of  free  minds  is  sulgectlng  the 
elements  to  the  power  of  man,  and  making  each 
Dew  conquest  aimliary  to  his  comfort.  By  oor 
mails,  whose  speed  to  regulariy  increased,  and 
whose  routes  are  every  year  extended,  the  commu- 
nication of  public  intelligeoce  and  private  buunesa 
is  rendered  frequent  and  safe — the  intercourse  be- 
tween distant  cities,  which  it  formeriy  required 
weeks  to  aceompUah,  U  new  «Bboted  in  a  few  days 
— and.  In  the  consunetton  of  railroads,  and  the 
appBoatioo  of  steam  power,  we  have  a  reasonable 
project  that  the  extreme  parts  of  oor  country  will 
be  80  much  approximated,  and  those  most  isolated 
by  the  obstacles  of  nature  rendered  so  accessible, 
as  to  remove  an  apprehendon,  sometimes  enter* 
tained,  that  the  great  extent  the  Union  would 
endauer  its  permanent  exiatenoe. 

If,  from  the  Batisfiwtory  view  of  our  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  internal  improvements,  we  turn 
to  the  state  of  our  navigation  and  trade  with  for- 
eign nations,  and  between  the  States,  we  shall 
scarcely  find  less  cause  for  gratulation.  A  benefi- 
cent fVovidence  has  proviaed,  for  thdr  exercise 
and  encouragement,  an  extensive  coast  indented 
by  capacious  bays,  noble  rivers,  inland  seas,  with 
a  country  productive  of  every  material  for  ship- 
baildiog,  and  every  commodity  for  gainful  com- 
merce, and  filled  with  a  population  active,  intelli- 
gent, well  informed,  and  fearless  of  danger.  Tbtae 
advantages  are  not  neglected ;  and  an  impulse  has 
lately  been  ^ven  to  commercial  enterprise,  which 
fills  our  shipyards  with  new  constructions,  enoour- 
afes  all  the  arts  and  branches  of  industry  connect- 
ed  with  them,  crowds  the  wharrea  of  our  cities 
with  vessels,  and  eovera  the  most  distant  Has  with 
our  canvas. 

Let  us  be  grateful  for  these  blesnngs  to  the  be- 
neficent Being  who  has  conferred  them,  and  who 
BolTers  ui  to  indulge  a  reasonable  hope  of  their 
continuance  and  extenrion,  while  we  neglect  not 
the  means  by  which  they  may  be  preserved.  If 
we  may  dare  to  judge  of  His  future  designs  by  the 
manner  in  which  His  past  favors  have  been  be- 
stowed. He  has  made  oar  national  prosperity  to 
depend  on  the  preservation  of  our  liberties— our 
umonal  force  on  our  Federal  ITnlon^-and  our  in^ 
vldnal  bwi^ness  on  the  midntenance  of  oor  State 
rights  and  wise  institutions.  If  we  are  pco^teroQS 
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at  home,  and  respected  abroad,  it  is  because  we 
are  fiee,  united,  mdostrious,  and  obedient  to  the 
laws.  While  wfl  continue  so,  we  shall,  by  the 
blessing  of  Heaven,  go  on  in  the  happy  career  we 
have  begun,  and  which  has  brought  u^  in  the 
short  period  of  our  political  existence,  from  a  popu- 
lation of  three  to  thirteen  millions — from  thirteen 
separate  colonic  to  twenty-four  United  States — 
firum  weakoeaa  to  atrenRth — firom  a  rank  acBreely 
marked  in  the  scale  oToationa  to  a  high  {dace  in 
their  respect. 

This  last  advantage  is  one  that  has  resulted,  in 
a  ^at  decree,  from  the  principles  which  have 
gmded  our  intercourse  with  Foreign  Powers  since 
we  have  assumed  an  equal  sution  among  tbem; 
and  hence  the  annual  account  wluch  the  Executive 
renders  to  the  country,  of  the  manner  in  which 
that  branch  of  his  duties  has  been  fulfilled,  proves 
instructive  and  salutary. 

The  pacific  and  wise  policy  of  our  Government 
kept  us  in  a  state  of  neutrdity  during  the  wars 
that  have,  at  different  periods  since  our  political 
existence,  been  carried  on  b^  other  powers;  but 
this  policy,  while  it  gave  activity  and  extent  to  our 
commeroe,  exposed  It  in  the  same  mywrtion  to 
injuiies  ftom  the  belligerent  nations.  Hence  have 
arisen  claim's  of  Indemnity  for  those  injuries. 
England,  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, Naples,  and  Utely  Portugal,  had  all,  in  a 
^eater  or  less  degree,  Infringed  our  neutral  rights. 
Demands  for  reparation  were  made  upon  alL  They 
have  had  in  all,  and  continue  to  nave  in  aonu 
cases,  a  leading  infiuence  on  the  nature  <^  our  rela- 
tione with  the  powers  on  whom  they  were  made. 

Of  the  claims  upon  England  it  is  nnnecesnn  to 
speak,  iVirther'than  to  say  that  the  sUte  of  things 
to  which  their  prosecution  and  denial  gave  rise,  has 
been  auooeeded  by  arrangements,  [HwlacUve  of 
mutual  good  feeling  and  amicable  relations  between 
the  two  couu tries,  wUcb  it  is  h(^>ed  will  not  be 
interrupted.  One  of  these  arrangements  is  that 
relating  to  the  colonial  trade,  wUcfa  was  communi- 
cated to  Congress  at  the  lost  ses^on ;  and,  altbou^ 
the  short  period  during  which  it  has  been  in  force 
will  not  enable  me  to  form  an  aocurate  judgment 
of  its  operation,  Uiere  is  every  reaitm  to  Mlieve 
that  it  will  prove  highly  beoefidaL  The  trade 
Uiereby  authorized  has  employed,  to  the  SOth  Sep- 
tember hut,  upwards  of  80,000  tons  of  American, 
and  lff,000  tons  of  foreign  Bbip[ung  in  the  outward 
voyages ;  and,  in  the  inward,  neariy  an  equal 
amount  of  American,  and  20,000  only  of  forugn 
tonnage.  AdvantagM^  too,  have  resulted  to  oar 
agricultural  interests  from  the  state  of  the  trade 
between  Canada  and  our  tarritoriaa  and  States 
bordering » the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  lakei,  which 
may  prove  more  than  equivalent  to  the  loos  sus- 
tained by  the  discrimination  made  to  favor  the 
trade  of  the  Northern  colonies  with  the  Wert 
In^es. 

AAer  our  transition  f^m  the  atate  of  colonies  to 
that  of  an  independent  nation,  many  points  were 
found  necessary  to  be  settled  between  us  uid  Great 
Britain.  Among  tbem  was  the  demarcaUon  of 
boundaries,  not  described  with  sufficient  precision 
in  the  treaty  of  peace.  Some  of  the  lines  that 
divide  the  States  and  territories  of  the  United 
States  from  the  British  provinces,  have  been  defini- 
tive fixed.  That,  however,  which  sepantes  os 
firom  the  proTinoet  of  <^nada  and  New  Bnuuwiek 
to  the  North  and  the  East,  was  BtOl  in  dispute 
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*ben  I  came  into  office.  Bat  I  found  arrangementa 
made  for  its  eettlement,  over  which  I  had  no  control. 
The  commissioners  who  had  been  appointed  under 
the  providoDfl  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  tuviog  been 
unable  to  agree,  a  conTention  waa  made  with  Great 
Britain  by  my  immediate  predeoetsor  in  offioe,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  by  which  it 
was  agreed  "that  the  points  of  difTerence  which 
hare  arisen  In  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  American  and  British  dominions,  as 
described  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
shall  be  referred,  as  therein  provided,  to  some 
friendly  soverelBi  or  State,  who  shall  be  Invited  to 
mvestQ^te,  MUlmalte  a  decision  npon  mcb  points 
of  difference and  the  King  of  the  Netherlands 
haviog,  by  the  late  President  and  hla  Britannic 
Majesty,  been  designated  as  anch  friendly  sovereign, 
it  became  my  duty  to  carry,  with  good  faith,  the 
agreement,  so  made,  into  fhU  effect.  To  this  end  I 
caused  all  the  measures  to  be  taken  which  were 
Decenary  to  a  full  expodUon  of  onr  case  to  the 
sorereign  arbiter;  and  nominated  as  Minister  plend- 
potentiary  to  his  court,  a  distinguished  citizen  of 
the  State  moat  interested  in  the  qneation,  and  who 
had  been  one  of  the  agents  previously  employed 
for  settlkig  the  controveray.  On  the  lOtb  day  of 
JanuuT  lut,  hit  Ua^etly  the  Kins  of  the  Nethei^ 
lands,  defivered  to  the  plenhioteDtianes  of  the  Uidted 
States,  ud  of  Great  Britain,  hla  written  opinion  on 
the  case  referred  to  him.  The  papers  In  relation  to 
the  subject  will  be  commnnlcated,  by  a  special  mes- 
sage, to  the  proper  branch  of  the  Government,  with 
the  perfect  confidence  that  Its  wisdom  will  adopt  such 
mewnrea  as  wiU  Becttre  an  amicable  settiement  of 
the  controversy,  without  inlringine  any  constitu- 
tional risfat  of  the  States  ImmeduteTy  interested. 

It  affords  me  satisfccUon  to  Inform  you  that 
su»estIons,  made  by  my  direction  to  the  charge 
d'a&ires  of  his  Britannic  Majeaty  to  this  Oovem- 
ment,  have  had  their  derired  effect  in  prodncing 
the  release  of  certain  American  citizens  who  were 
imprisoned' fbr  setting  np  the  authority  of  the  State 
of  Uitine  at  a  place  in  the  disputed  territory  under 
the  actual  jurisdiction  of  his  Britannic  Miyesty. 
From  this,  and  the  assurances  I  have  received  of 
the  desire  of  the  local  authorities  to  avoid  any 
cause  of  coUirion,  I  have  the  beat  hopes  that  a 

C]  anderatanding  wiU  be  Icept  up  until  it  is  con- 
ed by  the  final  diapoaitlon  of  the  subject. 
The  wdoable  relations  which  now  sululst  between 
the  IToited  States  and  Great  Britain,  the  Increasing 
intercourse  between  their  citizens,  and  the  rapid 
obliteration  of  unfriendly  pr^ni^ces  to  which 
former  events  naturally  gave  rise,  concurred  to 
present  this  as  a  fit  period  for  renewing  our 
endeavors  to  provide  against  tlie  recurrence  of 
causes  of  irritation,  irfueh,  in  tbe  event  of  war 
between  Great  Britun  and  any  other  power,  would 
inevitably  endanger  our  peace.  Animated  by  the 
sincerest  dedre  to  avoid  such  a  state  of  thin^,  and 
pcacelVilly  to  secure,  under  all  ptusible  circum- 
stances, the  rights  and  honor  of  the  country,  I' 
hare  given  such  instructions  to  the  Minister  lately 
sent  to  the  court  of  London,  as  will  evince  that 
desire ;  and.  If  met  by  a  correspondent  disposition, 
which  we  cannot  doubt,  will  put  an  end  to  causes 
of  colllrion,  which,  without  advantage  to  either, 
tend  to  estrange  from  each  other  two  nations  who 
have  every  motive  to  preserve,  not  only  peace,  but 
an  iotercourae  of  the  most  amicable  nature. 
In  my  Mewage  at  tiw  opening  of  tlw  last  tesrion 


of  Congress,  I  expressed  a  confident  hope  that  the 
justice  of  our  claims  upon  France,  urged  as  they 
were  with  perseverance  and  ngnal  ability  by  our 
Minister  there,  would  finally  be  acknowledged.  Tliis 
hope  has  been  realized.  A  treaty  has  Ijeen  signed, 
which  iriD  Immeaately  be  laid  before  tbe  Senate 
for  its  approbation;  and  which,  cwtidning  stipula- 
tions that  require  lerislative  acts,  must  nave  tiie 
concurrence  of  both  Houses  before  it  can  be  carried 
into  effect.  By  it,  the  French  Oovemment  engage 
to  pay  a  sum  Thich,  if  not  qiUte  equal  to  that  which 
may  be  found  due  to  our  citizens,  wiU  yet,  it  is 
bellered,  under  all  droamstanoea  be  deemed  satls- 
Ihctory  by  those  interested.  The  oSbr  of  a  gross 
sum,  instead  of  the  satisfaction  of  each  indi^dual 
claim,  was  accepted,  because  the  only  alternatives 
were  a  rigorous  exaction  of  the  whole  amouut 
stated  to  be  due  on  each  claim,  which  might,  In 
some  inatances,  be  exaggerated  by  dedgn,  in  otliers 
overrated  throngli  error,  and  wbtcb,  therefore,  it 
would  have  been  both  ongraeiont  tad  u^fnst  to 
have  insisted  on,  or  a  settiement  by  a  mixed  com- 
ndsrion,  to  which  tbe  French  negotiators  were  very 
averse,  and  which  experience  in  other  cases  had 
shown  to  be  dilatory,  and  often  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  end.  A  comparatively  small  sum  Is  stipn- 
lated  on  oar  part,  to  go  to  tbe  eztiaotiOD  of  all 
claims  by  French  dtizens  an  onr  Government ;  and 
a  rednetioD  of  duties  on  onr  cotton  and  their  wines 
has  been  agreed  oo,  as  a  consideration  for  tiie  renun- 
ciation of  an  Important  claim  for  oommeroial  privi- 
leges, under  tbe  construction  they  gave  to  the 
treaty  fbr  the  cea^on  of  Louidana. 

Should  tUs  treaty  receive  tbe  proper  lanotion,  a 
source  of  irritation  wiU  b«  stopped,  that  has,  for 
so  many  years,  in  some  degree  ^enated  from 
each  other  two  nations  who,  from  interest  as  well 
as  the  remembrance  of  eariy  aaaociatiwia,  ought  to 
cherish  the  most  friendly  relations — an  encourage- 
ment will  be  given  fbr  penevenmoe  in  tbe  demands 
of- justice,  by  this  new  proo^  tliat,  if  steady  pur- 
sued, tbey  wDl  be  listened  to-<-«nd  admonition  will 
be  offereiVto  those  powers,  if  any,  which  may  be 
inclined  to  evade  them,  that  they  wiQ  never  be 
aliandoned.  Above  all,  a  just  confidence  will  be 
Inspired  in  our  feUow-citizens,  that  tfaeir  Govern- 
ment will  exert  all  the  powers  withwliich  they  have 
invested  it,  in  support  iff  their  just  claims  npon 
foreign  nations ;  at  the  same  time  that  tbe  franlc 
aolinowledgment  and  provision  for  the  payment  of 
those  which  were  addressed  to  our  equity,  altliougb 
unsupported  by  legal  proof,  afford  a  prncticai  illus- 
tration of  our  submission  to  the  divine  rule  of  doing 
to  others  what  we  desire  tbey  should  do  unto  us. 

Sweden  and  Denmark  having  made  compensation 
Sor  tbe  irregulariUes  committed  by  thdr  vessels, 
or  in  their  pOTts,  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  tbe 
parties  o<»ieenied,  and  having  renewed  the  treaties 
of  commerce  entered  into  with  them,  onr  political 
and  commercial  relations  with  those  powers  oon- 
tinue  to  be  on  the  most  friendly  footing. 

With  Spain,  oar  differences  np  to  tlu  S2d  of 
February,  1819,  were  settled  by  the  treaty  of 
Washington  of  that  date;  bat,  at  a  aubsequent 
period,  our  commerce  with  the  States  formerly  col- 
onies of  Spain,  on  tbe  continent  of  America,  waa 
annoyed  and  frequently  interrupted  by  her  public 
and  private  armed  ships.  They  captured  many  of 
our  veasehi  prosecuting  a  lawful  commerce,  and  sold 
them  and  thek  cai^^ ;  and  at  one  time,  to  onr 
demands  for  mtoration  and  indemni^,  ofgiooed 
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the  auction,  that  they  were  taken  Id  the  viola- 
tion of  ft  blockade  of  afi  the  porta  of  thoM  Statea. 
TUfl  blockade  was  dedaratoiV  only,  and  Uie  hiad- 
eqoacT  of  the  force  to  maintain  it  was  ao  manlfeat, 
ttiat  uiia  allegation  waa  varied  to  a  charge  of  trade 
in  contraband  of  war.  This,  in  ita  turo,  was  also 
found  aatenable;  and  the  kimMer  whom  I  seat 
with  initmctioiu  to  presa  for  the  reparation  that 
vaa  dne  to  ow  i^Jored  follow<Gitiiens,  has  trans- 
mitted an  answer  to  his  demand,  byiriilob  the  cap- 
tures are  declared  to  have  been  legal,  and  are  jus- 
tified because  the  independence  of  the  States  of 
America  never  having  been  acknowledged  bj  Spain, 
she  had  a  right  to  prohibit  trade  with  them  under 
her  old  colonial  laws.  This  ground  of  defence  was 
ewitradictory,  not  onlj  to  those  which  had  been 
fbrtnerlj  alleged,  but  to  the  uniform  praotioe  and 
establlabed  laws  of  nations;  and  had  been  aban- 
doned bv  Spain  herself  in  the  convention  which 
granted  indemnity  to  British  siiltjecta  for  captures 
made  at  the  same  time,  under  the  same  circom- 
stances,  and  for  the  same  aUegatioas  with  those  of 
wUdi  we  complain. 

I  however  indolge  the  hope  that  fiurtber  reflee- 
tion  will  lead  to  other  viewa,  and  foel  eoid^dent 
that  when  bis  CatboUc  U^eaty  shall  be  eonvhioed 
of  the  justice  of  the  claim,  his  desire  to  preserve 
friendly  relations  between  the  two  coaatrles,  which 
it  ia  my  earnest  endeavor  to  maintain,  will  Induce 
him  to  accede  to  onr  demand.  I  have  therefore 
despatched  a  special  messenger  with  Instructions  to 
onr  Xhilater  to  bring  the  case  ones  more  to  his 
consideration ;  to  the  end  that  if,  wUch  I  cannot 
bring  myself  to  believe,  the  same  dedsion,  that 
cannot  but  be  deemed  an  unfriendly  denial  of  jus- 
tice, should  be  persisted  in,  the  matter  may,  before 
your  a<^ournment,  be  laid  before  you,  the  constitu- 
tional Judges  of  what  is  pn^r  to  be  done  when 
nWjrti^ion  for  redcev  of  iajnrj  bSk. 

The  coudndon  of  a  (v^T  indemnity  with 
Aanoe  jeemed  to  present  a  nvorabU  opportunity 
to  renew  onr  claims  of  a  nmilar  nature  on  other 

S)wers,  and  particularly  in  the  case  of  those  upon 
aides,  more  eapedally  as,  in  the  course  of  former 
actuations  with  that  power,  our  failure  to  induce 
Fimnca  to  render  xa  juatica  was  tised  as  an  argu- 
ment against  as.  The  desires  of  the  merchants 
who  were  the  principal  sufferers,  have  therefore 
been  acceded  to,  and  a  mission  hss  been  instated 
for  the  special  purpose  of  obtaining  for  them  a 
reparation  already  too  long  delayed.  This  measure 
having  been  resolved  on,  it  was  put  in  execution 
without  watting  for  th«  nteetlng  of  Congress,  he* 
eaose  the  state  of  Europe  created  an  appreheoaiOD 
of  events  that  mi^  have  rendered  our  appticatitm 
Ineflfeetual. 

Our  demands  upon  the  Government  of  the  Two 
Sicilies  are  of  a  peculiar  nature.  The  iiyaries  on 
which  the;  are  f<Huided  are  not  dmied,  nor  are  the 
atrodty  and  perfidy  under  which  those  Injuries  were 
perpetrated  attempted  to  be  extenoated.  The  toit 
ground  on  which  indemnity  has  been  revised,  is  the 
uleged  illegality  of  the  tenure  by  which  the  mon- 
arch  who  Bude  the  seizures  held  his  crown.  This 
defence,  always  unfounded  in  any  principle  of  the 
law  of  nations — now  universally  abandoned,  even 
by  those  powers  upon  whom  the  responsibility  for 
acts  of  past  rulers  bore  the  most  heavily,  will  un- 
questioniUily  be  given  up  by  Us  Sidllan  Miyeety, 
whose  counsels  wiU  receive  an  impulse  from  that 
bi|^  SBDSB  of  honor  and  regard  to  jnitfaw  which  are 


said  to  chaneteriie  him ;  and  I  fed  the  fuQeat  oon- 
fldenoo  tiiat  the  talenu  id  the  dtiien  eosHus* 
lioned  tor  that  purpose  will  plaoe  before  him  the 
just  claims  of  our  iiqnred  cntlsena  in  such  a  Qg^t  as 
will  enable  me,  before  your  sdjonmment,  to  ao- 
nonnce  that  they  have  been  adtosted  and  secured. 
Precise  instrucUo&s,  to  the  effect  of  bringing  the 
negotiation  to  a  speedy  issue,  have  been  given, 
and  wUl  be  obeyed 

In  the  lata  bloofcade  of  Tweeira,  aone  <tf  the 
Portuguese  fleet  captured  several  of  our  veaael^ 
and  committed  other  excesses,  for  which  reparatioa 
was  demanded ;  and  I  waa  on  the  point  deqwteb- 
ing  an  armed  force,  to  prevent  any  recurrence  oS  a 
similar  violence,  and  protect  our  oitiaens  in  the 
prosecution  of  uuAr  lawful  commerce,  when  ottdal 
assurances,  on  whSeh  I  rdled,  made  the  sailing  of 
the  ships  unnecessary.  Since  that  period,  frequent 
promises  have  been  made  that  ftill  indemnity  shall 
be  given  for  the  [qfuries  inSicled  and  the  losses 
sustained.  In  the  performanee,  there  has  been 
some,  perhaps  unavoidable,  delay ;  but  I  have  the 
fullest  eonfidence  that  my  earnest  detire  that  this 
business  may  at  wee  be  closed,  which  our  Minister 
haa'  been  liutrueted  strongly  to  express,  wUI  very 
soon  be  gratified.  I  have  the  better  ground  for 
this  hope,  from  the  evidence  of  a  fiieodly  diqioai-- 
tion  which  that  Government  has  shown  by  an  actu- 
al reduction  in  the  duty  on  rice,  the  produce  of  our 
Southern  States,  authorizing  the  anticipation  that 
this  important  article  of  our  export  will  soon  be 
admitted  on  the  same  footing  with  that  produced 
by  the  most  fkvored  nation. 

With  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  we  have  for- 
tunately had  no  cause  of  discuswoos  for  the  redress 
of  ityuries.  With  the  Empire  of  the  Rusaias,  our 
political  connection  is  of  the  most  frieodlr,  and  our 
commercial  of  the  most  libend  kind.  We  eqjoy 
the  advantages  of  navigation  andtrade,^ventotho 
most  &vored  nation ;  but  It  has  not  yet  suited  thdr 
policy,  or  perhaps  baa  not  been  found  convenient 
from  other  consideraUons,  to  give  sti^ility  and 
reciprocity  to  those  privileges,  by  a  commercial 
treaty.  The  ill  health  of  the  Uiniater  last  year 
charged  with  making  a  proposition  for  that  ar- 
rangement, did  not  penult  htm  to  remain  at  St. 
Peterd>urg;  and  the  attention  of  tiut  Oovem* 
mcnt,  durug  the  whole  of  the  period  since  bis 
departure,  having  been  occupied  by  the  war  in 
which  it  was  engaged,  we  have  been  assured  that 
nothing  could  have  been  effected  by  his  presence. 
A  Uitiister  will  soon  be  nominated,  as  well  to  effect 
this  important  otgeot,  as  to  keep  up  the  relations  of 
amity  and  good  understanding  of  which  we  have 
received  so  many  assurances  and  proo&  from  his 
Imperial  Majesty,  and  the  Emperor  his  predecessor. 

The  treaty  with  Austria  is  opening  to  us  ao  im- 
portant trade  with  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the 
Emperor,  the  value  of  wliicb  has  been  hitherto  lit- 
tle known,  and  of  eouno  not  suffioientiy  appre- 
ciated. While  our  commerce  finds  an  entrance 
into  the  south  of  Germany  by  means  of  this  treaty, 
those  we  have  formed  with  the  Banseatic  towns 
and  Prustia,  and  others  now  in  negotiation,  will 
open  that  vast  country  to  the  enterpriang  spirit  ot 
our  merchants  on  the  North,  a  country  abounding  in 
aU  the  materials  for  a  mutually  beneficial  commerce, 
filled  with  enlightened  and  industrious  inhabitant^ 
holding  an  important  place  in  the  politics  of  £u^ 
rope,  and  to  which  we  owe  so  many  valuable  dti- 
zens.   The  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  the  Porto 
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WM  MOt  to  be  exdwnged  by  the  gentlonta  af^KHiit- 
ed  our  diwgi  d'ldUrae  to  tbtteonrt.  Some  Affl- 
Ooltiei  ooeunvd  on  hU  uriTil;  bat  at  the  date  of 
hb  last  official  despatch,  be  fappoaedtbeyhad  been 
obviated,  and  that  there  was  every  imspeet  of  the 
exobange  being  speedily  effected. 

This  finishes  the  coniwcted  view  I  have  thought 
U  proper  to  give  of  oar  poUticat  and  commeroal 
ralaUnia  inSiiiopft.  Every  effort  fai  my  power  will 
be  oonthned  to  atrenf^tben  aod  extend  them  by 
tnatiM  fonnded  on  [»mdtdes  of  the  most  perfBCt 
nelpneity  of  interest,  neither  asking  nor  conced- 
ing any  exclusive  advantage,  but  liberating,  as  far 
as  it  ties  in  my  power,  tbe  activity  and  iudiutry  of 
oar  Ulow-eitiiena  from  the  shaoUes  which  foreign 
leettiotiona  may  impose. 

To  China  and  the  East  IncUet,  our  commeroe 
eootinnes  in  its  oaual  extent,  and  with  increased  fii- 
oiHtiea,  wUob  the  credit  and  ca|dtal  of  oar  mer- 
cbanla  afford,  by  sobstitntiDg  bills  for  payments  la 
specie.  A  dicing  outrage  having  bean  conuiitted 
in  those  seas  by  the  plunder  of  one  of  our  mei^ 
ohantmen  engaged  in  the  pepper  trade  at  a  port  in 
Somatra,  and  the  [Hratical  perpetrators  belongios 
to  tribes  ia  aoeh  a  state  of  aooiety  that  the  nsaai 
coarse  of  proeeeding  between  civilized  nations 
coold  not  be  porsoed,  I  forthwith  despatched  a 
frigate  with  orders  to  require  immediate  satis&o- 
tion  fbr  the  injury,  and  indemnity  to  the  sufferers. 

Few  changes  bare  taken  |dace  In  onr  connections 
with  tbe  iadepeodent  States  of  America  since  my 
last  oommnDintion  to  Cotttreaa.  The  ratification 
of  a  eommeraUt  treaty  with  tbe  TTnited  BepabUcs 
of  Ibzico  has  been  for  some  time  under  delibera- 
tion In  thdr  Congress,  but  was  still  undecided  at 
tbe  date  of  our  last  despatches.  The  unhappy  dvU 
commotions  that  have  prevuled  there,  were  un- 
doobtedly  the  cause  of  Uie  delay ;  but  as  the  Qov- 
emment  ts  now  said  to  be  tranquilliaed,  we  may 
hope  soon  to  receive  tbe  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
and  an  arrangement  for  the  demarcation  of  the 
boundaries  between  as.  In  the  mean  time,  an  im- 
portant trade  has  Ijeen  opened,  with  mutual  benefit, 
from  St.  Louis  in  the  State  of  Hiasouri,  by  caravans, 
to  tbe  interior  provinces  of  Mexico.  This  com* 
mwoe  is  protected  in  its  progress  throngh  tbe  In- 
dian coontriea  by  the  troens  u  tbe  United  States, 
which  have  been  permitted  to  escort  tbe  oanTaos 
beyond  oar  boondarlsfl  to  the  settlod  put  of  tbe 
Mexican  territory. 

From  Central  America  I  have  received  assurances 
of  tbe  most  friendly  kind,  and  a  gratifying  a^jplica- 
tioD  for  our  good  offices  to  remove  a  sappoeed  in- 
diapoeition  towards  that  Govemment  in  a  neighbor- 
ing State :  this  applicaUoD  was  hnmediatdy  and 
BucceeBfolly  compUed  vrith.  Utiay  gave  as  also  the 
;Reaang  intelligence  that  diflferences  which  bad  pre- 
vailed in  their  internal  aflairs  bad  been  peaceably 
adjusted.  Onr  treaty  with  this  republic  continues 
to  be  faithfiilly  observed,  and  promises  a  great  and 
beneficial  commerce  between  the  two  countries;  a 
oommooe  of  tbe  greatest  Importaooe,  if  the  mag- 
tufioent  pnject  of  a  sUp  ouu  through  tbe  domin- 
ions of  that  Bute,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Padfio 
Ocean,  now  in  sarioas  eoatemftetion,  shall  be  exe- 
cuted. 

I  have  ^reat  satisfaction  fa  commonlcating  tbe 
aaocess  which  lias  attended  the  exertiona  of  our 
Minister  in  Colombia  to  procure  a  very  considerable 
redaction  in  the  duties  on  oar  ionr  In  that  republic. 
Indemni^,  >lw,  luw  been  s^Hilated  fiar  iq}uries  re- 


ceived by  our  merchants  from  iUegal  seizures ;  and 
renewed  aaiaranooB  are  ^ven  that  the  treaty  be< 
tween  the  two  oountries  shall  be  Adthfally  ob- 
served. 

Chili  and  Pern  seem  to  be  still  threatened  with 
civil  commotions  ;  and,  antil  they  shall  be  settled, 
disorders  may  naturally  be  apprehended,  requiring 
tbe  constant  presence  of  a  naval  force  in  the  Facifio 
Ocean,  to  protect  our  fisheries  and  guard  oar  com- 
merce. 

The  distorbances  that  took  place  in  the  Emplra 
of  Brazil,  previously  to,  and  immediately  conse- 
quent upon,  the  abdication  of  the  late  Emperor, 
necessarily  tTuspended  any  effectual  application  fen- 
the  redress  of  some  past  injuries  suffered  by  onr 
dtizeoB  from  that  Govornment,  while  tiiey  have 
been  the  cause  of  others,  in  which  idl  foreigners 
seem  to  have  participated.  loatrucUons  have  been 

fiven  to  onr  Uinister  there,  to  press  for  indemnity 
ue  for  losses  occauoned  by  tiiese  irregularities, 
and  to  take  care  that  our  fellow-citizens  wall  eqjoy 
all  the  privileges  stipulated  in  their  iavor,  by  the 
treaty  lately  made  between  tbe  two  powers ;  all 
which,  the  good  intelligence  that  prevails  between 
our  Minister  at  Itio  Janeiro  and  the  xeganoy  {^vei 
OS  the  best  reason  to  expect. 

Z  should  have  placed  Buenos  Ayrea  on  the  list  of 
South  American  Powers,  in  respect  to  which  noth- 
ing of  importance  affecting  ua  was  to  be  communi- 
cated, but  for  occurrences  which  have  lately  taken 
place  at  the  Falkland  in  which  the  name 

of  that  republic  bos  been  used  to  cover  with  a  sboir 
of  authority  acts  injariouB  to  our  commerce,  and 
to  the  property  and  liberty  of  our  fellow-cltixens. 
In  the  course  of  the  present  year,  one  of  onr  ves> 
sels  engaged  In  the  pursuit  of  a  trade  which  we 
have  always  eiy'oyed  without  molestation,  has  been 
captured  by  a  band  acting,  as  they  iKVtend,  under 
the  authority  of  the  Ooremment  m  Boenos  Ayres. 
I  have  therefore  ^ven  orders  for  tbe  de^>atch  of 
an  armed  vessel,  to  j<^  our  squadron  in  those  seas, 
and  aid  in  allbrding  all  lawful  protection  to  oar 
trade  which  shall  be  necessary ;  and  shall,  witboot 
delay,  send  a  Minister  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of 
the  wcumstanoee,  and  also  of  the  chum,  if  any, 
that  la  set  op  by  that  Govemment  to  those  idands. 
In  tbe  mean  time,  I  snbndt  the  case  to  the  eonsiderx 
ation  of  Oongreas,  to  tbe  end  that  they  may  clothe 
tbe  Bxeontive  iritn  anoh  authority  and  means  as 
tbey  may  deem  necessary  for  providing  a  force  ad- 
equate to  the  complete  protection  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  fishing  and  trading  in  thotie  seas. 

This  raiMd  sketch  of  onr  foreign  relations,  It  is 
hoped,  follow-dtizens,  may  be  of  some  use  in  so 
much  of  your  legislation  as  may  bear  on  tiiat  im- 
portant sutjeot ;  while  it  affords  to  the  country  a( 
large  a  source  of  high  gratification  in  the  contem- 
plation of  our  politiMl  and  commercial  connection 
with  the  rest  of  tbe  world.  At  peace  with  aQ — 
having  subjects  of  future  difference  with  few,  and 
those  susceptible  of  easy  adjustment — extendmg 
onr  commeroe  gradually  on  w  sidM,  and  on  none 
by  any  but  tbe  most  liberal  and  matoal^  beneficial 
means — we  may,  by  the  blesaing  (tf  Froridmee, 
faope  for  all  that  national  prosperity  which  can  be 
derived  from  an  intercourse  with  fordgn  nations, 
guided  by  those  eternal  principles  of  justice  and 
reciprocal  good  will  which  are  binding  as  well  upon 
States  as  the  Individoalg  ttf  whiHn  they  are  com- 
posed. 

I  have  great  aatlaftctlon  in  making  thia  atatwnent 
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of  oar  ilfidn,  because  Uw  course  of  oar  naUoul  | 
policy  enable!  me  to  do  It  withont  mj  indianmt 
exposure  of  whet  in  other  Goremmenta  is  ninaUy 
ooneesled  from  the  people.  Having  none  bat  a 
etnughtfonrtrd,  open  course  to  pateue— guided  by 
a  nngle  principie  that  will  bear  the  strongest  U|^t 
—we  bare  happily  no  political  combinations  to 
form,  DO  alliances  to  eatanf^e  us,  no  complicated 
interests  to  consult;  and  in  sabjectlR^  all  we  have 
done  to  tbe  condderalion  of  our  cituens,  and  to 
the  InqieeUon  of  the  worid,  we  giro  no  adTanttfe 
to  other  nationi,  and  lay  onrselTea  iptti  to  no  m- 
jury. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that,  to  preserve 
this  state  of  tbin^  and  give  confidence  to  tbe 
worid  in  the  inte^ty  of  our  designs,  all  oiir  consu- 
lar and  di[domatic  agonta  are  strictly  ei^oiaed  to 
oxamine  veil  every  cause  of  complaint  in«ferred  by 
onr  dtizens;  and,  whOe  they  urge  with  proper 
earnestness  those  that  are  well  founded,  to  couote- 
nance  none  that  are  unreasonatrie  or  unjust,  and  to 
eiy<Hn  on  our  merchaata  and  oaTlgators  the  strict- 
est obedience  to  tbe  laws  of  the  countries  to  which 
they  resort,  aad  a  course  of  conduct  in  th^  deal- 
ings that  may  aa[qiort  the  cbaraoler  of  onr  nation, 
and  render  ui  reqwcted  abroad. 

Concocted  with  this  subject,  I  moat  recommend 
a  revisal  of  our  consular  laws.  Defects  and  omu- 
mons  have  been  discovered  In  their  operation,  that 
ought  to  be  remedied  and  supplied.  For  your  far- 
ther information  on  this  sniyect,  I  have  directed  a 
report  to  be  made  by  the  Seoetary  of  State,  Trhich 
I  shall  hereafter  eobmlt  to  yonr  eoodderation. 

"Hie  internal  peace  and  secBiity  of  our  oonfeder- 
ated  States  Is  the  next  principal  object  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  Time  and  experience  have 
proved  that  the  abode  of  the  native  Indian  within 
their  limiu  is  dfuigerous  to  their  peace,  and  ii^uri- 
oos  to  himself.  In  aceordance  wltii  my  recommen- 
'  datioD  at  a  former  session  of  Congress,  an  appro- 
priaUon  of  half  a  million  of  doUan  was  made  to 
aid  tbe  voluntary  removal  of  the  various  tribes  be- 

fond  the  limiu  of  the  States.  At  the  last  seauon 
had  the  hapfuness  to  announce  that  the  Chicka- 
saws  and  Choctaws  had  accepted  the  generous  offer 
of  the  Govenunent,  and  agreed  to  remove  beyond 
the  Hiasisuppi  River,  by  which  tbe  whole  of  tbe 
State  of  Hississippi  and  the  western  part  of  Alaba- 
ma will  be  freed  from  Indian  occupancy,  and  open- 
ed to  a  civilized  population.  Tbe  treaties  with 
these  tribes  are  in  the  course  of  execuUon,  and 
their  removal,  it  Is  hoped,  will  be  comf^ted  in  the 
course  of  1682. 

At  the  request  of  the  authorities  of  Georgia,  the 
registradon  of  (Aierokee  bdians  for  emigraUon  has 
been  resumed,  and  it  is  confidently  expected  tfaat 
one-half,  if  not  two-thirds  of  tfaat  tribe,  will  follow 
the  wise  example  of  their  more  westerly  brethren. 
Hiose  who  prefer  remaining  at  their  present  homes 
wDl  hereafter  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  Georgia, 
as  all  tier  dtizens  are,  and  cease  to  be  the  oblecls  of 
peculiar  care  <hi  the  part  of  tbe  General  Qorem- 
ment. 

During  tbe  present  year,  the  attention  of  the 
Oovemment  baa  been  particularly  Erected  to  those 
tribes  m  the  powerful  and  ^wiiw  State  of  Ohio, 
where  condderable  tracts  of  the  fmest  lands  were 
still  occupied  by  the  aboriginal  proprietors.  Trea- 
ties, nther  absolute  or  oonditional,  have  been  made, 
extiogiddiing  the  whole  Indian  title  to  the  reserva- 
tions in  Ibat  Bute ;  and  the  time  is  not  distant,  it 


is  hoped,  when  Ohio  wiU  be  no  longer  embarr eased 
witb  Uie  Indian  population.  The  same  messare  wOl 
be  extended  to  Indiaoa,  as  soon  as  there  la  roMOB 
to  anticipate  snccess. 

It  is  conSdenUy  believed  that  perecTeraaee  fcr  a 
few  years  in  the  present  pcdicy  ckF  tbe  OoTennnent 
will  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  all  lands  lying 
within  tbe  Sutea  composing  our  Federal  Union, 
and  remove  beyond  their  limita  every  Indian  wbo 
is  not  wilUog  to  submit  to  tbeir  laws.  Thus  will  all 
conflicting  oiaimi  to  Jurisdiction  between  tbe  Stales 
and  the  Indian  tribes  be  pot  to  rest  It  is  pleadng 
to  reflect  that  results  so  beneficial,  not  only  to  the 
States  immediately  concerned,  but  to  tbe  bamony 
of  tbe  Union,  will  have  been  accompUabed  by 
measures  equally  advantageous  to  tbe  Indiana. 
What  tbe  native  savages  become  wben  snrrounded 
by  a  d«ue  pc^Hdation,  and  by  nixing  with  tbs 
whites,  may  be  seen  In  tbe  miserable  reautanta  of  a 
few  Eastern  tribes,  deprived  of  political  and  civil 
rights,  forbidden  to  make  contracts,  and  sabjected 
to  guar^ans,  dragging  oat  a  vretdied  existence, 
without  ext^tement,  mhont  hope,  and  almost  with- 
out thought. 

But  the  removal  of  the  Indiaaa  beyond  the  linnta 
and  Jurisdietioo  <^  tbe  Sutes  does  net  plaee  tbem 
beyond  the  reach  of  i^itanthpopic  ^d  and  Chriatian 
instruction.  On  .the  contrary,  tboae  whom  philan- 
thropy or  religion  may  induce  to  live  among  than 
in  their  new  abode,  wiU  be  more  free  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  benevfdent  f^inctiona,  than  if  they  bad 
remained  within  tbe  Umits  of  the  States,  embar- 
rassed by  tbeIr  internal  regulations.  Now  eobjeot 
to  no  control  but  the  superintending  agency  of  tbe 
General  Government,  exercised  with  the  sole  view 
of  preserving  peace,  they  may  proceed  unmolested 
in  tile  biteresting  experiment  of  ^dually  advanc- 
ing a  community  of  American  Indians  from  barbar- 
ism to  tbe  bidets  and  enjoyments  vS  civiUxed  Ufc. 

Among  the  hap^est  effects  of  the  improved  rela- 
tions of^  our  republic,  has  been  an  increase  of  trade, 
producing  a  corresponding  increase  of  revenue,  be- 
yond the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department. 

The  state  of  the  public  finances  will  be  fully 
shown  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  in  tbe  re- 
port which  be  will  presently  lay  before  you.  I  wBl 
here,  however,  congratulate  yon  upon  thdr  pros- 
perous condition.   The  revenue  reorived  ht  tbe 

B resent  year  will  not  All  short  of  twenty-seven  mil- 
on  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars-,  and  tbe  ex- 
pendKnree  for  all  objects  other  than  the  public  debt 
irill  not  exceed  fourteen  million  seven  hundred 
thousand.  The  payment  on  account  of  tibe  princi- 
pal and  intereet  of  tbe  debt,  daring  the  yearwIH 
exceed  sixteen  mlUiona  and  a  half  of  dollars;  a 
greater  sum  than  has  been  a^^ed  to  that  otjeot, 
out  of  the  revenue,  in  any  year  since  tbe  enlarge- 
ment of  the  rinking  fund,  except  the  two  years 
following  immediately  thereafter.  The  amount 
which  will  have  been  api^d  to  tbe  poUle  debt 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1B29,  to  tbe  1st  ftf  Jwnsiy 
next,  wbieh  is  leas  than  tiiree  years  dnee  tbe  Ad- 
ministration  has  been  placed  in  my  bands,  will  ex- 
ceed forty  millions  of  dollars. 

From  the  large  importations  of  the  present  year, 
It  may  be  safely  estimated  tiiat  the  revenue  which 
irill  be  received  into  the  Traasnry  fifom  tfaat  souree 
during  tlie  next  year,  with  tbe  ud  of  that  recdved 
fh>m  tbe  pubUo  lands,  idD  conriderablj  exoeed  the 
amoant  of  the  rsee^itB  of  the  present  year;  and  U 
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b  believed  that  with  the  meana  which  the  Qoveni- 
nent  will  have  at  ita  disposal,  from  Tariotu  sources, 
which  will  be  tattj  stated  hj  the  proper  department, 
the  whole  of  the  public  debt  may  be  extinguished, 
dthcr  b;  redemption  or  purchase,  wUhio  the  four 
jma  of  my  Atotoistration.  We  shall  then  exhibit 
the  rare  example  of  a  great  naUon,  aboanding  in 
all  the  means  of  happiness  and  security,  altogether 
free  from  debt. 

The  oonfldenee  with  which  the  extingniabment  of 
the  public  debt  may  be  anUoipated,  presents  an  op- 
port unity  for  carrying  into  eBect  more  fully  the 
potiey  in  relation  to  import  dnties,  which  has  been 
reooniDaided  fn  my  former  Mesaagias.  A  modlfica- 
tioD  of -the  tariS|  which  sbaU  produce  a  reduction 
of  oar  revenue  to  the  wants  of  Government,  and 
an  adjustment  of  the  duUes  on  imports,  with  a  view 
to  equal  joatice  in  rekition  to  all  our  national  inter- 
ests, and  to  the  counteraction  of  foreign  policy,  so 
fiv  as  it  may  be  iiyuriona  to  those  interests,  is  deem- 
«d  to  be  one  of  the  prindpal  objects  which  demand 
tin  eoDridenttfcm  of  the  present  Cragresa.  Justice 
to  the  interests  of  the  merchant  as  well  as  the  man* 
nlkcturer  requires  that  material  reducdona  in  the 
import  duties  be  prospective :  and  unless  the  pres- 
ent Congress  shall  dispose  of  the  subject,  the  pro- 
posed reductions  cannot  properly  be  made  to  t^e 
effect  at  the  period  when  the  necesdty  for  the  rev- 
enue atUliw  from  present  rates  shall  cease.  It  is, 
tberefine,  dedrable  that  anaagements  be  adopted 
at  yow  present  session,  to  relieve  the  people  from 
unneoessary  taxation,  after  the  extingnishment  of 
the  pobUo*  debt.  In  the  exercise  of  that  spirit  of 
concession  and  conciliation  which  has  distinguished 
the  friends  of  oar  Union  in  all  great  emergendes, 
It  is  bolieTed  that  Uiie  oUect  may  be  efieted  with- 
out iqjory  to  any  national  interest. 

In  my  annual  Ueasage  of  December,  1829, 1  had 
the  honor  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  more 
liberal  poUcy  than  that  which  then  prevuled  to* 
wards  unfortunate  debtors  to  the  Government ;  and 
I  deem  it  my  dnty  again  to  invite  your  attention  to 
this  snlgeet.  • 

Actuated  br  ^niilar  views,  Congress  at  their  last 
aearion  passed  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  in- 
solTent  debtors  of  the  United  States :  but  the  pro- 
vIiiODS  of  that  law  have  not  been  deemed  such  as 
were  adequate  to  that  relief  to  this  unfortunate 
chae  of  our  iellow-citixens,  which  may  be  safely  ex- 
teaded  to  thun.  The  pmnts  in  which  the  law  ap- 
pears to  be  defective  wlu,  be  partionlariy  comnmni- 
oated  by  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasnry  t  and  I  take 
plnMnre  in  recommending  such  an  extension  of  its 
proriaioafl  as  will  unfetter  the  enterprise  of  a  val- 
uable portion  of  our  citizens,  and  restore  to  them 
the  means  of  usefnlneas  to  themselves  and  the  com- 
mimlty.  While  deUbMatisg  upon  tUs  subject,  I 
would  also  recommend  to  yonr  condderatlon  the 
propriety  of  so  modifying  uie  laws  fbr  enfDrcing 
the  payineat  of  debts,  due  «Ithe»  to  the  public  or 
to  iodividtuls  suing  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
StAtes,  as  to  restrict  the  imprisonment  of  the  per- 
son to  cases  of  fraudulent  concealment  of  property. 
The  personal  liberty  of  Ae  dtixen  seems  too  sacred 
to  be  held,  as  in  many  oases  it  now  is,  at  the  will  of 
a  creditor  to  whom  he  is  willing  to  surrender  all 
the  means  he  has  of  discharging  his  debt. 

The  reports  from  the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and 
Xavy  Departments,  and  from  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, which  accompany  this  Hessage,  present  satia- 
Iketory  views  of  the  opsntloni  of  the  departmenta 


respectively  under  their  charge ;  and  suggest  im- 
provements whicb  are  worthy  of,  and  to  which  I 
invite,  the  serious  attention  of  Congress.  Cer- 
tain defects  and  omissions  having  been  discovered 
in  the  operation  of  the  laws  respecting  patents, 
they  are  pointed  out  in  the  acoompan^ng  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  ^ie. 

I  have  heretofore  recommended  amendments  of 
the  federal  constitution  giving  the  elecUon  of 
President  and  Vice  President  to  the  people,  and 
limiting  the  service  of  the  former  to  a  single  term. 
So  importaAt  do  I  consider  these  changes  in  our 
fundamental  law,  that  I  cannot,  in  accordance  with 
my  sense  of  duty,  omit  to  press  thcra  upon  the 
con^deration  of  a  new  Congress.  For  my  views 
more  at  large-,  as  well  in  relation  to  these  points  as 
to  the  disqualification  of  Members  of  Congress  to 
receive  an  office  from  a  President  in  whose  election 
they  have  had  an  official  agency,  which  I  proposed 
as  a  substitute,  I  refer  you  to  my  former  Messages. 

Our  system  of  public  accounts  is  extremely  com- 
plicated, and,  it  is  believed,  may  be  much  improved. 
Much  of  the  present  nuushinery,  and  a  condderable 
portion  of  the  expenditure  of  public  money,  may 
be  dispensed  with,  while  greater  facilities  can  tie 
afforded  to  the  liquidation  of  claims  ujwn  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  an  examination  into  their  justice  and 
legality,  quite  as  e£Bcient  as  the  present,  secured. 
With  a  view  to  a  general  reform  In  the  system,  I 
recommend  the  saqject  to  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  agidn  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  condition  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  It  was 
doubtless  wise  in  the  framers  of  our  constitution  to 
place  the  people  of  this  District  under  the  jarlsdic- 
tion  of  the  General  Qovernment ;  bnt  to  accom- 
plish the  objects  they  had  in  ilew,  It  is  not  neces> 
sary  that  this  people  shoold  be  deprived  of  all  the 
privileges  of  self-government.  Independently  <^ 
the  difflonlty  of  inducing  the  Repreaentatives  of 
distant  States  to  turn  their  attention  to  projects  of 
laws  which  are  not  of  the  highest  interest  to  their 
coostitoents,  they  are  not  Individually,  nor  in  Can* 
grees  collectively,  welt  qualified  to  legate  over 
tiie  local  concerns  of  this  District.  Consequently, 
its  interests  are  much  neglected,  and  the  people  are 
ahnost  afraid  to  present  their  grievances,  lest  a 
body,  in  which  they  are  not  represented,  and  which 
feels  littie  sympathy  in  their  local  relations,  should, 
In  its  attempt  to  m^  laws  fbr  tbem,do  more  barm 
than  good.  Governed  by  the  laws  of  the  States, 
whence  they  were  severed,  the  two  shores  of  the 
Potomac,  within  the  ten  miles  square,  have  differ- 
ent penal  codes  ;  not  the  present  codes  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  but  such  as  existed  in  those  States 
at  the  time  of  the  cessiim  to  the  United  States.  As 
Congress  will  not  form  a  new  code,  and  as  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  cannot  make  ooe  for  themselves, 
they  are  virtually  under  two  Governments.  Is  It 
not  just  to  allow  them  at  least  a  delegate  in  Con- 
gress, if  not  a  local  Legislature  to  make  laws  for 
the  District,  subject  to  ue  approval  or  rejection  of 
Congress?  I  earnestly  recommend  the  extendon 
to  them  of  every  poUtieal  right  whicb  their  inter- 
ests reqiure,  and  which  may  be  oompaiible  with  the 
constitntion. 

The  extension  of  the  Judiciary  system  of  the 
United  States  is  deemed  to  be  one  of  the  duties  of 
Government.  One-fburth  of  the  States  in  the 
Uidoii  do  not  partidpate  in  the  benefits  of  a  drcuit 
court   Tq  the  States  of  lo^ana,  IlUnd^  Hlssonri, 
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Alabama,  Miwisaippi,  and  Louisana,  admitted  Into 
ibe  Union  since  the  present  jadioial  Byatem  was  or* 
mnized,  only  a  diatnct  court  has  been  aHowed.  If 
this  be  sufficient,  then  the  droult  courts,  already 
existing  in  eighteen  States,  ought  to  be  abolished : 
if  It  be  not  suffident,  tbe  defect  ought  to  be  rem- 
edied, and  these  States  pieced  on  the  same  footing 
with  the  other  members  of  tbe  Union.  It  was  on 
tbia  conation,  and  on  this  footing,  that  they  enter- 
ed tbe  Union ;  and  they  may  demand  circuit  courts 
u  a  matter,  not  of  eoocMsion,  but  of  right  I 
trust  that  Congress  will  not  adjourn,  leaTing  this 
anomaly  in  our  system. 

Eatertaioing  the  opinlona  heretofore  expressed 
in  reladon  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  as  at 
present  otvanized,  I  felt  it  my  duty,  in  my  former 
Hesaages,  ftaDldy  to  disclose  them,  in  order  that 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  and  the  people 
should  be  seasonably  directed  to  tliat  important 
subject,  and  that  it  might  be  considered  and  finally 
disposed  of  in  a  manner  best  calculated  to  promote 
the  ends  of  the  constitution,  and  subserve  the  pub- 
lic interests.  Having  thus  conscientiously  disdurg- 
ed  a  ooDStitutionid  duty,  I  deem  it  proper,  on  this 
ooca^on,  without  a  more  particular  reference  to  tbe 
▼lews  of  the  mUect  then  expressed,  to  leare  It  for 
the  present  to  the  investigation  of  an  enlightened 
people  and  their  representatives. 

In  coQcluuOD,  permit  me  to  invoice  that  power 
which  superintends  all  Governments,  to  infbse  into 
^our  deliberations,  at  UtoB  important  cri^  of  our 
history,  a  ^drit  of  matnal  fbrbearanee  and  concili- 
ation. In  that  i^>lrit  was  our  Union  formed,  and  in 
that  spirit  must  it  Iw  preserved. 

AKDREW  JACKSOy. 
Washinqtoh,  Detmber  6,  1881. 

Oa  motion  of  Kr.  Ejnq,  it  wf»  ordered  that 
three  thousand  copies  of  the  Message,  and  fif- 
teen hundred  ot^ies  of  the  acoompaaying  doo- 
omenta,  be  printed  for  tbe  nm  <tf  the  Senate. 


'Wediosdat,  December  7. 

StaU  <tf  th«  Finanea. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  commanicoted 
the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  tbe  state  of  the  finances,  the  reading  of 
which  was  dispensed  with,  and  fifteen  honi&ed 
additional  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  oi  the  Senate, 

Thvbsdat^  December  8. 
ImpriMtmtMnt  nf  American  Gitwnt. 

The  following  resolution,  yesterday  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Spbmui^  was  otmddered  and 

agreed  to: 

"  Jtetolved,  That  thoPre^dent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  with  the  Senate,  if 
not  incompatible  with  tbe  public  interest,  all  the 
information  in  his  power,  relative  to  the  capture, 
abduction,  and  imprisoament  of  American  oiusens, 
by  tbe  provincial  authorities  of  New  Bmaswiok, 
and  the  measures  which,  in  eonsequenee  thereof, 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Executive  of  the  Uidted 
States." 


Monday,  December  12. 

The  Yice  President  of  the  United  States  at- 
tended to-day,  and  took  the  cbidr  e£  Uw 
Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ohambmb^  it  was  ordered 
that  the  several  officers  of  the  Senate,  who  are 
DOW  officiating  shall  omtume  to«ot  in  thair 
respeetave  statums  nntil  Mondaj  next. 


Wednxsdat,  December  14. 

The  following  Message  from  the  Pre^doit  ol 
the  United  States  was  reoeiTed,  aod  zMd,  aoi 
ordered  tb  be  printed: 

Wjjhixotok,  DtcmUr  IS,  18SI. 
7b  ih*  Smaie  of  the  United  Staitt  : 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  December,  1881,  all  tbe 
information  in  tbe  possesuos  of  the  Executive,  iet> 
ative  to  the  capture,  abduction,  and  imprisonnieat 
of  American  citizens  by  the  provincial  authoritiei 
of  New  Brunswick ;  and  tiie  measure*  wbicb,  is 
consequence  thereof^  have  been  adopted  by  tin 
Executive  of  the  United  States. 

ANDBEW  JAOSSOK. 


MossAT,  December  19. 
Sleeticn  {jf  Qjffken. 

The  Obur  annonnced  the  order  of  the  daj, 
for  proceeding  to  the  election  4^  the  officer*  of 
the  Senate,  and  desired  the  members  to  prepin 
their  ballots  for  Secretary. 

The  ballot  was  then  taken  for  SeaieliiT, 
when  there  appeared— 

For  Walter  Lowrie,-     •      -  40TotM. 
Scattering,  •  -     -     -      -  1 

The  Senate  then  balloted  for  a  prindpil 

doorkeeper,  when  Moantjoy  Bayly  was  re- 
elected without  opposition. 

Mr.  Shackford,  of  Miasonri,  was  elected  as- 
sistant doorkeeper ;  and 

The  several  officers  were  sworn  in  by  tbs 
President  of  the  Senate. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Durbin,  of  Eentaoky,  w 
elected  ohaplun  on  the  purt  of  the  SoLate. 

The  Senate  then  spent  a  short  time  in  execa- 
live  badness ;  and  tben  a^Io**™^ 


TuEBDAT,  December  SO. 

7%e  Hhfif—Dutiet  on  Teat. 

The  Senate  tben  proceeded  to  the  omaden- 
tion  of  the  following  report,  made  yeateidif 
&om  the  Oommittee  on  Fmanoe : 

Tba  Committee  txa  Finance,  to  wUch  were  tefened 
the  memorials  of  the  importers  and  dealen  in 
teas,  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  ind 
Pittsburg,  report : 
That  the  memorialists  pray,  that  In  case  Gongrea 

shall  omtemidate  any  reduction  In  the  dutiet  « 
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teas,  th&t  Bach  redoctioa  may  be  made  to  take  effect 
from  and  after  the  Slat  December  of  the  present 
year ;  being  the  same  time  at  which  the  act  of  the 
20tb  Hay,  entitled  "  An  act  to  reduce  the 

duties  OD  coflRee,  tea,  and  cocoa,"  will  take  effiBCt  on 
teas :  tbdr  otjeot  b^g  dut  wfaenerer  rednotion 
In  the  duties  on  teas  may  be  made,  that  it  may 
opttrste  rimnltaiMOUflly  with  the  said  aet  of  Hay, 
1880. 

The  committee  deemed  it  proper  to  conenlt  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject,  and  par- 
ticnlari^  ai  to  tlw  efliect  an  Immediate  redaction  of 
die  duties  would  have  on  the  finaneex  of  the  nation. 
His  aninrer,  tbeyadt  permisdon  to  submit  as  part 
of  their  report. 

The  committee  are  fblly  aware  of  the  InconTen- 
ience  which  must  arise  to  commercial  men,  by  fre- 
quent changes  in  the  dutiea.  They  are  constiwned, 
however,  to  report  that  it  Is  Inexpedient  to  act  <m 
the  Btttject  of  UM  memorials  at  tUs  Hme. 

Tbububt  Dxpaktuext, 

December  15,  1S81. 
Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your 
letter  ei  the  I4th  lostaat,  accompanied  by  a  me- 
morial of  ■Qodry  merchants  of  New  Yorl^  praying 
that  any  farther  cont«mplkted  reduction  hi  the 
duties  on  tea  may  take  effect  on  the  let  of  Jana- 
ary,  1832. 

lu  answer  to  your  request  that  I  would  state  the 
effect  upon  the  revenue  of  the  rednotioa  of  the 
dutiea  on  teas  to  certain  rates  which  have  been  pro- 
posed by  penoas  sng^^  in  the  tea  trade,  to  go 
uito  operation  at  the  time  above  mentioned,  I  beg 
leave  to  state,  generally,  that  such  a  reduction 
could  not  be  made  without  materially  disturbing 
the  ntimatee  presented  in  the  late  annual  report 
from  this  deparment  on  the  state  of  the  fimmces, 
nor  coneisteQtly  with  the  views '  entertained  as  to 
the  entire  payment  of  the  debt  oa  orbefiwe  the  Sd 
of  March,  1888. 

Without  more  precise  information  than  the  de- 
partment poesesses  of  the  quantity  <ft  tea  in  store, 
It  is  difficult  to  furnish  the  details  you  request  The 
quantity,  however,  may  be  supposed  to  be- greater 
than  it  otherwise  would  be,  in  consequence  of  the 
mutual  deure,  both  of  the  importer  and  the  retail 
dealer,  to  preserve  as  much  as  possible  of  the  im- 
portatitm,  for  the  benefit  of  the  reduced  duties 
which  are  to  take  criDfeot  on  dw  Ist  of  January 
next. 

It  will  appear  from  the  statemeut  herewith  trans- 
mitted, that  the  proposed  reduction  would  be  at- 
tended with  a  probsUe  dinrinndon  in  the  revenue, 
varying  from  half  a  ndlBon  downwards,  aocordiag 
to  the  quantity  of  tea  which  may  be  found  actually 
in  store  on  the  1st  of  January. 

It  is  believed,  moreover,  tlut  the  principal  bene- 
fits of  the  proposed  reduction  would  be  couferred 
on  the  importer  tmther  than  the  consumer.  If^  as 
is  understood  to  be  the  fiust,  there  Is  a^mall  quan- 
tity of  tea  in  the  bands  of  the  ret^l  dealers,  it 
might  not  follow  that  the  prices  either  of  that  now 
in  bond,  or  of  Uiat  ordered  for  importation,  would 
fall  in  proportion  to  the  reduction ;  whereas,  the 
importer  can  suffer  neither  loss  nor  iDconveuIeoce 
from  the  operaUon  of  a  b.w,  with  a  view  to  which 
his  business  has  been  regulated  for  more  than  a 
year  past. 

The  department  Is  not  aadsfied — though  upon 
tUs  pohit  I  do  not  wish  to  be  ctuuAdered  as  ex- 


pressing a  pontive  opioion — that  it  will  be  expedi- 
ent at  any  time  to  reduce  the  duties  oa  teas  mate- 
riatly  lower  than  the  rates  of  January  next.  These 
duties  wQl  not  be  sufficiently  high  to  affect,  in  any 
senile  degree,  the  consnmptton  of  the  ardde: 
and  though  dinunisfaed  npon  an  impoitadon  equal 
to  that  of  1S30,  from  |2,049,842  02,  to  t898,- 
971  46,  yet  they  will  always  be  a  safe  source  <MF 
revenue.  In  a  general  revi^on  of  the  tariff,  Con- 
gress win  find  a  great  convienience  in  drawing  the 
revenue  from  as  few  articles  as  may  be  coneUteot 
with  the  interests  of  the  community,  instead  of  be- 
ing subjected  to  the  neceanty  of  spreading  it  over 
numerous  commo^ties ;  and  there  are  cogent  rea- 
sons why  any  ftarther  reducdon  on  teas  should  awate 
such  genenu  revision  of  the  existing  duties  as  the 
state  of  the  finances  and  public  expenditure  may 
call  for.   The  memorial  is  herewith  returned. 

Any  further  redaction  which  it  may  then  be  found 
expeuent  to  make,  may  be  readily  adapted,  both  in 
amount  and  in  time,  to  the  interests  and  oonvei^ 
ience  of  the  importers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  HcLAKE, 
BeertUiryiif  the  Tnatmy. 

The  Hon.  8.  Skitb, 
CSkwiNan  <if  UuCommittu  <m  FUumct^  Senate. 


Vbdsssdat,  January  i,  1883. 

American  State  Papm. 

The  Yios  Pbsbidsnt  oommanioated  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statee : 

The  underagned  reapectfkilly  represent,  that,  en- 
eonraged-thereto  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last 
session  authoring  a  subscription  to  die  worfc,  thej 
have  not  only  made  a  beginning,  but  have  mam 
considerable  progress,  in  the  execution  of  their 
propositiou  for  publishing  a  compilation  of  the 
public  documents  of  the  lotted  States.  They  have 
now  the  pleasure  to  submit  to  the  Senate  two  vol- 
umes, which,  excepting  the  indexes  thereto,  not 
yet  rMdy  tat  die  mesa,  and  the  tide-pages,  which 
are  but  temporatuy  composed,  they  respectfully 
submit  as  samples  of  the  whole  work. 

In  the  arrangement  as  well  as  the  selection  of 
the  materials  of  this  great  national  work,  they  have 
been  governed  by  the  decisioos  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives,  under  whose  directions,  moreover,  ez- 
cluatvely,  the  materials  of  It  have  been  prepared 
for  the  press.  To  their  Intelligence,  indostry,  and 
discrimmation,  and  that  of  the  gendemen  lu  didr 
respective  offices,  it  will  owe  whatever  value  It  pos- 
sesses beyond  that  of  a  mere  print  and  reprint  of 
the  documents  on  the  files  of  the  two  Honaes  of 
Congress.  The  caution  Congress,  ia  oommttting 
these  matters  to  their  abDtty  and  discretion,  rather 
than  to  that  of  the  publishers,  has,  in  the  ojdnion 
of  the  undersigned,  been  justified  in  the  fullest  ex- 
tent by  the  order,  and  the  form  and  pressure  which 
have  been  given  to  the  work. 

In  the  arrangement  of  the  documents,  the  prin- 
ciple of  clasMfication  has  been  adopted,  the  advan- 
ti^es  of  which  wiU  be  appar^  upon  the  slighted 
examination  of  the  samples  of  it  herewith  trans- 
mitted. The  two  volmnes  now  Resented  are  not 
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th«  first  In  tfae  series,  but  are  those  which  have 
been  most  easOj  collated.  One  of  them,  it  will  be 
lUscovered,  compriBea  all  the  conereasional  docu- 
ments upon  Indian  Affairs,  (one  of  the  classes,)  from 
the  bei^oiog  of  the  Ooverament  up  to  the  com- 
mencemeat  of  the  14tb  Congress,  to  which  date, 
(4th  March,  ISlfi,  Incluaire.)  the  plan  of  the  present 
series  exUmds.  The  other  is  the  first  Tolume  of 
the  class  of  IlnaDce,  the  whole  of  which  occupes 
two  TOlumes.  When  indexes,  copious  and  well 
^gested,  such  as  are  in  prepara^on,  are  added  to 
these  Tolnmes,  they  will  afford  a  facility  to  the  In- 
Testigations  of  our  legislators,  whether  in  debates 
or  in  committee  buuness,  which  will  amply  com- 
pensate for  the  expense  of  the  pobllcatioo,  without 
adTerdng  to  their  value  as  national  memorials, 
which  of  itself,  it  is  respectfully  submitted,  wddd 
have  Ailly  Justified  the  sanction  which  bu  been 
given  to  this  undertaking. 

The  two  volumes  herewith  presented  comprise 
about  one-half  of  what  has  been  already  done  in 
the  printing  of  the  work,  wtuch  is  in  the  coarse  of 
steady  prosecution,  and  of  whidi  it  is  hoped  dght 
or  ten  volumes  may  be  ready  for  delivery  before 
the  close  of  the  present  Congress. 

Of  the  execution  of  this  work,  for  which  alone 
the  nnderdgned  have  any  right  to  credit,  they  beg 
leave  to  observe,  only,  that  they  have  endeavored 
to  make  It  siidi  as  should  be  creditable  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  as  should  justify  the  liberal  confidence 
which,  by  the  act  of  the  last  session.  Congress  has 
reposed  m  the  midertakere.  They  confidently  sub- 
mit its  merits  to  a  comparison  with  those  of  any 
other  work  of  the  like  nature,  ever  paWshed  m 
this  or  any  other  coimtry. 

A  snperflcial  examination  of  these  sample  rol- 
nmes  will  suffice  to  satisfy  the  intelHgent  observer 
of  the  importance  of  the  work  to  the  public  service, 
and  to  the  history  of  the  country.  Documents  of 
the  highest  interest  will  be  found  in  It,  which  were 
either  before  unknown  to  the  present  generation, 
or  forgotten  by  It,  thoogh  yet  of  modem  antiquity. 
Some,  which  have  i$in  buried  under  the  mass  of 
less  important  papers  which  it  has  not  been  deemed 
Bsefiil  to  include  in  this  pnbBoation,  are  aucb  as  en- 
lighten obscure  passages  In  our  tirQ  history,  and 
add  new  motives  for  ue  veneration  with  which  the 
memory  of  the  early  actors  in  the  Government  is 
habitudly  cherished.  The  cUss  of  Forwgn  Bela- 
tioDs,  first  in  order,  but  suspended  in  Its  execution 
to  await  the  decision  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the 
publicity  of  some  of  the  documents  which  it  would 
appear  properly  to  comprise,  will,  when  completed, 
be  one  of  the  most  mteresting  and  instructive 
works  that  has  Issued  from  the  press  within  the 
last  thirty  years,  possessing  all  the  attraction  of 
Action,  sanctified  by  all  the  fidelity  of  truth. 

The  undersigned  wiU  only  add,  timt  the  sample 
Tcdumes  herewith  subndtted  have  been  pat  in  dif- 
ferent bindhigs,  with  view  to  consult  the  general 
opinion  as  to  which  description  is  preferable. 

All  which  is  respectftdly  submitted  by  the  pub- 
lishers. OALES  A  SEATON. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  "KisOy  of  Alabama,  the  letter 
vas  wdered  to  be  piintedf  and  was  refeired  to 
•the  Gxnnuttee  on  tbe  library. 


[jAHtun,  188S. 

Thitbsdat,  Janoary  5. 
Ptttjf  on  Indian  Blankett. 
The  bill  to  redac«  the  doty  on  Indian  blan- 
kets, and  certmo  other  Indian  goods,  [Intro* 
dnced  yesterday,  on  leave,  by  Mr.  Bnrov,] 
was  read  the  secoud  time ;  when 

Mr.  Button  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  He  thought,  in  Jnstice  and 
propriety,  the  bill  ought  to  go  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs  for  connderation ;  bat  he 
yielded  to  the  opinions  of  otiiers,  and  consent- 
ed to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  finance, 

Mr.  DioKEBSos  moved  to  refn  tiie  bill  to  fite 
Committee  on  MaDuftotnrea. 

Mr.  BxsTON  said  that  he  perceived  that  the 
gentleman  was  disposed  to  have  the  present 
bill  to  take  the  same  course  that  the  salt  bill 
heretofore  introdnced  had  taken.  He  was  of 
Opinion  that  there  was  another  committee,  be- 
sides that  of  HnaDce,  that  sfaoald  take  prece- 
dence of  the  Committee  on  Manufactares.  He 
allndod  to  tbe  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
That  committee  had  the  concerns  of  the  In- 
dians, and  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with 
them,  nnder  their  supervision ;  and  as  the 
present  lull  proposed  a  measure  calculated  to 
affect  that  trade,  it  more  properly  belonged  to 
that  committee,  than  to  the  Committee  on 
Manu&ctures.  It  was  the  province  of  tbe 
Committee  on  Indian  Affurs  to  know  how  tbe 
trade  with  the  Indians  was  carried  on,  whether 
the  articles  ohtuned  from  them  were  procured 
by  fair  and  open  purchase,  or  secretly  smu^ 
gled  from  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  This 
bill  was,  like  its  predecessor,  dengned  to  effect 
a  reduction  of  the  public  burdens,  by  diminish- 
ing the  revenue  derived  from  daties  on  im- 
ports ;  and  its  connection  with  the  subject  of 
Indian  affura;  in  his  opinion,  gave  it  a  fur 
clum  to  be  referred  to  the  Gommittef  on  In- 
dian A£&ir8 ;  but,  as  that  committee  was  likely 
to  be  objected  to,  he  would  waive  0ib  refer- 
ence, and  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Cant- 
mittee  on  Finance. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  r^erring  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  BsNTON  said  he  should  olyect  to  this 
reference.  He  observed  that  it  was  the  ap- 
parent intention  of  oert^n  gentiemen  to  g^re 
every  thing  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures — implying  that  they  alone 
were  competent  to  examine  and  report  wi 
questions  of  great  national  interest  or  impor- 
tance. He  understood  tliat,  by  the  rules  of 
the  Senate,  bills  were  to  be  aoit  to  that  com- 
mittee which  wne  fiiendly  to  the  meamre,  t-ttr 
the  purpose  oi  receiving  amendments,  if  neces- 
sary, and  rettdered  as  perfect  as  possible  before 
tiiey  were  brought  forward  for  a  full  and  fiaal 
discussion.  He  should  therefore  object  to  the 
reference  of  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufactures, on  the  ground  of  its  not  being  the 
r^nlar  or  correct  parliamentary  course  to  refer 
billB  to  a  comnuttee  known  to  be  directly  op- 
posed to  tiidr  principles  or  ot^eots.  Be  womd 
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repeat,  tbat  all  legislative  prooeediDgs  of  this 
kind  were  bottomed  on  the  principle  that  bills 
on  their  first  introdnctlon  sQonld  be  iatrosted 
to  the  friends  of  the  measare,  for  the  pnrpose 
of  being  corrected  and  rendered  as  perfect  as 
its  friends  conld  make  it,  liefore  it  was  bron^ht 
forward  to  receive  the  Bcmtinr  of  its  enemies, 
and  pass  the  ordeal  of  a  pablie  ezandnation. 
The  oonrse  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
TSew  Jexaej  he  eonsidered  a  violation  of  the 
established  coarse  of  all  legislative  proceedings, 
and  csontrary  to  all  parliamentary  rales  relative 
to  the  reference  of  bills. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  from  the  manual  of  the 
rnles  of  the  Senate,  and  the  naages  of  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  in  confirmation  of  the  position 
maint^ned.  the  following  extracts:  "Those 
who  wonld  totally  destroy,  will  not  amend 

the  child  is  not  to  be  put  to  a  nnrse  that 
cares  not  for  it"] 

Mr.  B.  resomed.  A  child  was  not  to  be  pat 
out  to  a  nurse  who  wonld  neglect  the  care  of 
it,  or  snffier  It  to  die  for  want  of  nooridiment. 
Neither  was  a  measure  proposed  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  to  be  given  to  its  enemies 
for  die  pnrpose  of  being  matured,  corrected, 
ud  rendered  fit  for  public  examinaUon.  The 
ooQsequenoe  of  each  a  coarse  could  be  easily 
foreseen :  it  would  be  suffered  to  lie  neglected 
until  every  thing  else  in  their  hands  was  fin- 
ished ;  and  if  brought  forward  at  all,  it  would 
probahly  be  so  near  the  close  of  the  session, 
that  it  would  I>e  lost  for  want  of  time ;  and 
then  so  mangled  and  deformed,  that  its  friends 
wonld  not  be  able  to  rec<^nize  it*'  And  there- 
fore, the  present  bill,  together  with  the  bill  to 
aboli^  the  duty  on  alam  salt,  woold  die  on 
Ibeir  bands,  and  be  ibUowed  to  the  grave  by 
the  gentleman  and  Us  committee,  thou^  cot 
in  the  character  of  mourners.  Ko,  sir,  s^d 
Mr.  B.,  this  bill  ought  not  to  be  referred  to  a 
hostUe"  committee,  to  be  returned,  with  broken 
limbs  and  manned  features,  to  Ibis  Senate,  for 
their  approval.  Such  a  committee  has  nothing 
to  do  with  it  It  oaght  even  to  refuse  to  re- 
ceive it;  to  ^ow  which,  he  read  tram  the 
mannal  this  sentence:  that  "when  any* mem- 
l>er  who  is  against  the  bill  hears  himself  named 
of  its  committee,  he  should  ask  to  he  ex- 
cused," dec.  Mr.  B,  Bud  tiiat  he  hoped  the 
Senate  would  allow  the  bill  to  go  to  tne  com- 
mittee where  it  would  be  perfected  and  brou^^t 
forward  in  proper  time. 

Kr.  DioKSBsoir  said  that  he  was  aware  that 
it  was,  or  had  been,  a  rule  in  the  British  Par- 
liament, in  certtun  cases  of  reference,  to  com- 
mit the  measare  to  its  friends ;  bat  the  practice 
of  the  American  Senate  was  different.  That 
body  had  standing  committees ;  and  it  had  not 
heretofore  been  their  custom  to  take  notice  of 
friends  or  enemies  in  questions  of  this  kind,  or 
to  enter  into  an  inquiry  to  ascertain  who  were, 
or  who  were  not,  friendly  to  the  proposed 
measure.  He  believed  it  wonld  be  a  course  as 
unacceptable  as  it  was  nnoommon,  to  institute 
an  inqiuTT  in  every  oase  oi  this  slnd  for  the 


purpose  of  ascertaining  who  were  enemies  and 
who  were  friends  of  the  measure  proposed. 
He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
how  he  knew  that  the  Oommittee  on  Manufac- 
tures were,  or  would  be,  hostile  to  the  present 
bill.  How  does  he  know  that  the  C3ommittee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  or  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
are  friendly  to  it?  It  would  be  a  very  strange 
course  of  proceeding,  In  his  opinion,  to  insti- 
tute snch  an  inquiry.  Sir,  sua  Mr.  D.,  a  very 
important  ol^e^  to  be  attuned  by  referring 
bills  to  committees,  is,  to  enable  them  to  exam- 
ine, approve,  or  disapprove  of^  and  report  ao- 
cordingly— not  finally  to  decide  their  fate. 
For  instance,  if,  upon  examination  and  inquiry, 
they  should  see  that  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
posed measure  wonld  materially  injure  some 
important  interest,  it  woald  1>e  their  duty  to 
state  their  views  of  the  subject  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate.  It  was  the  province  of 
the  committee  simply  to  report  its  opinion — 
not  to  pass  or  rdect  the  bill.  Xo  committee, 
said  Mr.  D.,  caaibreak,  suppress,  or  deform  a 
bill.  They  can  only  report  upon  it ;  and  if 
the  report  does  not  meet  the  views  of  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  they  are  at  liberty  to  op- 
pose it  If  the  r^rt  is  delayed  beyond  the 
proper  time,  they  have  a  right  to  demand  its 
appearance,  by  a  rule  of  the  Senate  which  an* 
thorizes  a  call  npon  the  committee  for  a  report. 
The  committee,  Mr.  D.  said,  could  only  modify 
the  bill ;  they  had  no  power  to  control  it.  In 
conclusion,  he  hoped  uie  Senate  wonld  follow 
the  usual  practice,  and  refer  the  sabjeot  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Manufectures,  and 
afpreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Hessrs.  Bell,  Bockner,  Clay,  Dallas,  Dick- 
erson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  FrelinghujBen,  Heor 
dricks,  Hohnes,  Johnston,  Knight  Harey,  Kau- 
dain,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  RoUnson,  RngdM,  Bay- 
mour,  Silsbee,  TomUnson,  Waggaouui,  iVebstor, 
WilkioB— 28. 

Nats.— Ueasrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Foi^ 
sytb,  Omndy,  Hay ne.  Hill,  King,  Haognm,  Miller, 
Moore,  Smith,  Tiiewdl,  fHptMi,  troup,  Tyler, 
White— 18. 

After  the  oondderation  of  s  number  of  yxir 
vate  bills, 
The  SMiate  ai^ottmed  to  Uondi^. 

Monday,  January  9. 
£ank  qf  the  United  State$. 

Mr.  Dallas  presented  the  following  memo- 
rial from  the  President^  Directora,  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stotea : 
7b  the  SenaU  and  Btnm  of  Jtepreteniaiivct  the 
UniUd  Staie$  i»  Oon^ra$  tuaembUd : 

The  memorial  of  the  Prudent,  Directors,  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
name  and  in  behalf  of  the  stockholders  of  the  bank, 
respectfully  represents — 

Tliat  the  charter  of  the  bank  being  about  to  ez* 
pire  w  the  ith  of  Mardi,  1886,  your  memoriaUiti 
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deem  it  their  doty  to  invite  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  its  renewal. 

The  general  considerations  wbicli  caused  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  bank,  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  executed  the  duties  aseigned  to  it,  and  the 
reasons  which  recommend  its  continuance,  joor 
nieinorialiflta  forbear  to  disoon,  dnce,  of  these  sub- 
jects, your  hooorablo  bodies  are  more  competent 
and  appropriate  judges.  They  wiimwrefbre  merely 
sute  the  views  which  induce  their  applioatioQ  at 
this  time. 

Unless  the  question  is  decided  by  the  present 
Congress,  no  definitive  action  upon  it  can  be  ex- 
pected until  within  two,  years  of  the  expiration  of 
the  charter — a  period  before  which,  In  the  opinion 
of  yoar  memoriaUsts,  it  is  highly  ezpe^ent,  not 
merely  in  reference  to  the  institution  itself,  but  to 
the  more  important  interests  of  the  nation,  that  the 
determination  of  Congress  should  be  known.  In- 
dependently of  the  influence  which  the  bank  was 
designed  to  possess,  and  which  it  necessarily  exer- 
cises over  the  state  of  the  currency,  by  which  all 
the  pecuniary  traoaactiona  of  the  communis  are 
regulated,  its  own  immediate  opeifttions  are  eon- 
neoted  intimately  with  the  local  business  of  almost 
every  section  of  the  United  States,  with  the  com- 
mercial interchanges  between  the  several  States, 
and  the  interooozM  of  them  all  with  foreign  na- 
tions. 

Of  the  value  to  the  commnidty  of  the  system 
which,  after  long  and  anzloni  efforts,  and  at  great 
pecuniary  sacrilceg,  your  memoriaOats  have  at 
length  succeeded  in  establlshbig,  it  is  not  for  them 
to  speak ;  their  more  immediate  purpose  is  to  rep- 
resent, as  they  do,  moat  respectftuly,  that  the  con- 
tinuance or  desbnotion  of  Uiat  system,  thus  widely 
dHThsed  through  all  the  avenues  of  the  productive 
Industry  of  the  ooontry,  allbcting  aD  the  relations 
of  public  revenue  and  private  income,  and  contrib- 
uting to  f^re  stability  to  all  the  rewards  of  labor,  is 
aa  olitject  of  genenu  solicitude.  If,  satisfied  with 
the  practical  operations  of  the  institution,  your  hon- 
orable body  shall  deem  it  worthy  of  continuance, 
H  seems  expedient  to  relieve  the  country,  as  soon 
as  may  consist  with  mature  deliberation,  from  the 
unccrtidnty  in  which  all  private  transactions,  and 
all  public  improvements,  dependent  on  the  ftiture 
condition  of  the  currency,  and  amount  of  caf^tal 
disposable  for  those  objects,  must  necessarily  be 
involved  until  your  decinon  is  known.  If,  on  the 
other  band,  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  determine 
that  the  bank  must  cease  to  exist,  it  is  still  more 
important  that  the  country  should  begin  early  to 
prepare  for  tite  expected  ooaoge,  and  that  the  in- 
stitution should  have  aa  much  time  aa  pos^Ie  to 
execute  the  duty,  always  a  very  delicate  and  diffi- 
cult one,  of  aiding  the  community  to  seek  new 
chauDcls  of  business,  and,  by  gradual  and  genUe 
movements,  to  press  with  the  least  inconvenience 
on  the  great  interosta  connected  with  it. 

Voder  these  impressions  they  reiipcctf^y  request 
that  the  charter  of  the  bank  may  be  renewed. 

Bj order  of  the  Board  of  Directors: 

N.  BIDDLE,  Pmident, 

Ur.  Datxas  B^d,  'that  being  requested  to 
present  this  docnment  to  the  Senate,  praying 
for  a  renewal  of  the  existing  charter  of  the 
bank,  he  begged  to  be  iad^ged  in  making  a 
few  explaaatory  remarks.  With  uoheaitamig 
franknww,  he  wished  It  to  be  understood  hj 
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the  Senate,  by  the  good  commonwealth  wfaidi 
it  was  alike  his  doty  and  his  pride  to  represent 
with  fidelity  on  that  floor,  and  by  the  people 
generally,  that  this  application,  at  this  Ume^ 
had  been  discoaraged  by  him.  Actuated  muD- 
ly,  if  not  exelanTdy,  by  a  desire  to  preserve  to 
mo  nation  Uie  practical  benefits  of  the  instit*- 
tioD,  the  ezpediedcy  of  bringing  it  forward 
thus  eariy  in  the  term  of  its  inoorporstion, 
during  a  popnlar  representation  in  Congress, 
which  mnst  cease  to  exist  some  years  before 
that  term  expires,  and  on  the  eve  of  all  the  ex- 
citement incident  to  a  great  political  move- 
ment, struck  his  mind  as  more  than  doabtfol 
He  felt  deep  solioitnde  and  imprehension  lest, 
in  the  progress  of  inqatry,  ana  in  the  deTelo^h 
ment  of  views,  under  present  drcnmstaoces,  it 
might  be  drawn  into  real  or  imagined  OMiffiet 
with  some  higheTj  some  mcve  nvwite,  some 
more  immediate  wish  or  pnrpoae  vi  the  Ameri- 
can people. 

And  from  snch  a  conflict,  what  sinoere  friood 
of  this  nsefnl  establishment  woald  not  strive 
to  save  or  resone  it  by  at  least  a  temporary  for- 
bearance and  delay  f  Nevertheless,  his  oon- 
scions  inexperience  in  the  forms  and  contingen- 
cies of  legislation  inspired  a  distmst  of  his  own 
judgment  on  this  merdypreliminaiy  point.  The 
determinatiw  d  the  parties  Interested  may 
be,  mnst  be,  wiser  and  better;  and  he 
conld  not  bnt  fed  atrongly  impressed  by  the 
recollection  that  the  L^slature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia reoently,  and,  in  effect,  imanimoosly,  bad 
recommendi^  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
hank.  He  Blecame,  therefore,  a  willing,  as  be 
was  virtually  an  instmcted  agent,  in  promot- 
ing, to  the  extent  of  his  humble  ability,  an  ob- 
ject whidi,  however  dangerously  timed  its  in- 
trodaction  might  seem,  was  in  itself^  as  he  oon- 
oeived,  entitled,  to  every  oonsideratiim  and 
favor. 

Mr.  D.  oondaded  by  moving  that  the  me- 
morial lie  read,  and  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  of  five  in  number,  and  that  the 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers.  * 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  baUot  for  the 
committee,  and  the  following  gentlemen  wer« 
chosen  to  compose  it,  viz:  Ui.  Daixab,  Ur. 
Webbteb,  Hr.  jEwzko,  Mr.  Hats^  and  Hr. 

JOHHSTOS. 

TrasDAT,  January  10. 

£<mio/the  UiUttd  Statei. 

Mr,  Bkhton  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tions : 

Rttohtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
^  directed  to  Aimisfa  the  Senate  with  the  names  and 
tjtles  of  the  foreign  stockholders  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  if  any  document  in  his  office  wiO 
afibrd  that  information;  and.  If  not,  toendeanwte 
obtain  ttiat  informatioD  ftvm  the  bank  aforesitid.  and 
lay  tt  before  the  Senate  as  soon  aa  poeaitrfe,  with 
tlie  amount  of  stock  held  by  each.        ,  i 

Rwo^itdt  That  the  Secretary  of  theltoat^ 
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directed  to  la;  before  the  Senate  hiformation,  first, 
of  the  amount  of  debt  due  from  individuals  and 
bodies  corporate  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  iu  branehefl,  dledngulshinr  the  amount  secured 
br  mortgage  from  that  securea  b;  personal  security 
aume;  and  what  pwdon  of  said  drirta  are  oonsidered 
u  atao^K  aocominodaUona  to  the  cuetomers  of  add 
bank  and  Its  branches. 

Jieaolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  list  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  of  the  TToited  States,  and  of 
the  seTcral  branches,  and  a  ttatement  of  the  stock 
held  by  dtizena  of  the  United  Statsa,  with  the  num- 
ber of  shares  held  by  each,  and  the  State  or  Terri- 
tory of  their  reddence  ;  also,  the  amount  of  specie, 
acconUng  to  their  last  return,  hi  the  vaults  of  the 
bank  and  ita  branches,  distinguishing  the  part  which 
belongs  to  the  bank,  the  portion  belonging  to  indl- 
viduau,  and  to  the  United  States. 

Raaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  montblystate- 
menta  of  the  atUra  of  the  Bank  of  the  united 
Btalaafiir  th«  year  18S1. 

-The  bill  for  the  ereetioii  of  barracks,  qnar- 
terSf  and  BtbrehoQae&  and  the  pnrcihase  of  a 
rite,  in  tiie  vicinity  of  New  Orleans,  was  read 
the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  oAet 
Hoose. 

When  this  bill  was  put  on  its  passage, 
Mr.  SicTH,  of  Ifarylanc!,  rose  to  offer  some 
remarks  in  reply  to  assertions  which  had  been 
made  by  gentlemen  on  a  former  occasion, 
tonchiog  the  pablio  expenditares.  He  began 
by  tiayinf^  he  was  in  favor  of  the  present  bill, 
because  it  appropriated  money  for  an  object 
essential  to  the  icterests  of  a  weak  part  of  the 
Union ;  and  no  fear  of  censnra  for  increatdng 
the  annual  expenditure  of  the  nation  wonld  de- 
ter him  from  supporting  measures  which  he 
considered  neceasarr  and  oondadve  to  the  pnb- 
Uo  velCnre.  Our  doty,  said  Mr.  S.,  is  para- 
mount to  every  connderation  of  this  kind.  I 
care  not  whether  the  expenses  of  the  present 
Administration  have,  or  have  not,  exceeded  that 
of  any  other  Administration ;  my  sole  view  is 
to  provide  for  wh^  is  necessary,  and  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill  appear  to  me  to  be  of  this 
character. 

On  a  late  occanon,  siud  Mr.  S.,  a  hill  in 
which  I  felt  a  deep  interest,  was  rejected  on 
the  ground  that  it  increased  the  public  ex- 
penses. It  did  not.  It  merely  anthtnized  an 
apprc^riatiott  of  two  hundred  tiionsand  dollars 
per  annum,  instead  of  the  annual  sum  of  one 
hondred  thoosand  dollars,  and  would  have  eaa- 
bled  the  Execntive  to  arm  the  fortifications  in 
ten  instead  of  twenty  years.  The  ailment 
was  then  urged,  that  the  annnd  expenses  of 
the  Grovemment  went  on  increasing.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Uissonri  (Mr.  BsirroN)  distinctly  said 
"  that  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  had 
nearly  douUed  since  he  took  a  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate." Thia  assertion  was  considered  essentially 
correct  by  ^e  Senator  from  Booth  Oarolina, 
(Mr.  Hatio.)    The  sssertion  thoa  broadly 


made  by  Senators  of  such  high  standing,  and 
generally  so  very  correct — ^by  Senators  who 
are  so  highly  appreciated,  could  not  fail  to  have 
great  influence  on  this  body.  I  confess,  Mr, 
President,  that  I  then  thought  they  were  mis- 
taken, and  I  answered  them  gnardeiJIy.  I  did 
not  positively  deny  the  assertion.  I  somewhat 
doubted  my  own  opinion,  when  opposed  to  the 
positive  assertions  of  gentlemen  for  whom  I 
entertain  great  respect.  When  the  Senate  ad- 
journed on  that  day,  I  remarke<^  to  a  Senator 
that  I  thong^t  those  gentlemen  had  committed 
a  great  error.  He  replied  that  he  thonght 
their  statements  correct.  This  induced  me  to 
reflect  on  the  subject,  and  to  see  whether  I 
could  not  ascertain  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  the 
assertion,  I  found  that  the  Senator  (Mr.  Bbh- 
ton)  had  taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate  at  the 
session  of  1831-22 ;  of  course  the  expendi- 
tures ibr  the  year  1822  were  those  which  he 
asserted  had  been  nearly  doubled  since  he  came 
into  the  Senate.  I  saw  how  I  could  obtain  the 
desired  inforraatioQ.  I  caused  a  statement  to 
be  made  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  S!Bcre- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  fhnn  the  year  1823  to 
18S0,  both  years  Indurive.  In  order  to  avoid 
any  error  in  this  statement  I  sent  it  to  the 
Treasury  for  the  purpose  of  being  minutely  ex- 
amined. It  has  been  returned  to  me  as  per- 
fectly correct ;  and  I  was  referred  to  the  book 
called  "  Receipts  and  Exponditores  for  the  year 
1830,"  lately  delivered  to  each  Senator,  for  a 
full  view  of  the  expenses  for  a  series  of  years, 
and  I  found  a  perfect  accordance  with  the 
statement  I  had  prepared.  So  that  the  exposd 
which  I  propose  to  give,  is,  I  may  truly  say, 
foonded  on  facta,  leaving  nothing  vague  or  de- 
rived from  oonjectnre.  The  book  to  which  I 
have  allnded,  I  bnmediately  sent  to  the  Balti- 
more library  witiiout  inspecting  it.'  I  had  no 
idea  of  loolong  in  it  for  the  delailwl  statement 
of  onr  expenditares.  Every  Senator  has  the 
book,  and  can,  at  his  leisure,  compare  it  with 
the  view  whicn  I  propose  to  give ;  in  which  I 
flatter  myself  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  the 
Senators  from  Missouri  and  South  Carolina, 
have  been  mistaken;  that  the  expenses  have 
not  nearly  doubled,  nor  increased — in  fact,  if 
the  expenditure  in  one  year  exceed  thirteen 
millions,  the  next  yew  falls  below  that  amount ; 
and  that  the  average  expenditure  of  tiie  last 
nine  years,  say  1622  to  168(1  both  inclusive, 
amonnta  cmly  to  the  sum  of  twelve  million 
tiiree  hundred  and  seventy  thonaand  four  hon- 
dred and  thirty-one  dollars. 

A  superficial  reader,  Mr.  President,  when  be 
looks  at  the  public  expenditures,  most  generally 
will  look  at  the  sum  total  of  each  year,  and 
will  conclude  that  the  expenses  have  been 
higher  or  lower  than  usual.  He  has  no  partic- 
ular object  in  view,  and  will  not  give  himself 
the  trouble  to  investigate  the  causes  which  cre- 
ate the  large  or  small  expenditures  of  any  one 
year.  Thus,  he  may  look  at  the  expenses  of 
1817,  and  will  find  the  total  amount  to  have 
been  the  enormous  sum  of  $40,877,616.  He 
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then  turns  to  the  year  1818,  and  flndfl  Uie  total 
expenditures  of  that  ;ear  to  amount  to  tihe  sum 
of  $86,104,876.  He  takes  the  ^ear  1619,  and 
finds  the  expenses  only  $34,004,199,  and  con- 
dades  in  his  own  mind  that  the  Congresa  of 
1817  and  1818  mnet  have  been  extravagant  in 
thMr  appropriations  of  the  public  money,  and 
the  Executire  no  better.  When,  if  he  had  in- 
Testisated  the  subject  fully,  he  would  have 
found  that  there  had  been  paid  in  1817,  towards 
the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  the  un- 
usual sum  of  $26,4S8,886,  thna  reducing  the 
ordinary  expenses  ftf  ihe  Government  to  tlitf 
snm  of  $16,464,609 ;  that,  in  tha  year  1818, 
there  had  been  paid  towards  the  redemption 
the  pnblio  debt  the  nun  of  $21,296,001,  thus 
maikmg  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
emnarait  amount  to  the  sum  of  $18,908,678. 
The  expenditure,  independently  of  the  payment 
on  account  of  the  debt,  amounted  to  $16,300,278 
in  the  year  1819.  This  increase  arose  from 
various  causes  not  necessary  to  detail.  There 
was  paid  towards  the  public  debt  in  the  year 
1819\he  sum  of  $7,708,926  only.  This  dimi- 
nntion  of  payment  is  attributable  to  the  fact 
that  there  was  Utile  of  the  principal  of  the 
pnblie  debt  then  payable. 

I  will  now  come,  Ur.  President,  to  my  prin- 
cipal object.  It  is  tibe  assertion,  "  tliat,  since 
the  year  1831,  the  expenses  of  the  Govem- 
,ment  had  nearly  donbled and  I  trust  I  shall 
be  able  to  show  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
(Ifr.  Bentok)  had  been  nnder  some  misappre- 
hension. The  Senate  are  aware  of  the  effect 
which  such  an  assertion,  coming  from  such 
hi^  authority,  must  have  upon  the  pnblio 
mmd.  It  certunly  had  its  effect,  even  upon 
this  enlightened  body.  I  mentions  to  an  hon- 
orable Senator  a  few  days  since,  that  the  aver- 
age ordinary  expenditore  of  the  Government 
fOT  the  last  nine  years  did  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  twelve  and  a  half  millions.  But,  arUd  the 
Senator,  the  expenditures  have  greatly  in- 
creased daring  that  period.  I  told  him  I 
thought  tbey  had  not ;  and  I  now  proceed  to 
prove,  that,  with  the  exception  of  four  years, 
viz.,  1821,  1822,  1823,  and  1624,  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government  have  not  increased. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  show  the  causes  of  the  re- 
duction of  expenses  during  those  years,  and 
that  they  afford  no  criteria  by  which  to  judge 
of  the  necessary  expenses  of  Government,  and 
tliat  they  are  exceptions  to  the  general  of 
expenditures,  arismg  from  pardonlar  causes. 
But  even  they  exhibit  an  expenditure  &r  above 
t^e  one-half  of  the  present  annual  ordinary  ex- 
penses. . 

In  the  year  1823,  which  was  the  period  when 
the  Senator  from  Hissouri  (Mr.  Benton)  took 
his  seat  in  tlio  Senate,  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Government  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
$9,827,643.  The  ezpensea  of  the  year  1828 
amounted  to  $9,784,154.  I  proceed,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  show  the  cause  which  thus  reduced 
the  ordinary  expenses  daring  these  years.  I 
speak  in  the  presence  of  gentlemen,  some  of 
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whom  were  then  in  the  House  Representa- 
tives, and  will  correct  me  if  my  reoolleetion 
should  lead  me  into  error.  During  the  session 
of  the  vear  1819-*80,  the  Fnsident  adied  a 
loan,  I  uiink,  of  five  minions,  to  defray  the  ex- 

Senses  of  the  Government,  which  be  had 
eemed  necessary,  and  for  which  estimates  had, 
as  usual,  been  laid  before  Congress,  A  loan  of 
three  millions  only  was  granted ;  and,  in  the 
next  session,  anotiiier  loaa  of,  I  think,  seven 
millions  was  asked,  in  order  to  enable  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  meet  the  amount  of  expenses  esti- 
mated for,  as  necessary  for  the  year  1891.  A 
loan  of  five  ndllions  was  granted,  and  in  the 
Bucceeding  year  another  loan  of  live  hundred 
thousand  dollars  was  asked,  and  refused.  Oon- 
gress  were  dissatisfied  that  loans  should  l>e  re- 
quired in  time  of  profound  peace,  to  meet  the 
common  expenses  of  the  nation,  and  tbey  re- 
fused to  grant  the  amount  asked  for  In  the  esti- 
mates, although  this  amount  would  hare  been 
granted  if  there  had  been  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury to  meet  them,  without  resorting  to  loans. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (and  it  was 
rapported  1^  Uie  House)  leaBened  some  of  the 
items  esdtnated  for,  and  refined  othets.  So 
item,  except  saoh  aa  was  indi^ensably  iMoe*' 
sary,  was  granted.  By  the  aooptiw  ot  this 
course,  the  expenditnree  were  redooed,  in  18S1, 
to  $10,728,479,  and  to  the  earns  already  men- 
tioned for  the  two  years,  1822  and  1828,  and 
the  current  expenses  of  182^  $10,880,144. 
The  consequence  was,  that  the  lYeaaury  was 
restored  to  a  sound  state,  so  that  Congress  was 
enabled,  in  the  year  1826,  to  appropriate  the 
full  amount  of  the  estimate.  The  expenditures 
of  1824  amounted  to  $16,880,144.  This  largo 
expenditure  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  payment 
made  to  Spain  in  that  year,  of  $6,001X000  fur 
the  purchase  of  ilorida.  I  entertained  doobta 
whether  I  ought  to  indnde  this  som  in  the  ex- 
penditures; but,  on  fall  con«deration,  I  deemed 
it  proper  to  indnde  it.  It  may  be  said  that  it 
was  an  extraordinary  payment,  and  such  as 
oonld  not  again  occur.  So  is  the  payment  on 
account  of  awards  under  the  treaty  of  Ghnit, 
in  1827  and  1828,  amounting  to  $1,188,716. 
Of  the  same  character,  too,  ara  the  payments 
made  for  the  purchase  of  lands  frcmt  the  In- 
dians; for  the  removal  of  the  Indians;  for 
payments  to  the  several  States  for  moneys  ad- 
vanced during  the  late  war ;  and  a  vari^  of 
other  extraordinary  charges  on  the  Treaaury. 
The  p^ment  on  aeooont  of  the  purchase  of 
Florida  hqtpened  in  tito  last  aeren  yean;  and 
if  this  sum  were  deducted  from  the  exprnO- 
tores  of  1834,  it  would  exhibit  a  great  redno- 
tion  in  the  expenses  of  the  last  seven  year^ 
when  contrasted  with  those  of  the  seven  years 
between  1817  and  1828,  both  years  inelamve. 
The  comparison  of  average  expenses  between 
the  first  seven  years,  oontrastea  with  the  last 
seven  years,  would  then  amonnt  to  $12,788,837 
for  the  first  period,  and  $13,888,868  for  the 
latter  period;  which  wot^  show  an  actual 
average  decrease  of  $t44,4S9  between  thasa 
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poriodB.  This  decrease  ooold  be  rendered 
mnoh  graater,  If  the  other  extraordinary  ex- 
penditona  to  .which  I  have  referred  were  also 
oedBoted  in  the  compariBtxi.  Hie  rahseqneDt 
years  being  jeem  when  no  deduotiona  were 
made  from  the  eetimatea,  it  will  be  seen  to  vary 
altematoly. 
Ll  the  year  1826,  the  ezpouea  were 

$11,490,400 
1826,      -      -    .  18,062,816 
18ar,      -      -  13,663,096 
1828,      -      -  18,296,041 
1889,      -      -  12,660,490 
1830,      •      -  18,229,588 
It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  show  that  the 
averse  expenditures  of  the  Government  for 
theaanine  yeara,      from  1822  to  1880,  both  ia- 
elnnve,  amount  only  to  the  snm  of  113,870,481. 
A  connderable  part  of  these  expeoditores  has 
arisen  from  extraordinary  charges  ou  the  Treas- 
ury, saeh  as,  for  the  removal  of  the  Indiana ; 
the  pnrdiase  of -their  lands;  the  payment  of 
the  States  for  the  advances  made  by  them  dar- 
ing the  late  war;  for  property  destroyed  by 
the  enemy ;  and  for  payment  of  awards  under 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  amount- 
ing to  $1,188,719.    A  navy  has  been  created, 
and  onr  national  Sag  floats  proudly  on  every 
sea.   Imraenae  fortifications  have  been  erected. 
Arsen^  lave  been  built  in  difiierent  parts  of 
the  Union,  and  filled  with  small  anna  and  the 
inanitions  oi  war.  The  onW  wonder  is,  that 
ao  mnoh  haa  been  done,  with  snoh  limited  ez- 
praiditares. 

I  think  I  have  ahown,  Mr.  President,  "  that 
the  expenditures  of  the  Government  have  not 
nearly  doubled  since  the  year  1831 ;"  nor  do  I 
think  that  there  has  been  any  increase.  If 
there  had  been  any,  the  fiwlt  would  rest  with 
Congress, 

It  haa  been  said,  Mr.  President,  "that  the 
expenses  of  the  Government  increase  annnally, 
and  go  on  increasing."  With  a  view  of  test- 
ing udB  assertion,  and  also  of  MucidaUng  this 
an^eoty  I  trnst  I  shall  be  permitted  to  in&tnte 
a  ft  w  oompariaons.  The  first  will  be  between 
the  expeaoitares  at  the  four  years,  1817,  1818, 
1819f  and  1890,  with  those  of  the  four  years, 
1827,  1828, 1829,  and  1830.  I  find,  on  exami- 
natUm,  that  the  avwage  expenses  of  the  first 
foor  years  amount  to  Uie  sum  of  $14,699,521, 
and  of  the  last  four  years  to  the  snm  of 
$12,950,790,  showing  a  decrease  in  the  public 
expenditures  exceeding  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars;  thas  amply  contradicting  the  asser- 
tion, tlut  the  pubUc  expenditures  "  go  on  in- 
creasing." The  second  com{«rison  I  shall 
make  will  be  between  the  four  yearst  1829, 
1824^  1825,  and  1826.  with  those  of  1827,  1828, 
1829,  aod  1680.  I  find  that  the  average  ex- 
p^iae  of  tiie  first  four  years  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  $12,416,768,  and  tlw  last  fnur  years  to 
$12,969,7110,  showmg  an  average  increase  of 
$543,023,  or  an  annual  average  increase  of 
$185,765,  inconsiderable  in  amount,  «id  arising 
frtm.  the  reduced  eqwoditures  in  the  year  I 


1828,  the  cause  for  which  has  been  already 
stated,  and  to  the  payment  in  1880  of  the  Mas- 
sacboaetts  miUtla  claim  of  four  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  d<^ars.  Were  it  not  for  the 
payment  of  this  latter  c^hu  in  1880,  the  com- 
parison would  have  shown  a  difi'erent  result. 
The  true  test  is  to  be  found  in  comparing  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government  in  those  years 
when  Congress  were  not  restricted  in  tiie  ex- 
penditures by  reason  of  a  scanty  Treasury. 

The  next  compuison  I  offer,  witl  be  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  seven  years  from  1817  to 
1823,  both  years  inclusive,  with  those  of  the 
seven  subsequent  years,  beginning  with  the 
year  1824  to  1830,  both  inclusive,  and  I  find 
that  the  annual  average  expenditure  of  the 
first  seven  years  amounts  to  $12,788,887,  and 
of  the  last  seven  years  tothesnm  of  $18,108,154 
—presenting  on  inconsiderable  increase,  which 
is  entirely  ottrtbatable  to  the  fiuit  that  redno- 
tions  bad  1}een  made  in  the  years  1831,  1823, 
1823,  and  1824,  on  acoonnt  of  a  scanty  Treas- 
ury, which  redactions,  in  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Government,  had  bad  a  tendency 
to  cause  an  increase  of  expenditures  in  the 
succeeding  years.  These  reuuctions  were  not 
savings ;  they  were  a  mere  temporary  diminu- 
tion of  necessary  expenditures.  The  mtijority 
of  the  objects  thus  reduced,  or  alt<^ther  re- 
ftasetL  were,  in  the  snbsequmt  year^  pro- 
vided for. 

.It  is  perfectly  fidr,  Mr.  Preudent,  to  compare 
a  series  of  years  with  an  equal  number  (tf 
years ;  bat  it  is  neither  fair  nor  just  to  select 
one  year,  and  to  compare  it  with  another.  I 
speak  with  reference  to  the  annual  ordinary 
expenditures.  Wonld  it  be  fair  towards  the 
late  President  Monroe,  to  compare  the  expenses 
of  the  last  year  of  his  Administration,  amount- 
mg  to  $15,830,144,  with  the  first  year  of  Mr. 
Adams's  Administration,  which  amounted  only 
to  11,490,549  dollars?  Would  it  be  proper  to 
compare  the  expenditures  of  the  last  year  of 
Mr.  Adams's  Administration,  which  amounted 
to  $18,296,041,  witii  the  first  year  of  Pres- 
ident JaoEson'a  Adminisbution,  wUch  was 
$12,660,490  ?  Oertainly  not  To  do  sa  wonld 
be  committii^  an  act  of  political  injustice,  and 
yet  I  have  seen  this  done .  But,  if  yon  com- 
pare the  lost  year  of  Mr.  Adams's  Administra- 
tion with  the  second  year  of  President  Jack- 
son's, ($12,229,638,)  little  difference  hi  the  ex- 
penses will  be  found  to  exist. 

I  have,  Mr.  President,  shown  to  my  own  sat- 
isfiutioQ,  and,  I  trust,  to  that  of  the  Senate, 
tliat  the  expenses  of  the  Government  hare 
not  only  not  nearly  doubled  since  the  year  1821 
— (unless  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  18,396,041 
dollars,  being  the  expeoditnres  In  1828,  be 
nearly  double  the  sum  of  $0,827,648,  the 
amount  of  expenditnres  of  1832)— have  not 
increased,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  actually 
decreased.  I  have  taken  for  tbe  investigation 
of  the  subject  the  eight  years  of  the  late  Pres- 
ident Monroe's  Administration,-  the  four  years 
oi  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  the 
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two  yean  of  Preeideot  Jaokson's  Administr*- 
ticm,  to  which  the  aooonnta  are  made  np  at  the 
Tniaarj ;  and  in  tbia  ioTestimtioa  and  oom- 
parison  I  have  oareftdly  arched  ereiy  tiling  of 
a  part;r  eomplezion.  . 

HeTing  been  a  member  of^  and  for  Beveral 
rears  Olmirman  of  the  Committee  of  Wajs  and 
Means  in  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  aad 
having  alM>  been  Cbunnan  of  the  Ck>mmittee 
on  Finance  in  the  Senate,  I  consider  it  an  im- 
plied reflection  on  those  committees  that  they 
had  seen  with  indifference  ^be  expenses  of  the 
Government  annnaUy  increasing,  and  actually 
nearly  doabling  in  nine  years.  I  have  there- 
fore deemed  it  incumbent  upon  me,  in  partion- 
lar,  to  make  the  necessary  inTeatigation  of  this 
Bo^jeet,  and  to  present  to  the  Senate  the  ez- 
tenilTe  view  I  have  enbrnitted  in  relation  to  • 
matter  whicbkhas  so  freqnentlv  bera  misrepre- 
aeoted,  and  which  I  tmst  will  bo  considered  a 
raflQoient  ^xdogy  for  having  ocoained  so  mnoh 

the  time  d  the  Senate. 

Exhibit,  showing  the  expenditures  of  the  Govem- 
ment  of  ^  United  States,  exclusive  of  the  psy- 
mmts  on  aooount  of  the  pnblic  debt,  from  the 
year  1B17  to  1680^  both  bicliislre. 


Yean. 

Expenditarts. 

Yean. 

ExpeTtdituret. 

1817  • 

$16,4M,«09  92 

1824  ' 

|1 6,880,144  81 

1818  - 

18,908,878  78 

1825  - 

11,490,469  84 

1819  • 

18,800,278  44 

1826  - 

13,068,816  27 

1820  - 

18,134,680  67 

1827  - 

12,663,096  66 

1821  - 

10,723,479  07 

1628  - 

18,296,041  46 

1822  - 

9,827,643  61 

1829  - 

12,660,490  62 

1623  - 

9,784,164  69 

1880  - 

13,229,638  88 

}£r.  Bkhto:^  rose  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from 
Uaryland.  Mr.  B.  said  that  a  remark  of  his, 
in  a  former  debate,  seemed  to  have  been  the 
oocaaion  cHt  the  elaborate  finandal  atatemente 
Thic^  the  Senator  from  Maryland  had  Just 
gone  throngh.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  made  the 
remark  in  debate ;  it  was  a  general  one,  and 
not  to  be  treated  as  an  accoimt  stated  by  an 
acconnting  officer.  His  remark  was,  that  the 
pnblic  expenditore  bad  nearly  doubled  since  he 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Senate.  Neither 
the  words  used,  nor  the  mode  of  the  expres- 
sion, implied  the  accuracy  of  an  account ;  it 
was  a  remark  to  signify  a  great  and  inordinate 
increase  in  a  comparatively  short  time.  He 
had  not  come  to  tiie  Senate  this  day  with  the 
least  expectation  of  being  called  to  jostify  that 
remark,  or  to  hear  a  long  arraignment  <tf  it 
argued ;  bnt  he  was  ready  at  all  times  to  Jns- 
tify,  and  he  wwU  quickly  do  it.  Mr.  B.  add 
that  when  he  made  the  remark,  he  had  no 
statement  of  accounts  in  his  eye,  but  he  had 
two  great  and  broad  facta  before  him,  which  all 
the  figures  and  calculations  npon  earth,  and  all 
die  componnd  and  comparative  statements  of 
arithmeticians,  could  nut  shake  or  alter,  which 
were — first,  that  since  he  came  into  the  Senate, 
the  machinery  qf  this  Government  was  worked 
for  Iwtween  eight  and  nine  millions  of  dollars ; 
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and,  secondly,  the  aotoal  paymenta  for  the  last 
year,  in  the  Bm^ent^s  Meeaage,  were  aboot 
fourteen  millions  and  thne^iunera,  The  warn 
estimated  for  the  future  ezpenditarea,  by  the 
Seoretarr  of  the  Treasnry,  was  thirteen  and  a 
half  miuions ;  hut  fifteen  millions  were  recom- 
mended by  him  to  be  levied  to  meet  increased 
ezpenditoree.  Mr.  B.  said  these  were  two 
great  facts  which  he  bad  in  his  eye,  and  which 
he  would  justify.  He  would  prodace  no  proofs 
as  to  the  second  o€  his  facta,  because  the  Fr«si- 
dent's  Message  and  the  Secretary's  report  were 
BO  recentiy  sent  in,  and  so  univervally  reprint- 
edf  that  every  person  could  recollect,  or  turn  to 
their  oootenta,  and  yvnSj  his  statement  npcm 
their  own  ezaninaU«k  or  raoolleetioii.  Be 
wonld  Teiify  his  first  attttonmit  only  proofiL 
and  for  that  purpose  would  refer  to  the  det^ed 
statementa  of  the  public  expenditorea,  com- 
piled by  Van  Zandt  and  Vattoaton,  and  for 
which  be  had  just  sent  to  the  room  of  tiie  See- 
retary  of  the  Senate.  Kr.  B.  wonld  take  tbe 
years  1822-'8 ;  for  he  was  not  ^ple  enongh 
to  take  the  years  before  the  redaction  of  the 
army,  when  he  waa  looking  fat  the  lowest  ex- 
penditure. Four  thousand  men  were  dis- 
banded, and  had  remained  disbanded  ever 
sinoe ;  they  were  disbanded  since  he  came  into 
the  Senate ;  he  would  therefore  date  from  that 
rednction.  Thia  would  bring  him  to  the  yesn 
18S&-'8,  when  yoo,  sir,  (the  Vice  FnsideaL) 
was  Secretary  of  War.  what  was  the  wbtriia 
expencUtmw  of  tbe  Govemmnt  for  eaoh  ti 
those  years  t  It  stood  thus : 

18SS,  $17,676,692  6S 

1888,  15,314,171  00 

These  two  sums  include  every  head  of  ex- 
penditure— they  include  public  debt,  roTcda- 
tionary  and  invalid  pensions;  three  heads  ol 
temporary  expenditnn.  Hie  Myments  m  ac- 
count of  the  pnUio  d^t  in  tliose  two  yesrs^ 
were — 

In  1822,  $7,848,919  IS 

1828,  6,680,016  41 

Deduct  these  two  Bums  from  the  total  ex- 
penditure of  the  yean  to  wMeh  they  refer,  md 
you  will  have — 

For  1822,  $9,727,673  41 

1823,  9,784,166  69 

The  pendinit  for  those  jMrs  w«e— 

Revdutionecry.      Iwtalid,  AggngaU. 
1822,  $1,642,690  94  $306,608  46  $1,947,199  40 
1828,    1,449,097  04     881,491  48     1,780,688  S2 

Now,  deduct  these  pendons  from  the  years 
to  which  they  refer,  and  yon  will  have  Jost 
about  $8,000,000  as  the  expense  of  woning 
the  machinery  of  the  Government  at  the  pe- 
riod which  I  had  in  my  eye.  Bnt  the  pensions 
have  not  yet  totally  ceased ;  they  are  mnch 
diminished  since  18!&,  1823,  and  in  a  few  years 
must  cease.  The  revolutionary  pemnonere  must 
now  average  seventy  years  of  age ;  their  sti- 
pends will  soon  cease.  I  hold  myself  well  jus- 
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tified,  then,  in  aajing,  as  I  did,  that  the  expen- 
ditares  of  the  Qovernment  have  nearly  doubled 
in  mj  Ume.  The  remark  had  no  r^erence  to 
Administrations.  There  was  nothing  oompara- 
tive  in  it;  nothing  intended  to  put  ap,  or  put 
down,  any  body.  The  bnrdena  at  toe  people 
is  the  <Milj  thing  I  wish  to  pot  down.  My  ser- 
Tiee  in  the  Senate  has  extended  under  tiiree 
Adminifltrations,  and  my  periods  of  oalonlation 
extend  to  all  three.  Hy  opinion  now  is,  that 
the  Buehinery  of  this  Government,  after  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  should  be  worked 
for  ten  millions  or  less,  and  two  millions  more 
for  extraordiofuies ;  in  all  twelve  millions ;  but 
this  ia  a  point  for  fiitnre  discussion.  My  pres- 
ent otgeet  is  to  show  a  great  increase  in  a  shprt 
time ;  and  to  ^ow  that,  not  to  affect  individu- 
als, bnt  to  show  the  necessity  of  practising 
what  we  all  pro&ss — eoonomy.  I  am  against 
keeping  ap  a  revenue,  after  tiie  debt  and  pen- 
sioHB  are  paid,  as  large,  or  nearly  as  large,  as 
tilie  ex^nditore  was  in  IMS,  1828,  with  these 
Umns  inoladed.  I  am  for  throwing  down  my 
hwd,  when  I  get  to  the  end  of  my  Journey.  I 
am  for  throwing  off  the  burden  (tf  the  debt, 
when  I  get  to  we  end  of  tiie  debt.  Tlie  har- 
den of  the  debt  is  the  taxes  levied  cm  acooant 
of  it.  I  am  for  abollstiing  these  taxes ;  and 
this  Is  the  great  question  upon  whioh  parties 
now  go  to  trial  befi>re  the  American  people. 
One  word  more,  and  I  am  done  fbr  the  present. 
The  8enatw  from  Maryland,  to  make  up  a 
goodly  average  fbr  1822  and  1823,  adds  the 
expenditure  of  1884,  wldoh  indndes,  besides 
rizteen  millions  and  a  half  for  tlie  pablio  debt, 
and  a  million  and  a  half  fbr  pen^ns,  the  som 
of  five  millions  for  the  purchase  of  RoridsL 
Bir,  he  mnst  deduct  twenty-two  millions  from 
th«t  eomputation  ;  and  that  dedaotion  will 
brin^  his  average  for  those  years  to  agree  very 
doeely  with  my  statement 

2Cr.  HATifi  said  that  he  had  been  called  upon 
nnexpectedly  to  answer  for  his  remarks  made  a 
few  days  ago  on  another  bill.  If  he  had  been 
aware  of  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  ha  should  have  tf^en  the  puns  to 
be  prepared  with  statements  to  make  out  the 
oorreotness  of  the  assertion  allnded  to.  He 
It  must  be  reodleoted  tiiat  it  was  not  his 
asserllon  that  the  "  rapenses  were  nearly 
doabled."  That  had  been  the  assertion  of  the 
senUeman  from  Missouri;  and  it  had  struck 
bim  so  forcibly,  that  ho  had  merely  adverted 
to  the  languaoB  of  that  eentlemaa  in  his  snb- 
sequent  reniarks,  and  added,  that  the  expendi- 
tnres  of  Uie  Government  had  been  annually  in- 
coreaatng  ever  since  he  had  been  in  the  Senate. 
For  this  additional  assertiouj  and  for  that  alone, 
he  stood  responsible ;  and  if  he  was  mistaken 
in  that  remark,  he  was  never  so  much  mis- 
taken in  any  poiut  in  the  whole  coarse  of  bis 
liCs.  He  was  still  oonfident  of  its  correctness ; 
and  he  trasted  thst,  befbre  this  matter  was 
dcme  with,  he  should  be  able  to  satiny  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  country  that  it  was  not  he,  bat 
the  Ghahrman  of  the  Cktmmittee  on  Slnanoe^ 
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who  was  mistaken.  He  did  not  intend  to  do 
this,  however,  by  any  comparison  of  a  series  of 
years  and  generu  averages,  as  that  gentleman 
had  done,  but  he  should  submit  a  resolution  to 
the  Senate,  oallmg  for  the  necessary  informa- 
tion in  zel^on  to  the  expenditures  daring  the 
time  mentioned,  from  the  proper  officer  <tf  the 
department;  and  the  resnlt  of  that  state- 
ment did  not  make  out  his  assertion  to  be  cor- 
root,  he  would  acknowledge  his  error,  and 
abide  by  that  decision ;  and  he  expected  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  would  do  the  same. 
Mr.  H.  sud  that  if  the  event  should  show  him 
in  an  error,  it  was  that  gentleiTian's  fault,  for 
he  had  led  him  into  the  error,  if  an  error  it 
wis,  which,  however,  he  did  not  believe.  He 
had  led  him  to  believe  that  there  was  an  in- 
creased expenditure,  by  his  repeated  attempts 
to  justify  the  fact,  by  ni^ng  the  necesMty  of 
an  increase  to  keep  pace  with  the  times.  Sir, 
Bud  Mr.  H.,  can  I  forget  that  it  had  been  jrab- 
lioly  stated  that,  in  Ibe  two  first  years  of  the 
present  Administration,  the  «tpendituresof  the 
Government  on  internal  improvements  were 
greater  than  during  the  lAole  four  years  of  the 
late  Administration  ?  Can  I  forget  the  fact  I 
have  never  seen  denied  by  the  friends  of  the 
present  Administration,  though  repeatedly  rung 
in  their  ears }  Bnt,  on  the  contrary,  they  have 
uniformly  muntained  that  this  increase  was. 
occasioned  by  appropriations  under  the  previ- 
ous Administration.  Can  I  forget  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  has  told  the  Senate  that 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance to  reduce  tbe  revenue  to  fifteen  millions 
after  the  extinctum  of  the  public  debt,  because 
that  som  would  probably  be  wanted  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  Government.  Where,  said 
Mr.  H.,  shall  we  find  the  boasted  diminution  of 
the  expenses  of  this  Government  t  Shidl  we 
find  it  in  the  civil  list,  or  diplomatic  int^- 
course?  Shall  we  find  it  in  tiie  army,  tiie 
navy,  or  in  any  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment 1  On  the  contrary,  has  it  been  oar  con- 
stant policy  to  create  new  ofSces,  and  enlai^ 
the  salaries  of  those  already  existing  ? 

But,  said  Mr.  H.,  we  will  have  this  matter 
determined  by  an  appeal  to  facts  which  cannot 
deceive  as,  wnioh  the  proposed  resolntimi  will 
elicit.  .  • 

How  can  the  gentleman  suppose  that  I 
should  imagine  the  expenditures  were  not  in- 
creased, in  the  face  of  all  those  facts  which  the 
gentleman  himself  has  admitted  t  Have  I  not, 
sud  Mr.  H.,  risen  in  my  place,  repeatedly,  to 
oppose  the  various  new  appropriations  which 
have  been  called  for,  and  received  for  answer 
that  the  increased  wants  of  our  growing  conn- 
try  reqaired  tiiemt  If  mistaken,  therefore, 
the  fault  lies  upon  those  who,  having  our 
finances  in  charge,  could  long  tunce  have  cor- 
rected the  aappoaed  error.  He  was  persuaded, 
howerer  there  was  no  error — there  could  be 
none,  uideed,  be  understood  the  gentieman 
himself  to  show  an  average  increase  of  the  ex- 
peoditnres.  And  how  oould  it  be  othenrise  f 
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The  gentleman  from  Hinonri,  in  referring  back 

to  tlie  documents  this  morning,  states  the  aver- 
age expenditures,  for  some  years  back,  at  nine 
millions ;  the  Senator  from  Maryland  givee  the 
ftTerage  of  the  few  last  years  at  twelve  mil- 
lions; and  that  Senator  himself  only  a  few 
days  ago,  set  down  the  future  average  at  fifteen 
mUlioDS.  And  yet  we  are  grav^y  told  oar  ei- 
penaea  are  not  increaring. 


FkiDAT,  January  20. 

Bmk  ^  CA«  VniUi  Statm—Jlhgal  Omrmev. 

ytr.  BflNTON  rose  to  ask  leave  to  Inlrodnee 
the  following  reeolntton,  of  whUsh  he  had  given 
notice  some  days  ago,  viz : 

A.  joint  resolution  declantory  of  the  roetoiog  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes 
oD  the  subject  of  the  paper  correnoy  to  be  Is- 
sued by  the  Bank. 
Be  it  rtaoived  fry  tkt  BenttU  and  Hmue  of  Reprt- 
t»ntative»  of  the  United  State*  of  America  in  Con' 
greet  aseemiled,  That  the  paper  curre&oy,  in  the 
form  of  orders,  drawn^y  ^e  presidents  of  the  of- 
Bcei  of  diseoQ&t  tod  deposit  on  the  cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statm,  is  not  authorized  by  any 
thing  contsined  in  the  charter,  and  that  tlie  said 
currency  is,  sod  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  illegal, 
and  that  the  same  ooght  to  be  sBKiressed. 

Ur.  Bbstoit  rose  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  his 
promised  resolution  on  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency. He  sdd  he  had  given  his  notice  for  the 
leave  be  was  about  to  aak,  witboat  concerting 
or  consulting  with  any  member  of  the  Senate. 
The  object  of  his  resolution  was  judicial,  not 
political ;  and  he  had  treated  the  Senators,  not 
as  connsellors,  bat  as  fudges.  He  bad  con- 
versed with  no  one,  neither  friend  nor  adver- 
sary ;  not  through  contempt  of  counsel,  or  fear 
^oppoution,  bnt  from  a  just  and  rigoroua  re- 
gard to  decorum  and  propriety.  His  own 
opinion  had  been  made  up  throngfa  the  oold, 
nnadnlterated  process  of  legal  research ;  and 
he  bad  done  nothing,  and  wontd  do  nothing,  to 
prevent,  or  hinder,  any  other  Senator  from 
making  up  his  opinion  in  the  same  way.  It 
was  a  case  in  which  politics,  especially  partisan 
politics,  could  find  no  place ;  and  in  the  prog- 
ress of  which  every  Senator  would  feel  himself 
retiring  into  the  Judicial  office — becoming  one 
of  the  jvdieet  teleeti — and  searching  into  the 
stores  of  his  own  legal  knowledge,  for  the  jndg- 
mentand  the  reasons  of  the  judgment  which  he 
must  {pve  in  this  great  cause,  in  which  a  nation 
is  the  party  on  one  dde,  and  a  great  moneyed 
corporation  on  the  other.  He  (Mr.  B.)  beHeved 
the  onrroicy,  a^nst  which  his  resolution  was 
directed,  to  be  illegal  and  dangerow;  and  so 
believing,  it  had  long  been  his  determination 
to  bring  the  question  of  its  legality  before  the 
Senate  and  the  people;  and  that  without  re- 
gard to  the  powerful  resentment,  to  ttie  effects 
of  which  he  might  be  exposing  himself.  He 
had  adopted  the  form  of  a  declaratory  resolu- 
tion, betiause  it  was  intended  to  dedore  the 
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true  sense  of  the  charter  upon  a  disputed  point. 
He  made  his  resolution  joint  in  its  character, 
that  it  might  hare  the  action  of  both  Honses  of 
Congress,  and  single  in  its  object,  that  the  main 
design  might  not  be  embarrassed  with  minor 
propositions.  The  form  of  the  resolution  gave 
biro  a  right  to  state  his  reasons  for  asking  leave 
to  bring  it  in ;  the  importance  of  it  required 
those  reasonu  to  be  clearly  stated.  The  Sen- 
ate, also,  has  its  rights  and  its  duties,  It  is  the 
right  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, as  the  founder  of  the  bank  corporation, 
to  examine  into  the  regularity  ai  its  nrooeed- 
inga,  and  to  take  cognizance  of  the  InmetioiiB 
of  Its  charter ;  andthisrighthas  become  a  duty, 
since  the  very  tribunal  selected  by  the  charter 
to  try  these  infractions  had  tried  this  TCiy 
question,  and  that  without  the  formality  of  a 
scire  facias,  or  the  presence  of  the  adverse 
party,  and  had  given  judgment  in  favor  of  the 
corporation ;  a  decision  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  was 
compelled,  by  the  strongest  oonvictiona  of  bis 
judgment,  to  oonsider  both  as  extra-judicial 
and  erroneous. 

The  resolution,  continued  Mr.  B.,  which  I 
am  asking  leave  to  bring  in,'  expresses  its  own 
object  It  declares  against  the  legality  of  these 
orders,  as  a  ocbbkvot.  It  is  the  currency 
which  I  arraign.  I  make  no  inquiry,  for  I  win 
not  embarrass  my  subject  with  irrelerant  and 
Immaterial  inquiries— I  make  no  inquiry  into 
the  modes  of  contract  and  payment  which  are 
permitted,  or  not  permitted,  to  the  Bank  of  tiie 
United  States,  in  the  conduct  of  its  private  deal- 
ings and  individual  transactions.  My  business 
lies  with  the  currency;  for,  between  public 
currency  and  private  dealing  the  charter  of 
the  bank  has  made  a  distmction,  and  that 
founded  in  the  nature  of  things,  as  broad  as 
lines  can  draw,  and  as  clear  as  words  can  ex- 
press. The  currency  conoems  the  pnUifl;  and 
the  sonndnesa  of  that  cnrrency  is  ti^en  under 
the  partionlar  Ruardiansbip  of  the  eharter;  a 
apeoial  code  of  law  is  enacted  for  It :  i»f  rate 
dealings  ooncem  individuals;  and  it  is  mr  indi- 
vidual, in  making  their  bargains,  to  take  care 
of  their  own  interests.  The  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  has  authorized,  but 
not  regulated,  certain  private  dealings  of  the 
bank ;  it  is  ftiU  and  explicit  upon  the  regulation 
of  currency.  Upon  this  distinction  I  take  my 
stand.  I  establish  myself  upon  the  broad  and 
clear  distinction  which  reason  makes,  and  the 
charter  sanctions.  I  arraign  the  currency !  I 
eschew  all  inquiry  into  the  modes  of  making 
bargains  for  the  sale  or  imrchBse  <tf  biUa  of  «- 
change,  buying  and  selling  gcdd  or  dlvw  bul- 
lion, building  houses,  hiring  officers,  derks,  and 
serranta,  purchasing  necMsaries,  or  h^rii^  in 
supplies  of  fUel  and  stationery. 

A  preliminary  inquiry  mij^t  have  been  re- 
sorted to,  and  was  for  some  time  intended,  to 
know  from  the  bank  directory  whether  these 
orders  were  issued  as  a  currency  under  the 
charter,  and  what  exemptions  were  claimed  for 
them  teom  the  restrictions  provided  in  the 
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charter,  for  a  currency  of  promissory  notes. 
Bat  tliis  preliraiDary  inquiry  has  becomd  un- 
necessary. A  decision  has  been  made  ia  a 
high  branch  c^the  federal  Judiciary —the  United 
States  droait  oonrt  in  Pniladelpbla — affirming 
tlie  legality  of  this  species  of  currency,  and 
stating  the  exemptions  clumed  for  it ;  and  this 
decistoa  has  been  received  with  a  degree  of  ap- 
probation by  the  bank  directory,  which  an- 
nounces it  to  be  accordant  with  their  own 
opinions.  Inquiry  of  the  directory  is,  there- 
fore, unnecessary.  A  resort  to  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  and  that  opinion  has  been  authorita- 
tively  pultliehed,  may  be  considered  as  the  an- 
swer of  the  bank,  and,  wtiat  is  far  more  ma- 
terial, as  the  law  of  the  land  until  reversed. 

Here  is  the  opinion,  that  part  of  it  which  re- 
lates to  these  orders  ai  a  correnoy ;  for  I  omit 
all  that  relates  to  the  trial  of  the  prisoner  for 
the  coonterfeitlng  one  of  these  orders. 

[Here  foUom  the  oinnion  of  the  court, 
mestatiTety  delivered  to  sustain  its  correctness.] 

After  reading  the  eztraots.  Hr.  B.  continued. 
I  take  the  sobi^ance  of  this  decision,  Kr.  Presi- 
dent, to  be— 

1.  That  Uiese  branch  bank  prders  are  legal 
currency,  under  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  uie 
United  States. 

a.  That  the  bank  may  lawfully  issue  this  de- 
scripUon  of  currency  to  the  whole  amount  of 
ito  capital  stock. 

3.  That  this  ourrenoy  is  free  from  every  reg- 
nlation,  restriotionf  lindtation,  and  provision, 
contained  in  the  charter,  except  the  single  lim- 
itation as  to  the  maximum  amount  to  be  issued, 
to  wit,  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars. 

4.  Th^  the  bank  may  em|>loy  what  agents 
she  pleases  in  sifpiing  and  issuuig  this  currency. 

I  bftke  this  to  be  the  substance  of  the  deci- 
rion.  Justice  to  that  decision,  and  the  fair  con- 
ducting of  my  own  argument,  will  require  me 
to  examine  the  grounds  upon  which  the  court 
proceeded.  These  grounds  are  found  in  two 
clauses  of  the  charter ;  one  clause  in  the  18th 
section ;  the  other  in  the  8th  fandameutfd  arti- 
cle of  tlte  otmstitntiim  of  the  bank.  The  penal 
duue  ui  the  18th  section  against  connterfoit- 
ing  "  checks  or  orders,"  and  Uie  phrase  "  other 
oontraot,"  in  the  8th  Amdamental  artide,  com- 
prise those  grounds.  I  will  examine  each  in 
its  turn ;  but  must  first  make  a  stand  in  the 
name  of  all  that  is  safe  and  sure  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  law,  protesting,  as  I  do  hereby  pro- 
test,  against  ^mg  into  a.  penal  section,  or  mto 
the  atmttructwn  of  a  phrase,  to  find  a  power  to 
issue  cnrrency,  and  that  without  restrictions, 
when  the  charter  had  given  that  power  in  the 
proper  place  in  express  words,  and  subject  to 
nnmerous  and  vitiu  restrictions.  I  m^e  this 
protest,  not  from  the  least  apprehension  of 
findiog  in  a  penal  clause,  or  in  the  oonstruotioa 
of  a  detached  phrase,  the  great  power  for  the 
exercise  of  which  Uie  banK  was  created,  that 
of  issuing  a  p^r  cnrrent^  to  the  people  of 
tiieae  States^  bat  as  an  act    jostioe  to  the  con- 


stitution of  the  hank,  to  its  cautious  prohibitory 
preamble,  and  to  its  seventeen  fundamental  ar- 
ticles. I  make  it  in  the  name  and  upon  the 
behalf  (tf  the  lawfbl  rights  of  other  parts  (tf^ 
charter.  Let  ns  now  proceed  to  the  ezaminar 
tion ;  andf  first,  let  ns  rmd  this  IStli  8eo&>D, 
the  whole  ot  n,aB  the  only  &ir  way  to  find  its 
meaning. 

[The  section  read.] 

I  do  deny,  Hr.  President,  that  any  power,  of 
any  kind,  is  given  £o  the  bank  by  this  section. 
It  is  a  mere  provi^on  to  punish  the  violation 
of  existing  ri^ts.  So  far  as  the  issues  of  bills 
or  notes  are  mentioned,  it  is  a  recital  of  what 
the  bank  was  authorized  to  do  in  the  12th  fim- 
damental  article  of  its  constitution;  so  &r  as 
ohei^  and  orders  are  mentioned,  it  is  a  recital 
of  the  pre-existing  right  whldi  every  d^rasitDr 
possesses.  The  object  of  the  seetifm  is  to  pro- 
vide for  the  security  of  existing  rij^ts;  namely, 
the  chartered  ri^t  of  the  bank  to  lame  biUs  or 
notes,  and  the  inherent  rij^t  of  depositors  to 
draw  for  their  own  money.  Iliis  is  the  object 
of  the  section ;  and  the  violation  of  either  of 
these  rights  is  made  felony.  Both  rights  are 
protected,  but  they  are  not  granted;  neither 
are  tiiey  confounded.  The  distinction  is  clear 
between  them,  between  the  ourrenoy  which  is 
to  issue  from  the  bank,  and  the  orders  which 
are  to  be  drawn  upon  it.  The  separation  is 
complete,  the  contrast  ia  perfect,  the  antithesis 
is  regular,  the  contradistinction  is  manifest,  be- 
tween theve  two  olassea  of  p^er.  The  whole 
frame  oi  the  section,  the  structure  of  every 
member  of  the  long  sentence  which  composes 
it,  the  natural  and  obvious  meaning  of  every 
word  in  every  sentence,  establishes  and  defends 
this  clear  and  emphatic  distinction.  Five  times 
in  five  different  members  of  the  sentence,  the 
same  form  of  expression,  the  same  order  of 
oonstruotion,  and  the  same  repetition  of  words 
regularly  occur.  Five  times  the  line  is  drawn, 
the  distinction  is  set  up,  between  the  bills  or 
notes  which  are  to  be  issued  by  order  of  the 
bank,  and  the  checks  and  orders  which  are  to 
be  drawn  upon  it.  The  two  dosses  of  pmer 
are  kept  distinct,  and  cannot  be  eonfonnoed. 
Let  any  gentleman  try.  Let  him  indade,  if  he 
can,  the  words  chedcs  and  orders  "  under  the 
action  of  the  verb  which  governs  tlie  issuing  of 
the  bills  or  notet  of  the  bank.  The  thing  can- 
not be  done.  It  is  a  grammatical  impossibUity. 
I  repeat  it,  the  clear,  nndoubted  ol^ect  of  the 
section  is,  not  to  ^rant  powers,  but  to  protect 
rights.  Its  object  is  penal,  not  conoesuve;  to 
punish,  not  to  grant 

This  is  my  view,  Mr.  President,  of  the  18th 
section.  Does  any  gentleman  doubt  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  view?  Then  let  him  follow 
me  into  the  next  section — the  19th — still  occu- 
pied with  the  crime  of  oonnterfelting,  and  tak- 
ing up  the  indioate  dass  of  ounces  Involved 
in  the  process  of  perpetrating  the  crime.  The 
authorized  currency  of  all  banks,  in  all  oonn- 
trieSf  is  protected  from  the  process,  from  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


866 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


Sbutb.'] 

progresslTe  coarse,  of  being  counterfeited,  as 
well  aa  from  the  consammatton  <tf  the  crime 
itself;  but  this  protection  is  never  extended  to 
private  and  individaal  papers.  A  man  is  pan- 
ished  for  bavioff  in  his  poesesaioo,  with  intent 
to  ase  it  nnlawnilly,  the  plate  from  whidi  bank 
notes  are  strack,  the  notes  tbemseWea  in  blank, 
and  even  the  kind  of  paper  which  is  nsed  for 
bank  notes.  Not  so  in  the  case  of  private  or 
individnal  writing.  The  reason  is  obvioiu. 
Banks  have  pecohar  plates  and  papen  for  tbelr 
notes  which  are  to  eonstitate  CDrrency ;  ndther 
individuals  nor  banks,  have  any  tiling  pecoltar 
for  their  private  and  individual  writings.  The 
plate  and  paper  with  which  a  bank  note  Is  to 
be  connterfeited,  can  be  known  and  identified 
as  such ;  the  goose  quill  pen,  the  common  types, 
and  the  common  writmg  paper,  which  are  used 
for  all  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life,  cannot 
be  known  or  identlBed.  Upon  this  distinction 
tarns  all  tbe  law  npon  the  subject  of  punishing 
the  inchoate  offence  of  counterfi^tiog ;  upon 
this  distinction  tarns  the  19th  section  of  the 
charter;  upon  this  distinction  it  is  that  the 
enrrwoy  of  the  bank,  ito  bills  or  notes,  are  pro- 
tected fhnn  the  prooeaa  of  bring  counterfeited, 
and  the  orders  and  ohecksof  d^oritotsare  not 
notioed.  Listen  to  the  seotion. 

[The  seotioQ  read.] 

What  fatoity,  or  ankindness,  in  the  framers 
of  this  charter  I  What  inattention  to  tiiia  con- 
structive cnrrenoy,  created  in  the  18th  section, 
and  abandoned  in  the  19tbl  Eight  times  the 
bills  or  notes,  issued  by  order  of  tiie  bank,  are 
named  and  protected.  Eight  times  the  checks 
and  orders  are  passed  over  without  a  word. 
No  protection  for  them  against  the  process  of 
being  oounterfiDited.  The  plates,  the  blanks, 
the  pqwr,  fbr  their  imitation,  may  be  paraded 
In  tne  fkoe  tjf  the  world.  Tne  whole  process 
maybe  carried  on  In  the  fiice  of  the  bank;  and 
no  legal  antiiority  to  intermpt  the  forgers,  to 
seize  thrir  unfinished  work,  or  to  arrest  their 
persons.  Can  any  thing  be  more  emphatic  of 
the  sense  of  the  Oongress  which  framed  the 
charter !  Ooald  words  be  more  expressive 
than  this  silence?  Conld  a  positive  declara- 
tion fix  these  checks  and  orders  more  com- 
pletely in  the  claqs  of  those  private  writings 
which  have  no  peculiar  plates,  no  blanks,  no 
peculiar  paper  ? 

The  second  ground  on  which  the  court  relied, 
is  tbe  phrase,  other  contract,"  as  used  in  the 
8th  ftindamental  artide  of  the  constitution  of 
the  bank.  In  reacMrtiag  to  this  phrase,  the  court 
has  at  least  got  into  the  right  chapter,  bat 
missed  the  verse;  it  has  got  Into  the  oonstita- 
tion ;  it  has  got  among  the  seventeen  articles ; 
bnt  it  has  not  got  to  the  article  which  grants 
powers,  bnt  the  one  which  recites,  and  that  for 
the  purpose  of  limitation,  the  powers  which 
are  elsewhere  expressly  granted.  To  crown 
this  error^  the  conrt  has  agfun  had  recourse  to 
construction,  and  has  given  an  import  and 
moaiung  to  the  phrase  "  other  o(»itract,"  which 
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i  it  cannot  l>e  made  to  endure,  either  in  common 
parlance,  or  in  legal  acceptation,  nor  witboat 
reducing  the  rest  of  the  charter  to  a  blank. 
We  willread  the  article. 

[The  article  read.] 

What  is  the  meaning  of  this  article  ?  Is  it  to 
grant  authority  to  the  bank  to  make  bonda, 
issue  bills  or  notes,  and  form  other  contracts  ? 
No,  sir ;  authority  to  do  all  these  things  is  else- 
where granted,  namely,  in  the  12th  fundamen- 
tal article,  to  make  bonds  and  issue  bills  or 
not«B ;  in  the  tenth  section,  to  form  other  con- 
tracts in  dealing  and  trading  in  bullion  and 
bills  of  ezeha^ ;  and  in  oUier  places,  to  do 
other  things.  'Die  manifest  object  of  this  eighth 
section  is  to  prohibit  the  bank  from  owing 
more  debts,  at  one  time,  on  all  these  .accounts, 
than  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock;  and  to 
make  the  directors  personally  liable  if  they  ex- 
ceeded that  amount.  The  words  "  other  con- 
tract "  were  evidently  intended  to  include  the 
individual  dealings  of  the  bank ;  to  add  its  pri- 
vate debts  to  its  public  ones ;  and  to  limit  the 
whole  to  the  amount  of  its  capital.  Will  any 
person  undertake  to  derive  the  right  ui  Uie 
bank  to  make  bonds,  and  issue  bilb  or  notes, 
upon  the  ntAuH  of  the  names  of  these  instm- 
ments  in  this  elgfadi  article,  and  then  argne  tiiat 
they  are  free  from  all  UmitaticoiBi,  exMpt  tlie 
single  one  as  to  maximum  amount  found  in 
that  article  f  Certainly  not,  and  yet  this  would 
be  the  precise  mode  of  reasoning  with  respect 
to  the  phrase  "other  contract,"  if  it  is  to  be 
treated  as  a  grant  of  power,  Instead  of  a  refer- 
ence to  the  various  contracts  for  bullion,  bills 
of  exchange,  buildings,  salaries,  expenses,  &c., 
which  the  bank  was  elsewhere  authorized  to 
make,  and  for  the  form  or  terms  of  which  oon- 
tracts  the  charter  nowhere  made  any  rwda- 
tions  or  provisions.  I  repeat  it^  bonds,  Wa,  or 
notes,  ere  merely  redted  m  this  artide  for  tbe 
purpose  of  adding  a  new  lindtatitm  and  a  new 
penalty ;  reference  to  other  contraeU  is  made 
for  the  purpose  of  including  them  in  the  same 
limitation,  and  subjecting  them  to  the  aame 
penalty.  This  is  too  construction  whldi  sotis- 
nes  the  phrase ;  which  gives  it  a  full  and  natural 
operation,  and  that  without  conflicting  with 
any  other  part  of  the  charter,  much  less  reduc- 
ing all  the  rest  to  a  blank. 

I  have  given  to  this  phrase,  Mr.  Presidoit, 
the  meaning  which  fairly  and  naturally  belongs 
to  it,  and  which  harmonizes  it  with  every  other 
part  of  the  oharter.  This  is  what  the  books 
tell  us  It  is  the  dnty  of  courts  to  do  in  constru- 
ing statutes.  I  wiU  now  take  three  spedfio 
objections  to  the  ooort's  constmction,  and  show 
it  to  be  erroneoos  in  every  point  of  view  in 
which  it  can  \a  examined : 

1.  I  object  to  it  because  it  authorizes  an  issue 
of  currency  upon  CMMtruetion.  The  issue  of 
currency,  or,  was  the  great  and  main  business 
for  which  the  bank  was  created,  and  which  it 
is,  in  the  twelfth  artide,  expressly  authorized 
to  perform;  uid  I  cannot  iny  so  pow  a  oom- 
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pliment  to  tlie  naderatandtngs  of  tiie  eminent 
men  who  A-amed  that  charter,  as  to  sappoae 
that  they  left  the  m^n  bosiness  of  the  hank  to 
be  foond,  hj  conatmction,  in  an  independent 
phrase,  and  that  phrase  to  be  foaad  bat  once 
in  the  whole  ch^>ter.  I  cuinot  oompliment 
their  understandiogs  with  the  supposition  tliat, 
after  haring  authorized  and  defined  a  currency, 
and  anbjected  it  to  numerous  restrictions,  they 
had  left  open  the  door  to  the  issue  of  another 
sort  of  cnrrenoy,  upon  constroction,  which 
Bhoold  supersede  the  kind  they  had  prescribed, 
and  be  free  from  every  restriction  to  which  the 
prescribed  onrrency  was  subject 

3.  I  object  to  we  oonrt's  aasamption  that 
these  orders  are  contracta ;  and  this  objection 
leads  to  a  definition,  and  to  the  recoUeotion  of 
OUT  early  reading,  when  we  were  apprentices 
to  the  law.  What  is  a  contract  f  The  books 
tell  as  it  is  an  agreement,  upon  a  sufiScient  con- 
>  sideratioi^  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  a  particular 
thing.  Now,  bring  these  orders  to  the  teat  of 
this  definition ;  and  for  that  purpose  let  us  read 
one: 

**  Cuhier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
Faj  to  Jas.  L.  Smith,  or  order,  fire  dollars. 

Office  of  diaconnfe  and  depoat  in  Utlca, 
The  8d  day  of  September,  1881. 
JOHN  B.  LBVING,  PrttiittU. 
"N.  V.  Grazicb,  (7o»Aier." 

And  on  the  back  theae  wordg : 


'  Pay  to  the  bearer. 


JAS.  L.  SMITH." 


Here  is  no  agreement,  sir  I  No  considera- 
tion ezpreesed  or  understood;  no  promise  or 
nadertaking  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  any  thing 
whatever.  It  is  literally  an  order,  such  as  one 
neighbor  ^ves  to  another,  and  governed  by  the 
same  law.  It  is  the  very  opposite  of  a  con- 
tract, for  it  is  a  command ;  it  is  the  opposite  of 
a  debt,  for  it  implies  the  extinction  of  one.  It 
is  a  mandate,  and  that  an  imperious  one,  from 
a  gentleman  in  Utioa,  whose  name  I  cannot 
read,  to  a  gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  who  is 
not  named  at  all,  to  pay  five  dollars  to  Mr.  Jas. 
L.  Smith,  orto  uie  person  he  shall  name.  Call 
this  a  contract  f  If  so,  Mr,  President,  tiiose 
who  studied  law  twenty-five  years  ago  most 
bum  their  books,  and  recommence  in  the  new 
schooL  The  only  species  of  contract  that  can 
attach  to  it  is  in  the  implied  one  which  the  law 
creates  between  the  giver  and  receiver  of  the 
order ;  and  that  is  an  implied  promise,  on  the 
part  of  the  ^ver,  that  he  will  pay  it  if  the 
cashier  in  Philadelphia  does  not,  provided  the 
receiver  of  the  order  will  lose  no  tmie  in  going 
after  the  money,  and  bringing  the  order  back 
ha  does  not  get  it. 

This  flniahes,  Mr.  President^  the  examination 
which  I  have  felt  it  proper  to  make  into  the 
grounds  of  the  decision  pronounced  by  the  fed- 
eral oonrt  in  Philadelphia.  I  will  now  take  up 
the  coostitntion  of  the  bank,  and  bring  this 
oonstmctive  currency  to  the  ordeals  of  prohi- 
bitions, as  well  as  of  the  grants  to  be  found  in 
that  inatramenw  The  Congreea  of  1816  gave 


to  tiie  Bank  of  the  United  States  a  oonstitution, 
with  a  preamble  to  It,  and  seventeen  Aindar 
mental  articles  in  it ;  and  if  the  bank  has  con- 
strued itself  out  of  this  coogressional  oonatitn- 
tion,  it  may  seem  to  some  to  be  on  act  of  retrib- 
utive justice  on  the  Oongress  for  construing 
itself  oat  of  the  Oonstltntioo  of  the  United 
States  to  give  a  constitution  to  the  l}ank.  We 
will  see.  The  preamble  stands  at  the  head  of 
the  eleventh  section,  and  runs  thus: 

[The  nmitaUons,  restotedoiui,  and  providons  of 

the  charter  all  read.] 

Kow,  Mr.  President,  if  there  is  any  p9wer  in 
words,  any  virtae  in  language,  any  force  or 
strength  in  legal  enactments,  any  capacity  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  bind  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  if  the  sarcasm  of 
the  Scythian  is  not  true  of  this  young  repablio 
as  weU  as  of  the  old  monarchies  to  which  it 
was  applied,  that  lau»  art  eoba^  toAidl  eatch 
the  v>eakflie$y  and  let  the  strong  ones  go  through^ 
then  are  these  orders  excluded  from  all  revenue 
payments  to  the  United  States. 

Let  OS  recapitulate.  Let  us  sum  up  the  points 
of  incompatibility  between  the  characteristica 
of  this  currency,  and  the  reqnisites  of  the  char- 
ter: let  ns  groap  and  contrast  the  frightfiil 
features  of  their  flagrant  illegality.  1.  Are 
they  signed  by  the  preddent  St  the  bank  and 
his  principal  oaafaler?  They  are  not!  2.  Are 
they  under  the  oorporate  seal  ?  Not  at  all  I  8. 
Are  they  drawn  ia  the  name  of  the  corpora* 
tion }  By  no  means  I  4.  Are  they  subject  to 
the  double  limitation  of  time  ana  amount  in 
case  of  credit  "i  They  are  not ;  they  may  ex- 
ceed sixty  days'  time,  and  be  less  than  one 
hundred  dollars.  6.  Are  they  limited  to  the 
minimum  size  of  five  dollars  1  Kot  at  all  I  6. 
Are  they  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury !  Not  in  the  least !  7. 
The  prohibition  against  suspending  specie  pay- 
ments? They  are  not  snlgeet  to  iti  6.  The 
penalty  of  double  interest  far  delayed  pay-  - 
mentf  Not  subject  to  it!  9.  Are  they  p^alde 
where  issaed!  Not  at  all,  neither  by  th«r 
own  terms,  nor  by  any  law  appUoable  to  them  I 
10.  Are  they  payable  at  other  branches!  So 
far  from  it,  that  they  were  invented  to  avoid 
such  payment  I  11.  Are  they  transferable  by 
delivery}  No;  by  endorsement!  12.  Are 
they  receivable  in  payment  of  public  dues!  So 
far  from  it,  that  they  are  twice  excluded  from 
such  payments  by  positive  enactments  I  18. 
Are  the  directors  liable  for  excessive  issues! 
Not  at  all  1  14.  Has  the  holder  a  right  to  soe 
at  the  branch  which  issnes  the  order?  No,  sir, 
he  has  a  ri^t  to  go  to  FhiladelphU,  and  sae 
the  Erectors  there!  a  right  about  eqnivalwt 
to  the  privilege  of  going  to  Mecca  to  sue  the 
successors  of  Mahomet  for  the  hones  of  the 

Srophetl  Fourteen  points  of  contrariety  and 
ifierence.  Not  a  feature  of  the  charter  in  the 
faces  of  these  orders.  Every  mark,  a  contrast; 
ever  lineament,  a  contradiction ;  all  announc- 
ing, or  rather  denouncing  to  tiie  irorld  the 
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positive  fftct  of  ft  sunriooi  progeny ;  the  incoo- 
testable  evidence  en  an  illegituiate  and  bastard 
issue. 

I  have  now,  Jtr.  President,  broiight  this 
branch  bank  cQireooy  to  the  test  of  several 
pTOvisicms  in  the  charter,  not  all  of  them,  bnt  a 
few  which  ore  vital  and  decisive.  The  cur- 
rency fSalls  at  ev^  test ;  and  upon  this  fulnre 
I  predicate  an  a^nment  of  ita  total  illegality. 
Thna  for  I  have  spoken  npon  the  charter  and 
have  proved  that  if  this  carreney  can  prevail, 
ttiat  instrument,  with  all  its  restrictions  and 
limitations,  its  jealous,  prohibitory  constitu- 
tion, and  multiplied  enactments  for  the  safety 
of  the  public,  is  nothing  bnt  a  blank  piece  of 

Cper  in  the  hands  of  tiie  bank.  I  will  now 
ve  recourse  to  another  class  of  argnments — 
a  clan  extrinsic  to  the  charter,  but  close  to  the 
subject — indispensable  to  fair  examination,  and 
directly  bearing  npon  the  illegal  character  of 
this  currency. 

1.  In  tjie  first  place,  I  most  insist  that  these 
OTden  cannot  possibly  serve  for  onrrew^,  be- 
caose  Uiey  are  subject  to  tJie  law  of  endoraable 
paper.  The  law  which  governs  all  saoh  p^ier 
is  too  universally  known  to  be  enlazged  upon 
here.  Presentation  for  acceptance  and  pay- 
ment, notice  of  defanlt  in  either,  prompt  return 
of  tiie  dishonored  paper,  and  all  this  with  rig- 
orons  pnnctuality,  and  a  loss  of  recourse  for  the 
slightest  delay  at  any  point,  are  the  leading  fea- 
tures of  this  law.  Kow  it  is  too  obvious  that 
no  paper  snbject  to  the  law  of  endorsement  can 
answer  the  purposes  of  circulation.  It  will 
die  on  the  hands  of  the  holders  while  passing 
from  one  to  another,  instead  bf  going  to  the 
0ace  of  payment.  Now  it  is  incontestable  that 
these  orders  are  instminents  n^otiable  by  en- 
dorsement and  by  endorsement  uone.  Whether 
issned  under. th'e  charter,  or  under  the  general 
laws  of  the  land,  they  are  still  subject  to  the 
law  of  endorsable  paper.  They  are  the  same 
in  either  case  as  if  drawn  by  one  citizen  npon 
another.  And  this  is  a  point  which  I  mem  to 
make  clear:  for  many  worthy  people  believe 
there  is  some  peculiar  law  for  bank  paper, 
which  takes  it  out  of  the  operation  of  the  sen- 
era!  laws  of  the  land.  Not  so  the  fact  The 
twelfth  fundamentaf  article  of  the  bank  oonsti- 
tntion  declares  that  the  bills  or  notes  to  be 
issned  by  the  bank  shall  be  n^tiable  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  issned  by  a  private  penon  ; 
that  la  to  say,  those  payable  to  a  named  person 
or  Ilia  order^  by  eTiaonementy  in  like  manner 
and  with  the  like  effect  foreign  bills  of  ex- 
change ;  and  those  made  payable  to  hearer 
shall  be  negotiable  by  delitery  alone;  in  the 
same  manner,  we  may  add,  as  a  silver  dollar. 
So  much  for  these  orders,  if  drawn  under  the 
charter ;  if  not  drawn  under  it,  they  are  then 
issned  nnder  the  general  law  of  the  land  or 
withoQt  any  law  at  all.  Taken  either  under 
the  charter  or  out  of  it,  it  comes  to  tUe  same 
pcnnt,  namely,  that  these  orders  are  subject  to 
tiie  same  law  aa  if  drawn  by  one  private  person 
np<Hi  another.    This  la  enough  to  fix  their 
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character,  and  to  condemn  them  as  a  circulat- 
ing medium;  it  is  enongh  for  the  people  to 
know ;  for  every  citizen  knows  enough  of  law 
to  estimate  the  legal  valae  of  an  vnaee^ted 
order^  drawn  npon  a  man  five  hundred  or  one 
thousand  miles  offl  But  it  has  the  word 
hearer  on  the  hack  1  Yes,  air,  and  why  not  on 
the  face  as  easily  as  on  the  back  t  Onr  scho^- 
time  acqnidntanoe,  Mr.  Frerident,  the  gentie- 
man  from  Cork,  with  his  coat  battraied  behind, 
had  a  aenslhle,  and,  I  will  add,  a  lawful  reason 
for  arraying  himself  in  that  grotesque  habili- 
ment ;  bnt  what  reason  can  the  baidc  have  for 
putting  hearer  on  the  back  of  the  order,  where 
It  has  no  efiect  upon  its  negotiable  character, 
and  omitting  it  on  the  face,  where  it  would 
have  governed  that  character,  anA  secured  to 
the  hdder  all  the  facilities  for  t^e  prompt  and 
easy  recovery  of  the  contents  of  a  paper  trans- 
ferable by  mere  delivery  t  The  only  efl'eGt  of 
this  preposterous  or  cnnning  endorsement  mast  • 
be  to  bunboozle  the  ignOTant — pardon  the  low 
WOTd.  rir^-to  bambooiue  the  ignorant  with  the 
belief  that  they  are  handling  a  cnrrency  which 
m^  at  any  time  be  collected,  without  proof| 
trouble,  or  delay,  while  in  reality  it  is  a  cnr- 
rency  which  reserves  to  (he  bank  all  the  legal 
defences  which  can  be  set  np  to  prevent  the 
recovery  of  a  parcel  of  old,  unaccepted,  un pre- 
sented, unauthorized  bills  of  exchange, 

2.  I  take  a  second  exception  to  uiese  orders 
as  a  currency.  It  is  this,  mat  being  once  paid, 
they  are  done  'n'ith.  A  note  transferable  by 
delivery,  may  be  reissued,  and  its  payment 
demanded  agun,  and  so  on  forever.  But  a  bill 
of  exchange,  or  any  pi^wr  snlgect  to  the  same 
law  witii  a  hill  of  exdiange,  is  incapable  <cX 
reirane,  and  is  payable  but  once.  The  payment 
once  made,  extin^nishes  the  debt ;  the  paper 
which  evidenced  it  is  dead  in  law,  and  cannot 
be  resuscitated  by  any  act  of  the  parties.  That 
payment  can  be  pleaded  in  bar  to  any  ftitare 
action.  This  law  applies  to  checks  and  orders 
aa  well  aa  to  bills  of  exchange ;  it  applies  to 
bank  checks  and  orders  as  well  aa  to  those  of 
private  persona,  and  tbis  allegation  alone  would 
annihilate  every  pretension  of  tbeue  branch 
bank  orders  to  the  character  of  cnrrency. 

8.  I  take  a  third  oljection  to  this  ooostmc- 
tive  oorrenoy.  It  is  this,  that  tliese  orders  are 
not  evidmced  1^  any  act  or  rign  whidi  oan  Im- 
port the  assent  of  the  corporators  to  their  issne, 
or  bind  tJie  oorporato  emcts  for  the  payment 
of  money.  The  Bank  of  the  Qnited  States  is  a 
corporation  aggregate;  it  is  composed  of  va- 
rious members ;  and  the  assents  of  these  mem- 
bers can  only  be  evidenced,  and  their  effecte 
bound,  by  modes  of  acting  known  to  the  law. 
The  common  seal  is  the  evidence  of  assent  at 
common  law ;  si^atures  of  natural  persMis  are 
sometimes,  and  in  some  instances.  snbsUtuted 
by  statute.  Thus  it  is  with  the  Bank  oS  the 
TTnited  States.  The  seal  is  to  be  used  In  some 
cases;  signatures  in  otliers.  Btmds  are  to  be 
sealed,  not  signed;  biUs  or  notes  are  to  be 
^gned,  not  SMled.  The  oommon  seal  is  the 
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general  mode  d  evidendng  the  acts  of  the  cor- 
poratioa;  Bignatnres  are  the  exception,  and 
can  oijy  be  lued  as  the  sabstitate  for  the  seal 
in  the  oftses  spedfied  in  ihe  exception.  The 
words  of  the  charter  in  the  twelfth  article  are 
pregnant  with  law  meaning,  and  import  a  clear 
det&ration  that  without  a  statutory  substitute 
the  common  seal  would  be  necessary  to  bind 
the  corporate  effects.  The  words  are  these: 
"The  biUa  or  notes  dgned  by  the  president, 
and  countersigned  by  the  principal  cashier  or 
the  treasurer,  although  not  wider  the  ual  of 
the  taid  corporation,  thall  he  binding  and  obli- 
gatory upon  the  tame."  This  is  law,  not  law 
enacted,  but  law  recognized  by  the  charter. 
The  seal  most  be  nsed  where  tiie  substitute  is 
not  allowed,  and  when  used  it  is  the  equiva- 
lent dt  the  seal,  and  no  more. 

4.  I  take  a  fourth  objecticm  to  these  currency 
orders,  extrinsic  to  the  charter.  It  is  this:  That 
the  oraers  are  not  drawn  in  the  corporate  name 
of  the  Bank  of  the  TJoited  States.-  A  oorpora- 
tilon,  Mr.  President,  must  have  a  name,  as  well 
as  a  natural  person.  It  is  an  artificial  person, 
constituted  of  a  great  nnmber  of  naturtd  per- 
sons, always  varying.  The  individual  names 
of  the  corporators  cannot  be  used ;  but  a  name 
mast  be  used,  and  that  name  can  be  no  other 
than  that  which  is  bestowed  upon  it  by  the 
foaoder  or  the  Legislatnre ;  and  this  name 
mnst  be  used  in  all  corporate  acta.  Sign  who 
may,  affix  the  seal  who  may,  still  the  pnnuise 
made,  the  act,  the  matter,  Uie  thing  done,  or 
promised  to  be  done,  must  be  done  or  promised 
in  the  name  of  the  corporation.  By  that  name 
it  must  call  and  it  must  answer;  sue  and  be 
ened ;  buy  and  sell ;  have  and  hold ;  give  and 
take ;  bind  and  loose.  Slight  variations^  as  of 
a  letter  or  a  syllable,  may  be  tolerated  in  the 
case  of  ancient  corporations  whose  origin  is  not 
known ;  but  no  variation  is  permitted  in  the 
case  of  modem  corporations,  whose  origin  is 
within  the  memory  of  man,  that  is  to  say, 
memory,  which  dates  fhnn  the  first  of  Biohard 
II-  So  say  all  the  books.  Let  ns  see  some  of 
them. 

Ix>rd  Coke,  in  Ids  tenth  report: 

**  The  name  of  Incorporation  !s  a  proper  name,  or 
nanw  <tf  baptiam;  ana,  therefore,  when  a  private 
founder  glTes  his  college  or  hospital  a  name,  he 
doe*  it  otAy  u  a  god&ther,  and  by  that  aanu  name 
tJae  King  baptizes  the  incorpoiation." 

Sir  William  Blackstone,  in  his  commentaries : 
When  a  corporatioQ  is  created,  a  name  must  be 
g^ren  to  it;  and  by  tut  nonw  alonb  it  must  sue 
ud  be  ioed,  and  do  all  legal  aoti ;  though  a  very 
tninate  variation  therein  la  not  material  Such  a . 
name  Is  the  very  being  of  its  eonstitutioa ;  and, 
though  It  Is  the  will  of  the  ^g  that  creates  the 
coTpontioa,  yet  tiie  mam/t  la  the  knot  of  its  eombi- 
natiM,  without  which  It  eould  not  perform  its  cor- 
porote  ftmetiaBB." 

Uatthew  Bacon,  in  his  abridgment : 

Then  is  a  £flbtenoe  between  an  anuent  coipo- 
tation,  and  a  corporation  newly  created:  for  anan- 
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cient  corporation,  h$  km,  may  have  a  special  name 
differing  in  substance ;  bnt  otherwise  of  a  corpora- 
tion created  within  metnoTT;  for  tins  regnlarW  can 
only  have  the  name  by  which  It  is  Institated." 

So  say  the  English  books.  What  says  tiie 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States! 
Has  it  failed  to  give  a  name  ?  or  has  it  granted 
a  dispensation  of  its  use?  Neitlier.  It  has 
given  a  name ;  and  it  has  ordered  that  name  to 
be  used.  The  seventh  section  is  wholly  taken 
up  with  this  matter.  It  declares  the  name  of 
the  corporation  to  be ;  "  The  President,  Diree- 
tora,  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
StatetJ'*  This  is  the  name.  Now  for  the  use. 
'*  And  by  that  Tianu  shall  be,  and  hereby  are, 
made  able  and  capable  in  law,  to  have^  &o.,  to 
sell,  &a,  to  sue,  &e.,  to  make  and  use  a  com- 
mon seal,  &C.,  to  ordain  by  laws,  &c.,  and  gen- 
erally to  do  and  execute  all  and  singular  the 
acta,  matters,  and  thing$  which  to  them  it  shall 
or  may  appertain  to  do,  dec." 

This  is  corroboration,  Mr.  President,  instead 
of  dispensation,  of  the  common  law.  And 
now,  sir,  I  mnst  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  see 
the  advocates  of  this  order  currency  penned 
up  in  the  same  narrow  comer  In  which  I  placed 
them  half  an  honr  ago,  and  from  which,  I  ap' 
prebend,  they  will  never  come  forth.  They 
mnst  say  that  the  issae  of  this  ourrency  is  not 
an  act,  is  not  a  ffiattar,  is  not  a  Mng,  apper- 
taining to  the  bank  to  oo,  and,  therefore,  need 
not  be  done  in  the  name  of  the  corporation. 
They  mnst  say  this,  or  (pve  np  the  question. 
For  these  orders  are  not  drawn  in  the  name  of 
the  corporation,  nor  upon  it.  The  name  of  the 
corporation,  the  baptismal  name  of  the  artifi- 
cial person,  begot  by  the  kingly  power  of  the 
Congress  of  1816,  "the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
is  not  upon  the  paper,  neither  as  drawer  or 
drawee,  payer  or  payee,  endorser  or  endorsee ; 
no,  not  even  as  acceptor  in  the  character  of 
fKend,  to  save  the  honor  of  the  drawer.  And 
I  hold  this  enrrenoy,  for  tiiat  single  reason 
alone,  to  Ik  Invalid  and  ill^al ;  as  much  so  as 
the  acts  of  this  Congress  wonkl  be  if  made  in 
the  name  of  the  District  -of  Columbia,  instead 
of  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  signed  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  instead 
of  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two  Hooses  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

But  the  federal  court  in  Philadelphia  has  de- 
cided, and  tiiat,  as  it  would  seem,  upon  the 
authority  of  the  case  of  the  King  tu.  Bi^,  that 
t>ank  currency  may  bo  issued  by  agents,  and 
that  these  agents  may  be  appointed  at  the  will 
of  the  bank,  and  without  seal,  and  that  the 
court  will  psesome  these  to  be  agents  whose 
orders  have  been  paid.  We  will  see  tiwt  case, 
not  in  the  Ist  ^  John  Strange,  where  it  is 
briefiy  and  imperfectiy  reported,  bnt  in  8d 
Pee  re  WiUiams,  where  the  whole  case  is  fully 
shown.  It  was  a  criminal  case,  tried  at  the 
Old  Buley  as  far  back  as  tiie  year  ITlT.  The 
indictment  set  forth : 

[Hie  indictment  read.} 
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This  is  the  oose  upon  which,  from  the  simi- 
larity of  langoage  and  sentiment,  the  opinion 
of  the  federal  ooort  in  Philadelphia  seems  to 
hare  turned ;  all  that  part  of  it,  at  least,  which 
went  to  support  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  employing  agents  to  issue  currency,  and 
making  the  baoK  liable  for  the  currency  so 
issued.  It  seems  to  support  the  court,  but  cog- 
wncere  eatacu  rerum — ^to  know  the  causes  of 
tilings — Is  as  Indispensable  in  the  science  of 
the  WW,  as  it  is  deurable  In  t^e  mysteries  of 
nature.  Now,  sfr,  observe  with  what  ease  one 
^gle  word  will  change  the  whole  direction  of 
Bigg's  case,  will  take  it  from  the  court,  and 
torn  it  aguDst  the  court,  and  annihilate  all  the 
preteouons  of  the  United  States  Bonk  to  issue 
currency  throngh  agents.  The  case  of  Bigg 
tamed  upon  British  statute  law ;  upon  an  act 
of  Parliament  made  in  1697,  in  amendment  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  such  as 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  applied  for  here 
and  could  not  obUun.   This  is  the  clause : 

"That  tha  forging  or  oounterfeiting  of  the  com- 
mon Mai  of  said  iQoorporaUoB  of  the  gOTeroor  and 
eouMny,  or  of  any  Msled  bank  bill  made  or  given 
out  In  the  name  of  the  said  governor  and  compa- 
ny, for  the  payment  of  any  sum  of  money,  or  of 
any  bank  note  of  any  sort  whatever,  ngned  for  tha 
taid  governor  and  company  of  tht  Bank  of  England, 
or  the  altering  or  raring  any  endorsement  on  any 
bank  bill  or  note  of  any  sort,  shall  be,  and  Is  here- 
by, declared  and  adjudged  to  be  hung,  without  ben- 
eftt  of  clergy." 

This  is  the  act  under  which  Bigg  was  indict- 
e<l.  The  note  which  he  was  chaived  with  al- 
tering, or  rather  erasing  a  credit  from  it,  was 
Big[ne»  by  Joshua  Adams,  and  Adams  was  ap- 
pointed under  the  clause  whioh  authorized  the 
Bank  of  England  to  get  their  notes  Migjied  for 
tJu  oompany.  Having  a  right  to  sign  notes  by 
an  ageht,  and  the  notes  sinied  by  Adams  for 
the  company  having  been  wways  p^d  at  bank, 
the  court  would  not  look  into  his  appointment; 
they  would  presume  him  to  be  the  agent  of  the 
bank,  and  to  be  duly  appointed ;  that  is,  under 
seal.  Now,  apply  this  to  the  branch  bank 
presidents.  Who  authorized  them  to  sign  the 
currency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States! 
Where  is  the  statute  giving  the  bank  power  to 
Qse  agents  for  signing?  There  is  none.  The 
power  was  applied  for  in  1821,  and  refused ; 
and  now  it  must  require  a  power  of  presump- 
tion, equal  to  the  power  of  le^slation,  to  pre- 
Bome  that  the  branch  bank  presidents  are  agents 
of  the  United  States  bonk  to  sign  currency, 
when  the  bank  is  not  allowed  to  have  any  agent 
at  all  for  soch  a  purpose. 

The  case  of  Bi^,  Mr.  President,  shows  five 
points  of  difference  between  the  notes  he  signed 
and  these  branch  bank  orders,  and  every  point 
fatal  to  the  orders. 

Fint.  The  Bank  of  England  had  statutoiy 
authority  to  appoint  an  agent  to  sign  their 
notes ;  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  no 
Bttch  authority  with  respect  to  their  currency, 

iiecmuUy.  The  agent  of  the  Bank  of  England 


only  signed  the  notes ;  the  branch  bank  presi- 
dents both  sign  and  issue  these  orders. 

Thirdly.  The  Bank  of  England^  agent  signed 
the  notes  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  England ;  the  branch 
bank  presidents  sign  hi  their  own  names,  and 
on  their  own  acoount. 

Four&ly.  The  notes  ^gned  by  Adams  were 
drawn  in  the  corporate  name  of  tiie  Bank  <^ 
England,  and  contained  the  promise  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  company  of  that  bank,  by  their  cor- 
porate style  and  name,  to  pay  the  amfnint  of 
the  note  to  tibe  bearer,  on  demand :  the  orders 
in  question  are  not  drawn  in  the  corporate  nama 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  thej  con- 
tain no  promise  or  acceptance  of  the  president, 
directors,  and  company  of  the  BanV  of  the 
United  States  to  pay  aaj  thing,  to  anybody, 
at  any  time  whatever. 

Fifthly.  The  notes  Mgned  by  Adams  were 
the  real  promissory  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
Ian(L  such  as  the  chartffl*  expressly  authoriz^ 
the  bank  to  issue  for  currency ;  Uiese  orders, 
signed  and  issned  by  the  branch  bank  pren- 
dents,  are  not  authorized  to  be  issned  aa  cur- 
rency hv  any  clause  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

Upon  these  five  points  of  diffbrenoe,  each  of 
them  sustuned  in  point  of  fact,  1,  by  the  indict- 
ment against  Bi^ ;  2,  by  the  special  verdict ; 
8,  by  the  argument  before  the  court ;  4,  by  the 
act  of  Parliament  of  1697 ;  ond,  B,  by  the  jadg- 
ment  of  the  court,  I  must  insist  that  the  case 
of  Bigg  is  the  most  complete  and  perfect  aa- 
thcrity  for  the  condemn^ion  of  this  branch 
bank  currency,  which  the  wit  of  man  could  have 
devised.  Yes,  »r,  it  is  omnipotent.  It  opens 
a  battery  of  thunder  and  lightning  upon  the 
Philoddpfala  decinon.  It  ptdverizes  that  de- 
cision. Yet  the  bank  Is  triumphant  t  It  carries 
^  before  it  I  It  bestrides,  as  a  Colossus,  the 
prostrate  charter  which  Congress  gave  it,  It 
claps  a  foot  upon  a  word  here,  and  a  phrase 
there — rears  her  gigantio  form  above  all  law, 
and  boldly  plaoes  an  empire  at  defiance!  And 
yet  there  are  people  to  talk  about  new  restric- 
tions to  bind  this  gigantio  power ;  as  if  it  was 
in  the  destiny  of  man  that  the  weaker  should 
ever  bind  t^e  stronger  party.  Ho,  sir ;  we  are 
engaged  with  the  real  presence  of  that  fabled 
mon^r — once  believed  to  be  tbe&bulons  crea- 
tion of  frenzied  poets — that  monster  which  no 
art  nor  power  could  ever  bind  I  which  dunged 
his  form,  at  will,  from  man  to  beast — ^from  litm 
to  serpent — from  serpent  to  water — from  a  river 
of  flowing  water  to  a  column  of  blazing  fire ; 
and  thus  eluded,  in  the  act  of  reoeivine  them, 
tiie  grasp  and  catch  of  every  duun  uiat  was 
thrown  npon  him. 

ifr.  President,  this  finishes  my  argnment  to 
show  the  illegality  of  this  species  of  currency ; 
and<  believing  the  fact  of  this  illegality  to  be 
;  Mly  and  incontrovertibly  established,  I  might 
here  terminate  my  labor,  and  rest  my  case. 
But,  sir,  I  deem  nothing  in  haman  operations 
sufficiently  known  until  the  reasons  of  it  are 
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known.  I  will,  therefore,  advance  a  step  fnr- 
tiier^  and  lajr  open  the  reasons  and  oaosea  for 
the  inTention  of  these  branch  bank  orders,  and 
for  their  imposition  npon  the  pnblic,  to  the  ex- 
olasion,  in  many  Btates,  of  the  lawfbl  promis- 
sory notes  of  the  presiden^  directors,  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  To  do 
this  I  shall  hare  reconrse  to  evidence,  not  to 
argnment ;  and  to  make  that  evidence  the  more 
easily  intelligible,  I  will  rapidly  review  the 
three  great  points  of  history  in  the  career  of 
this  bank;  ruOnely,  1.  Its  apparent  bat  delusive 
prosperity  at  the  Etart ;  2.  Its  sudden  engulf- 
ment  in  the  vortex  of  bankmptcy ;  8.  Its  ap- 
pitfeot  bnt  delnBive  prosperity  now. 

The  bank  went  into  operation  wltii  the  be- 
ginning oi  the  year  181T ;  established  eighteen 
branches,  half  a  dozen  of  which  in  the  Bonth 
and  West;  issued  its  own  notes  f^ly,  and 
made  lai^  issues  of  notes  payable  at  all  these 
broaches.  The  course  of  trade  carried  the 
branch  notes  of  the  South  and  West  to  the 
Kortheast ;  and  nothing  in  the  course  of  trade 
brought  them  back  to  the  West,  They  were 
payable  in  all  demands  to  the  Federal  Oovern- 
ment ;  merchants  in  Philadelphia,  Kew  York, 
and  Boston  received  tiiem  in  ittyment  of  goods, 
and  gave  them— not  back  again  in  payment  of 
Sonwem  and  Western  prodnoe — but  to  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs.  Beoome  the  money  of 
the  Government,  the  bank  had  to  treat  thent  as 
oaA.  The  fborteenth  section  of  the  ohartor 
made  them  receivable  in  all  payments  to  Qm 
Government,  and  another  clause  required  the 
bank  to  transfer  the  moneys  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  any  point  ordered ;  these  two  clauses 
(the  transfer  clause  being  harmless  without  the 
receiving  one  coutwned  in  the  fourteenth  sec- 
tion) laid  the  bank  nnder  the  obligation  to  cash 
all  tiie  notes  of  all  the  branches  wherever  pre- 
seoted ;  for,  if  she  did  not  do  it,  she  would  be 
ordered  to  transfer  the  notes  to  uie  place  where 
they  were  payable,  and  thm  to  traiufer  the  sil- 
ver to  the  place  where  it  was  wanted:  and 
botli  tiiese  operations  she  had  to  perform  at  her 
own  expense.  The  southern  and  western 
branoh  notes  flowed  to  the  Northeast;  tiie  gold 
and  silver  of  the  South  and  West  were  ordered 
to  follow  them ;  and,  in  a  little  while,  the 
specie  of  the  South  and  West  was  transferred 
to  the  Kortheast  j  but  the  notes  went  faster  on 
borsea  and  in  mail  stages  than  the  silver  could 

So  in  wagons ;  and  the  parent  bank  in  Phila- 
elphia,  and  the  branches  in  New  York  and 
Boston,  exhanated  by  the  donble  operi^ou  of 
providing  for  thmr  own,  and  for  southern  and 
westerm  branch  notes  besides,  were  on  the 
point  of  stopping  payment  at  the  end  of  two 
years.  Mr.  Oheves  then  came  into  the  presi- 
dency ;  he  stopped  the  issne  of  southern  and 
western  branch  paper,  and  saved  the  bank  from 
insolvency!  Application  was  then  made  to 
Ck>ngres3  to  repMd  the  foorteenth  section  of  the 
charter,  and  thus  relieve  the  bank  from  this 
obligation  to  cash  its  notes  everywhere.  Con- 
ffreta  r^/^aed  to  do  te.  Application  was  made 


[jSBun. 

at  the  same  time  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  twelfth 
fundamental  article  of  QiQ  constitntion  of  the 
bank,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  president 
and  principal, cashier  of  the  parent  bank  firom 
the  labor  of  signing  the  five  and  ton  dollar  notes, 
Congrm  r^'^ued  that  application  aUo.  And 
here  every  thing  rested  while  Mr.  Oheves  con- 
tinued president  The  sonthem  and  western 
branches  ceased  to  do  business  at  hankt;  no 
bank  notes  or  bills  were  seen  bnt  those  bearing 
the  signatures  of  the  president  and  his  princi- 
pal cashier,  and  none  of  thesepayable  at  south- 
em  and  western  branches,  I^e  profits  of  the 
Btockfadders  became  inconsiderable,  and  the 
prospect  of  a  renewed  charter  was  lost  In  the 
actual  view  of  the  inactivify  and  usdessness  of 
the  bank  in  the  Sonth  and  West  Mr.  Oheves 
retired.  He  withdrew ,  from  an  institution  he 
had  saved  from  bankruptoy,  but  which  ho  could 
not  render  useful  to  the  South  and  West ;  and 
then  ensued  a  set  of  operations  for  enabling  the 
bank  to  do  the  things  which  Congress  h^  re- 
fused to  do  for  it ;  that  is  to  say,  to  avoid  the 
operation  of  the  fourteenth  section,  and  so  much 
of  the  twelfth  fundamental  article  as  related  to 
the  signature  of  the  notes  and  bills  of  the  bank. 
These  operations  resulted  In  tiie  inventicm^  of 
the  Itrantih  fttmi  order*.  These  (ffders,  now 
floo^ng  the  ovnnti?,  ciroolatinK  as  notes^  and 
conaidered  everywhere  as  gold  and  silver, 
(because  they  are  eoIuntor%  cashed  at  several 
branches,  and  orroneotal^  received  at  every 
Ifuid  office  and  custom-house,)  have  g^ven  to  the 
bank  its  present  apparent  prosperity,  its  tem- 
porary popularity,  and  its  delusive  cry  of  a 
sound  and  uniform  currency.  This  is  my  nar- 
rative ;  an  appalling  one,  it  mnst  be  admitted ; 
but  let  it  stand  for  nothing  if  not  sustuned  by 
the  proof.   Here,  then,  la  the  proof  I 

[Bxtnets  read  from  Kr.  Cbeves's  report.] 

This  was  Mr.  Oheves's  Kiport  to  the  stock- 
holders 1  they  ocmsatted  as  to  the  means  of  re- 
lief, espieoially  on  the  great  points  of  signing 
the  currency,  and  getting  rid  of  the  fourteenth 
section.  The  result  was  a  conviction  that 
Congress  alone  could  relieve  them ;  that  legis- 
lative remedies  were  indispensable ;  and  a  me- 
morial was  draoghted  accordingly.  Its  intro- 
ductory paragraph  is  remarkable,  and  deserves 
to  be  read. 

"  That  the  institution  of  which  they  are  mana^rs 
is  laboring  under  several  grievances,  not  onl;  injuri- 
ous to  the  bank,  but,  as  £ey  respectAilly  concwvej 
to  the  nation  slso,  which  oul  for  l€gitlativ4  relief; 
some  of  these  arise  fVom  the  cri^moA  omMnmt  of 
appropriate  legal  eaactments,  others  from  certain 
prooinont  of  the  charter,  not  suited  to  the  eondUton 
aod  ciTcunuianea  of  the  bank,  and  one  of  very 
important  character,  from  a  regulaUon  concerning 
the  JiKol  reeeipta  of  the  Ooveroment  of  the  Union. 
For  the  rem^  of  these  <nb,  the  stockholders  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Doited  States  cm  only  look  to  Chn/fnu." 

Mark,  I  beseech  yon,  Mr.  President,  the 
phraseology  of  tiiis  memorial,  and  consider  who 
was  the  man  that  signed  it,  and  most  probably 
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drew  it  It  compltdns  of  original  omissions, 
and  existing  prona)(»iB  in  the  charter,  for  the 
remedy  of  which  l^dative  aid  is  prajed,  and 
Congress  declared  to  be  the  only  power  that 
can  grant  it  One  of  the  evils  thus  complained 
ci  was,  the  labor  imposed  npon  the  president  of 
the  bank,  and  the  prinolpaf  cashier,  in  signing 
the  five  and  ten  d<^lar  notes ;  another  was  the 
difficulty  of  pronding  payment  for  the  Bame 
note  at  the  branch  bank  which  isened  it,  and  at 
the  other  branches  to  which  it  might  be  carried 
in  the  coarse  of  trade  and  buaioess.  The  me- 
morial waa  accompanied  by  an  argumentative 
remoDstranoe,  strongly  nrging  CoDgress  to  grant 
the  relief  prayed  for.  The  appointment  of  an 
agent  and  register  to  ngn  notes  waa  urgently 

Srewed,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  reliering  the  presi- 
ent  from  manual  la^r,  that  he  might  give  his 
attention  to  the  higher  and  more  important 
bosiness  of  the  bank,  but  to  no  purpose ;  Con- 
reflued  the  reonest.  The  oHher  hnnch  of 
the  memorial  shared  the  same  fhte.  Itvasthe 
main  ^rplioation,  and  erery  nrgomentwas  nsed 
to  indnce  Congress  to  grant  it,  bnt  without 
effect  Hr.  Cheves  represented,  and  most  truly, 
that  the  bank  oonld  not  provide  payment  for 
the  same  note,  at  tiie  same  time,  in  eighteen 
different  places.  His  language  was :  '*  To-day, 
a  brxuich  ihall  hattt  a  million  qf  capital;  in 
tAfVM  montht  it  may  he  without  a  cent.^^  All 
this  was  true,  is  now  true,  and  forever  will  be 
true.  But  the  bank  was  established  to  famish  a 
sound  and  un^orm  oorrencj ;  that  soundness 
and  uniformity  oonld  only  be  attained  by  cash- 
ing the  notes  wherever  thm  were  presented ; 
if  diat  eoold  not  be  done,  tMpyblie  Meet  for 
eatsAUMMO  ike  hmi  had  /ailM;  and  Congress 
refused  to  let  its  branches  degenerate  into  local 
institutions,  issaing  a  local  paper  for  the  private 
gain  of  the  stockholders,  when  the  ^^t  public 
object  waa  no  longer  attainable.  The  refusal 
was  peremptory ;  and  as  the  bank  conld  not  go 
on  according  to  the  charter,  and  cash  its  notes  at 
all  t^e  branches,  the  branches  were  shut  np. 
They  issued  no  notes;  made  few  or  no  dis- 
counts ;  confined  themselves  to  dealing  in  ex- 
change, and  collecting  the  gold  and  silver  of  the 
Sonth  and  West^  and  remitting  it  to  the  parent 
bank.  This  state  of  things  oon tinned  about 
■even  yeare,  and  dniing  all  that  time  the  bank 
waa  forfeiting  its  charter  for  non-vwr,  that  is 
to  say,  for  not  using  its  powers  for  the  poblic 
and  beneficial  object  fbr  which  it  was  granted. 
This  was  an  unprofitable  season  for  the  stock- 
holders ;  dividends  were  small ;  the  odium  of 
the  institution  ^[reat ;  its  inability  to  furnish  a 
sound  and  uniform  currency  admitted ;  the 
charter  duly  liable  to  forfeiture ;  and  all  hopes 
for  ita  renewal  perfectly  desperate.  In  these 
oiroumBtanced  action  became  indispensable. 
It  was  neck  or  nothing.  Inaction  was  death ; 
action  oonld  be  no  worse,  and  might  lead  to 
lUb.  Some  new  remedy  must  be  mod ;  some 
daring  experunent  must  be  adv&ntnred ;  how- 
ever Mubtfnl  the  Issue,  hoverw  haardona  the 
trial,  the  Tentore  must  bo  made ;  it  waa  a  case 
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for  digitalie  !  and  the  ventare  was  made.  IHiat 
that  venture  was,  and  how  wonderfully  it  has 
succeeded,  to  tiie  astonishment  of  its  delighted 
protectprs,  I  will  now  show  you  in  the  words 
of  the  present  president  of  the  bank : 

Mr.  BiDDLi's  Report  to  the  Stoekkeldert  at  t/u  Tri- 
ennitJ  Meeting,  September,  1881.— fxfroete. 

"The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  established 
for  the  purpose  of  restoring  specie  payments,  which 
had  for  a  Ions  time  been  suspended  thronghont  a 
great  part  of  the  country— of  funi^og  a  tatmd 
eirevlatinff  mtdivm,  and  of  ^vlng  more  Mit^orwtUjf 
to  the  exchanges  between  dutant  secUons  of  die 
Union.  By  importiag  more  than  seven  milUofu  of 
specie,  and  by  a  free  issue  of  notes  immediately 
after  its  establisbment,  the  bank  witb  great  Bocrificte 
succeeded  for  &  time  in  attuning  these  objects ;  but 
it  seems  to  bare  been  afterwanu  contidereid  that  its 
powers  were  exhauated  Ay  the  efert,  and  that  the  ee»> 
tinuanee  of  it  wmld  be  entireijf  ia^raetieMe. 
eeeentiat  aMeuU]/  was  presumed  to  Ue  fn  the  pro- 
neion  of  the  charter,  making  the  notes  wtivermlly 
receivable  for  debts  due  to  the  Government  which, 
by  obliging  the  bank  to  provide  payment  for  the 
same  note  at  various  places,  would  require  it  to 
retain  a  greater  amount  of  spede  than  it  could  iasne 
of  notes ;  that  dlminbliing  rathw  4lMn  inoreasiDg 
the  sound  dreuUtion.  l%e  consequence  was,  the 
bank  iasaed  Its  own  netea  sparingly,  more  especiaBy 
in  the  Soatberti  and  Western  States,  where  it  often 
preferred  the  reissue  of  the  notes  of  the  State  banks, 
Miao  wueiUing  to  tmtt  fredg  tit  notea  tehich  it 
migkt  he  eompmed  to  pay  at  tome  ome  <tf  the  mamy 
plaeee  remote  from  the  pnnt  of  itetdng  them. 

•  •        •        «        •        •  * 

"  Having,  in  compliance  with  the  dIreeUona  of 
the  stockholders  In  1822,  applied  mtlumt  aueteee  to 
Congress  for  a  modiBcation  of  ttiis  dieoHina  pro- 
vinon  in  the  dutrter,  it  became  neeeeeary  tot  Uie 
board  of  directors  to  re-examine  the  eonstitutioD  of 
the  bank,  in  order  to  dieeoeer  whether  there  waa  reidly 
any  organic  defect  which  prevented  It  from  peribrm- 
ing  the  fbuctioDs  to  wucb  it  wm  destined,  or 
whether  some  different  combinaiion  of  its  powers 
might  not  otertomt  iu  d^ctdticM. 

The  experiment  was  mteresting  and  haeardout. 
It  .was  to  try  how  far  the  institution  conld  succeed 
in  doing  that  which  bad  never  yet  succeeded 
vhere,  in  diAiring  over  so  wide  a  snrfiMe  of  country 
a  currency  of  large  amount  and  of  fm^orm  value, 
at  all  places  and  under  all  cirenmstanees ;  and  aln 
whether  it  could  bring  down  to  its  extreme  Gmh 
the  necessary  expense  of  commerdal  interconrw 
between  distant  sections  of  country,  whose  ex- 
changeable prodnotions  were  of  mch  various  and 
uneqoal  TalnesL 

•  •       •       •       •  • 

**This  system  has  now  been  In  vpentiai  for 
several  years.  It  was  at  Jlrtt  ea^ierimental,  and  of 
daubt/vl  item;  and 'as  the  consequences  were 
equally  important  to  the  bank  and  the  community, 
its  progress  has  been  watched  with  deep  eolieilade 
Its  tweessi,  therefore,  has  been  eeen  with  propop- 
tionate  ■atlsbctlon." 

Mr.  President,  it  is  not  my  fashion  to  pot  a 
strained  oonstniotion  upon  any  gentleman's 
words — upon  the  words  of  one  present,  mneh 
less  one  who  has  no  place,  no  vdoe  here.  I 
will,  tberefixe,  pnt  no  oonatractitui  at  all  ii^Km 
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the  laogna^  which  I  have  read.  I  will  let 
eTery  word  stand  for  itself ;  will  let  every  phrase 
be  taken  in  its  literal,  natural^  obvious,  inevita- 
ble meaning.  And  what  do  they  tell  yonf 
"Why,  that  paymoit  of  the  same  note  at^aiiona 
places  waa  impoBsihle;  that  compolwry  pay- 
menta  war*  firtnl  to  the  bank ;  and,  to  get  rid 
of  them,  die  has  done  for  herself  what  Con- 
gress refased  to  do  for  her,  and  what  her  direc- 
toryj  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Obeves,  solemnly  de- 
clared that  Oongress  alone  oonld  do  1  This  is 
what  the  president  of  the  bank  tells  yon.  Look 
At  the  words : 

"Bank  established  to  keep  op  a  soand  unirorm 
carreney ;  exhausted  by  the  enort  to  do  so ;  entirely 
impracticable;  eSMDtial  dliBcuIty  in  the  provision 
of  the  charter  (the  I4tb  section)  which  made  the 
notes  nniversally  receivable  by  Government ;  com- 
pellable to  pa^  at  places  remote  ttam  the  point  of 
isnung ;  applied  without  success  to  Congress  for  a 
modification  of  this  disabling  provision  ;  re-exami- 
nation of  the  cooatitntion  of  the  bank ;  discovery 
of  new  powers;  the  difficnlties  overcome;  experi- 
ment hazardous;  never  succeeded  elsewhere;  the 
issue  doubtful ;  progress  watched  with  deep  solici- 
tude ;  great  sati^action  at  the  success." 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  what  was  this  ex- 
periment, of  hazu^  so  greaL  of  issae  so  donbt- 
iid,  which  never  sncceeded  elsewhere,  the  prog- 
ress of  which  was  watched  with  so  ranch  f-.'ar 
and  trembling,  and  the  fancied  saccess  of  which 
is  aDQODOced  with  so  much-  satisfaction  t  Sir, 
it  is  the  invention  of  tSiis  branch  bank  eturency  I 
It  la  the  snbstitation  of  branch  bank  ordert  for 
the  promissory- notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  I  And  Borely,  from  the  first  establish- 
ment of  liankB  to  the  present  day,  a  more  po- 
tent medicine  was  never  invented  for  the  core 
of  the  diseases  to  whioh  banks  are  most  subject. 
.  It  has  completely  overcome  all  the  difficnlties 
which  the  bank  lay  under  at  the  time  of  Hr. 
Cheves's  memorial,  and  which  were  then  ad- 
mitted to  be  fatal  to  it.  What  were  those  diffi- 
cnlties? They  were  a  twofold  impediment; 
^r*tj  a  total  inability  to  sign  notes  &st  enough  ; 
teeoneUyf  a  total  inability  to  pay  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  charter,  after  uey  were  sigDed. 
Toe  remedy  wuited  was,  ineresaed  Cscilities  for 
dgniog;  dhninished  liabilities  for  paying  I  And 
the  orders  have  completely  answered  this 
doable  object.  Signers  enough  now,  and  com- 
pnisory  payment  nowhere  I  This  is  the  glorions 
relief  which  the  experiment  has  brought.  This 
is  the  cataplasm  which  has  healed  the  woimds 
of  the  bank.  This  is  the  medicinal  drug — the 
balsamic  drink — the  restorative  infusion — which 
has  poured  a  new  portion  of  strength  into  the 
exbaosted  machine,  and  enabled  it  to  bear  its 
infirmities  a  little  longer.  Fifty  signers  at 
work,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  endorsing 
clerks,  pouring  outfrom  five.and  twenty;. places 
their  perennial  streams  of  paper.  When  out,  it 
is  not  p^able  by  flaw  anywhere.  Hot  at  the 
branch  which  issaes  it;  for  there  is  neither 
promise,  nor  law,  to  exact  the  payment  there, 
ifot  at  any  other  branch,  for  the  14th  sectitm 


of  the  charter  does  not  apply  to  orders,  and  we 
have  just  seen  that  they  were  invented  to  evade 
that  flection.  Not  in  Philadelphia;  for,  not* 
withstanding  that  may  be  the  purport  of  the 
order,  yet  it  is  an  absolute  impossibility ;  for 
the  people  of  this  wide  confederacy,  the  labor- 
ins  people  eq>edally,  who  handle  ihese  small 
orders,  can  never  go  up  to  Philadelphia  to  de- 
mand the  hud  money  for  them.  Yea,  sir,  these 
orders  are  the  thing.  It  is  the  currency  of 
which  they  are  composed  which  has  enabled 
the  machinery  of  the  bank  to  go  to  work  after 
the  inaction  from  1819  to  183V.  It  is  this  cur- 
rency which  has  enabled  it  to  flood  the  Sonth 
and  West  (as  I  will  show  presentiy)  with  paper 
for  which  it  has  not  the  means  of  redemption. 
It  is  this  which  has  enabled  its  votaries  to  ruse 
the  oiy,  brief  and  delusive,  of  sound  and  uni- 
form current^.  It  is  this  whioh  enables  tiio 
retuners  of  tiie  bank  to  contradict  Praidmt 
Jaekum  fbr  repeating  its  own  words;  yes  I  re- 
peating their  own  words :  for  the  Message  of 
18S9,  declaring  the  failure  of  the  bank  to  fhrniah 
a  sound  and  uniform  currency,  is  nothing  but 
the  repetition  of  what  the  bank  directory  itself 
had  declared,  and  what  all  intelligent  men 
know  to  be  true.  It  is  this  Illegal,  u-responsible 
currency  which  has  enabled  the  bank  to  fill 
l^e  Union  with  debtors  in  chdns,  who  scream 
incessantly  for  the  life  and  glory  of  their  Jug- 
gernaut^ and  attack  with  the  fury  of  wild  beasts 
every  public  man  who  will  not  square  his  pub- 
lic condnot  by  the  devooring  miseries  of  tb^ 
own  private  conation,  and  the  remorseless 
cravings  of  tbnr  insatiate  idol. 

I  have  now  established,  Mr.  President,  as  I 
trust  and  believe,  the  tmth  of  the  first  branch 
of  my  proposition,  namely,  that  this  currency 
of  branch  bank  orders  is  unauthorized  by  the 
charter,  and  illegal.  I  will  now  say  a  few 
words  in  support  of  the  second  branch  of  the 
proposition,  namely,  that  this  currency  ought  to 
be  suppressed. 

The  mere  fact  of  the  ill^ality,  air,  I  should 
hold  to  be  sufficient  to  justify  this  snppresnon. 
In  a  country  of  laws,  the  laws  should  be  obeyed. 
Ko  private  individoal  shonld  be  allowed  to 
trample  them  under  fbot;  mudi  less  a  public 
man,  or  pnblic  body;  least  of  all,  a  great 
moneyed  corporation  wielding  about  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  boldly 
contending  with  the  Federal  Government  tor 
the  sceptre  of  political  power — money  u  power  I 
The  Back  of  the  Unitea  States  possesses  more 
money. than  tiie  Federid  Government;  and  the 
question  of  power  is  now  to  be  decided  between 
them.  That  question  is  wrapped  up  in  the  case 
before  you.  -  It  is  a  case  of  clear  conviction  of 
a  violation  of  the  laws  by  this  great  moneyed 
corporation;  and  that  not  of  a  single  statate, 
ana  by  inadvertence,  and  in  a  small  matter, 
whioh  concerns  but  few,  bat  bi  one  general, 
sweeping,  studied,  and  systematio  infraction  of 
a  whole  code  of  laws— of  an  entire  consti- 
tution, made  for  its  sole  government  and  re- 
straint— and  the  pemioioos  effects  of  which  en- 
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ter  Into  the  rerennei  of  the  Union,  and  extend 
tbemselvea  to  every  monejed  bwuaoUon  be- 
tween man  uid  roan.  This  is  the  case  of  vio- 
lated lav  which  stands  before  ;oq;  and  if  it 
goes  onpunished,  then  do  I  say,  the  qnestion  of 
political  power  is  decided  b«tweeQ  the  bank  and 
tiie  Government.  The  qnestion  of  sapremacy 
is  at  an  end.  Let  there  be  no  more  talk  of 
restrictions  or  limitation  in  the  ch^ter.  Grant 
a  new  one.  Grant  it  opoa  the  spot.  Grant  it 
withont  words  1  Grant  it  in  blank  I  to  save 
the  directors  from  the  labor  of  re-examination  I 
the  court  from  the  labor  of  oonstmotionsl  and 
Tonre^ves  from  the  degradation  of  being  pnb- 
udy  trampled  nndwr  footi 

I  do  insist,  Jix.  FrendenL  that  this  onrrcncy 
OQght  to  be  BQppressed  for  illegality  alone,  even 
il  no  pernicious  consequences  oonld  result  from 
its  circulation.  But  pernicious  oonsequenoes 
do  resolt.  The  substituted  currency  is  not  the 
equivalent  of  the  branch  bank  notes,  whose 
place  it  has  usurped ;  it  is  Inferior  to  those 
notes  in  vital  partionlars,  and  to  the  manifest 
dsnger  and  loss  of  tlie  people. 

In  the  first  place,  these  branch  bank  orders 
are  not  payable  in  the  States  in  which  they  are 
isgued.  Look  at  themt  they  are  nominally 
payable  in  Philadelphia  1  Look  at  th«  lawt 
It  gives  the  holder  no  right  to  demand  their 
contents  at  the  branch  Mnk,  until  tiie  order 
has  been  to  Philadelphia,  and  returned.  I  lay 
no  stress  upon  the  insidious  circumstance  tbttt 
these  orders  are  now  paid  at  the  branch  where 
issued,  and  at  oQier  brandies.  That  voluntary, 
delnuve  payment  may  satisfy  those  who  are 
willing  to  swallow  a  gilded  book;  it  may  satisfy 
tiiose  who  are  willine  to  hold  their  property 
at  the  will  of  the  bank.  For  my  part,  I  want 
law  for  my  rights.  I  look  at  the  law,  to  the 
legal  rights  of  the  holder,  and  say  that  he  has 
no  right  to  demand  payment  at  the  branch 
which  issued  the  order.  The  presMit  custom 
of  paying  is  vcduntaiy,  not  compulsory ;  it  de- 
pends upon  the  will « the  bank,  not  ^pon  law ; 
and  none  but  tyrants  can  require,  or  slaves 
submit  to,  a  tenure  at  will.  These  orders,  even 
admitting  them  to  be  legal,  are  only  payable  in 
Pbiladel^ia;  and  to  demand  payment  there,  isa 
delusive  and  tfi^wiAtieabU  right.  For  the 
body  of  the  citizens  cannot  go  to  Philadelphia 
to  get  the  change  for  the  small  orders ;  mer- 
chants will  not  remit  them ;  they  would  as 
soon  carry  up  the  fire  of  hell  to  Philadelphia ; 
for  the  bank  would  consign  them  to  ruin  if  they 
did.  These  orders  are  for  the  frontiers ;  and 
it  is  made  interest  and  the  policy  of  mer- 
dunts  to  leave  them  at  home,  and  take  a  bill 
of  exohange  at  a  nominal  premium.  Brokers 
alone  will  ever  carry  them,  and  that  as  their 
own,  after  buying  them  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
people  at  a  discount  fixed  by  themselves. 

This  contrivance,  Kr.  Preddent^  of  issuing 
bank  paper  at  one  place,  payable  at  another 
and  a  distant  place,  is  not  a  new  thii^  under 
the  sun ;  bat  its  success,  if  it  Bucoeeds  here, 
will  be  a  new  thing  in  the  hlrtory  of  banking. 


This  contrivance,  sir,  is  of  European  origin.  It 
began  in*  SooUand  some  years  ago,  with  a  banker 
in  Aherdeett.  who  issued  promissory  notes  pay- 
able in  Londcn.  Then  the  Bank  of  Irelaod  set 
her  branches  in  Sligo^  Cork,  and  Belfatt^  at  the 
same  work,  and  they  made  their  branch  notes 
payable  in  Ihiblin.  The  English  country  bank- 
ers took  the  hint,  and  put  out  their  notes  pay- 
able in  London.  The  moss  of  these  notes 
were  of  the  smaller  den<nninationa,  one  and  two 
pounds  Bterling,  corresponding  with  our  five 
and  ten  dollar  orders ;  such  as  were  handled 
by  the  labeling  dasseSf  and  who  could  neTW 
carry  them  to  London  and  DudZin  to  demand 
the  contents.  At  this,  point  the  British  Im- 
perial Pariiament  to^  of^nizance  tsi  the  mat- 
ter ;  treated  tiie  issue  of  such  notes  as  a  vidoos 
practice,  violative  of  the  very  first  idea  of  a 
sound  currency,  and  particularly  dangeroas  to 
the  laboring  classes.  The  parliament  suppress- 
ed the  preface.  This  all  happened  in  the  year 
1826 ;  and  now  this  practice,  thus  suppr^sed 
in  England^  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  is  in  full 
operation  in  oar  America  !  and  the  directors  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  are  celebrated, 
as  the  greatest  of  financiers,  for  picking  np  an 
illegal  practice  of  Soottish  oririn,  and  putting 
it  into  <n>eration  in  tiie  United  States,  and  thaC 
too,  in  tine  very  year  in  which  it  wasBuppressed 
in  Great  Britain  I 

In  the  next  place,  these  orders  are  impover^ 
ishing  and  destructive  to  the  States  in  whicli 
they  are  issued,  because  they  lead  to  the  abduc- 
tion iti  gold  and  tilter.  If  notes  are  issued, 
they  are  payable  at  the  branch  bank,  and  an 
adequate  supply  of  gold  and  silver  must  be  kept 
on  hand  to  redeem  thera ;  but  these  orders 
being  drawn  on  Philadelphia,  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver of  the  State  must  be  sent  there  to  meet 
them.  This  is  the  clear  undoubted  theory  of 
this  new-fimgled  currency;  it  is  also  the 

S roved  established  practice  and  effbots  of  it 
Iverybody  in  the  South  and  West  knows  tliat 
the  hard  money  of  the  oonntiy  is  constantly 
disappearing ;  but  those  only  who  have  ob- 
served the  working  of  the  machinery  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stateacan  tell  where  all 
this  hard  money  is  gone.  The. monthly  state- 
ments of  the  bank  will  tell  this  secret.  They  will 
show  that  the  gold  and  nlver  of  the  South  and 
West  go  to  the  Northeast ;  and  that  t^e  branches 
are  the  channels  of  collection  and  remittance. 
Here  are  some  items  from  the  returns  of  the 
year  1880,  the  last  which  have  been  yet  printed, 
and  which  will  throw  ,  a  little  light  upontiiis 
snl^ect: 

[The  statements.] 

Here  is  a  picture  for  you,  If  r.  Prerident,  and 
a  contrast  with  it.  On  one  side,  a  most  beg- 
garly exhibition  of  empty  boxes ;  on  the  other, 
illness  and  distension  to  bursting.  West  of 
the  AHeghanies,  and  sonth  of  the  Potomac,  no 
hard  money;  in  the  Ifortheast,  millions  at 
every  point.  Bat,  as  a  compensation  for  this 
defioioicy  of  metal,  we  have  a  most  boontiful 
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OTpply  of  pap^.  Ten,  tventr,  fbirty,  forty, 
fiftj  to  one  is  our  proportion  of  paper  to  silver. 
And  for  all  this  paper  the  country  is  ia  debt, 
and  pays  interest  (bank  interest)  to  non-resi- 
dents and  foreigners  1  Gentlemen  of  the  South 
complain  of  the  taiiff,  and  donhtless  with  mnch 
reason ;  but  the  day  is  at  hand  when  every  eye 
shall  see,  and  every  tongne  shall  confess,  that 
the  tariff  is  not  the  only,  nor  the  largest,  nor 
the  most  Toraeioot  vampire  which  snora  at 
their  vehul  The  Bank  <tf  the  United  States 
dlvidea  that  bnsiness  with  the  tari^  and,  like 
the  stronger  brother,  takes  the  largest  absn  to 
herself.  She  fhmishea  her  brood  of  these  in- 
satiable suckers.  She  han^  them  on  every 
Tein  of  cold  and  silver  which  the  Sonth  and 
West  exhibit.  They  gorge  to  repletion,  then 
Tomit  their  load  into  the  vast  receptacles  of 
t^e  Northeast,  and  gorge  again.  The  hard 
money  of  the  country,  that  money  which  pays 
no  interest,  is  sacked  Qp  and  sent  away ;  the 
p^r  money  of  a  company,  for  which  bant 
interest  is  exacted,  takes  its  place.  The  people 
of  the  ooonby  are  in  debt  for  this  paper,  the 
greater  part  of  them  at  second  and  tnira  hand, 
borrowers  from  borrowers,  paying  rack-interest 
to  the  intermediate  lenders.  The  labors  of  tlie 
year  barely  snffice  for  the  payment  of  the  sixty 
days'  collection  of  all  this  interest  ■  The  prin- 
cipal is  still  behind,  to  come  apon  these  ex- 
hansted  coantries  when  delayed  payment  has 
doabled  the  difficulty  of  makiog  payment. 
When  that  dread  day  comes,  and  come  it  will, 
and  nothing  is  gained  by  putting  it  off,  the 
towns  and  cities  of  the  South  and  "West— the 
fairest  farms  and  goodliest  mansions — will  be 
set  up  at  auction,  to  be  knocked  down  to  the 
bank  agent,  at  the  mock  prices  fixed  in  the 
ooanting  room' of  the  hank  itself. 

In  the  third  place,  the  emission  of  these 
orders  has  deluged  the  country  with  eounter- 
feita.  The  evils  of  connterfeifcjg  was  one  of 
the  objections  made  to  the  application  of  the 
bank  for  the  leave  to  apptdnt  an  agent  and 
register  to  sign  the  five  and  ten  dollar  notes. 
The  danger  was  so  obvious  and  imminent,  that 
the  memorial  of  the  directors  candidly  admit- 
ted it,  and  entered  into  the  suggestion  of  many 
precautionary  measures  to  prevent  it.  They 
admitted  that  if  the  signers  were  numerout  or 
temporary:,  the  danger  of  counterfeiting  would 
be  excessive  and  destructive ;  but  declared  that 
the  bank,  with  a  view  to  its  own  Into^at, 
would  not  suffer  them 'to  be  either  viumerovi  or 
tem^porary^  altbon^  the  act  might  not  limit 
the  nnmber.  The  directors  proposed,  however, 
to  limit  the  nnmber  to  two ;  to  make  them 
permanent  officers  in  die  bank ;  and  to  pnblish 
their  appointment  in  the  Washington  city  ga- 
zettes before  they  shoald  begin  to  act.  A  bill 
with  all  these  proviidons  was  reported;  but 
Congress  refosed  to  pass  it,  and  for  this  reason, 
among  others,  that  the  power  of  signing  the 
notes  involved  the  power  of  judging  their  gen- 
uineness; and  this  power  was  too  high  and 
dangerous — too  eadlj  abased— ^d  too  nardly 


remedied,  to  be  trusted  to  any  but  the  very 
highest  officers  of  the  bank — those  whose  char- 
acter and  station  would  afford  the  strongest 
guaranties  to  the  public  for  the  fair  exercise  of 
a  power  so  delicate  and  responsible.  Congress 
refused  to  pass  the  bill.  What  next  ?  Why, 
sir,  Hr.  Chevea  and  his  directory  submitted; 
but  a  new  directory  came  in,  and  what  did 
they  do?  'They  re-examined  the  constitution 
of  the  bank,  and  discovered  the  means  of  over- 
coming the  difficolty.  They  subBlitated  branch 
bank  ordert  for  branch  bank  notea;  and  set. 
not  two,  but  fifty  signers  uid  one  hundred  and 
fifty  end(n^ng  clerks  at  work  upon  these 
ordert.  What  is  the  consequence?  Counter- 
feiting to  an  excess,  and  andacitj  never  paral- 
leled before !  I  saw  in  Missonn,  before  I  lefb 
home,  a  descriptive  list  of  ninety-nine  varieties 
of  counterfeits  on  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches  alone ;  most  of  them  of 
the  class  of  these  five  fmd  ten  dollar  orders. 
This  list  was  contained  in  a  periodical  sheet, 
called  "  Counterfeit  Detector  ;'*  a  work  wholly 
given  up  to  describing  counterfeits  on  the 
United  States  Bank  and  its  branches ;  for  to 
Buoh  excess  has  this  crime  arisen,  as  to  ^ve 
birth  to  a  new  species  of  literary  pnblication ; 
a  periodical  newspaper  wholly  ^voted  to  the 
description  and  detection  of  counterfeit  paper 
currency.  The  remedy  only  announces  the  ex- 
tent of  the  evil ;  it  does  not  cure  it.  None -but 
business  men  in  cities,  and  a  few  official  char- 
acters, can  afford  to  buy  and  study  these  peri- 
odicals ;  the  body  of  the  people  have  no  benefit 
from  them.    After  all,  the  Detector  is  no 

fuide ;  the  marks  of  a  counterfeit  detected  and 
escribed  in  one  number  of  the  periodical,  are 
corrected  and  amended  in  the  next  edition  of 
the  counterfeits.  They  instruct  the  connter- 
feiters  how  to  amend  ttteir  work.  The  fact  is, 
nobody  can  tell  the  good  from  the  bad.  Bro- 
kers and  bank  officers  assume  to  do  it;  but 
they  had  as  well  assume  to  be  conjurors  and 
astrologers ;  they  had  as  well  practise  incantap 
tions,  and  deliver  oracles  in  convulsions  and 
contortions,  as  to  look  at  this  paper,  and  pro- 
nounce judgments ;  they  had  as  well  gaze  at 
t}ie  stars,  and  judge  by  the  motions  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  as  to  look  at  these  orders,  and 
judge  from  the  writing  and  engraving;  they 
had  as  well  do  as  the  soothsayers  of  old — go 
out  upon  a  high  hill — watch  the  fiight  of  birds 
— and  then  prognosticate  that  the  ortUr  is 
good  or  bad,  as  the  bird  chances  to  fiy,  dexter 
or  unister.  as  it  passes  the  hill.  Far  from 
knowing  tne  handwriting,  they  hardly  know 
of  the  existence  of  the  writers  I  Yet  these 
solemn  judges  condemn,  and  condemn  irrevo- 
cably, the  property  of  the  people  1  They  dl 
know  how  to  draw  the  sign  of  St.  Andrew's 
cross ;  and  that  fatal  sign,  drawn  through  the 
face  of  an  order,  is  decisive  of  its  fate.  True 
or  false,  good  or  bad,  from  that  moment  it  falls 
into  the  receptacle  of  things;  not  lost^  but 
damned,  on  earth. 
I  do  not  stand  here,  l£x.  Frerident,  to  en- 
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lai^  upon  the  general  evila  of  a  coonterfeit 
onrrency,  such  as  belong  in  comnion  to,the 
forging  of  all  bank  papers ;  bnt  there  are  evils 
peculiar  to  the  circolation  of  these  oonnterfeit 
orders,  which  give  a  dlstiaotiTe  character  to 
the  mischiefe  which  thej  inflict,  and  donand  a 
colar  animadTersion.  Thea6  evils  grow* 
out  of  the  wide  extent  of  the  oircolatiott 
of  these  connterfeits,  which  carries  the  for- 
geries of  every  State  of  the  Union  into  ever; 
other  State,  thus  affecting  each  part  with  Uie 
miseries  of  the  whole — swelling  the  mass  of 
crime  and  fraud,  and  augmenting  the  difflcol- 
ties  of  detection  in  proportion  to  the  distancft 
from  which  the  intrnsive  ooonterfeits  came. 
The  next  peculiar  evil  is  in  the  multitude  of 
incompetent  judges;  already  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  in  number,  and  annually  increas- 
ing. A  third  peooliarevil  is  in  .  the  one-rided 
oharaoter  of  these  judges— all  appointed  at  the 
will  of  the  bank — all  holding  tiieir  ^>point- 
menta  at  her  will — and  all  feeling  it  to  be  their 
interest  to  commit  no  mistakes  to  her  preju- 
dice. The  last,  and  greatest,  of  these  peculiar 
evils,  ia  in  the  small  size  of  tiiese  orders,  whidi 
&TOWB  th&r  ooonterfeits  npon  that  class  of  the 
commmiity  who  are  least  capable  to  detect  the 
^position,  and  least  able  to  bear  the  loss. 
The  laboring  classes,  the  middle-uzed  farmers, 
and  the  country  people,  are  the  peculiar  vic- 
tims of  thiB  speciee  of  counterfeits.  They  han- 
dle email  sums,  and  the  small-sized  counterfeits 
fall  npon  their  hands.  Every  counterfeit  inoat 
stop  somewhere.  Sooner  or  I^er  it  mnat  atop, 
in  aomebpdy^s  bands ;  and,  the  mass  these 
amall  ones  will  oert^nly^stop  in  the  lumds  of 
poor  people.  Thus  it  was  in  England.  In  tiie 
Ktaoe  of  six  years,  from  1812  to  1818,  no  less 
Uian  164,454  counterfeit  notes  were  presented 
and  detected  at  the  Bank  of  England;  of 
which  128,800  were  for  one  poond,  oorrwpond- 
ing  with  our  five  dollar  orders;  and  18,662 
were  for  two  pounds,  corresponding  with  our 
ten  dollar  orders;  leaving  only  uwut  8,000 
notes  oat  of  upwards  of  1M,000  for  all  denom- 
inations above  two  pounds,  or  ten  dollars ;  thus 
incontestably  proving  that  the  poor  were  the 
Uwers,  and  the  viotims.  This  was  stated  in  his 
idace'by  the  honorable  Hairy  Orey  Bennet, 
who  stated,  at  tHe  same  time,  that  out  of  five 
hundred  and  one  persMU  convicted  of  for^ng, 
or  passing,  or  offering  coonterfeit  notes,  in  the 
ahcnit  space  of  thirteen  years,  of  whom  two 
handred  and  seven  had  been  hung,  and  others 
deported,  the  mass  of  them  were  poor  people ; 
and  the  notes  for  which  they  died,  were  small 
ones  of  one  and  two  pound^  eqnal  to  five  and 
ten  dollars.  And  he  said,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
in  this  fiightful  mass  of  crime,  and  fraad,  and 
misery,  and  death,  had  found  their  consolation 
and  their  profit  in  dividing^  anumg  themselves 
twuUif-^M  miUiomtif  peundt  tterling!  equal 
to  about  0716  hvndreA  and  Uemijf  miUumtcf 
dcUan  I  This  is  what  the  counterfeiting  part, 
or  fiorgery  depwtment  of  the  t^^ifing  ^y^em, 
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arrived  at  in  England:  this  is  tbe  point  to 
which  tbe  forgery  of  these  branch  ban^  ordcn 
is  rapidly  carrying  the  American  people.  And 
for  all  the  crime  and  misery  which  has  grown 
out  of  the  connterfeituig  of  these  orden,  and 
all  Uiat  shall  grow  oot  of  them,  direc^in, 
who  violated  tndr  durter  to  do  what  Ooagrm 
fbrbid,  are  Jostly  aooonntable  to  God  and  manl 
I  have  car^illy  abstained,  Hr.  Presideiit, 
from  the  use  of  any  tc^io  of  a  general  or  ex- 
citing nature.  I  have  confined  myadf  to  a 
mere  judicial  pleading.  Bnt  there  is  one  ar^- 
ment  against  the  iseoe  of  this  currency  wbidi 
goes  so  directly  to  the  honor,  ^e  dignity,  the 
mdependence  of  the  States,  that  I  cannot  for- 
bear to  hold  it  up  for  an  instant,  and  tojMu  it 
as  a  shadow  before  you.  It  is  this.  We  sU 
know  the  high  and  responsible  nature  tbe 
coining  power.  It  is  an  attribute  of  nationil 
sovereignty;  in  ite  nature  belonging  to  the 
highest  antliority  in  every  form  of  Goveni- 
pient.  Tlie  States  of  this  etnifederacy,  each  flor 
itself  became  invested  with  tiiis  high  power 
the  moment  they  burst  the  chuns  of  British 
vassalage.  Possessed  of  the  right  in  full,  tfaey 
divided  it,  in  part,  with  the  Gongreas  of  tlu 
confederation.  The  convention  of  1789  gave 
it  exclusively  to  tbe  new  Federal  Govenunott; 
and  since  that  time  no  State  can  coin  money, 
relate  its  value,  emit  bills  of  tnttt,  W  tanke 
any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a  tender  in  dis- 
charge of  debts.  Congress  alone  has  the  fUl 
power  to  coin  and  regulate  its  value ;  a  dis- 
puted, power  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  ud  bo 
power.to  make,  any  thing  bnt  gold  and  nlver 
a  lawflil  tender.  Wjall,  the  Bank  of  the  Ihilted 
States  refers  its  orig^;  in  the  ojnnion  of  mny, 
to  the  coining  and  regiolating  clause  in  the  oon- 
stitation.  What  is  admitted  by  all,  is^  tint 
Congress  has  granted  to  the  bank  a  power  to 
issue  a  paper  currency  far  beyond  tibe  amoimt 
of  the  coined  currency  in  the  Union ;  that  this 
p^>er  currency  is  receivable  in  payment  of  ill 
daes  to  the  Federal  Government;  and,  being 
so  receivable,  thence  et^<^  a  degree  of  oredit 
and  circulation  oo-extensive  with  the  limits  of 
the  Union.  Karnes,  Ur.  Prendent,  are  noth- 
ing; anbstance  is  every  thing.  The  sabstan- 
tifu  power  of  coining,  and  of  nualating  ^ 
currency,  is  in  the  bulk ;  for  it  iflsoea  a  eor- 
reu<^  which  exceeds  the  ennii  in  quantity,  and 
snperaedes  it  in  circolation.  OoDgreee  nve 
this  great  poww-^  efiSect,  one  <tf  the  fai^iwBt 
attributes  of  national  soTcreignty— to  tbe  ooot- 
pany  of  individuals  incorporated  under  tbe 
misnomer  -of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
this  oompany.has  devolved  its  power,  so  &r  is 
the  hranoh  bank  orders  are.  conoenied,  upon 
their  subaltom  agencies,  called  branch  banks ; 
and,  according  to  the  opinion  ctf.the  federal 
court,  may  devolve  it  npon  whatever  igmts 
they  please.  These  subaltern  agaaeieB  ho 
protruded  into  the  States^  and  there  exercise  a 
power  superior  to  tiiat  which  the  State  Gov- 
ernments  surrendered  to  the  Federal  Govem- 
ment.  They  iaene  a  paptt  comncj  witUi  tbe 
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State,  Trhioh  snpersedes  and  expels  the  hard 
money.  Thej  usne  a  paper  cairenoy  nat  pay- 
iMe  vitkin  tftiB  State,  nor  within  the  next  State; 
nor  vithin  Jioe  hundred  or  ojie  thoiuemd  milea  ; 
nor  praetieably  payable  tmyvherel  and^or 
mgH^tOfrnetU  ^  wAieA  Qme  <■  ii«tt&«r  jmmM- 
tSmk  norpmalts  in  the  «Aartor.  Tb\a  earrensj 
neoeMBruT,  and  pnwtMnbhr,  becomea  a  cnr- 
renoy  of  Dills  of  credit,  reaeenuble  at  the  will 
of  the  imier,  and  not  the  will  of  the  holder ; 
and  these  bills  all  people  (la  the  Soath  and 
West,  at  least)  are  nnder  a  virtual  duresse  to 
reoeive;  beoaiise  all  other  onrrency  is  chased 
sway.  And  thus  these  bills  of  credit  become 
a  farced  and  irresistible  tender  in  the  payment 
of  debts.  Oan  the  States  stand  this  f  If  they 
can,  titey  are  ripe  and  ready  to  sink  into  the 
ooQ^taOii,  not  of  provinoes  of  the  empire,  but 
of  &rm8-— the  raok-reat  fiums-Htf  ft  great 
moneyed  oligardiy. 

Sir,  I  stop ;  not  that  I  have  flidshed,  bnt  tiiat 
erery  thing  must  have  an  end,  even  the  orer- 
flowings  of  grief  and  iodignation  at  viewing 
the  frightfal  progress  which  a-great  moneyea 
(^garohy  is  making  over  the  sinking  liberties 
of  the  land.  The  cause  demands  a  different 
adTocate.  It  calls  for  that  rare  man  who  re- 
bnked  and  overthrew  the  andacdous  enterptise 
of  Walpole — who  overturned  the  judgments  of 
tlie  Kill's  court — drove  back  tiie  royal  patent 
aoroes  t£e  Iridi  channel,  and  saved  the  people 
of  Ireland  from  the  evils  of  an  illegal  currency, 
and  thwr  Government  from  the  degradataou  of 
sadog  a  ^TBte  Individnal  exercising  the  high 
power  fa  lisaiiig  a  natibnal  oorranoy  witun 
her  Umita.  The  crisis  calls  for  that  man.  It 
calls  for  the  damtless  spirit — the  mighty  genins 
— tiie  Iofl7  scorn  of  hopes  and  feant,  which  be- 
longed to  the  illnstrions  Dean  of  fit  Patrick's  I 
And,  if  we  are  now  destSaed  to  ^nk  in  this 
contest,  (which  Heaven  of  its  infinite  mercy 
aTert)~but  if  we  are  destined  to  unk,  then  do 
I  say  it  is  not  for  want  of  a  cause  less  jnst,  less 
righteonSj  '  less  national,  leas  holy,  thui  tost  in 
which  Ireland  triumphed,  but  because  the  com- 
bined powers  of  all  America's  patriot  sons  are 
vnable  to  write  the  draper't  leUen! 

iCr.  Dallas  said :  llie  basis  upon  which  the 
honorabla  .Senator  from  lUssonri  had  reared 
the  snperrtructore  of  his  argument  was  a  print- 
ed copy  of  a  charge  deliverad  to  a  jnry  by  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  of  the 
Uaited  Stab^'sitting  as  a  circuit  Judge  in  the 
eastern  dtstriet  of  Pennsylvania.  He  (Mr.  D.) 
was  well  aoqaaint«d  with  the  circumstances 
and  occasion -'of- that  charge,  and  deemed  it 
right  to  vindicate  the  dislingnished  and  learned 
magistrate  by  whom  it  was  pronounced  from 
the  idea  involved  in  the  epithet  "extra-Jndi- 
ciaL"  It  iwas  any  thing  but  extra>judiciaL 
The  trial  was  of  a  man  indicted  for  pasnng  a 
oomiterfiKt' order  tm  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  The  counsel  for  the  ao- 
onaedf  exoniain^j  their  professional  skill,  de- 
aaanded  his  acquittal. upon- the  ground  (among 
otben)  tint  tiM  p^Mtr  deacribea  in  the  indiot- 
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ment — a  foi^ry  of  ene  of  the  orders  agunst 
which  tiie  gentleman  had  levelled  his  battery — 
"was  not,  ^  genuine,  a  legal  instrument,  and 
could  not  be  made  the  subject  of  a  criminal 
proceeding.  He  went  upon  predsely  the  same 
course  of  reasoning  as  had  been  heard  that 
mcmuDg.  It  became  the  duly  of  the  Judge 
oarefblly  to  erarider,  and  dearly  to  expouira, 
the  law  thus  drawn  Into  question.  The  Uberty 
of  a  fellow-ci^n  was  dependent  upon  his 
opinion.  He  was  about  to  make  it  known  to 
the  jury :  he  did  so ;  and  this  is  characterized 
as  "  extra-judicial." 

But  the  honorable  Senator  farther  complains 
that  the  jadge  attained  his  condudons,  as  to 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  of  Oongress 
incorporating  the  bank,  by  "construction." 
And  by  what  other  process  could  he.attun 
them?  It  is  conceded  that  no  positive  and  dis* 
tinet  prohibition  of  these  orders  or  'drafts  is  to 
be  found  In  the  charter :  and  as  if  to  vindicate 
by  liis  practice  the  jndge  whom  he  was  con- 
demning by  his  preo^t,  the  learned  genUeman 
has  ably  and  inde&tigably  ai^ed  that  they  are 
prohibitory  by  "  construction."  He  takes  tite 
very  course  he  disapprovte,  and  denies  to  oth- 
ers what  he  cannot  himself  do  without. 

It  was  .not  his  intention  to  follow  the  able 
Senator  through  the  labyrinth  of  objections  he 
had  suggested  to  these  orders  or  drafts.  He 
had  certainly  anticipated  no  such  stndied  and 
prolonged  argument  as  introductory  to  the 
present  motion,  and  was  alike  nnwiUing  and 
unequal  to  the  labor  of  a  regular  reply,  whioh, 
however  proper'  it  inight  be  before  a  Jndidal 
tribunal,  be  ocmoeiTed  would  be  misplaced  and 
ill-t^ed  here.'  *  But  as  so  much  had  been  so 
well  said,  with  the  view  to  discredit  the  opin- 
ion of  the  learned  Judge,  and  tending  to  pro- 
dnce  a  destructive  alarm  as  to  the  validity 
the  currency  in  question,  he  would  briefly  state 
the  impregnable,  though  simple,  course  of  rea- 
soning by  which  its  l^ality,  under  the  charter, 
was  maintuned.  He  did  this,  not  because  it 
was  essential  to  the  determination  of  the  mat- 
ter before  the  Senate,  but,  if  possible,  to  turn 
the  edge  of  a  weapon,  which,  if  not  aimed, 
was  pointing  fatally  at  the  interests  of  the 
wor^v  ana  poorer  olasses  bis  feJlow-<»li- 
zens. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  not  a  syllable  prohib- 
itory of  these  orders  could  be  found  in  the  act 
of  inoorporatiou.  The  sagacity  and  persever- 
ance of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  great  and 
anxious  as  they  were,  had  &iled  to  discover  a 
single  word  upon  which  he  could  panse,  and 
frankly  allege  their  prohibition.  Tet  he  has 
told  us,  and  told  us  tnily,  that  this  charter  was 

ettvffed  and  crammed  mth  restrietioru  and 
tfom^KKiM"  by  those  who  framed  it,  with  a 
view  to  satisfy  the  republicans  of  sixteen  years 
ago.  It  certainly  contained  mai^,  probably 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  seouriUes  and  guards 
which  wisdom  oan  devise  against  the  misman- 
agement and  ndswplioataon  (rf  powers  and 
privileges  aodi  as  it  oonforred.    TSo'i  details 
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seem  to  be  avoided,  no  qiecifioatioD  is  deemed 
too  minnte,  and  no  pfaraaeoloRy  is  left  restricted 
or  eqaiTocal,  in  order  to  bina  the  bank,  and  to 
guaranty  the  poblio.  It  has  often  and  Justiy 
elicited  praise ;  bat  none  more  flattering  to  the 
repnblican  prijid[defl  and  national  ot^eota  oi 
fhose  who  matured  U,  than  the  enoondiun  oi 
the  learned  gentteman  who  described  it  as 
^'■ituffed  and  eranmed  with  rettrMiena  and 
eonditioju.^'  Aod  yet,  though  thns  "ttuffed 
and  erammed,'"  not  a  sentenoe  is  to  be  detected, 
which,  hj  way  sort  of  constmction,  direct  or 
circuitons,  natur^  or  sU-ained,  can  be  made  to 
import  the  prohibiUon  which  the  Senator 
would  engraft  upon  it  The  wise  and  upright 
men  of  the  day  on  which  this  instrument  bMrs 
date,  were  not  apt  to  overlook  plain  oonse* 
qoenoea,  or  easy  means  of  evasion,  nor  to  make 
laws  80  imperfectly  as  to  leave  openings  into 
whieh  iuseota  might  rush  to  deface  them. 
Th^y  did  what  they  intended  to  do—and  th^ 
left  undone  what  they  had  no  intentioii  to  da 

The  seventh  section  of  this  charter  bestows 
upon  the  corporation,  in  tite  osoal  fonn,  its 
style  and  legu  capacities,  and  condodea,  gen- 
erally, that  it  ahaSl  "  do  and  mkuU  ail  and 
tingutar  the  aetSy  matt&rt,  and  thingt  lehieh  to 
(Asm  U  ahall  or  may  appertain  to  do,  iubjoet, 
noMTihtlm,  to  the  rtMv,  regulation*,  reatrie- 
Ucnt,  limitationM,  and  provitione  h&reinafter 
preaeribed  and  declared.  ^  He  (Mr.  D.)  had 
already  said  that  the  orders  or  drafts  were  no- 
where excluded  in  uiy  of  the  rules  prescribed 
and  declared ;  and  it  ooald  scarcely  be  expected 
that  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  he 
woold  make  a  labored  ^ort  to  show  that  the 
drawing  and  issalDe  snob  paper  were  "  mottsn 
and  tkingt^'*  which  it  appertained  to  every 
trading  association,  commercial  firm,  or  bank 
to  do.  They  were  embraced  in  the  general 
^emt  of  powers,  and  were  not  excepted  from 
It  by  any  sabaeqaent  limitation.  All  modes  of 
oondaoting  the  business  and  operations  of  the 
bank,  consistent  with  its  declared  purposes  and 
limits,  were  expressly  conferred,  ud  these 
orders  were  therefore  included. 

But  this  general  reasoning  became  altc^ther 
irresistible  when  it  was  found  sanctioned  by 
tlie  very  lettw  ot  the  charter.  In  the  eighth 
fundamental  rule  of  the  elerentii  section,  in 
recapitulating  the  modes  by  which  the  bank 
might  become  indebted,  these  words  are  used — 
"  the  total  amount  of  oAtt  vMeh  the  aaid  cor- 
poration shall  at  any  Um»  one,  vihether  by 
oond,  bUl,  note,  or  otexb  co»tbi.ct."  What 
other  eontraetf  Every  other  contract  which 
it  may  appertain  to  a  bank  to  make.  These 
orders  t  why  not  i  If  the  Senate  can  persuade 
itself  they  are  not  eontractt,  as  the  honorable 
Senator  has,  by  the  emergency  of  his  case, 
been  driven  to  assert,  then  indeed  this  single 
phrase  furnishes  no  protection. .  But  it  surely 
oao.  require,  in  a  oommerdal  country,  no  re- 
ourrenee  to  first  principles,  or  to  Hq^ish 
onnmM  law  definitions  mnph  less  to  the 
TeoeraUe  antiqiiities  itf  Oo\a  and  Feere  Wil- 


liams,  to  prove  that  Ihe  engagements  of  an 
authorized  agent  are  the  contracts  of  the  prm> 
cipal;  or  that  the  bank,  openly,  notoriouilr, 
avowedly  assuming  upon  itself  the  payment  of 
these  wders,  does  eondosively  make  thtm  ob< 
ligatory  contracts  to  the  fUl  extent  of  tUr 
terms  and  amonnts. 

Ag^ :  These  very  orders  or  drsfli  are  d»> 
sertbed,  tottdem  terbie,  in  the  ^hterath  see- 
tion  of  the  charter,  and  an  proteeted,  as  1^1, 
with  the  highest  sanctions.  *^If  any  penoa 
shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  oounterieit,  or 
eanse  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  asust  in  fils^ 
making,  forf^ng,  or  coonterfeiting,  any  bill  or 
note,  in  imitation  o^  or  purporting  to  be,  &  bill 
or  note  issued  by  orders  of  the  presidoit, 
directors,  and  ccnnpany  of  the  said  bank,  or 
AVT  OBDXB  or  chsok  on  the  said  bank  or  corpo* 
ration,  or  iwt  ouHm  thxbbof:"  or  "will 
fldfaely  iQter,  Ao.,  aitt  amom  or  dm^  on  sud 
bank  or  cc^xwatton,  or  aht  oashibbibieiw;*' 
or  "  shall  pass,  utter,  or  pnbHsh,  Ao.,  as  tnu^ 
any  false,  fwged,  or  oonnterfeited  ob»  er 
cheek  upon  the  said  bank  or  corporatiw,  or 

AKT  OASHIBB  THKBKOP,"  &0.,  Or  "shsll  ps«, 

Utter,  or  publish,  &e.,  uiy  falsely  altered  osdxe 
or  dieok  on  the  sud  bank  or  corporation,  or 
ANT  OASHIBB  THauop,"  svery  Bueh  persm 
shall  be  deraied  guilty  of  felony,  md,  on  eoa- 
viotion,  must  be  sentenced  to  hvd  labor  for  s 
term  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  than  ten 
years,  or  be  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  tea 
years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  five  thounii 
didlars.  Now  eadi  of  then  aaiaitod  dnfks  i> 
neither  more  nor  less,  in  oomnxm  sense,  or  in 
teohnioal  law,  than  m  order  #»  the  mmmt  if 
the  Sank  of  the  United  Statet ;  whetho-  drawn 
by  one  person  or  by  another,  by  an  agent  or  1^ 
a  customer,  makes  hm  no  d^erenoe.  Why, 
then,  if  it  be  an  instrument  not  authorized  tqr 
the  charter,  spurious,  illegal,  and  vmd,  vhj  is 
it  thus  anxiously  guarded,  and  its  forgery  tliiii 
severely  punisbedl  Why,  if  not  witUn  the 
o(mtemplation  of  the  rigorous  and  pure  repub- 
licans who  at/uffed  and  crammed  the  act  «Mi 
reatnetiona  and  etmdittms,"  is  it  mwAj  not 
discountenauoed,  but  specially  recogniied  is  a 
favorite,  to  be  shieldea  from  all  iz^nurity,  vA 
to  be  vindicated,  by  penalties  involvhig  the  in- 
earoeratioD  and  iiuiimy  of  offonders,  fhnn  all 
doubt  or  danger  ?  Diffbring  entirely  inm  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri,  he  (Hr.  I)-) 
would,  upon  every  such  question,  look  with 
peculiar  sotieitude  to  the  penal  claase  of  the 
act  of  Congress.  Otiier  parts  may  be  loosely 
constimcted,  and  their  meaning  be  1^  to  be 
asoertuned  by  the  ordinary  princiides  and  mks 
of  interpretation ;  bat  thia  is  uniformly  firained 
with  scmpulons  exactitude^,  to  be  ooDstroed 
stricdy,  and  to  be  accompanied  by  encb  q)e<»fi< 
cation  aa  will  enable  every  one  to  undentaod 
what  be  is  to  avoid.  It  is  here  that  we  find, 
more  exactly  than  dsewhere  in  this  ehaiter, 
the  particulaii  cf  the  omrenqy  owfided  to  the 
control  and  discretion  of  the  bank— it  isheie 
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the  protec^on  is  provided  for  each  particular — 
and  it  ia  here  that  these  orders  on  the  cashier, 
deooanoed  by  the  gentleman,  in  his  meditated 
reaolation,  as  illegal,"  are  aignallj  and  em- 
phatically Borroanded  hj  the  oonaervative  sanc- 
tions of  the  criminal  code. 

Mr.  Wbbbto  said  that  he  had  alwaja  been 
ai  tiw  opinion  tint  read^tioiu  proposiDg  an 
inqniry  vhicih  would  obvioiiuly  amct  the  vahw 
of  the  property  of  indlTidoals,  should  be  intro- 
dnoed  with  great  candon ;  nererthelesa^  he  had 
never  voted  against  a  resolation  of  inquiry  oon- 
oerning  a  pnblio  qnestion;  for  it -lay  in  the 
breast  of  every  Senator  to  decide  whether  the 
public  interest  demanded  the  inqairy.  He  did 
not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
reUdve  to  the  form  of  the  resolution.  If  the 
quesdcHi  had  been  only  for  a  committee  of  this 
body  to  inqmre  into  a  supposed  violation  of  the 
charter,  he  should  have  oononrred ;  bat,  instead 
of  that,  it  waa  fro^oaeA  to  introdnce  a  joint 
Fesoliition,  to  be  aoted  Dp<m  equally  by  both 
Houses  of  CongreM,  declaratory  that  the  char- 
ter was  violated,  aadthattiiedrciilationoftiie 
note*  be  suppressed.  Many  milliooa  of  those 
bills  were  now  in  the  pockets  of  the  people  of 
this  country ;  and  what  effect,  after  all,  wonld 
this  inqairy  have  upon  the  institution  ?  Did  it 
devirtve  upon  the  Senate  to  dedde  whether  the 
DOtas  were  void,  or  to  act  at  this  time  upon  ao 
important  a  subject  t  Should  they  not,  on  the 
contrary,  proceed  with  the  utaiost  deliMration. 
and  make  due  in(][uir7,  before  they  resolved 
npon  a  measure  deciding  so  great  and  imminent 
a  question  f  He  would  put  the  inquiry  to  every 
Braator  present)  whether,  if  there  had  been  an 
nnlawfal  exenuae  of  power,  uid,  consequently, 
the  paper  issue  was  void — whether  they  should, 
before  the  matter  waa  decided,  let  a  propcMi- 
tion  <tf  this  nature  go  abroad  to  affect  the  prop- 
Arty  of  the  communis.  Does  not  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  require  a  deliberate  inves- 
tig^on?  It  was  something  more  than  mere 
form  that  was  objected  to ;  it  was  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  resolution  which  was  opposed. 
It  proposed  to  declare  that  the  bills  in  circula- 
tion were  ill^^  and  ought  to  be  suppressed. 
He  could  not  oousent  to  vote  for  snob  a  propo- 
ntion,  which,  aim,  called  on  the  Senate  to  de- 
olan  that  s  partioolar  deduou  of  me  the 
jodgee  in  a  court  of  the  United  States  shonld 
notnave  been  made.  He  was  not  of  Uiat  opin- 
ion, and  he  would  not  consent  to  grant  the 
leave  asked  for. 

Kr.  Bsircorr  said  there  were  two  ways  to 
bring  about  the  ot^ect  in  view;  one  was, to 
anbmit  it  to  the  Senate ;  tbe  other  to  apply' to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  was 
anthorized  to  cause  an  investigation  into  the 
affair,  and,  if  it  was  found  that  the  charter  was 
brbken  and  void,  to  report  acoordin^y.  He 
tiunight  that  if  thepraotioe  was  not  lawful,  now 
■was  the  time  to  find  it  out— tbe  sooner  the 
better.  The  same  dlreetors  were  now  in  tiie 
bank  as  when  these  ordon  were  first  issued. 
If  tbsj  ihonld  go  oat  of  <^toe,  and  new  onea 


[Skratb. 

take  their  place,  the  object  might  not  be  so 
easily  accomplished. 

Mr.  UiLLEB  wished  to  know  further  concern- 
ing the  subject.  He  had  listoned  to'  what  had 
bMn  Bud,  and  his  denre  for  further  information 
naa  increased.  He  thought  the  Committee  on 
tbe  Judidary  should  make  tbe  inqairy. 

Ur.  Sima  otyeoted  to  this  rewenoei,  <xi  tiie 
ground  of  tibe  tnoMupetency  of  the  committee 
to  dedde  upon  the  I«ality  of  the  practice: 

Mr.  Maxot  agreed  in  tbe  opinion  that  it 
was  contended  on  one  side  that  tbe  charter  of 
the  bank  was  forfeited,  and,  on  the  other  ude, 
tiiat  it  was  not  forfeited ;  and  as  these  opinions 
were  entitled  to  equal  respect  and  ocmsideration, 
it  would  be  first  necessary  to  decide  this  point; 
after  which,  they  might  inquire  into  the  legdity 
of  the  practice  of  issuing  these  orders.  He 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  received. 

Mr.  OuTTON  sng^ted  the  propriety  of 
modifying  the  resolution  so  that  it  shonld  pro- 
vide ma^j  for  an  inqiury  into  the  matter, 

Mr.  Kun  aMd  there  was  one  view  of  Hba 
question  wUoh  had  not  been  taken,  and  which 
had  struck  his  mind  foroibly ;  that  was,  whether 
it  would  not  be  ii^urious  tothe  country  to  pro- 
ceed to  free  the  stockholders  from  responsibility. 
He  thought  there  was  no  possible  form  in 
which  this  inquiry  could  be  made  by  tbe  Senate, 
except  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  joint 
resolution ;  not  as  a  legislative  body,  but  as 
stockholders  of  tbe  bank.  It  was  the  uniform 
custom  to  grant  leave  of  introduction,  and  he 
should  conform  to  it  in  the  present  instance. 
Hia  mind  was  not  made  up  as  to  the  merits  of 
the  question,  and  heahould  express  no  (^nnion 
upon  it  at  present. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  that,  whatever  his  opinion 
might  be  npon  the  main  question,  he  should 
not  now  speak  npon  it;  but  he  l>elieved  tbe 
resolution  would  be  as  much  opposed  in  its 
present  shape,  as  one  would  ho  thai  proposed 
to  liberate  all  tbe  slaves  in  the  State  of  His- 
souri,  or  that  no  white  man  should  hold  prop- 
erty in  Qeorgi^ 

Mr.  EiNo  was  always  willing  to  vote  for  tiie 
introduction  of  resolutions  of  inquiry  generally ; 
bat  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  not  consent  to 
admit  this  reaolotion  In  its  present  form.  If  it 
was  one  of  inqoiiy  alone,  he  woold  pve  it  his 
vote,  and  be  in  fimnr  m  Its  reference  to  tiie 
Oonunittee  on  the  Judioiaiy.  He  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  record  his  vote  in  favor  of  a  first 
and  second  reading  of  this  resolution  in  ite  pres- 
ent shape,  which  would  follow  if  it  were  in- 
troduced, and  send  that  vote  abroad  to  the 
country.  He  hoped  the  resolution  wonld  be 
modified  before  it  was  admitted. 

Mr.  Dallas  attested  wh^er  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Jnditdary  was  competent  to  make 
the  iuquiry. 

Mr.  FossTTH  was  of  the  opinitn  that  tiie 
frankness  of  the  gentleman  frhm  Missouri,  in 
^^ng  an  explanation  of  the  reasons  for  the 
rescdution,  had  defeated  instead  of  supptnted 
the  ot^ecfc  in  view.  If  the  gentleman,  instead 
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of  entering,  as  he  had,  into  the  wide  field  of 
argument,  m  rapport  of  the  resolution,  had  been 
^eot,  the  leave  wonld  nndoubtedly  have  been 
granted.  He  thonght  it  was  hardly  fur  to  take 
advantage  of  that  ^ntleman'e  frankness,  hj 
exclnding  the  resolution,  because  they  found  the 
subject-matter  improper  to  be  investigated,  as 
the  gentleman  was  under  no  obligation  to  have 
expkiDed  th»  character  of  the  proposed  measareL 
nnless  it  was  his  pleasore  to  do  so.  He  haoM 
the  Benate  woola  take  this  view  into  oon8iMr> 
otion,  and  extend  its  courtesy  to  the  gentle- 
man notwlthstandlDg  the  oonne  wlddi  had 
been  porsned. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  granting 
leave  to  introdace  the  resolation,  and  it  was 
dedded  in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

TiAB.— Meaars.  Benton,  Dudley,  KUia,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hayne,  WiM,  Kane,  Hangum,  Harcy,  Mil- 
ler, Moore,  TazeweU,  Troup,  Tyler,  White— 16. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Buckner,  Chambers, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Ewiog,  Foot,  Frelinghuyseii,  Hen- 
dricks, Bolmefi,  Johnston,  King,  Knight,  Naudaia, 
Prentisii,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Seymour,  SUsbee, 
&ttith,  TiptoD,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  Wilklns — 26. 

So  the  leave  was  ^Bf^ased,  and  t^en  the  Senate 
afUonmed  to  Monday.* 


HosDAT,  Janoaty  28. 

Banh  of  tA«  United  Statet. 

Mr.  Behtoit  salunitted  the  following  resoln- 
tion: 

Seaohedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  be 
directed  to  inform  the  Senate  (if  any  data  in  hts 
department  will  enable  him  to  do  so,  and,  if  not, 
that  he  endeavor  to  obtain  the  information  ftom 
the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States) 
upon  the  following  pinnts: 

1.  The  amount  of  paper  currency  In  drcniation 
in  the  form  of  ordera  drawn  by  the  presidents  of 
the  branch  banks  on  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States ;  (Uatinguishing  the  amount  circulated 
from  each  branch,  and  showhig  the  amounts  of  the 
i^fferent  deaominatiooa,  or  sices,  of  the  orders  re- 
spectively. 

a.  The  amoont  of  gold  and  ^Iver  coin  and  bol- 
fion  unnmaUjf  remitted  by  each  branch  bank  to  the 
parent  bank  in  I^dladelimia,  ^ce  such  branch  t>e- 
gan  to  issue  a  currency  of  branch  bank  orders. 

8.  The  names  of  the  branch  banks,  if  any,  at 
which  the  orders  drawn  by  other  branch  banks  on 
the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
issued  as  currency,  are  not  receivable  in  deposits 
as  cash ;  and  whether  any  distinctloti,  in  receiving 
or  refumng  such  deposits,  is  made  between  the 
Federal  Government  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

4.  Whether  there  ia  aov  {nstniction  from  the  di- 
rectors of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  com- 


*  Tbe  ^DCttloB  of  tb*  tUflgal  and  vteloai  thantetar  of  tbU 
UBdoraBir«K7,wMigalii  btM|dit  ap  oa  th«  bill  to  muw 
the  duftcrof  the  bank,  aad  rMOllod  fn  the  adoptfoa  oT  a 
aMita  In  tba  Un  to  pmsnt  tba  bmm  of  suck  MRiaqr  la 
Aitora 


maading  tbe  drawers  of  these  orden  to  cash  thn 
at  the  bianoh  where  drawn. 


MoHDAT,  January  80. 

me  Thtrff— JZsduefim  ^  Jhitiea. 

The  qwdal  orierjot  the  dar,  being  the  ren- 
lutiim  offttttd  by  Mr.  Out  nir  tbe  rednctiaa 
and  repeal  of  oartdn  dntaesi  was  tiken  vf. 
The  question  b^ng  npon  Mr.  Hatss'b  motioa 

to  amend, 

Mr.  Shiih,  of  tf aryUnd,  rose,  and  addressed 

the  Senate  as  follows :  I  make  no  ^logy,  Hr. 
President,  said  he,  for  approacbiog  age.  It 
will,  however,  admonish  me  to  take  up  as  Utile 
of  the  time  of  the  Senate  as  the  imp<^aiit  mb- 
ject  under  oonnderation  will  admit. 

We  have  arrived  at  a  criflis.  Yes,  Mr.  Prea- 
deot,  at  a  crius  more  appalling  than  a  d«y  of 
hattM.  I  a^ore  the  Committee  oa  Mannfiu- 
tures  to  panse — to  reflect  on  the  disaatisfutioa 
of  all  the  Soath.  Soath  Candina  fats  wpressed 
itselfstioDglyagtdnsttbetaEiffoflSSfr— ^nmger 
than  the  other  States  are  willing  to  ^>eak. 
But,  sir,  the  whole  of  the  Sooth  feel  deeply  the 
oppression  of  that  tarifT.  In  this  respect,  there 
is  no  differenoe  of  opinion.  The  South — tbe 
whole  Southern  States — all,  oonaider  it  as  op- 
presnve.  They  have  nob  yet  spoken;  bat 
when  they  do  speak,  it  will  be  with  a  voice 
that  wUl  not  implore,  but  will  demand  redress. 
How  much  better,  then,  to  grant  redress  t 
How  much  better  that  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufaotnrcs  heal  the  wQund  which  has  been  in- 
flicted t  I  want  nothhig  that  shall  iigiire  the 
mannfactorer.  I  only  want  instice. 

I  am,  Mr.  Preddent,  one  of  the  few  snrvivors 
of  tiiose  who  fought  in  the  war  of  the  revolatioiL 
We  then  thoo^t  we  fought  for  liberty-^ 
eqtial  rights.  We  fought  against  taxation,  the 
prooeeds  of  which  were  for  uie  benefit  of  othera 
Where  is  the  difference,  if  the  people  are  to  be 
taxed  by  the  maoufaotnrers  or  by  any  others! 
I  say  maoufaoturers — and  why  do  I  say  sot 
When  the  Senate  met,  there  was  a  strong  dis- 
position with  all  partiee  to  ameUorate  tbe 
tariff  of  1828 ;  hut  I  now  see  a  change,  which 
makes  me  almost  de^tair  of  any  thing  efitetnal 
being  accomplished.  Even  tiie  nnaU  ooncee- 
sioDs  made  by  tbe  Senator  from  Eeotackv, 
(Mr.  Clat,)  have  been  reprobated  by  Uie  lobby 
members,  the  agents  of  the  mannfactnrers.  I 
am  told  they  have  pot  thdr  fiat  on  any  ebaue 
whatever,  and  hence,  as  a  consequence,  the 
change  in  the  course  and  langoaffe  of  gentle- 
men, which  almost  preclodes  all  hope.  Those 
interested  men  hang  on  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufactures like  an  incubus.  I  say  to  that  com- 
mittee, depend  upon  your  own  good  judgments 
— survey  the  whole  subject  as  politicians— di»- 
card  sectional  interests,  and  study  onb-  the 
common  weal — act  with  these  views^  and  thai 
reUeve  the  oppressions  of  the  South. 

I  have  ever,  Mr.  PrendentL  supported  tiie  in- 
terest of  nuutn&otnres,  as  &r  aa  it  oonld  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


881 


jAiTUABr,  1882.]  Bank  ofOt  UmUd  Stm^btqwrim  nl»  id  Woiimg  md  ManagmtA  [Sftium 


done  iDcidentolly.  I  sapported  the  late  Mr. 
Lowndes's  bill  of  1816.  I  was  a  member  of  his 
committee,  and  that  bill  protected  the  manu- 
factures sufficiently,  except  bar  iron.  Mr. 
Lowndes  had  reported  fifteen  dollars'  per  ton. 
The  EoQse  reduced  it  to  nine  dollars  per  ton. 
That  act  enabled  the  manofactiirers  to  exclade 
importations  of  certain  articles.  The  hattera 
carry  on  their  bnsiness  by  their  sons  and  sp- 
prentlce&  and  few,  if  any,  hats  are  now  im- 
ported. Lai^  qnantities  are  exported,  and  pre- 
ferred. All  articles  of  leather;  from  tanned  aide 
to  the  finest  harness  ot  nddle,  Yam  been  ex- 
dnded  fh)m  importation ;  and  why!  Beoanse 
the  business  is  condacted  by  th^r  own  hard 
hands,  their  own  labor,  and  they-  are  now 
heaTily  taxed  by  the  tariff  of  1828,  to  enable 
the  rioli  to  enter  into  the  mano&oturea  of  the 
country.  Yea,  sir,  I  say  the  rich,  who  entered 
into  the  basiuess  after  the  act  of  1834,  which 
proved  to  be  a  mnshroom  affair,  and  many  of 
them  suffered  severely.  The  act  of  1816, 1  re- 
peat, gave  all  the  protection  that  was  necessaiy 
or  proper,  under  which  the  industrious  and 
frogal  eompletdly  snooeeded.  Bnt,  dr,  tUe 
eapittUst  wno  bad  invested  Us  capital  la  man- 
nfaotures,  was  not  to  be  saUsfled  with  ordinary 
profit,  and  thereftm  the  oot  of  1828. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat)  says 
tha*.  a  progressive  decrease  of  dnties  ia  a  slow 
poison,  and  yet  that  Senator  swallowed  the 
poison  in  the  act  of  1816,  in  the  article  of  cot- 
ton, and  I  have  never  heard  that  it  has  done 
him  mnch  injury.  He  has  also  swallowed  the 
poison  in  the  act  of  1^4,  where  tiie  duties  are 
progressive,  raising  tbeltK^nually.  Are  they 
to  be  understood  to  be  les^jpisonons  by  a  pro- 

Sessive  increase  than  a  pri^essive  decrease? 
le  South  conaders  the  progressive  inoreaae  as 
the  moat  deleterious.  The  handicraftonan — 
the  blacksmith— the  whltesmith-Mhe  workers 
of  the  bur  Inm,  are  all  omelly  oppressed  \sj  the 
heavy  daty  on  that  all-important  article.  Give 
them  the  raw  material  as  cheap  as  it  is  received 
by^the  British  workmen,  and  they  will-  ask  for 
no  protection  :  they  will  depend  on  their  own 
hands,  and  on  those  of  their  sons  and  appren- 
tices. They  are  not  heard.  Why  t  They  are 
not  rich — they  must  he  aaoriflced  to  the  rich 
iron  master,  whose  business  is  more  profitable 
than  that  of  any  other  in  the  Union.  I  forbear 
going  farther  into  t£b  snbieot  at  this  time.  I 
reserve  my  farther  remarks  until  tiie  sabject 
^aU  be  presented  in  a  ten^Ue  shape— w  ft 
bill;  when  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that 
the  act  of  18S8  is  highly  injurious  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  mann&ctorer.  If  you  Intend  that 
this  country  shall  be  a  mann&oturing  country, 
yon  must  give  the  manufacturers  the  raw  ma- 
terial (as  England  does)  free  of  duty,  or  with 
very  light  duty.  While  you  tax  them  high,  as 
yon  do  with  imposts  on  hemp,  wool,  flax,  and 
bar  iron,  yon  afford  them  no  effident  proteo- 
tion  b7  jvax  ndnimmn  and  exoeariTa  dntiea. 


Tdesdat,  January  31. 

Bank  of  the  United  States — Inquiritt  info  it» 
WorHng  and  Matiogement. 

The  following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Kr. 
Bbnton  on  the  26tfa  January,  were  taken  up^ 
uid  agreed  to: 

SMolved,  That  the  Select  Committee  to  which  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  direetors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  prsytaig  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  be  directed  to  inquire  as  foUows : 

1.  Into  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  loans,  If 
any  there  were,  made  by  the  bank  or  ita  branches, 
of  local  bank  paper;  and  to  report  all  the  facts  and 
cireamstancea  which  shall  be  secessary  to  enable 
the  Senate  to  judge  and  determine  whether  there 
was  usuiT  in  the  contracts  for  mah  loans,  or  op- 
presdon  in  collecting  them. 

2.  Into  the  &et  of  WM-NMr  of  its  powera  by  any 
of  the  branch  banks,  and  all  the  circumstances 
which  may  be  necessafy  to  enable  the  Senate  to 
understand  the  natnie,  extoat^aad  duration  of  socdi 
non-Mar  of  powers. 

8.  Into  the  amount  of  the  real  estate  acquired 
by  the  bank,  and  at  each  bnocb ;  and  a  detailed 
statement  thereof,  showing  where  dtiute,  the  price 
at  which  acquired,  the  price  for  which  add,  if  stdd, 
and  the  present  value,  if  not  sold. 

4.  The  number  of  buildings,  if  any,  where  aito* 
ated,  and  the  cost  thereof,  which  may  hare  been 
erected  for  the  purpose  of  being  rented. 

fi.  Whether  the  branch  bank  notes,  or  the  branch 
bank  orders,  issued  as  currency,  are  received  in  de- 
posit, as  cash,  at  the  parent  bank,  and  at  every 
other  branch ;  and,  If  not,  to  report  the  excep*' 
tioos. 

6.  Whether  the  branch  bank  notes,  or  the  branch 
bank  orders,  Issued  as  currency,  are  at  a  discount 
in  any  town  or  dty  where  a  branch  bank  ia  situ- 
ated ;  or  in  Pbiladelpfahu  where  the  parent  boi^  ia ; 
and  if  so,  the  rate  w  said  discoont 

7.  Hie  amount  of  the  gold  ,  and  stiver  coin  and 
bullion  aannaUy  remitted  by  each  branch  bank  to 
the  parent  bank,  or  to  any  other  place  by  the  order 
of  the  parent  bank,  from  1817  to  1B31,  inolosive. 

8.  The  annual  aggregate  amount  of  the  expenses 
of  the  bank  and  her  branehea,  from  1817  to  18S1, 
InclusiTe. 

9.  The  annnal  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the 
same,  for  the  same  time,  under  the  heads:  flrst,  (rf 
printers  and  editors ;  second,  attomeya  and  coun- 
sellors at  law ;  third,  contingencies. 

10.  Of  what  consists  the  capital  of  the>Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  such  of  the  branch  ' banks 
as  are  reported  ia  the  monthly  statements  to  have 
oapttol;  and  the  difference'  between  the  spede 
which  is  reported  in  one  column  to  be  tmhand^  and 
the  ca[Mtal  which  is  reported  in  another. 

11.  Whether  different  rates  of  exchange  are 
taken  at  any  of  the  branches,  or  at  the  parent  bank, 
on  biDs.  of  exchange,  as  sold  to  merchants  or  per- 
sons In  official  stations,  and  to  the  body  of  the 
dtixens. 

IS.  Whether  ftdUdei  fbr  obtaining  leans  are 
granted  to  persons  in  official  stations,  which  are 
not  extended  to  the  citizens  generally. 

18.  litat  the  said  Select  Committee  be  empow- 
ered to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  have 
oaths  adndi^tered  to  witnesses ;  and  that  they  be 
altowad  a  oletk,  to  be  paid  out  ttf  the  eottkigent 
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fund  of  the  Senate,  to  keep  the  journal  of  tbeir 
proceedings,  and  to  take  mloutee  of  the  erideoce, 
and  to  do  luoh  writing  aa  the  committee  maj 
direct. 


Thttbsdat,  Febntarj  S. 
The  Tariff— lUduttion  <tf  J>utim. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  HaTin,  the  remuning 
1)aslnes8  of  the  mondng  was  poatponed,  and  the 
resolatioa  of  Ur.  OulTj  on  the  sabjeot  <^  tiie 
tariff,  taken  ap. 

Mr.  Olat  being  entitled  to  Hie  floor,  was 
about  to  proceed ;  when 

Mr.  Hat^  riMe.  and  said,  that  before  the 
Senator  oommenced  his  remarks,  it  was  doe  to 
him  that  he  (Ur.  H.)  shoald  explain  the  coarse 
he  intended  to  pursue.  He  proposed,  before 
the  question  waa  taken,  to  call  for  a  division 
of  it,  BO  as  to  have  it  first  taken  on  striking  oat 
the  resolution  of  the  Senator  fhnn  Eentndqr— 
thus  calling  upon  the  Senate  to  deinde  on  the 
isolated  qnesticm,  whether  any  reduction  what- 
ever was  to  be  made  on  the  protected  articles 
dniing  the  present  eeesion,  or  whether  the  re- 
dnoUon  was  to  be  confined  to  the  unprotected 
artjdea,  and  should  extend  only  to  six  or  seven 
mUlions  of  dollars  after  the  extinction  of  the  pob- 
lio  debt  If  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  should  prevail,  there  would  of  course 
he  an  end  of  the  whole  question.  But  if  the 
Senate  should  agree  to  strike  out,  his  amend- 
ment would  then  come  up  for  consideration, 
and  would  he  open  to  any  modification  the 
Senate  might  think  proper  to  adopt  That 
amendment  had  been  originally  intended  to 
embrace  what  he  understood  would  be  the 
proposition  of  the  free  trade  oonvention.  He 
naa  understood,  however,  nnoe,  tliat  it  varied 
somewhat  from  that  proposition;  and  when 
he  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  precise 
diaracter  of  the  views  presented  in  the  me- 
morial of  that  convention,  he  should  probably 
modify  his  amendment  so  as  to  conform  to  them. 
It  was  certainly  not  his  intention  to  increase 
the  taxes ;  and  he  should  put  his  amendment 
in  such  a  shape  as  to  preclude  the  infereuce  that 
dnties  were  to  l>e  imposed  on  articles  now  ad- 
mitted duty  free,  muess.  on  a  full  examination 
by  a  oommitta^  any  of  Uiose  artiolet  should 
^tpear  to  he  fit  snl^eotB  fbr  taxirilon.  Jb.  H. 
went  on  to  say,  that  while  he  was  up  he  wonld 
notice  an  error  into  which  he  had  fallen  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks  on  this  subject  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  since  brought  to  his  view.  He 
had,  on  ^at  occasion,  quoted  from  an  "Expo- 
sition of  evidence  in  support  of  a  memorial  to 
Oonnress  of  the  Free  Trade  Oonvention,  pre- 
pared hy  Henry  Lee,  of  Boston,"  a  passage  to 
be  found  in  a  note  in  which  certain  extracts 
from  Niles's  Register  were  referred  to  in  sup- 
port of  the  views  of  the  writer.  The  Exposi- 
tiiHi  having  just  been  put  into  his  hands,  and 
his  attention  being  called  to  this  note,  he  had 


read  to  the  Senate  a  sentence  in  which  die 
opiniMiB  of  Mr.  Niles  and  those  of  Mr.  Lee  were 
so  connected  togetiier,  as  to  have  made  on  his 
mind  the  impr^on,  for  the  moment,  that  t2ie 
whole  sentence  had  proceeded  from  Mr.  Nilee. 
The  error,  however,  was  oorrectod  in  the 
printed  speech,  whiw  asdgns  to  Hr.  K3ea  and 
Mr.  lee  the  seDtiments  entertained  those 
gentlMnen,  respeetirdy;  with  r^ard  to  tiha 
character  of  the  tariff  M 189S, 

Mr.  Clat  then  {voceeded  to  address  lite 
Senate  in  vindication  of  his  rescdnlion,  and  of 
the  protecting  system,  as  follows : 

Eight  years  ago,  it  was  my  p^fol  du^ 
to  present  to  uie  House  of  Ckmsress  an 
unexaggerated  pictn^  of  the  genrntT  distreea 
pervading  the  whole  land.  We  must  all  yet 
remember  some  of  its  IVightftil  features. 
We  all  know  that  the  people  were  then  op- 
pressed and  home  down  by  an  enormous  load 
of  debt ;  that  the  valne  of  property  was  at  the 
lowest  point  of  depresrion;  that  rninoaB  sales 
and  sacrifioes  were  everywhere  made  of  real 
estate;  that  stop  laws  and  relief  law*  and  paper 
nftmey  were  adopted  to  save  the  pe<^e  from 
impending  destruction;  that  a  deficit  in  the 
puolio  revenue  existed,  which  compelled  Gov- 
emment-to  seize  upon,  and  divert  from  its  legit- 
imate ol^ect,  the  appn^riation  to  the  sinldng 
fond,  to  redeem  the  national  debt;  and  that  onr 
commerce  and  navi^tion  were  threatened  with 
a  complete  paralysis.  In  short,  sir,  if  I  were 
to  select  any  term  of  seven  years  sinoe  the 
adoption  of  tiie  present  constitution,  which  ex- 
hibited a  scene  of  the  most  wide-mread  dismay 
and  deet^atioQ,  it  would  be  ezaouy  that  term 
of  seven  yean  i^hldi  Immediate  ]neoeded 
the  establishment  of  the  tariff  of  lBi4. 

I  have  now  to  perform  the  more  pleanng 
task  ci  ohiMting  an  imperfect  sketch  of  the 
existing  state  of  the  unparallded  proqieri^  of 
the  country.  On  a  general  survey,  we  behtM 
cultivation  extended,  the  arts  flourishing,  the 
face  of  the  country  improved,  our  pe<^le  folly 
and  profitably  employed,  and  the  public  ooyn- 
tenanoe  exhibiting  trttaqnilhty,  contentment,  and 
happinees.  And,  if  we  descend  into  partioiuaia, 
we  have  the  agreeable  contemplation  of  a  peo- 

£le  out  of  debt ;  land  rising  slowly  in  valne,  bat 
I  a  aeenre  and  aalnta^  degree:  a  ready, 
though  not  extravagant  market  tor  ul  the  snr- 
plnaprodnetims  of  onr  indnatry ;  innumerable 
nooks  and  herds  brow^g  and  gamboling  <Mt 
ten  thousand  hills  and  plains,  covered  with  rich 
and  verdant  grasses ;  our  cities  expanded,  and 
whole  villages  springing  up,  as  it  were,  by 
enchantment;  onr  exports  and  imports  in- 
creased and  increasing;  onr  tonnage,  foreign 
and  coastwise,  swelling  and  fully  occupied ;  ue 
rivers  of  our  interior  animated  by  the  perpetual 
thunder  and  lightning  of  countless  steamboats ; 
the  currency  sound  and  abundant ;  the  public 
debt  of  two  wars  neariy  redeemed;  and,  to 
crown  alL  the  pnbUc  Treasory  ovo^owing, 
embarrassing  Congress,  not  to  find  Bubjeota  of 
taxation,  bat  to  select  the  olfjeota  which  shall 
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*  be  libwftbad  from  the  impost.  If  llw  tenn  of 
seven  years  were  to  be  seLected  of  the  greyest 
prosperi^  wliiohthte  people  have  epjoyed  riaoe 
the  establiabment  of  their  preamt  conatitatioa, 
it  KToald  be  exaeUy  that  period  of  seven  years 
which  immecUately  followed  the  passage  of  the 
tariff  of  1834. 

This  transformation  of  the  condition  of  the 
oouDtry  from  gloom  and  distress  to  brightness 
and  prosperity,  has  been  mainly  the  work  of 
American  legation,  foetering  American  in- 
dostry,  instead  of  allowing  it  to  be  controlled 
by  foreign  l^islationf  cherishing  foreign  indns- 
try.  The  foes  of  the  American  system,  in  18S4, 
with  great  boldness  and  oonfldenoe,  predicted, 
Isth  The  rain  of  the  poblio  revenue,  and  the 
creation  of  a  neoesuty  to  resort  to  direct  taxa- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Hatns,)  I  believe,  tbongfat  that  the  tariff 
of  1834  wonld  operate  a  redootitm  of  revenae 
to  Uie  large  amount  of  eight  millions  of  dollars. 
2d.  The  destruction  of  oar  navigaUon.  Sd.  The 
desolation  of  commercial  cities.  And  4th.  The 
angmentatiOD  of  the  price  of  objects  of  con- 
sumption, and  farther  decline  in  that  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  our  exports.  Every  prediction  which 
they  made  has  uiled — utterly  iuled.  Instead  of 
the  nun  of  the  paUio  revome,  with  which  they 
thoB  BOuc^t  to  detor  ns  finm  the  adoption  of 
the  Amnnoan  qyiOem,  we  are  now  threatened 
witii  its  subvernon,  by  the  vast  amount  of  the 
tiublic  revenue  produced  by  that  system.  Every 
branch  of  our  navigation  has  increased.  As  to 
the  desolation  of  oar  cities,  let  us  take,  as  an 
example,  the  condition  of  the  largest  and  most 
GommerciiU  of  all  of  them,  the  great  Northern 
coital.  I  have  in  my  hands  the  assessed  value 
of  real  estate  in  the  dtj  of  New  York,  from 
1817  to  1831.  This  value  is  canvassed,  contest- 
ed, somtlDized,  and  adjudged,  by  the  proper 
sworn  authorities.  It  is,  ^erefore,  entitled  to 
AiU  credence.  During  the  first  term,  com- 
menoing  with  1617,  and  mdiog  in  the  year  of 
the  passage  of  the  tariff  <^  1824,  the  amoont  of 
the  value  of  real  estate  was,  the  first  year, 
$57,709,486,  aud,  after  various  fluctuations  in 
the  intermediate  period,  it  settled  down  at 
$62,019,790,  exhibiting  a  decrease,  in  seven 
years,  of  |S, 779, 706.  During  the  first  year  of 
1825,  after  the  passage  of  the  tariff,  it  rose, 
and,  gradually  ascending  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  latter  period  of  seven  years,  it  finally,  in 
1631,  reached  the  astooishiDg  height  of  |96,- 
716,485 1  Now,  if  it  be  said  that  this  rapid 
growth  of  the  (uty  of  New  York  was  the  effect 
oS/braign  conmsrss,  then  it  was  not  COTreotly 
predicted,  in  1824,  that  the  tariff  wonld  destroy 
ibr^pi  oranmerce,  and  destdate  our  oommeroiid 
cities.  on  the  contrary,  it  be  the  eS^  of 
internal  trade,  then  internal  trade  cannot  be 
Justly  chiu-geable  with  the  evil  consequences  im- 
puted to  it  The  troth  is,  it  is  the  joint  effect 
oS  both  principles,  the  domestic  industry  nour- 
ishing the  foreign  trade,  and  the  foreign  com- 
merce, in  torn,  nourishing  the  domestic  indus- 
try. Nowhere,  more  than  in  New  York,  is  the 


[Sbkaxk. 

omnbination  of  both  principles  so  completely 
devdc^ted.  In  the  progress  of  my  argument  I 
will  oonuder  the  effect  upon  the  price  of  com- 
modities, produced  by  Uie  American  system,  and 
show  that  the  very  reverse  of  the  predicti<Hi 
of  its  foes,  in  1824,  has  actually  happened. 

Whilst  thus  we  behold  the  entire  f^lnre  of 
all  that  was  foretold  against  the  system,  it  is 
a  subject  of  just  felicitation  to  its  friends,  that 
all  their  anticipations  of  its  benefits  have  been 
fulfilled,  or  are  in  proareas  of  fulfilment.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina  has 
made  allusion  to  a  ^eeeh  made  by  me,  in  1824 
in  the  other  House,  m  support  of  the  tariff,  and 
to  which,  otherwise,  I  should  not  have  particu- 
larly refSerred.  But  I  would  ask  any  one,  who 
oould  now  command  the  courage  to  peruse  that 
long  production,  what  principle  there  1^  down 
is  not  true  I  what  prediction  then  made  has 
been  falsified  by  practical  experience  V 

It  is  now  proposed  to  abolish  the  system  to 
which  we  owe  so  much  of  the  public  prosperity, 
and  it  is  urged  that  the  arrival  of  the  period  of  the 
redemption  of  the  pnblicdebthas been  confident- 
ly looked  to  as  presenting  a  suitable  occasion  to 
rid  the  oonntry  of  the  evils  with  which  the 
system  is  all^^ed  to  be  fraught.  Not  an  inat- 
tentive observer  of  passiug  ev^itfl^  I  have  been 
aware  that,  among  those  who  were  most  eagerly 
preaung  Uie  paymmt  of  tiie  pubUo  debt,  and, 
upon  that  ground,  were  opposing  <^)propriationa 
to  other  great  interests,  there  were  some  who 
cared  Jess  about  the  debt  than  the  acomplish- 
ment  of  other  objects.  Bat  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  not  coapled  the  payment  of 
their  public  debt  with  the  destruction  of  the 
protection  of  their  industry,  agunst  foreign  laws 
and  foreign  indastry.  They  have  been  ac- 
customed to  regard  tiie  extinction  of  the  public 
debt  as  relief  from  a  burden,  and  not  as  t^e  in- 
fiiction  of  a  curse.  If  it  is  to  be  attended  or 
followed  by  the  subversion  of  the  American 
system,  and  the  exposure  <^  our  establishmoita 
and  our  prodnctions'to  the  unguarded  cmse- 
quences  of  the  selfish  policy  of  foreign  powers^ 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt  will  be  the 
bitterest  of  curses.  Its  fruit  will  be  like  the 
fruit 

"  Of  that  fbrbidden  tree,  whose  mortal  taste 
Bronght  death  Into  the  worid,  and  all  our  wo. 

With  Io«  of  Eden." 

If  the  system  of  protection  be  founded  on 
principles  erroneous  in  theory,  pernicious  in 
practice — above  all,  if  it  be  unconstitutional,  as 
IS  alleged,  it  ought  to  be  forthwith  abolished, . 
and  not  a  vesti^  of  it  suffered  to  remun.  But, 
b^ore  we  sanction  this  sweeping  deoonciation, 
let  us  look  a  little  at  this  svstem,  its  magnitude, 
its  ramifications,  its  deration,  and  the  high  au- 
thorities which  have  sustuned  it  We  shall  see 
that  its  foes  wiK  have  aocomplished  compara* 
tively  nothing,  after  having  achieved  their  pres- 
ent aim  of  breaking  down  our  iron  founderies, 
our  woollen,  cotton,  and  hemp  manufactories, 
and  our  sugiu*  plantations.  The  deslraotion  <a 
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these  would  nndonbtedlj  lead  to  tiie  sacrifioe 
ci  inmieiwe  capital,  the  niin  of  many  tboaaaoda 
of  onr  feUow-citdzena,  and  incalenlable  tuas  to 
the  whole  commnnltj.  Bat  their  prostration 
would  not  disflgore,  nor  j>rodnoe  greater  effect 
upon  the  «A<»2s  system  of  protection,  in  all  its 
branohea,  than  tiie  destmction  of  the  beantifal 
domes  npon  the  capitol  would  occasion  to  the 
magnificent  edifice  which  they  sormonnt.  Why, 
ear,  there  is  scarcely  an  interest,  soaroely  a  voca- 
tlos  in  society,  which  is  not  embraced  by  the 
beneficence     this  system. 

It  comprehends  our  coasting  tonnage  and 
trade,  from  which  all  foreign  tonnage  is  abso- 
Intely  excluded. 

It  incdndea  all  oxa  fbreign  tonnage,  with  the 
inoonaiderable  axoepti<m  made  hj  treaties  of 
redprocity  with  a  few  foreign  powers. 

It  embraces  onr  fisheries,  and  all  onr  hardy 
and  enterprising  fishermen. 

It  extends  to  all  Lower  Lotustana,  the  Delta 
of  which  might  as  well  be  submerged  asfun  in 
the  6nlf  of  Mexico,  from  which  it  has  oeen  a 
gradual  conquest,  as  now  to  be  deprived  of  tJie 
protecting  duty  upon  its  great  staple. 

It  affects  the  cotton  planter  himself,  and  the 
tobacco  planter,  both  of  whom  enjoy  protection. 

Such  are  some  of  the  items  of  tiiis  vast  sys- 
tem of  protection,  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
abandon.  We  might  «^  panse  and  contem- 
plate, if  human  imagination  oonld  oonceive  the 
extent  of  mischief  and  ruin  from  its  total  over- 
throw, before  we  proceed  to  the  work  of  de- 
■tmction.  Its  duration  is  worthy,  also,  of 
serious  consideration.  Not  to  go  behind  the 
constitaUon,  its  date  is  coeval  with  that  instru- 
ment. It  began  on  the  ever  memorable  4th 
day  of  July—the  4th  day  erf  July,  1789.  The 
second  act  which  stands  recorded  in  the  statute 
boolc,i}earing  the  illnstrions  signature  of  Oeorge 
Washington,  laid  the  comer  stone  of  the  whole 
^stem.  That  there  might  be  no  mistake  abont 
tlie  matter,  it  was  then  solemnly  proclaimed  to 
the  American  people  and*to  the  world,  that  it 
was  nwMMry  for  the  encoonwonent  and  pnt- 
teCttfA  of  manufiwtarea,"  that  dntleB  ahonld  be 
laid.  It  is  in  vain  to  urge  the  small  amount  of 
the  measure  of  protection  then  extended.  The 
great  principle  was  then  established  by  the 
faUiers  of  the  constitution,  with  the  father 
his  country  at  their  head.  And  it  cannot  now 
be  questioned,  that^  if  the  Government  had  not 
then  been  new  and  the  subject  untried,  a  greater 
measure  of  protection  would  have  been  applied, 
if  it  had  been  su;[>posed  necessary.  Portly 
after,  the  master  mmds  of  Jefferson  and  Ham- 
ilton were  brought  to  act  on  this  interesting 
sulject  Taking  views  of  it  appertainli^  to 
the  departxaenta  of  foreign  affairs  and  of  iino 
Treasury,  which  they  rei^>ectiTely  filled,  tii^y 
presented,  severally,  reports  which  yet  romun 
monuments  of  their  profound  wisdom,  and 
came  to  the  same  conclusnon  of  protection  to 
American  industry.  Mr.  Jefferson  argued  that 
foreign  restrictions,  foreign  prohibitions,  and 
foreign  hi^  duties,  ought  to  be  met,  at  borne, 
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by  American  restrietioba,  American  prohiln- 
tiona,  and  American  high  duties.  Vr,  Hamil- 
ton, surveying  the  entire  ground,  and  lookii^ 
at  the  inherent  nature  of  the  sutgeot,  treated  it 
with  an  ability  which,  if  ever  equafled,  has  not 
been  surpassed,  and  earnestly  recommended 
protection. 

The  subject  of  the  American  system  was 
again  brought  ap  in  1820,  by  the  bul  reported 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  jfano- 
factnres,  now  a  member  of  the  l>ench  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
principle  was  successfully  maintained  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people;  but  the  biQ 
which  they  passed  was  defeated  in  tiie  Senate. 
It  was  recdved  in  183^  the  wb(^  gnnnid 
earefnUy  aod  deliberately  explored,  and  the 
Mil  then  inb<odnoed.  receiving  all  the  sanctions 
of  the  constitution,  became  the  law  of  the  land. 
An  amendment  of  the  system  was  pnq>osed  in 
1828,  to  the  history  of  which  I  refer  with  no 
agreeable  recollections.  The  bill  of  that  ye&r, 
in  some  of  its  provisions,  was  framed  on  prin- 
ciples direcUy  adverse  to  the  declared  wislies 
of  the  friends  <tf  the  policy  of  protection,  t 
have  heard  (without  vouching  for  the  fact)  thit 
it  was  BO  framed,  npon  the  advice  of  a  prom- 
inent citizen,  now  abroad,  with  the  view  of 
ultimately  defeating  the  biQ,  and  wiih  assur- 
asces  that,  befaig  altogether  unacceptable  to 
tJie  frioids  of  the  American  system,  the  VBH 
would  be  lost.  Be  Ibat  as  it  may,  the  most 
exceptionable  fbatnres  of  the  Inll  were  stamped 
upon  it,  agfunst  the  earnest  raaonstrances  of 
tbe  friends  of  the  system,  by  the  votes  of 
Southern  members,  upon  a  principle,  I  think, 
as  unsound  in  legislation  as  it  is  repreheo^Ue 
in  ethics.  The  bill  was  passed,  notwithstand- 
ing, it  having  been  deemed  better  to  take  ths 
bad  along  with  the  good  which  it  contained, 
than  reject  it  alt<^;etDer.  Subsequent  l^isla- 
tion  has  corrected  very  much  the  «Tor  then 
perpetrated,  but  still  that  measure  is  vehemently 
denounced  by  gentlonen  who  contributed  to 
make  it  what  it  was. 

Thus,  sir,  has  &]a  great  system  of  protectim 
1>eeu  grsdnally  built,  stone  upon  stone,  and  Step 
by  step,  from  the  4th  July,  1789,  down  to  the 

{iresent  period.  In  every  stage  of  its  progresB 
t  has  received  the  deliberate  sanction  of  Con- 
gress. A  vast  m^ority  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  has  approved,  and  continues  to 
approve  it.  Every  Chief  Magistrate  of  tha 
United  States,  from  Washington  to  the  present, 
in  some  form  or  other,  has  g^ven  to  it  the  au- 
thority of  his  name ;  and,  however  tiie  opinioas 
of  the  existing  President  are  interpreted  south 
ot  Mason  and  IMxon'a  line,  on  1^  north  they 
are,  at  leut,  understood  to  &vor  the  estaUi^- 
ment  (tf  itjadieiouM  tariff. 

The  question,  therefore,  which  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  ^termine,  is  not  whether  we 
sh^  establish  a  new  and  donbtfViI  system  (4 
policy,  just  proposed,  and  for  the  first  time 
presented  to  our  consideration;  but  whether 
we  diaU  break  down  and  destroy  a  loDg-etfcal^ 
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liabed  system,  patitintly  and  carefiiUy  bailt  ap, 
and  aanotioned,  daring  a  Beries  of  rears,  again 
and  again,  br  the  natum  and  its  highest  and 
most  revered  anthorities.  And  are  we  not 
bonnd  deliberateljr  to  eonsider  whether  we  can 
proceed  to  this  work  of  destmction  withont  a 
violation  of  the  pablic  futh?  The  people  of 
the  United  Ststas  nave  ^astlj  sapposed  that  the 
policy  of  protecting  their  industry,  against  for~ 
sign  legislation  and  foreign  industry,  was  AiUy 
settled,  not  by  a  single  act,  bat  by  repeated 
and  deUlMrate  acts  of  Goremment,  {lerformed 
at  distant  and  frequent  intervals.  In  fall  con< 
fidenoe  that  the  policy  was  firmly  and  on- 
dhangeably  OAdi  tiioosands  npon  thonsands 
have  inTeatecRheir  cwital,  porohased  a  vast 
amount  of  real  and  other  estate,  made  permar 
Dent  eataUiahmenta,  and  aooonunodated  their 
iuAnstrr*  Can  we  ezpoee  to  utter  and  irre- 
trievatm  niin  this  ooontlees  multitude,  without 
justly  inonrring  the  reproach  of  violating  the 
natioual  faith  I 

I  shall  not  discuss  the  oonstitntional  ques- 
tion. Withont  meaning  any  disrespect  to  uiose 
who  raise  it,  if  it  be  debatable,  it  has  been  sof- 
ficioitly  debated,  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  soffered  it  to  fall  unnoticed  from  bis 
budget:  and  it  was  not  nntal  after  he  bad 
dosed  nia  apeeoh  and  lesnmed  his  seat,  that  it 
oooorred  to  nim  that  he  had  fm^ottea  it,  when 
Iw  agi^  addressed  the  Senate,  and,  by  a  wrt 
of  protestation  against  any  coDoIusion  from  his 
Bilenoe,  put  forward  the  objection.  The  recent 
Free  Trade  Oonvention  at  Philadelphia,  it  is 
well  known,  were  divided  on  the  question ;  and 
althoogh  the  topic  is  noticed  in  their  address  to 
the  public,  they  do  not  a/cow  their  own  h^l^f 
that  the  American  system  is  unconstitutional, 
bnt  repraant  that  svcA  is  the  opinion  of  re- 
spectable portions  of  the  American  people. 
Another  address  to  the  people  of  tbe  United 
^ate%  from  a  high  source,  dnring  the  past 
year,  treating  this  snl^jeo^  does  not  oassrt  the 
opinion  of  m6  distdngniahed  autibor,  bnt  ttaht 
that  of  others  to  be  that  it  is  imoonstitntionaL 
From  which  I  infer  tliat  he  did  not,  himself, 
beUeve  it  nnctmstitational. 

[Here  the  Yios  Pbsbidbnt  (Mr.  Oalhottn) 
interposed,  and  remu'ked  that  if  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  alluded  to  him,  he  most  say 
that  his  opinion  was,  that  the  measure  was  un- 
coostitationaL] 

When,  sir,  said  ICr.  Out,  I  contended  with 
you,  ride  by  side,  and  with  perhaps  less  zeal 
than  yon  exhibited,  in  1616, 1  did  not  noder- 
atand  yon  th«i  to  oondder  me  poHi^y  forbidden 
by  the  oonstitntion. 

niie  VioB  PBSsmmrT  a^nin  interpoaed,  and 
sau  that  the  constitational  qnestitm  was  not 
debated  at  that  time^  and  that  he  had  never 
expressed  an  o^iii(Hi  oontrary  to  that  now  in- 
timated.] 

I  ^ve  way  with  pleasure,  sud  TXi.  Cut,  to 
these  explanations,  which  I  hope  will  always 
be  made  when  I  say  any  thing  bearing  on  the 
IndividaaL  opinions  oi  the  Ohav.   I  know  tiie 
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delicacy  of  tbe  position,  and  sympathise  with 
the  iocnmbent,  whoever  he  may  be.  It  is  tme. 
tbe  queatioB  was  not  debated  in  1816;  and 
why  not  ?  Because  it  was  not  debatable ;  it 
was  then  believed  not  fairly  to  arise.  It  never 
has  been  made,  as  a  distinct,  snbstantial,  and 
leading  point  of  objection.  It  never  was  made 
until  the  discnssion  of  the  tariff  of  1824,  when 
it  was  rather  hinted  at,  as  against  the  tpirit  of 
the  constitution,  than  fornudly  annonnced,  as 
being  contrary  to  the  provlffions  of  that  instm- 
ment.  What  was  not  dreamt  of  before,  cff  in 
1816,  and  scarcely  thought  of  in  1824,  is  now 
mode,  by  excited  imaginations,  to  assume  tbe 
imposing  form  of  a  serions  oonatitntwmal  banier. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  to  make  a 
few  observations  on  a  delicate  subject,  which  X 
approach  with  all  the  respect  that  is  doe  to  its 
serious  and  grave  nature.  They  have  not,  in- 
deed, been  rendered  necessary  by  the  speech  of 
the  gentieman  from  Sonth  OaroUna,  whose  for- 
bearance to  notice  the  topic  was  commenda- 
blCj  as  his  argament  throughout  was  charac- 
terized by  an  ability  and  dignity  worthy  of 
him  and  of  the  Senate.  The  gentieman  made 
one  declaration^  which  might  possibly  be  mis- 
interpreted, and  I  submit  to  tiim  whether  an 
ezpluiation  of  it  be  not  proper.  Tbe  declarft- 
tion,  as  reported  in  bis  pnnted  speech,  is,  tbe 
instinct  of^ adf-interest  might  have  tanght  ns  an 
easier  way  of  relieving  ourselves  from  this  op- 
pression. It  wanted  bnt  the  will  to  have  snp< 
plied  ourselves  with  every  article  embraced  in 
the  protective  system,  free  of  'duty,  without 
any  other  participation  on  onr  part  than  a  am- 
pie  consent  to  receive  them."  [Here  Mr.  Hatbi 
rose,  and  remarked  that  the  passages,  which 
immediately  preceded  and  followed  the  para- 
graph cited,  he  thought,  plainly  indicated  his 
meaning,  which  related  to  evasions  of  the  s^s- 
tom,  by  illicit  introdnotion  of  goods,  wtiich 
they  were  not  disposed  to  countenance  in 
Sonth  Carolina.]  I  am  h^>py  to  bear  this  ex- 
planation. But,  dr,  itds  imposuUe  to  ooneeal 
from  our  view  the  facts  that  there  is  great  ex- 
citement in  Sonth  Carolina ;  that  tbe  protec- 
tive system  is  openly  and  vicdently  denounced 
in  popular  meetings ;  and  that  tiie  Legialatore 
itself  has  declared  its  purpose  of  resorting  to 
coonteracting  measures — a  suspension  of  which 
has  only  been  submitted  to,  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing  Congress  time  to  relraes  its  steps. 
With  respect  to  this  Union,  Mr.  Preudent,  the 
truth  cannot  be  too  generally  proclaimed  nor 
too  strongly  inculcated,  that  it  is  necessary  to 
the  whole  and  to  all  the  partt — necessary  to 
those  parts,  indeed,  In  diflbrent  d^;rees,  bnt 
vitally  neoMsary  to  amA;  and  that  threats  to 
disturb  or  dissolve  it,  coming  from  any  of  tbe 
parts,  would  be  quite  as  indiscreet  and  im- 
proper, as  would  be  threats  from  the  residne  to 
exclude  those  puts  from  the  pale  of  its  benefits. 
The  great  principle,  which  hes  at  tbe  founda- 
tion of  all  free  Qovemment,  is,  that  the  ma- 
jority must  govern ;  from  which  there  is  or  can 
be  no  Kppeiu  bnt  to  tbe  sword.  That  mifjority 
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ooelit  to  ^vem  wisely,  eqaitabl/,  moderately, 
and  oonstitutionally,  but  gorem  tt  muxf,  sub- 
ject only  to  that  terrible  i^peaL  If  ever  one, 
or  several  States,  being  a  mioori^,  can,  bjr 
menacing  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  anooeed  In 
forming  an  abandonmenl;  (tf  great  measures 
deemed  essential  to  the  interests  and  prosperity 
of  the  whole,  Uie  Union,  from  that  moment, 
is  praotioally  gone.  It  may  linger  on,  in  fonn 
uid  name,  but  its  vital  spirit  has  fled  forever  I 
Entertaining  these  deliberate  opinions,  I  would 
entreat  the  patriotic  people  of  South  Carolina 
— the  land  of  Harion,  Sumter,  and  Pickens — of 
Butledge,  Laoreos,  the  Pinckneys,  and  Lowndes 
— K)f  liTinff  and  present  names,  which  I  would 
mentioD  if  th^  were  not  living  or  present— to 
pause,  solemnly  pause  [  and  contemplate  the 
frightiiil  precipice  which  lies  directly  before 
them.  To  retreat  may  be  painful  and  mortify- 
ing to  their  gallantry  and  pride,  but  it  is  to  re- 
treat to  the  Union,  to  safety,  and  to  those 
brethren,  with  whom,  or  with  whose  auoes- 
tors,  they,  or  thur  ancestors,  have  won,  on 
fields  of  glory,  imperishable  renown.  To  ad- 
vance, is  to  rush  on  certain  and  inevitable  dis- 
grace and  destruction. 

We  have  been  told  of  deserted  castles,  of 
uninhabited  halls,  and  of  mansions,  once  the 
seats  of  opulence  and  hospitality,  now  aban- 
doned, and  mouldering  in  ruins.  I  nevw  had 
the  honor  of  being  in  South  Carolina ;  but  I 
have  heard  and  read  of  the  stories  of  its  chiv- 
alry, and  of  its  generous  and  open-hearted  lib- 
eruity.  I  have  neard,  too,  of  th$  struggles  for 
power  between  the  lower  and  upper  country, 
llie  same  causes  wUoh  existed  m  Virginia, 
with  which  I  have  been  acquainted,  I  presume, 
have  had  their  influence  lu  Carolina.  In 
whose  hands  now  are  the  once  proud  seats  of 
Westover,  Curies,  Uaycocks,  Shirley,  and 
others,  on  James  Biver,  and  in  Lower  Virginiat 
Under  the  operation  of  laws  abolishing  the 
principle  of  primogeniture,  and  providing  the 
equitable  rule  of  an  equal  distribution  of  estates 
among  those  In  equal  degree  of  consanguinity, 
they  nuve  passed  into  other  and  stranger  hauds. 
Some  the  descendants  of  illustrious  fiunilies 
have  gone  to  the  far  West,  whilst  others,  lin- 
gering behind,  have  contrasted  their  present 
condition  with  that  of  their  venerated  ances- 
tors. They  behold  themselves  excluded  from 
their  fathers'  houses,  now  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  once  their  fathers^  overseers,  or  sink- 
ing into  decay ;  their  imaginations  p^t  an- 
cnent  renown,  the  fading  honors  of  their  name, 
glories  gone  by ;  too  poor  to  live,  too  proud  to 
work,  too  high-minded  and  honorable  to  resort 
to  ignoble  means  of  aoqnintion,  brare,  daring, 
chivalrous,  uAat  can  be  the  cause  of  their  pres- 
ent unhappy  state  ?  The  "aocursed  tariff**  pre- 
sents Itself  to  their  excited  Imaginations,  and 
tiiey  blindly  rush  into  the  ranks  of  those  wba 
nnfurlit^  the  bannei'  of  nullification,  wouM 
place  a  Stato  upon  its  sovereignty  I 

The  danger  to  oar  Union  does  not  lie  on  the 
aide  of  pei^tence  in  t^e  American  system,  bat 


on  that  of  its  abandonment.  I^  as  I  have  sup- 
posed and  believe,  the  inhabitants  of  all  noi^ 
and  east  of  James  Biver,  and  all  vest  of  the 
mountains,  Indnding  Louisiana,  are  deeply  in^ 
tereetod  In  tiie  preservation  of  that  system, 
would  they  be  reconciled  to  its  OTerutrow? 
Can  It  be  expected  that  two-thirds,  if  not  three- 
fourths,  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
would  consent  to  the  destruction  of  a  policy 
believed  to  be  indispensably  necessary  to  tbdr 
prosperity  ?  When,  too,  this  sacrifice  is  m^e 
at  the  instance  of  a  mngle  interest  which  they 
verily  believe  will  not  ^  promoted  by  it  t  In 
estimating  the  degree  of  peril  which  noay  be 
incident  to  two  opposite  oonrseAf  human  pol- 
icy, the  statesman  would  be  shm- sigh  ted  who 
should  content  himself  with  vlewlug  only  the 
evils,  real  or  imaginary,  which  bdong  to  that 
course  which  is  m  practical  operation.  He 
should  Hit  himself  up  to  the  oiHitemplati<Hi  <^ 
those  greater  and  more  certun  dangers  which 
might  inevitably  attend  the  adoption  of  the 
alternative  course.  What  would  be  the  condi- 
tion of  this  UuicHi,  if  Pennsylvania  and  Kew 
York,  those  mammoth  members  of  our  oonfed- 
eracy,  were  firmly  persuaded  that  tbeir  indus- 
try was  paralyzed,  and  their  prosperity  blighted, 
by  the  raforoement  of  the  Britijui  ooloniu  os- 
tein, nnder  the  delusive  name  of  free  trade? 
They  are  now  tranquil,  and  lu^y,  and  con> 
tented,  conscious  of  thar  welfive,  and  feding 
a  salutary  and  rapid  cinmlation  of  the  prod- 
ucts of  home  manufiujtnree  and  home  industry 
throughout  all  their  great  arteries.  Bat  let 
that  be  checked,  let  them  feel  that  a  for^gn 
system  is  to  predominate,  and  the  soureea  of 
their  subsistence  and  comfort  dried  up ;  let 
New  England  and  the  West,  and  the  Middle 
States,  all  feel  that  they  too  are  the  victims  of 
a  mistaken  policy,  and  let  these  vast  portions 
of  our  country  despair  of  any  £ftvorable  change, 
and  t^en,  indeed,  might  we  tremble  for  tiie 
ocmtinnanoe  and  aafe^  ctf  this  Unios  1 


FitnuT,  February  8. 

Celebration  iff  the  Birthday  of  WaAintis^n, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Obambbbs,  the  ^oint  reso- 
lution  from  the  House  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  make  arrangements  for  the  cel- 
ebration of  the  centennial  birthday  of 
Ington^  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Crajibkbs,  the  Chair  wis 
directed  to  appoint  the  committee. 

Ur.  Ohambus  moved  thirteen  as  Uie  num- 
ber of  the  committee,  Mr.  Buoouu  twenty- 
four,  and  lb*.  Wraam,  five.  Ibe  last  namb«r 
was  adopted. 


TuasDAT,  Februaiy  7. 

Celebratum  of  the  Birthday  of  Weuhington. 

The  following  members  were  announced  aa 
having  been  e^polnted  by  the  Ohair  on  the 
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Joint  committee  for  making  arrangements  for 
oelebrating  the  centennial  birthday  of  Washing- 
ton, porsaant  to  ^e  order  of  yesterday,  viz: 
Ur.  Tazevtbll,  ICr.  Sion^  ISr.  Out,  Mr.  'Wbb- 
nss,  and  Mr.  Tboup. 

The  journal  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Tazkwiix  roae,  and  stUd  that  he  per- 
oeired  in  the  joomal  of  yesterday's  proceedings 
hia  name  on  the  committee  appointed  in  con- 
jonetion  wiHh  the  •  committee  of  the  other 
HooBe,  for  tiie  purpose  of  making  arrangements 
for  the  odebration  of  the  centennial  birthday 
of  the  first  President  of  the  United  States.  It 
irould  be  recollected  that  the  .condition  of  the 
Senate  was  snch,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
the  joint  resolotion,  nnder  which  the  commit- 
tee was  appointed,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
its  pr^^ing  officer  to  distingniah  the  dissenting 
vote  ^ven  by  himself  and  two  other  Senators 
in  opposition  to  the  measure.  Although  op- 
poaed  to  serving  on  the  committee,  he  woold 
not  lisTe  troubled  the  Senate  with  the  applica- 
tiou  he  was  about  to  make,  did  he  not  feel  it 
hia  da^  to  announce  decidedly  his  sentiments 
in  rdatim  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  com- 
mittee was  institDted.  Were  it  one  of  the 
ordinaiy  MHamittees  that  he  was  then  called 
npm  to  serve  in,  he  shonid  not,  bowevw  irk- 
nine  the  a^rvice,  have  asked  to  be  ezcosed ; 
hit  when  a  depntation  of  that  body  was  1^- 

Siinted  to  meet  a  committee  of  the  other 
oase,  that  dentation  should  express  a  nnani- 
iDona  opinion  in  relation  to  the  business  on 
which  they  were  to  act ;  and  he,  therefore,  en- 
tertaining difierent  views  from  those  intended 
the  resolotion,  was  compelled  to  ask  the 
Senate  to  excuse  him  from  serving.  Thongh, 
on  ordinary  occasions,  be  was  disp(Med  to  maka 
a  sacrifice  of  his  own  feelings,  his  own  wishes, 
and  his  own  convenieace,  yet,  on  tips,  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  expose.  In  the  most  ded^ve  man- 
ner, the  consummation  of  a  pnrpoBe,  to  tiie  In- 
ception  and  concocUon  of  ^Ich  he  had  been 
equally  opposed.  Uan-worship,  how  great  so- 
ever the  man,  Ifr.  T.  sud  he  would  ever 
Impose.  For  these  reasons,  he  hoped  the  Sen- 
ate would  appoint,  in  his  place,  some  o^er 
gentleman,  whose  sentiments  and  feelings  bet- 
ter qoalified  him  to  serve  on  the  caamittee. 
Ur.  T.  was  then  excused. 
Mr.  Tboup  also  asked  to  be  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee.  Ifr.  T.  spoke  in  so 
low  a  tone  of  voice,  as  to  be  acarcdy  andible 
in  the  reporter's  seat;  bnt  be  was  understood 
to  ^ve  the  same  reastms  for  wishing  to  be  ez- 
cDsed  as  were  given  by  Ur.  Tazewell. 

Mr.  Wbetb,  at  a  snbsequent  part  of  the  day, 
klsu  asked  to  be  exooaea.  He  sud  that  pre- 
ci^iy  the  same  reasons  assigned  by  the  gentle- 
nun  from  Virginia,  disqoalified  him  from  serv- 
ing. He,  too.  was  opposed  to  the  resolution, 
and  had  voted  against  it 
Ur.  W.,was  likewise  excused. 
Mr.  Smith  also  requested  to  be  excused,  in 
conse<^uence  of  ill  health.  He  had  been  indis- 
posed  m  consequence  of  joining  in  celebrating 


the  8{h  of  January,  and  was  compeUed  to  con- 
fine himself  within  doors  when  not  engaged  in 
dnty  at  the  Senate,  especially  in  the  evenmg. 
MX.  S.  was  accordingly  ezcosed. 

Tar^f—Btduetion  0/  Dutiei. 
Ur,  Manqum  a^d :  The  resolution  upon  the 
table  contains  matter  of  high  and  ^at  import. 
It  involves  principles  mingling  m  deep  and 
dan^rous  connection  with  the  interests  and 

f asBions  of  great  masses  of  tiiis  confederacy, 
t  involves  a  final  decision  upon  this  tariff  pol- 
icy, now  presented  in  a  naked,  nnmitigstoct— 
ay,  aggravated  form.  I  cannot  bnt  regard  it  as 
the  most  momentous  question  which  has  ever 
beeii  submitted  to  any  deliberative  assembly  in 
this  country,  since  the  adoption  of  the  fedend 
constitution — as,  indeed,  the  most  fearfully  mo- 
mentous that  has  ever  occurred  in  the  whole 
history  of  the  American  people,  with  the  sin- 
gle exception  of  the  declaration  ttf  American 
mdependence. 

This  policy,  in  its  inception  and  in  its  prog- 
ress, has  been  marked  vrith  stru^les,  keen, 
fieree,  and  resolved.  In  some  porti(»is  of  the 
Union,  all  the  elonents  of  discontent  are  stir- 
ring and  heaving  in  fHghtfnl  agitation.  The 
passions  are  thronging  to  the  contest.  It  is  no 
longer  discussed  as  a  question  of  political  econ- 
omy, bat  as  a  naked  question  of  liberty.  Sludl 
this  course  of  things  endure  longer  I  Is  there 
any  lover  ^  his  country  who  can  ocmtomplato 
it  wiQiont  deep  and  painful  reflections  1  Shall 
this  t>eautiful  fabric  of  our  liberties  be  perilled 
in  a  contest  of  mere  selfish  intoresta,  oncaUed 
fur  by  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  and  unre- 
deemed by  any  high,  noble,  and  patriotic  con- 
siderations f 

This  question  has  been  argued  by  the  gen- 
tlonan  mm  Kentucky,  (Ur.  Olat.)  npon  th« 
osHomption  that  a  large  portion  of  this  country 
are  laboring  fbr  an  entire  demoUtiMi  of  those 
establishments ;  and  a^eals  have  been  made  to 
exoite  every  motive  of  interest,  and  arouse 
every  selfish  principle,  to  rally  around  this 
tariff  systom,  and  protect  it  from  the  assaults 
of  its  mthless  assailants. 

Sir,  these  appeals  have  been  made  with  ad- 
mirable sagacity — with  a  deep  conviction  that 
the  system  oan  be  maintained  only  by  arousing 
the  passions,  and  excluding  the  li^ts  of  calm 
and  sober  reason.  But,  sir,  has  this  asstimp- 
tion  any  foundation  in  fact?  Is  there  any 
party  in  this  country  that  seeks  to  demolish  the 
manufaotoring  establisbmenta  t  Is  &sm  any 
which  is  not  deeply  impressed  with  the  difficult 
and  ddioate  responubility  of  re -organizing  our 
system  of  imposts,  and  adjusting  the  duties, 
with  a  due  regard  to  all  the  great  interests  of 
the  country  I  If  there  be  any  such  party,  it  is 
unknown  to  me.  Sir,  the  great  object  of  those 
whom  I  represent,  and  wit£  whom  I  ASWciiUiei 
is  to  adjust  this  system  so  as  to  ^proximate^ 
as  near  as  may  be,  an  equal  partiojpfition  In  the 
hardens  said  benefits  of  (he  Government 
What  is  ttw  «ab0t  of  liie  reudatifui  upon  the 
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table  f  It  is  to  am^vate  the  evil.  It  is  to  tax 
£he  necessaries  of  the  poor  man,  while  the  rich 
may  revel  in  loznries,  as  free  firom  taxation  aa 
the  air  be  breathes.  It  is  to  increase  the  cz- 
travagant  boontiea  alreadj  eqjojed  1^  the  rich 
oqntalist,  by  diminishing  the  cost  of  many  of 
the  articles  which  enter  into  Uie  omsnmptlon 
of  hts  establishment  The  daties  in  the  ^ape 
of  proteotioD  rmudn  the  aame-nominally,  while 
In  net  thej  are  enhanced  to  the  whc^e  amonnt 
of  deduction  from  the  prices  of  articles  con- 
sumed hj  the  mann&otarer  and  his  laborers. 

The  only  feature  of  mitigation  is  to  be  found 
in  the  redaction  of  the  amonnt  of  revenae. 
This,  however,  is  more  than  counterbalanced 
bj  the  increased  ineqnatitj  in  the  action  of  the 
system.  But  if  a  system  of  imposts  shall  be 
adopted  in  porsnanoe  of  the  policy  of  the  reso- 
lution, what  will  be  the  extent  oi  the  redaction 
of  the  revenae  ?  The  Senator  from  Kentucky 
estimates  it  at  wea  millionB  of  dollars ;  others 
are  of  opinim  that  it  would  be  between  five 
and  six :  BQ|>poae  it  to  be  seven  mllUons,  we 
should  thm  have  an  omnal  revenue  varying 
between  eighteen  and  twenty-three  millions  m 
dollars,  when  the  actnal  necessities  of  the  Gov- 
ernment would  not,  and  ought  not  to  require 
more  than  ten  millions  to  be  raised  by  reveune. 
The  people  are  then  to  be  taxed  from  eight  to 
twelve  and  even  fifteen  millions  of  doll^  an- 
nually, more  than  the  actual  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, if  the  policy  indicated  by  this  reeolu- 
tiou  shaU  ultimately  prevail.  81r,  can  this  pol- 
icy soothe  the  discontents  of  the  public  nund, 
and'  restore  harmony  to  the  distracted  councils 
of  tills  eonntry  I  Oan  it  heal  those  divisions 
tiiat  have  so  extensively  and  fbaiiUly  impaired 
the  confidence  and  sundered  the  affections  of 
distant  and  important  parts  of  this  oonfeder- 
aoyt  Bir,  it  cannot  The  whole  South  will 
regard  it  with  fixed  aversion.  They  will  view 
H  as  a  proof  that  our  distant  brethren  have  but 
little  respect  for  our  feelings ;  that  they  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  our  friendly  remonstrances,  and 
heed  not  the  narrative  of  our  violated  rights 
and  multiplied  wrongs.  Sir,  it  does  violence 
to  every  conception  of  a  free  Government  It 
is  subversive  of  every  maxim  of  an  enlight- 
ened political  economy,  and  it  is  utterly  re- 
gardless of  that  oonfldenoe  and  affectitm  ce- 
mented znntual  interest,  whldi  otnutitnte 
the  broad  baris— and  the  raly  baria — upon 
which  rests  the  noble  structure  of  our  free  in- 
stitutions. It  is  the  part  of  wisdom,  taking 
broad  and  statesman-like  views,  and  looking 
o&r  eft,  to  persevere  in  a  policy  which,  by  six 
or  seven  contiguous  States  in  the  Union,  is  be- 
lieved to  bring  to  them  nothing  but  pure, 
unmixed  evil,  and  which  a  large  majority  of 
the  people  of  that  region  believe  to  be  in  vio- 
lation of  the  spirit  and  prindnlBB  of  the  oon- 
stitqtio&l  r  r— 


Wkdrssdat,  Febroary  8. 
CtlebraUon  iff  tJu  Birthday  <^  Wathington. 

Mr.  D10EBB80N  said  that,  perceiving  bis  name 
[in  the  place  of  Ur.  Wnin,  excusra]  oa  the 
o(nnmittee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  oomawmoratioi 
of  Washington's  birthday,  he  wished  to  be  ex- 
cused ftom  serving  upon  It,  for  the  same  rea- 
sons which  were  given  by^the  gentlemen  who 
were  yesterday  ezcnaed.  He  was  not  in  favor 
of  •the  object  for  which  the  committee  was 
uipointed,  nor  did  he  vote  for  the  resolution. 
He  widied  to  pay  all  possible  respect  to  tiie 
memory  of  Washington.  He  hoped  the  Senate 
would  adjourn  over  that  day,  and  unite  with 
other  citizens  in  the  usual  observances  of  the 
day.  Bnt  he  could  see  no  ^ood  reason  why 
Ocmgress  should  depart,  on  this  occasion,  from 
Uie  customary  mode  of  honoring  the  day.  He 
wished  to  be  exooaed  f n»n  awring  on  tito  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Hatib  suggested  to  the  Boiator  tiiat,  aa 
his  name  was  upon  the  committee^  and  as  sev- 
eral gentlemen  had  already  been  excnaed,  he 
had  better  ronun  a  member  of  it ;  and,  if  he 
had  any  objections  to  any  other  observance  of 
the  day  than  an  adjournment,  he  could  state 
them  to  the  joint  committee,  who  would,  per- 
haps, be  governed  by  his  snggestiona. 

Mr.  DioEXBBOV  felt  no  dispoution,  he  aud,  to 
go  into  tbe  committee  for  the  purpose  of  op- 
posing tiie  views  and  designs  of  uie  majority  of 
that  committee.  It  wo^d  be  unpleasant  to 
him  to  be  placed  in  that  situation.  He  would 
propose  to  withdraw  fran  it  entirely. 

Mr.  if  uuB  called  for  the  readiiw  of  rea* 
olntim ;  and,  after  it  was  read,  oa  remarked 
that,  as  the  resolution  agreed  to  assume  that 
we  shall  Join  the  House  in  cdebrating  the 
day,  gentlemen  could  have  no  objection  to 
serving  on  the  committee.  Having  adopted 
tiie  resolution,  he  thought  the  Senate  was 
bound  to  prooeed  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
dengn. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  was  not  present,  he  said,  when 
the  resolution  was  passed.  He  thought  it  an 
improper  mode  of  paying  respect  to  t£e  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased.  He  was  also  uninformed 
how  the  expenses  of  the  ftte,  if  there  was  to 
be  me,  wwe  to  be  defrayed.  He  vaa  wiQii^ 
to  nunse  the  bonorabb  Swator  from  New 
Jersey,  if  he  beUeres  he  could  not^  with  pro- 
priety, ocHuent  to  jdn  in  the  oltJects  oz  the 
committee. 

The  question  being  pnt,  it  was  decided  in 
fiavor  of  excuring  the  Senator. 

ribe  committee  on  \ho  part  of  the  Senate 
ultimately  condsted  of  Mr.  Out,  Mr.  Wk»- 
BTSB,  Mr.  PonasxiSB,  Mr.  OaaicnBa,  aid  Mr. 
Bme.] 

Imputed  Illegal  Ourrenai  qf  the  Bani  qf  the 
UMteA  Statm  in  the  Arm  <ff  Brkaiik  BmtJt 
(Mm  or  tnoS  Dn^  on  eA«  M^thgr  Seaik. 
Mr.  Dallas  moved  that  the  r^>ort  received 
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yesterdftjr  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry, 
in  reply  to  Hr.  Bento:i*s  resolution,  making 
inqniriea  in  relation  to  the  oorrenoy  of  the 
Bank  of  the  TTnited  States,  be  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Select  Committee  on  that  snbject. 

Mr.  BxNTON  said  his  statement  of  the  amount 
of  this  species  of  cnrrency  in  circulation,  was 
mere  matter  of  opinion  when  he  spoke  upon 
the  subject  two  weeks  a^.  The  bank,  in  none 
of  its  reports  or  pnbUeations,  had  ever  disorim- 
inated  betweea  the  uobu  and  the  orders ;  and, 
Jndging  from  the  anirersality  of  the  orAen  in 
the  Wesl^  he  had  formed  aa  opinion  Uiat  they 
most  amount  to  about  ten  ndUions.  Senators, 
who  supposed  him  to  ny  Uiirty  or  forty  mil- 
lions, most  bare  taken  an  expresdon  which  re- 
lated to  the  whole  amonnt  of  the  bank  issues, 
notes  and  orders,  which  are  returned  at  fort^ 
millions.  To  settle  the  question,  however,  and 
to  ascertiun  the  quantity  of  orders  out,  he  had 
submitted  a  call  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasory,  and,  if  he  had  not  the  information, 
through  him  upon  the  president  of  the  bank, 
to  ascertain  the  amount.  That  call  had  been 
answered.  It  was  received  yesterday,  and 
gives  rise  to  tiie  present  motions  for  refarenoes 
to  di&rent  committees.  From  that  answer 
we  see  that  the  practice  of  issning  orders  as 
cnrrency  began  in  July,  1627 ;  and  that  abont 
seven  millions  had  been  issued  since  tiiat  time. 
Of  this  BCTen  millions,  abont  five  millions  are 
believed  to  be  in  actual  circnlation ;  which,  in 
fact,  was  less  than  he  bad  expected.  Bnt  the 
cause  of  his  miscaloolatiGn  was  diowa  in  the 
President's  answer. 

He  (Mr,  B.)  had  supposed  that  all  £he 
branches  issued  this  deacnption  of  currency ; 
bnt,  in  looking  over  the  statement  sent  in,  he 
found  that  we  more  remote  and  frontier 
branches  akme  were  set  at  tUa  work :  while 
the  great  branches  in  the  oamtds  and  «npo- 
rinms  of  the  old  States,  and  m  this  capital  <^ 
the  Union,  did  no  such  thing.  The  Bonthem 
and  Western  branches  made  tiiese  issues,  and  a 
few  otjiers  of  the  smaUer  class ;  but  the 
branches  in  Richmond,  Baltimore,  New  York, 
Boston,  uid  this  city,  issued  none.  Why  this 
difference  t  Is  it  that  the  intelligence  of  the 
great  cities  wonld  detect  the  difference  be- 
tween a  note  and  an  order,  while  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  South  and  West,  and  other  re- 
mote or  obscure  places,  would  ti^e  the  orders 
witiumt  knowing  the  difference,  Uke  unfledged 
robins  swallow  Uie  gravdl  wMch  wanton  Iwye 
throw  than  in  place  of  onunfas  d  bread? 

Mr.  Daiub  sdd  ti»t  he  did  not  precisely 
nnderstand  whether  the  gentleman  from  Mia- 
sonri  intended  his  present  resoiation  as  a  snb- 
stitnte  for  the  one  he  had  presented,  on  a  for- 
mer day,  in  relation  to  the  same  object  [Mr. 
Bbhton  s^d  yes,  with  the  exception  of  print- 
ing.] Mr.  Daixas  sud  the  question  was  one  of 
gro&t  interest,  and  moved  that  the  report  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Select  Committee 
on  the  auliject  of  the  hank.  He  wished  to 
statO'One  important  Uiet,  yvL,  that  the  whole 


[Sbtakb. 

amonnt  of  these  orders  did  not  exceed  five 
millions  of  dollars.  He  stated  this,  because  it 
bad  been  asserted  bv  the  gentieman,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  that  the  amount  was  thirty  or 
forty  millions.  Another  allegation  was,  that 
the  effect  of  these  orders  was  to  drain  the  spe- 
cie from  the  western  and  southwestern  portions 
of  the  Union.  Mr.  D.  said,  it  appeared,  from 
the  statements  of  the  hank,  that,  during  the 
period  of  five  years,  the  aggregate  amount  of 
specie  from  Kew  Orleans  did  not  exceed  five 
miUiona,  and  bat  eight  ndlUoos  from  the  whole 
Weston  country.  He  thonght  It  incumbent 
upon  him  to  oonmmnioate  ^ese  focts  to  the 
Senate,  to  prevent  any  misconception  in  conse- 

Juence  of  the  assertions  which  had  been  made, 
u  relation  to  the  question  of  referring  the 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  Mr. 
D.  sud  that  the  question  as  to  the  legality  of 
the  bank  drafts  had  been  decided  by  the  judi- 
cial tribunals  of  the  country,  and  the  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  seemed  to 
involve  a  question  which  bad  already  been  de- 
cided. It  seemed  to  him  that  the  subject 
should  be  referred  to  the  committee  that  had 
the  question  of  the  reoharteriog  of  the  bank  in 
th^  ohai^  with  the  design  that  they  might 
inqnire  into  the  subject,  and,  if  they  found  it 
improper  or  injurious,  to  forbid  the  practice  in 
the  future  charter,  if  the  bank  should  be  re- 
chartered.  In  this  li^t,  he  though  the  subject 
belonged  peculiariy  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  the  legal 
question  had  been  already  judicially  decided, 
and  that,  therefore,  there  was  no  propriety  in 
the  reference  to  the  Judicial  Committee. 

Mr.  SiciTH  made  some  remarks,  whicji  were 
indistinctly  heard.  He  was  understood  to  say 
that,  in  relation  to  the  bank's  drawing  specie 
from  the  WesL  that  such  was  not  tiie  effiaot 
there,  more  than  in  other  porti<HU  of  tiie 
Union,  which  effiact  had  been  caused  by  the 
dreadful  pressure  of  trade  over  the  whole  coun- 
try ;  and  that  the  specie  did  not  go  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  bnt  to  Sij^and.  The 
specie  drawn  from  Baltimore  was  as  great  as 
that  which  had  been  drawn  from  the  Western 
States,  or  anywhere  dse.  When  the  bsuik  is 
called  on,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  cannot  deny  tiie  payment 
of  the  specie  for  these  orders.  How  else  can 
the  bank  manage  them  as  they  now  do  t  Must 
they  go  to  all  the  branch  banks  for  dd,  on 
every  occasion?  Without  this  currency,  they 
oannot  avoid  it.  It  is,  therefore,  a  necessary 
praotioe  to  obviate  the  difficulties  which  wouM 
otherwise  be  insurmountable. 

Mr.  Bbnton  rose  to  s^  a  word  in  answer  to 
the  venerable  Senator  from  Maryhmd,  Qb. 
Smith.)  That  Senator  was  not  present  when 
this  disonsrion  began,  and  had  not  heard  the 

?npers  read,  upon  which  it  was  founded, 
hese  papers  snowed  that  the  branches  in 
question  had  been  sending  up  hard  money  to 
the  parent  bank,  for  years  before  the  exporta- 
tion of  q>ecie  began.  The  renuttanoes  from 
the  Sonth  and  West  dated  from  1827— the  ex- 
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portation  had  011I7  began  in  Jnne  last  It  waa 
not  a  call,  in  distress,  which  Uie  bank  Jiad 
miule,  bat  a  systematio  abdaction,  whioh  had 
been  going  on  for  jean.  Every  Sonthern  and 
Western  branch  was  dndned  m  its  specie  bj 
this  process.  The  dispropwtbm  between  the 
specie  on  hand,  and  the  paper  put  oat  by  Ukese 
branches,  was  ezoeasive,  enonnons,  and  ap- 
palling. At  Pittsbnrg,  tortj  to  one ;  at  Lex- 
ington, twenty  to  one ;  at  NashTille,  twenty  to 
one ;  at  "Sew  Orleans,  sixteen  to  one  ;  at  Fay- 
etteville,  North  Carolina,  aboat  sereoty  to  one. 
Sach  were  the  retams  of  last  December.  It 
was  the  abdnotion  of  Uie  preoioos  metals  which 
had  redaoed  the  Sonthern  and  Western  branob- 
M  to  this  lean  and  fiuniabed  condition,  of  which 
he  cfflnplioned.  It  was  of  the  onrrenoy,  illegal 
and  dangeroiUt  for  whioh  there  was  no  ade- 

3aate  means  ox  redemptaon,  that  be  was  now 
emanding  InTestigations,  and  beeeeching  the 
fHends  of  the  Bank  of  (he  United  States  not  to 
fly  it 

Mr.  Dalub  said  that  be  wonld  call  the  at- 
tention of  ttie  Senate  to  some  remarks  whioh 
had  fallen  from  the  geademan  from  Hissonri. 
He  was  desiroos  to  correct  certain  erroTB  which 
that  gentleman  had,  no  doabt  onintentionally, 
fallen  into  in  rdation  to  the  United  States 
Bank,  in  his  remarks  of  this  morning.  He  has 
stated  that  the  effect  of  the  pi^wr  onrrenoy  is 
to  distress  the  Southwestern  and  Western 
Statea,  and  that  tb^  were  the  seotioiu  exoln- 
atrelj  where  the  orders  were  sent ;  that  it  was 
the  borders  and  nnenlightened  parts  of  society 
that  were  chosen,  Ac  I  have  only  to  remark, 
that  the  towns  of  FroTidence,  Barlington, 
Utica,  Baffalo,  Httsbnrg,  and  others,  where  an 
equal  or  greater  amonnt  is  sent,  are  not  in  the 
onenlightened  condition  which  the  gentleman 
snpposos,  nor  in  the  soathwestenij  or  quite  in 
tiie  western  extremities  of  this  Umon.  Mr.  D. 
read  a  statement  of  the  amount  sent  to  each  of 
the  branches  in  these  and  other  places,  show- 
ing thtt.  Instead  of  the  currency  being  oonflned 
to  the  West,  it  was  circulating  in  every  portion 
ot  the  country ;  and  that  by  reoarrfns  to  the 
statement  of  the  bank,  they  would  find  that 
the  Ancient  Dominion  was  not  excepted.  To 
Norfolk  there  were  also  bank  orders  sent;  that, 
they  had,  therefore,  been  diffused  throughout 
the  various  seotioos  of  the  Union,  and  to  the 
Tarious  branch  banks  in  the  Eastern  and  Mid- 
dle and  Southern,  as  well  as  -  to  the  Western  . 
States.  I  will  refer,  said  Mr.  D.,  to  another 
mistake  which  the  gentlemui  has  &llen  into. 
He  says  that  the  West  is  druned  of  its  gold  and 
silver.  Kow,  by  the  statement  of  the  bank,  it 
seems  that,  of  aU  the  specie  that  is  drawn  from 
the  West,  there  are  five  mtUious  drawn  from 
Kew  Orleans  alone,  and  all  that  ia  drawn  from 
tiie  whole  Western  oosntrr  la  bat  ei^t  mil- 
lions— whioh  learea  only  Uiree  millions  fitim 
that  entire  portion  of  the  Union,  ezcluiive  of 
New  OrleaiuL  whioh  oity  I  presume  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  accuse  of  being  nnenli^t- 
ened,  and  whioh  is  peouliariy  well  ntnated  to 


be  the  channel  of  roeme.  There  were,  then, 
bnt  three  milUons  drawn  from  those  parts  of 
the  West  which  could  be  ealled  frontier  sMtle- 
menta.  They  had  thnaeontiibated  almoat  noth- 
ing—oompantdTely  nothing^when  the*  whole 
amount  paid  to  the  bank  by  other  portions 
the  oountry  was  considered.  Mr.  D.  felt  it  1^ 
duty  to  express  these  sentiments  to  the  Soiate, 
that  they  might  know  the  true  state  of  the 
case,  and  the  reasons  why  he  had  moved  to 
refer  the  report  to  the  Select  Committee  oq  the 
bank  Bolgect. 

Mr.  JoHKBTOK  and  that  he  did  not  suppose 
that  the  question  should  be  discoased  at  this 
time  by  the  Senate,  hot  t^t  it  dioDld  b«  left  to 
the  Select  Committee ;  and,  if  any  qnestion  for 
which  the  preaent  diaooaaio&  woiudbe  proper, 
it  wonld  be  «i  the  reehartotog  of  the  bank; 
to  which  pirfnt  there  .wonld  be  a  more  BaitaUe 
application  of  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman 
from  Hissonri.   Sir,  I  listened  to  the  gentle- 
man with  astonishment  the  other  d^,  and  waa 
sarprised  at  bis  excitement  upon  the  subject 
I  think  he  must  oertainly  be  smnewhat  prcdu- 
diced,  or  that  he  does  not  comprehend  the  m- 
terests  of  the  Western  people  with  regard  to 
this  sabjeet   Sir,  what  great  evils  have  been 
experienced  from  the  circulation  of  Aese  orders 
in  the  West  since  they  were  first  issued  f  They 
were  issned  becanse  it  waa  diffleolt  to  carry  on 
the  ocnioems  of  Hie  institation  without  them. 
It  was  aakl  the  bank  had  fidled,  becaiue  die 
managers  bad  sud  that  it  was  imposaiUe  to 
pay  uie  bills  in  every  portion  of  the  UnioD, 
whenever  they  mig^ht  be  presented,  and  specie 
demanded.   But,  sir,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  equally  the  liberty  of  exchange  with 
the  other  banks,  and  an  equal  onrraicy,  with 
more  gold  and  silver ;  yet  this  oonld  not  be  ex- 
pected if  the  branch  banks  oonld  not  ^ve 
checks  on  one  another,  and  on  the  parent  insti- 
tntiou.   Does  not  the  very  idea  of  a  branch 
bank  inolDde  this  privilege  t   Wonld  it  be  vio- 
lating its  ohartw  to  exert  itt  And  docs  not 
the  parent  bank  now  exchange  with  tbein  these 
ordws  as  wdl  as  smaller  sums  of  money  for 
the  benefit  and  oonvenienoe  of  the  paUiel 
Sir,  the  banks  not  only  pay  tiiese  smdl  bills, 
bnt  give  checks  <n  (me  another,  and  in  this 
way  the  exchange  is  midntuned.   And  the 
banks  cannot  be  conducted  or  the  people  ao- 
oommodated  in  any  other  way.   Mr.  J.  aaid  be 
did  not  wish  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  himself  or  interrupt  the  debate  on  other 
subjects.   But  when  be  saw  this  qnestion  in- 
troduced in  this  peculiar  manner,  by  sabmitting 
resolationB  calling  for  information,  and  Uien, 
before  it  was  obwned,  to  proceed  with  a  pre- 
mature dlaenarion  caloalated  to  midead  the 
pnblio— inflame  their  mindo— and  ezdte  th«r 
pr^ndioee  uainst  the  bank— Iw  fait  it  his  daty 
to  explain  the  objeot  of  lliese  orders,  aqd  diow 
that  they  were  not  frmg^t  with  mischief;  and 
followed  by  distress  and  ruin,  as  the  geoUeman 
bad  attempted  to  indnoa  na  to  believ«.  The 
gentleman  has  aaid  that  there  were  to  the 
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amoDiit  of  taetf  milHoiu  <rf  tbeae  orders  in  t&t- 
oidatiini ;  and  uiat  the  whtde  West  was  drained 
of  Its  gold  and  ^ver.  Whj,  dr.  I  know  tliat 
this  is  not  the  case.  I  was  myaeU' at  Kew  (h^ 
leans  last  season,  and  I  know  that,  for  the  five 
millionB  sent  to  the  parent  bank,  there  were 
nine  millions  retorned  from  the  markets  of  oar 
prodaoe  to  replace  it ;  and,  so  far  from  there 
being  a  defioienoy  of  gold  and  nlver,  the  gen- 
eral anxiety  was  to  know  what  to  do  with  it. 
Does  not  the  gentleman  know  that  the  rich 
countries  of  Mexico  and  the  other  gold  and  sil- 
ver  regions  are  directiy  open  to  onr  trade? 
That  oar  prodnoe  is  sent  ont  there,  and  onr 
ships  oome  home  loaded  with  specie  I  This  is 
the  general  oonise  and  ^feot  of  that  trade; 
and  what  the  apeoie  ia  hroo^  into  New  Or- 
leana,  tibe  great  qnesti<Hi  is  now  to  di^iose  of 
it.  This  t£e  Bank  of  the  United  States  per- 
livms  for  ns  by  tnuuporting  it  at  their  own 
expense.  Sir,  when  the  question  comes  up  in 
order  before  the  Boiate,  I  hope  to  be  abld  to 
eatisfy  yon  that  the  Western  people  are  bene- 
fited, instead  of  being  injured^  by  this  cur- 
renoy;  and  that  ttie  oiretuaUon  of  the  specie 
oonld  not  be  effected  without  the  ud  oi  this 
arrangement. 

The  motion  of  Hr.  Bebton  was  thai  lud  on 
the  tables 


THTJB8Di.Y,  February  9. 

The  reaolntions  apbmitted  yesterday  hj  Itr. 
BnrroN  and  Mr.  SFB&aus  were  considered  and 
ad^ited. 

Tha  Tmiff— Seduction  of  Dutiet, 
The  Seni^  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Clat's  resolution  respecting  the  tariff. 

Mr.  Ttlxk,  of  YiTvinia,  sud :  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentuoky  (Mr.  Out)  had  drawn 
a  glowing  |riotnre  of  the  condition  of  the  ooun- 
trj.  He  mad  spoken  of  this  as  the  golden  age 
of  theae  ocmfederated  States.  By  the  magio  of 
hie  doqnenee  he  had  transported  us  to  what, 
with  cHassieal  taste,  he  was  pleased  to  call.  La 
Belle  Rividre^  and,  sailing  down  its  stream,  he 
pointed  out  to  ns  a  smilmg,  animated  8e«ie— 
Tillages  rirang  up  in  endless  suooesrion  on  its 
banks,  while  the  arts  were  gaily  meeting  us  at 
every  step.  From  thence  he  led  us  into  the 
interior  of  his  own  State,  and  there  again  all 
wan  beantifol  and  entioing.  Widely  extended 
lawn»— animated  groves — and  hills  covered 
with  numberless  flocks.  All  was  gay — all  was 
beaotafiil— «U  endianting.  He  tiien  translated 
us  to  the  North,  and  again  we  stood  in  fairy 
land.  Here  flonnabed  uie  arts,  and  tiie  bozz 
of  industry  arose  fsxnm  numberless  villi^es. 
And,  finally,  to  touch  off  with  still  deeper  tint 
the  glowing  ssene,  he  pointed  to  ns  that  great 
mart  of  commerce,  the  city  of  Hew  York — the 
modem  Tyre,  But  the  honorable  Senator  here 
stopped — his  pencil  fell  from  his  hands,  when 
he  tamed  to  the  South,  and  she  was  not  found 
upon  his  oauras.    Where  were  her  rising 


towns  f     Where  her  lawns,  her  animated 
groves,  and  liTlng  hills  ?   I  sdd  she  was  not 
on  bis  canvas — I  mistake — she  was  there,  but 
she  was  enveloped  in  gloom.  She  had  ven- 
tured to  utter  complaints — to  put  forth  her 
grievances  respectfmly,  but  strongly — and  she 
was  scowled  upon — repreheodefl  as  uttering  un- 
founded complaints,  entertaining  unwise  opin- 
ions, and  as  advocating  a  system  which  would 
recolonize  America.    If  the  Senate  oonld  see 
nothing  in  all  this  to  justify  complunt,  then 
are  we  indeed  fairly  subject  to  reproach.  What, 
rir  1  could  not  that  fervid  and  glowing  fancy 
create  one  animated  spot — find  one  oasis  in  the 
wilderness  of  gloom,  on  which  to  rest  1  How 
comes  this,  Mr.  President  ?   Is  there  any  thing 
in  soil,  in  climate,  in  position,  to  explain  iti 
Do  we  sow  and  not  reap  ?   Has  the  earth  sud- 
denly refused  to  ^eld  to  us  her  harvests  t 
Oomparisons  are  said  to  be  odious ;  but  X  only 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  others,  and  rely  upon 
citations  which  have  ahready  been  made  in  this 
debate.   Look  to  Mr.  Gee's  pampUet  of  1760, 
upon  which  the  honorable  Senator  so  strongly 
relied,  urging  upon  the  British  Government  the 
adoption  of  a  policy  which  wonld  prohibit  the 
use  of  machinery  in  the  colonies,  and  compel 
them  to  take  the  manufactured  goods  of  the 
mother  country.  That  writer  dwdls  with  ap- 
parent delkcht  on  the  profitaUe  exchangee 
which  would  be  carried  on  with  the  South ; 
there  would  he  raised  the  richest  products  hi 
the  raw  state,  which  would  be  exchanged  for 
the  costly  manufactures  of  England.    Of  the 
North,  that  writer  speaks  in  terms  of  oppro- 
brium and  oontomely :  "  The  cast-off  rags 
would  do  for  the  North.   New  England  and 
the  Northern  colonies  have  not  commodities 
and  prodoots  enough  to  send  ns  in  return  for 
their  necessary  clouiing,  but  are  under  great 
diffieulties,  and,  tiierefore,  any  ordinary  sort  will 
sell  with  them.   And,  when  they  have  grown 
ont  of  fiishion  wjth  us,  they  are  new-fashioned 
enough  there,"   Mark  you,  Mr.  President,  tlua 
is  not  my  language ;  it  is  the  language  of  the 
pamphlet,  intn>dQced  and  read  by  the  honor- 
aUe  Senator  from  Kentuoky.   I  beg  leave  to 
^ve  yon  an  anecdote  which  is  said  to  have  oc- 
curred at  the  table  of  General  Washington^ 
shortiy  after  the  adoption  of  the  federal  consti- 
tution.  I  do  not  vouch  for  it,  but  have  ottea 
heard  it  mentioned  by  others.   The  party  con- 
sisted of  several  Southern  gentiemen,  and  one 
gentieman  from  the  North.    That  great  and 
good  man  was  dwelling  on  the  benefits  which 
would  arise  from  the  aidoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion; he  portrayed  the  countless  blessings 
wluch  it  wonld  Iffing  to  the  South-— dwdt  on 
its  rich  productions,  and  the  profitable  inter- 
change which  it  woiild  carry  on  with  ^1  parts 
of  the  world.   At  length,  tuniing  to  his  North- 
em  friend,  he  inquired,  '*But  what  will  tiie 
North  do?"    The  brief  and  laconic  answer 
was,  "  We  will  live  by  our  wits."   And  well 
has  this  reply  been  realized.  By  thur  wits 
they  have  aoqnired  much  of  tiie  wealth  which 
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properlj  appertAina  to  a  more  genial  climate 
and  ridier  soil.  Their  ingennity  liaa  bronght 
forth  nsefdl  inventions  for  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind :  hardy,  indostrioos,  enterpriaing,  they 
have,  in  the  porsnit  of  fortone,  rouned  over 
distant  lands,  and  braved  the  terrors  of  the 
migbtj  deep.  The  compliment  paid  them  bj 
Edmund  Borke,  on  the  floor  of  the  British 
Parliament,  was  every  way  deserved.  Every 
Sontiiern  man  rejoiceil  in  their  prosperity,  so 
long  08  it  was  the  result  of  th^r  own  indefati- 
game  indnatrj.  Even  their  wooden  nutmegs 
excited  bnt  &  amfle,  and  nothing  more.  They 
may,  for  me,  make  trade  and  profit  of  all  their 
notions,  except  tb^  tariff  notions.  Agaiast 
that  I  do  protest  with  all  my  strength.  But  let 
me  retnm  to  the  noorse  of  my  inqairy.  How 
comes  it  now  abont  that,  while  the  Sontlk  is 
impoverished,  the  North  has  suddenly  become 
80  rich  t  Why  is  it  that,  while  the  Korth  is 
dressed  in  rich  and  gay  attire,  the  cast-off  rags 
will  now  do  for  the  Sontb  7  This  is  the  great 
subject  of  inquiry;  and  I  shall  prosecute  it 
witL  patience,  and,  I  trust,  with  a  becoming 
temper. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Eentooky  haa 
told  yon  that  Yiiginla  was  more  benefited  by 
the  tariff  than  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 
1^  one  breath,  he  has  dwelt  npon  the  large 
amount  of  our  exports  of  breadstnffs,  and,  in  the 
next,  haa  told  ns  of  deserted  farms  and  aban- 
doned houses,  of  &milies  which  have  gone  into 
decay,  and  of  younger  brothers  flying  to  the 
West.  "Why  the  younger  brother  shomd  fly  to 
the  West,  and  not  the  elder,  since  the  descent 
law  operates  equally  on  all,  I  cannot  tell — but 
let  that  pass.  If  our  exports  are  so  very  large, 
and  so  excellent  a  market  is  provided  in  toe 
North,  then  onr  farms  ought  atill  to  be  colti- 
Tated— jnxMperity  should  atiU  be'onn,  and  onr 
fuidlleB  should  be  preserved  from  deoi^. 

Nor  can  these  rwults  flow  from  the  abolition 
of  the  law  of  primwniture.  [Hr.  Out  ex- 
pired. He  had  said  that  the  ancient  seats  of 
the  great  families  of  Virginia  had  gone  into 
decay  from  the  abolition  of  the  law  of  primo- 
geniture, and  he  had  instanced  Shirley,  West- 
over,  &c.]  Ur.  T.  had  understood  the  honor- 
able Senator,  and  the  remark  was  undeniably 
true,  to  some  extents  although  not  so  in  refer- 
ence to  the  particular  estates  alluded  to,  I 
speak  of  the  effect  of  the  al)olition  of  the  law 
of  primogeniture  upon  the  aggregate  maaa  of 
production.  It  has  expelled  the  spirit  of  aria- 
tocraoy  from  among  ns,  and  hat  snbatitnted,  in 
place  of  it,  the  spirit  of  a  hold,  and  fearlees, 
and  nnben^ng  repnhlieanism.  And  I  can  say, 
with  perfect  tmw,t^  the  wide  world  does 
not  contain  a  popnlsAion  more  devoted  to  the 
gre&t  prindples  of  human  liberty,  or  more 
ready  at  every  hazard  to  maintun  them.  Onr 
prosperity  ought  to  be  greatly  increaaed^  and 
would  be  greatly  incre^>ed,  by  the  operation 
of  our  descent  law,  would  Government  consent 
to  unshackle  commerce.  Nothing  ia  better 
ealcnlated  to  increase  ptodnotion  than  the 


division  and  snbdivirion  of  estates :  landb*^  are 
thereby  brooght  into  cultivation,  which  woild 
otherwise  remain  unreclaimed,  and  indoatty 
exerts  all  its  sinews  in  tiieir  cultivaticm  and 
improvement  To  none  of  these  causes,  then, 
is  onr  condition  aacribable. 

The  honorable  Senator,  in  his  effort  to  find 
oat  other  causes  of  deprenifHi,  haa  seen  proper 
to  remark  that  we  were  "  too  poor  to  live — too 
proud  to  work — too  high-minded  and  honor- 
able to  resort  to  ignoble  means  of  aoqni^mi — 
brave,  daring,  omTalrons."  Iltat  we  are  too 
poor  to  live,  as  did  tiioee  who,  hat «  short  tine 
ago^  preceded  ns,  ia  most  troe— and,  rir,  it  is 
our  misfortune  to  be  growing  poorer  nd 
poorer :  the  cause  of  this  I  dtall  attempt  pres- 
ently to  explun.  But  that  we  are  indolent  or 
idle,  I  utterly  deny.  There  lives  not  a  more 
InduBtrioos  population  under  the  sun,  taken  in 
the  mass.  Let  the  honorable  Senator  revisit  his 
native  State;  let  him  go  with  me  to  ^tirley 
and  to  Westover,  the  estates  which  he  has  rep- 
resented as  dilapidated  and  in  ruins,  and  he 
would  promptly  abandon  the  error  into  which 
he  has  fiillen.  The  firsts  .the  ancient  seat  of 
ttie  Carters,  he  would  find  in  the  possession  <^ 
a  descendant  of  that  respectable  bmily,  who  in 
his  own  person  would  IHostrate  the  ooireotness 
of  the  last  toudi  to  the  portrdt  drawn  by  the 
honorable  Senator — brave,  daring,  chivalrona — 
that  bravery,  that  daring,  that  chivalry,  dis- 
played on  board  the  frig^  OonsUtnticm  daring 
the  late  war,  in  a  bloody  euMgement  on  the 
ocean.  Not  too  proud  to  work,  as  the  hi^y 
improved  condition  of  his  estate,  the  reclama 
lion  of  an  extensive  body  of  swamp  land  as 
rich  as  the  delta  of  the  Nile,  wonld  been>eak. 
Westover,  it  is  true,  has  passed  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  antuent  family  of  the  Birds,  for 
debts  oontraoted  before  the  revt^tion ;  but  the 
honorable  Senator  woold  find  in  its  present 
possessor  no  idle  dnme.  There,  too,  he  wonld 
tiehold  the  efibets  of  an  nntiring  industry ;  and 
let  me  also  tell  htm  that  he  woold  be  received 
with  the  extended  hand  of  hospitality,  and 
welcomed  by  the  inmates  of  that  venmUile 
mansion  after  the  manner  of  the  olden  time. 
These  estates  are  embraced  within  the  limits  of 
my  native  county,  of  the  citizens  of  whicdb  it 
gives  me  both  pleasure  and  pride  to  spei^ 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  let  me  express  an 
honest  opinion — it  may  be  a  mistaken,  bat  it  is 
an  honest  opinion.  Five  estates  upon  the 
James  River,  uid  within  that  county,  which, 
for  the  information  of  the  honwaUe  Sen^w, 
I  will  name  Shirley,  Bericeley,  Westover,  Wex- 
anoke,  and  Sandy  Point,  would  sopply  mm 
their  snrplas  production  every  maDooetarer  in 
Rhode  Island  with  food,  and  I  incline  strongly 
to  think  that  yon  might  throw  Connecticat 
into  the  scale  ^oug  with  Rhode  Island.  Let 
me  be  understood.  I  do  not  mean  that  they 
could  supply  76,000  barrels  of  flour  for  Rhode 
Island.  No,  air ;  this  would  be  altogether  ex- 
trava^t  And  if  the  honorable  Senator'a 
statistics }»  correct^  (theyareAnniahedtdm  by 
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Others,)  tV.>a  do  these  laann&otarere  in  Rhode 
lalaod  <'-<)voiir  more  of  the  fruitB  of  the  earth, 
thaa  ever  did  ui  eqaal  number  of  mea  in  any 
TKrUoo  of  the  globe.  [Here  Mr.  Robbisb 
f>d^^  leave  to  ezplun.  He  said  that  the  floor 
imported  into  Providenoe  was  not  destioed  ex- 
otuuve^  for  Bhode  lalandf  bat  found  its  way 
into  the  interior  of  Oonneotioat,  ^1  I  am 
happ7  to  bear  it,  wdd  Itr.  T.,  far  I  tngan  to 
be  demmiy  alarmeil  for  our  good  frienicls  in 
Bhode  Ifiland,  lest  thej  should  fall  Tictims  to 
plethorai.  Ko  one  oomiog  from  that  State  had 
ever  impressed  me  with  the  belief  that  the  in- 
habitants possessed  snob  ToraciooB  fy)petites — 
and  oert^y  the  two  h<Hiorable  Senators  had 
not  prodooed  with  me  such  an  impression, 
^e  whole  popoUUoD  of  the  State  is  bat  96,000 
Mils,  men,  women,  and  children ;  and  75,000 
barrels  of  floor,  over  and  above  their  own  pro- 
duction, would  be  a  snppij  altogether  toO  ex- 
travaauit  for  the  whole  population,  not  to  limit 
it  to  the  manufactaring  class  exolnsivelr. 

That  we  are  proud,  Kr.  Preddent,  I  do  not 
mean  to  deny — proud  of  oor  native  land — 
prond  of  our  iUuatrioua  -anoestora — have  we 
not  cause  to  be  proud  of  their  high  deeds  in 
arms,  and  of  the£r  wisdom  in  the  cabinet— of 
their  devolimi  to  the  rights  of  man,  in  the 
nuunteoanoe  of  which  they  wasted  their  once 
ample  estates,  and  considered  titiem  as  nothing. 
And  if  their  desoendaots  are  sometimes  found 
in  penury,  while  the  mansions  of  their  fathers 
have  passed  into  stranger  hands,  who  among 
them  would  exchange  their  hnmble  habitations 
for  the  splendid  abodes  of  the  nngenerous  and 
selfish  t  Has  not  Viiginia  now  oaosa  to  be 
proud  of  her  sonat  Look  there,  and  there, 
and  there^  and  ther&  and  there,  and  there,  and 
ihere,  (pomting  to  Messrs.  Gbundt,  Elus,  Fob- 
STTo,  Bibb,  PoufosxTRR,  Bvocnsk,  and  Gla.tO 
and  althoogh  some  few  of  Ihem  are  found  the 
advocates  of  a  policy  which  she  r^ards  as 
roinoos  and  destructiTe,  she  neverthdess  feels 
s  pride  in  the  intellectual  strength  which  they 
never  fail  to  display.  Bat  if  she  had  no  other 
cause  of  pride,  tne  State  which  had  given  birth 
to  a  Wauiington  and  a  Jefferson^  would  have 
sufficient  reason  to  exult  and  rejoice.  The  rest 
of  the  portrait  drawn  by  the  Senator  requires 
no  comment — "  too  high-minded  to  obtain  their 
ottjeota  by  ignoble  means."  Tea,  ur,  thia,  I 
trust,  is  tme;  and  if  the  honorable  Senator 
had  succeeded  in  proving  (In  whioh,  however, 
he  will  be  found  to  be  mistaken)  that  this  tariff 
benefited  Virginia,  if  it  did  so  at  the  expense 
of  some  other  State,  she  wonld^  I  am  snre^  be 
too  high-minded  to  sustain  it  for  an  hour. 

The  honorable  Senator,  then,  is  mistaken  as 
to  the  true  canse  of  our  distress  and  impover- 
ishment I  have  looked  carefully  into  the  mat- 
ter ;  and  my  inference  is,  that  it  results,  to  a 
great  extent,  from  the  simple  fact  that  we  sell 
cheap,  and  purchase  dear.  Othw  causes  may 
coqjotn  with  this,  bat  thia  is  the  great  oontrol- 
ling  cause,  and  amply  snffioleDt  in  itself  to  ao- 
coottt  for  the  oonditioa  of  the  Sooth. 


[Sbuxb. 

The  home  market  has  been  represented  to  os 
as  of  vast  importance,  more  especiaUy  in  refer- 
.  ence  to  breads^nffs.  This  delusion  has  now 
been  kept  up  for  fifleen  years.  An  increase  of 
duties  has  never,  at  any  time,  been  proposed, 
but  that  we  have  had  representations  made  of 
the  great  importance  of  the  home  market,  pro- 
doom  by  the  encoaragemai,t  of  domeetic  mano- 
foctores.  And  yet,  sir,  no  man  has  ever  known 
produce  80  low  aa  it  has  been  during  the  last 
seven  yeara.  Tobacco  down  to  an  average 
price  of  from  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  to 
four  dollars;  wheat. averaging  during  that  pe- 
riod, in  the  seaport  towns,  seventy-five  or 
«ghty  centa ;  corn  from  ten  and  lux  pence  to 
two  dollars  per  barrel ;  ric^  cotton,  m  short, 
every  prodoction  of  the  soil,  at  the  lowest 
minimum  price  of  production.  And  if  it  was 
not  for  the  foreign  demand,  prices  would  be- 
come entii^ly  nominal — prodnoe  would  either 
rot  in  the  granaries  of  the  eoontry,  ot,  what  la 
etiU  more  probable,  the  mtKMsa  m  inodootton 
would  cease  altogether,  who  doea  not  see  the 
wide-apfMd  rain  whidi  would  desolate  the 
land?  From  an  extract  taken  from  a  mer- 
chant's books  in  Philadelphia,  claiming  and  re- 
ceiving onqoalified  confidenoe,  floor  and  wheat 
■commanded  a  mooh  higher  price  in  1771,  '2,  '8, 
than  now ;  wheat  then  sold  for  one  dollar  the 
bushel,  and  flour  for  seven  dollars  the  barrel ; 
and  yet  we  are  continoally  told  of  the  great 
importance  of  the  home  market  created  by  the 
tariff.  The  com  planter  and  wheat  grower  un- 
derstand their  interests  in  this  respect  somewhat 
better  than  they  are  supposed  to  do,  and  so  do  the 
manufacturers  of  floor.  They  look  abroad  for 
thdr  important  markets.  The  oom  trade  to 
Sooth  America  Is  carried  on  to  a  great  extent. 
The  millers  In  Blchmond  find,  in  that  eoontry, 
an  extensive,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  a  profitable 
market  for  breadstofih ;  and  ^ipments  are  ac- 
tively carried  on  in  the  same  direcUon  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States.  My  honorable 
friend  from  Massachusetts,  who  sits  before  me^ 
(Mr.  SiLsBBB,)  a  few  years  ago,  inquired  of  me 
as  to  the  pro^tect  of  procuring  a  cargo  of  flour 
at  Bichmond,  which  he  was  desirous  of  ship- 
ping to  £k>om  America.  The  trade  to  Eng- 
land, notwithstanding  her  corn  law%  ia  extoi- 
siv^y  carried  on.  When  the  pwts  are  oo- 
oluded,  the  flonr  ah^^ied  thither  is  placed  in 
bond,  and  is  sent  to  the  different  markets  of 
Europe,  as  tbey  respectively  hold  oot  the  pros- 
pect of  commercial  advantage.  Exchanges  are 
thus  b^efioially  made  for  British  &bric8. 
Canada  also  opens  an  extensive  market  for 
American  wheat,  with  a  ^iew  to  convert  it 
into  flour,  when  it  is  exported,  under  all  the 
advantages  accruing  from  important  discrimi- 
nations m  favor  of  the  colonies,  made  by  the 
mother  country.  Nor  is  tlus  all ;  other  mar- 
kets are  presented  to  the  com  grower,  of  con- 
siderable value.  The  foreign  priee  regnlates 
the  domestic  price :  and  the  lootoatiMU  which 
take  place  every  fall  in  the  wheat  market  her^ 
are  asoribaUe  to  hop»  exdted  by  the  aUgfateat 
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circa  instance  of  an  iQcreued  price  abroad.  If 
a  doad  is  over  the  Suw  of  the  sun  dariog  the 
harveet  time  in  Engluid,  prieee  advance ;  and 
if  aooonnts  are  broogbt  of  a  fall  of  rain,  the 
spirit  ot  Bpecnlation  immediately  becomes  more 
active,  and  the  fiumer  pockets  the  benefit. 
Undw  tbese  ciroomstances,  the  addition  of  an 
important  market  at  home  wonld  not  fidl  to 
hnag  aboat  an  increased  demand,  and  vith 
tiiat  a  graatlx  augmented  price;  but,  so  hx 
from  thn  being  the  case,  prodnoe,  I  repeat,  was 
never  lower  than  it  has  been  sinoe  this  Ameri- 
can system  has  been  established.  That  the 
price  borne  by  the  various  articles  created  by 
agricoltnral  indostry  ia  at  the  lowest  possible 
grade,  no  one  can  reasonably  donbt.  The  first 
part  of  the  proporition  is  then  made  ont,  and 
the  citixens  of  the  South  sdl  aft  the  ehe^>est 
rate. 

fiiiDplify  this  American  system,  and  what  is 
it  t  Take  tw  iUnatration  fimr  indiridoals  t  me 
ahall  represent  the  Bonthem  prodnoer,  the  aeo- 
ond  the  English  mantiftetnrer,  and  the  remain- 
ing two,  Northern  mann&ctnrenL  The  Sonth- 
em  farmer  interchanges  the  valuable  prodau- 
tions  of  the  soil,  at  their  minimnm  price  of 
production,  with  the  English  manafaoturer,  for 
articles  necessary  for  his  consamptjon,  at  their 
minimom  price  of  bbrication.  The  exchange 
thus  made  is  eqaally  beneficial  to  each,  and 
neither,  notwithstanding  the  great  fall  in  price 
which  has  takm  place  in  the  ^nits  of  their 
industry,  experiences  decline.  The  first  obtains 
for  his  fiour,  his  tobacco,  his  cotton,  or  rice,  as 
great  a  qoantity  the  articles  which  consti- 
tute the  mass  of  hia  consumption,  as  he  for- 
merly did  when  he  -obtidned  nrach  higher 

E rices ;  and  so  does  the  latter.  The  means  of 
ving  as  abundantly  as  ever  exist  with  both, 
and  both  are  eqnally  prosperous ;  but  the  two 
Northern  capitalist!  suddenly  interpose,  and 
forbid  this  advantageous  course  of  exjiange. 
They  shackle  it  with  heavy  restmlnts,  impos- 
ing upon  the  farmer  the  necessity  either  of 
pnrchasing  of  them  at  a  greatly  augmented 
price,  or  of  encountering  still  greater  exac- 
tions in  the  conrse  of  the  foreign  trade.  They 
are  enabled  to  legalize  their  purpoee,  if  indeed 
{injustice  can  evw  be  legalised,  1^  the  m^ority 
—power  wbioh  they  wield.  I  submit  it  to 
honwable  Senators  to  sv,  if  I  have  not  drawn, 
by  tills  example,  the  epitome  of  the  American 
system ;  and  I  demand  of  all  candid  men  to 
Bay  whether  the  power  thus  exerted  is  not 
Bufish,  despotic,  and  nnjust.  Sir,  if  this  mat- 
ter was  brouglit  to  any  particular  neighbor- 
hood, and  made  there  to  operate  umm  individ- 
uals, eloquence  and  ingenuity  combined  could 
not  gloss  it  over,  or  hide  its  deformity  from  the 
pubhc  eye.  Take  three  individuals  in  any  neigh- 
borhood, and  let  the  article  involved  be  one  of 
acknowledged  necessity :  one  of  these  mpposed 
persons  is  a  purchaser  of  com  for  his  own  con- 
anmptdon,  and  the  other  two  are  fiumers,  one 
of  whmn,  however,  hj  reawa  of  the  superior 
ftrtility  «  hi*  land,  is  enabled  to  sell  his  com 


at  fifty  cents  the  bushel,  whereas  the  other, 
cultivating  a  poorer  soil,  and  laboring  vaiitst 
other  disadvaotagM,  can  only  afibrd  to  ruse  it 
at  eighty  cents.  Bovr,  who  wonld  doubt  for  a 
single  instant  that  the  buyer  would  be  greatly 
benefited  by  purchasing  his  supply  of  uie  first 
at  the  snuul  price,  rather  Uian  of  the  lastf 
Bnt^  suppose  the  Goverammt  damd  to  iDter< 
in  the  matter,  and  vzaoted  of  tiie  por^ 
chaser  thir^  cents  In  the  buahd  on  tiia  eon 
which  he  mi^t  purchase  frmn  the  abundant 
producer ;  and  should,  moreover,  asmgn  as  UkO 
reason  for  such  interference,  no  want  of  reve- 
nue on  the  part  of  the  Govemmentt  but  a  de- 
termination BO  to  elevate  the  price  of  eoni  as 
to  enable  the  Becond  farmer  to  ecnamand  eighty 
oents  per  bushel  for  his ;  who,  witiiin  the  wid*- 
spread  limits  of  thiB  Union — who,  having  il| 
relish  for  freedom  on  the  faoe  ot  the  habitaUe 
fl^be— would  hedtate  to  pnmonnoe  aneh  «»- 
duet  arbitrary  and  deqMtfet  If  an  imperial 
monarch,  armed  with  absfdnte  power,  levied 
Buch  an  exactiwL  would  he  not  be  justiy  de- 
nounced by  manUnd  as  a  Inrraiit?  Was  the 
per  eopita  tax  in  the  time  of  Richard  IL,  or  of 
ship  money  by  Oharles  I.,  more  evarive  of 
right  and  liberty  ?  And  yet  the  qiirit  (rf  £■»- 
lirii  freedom  was  roused  to  redstanoe  in  both 
these  instances  and  in  both  the  mouureh  wis 
made  to  tremble  on  his  thrcouu 


HovnAT,  FebmatT  18. 

OmtUmUd  CovMnemoratipn  ^  WaAingUil* 
BiriKiay. 

Mr.  Cut,  from  the  joint  committee  appmnt- 
ed  on  the  subject,  made  the  following  revert: 

The  j(4nt  committee  of  the  Benate  and  Honae 
RepreseDtatlrefl  sppointed  to  make  arntBgemenU 
for  the  purpoee  of  celebrating  the  oentennisl  birth- 
day of  George  Wisbington,  have,  according  to 
order,  hftd  the  sutfject  uumr  canrideniti<Hi,  ud  aow 
beg  leave  to  report  to  the  respective  Houses : 

1.  That  the  committee  have  Erected  their  eIni^ 
man  to  propoee,  at  a  proper  time,  by  a  joint  reso- 
lution, an  adjournment  of  the  two  Hooses  from  iIm 
2lBt  to  the  98d  of  the  current  month,  oat  of  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  George  Washington,  and  in 
commemonition  of  the  one  hundredth  anniniBHf 
of  his  birthday. 

2.  Hie  committee  were  deriroos  that  Ike  iuj 
shoiold  be  celebiated  by  an  oratioii  sidtaUe  to  m 
occasion.  The  distlnggished  citiien  who  prendet 
In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  mppemd 
to  the  committee  to  be  eminently  qualified  to  pro- 
nounce such  an  oration,  and  to  1>e  peculiarly  tdipt- 
ed  to  the  service  tram  hia  known  fiiieDddiip  and  in- 
timacy with  George  WoBUogton.  Accordingly,  a 
letter  was  addressed,  by  tlie  direct] oo  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  the  Chief  Jostice,  requesting  him  to  » 
dst  in  the  eeremomes  of  the  day,  by  oeliTering  lo 
approprkte  ontion  ;  to  that  letter  he  retarned  an 
answer.  From  this  correspondence  (which  accom- 
panies the  report)  it  will  be  seen  that  Uie  Chief 
Jostice,  for  reasons  aBrigned  by  Un,  dedined  the 
task. 

8.  The  committee  dkeoted  their  chairsaa  to  ie> 
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quest  tb«  cbspli^of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
to  perform  ^rine  sernoe  in  the  oapitol  oo  the  22d 
instud ;  the  ^pliotion  hu  been  nude ;  end  the 
cbepUioB  -have  MoorcHni^y  ci^aged  to  wmplj  with 
thej«(|o«8t. 

4,  end  luA^.  The  emaiittee  rewhed  to  ree< 
ommend  to  doogress  to  kdopt  the  necesauT  meas> 
■arm  to  csrrj  Into  effect  the  resoIuUon  which  wu 
passed  by  Congress  on  the  24th  day  of  December, 
1799,  Cor  the  removal  of  the  body  of  George 
Washington,  and  Its  interment  in  the  cai^tol  at  the 
dty  of  waabingtOQ ;  and  that  the  ceremony  be  per- 
fimned  m  the  SSd  instant.  Xn  parsaaiice  of  this 
leeonuneadatioa  of  the  committee,  the  diaimian 
will  respectirely  submit  to  the  two  Hoosbb  of  Con- 
gress a  resohition  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  reported. 
,  H.  CLAY, 

(^iairwim  of  Aa  eommitU*  iff  the  Senate. 
PHILBMON  THOMAS, 
(Huarmun     tke  committee  of  tie  Eom*  of  Rep- 
rmaUativee. 

Wahhikotok,  IHruary  9,  1882. 
Sir  :  The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatires 
of  the  United  States  having  appointed  a  joint  com- 
mittee,  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements 
for  the  celebramn  of  the  eentenmal  Mrtbday  of 
Oeof^  Washington,  the  nndendgned,  chairmen  of 
Ae  committees  oi  the  two  Homes,  have  been  di- 
leeted  by  the  committees  to  reqoeet  that  you  irill, 
oo  the  22d  instant,  deliver  an  oration,  In  eommem- 
oratUm  of  the  grwt  event. 

The  ooDSiderations  which  hare  prompted  the 
cwnmittees  to  direct  their  attention  to  you, 
thoa  to  BMiat  io  honoring  the  memory  of  the  ftther 
of  Us  eoantiy,  are  obnoos  and  peeoUarly  appro- 
priate. And  the  undersigned  anite,  to  the  general 
widi,  an  expression  of  theirs,  that  it  may  be  agree- 
aUe  to  you  to  comply  with  the  request  which  they 
BOW  ba,ve  the  honor  to  communicate. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Tonr  obe^ent  servuts, 
H.  CLAT, 
Chaimm  of  Ik  ooaimaiM  of  the  SenaU. 
PHlLEBfON  THOMAS, 
Cin'moa  of  tie  eommittee  tf  l&s  Bomn  of  Jt^ 
reeeatatieee. 

Tlw  HOIL  JOBH  HaBSBALL, 

ClAlfJmAi^l^At  United  Statei. 

Washisotoh,  February  10,  1832. 

GntTLnDt :  I  have  received  your  letter  eipress- 
ing  your  wish,  and  that  of  the  joint  committee  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  that  I 
would  on  the  %2A  instant,  the  centennial  birthday 
of  Qeoree  Washington,  deBver  an  oration  in  oom- 
memontion  of  ihat  great  event. 

I  wiS  not  attempt  to  describe  the  impresdons 
made  on  me  by  this  flattering  request,  and  the 
vorable  opinion  it  imf^es.  The  addition  of  my 
eiertiotts,  feeble  as  they  might  be,  to  those  of  Gon- 
gresB,  "  io  honoring  the  memory  of  tiie  fkther  of 
his  eonntoy  "  —  of  the  man  whom  language  cannot 
eiaH,  wookl  he  an  act  on  which  I  should  long  re- 
iect  with  just  pride.  Could  I  undertake  to  deliver 
a  public  address  on  any  sntiject,  all  my  feelings 
would  impel  me  to  comply  with  a  reqnest  which 
does  me  so  much  honor,  and  is  so  grateful  to  my 
heart,  fiat,  in  addition  to  the  pressure  of  official 
datte^  wUeb  occupy  me  euUrdy,  and  render  it  im- 


[Snum 

pnoticable  for  me  to  devoto  so  much  time  to  the 
subject  as  its  intrinsio  importance  and  great  inter, 
est  In  the  estimation  of  all  would  require,  I  am 
physically  unable  to  perform  the  taski  should  assume. 
Uy  vtriee  has  beooue  so  weak  as  to  be  almost  inan- 
dible,  even  in  a  room  not  unusually  large.  In  the 
open  air  it  oould  not  be  heard  by  those  nearest  me : 
I  most,  therefore,  decline  the  honor  proposed. 

Uy  profound  acknowledgments  iLre  due  to  you, 
gentlemen,  and  to  the  joint  committee,  for  the  se- 
ction you  have  made  of  the  person'  to  perform 
this  interesting  service,  and  I  pray  yon  to  receive 
my  warm  and  oncere  tbanka  for  the  nattering,  may 
I  add,  friendly,  terms  In  which-  that  selection  u 
communicated. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 
gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MAltfmAT.T.. 

The  Hon.  Hubt  Cut,  and 

Tba  Hon.  FBiLnoH  Thomas. 

The  report  having  been,  read,  Ur.  C^t 
moved  that  it  be  pnnted  for  the  nse  oi  the 
Senate ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Olat  then  smd  that  it  wonld  be  perceived 
that  the  committee  had  directed  their  ohairmaa 
to  submit  a  proposition  for  carrying  into  effect 
one  object  of  tJtie  report;  in  parsoanoe  of 
whic^  he  now  eabmitted  a  joint  resolution  for 
that  purpose.  He  was  aware  that  it  could  not, 
by  the  roles,  be  acted  apon  to-day  without  the 
nnanimoTiB  coDsent  of  the  Senate.  Bat  as  it 
was  one  that  it  was  itDportant  to  be  carried 
into  effect  imme^tely,  he  hoped  there  would 
be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  any  who  might 
dissent  from  it  to  aotiog  upon  it  at  once,  as,  in 
case  it  shoold  pass,  there  would  be  no  time  to 
be  lost  Id  making  the  requisite  preparations  for 
effectiog  the  ottject ;  and  even  if  the  decision  of 
the  SeDAte  shonM  be  adverse  to  it,  it  woold  be 
better  for  that  dedsion  to  be  oiade  withont 
delay.  He  then  offered  the  fbUowing  resolu- 
tions : 

ItetoJved  hg  iMe  Senate  and  Htmm  of  StpreeaUativet 
of  the  United  Slatei  of  America  im  Qmgrett  cmembied. 
That  the  Frerident  of  the  Senate  and  ^leaker  of 
the  Boose  of  Representatives  be  hereby  antborized 
to  make  application  to  John  A. Washington,  of  Houi^ 
Yemoo,  for  the  body  of  George  Washington,  to  be 
removed  and  deposited  in  the  capitol,  at  Washington 
city,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  24th  December,  1799 ;  and  tiiat,  if  they  ob* 
tain  the  requisite  consent  to  the  removal  thereof, 
they  be  further  authorized  to  cause  it  to  be  remov- 
ed and  deponted  in  the  capitol  on  the  22d  day  of 
February,  18SS. 

Seiolved,  That  the  Frendent  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  also 
authorized  to  prescribe  the  order  of  such  cere- 
monies as  they  may  deem  suitable  to  the  occasion 
of  the  interment  of  the  body  of  George  Washing- 
ton, In  the  capitol,  on  the  .day  above  mentioned, 
and  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  will  attend 
and  assist  in  the  performance  of  those  ceremonies. 

The  resolutions  were  read  the  first  time,  and, 
DO  objection  being  made  therett^  they  were 
read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Olat  then  said  that  it  woold  seem 
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proper,  and  the  Senate  wonid  probably  expect, 
that  he  should  say  a  few  words  in  rdatiun  to 
this  snhjeot  The  utaation  in  which  he  fbnnd 
himself  placed  in  relation  to  this  subject,  was 
not  one  of  hts  own  seeking,  and  was  one  which 
he  was  not  derirona  to  oocnpy.  Yet  he  did  not 
feel  at  liberty,  when  he  foand  his  name  placed 
on  tlte  committee,  to  decline  the  service  assign- 
ed  to  him.  The  met  would  he  recollected  by 
the  Benate,  that  then  were  other  Benators  who 
had  been  placed  on  the  committee  and  declined 
serving,  amongst  them  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virgiaia,  who  had  been  placed  at  tiie  head 
of  the  committee.  Their  resignation  had  left 
him  (Kr.  0.)  in  his  present  position.  He  went 
on  to  say,  that,  as  ur  back  as  the  year  1799, 
there  had  been  an  application  from  CongresSf 
made  in  the  moat  deltDerate  and  solemn  man- 
ner, to  the  widow  of  General  Washington,  re- 
questing permission  to  dispose  of  the  remains 
of  her  revered  hosband  in  a  public  manner. 
She  returned  an  answer  giviiw  consent  that 
they  should  be  diiraosed  u  as  Oongresa  mi^t 
think  proper.  Bo  tne  subject  was  left,  end  has 
BO  remaned  until  this  day.  Unsucoessfbl  ef- 
forts, It  is  true,  had  dnoe  been  made,  chiefly,  if 
not  altx^ther,  in  the  other  House,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  resolution  of  1799 ;  and  it  was 
his  opinion  that  the  unredeemed  pledge  ot  Con- 
gress should  be  fulfilled;  and  no  time  could 
ever  occur,  at  least  during  the  present  genwi- 
tion,  more  proper  than  vaa  present  to  redeem 
that  pledge.  The  committee,  said  Mr.  0.,  do 
not,  and  cannot  donbt  that  the  family  of  Gen- 
eral Washington  at  Mount  Vernon  wUl  be  will- 
ing to  yield  their  consent  to  the  object  of  tlie 
reaolntion.  He  would  beg  leave  to  state,  in 
addition,  that  those  who  wen  hitmsted  with 
the  erecticm  of  tiie  ciqiltol  bad  already  provided 
a  vault,  under  the  centre  of  the  rotnndo,  for 
this  express  purpose ;  not  by  aathority,  he  be- 
Ueved,  but  upon  their  own  suggestion  and  sense 
cf  pr^riety ;  and,  if  there  was  no  oljectiim 
In  this  or  the  other  House,  the  committee 
would  proceed  to  make,  so  far  as  devolved  on 
them,  the  arrangements  for  the  ceremony. 
These,  Ifr.  0.  said,  were  all  the  remarks  that 
the  occasion  seemed  to  require  from  him,  and 
he  would  conclude  with  exprewlng  the  hope 
that  the  Senate  would  adopt  the  resolution. 

lix.  FoBSTTH  sud  he  should  be  otAnpelled, 
by  a  sense  of  dnty,  and  sacred  remeot  sat  tiie 
memory  of  the  Ulnstrioas  man  who  waa  the 
Bnlject  of  the  resolution,  to  oppose  its  uiap- 
UOTL  If  there  was  any  one  subject  In  the 
world  over  which  tiie  wishes  of  the  deceased 
shoold  r^;ulate  the  actions  of  the  living,  it  was 
that  which  related  to  the  disposition  of  their 
own  remains.  Be  bad  before  him  an  expres- 
sion of  the  last  wishes  of  General  Washiogton 
on  the  snbject ;  and,  notwithstanding  what  had 
been  done  by  Conn-ess,  those  wishes  were, 
with  him,  sacred.  [Here  Mr.  F.  read  the  clause 
in  the  will  of  General  Washington,  in  which  he 
gives  directions  respecting  the  place  and  man- 
ner <tf  hii  intermenL]  The  will  dinoted  that^ 
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as  the  old  vault  was  out  of  repair,  a  new  odb 
should  be  built,  in  which  hia  remains,  witb 
those  of  his  deceased  relatives,  then  in  the  old 
vault,  should  be  deposited ;  and  gave  it  ai  bis 
express  desire,  Uiat  bis  body  might  be  intand 
without  pomp  or  parade  of  any  kind,'  snd  thit 
no  fbaenu  oration  ^onld  l>e  pronounced  ov»  it 

Mr.  Wbbstbk  said  if  be  made  the  same  inler 
^tation  of  the  olanse  of  the  will  of  General 
Washington,  Just  read  by  the  gentieman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Fobstth,)  as  was  given  to  it  bf 
tiiat  gentieman,  be  might  concur  with  him  hi 
the  couolauon  tiiat  the  wishes  of  the  illuatriou 
deceased  were  adverse  to  the  proceedings  ooa- 
teraplated  by  the  resolution ;  but  he  did  not  see 
that  any  snch  inference  coold  be  drawn  tttm 
the  clause  quoted ;  it  was  but  a  common  case 
to  find  such  direction*  in  the  wills  of  diatiu- 
gniahed  persons  for  the  dispositions  of  their  r»> 
midns.  If  the  will  contained  a  |HOvirion  that 
the  remuns  should  continue  in  the  vtolt  at 
Mount  Vernon,  the  case  would  l>e  altered ;  but, 
as  the  olanse  quoted  osHy  expressed  the  desire 
that  tiie  (bneral  ahonld  be  without  pomp  or 
parade,  he  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  view  the  sn^ect 
in  tiie  light  presented  by  the  goitieman  man 
Geofl^a.  On  the  generu  question,  ts  to  t&e 
propriety  of  a  removal  of  the  body,  every  one 
had  some  opinion,  not  likely  to  be  disturbed  by 
that  of  others.  Since,  however,  said  Mr.  W., 
the  subject  has  been  brought  before  ds,  ood  we 
are  called  upon  to  decide  upon  canying  into 
effect  tiie  resolution  of  1799,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  this  was  the  most  proper  time  to  redeem 
the  pledge  then  given.  It  is  a  centurf  am 
tiie  birth  of  General  Washington,  and  we  Bhall 
have  no  opportunity  so  ^inropriate  as  the  pres- 
ent, of  ^ving  a  decree  of  Imponng  solemDitj 
to  tiie  prooeedinKB.  There  was  something  alio 
appropriate  in  this  case,  in  executing  the  de- 
signs of  the  old  Congress  in  the  mode  proposed, 
without  form  or  parade,  and  in  acoordaooe  with 
the  wishes  of  tiie  deceased,  which  met  with  his 
hearty  concurrence.  The  reltcpons  serrices 
also  proposed,  appeared  peonliarly  salted  to  the 
solemnity  of  the  occasion. 

The  question  being  pnt,  the  rescdstiMi  was 
adopted  by  the  following  vote : 

Tua.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  CUj,  Clapton,  IHck- 
erson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  FieliugfaaTsen,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Jobostt^  Kane,  Knigbt,  Moon, 
Nftadain,  Foindexter,  &>ngue,  TipUMi,  Tomfiiwat 
WagiaiBan,  Wdwler,  WUUiia— 29. 

^s.~HeBBn.  Bookiier,  Dallu,  Fora/th,  Onn- 
dy,  Havna,  flUl,  Khig,  Maocwn,  Maiey,  IGlwi 
Smith,  Taaewell,  Troops  T]rler,WUte— IS. 

TmuDXT,  Febroary  14. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cult,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  following  joint 
resolutions  from  the  House : 

(Msa,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker 
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of  tbc  Houe  of  Representatives  be  hereby  aathor- 
ized  to  make  mpplication  to  John  A,  WadUngton  of 
XoODt  YenioQ,  ind  to  George  W.  P.  CasUa,  Rraod- 
MD  of  Mrs.  WashtDgton,  for  the  remains  of  Martha 
WuUngton  to  be  removed  aod  depoaited  in  the 
eai4toI  at  Wcihington  citj,  at  the  same  time  with 
those  of  her  late  c<msort,  Oeorg«  WasUiigton, 
aod,  if  leare  be  obtained,  to  take  measorea  accord- 
tagly. 

Bfohed  if  the  Smote  and  ffotue  0/  StprmnUh 
liMn,  That  the  Prendant  of  the  United  States,  the 
Jo^^es  of  ^e  Sapreme  Coart,  Cbaries  Carroll,  of 
CarroUtOD,  James  HadisoR,  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
of  the  Treasurr,  of  War,  and  of  the  Nary,  the  Post- 
master Geoeral,  the  Attorney  General,  and  the  rel- 
adTes  of  the  fiunily  of  George  Wasbiogton,  be  in- 
vited to  attend  at  ttie  ceremonies  to  be  p^ormed 
on  the  9Sd  of  Febraarj  instant,  in  hoiuw  of  the 
memmy  of  George  WadiinstoD;  and  that  the  Ptes- 
ident  bit  requested  to  saperintend  the  deport  of  the 
leaiains  of  the  deceased  in  the  plaoe  wUdi  has  been 
■deeted  ibr  tliat  fnrpim. 

As  to  the  Joint  resoliitioii,  Kr.  Olat  sidd 
there  conld  be  no  ol^jection,  unless  it  was  to 
the  aeoond  name  inserted  in  it.  He  did  not 
tbfaik  the  application  shonld  be  made  to  an; 
bat  the  resident  proprietor  of  Monnt  Vernon, 
who  was  the  representative  of  the  family.  Mr. 
Gostis  was  only  connected  with  the  wnilr  hj 
nuiriage ;  and  If  Uie  application  was  made  to 
him,  it  ahonld,  for  the  same  reason,  be  made  to 
others  of  tiie  same  branch  of  the  fiunily.  He 
moved  to  sbike  out  the  name  of  Ctoc^e  W.  P. 
Ctistis. 

Hr.  FoBsmr  lemailnd  that  the  ol^eot  of  the 
lesdatkni  wis  to  obtam  the  aBwnt  of  the  fimi- 
Uj  to  the  pn^MMed  remoral,  and  that  Kr.  Ooa* 
tis  WM  the  only  living  male  deaoendant  of  Mrs. 
Ibrdis  Washington.  " 

Mr.  Out  withdrew  his  motion;  and,  after 
•une  remarks  from  Hr.  Tazrwkll  aininst,  and 
bj  Mr.  Out,  in  fitvor  of  tiie  reatdBtkBif  it  ma 
agreed  to. 

The  second  resolation,  inviting  Hr.  Madison 
and  others  to  be  present  at  the  commemora- 
tion, was  taken  ap. 

Ht.  Poihdutu,  intending,  he  sud^  to  Tote 
against  the  resolution,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  tiie  question  of  agreting  to  tnia  resola- 
tion. He  wmld  not  olffeet  to  the  diatribntion 
of  ionritatkma  by  the  oommittee^  bnt  it  waa  a 
novel  and  extraordinary  meanre  to  issae 
cards  of  invltatim  by  s  Jtdnt  reatdntiCHi  of  Otm- 
greaa. 

Hr.  Out  was  of  the  same  opini<m  expressed 
by  the  Senatw  from  Hissisnppi;  bnt,  as  the 
resolation  was  before  us,  he  nqped  he  wonid 
withdraw  his  objections  to  it. 

Ur.  Bibb  offered  an  amendment,  which  he 
regretted  waa  not  offered  by  some  other  per- 
son, as  it  was  his  intention  to  vote  against  the 
resolation.  There  ms  another  ex-Pretident 
boideB  the  one  named  in  the  reaolntiott,  to 
whom  it  waa  fnopw  that  the  invitatmn  shonld 
be  extended ;  and  he  nunad  to  Inaert  the  name 
af  J.  Q.  Adama. 

Mr.  PoiBDBxrBS  moved  that  the  readntlm 


[Skraik. 

be  lud  oa  the  taUe— agreed  to  by  a  vote  of  14 
to  18. 


WiDitmiAT,  Febroary  16. 

WoBhington^t  Smai$u, 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Fobstth,  the  joint  resola- 
tion from  the  Honse,  yesterday  laid  on  the 
table,  inviting  certain  distingnished  persons  to 
attend  the  celebration  of  the  22d  of  Febroary 
next,  was  taken  ap,  and  read  as  follows : 

StaolMd  fty  the  BenaU  and  House  of  R^prtetntik' 
rivea,  That  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States,  the 
Secretaries  of  Stete,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  and 
of  tbe  Navy,  the  PostHiaster  QeDoral,  and  the  At- 
torn^ General,  be  bvited  to  attend  at  tbe  cerano- 
nies  to  be  performed  on  the  SSd  of  Febmary  In- 
stant, io  honor  of  the  memory  of  George  Waahlng- 
tOD  ;  and  tiiat  the  PresideDt  be  requested  to  soper- 
intend  tbe  deposit  of  tbe  remalna  of  the  deceased 
in  the  {daoe  which  has  been  sdected  for  that  pmv 
pose. 

Hr.  FonrfTB  add  that  the  ot^eetion  to  the 
resolutions  made  yesterdayj  was,  that  it  waa 
improper  for  Congress  to  give  invitations ;  he 
thonght  differently ;  bat  as  he  did  not  wish  to 
revive  the  ^nestion,  he  would  anlanit  the  fid- 
lowing  sabstitote : 

AHohwd;  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  snpeiintaad  the  deposit  of  tbe  re- 
mains  of  George  Washington,  in  tbe  place  which  has 
been  selected  for  that  purpose,  on  the  22d  Febru- 
ary instant. 

Vx.  JoHHannr  moved  to  strike  out  all  iha 
names  except  those  of  Hadison  and  Carroll. 
He  thonght  the  &mily  of  Washington  dioold 
be  invited  by  the  committee.  The  oonnection 
of  tbe  names  of  Hadison  and  Carroll  witii  the 
history  of  ^e  country,  distingatshed  them  from 
all  others,  and  he  thcmght  they  should  be  spe- 
ciaUy  invited  to  attend  ny  a  resolation  of  Con- 
gress. He  understood  yesterday  that  the  Senate 
objected  to  invitations  by  resolation ;  the  ob- 
ject of  his  motion  was  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Senate  was  willing  to  retain  the  InTitation  to 
Hr.  Carroll  and  Hr.  Hadison. 

ib.  Kno  had  underwood  that  the  committee 
woe  authorized  to  invite  the  attendaaoe  of 
those  gentiemen  and  many  others. 

Hr.  JoHKBTON  wished  to  include  in  the  invi- 
tation the  name  of  the  ex-Frerident  Adams,  but 
he  had  understood  that  that  gentleman  had  ex- 
preesed  upon  the  same  propositiim,  when  made 
m  the  other  Honse,  an  nnwillingness  to  accept 
any  mark  of  distinction  from  other  members  of 
the  same  body  to  which  he  belonged. 

Hr.  ForanurxB  sidd,  if  invitations  were  to 
be  given  at  all,  he  woald  be  perfectiy  willing 
to  retain  the  names  mentioned,  but  be  ot^ected 
to  the  form  and  minciple  of  the  invitatiim.  It 
diould  be  extended,  if  given  at  all,  to  the  ven- 
erable Sumter,  and  to  tka  biographer  and  IHend 
of  Wadthigton,  the  Ohief  Justioe. 

Hr.  iaustoQiS  having  withdrawn  his  motion, 
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the  qnoBtion  recorred  on  Mr.  Fobstth**  mo* 

tiOD. 

l£r.  Out  remtAed  that  the  preiiding  officers 
of  the  two  Ebxuee  were  inveeted  with  the 
power  to  nuke  all  the  arrangemeDts  proper  for 
the  oooaslon.  The  plaa  originated  in  Congress. 
It  was  the  work  of  Congress  from  the  ad(^on 
of  the  resolatlon, '  in  1799,  to  the  resolntion 
now  adopted  for  carrjing  it  into  effect.  It  had 
been  thonght  proper,  therefore,  to  leave  the 
arrangements  with  the  presiding  officers  of  the 
two  Honses,  as  the  manner  most  respectPal  to 
the  famil]'  and  the  memoi7  of  the  deceased. 
The  joint  rasotntion  reported  from  the  joint 
committee  had  Tested  the  saperintendenoe  of 
the  removal  with  the  prending  officers  of  Con- 
grew. 

Ur,  FosBTTB  fboQ^  that  llie  proposed 
iBnendment  carried  ont  the  original  intention 
cf  Oragreat,  which  assigns  the  daty  of  the  re- 
moval to  the  Chief  Magistrate.  He  did  not 
think  that  there  wonld  he  any  inoongmity  be- 
tween this  amendment  and  the  resoliition  as- 
rigning  the  arrangements  to  the  Preddent  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Ema  said  there  was  no  incompatibility 
between  the  proposiUon  <]£  the  gentieman  from 
Georgia  and  the  reeolntion  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted,  and  the 
raolation,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Th«  Tari^—StdveHcn^flhtUer 

Hm  Senate  resumed  the  teeoliititm  of  Mr. 
Out  relaMve  to  the  tariff. 

Ur.  Gbcvdt  siUd :  Hr.  President,  according 
to  the  last  annual  report  from  the  Treasnry 
I}^>artm«ait,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
now  ^ay  in  taxes  on  imported  articles  twenty- 
six  million  five  hnndred  thousand  dollars.  This 
is  the  som  which  will  t>e  paid  into  the  Treaanry 
for  the  present  year,  fh>m  that  source  of  rev- 
enue. From  oAttc  sooroea,  that  is,  the  sale  of 
public  lands,  bank  dividends,  and  incidental 
receipts,  fonr  million  one  hnndred  thonsand 
dcdlars,  amounting,  in  tha  whole,  to  &lrfy  mil- 
lim  cme  hnndred  thomud  dollan.  I  know  of 
no  reason,  I  have  heard  none  assigned,  which 
would  authorize  an  c^inicm,  that  there  will  be  a 
^minntion  of  revenue,  provided  the  doliea  re- 
main at  the  present  rates.  I  admit  that,  upon 
the  item  of  incidental  receipts,  no  great  reliance 
in  making  an  estimate  for  the  future  ought  to 
be  placed.  Therefore,  strike  off  one  hnndred 
thousand  dollars  from  this  item,  and  only  re- 
tain ten  thonsand  dollars,  which  will,  no  doubt, 
be  collectable  from  old  debts  for  many  years  to 
oome.  Yon  will  then  tiave  a  revenne  of  up- 
wards of  thir^mUliona.  The  estimated  expendi- 
ture of  the  OoTOTunent  (endurive  of  the  public 
debt)  is  thirteen  millicm  three  husdredand  Attj- 
ftve  thousand  two  hundred  and  two  dollars. 
Deduct  th>m  Hds  sum  three  mllUons  of  revenue 
from  the  public  lands,  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  thousand  dollars,  the  dividends  of  the  bank 
stock,  and  the  ten  thousand  dollars  for  inciden- 
tal reoeiptfl,  and  you  need  only  tiie  sunt  <^  nine 


milUtm  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars,  to  meet  the  exigeoolee  of 
the  Government.  'Thii  is  the  mm  OovernnMnt 
needs;  nor  is  nw  dollar  more  naeeaiary  for  Ita 
support  There  would,  then,  remain  rixteoi 
mufion  six  hundred  and  thlrty-fbur  thonsand 
seven  hundred  and  ninefy-eight  doQara,  over 
and  above  all  the  demands  of  the  GovwnmenL 
Another  thing  is  certain,  that,  upon  a  reducticm 
of  duties,  the  imports  will  be  increased;  and  in 
this  way  a  larger  sum  will  be  produned,  than 
any  estimate  founded  upon  the  present  amount 
of  importatitms, 

Mr.  Prerident,  let  ns  now  present  th«  ^fuoa- 
tion  fairly.  Shall  the  people  of  the  Uidted 
States  be  taxed  upwards  of  sixteen  and  a  half 
millions  of  dollars  annually  upon  imported  arti- 
cles, for  the  purpose  (tf  enabling  the  domestio 
manufactnren  to  tax  them  in  ue  tame  degree 
upon  all  the  articles  manufactored  and  mMhj 
them  t  This  is  the  very  oldeet  the  mannfius- 
turers  have  in  view,  in  pressmg  tiiis  sul^ect  on 
Congress.  Their  language  to  ns  is  plainly  tbb : 
we  want  to  make  your  constatnents,  one  and 
all,  p^  us  a  hi^er  price  for  all  the  articles  we 
manuftoture:  this  we  cannot  do,  so  Icmg  as 
they  are  permitted  to  buy  the  same  kind  of 
articles  made  in  foreign  countries;  thereftm, 
we  insist  that  yon,  by  taxation  on  foreign  arti- 
dee,  shall  so  increaae  the  prioe,  that  yonr  con- 
stituents  wiU  be  omistrtined  to  bay  of  «»  at 
pricaa  which  will  oirioh  ua.  Disgnlaa  thSa 
matter  as  they  may,  this  Is  the  trae  cause  bQ 
that  anxiety  and  solicitnde  which  they  have 
manifested  from  the  otMnmenoement  of  this 
mtem.  For  myself,  I  am  unwilling  to  indulge 
tiiem  at  the  expense  of  those  whose  interesta 
are  in  part  confided  to  my  care.  I  will  bare 
remark  that  if  the  dnty  on  protected  imported 
articles  shall  amount  to  twenty  miUiona  of  d<d- 
lars,  and  the  imported  article  shall  oonatitute 
one-half  of  the  amount  consumed  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  other  half  shall  be  supplied  fitmi 
the  domestic  mannfoetMiea,  the  nei^e  d  the 
United  StatM  will  be  taxed  to  the  amoDBt  of 
finty  mUlions :  of  whfdi,  the  one-half  ariatng 
fhnn  the  duty  on  foreign  imported  articles  aoea 
into  the  Treasury,  and  is  of  some  pnbllo  bw- 
eflt ;  the  other  half  goes  into  the  hands  of  the 
domestic  mannlEicturers,  and  is  of  no  forthCT 
advantage,  than  as  it  increases  the  wealth  ot  a 
few  of  the  capitalists  of  the  country. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Eentoeky 
proposes  to  abolish  the  duties  entirely  on  aU 
articles  of  a  kind  not  manufactnred  in  tlie 
United  States,  except  tdlks  and  wines ;  and  to 
reduce  them  on  these  articles.  So  Img  as 
duties  are  p^d  on  imported  artjeles,  for  the 
purpose  of  rai^g  revenue,  I  cannot  oooaeat  to 
this  proportion.  The  tme  prindple  ot  fan- 
tion  IS  to  iinppee  it  on  those  who  are  best  aUe 
to  bear  it.  The  resolution  on  yonr  table  pro- 
poses a  total  abandonment  of  this  principle^ 
The  articles  to  be  released  from  taxation  are 
luxuries  used  almost  exclusively  by  the  rich, 
while  the  bordena  are  left  with  m  tiatir  waigfat 
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upon  the  poorer  portion  of  tiie  oommnnity. 
This  vouJd  be  no  alleviation  of  the  evils  oom- 
plaioed  of;  and  I  will  not  onite  in  holding  oat 
to  the  poor  man  the  delnriTe  hope  that  he  is  to 
be  iU)le  to  elodie  hia  fiunily  in  tilkB,  aiid  regale 
himsdf  on  wine  every  di^;  while  all  the  arU- 
oles  of  drees  he  pnrobaaeB,  his  salt,  his  sngar, 
his  ploi^  his  axe,  and  his  hoe,  and  all  other 
utensils  with  which  be  earns  his  daUy  breads 
are  so  taxed  as  to  render  him  unable  to  raise 
his  fiunilj.  No,  sir,  give  him  his  necessaries  of 
life  untaxed,  or  taxedlightly ;  let  his  labor  have 
its  fall  reward,  and  he  will  then  increase  in  his 
means,  and  in  time  be  able  to  indulge  in  lax- 
vriea  u  he  sliall  please  to  do  so. 

The  object  of  the  capitalists,  engaged  in  man- 
ufaetarea,  in  consenting  to  take  off  the  duties  on 
artides  they  do  not  make  intii^restablidiments, 
oaimot  be  mistaken.  It  ia  to  ctmoentrate  the 
whole  taxation  of  the  country  upon  those  foreign 
artides  which  come  in  competition  with  theirs. 
Ilie  operation  of  such  a  system  will  be  doubly 
in  lavor  <^  the  rich  oapitalista.  It  will  enable 
them  to  obt^  all  foreign  luxuries  free  of  taxa- 
tion, and  at  the  same  time  to  tax  the  poor  as 
well  as  every  other  class  of  citizens,  Uirough 
the  neoessaries  of  life  consumed  by  them,  for 
the  augmentation  of  their  profits.  These  men 
are  a  privileged  order  in  oar  oottntry.  They 
have  formed,  and  seek  to  perpetuate,  a  kind 
of  partoership  with  tiie  Government  in  taxing 
the  pe(^le;  and  the  present  strugsle  la  to 
■boltdi,  or  muioh  rednoe,  every  tax  in  which 
thoy  uave  not  some  snare  of  the  prooeeds. 
They  oonmire  to  raise  the  price  of  all  necea- 
aariea  oif  IuIb,  giving  part  of  the  increase  to  the 
GoTflnunent,  uid  teking  part  to  themselves. 

Let  OS  now  see,  Mr.  Resident,  what  effects 
have  been  produced  by  this  system  of  taxation 
npon  the  other  great  intereste  of  the  country. 
In  1817,  when  it  commenced,  the  tonnage  of 
the  UnitiBd  States  engaged  in  foreign  commerce 
waa  809,7M  tons.  In  1839,  it  was  660,14:3 
tons,  a  decrease  of  169,582  tons.  In  1817, 
Uten  were  619,186  tons  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ing trade.  In  1829,  there  were  010,664  tons, 
to  whioh  dioald  be  added  lometiiiiig  for  the 
imraoTed  manner  of  constrnotingyesBCds.  From 
thia,  it  impears,  that,  takii^  the  whole  tonnage 
ctf  the  ifnited  States  Uiat  is  engaged  in  foreign 
commerce,  and  also  that  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ing trade,  the  navigation  of  the  coontry  has 
decreased  under  the  influence  of  this  system, 
which  geutiemdn  say  has  imparted  its  benefits 
to  every  other  interest  of  the  country.  What 
infiuence  has  it  produced  upon  commerce? 
Prior  to  the  embar^  of  1807,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  only  six  milhona  of  inlLabitants,  our  ex- 

gorts  amounted  to  about  eighty-fonr  million 
ve  hundred  and  nxty-fonr  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  thirteen-ddlars.  In  1817,  it  amount- 
ed to  dghty-seven  million  nx  hnndred  and 
fifly-one  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
dollars.  In  1880,  it  amounted  only  to  the  snm 
of  seventy-three  million  eight  hundred  and 
for^  thousand  five  hundred  and  d^t  dollars. 


[Sbkaib. 

In  the  intermediate  years,  it  will  be  ^n  by 
the  annual  reports  from  the  Treasury,  there 
has  been  an  almost  regular  diminution  of  the 
exports  and  imports  of  tibe  country.  In  an- 
swer to  the  argument  that  the  demand  for  our 
products  cannot  be  enlarged,  I  answer,  that  if 
we  use  more  of  their  artioTes^  other  nations  can 
and  will  consume  more  of  ours,  and  this  will  be 
beneficial  to  both  parties,  becaose  each  will 
receive  in  exchange  a  greater  value  than  at 
present.  They  will  receive  our  agricoltursl 
products  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  can  now 
purchase  or  can  produce  the  same  articles,  and 
we  shall  receive  their  manufactures  at  a  lower 
price  than  we  now  pay  for  them.  From  the 
foregoing  statement  of  our  navigation  and  com- 
merce, it  appears  these  great  pillars  of  our  pros- 
perity have  not  been  atrenguiened,  but  weak- 
ened, by  thifl  system  of  restrictions ;  and  when 
it  is  remembered  that  our  naval  power  and 
glory,  and  our  ability  to  defend  our  shores 
against  invasion,  are  intimately  connected  with 
the  navigation  of  the  country,  we  ought  not 
rashly  to  promote  measures  calculated  to  de- 
stroy it.  The  agriculture  of  the  country  is 
closely  connected  with  its  commerce ;  and  that 
which  ia  calculated  to  depress  the  one,  has  an 
injurious  influence  npon  tne  other. 

Are  the  existing  tariff  laws  constitutional  t 
It  is  my  opinion  that  they  are.  I  advance  it 
with  some  diffidence,  because  I  know  there  are 
many  learned  men,  boHi  in  and  ont  of  this  Sen- 
ate, whose  viewB  upon  &u  subject  are  in  direct 
opposition  to  mine.  I  can  discover  but  littie 
practical  good  that  can  arise  from  a  disouaslon 
of  this  subject ;  but  as  it  has  been  introduced, 
and  my  mind  is  satisfied  npon  it,  I  can  have  no 
objection  to  declaring  the  opinions  I  entertain. 
I  shall  deliver  no  philological  diasertations 
upon  tiie  subject,  as  the  Senator  from  Maine 
has  done ;  but  attempt  to  show  to  the  Senate 
that  this  power  exists,  not  only  by  virtue  of 
the  constitution,  but  from  necessity.  The 
power  to  r^ulat«  commerce  and  impose  duties 
on  imported  foreign  articles,  ia  given  to  the 
Fedenu  Government  es^ressly  by  the  constitu- 
tion ;  and  it  has  at  all  times  been  eonddered  as 
an  attribute  of  sovereignty  possessed  by  every 
State  or  nation.  All  nations  have  exorcised 
it ;  and  had  this  confederacy  never  been  formed^ 
each  State,  as  a  sovereign,  independent  Govern- 
ment, would  have  been  at  liberty  to  exercise  it 
without  any  reatrMnt,  and  for  any  purpose  it 
might  judge  proper.  The  States  disoovered- 
that  this  was  one  of  the  powers  which  they 
oonld  not  exercise  separately  to  advanta^ ; 
and  this  was  one  of  the  strongest  reasons  which 
operated  to  produce  the  Federal  Government. 
It  was  foreseen  that,  if  eadi  State  retained  thia 
power,  it  would  be  exercised  variously,  and 
constat  jealounes  and  collisions  would  arise 
among  taem;  and  foreign  nations,  avdling 
themselves  of  this  state  of  things,  would  suc- 
ceed in  destroying  their  independenoe.  It  was 
then  a^;re^  id  oonvmtion  ui&t  this  power  of 
regulating  commerce  and  imposing  duties, 
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■whatever  it  might  be,  should  be  Borrenddred 
bff-  the  States  to  the  General  Oorwiunent 
ThiB  Hoirender  or  transfer  was  made  withont 
restriction  or  limitaticm.  It  oertainlj  vaa  not 
deidgned  hj  the  framers  of  the  oonstitntion  that 
the  State  OoTentments  and  the  Federal  Got- 
emment  together  should  possess  lees  power 
npon  this  sabject  than  the  States  Uien  pos- 
sessed, and  would  have  oontioaed  to  poseess, 
had  each  State  remaiaed  separate  and  diiittDct. 
Unless,  then,  it  can  be  shown  that,  in  the  trans- 
fer of  this  power,  (which  at  one  period  nn- 
questionably  belonged  to  the  States,)  some 
dimination  was  produced,  it  is  a  fair  conctn- 
sion  to  say  that  it  properly  belongs  to  this 
Government,  fw  all  the  purposes  and  oUeote 
for  which  nations  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
Tuinff  it.  It  must  he  admitted  that  no  p<HtIon 
oi  this  power  remains  with  the  several  States, 
because  they  are  expressly  prohibited  from  im- 
posing dnUee.  What,  then,  has  become  of  it, 
if  it  does  not  ippertain  to  tne  General  Govern- 
ment! 


TRDanu.T,  Febmary  16. 
Waahinffton*»  Aemawu, 

The  Yiox  PBssiDE^fT  kud  before  the  Senate 
the  following  correspondence : 

WASHiHQTOit,  J^'tbruarjf  14,  1833. 

Sib  ;  The  Senate  and  House  of  Representetires 
have  passed  a  joint  resolution  to  celebrate  the  cen- 
tennial birthday  of  George  Washington,  autborix- 
Ing  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  make  appUcation 
to  you  for  his  remains,  to  be  removed  and  de- 
posited in  the  capltol,  at  Washington,  in  confbnni- 
^  with  the  residation  <J  Congress,  of  the  S4th  of 
Deeembery  1T99. 

They  have  pasnd  another  Joint  resolation,  an- 
thoriiingDB  to  make  appIicaUon  to yoo, and  to  U r. 
George  Washington  Pu-k  CusUs,  for  the  renuuos 
of  Hartiia  WasmngtOD  to  be  removed  and  depotited 
at  the  same  time  wiUi  those  of  her  him  cmavt, 
Qeoige  Washington. 

We  herewith  enoloee  copies  of  these  resolutions; 
and,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  imposed  on  us, 
have  to  request  tliat  you  would  give  as  early  an 
answer  to  this  application,  as  may  be  pimcticable. 

We  Wve  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
yoat  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  G.  OALHOUV. 

tf  tk$  Vititml  atal4$. 
ANDREW  SIBVBNBON, 
^psaifT  of  tM§  jfftfKM  ^  ApssmtelWM. 
Vr.  J.  A.  WuHiHoroii, 

Motmt  Femen. 

UOUNT  YiBMOH,  February  IS,  16S2. 
7b  the  Simorabl*  the  Prttident  of  tS*  Senate  and 
Bpeaker  of  the  Houee  of  Seyreeentativea ; 
GnrrLBHur :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  recdpt 
of  your  letter,  and  the  resolutions  of  Congress  to 
carry  into  complete  effect  that  which  was  adopted 
in  December,  1799,  fbr  the  removal  of  the  remains 
of  General  Washhigton  to  ^lie  seat  of  Oovem- 
ment. 


[FsaBOAar,  1832. 

I  have  received,  with  iwofoond  senubility,  the 
expression  of  the  desire  of  Congress,  i^pr^iifOTffpg 
the  whole  nation,  to  liave  the  custody  and  care  of 
the  remuoB  of  my  revered  relative;  aodthestnig- 
gle  whioh  it  has  produced  In  my  mind  between  a 
sense  of  duty  to  toe  highest  authorities  of  my  conn- 
try,  and  private  fedings,  has  been  greatly  embar- 
rassing.  But  when  I  recollect  that  bis  wfll,  in  re- 
spect to  the  dispoeltioD  of  bis  remahu,  has  been  re- 
cently carried  Into  fbH  eflhct,  and  that  they  now 
repose  in  perfect  tranquillity,  surrounded  by  those 
of  other  endeared  members  of  the  ftmily,  1  hope 
CongresB  will  do  justice  to  the  motives  wbldi  eeem 
to  me  require  tliat  1  ahenld  not  eonsut  to  tlidr 
separation. 

I  {vay  yon,  gentlenien,  to  communicate  these 
sentiments  and  leeHngB  to  Congress,  with  the  grate- 
fol  acknowledgments  of  the  whole  of  the  rel^ 
tives  of  my  grand  uncle  for  the  distinguished  honor 
which  was  iolcnded  to  his  memory,  and  to  accept 
for  yontsdvea  assaiances  of  my  gralHnde  and  c^ 
teem. 

JOHK  A.  WASHINGTOK. 

Ablihotob  Horsa,  Tuesday  Night, 

^eftmcry  14,  I8&2. 
GxirrLniBii :  The  letter  you  have  done-  me  the 
honor  to  write  me,  rcqoesting  my  consent  to  the 
remonl  <tf  the  remidns  my  venerable  grand  paz^ 
ents  from  their  present  resting  place  to  the  capt- 
tol,  I  have  this  moment  received. 

I  give  my  most  hearty  consent  to  the  removal  of 
the  remaioB,  after  the  manner  requested,  and  con- 
gratulate tiia  Government  npon  the  approachfaig 
cooBommation  of  a  great  act  of  national  gratilvde. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  gen- 
tlemen, your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  F.  CC8TIB. 
To  the  honorable  J.  C.  Oalbooh,  F*e«  Prwidemt^  Ac, 
and  AxDKKw  Stevbhioic,  l^takmr  e^  tke  Bomm 
tf  Beprmntalme*. 


Feidat,  Febrnary  17. 
Th»  Tariff— Stdvetian  of  Dutiet. 

The  Senate  then  resomed  the  oonridoithm  of 

Mr.  Out's  resolntion  on  the  tariflf. 

Hr.  £wmG,  of  Ohio,  said:  The  Senator 
from  SoaUi  Carolina  (Mr.  Hatkx)  tells  as,  and 
the  same  idea  has  been  again  and  again  reiter- 
ated by  gentlemen,  that,  whatever  may  be  the 
effect  of  tliis  system  npon  other  portions  of  the 
Union,  to  the  South — «spedaUy  the  dder  por- 
tions of  the  Sonthem  States — it  is  eTery  thing 
that  is  abhorred  and  pernicious — a  bli^t,  a 
mildew,  a  withering  corse.  Sir,  «>ithet  and 
dennnoiation  prove  nothings  except  the  wannUi 
of  those  who  utter  them.  If  iignry  faaa  bem 
inflicted  np<m  that  secticm  <^  the  Umon  by  tho 
tariff,  the  mode  of  operating  that  ii^nry  can 
sorely  be  pointed  out.  It  can  effect  it  by  none 
hot  viuble  and  sensible  means,  and  must,  as  I 
conceive,  be  confined  to  a  reduction  in  the  price 
of  the  staple  of  the  country,  limiting  die  extent 
of  the  demand  at  home  or  abroad,  or  enbano- 
log  the  price  of  the  commodities  porchaaed  by 
the  people. 

I  have  already  shown  tiiat  the  prioe  of  the 
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staple  (raw  cotton)  is,  in  some  measnre,  sub- 
t^ned  bj  Ae  tariff — so  far,  at  least,  as  it  has 
converted  cotton  lands  to  the  cnltnre  of 
sngar,  and  thereby  limited  the  excess  of  prodnc- 
Hon  which  would  otherwise  neceBsarily  have 
sank  the  article  even  below  its  present  price. 
I  have,  also,  heretofore  shown  that  the  British 
mana&ctorer  is  able  to  purchase  of  ns  all  that 
ha  wishes  to  porchaae,  without  looking  to  as 
lior  the  HMsm  of  payment.  That  it  is  fw  his 
interest  to  pnnfaaae  to  the  fall  extent  of  his 
market  lor  the  nuunifkctiired  ardde:  that, 
therefore^  the  extent  of  tite  market  for  uie  raw 
materia],  at  home  and  abroad,  is  equal  to  what 
it  woald  have  been  wtthont  the  tariff.  This 
Tiew  of  the  case  is  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that,  since  1834,  the  quantity  of  cotton  sold  has 
increased  in  a  ratio  equal  to  that  of  former 
years,  and  the  price  has  not  sunk  ia  as  great  a 
ratio.  I  have  shown,  too,  so  far  as  negative 
can  be  shown,  that  the  price  of  protected  ar- 
ticles has  not  enhuioed  in  couHequence  of  the 

Ctection.  Arid  no  counter  evidence  whatever 
been  brought  forward  to  prove  that  a  sin- 
gle article  has  risen  higher,  or  fallen  less,  in 
conseqnenee  of  protectitm,  except,  indeed,  the 
finest  woollen  fiibrioa,  articles  of  luxnry,  in 
which  we  have  not  yet  been  aUe  to  compete 
with  the  British  manufoctorera. 

The  Senator  from  Booth  Oarolina  has  said 
that  the  taxitt,  by  enhancing  the  price  of  the 
mannfactored  article,  tends  to  diminish  its  con- 
snmption  among  the  poorer  classes ;  thus  limit- 
ing the  extent  of  the  demand,  and  compelling 
first  the  merchant,  then  the  manufacturer,  then 
the  producer,  to  come  down  to  the  lowest  price 
at  wnioh  each  can  carry  on  his  operations,  and 
thns  casting  a  part  of  the  burdens  of  protection 
npoD  the  prodnoer,  as  such,  over  and  above  his 
ahare  of  the  harden  as  consumer.  However 
trae  this  might  be,  in  a  possible  state  of  things, 
the  very  reverse  of  it  is  known  to  be  the  fact 
with  respeci  to  the  cotton  fabric.  If  the  tariff 
has,  in  fact,  compelled  the  British  manofacturer 
to  work  cheaper  and  the  merchant  to  receive 
less  profits,  effects  which,  by  the  gentleman's 
own  hypothesis,  must  be  produced  before  any 
of  the  burden  can  fall  on  the  producer  of  the 
raw  material,  as  they  both  stand  between  him 
and  the  consnmer — if  the  merchant  and  mana- 
fftctorex  are  compelled  to  take  less  profit,  the 
price  of  the  article  is,  at  once,  rednoed  to  con- 
atuners  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  except  the 
United  States;  and  the  price  being  reduced,  it 
is  brought  into  more  general  oae  among  the 
poorer  daasas,  and  its  sale  beoomes  more  ex- 
tensive in  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  markets 
of  the  world.  I  do  not  say  that  the  gentle- 
man's position  is  sound ;  but,  if  it  be  so,  this  is 
the  first  consequence  that  Sows  from  it.  And, 
sir,  with  regard  to  the  consumption  of  cotton 
fabrics  in  the  United  States,  which  the  gentle- 
man seems  to  suppose  is,  or  may  be,  diminished 
by  the  protecting  system,  his  whole  theory  is 
bailt  upon  a  soppoeed  augmentation  in  price, 
the  very  rerenw  of  which  we  know  to  exist. 
TouXL— S8 


[Sbuxb 

Increased  consnmptjon,  too,  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  a  diminished  price,  and  more  abUity 
to  purchase,  is  obvioas  to  the  most  careless  ob- 
server, especially  in  the  West.  Ko  special  in- 
jury has,  therefore,  resulted  to  the  South  by 
this  operation  of  the  tariff. 

Bu^  to  show  that  the  producer  pays  the  duty 
on  the  imported  article,  a  case  is  put,  well  cal- 
culated to  puzzle,  but  really  involving  a  mere 
sophism.  I  refer  to  the  case  of  the  bale  of 
woollens  which  the  ^tleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina has  snpposed  la  received  Erectly  in  ex- 
change for  cottons  exported     the  Sonthera 

Elanter,  and  which  is  stopped  at  the  custom- 
onse,  and  fort^  oi  the  hundred  pieces  which 
it  contains  taken  ont  as  a  tax  to  the  Govern- 
ment. ^P.  17,  printed  speech.]  Now,  as  to  the 
BOppodtion  that  the  bale  of  woollens  is  imported 
for  the  consumption  of  the  planter,  I  have 
nothing  to  object  agunst  it,  in  the  view  of  the 
subject  that  1  am  now  t^ing.  He  does  pay 
the  duty,  not  in  his  capacity  of  producer  or 
exporter,  but  in  the  capacity  of  importer  and 
consumer;  and,  analyze  the  transaction,  sepa- 
rate it  into  its  four  natoral  elemental  which  have 
by  the  honorable  Senator-been  onDatsrally  com- 
bined, and  it  will  be  obviooa.  Let  the  Soathem 
planter  export  his  crop,  li^  it  down  in  the 
Liverpool  market,  and  sell  it  for  the  best  prioe 
he  can  in  cash.  This,  indeed,  is  always  done; 
for  there  is  no  such  thing  as  barter  tiiere,  ex- 
cept through  the  medium  of  money,  or  bills, 
which  are,  for  all  effective  purposes,  money. 
Now,  he  sells  his  cotton  for  just  me  same  price, 
whether  he  intends  to  bring  home  broadcloths 
or  money.  Here  the  transaction  of  the  pro- 
ducer and  the  exporter  ceases;  the  cotton 
planter  has  for  his  crop  cash,  which  he  may 
briog  home  with  him,  or,  what  is  still  better, 
leave  on  depoait  with  hia  Eo^sh  banker; 
his  bills  on  uiat  banker  he  sella  to  Ihe  Fhila>- 
delphia  or  New  York  merchant  at  a  premium, 
and  he  has  his  cash  at  home  to  be  disposed  of 
at  pleasore.  The  Ohio  farmer  sends  pork  and 
beef  to  New  Orleans,  which  is  shipped  to 
Charleston ;  or  the  Kentucky  drover  takes  hie 
horses,  mules,  and  live  stock,  through  the  Sal- 
ads Gap,  and  they  are  sold  to  the  planter. 
The  planter  pays  with  the  cash  which  he  has 
brought  home,  or  by  a  draft  on  his  banker  in 
New  York,  mA  the  exactions  at  the  custom- 
house do  not,  thus  &r,  affect  the  transaction  in 
the  remotest  depee.  The  New  York  merchant 
who  has  bqpght  the  draft  on  England,  pays  it 
oat  for  British  gooda  and  brings  them  home; 
he  pays  the  duty.  Now,  if  the  cotton  planter 
porchases  one-h^  theee  goods,  a:id  the  Ohio 
mrmer  the  other  half,  at  the  same  price,  is  It 
not  obvioas  that  each  pays  his  equal  share  of 
the  dutyt  No  refinement,  no  sophistry,  how- 
ever ingenions,  can  change  the  true  character 
of  the  transaction.  The  consumer,  and  not  the 
producer,  pays  the  tax,  wd  the  several  sections 
of  the  Union  pay  it  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
they  consume.  As  respects  the  importer  and 
ooasametj  if  the  protected  article  is  permanent* 
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It  enhanced  in  valne  bj  the  djity  lud  on  it  for 
the  purpose  of  protection,  it  is  thus  tar  a 
barthen,  and  its  propriety  and  policy  mnflt  he 
tested  by  com^ario^  and  balancing,  as  nearly  as 
may  be,  its  enls  with  its  benefits.  Bat  if  the 
price  of  the  protected  article  be  not  enhanced, 
no  burden  whatever  is  borne,  exoept  what  is 
neoeasary  to  sostaia  the  revenae  of  the  oonntry, 
and  no  adrantage  is  ^ven  by  it  to  one  class  m 
onr  citizens  over  anouier. 

Bat  the  honorable  Senator  from  Sooth  Caro- 
lina (Ur.  Hxtnk)  has  told  yon,  that,  while 
oUier  sections  ct  the  UnioD  are  flonrishing,  in- 
creasing in  popolatioD,  and  rising  in  wealth, 
the  condition  of  the  South,  that  of  his  own . 
State  especially,  nnder  the  operation  of  this 
system,  is  not  merely  one  of  nnezampled  depres- 
sion, bnt  of  great  and  all -pervadiog  distress; 
their  once  basy  and  populoas  cities  crambling 
into  mia,  th«r  Adds  abandoned,  their  ho^ita- 
Ue  mansions  deserted,  and  the  husbandman, 
viQi  a  heavy  and  despairing  heart,  tearing  him- 
■df  from  the  soenea  of  his  childhood  and  the 
bones  of  his  anoestOTS,  to  seek,  in  the  wilder- 
ness, exemption  from  tlie  oppression  with 
which  this  policy  has  overwhelmed  him. 

Is  this  fancy,  or  is  it  &ctf  I  am  inclined  to 
think  the  picture  greatly  overdrawn,  although 
the  glowing  eloquence,  the  rich  and  fervid  im- 
agination, and  the  deep  and  impassioned  tone 
of  feeling  in  which  it  is  shadowed  forth,  tend  to 
give  it  a  welcomed  entrance  into  the  mind, 
before  it  has  paned  the  ordeal  tii  the  jadgment 
But,  in  determining  upon  fact,  simple  ev6i7-day 
foot,  I  would  pr^r  the  oonolusions  of  a  less 
pownfbl  and  s  less  excited  intellect.  There  is 
too  ninch  of  poetry  in  the  description ;  it  forci- 
bly reminds  one  of  the  heantifnl  and  eloquent 
lines  of  Doctor  Goldsmith,  in  which  he  de- 
scribes, with  BO  much  apparent  truth  and  real 
feeling,  the  deserted  fields  and  desolate  faablta- 
tions  of  the  industrious  peasantry  of  England, 
driven  from  their  humble  bat  happy  homes,  to 
seek  shelter  from  oppression  in  ^e  BoUtaiy 
woods  of  savage  America — 

"  Where  wild  Altama  spreads  its  swamps  around, 
And  magara  stuns  with  tbuodering  sound — 

And  it  is  said.  I  know  not  how  oorreofly,  that 
onr  poet  lived  and  died  strong  in  the  conviction 
of  the  general  correctness  of  the  picture  which 
he  drew  of  the  progrescdve  decay  and  desolation 
of  his  country.  But,  sir,  Enriand  wa^  in  fact, 
hicreaslng  in  population,  and  so  also  is  South 
Oarolina.  The  last  census  shows  a  small  in- 
crease in  the  free  popolation  of  the  State,  and 
a  large  increase  of  the  slaves.  The  fields  also 
must  be  cultivated  as  heretofore,  for  they  yield 
an  increased  export  product ,  and  we  are  told 
that  they  now^raise  a  much  larger  proportion 
than  formerly  ^f  grain  and  live  stodc  for  their 
own  coosnmption.  Though  by  no  means  dis- 
posed to  admit  t^at  Sooth  Carolina  is  plnnged 
as  deeply  into  the  ab^ss  of  miserr  and  de^ir, 
as  has  been  here  depicted,  yet  I  doubt  not  that 
the  proa^wB  leas  than  formerly,  and  leas  alao 


than  moat  other  aeotioiia  at  the  Union ;  for  thb 
there  are  abondBiit  oanaea,  independwit  of  the 

tariff. 

The  Southern  planter  dpes  not,  like  the 
hardy  farmer  of  Uie  North  and  West,  lay  his 
own  hand  to  the  i4ongh ;  he  ntither  holds  nor 
drives ;  the  onltnre  vt  the  fldda  ia  to  the 
overaew  and  the  dams,  and  th^  enltiratioQ 
is  without  sUIl  and  without  care.  Year  after 
year,  the  same  flelda  ate  aabjeoted  to  the  aame 
crop,  and  the  same  nnoeanng  and  onchanipng 
tillage,  without  any  means  Minjt  used  to  re- 
new or  relnvigorate  the  aoiL  The  fields  are 
soon  worn  down  by  excessive  ooltivatiui,  and 
cease  to  yield,  as  heretofore,  an  abundant  har- 
vest. X^leiuive  emigration  is  also,  without 
doubt,  one  of  the  canses  which  operates  to  check 
the  prosperity  of  the  older  portions  of  the 
Southern  States ;  but  this  emigntion  is  indnoed 
by  oansee,  and  instigated  by  feelings,  very 
different  from  tiioae  to  whidi  the  gentlemaii 
has  ascribed  it.  It  Is  not  want,  or  misery,  or 
oppfession,  that  indaoea  it ;  the  emigrant  cnnea 
neidierhiB  oonntry  UOT  Ids  lot;  and  his  journey- 
ing is  undertaken  and  executed  with  foelin^ 
the  reverse  of  anguish  and  -despair.  Sir,  it  is 
die  rich  and  fertile  lands  of  the  West,  ot  which 
he  may  become  the  proprietor  almost  for  noth- 
ing— a  charming  country  in  reality,  fresh  and 
rich,  and  Mr,  dmost  beyond  example,  bnt  to 
which  the  imagination  does  not  &il  to  add  new 
beauties,  and  color  even  with  ideal  and  imreal 
cbarmB — it  is  this  which  operates  upon  the 
hopea,  and  elates  the  q>irita,  d  the  ycnmg  and 
ardent  sons  <rf  the  Sonth  and  East,  and  leada 
them  to  part  from  th^  folr  fidda  and  hamr 
homee  on  Ae  Atlantio  abon.  for  fairer  fiel« 
and  happier  homes  in  the  far-dlatant  Wcet. 
Hence,  sir,  Uie  giant  stride  with  which  oar 
population  has  bcn-ne  ita  maroh  westward,  the 
"hon'a  bound  "  with  which  we  have  ^tu^  into 
the  forest. 

But  this  spirit  of  emigration,  year  1^  year, 
drains  from  the  seaboard  of  South  Caroiina  her 
most  hardy,  vigorous,  and  enterprising  popula- 
tion. Cotton,  the  object  of  their  culture,  can 
be  raised  chewer  and  more  abundantly  on  the 
new  and  rich  lands  of  Qeoi^^  Alabama,  His* 
risaipiri,  Louisiana,  and  the  territorieairf  Florida 
and  Arkansas ;  and,  unlike  the  eumbrona  arti- 
de  of  gr^n  and  its  products,  can  be  tranqKot- 
ed  from  the  interior  at  a  small  p«r  eentum  on 
its  market  value. 

I  take  leave  to  refer  also  to  anot^  cause, 
named  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  which  has,  with  the  forgoing,  a 
oombined  operation.  The  repeal  of  the  laws 
of  primogeniture — the  equal  distribution  of  the 
real  estate  among  all  the  children,  sons  and 
daughters  alike  —  however  favorable  to  the 
wefuth  and  prosperity  of  the  people  in  other 
sections  of  the  Union,  does,  owing  to  the  pecu- 
liar wtuation  and  habits  of  the  Booth,  serioiialy 
aflbct  their  oonditiaa.  Jndgiiw  inm  the  at*" 
tistioal  tables  which  ahow  the  oomparattTe 
inereaae  of  popolation  in  diffiwent  aeetkoia  d 
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the  UaioQ,  and  comparing  that  of  Sonth  Caro- 
lina with  othera,  I  am  ledtotheconclosioa  that 
one-fonrth  part  of  the  ft«e-bom  of  that  State, 
which  reach  the  years  of  matority,  emigrate  \ 
aod,  by  the  existing  laws,  thej  osrry  with 
them,  to  t^eur  new  homes,  not  merdy  their 
share  of  the  personal  estate  of  the  &mily  from 
which  thqr  are  desoended,  bnt  aim  of  the  land 
and  daT«B,  which  form  the  subetratam  of  the 
wealth  oS  the  ooontty.  Thna,  year  after  year, 
»  ia  then  a  regnlar  and  eontinoal  dr^  of  the 
best  and  most  efficient  population  of  the  State, 
and  their  wealth  also— even  their  real  property 
pays  an  annual  rent,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  to  her 
csnigrsUtHt  But  tms  ia  not  aU.  The  great 
increase  of  the  slaves  over*  that  of  the  free 
popnlatioa,  shows  that  the  emigrants  do  not 
generally  take  witJi  them  their  proportion  of 
slaves,  but  that  they  remain  as  heretofore,  in 
some  measure  r^pirdant  to  the  soiL  They  have 
risen  now  to  more  than  one-half  Uie  popula- 
tion {tf  that  State^  and  are  fast  guning  npoc 
the  whites  in  the  ratio  of  increase ;  they,  in- 
deed, eompoee  almost  the  wlu^  laboring  popn- 
lation  of  tiM  country ;  they  lab(»  without  jndg- 
ment,  tor  tbeir  intellects  are  not  coltlvated— 
without  energy,  for  they  labor  without  motive ; 
henoe,  the  acqoisiticH).  of  wealth  from  labor,  its 
great  and  omy  real  basis,  must  be  small  in  a 
country  aitnated  like  this,  compared  with  what 
it  ia,  where  every  man,  with  his  owe  hand, 
onltivates  hia  own  farm,  or  watches  over  ibs 
improvement;  where  all  are  laborers,  and  all 
intelligent,  industrious,  and  persevering — oare- 
fol  of  the  present,  and  provident  of  the  future. 

Sir,  the  eorae  of  slavery,  and  not  the  tariff;  is 
in  truth  the  vitiiering  ourse  whioh  blights  the 
fidrh<»MS<tfthiBMraDd  otherwise  happy  and 
fiivorea  land.  Itia  not  somach  the  dnun  npon 
her  population,  for  in  tUs  other  and  proaperouB 
States  shave  her  lot ;  hut  it  is,  that,  whOe  the 
sound  and  wholesome  portion  of  the  population 
flows  off— the  bold  and  enterprising  freeman — 
the  slave  remuna  fixed  to  the  soil,  yearly  con- 
suming more  and  more  of  its  products,  and  yearly 
displacing  and  sending  into  exile  (if  emi^>ation 
be  exile)  more  of  the  free-bom  of  the  imd.  I 
need  not  follow  out  the  picture  in^antioipfttiou 
(tf  its  consequences ;  the  sutgect  is  one  of  de^ 
r^«t  and  gloomy  forebodings. 

But  one  thing  more  will  I  take  oooadon  here 
to  remark.  In  numy  sections  of  the  Union,  and 
in  foreign  coantries,  too,  pablio  opinion  has 
greatly  erred  as  to  the  general  feeling  and  con- 
duct of  the  individual  masters  towards  their 
slaves.  So  far  as  I  have  observed,  (and  my 
observation  has  been  somewhat  extensive, 
especially  in  Virginia  and  Eentncky,)  there  is 
nothing  in  it  to  shock  humanity.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  feelings  of  the  masters  towards  them 
appear  to  be  those  of  kindness  and  affection. 
And  this  evil,  cast  upon  our  Southern  brethren, 
not  by  their  own  sots,  or  of  their  own  choice, 
but  the  eumdi^  of  a  fwdgn  nation  while 
we  remained  her  ooloniee,  ia  <ne  for  which 
they  are  attiUed  to  any  thing  rather  than  re- 
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proach  and  censure.  And  it  is  an  evil  which, 
m  the  present  state  <tf  public  feeling,  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Union  cannot,  in  the  more  South- 
ern sections  of  our  oountfy,  either  r^ove  or 
mitigate.  Philanthropy  indulges  visions  of  this 
kind,  at  present  in  vaiu. 

Another  mode  in  which  the  same  cause 
operates  it^nriously  to  that  section  of  the 
Union,  is,  that  it  lessens  their  capacity  for  com- 
merdal  enterprise.  A  negro  slave  is  unfit  for 
a  ship  carpenter  or  a  sailor ;  and,  in  a  country 
where  there  is  no  laboring  class,  except  slavei^ 
ships  cannot  be  bnilt,  or  manned,  to  the  same 
advantage,  as  in  the  Eastern  and  Juddle  Statei^ 
where  laborers  are  freemen,  and  possess  intel- 
ligence and  enterprise  for  every  undertaking, 
however  arduous,  or  however  varied.  The 
navigating  interest,  therefore,  independently 
of  the  tariff  mu^  centre  elsewhere  than  in  the 
Southern  States.  And  finally,  the  well-known 
and  familiar  habits  of  the  Southern  people — 
free,  liberal  uncalcolating — living  to  the  full 
extent  of  their  meana,  however  aniple^  and 
troating  to  their  land  and  alaves  as  a  perpetual 
aniq;>ly,  and,  beyond  that,  improvidnit  of  the 
future.  Time  brings  with  it  an  increase  of 
population,  but  not  of  wealth ;  and  the  decay 
and  exhaustion  of  their  soil,  and  the  fall  in  the 
price  of  their  staple,  produces  a  depression 
whioh  is  severely  felt,  nut  which  is  unfortu- 
nately attributed  to  that  which,  of  all  things,  is 
most  remote  from  its  real  cause. 

Need  I  add  another  to  tiiis  long  and  moamfnl 
list  of  causes  for  the  calamities  under  which  our 
Southern  brethren  suffer,  and  of  which  they 
complain  t  I  have  expluned  the  oanses  of  the 
alleged  decay  of  their  navigating  Interest.  "Whj 
is  Uieir  commerce  (as  t£e  honorable  Soiator 
says  it  is)  transferred  Into  the  hands  of  tlie  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia  and  Kew  Yoi^  and  car- 
ried on  by  their  capital  ?  I  have  already  spoken 
'  of  the  habits  of  the  Northern  and  Middle  States  ^ 
— tiie  steady  eye  which  they  have  to  thefntnre 
— their  dispo»tton  to  accumulate  and  embody 
capital,  ana  their  skill  to  direct  it  to  every  pros- 
perous enterprise.  Thdy  have  the  ships — they 
have  the  seamen — ^they  have  habits  of  life  and 
a  turn  of  mind  fitted  to  mercantile  pursuits — 
and  they  have  capital ;  with  or  without  a  tarifi^ 
the  commerce  of  the  South  must  have  fallen 
into  th^  hands. 

These  caoses  combined,  operate  on  tiie  tMj 
of  Charleston,  the  decay  of  which  has  been  so 
eloquently  and  feelingly  depicted  by  the  gentie- 
man  f^om  South  Oarolina;  and  though  dis- 
posed to  think  his  coloring  somewhat  too  dark, 
I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt  the  general  cor- 
rectness of  the  sad  picture  which  he  has  drawn 
— that  there  has  been  a  great  and  marked  de(»iy 
in  the  wealth,  the  business,  and  the  prosperity 
of  that  city.  But,  sir,  independently  of  those 
causes  which  I  have  named,  and  which  operate 
alike  upon  the  older  portions  of  South  Carolina, 
tiiere  ia  one  other,  wnidi  tends  to  depress  the 
bnuness  of  Cniarl«ton  alone.  Inere  have 
sprnng  up  in  the  interior  a  range  of  populoia 
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and  flourishing  towns,  Columbia,  Aognsta,  and 
Camden,  which,  vithin  a  few  past  years,  have 
been  rapidly  growing  in  commercial  importanoe, 
and  hare  cnt  oflF  dmoat  wholly  the  interior 
trade  from  Charleston,  making  that  city  a  mure 
place  of  transit,  or  rather  of  shipment. 

Sir,  these  canses  which  I  hare  detuled — and 
I  appeal  to  Soothem  gentiemen  for  their  oor^ 
rectnesa  and  tmth — liave  operated  with  com- 
bined effect,  for  years,  npoo  tiie  destinies  of  this 
people;  and  are  they  not  aafficient,  thongh 
checked  and  opposed  as  they  may  be  by  the 
riches  of  natnre  which  an  aU-bonntiflil  IVovi- 
dence  has  scattered  over  the  land — are  they  not 
anfllcient  to  produce  all  the  depression  and  all 
the  misery  which  is  vainly  supposed  to  sjiring 
from  the  protecting  system  ? 

I  cannot,  therefore,  on  the  most  fbll  and  care- 
ful consideration  which  I  hava  been  able  to  give 
this  snbject,  concur  with  gentlemen  in  the 
opinion  that  the  protecting  system  operates 
oppressively  on  the  Soathem  or  any  other  sec- 
tion of  the  Union.  In  the  West,  bo  far  as  ex- 
perience can  test  its  efBcacy,  it  has  produced, 
and  is  prodncing,  all  the  good  which  its  friends 
and  supporters  have  ever  predicted.  From  the 
state  of  rainons  depression  to  which  agricnl- 
tural  interests  had  sank,  in  1824 — an  era  which 
oar  Western  farmers  will  long  bear  in  remem- 
brance— they  have  gradually  risen,  nnder  the 
fostering  inflaence  of  this  system,  connected 
and  consorted  with  that  of  our  internal  im- 
provement, until  they  have  reached  a  point  of 
prosperity,  which,  though  not  rich,  or  towering, 
is  sufficient  to  spread  comfort  and  gladness  over 
our  happy  land. 


Thcbsdat,  February  28. 
Territorial  Jadgea. 
The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by, 
Hr.  Houos,  (and  agreed  to  on  the  foUowing 
day:) 

Hetoivtdy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judii»ary 
be  instructed  to  inqiure  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  for  a  more  permanent  tenure  of  of- 
fice for  the  judges  of  the  terntorics  of  the  United 
States,  or  for  a  (UfiTerent  mode  of  appointing  them 
than  is  now  provided. 


JtCoHSAT,  Febmary  S?. 

Ths  Tariff— Reduction  ofDuUet. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Clat  being  resumed, 
Mr.  Baixab  said :  Fifty-six  years  have  ripen- 
ed this  confederated  nation  to  a  condition  of 
unprecedented  and  incontestable  greatness; 
greatness  in  extent;  greatneas  in  resources; 
greatness  in  moral  and  intellectual  character ; 
greatness  in  political  structure  and  jarispm- 
denoe ;  greatness  in  the  renown  which  fiiiUawv 
Just  and  sucoeasfnl  wars ;  and  greatness  vhidi 
results  from  tiie  acqniriUon  of  a  before  unknown 
sum  of  bnman  contentment  and  fi«edom.  Prov- 
idence has  smiled  npoa  tJie  wmk  (rf  our  pro- 


genitors,  and  has  blessed  its  progreaa.  The 
whole  civilized  world  has  marked,  with  reiter- 
ated astonishment,  t^e  rapidity  of  onr  advaaoe- 
ment ;  and,  at  this  moment,  from  the  Fisgah  d 
Eastern  eminence,  exnlting  and  longinj^myriadi 
are  pointing  to  onr  Western  instltotioM  as  tbe 
objects  towards  whii^  thej  have  yetfrmtlaariy 
journeyed  throngfa  a  wildenMBB  of  agea  and  of 
wretohedneas. 

Who  is  there,  sir,  that,  aecii^  tluB  matn- 
salt  <tf  oar  connoila  and  foreoast,  cn  derire  a 
change  in  the  omnio  stmctare  or  practitil 
l^slation  by  which  it  baa  been  effected  f  I 
have  heard  mnch  on  this  floor  of  aeetioDal 
divisions,  sectional  interests,  sectional  dootrines, 
sectional  feelings;  and  sectional  parties ;  of  ths 
East,  the  Sonth,  and  the  West ;  bat  I  cannot 
adopt  the  language,  and  will  not  entertain  ths 
sentiments  by  which  it  is  prompted.  I  claiii 
no  peonliar  merit  for  the  noble  commonwealth 
whose  representa^ve  I  am,  fat  her  imifimn  d» 
\  votion  to  Idle  nnion  and  democracy  of  then 
States-^or  hw  imwavarin^  ooH^Mmtin  in  aH 
the  eflbrts  which  have  earned  Hm  natioi  to  its 
present  exaltation ;  she  has  done  no  more,  and 
no  less,  than  other  portions  of  onr  repnblic. 
Bat  I  will  not  recognize  the  rigkt,  claimed 
fVom  what  quarter  it  may  be,  to  mar  and  da- 
face  the  monnment  of  oar  oommon  labors ;  te 
tear  down  piecemeal,  or  at  a  blow,  the  stracttm 
which  every  hand  has  equalled  and  slmnlta- 
neoasly  contributed  to  erect ;  to  prostrate  ud 
cmmble  into  dn^  the  fidrest  fabric  ever  yet 
reared  by  the  energies  and  Tirtaea  of  eonftdw- 
ated  freemen. 

I£  shr,  in  tiie  pietnre  I  have  sketibfld  the 
omdition  of  oar  eoontiy,  shades  bavo  beta 
omitted  irbieh  really  exist,  they  oi^t  to  be 
Introdaoed ;  they  ong^t  to  be  frankly  met,  and 
the  assembled  wisdom  of  the  I^slative  bodies 
should  anxiously  devise  remedies  and  VdieC 
The  impressive  and  gloomy  descriptitm  of  tbe 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hathk.)  k 
to  tiie  actual  state  and  wretched  pro^KCts  of 
his  immediate  fellow-citizens,  awakens  the 
liveliest  sympatby,  and  should  command  oar 
attention.  It  is  their  right;  it  is  oar  duty. 
I  cannot  feel  indifferent  to  the  snfferlogs  of 
any  portion  ctf  the  American  peopla;  and 
esteem  it  incomdstent  with  the  aoope  and 
parpoae  <rf  the  federal  ocostittitioii,  tiwt  any 
minority,  no  matter  bow  large,  shovdd  oon- 
nive  at  or  protract  the  oppreesion  or  miiety 
of  any  minority,  no  matter  how  amaU.  I  dis- 
claim and  detest  the  idea  of  making  one  put 
subservient  to  another;  of  feasting  npon  tbe 
extorted  snbstanoe  of  my  oountryniw ;  of  en- 
riching my  own  region  by  draining  the  fortiti^ 
and  resources  of  a  neighbor;  of  beooq;iing 
wealthy  with  spoils  which  leave  tb^  legitimate 
owners  impoverished  and  desolate.  But,  sir,  I 
want  proof  of  a  fact,  whose  ezistmoe^  at  least 
as  described,  it  is  diffleoH  erm  to  oinoeiTe ; 
and,  above  aH,  I  want  tiie  tnn  oanaea  of  thtt 
fitot  to  be  Asoertained ;  to  be  bnmgfat  -within, 
the  reach  of  legislative  remedy,  and  to  have 
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Th9  Tttriff—RedKditm  ^IhOm. 


that  remedy  of  a  nature  which  may  be  applied 
withoDt  prodntsng  more  miechiefa  than  those  it 
pToposes  to  oiu«.  The  proneness  to  exaggerate 
booial  evQB  is  greatest  with  the  most  patriotic. 
Temporary  embarrassment  iatteoBitivelv  appre- 
hended to  be  permanent.  Every  day's  eipe- 
licnce  teaohee  bow  ^t  we  are  to  magnify  par- 
tial into  oniversal  distress,  and  with  wh^  oiffi- 
cnlty  an  excited  im^mation  resonea  itaelf  from 
deBpondeooy.  It  wul  noli  do,  nr,  to  act  npon 
the  glowisg  or  pathetio  delineatioiu  of  a  ^fted 
orator ;  it  will  not  do  to  become  enlisted,  by 
ardent  exhortations,  in  a  crosade  against  estab- 
lished systems  at  polioy ;  it  wUl  not  do  to  de- 
molish Uie  walls  of  onr  citadel  to  tho  soands  of 
pluative  eloqaenoe,  or  fire  the  temple  at  the 
eall  of  impassioned  enthusiasm. 

What,  sir,  is  the  canse  of  Southern  distress ! 
Has  any  gentleman  yet  ventored  to  designate 
jt  f  Can  any  one  do  more  than  Bnppose,  or  ar- 
gomentatively  assame  it  t  I  am  neither  willing 
nor  competent  to  flatter.  To  praise  the  honor- 
•Ua  Seuator  from  South  Oarolina  would  be 

"To  add  perfbme  to  the  violet — 
Wutefiil  and  ridiculous  excess." 

Bat  if  he  has  fiuled  to  discover  the  source  of 
the  evils  he  deplores,  who  cui  unfold  it  i  Amid 
the  warm  ana  iadlscrimiQating  denunciations 
with  which  he  has  assailed  the  policy  of  pro- 
tecting domestic  manufactures  and  native  prod- 
uce, he  frankly  avows  that  he  woold  not 
"deny  that  there  are  oUier  causes  besides  the 
tariff  which  have  oontriboted  to  produce  the 
evils  which  he  has  depicted."  Vhat  are  those 
"other  causes  I"  Id  what  vroportioii  have 
they  acted  ?  How  much  of  this  dark  shadow- 
iDg  is  asoribable  to  each  sing^,  and  to  all  in 
OMnbination!  Would  the. tariff  be  at  all  felt, 
or  denounced,  if  these  other  oaases  were  not  in 
operation  ?  Would  not,  in  fact,  its  infiuenoe, 
xta  discriminations,  its  inequalities,  its  oppres- 
dona,  bat  for  these  "  other  causes,"  be  uiaken 
by  the  elasticity  andeaergy  and ezliaustless  spirit 
of  the  Soath,  as  "dew  drops  from  the  lion's 
mane  1 "  These  inquiries,  sir,  must  be  sati^ao- 
torily  answered  before  we  can  be  jnstly  required 
to  legislate  away  an  entire  system.  If  it  he  the 
root  ci  all  eril,  wt  it  be  exposed  ai^  demolished. 
If  its  pMSODOns  ^halations  be  hot  partial,  let 
ns  preserve  snoh  portions  as  are  Innoxious. 
as  the  luminary  of  day,  it  be  pure  and  salutary 
in  itad^  let  as  not  wish  it  extiagalshed,  because 
of  Uie  shadows,  douda,  and  darkness,  which 
obscure  its  brightness  or  impede  its  vivifying 
power. 

Sir,  there  are  "  other  causes  "  than  ^e  policy 
of  protection,  to  which  our  Southern  brethren 
might,  and,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  impute  the 
deplored  evils  under  which  they  suffer.  Some 
of  these  are  adequate  to  produce,  and,  if  not 
providentiallj  arreated  in  their  progress,  will 
nnaToidably  produce,  oalamitdea  more  ex- 
tensive and  desolating  than  any  yet  expwienced. 
Every  day,  every  hoar,  augments  their  force, 
enlaces  thw  ^here^  aud  maidfiBsta  their 


TQCy.  Nor  is  their  onward  march  a  sketch 
fancy,  or  the  conclusion  of  plausible  argu- 
ment: it  is  a  fact,  discernible  to  ever^.eye, 
known  to  every  well-informed  man  in  the 
country,  appreciated  by  every  candid  one,  and 
disputed  by  none.  The  delusion  and  mistake 
lie  in  oonuderin^  these  "  other  causes "  as 
se^iondary  and  slight,  instead  of  primary  and 
nowerfiil :  in  visiting  npon  a  subject  of  political 
dislike,  consequences  uirly  ana  obviously  at- 
tributable to  specific,  natural  sodal,  or  moral 
ageodea :  in  fastening  upon  the  tariff,  as  fana- 
tics are  apt  to  &steD  upon  their  reputed  con- 
jurer or  wizard,  the  storm  of  the  elements,  the 
barrenness  of  plantatjoos,  the  debility  arising 
&om  constitutional  disease,  and  the  mysterioaa 
operations  of  decay. 

I  have  smd  that  *'  other  causes  "  exist,  ade- 
quate to  all 'the  lamented  distresses.  Among 
(hese,  is  one  which,  alone,  unaided  by  co-oper- 
ation from  others,  necesurily  leads  to  reanlts 
of  wide- spread,  protracted,  and  conspicuoue. 
embarrassment  and  desolation.  The  great 
Southern  staple,  cotton,  is  the  product  of  an 
ezbaasting  plant — a  plant  wMon  feeds  vora- 
ciously upon  the  fertility  and  strength  of  the 
best  soils.  Every  returning  season  finds  the 
earth  in  which  it  ia  cultivated  less  competent 
to  supply  its  exactions,  and  sustdaing,  therefore, 
a  less  hardy  and  generous  growth.  The  ulti- 
mate dissatisfaction  of  the  planter^  whose  prod- 
uce thus  annually  diminishes,  is  inevitable. 
He  struggles,  perhaps  for  years,  in  fruitless 
efforts  to  revive  the  original  fecundity  of  his 
farm;  to  arrest,  at  least,  its  gradual  decrease 
from  ^ht  or  rix  hales,  by  the  hand,  to  two  or 
three :  and  he  sabmits  to  the  reduction  of  his 
profits  and  mmj  deprivations,  rather  than 
abandon  a  home  to  which  he  has  become  habit- 
uated, a  neighborhood  in  which  he  has  acquired 
character  and  friends,  and  a  social  circle  to 
which  his  family  are  endeared  and  attached. 
But  the  final  period  of  comparative  sterility 
must  arrive ;  the  season  wherein  labor  will  be 
unrewarded,  granaries  unreplenished,  and  means 
unrenewed,  must  come  to  him  or  to  his  successor ; 
and,  when  that  period  is  at  hand,  the  dejected 
and  disappointed  owner  looks  elsewhere  ttft 
consolation  and  resource.  Then  it  ia  sir,  the 
impelled  and  adventnroos  husbandman  of 
North  and  Soath  Carolina,  while  he  has  yet 
scarcely  entertained  the  prefect  of  removal, 
casts  his  anxious  eyes  npon  the  immense  region, 
in  his  immediate  vicinity,  of  land,  mnoh  cheap- 
er than  in  his  native  State,  of  virgin  soil,  npon 
whose  charms  bis  favorite  voluptuary  has  not 
yet  battened,  of  equal,  if  not  superior,  climate, 
and  of  asoertuned  fitn^  in  every  respect,  for 
the  plant  to  which  his  skill  and  industry  have 
long  been  adapted.  Is  it  surprismg  that  this 
boundless  range  of  territory  shoud  attract 
capital  and  enterprise  to  the  cnltare  of  cotton 
&om  all  parts  of  the  country  I  That  the  quan- 
tity of  |>rodaction  shonld  rwidly  augment,  and 
its  relative  value  of  price  ftul,  or  that  It  should 
offer  temptations,  iiredatiUe  by  conscious  in- 
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dtutiy  and  fhigalil?,  to  abandon  the  compara- 
tively spent  farms  heretofore  tilled  f 

Men,  sir,  will  change  their  abodes,  under  the 
clrcarostances  to  which  I  have  adverted,  bj  an 
impnlse  which  may  almost  be  regarded  as  a  law 
of  oar  catare.  The  serious  concerns  of  life  are 
not,  cannot,  and  ongfat  not  to  be  regnlated  by 
the  amiable  sentiments  which  connect  them- 
Mlves  with  the  recollections  of  the  past.  We 
qnit  the  homes  of  our  ancestors,  the  graves  of 
onr  kindred,  the  hills  and  valleys  of  onr  chfld- 
bood,  and  with  many  a  sigh,  it  is  tme,  and  with 
many  a  longing,  lingering  look  behind ;  but  we 
quit  them  aiU,  with  proud  and  self-sostaining  res- 
wntioQ,  in  Dursnit  of  snbsisteooe,  of  aettiements 
for  our  children,  of  personal  and  permanent  in- 
dependence. Such  have  been  the  course  of 
humui  conduct,  and  the  career  of  human  ac- 
tion, in  all  ages,  and  in  every  quarter  of  the 
glohe.  The  land  of  promise  was,  and  elvreyB 
will  be,  the  goal  of  ceaseless  emigration.  We, 
\Ar^  especially,  are  a  migratory  people.  With 
almost  every  range  of  climate,  ana  an  unlimited 
extent  of  luid  wherefrom  to  choose,  "  a  world 
before  us,  and  Providence  our  gaid&"  our 
readiness  to  improve  the  condition  cf  ufo,  by 
entering  upon  new  scenes  of  activi^,  is  at  tbe 
same  time  nnobstructed  by  the  difficolties  and 
doubts  which  repel  the  Inhabitants  of  other 
countries.  Our  political  institutions  are  every- 
where throughout  our  continent  the  same. 
Oar  language,  with  inconsiderable  and  few  ex- 
ceptions, is  uniform ;  onr  medium  of  exchange, 
money,  coin,  and  even  one  species  of  bank'  pa- 
per, is  identical ;  the  great  practical  hindrances 
are  unknown  to  us ;  and  we  may  pass  through 
every  degree  of  salubrious  temperature,  and 
over  thoosai^  of  leagues,  ehan^ng  inonrprog- 
reas  nothing  bat  the  sky  and  Sie  soil  Hence 
It  is  that  we  bare  long  rinca  turned  onr  backs 
xiptm  the  Atlantic  and  its  shores,  to  ^ze  upon, 
and  to  bend  our  steps  towards  tbe  rich  plains, 
the  laughing  valleys,  the  thronged  rivers,  and 
the  health-mspiring  hills,  of  the  American 
"West. 

If,  then,  sir,  the  appalling  picture  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  South  Carolina  be  strictly 
true ;  and  if  it  be  also  true,  as  no  one  has  been 
or  can  be  adventurous  enough  to  deny,  that 
the  regions  lying  immediately  to  the  west  of 
those  districts  which  his  picture  is  designed  to 
represent,  are  open  and  still  opening  for  a 
chewier  and  more  abundant  growth  of  ute  very 
cotton  to  whose  depredated  value  he  ascribes 
Southern  distreas  and  complaint,  I  recognize^  in 
the  cause  to  which  I  have  referred,  an  adequate 
cause;  a  cause  absolately  distinct  A^m  the 
tariff :  a  cause,  in  its  origin  and  effects,  tran- 
scendently  beyond  the  course  of  .any  policy ;  a 
cause,  out  of  the  reach  of  legislative  remedy ;  a 
cause  which  human  agents  are  utterly  incom- 
petent to  control,  arrest,  mitifi;ate,  or  modify. 

Having  thus,  sir,  remoTedfrom  debate,  or 
from  my  own  mind,  the  oppressive  weight  of 
so  much  of  tiie  argument  of  the  Senators  op- 
poaed  to  me^  aa  oondats  of  glowing  ud  ^00117 


pictures  of  human  wretchedness  and  local  des- 
olation, I  must  be  permitted  to  state  my  im- 
pressions of  what  this  great  nation^  policy, 
rather  disingenuonsly  termed  our,  or  the  Aidct<- 
ioan  system,  trulls. 

Its  foundation,  Mr.  President,  is  tbe  broad 
and  impregnable  principle  of  national  inde- 
pendence ;  and  Its  object  and  tendency  are  to 

S've  to  the  American  people,  the  entire  people, 
e  people,  as  a  mass,  and  in  detail,  employ- 
ments of  their  own,  resources  of  their  own, 
strength  of  their  owii,  and  happiness  of  their 
own ;  which  cannot  m  ii^juriously  afibeted  in 
war  or  peace,  through  stratagem  or  design  by 
any  other  people.  Such  are  its  cardinal  char- 
acteristics. If  there  be  any  portion  of  tb«  c 
means  for  effecting  this  policy,  which  does  not 
sqnare  with  these  characteristics,  to  that  I  am 
opposed.  If,  in  attaining  these  fundamental 
and  invaluable  objectSj  partial,  occasional,  oa 
sectional  injury  be  inflicted,  that  I  would  rem- 
edy or  redress,  by  exerting  the  force  of  tSl  our 
institutions  as  best  I  can.  The  good  of  the 
whole  is  rarely,  if  ever,  accomplished  without 
some  saorifioe  to  at  least  a  part :  but,  nndoabt- 
edly,  the  dangers  and  InoonvenieDces  of  eT«7 
scheme  of  legislation  i^ould  be  contracted  to 
as  narrow  a  sphere  as  possible,  should  be  anx- 
iously mitigated  as  much  as  pos^ble,  and  should 
ultimately  be  repaid  as  fblly  as  posnble. 

Sir,  this  is  no  selfish  policy,  in  the  odious 
sense  of  that  epithet.  To  tbe  American  people, 
as  contradistinguished  fh>m  any  and  every 
other  people,  it  may  be  so.  Nature,  in  the  cre- 
ation of  peculiar  languages,  various  climates, 
and  different  forms  of  Government,  has  com- 
pelled distinct  and  separate  masses  of  men, 
oommnnitiea,  and  nations,  to  be  selfish.  It  tb 
their  state  of  nature,  liable  to  be  modUled,  as 
civilization  leads  to  iutereODrse,  barter,  aoA  re- 
ciprocity, by  convention  and  mntnal  agreement 
only.  National  selfishness  results  from  neces- 
sity, and  is  beyond  reproach.  Without  it,  in- 
dependent existence  is  unimaginable :  withont 
it,  we  could  have  no  country. 

But  honorable  Senators  have  described  Aia 
policy  as  emanating  from,  and  exclusively  use- 
ral  to,  rich  capitalists,  monopolists,  and  manu- 
facturers. If  it  be  so,  let  us  abandon  it  Bat, 
before  acquiescing  in  the  description,  it  is  onr 
duty  to  reject  and  to  examine. 

As  a  policy,  dr,  adapted  to  the  weliare  of 
any  notion,  it  emanates  from  ranote  antiqt^, 
and  has  been,  more  or  less,  cdiertdied  and  prao- 
tised  by  every  people.  Modem  philosophy  mar 
sometimes  be  djsaavaotageonsly  contrasted  wiOn 
ancient  wisdom,  as  beautiful  abstractions  are 
often  disproved  by  a  succession  of  experiments. 
Egypt,  in  her  grandeur,  Greece,  in  her  brillian<^, 
Bome,  in  her  omnipotenoej  deduced  their  mag- 
nificence and  vigor,  at  least  m  part,  from  thu  ac- 
cursed "  policy.  It  was  known  to  them  all;  it  was 
enforced  by  them  all ;  and  It  aggrandized  them 
all.  These  are  great  names  1  and  tiie  annals  of 
history  tender  for  enumeration  many  others  t$i- 
miliar  to  the  learning  oi  thow  wh«D  I  widraaa. 
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It  ia  trne,  as  the  Senator  from  Soath  Carolina 
baa  aaid,  that  the  political  eoonomjr  of  free 
trade,  however  c^uvatiiu;  in  theory,  is,  in- 
deed, "  a  discorery  of  modem  times."  It  has 
no  existence  bat  in  books.  It  never  has  been 
tested,  and  it  never  can  be  tested,  without  the 
Utopian  resort  to  a  Congress  of  nations — a  re- 
sort reoommended  by  some  Mmi^ileteer,  whose 
treatbe,  laid  i^mhi  onr  tables  within  a  tew 
weeka  past,  seems  to  oome  in  of  this  "  dia- 
oovery  of  modem  times" — a  resort,  wtiicih  Me 
moUier  Oongreaa,  that  of  Panama,  will  prove 

introavable,"  anxioodj  and  pompously  aonght, 
bat  nerer  foond. 

I  have  said  that  onoe  the  patriotism  Penn- 
STlvania  sided  with  her  [>olioy:  and  I  agree 
that  now  her  interests  are  involved  in  its  steady 
prosecntjoo.  She  has  inoarred,  within  a  few 
years  back,  a  greater  public  debt  than  the  ex- 
isting one  of  the  nation.  Her  internal  improve- 
ments, immense  and  inestimable,  have  been 
mainly  and  vigorooaly  directed,  under  the  aus- 

SiOMHis  shield  oi  your  protective  system,  to  the 
evel<^ment  of  Iwr  own  resonroea  and  dw  en- 
eonragement  of  her  own  indaiM;ry.  Her  legal 
code  has  given  every  &cility  to  the  attainment 
of  pnWo  convenience,  fi'ee  intercourse,  and 
safe  tnuiaport&tioD.  The  noble  turapikes, 
broad  highways,  countless  canals,  solid  bridges, 
and  splendid  railways,  which  intersect  and 
omte  all  parts  of  her  territory,  are  the  products 
of  a  full  reliance  in  the  stability  and  excellence 
of  the  polioy.  Do  you  suppose  that  she  would 
have  gone  thus  far  in  expenditure,  merely  to 
beoome  the  recipimt  and  channel  of  exotic 
fittHtea—of  £aropean  husbandry  and  maoofao- 
turest         air.  purpose  has  been  to 

ao^tw  hw  own  rioh  orea  amoo^  her  laborious 
people:  to  bring  into  operation  her  water 
power :  to  supply  her  mechanics  and  her  poor 
with  her  various  woods,  her  inezbaastible  fuel, 
her  salt,  her  minwala :  and  to  carry  comfort 
and  ind^endenoa  to  tiie  homestead  d  vnxj 
fivmer. 

Wh^t  are  the  frnits  of  this  Pennsylvania  pol- 
ioy  ?  I  will  illustrate  them  by  reourring  to  the 
angle  article  of  her  own,  iron.  Its  quality  is 
nnqaestionably  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  that  of 
England.  Its  oohenTenesa  is  greater — a  ch^a 
of  an  ia<^  and  a  half  in  diameter  not  breaking 
till  burdened  with  a  w^gfat  of  nzty  tons,  while 
a  nmilar  English  one  yisTded  to  fbrt7*tiiree  tons 
only :  one  en  an  inch  and  an  eighth  broke  not, 
till  oppressed  by  fall  forty-one  tons.  For 
welding  also,  it  is  snperior ;  sapenor  for  spikes 
and  bolts  employed  m  oonstmoting  ships ;  su- 
perior for  wheel  tires ;  and  at  least  eqnal  for  use 
on  railways.  Our  iron-workers  are  witling  to 
gWe,  and  aotnally  do  pve,  twenty-five  per 
oent.  nuve  for  the  Amerioan  than  the  En^sh 
article. 

The  effect  of  oor  policy  on  this  essential 
metal  has  been  strikingly  evinced,  first,  in  aug- 
menting the  number  of  its  factories  and  its 
qnaati^ :  aeoondly,  in  reducing  the  prices  of  its 
DUdiafluitana:  andi  thirdly,  in  ^aaemiiiating 
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widely,  through  its  agehcy,  the  means  of  snb- 
sistonoe  and  comfort. 

1.  Since  the  year  1834,  thirty-four  new  fnr- 
naces  have  been  erected  in  Pennsylvania,  west 
of  the  Alleghany  mountain — each  forming,  not 
a  mine  of  wealth  for  the  rich  monopolist,  but  a 
nndeos  for  a  busy,  thriving,  and  joyous  village. 

During  the  years  18S9  and  1880,  the  quantity 
of  iron  rolled  at  mttsbnrg  alone  increased  from 
three  thousand  to  more  than  nine  thoosand 
tons. 

2.  The  reduction  of  the  prices  was  a  neoeB* 
sary  oonseqneuce  of  the  domestic  competition, 
created  and  excited  by  the  poUoy.  Since  1818, 
181S,  and  1830,  the  implements  of  husbandry 
have  sunk  in  price  thna :  Axes,  from  tw«ity- 
four  dollai^  to  twelve  dollars  by  the  dozen: 
scythes,  spades,  and  common  shovels,  fifty  per 
cent.  Iron  hoes,  at  nine  dollars  by  the  dozen, 
have  given  way  to  steel  ones,  at  four  dollars  by 
t^e  dozen :  socket  ahovela,  onoe  sold  at  twelve 
dollars  by  the  dozen,  now  sell  at  fonr  dollars 
and  fifty  cents :  iron  vices,  onoe  at  tyrvaty  oenta 
by  the  pound,  now  at  ten  o^ts :  braders*  rods 
were,  in  1834,  imported  at  three  hundred  and 
thirteen  dollars  by  the  ton,  and  now  are  made 
at  one  hundred  and  thir^  d<dlars :  and  steam 
engines  have  aotnally,  since  1838,  fallen  fifty 
per  cent,  in  price,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
amount  of  matorial  and  labor  of  wMdh  they  Isre 
composed,  baa  nearly  doubled. 

8.  The  extent  to  which  the  manufacture  of 
this  substance  contributes  to  diffuse  the  means 
of  support  and  comfort,  cannot  be  precisely 
estimated  as  to  any  particular  dis^ct  of  coun- 
try. The  proportion  of  its  eflbot«Te  action 
upon  Fennaylvanta  may  alone  be  presumed 
from  a  fidr  caloolation  of  ita  ajsregate  ralne  la 
the  Union,  and  a  general  knoiHedge  of  the  na- 
merous  and  important  establishments  scattered 
throughout  that  State.  It  is  ascertained,  with 
reasonable  certainty,  that,  in  the  small  coun^ 
of  Delawwe,  aboat  two  hundred  and  thirty-five 
persons  annually  produce  a  value  of  two  hun- 
dred and  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars,  which  undergoes  its  local 
and  natural  distribution.  In  the  large  counties 
of  Centre  and  Hnntingdon,  extonsivdy  engaged 
in  the  business,  the  computation  necewarily 
rises  much  higher.  Now,  it  is  believed,  from 
such  returns  as  have  been  oolleoted,  that  in  the 
United  States  there  are  no  fever  than  twenty- 
four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
iron  workmen,  each  having,  on  an  average, 
four  individuals  dependent  upon  his  labors: 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thonsand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-five  human  beings  are 
therefore  provided  with  adequate  livelihood  by 
this  single  branch  of  indnstry  in  its  eariiest 
stages.  Supposing  each  workman  to  receive 
the  modicum  of  one  dollar  a  day,  or  say  three 
hundred  dollars  a  year,  and  there  are  dissemi- 
nated in  wages  no'less  than  seven  mtUlon  four 
hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred dollars:  their  &bric8,  finding  their  way  to 
various  markets,  soatter,  as  th^  advance^  the 
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oharges  of  tran^>ort«tion,  compntod  to  exoeed 
one  millioa  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoniand 
df^kn :  and  thiu  the  entire  process  famishes, 
tat  dSStoAoa  anxng  the  laboring,  meritoriou 
«nd  most  naefiil  miwaoi  of  aodetj,  aa  iimnal 
mm  little  abort  of  nine  millions  of  ddlars. 
The  proportion  of  this  imposing  Tolne  which 
&Us  to  the  lot  of  Pennsylvania,  may  be  imag- 
ined, bnt  cannot  be  asserted. 

The  relation,  Ur.  Pre«dent,  <^  the  observa- 
tions which  I  hare  had  the  honor  to  snbmit  to 
the  conmderation  of  the  Senate,  to  the  two  res- 
olations  before  ns,  is  obvioos  and  direct 

llie  first  reeolation — that  of  the  SeniUor 
from  Eentacky — preeappoees  the  national  debt 
pud,  and  proposes  to  rednoe  the  dnties  on  arti- 
cles imported,  as  far  at  least  as  is  oonnstent 
wit^  the  lirin^e  and  practice  of  protecting 
the  great  "**<a*ii^  interests  inrolved  m  domes- 
tic mflimftwtnrea. 

The  leoond  nat^atioQ— that  of  the  BmaioT 
from  Booth  Oandinft— proposes  to  rednoe  the 
rerenoe  to  tbe  expenses  of  Government,  and  to 
abandon,  gradually,  bnt  certunly,  tbe  principle 
and  practice  of  protection. 

The  first  asfuts  protection,  but  la  perfectly 
oompatible  with  modifications  in  detail:  the 
seoond,  in  design  and  spirit,  repu^ates  modifl- 
oatiou  wholly,  and  inusta  npon  entire  relin- 
qoifihment.  It  ia  possible  and  proper  for  any 
one  to  vote  for  the  adoptiw  of  the  first,  and 
yet  ftel  at  perftot  liber^  to  aoqniesoe  in  lost 
and  reaawudfl  alterations  of  the  policy.  It  is 
iu^KMsible  and  Inqnoper  for  any  one  to  Tote 
for  the  second,  who  is  not  prepared  to  lay  tbe 
axe  to  the  root^  and  to  demolisn  the  entire  edi- 
fice of  prutootioo,  to  deny  tbe  existeooe  or  sal- 
utary nature  of  the  power,  in  the  federal  sys- 
tem, to  proDOonoe  a  sentence  of  oondemnatifm 
and  QBurpation  upon  all  who  have  preceded  as, 
and  to  throw  back  upon  the  separate  States,  as 
nnfit  or  unworthy  of  retention,  the  delegated 
and  important  anthoriiy  of  fostoing  tlie  indus- 
try of  the  American  people. 

Believing,  air,  as  I  do,  tliat  whatever  may 
Ikave  been  the  t^mraoter  of  its  or^in,  this  Got- 
enunent  aotoaUy  emanates,  under  the  forma  of 
u  adopted  oonstitution,  from  the  peode  of  the 
UnitedT  States^  and  ia  eseentiaHy  as  wmI  natkmal 
as  federative :  that  the  powers  to  levy  imposta 
and  to  regulate  commerce  are  powers  not  merely 
expressly  granted  by  the  St^es,  but  are  pow- 
ers without  which  the  Govemmmt  ought  not 
and  cannot  exist :  that  tiie  grant  of  those  pow- 
ers was  aooompanied  with  the  full  knowledge 
that  they  had  been  nniveraally,  and  would  be 
here,  made  tbe  means  of  protecting  domestic 
produce  and  manufacturer  fitHn  the  ii^nriooa 
oonrses  and  incursions  of  other  oouDtries;  that, 
in  &ot,  Boeh  protection  waa  one  of  the  moving 
tfb^eatB  of  the  rerolxition,  of  the  Uiuon,  and  of 
tbe  explidt  ddegation  of  those  powers:  and 
tiiat  a  policy  was  jnomptly  estaUished  in  oon- 
formity  with  these  views,  and  has  unceasingly 
been  pursued.  I  am  nuwUling,  and,  consist- 
ently with  my  nndostanding  of  tiie  aeiutotial 
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oath,  I  am  nnaUe,  to  sanction  the  prconstkni 
of  the  gentieman  from  Sonth  OanMoai,  hj 
wluob  all  thia  is  virtaaUy,4f  not  direoUy,  re* 
podiated  and  denied.- 

I  am  inflexible,  sir,  aa  to  nothing  bnt 
mute  imiteetion.  Tb»  jtonm  m  uUthAng 
tnat  may  nndergo  any  mntatiim.  fieetve  that 
to  the  home  lab<»>  of  this  comitry,  and  onr  op- 
ponents shall  have,  as  &r  as  my  voioe  and  suf- 
frage can  give  it  to  them,  a  "  earU  hiandit 
whereon  to  aettle  any  arrangemmt  or  a4)a>t- 
ment  th^r  intcUigKaoe  may  si^ei^  It  xeiriit 
have  been  expected,  not  nnreasonably,  taat 
they  who  denred  chance  shonld  tender  their 
project;  tliat  they  would  designate  noxiona  par- 
ticulars, and  intimate  their  remediee ;  that  they 
would  invoke  the  ^ill  and  Bsais^ancB  of  practi- 
cal and  experienced  obaervtroonasulgeot  with, 
which  few  of  ns  are  fruniUar;  and  pant  with 
preoiaiai  to  awdi  porta  of  the  extnnve  agnbem 
as  can  be  modified  withoat  weakening  or  en- 
daogeriog  the  whole  strwrture.  They  Imve  fcn<- 
b«ne  to  do  this.  They  demand  an  entire 
dsmtdition.  fVee  trade  is  tlie  burden  of  tiiar 
eloquence;  tbe  g(Men  fleece  of  their  adrai- 
toroua  enterprise ;  the  goal  short  of  which  they 
will  not  pause  even  to  breathe.  I  cannot  join 
their  expedition  ifbr  such  object  An  establish- 
ed policy,  coeval,  in  the  language  of  President 
JacjEsoD,  with  our  Government;  bctieved  by 
an  immense  majority  (rf  our  peo^e  to  ba  «on- 
Btitati<mal,  wiae,  and  expedient ;  may  not  be 
abmptiy  abandoned  by  Otmgress,  witboat  » 
treacherous  departure  from  duty,  a  ahamalgaa 
derelietion  of  sacred  trust  and  oonfldsnoe.  To 
expect  it,  it  lx>th  extravagant  and  uskind.  But 
show  OB  your  acdieme :  call  it  one  of  revenue 
ezduuvdy,  if  you  will:  names  and  epitiiets 
are  ininutterial :  let  it  aooommodate  our  potior 
with  the-new  fiscal  attitude  of  the  nation,  and 
with  your  wishes ;  and,  for  one,  I  will  ^ve  it 
the  farorsble  hearing  and  ocmsideration  to 
which  the  parity  of  your  motivea  and  yonr 
alleged  sufferings  certiUnly  entitle  it  It  is  not 
impossible,  nr,  (though  I  confess  myself  a  very 
fbetde  instructor  on  this  vast  bai^es%)  tiiat 
some  rational  prqject  may  ^ring  ftna  aober 
and  analytical  inquiiy,  to  reeon^  na  aU.  -  I 
have  heud  intimated  that  new  regulations  m 
collecting  the  revenue  nrij^  make  the  pratM- 
tion  to  mann&otnres  even  more  eflbetoal  than 
it  now  is,  and  yet  remove  every  oaaae  <tf  oom- 

Slaint  Let  geutiemen  set  them  forth  for  con- 
id  scrutiny.  Bhsll  it  be  by  exacting  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  in  cash  I  By  a  system  of  Uofnaea 
to  auctioneers  ?  By  aboliahing  tite  aaaeoBneat 
of  duties  on  minimum  values  I  Develop  the 
scheme,  and  enable  us  to  judge.  Do  you  prefer 
attuning  your  purpose  by  specific  reduetiMiB  ci 
duty?  On  what  ortidea,  thent  to  what  ex- 
tent }  by  what  gradual  deoraose  I  AH  we 
Bore,  to  enaUe  oa  to  prove  cor  readioesB  to 
accommodate  tiiia  mtan^ii^  and  diatraettng 
theme  of  legation,  is,  that  generalitieB  may 
be  relinquished ;  that  aa  nneonditioBal  surren- 
der to  the  Utojaaa  theoiy  of  taade 
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not  be  invoked ;  uid  that  snch  modifioatioos  of 
the  eadatiiig  poHoy  ma^  be  ohaiked  out  as  will 
be  naefol  to  oar  opponents  without  being  de- 
stniotiTe  to  the  poko  j  itselfl 

I  lament,  Ifr.  Prendmt,  having  been  obliged, 
in  the  discharge  of  a  snpposed  duty,  to  trespaaa 
ao  long  won  the  indnlgent  atteotion  of  the 
Seoate.  I  would  close,  eneerfully,  and  forbeu^ 
in  eonflornuty  with  mj  Miginal  detemiinatatm, 
advwting  to  any  tn^  oort  direot^  owneoted 
with  tiie  Bul^eot  of  ^■onarion.  One  matter, 
however,  haa  been  taieidentaU7  introdooed,  and 
taaa^  in  tntUi,  been  often  vehemently  urged 
vpaa  <m  refleetion,  aa  to  wfaioh  I  ndght  be 
deaned  a  faithleBa  and  onfeeliiig  r^maeotative 
irere  X  to  abatain  from  expnanng  the  itooided 
■anae  and  anxioDa  sentiments  of  the  patriotio 
oommimity  who  sent  me  here. 

Sir,  I  have  nothing  so  mooh  and  so  doepfy  at 
heart,  as  the  mnntaoaace  of  the  harmony  and 
perpetuity  of  this  Union.  Whatever  may  be 
the  omtrary  and  irreocmdlable  appearanoe  of 
0|riiiioii^  no  dangar  la  to  be  apprehended,  and 
no  dAuMio*  oau  be  oontamned,  while  the 
preservatiHi  of  oar  oMatitotion,  and  the  good 
ct  the  oouBtry,  are  the  leading  and  paramoont 
objecta  <rf  ua  alL  If  there  be  any— certainly 
tfawe  are  none  upon  this  floor — who  seek  to 
distract  the  peaoe  and  dissolve  tiie  bouda  of  our 
federative  Govemmeut;  who  would  put  at 
liaxard,  in  paranit  of  temporary  projects,  or  to 
indul^  ambitious  aspirants,  the  r^ose  and  in- 
ftitutums  of  the  republic;  who  contempl^ 
ehange  and  revolotiw ;  I  beseech  such  men  to 
extend  their  foreoasUng  viMon  Into  the  future, 
and  to  ooufront  posterity.  Let  them  be  warned, 
1^  anticdpating  the  Ju^sment  of  that  bibonal. 
The  ezeitementa  at  the  -  day  may  be  gratified : 
they  may  delude  tiumselvaa  into  the  bdlef  tliat 
they  are  UUxHing  to  vindicate  the  constitution, 
oc  to  vpbM  the  principles  of  human  liberty ; 
bat  if  th^  reckfesBly  involve  the  Amerioan 
peofde  in  ue  horrors,  unoertaintaes,  »nd  fatal 
omsequeoces  of  civil  war,  and  of  violent  dis- 
mptiao,  they  mast  be  content  to  receive,  as  a 
merited  reward,  an  immortali^  of  deteetation. 
ThMT  party  and  paltry  pretexts  will  be  forgot- 
ten ;  uieir  refined  discriminations  in  theory, 
and  th^  high-wrought  declamation,  will  be 
foi^tten;  even  their  virtaoos  passioDS  will 
cease  to  extenuate  ttelroabnoe;  and  all  poa- 
teri^,  straggling  in  vain  to  reoomUne  the  ele- 
mmtfl^  and  to  rebuild  tba  edifloe  of  our  great^ 
and  riorions,  and  happy  oonfederacgr— amu  the 
deaoiation  of  perpetual  conflicts,  and  in  the 
d*rknas8  of  sectional  bondage-will  doom  them 
to  loud,  deep,  and  everlasting  exeo^on.  Let 
no  man,  sir,  seek  elevation  or  renown,  at  the 
price  of  the  National  Union  and  tranqnUlity. 
He  will  never  find  it.  Failing,  he  must  rank, 
during  Hfa,  auKMig  the  few  outcasts  whom  we 
have  yet  engendered;  and  if  he  achieve  his 
oountry's  rma,  when  dead,  the  burning  lava  of 
uivenal  ha^ed  will  roll  hissing  over  his 
grsve;  and,  thow^  liln  "tiie  ai^nring  youth 
who  find  the  Ephete  dom6^"Ii0  aboald  ao- 
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EWat,  Hardi  3. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  tiie 
ridaration  of  Ifr.  Gut'b  reaidation,  togedier 
with  ilie  amendment  propoaed  thereto  ^  Mr. 
Hatha 

Ur.  RoBBnra,  of  Bhode  Island,  rose,  and  ad> 
dressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

The  question  before  us.  as  I  take  it,  is  one  at 
expediency.  Is  it  expedient  to  give  to  the  in- 
dtutry  of  the  country  the  market  of  the  conn- 
try,  bgr  means  of  protecting  duties,  in  preference 
to  leaving  that  market  vpeii  to  tiie  equal  ood^ 
petition  of  Itvaga  indnitry  without  nabio- 
tiont 

I  know  it  has  been  urged-  here,  and  mnch 
innsted  on  elsewhere,  thi^  the  expediency  ia 
not  the  only  question ;  that  a  prior  and  para* 
mount  queation  ia,  haa  Oongress  the  power,  the 
ocnutitntimal  power  to  do  thia  t 

It  ia  not  denied  tiiat  Omgreas  haa  claimed 
and  exercised  this  power,  from  the  commence 
ment  of  the  Qovernment  to  this  hour ;  that  it 
is  now  iu  practical  operation ;  and  that  never, 
till  nuce  18S8,  has  it  been  seriously,  if  at  all, 
questioned,  by  any  party,  at  any  time. 

There  are  two  or  three  reflections,  which,  if 
duly  webbed,  I  should  think  womd  satisfy 
every  reflecting  mind  that  Oongress,  in  exer^ 
^sing  this  powo*,  has  not  usurped  undelegated 
power. 

If  the  power  o{  taxaticn,  ad  libitim  in 
amotmt,  be  in  Oongresfl^  the  enndse  of  that 
power  must  be  ^aoretionary  witii  Oongress; 
and  whether,  in  any  ^ven  instance,  it  shall  be 
exercised,  or  to  what  extent  it  shall  be  exer^ 
oised,  must  always  be  a  question  of  expediaiGy, 
and  never  can  be  a  question  of  oonstitutionai 
right.  liow,  the  power  of  taxation  is  expressly 
^vm  to  Oongress,  and  given  without  limita^ 
tion  as  to  the  araonnt  of  revenue  to  be  raised 
by  it  That  anunrnt  is  left  to  the  diaoretlon  of 
(>>ngre88. 

A^n:  The  regulation  of  oomnmoe  with 
foreign  nations  is  expressly  given  to  Oongress 
and  given  without  reatrionon.  Now,  a  tariff 
of  dutaea  on  importa  ia  strietiy  ud  literally  a 
regulation  of  oommeroe  with  fbreign  natima ; 
and  whether  that  tariff  shall  be  higher  or  Iowa*, 
or  what  it  shall  be^  must  be  a  qnestton  of  «pft> 
dienoy,  and  cannot  be  a  qne^on  (rf  omstm- 
tional  right. 

Besides,  this  power,  as  has  been  well  stated, 
and  ably  ai^ed  by  the  honorable  gentieman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Grukdt,)  is  essential  to 
national  sovereignty ;  and  to  deny  it  to  our  Gov- 
ernment, would  be,  so  far,  to  lay  our  country  pros- 
trate at  the  feet  of  every  other  soreretgoty  in  the 
world.  If  all  other  sovereignties  could  wield 
this  power  against  as,  (as,  undoubtedly,  they 
can,  and  do,)  and  we  ootud  Hot  wield  it  against 
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them  In  edf-defenoe  ^bnt  the  mpporitMHi  is 

intolerable,  and  I  will  not  oany  ont  the  idM^ . 
and  depict  the  consequences. 

For  what  American,  Jnstlj  prond  of  bis  na- 
tion,  ooold  brook,  for  a  moment,  the  idea  itf  a 
orippled  and  enbor^nate  aovercigntT,  tliat  ooitld 
not  meet  auf  other  and  eveir  other  national 
Bonreignty,  with  power  against  power,  with 
prerogadTe  against  fwerogatiTo,  as  an  eqoal? 
National  soverdgntiea,  whatever  may  be  the 
form  of  the  National  GoTemment,  have  all  the 
same  attributes ;  otherwise,  they  wonld  not  be 
equal  and  independent  sovereignties.  God  for- 
bid that  this  Gtorenunent  should  erer  admit 
the  idea,  or  act  upon  the  idea,  of  being  an  in- 
forior,  and,  therefore,  a  degraded  soverrtgnty  f 
If,  then,  yon  admit  (and  who  will  deny  it  t) 
that  onr  Qovemment  may  exert  this  power 
against  other  Goremments,  to  vindicate  onr 
equal  ai^  jost  ri^ts,  yon  ^ve  np  the  whole 
OMtroTflmy ;  for  men  yon  admit  we  existeoce 
of  tiie  power  in  the  Government.  The  power 
brtng  admitted,  its  exeroise,  in  all  oases,  must 
be  r^pilstod  by  the  disoredon  <A  Qtaagnn. 

How,  then,  I  a^  oan  it  be  contended  fliat. 
In  ezercinDff  this  power,  Comgren  has  nsorped 
nndelegatea  power  9 

instead  <^  saying  this,  yon  vaiy  yonr  lan- 
guage, and  say  that  ODnsress,  in  fixing  a  tariff 
of  duties  on  imports,  with  a  view  to  protection, 
has  abused  discretionary  power,  it  brings  the 
inqniry  precisely  to  what  I  stated  it  to  be— an 
inquiry  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  protecting 
policy. 

And  let  it  be  reoolleoted  that  tlie  ODestion  is 
not,  whether  a  new  polioy,  and  hitherto  un- 
known to  the  Goveninient,  dull  now  be  adopt- 
ed; but  whether  a  polioy,  coeval  witii  the 
Government-  itself,  which  has  now  been  pur- 
sued for  forl^  years  and  upwards,  uid  with  a 
l^radually  inorearing  intenrity;  whioh  is  now 
in  the  tide  of  experiment ;  with  which  in- 
terests, almost  too  vast  to  be  calculated,  and 
hardly  to  be  conceived,  have  grown  np  and  are 
interwoven,  and  on  which  tiiey  are  dependent 
■ — the  question  now  is,  whether  this  policy  ^all 
be  continued,  or  shall  be  abandoned,  lliongh 
this  is  really  the  question ;  though  these  oon- 
dderations  carry  with  ttiem  an  imposing  weight 
towards  aetUlng  this  qoeetion;  yet  I  am  not 
wilUng  to  rest  it,  and  leave  it  to  be  dedded  on 
theee  o(»ulderations :  for  I  am  oonvlnoed  that 
tlie  policy  is  the  tme  policy  of  this  country ; 
and  that,  if  it  had  never  been  adt^ted,  it  ought 
now  to  be  adopted;  that  we  are  invited 
to  it  1^  othtf  oonsidenitions,  that  are  irrerist- 
ible. 

No  State  ever  became  great  by  its  polioy,  but 
by  a  steady  and  persevering  pursnit  of  that 
polieir;  and  wouderfiil  is  the  efficacy  of  such 
steadiness  and  perseverance.  1  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  a  few  instances. 

Great  Britiun  owes  her  astonishing  (^mlence 
and  power  to  this  steadiness  of  puiwt.  It  is 
now  about  two  hundred  years  since  she  began 
in  flanust  the  ptAoj  of  aeonring  to  her  own 


industry  the  monopoly  of  her  own  markets; 
and  never  for  a  moment  has  she  relaxed  in  the 
least  from  the  pursnit  of  that  policy.  It  in- 
volved her  in  tme  war ;  hut  no  force  without, 
no  0(»n|daint,  no  clamors  witiiin,  ever  indooed 
on  her  part  any,  the  least  wavering,  in  the  par- 
soit  The  astonishing  results,  I  have  Joat  now 
given.  Other  nations  havB  not  profited  eonally 
by  the  policy,  <»ly  beoanae  thqy  have  foiled  «f 
equal  steadiness  in  the  pursuit.  With  than, 
the  pt^oy  has  been  flactoating;  sometimes 
pursued,  and  sometimes  abandcmed,  and  some> 
times  relaxed  into  a  "Judicious  tariff."  It  is 
hence  that  they  have  been  thrown  so  nnieb  in 
the  rear  of  QtnaX  Britain.  Bnt  their  eyes  are 
now  opened ;  the  scales  have  fallen  frwa  them ; 
they  are  wide  awake  to  the  importanoe  of  Uns 
policy ;  and  Great  Britain  can  no  longer  detnde 
them  with  the  fine  theofy  of  her  Adam  Smith, 
which  she  reoommends  to  tii«n,  bnt  rcfvdiatM 
for  herad£ 

Again:  Ancient Bome was onee an ineotusd- 
erable  village,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber.  That 
villaee  rearad  itsdf  into  a  vast  erniar^  onbrae- 
ing  the  foirest  portiwa  <tf  the  hamtaue  ^obe; 
«xt«nding,  on  one  line,  {as  tiie  poet  axpresa—  it^) 

"A  Qaffibns  QSQae 
Auroram  et  Osngen :  ^ 

"  from  Oadia  to  Aorora  and  the  Ganges; "  on 
the  other,  from  the  burning  deeert  of  Lybi*  to 
the  Banobe  and  the  Bhine— an  empire  of  whidi 
all  present  Franoe  was  but  a  province^  and 
Chwk  Biitun  bnt  an  qmuidage  *si  that  pn»T^ 
inoe.  In  Europe,  in  Ana,  in  AfHca,  she  aaw 
her  ea^es,  Uke  the  delwates  of  her  Jove,  bear 
her  thunders  In  triumph  over  their  subjugated 
and  trembling  nations.  How  is  this  podigy 
to  be  accounted  fort   Solely  by  steadmesa  ctf 

Enrsnit.    That  ambitioas  village  iMvpoeed  to 
erself  the  aeqniritfam  of  milmry  powor,  and 
nothing  else — 

"He  tibi  enint  artes ;  pads  que  imponere  moreni, 
Farcere  subjeoda,  et  debellare  soperbos  : " 

and  the  whole  scheme  of  her  policy  had  i«fe^ 
ence  to,  and  was  concentered  in,  that  leading 
object ;  and  that  p<^cy  was  steadily,  and  un- 
waveringly, and  nnivaiTej^,  porened,  for  seven 
hundred  ynrs.  th»  same  policy  that  progres- 
Bively  roarod  np  this  gigantic  power  aff^nst  the 
world,  afterwards  snstuned  it  over  the  worid 
for  another  seven  hundred  years.  The  power 
and  the  policy  fell  together.  Rome  remained 
invincible,  ^  corruption,  after  hanng  tri- 
umphed over  every  thing  else,  came  at  last  to 
triumph  over  her  militair  institntirai*— ^en 
Bome  fell,  and  avenged  the  oonqnond  wraU 
with  her  own  suicidal  hand. 

Bnt  the  most  interesting  instance  the  effi- 
cacy of  tiiis  steadiness  of  pursuit  was  ^ven  by 
the  city  of  Athens ;  the  most  interestmg,  b»< 
oaose  ^6  olfjeot  was  most  so.  Tvook  tibe  earliest 
times^  Atiiens  aspired  to  literatnre  and  tha 
ele^t  arts.  Thi^  were  made^  Moateaqniett 
remai^  a  direct  and  leading  ot|^  withtha 
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GoTemmant ;  siiigDlar  in  this  respect,  and  dif- 
ftriag  from  eveiy  otiier.  By  a  steady  pnranit 
of  the  polioy  adopted  with  a  view  to  this  end, 
the  city  of  Athena  became  snoh  a  monomoit  of 
the  arte,  that  eran  her  imperfect  and  dil^i- 
dated  remains  are  at  this  day  the  vonder  of 
the  world.  What  aplendora,  then,  most  she 
htm  emitted  in  the  daj  m  her  splendor  I 
Then,  in  her  freshneaa,  ahe  met  thn  morning 
SOD,  and  reflected  back  a  rival  glory  t  When 
she  ma  fall  of  the  maatopieoes  of  genius  in 
erery  art — oreationB,  that  were  said  to  hare 
mlted  In  the  hmnan  mind  the  ideas  of  the 
^vinitiM  themselves  I  The  fernd  eloquence 
of  Demosthenes  failed,  nneqnal  to  the  task  to 
do  jastice  to  those  immortal  splendors,  when 
employed,  as  it  ocoanonally  was,  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  his  addresBcs  to  the  Athenian  people. 
It  was  by  the  steady  pnranit  of  the  same  pol- 
icy, that  thrar  literary  works  of  every  kind 
(ai^  in  every  kind  they  were  extremely  nn- 
mennia)  came  to  be  wouly  the  xnaaterplecea  of 
human  geidas;  and  being  m«te  diffiued,  and 
lees  impaired  by  ^e  injonefl  of  time,  than  the 
other  monnments  of  the  arts,  they  were,  and 
•till  ore,  mn-e  the  wonders  of  the  world.  Tliey 
were  carried  to  snoh  a  height  of  peifection, 
that,  after  it,  the  Athenians  themselves  oonld 
never  surpass  them ;  while  others  have  never 
been  able  to  eqnal  them.  How,  what  has  been 
the  effect  1  Literature  and  the  arts  have  gath- 
ered aronnd  that  city  a  charm  that  was,  and  is, 
felt  by  all  mankind  {  which  no  distance,  no 
time,  can  dispel.  No  scholar,  of  any  age  or 
dime,  but  has  made  (in  fancy,  at  least)  a  pil- 
grimage to  its  shore ;  there  to  oall  aroond  him 
the  ibades  of  their  mighty  dead,  whose  minds 
■till  live,  and  deHght  and  ostooish  in  thdr  im- 
mortal vorfa.  It  is  emphatically  the  city  of 
the  heart,  where  the  affeotions  delight  to  dwell ; 
tb»  green  spot  of  tiie  eartii,  where  the  fancy 
lores  to  linger.  How  poor  is  bmte  force — 
even  the  most  magoifioent,  even  the  Roman — 
compared  to  the  empire  of  mind,  to  which  all 
other  minds  pay  their  volantary  homage  1  Her 
Hteratmre  and  her  arts  acquired  to  Athens  this 
empire,  which  her  remains  still  preserve,  and 
always  will  preserve.  In  oontemplating  the 
phenomenon  of  her  Uterory  achievements,  a 
great  and  profbnnd  writer  conld  not  fwbeor 
Bering,  that  it  seemed  a  providential  erent^  in 
bonor  of  hnmon  natore,  to  show  to  what  per- 
fiMstion  the  ipeotes  might  ascend."  Oall  it 
prorideatial,  if  yon  please— as  every  event  is, 
in  sonie  sense,  providential — ^bnt  it  was  the 
effect  of  artificial  oanses,  as  mnoh  so  as  the  mil- 
itary power  of  the  Romans ;  it  was  the  effect 
of  a  policy,  early  »dopted,  and  always  after- 
wards steadily  pnrsaed.  I  know  the  opinion 
that  ascribes  all  this  to  a  peculiar  felidty  of  na- 
ture. Horace,  I  know,  says— 

**  Oralis  Ingeninm ;  Grails  dedit  ore  rotnndo 
Xuaa  loqoi ;  pneter  laudem  nnllins  avaris." 

But  vhat  gave  them  that  ahswblng  avarioe 
offiune?  It  was  infosed  into  tiiem  by  their 


[Sbhatb. 

institntions;  it  was  that  one  nnivemd  senti- 
ment, generated  by  those  institntiaia ;  and 
what  he  calls  the  gift  of  genius,  bestowed  by 
the  muses,  was  the  common  mind,  exalted  and 
refined  by  the  operation  and  force  of  the  same 
in^tntkms.  It  was  these  which  had  refined 
an  Athenian  mob,  as  the  Athenian  people  are 
sometimes  called.  Into  an  ondiHipe  of  oritioal 
taste.  The  Attic  eloquenoe,  colled  so  by  wi^ 
of  pre-eminence,  was  but  a  confonnify  to  the 
reqoirements  of  that  taste. 

Soch  is  the  wonderfiil  efficacy  oi  steadiness 
of  piusoit,  (as  we  have  seen  displayed  in  those 
instances,)  by  a  nation  pnrsoing  national  objects 
by  adequate  means. 

Bnt  to  return  to  this  protecting  policy.  It 
seems  to  me  strange,  parang  strange,  that  en- 
lightened, and  refieoting,  and  patriotic  men 
shonld  doubt  the  expediency  of  this  policy  for 
our  country,  or  be  cold  in  the  pursuit,  fiut 
the  bittw  hosting  it  encounters  from  such 
men,  is  to  me  astmiishing ;  it  puzzles  and  con- 
founds me  when  I  would  aooount  for  it.  But 
for  my  req>ect  ^  them,  I  should  say  it  was 
like  the  fanatioinn  <^  hallucinated  minds,  feed- 
ing on  their  own  chimeras ;  so  irrational,  so 
vifflonary,  it  appears  to  me,  to  impute  any  dis- 
tress that  may  exist,  in  any  part  of  our  conn- 
try,  to  this  policy  as  its  canse.  It  uipears  to 
me  like  the  insanity  that  mistakee  a  friend  for  a 
foe,  and  nnder  that  delusion  is  fatally  bent  on 
destroying  that  friend. 

We  have  an  ample  revenue  from  imports,  an 
increonng  revenue  from  imports,  wad  made  m 
by  this  Tcry  pdioy ;  nnincumbered  with  deb^ 
or  soon  to  be  disanonmbered ;  wnple  fbr  onr 
elvil  list ;  anmle  fin-  all  the  works  of  nctnnsl 
defence,  and  ul  wwks  of  internal  imfnwement 
—works  called  for  by  all  the  interests  of  the 
country — ^wwks  that  would  cost  the  Govern- 
ment nothing  but  the  advance  of  Hkb  capital,  to 
be  ag^n  returned  to  the  Treasury  with  interest 
— ^works  that  would  reimburse  uiemselves,  ten 
times  told,  in  the  increased  wealth  of  the  coun- 
try thereby.  And  this  policy,  from  which  this 
ample  and  increasing  revenne  springs,  as  from 
a  perennial  fotmtain,  is  to  be  abandoned ;  not 
suspended,  but  abandoned,  now  and  forever! 
Hie  idea  of  improving  the  condition  of  the 
country  for  Intereoorse  is  to  be  abandmed  now 
and  forevnr,  at  least,  so  fkr  as  this  Govern- 
ment is  to  be  oonoemed.  The  depredati<ai, 
the  loss,  the  ruin,  as  to  works  of  this  kind,  now 
in  being  or  jirogrees,  whether  by  States  or  in- 
dividuals, which  will  be  involved  in  the  aban- 
;  donment  of  this  policy  as  its  necessary  conse- 
'  quence ;  the  fiau  bar,  as  another  necessary 
consequence  of  such  abandonment,  to  further 
like  enterprises,  either  by  States  or  individuals; 
the  entire  and  the  eternal  loss  of  this  whole 
object  to  our  country,  are  disregarded,  and 
treated  as  trifies  light  as  air.  This  ample  rev- 
enue—ample for  all  the  purposes  indicated,  and 
ample  for  the  fbrther  porposes  of  laying  those 
fbondations  which,  in  due  time,  would  make 
this  oonutry  as  illnatrloas  in  mind,  and  its  im- 
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mortal  prodnotioiia  as  pre-emineDt  for  pfa^Bieal 
neonroes  and  prosperoiiB  omditioii— thu  ample 
reveane,  tliat  does  mt  bear  i^on  the  oonotiT 
with  the  weight  of  a  feather>-tbat  is  not  felt 
hj  the  people  as  a  burden,  mon  than  tiie  air 
thej  breathe,  ie  to  be  abandoned,  and  for  what  t 
To  favor  foreign  indnsUy,  at  the  expense  of  oar 
own :  for,  whatever  maj  be  intended,  this  will 
be  the  effect.  The  stimnlas  it  gives  to  our  in- 
dnstrj,  and  the  inoreased  profits  of  that  iodofr* 
trj,  make  the  BDpposed  burden  merely  imag- 
injtt7.  Besides,  tne  necessarj  effect  of  the 
policy  is  to  reduce  prices ;  this  is  not  denied, 
norcanitbe;  but  it  is  sud  the  effect  is  not  im- 
mediate. In  legiakdion,  are  we  to  kxd:  oolj  to 
the  present  moment  and  immediate  efifootS  Is 
tiie  State  the  bdng  of  a  d»  t  Have  we  not 
ohildrMi  to  eome  after  nsl  Will  they  not  have 
children  to  come  after  them  I  Have  those  who 
are  to  descend  from  ns  no  daim  to  our  provi- 
dence for  their  good  t  The  patriot  statesman 
acts  for  the  Btate,  and  with  reference  to  the 
being  aod  the  well  b^ng  of  the  State,  now  and 
hereafter — for  a  long  hereafter — and  in  the 
hope  of  a  never-endtug  hereafter.  Are  we,  as 
patriot  statesmen,  in  order  to  avoid  a  dight 
and  transient  bnnlen  to  ourselves,  (if  it  be  one,) 
to  throw  away  the,  opportnnity  and  means  of 
providing  for  Uie  great  and  permanent  interests 
of  the  country  for  all  future  time  t 


WnnnBDAT.  March  T. 

"  Apportionment  BiU. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  this 
bill — ^the  question  being  on  the  amendment 
submitted  yesterday  by  Kr.  'Webbtkb. 

[The  main  object  of  the  amendment  is  sim- 
ply to  ^proximate  more  nearly  to  au  equitable 
mireaentation,  b^  giving  to  each  State,  having 
a  fraction  exoeedmg  a  moiety  of  tJie  ratio  lep- 
zesoitation,  one  additional  member.] 


Thubbda^t,  Uarch  8L 

Apportionment  BiU. 

The  bill  was  then  again  taken  np,  together 
with  the  substitute  offered  by  Ur.  Wbbbtxb, 
and  the  motion  of  Kr.  Fobstth  to  aixike  oat 
from  the  sabstitnte  the  clause  providing  Ibr  the 
representation  of  fractioas. 

Mr.  Clayton  conteoded  that  no  amwrtion- 
ment  bill  had  ever  passed,  which  did  not,  in 
effect,  represent  fraotaons.  The  bill  of  17S2,  re- 
jected by  President  Wa^ingtoo,  represented 
fractions,  and  waa  reacted  solely  on  the  ^ound 
that  it  ^ve  more  tnan  one  representative  for 
each  thirty  thousand  to  several  of  the  States. 
The  rule  applied  to  that  bill  must  have  been 
this:  that  the  representation  of  each  State 
should  bear  to  the  whole  number  of  representa- 
tives the  same  proportion  which  the  represent- 
ative population  of  each  State  bore  to  Uie  pop- 
nlation  of  the  United  States.  By  that  bill,  Kew 


Hampshire  ha^  five  members,  and  waa  antitkd 
to  bnt  firar:  Maeeachnaetta  had  aiAaen,  bat 
was  entitled  to  only  fifteen,  end  had  «  ftaetiaB 
of  serent^-eeven  nondredths*.  Itailaware  was 
endtied  to  bnt  one  by  the  rale,  with  a  fractiea 
of  eight-tenths,  bnt  had  two  members  by  the 
bill,  Ac  Gentlemen  say  the  bill  waa  re- 
jected because  fpaotions  were  represented 
the  bill.  General  Washington  said  there  wai 
no  comm<Hi  divisor,  or  ratio,  a{^ied  to  the  HSl 
He  fonnd  no  pro[>ortion,  no  equality  in  the  biO. 
There  was,  in  fact,  no  possible  common  divinx', 
which  would  give  the  resnlts  of  that  biH ;  sad 
this  was  a  f^r  ground  of  objeotim.  But,  by  tbt 
bill  which  General  Washington  did  aipi,  fhfr 
tiona  were,  in  fact,  represeiited.  The  whola 
number  irf  rnireeentativea,  without  fiaetiaH^ 
given  by  the  bill,  waa  bnt  niDety-five,  aad  the 
HoDse  of  Remesentatives  was.eompoaed  of  me 
hundred  and  five.  It  was  not  trae  that  any 
Pre^dent  ever  declared  that  representation  by 
fractions  was  anoonstitational.  The  next  bill, 
which  was  approved  by  Presdent  Jefl^noo, 
was  drawn  apon  the  very  same  principle  vith 
that  now  submitted  by  the  resolutiok  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts.  The  same  ratio 
adopted  in  1792  was  continued  in  1S09.  He 
showed  that,  by  this  bUl  of  180S,  a|^t  or 
ten  States  got  each  one  member  mora  than  the 
rule  eatitlea  than  to.  Georgia  had  four  meo- 
bers  by  the  hill,  and  was  entitied  by  the  rale 
to  only  three,  with  a  large  fraotioa ;  and  yet 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  now  says  that  the 
representation  of  fractions  is  anconstitatiaoaL 
The  third  apportiomnent  bill,  which  waa  ap- 
proved by  Mr.  Madison,  also  allowed  repreeen- 
tations  for  fractions.  The  ratio  assnmed  by  the 
House  waa  thirty-seven  thousand.  It  waa  re- 
jected in  the  Senate,  on  the  groond  that  it  was 
unequal  in  its  operation,  giving  an  undoe  ad- 
vantage to  the  largw  States.  The  Senate  did 
not  consider  themsuves  bound  by  the  deca^ 
of  the  House.  They  undertook  todojaatieeb 
They  pat  the  ratio  at  36,000,  and  incre«ed  the 
number  from  170  to  186.  Mr.  O.  then  showed 
that  ae^al  States,  by  that  bill,  had  got  one 
more  member  than  the  role  <tf  apporti<nimait 
entitied  them  to.  Georcia  agun  was  entitled 
to  but  five  members,  with  a  fr«ctaon  of  seveoty- 
three  huudredths,  but  she  got  six  members  bj 
the  bill.  The  Senate  olyected  to  the  bill  frtm 
the  House  on  the  ven-  grounds  which  are  now 
urged  against  the  bm  before  us,  and  the  bill, 
as  amended  by  the  Senate,  was  finally  passed. 
Hr.  G.  then  went  on  to  show  that  the  appor- 
tionment bill  of  162S,  ngned  by  Mr.  Mooro^ 
gave  repreaentativeafinr  fractions.  Gewgiai^^ 
bad  one  more  representative  by  the  bill  than  the 
rule  of  apportionment  entitied  her  to ;  and  sev- 
eral other  States  a  similar  proportion.  Under  the 
bill  now  before  as,  sent  to  ns  from  the  House, 
the  apportionment  was,  he  contended,  gro^ 
unequal  and  unjust.  It  allowed  representativea. 
in  several  cases,  for  small  f^w^ona,  and  refueed 
them  to  very  lar^  frttotioos.  This  resulted 
from  the  asBomptioa  of  an  arbitzwy  diriBd^ 
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-wliiofa  gave  a  resnlt  fitvorable  to  tiie  lai|;e  States, 
and  opjfvessfTe  to  the  amall  States.  He  went  on 
to  give  many  stateiaents  in  Happort  of  this 
position.  The  objection  to  the  bill,  resnlting 
m>m  ita  operation  in  recard  to  New  York,  was 
to  him  insnperable ;  and  he  conld  not  conceive 
how  honorable  gentlemen  ooald,  by  any  mathe- 
matical or  metaphysioal  subtlety,  reconcile  it 
to  their  uense  or  jastice  and  propriety.  New 
York,  by  the  rale  of  proportion,  was  entitled 
to  iJiirty-ei^t  members.  The  bill  gives  her 
forty.  She  had  iho»  two  representatires 
without  constitnenta  at  home,  "who  were  the 
people  whom  those  two  members  represented  V 
Where  did  they  reddef  The  member  from 
Delaware  is  chosen  by  76,000  freemen ;  and  he, 
their  representative,  nts  by  the  side  of  two 
members  who  represent  nobody.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  calls  opon  the  State  of  Virginia 
to  support  the  bill,  I  call,  said  Mr.  0.,  upon 
Soath  Oarolina,  upon  Olinois,  upon  all  the  small 
States,  to  help  me  in  opposition  to  those  large 
States;  for  tney  are  all  small  in  comparison 
with  those  two  States — ^New  York  and  Vir- 
ginia. Bat  he  remembered  the  time  when 
Vir^nia,  too,  stood  by  the  small  States,  in  the 
oontest  for  equal  representation,  t^^ainat  the 
assninption  of  the  laim  States;  he  referred  to 
the  course  ctf  Hessra.  Giles  and  Brent  in  1811, 
tn  niation  to  the  apportionment  bill  in  that 
year  passed.  The  hard  bearing  of  the  hill 
upon  the  new  States  he  next  considered.  Mis- 
Bonri  was  left  with  a  fraction  of  six-tenths, 
while  Tennessee  had  one  member  for  a  smaller 
fraction.  This  inJnstioe  arose  from  the  arbitrary 
assumption  of  the  number  of  the  House,  and 
the  assnmption,  at  the  same  time,  of  an  arbi- 
trary divisor.  Mr.  0.  went  into  several  state- 
ments to  show  that  this  mode  of  apportionment 
must  necessarily  operate  to  accumulate  the 
fractions  upon  the  small  States.  This  mode  of 
apportionment  was  adopted  for  the  benefit  of 
the  lai^  States;  and  as  long  as  the  Senate 
snffors  them  to  continue  it,  they  will  have  an 
advantage  over  the  small.  States  in  the  popular 
representation.  The  five  large  States,  had  a 
representation  of  121  members,  but  were  en- 
titled only  to  a  representation  of  118  members. 
The  nineteen  smaller  States,  with  a  population 
of  282,000  more  than  that  of  the  larger  States, 
had  only  119  representatives,  hut  were  entitled 
to  ld2  members.  After  some  other  remarks, 
Mr.  0.  concluded  by  invoking  the  aid  of  the 
arnaO  States  in  the  support  of  the  rights  of  the 
email  States.  He  hopra  they  would  send  the 
liill  back  to  the  Hoase^  tiie  bHl  of  1813  was 
sent  back;  and,  if  the  Honse  olfjeoted  to  IL  he 
hoped  the  Senate  would  insist  opon  their 
amendment,  as  the  Senate  ^d  in  1813. 

Mr.  FoBSTTR  replied  briefly  to  the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  innsting  that  he  had,  to  make  out 
Ms  proposition,  assumed  what  he  ought  to  have 
proved — ih&t  his  rule  of  apportionment  was  the 
rule  which  the  constitution  required.  The 
State  of  Georgia,  in  his  view  of  the  rale,  had 
always  had  a  large  fraotimi  nnrepresented : 


and  the  rule  which  the  gentleman  would 
represent  that,  was  altogether  arbitrary.  Tf 
the  application  of  80,000  as  a  common  ratio,  in 
1792,  was  constitutional,  then  tbe  similar 
application  of  a  higher  ratio  at  this  time  was 
constitutional.  The  State  which  he  repre- 
sented had  no  particular  interest  in  this  matter. 
Her  number  of  representatives  would  be  the 
same  under  the  amendment  as  nnder  the  bill. 
He  had  listened  to  the  ailments  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  with  a  disposition  to  be  con- 
vinced ;  bat  he  bad  ecnne  to  tiie  conolndon  that 
the  representation  of  fractions  was  unconstitn- 
tifflial. 

Hr.  Hatitb  had,  he  stdd,  listeued  attentively 

to  the  argument  on  both  sides,  but  he  now 
found  a  difficulty.  He  had,  at  one  time,  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  vote  ag^nat  the  amend- 
ment. But  he  had  been  struck  by  the  argu- 
ment, that,  under  the  apportionment  proposed 
in  the  bill  frt>m  the  Honse,  fractions  were  rep- 
resented. Now  if  fractions  were  to  bo  repre- 
sented at  all,  he  thought  the  most  equitable 
mode  of  representing  tiiem  was  that  presented 
in  the  bilL  He  wished  the  Senate  to  fix  its 
attention  upon  this  fact :  New  York  has  more 
than  one-uxth  of  tiie  whole  representatives,  but 
she  has  less  than  one-sixth  part  of  the  whole 
popalB^on.  If  so,  she  has  a  representative  for 
her  fraction.  He  wished  to  see  this  view  met 


Tbidat,  March  9. 
Apportionmmt  BiU. 

This  bill  being  again  taken  up, 

Mr.  SiLSBEB  said  that,  the  first  objection  which 
he  should  make  to  this  bill,  was,  that  it  re- 
duced the  representation  of  some  of  the  parent 
States  to  four  less  than  it  then  was,  by  depriv- 
ing each  of  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Mas- 
sadinsetts,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  of  a  portion 
of  their  present  representation. 

Another,  and  stronger  objection  to  the  bill 
was,  Mr.  S.  saidj  that  it  caused  a  most  unequal 
distribution  of  the  nnrepresented  fractions,  as 
he  would  endeavorto  show  by  some  statements 
which,  he  believed,  had  not  been  presented  by 
any  one  who  had  preceded  him  in  this  debate, 
and  as  supplementary  to  some  of  those  which 
had  been  presented  by  others. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  the  whole  population  to  be 
represented  was  11,928,731,  which,  at  a  ratio  of 
47,700,  as  proposed  by  the  bil^  would  rive 
860  repFMentatives  and  a  fraction  of  8,731. 
That  the  number  of  representatives  proposed  by 
the  bill  was  340,  with  an  ^r^te  fraction  of 
480,731 :  that  this  afKr^i;ate  fraction  was  equal 
to  four  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population  to  be 
represented :  that  the  ^regate  fraction  of  the 
six  New  England  States,  upon  their  population, 
was  about  seven  and  one-tnird  per  cent.,  while 
the  fractions  of  all  the  other  States  than  those 
of  New  England  was  only  three  and  one-third 
per  cent. ;  and  the  fractions  <«f  eleven  of  the 
States,  having  17S  of  &e  340  r^resentatives, 
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and  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion, was  only,  about  one  and  three-fomthB  per 
cent :  that  these  eleven  States,  with  a  popolation 
of  S,497,93fi,  and  175  repreBentatives,  havefrao- 
tions  of  only  160,480,  while  tiie  Ax  New  Eng- 
land States,  witJli  a  population  of  only  1,954,684, 
and  88  represent^ves,  (less  than  one-fonrth 
the  population,  and  bat  little  over  one-fiflh  the 
representation  of  those  eleven  States,)  have 
fractions  to  the  amoant  of  142,084;  and  three 
a^joinin^  New  England  Statea,  viz:  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  VermoDt,  with 
a  population  of  1,160,890,  and  23  representa- 
tives, have  fractions  to  the  amount  of  110,990, 
very  nearly  one-tenth  of  their  whole  popula- 
tion, besides  losing  two  of  Uielr  present  repre- 
sentation. 

Sir,  sud  Mr.  S,,  I  know  that  an  loeqaality  of 
tibeae  fivotioDS  oaiuwit  be  entirely  avoided ;  bat 
I  donbt  if  anoUier  ratio  can  be  devised,  which 
wlU  impose  upon  any  six  contiguous  States  of 
the  Union,  or  opon  any  six  States  that  are  not 
oontlguona,  and  that  have  a  population  of  about 
two  millions,  such  an  inequality  as  is  imposed 
by  this  bill,  npon  the  six  New  England  States. 

Ur.  B.  proceeded  to  state  that  Uie  average 
nnmber  of  constituents  represented  by  each  of 
the  175  delegates  from  those  eleven  States  would 
be  48,569 ;  the  average  number  by  each  of  the 
202  delegates  from  eighteen  Statea  would  be 
49,877;  while  the  average  number  represented 
ter  eatth  of  the  88  delMatea  from  the  nx  New 
Xnglaod  States  woold  be  51,489.  That,  under 
Um  provisions  of  this  hill,  the  seven  States  of 
Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  New  Jersey, 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  and  New  Hampshire, 
will' not  only  lose  fonr  representatives,  but  will 
have  ftaotions  appertainhig  to  th«r  remaining 
08  represmtatiTes,  to  the  amount  of  218,^10, 
eqoal  to  an  excess  of  8,767  to  each  representa- 
tive—  while  seven  other  States,  viz:  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, Indiana,  and  Rhode  Island,  with  112 
representatives,  have  fractions  of  only  41,426, 
or  an  excess  of  only  369  to  each  representative, 
beuig  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  excess  to  be 
repreeoited  by  each  of  the  58  delegatea  from 
the  otiier  aeven  States:  that  Vennontf  with 
only  5  represeat^Tes,  woold  han  a  larger 
fraction  tban  ttie  seven  States  last  named,  with 
112  representatives:  that  Feno^ylvania,  with 
28  representatives,  would  have  a  fraction  of 
12,472;  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Rhode 
Island,  with  28  representatives,  would  have 
fractions  to  the  amount  of  6,789 ;  but  Vermont, 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  New  Jer- 
sey, with  the  same  number  of  representatives, 
(28,)  would  have  fractions  to  tiie  amount  of 
144,712:  that  the  State  of  New  York,  with  a 
population  of  1,918,628,  wonld  have  40  repre- 
sentatives; while  the  New  England  States, 
with  a  popnlatioQ  of  1,964,684,  would  have  but 
88  represMitatives,  with  a  popolation  88,061 
Ims,  New  York  would  have  a  representation  of 
two  members  more  than  the  six  New  England 
States.  The  State  of  New  York  would  have 
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one-sixth  part  of  the  whole  representation  of 
the  Union,  with  69,544  less  than  one-sixth  of 
its  population.  The  18  members  from  Ver- 
mont, New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  and  Mis- 
souri, Mr.  S.  sud,  would  have  an  excess  of 
141,724,  or,  7,878  to  each  member ;  while  the 
90  members  from  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Georgia,  and  Kentucky,  wonld  have  an  excess 
of  only  26,888,  or  281  to  each  member ;  the 
average  number  of  constitnenta  to  the  fizvt  IS 
members  being  56,678,  and  to  the  oiher  90 
members  only  47,981. 

It  will  be  seen,  said  iSi.  that  a  division 
of  the  fractions  of  the  seven  States  of  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
Missouri,  ICssissippi,  and  Louisiana,  amongst 
their  24  members,  will  give  to  each  of  those 
members  a  fraction  ven^  neu'ly  as  large  as  that 
of  the  whole  New  York  delegation  at  40  mem- 
bers ;  the  24  members  from  tiiose  seven  Statea 
have  fractions  to  the  amount  of  218,218^  pro- 
portionable to  which  the  fraction  to  the  40 
members  from  New  York  should  be  855,863, 
whereas  it  was  only  10,628.  Thus,  while  the 
average  number  of  constituents  represented  by 
each  of  the  40  members  from  New  York,  will 
be  47,963,  the  average  number  represented  by 
each  of  the  24  members  from  the  other  seven 
States  will  be  56,684 ;  and  the  nnmbw  repre- 
sented by  the  member  from  Delaware  will  be 
75j4S2. 

The  whok  representative  popnlation  of  the 
Union,  said  Mr.  a,  is  11,028,781 ;  one-half  ot 
whioh  is  5,964,865. 

The  five  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 

Virginia,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  6.947,844,  being  16,621  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  whole  populatioo,  are  entitied,  by 
the  proviuons  of  the  bill,  to  121  of  the  240 
members  of  which  the  House  of  Representatives 
is  to  be  composed;  while  the  ouier  nineteen 
States,  with  16,621  over  a  moiety  of  the  whole 
population,  are  entitled  to  but  119  of  the  240 
members — giving  to  a  minority  of  the  popula- 
tion a  mtyority  of  tiie  representation,  and  to  a 
minority  of  the  popnlation  only  a  minority  of 
that  representatton. 

The  rix  Statea  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  North  Caro- 
lina, with  a  population  of  6,089,851,  being 
124,986  over  one-half  of  the  whole  popolation, 
are  entitied  by  the  bill  to  126  members,  leaving 
a  population,  in  the  other  States,  of  bat  124,986 
less  than  one-half  the  whole  population,  and 
entitied  to  118,  with  only  114  members. 

Can  this,  said  Mr.  S.,  be  called  a  repreenta- 
tion  apportioned  amongst  the  several  States 
according  to  their  respective  numbers! "  He 
thought  it  could  not,  and  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  Bo  amended  as  to  approximate  somewhat 
nearer  to  such  a  representation  than  it  then  did, 
before  it  receivea  the  sanctitm  o£  that  body. 
Touching  the  coo^tntionaliw  of  tiie  bill,  or  of 
any  amendment  whioh  had  been,  or  whidi 
might  be,  offered  to  it,  Mr.  S.  sud  he  had  but 
a  ungle  remark  to  make,  wluch  was  this— that 
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he  had  preTionaly  believed,  and  bad  become 
more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  belief;  that  br 
rvgar^g  fractions  we  should  approach  mndi 
nearer  to  snch  a  representation  (a  is  prescribed 
'bj  the  constitution,  than  b;  dimregaraing  them. 

Mr.  Wntra,  of  Tennessee,  stud  the  proposition 
now  before  the  Senate  was,  whether  that  part  of 
the  snbstitate  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
which  proposes  the  direct  representation  of 
fractions,  wan  be  stricken  oat  Unless  Bome- 
tliing  more  dionU  snmst  itself  to  his  mind  on 
the  Bohject,  he  shouldaetermine  that  the  repre- 
sentatioQ  of  fractions,  as  socb,  was  nucoDstita- 
tionaL  The  natural  coarse  by  which  the  repre- 
BentatiTes  were  to  be  ^iportioned,*  was  to  as- 
sure a  convenient  number  for  the  House,  and 
then  to  adopt  a  common  divisor,  hj  which  the 
number  of  representatives  from  each  State 
should  be  ascertained.  The  divisor  would  be 
ascertained,  after  experiment,  and  chosen  in 
reference  to  its  equal  opeiration  on  the  several 
States.  The  object  to  be  attained  is  to  be  made 
a  jnst  apportionment  If  ajnst  apportionment 
be  attained,  it  ia  of  no  eonseqaence  what  Is  the 
{WDoesB  talcen;  bnt  whatever  mle  700  adopts 
must  be  one  which  applies  to  the  respective 
numbers  ct  each  State.  To  the  rule  proposed 
by  the  Senator  frt>m  Massachosetts,  he  objected 
that  it  was  not  an  equal  role,  applicable  to 
each  State,  and  operating  in  like  manner  upon 
each  State.  The  rule  gives  an  additional  mem- 
ber to  each  oi  the  twelve  major  f^tions,  and 
withholds  it  from  the  twelve  minor  fractions. 
What  one  State  gains  the  gentleman  says  truly 
another  State  loses,  and,  therefore,  the  States 
having  tiie  mifjor  fractions  have  the  full  benefit 
of  the  aggregate  minor  fractions.  It  was  the 
•ame  oldplan,  presented  in  a  new  timpa,  whieb, 
for^  years  ago,  was  repafiated  as  nnoonBtitn- 
tional.  Each  State  most  be  ree^ved  as  a  dis- 
tinct body,  to  be  distinctly  and  sepantely  rep- 
resented. The  doctrine  that  a  part  of  the 
political  power  or  representative  *  number  of 
one  State  conld  be  transferred  to  another,  was 
the  doctrine  of  consolidation. ,  This  is  the 
fifth  time  that  the  subject  has  been  before  the 
Senate ;  and  how  is  it  that  this  plan  of  repre- 
senting fractions,  of  operating  upon  the  States 
as  a  consolidated  body,  was  never  before  pro- 
posed? At  the  last  apportionment,  the  State 
of  Sec- 1  OaroHna  wonhlhaTe  been  mtitied  to 
one  more  rcpresentstiTe^  by  lowering  the  ratio 
adopted  only  one  or  two  hundred;  but  her 
Senators  did  not  bq^^  the  idea  that  this 
Ihustion  ought  to  be  represented.  The  appor- 
tionment, according  to  the  whole  spirit  of  the 
constitution  and  form  of  the  confederation, 
must,  according  to  the  respective  numbers  of 
the  States,  be  considered  as  distinct  separate 
communities.  Perfect  equality  was  not  expect- 
ed ;  it  was  known  to  be  unattainable,  in  the  ap- 
portionment of  men — for  they  are  not,  like 
money,  divisible.  It  is  tme  tiiat  the  large 
States  have  an  advantage  tn  the  apportionment, 
because  their  fraction,  whatever  it  is,  must  bear 
A  leas  pK^Mirtion  to  timr  whole  nninber  <tf  rep- 
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resentatives  than  the  fractions  of  the  smaller 
States  to  their  number  of  representatives.  But 
this  was  an  advantage  of  which  you  cannot 
deprive  the  larger  States  constitutionally. 

Mr.  Spraoub  spoke  in  reply  to  the  Senator 
fh)m  Tennessee,  and  in  opposition  to  the  motion 
to  amend  the  substitute.  He  contended  that 
fractions  had,  by  every  bill,  been  substantially 
represented,  thoagh  not  so  by  provisions  ex- 
presBod  on  the  &oe  <^  the  Ull ;  that  such  re^ 
resentation  was  in  aeoordanoe  with  the  spint 
of  the  constitution,  which  required  a  Just  and 
equal  apportionment  of  representatives;  and 
that  the  provisiooa  of  the  snhBtitnte  attained 
a  greater  degree  of  equalitf  than  those  of  the 
original  bilL 


HoHDAT,  March  12. 

Apportionment  BiU. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oondderation  of  this 
bill,  with  the  amendment  thereto  ofitsred  by 
Mr.  Wnam,  and  the  amendment  (Stored  by 

Mr.  FOBflTTH. 

Vr.  DioKBBsoa  said :  Ooming,  as  he  did,  from 
a  State  which  has  severely  felt  the  unequal  and 
utmost  operation  of  the  laws  heretofore  MOf^ed, 
and  again  to  be  adopted,  if  the  present  bill 
should  pass,  for  apportioning  the  representatives 
of  the  United  States  among  the  several  States^ 
it  was  hb  duty  to  his  constituents  to  join 
Senators  from  Siatea  similarly  ntuated,  in  an 
effort  to  arrest^  aafiwaa  practicable,  thht^fittta 
of  dppresrion. 

Great  i^nstice  has  been  done  to  the  small 
States,  said  Mr.  D.,  In  wlthhol^ng  fh»m  them 
their  proper  share  ot  power,  wdpit,  and  in- 
fluence, in  the  councils  of  the  nation;  more 
especially  as  it  respects  their  numerical  f<:n«e  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  while  they  have 
been  compelled  to  bear  their  nndiminished  share 
of  public  burdens.  Hie  condition  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  contrasted  with  that  of  her 
potent  neighbors,  New  York  imd  Pennsylvania, 
will  put  this  subject  in  a  strong  point  of  view. 
In  the  apportionment  of  1610,  when  the  ratio 
wss  fixed  at  S5,000,  New  Jersey  had  an  nnrep- 
resented  f^tion  of  81,223,  while  New  York 
had  a  fraction  of  8,048,  and  Pennsylvania  a 
frttetion  ot  4,778,  added  t(^ether  amounting  to 
12,816.  The  fraction  «f  New  Jersey  being 
neariy  three  times  as  great  as  that  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  together ;  while  New  York 
had  a  representation  of  27,  Pennsylvania  of  28, 
and  New  Jersey  6.  In  the  iq>portionment  of 
1820,  when  the  ratio  was  fixed  at  40,000,  New 
Jersey  had  a  fraction  of  84,551,  while  New 
York  had  a  fraction  of  8,775,  and  Pennsylvania 
of  9,449;  and  in  the  apportiooitaent  of  1880, 
aooordiog  to  the  present  bill,  with  a  ratio  of 
47,700,  New  Jersey  had  a  fraction  of  88,682, 
while  New  York  has  a  fraction  oi  9,968,  and 
Pennqrivania  (tf  12,052.  In  this  way  several 
States  have  sufferea  near^  aa  much  as  New 
Jersey,  and  the  State  of  Delaware  much  more. 
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And  shall  the  Senators  of  these  States  not  com- 
plain? Shall  they  not  inqaire  vheAer  the 
oonstitntion,  which  was  ad<^ted  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  all,  can,  when  fairlf  ooastraed, 
anthorize  sach  gross  injnstioel  And  bdng 
convinced  that  a  &ir  oonstniction  of  the  oon- 
■titotion  would  secure  to  them  a  more  equal 
representation,  shall  thej  not  avail  themsuves 
of  their  strength,  in  tlUs  hoij^  to  Hwert  amd 
obtain  their  jast  rights  ? 

By  the  Constitation  of  the  United  States,  rep- 
reeentation  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  f^>portioDed 
among  the  several  States  according  to  their 
respective  numbers.  It  is  impossible  to  com- 
ply strictly  with  t^e  terms  of  tae  coiistitntion ; 
but  it  is  Uie  duty  of  Congress  to  wproach,  as 
nearly  as  posrible,  to  a  just  apportionment  of 
representatives  as  well  as  of  taxes. 

The  plain  meaning  of  the  constitation  is,  that, 
of  whatever  number  the  popular  branch  of 
Congress  shall  consist,  it  snail  be  bo  divided, 
a^jasted,  and  iqiportioned  among  the  several 
States,  that  the  representative  strength  of  each 
State  in  that  body  shall  be,  as  its  actnd  com- 
parative strength,  measured  in  federal  numbers 
in  the  Union ;  that  the  whole  reprenentative 
population  of  the  United  States  shall  be  to  the 
whole  number  of  reprmentativea,  as  the  repre- 
sentative population  of  any  State  shall  be  to  ita 
share  of  sucji  representatives.  And  this  divi- 
rion,  ac^ostment,  or  apportionment,  cannot  be 
made  in  accordance  with  the  crauUtation,  until 
we  have  arrived  at  Uie  nearest  i)raotifl«l^ 
proximation  to  this  prin<»ple.  And  has  tiiis 
Deen  attuned  in  the  bill  before  ns  I  It  has 
not :  on  the  oontrary,  this  bill  is  a  reiteration 
and  oonUnnatioa  of  abaaea,  whidi  have  be- 
come more  oppressive  as  our  populatioa  has  in- 
creased; ana  when  the  Senators  from  the 
States,  feeling  the  oppressive  operation  of  this 
bill,  endeavor  to  amend  it,  they  are  met  with 
the  most  determined  opposition  from  the 
Senators  of  States  having  more  than  their  share 
(Nf  this  Joint  stock  of  power;  and  the  great 
Mates  seem  to  mi^e  it  a  common  oaus&  to  de- 
prive the  small  States  of  th^  proper  rights  and 
inflvmoe  in  the  House  <tf  Bepresustativea. 

"Us.  FsBLiHaHUTBEir  B^d  M  had  listened  with 
the  most  anxions  interest  and  attention  to  the 
disonauon  on  the  important  and  ezdting  qae»- 
tion  involved  in  the  amendment  propped 
t^e  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 
Every  personal  and  pc^itical  consideration 
united  to  persuade  him  in  favor  of  it  But,  sir, 
said  Mr.  F.,  after  the  best  reflection  in  my 
power  has  been  devoted  to  this  snbiect,  I  feet 
constrained  to  differ  from  those  wiui  whcon  I 
generally  a^ree,  and  to  vote  for  the  propoiition 
that  will  reject  the  amendment 

I  cannot  but  regard  tbia  amendment  as  pre- 
senting the  same  uffienltleB  which  arrested  the 
ratio  bill  of  1793.  It  is  an  endeavor  to  accom- 
plish a  more  equitable  representation,  by  bring- 
ing the  fractions  of  the  several  States  into  ac- 
ooiint ;  and  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that  the 
process  adopted  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 


Delaware  to  illustrate  his  ot^ections  to  the  bill, 
is  substantially  of  the  natnrtf  erf  the  oaknlatioBi 
which  led  the  wv  to  the  infected  bflt  of  ITM. 
My  friend  takes  tat  his  first  number  the  mgn- 
gate  pi^ulation  of  the  United  States,  amounting 
to  11,938,781 ;  and  then  states  that  as  dus 
number  is  to  the  proposed  number  of  the  House 
of  Repreaentativee,  (340,)  so  is  the  popaladai 
of  any  State  to  its  share  of  the  repreeentatioii. 
Kow,  sir,  the  first  great  mistake  in  this  rale  is 
committed  in  the  very  first  nnmber ;  that  is,  the 
population  of  the  whole  Union,  combinio^,  of 
course,  aXl  the  fractions  of  the  several  parts,  it 
constituted  the  controlling  number  to  brisg 
about  the  distribution  of  representative!  Moong 
tiie  several  States  according  to  their  re^iectin 
nnmben.  It  cannot  fiail  to  strike  the  nund  th«t 
the  constitutional  apportionment  is  based  upon 
the  federative  principle.  It  regards  not  the 
whide  twmfy-four  States  as  consolidated,  hot 
separated,  distinct,  individual.  It  is  tnie,  rir, 
the  bill  '92  invaded  another  daose  <tf  the  con- 
stitution, besides  the  one  which  is  opposed  to 
this  amendment  It  gave  to  some  of  the  States 
more  than  one  member  for  ©very  30,000  of  the 
inhabitants  of  such  States. 

But  I  hope  to  show  that  this  other  claaae 
fiowed  out  of  the  one  which  is  now  ODDnd«reil, 
and  was  its  just  corollary.  I  insist,  then,  in  tbe 
first  place,  Mr.  Prendent,  that  a  coostntctioi 
was  given  to  the  constitatioo  by  Freudoit 
Wa^ington,  in  179S,  that  settles  wdeooelndM 
tbe  present  question ;  and  it  has  reorived  tlte 
constant  acquiescence  of  tiiis  whole  Union,  at 
four  eventfiu  periods  since.  He  dtstinctl;  re- 
sisted a  procoHH  that  sul^ected  the  whole  feder^ 
numbcor  of  the  United  States  to  a  common  divi- 
sor ;  and  as  distinotiy  reqatred  the  ^pUcatita 
of  sudi  divisor  to  the  population  of  each  State. 

So  President  Washington  treated  the  snlyeet 
when  it  came  before  him,  under  -the  iropoamg 
authority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress.  Tl>e 
National  Legislature  of  that  day  had  sal^ected 
tbe  whole  population  of  the  United  Aideito* 
division  of  8p,000— the  proposed  munber  for 
each  representative ;  and  the  process  gave  130 
members,  more  members,  of  course,  than  the 
same  divisor,  when  api^ied  to  the  sepant« 
States,  would  produce ;  and  they  di^oeed  of 
the  surplus  members,  by  distributing 
among  the  States  having  the  highest  frBOtioD& 
The  bill  was  warmly  debated  in  Congress,  and 
eventually  sent  to  the  President  hy  s  t«7 
small  majority.  It  presented  to  bis  miod  a  v^ 
interesting  cftse,  and  a  very  solemn  duty.  _  He 
was  called  upon  to  give  a  practical  ezpo«li(A 
to  the  Constitution  of  tbe  United  States,  and  on 
a  branch  of  it  well  oaloulated  to  exfflte  veiy 
warmly  the  public  feeling,  pe  exaniDed  the 
act  with  the  sagacious  scrutiny  of  a  Btateanan, 
about  to  settie  a  g^eat  question  in  the 
ti<Hunent  of  political  power.  He  was  not  con- 
tent, on  finduw  one  &tal  objeotion  to  this  biU, 
to  rest  his  rejection  there,  and  return  it  to 
Congress;  he  made  his  exceptions  »  broad  as 
the  case  presented  to  him.   He  detected  tvo 
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BobstanUal  objectkna;  and  ibtt  wMeh  vtrack 
him  u  {wmnioeDt,  and  which  he  placed  in  the 
foregroand  of  hia  oommaiiioaHiNi,  was,  as  I  ap- 
preheod,  the  yery  diffioultr  into  which  the 
preseot  amendmeDt  will  bring  tu.  Withoat 
fdrtber  remark,  I  will  now  read  the  reasons 
Broad  by  Preeide&t  Waahlngton  foe  retaraing  the 
nuo  wl  witiumt  his  oonient : 

"April  6, 1792. 
*•  CfentUnun  of  the  Borne  o/ Rewetentativee : 

"  I  hare  mttnrely  considered  the  act  passed  by  the 
two  HoQses,  entitled  *  An  aet  for  tbe  apportionment 
of  represestadTea  among  the  Berenl  States  ac- 
eordiu  to  the  first  ennmeration,*  and  I  return  it  to 

J car  Hmss,  wherein  it  originated,  with  the  firflow- 
■g  objections:  IlrsL  The  constitution  has  pre- 
acnibed  that  representa^vM  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  oeveral  States  acoor^ng  to  their  respec* 
tive  omnbars;  and  there  ia  no  one  proportion  or 
dlrisor  which,  applied  to  the  respectire  nnn^teta  of 
tbe  States,  will  yliBid  tiM  raunber  and  allotmenk  of 
npreaeatrntives  proposed  by  the  IhIL  Seoond.  Tbe 
constitution  has  also  provided  that  the  number  of 
represcntatirea  shall  not  exceed  one  for  every  30,- 
000,  which  restfiction  is,  by  tbe  context,  and  by 
fair  and  obTioos  construction,  to  be  applied  to  the 
aeparate  and  respective  numbers  of  the  States,  and 
this  ba  baa  allotted  to  eight  of  the  States  more 
than  one  tat  every  80,000. 

"GEORGE  WASHINGTON." 

The  Senate  peroeire,  thon,  that  the  objections 
are  distinct  in  their  appUoatioo,  bat  that  both 
iofllsited  on  the  aame  princi|de;  that  the  States 
in  their  separate  popnlations  were  to  be  re- 
garded ;  and  It  is  farmer  worthy  of  notice  that 
the  second  objection,  instead  of  being  the  prin- 
cipal, or,  as  has  been  insisted,  the  only  sab- 
Btantiai  diffienlty  wiOi  the  Praaident,  was,  in 
trath,  only  a  jut  inferaooe  which  he  drew,  as 
he  esplicsUj  atatea,  from  the  first  oljection. 

In  presenting  the  first  objection,  the  Presi- 
dent seemed  to  eoosiderttqaitesafficient barely 
to  state  tlie  fact  of  there  ezistii^  no  one  pro- 
portion or  divisor  that  wonld  prodace  the  resolt 
of  the  bill  liefore  him.  He  enters  into  no  argu- 
ment, bat  thought  he  liad  said  enoagh  to  pro- 
dooe  ocmviction  with  any  mind.  The  debates 
that  were  had  on  this  r^ected  bill  in  the  Hoase 
of  Representatives,  confirm  the  views  wlricb  I 
had  the  honor  to  nrge.  The  representation  of 
fractions  was  then  resisted  an  oonstitctional 
groonds. 

Mr.  Madison  opposed  it  In  terms  for  this 
caose,  and  urged  the  following  cogent  oonsider- 
atioo:  *'Ton  are  oallinff  iip<u  ns  to  inrada  tbe 
ooostttation,  by  adopnng  a  pnxwss  that  will 
give  repreeentativesfor  those  several  and  distinct 
fractions  of  the  difi'Mwit  States." 

When  this  bill  was  returned,  the  Congress 
passed  a  new  bill  with  a  ratio  of  88,000,  and 
applied  that  to  the  popnlation  of  each  State : 
New  Jersey,  havhig  atthattimel79,670federal 
nnmbera,  received  by  the  bill  five  members, 
with  a  fraction  remaining  of  14,670 ;  and  the 
wtude  appmtionment  of  representatives  <m  the 
pt^nlatiim  of  that  en,  (being  8,615,920^)  left 
Vou  XL— ^ 


an  amoant  of  fractions  exceeding  160,000. 
Tet,  sir,  it  vf  as  snbmitted  to — so  in  1800 — again 
in  1810 — and  last,  in  1820,  with  increased  frac- 
tions at  each  period,  but  with  the  same  acqnies- 
cenoe  in  tbe  ooostraction  of  President  Wauiing- 
ton,  in  1792.  Mr.  President,  if  I  conld  thii^ 
this  a  debatable  point  originaUy,  such  an  adjust- 
ment of  it,  followed  by  sach  confirmation, 
wonld  prevul'to  qaiet  dl  scruples.  I  shonld 
feel  bomid  to  bow  with  respect  to  the  weight 
of  a  precedent  of  snob  commanding  authority. 
While  I  consider  the  present  bill  as  far  from 
adopting  that  jnst  ratio  which  wonld  relieve  as 
mnch  as  practicable  the  heavy  fractions  upon 
the  smaO  States,  yet  I  most,  though  with  relnc- 
tance,  vote  against  the  amendment,  because  it  is 
opposed,  in  my  Jndgment^  to  the  provisions  of 
the  constitntion,  as  expoonded  in  1792,  and 
since  approved  of. 

The  qnestion  being  then  taken  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Fobstth  to  strike  out  the  clause 
of  the  amendment  which  provides  for  the  rep- 
resentation of  fractions,  it  was  decided  in  ue 
affirmative,  as  follows : 

Tus.— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas,  Dudley,  El- 
lis, Forsyth,  Freliogbuysen,  Grundy,  Hendjicks, 
HUI,  Eane,  King,  ICarcy,  MaQgum,  Poiodexter, 
Robinson,  Buggies,  Tazewell,  'npton,  Tomlinson, 
Troup,  Tyler,  Wtdte,  WUkins— 24. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Buckner,  Cham- 
bers, Clayton,  DickeTsoo,  Ewing,  Foot,  Hayne, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Miller,  Moore,  Naudain, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Seymour,  Klsbee,  Smith,  %itagQe, 
Waggamao,  Webatei^-sa. 


Hr.  WsBsna  renuriced,  that  the  other  por- 
tion of  the  amendmeDt  tmered  by  him  was  no 
longer  of  any  ofHiseqaenoe,  and  he  wonld  irith- 
draw  it,  or  vote  agunst  its  adi^vtion.  Tbe 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Hux  moved  to  strike  ont  47^700  ttam 
the  bill,  and  insert  44,000. 

At  tlie  request  of  Mr.  Tazbwsll,  the  motion 
was  divided;  and  tiie  question  Itein^  taken  on 
the  motion  to  strike  ont,  it  was  decoded  in  the 
n^ative. 

Mr.  WiBSTBBS^heBhoaldnowToteag^nflt 
the  bill  as  a  praotkal  vUdatioii  of  tiw  oonstita- 

tion. 

The  qaestioii  bdng  <hi  arderlng  the  bill  to  a 
third  readine  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmatiTe 
hj  the  ficdlowing  vote : 

YxAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Swing,  Forsyth,  Gnmdy,  Hayne, 
Hendricks,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Mangam,  Marcy, 
Moore,  Poindexter,  RoUnson,  Rnggles,  Tazewul, 
Tipton,  Tondinscm,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilktais— 
27. 

Nays. — Mesm.  Bdl,  Bnolmer,  Chambers,  Clay- 
ton, Mdceisoa,  Foot,  Fre&^huysen,  Hill,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  MOler,  Kaodahi,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Ser- 
moor,  Slsbee,  Smith,  Bpragne,  Wanaman, 
ster— 20. 

Mr.  Bentoit,  on  giving  his  vote  in  the  affirm- 
ative,  remarked  that  he  was  much  dissatisfied 
wiOi  the  proririoBs  of  the  bill,  but  Toted  fbr  it 
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because  it  waa  neoeiBary  to  pass  it,  evea  in  this 
shape. 


TuE8DAT,  Uarch  18. 

Bank  <if      XhAtti  State*. 

Hr.  Daxlab  from  the  Select  Oommlttee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  reoew 
the  charter  of  tlie  Bank  of  the  United  States 
for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  to  take  effect  sab- 
ieqnent  to  the  ezpiradon  of  the  presoit  charter 
in  the  year  1886 ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 


TauBSDAT,  Karch  IB. 

7%4  Thrif—Bed'uetwn  0/  I>uti«i. 

Kr.  KooBs,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate as  follows: 

Kothmg,  ssdd  ]£r.  If.,  but  the  magnitude 
fhe  question,  the  deep  and  pervading  interest 
involTed  in  the  manner  of  its  final  a^ustment, 
ooold  prompt  me  to  claim  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  for  a  moment,  after  the  aue  and  elo- 
quent display  of  talent  and  argament  with 
which  th^  have  been  entertdned,  and  so  in- 
terestingly entertained,  by  gentlemen  who  have 
preceded  me.' 

But,  sir,  the  acknowledged  importance  of 
this  question  seems  to  demand  that  I  should 
not  content  myself  to  give  a  silent  vote,  and 
that  it  is  due  to  the  occasion  that  I  should  de- 
clare the  views  and  feelings  of  those  whom  I 
have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  repreeent. 

Sir,  the  citizens  of  Alabiuna  have  locked 
forww[d,  with  the  most  anzioos  wdioitade,  to 
this  seasioa  of  Oongress,  for  a  redress  of  bnr- 
dens  imposed  by  an  unjust  and  nnaathorized 
system  of  taxation. 

They  have  approached  this  body,  time  after 
time,  with  memorial  after  memorial,  and  re- 
monstrance after  remonstrance,  representing 
the  impolitic,  unwise,  and  unjust  course  pur- 
sued in  relation  to  the  tariff;  they  have  looked 
forward  to  the  period,  which  has  now  arrived, 
when  the  national  debt  is  aboat  to  he  extinct, 
as  tiie  most  favorable  era  in  our  history,  as  one 
which  could  not  fail  to  afford  relief  from  a  sys- 
tem so  galling,  minons,  and  deetmctiTe;  aa& 
shall  these  fond  anticipations  be  disjointed  f 
Will  not  the  conciliatory  terms  proposed  for  a 
compromise  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
SoaUi  Oarolinat  (Ur.  Hayitx,)  in  that  able,  con- 
vincing, and,  I  may  add,  unanswered  and  un- 
answerable argument,  and  which  have  been 
acceded  to  by  every  other  gentleman  who  has 
^oken  on  the  same  side  <n  this  question,  be 
received  in  that  amicable  and  padflo  spirit 
which  prompted  them ! 

Where,  sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  is  that  mutual  for- 
bearaooe  and  concession,  that  Cod-like  spirit, 
which  paraded  fhe  councils  of  this  nation  in  the 
formation  of  this  TTnion,  and  in  the  establishment 
of  the  federal  constitution?    Where,  sir,  is 
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that  high  and  sacred  flame  of  patriotiam,  whie^ 
when  the  opposing  and  oonfljcting  interests  (rf 
the  different  sections  of  this  Union  tbreateoed, 
yes,  sir,  awfully  threatened,  its  dismemberment, 
prompted  the  honorable  Senator  from  K«l- 
tncky  (Mr.  Clat)  to  throw  himself  in  the 
breach  to  preserve  its  integrity  I  (I  mean  the 
Missouri  question.)  Then,  the  question  vhidi 
divided  parties  was  the  slavehol^g  State^ 
and  the  non-slaveholdiDg  Statw.  Now,  it  is 
north  and  south  of  the  Potomac  Biver ;  or,  to 
my  mind,  a  more  appropriate  distinction  is,  the 
pwtion  who  receive  bounties,  and  the  portiou 
who  pay  them.  For  it  cannot  be  disguised, 
that,  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years,  the  mesiB 
imd  substance  of  the  Southern  people  have, 
under  the  tariff  exactions  and  the  internal  im- 
provement system,  been  dragged  from  them, 
for  the  benefit  of  other  sections,  in  a  current  as 
bold,  as  rapid,  and  unceasing  as  that  of  the  ma- 
jestic Mississippi ;  until  we  are  reduced  to  the 
most  wretched  state,  and  the  last  possible  point 
of  Buflbring.  Sir,  the  picture  drawn  by  other 
gentiemen  on  the  same  dde  of  thb  question 
presents  a  f^thfbl  portr^t  of  the  depressed 
condition  of  the  {^anting  and  agricultiual  in- 
terest in  Alabama,  except  indeed  in  the  latter 
there  is  a  deeper  f^oom,  if  pos^ble,  hanging 
over  this  interest.  This  unfortunate  section 
country  presents  precisely  the  counterpart  to 
that  beautiful  description  of  the  high  state  <^ 
OTosperity,  drawn  by  the  honorable  Saoator  from 
Kentucky,  of  the  condition  of  other  sectitms. 
While  I  was  charmed  b^  the  eloquence  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  in  his  vivid  descriptacm  of 
the  prosperity  of  these  the  much  fiivored  sections 
of  this  UnifHi,  I  was  appalled  and  astwished 
at  the  contrast  between  the  c<Hidition  ti  tbtea, 
and  tiie  actual  gloomy  condition  ^  the  entire 
face  of  the  country  in  my  own  much  tteloved 
State. 

From  what  source,  let  me  ask,  does  this  hi^ 
state  of  prosperity  emanate!  Not  from  natural 
advantages,  comiected  with  superior  B<nl,  cU- 
mate,  salubrious  air,  or  water ;  for  in  these  we 
believe  the  God  of  nature  has  been  as  boantifnl 
to  us  as  to  any  other  class  of  latizena  in  any 
other  quarter  of  the  globe. 

But  this  state  of  things  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
I  artificial  advantages.  It  is  much  better  tlial 
the  Eastern  and  Northern  States,  including  the 
non-^veholding  States,  should  have  tiie  power, 
for  we  deny  &e  right,  to  tax  onr  slave  labor  at 
their  own  discretion,  than  to  own  our  slaves 
themselves — and  this  is  the  advantage  they 
possess  by  a  onion  of  interest  on  this  qnestitw. 

And  what,  sir,  is  this  American  system,  in 
another  point  of  view  I  It  is  one  by  which  yon 
say  to  the  poor  man  in  his  cabin;  that  he  ^lall 
pay  an  exorbitant  tax  for  the  aalt  put  in  bis 
bread,  the  sugar  and  coffee  with  which  he  sup- 
plies a  sick  nmily,  the  ooat  which  be  wears 
himself,  the  flannels  with  whidi  he  clothes  his 
wife  and  children,  the  hats  which  cover  tbor 
heads,  hia  axe,  his  plough,  hoe,  and  other  nten- 
Bils  with  which  he  cultiratea  his  crop.  These, 
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sir,  are  "  the  rich  bleseiiu[a,"  bo  mnch  lauded 
by  the  honorable  Senator  aom.  Eentnoky,  (Mr. 
ClaTj)  and  the  eoDseqoenoe  is,  that  the  South- 
era  and  agricultural  pordoa  of  the  oountry,  the 
real  yeomanry  of  the  South,  are  made  the 

hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  for 
other  seotiona. 

I  will  not  yet  believe  but  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator and  his  friends  will  see  the  propriety  of 
relaxing  in  thia  measure,  and  making  some  con- 
cession to  the  wounded  feelings  and  just  claims 
of  the  South.  Let  me  tell  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen, that  they  will  urge  in  vain  that  this 
system  is  of  benefit  to  the  Southern  people,  and 
that  we  are  incapable  of  appreciating  its  value. 
I  hope  genQemen  will  not  longer  add  to  it^ory 
and  oppression  the  insnlt  of  sappodng  that  we 
do  nc^  understand  onr  own  Interest 

We  were  inframed  by  the  honorable  Senator, 
ia  ISMcf  as  we  have  been  now,  that  to  give 
protection  to  home  industry,  would,  in  a  few 
years,  create  competition,  and  thus  reduce  the 
price  of  articles  protected — but  one  ounce  of 
experience  on  this  sut^ect  is  worth  pounds  of 
theory.  And  experience  proves  that  these, cal- 
culations and  antioi[)ations  have  been  entirely 
Bnfonnded  and  fallacious. 

Ur,  President,  in  the  name  of  our  sacred 
Union,  I  protest  ag^nst  this  misoalled  Ameri- 
can ^stem,  whi<^  contrary  to  jnstioe^  to  the 
oonstitation  of  onr  common  coantry,  to  all  the 
sacred  rights  <^  fVeemen,  imposes  a  tax  u^on 
my  constituents,  for  the  purpose  of  enriching 
uiother  section  of  the  Union.  It  is  an  outrage, 
to  which  no  patrioUsm  can  prompt  any  people, 
doming  to  be  free,  to  sabmit,  and  which,  If 
persisted  in,  will  prove  a  hazardous  experi- 
ment, so  long  as  there  remains  one  spark  of 
that  spirit  in  the  Southern  States,  which  re- 
sisted the  onaatborlzed  taxation  of  the  mother 
country. 

Ur.  President,  in  condnding  my  remarks, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  permit  me  to  read  some 
extracts  from  a  joint  remonstrance  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  JUabama,  adopted 
vith  great  unanimity,  rir,  In  both  bnmohes,  in 
1838,  oy  way  of  showing  how  far  the  feelings 
of  the  cttizeoB  of  the  State  of  Alabama  are  m 
accordance  with  the  views  which  I  have  en- 
deavored to  declare,  as  one  of  their  representa- 
tives: 

"  The  Genecal  Assembly  of  Alabama,  alive  to  the 
rights  of  the  people  they  serve,  and  the  interest  of 
tbe  couDtrr  m  which  they  live,  (howerer  painful 
the  duty,)  feel  themselves  called  on  by  tbe  cri^  to 
protest  most  solemnly  against  the  principle  asserted 
by  the  General  Government  to  control  the  labor  of 
the  nation,  by  protecting  cert^n  branches  of  do- 
tnestic  industry  at  the  expense  of  others.  We  do 
not  complain  of  the  pover  to  ruse  revenue  or  reg- 
ulate commerce.  These  powers  are  expressly 
granted  to  preserre  tbe  existence  and  promote  the 
bannoay  and  proeperiiy  of  the  Govemmeat.  Nor 
do  we  oamj/ma  of  the  inoide&tal  protection  that 
taaj  result  from  a- well-adjusted  'tariff,*  imposed 
on  the  importation  of  forugn  goods,  with  a  view 
to  revenue  altme,  nor  yet  of  the  oecadonal  hnqnalr 
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ities  tiiat  must  attend  the  operandi  of  any  goneral 

system. 

"  It  is  not  of  these  powers  tiiat  we  compUn,  but  ft 
is  the  assertion  of  another,  and  a  very  Afferent  one. 
It  is  the  assertion  of  tbe  power  to  impose  a  duty 
on  any  article  of  foreign  commerce,  not  because  we 
want  revenue,  or  tbe  regulations  of  commerce,  as 
such  require  improvement;  but  because  we  want  to 
exclude  tbe  foreign  in  iavor  of  the  domestio  bbrie. 
This  power  is  not  granted  in  ibt  oonsthution,  and 
must  be  sustained,  if  at  ail,  by  tbe  idiable  doctrine 
of  implication ;  and,  as  it  is  not  necessary  to  the 
power  to  raise  revenue  or  regulate  commerce,  it 
cannot  be  sustained  as  an  incidental  or  Implied 
power;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  subBtantive,  distinct 
power,  resting  on  assumption,  and  fraught  with 
frightful  danger.  It  has  no  Umit  but  the  caprice  of 
those  who  assert  fts  edstence,  and  Is  necessarily 
subject  to  all  the  varying  views  of  supposed  con* 
venience,  and  the  furtive  conceits  of  expediency. 
The  unUmlted  nature  of  this  power,  and  the  dan- 
gerous purposes  to  which  it  may  be  applied,  render 
it  odious  and  uullt  to  mingle  in  human  affairs.  Its 
natural  ofl^iring  la  monopoly;  and  its  natoind  ten- 
dency is  to  divide  the  eommuBhy  Into  nabobs  and 
paupers,  to  aocumukto  overgrown  wealth  in  the 
bands  of  the  few,  and  to  extend  tbe  poverty,  tbe 
vices,  and  the  misodes  of  the  many.  This  alarm- 
ing principle  leads  to  the  union  of  the  worst  of  hu- 
man passions.  Cofudity  and  ambition,  under  its 
deleterious  influence,  administer  to  each  other,  at 
the  expense  of  the  commnnity.  Cupidity  will  bar- 
ter wortdfl  for  money;  and  unchastened  ambition 
win  filch  from  the  poor  man's  toll  •  portion  of  its 
just  reward,  to  appease  tbe  cutddity  of  the  cold, 
calculating  nAnopoiist. 

*'  Let  it  not  be  again  said,  that,  because  tbe  South- 
west and  South  send  no  agents  to  beset  tbe  members 
of  Congress,  and  have  foi£ome  to  petition  or  remon* 
strMe  in  every  vfllage,  or  to  call  a  counter  epnvm- 
tion,  they  are  so  recreant  to  duty,  as  to  aeqnlesoe 
in  tbe  proposed  oppression.  On  the  contrary,  let 
it  be  distinotiy  understood  that  Alabama,  in  com- 
mon with  the  Southern  and  Southwestern  States, 
regards  the  power  assumed  by  tbe  General  Govern- 
ment, to  control  her  internal  concerns,  by  protect- 
ing duties  beyond  tbe  fair  demands  of  the  revenue, 
as  a  palpable  uauipation  of  power  not  given  by  the 
constitution;" 

3Cr.  BiSTON,  of  Ifosonri,  next  ro8&  The 

{iresent  session  of  Congress,  aud  Ur.  B.,  was 
ookod  to  with  great  anxiety  by  the  people  of 
this  Union,  as  the  one  which  was  to  effect  ft 
large  reduction  in  the  ^nblio  revenue,  and  an 
equitable  modification  m  the  existing  tariff. 
The  people  expected  these  things  from  us ;  bat 
up  to  this  moment  they  seem  to  be  in  a  fair 
way  to  be  disappointed ;  for  no  bill  has  even 
yet  been  brought  in  to  accomplish  their  jnst 
expectations;  and  we  are  now  well  odTanoed 
in  the  fourth  montii  of  Uie  session. 

The  Preudent  of  the  Umted  States  has  oer- 
tainly  performed  his  part  His  annual  Kessage, 
received  by  na  in  the  first  week  of  December, 
contained  a  .strong  recommendation  to  this 
Congress  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of 
the  Government,  and  to  a^uat  the  duties  on 
foreign  imports  so  as  to  favor  oar  national  in- 
twest  at  home,  and  oonnteraot  adyerae  poUcgr 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBESa 

nU  Tariff— Reduction  of  Dutiet. 


Digitized  by  Google 


430 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


[Haboh,  18SZ. 


from  sbrcMid ;  and  he  showed  na,  In  the  same 
Message,  that  the  state  of  the  flnaaoee,  and  the 
state  of  the  conntrf,  required  these  things  to 
be  dcMie,  and  to  be  done  now  I  These  recom- 
maidatioDs  will  shield  the  President  from  cen- 
sure for  nMflect  in  fultng  to  bring  the  snbject 
of  the  tariff  before  us ;  and  it  ought  to  shield 
him  from  the  impntatton  of  doable  dealing  on 
that  aobjeot.  It  oof^ht  to  shield  him  from  that 
impnt^on  I  For  his  sentiments  are  plainly  ex- 
pressed, and  are,  therefore,  intelligible.  They 
are  publicly  delivered,  and  ore,  thereby,  anlver- 
sally  known.  TheyareluaocordanoewitJiaUhis 
previoiis  acta  and  words  upon  the  tariff,  and  are, 
tiierefive,  oititled  to  orecUtfor  candor  and  rincer* 
ity.  I  might  go  fbrthar,  and  say  that  his  senti- 
menta  are  in  acoordanoe  with  the  pablio  wishes 
and  tiie  public  faiterests ;  but  I  will  not  presume 
to  speak  for  a  nation  t  I  will  speak  for  myself 
alone,  and  will  say  that  the  Preddent  has  well 
expressed  my  sentiments  in  this  reotmunenda- 
tion,  such  as  I  bare  often  declared  them  to  the 
Senate  here,  and  to  my  constituents  at  home ; 
and,  this  bein^  the  case,  it  is  my  duty,  still 
more  than  my  mclinatton,  to  ddieod  these  sen- 
timents, at  this  time,  and  in  this  place,  arraigned 
as  they  have  been  on  this  floor,  and  atigmimaed 
as  ruinoua  to  the  oouotry. 

I  am  in  &vor  of  reducing  the  reranne  to  the 
wants  of  the  QoTenunent,  not  only  for  the  rea- 
•ona  which  hare  been  mentioned  by  &e  Presi- 
dent and  by  several  Senators,  but  for  another 
reason  in  addition,  and  which  pjnsenta  itself 
to  my  mind  as  a  compact  between  the  States 
and  the  Federal  GoTemment  We  all  know 
that  the  present  form  of  Grovemment  grew  ont 
of  the  weakness  of  tiie  Government  of  the  con- 
federation, and  that  the  taxing  power  was  the 
binge  upon  which  the  change  turned.  The  Oon- 
greas  of  the  confederation  had  no  power  to  tax 
ue  peoi^e  of  the  States.  It  had  no  power  over 
the  purse.  It  oould  tnHj  ask  fur  m<ney ;  and 
this  oeSx^  'foond  a  slow  -waj  to  ohtidn  it,  the 
power  of  taxing  was  ^pUed  tar.  The  States 
refused  this  power,  because  the  Oongress  might 
abuse  it,  and  levy  too  much ;  they  refused  to 
Test  the  Oongress  of  the  confederation  with 
powtf  to  levy  duties  upon  imports,  and  to  reg- 
ulate the  foreign  commerce  of  the  States,  be- 
cause they  saw  that,  in  granting  these  powers, 
they  yielded  the  unlimited  and  Tosponrible 

Sower  of  taxation,  and  left  themselves  without 
efence  agwnst  the  exactions  of  the  General 
Qovemmttit  They  resisted — they  refiued. 
To  all  the  solicitationB  of  Congress  they  turned 
a  deaf  ear,  and  were  inexorable.  For  ten  years 
thaj  held  out ;  but  the  oonvention  of  1787  In- 
serted these  two  powers  in  the  new  oonatitn- 
tion,  and  the  States,  with  faiflnite  difficulty, 
irere  induced  to  aoquiesoe ;  but  that  acquies- 
«enoe  was  the  effect,  not  of  ailments,  bat  of 
hedges  I — pledges  that  high  and  solemn  na- 
ture which  no  man  of  that  day  was  permitted 
to  believe  oould  ever  be  violated. 

I  maintain,  nr,  that  the  federal  reTmue  may 
ha  lednoed  to  the  wants  of  the  QoTvrninent,  aa 


recommended  in  the  Presidents  Ifessage^  not 
only  without  destroying  domestic  msnu&e- 
tures,  but  without  hurting  or  injuring  them 
in  the  slightest  degree.  This  ia  my  assertion  I 
The  proof  and  the  demonstration  ^iHl  follor; 
for  I  know  how  inugnifieant  it  is  to  make  bold 
assertions  without  adequate  proofb  at  band  to 
support  them.  And  here,  ur,  permit  me  to 
presnme  that  I  am  a  fHend  to  domestic  iuduft- 
try,  and  voted  for  the  tariff  of  1824  with  the 
approbation  of  my  judgment,'  and  for  that  of 
1828  with  repugnance  and  misgivings.  I  am 
a  friend  to  domestic  industry,  and  mean  to 
protect  it,  according  to  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
true  policy  of  the  country,  sanctioned  by  the 
constitution  and  by  the  prwtioe  of  the  ftamen 

the  comUtuUon.  I  will  give  protection,  as 
an  incident  to  revenne ;  and  this  is  the  kino 
protection  which  is  coevd  with  the  fonndstioa 
of  our  Govemment,  and  under  which  manoiae- 
tures  attuned  a  high  d^ree  of  importaooe 
under  the  first  twenty  years  of  its  exlHtecee ; 
and  that  without  giving  the  least  dissatisfaction 
to  any  part  of  the  Union.  As  far  back  as  the 
year  1810,  our  manufactures  had  attained  the 
annual  Talne  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  nul- 
Uons  of  dollars,  (as  we  learn  from  Ur.  GallatiD's 
report — a  report  which  ought  to  have  shielded 
1dm  from  toe  reproach  which  haa  been  east 
upon  him  beret)  and  tiiat  onder  a  Iqw  rate  of 
revffline  duties,  ranging  from  five  to  fifteen  per 
centum.  The  same  rate  of  protecUon  would 
now  produce  two  hundred  ana  forty  millions  of 
manufactures  annually— fw  our  population  is 
doubled  rinoe  1810.  But  it  is  not  desired  or 
intended,  by  any  Senators  with  whom  I  am  ac- 
quainted, to  reduce  manu&ctures  to  the  degree 
of  protection  possessed  at  that  time.  The  low- 
est  rate  proposed  by  the  anti-tariff  gentlemea 
is  double  and  treble  what  it  then  was :  and,  for 
myself^  I  shall  not  go  so  low  as  they  do. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  proof  oi  my  asserticai 
Ulat  the  revenoe  may  be  reduced  to  the  wants 
of  the  GoTenunent,  without  affecting  or  im- 
pMring  the  success fal  prcwress  of  any  manufac- 
ture. And  here  I  would  ask,  how  many,  and 
which  are  the  articles  that  require  the  present 
high  rate  of  protection  t  Certainly  not  tiie  cot- 
ton manufacture ;  for  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Cl&t,)  who  appeus  on  tiiis  floor 
as  the  leading  champion  of  domestic  manofiu^ 
turea,  and  whose  admissions  of  £sot  must  be 
condu^ve  against  his  arguments  of  theory; 
this  Senator  tells  you,  and  dwella  upon  the  dis- 
closure with  triumphant  exultation,  that  Amer- 
ican cottons  are  now  exported  to  JUda,  and  sold 
at  a  profit  in  tiie  cotton  markets  of  Canton  and 
Calcutta  I  Surely,  sir,  our  tariff  laws  of  1824 
and  1828  are  not  in  foroe  hi  B«i^  and  China. 
And  I  ^»p«al  to  idl  mankind  for  the  truth  of 
the  inference,  that  if  our  cottons  can  go  to 
these  countries,  and  be  sold  at  a  profit  without 
any  protection  at  all,  they  can  stay  at  home, 
and  be  sold  to  our  own  citizens,  without  loss, 
under  a  less  protection  than  60  and  260  ptf 
ora^oml  Onefluj^Ur.Freddflatyisaaidtoha 
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worth  a  tlioosand  theories ;  I  will  add  that  it  is 
worth  a  hundred  thoosand  speeches ;  and  this 
fact,  that  Araericaa  cottons  now  traverse  the 
one-half  of  the  ■oiroainference  of  this  globft— 
cross  the  eqainoctial  line — descend  to  the  anti- 
podes—seek foreign  cottons  on  the  doable  the- 
atre  of  British  and  Asiatic  competition,  and 
come  off  TictorioQs  from  the  contest— is  a  fall 
and  overwhelming  answer  to  all  the  speeches 
that  have  heen  made,  or  ever  can  be  made,  in 
&vor  of  high  protectiW  dnties  on  these  cottons 
at  hmoe.  The  only  effaet  of  aodh  dnties  is  to 
eat  off  oonsamption-^  create  mooopolj  at 
home — to  enable  onr  manaCactnrers  to  sell  their 
goods  higher  to  their  own  Christian  fellow-cit- 
uens,  than  to  the  pagan  worshippen  of  Fo  and 
of  Brahma  I  to  enable  the  inhabitants  <^  the 
Ganges  and  the  Burrampooter  to  wear  Ameri- 
can cottons  upon  cheaper  terms  than  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi.  And  every 
Western  citazen  knows  the  fact,  that  when 
these  shipments  of  American  oottoos  were 
making  to  the  eztremilies  of  Asia,  the  price  of 
these  same  cottons  was  actaally  raised  20  and 
25  per  cent,  ui  all  the  toTDs  of  Uie  W«t:  with 
this  farther  dlfbrenee  to  onr  pr^a^ce,  that  we 
o&n  only  pi^  for  tbem  In  money,  while  the  in- 
habitaato  of  Aria  mnkb  payment  in  the  pro- 
doets  of  their  own  comitry. 

That  is  what  the  gentleman's  admladon 
proved ;  bat  I  do  not  come  here  to  at^e  upon 
admissions,  whether  candid,  or  unguarded,  of 
the  adversary  speakers.  I  bring  my  own  facts 
and  proofe ;  and,  really,  sir,  I  have  a  mind  to 
complun  that  the  gentleman's  admission  about 
cottons  has  crippl^  the  force  of  my  ar^ment 
— ^that  it  has  weakened  its  effect,  by  letting  oat 
half  at  a  time,  and  destroyed  its  novelty,  by  an 
anticipated  revelation.  The  truth  is,  I  have 
this  &ct  (that  we  exported  domestic  cottons) 
treasnred  up  in  my  magazine  of  ailment,  and 
intended  to  produce  it  at  the  proper  time,  to 
show  that  we  exported  this  article,  not  to  Oao- 
ton  and  Oalcatta  alone,  but  to  all  quarters  of 
the  ^obe ;  not  a  few  cai^oes  only,  by  way  of 
experiment,  bat  in  great  quantities,  as  a  regnlar 
trade  to  the  amount  of  a  million  and  a  quarter 
of  dollars  annually ;  and  that,  of  this  amount, 
no  leas  than  forty  thousand  dollars'  worth  in 
tbe  year  1830  had  done  what  the  combined 
fleets  and  armies  of  the  world  could  not  do ;  it 
had  scaled  the  rock  of  Gibraltar,  penetrated  to 
tiie  heart  of  the  British  garrison,  taken  posses- 
sion oi  his  Britansie  M^esty*s  solcUera,  bonnd 
their  arms,  legs,  ai^  bocUes,  and  strutted  in 
triumph  over  me  ramparts  and  batteries  of 
that  inattaokable  fortress ;  and  now,  dr,  I  will 
use  no  more  of  the  gentleman's  admissions.  I 
win  draw  upon  my  own  resources;  and  will 
ehow  nearly  the  whole  list  of  our  domestic 
mann&ctnres  to  be  in  the  same  flourishing  con- 
dition with  cottons  actually  going  abroad  to 
seek  competition,  without  protection,  in  every 
foreign  clime,  and  contending  viotorionsly  witli 
foreign  manufactures  wherever  they  can  en- 
eounter  them.  I  read  from  the  oustom-house 


returns  of  1880— the  last  tiiat  has  been  printed. 
Listen  to  iti 

[Here  Mr.  B.  exhibited  a  table  sbowiog  the  vari- 
ous articles  of  domestic  suaufftctures  exported  to 
foreign  ooustries,  and  the  value  <^  each;  and 
among  tbese  articles        to  the  Britiah  domfn> 

iODS.] 

This  is  the  list  of  domestic  mann&otores  ex- 
ported to  foreign  eoontries.  It  eomiffehendfl 
tiie  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  tuat  long 
catalogue  oi  itena  wliidi  tiie  Senator  from 
Eentuoky  (Mr.  Olat)  read  to  us  on  the  second 
day  of  bis  discourse ;  and  shows,  the  whole  to 
be  going  abroad,  without  a  shadow  of  protec- 
tion, to  sei^  cmnpetition,  in  foreign  markets, 
with  the  foreign  goods  of^atl  the  world.  The 
list  of  articles  I  have  read,  contains  near  fifty 
varieties  of  manufactures,  (and  I  have  omitted 
many  minor  articles,)  amounting,  in  value,  to 
near  six  millions  of  dollars  I  And  now  behold 
the  diverai^  of  haman  reasoning  t  The  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  exhibits  a  list  of  articles 
mannfiujtored  in  the  United  Sttttea,  and  ai^nea 
that  the  slia^test  diminution  In  rae  enormous 
proteotion  t£ey  now  eijoy,  will  overwhelm  the 
whole  In  ruin,  and  cover  the  land  with  desolsr 
tion.  I  exhibit  the  same  list,  and  ai^e  that 
these  articles  can  bear,  without  injury,  a  veiy 
considerable  diminution.  He  says,  if  there  is 
the  least  diminution,  foreigners  will  come  here 
and  undersell  them ;  I  say  no,  because  th^ 
articles  now  go  abrwid,  and  undersell  foreign- 
ers,  in  foreign  markets,  without  a  particle  of 
protection.  This  is  the  difference  in  our  rea- 
soning, for  our  facts  are  the  same ;  and  which 
is  right,  I  leave  to  the  common  sense  of  ill  man-' 
kind  to  say. 

I  do  not  propose  to  oomment,  item  by  item, 
on  all  the  articles  oontained  in  tiiis  list  I 
have  read  it  in  detail,  and  leave  the  r^eotioas 
which  the  reading  suggests  to  the  understand- 
ings of  others.  A  few  items  only  I  will  exam> 
ine,  for  the  purpose  of  exemplifying  my  own 
opinion  of  the  tariff,  and  of  the  kind  of  modifi- 
cation it  ought  to  receive.  In  some  instances, 
the  manufacture  is  so  generally  diffused,  and 
the  price  reduced  so  low  by  domestic  competi- 
tion, that  the  duty  is  a  dead  letter,  giving  no 
preference  to  the  artisan,  adding  no  increase 
of  price  to  the  purchaser ;  and,  in  sudi  cases, 
no  practical  man  should  trouble  himself  about 
the  duty.  In  other  instances,  the  domestic 
supply  is  far  from  being  eqoal  to  tbe  ^mand ; 
l^ge  foreign  supplies  must  be  procured,  and  the 
duty  on  the  foreign  artioles  is  paid  by  the  con- 
sumer ;  in  saoh  instances,  there  ought  to  be  a 
reasonable  reduction.  In  other  iostanoes,  again, 
the  duty  enables  a  few  to  engross  the  domestic 
market,  and  to  exact  extortionate  prices,  where, 
in  fact,  no  duty  is  necessary  at  all  to  g^ve  them 
a  fair  profit ; '  and,  in  such  cases,  the  duty  shonld 
be  abolished.  In  other  instances,  the  foreign 
article  has  no  rival  or  substitato  mann&otured 
in  the  ITiuted  States ;  and,  in  such  cases,  the 
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foreign  article  shonld  be  ^eed  fVom  daty.  I 
do  not  now  travel  over  the  list  to  exemplify 
these  positions;  the  time  will  oome  for  that 
exemplification  when  we  arrive  at  the  details 
of  the  bill.  "  I  will  take  two  items  only  to  il- 
lustrate some  part  of  my  meaning,  namely,  iron 
and  salt.  The  list  shows  a  large  exportation, 
npTaTdfl  of  $800,000  worth  of  domeetio  troB. 
and  ItB  nunnfiuitDres.  Tnming  to  the  detdled 
Btatemeat  from  which  fbis  Bammsiy  list  is  ooin> 
piled,  and  we  find  this  eotrj  under  the  head  Of 
nails — 

"To  Cuba,  1,0S0,8V6  IbB.— valae  161,816." 

Kow,  sir,  let  any  peiBon  who  can  work  a 
sum  in  the  golden  role  of  three,  calculate  the 
price  of  these  nails  per  pound.  He  will  find  it 
to  be  leas  than  «x  cents ;  and  whethw  these 
exported  nails  coosisted  of  an  asaortmoit,  which 
is  most  probable,  or  were  all  of  the  lowest 
price,  which  is  imposrible  to  believe,  it  will 
turn  out  t^at  American  nmls  are  exported  for 
less  than  t^ey  are  sold  at  home :  for  it  is  incon- 
testable that  the  perale  of  the  West  pay  more 
than  ox  cents  a  ponnd  for  their  nails. 

The  list  also  contains  this  item— 

"Salt,     .      -      .      .  tsajWe." 

Tarning  to  the  deUuled  statement,  and  we 
find  that  this  salt  of  domestic  manofaotore  goes 
to  Canada,  actually  goes  into  his  Britamilo  Maj- 
esty's dominions,  where  British  salt  oomes  free 
of  duty,  and  whwe  it  has  to  contend  with  that 
sdlt,  Qpon  its  own  territory,  and  wilitoat  a  par- 
ticle of  protection.  Now,  why  not  contend 
with  it  also  at  home,  upon  our  territories,  upon 
the  same  terms}  It  can  certainly  stand  the 
competition  better  at  home  than  abroad.  Why, 
then,  does  It  want  protection  at  home?  Hr. 
President,  another  opportunity  will  present 
itself  for  going  at  large  mto  the  whole  question 
of  the  salt  tax ;  bnt  I  cannot  permit  this  oppor- 
tunity— so  forcibly  present^  by  the  actual 
view  of  American  salt  exported  to  the  British 
dominions — to  pass  by,  without  nnfdding  the 
peculiar  operation  of  the  tariff  laws  npon  this 
article  of  aniversal  and  prime  neceerity.  I  will 
xnake  a  brief  exporition  of  this  cruel  operatjon ; 
and,  first,  we  will  see  the  qoantity  and  value  of 
fondgn  salt  imported  into  the  United  States,  as 
shown  in  the  castom-hoose  returns  of  1830 : 


QHOuHtit,  mIm  and  oHm,  bw  IvtM,  (of  H  Iba^)  of  mOt 
imforttdiniotk*  VwttidStatf,M  thaytarim. 


V>lM. 

From  tbe  Swedish  Wert  IndleB, 

«,978 

t  BOO 

8 

14 

Dftnbh  West  Indtee, 

fl4,S8tt 

n 

U 

Dttteli  Weat  Indlea, 

B6,4S8 

II 

England, 

S,06834T 

w 

Bootlud, 

1,5TS 
B«,T9e 

m 

18i 

• 

Ireteod, 

11,«66 

8T^ 

■ 

Bridah  Weet  Indies, 

«a,6i8 

M 

BriUah  Amerlimn 

Colonlee.  . 

8,K6 

\jm 

401 

« 

Other  Britlah  Colo- 

nlM,  -  . 

u,8as 

i,eo 

T| 

u 

riMHM,M  tbeSied- 

lUmHMU,  - 

9,m 

[Mabob,  18IS. 


rm 

Valw. 

f* 

M, 

Tf  

Hftro,    .      -  . 

T,Me 

MB 

BMIB,  OB    IM  At- 

luntcL-  • 

elWiWU 

ea  MR 

H 

Dpaiii,  on  ua  Mooi- 

tanuflM,  • 

8a,ni 

Ul4 

14 

ffDM,     -        -  • 

ITiWfl 

■t 

uuwr  npMUHi  west 

« 

lodleM 
Fortnfal, 

flOl 

60 

'tt.au 

»i 
S 

Eml    ud  other 

Axoree, 

«,« 

Oi(|o  do  Terd  Uaade, 

su 

tm 

» 

Ital/ud'lUt^ 

%fim 

<> 

Trieate  uA  other 

Adriotle  ports,  - 

Mn 

no 

«t 

B 

Tarkoj,  Lenat,  end 

8,688 

•n 

IH 

:  : 

in 

B6 

Ml 

Colombu, 

1,000 

SOD 

H 

W 

Braill,  - 

m 

m 

It 

Weet  IndlM  gene- 

nllj,  -     -  - 

m 

Ul 

nM»{ 

In  this  list,  sir,  we  behold  the  import  price 
— ^the  first  cost — of  all  the  rariety  of  salt  import- 
ed into  the  United, States.  See  tbe  pare,  nst- 
ural,  crystallized,  sun-made  salt,  which  comes 
from  Spain,  Portugal,  France,  and  the  West 
Indies,  costing  seven,  eight,  or  nine  cents  s 
bushdL  Bee  uiat  which  oomes  frxnn  the  coasts 
and  the  islands  of  the  UediterTanean,  and  the 
head  of  tbe  Adriatic  sea,  and  which  is  cqosUy 
pure,  strong,  and  good,  costing  no  more  tbu 
three,  fonr,  five,  and  six  cents  a  bushel.  Thes 
look  at  the  price  of  this  salt  in  the  seaport 
towns,  generally  ranging  between  forty  sod 
fifty  cents  a  bushel ;  lo<^  at  the  prioe  of  tlie 
same  salt  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  when 
sold  to  the  farmer,  and  observe  this  prioe  in- 
creased to  about  one  dollar,  and  the  bushel  re- 
duced to  fifty  pounds;  observe  these  things, 
and  tell  me  the  reason  of  this  ezoesdve,  tbia 
monstrous,  this  astonishing  disprqportum  be- 
tween the  import  and  the  retail  price.  Look 
at  the  respective  prices  of  the  En^h  fire-made 
salt,  and  the  natural  son-made  salt  wfaidi 
oomes  from  twenty  other  countries,  and  tell  mo 
tbe  reason  why  that  which  cost  donUe,  and  is 
worth  but  half  as  much  as  the  other,  sells  for 
about  the  same  price  in  onr  market.  Tell  n» 
why  it  is  that  all  qualities  are  levelled,  and  aH 
prices  r^sed,  to  the  same  standard,  and  profits 
of  four  or  five  hundred  per  oentom  exacted  on 
some  descriptions  of  salt.  Sir,  I  wiU  tell  yon 
the  reasons  of  all  t^ese  enormities,  and  I  viH 

Srove  it  to  you  besides.  It  is  the  tariff  which 
oes  it  I  It  is  the  tariff,  which,  giving  birth  to 
araeeof  regratersitttheseapOTto,  and  monc^ 
olizers  in  the  Interiw,  throws  all  tlie  foreign 
salt  into  the  hands  of  one  set,  and  all  the  do- 
mestic sslt  into  the  hands  of  tbe  other ;  sod 
enables  the  two  classes  to  fix  their  own  prices 
and  to  exact  what  they  please  for  every  variety 
of  the  article,  without  regard  to  the  difference 
in  cost  or  quality. 

The  tariff  does  il^  and  this  is  the  proces :  A 
vessd  anives  finnn  Uie  dominions  of  a  fiweign 
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power  with  salt. .  Before  a  permit  can  be  o\f- 
taioed  to  imA  it  on  the  soil  of  the  United 
States,  the  dnty  matt  be  paid  in  ready  money, 
or  bond  and  aeonrity  given  to  pay  it  in  nine 
months.  If  p^d  in  ready  money,  the  interest 
for  nine  moDths  is  diacoonted ;  if  credit  is  taken, 
the  principal  and  secarities  in  the  bond  are  all 
reqnired  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
This  is  the  law.  Now  for  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  law.  The  importer  who  has  broaght 
this  salt  to  sell,  and  which  he  wishes  to  suU  at 
four,  Ave,  mz,  seren,  eight,  or  nine  cents  a 
bnahel,  did  not  bring  ^ng  with  him  spare 
ash  at  the  rate  of  ten  cento  a  bnshel,  (which 
is  the  present  duty,)  to  pay  the  American  Gov- 
ernment before  he  can  sell  his  salt  to  American 
citizens.  He,  therefore,  cwinot  pay  the  duty 
in  ready  money.  Credit  becomes  his  only  re- 
soaroe ;  and,  to  get  American  secnrities  to  his 
bond,  the  salt  mnst  l>e  sold  or  consigned  to 
American  citisens.  This  throws  the  whole  for- 
eign salt  trade  into  the  hands  of  a  few  men, 
who  make  it  their  bnsiness,  and  their  profit, 
^ther  to  security  and  teka  the  salt  to  sell, 
or  to  bay  it  at  onoe  ont  of  the  himds  of  the  im- 
porter, and  assnme  the  dnties  to  the  Govern- 
ment. And  tbis  is  the  practical  operation  of 
the  law.  Haring  all  the  salt  in  their  own 
hands,  the  next  uiinff  is  to  fix  the  price,  and 
tiiat  is  done  by  adding  the  duty  to  the  cost, 
and  putting  as  many  hundred  per  cent  as  they 
please  upon  botbf  for  their  profit,  and  4his 
brings  the  price  to  forty  or  fifty  cents.  This  is 
the  process  of  the  regrater  in  the  seaport ;  the 
monopolizer  in  the  interior  keeps  pace  with  his 
brother;  and,  between  the  two,  the  farmer 
pays  four  prices  for  his  bushel  of  salt,  and  then 
^ts  a  weighed  bnshel  of  fifty  pounds,  measur- 
ing little  more  than  half  a  busnel,  instead  of  a 
measured  bush^  weighing  from  seventy-six  to 
eighty-four  ponnida.  Snch  is  the  operation  of 
the  tariff  n^n  Hbo  price  of  salt  I  Abolish  the 
dnty,  and  introdnce  a  free  trade,  and  what 
would  be  the  consequence  I  Why,  sir,  the  im- 
porter would  never  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
regraters.  He  would  land  his  salt  without  a 
permit — without  tax — without  honi — and  sell 
It  in  the  river,  or  at  the  wharf,  to  any  one 
that  wonld  buy  it ;  or  he  would  ascend  into  the 
interior  with  it,  bartering  his  salt  with  the  farm- 
ers, against  their  provisions,  and  that  at  first 
coti,  without  duty,  or  advance  upon  cost  and 
duty.  The  manufacturer  would  have  a  fur 
price fivUie  domestic  article;  for  freight  would 
operate  as  a  protection,  and  be  equal  to  a  duty 
cn  near  twenty  cents,  and  give  a  better  profit 
npon  their  capital  than  farmers  and  planters 
are  receiving.  This  would  be  the  state  of 
our  salt  trade  if  the  dnty  was  abolished;  and 
every  interest  of  the  ftnner  requires  tiie  aboli- 
tion. 

The  West  needs  foreign  trade.  Why  else  did 
our  ancestors  struggle  under  the  Government 
of  the  confederation  to  secnre  the  tree  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi )  Why  else  did  the 
whole  West  r^oiee  at  the  acqniedtibn  of  the 


months  of  the  IGsrissippi  in  1808  ?  But  it  is 
Bud  that  the  introdnction  of  the  high  tariff  p<d- 
icy  has  not  been  ii^jurious  to  foreign  trade.  I 
think  otherwise ;  but  let  us  avoid  an  array  of 
opposite  opinions,  and  contradictory  assertions, 
which  decide  nothing,  and  produoe  no  results, 
and  let  us  have  recourse  to  the  logic  of  facta 
which  put  an  end  to  all  mistakes.  Let  us  ex- 
amine this  point  upon  evidence,  and  evidence 
of  that  character  that  no  man  may  lie  permitted 
to  dispute  it.  I  speak  of  the  evidence  of  the 
custom-hooBe  books,  and  will  take  two  periods 
which  will  exhibit  the  iiiurest  state  of  the  qnes- 
tion.  I  will  take  the  year  1816,  wldoh  was  tJie 
year  of  the  commencement  of  the  high  tariff 
policy;  and  the  year  18S0,  which  was  two 
years  after  that  system  bad  attained  ito  present 
maximum  growth.  lo  the  first  of  these  years 
the  export  of  domestic  productions  was  $64,- 
781,896;  in  the  second  it  was  $59,462,029. 
Here  is  a  decrease  of  five  millions,  when  there 
ought  to  have  been  an  increase  of  about  thirty 
millions ;  for  our  population  had  increased  one- 
third  in  the  same  time,  and  our  country  was  at 
peace  with  ^1  the  world  daring  the  whole 
period ;  and  her  foreign  oommeroe  should  have 
iteen  as  progresrive  as  her  population.  The 
^minntion  tS  foreign  trade  is  then,  in  reali^, 
about  thirty-five  millious ;  and  that  in  the  E^ort 
space  of  fourteen  years.  This  is  a  striking  view 
of  the  decline  of  foreign  trade  under  the  high 
tariff  policy ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  the  strong- 
est view  which  the  case  admits.  That  strong- 
est view  will  be  seen  in  the  dissection,  or 
analysis,  of  our  export  tr&de  for  those  years ; 
aa  operation  which  will  show  that  the  decline 
has  &llen,  not  generally  upon  all  our  exports, 
but  partially  and  exclusively  on  the  products  of 
the  earth — the  producto  of  the  South  and  West 
— while  the  exporta  of  the  Northeast  have  ac- 
tually increasea  during  the  same  period. 
Here  is  the  analysis : 

In  181S,  tlte  domestic  exports  wen 
Id  the  prodoots  of  agriculture, 
of  the  forest, 
'  of  the  sea,  - 
of  manufiwtores,  - 


In  1880,  they  were: 
In  the  prodnota  of  agiicultaref 
of  the  forest, 
of  the  sea,  • 
of  manofacturea 


$63,854,000 
f.298,000 
1,881,000 
1.955,000 

$4e,9te,m 

4,192,047 
1,726,270 
6,557,880 

Her&  ur,  is  proof  for  yon  t  Here  is  dem- 
onstration I  Hwe  is  the  lo^  of  the  exaist 
sciences  I  Here  is  the  tme  working  of  the  hUg^ 
tariff  policy  I  And  what  does  it  prove  to  yon  ? 
It  proves  that  agriculture  in  the  year  1880  is 
worth  seven  millions  less  than  in  1816,  instead 
of  being  worth  one-third,  or  seventeen  millions 
more ;  that  the  producto  of  the  forest — a  kin- 
dred product  to  agriculture — are  three  millions 
less  in  1880  than  1816,  instead  of  being  three 
millions  more;  that  the  products  of  uie  sea, 
instead  of  declining  like  the  others,  have  ao> 
tnally  advanced  near  half  a  B^(m ;  and  that 
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the  prodaots  of  the  mannfaetoriea  hsve  ad- 
Tanoed  upwards  of  threefi^  from  odq  milHon 
and  UutA-qnarten  to  rix  mulion  and  a  half  I 
TMb  Jocio  (tf  flgnres  puts  to  flight  all  the  de- 
luire  ueories  wUch  woold  eiUier  deny  the 
&Gt  of  a  declioe  in  oar  foreign  commerce,  or 
attribute  it  to  the  diminution  of  money,  and 
consequent  fall  of  prioes.  The  produce  of  the 
high  tariff  States  is  not  affected  by  those  causes. 
The  produce  of  the  sea,  namely,  fish,  oil,  whale- 
bone, and  spermaoeti^  which  goes  from  the 
high  tariff  States  in  the  Northetut,  sells  as  well 
as  ever.  The  produce  of  the  manufactories, 
too  numerous  to  be  detailed,  especially  after 
reading  a  'list  of  them  an  hour  ago,  also  goes 
from  the  same  State,  and  is  vastly  increased. 
But  the  produce  of  agriculture,  namely,  bee^ 
pork,  baooo,  flour,  grun,  cottoi^  rioe,  tobaooo, 
3bB.,  wbieb  «wa  from  the  Sonthon  and 
Western  Btatca,  is  largely  sunk  in  value ;  tlie 
produce  of  tlie  forest,  which  ^oes  principally 
from  the  same  StiUes,  and  consists  of  skins  and 
furs,  of  tar,  pitch,  rosin,  and  turpentine,  of 
staves  and  shingles,  hewn  timber,  masts,  spars, 
boards,  and  other  lumber,  has  also  sunk  in 
value.  Sir,  there  is  no  mistake  in  these  figures  I 
no  error  in  these  deductions  I  no  room  for  any 
diversity  of  opinions  I  The  high  tariff  worlu 
alike,  throughout  all  its  departments,  and  in 
every  operation,  at  home  and  abroad.  It  is 
hurtful  to  the  fanner  and  the  planter ;  it  is  ben- 
eficial to  the  fisherman  and  the  manufacturer. 
It  sheds  the  whole  of  its  benign  influenoes  upon 
the  Northeast ;  it  reserves  all  its  balefhl  effects 
for  the  South  and  West  I 

Several  speakers,  Mr.  President,  have  read 
to  us  the  aooounts  of  British  oppresnon  during 
our  colonial  vassalage.  They  have  shown  that 
we  were  allowed  to  manufacture  nothing  for 
ourselves,  and  were  compelled  to  purchase  the 
manufactures  of  the  mother  country.  This 
was  certainly  a  great  oppression  upon  the  col- 
onists, and  deserved  their  highest  resentment ; 
but  in  some  respects  the  present  state  of  trade 
between  the  West  and  the  tariff  States  is 
on  a  worse  footing  for  the  West  than  that  of 
tiw  colonic  was  with  the  motlier  cwuntiy.  In 
the  first  place,  the  oolcmiBts  bought  their  man- 
nfiuitures  from  the  mother  country  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  we  buy  from  the  high  tariff  States, 
especially  in  the  essential  articles  of  woollen 
goods.  In  the  next  place,  the  colonists  paid  in 
their  own  productions,  we  in  money.  In  the 
third,  plaoe,  the  colonists  furnished  the  raw 
materials  to  be  worked  up  iu  England,  while 
the  West  fornishes  scarcely  any  raw  material 
for  the  Northeastern  manufjsctures,  and  many 
of  them  employ  foreign  materials,  to  the  exclu- 
sioQ  of  American  materials.  We  have  a  very 
striking  instance  of  this  in  a  memorial  now 
apon  our  tables  firom  a  firm  of  flax  manufac- 
turers near  Philadelphia.  It  cont^us  this  re- 
markable sentence:  "The  manufsctures  your 
memorialists  produce  are  fh>m  foreign  flax  ex- 
dusivdy,  and  oou^t  of  dioe  threads,  tfulor's 
threads,  twineo^  and  flax  and  tow  yams  enter- 


ing into  other  manufactures,  as  checka,  liuouL 
carpeting,  patent  floor  cloth,  boot  webUng,  sm 
hdr  seating,  which  cannot  be  made  from  the 
flax  grown  in  this  oonntiy,  nt  a  quality  to  an- 
swer the  puipoeea  of  the  ooDsamers."  Now, 
under  the  <^  colonial  system,  these  maini&e- 
tnrers  would  have  been  obliged  to  use  Ameri- 
can flax,  and  to  have  pi^d  Amerioans  for  it; 
but  under  our  high  tarifi^  they  buy  the  flax 
from  abroad ;  and  the  hi^  duties  upon  all  the 
Dumufaoturee  of  flax,  as  threads  and  twine^ 
checks  and  linens,  carpetitigs  and  flow  elotiis, 
boot  webbing  and  hair  seating,  enables  them  to 
sell  the  mannfaoture  sufficiently  high  to  euabla 
them  to  buy  the  foreign  material,  and  the  peo- 
ple are  to  be  deluded  with  the  story  tfaitt  this  is 
a  domestic  manufisctory  1  The  quanti^  ot  fra^ 
eign  flax  imnorted  Into  the  United  States 
two  yearn  aner  the  tariff  of  1838,  and  remain- 
ing in  the  country  for  consumption,  was  ninety- 
rix  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-two  dfd- 
lars'  worth ;  which,  of  course,  went  hito  our 
domestic  manufactories.  It  is  the  same  thing 
with  other  articles ;  tot  our  cDstom-hronse  books 
show  an  import  of  foreign  wo(d.  nnce  t^e  tariff 
of  1824,  to  the  value  of  two  milium  serMity-two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  dt^ars ; 
of  foreign  hemp  to  tiie  value  cf  three  million 
five  hundred  aod  f6rty-one  thousand  tax  hon- 
dred  and  forty-two  dollars ;  of  foreign  indigo 
to  the  value  of  four  million  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-five  tiiousand  seven  hundred  and  dxty- 
seven  dollars ;  of  foreign  raw  Udea  to  Uw  value 
of  eleven  million  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollus;  andt^for^gn 
fbrs  to  the  value  of  two  million  sevwty-seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dinars : 
making,  in  the  whol^  an  importation  of  foreign 
materitUs,  in  five  articles  alone,  to  the  amount 
of  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  in  the  short 
space  of  six  years,  betweoi  the  years  1884  wd 
1880.  And  this  is  the  net  amoimt  which  re- 
nudned  In  the  country  for  consumption,  after 
deducting  the  re-exportations.  This  immense 
sum  has  been  to  fiveigncn^  instead  ^ 
American  oituens ;  ao  that,  in  this  reqieet,  our 
trade  with  the  NOTtheastem  manufiuitiaera  is  on 
a  far  worse  iboting  than  that  the  ocdo- 
nists  with  Great  Britain.  But  I  trust  that  this 
hardship  will  soon  be  relieved,  and  that,  in  the 
modification  of  the  tariff  at  the  present  session, 
the  fiumers  and  planters  of  the  United  States 
will  be  admitted  mto  the  benefits  of  tiie  Amer^ 
ican  system,  and  secured  in  the  domestic  sup- 
ply of  the  raw  materials  to  our  domestic  manu- 
factories. I  hope  for  this  much  i<x  the  fium< 
ers,  and  for  the  honor  of  the  syst^.  For 
nothing  can  be  more  absurd  than  to  erect  do- 
mestic manufactures  upon  foreign  materials; 
nothing  more  oontradictory  than  to  jMcdioate 
independence  for  goods  upon  depaioMiee  fbr 
materials  to  make  them  out  of ;  nt^hing  more 
iniquitous  than  to  give  to  the  mannfaohiren 
the  home  miu'ket  of  goods,  and  not  give  to  the 
farmers  the  home  mu'ket  of  raw  materials; 
nothing  more  insultiug  to  the  nwitf-rtfln^lings 
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mS  the  people,  than  to  call  such  a  one*nded  mo- 
nopoly an  Amerioan  system. 

The  West,  then,  l£r.  Presidoit,  in  oommon 
vith  all  the  agiicnutanl  portiona  of  tUa  Union, 
baa  a  deep  and  direct  interest  in  the  preserra* 
tioa  and  axlendon  of  foreign  trade.  If  ahe 
lofAed  to  her  interest  alone,  if  slie  looked  at 
fha  muetioa  nnder  the  single  aspect  of  selfish 
ben^  dn  woold  be  an  advocate  for  mxre- 
■trietad  oommerce  with  all  the  world.  She 
WHildootttiane  the  etj,  npon  which  she  went 
to  war  twen^  years  ago,  for  free  trade  and 
aailOTB*  rights  I  Bat  the  West  is  not  iadividoal 
in  her  eziBtenoe,  nor  e^tistioal  in  her  poU<7. 
She  is  a  sectional  division  of  an  extended  con- 
federacy ;  she  belongs  to  a  great  political  sys- 
tem ;  ^e  ia  sobjeot  to  a  dapUcate  fonu  of  Gov- 
ernment; and  these  conditions  impoee  npon 
her  obli^tiona,  which  neither  doty  nor  patiiot- 
ism  pami  her  to  disregard.  Her  Govenimait 
mwt  be  snppcffted,  and  that  support  requires 
reTenne ;  ow  independenoe  nrast  be  maintuo- 
«d,  and  that  independenoe  re^airea  a  hune  sap- 
pty  of  certain  articles.  Foreign  commerce  pre- 
aenta  the  most  convenient  subject  fbr  revenue, 
for  the  Bupport  of  the  Federal  Government; 
and  the  levy  of  that  revenue  may  be  made  the 
meana  of  encouraging  the  prodaotion  of  the  ee- 
aenlial  articlea  which  our  indepeadeuce  retjoirea 
to  be  made  at  home.  Hence  the  necessity  of 
qualUying  the  unlimited  freedom  of  trade, 
whieh  oar  peoaniary  interest  might  reqaire; 
and  hence,  also,  the  meaanre  of  that  qaalifica- 
tion.  And  Uiia,  Ur.  FtecAdent,  brings  me  back 
to  a  point  which  I  mentioned  befine,  and 
which,  i^n  tins  Bul^eo^  ia  the  law  and  ttie 
prophets  wttii  me :  revenue,  to  the  extent  of 
liie  C^vemment  wants ;  proteodon  as  an  ind- 
dent  to  revenue. 

Hr.  Preddent,  I  hope  I  have  been  fortnnate 
enough  to  make  myself  intelligible  to  the  Senate, 
I  certaialy  understand  mysdf^  whether  others 
do  or  not,  I  am  an  enemy  to  unnecessary  taxa- 
tion, and  mean  to  vote  for  reducing  the  revenue 
to  the  wants  of  the  Government  I  am  an 
enemy  to  a  public  debt,  to  Its  salratanoe  as  well 
as  to  ita  aludow,  and  mean  to  vote  for  relief 
tnm  the  burdens  as  well  aa  relief  from  the 
name  of  our  present  debt  I  am  a  fHend 
to  domestic  industry,  and  intend  to  give  it 
a  fair  protecUon  under  the  regular  exercise 
of  the  revenne-rusing  power.  I  am  a  friend 
to  a  indicioufl  tariff^  in  contradistinction  to  an 
iiyadidoofl,  or  a  political,  or  a  sectional  one ; 
and  mean  to  have  regara  to  every  public  in- 
terest— the  farmer  as  wdl  as  the  manufaotarer 
— tiie  oonsumer  as  well  aa  the  producer — the 
importer  aa  well  as  the  exporter,  in  a^asting 
the  future  scale  of  the  tariff  daties.  Above 
all,  I  am  a  friend  to  tiie  cultivators  of  the  earth, 
UDO.  mean  to  labor  hard  to  give  them  some 
benefit  firom  the  reduction  of  the  revenue,  in 
lowering  the  price  of  land  I  and  aboUsbing  the 
tax  on  salt  For  the  rest,  I  am  in  &vor  of  ac- 
tion, not  words.  I  am  for  going  to  work  on  the 
tariff  bill,  and  oeaenng  to  debate  on  the  tariff 


[SniATB. 

resolutions.  I  am  in  favor  of  dropping  both 
the  resolutions  before  us,  and  sending  another 
to  a  committee,  directing  that  committee  to 
bring  in  the  whole  tariff  in  <aie  bill— every  item 
now  sabject  to  duty ;  that  we  may  take  it  up 
for  dedsion,  b«^  at  the  beginning,  and  go  to 
the  end ;  altering  what  we  can  alter,  and  low- 
ing the  reaolt  to  the  people,  for  their  approve 
or  condemnation.  This  is  what  I  am  now  for; 
and  for  this  purpose,  1  now  conclude  my  speech, 
and  offer  you  a  resolntion  in  amendment,  or 
sabstitation  of  thoae  which  are  now  depending, 
(instructing  the  committee  to  which  the  sabject 
should  be  referred,  to  report  a  bill  embracing 
all  the  items  on  which  a  redactioiy  might  be 
thought  proper,  either  with  or  without  fixing 
the  rate  of  daties  on  each  article.) 
The  Sttiate  then  a^joomed. 


UoNDJkT,  March  18, 

The  Senate  ag^  proceeded  to  ooni^der  the 
following  resolutions,  sabmitted  by  Ur.  Out 
on  the  9th  January  last : 

Jtetoived,  That  the  existiog  duties  upon  articles 
imported  from  foreign  countries,  and  not  coming 
into  competitioQ  with  similar  articles  made  or  pro- 
duced within  the  United  Statea,  ought  to  be  fortl^ 
with  abolished,  except  the  dulies  upon  wines  and 
aOta,  and  that  they  oiuht  to  be  reduced. 

Retolved,  That  ttie  ^unndttee  on  nnanee  report 
a  bill  accordhi^y. 

And  Kr.  Hatkk'b  amendmmt  thereto^  |«o 
posed  on  the  16t]k  of  Jaxuiary,  viz : 

Strike  oat  all  after  the  word  "  oountriea," 
and  insert  as  follows : 

**Be  so  rednoed  that  the  amount  of  tiie  public 
revenue  shall  be  suffideat  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
GoTernment  according  to  the  present  a(»Je,  after 
^e  payment  of  the  public  debt ;  and  that,  allowing 
a  reaaonable  time  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the 
present  tiigh  duties  on  the  articles  coming  in  com- 
petition with  similar  arttoles  made  or  prodooed 
witUn  the  United  States,  the  dutiea  be  nUfanately 
equalized,  so  diat  the  duty  on  no  article  ahall,  as 
comparad  with  the  value  of  that  artielej  vary  ma- 
terUdly  from  the  general  average." 

Hr.  Hi.THB  then  called  for  a  dividon  of  the 
qaeation ;  and  the  vote  waaflrst taken  on  strik- 
ing oat  all  of  the  ori^nal  resolution  after  the 
word  ".fisstf/flsd,"  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  nega- 
tived, as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  For- 

Sth,  Orundy,  Hayne,  HIU,  Kane,  King,  Hiller, 
oore,  Poindexter,  Robinson,  Smith,  Troup,  Tyler, 
White— 18. 

NAn.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clay,  Clayton, 
IHckerson,  Dudley,  Swing,  Foot,  Frelhighnysen, 
Hendricks,  Holmea,  Johnston,  Enigbt,  Marey,  Pren* 
tlss,  Bobuns,  Seymour,  abbee,  ^ic^^e,  Tipton, 
Tomllnson,  Wsg^man,  WUkins— 8S. 

The  President  dedared  that  tbe  amendment 
of  Mr.  EUtsb  waa  r^eoted,  and  the  original 
resolution  adopted. 
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TmuT,  Hanh  20. 
Land  Grant  ta  Mimouri. 

ICr.  Bkitton  asked  sod  obtained  leave  to  1d- 
trodace  a  bt]l  grantiDe  to  the  State  of  iKsBotiri 
fire  hundred  thoneaQd  acres  of  the  pnblio  lands, 
for  the  porpoMof  internal  improTeaaent  within 
thai  StiOe;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
leooid  reading. 


WiDintaDi.T,  March  31. 

Land  Onmt  to  Louuiana. 

The  fi>ltowing  resolatiim  was  snbmitted  by^ 
Mr.  Wxaouuir : 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  oo  Roads  and  Canals 
bo  Instnicted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieaey  of 
mntiDg  to  tlw  State  of  Louiaiana  500,000  aeree  of 
ue  public  land,  to  aid  the  said  State  in  kee^ng 
open  the  watercourses  oommaaioating  with  the 
Usdsdppi,  and  for  stiiA  otiier  ol^ecta  as  maj  be 
considered  of  pablie  otiUty, 

Land  Chant  to  Mimmppi. 
Mr.  PomoBXTiR  offered  a  resolation  of  in- 
quirer relative  to  a  grant  of  600,000  acres  of 
land  to  the  State  of  Hisusuppi,  for  porposea  of 
internal  improvement. 


Thubbdat,  Uaroh 

Th«  Tariff—Mr.  Wilhitu?  Amendment. 

Mr.  WiLKiNB  then  submitted  the  following 
amendment  to  the  resolation : 

Strike  ont  all  after  the  word  forthwith,  and 
insert  the  following :  "  so  far  reduced,  or  alto- 
gether abolished,  as  to  bring  down  Uie  amonnt 
of  the  public  revenue  to  a  sum  sufficient  to  de- 
ihqr  the  ordinar/  expendibires  of  the  Govern- 
ment, after  Uie  n»oaait  of  the  national  debt, 
as  pronowd  in  the  late  report  of  the  Seoretvy 
of  tiie  TreaaniT,  and  withont  a  view  to  a  sur- 
plns  revenue,  or  for  distribution,  having  ant^ 
regard  as  they  may  deem  expedient  to  such  an 
ultimate  equalization  of  duties  as  will  render 
them  efficient  for  the  purpose  of  their  imposi- 
tion." 

Mr.  WiLxiiie  said  it  was  conceded  that 
the  revenue  must  be  reduced  in  conseauenoe  of 
the  approaching  extinction  of  the  public  debt ; 
and  the  question  was,  in  what  manner  tlie 
duties  should  be  spread  over  the  various 
articles  of  imports.  He  was  not  willing  to 
concede,  in  arranging  the  dotieB,  the  principle 
of  protection.  However  erroneous  the  I^da- 
tion  of  the  country  m»7  have  been,  which  led 
to  the  present  posture  of  its  industry,  he  was 
opposed  to  the  abandonmoit  of  that  system. 
He  did  not  deem  it  consistent  with  pnblio  ftitb 
to  withdraw  from  numnfiacturesthat  protection 
tmder  which  they  had  grown  up.  He  was 
willing,  however,  to  conciliate  the  interests  op- 
posed to  this  system,  and  for  that  porpoae  he 


had  prepared  his  amendment,  and  ihoold  o^ 
two  res(dutioiui|  which  be  reu  as  foOows : 

Jtatolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requeued 
to  report  to  the  Senate  the  laws  and  conroercitl 
regulations  of  foreign  eountriaa  in  relation  to  dntiea 
on  imports,  and  the  bounties  and  other  regnlatiou 
for  the  encouragement  of  exports,  whiefa  fai  asy 
manner  tend.  In  Ibeir  eftot  and  opetaddta,  to  conif 
taraet  the  dntiea  now  Impoeed  by  law  on  their  im- 
portatioo  Into  the  United  Sutes,  as  far  as  tbm  ny 
have  been  received  at  the  department,  slnoe  ue  n- 
ceipt  of  those  published  by  order  <tf  Congreaa. 

JUtetvd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treararj  be 
requested  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  present  cred* 
its  on  duUes  on  imports ;  and  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  tiie  sradoal  redoeuon  theiec^ 
to  what  extent,  and  at  what  time.  Also,  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  making  soeb  alterations  la 
the  existing  laws,  as  to  provide  for  the  aseeasment 
of  ad  valorem  duties,  according  to  a  valaatioa  of 
imported  articles  In  the  port  or  pUc«  of  unporta- 
tioQ ;  and,  also,  to  report  whether  any,  or  wlwt  ■!■ 
teraUoas  onght  to  be  made  hi  the  law  hnpoiiog  d» 
tiea  on  non-«nnmeraied  artMca  of  ImportadoD,  as 
as  effeelnally  to  prevent  frauds,  and  the  evaaieo  of 
the  payment  of  the  duties. 

Mr.  HiTtTi  inquired  of  Mr.  MftuasB  whether 
he  understood  him,  correctly,  as  proposing  only 
to  repeal  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  articles, 
leaving  the  protected  articles  ontootdied.  Snch 
wonld  certainly  be  the  effect  of  hJiamendmral^ 
which  touches  none  but  the  articles  comioc 
into  oompetition  with  those  made  or  raodnoed 
in  the  United  States ;  and  how  a  reduction  of 
the  duties  on  them,  amoonting,  in  the  whole,  to 
no  more  than  eeven  millions  of  dollars,  could 
reduce  the  revenue  to  a  sum  snflSoient  merely 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  was 
more  than  he  could  understand,  unleas  the  ex- 
penses were  to  be  enormonsly  increased. 

Kr.  WiLKiirB  supposed  that  the  reading  of  the 
resolutions,  with  whidi  he  proposed  to  accom- 
pany his  amendment  wonla  haro  satisfied  the 
gentieroau  trom  South  Carolina  u  to  the  extent 
of  reduction  to  which  he  was  willing  to  sa 
If,  by  any  change  of  our  commercial  regua* 
tions,  and  the  present  modeof  collectingdntio^ 
an  equivalent  could  be  ^ven  to  the  manafac- 
turer,  he  wonld  be  willing  to  reduce  the  duties 
on  the  tariff  articles  to  tiiat  extent.  A  Iwne- 
ficial  change  could  also  be  made  in  tiie  imposts 
on  what  are  denominated  non-enumerated  ar- 
ticles ;  and,  also,  In  the  valtiation  of  imported 
goods.  By  assessing  the  duties  in  proportion 
to  the  value  of  the  g^ods  in  the  United  States, 
instead  of  their  value  at  the  foreign  port,  a 
material  beneUt  would  result  to  the  American 
mannfaotorer,  and  firauda  oa  the  revenoe 
woold  be  lessened.  "With  theae  changes,  he 
thought  some  reduction  of  duties  mi^^t  w  made 
on  the  tariff  articles,  without  operating  to  the 
iqjory  of  domestic  industry. 

Mr.  Olat  made  some  remarks  in  oppositicm 
to  the  amendment  If  any  thing  was  to  be 
done  this  session,  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  it 
must  be  done  without  Uie  very  long  delay  which 
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the  adoption  of  the  resolotions  would  occasioo, 
unless  the  session  shoald  be  extended  throagh 
the  jear.  The  ameodment,  by  itself,  would  not 
effect  any  object  which  the  gentleman  had  in 
view.  After  all,  there  was  bat  one  qnestlon  to 
be  decided — whether  we  were  to  retiuo  the  pro- 
tective principle  or  not  Afterwards  the  qaes- 
tlon  wottld  aiise.  on  what  protected  articles  a 
ndnctlMi  could  be  made.  It  was  diflSoalt  to  say 
a  priori  what  ihonld  be  the  predae  rednetion 
of  duties  on  an  arttoles.  If  we  rednoe  m 
abolish  tiie  daties  on  nnprotected  arUcles,  at 
this  session,  to  the  extent  of  seven  mUlions,  and 
leave  the  protected  class  of  daties  untouched 
till  the  next  season,  we  shoold  probably  go  far 
enough,  thoDgh  not  so  far  as  he  was  willing  to 
go.  Bat  the  adoption  of  the  gentleman's  prop- 
osition would  inevitably  prevent  the  posrioility 
of  effeodng  any  redaction  whatever  at  tiiis  ses- 
non. 

Mr.  Maxot  aaid  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into 
the  discussion  of  the  general  subject  of  the 
tariff,  bat  to  ezplidn  hia  views  in  giving  the 
vote  which  he  had  given,  fbr  not  striking  oat 
the  resohitioa  of  tiie  Senator  ftom  Kentocky. 
He  had  voted  against  striking  oat,  because  he 
did  not  approve  of  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  to  be  in- 
serted in  lien  thereof ;  but  he  did  not  intend  by 
the  vote  he  had  given  to  express  his  approval 
of  the  entire  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  He  felt  disposed  to  concur  with 
him  iu  a  part  of  it.  So  far  as  it  went  to  remove 
the  duties  on  non-protected  articles,  as  tliey 
had  l>een  called,  which  are  objects  of  common 
consamptioB — articles  which  all  classes  and 
conditions  of  oar  citizens  are  in  the  habit  of 
anag,  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  give  it  his 
snpport  But  the  resolntion  was  general  in  its 
operations  upon  non-protected  articles ;  it  pro- 
poses to  take  off  the  daties  on  such  as  are  con- 
sumed only  by  the  rich  and  luxnrioas.  He 
should,  flicffefore,  when  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Willkins) 
shonld  he  disposed  o^  propose  an  amendment, 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  retain  a  duty, 
hot  less  than  that  now  imposed,  on  articles 
usually  denominated  luxuries,  as  well  as  on 
wines  and  silks.  He  was  aware,  he  s^d,  that 
the  dnty  whidi  he  wished  to  ret^  on  these 
artifllea,  might  not  be  indispensably  neoesauy 
fas  the  parpose  of  revenue,  but  there  were 
reasons  very  saffident  to  his  mind  for  retaining 
them.  The  abolition  of  all  daties  on  articles  of 
loxnzy,  while,  for  the  parpose  of  protection, 
duties  were  continued  on  articles  which  were 
ctmaumed  by  the  less  wealthy  and  the  laboring 
classes  of  oar  citJzena,  was  wrong  in  principle, 
and  woold  strengthen  the  opposition  to  the 
policy  of  protection;  it  would  furnish  another 
ground  of  attack  upon  it.  As  a  friend  of  pro- 
tection, he  felt  unwilling  to  do  any  thing  that 
would  strengthen  the  hands  of  those  who  would 
destroy  it  ^together.  He  would  confess,  for 
hfansel^  he  felt  somewhat  alarmed  for  the  suety 
of  the  protecting  policy,  and  he  thonght  Its 


Abends  had  much  to  do  to  save  it  from  utter 

Sroatration.  He  thought  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  was  mistaken  in  the  extent  of  the 
conqnests  the  protecting  policy  had  made  over 
the  opposition  to  it  That  opposition  was  ex- 
tensive and  strong ;  and  unless  something  was 
done  by  the  friends  of  protection  to  remove  or 
disarm  it,  he  feared  it  would  ere  long  prevaiL 
If  we  proceed  no  farther  than  tile  reeolnHon 
under  oonsidersUon  proposes  to  go,  we  shall 
leave  more  disoontent  in  the  oountry  when  we 
adjourn,  than  there  was  when  Oongress  first 
met.  The  resolution  proposee  partial  legisla- 
tion— ^it  left  ontonched  the  duties  on  protected 
articles.  The  whole  tariff  required  revision, 
and  there  was  no  good  reason  fbr  not  making 
it  at  this  time.  No  Senator  had  spoken  on 
this  subject,  who  has  not  admitted  that  the 

f resent  law,  laying  dutiee,  is  very  defective, 
t  has  been  repeatedly  alleged  here  that  it  was 
made  by  the  enemies  of  the  protecting  system, 
and  made  as  bad  as  Itcoold  be,and  then  forced 
upon  the  friends  of  that  system.  If  this  be  so, 
we  ought  not  to  shrink  mm  a  reriew  ot  it,  for 
the  puTpose  ot  removing  the  acknowledged  im- 
perfections, and  introdomng  such  improvements 
as  are  necessary  to  preserve  protecnon  and  ap- 
pease discontent  He  was,  he  said,  opposed  to 
legislating  piecemeal  on  the  subject  If  the 
duties  on  non-protected  articles  were  removed 
now,  the  duties  on  the  protected  articles,  which 
were  the  grounds  of  complaint,  would  remun 
unacted  on.  He  was  for  having  the  whole  sub- 
ject seat  to  a  committee,  and  he  bad  expected 
some  Senator  would  have  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  accomplish  this  end;  but  finding  the 
other  day,  when  we  were  about  to  pass  finally 
on  the  resolution,  no  such  modification  was 
proposed,  he  had  prepared  one,  which  would 
open  the  whole  subject  to  the  oommittee.  At 
the  end  of  the  first  resolution  of  the  Senator 
fW)m  Kentucky  (which  proposes  to  abolish 
forthwith  the  duty  on  non-proteoted  articles, 
except  wines  and  silks,  ana  to  reduce  it  on 
them)  he  would  add  the  following :  And  that 
the  duties  on  articles  imported  into  the  TToited 
States,  nmilar  to  such  as  are  made  or  produced 
tiierein,  ought  to  be  bo  graduated  as  not  to  ex- 
clade  such  foreign  articles  from  coming  into 
competition  in  our  mu'kets  with  those  made 
and  produced  in  the  UMted  States ;  bat  to  es- 
tablish the  competition  on  socAi  terma  as  shaH 
give  a  reasonable  encooragraoent  uid  proteo- 
non  to  the  manufactures  and  [nodaots  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  WiLKiNS  spoke  In  reply  to  the  Senators 
from  Miune  and  Kentucky.  He  thought  it 
perfectly  practicable  to  review  and  arrange  the 
whole  system  at  this  sesnon.  He  wished  to 
have  the  inqniry  made,  whether,  by  a  change 
fh  commercial  regulations,  an  equivalent  can 
be  afforded  to  the  manufacturers  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  duties  on  protected  articles.  He 
did  not  pretend  to  say  how  Ur  this  purpose 
would  be  effected  by  aboUdilng  ormits  on 
duties,  and  by  the  adoption  of  another  valnft* 
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tion  sjstttu;  but  theM  regal&tioiu,  as  thej 
ezut,  certainly  have  an  nnfavoraUe  bearing 
npoa  tfae  protected  ioterests.  He  would  not 
abamdoa  the  iTiteiii,  fiir  he  oonadwed  it  u 
eonidtational  and  entedioiL  But  he  would 
yield  mneh  for  the  aan  of  hATing  the  mbject 
•etUed  at  onoe^  and  foroTer,  He  was  not  afraid 
of  the  delaj  growing  out  of  his  amendment.  It 
would  have  a  great  effect.  luquiiies  had  been 
■et  on  foot  the  Treasury  Department,  which 
would  result  in  very  important  informaUwL 

Mr.  Tazewell  said  that,  in  effect,  there  were 
three  disUnot  pr<^KMitions  onder  conaiderationf 
and  it  w«a  neoesaaiy  to  compare  theae  with 
each  other,  before  auj  oorrectopiid^on  could  be 
formed  as  to  the  propriefy  of  adopting  either. 
It  waa  true  tiittt  uie  Senator  from  Kew  York 
(Mr.  Mabot)  had  not  yet  prewnted  his  scheme 
in  form ;  bat  as  he  had  read  hia  reeolutions  in 
his  plaoe,  and  had  aniKmnoed  his  purpose  of 
offering  them  as  a  substitute  for  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Penneylva- 
nia,  Qb.  WiLKue,)  if  the  latter  should  be  re- 
jected, the  Senate  waa  so  compelled  to  eoundw 
this  pn^ect  in  deciding  upon  the  propriety  of 
adopting  either  of  the  others. 

Comparing  these  thi«e  schemes  according  to 
the  grammarian's  mode,  he  would  say  that  Uiat 
of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  was  in  the 
positive  degree,  and  was  simply  bad ;  that  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat)  was  in 
the  oomparatiTe^  and  was  worse;  and  that  of 
tiie  Senidor  tnm  New  Toric  was  in  the  soper- 
latiTfl,  and  was  the  wont  ot  ilL  Or,  if  gen- 
tlemen pleased  to  reverse  tliis  oomparuon,  be 
would  say  that  the  New  York  project  was  poid- 
tively  bad,  the  Kentucky  project  oomparativdy 
better,  and  that  of  Pennsylvania  was  the  best 
of  all  of  them,  although,  for  himself^  he  must 
si^  that  bad  was  this  best  Therefore,  if  he 
waa  bound  to  take  one  of  these  bittor  potions, 
be  shoold  be  compiled  to  take  the  last  as  that 
which  was  the  least  disagreeable. 

All  these  several  plans  propose  to  redaoe  the 
amount  of  the  future  revenue  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  qoestioa  was,  bow  mnofa  I  To 
this  qnestion  the  Sraator  from  Pennsylvania 
answer^  to  the  measure  of  the  or^ary  ex- 
poises  of  the  Govenunent,  so  as  to  leave  no 
•nrplns  in  the  TreasniT,  to  become  hereafter 
the  subject  of  scufiBe  and  scramble ;  and  this  he 
announces  in  the  twots  of  his  amendment  itself 
without  qualification  or  reserve.  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  aud  the  same  thing  in  his  aiKo- 
ment,  but  he  does  not  express  it  in  his  resoln- 
tion ;  and  he  qualified  the  declaration  made  by 
him,  by  saying  aft«-wards  that  his  scheme  of 
reduction  would  be  limited  by  that  protection. 
Give  him  adequate  protection  for  manufiactoreB, 
and  he  announced  distinctly  his  perfect  willing- 
ness to  rednce  the  amount  of  the  revenue  Ht 
any  ^oiut  which  the  most  moderate  would  pro- 
pose. To  use  his  own  strung  language,  in  that 
case,  he  would  not  be  "ootbramea"  by  any 
one.  But  adequate  proteotioa  m  must  ai:^ 
would  xet^o,  even  if  the  preaerratfoiL  <tf  anoh 
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protection  shall  bring  more  revenue  into  the 
Treasury  than  the  ordinuy  expenses  of  tiie 
Government  required.  It  is  obvious,  then,  that 
tiie  expressed  and  nnqoalified  prapontaon  of  the 
Senator  team  Pennsylvania  is  bettw  than  tUa. 

So  fiw  as  they  regard  the  revenae  derivable 
from  what  are  called  the  duties  on  nnproteoted 
articles,  both  the  Senators  from  Penn^lvsiua 
and  Kentucky  concur  in  propoung  the  total 
abolition  of  ul  these  duties,  except  those  im- 
posed on  wines  and  silks.  In  this  respect,  tbeo, 
their  schemes  are  similar.  But  that  of  tha 
Senator  from  Kew  York  tUffers  from  each  cS 
tiiem  in  this :  hcL  although  in  favor  of  a  dim- 
inution of  the  duties  imposed  npoa  some  of 
these  unprotected  articles,  is  for  retaining  all 
the  duties  imposed  npon  others,  which  he 
called  luxuries.  His  reason,  too^  for  this,  de- 
serves some  notioe.  He  tells  the  Senate  tbst, 
if  they  repeal  the  taxes  which  are  now  inw 
posed  upon  articles  cmsumed  by  the  rMi  oalj, 
the  tariff  policy  will  become  man  odious  tb» 
it  now  is.  Therefore,  for  the  porpoee  vi  in- 
serving  the  Amerieutfyitemin  gooa  odor  with 
the  pe<^le,  they  must  retain  ^e  dnties  upon 
luxuries,  and  oontinoe  the  burdens  unneoeasarily 
imposed  npon  the  rich,  lest  the  poor,  (I  b<g 
pardon  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennqrlvaoia, 
who  has  told  us  that  there  were  no  po<u-  in  this 
country,)  lest  the  less  wealthy,  (to  use  hii 
phrasej  should  complain  more  loadb^  than  they 
now  begin  to  do  w  the  grievous  uiqiodti<ns 
upon  thi^  cmnforta  ana  neoessariea.  The 
S«iat4M>  from  New  York  is  nnwilling,  then,  to 
rednoe  the  revenne  even  to  the  extent  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentu(^. 

The  Senator,  with  his  accustomed  frankness 
told  the  Senate  that  the  reTenne,  if  reduced  to 
the  full  extent  of  his  scheme,  by  abolishing  sD 
the  duties  imposed  upon  m  the  unprotected 
articles,  would  still,  be  fearod,  amount  tost 
least  eighteen  millions,  three  millioos  more 
than  the  Treasury  report  states  to  be  requiute 
to  satiny  the  utmost  wants  of  the  Government. 
But  he  could  not  sfree  to  rednoe  if mwe  st 
present,  because  he  uiould  then  be  oompsUed 
to  diminish  the  neoessary  [miteotion  required 
for  the  support  of  his  fkvmito  system,  which 
he  was  not  disposed  now  to  do. .  The  Senator 
from  New  York  proposes,  however,  to  retua  s 
large  portion  of  even  these  duties,  which  both 
the  ouier  Senators  are  wiUina  to  aboliah,  uid 
this  with  a  distinct  knowledge  that  such  a 
proposition  must  neoeesarily  angment  the  amooat 
of  revenue,  and  so  increase  the  quantum  of  the 
surplus  "  spoil,"  to  be  hweafter  distribotad  in 
some  form  or  other. 

Of  all  the  evils,  sud  Mr.  T.,  which  in  his 
judgment  were  most  to  be  depreciUed  in  this 
country,  was  the  accnmulation  of  soiplnses  in 
the  Treasury.  Its  efibots  must  be  either  to 
transform  this  Government  into  a  monstwof 
wanton  and  bloat«d  extravagance,  or  to  gaitx- 
ate  new  fends  and  differences  between  the 
States  as  to  the  mode  distrlbnting  it  Either 
result  would  be  equally  destrootive    the  UnioD 
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of  the  States,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
For  one,  therefore,  he  shonld  ever  sapport  that 
Boheme  of  finance  whicb  promised  to  produce  as 
little  as  possible  be^nd  the  aetoal  exigencies 
of  the  OovemmeDt ;  and,  in  oar  present  con- 
dition, the  public  debt  being  discharged,  he 
iroald  prefer  even  a  defldt  to  an  ezoesa  of 
reTome. 

The  striking  diflbrence  which  he  had  stated 
was  neither  the  sole  nor  ^e  least  dis^ilitnde 
lieti^aeik  the  three  several  projects  he  was  then 
examinii^,  stud  Mr.  T.  The;^  differ  from  each 
other  even  more  in  the  manner  than  in  die 
measnre  of  redaction.  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
eylvania,  while  agreeii^  with  the  two  other 
Senators,  in  his  aeterniination  of  preserving 
unimpaired  the  aotoal  iHotection  to  manufac- 
tures, is,  nevertheless,  willing  to  commute  it  for 
other  equivalents  of  as  mnoh  poteney,  if  these 
shall  be  oonsidered  as  more  aooeptable.  He 
anDOonces  three  Afferent  plans :  the  pajrment 
!n  eaAot^  dnfiea imposed  upon for^gn  arti- 
dea  whieh  oiter  hto  oompetitioii  -with  cor 
domestlo  moan&otarea ;  a  scheme  of  warehous- 
ing saoh  imported  articles ;  and  a  new  mode 
of  ascertaining  tiieir  valne  hj  appr^sements  to 
be  made  at  the  plaee  of  impor^non.  And  he 
tells  the  Senate  tiiat,  whatever  of  protection  tiie 
adoption  of  ^1  or  of  anj  cf  the  different  schemes 
mar  be  oonsidered  as  worth,  that  amount  he  is 
willing  to  deduct  from  tlie  amount  of  the  pres- 
ent duties  for  eocooragement.  Thus  diminish- 
ing more  the  receipt  of  surploa  revenue, 
while  preserving  existing  pTotection;  and  hold- 
ing oat  some  other  advantages  whidi  seem  to 
me  to  be  w«U  woarthv  of  Au^r  examination. 
The  Senatm  from  Ktetnc^  and  New  Twk, 
however,  are  neithw  of  them  willing  to  touch 
tlie  [ffeaent  ^fstem  ot  fotrteetioD,  in  an;^  mode 
whatever. 

Bo&r  as  the  dutres  on  the  unprotected  arti- 
elee  are  oonoemed,  both  the  Senators  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky  are  willing  to 
abolish  them  altc^tiier,  with  l^e  exception  of 
wines  uid  rilks;  bat  the  Senator  teoin  New 
York  says  no,  most  oi  these  duties  are  imposed 
upon  Inxuries,  and  although  th^  are  not  re- 
qmred  for  either  revenue  or  protection,  yet,  if 
yon  disburden  the  rich,  while  you  oontinne  to 
oppress  the  less  wealthy,  you  will  surely  make 
your  American  qratem  more  odious  than  It  now 
IS,  and  wffl  BO  endanger  its  Aitareftteu  There- 
fore, keep  such  dunes  on,  although  tliey  are 
not  wanted.  So  far  as  the  pnrtectii^  dotlee 
are  eonoem^  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
is  willing  to  eommute  them  for  satisfiactory 
equivalents,  to  i>e  famished  by  a  system  of 
commercial  rwdationa,  which,  having  no  regard 
to  revenue,  will  necessarily  diminish  the  ride  of 
a  onrplns  in  the  Treasury.  The  Senator  from 
EMitaoky  is  unwilling  to  adopt  this  course 
now,  ftom  no  indisposition  to  attain  its  objects, 
if  I  understand  him  cwreetly,  bat  frcnn  an  nn- 
wilUng&eas  to  distorb  the  protecting  policy  in 
any  way  at  Uns  time.  For  be  dedarea  hb  de- 
rive to  redooB  the  dnltes  of  protection  hereafter, 


in  all  oases  where  they  give  more  than  reasona- 
ble encouragement  to  the  manufacturing  indus- 
try, if  any  such  there  are.  Bat  the  Senator 
from  New  Tork  announces  his  determination, 
not  merely  to  preserve  the  present  system,  so 
far  as  it  gives  a  reasonable  encouragement  to 
this  branch  of  industry,  bat  never  to  permit 
any  rival  forngn  oommodi^  to  enter  into  com- 
petition with  the  home-nude  article,  except 
under  ciroamstanoea  giving  advantage  in  the 
competition  to  the  home  mannfactnrer.  This, 
in  effect,  is  to  give  a  monopoly  of  the  home 
market  to  the  home  mauafiBoturer,  to  the  extent 
of  the  supply  he  is  about  to  m^e ;  and  then 
lets  ip  the  foreign  commodity  at  an  increased 
price  to  the  oonsumer,  which,  while  it  mast 
oppress  him,  is  neither  required  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Government,  nor  to  protect 
the  mannf^oring  industry.  It  is,  therefore, 
an  oppressive  burden,  wantonly  imposed, 
without  any  otiier  object  than  to  aecnmiUate  a 
Borplos  in  UM  l^easoiy. 

In  this  view  <tf  the  sul^Ject,  said  Mr.  T„ 
altiiongfa  I  do  not  l^^>rove  ot  the  eoheme  of 
the  Sttiator  from  Pennsylvania,  yet  it  seems 
to  he  so  &r  preferable  to  both  the  others, 
that  I  shall  ^ve  it  my  support  at  present 
What  may  be  the  vote  I  may  ^ve,  if  the 
amet^ment  obtains,  it  will  be  tune  enough 
hereafter  to  state. 

Mr,  Hbetdbioks  rose  to  Inqaire  of  the  Chair, 
if  it  would  now  be  in  order  to  move  to  refer 
the  whole  subject,  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  and  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  PransyWania,  to  we  of 
the  ending  Oommitteea  of  the  Senate ;  and 
being  infbrraed  by  the  Preridoit  that  it  wonld 
be  in  wdn*,  he  proceeded,  and  said : 

It  was  then  ms  puipose,  before  resuming  his 
seat,  and  after  he  sbomd  have  made  a  very  few 
observations,  to  move  a  reference  of  the  whole 
snbject  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  It 
must  now  be  obvious,  sud  Mr.  H.,  that  the 
fbrtJier-we  progress  in  the  discussion  of  these 
abstract  resolutions,  the  greater  will  be  our  diffi* 
culties ;  and  the  less  pn^table  it  is  that  we  shall 
ever  agree  on  any  thing.  These  resolntiona 
have  Men  before  the  Senate  more  than  two 
months.  And  surely  no  member  of  the  body 
can  eitfertun  the  opinion  that  we  are  in  the 
least  degree  qi^oadiing  nnanin^y ;  bnt  that^ 
on  the  oontrary,  we  are  ftirtber  apart  now  than 
when  we  began :  and,  indeed,  tiie  amendment 
reoent^  immosed,  eq>eoiaUy  in  comeotifm  witii. 
other  amenunents  suggested,  seem  to  be  pro- 
ducing a  degree  of  ocmm^n,  and  a  greater  di- 
versity of  opinion,  than  has  been  manifested  in 
any  previous  stage  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  H.  then  moved  that  the  whole  su^eot, 
both  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  amendmente  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Knre  sud :  Mr.  President,  it  is  my  design 
to  detain  tJie  Senate  but  a  few  minntes,  but  I 
cannot  consent  the  reference  proposed  should 
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be  made,  without  giTing  mj  Tiew  of  the  effect 
which  it  ifl  caloidMed  to  prodnoe.  Sir,  I  have 
not  been  an  inattentive  owerrer  of  this  whole 
proceeding;  more  than  two  months  past,  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  introduced  hu  rewlu* 
tioDS,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Finance  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish,  forthwith,  all  the 
duties  on  articles  unprotected,  with  a  sli^t 
exeepti(Hi  as  to  silks  and  wines.  A  labored 
and  protracted  debate  ensued,  which  I  fortmw 
to  take  any  part  in,  from  a  oonTlotion  that  no 

Sractical  good  could  result  from  the  discusdon. 
[r.  Prenaent,  no  man  hi  the  Seuate,  or  in  this 
nation,  feels  more  senribly  Uianl  do,  the  ui^ust 
operation  of  the  tariff  upon  the  section  of  ooun- 
try  in  which  I  reside ;  and  no  man  Is  prepared 
to  go  ftuther,  in  a  constitutional  reaistanoe  to 
this  oppressive  qrstem,  than  I  am :  but,  sir,  I 
had  hoped,  most  ardently  hoped,  that  a  spirit 
of  conoilianon  would  have  guided  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  Oongreas ;  that  discontents  would 
be  removed  br  just  l^slation;  and  that 
harmony  woqm  m  restored  to  oar  dlitneted 
ooontry.  I  wiU  not  s^,  sir,  that  this  fimdly 
cherished  hopt  Is  ontiray  deetroyed;  but 
I  most  ooufesB  the  course  ptimied  by  tiie 
Senator  from  Kentncky,  and  his  Mends,  is  well 
calculated  to  weaken  the  expectation  that  this 
all-important  subject  will  be  amicably  actuated. 
Sir,  that  Senator,  it  is  tme,  has  been  liberal  in 
his  professions ;  he  has  said  he  will  reduce  the 
revenue  to  the  lowest  sum  which  may  be  re- 
quired to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Government ; 
and  how,  sir,  does  he  propose  to  effect  thist 
Merely  by  a  repeal  of  the  duties  on  the  unpro- 
tected articles  now,  and  at  a  more  convenient 
season  resort  to  ftirther  le^slation ;  for  he  has 
repeated  over  and  over  again,  with  great  em- 
phasis, "  you  must  not  touch  the  protected  sys- 
tem." This  system,  so  holy  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Senator,  of  taxing  Uie  many  for  the  benefit  <k 
the  few,  which  draws  from  the  f>ooketa  of  our 
people  more  than  seventeen  millions  of  dollars 
annually,  must  not  be  toncdied.  I  am  not,  Mr, 
President,  ^sappointed  in  the  Bmator  from 
EentQcky ;  he  is  consistent  with  himself;  but, 
sir,  I  am  surprised  and  pained  at  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania ;  from 
him,  I  am  fi-ee  to  confess  I  had  hoped  lietter 
things.  Is  this  the  evidence  he  f^ves  of  the 
spirit  of  condUatiott  1^  which  he  was  actuated  t 
To  me  the  amendment  proposed  is  decidedly 
more  objectionable  than  the  ori^nal  resolntions ; 
they  are  plun  to  every  nndmtanding ;  while 
the  amendment^  equally  avoi^g  aU  interfer- 
ence with  the  protected  artidet,  proposes  so  to 
rednoe  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  class  as 
to  bring  down  the  revmue  to  the  actual  de- 
mands of  the  Qovemment.  An  annual  revenue 
of  more  than  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars  is 
thus  to  be  brouriit  down  to  tiie  wants  of  the 
Government,  which  none,  I  believe,  will  con- 
tend, should  exceed  fifteen  millions,  and  most 
of  us  are  of  the  opinion  shoold  not  be  more 
than  twelve,  by  a  reducUoo  of  duties  on  arti- 
des  which  do  not  pay  altogether  seven  millioas. 
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Sir,  I  will  not  give  utterance  to  the  fieelings  th« 
proposition  is  calculated  to  excite. 

Mr.  DioxiBSOiT  said,  the  advantage  of  ibm 
reference  is  this :  that  the  oommittee  may  re- 
port a  bill,  upon  which  we  may  act  with  more 
practical  effect,  than  upon  an  abstract  prc^Kwi- 
tion.  If  the  Senate  adopt  the  restdution  to  in- 
struct the  committee  to  report  a  bill  upon  the 
principle  oontainad  in  that  resolution,  they  mi^ 
fod  under  obligatioiia  to  mpp4»t  aneh  hUL  u 
the  bill  should  be  reportea  without  andL  in- 
structions, no  Senator,  except  the  committee 
reporting  the  bill,  will  be  in  any  way  com- 
mitted to  support  it  no  mora  than  if  the  bill 
should  be  introdnoed  np<u  leave,  or  if  intro- 
duced by  the  committee  under  their  general 
powers,  acoovding  to  the  susReBtion  of  the 
Senator  from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Kmo.)  It  maj 
be  true,  as  the  Senator  suggests,  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Maanfactores  have  the  power  to  re- 
port such  a  bill  as  is  called  for  by  the  reeolu- 
tiaaL,  but  the  c<Hnmittee  think  it  mora  becoming 
them  to  peiiitam  duties  than  to  eKerdse  power. 
Had  the  committee  reported  sooh  a  bill  imder 
th^  panenl  powers,  it  ia  poa^Ue  they  migjit 
have  been  tnranned  by  that  Senatw  that  tb«y 
had  perfonned  a  eWTioa  not  required  hj  than. 
The  power  to  reportsoch  a  bill  will,  I  premune, 
be  exeroised  by  the  committee  as  som  aa  thaj 
can  know  that  snob  exercise  of  power  will  nurt 
the  approbation  of  the  Sen^. 

Mr.  PoiHDBXTSR  said  that,  if  the  reeolation 
of  the  honorable  Senator  frxHU  Kentncky  (Mr. 
Oli.t)  could  be  so  amended  as  to  change  ita 
affirmative  character  into  an  instruction  of 
mere  inquiry  on  the  subject  to  wfaidi  it  rdates, 
he  should  make  no  ol^ection  to  its  referenoe  to 
the  Oommittee  on  Manuftctorea  in  that  Bha{ie; 
bntj  as  the  proposition  affiimeda  priD<»ple  finam 
which  he  (Mr.  P.)  dissrated,  he  could  ^ve  no 
vote  which  might,  in  the  ronotest  dama,  im- 
ply his  sanction  of  it.  Zt  had  been  smd  bj  sev- 
eral honorable  Senators,  that  to  refer  thia  reso- 
lution, with  the  several  amendments  laid  on  the 
table  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennayl- 
vauia,  would  leave  the  whole  subject  open  to 
the  committee,  in  the  same  extent  as  if  it  was 
sent  to  them  in  the  form  of  an  inquiry.  He 
thought  otherwise.  The  SenMor  from  Ken- 
tucky had,  at  an  earl^  period  of  the  session^ 
offered  a  resolution  to  instruct  the  Committee 
on  Elnanoe  to  rwort  a  bill  on  certain  general 
princtplfiB.  on  which  the  oi^nion  of  the  Senate 
was  asked.  After  a  protracted  and  interesting 
discussion,  a  vote  had  been  taken  on  etrikii^ 
out  the  whole  of  the  original  resoluticm,  and  In- 
serting an  amendment  proposed  by  an  hworable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina ;  and,  on  a  divi- 
idon  of  the  question,  the  Senate  have  solannly 
determined  to  retain  the  resolution  in  the  form 
in  which  it  was  presented  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky. 

Does  not  this  decision  pledge  a  m^ori^  of 
the  Senate  to  sust^  by  tneir  fhtnro  votes  any 
bill  which  may  be  reported,  carryitu  oat  the 
broad  propodtion  of  the  mover  of  the  resoln- 

Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBBSa 


481 


7U  Ttuif—SadtKliom  ffDvtUt.  * 


[Sbnatk. 


tion,  whioh  we  ore  oalled  on  to  refer  without 
any  modificatioD  wfaateTer?  The  committee, 
in  the  perfcM^nanoe  of  its  dnty,  will  regard  this 
referenee  as  an  ezpreerioD  of  an  opinioo  favor- 
able to  the  rtewi  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tQckj,  and  we  haj  forthwith  expect  a  r^wrt, 
with  all  the  detrila  neoeasary  to  carry  this  new 
STstem  into  effect 

He  protested  against  any  snob  modifieatioo 
of  the  tariff  <rf  1^  as  tihat  pnmosed,  leaTing 
■11  its  oflbndvtt  fMtnrea  nntonohea,  and  render- 
ing it  even  more  odknu  and  olfjecttonahle  to 
the  ereat  body  of  the  American  people,  than  It 
would  be  without  any  attempt  to  change  the  sya- 
tem.  He  had  listened  attentively  to  the  debate 
whioh  bad  onmpied  so  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  on  abstract  qnestioaeof  political  econo- 
my ;  he  considered  saioh  a  debate  wholly  unprof- 
itable, and  as  leading  to  no  practical  result :  there 
was  no  «id  to  specalrtive  reasoning  and  opinions 
on  this  absorbing  sabjeot ;  and  nntil  some  defi- 
nite seheme  was  matured  and  snbrnitted  to 
tiie  Senatev  Iw  did  not  fed  disposed  to  partici- 
pate in  the  disonasion.  Bot  he  ooaM  not  vote 
to  send  tiw  resolntion  of  the  Senator  from  Een- 
tneky  to  any  eonmlttee,  fortified  1^  tiie  sano- 
tion  wbiob  it  had  received  byareflisal  toa^ke 
it  ont,  and  insert  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
bom  Sonth  Oarolina,  unless  it  was  so  modified 
as  to  show  on  its  face  that  nothing  more  was 
intended  than  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  subject  which  it  embraced. 
He  felt  a  deep  soliottade  that  all  jast  caaae  of 
dissatisfaction,  and  every  ground  of  discontent 
among  the  people,  might  be  removed,  by  a  re- 
dnotion  of  aaties  on  foreign  importations  to  a 
reastHwble  standard  during  the  presMit  sesnon. 
Let  w,  add  he,  In  a  mntnal  spirit  of  oom- 
promise  and  onteeauon,  do  Justice  to  tH^  and 
restore  tranquillity  to  tlus  dstraoted  country ; 
but  oert^  be  was  that  this  oljeot,  so  much  to 
be  derired,  could  not  be  achieved  by  adopting 
the  scheme  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 
He  should,  therefore,  vote  against  the  proposed 
reference  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  P.  afterwards 
offered,  as  an  amendment,  the  resolutioiH  which 
he  had  laid  on  the  taUe  in  December  last;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hi.TNB  s^d,  that  whatever  difference  of 
opinion  might  exist  as  to  the  general  effect  of 
tine  mere  reference  of  a  resolution  to  a  commit- 
tee, it  i^ipears  to  me  tbat  no  two  minds  can  be 
brongfat  to  different  oondnrimu  aa  to  the  eflisot 
of  referring  this  particular  resolutfon  to  ^e 
Comndttee  on  ManobetDres.  The  point  in  dis- 
pute between  the  friends  and  opponoits  of  the 
proteetiiw  system,  is,  whether,  in  the  proposed 
modifleataon  of  the  tariff,  we  shall  separate  the 
unprotected  from  the  protected  articles;  and, 
proceeding  forthwith  to  abolish  the  dnties  on 
the  former,  leave  the  latter  nntouched.  The 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Eentacky,  (Mr. 
CulT,)  now  und«*  consideration,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Wiucnis,)  embraces  thoee  arti^es  only  "  which 
do  not  vm»  into  ocn^etttkut  with  Bimilar  arti- 


cles made  or  produced  within  the  TTnited 
States."  Hie  rejection  of  my  motion  to  strike 
oat  this  resoIati(m  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
an  amendment,  looking  to  a  general  redaction 
on  all  articles,  protect^  aa  w^  as  unprotected, 
has  left  before  us  the  naked  proposition  of  so 
modi&inff  the  tariff  as  to  tAe  off  the  duties 
entir^  from  the  onprotected  articles,  leaving 
all  of  those  which  amot  tlw  protected  articles ; 
in  terms,  to  maintain  the  protecting  qn- 
t«a  in  its  most  odious  form,  and  its  most  op- 
preerive  oharaotw.  And  this  is  the  prwoation 
which  it  is  now  moved  to  refer  to  the  Oonunit- 
tee  on  Manofaotures — a  committee  known  to 
tM  favorable  to  such  an  arrangement  the 
tariff  as  is  proposed  in  this  resolution — a  com- 
mittee, of  which  the  Senator  from  Kew  Jersey 
(Mr.  Diokebsoh)  is  chairman,  and  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Cla.t)  a  member — a  com- 
mittee, four  members  of  which  out  of  five  are 
known  to  be  devoted  advocates  of  the  American 
system.  What,  I  would  ask,  can  be  the  effect 
of  such  a  reference,  but  to  pot  the  propoaitum 
of  tiie  gentieman  from  ^ntucby  into  tne  foorm 
of  a  bill,  and  to  have  it  in  the  coarse  of  a  very 
few  days  brought  np  to  be  passed  into  a  law  ? 
It  is  vain  for  gentlemen  to  tell  us  that  the 
committee  m^y,  if  they  please,  extend  the  re- 
duction to  other  articles  than  those  embraced 
in  the  res61ati(Hi  referred  to  them.  Ko  one  can 
suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  they  will  do  so ; 
and  when  the  Senate,  after  due  deliberation  on 
the  subject,  determines  to  submit  to  them  the 
single  proposition  to  reduce  or  abolish  the 
duties  on  wines,  silks,  velvets,  spices,  and 
other  arti<des  of  loxory,  it  is  hardly  to  be  im- 
agined that  moh  a  committee  wiU  go  oat  of 
tbMr  wa7  to  take  up  another  uid  diBtuiotpiTO>- 
osition— the  reduction  of  the  duties  npon  the 
necessaries  of  life,  snoh  as  wooUens,  cottons, 
and  iron,  not  referred  to  them. 

After  a  fow  observations  from  Mr.  Out,  who 
contended  that  the  adoption  of  the  motion 
would  not  commit  the  Senate,  Mr.  Krao  renew- 
ed his  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table ; 
whioh  motion  was  lost  by  the  following  vote : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  EIUb,  Torsyth, 
Grundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  King,  Mufam,  Miller, 
Moore,  Poiudexter,  Smith,  luewell,  Troup,  Tyler, 
White— 17. 

NAm— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Buekner,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  DickersoD,  Dudley,  Ewiog,  Foot, 
Frelioghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johostoo,  Kane, 
Enigbt,  Msrcy,  Prentisa,  KobbioB,  Bobinsou,  Bug- 
gies, Seymour,  Slsbee,^ragoe,'1ipton,  Tonuinson, 
Waggunan,  Webster,  Wllkins— 29. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  moved  to  amend  the  motion, 
by  also  instructing  the  committee  to  take  into 
oonnderation  the  following  propodUon  submit- 
ted by  Hi,  Hatsi^  and  njeoted  srane  days 

since : 

Strike  out  an  after  the  word  "  countries,"  and  in- 
sert— "  Be  so  reduced,  that  the  amount  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue  shall  be  sufBdent  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  Qovemment  acctnding  to  their  present  scale, 
after  the  payment  of  the  public  debt;  and  that, 
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allowing  a  nasonaUe  time  iSor  the  gradtul  reduc- 
tion of  the  present  high  dotlet  oa  the  artfdesconi* 
lag  Into  compettUoa  with  similar  articles  made  or 
produced  in  the  United  States,  the  duUes  be  ultl* 
uately  eqaslized,  so  that  the  daties  on  no  articles 
shall,  as  compared  with  tbe  ralue  of  that  article, 
■nrj  materially  from  the  general  arerage." 

lb,  Hutdbioxs  having  aooepted  the  motion 
as  a  modifioation  of  the  (me  made  by  him, 

Hr.  PoiMDKXTBB  also  moved  that  tbe  oom< 
mittee  be  fiirther  instructed  to  take  into  oon- 
^eration  tbe  following  resolationa,  mlunitted 
fay  him  on  tbe  a2d  December  last : 

Bnolped,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
itructed  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  fixing  a 
rate  of  datiee  on  foreign  imports,  uot  to  exceed,  on 
any  article  imported  into  uie  United  States,  more 
than  twenty  per  eenL  ad  valorem;  and  not  to  re- 
duce the  duty  on  any  article  so  imported  below  ten 

Cr  cent  ad  valorem;  and  to  atrange  anoh  duties, 
vfaig  regard  to  all  me  great  interests  of  the  ooon- 
tqr,  so  as  to  prodace  a  net  rerenne  of  not  leas  than 
fifteen  miUiona  of  dollars  annttally. 

Ruolvtd,  That  the  said  committee  be  farther  In- 
structed to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  giving 
eflbet  and  opNation  to  aald  system  of  duties  on  the 
80th  day  of  Jane  next 

l£r.  Bibb  moved  that  the  oommittee  be  fur- 
ther instmcted  to  take  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  reducing  the  price  o{  the  public 
lands ;  to  which  motion  itr.  Robinson  added 
farther  to  instmot  the  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  enediency  of  transferring  them  to  the 
States  m  which  they  lie,  on  reasonable  terms. 

The  Hvwal  proposiUims  were  aeoepted  by 
Hr.  Hramnona  as  modlfioations  of  his  motion. 

Ur.  Bxm  rose,  and  said,  that,  after  raflect* 
ing  on  what  has  Just  been  H^d  by  tbe  Senator 
from  Gleorgia,  it  appeared  to  lum  that  an  ob- 
aervation  had  fidlen  from  that  genUeman,  sns- 
cejptible  of  misconception,  and,  therefore,  re- 
quiring explanation.  That  gentleman,  in  the 
course  of  his  observations,  had  that, 
^^though  he  was  as  strongly  opposed  as  any  one 
oould  be  to  the  whole  proteobng  system,  yet  he 
was  not  disp<wed  to  resort  to  any  ill^al  or  nnoon- 
sdtotional  measares  to  pnt  it  down — nor  wonld 
he  adopt  a  ooorse  opposed  to  the  oonstitution 
of  the  union."  Now,  sir,  I  desire  to  know  from 
the  Senator  from  Georgia  whether,  in  osiiig 
these  expreesionfl,  he  intended  to  impnte  to  me, 
or  my  fHendt,  any  hosdlity  to  the  ocmrtitottMi 
or  the  Uni<xi. 

ICr.  FoBBTm  replied  that  he  had  intended 
no  imputation  upon  tbe  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  or  bis  political  friends.  He  bad  ref- 
erence merely  to  a  cert^  doctrine  whldi  had 
been  propi^ated  at  the  South,  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  unconstitutional,  and  the  tmdency 
of  which  be  considered  as  nnfkvoraUe  to  the 
permanency  of  tbe  Union. 

Hr.  Hateik  then  $tiA  that  be  was  satisfied 
with  the  explanation.  Tbe  gentieman  from 
Geoq^  was  oertunly  at  libmy  to  entertain 
his  own  opinionB  as  to  the  twdenoy  of  ooy 
doctrines  promulgated  here  or  elsewhere.  I 


[Habcb,  im. 

will  take  this  occasion,  however,  to  say  ibst 
there  are  no  persons  in  this  country — come 
from  which  quarter  they  may — more  nncerely 
attached  to  the  Union,  or  more  devoted  to  Hat 
constitution,  according  to  its  tme  ^nrit  aoi 
meaning,  than  those  whom  I  have  the  hraor  to 
represent  on  this  floor;  none  more  inflexibly 
determined  to  miuntain  the  int^rity  of  the  one, 
or  tbe  rights  secured  by  the  other,  thon^  they 
may  differ  very  widdy  from  the  Beotlemsn 
from  Georgia  as  to  the  means  bj  which  these 
objects  are  to  be  accomplished. 

Mr.  Bkhton  rose  to  second  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Eentocky,  who  sat  on  bis  ri^ht, 
(Ur.  Bibb,)  and  to  thank  him  also  for  having 
made  it.  It  was  cheering  to  bear  a  voice  from 
Kentucky,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  "We^  in 
favw  of  redncing  the  price  of  the  pnUic  lands. 
That  qaestiw  hu  occupied  the  yonnger  States 
of  tbe  West  tar  many  year^  and  at  this  time 
engrossed  and  absorbed  their  feelings.  Afn- 
ture  plan  <i£  revenne  was  now  to  m  settled; 
and,  in  the  setUement  of  that  plan,  a  nrelitni- 
nary  question,  as  to  tbe  disposition  of  the  pnb- 
lio  unds,  forced  itself  n^n  the  mind  of  every 
statesman,  and  every  citizen  of  the  West  Tbe 
Committee  on  Hanufactures — ^he  did  not  say 
with  how  much  propriety — ^had  become  invest- 
ed with  tbe  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Union!  with 
the  whole  business  of  settiing  the  futnre  plan 
of  revenue  I  It  had  collected  into  its  bands  sH 
the  ol^ects  oi  revenae,  except  the  paUio  lands ; 
and  he  (Hr.  B.)  mnst  indst,  bo  for  as  lus  v«oo 
ooold  insist,  upon  their  eonsidering  ihat  oljetA 
also.  The  question  fyr  that  ounnuttee  to  de- 
cide was  this :  upon  what  articles  shall  dattes 
be  reduced  or  aholisbedf  Surely  the  public 
lands  which  now  produce  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  a  few  years  hence  will  produce  fire 
mllGons,  are  rather  too  large  an  otjeot  to  be 
skipped,  or  overlooked,  or  passed  b^  without  ob- 
servation, in  answering  that  question.  He  wu 
n^oioed  that  the  Senator  from  Kentncky,  on 
his  right,  (Ur.  Bibb,)  had  bronght  it  forward; 
heartily  glad  that  he  had  moved  its  rafereooe 
to  the  committee  which  now  bad  the  system  of 
ftitore  revenae  in  its  hauda,  and  he  wonld  oor- 
dially  vote  for  sending  the  inqniiy  to  that  com- 
mittee fiv  its  oonndenition  and  report 

Hr.  Bjuis  said  that  he  sboold  be  excused  by 
the  Senate  for  rising  at  so  late  on  bonr,  vhw 
the  bot  was  stated  that  the  pe<^e  he  repre- 
soited  were  inoomparably  mere  interested  in  a 
chon^  (tf  the  lud  system  of  the  United  States, 
than  m  any  conoeivable  a^ostment  of  the  tari£ 
As  strange  as  it  might  appear,  there  was  dow 
a  necessity,  foonded  npon  tbe  principle  of  a 
uniform  dispensation  of  justice  to  all  parts  of  the 
oountiy,  for  referriog  the  important  subject  of 
the  public  lands  to  the  Committee  on  Uanufsc- 
tnree.  That  oommittee  bad  in  charge  not  only 
the  proteoti(m  of  Anmrioan  mannfiw^nrea,  bat 
that  of  the  revenae  and  finanoes  of  the  States, 
Ev«rj  gentleman,  who,  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate which  bod  oocn^ed  so  modi  time,  bad 
spoken  of  the  repeal  or  diminaticm  of  the  oaties 
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qxm  hnpoflta,  and  of  tbe  amount  necessary  to 
be  retained  for  tbe  purposes  of  GoTemment, 
had  proceeded  upon  the  idea  that  tbe  raeipts 
from  laad  sales  were  to  remain  as  they  were. 
That  the  aam  of  three  ndllions,  annually  accru- 
ing from  that  sonrce,  was  to  be  set  down  as  a 
matter  of  coarse  to  the  account  of  rerenae; 
and,  whether  gentlemen  had  settled  down  upon 
eighteen,  fifteen,  thirteen,  or  twelve  millions, 
aa  the  proper  snm  for  Government  purposes,  no 
one  had  hinted  at  diminatlon,  either  in  the 

CtX.  luda,  or  in  the  snionDt  to  he  derived 
their  sale.  Against  ^  calonlationa,  based 
apoB  the  expeotation  that  every  thing  was  to 
be  diminished,  except  the  price  of  public  land, 
be  felt  himself  boand  to  protest ;  and  he  was, 
therefore,  in  favor  of  referring  this  matter  to 
the  Committee  on  Hannfaotnres,  that  they 
might  consider  whether  this  soorce  of  revenue 
alone  was  to  remain  untouched. 

Mr.  Hkndbioks  said  that  be  accepted  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  firom  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Bum,)  with  the  amendment  to  it  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Bobikson,)  as  a 
modification  of  his  motion  to  refer ;  and  how- 
ever iaoongmoos  it  might,  at  first  thought, 
mear  to  rafw  any  thing  connected  with  the 
pabHe  Imadsto  the  Committee  on  Hannfkctures, 
yet  he  believed  it  to  be  a  veiy  proper  disposi- 
tion of  the  matter.  Tbe  reacdntion  proposed 
to  be  referred,  was  the  eommen  cement  of  a 
series,  by  which  the  revennea  were  to  be  re- 
dnced  to  tbo  wants  of  tbe  Government  after 
the  payment  of  the  pnblio  debt. 

Mx.  Whit«  said :  The  simple  proposition  is, 
that  the  Committee  on  Uanufactures  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  redncing  tbe  price  of  tbe 
public  lanoB,  and  of  disposing  of  them,  upon 
reasonable  terms,  to  the  States  in  which  they 
reepeetivelj  Ue. 

Odiers,  in  fitvor  of  this  propositjon,  have 
inristed  that  as  this  oommittee  have  already 
hem  inTested  with  all  tbe  other  powers  which 
appropriMely  belong  to  tbe  Coibmittee  on  11- 
nuioe,  they  ought  also  to  be  clothed  with  this, 
as  the  pnblie  lands,  annually,  yield  to  the 
Treasary  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  Sap- 
pose  them  to  be  mistaken  in  tbe  effect  of  this 
aicnment,  I  oont^end  they  are  still  right  in  the 
r«erence  they  wish.  The  appropriate  duty  of 
the  Committee  on  Hannfactures  is  to  see  that 
suitable  and  adequate  protection  is  afforded  to 
what  ia  calledj  by  its  friends,  the  American  sys- 
tem,  or  American  indastfy.  We  cannot  forget, 
that  s  few  yean  ago  one  of  our  public  func- 
tionaries, in  m^jng  his  report  to  Congress, 
made  tiiia  very  matter,  the  indoe  of  the  public 
lands,  an  eaaential  ingredient  in  this  American 
system ;  and  broached  tbe  docb^e  that  the 
laige  qnantitiee  pot  fn  the  market,  and  low 
prices  for  them,  were  it^uriotu  to  domestic 
manufacturea,  and  unreasonably  favored  the 
hnsineaa  of  agriculture,  as  none  would  labor 
cheap  for  tbe  mann&ctnrers,  who  could,  for  a 
small  siun,  purobase  land  in  tiie  West,  and  cul- 
tiv^  his  own  freduHd. 
Vou  XL— 28 


.  The  question  was  then  taken  first  on  the  mo- 
tion with  all  tbe  modlficationa,  with  the  olgee- 
tion  of  that  of  Mr.  Bibb,  and  decided  as  follows : 

TzAS. — Messrs.  Bell,  Baokner,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dallas,  IHckersoo,  Dudley,  Eiring,  Frelioghu^sen, 
Foot,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnstoa,  Knight,  Hsr 
cy,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Buggies,  Seymour 
^sbce,  Spraeue,  Tiptoii,  Tomlinson,  WaggamaUf 
Webster,  WilfeiDB— 27. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  For- 
syth, Grundy,  Hayne,  HDl,  Kane,  King,  Mangumi 
MUhr,  Moore,  Foindexter,  Smith,  Taxenrell,  Troupe 
Tyler,  White— 19. 

Hr.  Bibb  said  be  bad  a  sense  of  the  dignity 
of  the  Senate,  and  of  what  was  dne  fliom  him 
as  one  of  its  members,  too  high  to  permit  him 
on  this  occasion,  or  any  other,  to  triSe  with  its 
deliberations.  He  hoped  he  bad,  heretofore, 
conducted  himself  in  the  most  respectful  man- 
ner to  tbe  Senate,  and  he  had  resolved  in  his 
own  mind,  at  all  times,  hereafter,  to  contrihnte 
bis  aid  to  support  the  dignity  and  independence 
of  the  Senate,  as  a  oo-<Hrdinate  branch  of  the 
Government 

I  can  assure  my  friend  from  Missouri  (Mr. 
BuoKRB^  that  I  am  serious  in  offering  tbe  res- 
olution n>r  instmoUon  to  the  Committee  on 
Hanufectores,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  If  there 
is  an  apparent  incongruity  between  the  subject 
proposed  to  be  referred,  and  the  style  of  the 
committee  to  whom  it  is  to  be  referred,  that 
fault  ia  not  chargeable  to  me,  but  to  the 
vote  of  the  majority  of  tbe  Senate  in  referring 
the  subject  of  revenue  and  finance  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  in  preference  to  the 
Committee  on  finance.  I  did  not  vote  for  that 
reference.  But  as  the  reference  of  the  other 
qnestjons  of  revenue  has  been  voted  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  I  have  no  alters 
native  but  to  move  a  reforenoe  tilt  this  subject 
to  the  same  committee. 

^e  near  approach  to  the  extinguishment  of 
the  public  deot  has  disenga^^  ft*om  that  ser^ 
vice  th^  amount  of  ten  miUions  heretofore  ap- 
propriated OS  the  sinking  ftind,  together  with 
the  additions  to  that  fbnd  arising  from  excesses 
of  other  appropriations  .above  the  actual  ex- 
penditures, hi  this  state  of  excess  of  revenue, 
accruing  from  our  existing  system,  beyond  the 
future  demands  upon  the  Treasury,  we  ace  im- 
periously called  to  out  down  the  revenue ;  in 
fact,  to  revise  the  whole  revenue  system. 
Whatever  committee  is  charged  with  this  duty, 
must  be  ohaised  with  aU  the  parts.  They 
must  look  at  all  tbe  soorces  whicn  are  to  ponr 
th«r  streams  into  tbe  general  Treasary.  How, 
the  receipts  from  the  rales  of  the  Western  lands 
have  constituted  a  prominent  Item  in  tbe  esti- 
mates of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  for  years 
past  At  the  present  session,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates  the  revenue 
from  that  source  at  three  millions  of  dollars. 
As  the  price  of  the  public  lands  was  graduated 
with  a  view  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  pub- 
lic debt^  now  tiiat  the  pnUic  faith  and  public 
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pledge  of  that  ftmd  it  ndeenwd,  It  would  seein 
bat  Jast  tJiat  in  redodng  the  reTenoes,  that 
branch  eboalu  experience  a  proportionate  alle- 
Tiation.  Whatever  maj  be  the  Bnm  proposed 
to  be  provided  for  tbe  annual  expenditure  of 
the  Govemmeat,  whether  fifteen,  thirteen,  or 
eleven  millions  of  dollars,  the  mm  to  be  re> 
ceired  from  the  sales  of  the  Western  lands  mnet 
be  first  dednoted,  before  the  amonnt  to  be 
raised  hy  the  imposts  can  be  estimated:  and 
the  rate  of  daties  on  imported  articles  cannot 
be  adjnated  imtil  the  amoant  ]nropoaed  to  be 
ndsed  frnn  that  source  ia  ascertained.  What- 
ever oomroittee  ii  charged  with  the  sabjeot  of 
fanposta,  most  have  an  eye  to  the  other  sources 
of  revenue.  -They  must  look  to  the  revenue 
syetem  as  a  whole,  before  they  apportion  its 
respective  parts.  It  would  be  very  inoongmons 
to  refer  one  part  of  the  system  of  revenue  to 
one  committee,  and  ano^Ler  part  of  tbe  system 
to  a  different  committee.  To  produce  a  con- 
nected, well-proportioned,  and  jnst  system,  the 
same  committee  mnst  hare  charge  of  all  the 
component  parte. 

Mr.  RoBiNsoir  said:  Ifr.  Pre^ent^  aa  oor 
candor  ia  appealed  to,  permit  me  to  usore  tbe 
himorable  Senator  Inm  Kentaekr,  (Mr.  Olat,) 
that  tlie  Menda  to  the  pn^Kwed  amendment, 
in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  are  no  less  ae- 
rions  than  anxious  for  its  reference  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactaree ;  not  because  that,  of 
all  others.  It  is  the  most  af^ropriate  oooimfttee 
to  have  charge  of  this  subject,  bnt  because  it  is 
the  only  remaining  branch  of  the  revenue  which 
has  not  been  referred  to  that  committee.  And, 
fbr  one,  I  cannot  see  why  its  reference  is  ob- 
jected to  by  the  members  of  that  committee, 
after  jost  manifesting  not  only  a  perfect  will- 
ingnei^  bnt  an  anxiety,  to  have  onarge  of  the 
whole  mil^eot  in  relation  to  dnties,  as  wtil  oa 
artielefl  Muuing  into  eompetiticm  with  tfaoae  of 
home  growth  and  mannfactnre,  as  of  that  dass 
which  does  not  ocmie  into  such  competition. 

It  has,  by  the  same  honorable  Sooator,  been 
Mnmphantiy  asked,  what  can  the  Committee  on 
Hannfaotures  be  expected  to  Imow  about  the 

C'  lie  lands  t  I  may  very  safely  answer — at 
t  as  much  as  about  tbe  cultivation  of  coffee, 
tea,  and  olives,  or  the  mannfaolnire  of  ^ilkB,  moll 
mnslins,  or  camels'  htur  shawls,  and  all  the  long 
list  of  articles  imported  into  our  country,  and 
which  are  neither  prodoced  nor  made  in  tbe 
United  States,  the  duties  on  which  this  com- 
mittee are  now  abont  to  arrange. 

8hr,  the  West  has  bnt  littie,  -verr  Uttle, 
direct  interest  In  Hm  protective  system.  We 
are  not,  and  new  will  be,  mannfMJtnrers ; 
but  we  are,  and  ever  mnst  be^  agriculturists. 
Give  ns  the  lands  on  reasonable  terms,  and  we 
will  not  be  heard  to  complain,  be  the  tariff  ar- 
ranged as  it  may.  Whilst  I  oin  franlc  to  ac- 
knowledge, with  myself  there  are  no  constitu- 
tional scmples  or  doubts  as  to  the  policy  of  sos- 
taining  the  tariff,  even  to  protection,  I  mnst 
say  that  I  think  t^e  reference  of  the  resolutions, 
vith  the  aerwal  amendmenta  whioh  have  been 


offered,  by  wi^  of  instmetioBs,  would  have 
been  mon  appropriate  if  made  to  ihe  Oommit- 
tee  on  Finance,  or,  as  suggested  by  the  booora- 
bie  Senator  from  Viwinia,  (Mr.  Tazbwkix,)  to 
a  Select  Committee,  <£oBen  from  tiie  Western, 
Southern,  and  SMtera  States,  equally.  I  voted 
for  the  present  reference,  that  the  snta^ect  mi^ 
be  presented  in  tiie  tangible  shape  ot  a  Un, 
and  do  hope  that  the  whole  snbjeet  connected 
with  the  reveqne  may  be  acted  on  by  the  same 
committee,  and  at  the  same  tame. 

Ifr.  Tazbwbix  said :  So  fir  as  tiiia  mtfter  ia 
OMweraed,  the  ftopU  of  the  United  States 
be  properly  oonaiaered  aa  divided  into  three 
great  classes ;  the  maon&atiiriiig  elass,  the  pro- 
ducing  class,  and  the  class  eranpoeed  of  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  States  within  whose  limits  large 
bodies  of  unoccupied  lands  are  still  hdd,  be- 
cause yet  unsold  by  the  United  States.  Tbe 
public  revenue  is  now  derived  fttm  each  of 
these  classes,  and  in  sometiiing  like  the  follow- 
ing proportions : 

The  manofactnriog  class  pays  but  littie,  com- 
paratively, of  the  amount  of  revenue  derived 
Ikom  like  imposts  on  foreign  artides  rimilar  to 
those  manufkotored  themsalTea.  Their  own 
snptdy  la  very  neariy,  if  not  qnite  eqnal  to  thdr 
own  demand  of  these  protected  articles.  Ooa- 
sequentiy,  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  taxes 
imposed,  for  tbe  purpose  of  enoonramig  and 
protecting  ihtir  manofiustorea,  ia  pwl  w  tbe 
other  two  classes.  The  mannlkottiriiig  class  is 
tiien  plainly  interested  in  continuing  all  the 
duties  imposed  fbr  their  protection  or  encour- 
agement, which  taxes  are  p«d,  almost  exclu- 
sively, by  the  other  classes,  and  amomt  to 
abont  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  - 

The  manuiacturing  dass  is  also  interested  in 
continuing  the  preamt  price  of  the  pnl^c  lands ; 
for  if  this  is  redncedf  the  neoeemry  efibet  wiH 
be  to  aiconrage  greater  eadgration  to  tbe  Vest- 
em  country,  so  td  augment  the  wages  of  tbe 
labor  now  emplt^i^  in  manufactures,  aod  thus 
to  diminish  the  profits  of  manufacturing  eapitaL 
This  effect  has  been  often  announced,  in  varioot 
reports  from  fi  former  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy, 
a  part  of  whose  grand  pn^Jeet  of  regulating  the 
WDole  labor  and  capital  of  the  country  was,  to 
make  lands  dear,  in  order  that  manu&otures 
might,  tberoby,  be  made  oheiq).  And  the  same 
idea,  in  eff^t,  has  been  again  presented  to  tbe 
Senate  to-day,  in  the  speu^  ot  the  htmorable 
Senator  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Sfbaouk.} 

But,  although  the  manufacturing  class  is  thns 
Interested  in  continuing  ibo  present  }af^  dntiss 
of  protection,  ftiom  wheoioe  a  revenne  m  at  least 
fifteen  millions  is  now  derived ;  and,  in  oootin- 
ning,  also,  the  present  price  of  puldio  lands,  fnm 
the  sale  of  which  a  revenue  amounting  to  three 
millions  of  dollars  more  is  now  received ;  yet 
this  class  is  interested  in  the  abolition  of  all 
other  taxes,  that  is  to  say,  of  all  the  duties 
upon  unprotected  artides,  becaaae,  of  these,  tbia 
class  pays  its  full  proportion,  by  consomiog  at 
least  its  fbll  share  of  such  oommodities.  Hcaws 
my  friend  from  Kew  Jmej  ia  very  wilUng  to 
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repeal  or  redooe  all  fhew  datiea,  although  he 
ftela  no  diapodtion  to  onrtaU  waj  of  otiier 
BBppliea. 

The  prodnoiog  class  la  interested,  like  the 
mann&cturrng  olaaa,  in  redncnng  t^e  duties  npon 
the  improtected  artioles,  beoanse,  of  these,  toej 
too  are  consnmers,  and  of  course  bear  a  share 
of  the  bnrden  in  proportion  to  their  consomp- 
tion.  Bat  as  the  whole  of  the  revenue  now 
derived  from  this  sooroe  is  estimated  bj  no  one 
at  more  than  aoTeu  millions  of  dollars ;  as  no 
eomplunta  have  ever  been  urged  against  these 
imposts,  and  aa  tJiej  fall,  principal^,  upon  the 
rich,  who  are  wdl  able  to  bear  them,  tne  pro- 
dadng  dasa  feels  leas  interest  in  the  rednontHi 
of  this  braiu^  of  the  rereoue,  which  bears  Justly 
and  equally,  than  it  feels  iu  the  dimiuntiou  of 
the  oUier  great  sources  of  supply — the  imposts 
npon  protMted  articles.  This  last  tax  fialls  upon 
them  almost  ezolnnTely,  and  principally  upon 
their  poor ;  it  is  nearly  double  of  both  the  otner 
supplies  put  together  and  so  bears  moat  un- 
equally, nnjiutly,  and  t^presriTe^  npon  this 
class. 

In  regard  to  the  public  lands,  the  producing 
class  have  no  interest  whatever  in  this  subject, 
<nr,  if  th^  have  any,  it  ia  rather  oj^wsed  to  the 
rednetion  of  the  i^ee  oi  theae,  as  a  redw^on 
of  the  priee  of  hmds  ai^where  must,  to  some 
extent,  inftmuw  tiie  price  of  lands  ev^wfaere 
ia  the  same  oountry.  But  as  the  present  ocut- 
ditaon  of  the  country  does  not  reqnue  thf  pres- 
ervation of  ali  the  sources  of  reveoue  as  they 
DOW  stand,  the  producing  class  ia  willing  and 
desirous  to  act  jnstly  with  eaob  of  the  other 
classes.  They  say,  reduce  the  amount  of  the 
public  burdens  now  unnecessarily  imposed 
upon  all  olaaaes,  to  an  amonnt  not  greater  than 
may  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  all  Uie  reasonable 
wants  of  the  Ctovemmeut.  In  this  reduction, 
(KMHult  the  Irishes  and  griewoes  of  all,  and 
remove  every  burden  woidll  can  properly  be 
dispensed  wnh,  until  you  Ikve  arnvect  at  the 
pfopoaed  point.  Do  not  relUve  the  rich  alone, 
however,  by  abolidiing  the  dnUes  whi<^  full 
npon  them,  but  disbnram  the  poor  also.  Do 
not  relieve  the  mauufkoturing  class  from  their 
diare  of  a  common  and  legal  imposition,  and 
continue  much  greater  bur&us  upon  the  other 
closes.  Do  not  lighten  the  heavy  load  which 
is  now  bonie  by  some,  by  taking  off  that  por- 
titm  of  its  woght  which  is  felt  to  be  grievous 
hy  them  only ;  but,  in  this  long-looked-for  day 
of  expeoted  r^e^  diminish  the  burdens  of  all. 
And  aa  yon  cannot  relieve  one  of  the  classes  so 
well  in  any  other  mode,  as  by  reducing  the 
price  of  the  pubUo  laoda,  grant  tUa  boon  to 
them  also,  that  none  may  remain  dissatisfled. 

The  class  of  our  citixens  who  are  inhabitants 
of  the  several  States  within  which  the  public 
lands  are  situated,  are  interested  but  little,  if  at 
in  any  of  the  duties  of  impost,  whether 
theee  are  imposed  upon  protected  or  unprotect- 
ed articles.  The  remote  position  of  far  the 
greater  rart  ctf  this  class  in  the  interior  of  the 
distant  west  making  the  cost  of  transportation 


of  all  such  commodities  oonnderable,  and  the 
supply  irregular,  must  anient  the  price,  to 
them,  of  all  impwted  artiolee,  so  much  as  to 
prevent  such  articles  from  altering  much  into 
their  consumption.  Therefore,,  whether  tJie 
duties  of  imposts  are  continned  or  abolished,  is 
of  but  little  consequenoe  to  them.  In  either 
case,  they  must  rely  mainly  upon  tbeir  own 
household  manufactures  and  productions  to 
supply  their  own  wants.  Duties  of  protection 
give  no  encouragement  to  them,  for  they  are 
noC  made  for  sue;  and  if  these  duties  were 
abolished,  the  same  cause  which  produced  such 
mann&ctnres  at  fitstt  must  continue  ih'raa  still. 
This  (dasa,  therefor^  feels  but  Uttle  direct  in- 
terest in  any  of  the  duties  of  impost 

But,  although  indifferent  to  utis  part  of  the 
subject  they  are  not  indifferent  to  the  other. 
The  sales  of  the  public  land  act  as  a  perpetnal 
drain  of  their  currency,  the  amount  of  which  is 
coutinaally  reduced  by  remittances  of  the  pro- 
ceeds hither ;  and  thus  the  value  of  tiieir  whole 
capita]  and  labor  is  kept  in  a  state  of  perpetual 
flnetuation,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  inter- 
ests of  both.  Moreover,  according  to  the  price 
of  the  public  luuls  within  the  limits  of  the 
States,  will  be  the  migration  to  them.  Diminr 
iah  this  price,  and  you  multiply  the  number  of 
emigrants  desirous  oi  pnrohaNng  Aen.  Tbm 
yon  increase  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
these  States,  so  open  new  sources  of  revenue 
to  tiieir  local  Governments,  and  augment  at 
once  the  price  and  value  of  all  their  produo- 
tiona.  Besides,  wlule  the  United  States  con- 
tinue to  be  the  great  landlords  of  the  West,  tbe 
people  of  the  several  States  within  whose  limits 
their  farms  exist,  are  so  made  the  tributaries 
of  this  Government,  dependent  upon  its  power 
aud  patronage  more  than  any  others.  Surveys 
are  made,  und  offices  are  mened,  and  offices 
created  there  at  our  discretion.  By  bringing 
more  or  less  of  land  into  the  market  at  any 
time,  and  at  any  place,  we  are  so  wiabled  to 
regulate  tbe  price  of  the  property  of  every  one 
in  these  dependent  States,  and  to  give  to  the 
tide  of  emigration  whatever  direction  we  pleaset 
I  do  not  say  that  these  powers  have  ever  been 
used  for  these  purposes,  but  merely  that  they 
exist,  and  may  be  so  used.  Of  this  the  Western 
States  are  perfectly  aware ;  and  to  t^eir  oon- 
Bciousness  of  the  existence  of  such  a  power  may 
be  ascribed  much  of  what  baa  occurred  in  this 
Government.  All  these  causes  combine  to  in- 
duce the  class  of  which  I  am  now  speaking,  to 
desire  relief  from  tiie  burdens  they  prodnoe,  by 
a  reductitm  of  the  price  of  the  ^Idio  landSL 
The  boon  t^y  ask  is  so  smaU  in  itself^  that  1^ 
for  we,  Biud  Ifr.  T.,  am  disposed  willingly  to 
grant  it  especially  as  it  is  the  only  buieftt 
whidi  toey  can  get,  probably,  in  the  arraoge- 
ment  of  the  new  system  of  revenue. 

These  connderations  ought  to  satisfy  every 
one,  said  Mr.  T.,  of  the  propriety  of  connectiufl 
the  subject  of  the  public  lands  with  any  and 
every  other  project  tm  the  eetabUshment  ai  a 
new  system  of  Tereane  and  taxation.    It  to 
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Sbbate.] 

Tain,  to  Ml  J  that  the  various  sooroes  of  sapply 
may  be  examined  separately,  and  each  acted 
upon  by  itself.  This  is  tme ;  hat  who  can  say 
with  eoDfidence,  that  when  one  of  the  great 
olaeses  of  which  I  have  spoken,  have  procared 
the  gratification  of  their  desires,  in  the  repeal 
or  rednction  of  the  burdens  which  bear  most 
grievooaly  apon  them,  tbat  they  will  then  aid 
m  administering  like  relief  to  others?  The 
mere  p<wdbilil7  that  they  may  not  do  so,  wQl 
naturaUy  excite  snspiolonfl  and  jealonriea,  which 
ought  to  be  avoided,  if  possible.  This  can  be 
done,  however,  only  by  connecting  the  three 
nt^ecta  indissolubly  tt^ther,  and  incorporat- 
ing the  provisioDs  concerning  each  in  one  and 
the  same  bill,  the  fate  of  which  bill  will  then 
depend  apon  the  fj^tbfal  observance  and  pres- 
ervation of  all  its  connecting  links. 

Mr.  Bibb's  proposition  was  then  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Teas.— ICeMTS.  Beottm,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsjth,  QruDdy,  Usyne,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  Huigiun,  Harcj,  Miller,  Moore, 
Poiadextor,  Robinson,  Bmitii,  TKzevell,  Tipton, 
Troop,  Tyler,  White,  mikins— SS. 

Nats.— Messn.  BeD,  Buckner,  Clay^  CUyton, 
DiokenoD,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelin^uyien,  Holmes, 
JobtistoD,  En^ht,  PrenUas,  Bobbins,  Rusgles,  Sey- 
mour, Slabee,  Simgne,  Tomlinson,  l^^^tgaman, 
Webster— ao. 


HoKDAT,  ICaroh  26. 

The  resolntions  snbmitted  yesterday  by  Hr. 
WiLKiHs  were  taken  np,  and  agreed  to. 

Undaimei  JHndmdM. 

The  resolntion  some  time  ago  offered  by  Hr. 
Spkaqitb,  calling  for  a  list  of  tne  names  of  per- 
sons owning  nnolidmed  dividends  on  public 
stocks,  was  taken  np. 

Kr.  Spkaofx  8^  it  appears  tbat  we  have  in 
the  possession  of  the  Government  abont  200,000 
dollars,  belonging  to  persons  who  have  owned 
stock  in  the  fUn&.  Tne  dividends  are  noclaim- 
ed,  becaoae  the  persons  to  whom  they  belong 
are  ignorant  of  the  fact  tbat  those  whom  they 
represent,  as  heirs  or  administrators,  ever 
owned  stock  on  which  the  dividends  had  not 
been  drawn.  He  thought  it  was  doe  to  honesty 
to  e^ve  to  the  pnUio  ttie  information,  in  order 
that  the  persons  interested  may  be  made  ;iware 
of  their  rights, 

Mr,  Clat  opposed  the  resolntion,  as  opening 
a  wide  door  to  f^and — as  living  an  invitation 
to  impostors  to  come  forward,  with  their  wax 
and  parchment,  and  claim  money  which  does 
not  Iwlong  to  them,  becanse  there  is  nobody  to 
dispute  their  claims.  The  Gkiveriiment  was 
not  bonnd  as  a  public  debtor,  to  poblish  a  list 
of  the  names  of  ite  creditors.  The  old  Bank  of 
the  United  States  never  published  any  list  of 
the  names  of  its  creditors,  though  they  created 
a  Amd  for  thar  payment.  Be  thought  it  would 
be  better.for  the  members  of  Oongress  and 
others  to  look  orer  the  books,  and  ^va  fhe  in^ 
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formation  to  such  claimants  as  may  be  withia 
their  knowledge.  -This,  he  thought^  would  be 
a  sufficient  degree  of  publicity. 

Hr.  Smith  stated  tbat  Con|^ss  bad  uniformly 
decided  against  the  propo«ti<m  to  puUieh  the 
names,  for  the  reasons  Jnat  givoi  by  the  Senator 
from  Keotnoky. 

On  motaon  of  Hr.  Gunoir,  the  TesidiitioB 
was  laid  on  the  teUe. 


TrxsDAT,  Harch  37. 
Apportionment  BUI. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wiumis,  the  bill  appor- 
tioning representatives  amoog  the  several  States 
of  the  nolon,  was  taken  np — the  question  beii^ 
on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  wlu<£ 
Hr.  WiBsmt's  amendment  was  nneoted. 

After  some  debate  on  a  qoesoai  at  mdn 
which  arose, 

Hr.  Olat  qwke  briefly  npoo  like  question  of 
reetHurideration.  Were  this  a  qnestion  for  the 
first  time  presmted,  be  night  deeide  in  ftvor 
of  the  representation  of  ftraetionB ;  hat,  as  be 
0(HiaideTea  that  the  question  had  km^  been  put 
at  rest  fay  the  dedsions  and  practioe  of  the 
Government,  he  Aoold  feel  himself  compelled 
to  vote  against  any  bill  providing  for  fractiood 
representation.  He  should,  however,  vote  in 
fbvor  of  a  recommitment  of  the  Mil,  in  the  hope 
that  some  means  might  be  devised  for  render- 
ingit  more  acceptable  to  the  several  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  reconsider,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Hr.  Wbbstkb  expressed  a  wish  that  before 
the  Senate  proeeewd  further  in  tiie  matter,  a 
vote  mi^t  be  taken  in  flill  Senate  (now  tbm 
were  forty-seven  present,  and  to-morrow  the 
whole  number  would  be  here)  upon  the  rapn- 
awitation  of  redduums  on  A-actlona.  He  ^ag- 
gested,  therefore,  the  expediency  of  tryii^  that 
question,  before  the  Senate  proceeded  any 
nirther.  If  the  question  was  postponed  till  to- 
morrow, the  absent  Senators  would  probably 
attend.  If  the  Senate  should  deeide  in  t^pori- 
tion  to  the  representation  of  fractions,  then  the 
bill  n^ht  be  committed  with  a  view  to  such 
other  attention  as  might  render  it  less  nuequal 
in  its  character. 

Hr.  FossTTH  did  not  believe  that  any  one 
Senstw  had  changed  his  mind  on  the  question 
of  the  constitutionality  of  representing  frictions. 
He  pTopoeed,  therefore,  that  the  vote  should 
be  tuEon  now  on  that  question ;  and  if  it  should 
be  found  that  the  result  would  be  varied  iff 
the  presence  of  the  Senator  ftim  Delaware, 
(Mr,  NAuoAnt,)  he  would  move  a  reomadera^ 
tion  of  the  vote  on  Jb.  WxBsns^  amaDdtBent ; 
and 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  reconsidera- 
tion, it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tkas.— Heasre.  Beil,  Benton,  Buckner,  Cti&m- 
bera,  Clayton,  Clay,  Dickerson,  Swing,  Foot,  Fre- 
lingbuysen,  Hayne,  Holmes,  Jobnstoa,  Kniibt, 
Huguffl,  IGUer,  Fofaulester,  Pnatioa,  Sobbms, 

Digitized  by  Google 


Apporliommemt  BUI. 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESa 


487 


UABca.1832.] 


Qilonixatim  Socutg. 


[Skraiil 


Sejmoar,  SUsbee,  Smith,  Spngue,  TomlinsoD,  Wag- 
gamui,  Webater-^ft. 

NiTa— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brovn,  Dallas,  Dudley,  El- 
lis, Forsyth,  Graady,  Hendricks,  Hilt,  Kaoe,  King, 
Uarcy,  Robiiuon,  Rugglea,  Tatawell,  ^pton,  Troup, 
Tyler,  White,  Wilkina— SO. 

The  bill  was  then,  after  oouideraUa  wmver- 
■atkm,  nooDUnitted  to  a  Select  Committee  of 
five  membwa,  Tiz:  He88rH,,Wm0TEB,  Glutton, 
llANauK,  F0B8YTB,  and  QiLTn,  to  oonuder  and 
report  thereon. 


WxDnu>AT,  March  28. 

CohnwaUim  SoeUtjf. 

Mr.  Cla,t  rose,  and  sud  he  had"  received  a 
memorial  ugned  by  a  large  number  of  the  cit- 
iaeoa  of  KeDtacky,  iaviung  the  attratioa  of 
GongresB  to  the  sabjeot  of  the  colonixatioa  of 
the  free  Uadkfl  on  tiie  ooast  of  Afrloa,  end  re- 
^aestiog  the  aid  of  Congress  to  aooomidish  that 
objecL  He  felt  some  duGonlty  with  r^ard  to 
tlie  proper  disposiUon  of  the  memorial.  The 
general  subject  was  one,  than  which,  perhaps, 
uo  other  had  more  serioody  engaged  the  atten- 
tioa  of  the  people  of  this  ooontry.  No  man, 
he  presumed,  could  fail  to  cherish  the  hope  that 
at  some  day  or  other,  however  distant,  and  in 
sraie  mode,  the  country  would  be  rid  of  this 
the  darkest  spot  oq  its  mantle.  How  that  was 
to  be  accomplished,  it  was,  perhaps,  not  allow- 
able to  the  present  generation  to  foresee.  All, 
however,  mast  unite  in  the  hope  that,  at  the 
proper  time,  the  proper  means  would  be  devised 
to  arrive  at  this  most  desirable  end.  With  re- 
^»ect  to  the  constitutional  question  involved, 
be  entertained  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
subject  of  abolition  of  slavery  could  not  be 
toacbed  by  the  General  Government;  it  be- 
longed peculiarly  and  exclusively  to  the  States 
where  slavery  existed ;  they,  and  they  alone, 
were  cUrectiy  ooncerned;  and  they  onlpr  had 
the  power  to  entertain  the  question.  With  re- 
spect, however,  to  the  great  question  of  the 
final  diwoaition  of  the  jUricaa  race  among  as, 
he  would  take  the  liberty  to  remark  that,  in 
hia  o[HDioo,  the  first  great  effort  should  be  to 
oar  country  of  the  fkee  blacks  as  a  prelim- 
inary mearare.  In  tiiat  oltJect,  all  the  States 
had  s  oommon  interest — ^none  were  excludvely 
interested.  Whether  the  General  Government 
possessed  powers  to  accom{}lish  that  object,  was 
a.'qaestion  of  great  and  serioos  import,  and  de- 
served a  more  carefiil  and  thoroogh  investiga' 
tioa  than  in  the  present  state  of  the  country 
could  be  prob^ly  made.  The  idea  had  been 
entertained  by  some,  whose  opinions  were  en- 
titled to  mnch  respect,  that,  in  reference  to  the 
public  lands,  Congress  possessed  more  extensive 
powers  than  it  ioea  in  respect  to  appropriations 
of  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  conntxy.  This 
was  a  question  of  great  importance,  and  re- 
qidred  the  most  serions  consideration.  He 
would  now  content  himself  with  the  rimple 
disoharge  of  his  doty  in  presenting  the  me- 


morial, in  asking  for  its  reading^  and  in  moving 
to  lay  it  on  the  taUe. 

Ur,  Hatkb  sMd,  before  the  gentleman  makes 
his  motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table,  I 
wish  to  make  a  few  observations  in  relation  to 
its  present  and  ultimate  ol^jects.  The  subject 
is  one  not  <»ily  of  deep  intwest,  but  calculated 
to  produce  very  unpleasant  feelings  at  the 
South,  where  it  is  perfectly  understood  in  sdl 
its  relations.  This  was  not  the  first  time  that 
questions  of  that  nature  had  been  presented 
toe  Senate.  On  one  occasion  no  notice  had 
been  taken  of  the  memorial ;  and  on  the  other, 
a  report  had  been  made  by  the  comnuttee  who 
had  the  subject  under  consideration,  adverse 
to  the  objects  of  the  memorialists.  Mr.  H.  was 
^lad  that  the  Senator  fh>m  Kentucky  did  not 
intend  to  press  any  decision  at  this  time,  as 
that  would  undoubtedly  tend  to  increase  t^ 
excitement  which  now  prevails  in  one  quarter 
of  the  Union.  It  was  true,  tiiat  in  the  appnn 
priation  by  Congress,  of  fiinds  asked  for  to  ao- 
complisfa  the  o^ects  of  the  Odonlzation  So- 
ciety, the  question  of  slavery  was  not  dtrecUy 
touched ;  but  he  must  be  bliud  who  did  not  see 
that,  if  the  powers  of  the  General  Government 
were  coneeded  to  carry  into  effect  the  first  pre- 
liminary measures  of  the  Society,  the  coloniza- 
tion 0^  the  free  people  of  color  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  its  power  to  accomplish  the  ultimate 
object  in  view,  the  removal  of  the  whole  of  the 
African  race  from  the  United  States,  would,  in 
dae  time,  be  elMmed  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence. The  advocates  of  this  scheme  avow 
the  prindple  of  the  oonstitutional  power  of  the 
Federal  Government,  which  covers  the  whdle 
ground.  What  is  it  I  The  right  in  the  Federal 
Government  to  impose  taxes  and  appropriate 
money  for  purposes  of  colonization — a  power 
certunly  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitotion  €i 
the  United  Stetes,  never  recognized  by  tiie 
States,  and  which  rests  on  the  assumption  that 
the  power  of  taxation  and  aj^ropriation,  in 
which  the  Qolored  population  existe,  is  unlim- 
ited. The  Southern  States  would  never  feel 
secure,  with  regard  to  this  question,  unless  the 
powers  of  this  Oovenuneot,  to  levy  and  dis- 
tribute money,  were  limited  to  the  definite  ob- 
jects specified  in  the  c<mBtitation ;  and,  unless 
that  question  was  settled,  he,  for  one,  would 
never  feel  seonre  for  the  nghts  or  the  property 
of  the  Suathern  Stetes,  exposed,  as  they  wu 
be,  to  be  constantiy  assailed  through  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  Stetes.  Hr.  H.  was  glad  that 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  iiad  discl^ed  any 
intention  to  toaoh  the  question  of  slavery.  He 
himself  should  certeinly  not  enter  upon  it.  He 
(Ur.  H.)  had  risen  to  give  timely  notice  that 
he  would  resist,  to  the  utmost,  now,  and  at  idl 
times  hereafter,  any  attempt  to  touch  the  col- 
ored population,  by  the  interpowtion  of  the 
General  Government.  It  is  s  matter  which 
belongs,  exduuvely,  to  the  several  States,  and 
Gongress  cannot  interfere  with  it  by  appropriap* 
tions  of  money,  or  otherwise,  without  assuming 
a  power  not  conferred  upon  them  by  the  oonsti- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


488 


ABRIDOUENrr  07  THB 


Sbutb.] 

tntioD ;  fl  power  capable  of  being  perverted, 
and  which,  he  verily  believed,  woald  be  per- 
verted to  objects  ebsolQtely  fatal  to  the  Soath- 
em  States. 

Mr.  Glat  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
engage  in  anj  disenssion  at  this  time.  Bnt, 
while  he  mi^t  be  allowed  to  say  that  be  per- 
ftotlyureed  with  the  Senator  IVom  Sooth  Car- 
olina,  l£at  the  General  OovemmeDt  oonld  not, 
oonstitDtiottally,  entertain  for  a  moment  the 
qnesUmi  of  abolition  of  slavery,  he  conld  not 
agree  with  him  that  the  8nl)ject  of  colonizing 
the  free  blacks  belonged  ezclnsivelj  to  Soath 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  other  protesting  States. 
Vltb  regvd  to  the  slave  question,  the  States 
mentioned  b;  the  gentieman  were  not  the  00I7 
ones  concerned.  There  was  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, the  State  he  represented,  (Kentnokj,)  and 
eome  of  the  Sonthwestem  States.  Bnt  Mr.  0. 
repeated  ag^n,  that,  aa  respected  slavery,  there 
was  not  a  particle  ctt  power  in  the  General 
Government  to  toaoh  the  qnestion;  and  he 
•hoold  not,  nw  was  it  necessary  for  him  to 
enter  npm  It.  Bat  the  aaestion,  as  respected 
the  money  power  of  the  Government,  was  em- 
phatically a  Soath  Oardtina  qnestion.  It  was 
from  (wo  of  the  most  eminrat  men  that  South 
Oarolina  had  ever  produced,  that  he  first  beard, 
on  the  floor  of  the  Honse  of  Bepreeeotatives, 
the  doctrine  broached  that  the  power  in  the 
General  GoTemment  to  appropriate  money  was 
without  limit  or  restriction.  When  he  first 
heard  that  doctrine,  he  had  expressed  his  de- 
cided disapprobation  of  it,  and  contended,  as 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  now  does,  that 
the  money  power  of  the  Govonment  was  lim- 
ited by  the  other  powers  granted  in  the  consti- 
tution. With  regard  to  the  ^ipn^riatioDS  of 
ttie  public  lands,  that  was  another  questiott. 
It  had  been  contended  by  some  that  Congress 
bad  the  power  to  dispose  of  them  at  will ;  but, 
assuming  the  existence  of  such  unlimited  con- 
trol, whether  ik  would  be  proper  to  apply  thehr 
proceeds  to  the  colonization  of  the  free  blacks 
or  not,  he  would  not  now  give  an  opiulon. 
When  the  proper  time  had  arrived,  he  hoped 
the  sabieot  woald  have  the  fullest  considera- 
tion. Bat  the  question,  as  it  respected  the  free 
blacks,  was  not  peculiarly  a  Sonuem  auertioa ; 
the  great  Northern  cmitals  oontalned  a  oom- 
parmvely  greater  portion  of  that  population 
than  any  other  portion  d  the  Umon.  The 
State  of  Maryland,  ^hich,  according  to  the  late 
census,  contained  a  very  large  portion  of  them, 
had  coDstantiy,  eamestiy,  and  entburiastioally, 
raised  her  voice  in  favor  of  tiie  objects  of  the 
ColoniEation  Society.  The  question  of  colo- 
nization then  belonged  to  all  the  States  where 
free  blacks  were  to  be  found,  and  they  were  to 
be  found  in  every  one  of  them,  and  they  had 
all,  therefore,  the  unquestionable  right  to  con- 
fer with  the  slavebolding  States  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  applying  sach  means  as  the  General 
Government  can  oonstitaticnally  apply  towards 
ridding  thenudves  ot  the  evil  oolonixatioD. 

ICr.  OaAUBna  aaid,  the  deep  intBrest  Mt  In 
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Maryland,  in  regard  to  the  qnestitm,  must  ex- 
oase-him  for  saymg  a  word.  The  Senator- from 
Kentucky  had  remarked  jnstiy,  that  no  State 
in  the  Union  had  so  large  a  population  of  free 
blacks  08  Maryland a  population  of  which  tiie 
State  was  anxiously  disposed  to  rid  itself.  It 
was  equally  true  that  the  Oolonixation  Socie^ 
had  been  regarded  as  p^-eaenting  the  most  prob- 
able faoiUtiea  to  effiwt  tUa  moat  dedraUe  re- 
mit. The  Society  had,  therefore,  been  ehcr* 
ished  and  aided  by  the  State,  and  an  ajqiropri- 
ation  from  its  Treasury  was  annually  made  to 
promote  the  olgects  of  the  Society.  Be  wodd 
take  leave  to  say,  however,  that  while  the  State 
was  thus  affording  aid  and  eneoura^onent  to 
the  Society,  it  wowd  be  a  most  egregious  emr 
to  suppose  that  this  was  done  in  any  purpose  to 
conntenuice  a  power  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  tnten>ose,  in  any  manner,  or  in  any 
degree,  with  the  question  of  slavery.  On  thk 
qoeatiwi  Maryland  is  altogether  a  'Sondieni 
State.  Neither  Bonth  Oarouna,  nor  any  otiier 
State,  will  be  finmd  more  firm  or  more  prcsnpt 
to  protest  against  the  assamption  of  any  soeh 
power  by  the  Kational  Legislature.  Sadi  was 
the  state  of  feeling  and  (pinion  of  hia  State; 
and  while  he  had  the  honor  to  be  an  ofgan  <tf 
that  feeling  and  oj^nifni,  it  ahotdd.  be  most  fUly 
expressed. 

Bnt  the  objects  of  this  Society  had  never  been 
considered  by  the  people  of  Maryland  to  be 
each  ai  the  Senator  mm  South  Carolina  now 
describes.  That  Senator  must  be  alt<^ther 
mistaken  in  reference  to  those  objects.  He  was 
justified  in  this  remark,  not  only  by  the  &ct 
which  he  had  stated,  of  the  enooangeoMnt 
given  by  Maryland,  bat  also  by  the  oonenrrent 
testimony  of  the  States  of  Delaware,  Virgtoia, 
GeorgitL  and  Tennessee,  all  slaveholding  Stales, 
and  each  of  which  had,  in  the  nx»t  formal  sod 
deliberate  manner,  approved  the  ot^eofes  of  the 
Sodety.  It  was  imposnble  to  conouve  that 
these  ^tes  could  have  expressed  their  i^pio- 
bation  of  an  institntion,  uie  very  pnrpois  of 
which  was  to  assail  an  interest,  in  regard  to 
which,  above  all  others,  they  were  siogidaHy 
sensitive. 

Mr.  Hathb  said,  in  reply,  that  he  bad  ex- 
pressly stated,  in  the  beginning,  that  ha  did  not 
intend  to  enter,  at  this  time,  into  the  merits  of 
the  Goionication  Sodetiy ;  when  that  qnestioa 
came  befim  the  Senate,  he  abonld  be  prq>sred 
to  give  it  a  tbcnongh  examinatiw.  ^present 
he  must  be  permitted  to  make  one  or  two  ob- 
servations in  reply  to  tilie  goitiesun  from  £at- 
taoky  and  Maryland.  Some  of  the  most  re- 
spectable and  distingniabed  individuals  who 
were  members  or  advocates  of  the  Cdonixation 
Society,  had  avowed  that  they  viewed  that 
scheme  as  chiefly  valaable,  because  it  locked 
eventaally  to  a  removal  of  the  whole  of  the 
African  race  from  the  United  States^  and  the 
consequent  abcdition  of  slavery.  The  Senate 
from  Maryland  had  dedared  that  tiie  State  be 
represented  was  friendly  to  the  objects  of  the 
8(me^,  and  made  an  annnal  i^propna^  to*- 
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•rds  it  Mr.  H.  hoped  that  Senator  did  not 
understand  him  as  objecting  to  say  separate 
ootion  by  the  States  on  this  subject ;  that  was 
A  matter  for  their  own  sound  discretion.  The 
Stotcfl  might  oontribnte  what  money  they 
pleased  to  the  removal  of  thdr  own  free  peopte 
of  et^or,  and  no  one  had  a  right  to  ocHnplofn ; 
his  ol^ilemoa  was  to  the  Genwal  Oorammeat 
taUng  a  matter  in  hand  with  which  Ihey  hod 
no  eonstitational  ri^xt  to  intnferei.  With  re- 
to  the  distinemm  drawn  1^  the  Senator 
Kentncky,  between  an  appropriation  of 
the  pablic  lands  imd  the  pnblic  money,  he 
would  not  i^ea  enter  into  a  diBooBsion,  though 
he  confessed  he  ooold  see  no  diffwence  in  me 
principle.  He  would  only  now  repeat,  that 
whenever  the  General  Government  shonid  as- 
sert th6  power  to  levy  (md  appropriate  money, 
or  to  apply  the  pablie  lands  towaras  the  objects 
of  the  Colonization  Soei^y,  it  would  inevitably 
lead  to  the  oonsemiMioei  which  he  had  depre- 
oeted— (or  it  would  rest  on  an  assomptixui  of 
poww  not  to  be  found  in  the  oonatatution ;  and 
when  the  rights  of  the  Bontbwn  States  diould 
eome  to  be  held  no  better  tenure  than  the 
disorMton  of  Ckmgress,  he  should  consider  their 
value  as  gone  fbrever.  His  only  object,  at  this 
time,  howev^,  was  to  enter  his  protest,  as  he 
had  often  done  before,  against  any  snob  exer- 
cise, by  Congress,  of  wh^  he  mnst  eonsider  as 
nnoonstititticmal  power. 
The  mcnoorial  was  then  laid  on  &e  taUe. 


Tkussdat,  April  6. 
Snolutienary  Petition*, 

The  Senate,  in  Committee  of  the  "Whole, 
^en  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  zev- 
olntionary  peoinoa  bill. 

An  amendmoit,  offered  by  Ur.  Foot,  to  in- 
dnde  the  officers  of  the  navy  and  nuuines 
within  the  provisitniB  of  the  bill,  was  agreed  to, 
without  a  division,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Foot. 

Hr.  WiLsun  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  the  word  "  and  "  where  it  oc- 
can  before  "soldien,"  and  inserting  after  "sol- 
diers **  the  words  '*  uul  Indian  niies." 

Ur.  Foot  expressed  the  aoquiesoenoe  of  the 
eonunittee  in  this  amendment.  K  had  been  in- 
tended to  embnoe  all  dassea  who  had  been- 
sabjeoted  to  risk,  whether  they  were  designated 
as  State  troops,  regnlar  troops,  volonteers, 
militia,  or  any  others  who -had  been  draughted, 
and  had  served  for  nine  montbs.dnring  the  war. 
The  same  subject  had  been  discussed  in  com- 
mittee, and  it  was  intended  to  embrace  Uie 
elass  of  men  designated  by  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania. 

lir.  WiLKiNs  r^oined,  that  if  snob  was  the 
intention  of  the  committee,  there  oonld  be  no 
objection  to  "■■'™g  the  intention  more  defi- 
nite. 

lb.  Ujlbot  moved  to  amend  the  amoidment 
\fj  imeitiiig  betwen  the  word  "  soldiara  "  and 


the  words  of  the  wnendment,  "  express  riders, 
boatmen,  wogonera." 

Ur.  Smith  said  be  should  object  to  including 
persons  who,  if  they  did  any  service,'  ran  no 
risk  in  its  performance.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  olasseB  mentioned  by  the  genUeman 
from  New  York,  should  not  be  put  on  the  some 
footing  with  In^an  spies.  Wagcmers  and  boat- 
men, who  were  hired  out  by  their  employers  or 
masters,  ran  no  risk.   This  was  too  bad. 

Hr.  Hatne  Bfud  he  thought  differently  from 
the  gentleinan  from  Maryland.  If  volunteers 
were  entitled- to  the  providons  of  the  bill,  h^ 
saw  no  reason  why  wagoners  and  boatmen 
shonid  be  ezcladed.  He  would  carry  the  prin- 
ciple out  still  farther,  and  include  fanners. 
The  farmers  who  furnished  the  means  of  snb- 
sistenoe,  had  as  ^od  a  cl^m  as  the  wagoners 
who  transported  it  Nay,  he  hoped  the  Senate 
would  go  throogh  with  it,  and  pension  the 
people— nve  a  pennon  to  all  who  lived  in  the 
time  of  toe  revolution.  The  evident  ol^Jeet  of 
t^e  loll  is  to  take  money  oat  of  the  pnblio 
Treasory.  This  he  could  prove  to  be  the  ob- 
ject Ay,  he  could  prove  it  We  are  about  to 
pension  every  man  who,  in  a  war  of  seven 
years,  served  for  a  period  of  foorteeu  months. 
Is  there  a  man  who  lived  in  those  times,  who 
did  not,  at  some  period  or  otiier,  serve  six 
months  ?  Even  after  the  war  of  the  revolution 
bad  terminated,  and  the  preliminaries  of  peaoe 
had  been  signed,  and  Comwallis  had  surren- 
dered, there  were  hongere-on  in  the  camp,  who 
served,  and  were  entitled.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  not  only  wagoners  and  boatmen, 
bnt  flmnen,  traders,  drover^  all  would  be  in- 
dnded.  He  would  embrace  all  who  lived  be- 
fmw  the  trigniog  of  the  treaty.  If  all  who  ran 
risks,  rich  and  poor,  were  to  be  placed  on  an 
equal  fboting,  he  would  include  all. 

Hr.  Smith  stated  that  he  had  been  applied  to 
by  a  constituent,  who  had  been  a  sailmaker 
daring  the  revolution,  and  who  thought  it  hard 
that  be  was  exclnded  fA>m  the  benefit  of  the 
pension  law.  Mr.  S.  stud  he  asked  him,  "  Have 
you  served  -in  the  militia  I  Did  you  ever 
maroh  t "  "  No ;  but  I  made  aaila  fior  a  privn- 
teer." 

The  question  was  th«i  pn^  and  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  qoestion  recurring  m  the  amendmeQt 
moved  by  Mr.  Wiueuib, 

Mr.  Obuhdt  stated,  that  whatever  might  be 
his  final  vote  on  this  bill,  he  would  never  vote 
to  indade  any  who  have  not  meritorious 
dums.  He  had  understood  that  this  bill 
would  not  be  pressed  after  the  expiration  of 
the  hoar.  Witn  a  view  to  allow  time  to  pre- 
pare his  amendment^  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  taU^  uid  prooeed  to  the  orderB  of  the 
day.  • 

These  motions  being  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
ctoy. 
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UfflTDAT,  April  0. 
Mevehitumary  Ferawu. 

Ur.  Foot,  the  morning  bosiness  hftring  been 
gone  through,  moved  that  the  Senate  bow  take 
vp  the  bill  snpplemeDtary  to  an  act  for  the  »- 
lief  of  ootidn  snrriving  o^cera  and  eoldiera 
the  reTOlntion.  ' 

Ur.  Gbdndt  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Sen- 
ate would  not  take  np  this  bill  to-day.  There 
was  an  important  debate  pending,  which  occu- 
pied the  whole  attention  of  the  Senate ;  and  it 
yrould  be  found  impossible  to  oarrj  on  two  im- 
portant discQssions  at  the  same  time,  with  any 
advant^  to  the  pablio  interests. 
-  The  qaeetiou  was  then  put  on  taking  up  the 
bill,  and  owried  in  tbe  affinnatiTe— yeaa.  SO, 
nays  16. 

Mr.  BoBiKBOK  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in 
the  6th  Uoe,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  militia,"  tiie  wwda  "  and  officers  loid  soldiers 
who  swved  under  GeneraU  Wayne  and  Clarke 
in  the  Northwestern  Territory,  and  in  the  In* 
^an  wara,  after  the  revolution." 

Mr.  Smith  said  that  if  this  class  were  to  be 
admitted,  he  knew  of  no  reason  why  die  sol- 
diers under  Harmar,  St  Olair,  and  Huntramok, 
should  not  be  included.  They  came  before 
Wayne.  As  the  bill  was  now  about  to  be 
amended,  it  would  lead  to  an  exp^itnre  of  a 
million  a  year.  He  had  been  so  much  decwred 
on  a  former  occasion,  that,  hereafter,  he  should 
put  no  trust  in  calculations. 

Mr.  Foot  remarked  that  the  Senate  had 
already  decided  tbe  principle  that  no  pension 
Rboald  be  granted  exoept  for  miUtary  serrices 
performed  in  the  war  of  the  rerolntaon. 

Mr.  Bibb  e^  tliat  he  oarad  not  on  what 
ground  the  Senator  from  Oonneettont  not'  this 
bUL  In  any  view,  the  present  proportion  was 
entitled  to  as  much  attenti(Hi  as  any  which 
could  be  presented  to  the  Senate.  When  Gen- 
eral Clarke  entered  into  the  contest,  Easkaskia 
and  Vincennes  were  both  in  the  possession  of 
the  British  troops,  and  we  had  not  a  right  to  a 
single  foot  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  General 
Olu-ke,  out  of  his  own  means,  raised  men, 
strained  his  own  resources  to  tiie  utmost,  and, 
at  the  moment  when  General  Hamilton,  the 
British  commander,  deemed  himself  to  be  in 
perfect  leoarity,  attacked  him,  rescned  these 
strong  positions  from  his  grasp,  a^d  made  him 
a  prisoner.  General  Clarke  was  so  pushed  for 
oaoDon,  that  he  had  to  make  a  substitute  by 
n^g  hMts ;  and  General  Hamilton  actually  shed 
tears  when  be  marched  out  of  the  fort,  and 
was,  for  the  first  time,  made  sensible  of  the 
Bmallness  of  tlie  force  (about  half  his  own)  to 
which  he  had  surrendered.  Bat  for  this  bril- 
liant aohievement,  we  should  have  no  settle- 
ment in  all  the  country  lying  northwest  of  the 
Ohio ;  for  we  had  taken  no  step  to  establish 
ourselves  there :  and  there  was  no  mutiny,  or 
what  was  called  "  rebellion  "  in  the  language  of 
the  d^,  which  could  have  led  to  an  aben^im 
from  Great  Britain.  All  that  we  have  aeqnired 


[Am,  IMS. 

in  that  r^on  of  country  is  the  fruit  of  the  ca- 
pacious intellect  of  Gweral  (Mariie. 

Who,  he  asked,  were  the  ali^  of  Grest 
Britain  }  They  were  the  Indiana ;  and  it  wu 
through  these  allies  that  the  West  had  to  o«b> 
tend  ag^st  the  poww  of  Gteat  Brituii  during 
the  war  of  tbe  Tevototioo ;  and  if  the  Indam 
war  contanued  in  the  West  after  that  ef  the 
revolution,  it  was  a  oontinnatim  oi  diat  wai; 
because  the  Insane  were  exeited  by  Gzeit 
Britun.  On  tliis  prinmple,  tiie  classes  «b- 
braced  in  tlie  amendment  have  pefformad  whst 
comes  within  the  meaning  of  molntionaiT  so^ 
vioee. 

We  have  a  treaty  formed  with  Great  Britain 
in  179S,  but  this  treaty  did  not  end  the  Indisn 
war  in  the  West  Bat  he  would  [mt  tite  adop- 
tion of  tbe  amendment  on  another  ground. 
We  now  possess  the  Northwest  Territory,  dis- 
encumbered of  IndJons.  Gre^  Britain  heid 
this  country  and  protected  it,  and  we  conld  not 
have  held  it  by  any  right  wm^  we  dbuld  have 
set  up.  In  1794,  wh«&  General  Wayne  pntaa 
end  to  the  Indiu  war,  we  had  but  one  settle- 
ment, and  that  lying  under  the  protecti<Mi  of 
the  guns  of  the  fort  He  could  not  move  in 
that  region  without  leaving  a  chain  of  fwts  be- 
hind him,  and  the  troops  which  he  commanded 
were  all  to  be  drawn  from  Kentucky,  for  tber* 
was  not  a  military  man  around  hun^  Wben  he 
marched,  he  swt  word  to  Geuwal  Washingtan 
that  the  Indians  were  too  powerful  for  hiio, 
and  be  bad  to  fight  thean  m  garrison  and  in 
fortress.  General  Scott,  who  was  then  in  HiU- 
adelphia,  was  teat  to  his  relief  by  Qeaenl 
Wasningfton;  and  after  his  arrival  the  battfe 
was  fought.  Are  we  to  disregard  serrkmof 
this  character  t  He  trusted  not ;  but  be  boped 
that  they  would  be  deemed  by  the  Hoose  n 
important  as  those  of  the  revolutionary  war. 

But,  looking  at  the  matter  on  the  aeon  of 
justice,  it  must  be  admitted  that  no  men  woe 
more  entitled  to  tbe  benefits  of  tbis  lull  than 
the  hardy,  brave,  and  adventurous  men  wtio 
contended  against  the  scalping-knife  and  the 
tomahawk — as  dangerous  service  as  any  in 
which  men  were  engaged.  We  have  received 
from  them  services  far,  in  value,  exceeding  any 
compensation  we  can  rive  in  return ;  tat  they 
conquered  the  whole  <a  that  extensive  oountry, 
and  nave  left  it  in  our  hands. 

Mr.  Gbusdt  said  that  if  any  men  were  enti- 
tled to  the  benefit  of  this  bill,  these  men  were 
clearly  the  most  entitled.  Why  do  we  give 
pensions  at  all  t  It  is  on  account  of  the  baabds 
encountered  by  individuals,  and  the  ben^ts 
which  have  resulted  from  those  hazards  to  the 
country.  If  there  were  any  other  ground  on 
which  these  chdms  were  placed,  he  did  not 
know  it.  This  class  of  men  had  suffered  more 
than  any  other  which  had  served  in  the  war. 
They  formed  a  part  of  the  revolutionary  army. 
After  tiie  treaty  of  1763,  whMi  we  were  in  the 
ei^yment  <tf  peace  and  oafe^,  the  Indian  war 
oontmaed  to  rage  in  the  West  dnring  ten  or 
twelve  yean,  nwse  men  weni  engiCQd  bj  the 

Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  G0N6BE8S. 


441 


GovMDmeat,  and  rftn'riska  greater  tbaD  those 
eDdnred  hj  foar-fifthB  of  the  persons  inoladed 
in  the  proTisions  of  the  biU.  And  if  they  snf- 
fiered  as  mnoh  in  the  suae  cause,  vhj  are  the 
.  benefits  nS  the  bill  to  be  ^ren  to  one  set  of 
men,  and  not  given  to  antrtfaerf  Whj  extend 
timn  to  the  time  of  the  disbanding  of  the  gen- 
eral  army,  and  not  Indnde  those  who  were  re- 
tained in  the  service  beyond  that  period  i  The 
taw  left  of  tiiese  men  reside  in  the  West ;  aiid 
it  ia  not  to  be  expected  that  Western  Senators 
would  ait  still,  and  not  seonre  to  th«r  constitu- 
ents that  to  which  thej  are  so  Justly  entitled. 

Mr.  RoBisBOH  e^resaed  his  readiness  to  ao- 
oept  the  so^eation  to  embraoetheae  persMU  In 
'  his  amendment 

Hr.  Obvkdt  then  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  aooordingly.  The  amendment,  as 
modified,  reads — 

"  And  officers  and  soMIera.  who  served  under 
Generals  Wayne,  Clarke,  EUrmar,  Huntramck,  apd 
SC-Cl^r,  in  the  Northwestttrn  Territory,  tad  in  the 
In^n  wsn,  after  the  revolntioa." 

Itr.  BEBTToir  repeated  the  history  of  the  ser- 
■vica  of  (General  Clarke,  and,  as  the  hpur  had 
expired  for  morning  basinesa,  moved  to'  la^  the 
biU  on  tbe  table;  carried  in  the  affirmative— 
jeas  S5. 

On  motion  of  ICr.  Fobstto,  it  was 

S»$ohed,  Tlut  the  Prestdent  be  requested  to 
commuideate  with  the  Senate  all  the  instnictionB 
nven  by  this  Qovenunent  to  oar  Uinisters  to  Oreat 
&i^n;  and  all  ttia  correspondeooe  of  our  Miais- 
tera  M  the  anhjeet  of  the  cidoiual  and  West  Indls 
trade,  rfnoe  tbe  third  of  Uarch,  1886,  not  hereto- 
fore communicated,  so  &r  as  the  public  Interest 
will,  m  his  judgment,  permit. 


WSDNESDJLT,  April  11. 

Be9ol*ti<maiy  Pmsintt. 

Hr.  Foot  moved  that  the  S«iate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bQl  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  officers 
and  scddiers  of  the  army  of  the  revolution. 
He  stated  that  he  was  yesterday  appealed  to  by 
an  old  soldier,  who  be^ed  to  know  if  Oongress 
was  abont  to  pass  any  bill  for  the  relief  of 
those  who  had  performed  revolutionary  ser- 
vices.  If  not,  he  sdd,  he  hoped  they  would 
pass  a  bin  to  hang  all  this  class  of  men,  aAd  re- 
neve  them  from  uieir  misery  at  once. 

The  question  was  carried— yeas  18,  nays  12. 

The  amendment  ofifored  or  Mr.  Bosnraoir 
hedng  on^  oonuderation,  which  read  as  fbl- 
lo'ws: 

*'And  offieen  and  aoldieia  who  served  nnder 
Generda  Wayne,  Clarke,  Hanqar,  Hamtramck,  and 
St.  {^air,  in  the  Northwestern  Territory,  and  In  the 
Indian  wars,  after  the  reroluUon  ** — 

Mr.  Whkb  moved  furdwr  to  amend  the 
amendmeat,  by  adding  the  following  words : 

**  And  any  odier  person  who  was  b  smriee  niH 
der  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  against  any 


tribe  or  nation  of  Indians,  previous  to  the  1st  of 
January,  1795." 

Mr.  White  was  unwilling  that  all  the  citizens 
of  the  Northwest  should  be  inoloded-  in  the 
bill,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  of  the  South* 
west.  He  feared  that  the  Senate  would  get  off 
from  the  true  principle.  If  the  object  of  pen- 
sioning Js  to  provide  for  those  who  are  dis- 
abled, or  who  are  in  circumstances  too  indigent 
to  permit  them  to  provUe  for  themselves,  his 
amendment  would  not  vitdata  this  principle. 
Bnt  if  the  Senate  are  to  aband<»i  this  ground, 
it  was  bnt  just  t^at  all  leotlonB  of  the  country 
^onld  share  alike. 

Hr.  Fbelikohtttsbn  expressed  his  apprehen- 
sion that  tRe  bill,  thus  saddled  down  with 
amendments,  mivht  be  destroyed,  and  that  thia 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
was  offered  in  no  spirit  of  friendship  for  the 
bill.  It  was  impossible,  too,  to  resist  these 
amendments.  No  one  pretended  to  doubt  the 
meritorious  services  of  the  persons  included  in 
these  amendments.  Bnt  he  had  always  under- 
stood that  it  was  found  neoessuy  to  adopt  a 
principle  of  discrimination ;  and  if  nosuffident 
reason  existed  for  this  discriminatitm,  the  bill 
ought  to  be  made  still  more  exteodve  than  it 
is.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Gktjit- 
dt)  had  inquired  the  other  day,  why  the  bill 
stopped  with  the  revolntaonaiy  war.  It  stopped 
there  because  it  was  the  termination  of  tnat 
war ;  because  it  was  the  revolution ;  and  be- 
cause they  who  fought  to  accomplish  that  glo- 
rious event,  could  not  properly  be 'classed  with 
the  men  in  179fi,  who  were  ^hting  for  a  cer- 
tain fttj.  The  men  of  the  revolnthm  contend- 
ed for  every  thine  that  was  dear  to  thuiH- 
home,  hearth,  and  freedom.  They  fboght  for 
a  Government;  they  fought  for  their  eocial 
rights ;  and  they  achieved  every  thing  by  their 
own  toils  and  their  own  blood.  The  discrimi- 
nation is  as  broad  as  daylight  can  make  it,  or 
as  between  any  two  classes  of  soldiers ;  the 
one  fighting  for  a  sure  and  duly  oonsideraMon, 
and  the  other  for  Government  and  social  inter- 
course. For  whom  has  the  bill  made  pro- 
vision f  For  those  who  are  emphatically  *'  rev- 
olntjonary  pensioners."  The  militia  hiad  car- 
ried on  everywhere  a  partisan  war,  with  quite 
as  much  loss  of  property  and  blood ;  and  it  had 
been  a  sntjeot  <tf  frequent  inqidiT  why  the 
militia  were  not  all  placiBd  on  the  same  footing 
with  those  provided  for  by  the  hill.  Gentle- 
men from  most  of  the  States  have  been  in- 
structed to  see  jusUoe,  thon^  late,  done  to 
this  class  of  Bcddiers,  who  had  been  engaged  in 
a  contest  for  freedom,  such  as  was  never  wit- 
nessed in  the  w-orld  before.  If  these  men  con 
show  that  they  have  rendered  reTolutlonary 
services,  let  them  do  so.  But  if  the  bill  is  to 
be  so  extended  as  to  reward  all,  why  should 
not  those  who  were  at  New  Orleans,  at  Tippe- 
canoe, at  Bridsewater,  and  alb  many  other 
plaeea,  be  inohidedt  It  cannot  be  done.  In 
(wder  to  be  oonristent  in  ita  keystation,  the 
Soiate  must  reject  ail  these  amendmenta,  and 
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conflDO  the  proTieiona  of  th«  bUl  to  Tevolntion- 
aiy  lerrices.  With  these  riewB,  he  would  be 
oompelled  to  rote  against  all  these  amend- 
mentB. 

Mr.  Qaamr  admitted  that  the  r^eotion  of 
the  anmidment  would  make  the  legislation  of 
tiu  Senate  more  enuisteitt  than  their  adoivtami. 
A  portion  of  the  troops  «nhraoed  in  the 
amendment  of  his  ooUeagiu^  were  enga^ied  in 
reToIotlonsry  service.  And  what  difference, 
he  adced,  could  there  he  between  those  en- 
gaged in  the  revolutionary  war  on  this  side  the 
mountains,  and  those  similarly  engaged  on  the 
other  side  f  They  who  were  en^ged  on  this 
side  were  contending  agunst  the  British  sol- 
diers, while  those  on  the  other  were  fighting 
agunst  the  Indian  allies  of  Great  Brit^  He 
stated  it  to  be  his  intention  to  vote  for  this 
amendment,  and  for  the  whole  amendment,  if 
this  should  be  adopted. 

ICr.  Smith  said  be  ^nld  vote  against  the 
amendment,  and,  afterwards,  agdnst  the  whole 
IhIL  There  was  a  difference  between  the  ser- 
vloe  in  the  East  and  that  in  the  West,  which 
operated  in  his  mind  uainst  the  amendment. 
When  Congress  offbrea  half  pay  for  life,  the 
Eastern  members  opposed  the  measure,  on  the 
groand  of  the  impobcj  of  introducing  a  system 
of  peosioninff.  It  was  then  proposed  to  nve 
five  years'  fall  pay  to  the  officers  in  lien  of  naif 
pay  for  Ufa.  and  thus  to  avoid  pensions.  Now, 
the  gronnd  seems  to  be  oomfd^ely  dianged. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  behind  him, 
(Mr.  Qmnn',)  seoned  to  have  fUlen  into  an 
OTOTf  when  ne set npoUma for  tme partionlar 
part  of  the  Union.  The  Eastern  soldiers  had 
tnmed  out  and  fought  is  bravely  as  the  militia 
of  tiie  West.  Bnt  the  fact  wa^  that  there  had 
been  bat  very  few  militia  oalled  ont  in  the  East 
after  1778 ;  and  the  Southern  war  was  fought 
after  that  period.  The  militia  in  that  part  of 
the  Union  were  then  called  oat  in  great  num- 
bers, so  Uiat  both  sides  of  the  znonntaina  were 
about  on  a  par. 

In  Maryland,  the  militia  were  called  ont  in 
,1777,  and  bnt  few  were  called  afterwards  in 
the  East  In  New  York,  the  0<mneo(icut 
troops  did  service.  After  that  Ume,  there  was 
ooD^araUvely  peace  on  this  side  the  moon- 
tains.  Bnt  the  Southern  militia  were  after- 
wards called  out,  and  ctmstitnted  the  main 
force  of  that  section  of  country.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  bill  in  principle.  If  the  amend- 
ments were  adopted,  ne  conld  see  no  good  rea- 
son why  the  soldiers  of  the  last  war  should  not 
be  included.  There  were  few  who  came  oot  of 
that  service,  daring  the  war^  who  did  not  leave 
it  in  a  state  of  poverty,  having, been  compelled 
to  look  to  then-  own  means  for  their  sapport 
But  it  was  not  so  with  those  who  came  oot 
after  the  war.  He  was  of  the  opinitm  that  the 
Eastern  meu  acted  correctly  in  putting  a  stop 
to  penmHU.1  If  tiiese  propontiona  were  to  be 
earned  ont,  the  bill  would  empty  the  Treasnry. 
Thore  was  a  |dan,  when  he  oaue  into  Congress, 
to  peoiion  for  three  yean,  i^^ng  equal  to  half 


pay,  whitdi  would  have  oansed  an  ezpuidttDra 
of  about  $500,000  a  year.  It  was  raised  in  tite 
House  to  eight  dollan  a  day,  and  wai  m 
changed  as  to  oontfonplate  an  annual  azpeodi- 
ture  of  two  millions^  It  was  always  the  esn 
that^  when  thm  was  a  nana  Treasoty,  Ooa- 
grtm  became  soddenly  ana  fiddly  eooDomieil; 
but  when  ibe^  was  jdenty  of  money  -in  the 
IVeasury,  every  one  is  rea^  for  a  prodigal  ex- 
penditnre.  This  bill  woold  lead  to  a  heavy  tH' 
penditore,  not  for  one  year  only,  but  (or 
year.  He  had  gone  mto  the  war  with  nbe 
thousand  pounds  of  his  own  monety,  and,  irtm 
he  came  out,  he  had  nothing. 

Ut.  Wsm  B^d  tliat.  his  fliend  from  "Sew 
Jersey  was  right  in  the  snppoaitioD  tint  b« 
(Mr.  W.)  had  not  offered  his  amendment  wiQi 
any  view  to  Impede  the  bilL  His  ofa^  vm, 
if  the  bill  was  to  pass,  to  make  its  opcntioa 
Jut  and  eqoal,  as  regards  all  portiou  of  the 
oonntiy.  If  the  ameodment  4ie  bail  offmi 
were  adopted,  he  sbonld  oot  be  any  more  dit-  ' 
posed  to  vote  for  the  bill  He  believed  that  I 
the  bill  now  was,  6»  fidae  in  prinoi^de; 
but,  althon^  wrong,  if  it  was  to  pass,  be 
would  carry  oot  the  prindple  so  as  to  make  it 
apply  to  all— to  the  militia  of  tiie  West  as  weO 
as  to  all  others.  It  was  not  a  eotreet 
Ntion  that  this  amendment  was  founded  on  i 
principle  distinct  from  that  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  BnoBKEB  thought  the  amendmwt  went 
too  &r.  He  was  not  quite  prepared  to  say  that 
he  would  not  vote  for  the  bill  in  its  ori^pnil 
shape,  bnt  he  could  not  hdp  saying  that  be 
thought  the  wh<de  system  was  wrong.  He  ns 
not  di^oaed  to  adopt  a  penaimi  aystOB  beyond 
those  who  had  betm  ii^nred  In  the  serriM  tf 
their  country.  Any  thing  beyond  that,  be  ooit- 
sidered  to  be  bad  policy.  But  as  the  proviniMu 
of  the  law  have  oeen  extei^ed,  in  wm  de- 
gree^ beyond  this  principle,  he  saw  no  snfB- 
aent  reason  why  this  i^mid]^  or  good  feelii^ 
shoold  not  ho  extended  to  tlia  mUitia  of  tb* 
period. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johhbtoh,  fifteen  hundred 
extra  copies  of  tiie  report  the  Select  Cwn- 
mittee  on  the  apportionmnt  Mil  were  ordand 
to  be  printed. 


Trdbsdat,  April  13. 
AfpropriaiionBill. 
The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole,  the  oonrideration  of  the  bill  mBkiDg 
^>[vopriation8  for  the  service  of  tlM  Uoitea 
States  for  the  year  188S.. 

JSpfru  OotiypMuation  U  tke  Tmritvrtal  /w^ 
Z>»ty. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved,  after  reading  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  an  amenament,  to 
the  following  effect : 

"Fwrspeu^  serriees  peiibtmed  byJ.Ii.Sety, 
Esq.,  fitr  sanriees  and  expenees  in  boidhigaetwt 
for  ibe  trial  of  Winusbwo  ladisM  at  Fialria  da 
ChUurtUS  SO. 
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The  amendment  was  resisted,  on  the  gronDd 
that  the  serviees  were  irithiD  the  proper  line  of 
Judge  Dotj*B  jo^eial  duty,  and  tluit  he  was  no 
mor*  entitled  to  extra  paj  than  he  wonld  he 
Ibr  his  tavern  expenses  and  trarelling  to  anj 
eocrt  in  bis  immediate  district  On  the  other 
hand,  the  mpportmof  the  amendment  loaisted 
that  the  Judge  was  not  hoiund  to  go  to  Prurie 
dn  Ohten,  and  tlut,  heing  snUeeted  to  eztraor- 
dinary  expenses  tn  the  perfonnanoe  <tf  tiua 
duty,  which  was  ei^oined  on  him  hf  the  War 
DeMrtment,  he  was  enlitkd  to  extra  p^, 

Th»  amendment  -was  negatived. 

Minion  to  Chiatetaala. 
Ifr.  OuLT  then  rose  to  ask  the  attention  of 
tfae  Senate  to  an  ^prom^ation  proposed  for  the 
dii^omatio  service,  which  he  deemed  to  be 
wndly  imneeessBiy.  It  was  for  the  ontttt  and 
•alary  of  a  chargd  d'affaires,  at  Gnatemala. 
On  a  fffrmar  oocami  he  had  stated  to  the  Sen- 
ate his  belief  that  the  pnblie  service  did  not 
nqafre  in  to  be  represented  at  that  Govem- 
ment.  A  ehargi  had  been  ninninated  during 
Hie  present  session;  no  diaonssion  had  taken 
place  on  the  nomination ;  aod  he  (Mr.  0.)  being 
absent  from  his  seat  at  the  time,  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  making  soch  ezplaoatiooa  as  he  be- 
lieved, if  made,  would  have  prevented  the  con- 
firmation of  the  appointment.  The  agent, 
however,  bad  not  left  the  United  States,  and  it 
was  not  now  too  late  to  correct  the  evil.  With 
respect  to  the  chatgd  himself  he  believed  no 
ol^aotikm  eoald  be  nude;  the  gmtianan  wooU 
do  qnite  as  well  as  nuaj'  others  who  had  been 
aiipointed — stood  in  some  sort  of  Cunilv  rela- 
mmship  to  Mm,  and  had  been  partienlarV  dls- 
tingnisned  by  his  zeal  in  tiie  caose  of  the  pra- 
ent  Administration.  The  gentieman,  moreover, 
rerided  in  the  same  town  with  hims^  and  had 
been  a  oandidate  to  represent  his  district  in  the 

Csent  Congress,  in  which  oonteet  be  bad  been 
ten  some  ten  or  fifteen  hundred  votes. 
That,  however,  formed  no  sort  of  objection  to 
him ;  the  Only  question  was,  the  office  that  had 
been  conferred  on  him  was  not  needed  fm*  the 
pabtio  service.  On  this  sobject  be  felt  some- 
what Boticitoos,  becanse  the  office  was  one  of 
tiioee  which  the  last  Administratioa  pn^maed 
to  retrench ;  and  if  the  present  Admluatration 
did  not  mean  to  redeem  the  pledges  of  re- 
trenchment and  reform  that  brought  them  into 
*  office,  it  was  to  be  hoped  they  wonld  leave 
nndistorbed  those  that  nad  been  omtemplated 
by  the  last. 

Ur.  Tazxwxix  fomid  himself  very  mooh  in 
the  sitnation  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland. 
He  felt  constrained  to  vote  for  the  appropria- 
tion to  pay  the  salary,  as  the  Sen^  by  ita 
own  act,  had  created  tbe  office  which  it  was 
attempted,  by  a  side-blow,  to  lop  off.  The 
Senate  was  not  at  lib^ty  to  refase  the  appro- 

Eriatitm  tor  ut  office  its  own  vote  had  assisted 
I  eataUIshing  within  the  preaent  aeadon. 
How  fiv  WOQM  the  gentleman  tnm  Kentnoky 
oanyoathisprin^put  Wonld  he  ap^  it)  1^ 


[Saun* 

in  bia  opinion,  necessary,  to  the  salaries  of 
officers  created  by  law  i  And  yet  this  would  be 
the  effect,  if  the  motion  of  that  gentieman  pre- 
vailed. In  the  present  case,  the  President  nad 
nuninated.  tbe  Senate  had  ooofirmed,  thereby 
ere^ng  toe  and  the  Honee  o!  Bepre- 

aentativea,  acting  on  this  neation  of  cMoe^  nad 
sent  to  the  Senate  an  appropriation  to  pay  the 
salary  which  it  was  then  propoaed  to  strike 
ont.  Ur.  T.  ooold  not  ooasent  to  sauotion  a 
principle  of  this  sort  When  the  nonunation 
was  before  the  Senate,  he  entertdned  tfae  same 
view  with  regard  to  it  as  expressed  by  .the  Sen- 
ator  from  Koitacky ;  be  oonld  not  see  any  rea- 
mja  for  sending  a  Minister  to  this  Government, 
if  a  Government  it  was  at  all.  But,  inasmuch 
as  there  bad  been  a  Minister  there  for  many 
years  previooa,  and  not  a  sio^e  soggestion  was 
made  oefore  tiw  omnmittee  as  to  the  inutility 
d  tiie  misrion,  he  ^  not  dewi  it  necessary  to 
call  upon  the  Exeootive  for  additional  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Houcxs  expressed  himself  as  much  grat-  ■ 
ifled  that  his  o^d-iashioncd  aentiments  had  been 
so  well  snstiuned  by  the  chairman  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Belations,  (Mr.  Tazxwxll.) 
He  should  he^n  to  think  himself  a  very  cor- 
rect and  oonsutent  politi<»an.  For  example, 
when  the  Panama  misnou  was  under  oonsider- 
ation,  he  thou^t  it  inexpedient,  and  voted  in 
favor  of  the  resolutions  presented  by  tbe  Oonj- ' 
mittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in  opposition  to  - 
tbe  measore.  When  the  only  affirmative  j^p- 
o^tim  was  on  the  tidd^  the  ere^uHi  m  tbe 
Minlaten,  he  voted,  with  the  ehairman  of  that 
oonmilttM^  against  the  measnre ;  bat  when  Ihe 
Un  eame  fnm  the  House  of  BepresmtBtives, 
after  the  officers  had  been  created,  making  an 
appropriation  for  their  salaries,  he  (Mr.  H.) 
gave  uie  only  consistent  vote — he  voted  to  pay 
them.  Then,  like  the  Senator  from  Viigmia 
on  tbe  present  occasion,  he  did  not  feel  himaelf 
at  liberty  to  refuse  tbe  salaries  after  the  Senate 
bad  created  the  offices ;  and,  now,  he  must  in- 
fonn  the  Senator  from  Kentoibky  that  he  should 
vote  on  the  same  principle. 

Mr.  Tazkwkll  observed  that  nothing  in  his 
coarse  could  authorixe  a  oomparison  Mtweea 
hink  and  the  Senator  flnm  Mame,  etthia  as  re- 
garded owudstenoy  w  any  tiling  else,  mie 
remarks  of  that  gentleman,  howevw,  oalled  fbr 
a  reply  on  anotiiw  pi^t.  Hun  was  a  sreat 
difference  between  the  Auuuna  misdon  and  tbe 
present  one.  If  tiie  gmtiemaa  from  Maine 
would  torn  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  made  on  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to,  he  would  find  that  tbe  mun  difficult 
arged  tn  tbe  report  was  the  unconstitutionality 
of  the  mission.  The  committee  believed  that 
Congress  poeseesed  no  anthority  to  send  Minis- 
ters to  a  congress  of  nations.  IMffering,  there- 
fore, from  a  majority  of  the  Senate,  he  had 
voted  against  the  measure,  in  all  ita  stagw; 
first,  against  tiie  ereatlon  of  the  offioea.  The 
House  at  Representatives,  oonoorring  with  the 
mijori^,  mm  the  ^propriation  to  pay  tihe 
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Balaries  of  the  Hinisters  that  had  been  appoint- 
ed ;  and  he,  for  one,  heUering  that  the  Ezecn- 
tive  and  Senate  had  no  constitotionol  right  to 
inatitate  the  mission,  voted  a^inst  it.  That 
was  one  difference  between  the  Panama  mia- 
rion  and  the  preaent  one ;  for  no  one,  for  a  mo- 
ment, would  sappose  that  the  Freddent  and 
Senate  haA  not  a  ri^t  to  send  e  Minister  to 
Oentral  Amnica. 

Mr.  BssTOiT  rose  to  make  some  obaerrations 
on  the  muD  point  of  ohjection — the  alleged  in- 
EagQificanoy  of  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  Onatemala.  It  was  alleged  that  this 
commerce  was  too  inconmderable  to  merit  the 
mission  of  a  charge  d'affaires ;  that  the  profits, 
in  fact,  of  the  whole  commerce,  would  not  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  mi^n.  Tfai&  Mr.  B. 
was  very  certain,  was  a  great  mistake.  He 
held  in  Me  hand  ttie  document  of  the  com- 
merce and  nav^atton  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1B80— the  last  that  was  printed.  Mr. 
B.  uien  read  from  the  docameut,  to  show 
that  the  whole  imports  from  Onatemala  were 
|80S^B20 ;  and  of  Uiis  amount,  about  $140,000 
oonaisted  of  gold  akd  silver  coin  and  bulli(Hi. 
The  domestic  exports  were  $188,000,  which  he 
said  were  four  times  aa  great  as  the  domestic . 
exports  to  Rassia,  and  eight  times  as  great  as 
they  were  to  Prueoa.  The  foreign  exports 
sent  frota  the  United  States  were  $110,000 ;  so 
that,  if  there  was  any  thing  in  the  balance  of 
trade,  here  was  a  balance  of  about  $60,000  in 
favor  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  B.  thought 
this  oommnoe  was  wdl  wwth  »^^«Hiig  to 
now ;  and  as  Onatemala  was  a  young  and  a 
growing  country,  it  must  soon  be  nnicui  more 
oonriderable,  if  cherish^  and  preserved.  Mr. 
B.  would,  ther^are,  oorcUalW  vote  in  fitvw  of 
the  appropriation  me  deflraymg  the  expenses  of 
tiie  mission. 

Mr.  Bmn  made  a  few  observati<ns  in  <qiposi- 
tion  to  the  motion,  exprescdng  his  hope  that 
what  had  been  done  in  thU  case  by  the  Presi- 
dent, wjth  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, woidd  not  be  reversed  in  this  manner.  He 
considered  the  matter  as  now  placed  beyond 
the  control  of  the  Senate.  The  right  of  ap- 
pointing to  foreign  missions,  and  of  receiving 
foreign  Ministers,  he  i^ewed  as  an  exolndve 
r^t  apperbUning  to  the  Frerident  In  the 
present  instuioe,  we  Senate  had  owflrmed  the 
nomination,  and  tiie  other  House  having  appto- 

Sriated  the  means.  It  must  be  palpable  that  the 
enate  could  not  do  othenrfse  than  oonfonn  to 
cironrastanees. 

Mr.  Ghambbbs  gave  the  reasons  which  would 
compel  hira  to  vote  against  the  motion.  He 
r^retted  that  it  had  been  made  at  this  time. 
If  the  statements  of  the  Senator  had  been  made 
at  another  time,  they  would  doubtless  have 
influenced  bis  vote,  and  probably  the  nomina- 
tion would  have  met  with  a  different  &te. 

Mr.  FuBSTTB  spoke  briefly  in  opposition  to 
the  motion.  He  was  of  the  <^mon  that  to 
r^se  the  appropriaticra  so  immediately  after 
oonflrming  ue  mm^nation}  would  e^nae  Um 


[Ar«L,  isas. 

Senate  to  some  censure.  It  was  siud  that  this 
mission  was  unnecessary.  The  nominatuxi  was 
made  to  replace  the  Minister  appointed  last 
session.  There  had  been  plenty  of  time  to 
inquire  into  the  neoesei^.  Why  had  there 
been  no  call  for  informationt  after  what  tba 
Frendent  had  stated  on  the  sul^eot  in  his  an- 
nual Meaaage  I  [Here  Mr.  F.  read  an  extract 
fh}m  the  Message  on  the  mUect  of  onr  rda* 
tions  with  Ouatemala.]  He  Uiou^t  the  mis- 
sion was  necessary,  and  that  the  appropriatin 
ought  not  to  be  refiised,  without  a  Bofficieot 
reason  being  given. 

Mr.  KmoHT,  with  a  view  to  give  time  to 
make  some  further  eiaminatiMi,  moved  that 
the  Senate  now  adjourn — ^yeas  18,  nays  21.' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cla.t^ 
motion,  to  strike  out  the  appropriatitm,  and 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Tkab. — Messrs.  Clay,  ClRyton,  Ewing,  Foot, 
Johnston,  Kandain,  RobbiDB,  Seymoar — 8. 

Kays.— Messrs.  Bell,  Beaton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Baeh- 
ner,  Chambers,  Dallas,  Dickeraon,  Dudley,  Fonyth, 
FreUoghayseD,  Gmndy,  Hendiieka,  Hitt,  Kane, 
King,  KiUf^t,  Hangum,  Marcy,  Miller,  ruiiliM. 
Bobutson, .  timitb,  Tazewell,  ^ptoo,  TomliBSO^ 
Traup,  Tyler,  White,  WiUdns-^ 

ftaDAT,  April  18. 
Mitrion  to  Belgium, 

Mr.  Olat  tlim  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striUng  out  so  mnoh  as  provides  fat  a  ytnit^y 
toBel^om. 

He  expressed  his  perfect  beUef  that  the  pcce- 
ent  Administntion  and  thdr  friends  were  aox- 
ioDS  to  fulfil  all  the  pledges  of  reform  which 
they  had  ^ven;  asoA  he  was  now  abont  to 
afford  than  an  wportunity  in  the  amendmeirt 
he  had  prt^Mweo.  Bmo  was  a  proporition  to 
create  a  mission  to  a  new  poww.  Had  it  been 
a  republic  instead  of  a  monarchy,  he  might 
perhi^w  have  felt  a  littie  more  willingneaa  to 
make  the  appropriation.  As  to  the  gentleman 
who  was  likely  to  receive  the  appomtment^  if 
made,  he  disclaimed  any  unkind  teelinga.  Ue 
r^arded  him  as  a  gentieman  well  qaaJified  to 
do  honor  to  the  oonntiy ;  and  if  tioe  nuamoa 
were  to  be  oreated,  he  wonld  v(^  with  pinna 
nre  his  ^ipcHntnient  But  this  was  a  nev 
oonrt.  The  mfc  waa  not  dry,  the  monarch 
hardly  on  the  thrcsae,  the  sceptre  soaroe^  in . 
his  hand.  He  had  not  even  deigned  to  send 
any  one  to  this  oountry.  He  would  himaelf 
prefer  to  send  a  Minister  to  the  Hanaeatio  Re- 
public, than  to  this  upstart  king  of  BelgjuiBi, 
who  was  not  seated  on  the  throne  by  the  will 
of  the  people,  hat  by  the  act  of  a  few  sov- 
ereigns. If  this  mission  were  to  be  sustained 
on  the  ground  that  the  value  of  the  trade  re- 
quired it,  for  the  same  reason  one  naight  be 
sent  to  the  Pope,  to  Austria,  and  all  the  fither 
powers. 

He  hoped  tha^  aa  the  Senate  had  not 
passed  <Mi  this  musioD,  there  would  be  no  ob- 
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Section  to  the  motioiL  He  wu  aware  that 
ciremnstaDces  exbted  which  woald  prevent 
hhn  from  going  into  details,  which  were  before 
the  Senate  in  another  character,  and  be  wonld 
therefcwe  refrain.  He  reminded  the  Senate  of 
the  different  rituation  of  this  mia^oii,  to  that 
of  the  diaivS  to  Guatemala.  In  one  oaie  the 
officer  had  been  confirmed,  bat  in  the  other  the 
xnlaiioD  had  to  be  oreated. 

Mr.  Hathx  expresaed  his  readiness  to  redeem 
any  pledge  whieh  he  had  ^vea  on  the  sal^ect 
of  reform  and  retrenchment;  and  if  all  the 
pledges  shoold  not  be  redeemed,  the  fault 
shoiud  not  rest  with  him ;  and  in  doing  this, 
he  was  disposed  to  keep  in  view  the  celebrated 
report  of  the  committee  of  whidi  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  was  the  chainnsnt.on  the  redoo- 
tion  of  Ezeoutive  patronage. 

Bnt  wlien  the  genUemao  fhjm  Kentucky  ap- 
plied the  {dedge  to  this  particular  case,  he  must 
first  be  satis&d  that  it  is  a  case  which  comes 
-within  the  sphere  (tf  that  pledge.  If  this  mle* 
Mod  eoold  tw  shown  to  be  nnneoeasftrj,  be 
would  be  wUHng  to  vote  agahist  it ;  <v  if  it 
ooold  be  shown  uist  it  could  be  satisfied  out  of 
tlie  contingent  fund,  he  might  still  go  against 
it.  His  vote,  on  the  last  question,  was  given 
on  the  ground,  as  taken  bj  the  churman  of 
the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  tiiat  the 
oontingeat  Aind  was  ^^ioable  to  the  particu- 
lar object  of  appropriation.  Here,  however, 
there  was  no  contiDgenoy.  A  nomlDation  had 
been  made.  The  appointment  of  a  Hinistor 
was  already  decided  on.  If  the  President  and 
Congress  shoold  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  mis- 
sion  is  neoessaiy,  the  B{^rcl|ff1a1ion  wonld  be  a 
necessary  consequence.  It  came,  then,  to  this 
question,  whether  the  mission  was  necessary  or 
not  As  the  subject  was  pending  befwe  the 
.Benat&  in  their  ezeontire  character,  he  felt 
falmsw  greatly  embarrassed  in  discussing  the 
anl^eet;  and  restricted  as  he  was,  he  could 
only  ^nerally  express  a  few  hints.  This  was  a 
case  in  which  there  had  been  a  divirion  of  a 
kingdom  into  two  kingdoms,  and  it  was  impor- 
tant that  this  country  shonld  be  reiffesented  in 
botli,  in  order  to  prevent  Jealondes,  and  to  pro- 
tect our  interests. 

Mr.  F0B8TTH  said  he  AiA  not  know,  from  any 
fidonaatSxm  in  his  possession,  ttiat  the  missim 
was  neoewaiy.  On  tiw  oontrary,  he  mkht  be 
rather  led  to  a  different  oonolnnon.  Bat  he 
nnderstood  that  other  infomulion  had  been  re- 
ceived, which  woold  prove  its  neoemty,  and 
he  should  therefore  vote  for  the  am«oprialion. 
He  then  corrected  what  he  con^owed  to  be  a 
mistake  of  the  ohairraao  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  Relations  relative  to  the  oraitingent 
faai.  It  had  been  applied  for  outfits,  but  im- 
properly so.  The  contingent  ftind  was  for  the 
expenses  of  intercoQr8&  m  the  shape  of  pres- 
ents, officers  on  public  days,  servants  of  foreign 
Ifinii^erB,  poetises,  newspapers,  the  cidleotion 
of  infonnation,  statifueiy  and  books,  and  vx- 
peoses  attendant  on  moving  abont  with'  the 
eourt.  The  ftmd  is  under  tw  |mm^«i»  qqh- 
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trol  of  the  President ;  he  decides  on  its  ^pli- 
cation for  himself;  and  Is  responsible  to  no  one. 
He  has  at  times  used  this  fund  to  pay  outfits, 
when  he  had  no  other  money.  The  expenses 
of  this  mission  might  as  properly  be  pud  out 
of  ttiis  Aindf  as  those  <tf  toe  outfit  to  fVanoe. 

Mr.  Out  expressed  nleasare  to  hear  that 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  Teadj  to 
redeem  his  pledges ;  but  if  he  did  so,  he  would 
assure  that  genlTeman  that  he  wonld  fiiod  him- 
self in  a  lean  minority.  There  were  two  voys 
of  redeeming  this  pledge ;  one,  by  paring 
down  existing  expenses;  and  the  othw,  by 
preventing  nev  methods  of  expenditure.  He 
Imew  not  which  of  these  modes  the  gwtlemaa 
wonld  select. 

Mr.  Hatnb.  Both. 

Hr.  Olat  went  on  to  express  his  embarrass' 
ment  in  touching  this  subject  of  the  mission, 
in  the  peculiar  position  in  which  the  Senate 
was  plaaed.  Were  he  at  liboty,  he  oonld  ad- 
duce reasnia,  pwbi^M,  as  etnng,  to  show  tliat 
this  mission  was  nnneoeasary,  as  the  gentleman 
from  South  Oarolina  mlg^  be  able  to  bring 
forward  to  prove  the  oontrary ;  and,  perhaps, 
the  weight  of  t^timony  might  be  with  him. 
On  that  point  he  might  venture  to  refer  to  the 
ohairmaa  of  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. But  he  was  not  desirous  to  strike  out 
an  apprt^riation  altogether.  His  ol^eot  was  to 
strike  it  out  of  this  bul ;  and  if  the  nomination 
should,  on  an  examination  of  all  the  subject, 
be  confirmed,  It  might  be  inserted  in  another 
bill,  and  there  would  be  no  lack  of  opportunity, 
as  Uie  Senate  wonld  have  enough  of  appropri- 
ation lulls  before  the  end  of  the  sesri<m. 

Mr.  IbLUB  thouj^t  that  a  Minister  ought  to 
1>e  smt  to  Bd^nm,  oa  the  reotunmendanon  of 
the  Presidait,  unless  good  reason  could  he 
shown  to  the  contrary.  We  hod  sent  Minis- 
ters to  South  America  while  that  country  was 
in  a  state  of  ooavulsion ;  and  Mimsters  were 
sent  to  OS  while  we  were  struggling  for  oar 
freedom.  He  wished  the  matter  to  be,  at  once, 
put  to  rest ;  and  if  a  full  discussion  were  de- 
sired, it  was  easy,  at  once,  to  go  into  executive 
session,  act  upon  the  nomination,  and  then  re- 
tom  into  Iwislative  session,  and  pass  or  rtyect 
the  approi^itlon.  He  was  no  anti-mason,  bnt 
he  was  not  willing  to  have  lus  mouth  muzjded, 
and  to  be  eompeUed  to  aot  under  this  ban  of 
secrecy.  He  was  for  passing  on  the  matter 
now.  He  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Senate  did 
not  mean  to  sit  here  through  the  d<^  days; 
and  if  they  did  not,  there  would  be  no  ohanoe 
of  r^nstaung  the  i^ipropriation,  if  once  stricken 
ont  He  eondaded  with  an  allusion  to  the 
twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  pud 
for  a  Minister  to  England,  who  was  worth 
nothing,  as  an  item  more  deserving  of  reiwoba* 
tion  than  this  item. 

Mr.  Webstbb  made  some  brief  remarks.  He 
bad  not  understood  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
toeky  as  making  any  formal  motion,  and  he 
hoped  that  he  had  not  done  to.  He  thou^t 
thwe  waa  no  preoedent  for  this  ine^ndient 
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mode  of  briDnnff  the  Belgian  miseioa  before 
the  Senate.  We  had  been  colled  npon,  in  con- 
joint action  with  the  other  Hoase,  to  act  on 
the  same  sal^ect,  in  the  same  msDoer,  and  in- 
Tolving  the  same  prinoiplea.  He  felt  the  esme 
here  as  he  wonld  uare  felt  had  he  been  in  the 
other  House.  He  woqld  bare  voted  for  this 
appropriatiOQ  in  the  other  Hoiu&  and  he  duxild 
do  so  here.  The  ^propriation  had  been  asked 
for  hj  the  Exeoative,  and  he  was  wilUng  to 
give  it ;  and  the  givuw  it  would  have  no  cmTeot 
on  his  vote  when  he  £onld  come  to  act  on  ih» 
nominafaon.  He  shonld  not  vote  for  fbe  nomi- 
nation any  the  sooner  because  the  expenses 
were  provided  for. 

Mr.  Tazewell  expressed  a  different  Tiew^ 
oonaidering  that  grautinr  the  appnqpriation 
created  the  ofSoe.  The  whole  diffioalty,  in  his 
opinion,  arose  out  of  the  House  of  Representar 
tives  doing  what  they  had  no  ri^t  to  do,  by 
appropriawig  money  for  an  office  which  ind 
not  yet  bem  created— imagining  that  some 
■Qoh  office  was  about  to  be  created.  If  the 
Senate  appoint  the  IGnister,  the  appropriation 
must  be  made.  But  while  the  matter  is  in 
pendency,  whether  the  mission  shall  be  created 
or  not,  will  the  Senate  create  the  misnon  by 
apprcmriatlon  ?  Should  the  nomination  be  con- 
firm ea,  be  would  assuredly  vote  for  the  appro- 
priation ;  hut  he  ooaU  not  so  vote  at  this 
moment. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  16. 

IHtUie  Landi. 

ICr.  Clat,  from  tiie  Oomnuttee  <xi  Ifonu&o- 
tures,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred 
b^  the  Senate,  made  a  report  in  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  accompanied  by  a  bill  providing 
tlierefor. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  time;  and  the 
question  being  on  (H^ering  it  to  a  aeoond 

reading, 

Mr.  Bentok  said :  He  would  not  trouble 
himself  with  the  details  of  error  and  injustice 
which  this  r^Kvt  emtained.  Maaaachus^ 
and  Hune  are  placed  on  an  oqnaUty  with  Vir- 
ginia, who  had  made  such  a  generous  oesnm  at 
territoi7.  Massachusetts  had  retained  thirty 
thousand  square  railes,  and,  after  giving  a  oor- 
tioh  of  these  lands  to  Maine,  had  disposea  of 
the  rest  at  fifteen  and  twenty  cents  the  acre. 

The  whole  of  this  report  he  characterized  as 
proceeding  on  the  principle  of  money — money 
— money.  Money  must  be  wrung  from  the 
soil,  to  prepare  against  the  contingency  of  a 
new  war.  Instead  of  looking  to  money  for 
this  proviuon,  regard  should  had  to  popula- 
tion, to  an  increase  of  man — free  man,  as  the 
hest  resource  in  such  a  contingency.  He  who 
most  effituffiitiy  defends  the  country,  was  not 
the  mannfiuturor,  but  the  son  of 'the  man  who 
tills  tiie  soil.    The  pnaoit  pn^odtion  he 
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viewed  as  one  to  take  mtmey  from  the  hands  of 
the  people.  The  principle  which  pervaded  it 
was  that  the  revenue  must  be  kept  np^  if  the 
money  were  thrown  into  tiie  Potomac  There 
was  to  be  no  redaction  in  the  price  <j£  the  soQ, 
although  ori^nally  it  bdonged  to  other  mn- 
ers,  KM  notwithstonding  a  great  portkm  teDow 
returned  hy  tiie  recovers  aa  not  vordi  wn 
than  five  oenta  the  aore.  He  refeired  the  So^ 
ate  to  the  mode  in  which  the  wild  lands  wen 
disposed  of  In  £arope,  for  the  purpoeea  of  wttr 
tiement  and  cultivation ;  and  asawted  that  lodi 
was  the  practice  in  the  new  world.  He 
verted  to  the  proclamation  of  the  King  of  Per- 
sia, offering  lands  to  settiera,  and  to  the  prae- 
tioe  of  the  Koman  republic  in  the  diviami  of 
the  lands.  The  Sen^  he  suggested,  shonld 
adopt  the  practice  in  tiie  colony  oi  libnia, 
where  every  colored  settier  is  allowed  to  draw 
for  a  town  lot.  He  was  a  friend  to  humani^, 
bnt  he  was  not  diqraeed  to  oherish  the  Via±, 
mi  saoiifioe  the  white  man.  Bac«ua  tiun 
were  tomA  in  the  seven  new  Stat^  ona  han- 
dred  and  forty  thousand  pmons  b<»ne  on  tbs 
tax  list,  who  were  not  land  ownera,  tibe^  art 
stigmatized  as  deficient  in  industry.  Hus  Be 
denounced  as  a  wrong.  The  lands  in  the  new 
States  were  not  worth  the  price  at  which  tbej 
are  now  held  by  the  Govemmwt,  Beoetren 
had  said  that  there  were  millionB  of  acres  not 
worth  five  cents  an  acre.  Every  thing  was 
worth  predsely  what  it  would  fetch.  The 
story  of  speculators  had  been  brongfat  forward 
agun.  The  objection  in  this  form  came  from 
the  speculators  themselves,  from  those  vke 
wanted  to  sell  thrir  land.  The  &et  wa^  tiie 
money  must  be  brought  from  the  new  Stafai 
to  be  expended  dsewhere.  Every  thii^  hal 
been  taxed  in  the  West,  and  taken  away  to 
support  the  Federal  Government    The  princi- 

Sle  of  federal  numbers  had  taken  away  every 
ollar  from  the  South  and  West,  and  carried 
them  to  the  Nortiieast.  Instead  ta  the  federal 
numbers,  the  eraenditure  ought  to  be  r^jjulsted 
by  the  size  of  the  States. 

He  proposed  to  amend  the  motion  for  a  sec- 
ond r^iug,  by  substituting  a  reference  of  tba 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  with 
inatmctions  to  repent  a  UIl  to  rednoe  the  pdee 
of  jpublio  hu^s.  m. 

The  OHAm  detnded  that  tlua  motion  would 
not  be  in  ordw  until  after  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bentov  expressed  a  hope  that  the  bill 
would  never  reach  a  second  reading.  He 
wish^  to  know  if  a  motion  to  reject  the  UD 
wonld  be  necessary. 
The  Chaie  replied  in  the  n^ative.. 
Mr.  Smtth  said  he  bad  wuved  his  motvm  to 
take  up  the  ^propriation  bill,  in  a  ^irit  of 
comity,  not  expecting  this  prolonged  del»te. 
He  would  now  move  to  lay  report  and  bill 
on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  heang  deared  and  ordoed, 
tiie  question  was  put,  and  dedded— yeas  24, 
naj8l9. 

So  tiie  report  and  bill  were  1^  on  the  taUe. 
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2Cr.  Out  thea  mored  the  printing  oi  tiie 
doonmenta,  ' and  tiut  three  tboosaiul  extra 
ooirieB.be  printed. 


TuKBDAT,  April  17. 
Claim  Agenci«$  in  London  and  Porw. 

Hr.  Out  rose,  and,  without  making  an^ 
qteoifie  motion,  called  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  datue  In  tbe  bill  making  appropria- 
tiona  for  two  agentaforelaima,  reading  in  Lon- 
don and  Paria.  Both  Uieae  agendea  were  mere 
aineonrea.  As  well  as  his  recollection  wonid 
serre,  adUiongh  he  did  not  pretend  to  perfect 
aecnraoj,  tiiey  originated  in  this  manner:  Dar- 
ing the  operation  of  the  decrees  of  Bonaparte, 
and  the  Orders  in  OoanoU  of  Great  Britun,  a 
^rge  mass  of  olums.  growing  oat  of  those 
measnrea,  had  aconmula^,  which  were  so  na- 
merons  as  to  rendw  it  impossible  for  oar  Min- 
isters to  attend  to  them.  In  order  to  aid  the 
Hinistera,  either  dnring  the  AdminlstratEoo  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  or  at  an  early  period  in  Ur. 
Madison^s  AdndniBtration,  these  agencies  sprang 
up.  He  believed  that  they  were  appointmente 
nnanthoriied  by  any  particalar  law,  and  had 
never  been  submitted  for  the  eononrrenoe  of 
tbe  Senate.  As  to  England,  we  have  no  clfums 
on  her  since  the  treaty  of  Ghent ;  none  to  the 
settlement  of  which  tiie  Minister  is  not  fblly 
competent.  Oar  claims  on  England  were  can- 
celled by  that  tre^y.  There  Bad  been  some 
necessity  for  the  continnanoe  of  the  agent  in 
Paris  antil  Mr.  Bives  concluded  the  recent 
treaty  with  that  nation,  which  has  extingniahed 
the  whole.  This  has  so  reduced  the  bariness, 
that  our  Minister  in  Paris  can  earily  attend  to 
all  the  claims  whl*^  may  arise,  witbont  inter- 
feriog  with  his  ordinary  bnaineaa.  It  seemed 
to  hun,  therefore^  that  the  appropriation  was 
useless.  Should  the  Senate  cononr  in  this 
view,  some  gentleman  might  move  to  strike  ont 
tbe  clause.  He  was  not  certain  that  these 
^enoies  were  not  glvrai  to  oar  consuls  in  tiiese 
cities,  who  were  both  worthy  men.  If  this 
had  appeared  in  the  estimates,  he  would  have 
been  satisfied.  He  thought,  however,  that  the 
true  course  would  be  to  allow  salaries  to  these 
consuls,  and  not  to  give  them  these  agencies. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  stated  that  originally  there 
were  three  of  these  agenolea.  There  was  one 
in  Madrid,  which  had  been  dropped  some  years 
aince.  The  agency  in  London  was'^^baeless,  but 
the  ftes  of  the  consul  were  so  inoonriderable, 
ao  totally  inadequ^  to  the  snpport  oi  an  indi- 
-vidoal,  that  the  Government  had  fbund  it  ne- 
cessary to  allow  all  that  could  be  allowed  to 
make  up  the  deficiency ;  otherwise,  the  office 
could  only  be  filled  by  a  man  of  fbrtune.  As 
to  the  consul  at  Paris,  his  services  would  be  re- 
quired for  the  present  year,  as  he  has  the 
papers  in  his  possession,  to  lend  his  aid  to  the 
aeUlement  of  the  claims.  Aftor  this  year,  he 
might  be  dispensed  with. 

Here  the  ooiLvanatdo&  dropped. 


Contingmt  JEkpenset  of  the  Judiciary.  ^ 

The  olanse  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Judiciary  Depart- 
ment, which  bad  been  amended  in  the  commit- 
tee, by  increaang  the  (^propriation  Irom  $190,- 
000  to  $200,000,  haviiw  been  read. 

Some  debate  took  place  on  the  question  of 
conoarring  in  the  am«idment.  It  waa  opposed, 
on  the  ground  that  the  estimates  were  not  snfB- 
(uently  explicit,  and  that  the  evidence  was  in- 
sufficient. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  impracticability  of 
making  the  estimates  exactly  square  with  the  4 
sums  which  might  be  required,  waa  urged.  It 
was  stated  that  tlie  contingencies  of  this  de- 
partment were  always  fluctuating,  and  depend- 
ed on  circumstances  not  to  be  foreseen  or  con- 
trolled. 

The  question  was  dedded  as  f<^owa:  • 

Tub.— Uessrs.  Benton,  BRib,  Bockoer,  Dallas, 

Dudley,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Eue,  King,  Usngnm, 
Harcy,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tipton,  White— 15. 

Kats. — Messrs.  B«ll,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Ewine,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Hayne,  Hill, .  JohDston,  Mil- 
ler, Moore,  Foindexter,  PrenUss,  Bobbins,  BugglM, 
Seymour,  Sprogue,  Tazewell,  TomUnsoa,  T^er, 
Waggaman,  Webster,  WiUdns— 44. 

So  the  Senate  reftiaed  to  ocmcuT  in  the  amend- 
ment. 


-  WnnnaDXT,  AprU  18. 

VaoeiTiation  <tf  Indiant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitb,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  provide  for 
extending  um  benefits  of  vaccination  among 
the  Indiana.  The  qnestifHi  waa  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  This  bin  led  to  a  discus- 
sion, which  consumed  the  whole  of  tbe  day. 

Mr.  BuoENXB  opposed  the  bill  because  it  was, 
in  his  view,  a  bill  more  for  the  benefit  of  In- 
dian agents  and  the  other  parties  designated  in 
the  biU,  than  for  the  advantage  of  the  Indians. 
He  considered  the  experiment  which  the  bill 
authorized  as  equally  usel^  and  dangerous, 
and  one  to  which  force  alone  would  compel  the 
Indians  to  snbmlt.  He  questioned  also  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  the  Congress  to  take  this 
stop,  any  more  than  to  make  an  appropriation 
to  cneok  the  pn^^ress  <^  tbe  pl^ue  m  Algiers. 
He  contended  that  the  money  aaked  tor  would 
be  insufficient,^  and  that  Oongress  wonId  be 
BuUected  to  fireah  calls.  He  ae&d  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

The  bill  was  Airther  opposed  in  its  original 
form  by  Mr.  Ewiko  and  others,  on  tbe  groand 
that  it  gave  to  the  President  an  unrestricted 
right  to  appoint  agents,  and  to  extend  his  pat- 
ronage; that  it  opened  a  door  to  fraud  on 
the  Indians,  and  on  the  Government ;  and  that 
it  was  more  likely  to  convert  the  Indians  into 
enemies  than  Mfoids. 
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Od  the  other  band,  it  was  contended  hj  Mr. 
"WHtTE  and  others  that  this  was  s  measure 
called  for  hj  humanity  and  expediency ;  the 
gloomy  picture  of  the  miserahle  condition  of 
the  Indians  who  were  afflicted  with  the  small 
pox,  dying  in  such  numbers  that  the  dead  1^' 
nnlniried,  frmn  a  printed  docunent  in  poaaes- 
rion  of  tiie  Senate. 

Mr.  Sfbaodb  araoed  that  the  bill  ]irovided 
uainit  any  fraodtucnt  {Hvotioefl,  by  aatboriidng 
tne  em[d<qrment  d  regular  practitioners,  who 
would  not  atot^  to  the  practice  of  franda. 

In  the  ooarae  of  the  debate^  an  incidental  di»- 
ouBsion  anwe  in  consequence  of  a  reference 
made  by  Mr.  Foot  to  an  item  in  one  of  the 
documents  just  laid  on  the  table,  from  whloh 
it  appeared  that  certun  soms,  amounting  to 
$16,000,  had  been  paid  to  John  H.  Eaton  and 
John  OoflTee,  as  ooramUeionere  to  treat  with 
tlie  Ohootaw  and  Ohickaaaw  Indiana  in  1880 
and  1881,  This  clause  waa  at  first  viewed  by 
Mr.  HATNaaud  Mr.  Foot  aaevidenoe  that  these 
individaals  had  received  large  emolainenta  fWnn 
the  Treaanry  as  onnmbaionen,  while  Mr. 
Eaton  waa  reoeiving  a  salazy,  as  Secretary  of 
War.  On  a  little  examination,  however,  it  ap< 
peered  that  this  som  st^ed  was  the  amount 
paid  to  meet  the  expenses  of  making  the  treaty, 
and  that  Mr.  £aton  had  declined  receiving  any 
compensation  as  oomminioner. 

Some  remarlcs  were  also  made  bearing  bard 
on  the  President  for  having  appointed  to  office 
men  who  had  been  rejected  by  the  Senate.  It 
appeared  by  the  printed  docaments  that  Whar- 
ton Rector,  Mr.  Stambangh,  and  Mr.  Gardiner, 
all  of  whom  had  been  r^ected  by  the  Senate^ 
had  been  apppointed  by  the  President,  anbse- 

JDent]y,tooffioeaoftni8t;  and  that  the  axpen- 
itare  of  large  snms  had  been  oommittea  to 
them.  This  practice  of  selecting  men  for  office 
who  had  been  reject^  by  the  Senate,  was  de- 
nounced in  emphatic  terms  by  Jb.  H^Tin,  Mr. 
SpBAons,  and  others,  and  defended  by  Mr. 
FoKSTTH  and  others. 

The  bill  having  been  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, Mr.  FwiNo  moved  to  recommit  it,  with  in- 
stmctionu  to  strike  out  the  exceptionable  parte  of 
the  bill.  As  it  was  ui^d,  however,  by  Mr. 
WHixa,  that  the  bill,  unless  passed  immediately, 
would  not  effect  the  homane  ol^eot  which  it 
had  in  view,  Mr.  Ewnra  withdrew  hia  pnpoA- 
tson,  to  enable  Mr.  Whitb  to  move  a  reconrid- 
e ration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  had  been 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  so  as  to  give  an  op- 
portunity to  araoid  it. 

The  motion  to  reoon^der  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  bill  was  amended  by  striking  out  its 
second  section,  modifying  the  third  so  as  to 
authorize  the  calling  in  of  suob  physlciana  only 
as  are  resident  in  tbe  vicinity  of  the  Indians, 
or  on  the  fh}ntier,  and  by  reducing  the  appro- 
priation from  $12,000  to  $6,000. 

Id  this  form  the  amendment  was  orda*ed  to 
be'engroseed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third 
Ume: 

TtAa.-4eBar8.  Bdl,  Benton,  Chambers,  Clay, 


Daltss,  Dodl^,  EUis,  E«ing,  Foot,  Foniytli,  Fre- 
Unghnysen,  Gmady,  Heodricka,  Hill,  Jobostoii, 
Sue,  King,  Msrcy,  Prentiu,  KobbiBs,  BAbinson, 
Rug^es,  Seymoar,  ^bee,  Smith,  Rpngue,  Toi»- 
linsoD,  Webster,  White,  WUUna— 80. 

Nats.— Heasts.  Kbb,  Burner,  Di^ersoD,  Hayne, 
Muigam,  Miller,  Moore,  Tatei^  Tipton,  Tyler, 
Waggaman — 11. 

JudUiaary  JEicpente$. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  moved  t«  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  Senate  yesterday  refused  to.con- 
our  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  the 
amendment  to  the  general  appropriation  bill, 
to  atrike  out  the  sum  of  $190,000  for  the  con- 
tingencies of  the  Judicial  Department,  and  in- 
sert $200,000. 

Having  made  the  raotl<Mi,  Mr.  Fosbtth  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table,  in  order  that  it  miriit  be 
taken  up  when  the  appropriatioa  bill  uwold 
again  be  b^ore  the  Senate. 


TmntaDAT,  April  19. 

Appropriation  BilL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fomtto,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  genwal  if>|ffapriation  bUL 

OeMTal  Emuton''»  Trie^forBrtiKh^  PrwiUg* 
in  Committing  an  AmtuU  and  JBattorf  on  a 
Mmbar  nf  the  Hovm  <^  BeipTemniiai.inm^ 

Ttie  Olerk  of  the  House  delivered  a  meesage 
from  the  House,  requesting  of  the  Senate  that 
leave  be  pven  to  four  of  3ie  members  of  this 
body — Felix  Gbcttot,  Tijpif  as  Ewiks.  Auex- 
ANDKR  Bdoknbb,  and  John  Tipton,  to  attend 
the  House  of  Repres«i£adves  for  the  porpoae 
of  giving  testimony  on  the  trial  Samnd 
Houston,  now  pending  bdbre  the  House  fiv  a 
breach  of  privilege. 

The  Clerk  having  withdrawn, 

Mr.  Wbbbtbb  said  that,  as  this  was  a  ease  of 
emetgency,  he  would  move  that  the  bill  be  lud 
on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wnem,  leave  waa  ^ven 
to  the  Senators  named  to  attend  the  Honae  of 
Bepresentatives. 

Mr.  Wkbbtkk  then  moved  to  lay  the  appro- 
priation bill  on  the  table,  aa  the  Senate  wonld 
probably  be  indispofied  to  proceed  with  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  in  the  absence  of  the 
Senators.  He  withdrew  hia  motion  fbr  a  mo- 
ment, at  the  request  of 

Mr.  FoseTTO,  who  begged  leave  to  explain 
tiiat  he  had  not  dengned  to  impate  any  blame 
to  Oongress  for  their  interftrenoe  aato  the  nav7 
contracts.  But  he  wUied  it  to  be  bcmie  in 
mind  that  the  officer  was  correct  in  his  inter- 
pretation of  the  laws. 

Mr.  Manoum  s^d  a  few  words  in  opporition 
to  the  practice  of  throwing  respootibility  on 
Congress  for  the  extravagance  of  the  Adminia- 
tration.  He  regarded  the  whole  party  as  re- 
sponsible fbr  the  acta  of  their  Administration : 
and  he  would  rather  see  the  man  be  supported 
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pot  down,  than  proteoted  bdilnd  saoh  a  aliield. 
Tlie  Prosident  might  interpoee  his  Teto.  He 
oontended  that,  for  mmj  years  past,  the  ten- 
dency of  onr  GoTemment  had  been  to  become 
worse  and  worse;  and  if  he  and  the  other 
friends  of  the  AdminiHtration  were  to  shelter 
themselves  nnder  the  idea  that  Congress  was 
responsible,  it  was  the  introdaction  of  very 
dangerons  principles.  He  thought  this  remark 
due  to  the  coantrj  which  he  represented.  He 
most  hare  shut  his  eyes  close  and  long,  not  to 
hav«  sera  that  the  QoTaAmmt  was  getting 
worse. 

Mr.  FosiTTH  asked  whether  the  Administra- 
tion -were  to  be  made  re^nalble  for  the  mnltt- 
plicatioD  of  pen^ms.  Bhoold  the  President 
veto  the  law,  the  conn  try  woold  immediately 
ring,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  with  the 
cruelty  and  injustice  of  which  he  had  been 
guilty  in  filching  the  liUje  pittance  from  these 
unfortunate  persona.  Every  Senator  knew  the 
nse  which  had  hem  made,  to  the  iqjary  of  the 
President,  of  his  former  veto.  It  would  be 
found  that  the  AdministraUon  were  in  a  mi- 
nority in  some  of  the  oases.  Mr.  F.  moved  to 
lay  tiie  bill  on  the  table ;  whieh  motion  was 
carried  in  tlie  affirmatiTe. 


Fsmi-T,  April  20. 

Mr.  OfiimsT  stated  that  the  Sehators  who 
had  yesterday  obtuned  leave  of  absence  to  at- 
tend the  trial  of  General  Houston,  had  received 
permission  from  the  House  to  return  to  the 
Senate,  until  they  should  be  notified  that  their 
testimony  was  about  to  be  taken. 

Appn^riationBiU—S^ntei  oftheOotemmmt. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  oonsi^ratiou 
of  the  UIl  making  ^^upriations  for  the  snp- 
.port  of  Government  for  the  ^ear  1682 — ^the 
question  being  on  cmonrring  with  the  Commit- 
tee (tf  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  outfit  of  a  Minister  to  France. 

Vt.  OniMBxaa  regretted  that  the  Senate  had 
adjourned  yesterday  at  the  moment  he  hod 
risen.  His  apology  for  saying  a  word  on  this 
subject  was  found  in  the  example  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  finance.  That  Sen- 
ator bad  deplored,  in  veir  strong  terms,  the 
continuance  of  a  debate  which  must  delay  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  so  necessary  to  meet  the 
most  pressing  wants  of  the  Government.  We 
had  all  yielded  to  his  pointed  remonstrance, 
and  the  bill  was  going  on  without  a  word  of 
debate,  when,  on  calling  it  up  yesterday,  the 
chairman,  without  the  slightest  provocation,  rose 
in  his  place,  and  in  great  ezGuem«it  d^vered 
a  long  and  ammated  ai:gument  to  prove  the  ex- 
travagance of  the  last  Administration  and  tiie 
economy  of  this. 

[Mr.  Smith  here  remarked  that  he  did  not 
attempt  to  show  extravagance  in  the  late  Ad- 
ministration.  He  had  no  sach  object] 

Be  it  BO,  sud  Mr.  0.  Let  the  Senator  be 
oonsidered  as  having  no  such  olijject  as  to  crimi- 
ToL.  13^29 


[Snum 

nate  the  last  Administration,  and  solely  to  de- 
sign the  vindication  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion from  the  oharges  preferred  against  it  He 
has  intermpted  the  regular  progress  of  this 
highly  imiwrtant  bill  to  present  this  labored 
vindication. 
[Mr.  Smtth  here  said  he  had  not  labored.] 
Then,  said  Mr.  0.,  it  must  be  conceded  that 
the  Senator  has  arrived  at  results,  and  exhibited 
estimates  and  calculations,  without  labor; 
which  certainly  no  other  member  can  produce 
without  an  examination,  and  with  latwr,  too, 
amongst  the  dooamoitauid  State  papers.  But 
whetfwr  for  one  otfjeet  or  another — whether 
with  labor  OTwithoat— hiseolleagne,  disregard- 
ing, in  his  own  practice,  the  strong  admonition 
by  which  he  had  proposed  to  r^olate  that  of 
others,  had  challenged  this  debate.  It  was  not 
proper  to  allow  such  a  diseussion  to  end  whne 
It  was.  Mr.  0.  said  that  he  could  not  consent  to 
permit  an  argument  which  he  deemed  so  falla- 
cious, to  go  out  to  the  public  without  commen- 
tary. Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  the  issue  tendered  is 
not  the  tme  one.  Let  the  people  know  how 
this  matter  stands,  and  tbey  will  be  at  no  loss 
to  find  a  right  verdict,  and  give  a  correct  judg- 
ment. What  is  the  true  state  of  the  caset 
The  last  Administration,  pursuing  with  honest 
purpose,  snd  by  accustomed  means,  the  best 
mterestsof  this  great  and  growiog  nation,  were 
cultivating  all  the  souroes  of  national  prosperity, 
and  &ithfolly  executing  the  legislative  will,  by 
a  prudent  application  of  the  resources  of  the 
country,  which  the  representatives  of  tije  peo- 

{ile  chose  to  place  at  uieir  disposaL  The  pub- 
ic debt  was  in  a  course  of  rapid  extiaguish- 
ment,  the  defences  of  the  country  were  extend- 
ed, the  facilities  of  intercommnDication  pro- 
moted, the  great  branches  of  public  proq>«iU 
nurtured,  and  all  our  relations  at  home  and 
abroad  presenting  ocoasion  for  grat^  refleo- 
tion.  Iliis  was  the  condition  <v  things,  when 
tiie  last  Adfloinistration  found  itself  asMUed  by 
that  political  party  which  rose  up  to  prostrate 
it,  and  finally  succeeded  in  ^ecting  it  from  office. 

Here,  sir,  sud  Mr.  0.,  (holding  up  the  book 
containing  the  retrenchment  report,)  here  is 
the  text  from  which  that  party  drew  its  doc- 
trines ;  this  is  the  oonfessiMi  of  f^th  which 
that  party  subscribed ;  which  they  proclaimed 
in  six  thousand  copies  of  this  report  from  the  ' 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  three  thousand 
from  the  Senate ;  whioh  they  published  in  every 
city,  town,  village,  and  cross-road,  in  the  Union, 
and  reverberated  by  every  partisan  fai  the 
country.  Now,  nr,  this  oombarion  ot  foltih 
must  be  the  criterion  by  which  tUs  parfy  is  to 
be  tried.  The  present  President  was  unani- 
mously elected  as  the  organ  who  was  to  exe* 
onto  all  their  projects.  He  was  not  slow  to  as- 
sume the  responsibility  imposed  upon  him.  In 
his  opening  Message,  he  made  himself  sponsor 
for  the  whole  party  and  its  crieed,  when  he 
declared  that  '*  reta^nchment  and  reform  were 
inscribed  on  the  roll  of  Executive  duties  in 
charaoters  too  legible  to  be  nusnnderatood." 
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The  trne  issne,  then,  ia  not  whether  this 
Admiaistration  is  more  extravagant  thaa  the 
last.  If  it  be  as  much  so,  this  text  book  wiU 
denounce  it  as  unfit  to  possess  the  confidence  of 
the  people.  It  would  be  no  difficult  proposi- 
tion, he  believed,  in  a  proper  place,  to  establish 
the  (act  that  it  had  expended  larger  sanu  than 
tihe  ftmner  Administntiim,  to  elfoct  predsely 
dmilar  objects ;  bat  he  deni«i  the  aiitliorttf  oif : 
tiie  advenary  party  to  inako  this  the  question. : 
If  they  will  flrankly  and  -Ailly  concede  that  all 
their  boasted  pledges  of  "  reform  and  retrench- 
ment "  have  been  violated — that,  after  efiiaoting 
the  purpose  for  which  they  were  en^ndered, 
the  expulsion  f^m  office  of  their  political  ad- 
versaries, they  are  foi^tten,  or  admitted  to  be 
hollow,  empty,  ntuueaning  sound,  without  sab- 
Bt&noe — why,  then,  we  are  prepared  to  meet 
any  other  issue  that  may  be  tendered.  Sir,  if 
tliis  concession  is  not  made,  it  is  doe  to  an 
abased  oommanity,  it  is  due  to  those  who,  with 
honest  expectation  of  a  £ur  and  full  execation 
of  theie  ptedgea,  have  raised  to  power  those 
who  made  ^em  to  prove,  as  your  State  papers 
and  records  will  prove,  that  every  promise  and 
wofieaslon  tiien  made  is  not  onljr  Inroken  but 
forgotten,  and  that  now  resort  ia  had  to  the 
lame  and  impot^t  plea  that  they  who  made 
them  are  not  worse  than  those  whom  they  de- 
nounced. To  the  book,  then.  The  first  item 
to  be  noticed  is  the  number  of  clerks  and  of- 
ficers in  Uie  Executive  offices.  The  book — the 
creed,  denounces  these  Executive  Departments 
as  receptacles  for  idlers  and  superannuated  old 
men — '*one-thii^"  more  in  number  than  the 
bu^eas  of  the  Government  required,  and  some 
of  them  "  invalid  peouoners,"  absolutely  en- 
joying "  ^necurea ;  "  this  whole  Augean  stable 
was  to  be  deanaed  and  porified.  Well,  nr, 
how  has  this  practice  of  this  Administration 
cooformed  to  this  profession  t  Are  the  clerks 
lessened  in  number  1  No,  sir,  not  only  not  di- 
minished, but  actually  increased.  .Are  their 
salaries  lessened  f  No,  sir,  not  a  dollar ;  on 
the  contrary,  some  of  them  are  increased  by 
this  bill  now  under  discussion.  Some  of  .the 
old  and  faithihl  servants  who  had  passed  their 
lives  in  these  offices,  whose  advancing  age  and 
fl^ed  habits  had  unfitted  them  for  othw  em- 
ployments, have  been  removed,  it  is  true.  Yes. 
NT,  many  have  been  thrown  upon  the  world 
pennileaa  as  they  were  blameless  with  a  heart- 
less disregard  of  their  misery  and  havoc  indict- 
ed upon  themselves,  their  fortunes,  their  help- 
less, dependent  £uniiies,  or  even  th^  well- 
eamed  repntation.  Bat  why  1  was  it  to  pro- 
mote real  reform,  or  to  advance  the  public  good! 
No,  it  was  to  let  in  a  host  of  hungry  expectants 
to  devour  with  greedy  appetite-  their  share  of 
the  people's  substance— openly,  publicly  an- 
nounced as  the  "  spoils  of  victory."  Yes,  sir, 
your  public  offices,  created  for  the  good  of  the 
people,  and  the  only  purpose  of  which  should 
be  to  effect  that  good,  and  advance  the  general 
welfare,  are  Iwldly  elsewhere  as  here  on  this 
floor  denominated  "  spoila  "  to  be  "  shared  "  by 


"victors.^'  Was  capadty,  was  fidelity,  was 
patriotism,  orosefdl  service  to  the  nation,  made 
the  criterion  of  merit,  in  selecting  them  t  Not 
at  aH,  Instead  of  o^tacity  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  office,  the  candidate  urged  capaci^ 
to  obtun  votes ;  instead  of  fiddly  in  the  per- 
formanoe  of  official  tmstj  he  boasted  active  leal 
in  propamt^  hia  pcditical  teneta;  in  place  of 
patriotic  devomm  to  the  oonntrr,  or  nauU  aar- 
vice  to  tiie  nation,  he  daimed  devotioii  and 
efficient  aervioe  to  his  parly,  nt^y,  indiaoriiiu- 
nate  admiration  of'lhe  "Hero  oi  New  Or^ 
leans,"  and  nnnaring,  recUeas  o(Hidnnnata(m 
of  every  man  and  eve^  measnre  that  omxised 
his  pretensions.  These,  and  ofben  theae  alone, 
were  the  successful  grounds  of  dum  to  promo- 
tion ;  and  the  degree  of  elevation,  the  "  share 
of  the  spoils,"  was  proportionate  to  the  zeal  and 
fury  which  the  partisan  had  evinced  in  the 
glorification  of  his  idol.  Many  of  those  *'  rio- 
tora  "  were  so  utterly  destitute  of  other  qualifi- 
cations essentially  neoeesary,  that  thdr  own 
political  friends,  yielding  to  the  strong  and  just 
popular  opinion,  were  oldiged  promptly  to  pot 
them  aside ;  and  in  some  cases  Uie  Breaident 
himself  has  been  compelled  to  tnni  them  adrift 
before  they  had  Cairiy  taated  the  fivits  which 
they  fondly  antidpated  aa  their  ^taniaed  **■  n- 
ward." 

The  book  —  the  articles  of  £uth — charge 
agunst  the  late  Administration  a  wasteful  ex- 
penditure in  the  diplomatic  department  Their 
pledge  bound  them  to  a  retranchmenb.  How 
have  they  redeemed  it  ?  Why,  sir,  by  recalling 
inatantiy  every  Minister  then  ^road,  and  send- 
ing others  of  tbdr  own  political  tenets  at  an 
immense  expense  of  mmey,  and  in  some  eaaaa 
at  the  aaonfioe  of  other  Ugh  oMididentiona. 
Was  thia  beoanaa  the  puUio  intweat  was  thare- 
by  promoted?  Was  it  because  our  Ministers 
were  not  qualified  t  Was  it  because  they  had 
evinced  a  want  of  competent  talent,  or  of  pa- 
triotic zeal,  in  discbar^ng  their  duty  1  Not  at 
alL  These  '*  spoils  "  were  to  be  distributed ; 
and  with  such  eager  haste  did  the  "  victors  " 
daim  their  '*  rew^d,"  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
Colombian  Government,  General  Barrieon, 
whose  name  and  reputation  are  fondly  cheridied 
by  the  nation,  was  leoalled  before  he  had 
actually  reached  his  destination,  and  an  active 
partisan  ^>pointed  his  sncoessOT,  who  is  now 
continaed  a  full  Minister,  when  the  oonfoderatv 
Government  to  which  he  was  accredited  ia  dis- 
solved, and  no  Government  exists  bearing  even 
its  name.  The  Ofaairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee  says  that  "  the  services  have  been  com- 
mensurate to  the  expenditures  in  this  Adminis- 
tration." Sir,  this  is  not  in  the  book.  The 
last  Administration  said  the  expenditures  were 
honestly  and  usefully  applied,  bot  it  did  not 
arrest  the  cry  of  *'  retrenchment  and  reform." 
Bat  let  one  instance  illustrate  the  sort  of  ser- 
vices which  this  Administration  oonuders  com- 
mensurate to  large  ezpenditnrea.  A  com- 
petent, futhftil  Minister  to  Russia  was  recalled. 
A  distmgnished  auooeaior  taken  firom  Y  iii^uiia 
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was  u^inted.  Besides  his  nine  thousand 
dcdlan'  outfit,  and  nine  thoasand  salary,  an 
immenBe  expenae  was  inonrred  in  sending  him 
OBt,  andretoniinghispredeoesaor.  The  "oom- 
meuBorate  serrioes  '*  were  abont  ten  dajs^  resi- 
dence in  Rnsda,  and  the  remuning  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  were  passed  in  another  king- 
dom, at  the  distance  of  some  thoasand  miles 
from  the  scene  of  duty. 

The  hook  asserts  the  uecearity  of  "  sboUshing 
the  ocmtingeat  Amd  for  misdoiu."  It  was  sop- 
posed  to  be  the  fraitfnl  aonroe  of  mischief— 
ooatrolled  solely  hy  the  discretion  the  Sec- 
retary, and  altogether  nnnecessary.  Well,  sir, 
how  stands  the  &ct  in  regard  to  this  item  ? 
Has  it  been  discontianed  ?  Not  at  all.  This 
bill  appropriates  thirty  thousand  dollars  for  this 
fand.  Not  only  is  it  coDtinaed  under  this 
"  economical "  Administration,  but  an  aocnma- 
lated  som  of  about  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars allowed  to  the  late  Administration,  and  not 
upended  by  them,  has  been  disborsed,  in  addi- 
tion to  afpropriatioiiamadeidnoe  they  came  into 
power.  HlB  oolleagne  had  used  harui  language 
in  refoence  to  the  mode  o£  comparison  adopted 
by  the  Senator  fitnn  Oonnectioat,  (Hr.  Foot.) 
It  wai  not  hia  intoitiott  to  apply  towards  his 
colleague  any  offlsnuve  expression;  but,  after 
his  very  warm  language  on  this  snbjeot,  it 
was  passing  strange  that  he  sfaoold  refer  to 
'^appropriations"  for  "contingent  expenses  of 
foreign  intercourse,'*  and  yet  omit  the  weightier 
matter  of  "  disbursements ;  "  omit  to  say  one 
word  abont  the  accomalation  which  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  has  proved  by  the  public  docu- 
ments. His  coUei^e  had  slso  referred  to  sun- 
dry items  of  *'  extraordinary  enienditnres  "  in 
our  d^doma^  oonoeras  during  toe  present  Ad- 
miius^aticm ;  and  yet,  boasting  as  he  does  of 
a  pwfeot  spirit  of  nurness,  he  has  not  pointed 
out  one  in  the  last  Administration.  Oertidnly 
it  was  for  some  other  reason  than  that  the  doc- 
uments did  not  show  it.  Sir,  s^d  Mr.  O.,  it  is 
bke  all  other  of  the  large  professions  of  the 
party  who  put  out  this  book."  Indeed,  the 
course  of  debate  here  is  a  confession  of  a  total 
failure  to  realize  the  pledge  which  was  held 
forth  and  paraded  even  in  the  shape  of  an  in- 
scription on  the  Executive  roll."  This  execu- 
tive banner  waved  high,  and  caught  the  fancy 
and  the  hopes  of  thousands  by  its  alluring 
motto,  "retrenchment  and  reform."  Orowds 
gstJiered  to  the  stuidard,  and  ovarwhelmed  all 
reaistance  to  the  march  ot  those  who  had  nn- 
fioried  it  Having  effected  its  purpose  In  gain- 
ing the  victory,  what  are  its  "  rewards  "  to  the 
"country" — to  the  "whole  people?"  Favorites 
and  partisans  are  "  rewarded ;  "  but  what  does 
the  "  nation "  gain  f  Why,  sir,  they  are 
mocked  and  evaded  when  they  demand  a  fulfil- 
ment of  engagements  made  by  this  party  text, 
and  reaseumed  by  the  Executive  Message.  They 
are  now  told  "  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Exeon- 
tive,  but  of  Congress,  t^at  so  large  expenditures 
are  disbursed ;  uie  President  must  execute  the 
lav,  wd  the  law  directs  the  expenditure." 


[SnUTB. 

The  people— the  deluded  people,  will  ask  if  the 
Congress  did  not  ^rect  the  expenditures  in  Mr. 
Adams's  AdministratioD — if  he  was  not  bound 
to  execute  the  law ;  and  yet  it  did  not  prevent 
the  eternal  cry  of  "  reform  and  retrenchment.** 
They  may,  and  probably  will,  also  ask  if  this 
said  wicked  and  extravagant  Congress  had  not 
been  brought  into  being  by  the  same  party 
which  elevated  the  Chief  Magi^ate  ^  whether, 
from  that  time  to  this,  his  politioal  friends  have 
not  formed  a  miyority  in  both  branches  of  Con- 
gress. Driven  hy  these  unwelcome  reminis* 
cences,  ^e  Administration  resorts  to  this  hn- 
miliating  apology:  "Why,  we  are  not  more 
extravagant  than  our  predecessors  t  "  Sir,  this 
plea  cannot  be  sustained,  whether  issue  be 
taken  upon  the  law  or  the  fact.  It  does  not  lie 
in  the  mouth  of  those  who  heaped  nnmeasnred 
censure  upon  the  last  Administration  for  waste 
and  extravagance  now  to  erect  it  into  a  fur 
standard  by  which  their  own  expenditures  are  to 
be  graduated.  But  if  they  oonla  l>e  permitted  to 
shelter  themselves  under  such  a  defenoe,  the 
facts  will  sot  sust^  them.  The  table  exhibit- 
ed by  the  Senator  from  South  OaroHna,  (Mr. 
Hatnk,)  prepared,  as  he  tells  as,  with  great 
care  and  accuracy,  giv«i  the  following  sums  as 
the  total  expenditures,  exclodve  oi  payments 
oa  account  <a  the  pnblw  debt : 

ForlS28  -  -  -  |11,490,46»  94 

6  -  -  -  ]8,082,SI8  27 

7  -  -  -  12,868,095  65 

8  •  -  •  18,296,041  48 

9  -  -  -  12,660,490  52 

80  -         -         -    18,229,688  88 

81  -         -         -    18,91B,f08  9B 

Now,  air,  let  it  be  remembered  that,  in  ad£ti«i 
to  these  increased  and  Increadng  expenditores^ 
there  should  he  alai^allowanoefbr  soma  which 
had  been  refbsed  for  that  most  important  matter 
of  internal  improvement.  A  system  was  r^nlarly 
and  happily  progressing  under  the  last  Admin- 
istration, vitally  affectjug  the  whole  value  of 
the  country,  calling  into  useful  exercise  its 
faculties  for  rapid,  intimate,  and  profitable  iu- 
teroommunioation,  cementing  its  various  and 
distant  portions,  binding  our  whole  people  in 
ties  of  vicinity  and  consangainity ;  a  system, 
to  promote  which  is,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
one  of  the  most  imperative  as  well  as  one  of 
the  most  desirable  and  oseftil  obleets  for  which 
this  Government  was  oi^anlzed.  How  has  it 
fared  with  this  "reforming,  retrenchment** 
Administration.  Reformed  into  a  state  of  non- 
enstence — lost  sight  of — abandoned— vetoed, 
Tes,  sir,  at  one  sweep,  a  lighthouse  bill,  involv- 
ing an  expenditure  of  half  million  of  dollars,  the 
disbursement  of  which  would  have  left  traces 
of  useful  improvement  scattered  through  all 
parts  of  the  Union  for  generations  to  come, 
was  rejected.  Your  turnpike  road  bill,  your 
canal  bills,  r^ected.  And  yet  your  total  ex- 
penditures are  increased.  Are  the  sums  thns 
refbsed-to  lueAiI  ol^eota  made  to  swell  thQ 
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■moont  of  "  spoils  "  ind  "  rewards  "  distribated 
to  favorites  f 

Sir,  it  is  to  be  feared  this  "  Inscription  on  the 
Execotive  roll "  has  ceased  to  be  "  l^ble,"  or 
pofeibl^  it  ma;'  have  been  deposited  in  some  of 
the  retired  departments  of  an  Executive  officer 
by  one  of  those  who  came  in  as  a  component 
part  of  the  "  nnit  cabinet,"  and  that  his  niocea- 
aor  had  not  jet  found  the  place  of  its  repose. 
If  so,  let  na  sUll  hope  that;  late  as  it  is,  we  shall 
again  hear  of  it.  Hanj  ooosiderations  and  an- 
meroQS  foots  iuTite  ftirther  diaonamon ;  bat,  in 
despite  of  the  oballenge  of  tiie  ohdmua  of 
finuoe,  Ur.  0.  said  he  was  nawilling  to  con- 
mme  more  time.  He  wonid,  however,  add 
one  word  in  regard  to  one  of  the  cases  by 
which  the  Senator  Aroni  Geoi^a  (Hr.  Fossttq) 
bad  illnstrated  the  desire  of  the  Execntive  to 
retrench,  and  the  practice  of  Congress  to  defeat 
that  desire.  The  other  case  had  been  fully 
disposed  of  by  his  Mend  from  Uassachnsetts, 
(Mr.  Wkbstsb,)  who  was  interrupted  before  he 
bad  explained  the  navy  contract  for  timber. 
In  this  case,  it  was  tme  that  Oongresa  bad 
paaeed  a  remedial  law,  and  in  terms,  and  in  a 
manner,  to  imply  dlaaatis&etloa  at  the  conrse 
(tf  the  aodltor.  What  was  the  casef  A  eon- 
tnwt  was  made  by  the  navy  oommissictpers  for 
deliveiteg  timber  at  a  certain  period,  and  re- 
•erving,  according  to  universal  usage,  ten  per 
cent.,  to  be  forfeited  if  the  contract  were  not 
executed  according  to  its  letter.  The  contract 
was  jEiuthfhlly  executed  in  all  respects  except 
as  to  time.  To  the  extension  of  time,  the  com- 
missioners made  no  objection.  The  service 
was  not  injured,  nor  was  any  one  injured.  The 
navy  commissioners,  who  made  the  contract, 
desired  to  pay  the  contractor  the  price  of  his 
materials.  <a  ^E|^  ^  Secretaries  of  the 
KavT  and  of  ^e  Treasnry.  Both  were  of  opln- 
,  ion  It  ahoold  be  pud;  but  the  Fourth  Ancfttor 
objected,  and  the  Prewdent  agreed  with  the  an- 
ditor  that  the  law  enforced  the  penalty,  because 
a  short  time  had  expired,  more  than  the  con- 
tract allowed. 

The  oontraotor  bronght  his  case  here,  and 
(without  a  dissentient  voice,  he  believed)  his 
whole  prioe  was  ordered  to  be  paid.  Now,  sir, 
is  this  the  magnanimons  exhibition  of  liberality 
which  becomes  a  great  Government?  Is  this 
Administration  so  hard  run,  that,  while  it  is 
oootiuuing  this  very  Fourth  Auditor's  office, 
and  its  accompanying  appendages,  which  the 
book  tdd  ns  was  crerted  fac  a  temporary  pnr- 

re  arinng  out  of  the  last  war,  and  ought  to 
abolished ;  while  it  is  piling  eigltteen  thou- 
sand dollars*  salary  for  ten  days*  services  of  a 
Hiidster;  while  it  is  multiplying  clerks,  and 
increasing  their  salaries,  that  it  is  compelled  to 
go,  for  proof  of  economy,  to  the  petty  ten  per 
cent,  on  a  little  contract— compelled  to  enforce 
the  letter  of  the  law,  even  if  it  be  the  letter,  to 
exact  the  pound  of  flesh  "  against  an  honest 
oontraotor,  whose  materials  they  have  received, 
and  now  have,  and  intend  to  use?  It  is  an  il- 
lustration,  not  exactly  to  the  purpose  inttoided 


by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  but  to  show  the 
conrse  of  this  Administration ;  and  proyes,  to 
use  the  language  of  the  Senat^Hr  from  Mtasouri, 
that,  "  while  they  are  saving  at  the  spigot,  thej 
are  wasting  at  the  bunghole." 

Mr.  Clatto5,  of  Delaware,  said,  the  clanfieiu 
the  bill  under  consideration  provided  thirty-Hi 
thousand  dollars  for  outfits  of  Hiuistera  to  Great 
Britun,  France,  and  Bussia,  and  made  no  dis- 
tinction between  the  missions  to  those  several 
courts,  although}  in  point  of  fact,  they  all  stood 
on  di^wt  gronnds.  The  outfit  for  a  lUnister 
to  Rosaia  was  evidently  necessaiy.  A  vacancy 
in  the  office  did  exist  at  the  commencemeot  of 
the  session,  however  difficult  it  may  be  to  saj 
when  it  commenced  \  for  the  Uinister  to  that 
Government,  although  he  received  his  twentj- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  ten  days' 
residence  in  Russia,  as  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land has  stated,  was  held  to  lie  a  Uinister  near 
that  Government,  daring  his  residence  in  Eng- 
land. In  regard  to  that,  however,  it  was  eoffi- 
cient,  for  the  present  purpose,  to  know  official- 
ly, as  the  Senate  did,  that  the  vacancy  had 
pened,  and  had  been  filled  by  thor  advice 
consent  They  knew,  too,  by  official  doca- 
ments,  and  by  their  own  act  in  r^eetii^  the 
Minister  to  Great  Britain,  that  the  vacsncj  in 
that  ofilce  depended  on  no  casualty  or  nnfore- 
seen  contingency,  demanding  or  juEtifyiog  a 
draft  on  the  oontaogent  fund  provided  bj  this 
bill.  However  obpeotionable,  therefore,  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  President's  power  of  appointment 
may  really  be,  should  that  power  be  exerciiod 
in  appointing  a  Minister  to  Great  Britun  duriog 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  in  contempt  of  ita 
advice,  the  case  of  the  new  outfit  to  France 
rested  on  different  principles,  and  he  reqneitad 
the  attwtion  of  the  members  of  the  Sniate  to 
the  distinction. 

The  gentleman  firom  Maryland  Qb.  Ceav- 
bibs)  has  met  the  anfoment  of  his  colleague  oa 
the  anl^eot  of  ezpenditares  by  the  Govemmeot, 
by  a  remark  to  which  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  at  this  time  ought  to  be 
particularly  directed.  Before  I  advert  to  it, 
however,  let  me  premise  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  (Mr.  Sjitth,)  in  the 
disctiselon  yesterday,  compared  the  expenses  of 
this  Administration  with  those  of  the  last,  and 
sought  to  show  us  that  if  those  same  pledges  of 
retrenchment  and  reform  which  were  ^ven  on 
the  4th  of  March,  16S9^  in  the  eastern  portico 
of  this  capitol,  had  not  1»een  all  redeemed,  yet 
the  enenaes  of  the  Governmuit  were  not  more 
than  they  had  been  before  tiiat  m«morabIeday. 
The  deeds  and  tho  very  expen^tnres  of  the 
last  Administration,  reviled  and  persecuted  u 
it  was,  are  now  made  the  standard  of  excel- 
lence ;  and  the  only  boast  of  those  who  then 
told  ns  that  tJie  task  of  reform  was  inscribed  on 
the  list  of  Executive  duties  in  characters  too 
legible  to  be  misunderstood,  now  is,  that  they 
have  not  been  more  extravagant  than  their 
predecessors.  The  chairman  agrees  that  the 
statement    theee  ezpen^nrei;  yesterday  nude 
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br  the  ^otlemaii  from  South  O&rolina  (Mr. 
HA.T?tE)  IS  correct.  Here  then  is  &  chaace  for 
comparison,  of  which  we  have  never  yet  been 
able  to  avail  ourselves  in  debate  with  Uie 
honorable  ehtdrman,  beoanse,  vpon  the  correot- 
xiesa  of  other  Btatemeota  of  e^NiAtnreB,  (par- 
ticolarly  the  diplomatic,)  we  have  disagreed. 
Bat,  for  the  sake  of  the  argnmeot  now,  let  as 
take  the  report  of  the  genUeman  from  Sooth 
Carolina,  wnich  the  chairman  tells  na  is  cor- 
rect. 

Hr.  0.  then  read  the  statement  sabmitted  hy 
Kr.  Hatns,  of  the  appropriations  and  ezpendi- 
tores  from  182S  to  1880,  inclnsive. 

The  expenditures  were — 

(Deducting  five  mil- 
Uons  for  the  Flor- 
ida treaty. 

1825,  -  11,240,080 

1826,  -  13,002,000 

1827,  -  12,680,000 

1828,  -  13,290,000 

1829,  -  13,660,000 
18S0,     •  18,229,000 

The  present  Administration  came  into  power 
on  i3k6  4th  of  March,  1829.  The  gettueman 
from  Georgia  seems  to  consider  the  expendi- 
tores  of  that  year  aa  not  properly  chai^able  to 
the  party  in  i>ower.  I  snppose  becanse  two 
monms  of  the  year  had  rolled  away  before  the 
inaogaratioQ.  And  yet  the  aame  gentlemim 
informed  na  that  the  pu^  in  Oongreas  was 
alone  responsible  for  ezpoiditnTeB;  not  tiie 
Frendent.  Judging  the  party  by  its  acta  in 
Congress,  pray  will  he  tell  me  why  it  is  not 
answerable  for  the  ezpendltnres  of  1828  ?  It 
had  a  m^ority  during  me  session,  when  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  expenses  of  that  year  were 
maae  greater  in  both  Hoases  than  it  has  ever 
had  since ;  and  if,  aa  he  says,  it  is  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  its  members  in  Congress  only, 
why  should  it  now  be  permitted  to  evade  the 
responsibilibr  of  its  appropriations  made  at  that 
session?  Without  subscribing  to  the  gentle- 
mui*s  doctrine  of  the  Irresponsibility  of  him 
who  availed  himself  of  these  appropriationB  to 
make  these  expenditnres,  I  deny  Uiat,  on  his 
own  ground,  the  gentleman  and  his  fHends  can 
escape  the  expenditnres  of  1829.  The  last  Ad- 
miniHtratlon  oonld  not  have  expended  this 
money.  The  appropriation  bills  were  passed, 
immediately  before  the  present  Execntive  came 
in,  by  his  own  friends,  and  the  expenditnres  of 
that  year  were  pecniiarly  those  of  him  who  told 
us  how  necessary  it  was  to  reform  the  abases 
of  bis  predecessors. 

Mr.  Adams  came  in  on  the  4th  at  March, 
1635,  and  the  expenses  of  his  two  first  years, 
by  the  name  statement,  are  actually  two  mil- 
Uon  six  huudred  and  fcnty-seveu  thonsuid  dol- 
lars less  titan  those  of  1829,  *80,  the  two  first 
years  of  the  party  now  in  power  1  Those  of 
1881  are  not  given  vitii  accuracy  yet,  bat  it  is 
admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  they  are  at  least 
six  hundred  thousand  doUara  beyond  the  ex- 
penses of  ai^  year  before  1829. 


I  come  now  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman, 
before  me,  (Mr.  Ohaiibebs.)  Tour  Adminis- 
tration has  cat  up  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provement by  the  roots  I  Your  President,  fai 
1830,  pvt  his  veto  ons  biU,  stopping  appropria- 
tions to  the  amount  of  half  a  mimon,  for  the 
benefit  of  Ihe  oountrr ;  and  on  the  Bookville 
road  bill,  the  Maysville  road  bill,  the  Looisrille 
and  Portland  canal  bill :  thus  (het&ihg  all  other 
measures  of  interoal  improvement  in  even- 
section  of  the  Union  where  they  were  demand- 
ed. Not  so  with  the  last  Administration.  They 
turned  their  faces  "against  no  measure  having 
for  its  object  the  national  welfare,  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  ooantry.  They  were,  there- 
fore, denounced  as  prodigal  q)eDdthrlfts  of  Uie 
public  money ;  and  their  opponents,  crying  from 
the  housetops  "retrenchment  and  reform," 
came  into  power  by  means  ctf  their  profesdona 
on  that  occasion.  "Where  now  are  those  who 
sounded  the  toonn  and  put  the  country  in  an 
uproar,  beoanse  of  the  alleged  extravagance  of 
those  who,  in  182S  and  1826,  administered  the 
affaire  of  this  Union !  I  ask  those  who  now 
entreat  us  to  relieve  the  consumption  of  the 
country  from  unnecessary  exactions,  what  have 
yon  guned  by  the  change  1  Ton  assisted  to 
tear  down  the  whole  system  of  internal  im- 

{>rovement,  by  which,  under  the  anspices  of  the 
ast  AdministraUon,  our  rivers  were  cleared  of 
obstmctions,  and  our  country  was  intersected 
with  roads  and  canals.  Ton  desire  this  as  *'  a 
consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished  fiv." 
But  have  the  public  expenditures  been  dimin- 
ished 9  Kotso.  Kbtso.  The  "retrendiment" 
is  more  extravagant  than  the  expenses  you  de* 
lire  to  retrench.  Nothing  is  more  deu  than 
that  these  exiwnditures  have  increased,  and 
are  increasing,  notwithstanding  the  country 
has  lost  the  Moefit  of  the  asual  appropriations, 
from  its  own  funds,  for  internal  improve- 
ment To  dl  such  of  these  advocates  of^ 
reform  aa  were  sincere  In  the  opinions  they 
formerly  professed,  I  therefore  say,  come 
forth,  and  aid  us  in  attempting  to  ruieve  the 
country  from  unnecessary  burdens,  in  eveij 
instance  where  it  can  be  done  oonsistently  with 
the  interest  and  honor  of  the  nadtm.  Each 
man  reserving  to  himself  his  proper  opinions 
of  other  things,  let  us  oo-operate  in  the  good 
work  of  pruning  away  unnecessary  appropri- 
ations, and  let  the  county  have  the  fml  bene- 
fit of  the  results  of  our  co-operation  in  that 
cause. 

Mr.  Tazbwsll  said  that  be  should  vote  now 
as  he  voted  in  the  committee,  unless  the  ofBoial 
document,  showing  the  actual  occurrence  of 
the  vacancy*  were  placed  on  the  files  of  the 
Senate.  K  it  were  officially  shown  that  there 
was  now  a  vacancy,  he  would  be  wiUing  to 
vote  the  appropriation.  But  he  most  liave  tae 
fact  standing  on  record  her&  in  ftrptiuam  rei 
memoriam,  that  snoh  was  the  foct.  His  Judg- 
ment on  this  matter  had  been  longformed,  and 
it  was  not  now  to  he  shaken.  Tor  these  six 
years,  ay,  these  eerai  years,  he  had  cherished 
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the  fftith,  in  which  he  bIiouM  die — that  no 
President  shall,  daring  the  recess,  fill  a  Tacancj 
whioh  occarred  daring  the  aessiun.  If  the 
TseanoT  were  now  pat  on  record  bj  die  <^ielal 
sot  (tf  ue  EzecotlTe,  he  wonld  Tote  fat  tbe  ODt> 
fit;  and  if  not  he  would  vote  agfunst  uij  Min- 
ister who  migfat  be  appointed  daring  the  reoess, 
though  he  were  bis  father,  hia  brother,  or  his 
dearrat  friend. 

He  professed  to  have  no  wish  to  prj  into  the 
Exeeative  records.  He  had  no  desire  to  open 
the  port^euilU  of  the  Becretarjr  of  State,  or  the 
bnreaa  of  the  President,  to  see  whether  Mr. 
Bives  had  been  recalled  or  not.  He  had 
nothbg  to  do  with  that.  It  was  enongh  for 
htm  to  know  that  Mr.  Rires  was  still  in  France. 
Be  was  willing  to  understand  this — that  the 
continiraDC7  mi^^t  happen,  or  might  not  h^ 
pen.  If  the  eontingeacy  should  oocnr  during 
the  recess,  it  was  well;  let  the  (ratfit  in  that 
case  be  provided  as  for  a  contingency.  That 
was  the  true  state  of  things.  Was  there  not  a 
fiind  already  provided,  adequate  to  meet  the 
expense  of  such  oontingenoy,  should  it  occur? 
He  asserted  that  there  was;  and  tiiat  its  name 
— ^the  contingent  fhnd — snffiuentlj  pointed  out 
the  purposes  for  whioh  it  was  created.  The 
sum  of  980,000  had  been  appropriated  for  the 
ooutingenoiea  of  foreign  interoourse.  Would 
gentlemen  undertake  to  say  that  this  fund 
was  not  applicable  to  such  an  ol^jeott  The 
sentlemaa  from  Marylaad  had  intimated  that 
ft  waa  not.  Yet  did  that  Senator,  in  1 880,  vote 
to  replenish  this  very  ftand,  which  had  been 
exhausted  to  its  last  dollar,  to  pay  outfits  to 
fi««igtt  Ministers.  Was  it  so,  that  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  really  thought  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  right  to  pay  these  outfit  out  of 
the  contingent  land,  yet  voted  to  replace  the 
sum  which  had  been  taken  from  the  fbnd  for 
that  very  purpose  ?  Oertidnly  not  No  Sena- 
*tor  could  act  with  such  inconsistency.  his 
vote  in  1880,  the  Senator  expressed  his  opinion 
that  the  President  had  a  nght  to  apply  this 
fand  in  such  cases. 

Daring  the  Administration  of  President 
Washington,  there  ooonrred  a  singular  omission 
on  the  pari  of  Oonfpvsa.  Ko  appropriation 
was  made  for  payiDg  the  expenses  incurred  in 
transmitting  hither  the  votes  of  the  electors. 
When  the  messengers  brought  on  the  votes, 
there  was  found  to  be  no  money  provided  for 
them  here.  The  Presideut  put  his  hands  into 
this  ftmd,  and  paid  them.  This  fund  was 
called  the  secret-service  fund;  and  cariosity 
was  alive  to  know  what  connection  Washing- 
ton could  show  between  the  service  performed 
and  the  secret-service  fhnd.  Inquiries  were  set 
on  foot:  he  believed  there  was  inquiry  by 
Congress  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  mes- 
sengers were  paid.  The  President  took  a  stand, 
and  a  very  proper  one,  refo^ig  to  render  uiy 
account;  and  tne  thing  was  not  known  until 
an  appropriation  to  replace  the  snm  made  ita 
appearance  in  the  general  appropriation  bill. 
It  was  kept  profoonalj  a  secret,  until  all  cari- 


osity OQ  the  subject  in  Congress  had  subsided, 
and  no  one  oared  a  straw  about  it 

He  bad  stated  this  fact  to  show  that  the 
poww  of  the  Prerident  over  tiiia  ftand  wai 
absolate.  In  1880,  the  snm  requlate  to  provide 
the  oatflts  was  taken  out  of  it ;  and  the  inntle- 
man  fttnn  Georgia,  the  gentlrann  frcon  lUiy- 
land,  and  himself;  had  voted  to  reinstate  it 
Why,  then,  should  not  precisely  the  same  fond 
be  applicable  to  precisely  the  same  case  t  If 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  shown  that 
the  contingent  ftind  was  too  small,  and  that 
$40,000  would  be  required  instead  of  $30,000, 
he  was  willing  to  give  it  But  he  desired  to 
give  it  to  be  disbursed  on  the  responsibility 
of  the  President.  If  the  Adminiatr^ion  vere 
satisfied  with  the  ftind  as  it  now  stood,  he 
would  not  increase  it  It  was  then  sufficient 
for  all  contingencies,  and  no  an^entation  was 
asked  t<a.  But  he  was  not  disposed  to  appro- 
priate a  Rumsnfficient  for  all  oontingendes,  and 
|9jXI00  to  boot 

The  principle  contended  fw  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  that  the  Executive  was  not 
to  be  held  responsible  for  the  expenditures  of 
his  Administration,  bat  that  Ckuigress  was,  lie 
utterly  disclaimed.  He  had  nothing  to  do  wiUi 
such  an  opinion.  He  held  up  both  his  hands 
against  it  If  true,  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it;  if  erroneous,  he  would  protostaguDstany  ap- 
plication of  the  sentiment  to  him.  He  held  the 
Pre^dent  responuble  for  every  aot  to  which 
he  had  given  bis  oraourrraiee.  What  were 
they  to  &.  if  thia  doctrine  were  to  be  sostsin- 
ed?  Oonld  they  resort  to  the  elective  fran- 
chise for  the  redress  Of  their  grievances  t  Sup- 

Cthe  minority  of  Oongress  determined  to 
down  a  portion  of  the  people  to  the  earth 
by  taxation,  lliey  could  do  it,  but  not  with- 
oat  the  sanction  of  the  President  What  are 
the  people  of  Virginia  to  do,  when  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  unite  to  impose  on  them 
burdens  which  they  were  not  able  to  bearf 
Were  they  to  go  to  the  ballot-box  for  relief  f 
There  were  but  two  modes  of  operating — by 
pnblio  opinion,  and  by  the  electicm  of  Prendent 
The  Prendent  ought  to  be  «empt  from  sB  par* 
tial,  all  local  inflnenoes,  and  abould  be  the  eom- 
mon  guardian  of  all,  sud  Mr.  T.,  of  as,  and  <^ 
yon.  Onr  oompl^nts  ought  to  be  made  to  him, 
and  it  is  his  duty  to  give  redress.  £ntertuQiii|; 
these  views,  he  saia  that  he  could  not  admit 
the  principle  of  the  gentleman  from  Oeoi^a 
to  be  correct 

He  adverted  to  the  injurious  tenden*^  of 
such  a  doctrine,  at  a  time  when  the  number  of 
those  who  had  so  oonstantiy  complaiaed  of  the 
expenditures  of  Government  had  become  so 
few,  and  was  duly  dimiuishing.  The  few  con- 
sistent had  not  nllen  off  in  zeal.  Hieir  note 
was  not  leas  loud.  Had  the  gentleman  from 
Sonth  OaroUna  dropped  s  ringle  word  or  syl- 
lable of  hia  former  language  I  Under  the  last 
Administration,  who  bad  preased  upon  them 
with  a  heavy  baud,  they  had  cried  "  give  us 
relief."  And  were  they  now  to  be  f&taX,  be- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBESS. 


4^ 


Mat.  1883.] 


canse  those  whom  thej  had  advocated  were  in 
power  t  Perhaps  thej  might  always  have  to 
De  oppressed  by  the  majority,  hot  it  woald  not 
be  with  their  own  consent.  Let  not  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  tell  him,  tiien,  that  he  mnst 
not  make  the  Presidect  re^onsible  for  acta  of 
extravagance  and  oppresedon.  To  whom  was 
he  to  lookl  He  had  no  power  over  the  Senator 
from  Delaware,  or  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 
He  wished  for  none.  The  oonstitatlon  had 
marlced  a  broad  line  between  them.  He  could 
only  then  resort  to  pnblio  opinion.  It  was  im- 
possible that  he  could  reoogniro  the  doctrhie 
that  the  Fre^dent  waa  not  responsible  for  the 
meaanres  which  had  passed  both  Honsea  of  Oon- 
greai^  and  become  alaw  byhia  sanedon. 


TouDAT,  April  24. 

Wa»hinffUm*»  Statue. 

"Mr.  MnxBB  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striloBg  out  the  danae, 

To  enable  the  Prerident  to  eonfaaot  fbrastatne 
of  Oemga  Waridngton,  to  be  [daoed  fai  the  zotaodo 
in  ibo  eapltol,  6,000  doUan." 

Mr.  U.  said  he  did  not  otject  to  the  object  of 
ttie  approprialion,  hut  he  would  deny  the  right 
of  the  HoDse  of  Bepresentatives  to  make  a  con- 
tract without  the  assent  of  the  Senate,  and 
tlien  demand  from  the  Senate  an  appropriation 
to  carry  it  into  effect  If  the  subject  of  the 
resolDtion  of  the  House,  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  employ  Mr.  Greenough,  h^  been  the 
decoration  of  the  Hall  of  Bepresentatives^  he 
would  not  Jiave  objected  to  the  appropriation, 
as  it  woold  have  been  within  the  exclusive 
province  of  the  House ;  but  it  related  to  the 
rotundo,  which  waa  certainly  as  much  within 
tlie  jurisdiction  and  control  of  the  Senate  as  of 
the  Hoose. 

Kr.  BuiH  Bud  that  no  contract  had  been 
made  with  Mr.  Greenough.  Ike  Ftendent  had 
merely  written  to  him,  advicdng  him  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  asking  whether  he  would  undertake 
the  task.  No  appropriation  would  probably 
be  wanted  before  the  next  year,  and  no  incon- 
veniense  could  arise  from  ite  being  struck  out. 

Kr.  Hii^T  said  that  he  had  been  informed 
by  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Bnild- 
ings  of  the  House  of  BepreseatatlveSi,  that  there 
was  no  intention,  on  the  port  of  the  House,  to 
usurp  exclusive  power  over  the  capitoL  They 
had  mtended  to  pass  a  joint  resolution ;  but, 
through  inadvertence,  it  was  suffered  to  take 
the  form  of  a  simple  resolution. 

After  A  few  words  firom  Messrs.  Fobatth, 
OHAMBwai  JoHiraioir,  and  Millkb,  the  motion 
to  strike  oat  was  agreed  to.  The  bill  waa  then 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


MoiTDAT,  May  7. 
Stephen  Pleatanton. 

The  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Stephen  Heaaaoton 
[Fifth  Auditor  of  the  T^reaBoiy,  making  him  an 


allowance  for  extra  services,  in  acting  as  So- 
licitor of  the  Treasury]  waa  then  read  a  third 
time ;  and  on  the  question  <tf  its  passage,  the 
yeas  and  wjh  were  wdered,  on  the  eall  taHx. 
Marot. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  was  opposed  in  some 
observations  from  Mr.  Mabot,  Mr.  Suite,  and 
Mr.  BuoKNBR ;  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Gbuitdt, 
Mr.  FBBLmoHTiTBBN,  Mr.  Clayton,  and  Mr. 
WhitK. 

ilt  was  oontended  by  the  opponents  of  the 
that  these  payments  fbr  extra  services  waa 
the  introduction  of  a  new  principle,  the  adop- 
tion of  which  would  fill  tne  Senate  chamber 
with  applicants  for  similar  recompense ;  that  a 
public  officer  receiving  three  thousand  dollars  a 
year  was  bound  to  undertake  any  duties  whit^ 
might  be  Imposed  upon  him ;  that  the  Third 
Auditor  had  performed  a  variety  of  extraordi- 
nary services,  and  had  never  called  for  extraor- 
dinary recompense ;  and  that  the  applicant,  in 
this  case,  performed  these  extra  services  by 
means  of  clerks,  who  were  sufflolently  paid. 
On  the  other  side,  the  ground  taken  was  that 
no  man  was  expected  to  perform  more  than 
reasonable  service ;  that  It  was  absurd  to  ex- 
pect the  exclusive  devotion  of  all  the  ene^ea 
of  soul  and  body  to  the  purposes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  that  it  would  be  uureasonable  to  ex- 
pect  Buch  devotion  from  members  of  Oongreas, 
and  they  had  no  ri^ht  to  expect  it  from  others; 
that  the  extra  duties  were  performed  by  the 
applicant  when  other  officers  were  enjoying  the 
luxury  of  repose ;  that  the  oame  services,  for 
which  five  hundred  doUara  a  year  were  by  this 
bill  granted,  had  now  to  be  performed  at  a  cost 
of  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  a  year ;  that 
the  letters  and  inatructions  ismed  by  ^e  appli- 
cant during  the  ten  years  in  which  he  perform- 
ed those  duties,  filled  six  thousand  folio  pages ; 
and  that  he  luid  postponed  his  claim  fbr  no 
other  reason  than  that  he  would  not  provoke 
the  jealousy  of  other  officers  of  the  Govem- 
mont] 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  being 
taken,  was  decided  as  follows : 

TxAS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bentoo,  Cl^,  Clarton,  Dad- 
loy,  ElUa,  Ewiag,  FreliDgbujseD,  Grundy,  Holmes, 
Knight,  Miller,  Naudain,  Poiodexter,  Freatlsa,  Bob- 
bins, Buggies,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tazowetl,  Tyler, 
Waggaman,  White,  Wilkins— 21. 

Natb. — Messrs.  Brown,  Boclcner,  FooL  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Many,  Moore,  Robinson,  Smith,  tipton,  Itmr 
lioson— II. 


WsDKXSDAT,  May  9. 

PubUe  Landi. 

Itr.  DicKBBSON,  pursuant  to  the  notice  which 
he  gave  yesterday,  moved  to  take  up  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  distribution  for  a  limited 
term  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pnblic  lands.  He . 
stated  that  his  only  object,  at  present,  was  to 
dispose  of  the  pending  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Alatuuna  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands.  Should  that  motion  be 
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negatived,  the  bill  might  be  taken  np  for  dis- 
fnuaion  oa  an  early  day  in  tbe  next  week. 

Hr.  Kino  s^d  he  ahoald  not  have  risen  to 
det^  the  Senate  on  this  question,  bat  for  a  Te> 
mark  which  had  ftOen  from  the  Senator  hem 
Eaita<^7,  Olr.  Out,)  whra  the  snbjeot  ms 
before  the  Senate  on  a  former  day.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Eentaoky  had  stated  that  he  (Ur.  K.) 
had  taken  fire  at  the  suggestion  tiiat  this  bill 
ought  to  be  brought  np  for  discassion ;  and  t^t 
he  liad  denounced  tbe  report  of  the  Oommittee 
on  Hannfaotnres  as  nnfoir.  In  making  this 
statement,  the  Senator  from  Eentnoky  had  not 
done  him  jostioe.  He  certainly  had  not  taken 
fire  at  the  Boggeetioa ;  but  he  had  stated  tbat 
he  was  not  prepared  to  act  on  the  bill,  ontil  it 
■honld  have  beui  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on 
Public  Lands.  The  Senator  frxun  Kentaoky 
had  alao  charged  him  with  allying  the  tenn 
"  anfidmeas  "  to  the  repent. 

He  had  stated  that  it  was  calcnlated  to  make 
an  erroneoos  impression  on  the  public  mind,  on 
a  subject  which  was  of  general  importance,  bnt 
which  was  vitally  interesting  to  the  Qtata  which 
h^  represented.  He  had  oert^nly  not  intended 
to  charge  the  Oommittee  on  Manafaotores  with 
any  intention  to  circulate  erroneous  opinions ; 
bnt  he  bad  ccmsidered  that  their  local  sitoation, 
dteir  peculiar  habits  of  thinking,  uid  their 
knowledge  of  the  subject  did  not  quaUfy  titiem 
:  to  come  to  conclusions,  the  accuracy  of  which 
ought  not  to  be  disputed.  When  he  had  heard 
this  r^rt  deeoiibed  by  membMS  d  the  Saute 
as  most  able,  most  enU^tened,  and  most  con- 
otnrire,  he  had  only  aaked  Hiat  it  might  be  re> 
ferred  to  tbe  Oommittee  on  Public  Luids,  who 
were  conversant  with  the  whole  subject,  for 
their  examination,  ioasmuoh  as  tbe  Oommittee 
on  Manufactores  were  leas  intimately  acquainted 
witii  it  If  the  arguments  were  so  able  tliat 
they  could  not  be  answered,  could  not  be  re- 
futed, or  proved  to  be  erroneous,  its  reference 
to  the  Oommittee  on  Public  Landa  could  be 
productive  of  no  ill  effect  on  the  report  On 
the  contrary,  its  aconracy  wonld  be  tiie  more 
strongly  established  in  tbe  public  mind. 

Hr.  Out  inqolred  if  the  motion  was  to  refer 
both  the  report  and  the  bill,  or  sim^  the  bill. 

Ur.  Knra  replied  that  he  had  oivided  the 
question,  and  confined  the  motion  to  the  refer- 
ence of  the  bill. 

Ur.  Out  add  the  proporition  then  was  to 
refer  the  bill  without  the  report  He  felt  ex- 
tremely happy  to  Icam  that  the  gentieman  from 
Alabama  had  determined  to  ezEibit  no  feeling 
on  this  subject,  but  to  keep  himself  free  from 
all  warmth  or  excitement  With  equal  tnith, 
he  could  declare  that  be  had  none.  This  was 
a  great  subject  of  national  interest,  and,  in  its 
oonsideration,  every  thing  like  feeling  ought  to 
be  eradicated ;  every  thing  like  party  banished 
from  the  walb  of  tbe  Senate.  It  was  a  subject 
interesting,  not  only  to  the  Senate,  and  not  only 
to  the  people  of  our  time,  but  it  was  one  In  the 
well-disposition  of  whidi  posterity  would  have 
an  interest  for  hundreds  of  years  to  coaa. 


He  hoped  the  moti<Mi  which  had  been  mada 
by  the  Senator  from  Alabama  wonld  not  pr»- 
vail;  and  as  be  considered  tiie  subject  to  be 
one  of  the  highest  magnitude,  and  wished  tbit 
his  name  might  be  recorded  on  the  question,  m 
order  to  show  his  oooisa  to  those  to  whon  he 
was  respoanUe,  aa  well  as  to  thoae  who  iaig}it 
come  after  him,  he  wonld  not  take  his  seat 
without  asking  that  the  qnsstioa  be  tahMi  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  than  talMi  m  themotiaB 
to  refer,  as  follows : 

Tus.— Keasrs.  Beaton,  Rbb,  Brown,  EBis,  War- 
sytb,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricki,  Bill,  Kane,  Kii«, 
Hangum,  Marcy,  HUler,  Xowa,  Poiadexter,  Sotda- 
son,  gmitii,  Tasewell,  Tipton,  Tronp,  White— *i. 

Nats.— Henra.  Bell,  Bockner,  Clay,  Qaytan,Dat> 
las,  DickersoD,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelii^oyaen,  BabM% 
Johoston,  Ei^ght,  Naadain,  Preotus,  RobUoa, 
gtes,  Seymottr,  ^sbee,  Sfngne^  TawilhiaoB,  Wag- 
gaman,  Wilkina— 2S. 

The  Yioa  Pbssidist  gave  bis  Toto  h  €b» 
affirmative.  So  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to 
the  Oommittee  on  Pablic  Lands  was  carxied  in 
the  affirmati  ve. ' 


T&naDAT,  Mar  10. 

Poit  Qffiu. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  ooaasidentioa 
of  the  bill  to  establish  certain  post  olBoes  and 
post  roads,  ud  to  discontinue  others. 

The  qneatiw  being  on  the  moti<m  of  Ur. 
Bm  to  amend  the  mil  by  adding  a  aeetioa 
abolishing  the  p(»tage  on  newsp^rs  after  the 
Ist  day  (H  July, 

Mr.  Olattoit  concluded  tbe  remarks  which 
he  commenced  yesterday,  further  commeuttngOD 
the  manner  which  the  investigatimi  institated 
last  year  into  t^e  management  of  tiia  But 
Office  Department  was  arrested. 

Mr.  GamimT  made  an  explanaticm  on  aome 
of  the  points,  especially  in  reference  to  tbe  ex- 
tra allowances  given  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral in  the  case  Harrall,  end  tbe  Baltimore 
and  Washington  contract 

Mr.  Houoa  simoeeded,  maUng  aama  adfr 
tional  explanations  on  the  manner  In  which  tbe 
inquiries  of  the  snb-oonmiittoe  Isst  year  vcn 
met  at  the  department 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amokl- 
ment  offered  by  Mr.  Ban,  and  detennined  in 
the  negative,  as  follows : 

Tka8. — ^Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewng^ 
Foot,  Frelia^u7Sen,  Hayne,  nolmes,  Johnstea, 
Knight,  Hiller,  Moore,  Naudaio,  F^dexter,  ftca- 
tiss,  Bobbins,  Boggles,  SsTmoor,  StMieet  ^ngne, 
Tomlinson — 22. 

Nats.— Meam.  Benton,  Brown,  BoAnsr,  Dallu, 
IMokersoD,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Oniady,  Hen- 
dricks, HiU,  Kane,  King,  MaatuBa,  lUi«y,  RoUn* 
SOD,  Smith,  Taievell,  TiptoD,  Ttva^^  Tyler,  While, 
Wilkins— 28. 

The  bill  was  flien  frirtiier  amended  in  ita  de- 
taila,  and  was.r^orted  to  tiitt  Senata,  Tbe 
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■mtmliiMiiitfi  made  In  Oann^ttee  of  the  Whole 
vera  ooDooned  in. 


TnnDAT,  ICay  16. 
Ikath  nfthe  Sim.  J.  Sunt. 
A  mesBsge  wu  reo^ved  from  the  House  of 
BepraentaCiTCB  by  IL  St  Olair  ClArke,  tlie 
CSerk  of  tiie  Honae^  oommonioatiiig  the  death 
the  huumble  Jov^thah  Bjjsi^  ft  member 
of  the  Honu  nS  BqpresoitattTeB  from  the  State 
of  Vermont,  and  iiuonning  the  Senate  that  the 
fiiBMral  of  tlM  deceased  would  take  place  to- 
morrow  at  4  oWook  P.  H. 

The  message  having  been  read, 
Mr.  PsBtmsa,  after  a  few  enlcmado  remarks 
on  the  private  and  pablio  worth  of  the  deceased, 
moTcd  the  fdlowing  reaolntion : 

RtaolMd,  That  the  Senate  will  attend  the  ftmeral 
of  the  hoDOnble  JoMATaiM  Hurt,  Ute  a  member 
of  the  House  of  BcjMVsentatirefl  from  the  State  of 
Vermont,  to-morrov  at  4  o'clock  in  the  evening ; 
and,  u  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of 
the  deceased,  they  wiU  go  in  mourning,  and  wear 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolution  was  nnaDimonsly  agreed  to. 

Oq  motioQ  of  Mr.  Wbbstrb  it  was  then  or- 
dered thfU;  when  the  Senate  a^ooms,  it  atyomn 
to  meet  on  Thursday. 

The  Senate  then  a^lonrned. 


FBIDJ.T,  May  18. 

Ifr.  "Sjxo^  from  tiie  Committee  cm  FnbUo 
Iianda,  to  which  was  referred  the  bUl  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Manafoctiires,  to  appro- 
priate for  a  limited  term  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands.,  made  a  Tolominons  report ;  which 
was  read.  It  oondemos  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Oommittee  on  Manofiwtnrea,  and  reoommendB 
a  redootioQ  of  piices,  and  .acceleration  of  sales. 
The  condosion  of  the  report  recommends  that 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Mana- 
faetorea  be  amended  so  as  to  reduce  the  price 
of  the  public  lands  to  a  minimiiTn  of  one  dollar 
per  acre,  and  of  fiil^  oents  per  acre  on  audi 
unda  as  have  been  in  tlie  market  about  five 
years,  and  to  strike  out  the  wliole  of  the  present 
bill,  except  the  clause  wbidi  allows  10  per  cent 
to  the  new  States,  and  to  increase  that  to  Ifi 
per  cent 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bobinbov,  6,000  copies  of 
the  report  were  wdered  to  be  {nuted. 


TcuDAT,  ISaj  39. 

Colonel  John  LaurenM. 
The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  tlie  repreaeatatiTea  of  Golonel  John 
J,iaorena 

Mi.  RoBBnra  sdd,  it  will  be  recollected  that 
this  is  a  claim  for  expenses  disbursed  on  a  for- 
ogn  miasion,  by  Cc^nd  Laoren^  doe  1^  the 


[Saiun. 

then  existing  usage  of  the  Government,  which 
was  to  pay  these  expenses  instead  of  allowing 
an  outfit ;  due  also  by  an  express  resolution  of 
Congress.  Kothing  has  been  said,  nothing  can 
be  said,  against  the  merita,  the  inbinno  merits, 
of  this  claim :  for  these  ar^  obviona,  they  are 
pidpable,  they  are  undeniable. 

But  it  has  been  said  by  the  hcmorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  ^Mr.  Tazbwiix,)  that  tilie 
claim  (not  denying  its  intrinsic  merits,  how- 
ever) is  stale ;  that  it  ia  a  dormant  claim,  now 
dormant  for  forty  years ;  and  that,  therefore^ 
it  ought  not  now  to  be  satisfied.  Bnt  is  the 
fact  so?  Has  this  claim  been  so  dormant? 
For  more  than  twenty  years  of  this  period 
there  was  no  one  in  this  country  to  represent 
and  to  prosecute  this  dum ;  and  for  more  than 
ten  years  of  this  period  it  has  been,  from  time 
to  time,  before  Congress,  in  one  Honse  or  the 
other.  And  let  me  tell  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  neitbor  House  of  Oongreaa^  nor  any 
committee  of  <dther  Houn,  have  ever  expresaea 
an  opinion  adverse  to  these  intrinrio  merits. 
Even  the  oomn^ttee  of  whom  the  honorable 
^tteman  was  a  member,  did  not  report  agfdnst 
its  intrinsic  merits.  Tiiey  say  ezpresdy,  we 
abstun  from  giving  any  opinion  upon  the  mer- 
its; still  they  reoonunend  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  be  not  granted.  And  whyt 
For  certain  reasons  embodied  in  the  report 
And  what  are  these?  The  same  which  he  now 
urges  against  this,  and  which  I  am  canvassing. 

The  previous  report  in  favor  of  this  daim, 
after  a  full  investigation  thereof  by  the  com- 
mittee, of  whom  Governor  Barbour  was  cbur^ 
man,  and  now  Freaident.of  the  ITaited 
States  was  then  a  member,  was  disagreed  to 
by  the  Senate,  not  for  the  want  of  merita  in 
the  diUm,  bnt  beoanse  all  Oko  parties  to  the 
cUum  were  not  at  tiiat  time  parties  to  the  peti- 
tion. Bnt  now  no  such  difficulty  exists;  all  the 
parties  to  the  dum  are  parties  to  the  petition, 
and  can  give  the  necessary  discharges.  I 
repeat  neither  Hotise  of  Congress,  and  no 
committee  of  either  House,  have  ever  expressed 
an  opinion  adverse  to  the  intrinsic  merits  of 
this  claim ;  no,  not  even  the  gentleman  himself, 
when,  as  a  member  of  a  committee,  he  investi- 
gated thia  case ;  nw,  indeed,  has  he  now. 

Bnt  to  retnm :  I  have  nid  that,  fbr  mwe 
than  twenty  years  of  this  delay,  there  was  no' 
one  in  this  oonntryto  represent  and  to  prose- 
cute this  dum.  The  aoconnts  with  Colond 
Laurens  were  adjusted  by  the  Trwsnry  in 
1790 ;  then,  Henry  Laurens,  his  father,  was  an 
old  man,  and  soon  after  died ;  he  died  in  179S. 
He  never  preferred  this  claim,  because,  as  has 
been  before  stated,  his  son  had  kept  no  account 
of  these  expenses,  and  had  made  no  charge  of 
them  against  the  United  States ;  and  because, 
as  he  states,  he  did  not  know  that  his  son  ever 
meant  to  make  the  claim.  Ailter  his  death,  the 
da^htffl:  of  Colond  Laurens,  then  a  child,  went 
to  England  to  live  wltii  her  maternal  rdatives. 
(Colonel  Laorens  had  married  in  England,) 
where  ahe  haa  lived  ever  aince^  and  now  lives. 
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Her  ton,  and  onlj  surviving  obild,  remained  in 
England  for  his  ednoation  mi  1819,  when  he  oame 
to  his  patrimonial  inberitanoe  in  8oath  Oarolina, 
where  he  now  is,  in  ohsive  of  that  inheritance. 
Abont  three  years  after,  m  1828,  this  clum  was 
made,  and  a  petition  for  its  allowance  preferred 
to  Oongreas.  Here  let  me  say  that  I  know  this 
grandson  of  Oolond  Lanrena,  and  it  ^ves  me 
pleasnre  to  that  I  do  not  know  a  more 
cmfable  yoang  man.  I  tiilnk  it  impoarible  to 
know  him  aa  1  doy  without  foeling  a  kindneaa 
ibr  him  for  bis  amiaUe  disposition,  nor  withoat 
feeling  a  respect  for  him,  as  the  grandson  of 
Colonel  Lanrens.  Let  me  say  to  the  honorable 
gentleman,  that,  tf  be  knew  bim  as  I  do,  be 
never  ooald  have  the  heart  to  say  to  him: 
Sir,  this  yoar  hereditary  oJaim  may  be  jost  in 
itself;  bat  it  lias  remained  a  long  time  anaatia- 
fied,  and  therefore  ought  now  never  to  be  sat- 
isfied ;  nor  shall  it  be  if  I  can  prevent  it. 
Away,  sir,  with  year  claim,  and  never  let  me 
hear  oif  it  agidn  within  &e  waUs  of  this  Sen- 
ate." 

Is  it  poflrible  that  language  like  thb  oonld  he 
held  to  the  descendant  of  Colonel  Lanrens,  ap- 
pealing to  the  Jostice  of  his  oonntry  to  satisfy 
an  hereditary  cHaim,  acknowledged  to  be— at 
least,  not  denied  to  be— just  in  itself?  And  all 
fbr  a  laches  of  three  years  in  proseonUng  the 
claim:  for  that  is  all  the  laches  that  can  be 
tmpnted.  Where,  let  me  ask,  was  this  objec- 
tion when  the  widow  of  Colonel  Hamilton  pe- 
titioned for  the  commutation  clum  for  account 
of  her  husband  f — a  claim  whioh  he  bad  never 
made  \  a  clum  which  it  has  always  been  un- 
derstood he  had  expressly  w^ved;  and  had 
reoorded  that  widver,  in  order  to  plwie  his  vote 
for  die  oommntatdon  (he  was  then  a  member  of 
OoMresA)  above  the  snq;nd(m  of  an  interested 
mouve.  Tet  that  claim  was  allowed,  together 
with  the  legal  interest  for  the  whole  interval  of 
time.  That  claim  had  indeed  slept,  was  in  fact 
dormant,  from  178S  to  1816 ;  more  than  thirty 
years ;  still  it  was  allowed.  The  act  was  in- 
deed due  to  the  family  of  that  great  man,  and 
did  honor  to  the  justice  of  tiie  country.  But 
if  staleness  was  a  good  plea  affainst  a  claim 
Just  in  ttseli^  compared  with  this,  It  applied 
with  more  than  tenfold  force  agmnst  that ;  yet, 
against  that,  it  was  not  made,  or,  if  made,  it 
iai  not  previdL 

The  same  honorable  genHeman  has  also  eaiA 
that  the  aooount  of  Couinel  Lanrens  has  been 
adjusted  and  closed  by  the  Treasury,  and  that 
to  open  this  account  would  be  a  precedent  of  a 
dangerous  tendency.  But  let  the  honorable 
gentleman  reflect  that  it  is  not  proposed  to  open 
this  account,  nor  to  unsettle  this  settlement; 
no  snch  thing.  It  is  simply  proposed  to  pay  a 
claim  just  in  itself  that  never  has  been  adjusted 
b7  the  Treasury ;  never  has  been  passed  upon 
by  the  Treasury;  never  has  been  before  the 
Imasury.  Why  it  was  not  presented  has  been 
explained,  repeatedly  explained,  and  the  expla- 
nation will,  doubtiess,  be  recollected.  Oolond 
Hamiltm'a  aooonnt|  too^  had  been  a4}n^ed  by 


[Mat,  1881. 

the  Treasury,  and  dosed.  The  claim  to  Lii 
commutation  did  not  disturb  that  settismen^ 
for  it  had  made  no  part  of  the  acoonnt ;  it  1^ 
the  setdement  good  for  all  it  profesBed  to  Ht- 
tie.  Neither  does  the  dum  to  these  expeiiNs 
disturb  the  settlement  in  this  case,  for  it  bad 
made  no  part  of  the  aooount;  nw  weretiiey 
passed  upon  \iy  the  TreasDrr ;  the  fsttlouBt 
Is  left  good  for  all  it  profiwsea  to  settleu 

It  is  tnw  there  is  a  didm  to  a  trifliog  aawimt 
beride,  growing  ont  d  errors  appeuiag  « tke 
face  of  the  aooount,  but  for  this  claim  tlie  Kt* 
Uement  itself  is  the  voucher ;  and  the  daim  is 
made  because  the  settiement  itadf  gives  a  title 
to  it;  just  as  good  a  title  as  a  certificate  of  tbe 
Treaaurj,  oert^ing  that  amount  to  be  tmpud 
and  still  due. 

But  one  word  as  to  the  saoredness  of  a  Kt- 
tlement  once  made  by  the  Treasury.  Let  it  be 
sacred,  if  yon  please,  with  the  TrMsory  itself; 
let  the  Treasury,  thenceforth,  cease  to  ban 
any  control  over  it.   But  is  it  to  tie  the  buds 

Oongreaa,  wfaj^erer  iijnBtloe  ni«y  have  beea 
dine  Toj  the  Mttlementt  If  a  daim  has  bees 
disdlowed  by  the  Treasury,  which  oogbt  to 
have  been  allowed,  and  that  made  oleariyto 
appear,  is  there  to  be  no  redrcasl  Neitberat 
the  Treasury  nor  by  Congress!  Is  this  ibe 
miserable  dtnatiui  of  a  just  eldmant  apon  tbe 
Government  t  No,  sir ;  no,  indeed,  sir,  it  is 
not.  For  innumerable  almost  havt  been  the 
appeals  from  tbe  iiynstioe  of  Treasary  settle- 
ments to  the  justice  of  Congress  for  relief;  and 
when,  let  me  ask,  baa  relief  been  denied,  if  > 
just  claim  to  it  has  been  made  oat  dosriy  end 
udispotably  t  That  relief,  to  tbe  honor  at  tbe 
pnbllo  jnstloe  be  it  qraken,  thou^  it  bas  torn- 
times,  peihapy  too  <rfton,  been  ddayod,  b« 
never,  I  believe,  been  finn^  refnsed.  Bad  not 
the  accoonts  of  GoTornor  Tompkins  and  Prea- 
dent  Monroe  been  settled  at  the  Treunr;! 
And  did  not  both  petition  Congress  for  relief, 
a^nst  the  ii^Qstioe  of  that  settiement  I  And 
did  not  Congress  grant  relief— that  Betdement 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  t  Tea,  mort 
certainly.  I  refer  to  high  examples,  it  is  tms; 
and  perhaps  some  may  think,  tb^^fore,  wt 
applicable  to  ordinary  cases.  Bat  justice  knows 
not  the  face  of  num  in  her  decrees ;  she  knovs 
nothing  of  high  nor  low :  abe  gives  notliiDg  to 
renown  for  itself;  die  denies  nothing  to  ob- 
scurity, because  unknown ;  she  mya,  and  lu 
accordingly  de(n«ee — 

"  Trofl,  Tyrinsque,  mihi  noUo  discriu^e  igetu." 

But,  if  she  did  make  these  diseriminstioiis,  I 
should  not  di^uirage  the  names  c^Tompkiiu  spd 
Monroe ;  nor  would  they,  if  living,  think  ^ein 
disparaged,  by  being  associated  in  tbe  re^rds  of 
their  oonntry  with  the  name  of  Laurens.  Keilher 
would  they  challenge,  nor-would  any  one  chal- 
lenge for  them,  a  higher  distinction.  Bat  let  U 
be  remembered  that  their  claims  had  been  passed 
upon  by  the  Treasury,  had  been  disallowed  by 
tbe  Treasurr,  and  were  barred  thereby  so  f;^ 
•sthitoonld  bar  them;  but  that  this  elaund 
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liaurens  never  has  been  pawed  apon  bj  the 
Treaanry ;  nerer  has  beea  before  the  Treasury 
it  ia  indisputable ;  it  is  last  in  itself ;  it  has 
DOTer  been  satisfied.  And  wiU  tbe  Beiuito  now 
eaj  it  never  shall  be  satisfied  t 

A  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  Something 
has  been  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Uaine,  not  to  derogate  ft'om  the  intrinsic  merits 
of  this  claim,  bnt  to  disparage  the  personal 
merits  of  Ooumel  Lanrens — how  becoming, 
let  the  history '  of  his  oountry  .bear  witness. 
X%at  Ustory  has  recorded  lanrel  after  laurel 
eonfSBrred  upon  him  by  his  country,  to  attest 
her  grateftal  sense  of  his  high  and  ^orions  mer- 
its. These  recorded  honors  liave  long  since 
gathered  round  his  tomb;  they  now  uitoken 
over  it,  and  will  forever  adorn  it.  So  long  as 
the  sentiment  of  gratltade  shall  beat  ia  the 
bosom  of  his  country  at  the  recollection  of  her 
reTolutionai7  martyrs,  these  recorded  honors 
shall  fioariah  in  immortal  verdare;  and  even 
if  it  were  pos^ble  for  this  sentiment  of  grsti- 
tnde  to  die  in  the  bosom  of  his  conntrv,  tbej 
wonld  still  fioariah  in  history  to  kindle  tne  sen- 
timent of  admiration  in  every  other.  For,  so 
long  as  this  language  shall  last,  be  spoken,  or 
rcM ;  wherever,  in  all  fdture  time,  the  sublime 
virtues  ofpatriotic  devotion  and  heroic  bearing 
didl  sway  the  affections  of  the  human  heart, 
&6  name  of  Laurens  will  be  the  theme  of  un- 
mingled  praise,  aa  the  hero  above  fear,  as  the 
{Mitriot  beyond  reproach.  I  confess  I  felt  hart 
that  an  American  Senator  in  the  American 
Senate — the  proudest  theatre  in  the  world,  and 
tiiat  erected  on  the  blood  of  our  revolutionary 
heroes,  should  indnlge  a  wish  to  cast  a  shade, 
even  if  he  could,  upon  one  of  the  brightest 
names  in  that  host  The  faxit  alluded  to,  If  it 
were  a  fto^  woidd  not,  in  my  opinion,  oast  a 
shade,  nor  even  the  diadow  of  a  shade,  apon 
tiiat  bririit  name.  It  wonld  only  prove  thtf, 
in  that  instance,  as  In  every  other,  the  love  of 
country  predominated,  and  was  his  ruling  pas- 
sion. Nor  did  he  pursue  his  honorable  end  by 
dishonorable  means.  He  did,  with  the  ftinds 
of  his  coantry  tn  his  hands,  what  he  had  a  right 
to  do ;  what  his  duty  to  his  country  required 
him  to  do ;  and  for  doing  which  he  had  the 
approbation  of  his  coantry,  and  her  recorded 
thanks.  I  do  not  complain  of  tiie  statement, 
therefore,  for  its  posmUe  effect  to  pr^ndloe  the 
pure  fame  of  Colonel  Lanrens,  but  for  its  ap- 
IMient  intent. 

For  the  most  predons  of  aU  treasure  whieh 
any  oonntry  can  possess,  is  the  fbme  of  her 
great  men.  It  is  that  al<me  which  renders  any 
ooontTT  resplendent  in  the  eyes  <tf  every  (^w. 
^le  eiarum  tt  vtnerabiU  nomm,  in  every  in- 
stance, aa  wdl  aa  in  that  which  the  poet  cele- 
Inatea,  brings  much  to  our  city.  That  fame 
endnrea  forever :  it  survives  all  the  revolutions 
and  the  ravages  of  time;  even  those  which 
leave  the  country  itself  a  wreck,  even  those 
which  blot  the  nation  itself  out  of  existence ; 
even  then  it  rtill  sorvives  to  become  the  prop- 
erty   mankind,  and  to  do  hiHior  to  the  speoiei^ 


and  especially  to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of 
the  departed  nation.  But  its  great  value  is  this 
— it  is  prolific  of  great  men ;  beyond  any  thing 
and  every  thing  else,  it  awakens  and  supplies 
fuel  to  that  noblest  of  all  sentiments,  the  love 
of  country :  it  excites  and  leads  on  to  a  per- 

Eetual  emulation  in  the  race  of  glory.  What  a 
eart,  then,  mast  I  hare,  if  I  could  indolge  a 
wish  to  dishonor  a  name  that  does  honor,  and 
win  forever  do  honor,  to  the  name  of  mj  eoon- 
tiyl 

Hr.  Tazewell  cnposed  the  dlidm.  Its  justice 
did  not  rest  on  the  services  of  the  deceased, 
for  he  did  not  deny  their  merit,  or  that  they 
entitled  him  to  the  eulogium  pronounced  on  his 
memory,  in  the  language  of  the  Senator  f^m 
Rhode  uluid,  aa  clarum  et  venmtl4le 
but  it  was  right  to  go  back  to  their  merits,  and 
ask,  is  diere  any  money  due  or  not  1  The 
claim  had  been  befcn^  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives before  now,  and  as  often  rejected.  It 
had  become  the  practice,  when  a  claim  was  re- 
jected in  one  House,  to  bring  it  forward  in  the 
other,  and  there  it  vibratecL  till  at  length  a 
favorable  report  was  obtidned,  and  thai  it  waa 
again  preferred  with  the  reoommendadon  €t 
having  passed  one  of  the  legislative  bodies, 
Bnt  even  this  did  not  hold  good  respecting  the 
present  bill ;  for  as  often  as  it  was  brought  for- 
ward in  either  House,  it  had  received  reiterated 
rejections.  It  was  not  analogous  to  the  case  of 
Colonel  Hamilton.  The  ddms  of  Colonel 
Laurens  had  already  been  settled,  even  before 
the  formation  of  the  present  Government,  and 
his  receipt  received  for  the  payment  of  every 
cent  due.  Such  was  not  the  case  as  r^arded 
Colonel  Hamilton ;  there  was  no  doubt  of  the 
debt  due,  and  no  such  receipt  existed,  for  the 
strong  reason  that  nothing  had  previously  been 
paid.  Colonel  L.  died  in  1781  or  *8a,  and  now 
a  lAtim  was  advanoed,  with  eompoond  interest, 
four  times  a  year  fbr  for^  years.  Who  ever 
heard  of  the  like  1  For  these  several  reasons 
he  should  oppose  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  supported  by  Mr.  Hateb,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  MAKomr. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  bill  waa 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  by  the  following 
vote: 

TsAs. — ^Meters.  Buokner,  Chamber*,  Clayton, 
Clay,  Dallas,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Frelinghuyaen,  Hayne, 
Johnston,  Knight,  Miller,  Moore,  Polndezter,  Fren* 
ties,  RobbiDs,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
Waggaoian,  Webster,  Wilkins — 28. 

Nats. — ^Mesm.  Bell,  Dickerson,  Foot,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Mangum,  Harcy,  Bngglea,  Sniith,  Ta»- 
weH,  White— 11. 

.         Hf  the  United  Statea. 

Mr.  Dallas,  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had 
given  some  days  before,  moved  that  the  Senate 
now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  tn 
modify  and  continue  the  act  incorporating  tho 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — ^yeas  24. 

Mr.  Daulah  then  stated,  th^  harii^  hfonght 
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flus  qnestioa  before  the  Senate,  he  ihonld  con- 
tent nimaelf  with  tbu  Biieoea,  and  would  not, 
at  this  late  boar  of  the  day,  enter  into  the  viewii 
which  he  proposed  to  {veeent  to  the  Senate. 
He  would  tberefore  more  that  the  Senate  now 
adjourn;  and 
The  Senate  acljoiinied.  • 

WiDmsDAT,  May  S8. 

Hr.  PonTOKXTEB  moved  that  the  Senate  now 
l»>oceed  to  the  o(Huid«ation  of  the  Joint  reaoln- 
tion  reported  by  him  HHne  time  miuw,  al^b(M^ 
inns  the  Preddent  to  oaose  an  eqneitrian  atatoe 
<tf  funeral  WasUngton  to  be  executed,  hot  the 
Senate  refoaed  to  nstun  the  motion. 

Bank  of  the  United  StaUi—S&Aarter. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  modify 
and  oontinne  the  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
■oribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Itr.  Dallas  said:  The  great  question  in- 
volved in  the  bill  then  under  ooDsideratioa 
was,  whether  the  Oongreas  <^the  United  States 
would  prolong  the  ezuteince  of  a  national  insti- 
tution erected,  sixteen  years  ago,  for  wise  and 
aalutary  purposes.  Shall  it  be  permitted  to 
•zinre,  agreeaUy  to  the  limitation  of  its  char- 
ter, on  the  8d  of  March,  18861  Undoubtedly 
the  qaesUon  was  of  ooiuiderable  importance : 
of  importance  to  the  political,  fioancitd,  acd 
commercial  intereeta  of^the  country,  the  whole 
coon  try ;  of  importance  to  the  American  people 
in  their  diversified  transactions  of  trade,  in  the 
every-day  a&irs  of  life,  in  the  neoesaity  uf  pre- 
paring themselves  for  such  a  shock  to  their  so- 
cial condition  and  active  employments,  as 
must  inevitably  follow  upon  a  decision  adverse 
to  the  continuance  of  the  corporation.  Hij^ 
and  momentona  as  the  question  was,  he  hoped 
It  would  be  enooontend  and  canvassed  by  the 
Senate  as  one  pnrely  and  merely  of  legj^tive 
bntineu ;  divested  of  bias  or  rar^ndioe  of  every 
kfn4 ;  witit  a  angle  view  to  the  disduige  of  a 
rqffoaentatlTe  duty  to  the  community  at  large. 
It  was,  indeed,  unpossible,  seeing  what  we  con- 
stantly saw,  and  reading  duly  what  daily  ap- 
peared in  the  newspapers  of  every  i^uarter  of 
the  country,  not  to  know  that  considerations 
naturally  extraneous  and  irrelevant  bad  grad- 
uslly  become  mixed  up  with  tbis  question,  and 
had  given  it  a  character  and  direcbou  alike  for- 
eign and  injurious  to  it  He  would  invoke  from 
the  wisdom,  and  virtue,  and  patriotism,  of  the 
grave  ooaacU  he  addressed,  the  calmest,  the 
most  candid,  and  most  npnght  reaction:  at 
least,  if  it  were  imposnble  to  throw  aride  all 
fteling  or  prepoascBsiwi,  he  was  confident  that 
every  Senator  would  stros^e  to  r^ress  and 
subdue  it :  he  felt  no  doubt  that  such  would  be 
the  prevailing,  if  not  universal,  disposition.  In 
the  absence  of  all  improper  feeling,  affecting 
the  subject,  he  mi^t  be  allowed  to  say  as  to 
himself,  personally,  that  he  should  perhaps 
stand  in  need,  if  not  on  the  present,  pernapa  on 
awne  fotore  ocoanons,  v£  the  indulgence  of  the 


[Mat,  im. 

Senate;  when  be  oonfeaaed  tiie  existence  of 

,tbat  species  of  bias  which  cannot  but  in  kom 
degree,  though,  he  trusted,  not  in  a  measure  to 
t>lind  or  mi^ead  his  Jndgmeot,  srise  from  ui 
undying  and  ever-inoreasiog  veneration  for  tLe 
wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  author  of  the 
charter  now  under  discosuon.  This  was  the 
only  feeling  of  which  he  was  at  all  conscious. 

The  Senate  had  been  impelled  to  the  dis- 
ohaige  of  this  piece  of  legislative  business  in  a 
variety  of  vay&  and  by  coantless  memoriila 
and  petitions.  The  volnipinons  papers  which 
wa«  crowded  to  tiie  Secretary  s  desk,  ever 
sinoe  Ita  introduction,  ^eak  no  or^nary  lan- 

Sage.  A  very  large  number  of  the  eitians  <tf 
e  United  Statea,  in  their  se|>arate  and  indi- 
vidual d^fiacities,  aflixed  their  signatures  to 
these  documents,  and  interposed  their  earnest 
prayers  that  this  institution  should  be  prolong- 
ed in  duration.  Many  public  oorpcnatioDs, 
actively  engaged  in  the  business  of  Uie  world, 
even  those  of  a  rival  character,  competitors  in 
the  vast  money  transaotioos  of  the  country, 
having  felt,  frankly  acknowledge  its  Ijeneficisl 
inSaence,  and  had  transmitted  their  mepMirials, 
anxiously  as  well  as  generously  requesting  the 
renewal  of  the  charter.  Rising  a  step  bi^er, 
nomerotu  aasembUes  ttf  tiw  people,  in  the  East, 
the  West,  and  the  North,  ocmvawd  solely,  but 
openly  and  nndisguisedly,  to  deliberate  upon  this 
matter,  had,  with  the  impoung  weight  to  which 
such  aasembliea  are  always  entitled,  forwarded 
their  solicitous  petitions  for  the  renewal  of  tbe 
charter.  And  one  step  still  further :  many  of 
the  legislative  bodies  oi  the  respective  States  of 
the  Union,  those  very  bodies  whose  voices  call- 
ed into  official  being  the  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  tbe  formality  of  ccmstitutional  represent- 
ative delLberation,  and  under  the  scd^nn  re- 
sponsibilities of  their  stations,  appealed  to 
Oongreas  in  fbvor  of  this  hank,  and  invoked 
such  action  aa  would  pndong  ita  existence. 
Indeed,  it  would  seem  as  if  our  fellow-dtiieua, 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  individaally  and 
coUectivdy,  had  attentiv^y  listened  to  tbe 
voice  of-  their  present  Chief  Magistrate,  by 
whom  they  had  been  wisely  invited  to  the  coa- 
tideration  of  the  subject  more  than  two  yeara 
sgo;  and  bad,  now  that  the  proper  occasira 
arrived,  oome  forward  to  express  the  results  of 
that  consideration,  with  unequivocal  prsyers 
for  the  re-enactment  of  the  charter.  To  a 
pressure  so  perfeotiy  le^tlmate  in  its  character, 
and  distinct  and  respectful  iu  its  tone,  Congress 
could  not  be  insensible.  The  Senate,  he  doubt- 
ed not,  would  respond  to  it,  at  least  by  dispos- 
ing of  the  question  as  one  <n  urgent  legisUdve 
btmnesa  It  was  their  du^  to  tenninate  it, 
one  way  or  another. 

The  chief  feature  of  the  bill  reported  by  the 
committee,  and  now  before  the  Senate,  was  its 
first  section,  containing,  as  it  does,  an  allow- 
ance of  the  prayers  of  tbe  many  memorialists 
to  whom  he  had  referred,  by  continuing  in  fwce 
and  operation  the  act  incorporating  the  Baul£ 
of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  fifteen 
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J rears.  In  recominending  this,  the  committee 
ooked  to  the  national  institution;  ita  stnio- 
tore,  its  purposes,  its  tendencies,  its  necessarj 
&nd  natural  coarse  of  operations,  its  limitations, 
conditions,  and  restrictions,  as  it  emanated  from 
the  legislative  monld  sixteen  jrears  ago.  And 
thej  oonld  discern  no  reason  for  anj  substantial 
change.  They  could  not  be  affected,  in  the 
formation  of  this  Judgment,  by  any  scrutiny 
into  the  personal  conduct  or  motives  of  those 
to  whose  management  the  general  powers  of 
the  corporation  had,  at  any  time,  been  confided. 
The  abuse  of  a  puhlio  offioe  may  disqualify  ita 
incumbent,  but  furnishes  no  argument  what^ 
ever  for  tiie  abolition  of  the  office  itself.  Every 
thing  which  human  ingenuity  has  devised,  or 
can  devise,  for  good,  may  be  misapplied,  and 
be  made  the  means  of  mischief.  The  most  be- 
nefioent  trusts,  gnarded  in  the  most  oareftil 
manner,  may  be  uu&ithfiilly  administered  by 
bad  and  selfish  agents.  What  offioe,  legislative, 
jndicid,  or  exeoutive,  oonld  be  permanent, 
could  escape  early  deetmction,  if  Ita  existence 
were  made  dependent  upon  the  wisdom,  purity, 
and  virtue  of  the  human  being  who  happened 
to  hold  it  f  With  such  a  principle,  we  should 
be  forever,  and  perhaps  every  year,  remodelling 
our  whole  Gtovemment  organization,  abolish- 
ing establishments,  offices,  and  institutions; 
recoDstmoting  a  f^h  series  only  that  the  per- 
petually recurring  f^ties  of  man  might  lead 
again  and  unceasingly  to  the  work  of  deetruo- 
tion  aod  renovation. 

The  essential  and  paramount  oltfeots  for  the 
enactment  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  in  1816, 
were  donbUess  well  remembered  by  the  Sen- 
ators present  They  were,  the  establishment 
of  a  sound  and  uniform  national  currency ;  the 
creation  of  a  fit  instrument  for  the  collection 
and  distribution  of  the  pnblio  revenue;  the 
restoration  of  specie  payments,  then  unlawfully 
snspended  by  all  the  Btate  banks,  the  sole 
mana&ctories  of  the  circulating  medium :  and 
the  designation  of  a  safe  agency  wherewith  to 
facilitate  the  general  financial  operations  of  the 
Govemment.  Every  hour's  enerience,  since 
the  declaration  of  independence,  had  proved  the 
vast  impOTtanoe  of  these  olgeots,  from  the  ore- 
aticHi  <n  the  Bank  of  North  America,  under  the 
auspices  of  Robert  Morris,  in  1781,  to  that  of 
the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  protected 
by  Alexander  Hamilton,  in  1791,  and  especially 
during  the  five  years  of  peace  and  of  war  whidi 
intervened  between  the  expiration  of  the  char- 
ter in  1811,  and  its  revival  in  a  new  form  in 
1816.  During  the  forty-three  years  which 
have  elapsed  since  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution, the  {wuntry  has  been  without  a  national 
bank  only  seven  years;  the  national  objects 
adverted  to,  were,  of  course,  for  those  seven 
years  wholly  neglected ;  and  it  can  be  asserted 
without  dugw  of  denial,  that  five  cS  those 
years  teemed  with  more  oommeroial  disaster, 
fiscal  embarrassment,  trading  inconvenlenoe, 
and  ftandulent  money  transaotiona,  than  were 
wltneased  b^br^  or  tiiaa  can  poadUj  be  wit- 


nessed  during  the  existence  of  a  wisely  md 
discreetiy  administered  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  He  (Mr.  D.)  forbore  making  references 
to  historical  facts,  farther  than  was  absolutely 
heoessary.  They  were  familiar  in  the  actual 
experience,  uid  fresh  in  the  memory  of  those 
whom  he  addressed ;  and  they  were  abundant 
to  prove  tiie  vast,  the  vital  importance  of  tiie 
oljeets  he  had  enumerated  as  the  fondamental 
obj«ct«  contemplated  by  the  charter  of  1816. 

The  attainment  of  these  great  oljeots  wta, 
however,  to  be  accomplished  in  a  manner  com- 

fiatible  with  a  jealous  protection  of  the  political 
iberties,  a  fall  security  of  the  civil  rights,  an 
anxious  solicitude  for  the  convenience,  and  an 
ardent  desire  for  the  social  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  the  whole  American  people.  Hence, 
while  a  bank  was  selected  as  the  means  for 
effectuating  the  derired  purposes^  the  act  of  its 
incorporatwn,  Its  charter,  was  loaded  witii  mul- 
tiplied, effioaeious,  and  insurmountable  restrio- 
tious  uid  Umitations ;  the  supervisory  interpo- 
sition of  the  Govermnent  was  established; 
summary  proceedii^  were  pre-ordained  for 
investigation  and  Judicial  trial;  and  the  highest 
penalties  prescribed  for  infractiona  of  the  oliar^ 
ter.  Every  necessary  mode  of  reaching  ih» 
corporation,  either  to  correct  its  abuses,  to  con- 
trol its  tendencies,  or  to  punish  its  illegal  acts, 
was  carefully  chalked  out  in  advance,  ami  held 
within  the  power  of  national  I^islation.  He 
(Mr.  D.)  would  not  enter  upon  a  detuled  re- 
view of  the  provirions  of  the  charter ;  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  pecnde  are  alike  well  informed  of 
them  all;  and  be  would  only  add,  that  the 
committee  believed  no  more  perfect  mode  of 
aehieviog,  and  of  still  preserving,  now  that  th«y 
are  achieved,  the  great  national  objects  to 
which  he  had  rafeiTBd,  can  be  devised,  than 
the  one  delineated  in  that  instrument. 

Nor  oonld  the  committee  be  insensible,  not 
merely  to  the  inutility,  but  to  the  positively 
disastrous  consequenocEL  to  tiie  people,  and  to 
their  Government,  of  substituting,  for  the  pres- 
ent, another  Bank  of  the  United  States;  of 
compelling  this  to  dose  its  enormous  business, 
or  to  transfer  it  to  other  hands ;  vt  leaving  the 
immense  interests  of  the  indnsmous,  entei^iris- 
ing,  and  prosperous  pe(^le  of  our  country,  to 
the  extent  ot  more  thazk  a  hundred  millions  ot 
dollu^  to  be  rapidly,  if  not  suddenly,  shifted  in 
arrangement,  responahiUty,  and  connection ;  or 
of  agua  committing  the  monetary  system  of 
the  entire  confederacy  to  the  charge  of  local 
and  detached  and  conflicting  State  institutions, 
over  which  no  control  whatever  could  be  ex- 
ercised. Such  an  unnecessary,  Involnntary, 
forced  diversion  of  the  great  streams  of  com- 
mercial and  moneyed  operations  could  not  be 
effected  without  incalculable  and  incurable  in- 
jury to  every  class,  and  especially  to  the  labo- 
rious, and  moat  worthy,  and  most  useful  class, 
and  without  saorificing  many  (tf  the  great  pur- 
poses of  Government  for  which  the  oonstitation 
was  formed.  Whovfcwe,  indeed,  diould  such 
an  experiment  he  made  t  The  practical  <^pera* 
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Horn  tbe  existing  bank,  imdOT  tti  now  map 
tnred  tystem,  have  attained  every  desired  ob- 
ject, Tbe  cnrrenoy  is  uniform,  and  represent- 
ing a  metallic  bads;  it  is  better  for  all  pniiDosee 
than  gold  or  silver.  The  collection  and  dUtri- 
boUon  of  the  nation's  revenae  are  geatlj,  safelj, 
and  saUsfiictorily  effected.  Facilities  of  every 
description  had  beer,  experienced  in  the  finan- 
cial movements  of  the  Government.  Salatary 
checks  end  remedies  had  been  applied  to  the 
irregularities  and  flactnations  of  foreign  and 
domesUo  exchanges.  And  in  all  parts  of  tbe 
oonntry,  particnUrly  in  the  progressive  and 
enterprising  regions  of  the  west,  o^iital  and 
aoeommodiUion,  at  all  times  and  withont  stint, 
had,  in  a  manner  alike  salutary  and  jndiciona, 
been  accorded  to  the  people.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  tow  exceptions  to  the  gen«-^ 
good  conduct  of  tbe  officers  and  agents  of  the 
bank — officers  and  agents  necessarily  fu  distant 
from  tbe  seat  of  direction  at  Fbiladelpbia ; 
however  occasionally  an  incident  may  have 
occurred,  exceptionable  or  equivocal  in  its 
character,  at  one  extremity  or  another  of  this 
organization,  necessarily  as  expanded  as  our 
territory ;  stiU,  all  men  of  bnsiness  must  come 
to  tbe  oonclouon  that,  on  tbe  whole,  it  bad 
worked  well;  it  had  produced  more  benefit 
than  ibttf  by  whom  it  was  originally  ft'amed 
bad  anti<^ated,  and  it  had  prodaoed  less  in- 
jnry,  if^  indeed,  it  can  justly  be  chargeable  with 
any,  than  was  feared  by  those  who  opposed  ita 
establishment.  To  speak  of  it  in  terms  of  un- 
qualified panegyrio,  he  (Mr.  D.)  was  not  pre- 
pared ;  but  oert^ly  it  would  be  extravagant 
to  expect  more  to  be  accomplished,  and  to  be 
aooomplished  in  a  Iwtter  manner,  by  an  insti- 
tution so  complicated,  so  cumbersome  in  size, 
so  detached  in  parts,  and  of  course  liable,  like 
all  other  bnman  agendea,  to  be  more  or  less 
affected  by  the  frwuee,  the  follf ea,  or  the  paa- 
sions  of  the  human  beings  who  compose  or  im- 
pel it. 

ItttraUonally  avoldhig  any  antidpation  of 
the  objections  which  may  be  made  to  tbe  pas- 
sage of  the  bilL  Mr.  D.  eraiflned  himself  to  this 
general  view  of  the  reasons  which  influenced 
the  committee  in  reporting  the  re-enactment  of 
the  charter.  Should  the  discussion  make  it 
necessary  hereafter,  he  felt  assured  that  every 
difficulty  may  be  briefly  and  frankly  sur- 
mounted. 

He  hod  now  s^d  all  that  be  deemed  it  ma- 
terial or  proper  to  say  at  this  opening  stage  of 
the  discusuon  on  tiie  bill.  He  was  oonadous 
that  much  might  be  added :  but  he  was  not 
desirous  to  anticipate  objections,  and  would  re- 
frain from  farther  treepassing  on  the  attention 
of  the  Senate,  nntil  a  sense  of  duty  oompelled 
him  to  it. 

Mr.  Bbnton  then  inquired  if  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  urge  on  the 
discussion,  before  the  documents  ordmd  to  be 
printed  were  liud  on  the  tables. 

Mr.  Dallas  disclaimed  any  such  intention. 
He  though  it  probable  that,  if  the  Senate  were 


now  to  a^oum,  the  reports  and  docDmsnts 
might  be  nimished  by  the  time  the  Smate 
would  meet  to*morrow.  He  had  expected  tlnst 
tbe  dooomeots  would  have  been  printed  before 
this  day,  when  he  gave  notioe  of  his  intentitm 
to  call  up  the  hill.  He  was  not  disposed  to 
urge  tbe  discussion  any  fhrthar,  until  tbe  whcds 
of  the  information  was  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WsBSTKB  sud  that  no  one  wished  to  con- 
tinue the  discussion  until  all  the  li|^ts  which 
could  be  shed  on  the  subject  were  obtained. 
Bat  be  might  not  be  diroMed  to  wait  until  lU 
the  documents  ordered  or  the  other  Hoass 
oould  be  printed.  These  docnmentw  were  not 
onder  tbe  oontrol  (tf  the  Senate.  They  had 
resched  a  late  period  of  tbe  sesrim.  Tbe  v(rioe 
of  the  ooQUby,  if  it  demands  any  thing;  de- 
mands legislative  action  on  this  suUecL  Two 
or  three  weeks  ago  the  House  ordered  ^ese 
documents  to  be  printed,  and  he  had  been  daily 
expecting  them.  The  different  reports  had 
been  published  in  the  new^apers :  and  he  was 
desirons  to  see  the  documents  on  which  these 
reports  were  grounded,  but  he  was  not  disposed 
to  wait  very  long.  It  would  be  recollected 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Honse 
was  hostile  to  the  institution.  They  mif^t  not 
therefore  see  tike  importance  at  expediting  the 
printing,  as  the  other  ride  did.  At  any  rate,  it 
was  not  a  subject  over  which  the  Senate  had 
any  control.  Be  hoped  the  papers  nudit  be 
expected  without  any  fbrther  waj.  He  was 
not  willing  to  push  the  disonsrion  against  the 
inclinations  of  Senators,  but  he  was  unwilling 
to  put  off  the  discoBsion  too  far.  He  was  will- 
ing to  go  into  executive  business  this  afternoon, 
to  give  time  for  the  documents  to  be  furnished. 
But  he  could  not  consent  to  put  this  qnestim 
aside.  It  was  late  in  *the  session ;  they  had 
reached  the  usual  period  of  adjournment.  A 
Itmg  notioe  had  been  given,  and  he  was  anxions 
that  the  disonsdon  should  now  proceed,  wUbr 
out  tntenropticRi,  until  its  tennination. 

Mr.  ObuxTdt  he  entirdy  oMunnred  widk 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  as  to  tbe  im- 

Eortanoe  of  going  on  with  this  discusnoo :  and 
e  hoped  the  Sniate  would  go  into  exeeotive 
bnsiness  nntU  the  docnmenta  dionld  be  fltr^ 
nished* 


Teubsoat,  May  S4. 

A  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Vr.  Bob- 
bins,  referring  it  to  the  Oommittee  mi  the  li- 
brary to  inquire  into  the  expedienoy  erecting 
an  equestrian  statue  of  Wadilnstni,  execnted 
hi  bronae,  in  the  square  east  of  tiae  cqtitol,  wss 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 


FanjAT,  May  S6. 

BaUimore  and  Ohio  Mailnad~^3abtonptiM  tc 
Stock. 

Mr.  Ohahbebs  moved  that  tbe  Senate  take 
up  Uie  bill  to  aathorize  a  anbaoription  to  the 


BalUmon  md  OAm  Railroad   SiOter^tim  to  Stock. 
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stock  of  the  BalUmore  aod  Ohio  Rulroad,  and 
aaked  for  the  ^eaa  and  najs,  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  reanlt  was  as 
follows : 

Yua.— Hessn.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton, 
DftUss,  Swing,  Hendricka,  Holmes,  Johnston, 
Knight,  Nsudain,  Robbhis,  Boggles,  Klsbee,  Smith, 
^rmgue,  White,  WiUdns— 18. 

Nats. — Hessra.  Bentoo,  Brown,  Foot,  Felioghay- 
MO,  Grondy,  Hayne,  Hill,  King,  Mangum,  Itarcy, 
UiUer,  tfoore,  Foindexter,  Prentiss,  BoUoson,  Sey- 
moor,  Tiptmi,  TomUnson,  Tronp^  Waggamaiif 
White— SI. 

BaTih  o/  the  United  States — Recharter. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  continue  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Ur.  Webstbb  said:  A  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  active  part  of  life  has  elapsed, 
since  jou  and  I,  Kr.  President,  (Mr.  Cal- 
HboH,)  and  three  or  four  other  gentlemen  now 
in  the  Senate,  acted  cor  respective  parts  in  the 
pasaace  of  the  bill  creating  the  present  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  We  hare  li^  to  little  pur- 
pose, as  public  men,  if  the  experience  of  this 
period  has  not  enlightened  our  judgments,  and 
enabled  us  to  revise  our  opinions ;  and  to  cor- 
rect any  errors  into  which  we  may  have  fallen, 
if  such  errors  there  were,  either  in  regard  to 
the  general  utility  of  a  national  bank,  or  the 
details  of  its  constitntion.  I  trust  it  will  not' 
be  unbecoming  the  occasion.  If  I  allude  to  your 
own  important  agency  in  that  transaction.  The 
hill  incorporating  the  bank,  and  giving  it  a 
constitntion,  proceeded  from  a  Committee  of 
the  Hoose  of  Bepresentalivea,  of  wtuch  you 
were  oh^rman,  and  was  conducted  tiirongh 
thrt  Honse  under  your  distinguished  lead. 
Having  recently  looked  back  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  d4y,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say 
thiit  I  have  perused  the  speech  by  which  the 
subject  was  introduced  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  with  a  revival  of  the  feeling 
of  approbation  and  pleasnre  with  which  I 
heard  it;  and  I  wiU  add,  that  it  would  not, 
perhaps,  now,  be- easy  to  find  a  better  brief  sy- 
nopsla  of  those  principles  of  onrrenoy  and  of 
banking,  which,  since  they  spring  from  the  na- 
ture of  money  uid  of  commerce,  must  be  essen- 
tially the  8am&  at  all  times,  in  aU  commercial 
communities,  than  that  apeech  contains.  The 
other  gentiemen  now  with  ns  in  the  Senate,  aU 
of  them,  I  believe,  concurred  with  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  and  voted  for  the  hill. 
My  ovn  vote  was  against  it.  This  is  a  matter 
of  Mttle  importanoe;  hnt  it  is  connected  with 
other  (nroumstances,  to  which  I  will,  for  a  mo- 
ment, advert.  The  gentlemen  with  whom  I 
acted  on  that  occasion,  had  no  doubts  of  the 
constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  establish  a 
nati6nal  bank ;  nor  had  we  any  doubts  Of  the 
general  utility  of  an  institution  of  that  kind. 
We  had,  indeed,  most  of  us,  voted  for  a  hank, 
at  a  prececUng  seasion.  But  the  object  of  our 
regard  was  not  whatever  nught  be  called  a 
bank.  We  required  that  it  ahoold  be  eetablish- 


[Sbmais. 

ed  on  certain  principles,  which  alone  we  deem- 
ed safe  and  useful,  made  subject  to  certain  fixed 
liabilities,  and  so  guarded  that  it  could  neither 
move  volnntarily,  nor  be  moved  by  others 
out  of  its  proper  sphere  of  action.  The  bill, 
when  first  introduced,  oontuned  features,  to 
which  we  should  never  have  assented,  and  we 
set  onrselves  acoordingly  to  wmrk  with  a  good 
deal  of  zeal,  in  order  to  effect  aandrr  amend- 
ments. In  some  of  those  proposed  amead- 
ments  the  chairman,  and  those  who  acted  with 
him,  finally  concurred.  Others  they  opposed. 
The  result  was,  that  several  most  important 
amendments,  as  I  thought,  prevuled.  But 
there  still  remuned,  in  my  opinion,  ohjectJons 
to  the  bill,  which  justified  a  persevering  oppo- 
sition till  they  should  be  removed. 

The  infiaenoe  of  the  bank,  Mr.  President,  on 
the  interests  of  the  Qoremment,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people,  may  be  considered  in  sev- 
eral points  of  view.  It  may  be  regarded  as  it 
aflbcts  the  onrrency  of  the  coontrj;  as  it 
a&cts  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the 
pnblic  revenne ;  as  it  respects  foreign  exchanges ; 
as  it  respeota  domeetio  exchanges;  and  as  it 
affects,  either  generally  or  locally,  tljie  agricul- 
ture, commerce,  or  mannfaotnres  of  .  the  Union. 

First,  as  to  the  currency  of  the  country.  This 
is,  at  all  times,  a  most  important  politick  object. 
A  sound  currency  is  an  essential  and  indispensa- 
ble security  for  Uie  fruits  of  industry  and  honest 
enterprise.  Every  man  of  property  or  indus- 
try, every  man  who  desires  to  preserve  what  he 
honestly  possesses,  or  to  obtain  what  he  can 
honestly  earn,  has  a  direct  interest  in  mainttun- 
ing  a  sa£s  oircalating  nwdinm ;  suidi  a  medium 
as  shall  he  a  real  and  substantial  representative 
of  property,  not  liable  to  vibrate  with  opin- 
ions, not  subject  to  be  blown  up  or  blown 
down  by  the  breath  of  specidation,  but  mode 
stable  and  secure,  by  its  immediate  relation  to 
that  which  the  whole  world  regards  as  of  per- 
manent value.  A  disordered  currency  is  one 
of  the  greatest  of  political  evils.  It  under- 
mines the  virtues  necessary  for  the  support  of 
the  social  system,  and  encourages  propensities 
destructive  of  its  happiness.  It  wars  against 
indnatry,  frugality,  and  economy ;  and  it  fos- 
ters the  evil  spirits  of  extravagance  and  specu- 
lation. Of  all  the  contrivanoes  for  cheating 
the  laboring  classes  of  maoklDd,  none  baa  been 
more  effeotnal  than  that  which  deludes  th«n 
with  paper  money.  This  is  the  most  effectual 
of  inventions  to  fertilize  the  rich  man's  field, 
hy  the  sweat  of  the  poor  man's  brow.  Ordi- 
nary tyranny,  oppression,  excessive  taxation, 
these  bear  lightly  on  the  happiness  of  the  mass 
of  the  community,  compared  with  fraudulent 
currencies,  and  the  robl}eries  committed  by  de- 
preciated paper.  Our  own  history  has  record- 
.ed  for  our  instruction  enough,  and  more  than 
enough,  of  the  demoralizing  tendency,  the  in- 
justice, and  the  intolerable  oppression  on  the 
virtuous  and  well-disposed,  of  a  degraded  pf^>er 
:  currency,  authorized  hy  law,  or  any  way  coon- 
tenanoed  by  GoTemmeot, 
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We  oU  know,  air,  that  the  establishment  of  a 
Boond  and  nniform  currency  was  one  of  the 
great  enda  contemplated  in  the  adoption  of  the 
present  constitation.  If  we  coold  now  fblly 
explore  all  the  motives  of  those  who  framed, 
and  those  who  supported  it,  perhaps  we  shonld 
hardl/  find  a  more  powerful  one  than  this. 
The  ot^ect,  indeed,  is  snflBdently  promioent  on 
the  ftce  of  the  oonsUtution  itaell  It  cannot 
wen  be  questioned  that  it  was  intended  hj  that 
oonstitution  to  submit  the  whole  sabjeot  of  the 
rftrrmej  of  the  country,  all  that  regards  the 
Mtnal  medium  of  payment  and  exchange, 
whatever  that  should  be,  to  the  control  and 
legislation  of  Congress.  Congress  can  alone 
coin  money ;  Congress  can  alone  fix  the  valne 
of  foreign  coins.  Ko  State  can  coin  money ; 
no  Stato  can  fix  the  value  of  foreign  coins ;  no 
State  (nor  even  Congress  itself)  can  make  any 
thing  a  tender  but  gold  and  silver,  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debtfl ;  no  State  can  emit  bills  of  credit. 
The  exclusive  power  of  regulating  the  metallic 
currency  of  the  country  would  seem  necessa- 
rily to  imply,  or,  more  properly,  to  include,  as 
put  of  itseU;  a  power  to  decide  how  far  that 
currency  should  be  exclusive,  how  far  any  sub- 
stitute should  interfere  with  it,  and  what  that 
substitute  sh  )u]d  be.  The  generality  and  ex- 
tent of  the  power  granted  to  Congress,  and  the 
clear  and  w^ll-d^ned  prohibitions  on  the 
States,  leave  little  doubt  of  an  intent  to  rescue 
the  whole  sntnect  of  currency  from  the  hands 
of  local  legislation,  and  to  confer  it  on  the 
General  Government.  But,  notwithstanding 
this  wparent  purpose  in  the  constitution,  the 
truth  la,  that  the  currency  of  the  country  is 
now,  to  8  very  great  extent,  practically  and 
effeotnaUj  under  the  control  of  the  several 
State  Governments;  if  it  be  not  more* correct 
to  say  that  it  Is  under  the  control  of  the  banking 
institutions  created  by  the  States:  for  the 
States  seem  first  to  have  taken  possession  of 
thepower,  and  then  to  have  delef^ated  it. 

Whether  the  States  can  constitutionally  ex- 
ercise this  power,  or  delegate  it  to  others,  is  a 
point  which  I  do  not  intend,  at  present,  either 
to  concede  or  to  argue.  It  is  much  to  be  hoped 
that  no  controversy  on  the  point  may  ever  oe- 
come  necessarj.  But  it  is  a  matter  highly  de- 
serving of  coDUderation,  that,  although  clothed 
by  the  ccmsUtutioD  with  exclusive  power  over 
the  nnetallio  ourreuey,  Congress,  unless  throagh 
the  agency  of  a  bank  estaUiahed  by  Its  author- 
ity, has  no  control  whatever  orer  ^at-  which, 
in  the  character  of  a  mere  representaUve  of 
the  metallio  currency,  fills  up  almost  aU  the 
channels  of  pecuniary  circulation. 

In  the  absence  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  State  banks  become  efi'ectnally  the 
regulators  of  the  public  currency.  Their  num- 
bers, their  capital,  and  the  interests  connected 
with  them,  ^ve  them,  in  that  state  of  things, 
a  power  which  nothing  is  competent  to  con- 
trol. We  saw,  therrfore^  when  the  hd»  war 
broke  out,  and  when  tnare  was  no  national 
bank  in  being,  that  the  State  institntlona,  of 
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their  own  anthori^,  and  by  an  understanding 
among  themselves,  under  the  gentle  phrase 
suspending  specie  payments  everywhw  south 
of  !New  England,  refused  payment  of  theii 
notes.  They  were  not  called  to  answer  tor  this 
violation  of  their  charters,  as  far  as  I  remem- 
ber, in  any  one  State.  They  |deaded  the 
ur^cy  of  the  occasion,  and  tiie  paUio  dis- 
tresses ;  and  in  this  apology  the  Sttte  Qoveni- 
ments  acquiesced.  Cangress,  at  the  same  tme, 
found  itself  in  an  awkward  predicament.  It 
held  the  whole  power  over  coins.  No  State, 
or  State  instituUon,  could  give  circulation  toaa 
ounce  of  gold  or  of  silver,  not  sanctiimed  by 
Congress.  Tet  all  the  State8,-and  a  faundrea 
State  institnttcHiB,  claimed  and  exercised  the 
right  of  driving  coin  out  of  circulation  by  the 
introduction  of  their  own  paper ;  and  then  (A 
depreciating  and  degrading  that  paper,  by  re- 
fusing to  redeem  it.  As  they  were  not  institu- 
tions created  by  this  Government,  thcgr  wen 
not  snswersUe  to  It  Congress  could  not  call 
them  to  aooount,  and,  If  it  oonld,  Congress  had 
no  bank  of  its  own,  whose  dnmlatwD  oonld 
supply  the  wants  of  the  oommuni^.  Coin, 
the  substantial  constituent,  was,  and  waa  ad- 
mitted to  be,  sabjeot  only  to  the  contrd  ot 
Congress ;  but  piq>er,  assuming  to  be  a  npn^ 
sentative  of  this  constituent,  was  taking  great 
liberties  with  it,  at  the  same  time  that  it  was 
no  way  amenable  to  its  constitutional  guardian. 
This  suspension  of  specie  payments  was  of 
course  immediately  followed  by  great  deprecia- 
tion of  the  paper.  It  shortly  feU  so  low,  that 
a  bill  on  Boston  could  not  be  purchased  at 
Washington  under  an  advanoe  of  from  twioity 
to  twenty-five  per  cent.  I  do  not  mean  to  re- 
flect on  the  proceedings  of  the  8t»t»  baok^ 
Perhaps  their  best  justification  Is  to  be  found  in 
the  readiness  with  which  Oovemmoit  itself 
borrowed  of  them  their  paper,  depreciated  as 
it  was ;  but  it  certMnly  becomes  us  to  regard, 
attentively,  this  part  of  our  .experience,  and  to 
guard,  as  far  as  we  can,  agtdnst  similar  occnr- 
rences. 

I  am  of  opinion,  rir,  that  a  well-conducted 
national  bank  has  an  exceedingly  useftil  and 
efiSMtlve  operation  on  the  general  paper  circa- 
latiou  of  the  oonntiy.  I  tmnk  its  tendeucy  is 
manifestly  to  restr^n,  witlun  some  bounds,  Uw 
p^r  issues  of  other  inititati<»u.  If  it  he 
said,  on  the  other  hand,  that  these  institntioiiB 
in  torn  hold  in  diei^  the  issues  of  the  oatiuial 
bank,s80  much  the  better.  Let  that  check  go 
to  its  full  extent.  An  OTW-iasae  by  the  bank 
itaelf,  no  one  can  desire.  But  it  is  plain  that, 
by  holding  the  State  institutions,  whidi  come 
into  immediate  contact  wi^  itself  and  its 
branches,  to  an  accountability  for  their  issues, 
not  yearly  or  quarterly,  but  daily  and  hourly, 
an  important  restrunt  is  exercised.  Be  it  re- 
memlMred,  always,  that  what  it  is  to  expect 
from  others,  it  is  to  perfonn  itself;  and  tb^  its 
own  p^ier  is  at  all  tiinea  to  turn  into  cfAn  by 
the  first  touch     its  own  counter. 

But,  Ur.  F»ddent,  so  important  ia  this  nly 
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Jeet,  that  I  think  that,  fiir  from  diniiniBhiDg, 
we  oa^t  rathor  to  increase  and  mnltiply  oar 
seourities ;  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that, 
even  with  the  conlinnanoe  of  th6  charter, 
and  noder  its  Tisest  administration,  I  regard 
tiitf  state  of  oar  currency  as  entirely  safe.  It 
is  evident  to  me  that  the  general  paper  circnia- 
tioD  has  been  extended  too  far  for  the  specie 
basis  on  which  it  rests.  Oar  system,  as  a  sys- 
tem, dispenses  too  far,  in  my  judgment,  with  the 
use  of  gold  and  silrer.  Having  learned  the  nse  of 
paper  as  a  substitnte  for  specie,  we  nse  the  sub- 
stitute, I  fear,  too  ft^ly.  It  is  true  that  our 
(drcnla^ing  paper  is  all  redeemable  in  gold  and 
rflver.  Legally  speaking,  it  is  all  convertible 
into  specie  at  the  wi&  of  the  holder.  Bnt  a 
mere  l^al  convertibility  is  sot  soffident.  There 
mnst  be  an  actnal,  practioal,  never-oeaidng  con- 
vertibility. This,  I  think,  Is  not,  at  present, 
snfflcientJy  secnred ;  and,  as  it  is  a  matter  of 
higA  interest,  it  well  deserves  the  serioas  coif- 
sideratton  of  the  Senate.  The  paper  circnla- 
tion  of  the  country  is,  at  this  time,  probably 
seventy-flvfe  or  eighty  nMllions  of  dollars.  Of 
q>ecie,  we  may  have  l^enty  or  twenty-two 
millions:  and  this,  principally,  in  masses  in 
the  vaults  of  the  banks.  Now,  sir,  this  is  a 
state  of  things  'which,  in  my,  judgment,  leads 
oonstaatly  to  overtraains,  and  to  the  conse- 
quent excesses  and  revnlnotts  ^hich  so  oftra 
dtetorb  the  regular  noijrse  of  commercial  affidrs. 
A  circulation,  consisting  In  so  great  a  d^ree  of 
paper,  is  easily  expended,  to  furnish  temporary 
capital  to  snch  as  wish  to  adventure  on  new 
enterprises  in  trade ;  and  the  collection  in  the 
banks  of  most  of  what  specie  there  is  in  the 
conntry  affords  all  possible  facility  for  Its  ex- 
portation. Hence,  overtrading  does  frequently 
oecnr,  and  is  always  followed  by  an  inconven- 
ient, sometimes  by  a  dangerous,  reduction  of 
specie.  It  is  in  vain  that  we  look  to  the  pm- 
oence  of  banks  fw  an  effectual  security  agunst 
overtrading.  The  directors  of  snch  institutions 
will  gemenOy  go  to  tiie  lengUi  of  their  means 
in  cawing  good  notes,  and  leave  the  borrower 
to  Judge  for  himself  of  the  nsefhl  employment 
of  bis  money.  Nor.  would  a  competent  secm-- 
ity  against  overtrading  be  always  obtfdned,  if 
the  banks  were  to  confine  their  discounts, 
sMotly,  to  business  paper,  so  denominated ; 
that'  is,  to  notes  and  bills  which  represent  real 
transactions,  having  been  dven  and  received 
on  the  actual  pm^ase  and  sale  of  merchan- 
dise, beoaose  these  transactions  themsllves  may 
be  too  &r  extended.  In  other  words,  more 
may  be  bonght  than  the  wants  of  the  commu- 
nity requbre,  on  a  speculative  calculation  of 
fatnre  priceSM  Men  natnraUy  have  a  good 
opinioQ  of  th^r  own  sagadty.  He  who  be- 
lieves merchandise  is  about  to  rise  ih  price,  will 
buy  merchandisejif  he  possesses  money,  or  can 
obtain  credit.  The  fact  of  actual  purchase, 
therefore,  is  not  proof  of  a  really  snbsisting 
want ;  and  of  course  the  amonnt  of  all  pur- 
chases does  not  correspond  always  with  the 
entire  wants  or  necessities  ai  the  commonity. 
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Too  fVequently  It  vei7  much  exceeds  that  meas- 
ure. If,  then,  the  duoretion  of  the  banks,  ex- 
ercised in  deciding  the  amoont  of  their  ^s- 
eonnts,  is  not  a  proper  security  agdnst  over- 
trading; if  facility  in  obtaining  rank  credits 
oatanuly  fosters  tiiat  spirit ;  if  the  desire  of 
gtun  and  love  of  enterprise'  constantly  cherish 
it ;  and  if  it  finds  specie  collected  in  the  banks 
inciting  exportation,  what  is  the  remedy  suited 
and  adequate  to  the  case !  Kow,  I  think,  sir, 
that  a  closer  inquiry  into  the  direct  source  of 
the  evil  will  suggest  the  remedy.  Why  have 
we  so  small  an  amount  of  specie  in  cinsulation  I 
Oertidnly  the  only  reason  is,  because  we  do  not 
require  more,  we  have  bnt  to  ksk  its  pres- 
ence, and  it  would  return.  But  we  volnntari^' 
banish  it  by  the  great  amount  of  small  bank 
notos.  In  most  of  the  States  the  banks  issne 
notes  of  all  low  denominations,  down  even  to 
a  single  dollar.  How  is  it  possible,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  retain  specie  in  drculationf 
All  experience  shows  it  to  be  inipossible.  The 
paper  will  take  the  place  of  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver. When  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  year  ITST,  pro- 
posed in  Parliament  to  authorize  the  Bank  of' 
England  to  issne  one  pound  notes,  Mr.  Burke 
lay  sick  at  Bath  of  an  illness  from  which  he 
uever  recovfirpd :  and  he  is  said  to  hare  writ- 
ten to  the  lato  Mr.  Oanning,  "Tell  Mr.  PitL 
that  if  he  consents  to  tihe  issuing  of  one  pound 
notes,  he  must  never  expect  to  see  a  guinea 
again." 

The  (me  pound  notes  were  issued,  and  the 
guineas  disappeared.  A  similar  cause  is  pro- 
ducing now  a  precisely  similar  efiect  with  ns. 
Small  notes  have  expelled  dollars  and  half  dol- 
lars from  circulation  in  all  the  States  in  which 
such  notes  are  issued.  On  the  other  hand,  dol- 
lars and  half  dollars  abound  in  those  States 
which  have  adopted  a  wiser  and  safer  ^oli<7. 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Mairland,  Louisiana, 
and  some  other  States,  I  ttdnk  seven  in  all,  do 
not  allow  their  banks  to  issne  notes  under  five 
dollars.  Everj  traveller  notices  the  difference 
when  he  passes  from  one  of  these  l^stes  into 
those  where  small  notes  are  allowed.  *  The  evil, 
then,  is  the  issuing  of  small  notes  by  Stato 
banks.  Of  these  notes,  that  is  to  say,  of  notes 
under  five  dollars,  the  amount  now  in  circula- 
tion is  doubtless  eight  or  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Can  these  notos  be  withdrawn  f  If  they 
can,  their  place  will  be  Immediately  supplied 
by  a  specie  circulation  of  equal  amount  The 
object  is  a  great  one,  as  it  is  connected  with 
the  safety  and  stability  of  the  currency,  and 
may  well  Justify  a  serions  reflection  on  the 
means  of  aooompUshing  it.  May  not  Ocaigreas 
and  the  State  Governments,  acting,  not  umted- 
ly,  bnt  severally  to  the  same  end,  eo^y  and 
qnletiy  attiun  it  f  I  think  they  may.  It  is  but 
tor  other  States  to  follow  the  good  example  of 
those  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  the  work  is 
done.  As  an  inducement  to  the  States  to  do 
tills,  I  propose,  in  the  present  bill,  to  reserve 
to  Congress  a  power  of  withdrawing  from  cir- 
culation a  pTOtty  large  part  of  the  Issnes  ot  the 
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Bank  of  the  United  Statea.  I  propose  this,  bo 
that  the  State  baoks  maj  withdraw  tiidr  small 
note^  and  find  their  oompenpation  in  a  larger 
mroolation  of  those  of  a  hij^er  denomination. 
Mj  propoeiti<Hi  will  be,  thi^  at  any  time  after 
the  expiration  of  the  eiisting  charter  of  the 
bank,  that  la,  after  1886,  Congress  maj,  if  it 
see  fit,  reetrain  the  bank  from  issuing  for  oircn- 
latioQ  notes  or  bills  under  a  iriven  sam — say 
ten  or  twenty  dollars.  Tlus  wUl  dimini^  the 
dronlation,  and  oonseqneatljr  the  profits,  of  the 
bank ;  bat  it  ia  of  less  importance  to  make  tiie 
bank  a  highly  profitable  iastitation  to  the 
ctookholders,  Uian  that  it  ^onld  be  safe  and 
nsefol  to  the  oommonity.  It  ought  not,  cer- 
tainly, to  be  restrained  from  the  eqjoyment  of 
lil  the  fair  .advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
diaoreet  nie  of  its  capital  in  banking  transac- 
ticou ;  but  the  leading  object,  after  all,  in  it» 
oontinuanoe,  is,  and  onght  to  be,  not  private 
oncdumeut,  bat  pnbllo  benefit 

Ueaaorea,  therefore,  snch  as  I  bave  alluded 
to,  would  be  likely,  I  fear,  rather  to  aggrarate, 
than  to  remedy  the  evil.  We  murt  hope  that 
all  notes  under  five  dollars  may  be  entirely 
withdrawn  from  turonlation,  by  tike  consent  of 
tluB  States  and  the  State  banks ;  and  when  that 
shall  be  done,  their  place  will  be  immediately 
anpplied  with  i^>eoie.  We  should  then  receive 
an  aocession  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  at  least, : 
to  our  specie  circulation ;  and  those  ten  mil- 
lions will  find  their  place,  not  in  tiie  banks,  not 
collected  anywhore  in  la^  masaee,  bat  in  con- 
itant  use,  among  all  classes  and  in  houriy 
transfer  feom  hand  to  hand.  It  cannot  be  m- 
nled  that  sneh  an  addition  wonld  give  great 
atreogtb  to  our  pecuniary  system,  discourage 
excessive  exportation  of  specie,  and  tend  to  re- 
atrain  and  correct  the  evils  of  overtrading. 
England  haa  applied  the  like  remedy  to  a  simi- 
lar evil,  though  she  has  carried  the  restriction 
much  higher,  and  allowed  the  circulation  of  no 
notes  for  less  sums  than  five  pounds  sterling. 

I  have  thought  this  subject,  Hr.  President,  of 
80  much  importance,  as  that  it  was  fit  to  present 
It,  at  this  time,  to  the  oonuderation  of  the  Sen- 
ate. IpropoBetodonomoreatiumentttjhanto 
insert  mush  a  provision  aa  I  have  described  in 
this  bill.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  the  matter 
may  attract  the  attention  of  those  whose  agen- 
'QT  will  be  desired  to  aoconqdiah  the  general 
oqeot 


SATDBD1.T,  Haj  26. 

Sank  ^  the  United  Statet—BteharUr. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonalderation  of  the 
bill  to  modify  and  conUnne  the  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  anbsoribers  to  tiie  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  MooRB  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  an  additional  eeotion,  providing  that  it 
should  not  be  lawful  to  establish  a  branch  in 
any  State  without  the  aaseat  of  that  State; 
that  the  capital  of  anoh  branch  shall  be  anl^ect 
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to  taxation,  in  like  manner  with  that  of  tlift 
State  bank;  and  that,  if  the  bank  does  not  de- 
clare what  is  the  amount  of  suoh  capital,  it 
m«y  be  lawfal.£w  the  State  to  aasmne  any  par 
ticnlar  anm  as  the  amount  of  tlw  c^)itaL  Mr. 
M.  did  not  wish,  at  jweamt,  to  preaa  tiie  ttur 
sideration  of  this  amendnunt,  and  he  moved 
that  it  be  piloted. 

Hr.  Dallas  presumed  there  would  be  no  ob- 
jection to  tiie  motion  to  print,  provided  it  did 
not  delay  the  discoarion  of  the  biH 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WaBfrm  proceeded  to  aay  that  yeats- 
day  he  had  alluded  to  a  modification  contuned 
in  the  seventh  seotitm,  which  r^arded  the  bo- 
nus to  be  paid  by  toe  bank  for  it«  exelnsiTe  ' 
pHvilegea.  That  section  provided  that  the  bo- 
una  should  be  piUd  £a  three  annual  inetalineatB, 
of  $500,000  each.  He  would  move  that  it  ba 
amended,  so  that  the  bank  ihoald  pay,  \>j  vij 
ot  a  bonna,  an  anmiilT-  or  yeuly  ama  of 
$160,000,  each  and  evei7  year  daring  its  tenn 
of  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Mabot  iQqaire4  if  there  waaoot  a  pn^ 
osition  before  toe  committee,  from  a  \erj 
respectable  quarter,  tb  pay  a  bonna  of  Uirw 
milliona  of  dollars  for  the  charter  of  a  banl^ 

Mr.  WKBarsB  answered  that  there  was. 

Mr.  Bbhtom  ol>]ected  to  the  p^rmeot  of  ao; 
bonus  whatever,  and,  in  lieu  of  that  apecin  of 
compensation,  expressed  his  winion  that  the 
proper  compensation  for  the  Mnk,  provided 
thia  exolu^re  privily  waa  aold  to  tt,  wooM 
be  to  rednoe  the  rate  of  Interest  on  loans  and 
disconnta,  A  redaoti<m  of  interest  wonld  be 
felt  by  the  pewile ;  the  payment  of  a  hum 
would  not  be  felt  by  them.  It  would  come 
into  the  Treasury,  and  probably  be  laviabed 
immediately  on  some  scheme,  poaaib^  onon- 
atitutional  in  its  nature,  and  Hcotional  m  its  ap- 
plication. He  was  not  in  favor  of  any  adieme 
for  getting  money  Into  the  Treasury  at  preaeot 
The  difficulty  lay  the  other  way.  The  stmgglfl 
now  was  to  keep  money  out  of  the  Treasury ; 
to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  a  surpliu ;  ud 
the  reception  of  this  bcuoa  wonld  go  to  aggra- 
vate that  difBoaltr,  bv  increa^g  that  soTptoa. 
Kings  might  receive  bonnses  fbr  eeUin^  exdn- 
aive  privile|es  to  monopolizing  companies,  la 
that  case  hia  aubjeota  wonld  bear  the  loss,  and 
he  would  receive  the  prc^t ;  bat,  in  a  repnbli^ 
it  was  inoomprehensible  that  the  people  sboold 
sell  to  a  company  the  privileges  of  raofciiig 
money  oat  of  themsdves.  He  was  oppoeed  to 
the  grant  of  an  exolnsive  privilege;  be 
opp^ed  to  the  sale  of  privileges ;  but  if 
edj  or  sold,  he  waa  in  favor  of  receiving  U» 
pnoe  la  the  way  that  woold  be  most  ben^otl 
to  the  whole  body  of  the  people*;  and,  in  this 
case,  a  reducti<m  of  interest  would  beat  aceom- 
pliah  that  olfjeot.  A  bank,  which  had  the  ben- 
efit of  the  cre^t  and  revenue  <tf  the  United 
Statea  to  bank  upon,  could  well  afford  to  main 
loans  and  disconnta  for  less  than  six  per  cen- 
tum. Five  per  centum  would  be  high  interest 
foraochftbank;  and  ^  had^  douh^  if  time 
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was  allowed  for  the  ^ijdioatioii,  tbi^  applioa- 
tioQs  eQooxh  woald  be  made  to  take  the  ohar- 
ter  upon  t£ese  terms. 

Bemg  <Hi  his  feet,  Ur.  B.  said  he  Toald  again 
go  OQ  to  sobmit  some  reasons  why  the  qneBtion 
of  naieiriD^  the  bank  ohtrter  ahrald  not  be  de- 
cided u  this  timflL  He  not  oljeet  to  die* 
enusioD.  It  was  through  disooarion  that  the 
people  were  reached.  Congressional  debates 
excited  and  fixed  tiieir  attention,  often  imparted 
to  them  information,  and  aided  them  In  reflect- 
ing back  th^  wishes  aad  sentiments  upon  their 
representatives.  He  ^planded  the  President 
for  having  brought  this  anbjeet  before  the  Con- 
gress and  the  people,  in  bis  three  annual  Me»- 
Biges ;  he  was  well  satisfied  that  the  directors 
of  the  bank  had  moved  their  application  at  the 
fsesent  time :  he  had  no  objection  even  to  the 
present  diseassion,  except  that  It  detained  him 
from  his  famfly,  and  conanmed  time  which  he 
wUied  to  fflnploy  on  sntjects  oi  more  immedi- 
atB  and  pressing  importanoe  to  his  oonstitn- 
ents;  bnt  he  took  a  clear  and  broad  distinction 
betweoi  disonaricm  and  decidon :  and  as  dis- 
eoHBan  should  always  preoede  dedsion,  and 
ksve  as  much  time  for  consideration  afterwards 
as  possible,  he  was  opposed  to  decision  now. 
There  was  oertainly  no  necessity  for  it  Th| 
bank  eharter  had  four  years  y^  to  run,  ana 
two  years  after  that  to  continue  in  force  for 
winding  op  its  a&irs ;  in  all,  six  years  before 
the  diKolation  of  the  corporation ;  and  if-  be 
was  to  name  the  tme  ^propriate  time  for  Con- 
gress to  make  its  deeiMoo,  it  wonld  be  in  the 
two  years  wMch  intervened  beti^een  the  expi- 
ration of  the  charter  and  the  (UssdntioD  of  we 
oorporati(m;  and  this  would  remit  the  final 
dedikin  to  the  Congress  which  wotdd  At  be- 
tween 18M  and  1686.  The  ttocAliolders  had 
sot  applied  fbr  the  reoharter  at  this  sesuon. 
Thwr  res(daCion,  adopted  in  triennial  meeting 
last  September,  autiiorized  tiie  president  and 
dhreotors  to  apply  at  any  time  before  the  next 
triennial  meeting,  which  wonld  be  in  Septem- 
ber, 18&4 ;  BO  that,  accorcUng  to  tiie  reeolntion 
of  tiie  etookholders,  tiiere  were  yet  two  ses- 
sions of  Congress  to  be  hdd  before  the  question 
need  be  decided. 

Many  reasrais  owose  the  final  action  of  Oou- 
cress  npoa  tids  soUeet  at  the  present  time, 
we  are  exhausted  with  the  tedium,  if  not  witii 
the  la3>ors  of  a  eix  months^  sessiou.  Our  hearts 
and  minds  most  be  at  home,  though  our  bodies 
are  here^  Uentally  and  bodily  we  are  unable 
to  give  the  attrition  and  consideration  to  this 

auestion,  which  the  magnitude  of  its  principles, 
le  extent  and  variety  of  its  details,  demand 
from  us.  Other  snl^ects  of  more  immediate 
and  presdng  interest  must  be  thrown  aside,  to 
make  way  for  it.  The  reduction  of  the  price 
of  the  public  lands,  for  which  the  new  States 
have  been  petitioning  for  so  many  years,  and 
the  modification  of  the  tariff  the  continuance 
of  which  seems  to  be  weakening  tiie  cemeut 
which  binds  tins  Union  together,  must  be  post- 
poned, and  posribly  lost  fiur  the  session,  if  we 


go  on  with  the  bank  question.  Why  has  the 
tariff  been  dropped  in  the  Senate  t  Every  one 
recollects  the  haste  with  which  that  Hul{Jeot. 
was  taken  np  in  this  chamber;  how  it  waa 
pushed  to  ft  certain  point;  and  how  suddenly 
and  gently  it  has  given  vaj  to  the'  bank  bill  I 
Is  there  any  nnion  of  interest-HU:?  coiduno- 
tion  of  fwces— any  comUned  dan  oi  aeaxok-' 
any  alliance,  offenuve  or  defemdve,  between 
the  United  States  Bank  and  the  American  as- 
tern t  Certainly  they  enter  the  fidd  together, 
on^  h^  tile  other  yonder,  fpomting  to  the 
House  of  Bepresentativea,)  and  leaving  a  clear 
stage  to  each  other,  they  press  at  once  upon 
boUi  wings,  and  announce  a  perfect  non-iiUer- 
ferenee^  if  not  mutual  aid,  in  the  double  victory 
which  IS  to  be  achieved.  Why  have  the  two 
bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manofiac- 
tures,  and  for  taklns  np  whidi  notices  have 
been  given,  why  are  mey  so  suddenly,  so  easily, 
BO  gentiy,  abandoned  t  Wh^  is  the  land  bill, 
reported  by  the  same  committee,  and  a  ^e^ge 

even  to  call  it  up  when  the  Committee  on  Puluio 
mds  bad  made  their  counter  report, also  suflfored 
to  sleep  on  the  table  1  The  counter  report  is 
made;  it  is  printed;  it  lies  on  every  table;  why 
not  ffo  on  with  tiie  lands,  when  the  settiement 
of  the  question  of  the  amount  of  revenue  to 
be  derived  from  that  source  precedes  the  tariff 
question,  and  must  be  settled  befijre  we  know 
how  much  revenue  should  be  raised  from  im- 
ports? 

An  unfinished  investigation  presented  an- 
other reason  for  dday  in  tiie  mial  action  of 
Congress  <m  tlds  sntjeot.  The  House  cf  Bep- 
resentativea had  appointad  a  committee  to  in- . 
vestigatetbea&irsoftbebank;  they  had  pro- 
ceeded to  tiie  lindt  of  the  time  allotted  them ; 
had  reported  adversely  to  the  bank,  and  espe- 
cially against  the  renewing  of  the  charter  at 
this  session ;  and  had  ni^ed  the  necessity  of  fur- 
ther examinations.  Would  the  Senate  proceed 
while  this  unfinished  investigation  waa  depend- 
ing in  the  House  f  Would  they  act  so  as  to 
limit  the  investigation  to  the  few  weeks  which 
were  allowed  the  committee,  when  we  have 
from  four  to  six  years  on  hand  in  whidi  to 
m,ake  it?  The  reports  of  this  committee,  to 
the  amount  of  some  18,000  copies,  had  been 
ordered  by  the  two  Hoiues  of  Congress,  to  be 
disbribnted  ainong  the  people.  For  what  pnr- 
posef  Certainly  that  the  pec^le  may  read 
them,  make  up  their  minds  upon  thdr  con- 
tents, and  communicate  their  sentiments  to 
their  representatives.  But  these  reports  are 
not  yet  distributed ;  they  are  not  yet  read  by 
the  people;  and  why  order  this  distribution 
without  wmting  for  its  effects,  when  there  is  so 
much  time  on  hand?  Why  treat  tiie  people 
with  this  mockery  of  a  pretended  consultation^ 
while  proceeding  to  act  before  th^y  can  read 
what  we  have  ordered  to  be  sent  to  them? 
Nay,  more,  the  very  docnments  upon  which 
the  reports  ue  founded  are  yet  onprintedl 
The  Soiate  is  aotaally  poshed  mto  this  diacns- 
i&iaaf  without  having  seen  tibfl  evidenoe  widsk 
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iras  collected  bj  the  tnTeatisating  committee, 
and  which  the  Senate  itself  has  ordtfed  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  its  members  I 

The  dedriou  of  this  question,  continued  Kr, 
B.,  does  not  belong  to  this  Congreas.  bat  to  Uie 
Oongrass  which  iriU  be  elected  under  the  new 
census  of  1880.  It  looked  to  him  like  nsnrpa- 
tioD  for  this  Oongrese  to  seize  npon  a  question 
<^  this  magnitude,  which  ^eed  not  be  decided 
until  the  new  and  ftill  representation  of  the 
people  comes  in,  and,  if  decided,  the  dedmon 
oS  which  is  irrevocable,  though  it  oaonot  tain 
effaot  until  1886,  that  is  to  say,  until  three 
years  after  the  new  and  fhll  representation 
would  be  in  power.  What  Congress  is  this  t 
It  is  the  apportionment  of  1820,  formed  on  a 
population  of  ten  millions  of  people.  It  is  just 
going  out  of  existence.  A  new  Oongress,  ap- 
portioned npon  a  representation  of  thirteen 
millions,  is  already  provided  for  by  law,  and 
after  the  4th  of  March  next — within  nine 
months  from  this  day — will  be'  .in  power^and 
entitdod  to  their  seats  where  we  now  sit.  That 
Congress  will  contain  ^irty  members  more 
Hum  the  present  IDUiona  of  pet^e  are  now 
nnrewesented,  who  viH  he  then  r^resented. 
The  WMt  alone  loses  tweu^  votes  t— in  the 
"West  aloneu  a  million  of  people  lose  their  voice 
in  the  decision  of  this  question  I  And  why  ? 
What  excose?  What  necessity?  What  plea 
for  this  sudden  haste  which  interrupts  an  no- 
finished  investigation,  sets  aside  the  immediate 
bnsiness  of  the  people,  and  usurps  the  rights  of 
our  successors  1  So  plea  in  the  world,  except 
that  a  gigantic  moneyed  Institntlon  rerases  to 
wait,  and  must  have  her  imperial  wishes  imme- 
diatedy  gratified.  If  charters  were  to  be  grant- 
ed, it  should  be  with  as  UtUe  invanon  of  the 
ri^ta  of  posterity— with  as  little  encroach- 
ment npon  Qm  privileges  of  our  soooeBsors^  as 
posdlde.  Onoe  in  ten  years,  and  that  at  the 
oommenoement  of  each  nill  iwreseiitBtitHi  un- 
der a  new  oeiuiu^  would  be  ttie  most  proper 
time. 

Hr.  B.  had  nothing  to  do  with  motives.  He 
neither  preferred  accusations,  nor  pronounced 
absolutions ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  shut  his 
eyes  upon  facts,  and  to  close  up  his  reason 
against  the  deduction  of  inevitable  inferences, 
llie  Presidential  election  was  at  hand — it 
would  come  on  in  four  months— and  here  was 
a  qnestion  which,  in  the  opinion  of  all,  most 
affect  that  dection— in  the  opinion  of  some) 
may  decide  it — which  ta  pressed  on  for  decision 
fimi  yean  before  it  is  neoessaiy  to  dedde  it, 
and  six  years  b^nv  it  onght  to  he  deraded. 
Why  this  sndden  pressure!  Is  it  to  throw  the 
bank  bill  into  the  hands  of  the  FWident,  to 
solv&  by  a  practical  reference,  the  disputed 
problem  of  the  Execntive  veto,  and  to  place 
the  President  under  a  cross  fire  from  the  oppO' 
site  banks  of  the  Potomac  lUver  t  He  (Hr.  B.) 
knew  nothing  about  tliat  veto,  but  he  knew 
something  of  numan  nature,  and  something  of 
^e  rights  of  tiie  people  nnder  oar  representa- 
tive form  of  Government;  and  he  wonld  be 


free  to  say  that  ft  veto  which  wonld  stop  the 
eucroachment  of  9  minority  of  Congress  upon 
the  rights  of  its  successors — which  would  arrest 
a  frightfhl  act  of  l^slative  usurpaUon — which 
would  retrieve  for  the  people  the  right  of  de- 
liberation, and  of  action — which  wonld  arrest 
the  overwhelming  prcwress  of  a  ^gantic  mon- 
eyed institution — which  would  prevent  Ohio 
fi^m  being  deprived  of  five  votes,  Indiana  from 
lodng  four,  Tennessee  four,  lUinda  two,  Ala- 
bama two,  Eentncky,  Missis^pid  and  lOasouri 
one  each — which  wotdd  save  six  votes  to  New 
York  and  two  to  Pennsylvania;  a  reto,  in 
short,  which  wonld  protect  the  rights  of  two 
millions  of  people,  now  unrepresented  in  Con- 
gress, woula  be  an  act  of  constitntional  justice 
to  the  people,  which  ought  to  raise  the  Presi- 
dent, and  certainly  would  raise  him,  to  a  higher 
degree  of  favor  in  the  estimation  of  every  re- 
publican citizen  of  the  community  than  he  now 
enjoyed.  By  passing  on  the  charter  now,  Con- 
gress wonld  loee  all  checV  and  control  over  the 
Institution  for  the  four  years  it  had  yet  to  mn. 
The  pendency  of  the  question  was  a  rod  over 
ita  head  lor  these  four  years ;  to  dedde  the 
■question  now,  is  to  free  it  f^om  all  restraint, 
and  turn  it  loose  to  play  what  part  it  pleased 
iXL  all  onr  sfttin — elections,  State,  fedentl,  and 
Presidential — that  it  pleased. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  ^ven  reasons  enough  to 
show  the  inexpediency  of  final  action  apon  this 
question  at  present ;  but  he  had  another  reason 
to  give,  of  a  nature  entirely  diff'erenf  from 
those  he  had  urged,  and  one  which  was  entitled 
to  the  connderation,  not  only  of  the  people's 
representatives  here,  but  of  the  people  thcm- 
selves  at  home.  It  was  a  reason  which  would 
address  its^  to  that  portion  of  the  people,  and 
their  representatives,  who  were  in  favor  (h  na- 
ti<nial  honking^  bnt  not  wedded  to  the  present 
British  monarchial  bank,  miscalled  Bank  of  die 
United  States.  He  alluded  to  the  establish- 
ment of  several  American  banks,  with  moder- 
ate capitals,  and  without  exdnsive  privileges, 
to  be  located  In  the  different  sections  uiis 
Union,  and  to  supersede  and  succeed  the  pres- 
ent gigantic  institution.  This  was  the  plan  <rf 
Mr.  Madison.  He  suggested  it  in  his  speech 
in  the  House  <tf  Bepresentatives,  in  the  year 
1791,  a^nst  the  establishment  of  the  first 
United  States  Bank,  and  recommended  it  to 
the  consideration  of  those  who  were  deter- 
mined to  embark  tlie  United  States  in  the 
banking  career,  he  himself  being  oppoeed  to 
any  banks ;  hot  if  there  was  one,  he  innsted 
there  ought  to  be  several.  ITie  gienina  of  onr 
republican  Government,  thtf  equal  privileges  of 
the  people,  the  extent  of  our  country,  the 
diversity  of  our  pursuits,  and  our  abhorrence* 
of  monopolies,  would  all  require  the  multipli- 
cation and  dinUdon  of  banks,  if  there  was  a 
ungle  one.  Mr.  Madison  complained  of  the 
proneness  of  our  statesmen  to  copy  EogU^  ex- 
amples, without  considerinK  the  difference  be- 
tween the  genloB  of  the  ^glish  Government 
and  our  own.  Theirs  was  a  monarchy ;  van  a 
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republic :  theirs  preferred  a  stogie  bank,  with 
enormooa  power  and  extenstve  privileges,  be- 
caase  it  favored  the  concentration  of  wealth 
and  power  in  the  hands  of  a  few ;  onrs  (if  it 
admitted  of  any  bank)  woold  ro(^olre  several, 
because  it  abhorred  exclosive  privileges,  and 
required  the  diffusion  of  wealth  and  power, 
and       equal  distribution  (tf  benefits,  as  well 
89  burdens,  to  all  parts  of  the  Union.  The 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Madison  had  appeared  to 
him  (Mr.  B.)  to  be  eminentl/  Just  aod  proper 
from  the  time  that  he  first  read  it ;  and  be  bad 
been  entirely  confirmed  in  that  opinion,  and 
convinced  of  the  advantage  of  several  banks 
over  one,  (if  there  are  to  be  any.)  even  in  a 
XQonarchy,  by  tracing  and  oomparing  the  his- 
tory of  the  three  Scottish  banks  witn  the  sin- 
gle British  bank.   la  reading  this  history,  he 
bad  seen  the  advantage  of  checking  powers  in 
banking  GoTemments  as  well  as  in  political 
Governments.   The  three  Scottish  banks  had 
held  each  other  in  c^ieck,  had  proceeded  mod- 
erately in  all- their  operations,  conducted  their 
business  regularly  and  pmdentiy,  and  always 
k^t  themselves  in  a  condition  to  face  their 
creators ;  while  the  single  English  bank,  hav- 
ing no  check  from  rival  institutions,  ran  riot  in 
the  wantonness  of  its  own  unbridled  power, 
deluging  the  country,  when  it  pleased^  with 
paper,  and  filling  it  with  speculation  and  ex- 
travagance  drawing  in  again  when  it  pleased, 
and  filling  it  with  bankruptcy  and  pauperism ; 
often. transcending  its  limits,  and  twice  stop- 
ping payment,  and  once  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years.   There  can  be  no  question  of  the  incom- 
parable superiority  of  ^e  Scottish  banking  ej»- 
tern  over  the  English  banking  system,  even  in 
a  monarchy;  and  this  has  been  officially  an- 
nounced to  the  Bank  of  England  by  tiie  British 
Ministry,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1.826,  with  the 
authentio  declaration  that  the  English'  system 
of  banking  must  be  assimilated  to  the  Scottish 
system,  and  that  her  exclusive  privilege  could 
never  be  renewed.    This  was  done  in  a  corre- 
spondence between  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  first 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  Mr.  Robinson,  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  on  one  side,  and  the 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England  on  the  other.   la  their  letter  of  the 
ISui  January,  1826,  the  two  IGnisters,  advert- 
ing to  fb»  fact  of  the  stoppage  of  payment,  and 
repeated  eonvnlrions  of  the  Bank  ot  England, 
while  the  Scotti^  banks  had  been  wholly  #ee 
fi-om  such  calamittos,  declared  their  conviction 
that  there  misted  an  unsound  and  delusive  sys- 
tem of  banting  in  England,  and  a  sound  and 
solid  system  in  Scotland  1    And  they  gave  the 
official  assurance  of  tiie  British  Government, 
that  neither  his  M^esty's  Ministers,  nor  Parlisr 
ment,  would  ever  agree  to  renew  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  England  with  their  exclosive 
privil^es  I    Exclusive  pavil^es,  they  swd, 
""were  out  of  fashion  1    Nor  is  it  renewed  to 
this  day,  though  t^e  charter  la  within  idne 
montiu  of  its  «^ratton  t 


 m 

In  the  peculiar  excellence  of  the  8cottlah 
plan,  lie  a  few  pl^  and  obvious  principles, 
closely  related  to  republican  ideas.  First.  Ko 
exclusive  privileges.  Secondly.  Three  inde- 
pendent banks  to  cheek  and  control  each  other, 
and  diffuse  their  benefits,  iiutead  of  one  to  do 
as  it  pleased,  and  monopolize  the  moneyed 

Eower.  Thuidly.  The  limlity  of  each  stodE- 
older  for  the  amount  of  his  scook,  on  the  fUI- 
ure  of  the  b^nk  to  redeem  its  notes  in  specie. 
Fourthly.  The  payment  of  a.modwate  Interest 
to  deposits.  Upon  these  few  plain  principles, 
all  of '  them  founded  in  republican  notions, 
equ^  rights,  and  equal  justice,  the  Scottish 
banks  have  advanced  themselves  to  the  first 
rank  in  Europe,  have .  eclipsed  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  caused  it  to  be  condemned  in  its 
own  country,  and  have  made  themselves  the 
model  of  all  fhture  banking  institntiona  in 
Great  Britain.  And  how,  it  would  be  a  curi- 
ous political  phenomenon,  and  might  give  rise 
to  8*me  interesting  smculaticms  on  the  advance 
of  free  principles  m  England,-  and  their  deolina 
in  America,  if  the  Scottish  republican  plan  of 
banking  -should  be  rejected  here,  white  pre- 
ferred there,  and  the  British  monarchial  plan, 
which  is  condemned  there,  should  be  perpetu- 
ated here  t  and  this  double  incongruity  com- 
mitted without  necessity,  without  excuse,  with- 
out giving  the  people  time  to  consider,  and  to 
communicate  their  sentiments  to  their  constitn- 
:  ents,  when  there  are  four,  if  not  mx  years,  tor 
them  to  consider  the  subject  befl>re  final  de- 
cision is  required  t 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying  that  the  plan 
which  he  suggested  sras  not  only  to  be  repub- 
lican, but  American ;  it  was  to  admit  of  no 
stookhfdders  but  those  who  were  dtixens.  The 
present  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  ftill  of 
foreigners.  It  was  monarchial  in  its  organixft* 
tion,  and  forei^  in  its  character.  The  former 
Bank  of  the  united  States  was  justiy  odious, 
and  truly  condemned,  on  account  of  ita  foreign 
composition ;  and  the  present  bank  was  more 
largely  imbued  with  foreign  cf^ital  than  the 
former  one  was.  Foreigners,  in  the  former 
bank,  held  but  18,000  ^ares  of  $400  each, 
making  $7)200,000  of  stock;  in  the  present 
bank,  they  own  84,056  shares  of  #100  each, 
making  $8,40S,500  of  stock.  It  is  to  no  pur- 
pose to  say  the  foreigners  have  no  votes :  those 
who  have  the  money  will  rule  in  all  moneyed 
institutions.  They  had  no  votes  In  the  former 
bank;  but  the  repablioans of  1811  would  not 
tolerate  an  institution  of  which'  they  were 
members.  The  best  feature  in  the  Scottish 
plan  of  banking — the  best  which  he  proposed 
m  the  plan  he  had  sketched — was  the  liability 
of  stockholders  for  the  amount  of  their  stock. 
This,  of  coorse,  woald  require  American  stock- 
holders ;  as  a  privilege  to  sue  British  \or^  and 
ladies  in  England,  Scotiand,  and  Ireland,  would 
be  a  nogatory  and  ridionlous  provision. 

Mr.  Clayton  had  a  few  observations  to  make 
in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  MisBonri,  (Mr. 
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BiNTON,)  on  tlie  postponement  of  the  bill  to  a 
more  adranced  period.  He  had  suggested  that 
party  feelings  wonid  be  eDgendered  with  it,  and 
that,  in  oouaeqaenoe  of  Jihe  FMsidential  elec- 
tion, it  would  become  a  party  question  with 
the  people,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  post- 
poned. He  would^ply  to  the  gentleman,  that 
the  qnestion  has  been  pressed  on  Oongress  at 
this  very  aesnon  by  the  Prcsideot  himsell^  and 
tbtir  acting  on  it  is  in  perfect  accordanoe  with 
the  sentiments  he  has  ezpreeeed.' 

[Ur.  OuLTTOH  here  read  the  paragraph  in 
tiie  last  Message  in  reference  to  the  subject] 
.  As  he  ^r.  G.)  understood  the  aeatence,  the 
Ptvsident  had  eonceired  it  bis  duty  to  press 
the  early  deciuon  of  this  important  question  on 
the  people,  nor  could  be  see,  nor  appreciate, 
the  prinoi|ile  lud  down  by  the  gentlenuin,  (Mr. 
B.,)  DOW  it  could  inflaence  the  election,  or  be 
put  adde  on  that  account,  when  they  were  told 
it  had  been  brought  before  them  by  the  ^reti- 
dent  himaelf. 

But,  agun,  he  (Mr.  0.)  would  inquire  of  the 
Senator  from  MisBOuri,  if  bis  argument  were 
now  good,  ai  to  its  postponement  till  tbe  time 
of  tbe  expiration  of  Uie  charter,  why  he  had  so 
strennonuy  pressed  a  deddm  od  the  question 
eren  last  seMion.  Jf  tiie  gentianon's  memory 
will  only  serve  him,  or  if  he  will  torn  to  what 
it  recorded  on  their  jonmals,  he  will  find  that, 
on  the  2d  of  February,  1881.  a  resolution  was 
introduced  by  himself  that  "  the  sense  of  Con- 
grees  should  be  expressed  against  renewing  the 
oiarter."  In  that  year  the  gentleman  had 
tiiongbt  it  right  for  Oongress  to  pass  on  its 
constitutionality — why  not  now,  in  1832  ?  He 
(Mr.  0.)  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  gentle- 
man's reasoning  respecting  the  new  ratio.  The 
Preddent  had  not  referred  to  it,  nor  was  it 
probable  it  bad  ever  occurred  to  him ;  and  it 
^>peared  to  him  (Mr.  C.)  that  the  President 
had  placed  it  before  the  present  Congress.  He 
trusted,  he  was  confident,  that;  In  dedding  the 

tnestimi,  party  feelings  woidd  have  no  place, 
[e  perfectly  agreed  with  tbe  honorable  chur- 
man  of  the  committee,  (Mr.  Dalus,)  that  it 
should  be  solely  a  legislative  bunness,  and  that 
they  should  act  on  it  as  such,  and  not  suffer 
themselves  to  be  carried  away  by  any  bias  or 
prejudice  whatever,  or  other  feelings.  It  was 
ft  measure  in  which  the  interests  of  the  whole 
Americw  people  were  involved,  and  if  augbt 
of  part7  feelings  wonld  have  place,  they  would 
not  be  inl^odnced  by  hinisw;  or  the  ftiends 
with  whom  he  generally  eoindded  in  senti- 
ment There  was  no  occasion  for  him  to  dwell 
on  the  general  features  of  the  measure,  aftco* 
the  eloquent  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wbbstsb)  yesterday. 

Mr.  Masot  hoped  the  Senator  fVom  Massa- 
chusetts would  put  his  proposition  in  blank, 
that  we  may  increase  the  amount  of  tbe  bonus. 
It  bad  been  declared  by  a  very  intelligent  friend 
of  the  bank,  that  the  renewal  of  the  charts 
wonld  increase  the  value  of  the  Bto«^  by  l^e 
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amount  of  seventeen  millions  of  dollara.  It 
was  proper,  therefore,  that  the  Government 
should  have  a  suitable  equivalent  for  the  benefit 
thus  to  be  conferred  on  the  stockholders. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Mtn- 
steb'b  amendment,  and  it  was  dedUed  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  82,  nays  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bekton,  tbe  yeas  and  najs 
being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  pres- 
ent, those  who  voted  are  as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Qmj, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  EUis,  Ewinx,  Foot,  IVelingbnna, 
Grundy,  Hiyne,  Hendricks,  JohnBtOQ,  King.  Eni|^ 
Miller,  Moore,  Ifaudun,  Poisdexter,  PrentiBe,  Bob- 
bins, Robinson,  Sejmonr,  Slsbee,  Tuewell,  Up- 
ton, TomlittsoD,  Wsggaman,  Webster,  While, 
WnUns. 

NAT8.-~Me88rs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dicketson,  IM- 
ley,  Hill,  Mangom,  Marcy,  Smith,  Spragne,  Tie^ 

Mr.  Webstbb  then  submitted  two  amend- 
ments, and  moved  that  they  be  printed ;  which 
was  ordered. 

Mo5i>AT,  May  28. 
Sank  ^  tie  Umted  Statet—Pnkibitim  ^ 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  cmsider  tbe  UH  to 
modify  and  continue  the  charter  <^  the  &b& 
of  the  United  States. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendments  pro- 
posed hy  Mr.  Wbbbteb,  being  in  substance — 

1st  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tretsnry 
should,  at  any  time  hereafter,  when  directed 
by  the  President,  have  the  power  to  purcbsse 
additional  stock  in  the  bwjk  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  three  millions ;  and 

2d.  That  it  should  not  be  lawinl  for  tbe 
bank,  wSua  the  4th  erf  Ifarch,  1881,  to  ism 
any  notes  of  a  less  Tolne  than  dollars. 

Mr.  WraoTSB  acceded  to  the  suggestitn  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolma,  that,  in 
reference  to  his  first  amendment,  OtngrHs 
could  act  hereafter,  whenever  sndi  actioe 
should  be  called  for  by  circumstances  TS» 
would  not  therefore  press  that  amendment 

The  amendment  was  then  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Webstbx  sud  a  few  words  in  defence  of 
his  second  amendment,  which  imposed  no  re- 
striction nntil  after  the  expiration  of  the  pres- 
eqf  charter.  Tbe  effect  of  his  proporitioa  would 
be  to  introduce  more  specie  into  ebvolatioB, 
and  to  baiiiah  the  small  notes  with  which  tiM 
coimtry  is  inundated.  He  mored  to  fill  tlie 
blank  with  ten  dollars,  bnt  expressed  fab  wfiU 
ingnesB  to  vote  for  a  hl^er  restriction,  if  any 
Senator  sbonld  move  it. 

Mr.  Benton  would  propose  to  snbstitnte 
twenty  doUara,  and  would  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  tbe  question.  He  allnded  to  the  prece- 
dent in  England,  of  fixing  on  a  high  amount,* 
and  to  the  e'^  that  had  occurred  mm  a  con- 
trary  system,  by  the  efforts  of  counterfriters 
being  confined  to  notes  ot  small  amount,  as  dr- 
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ouladng  among  the  laboriDg  and  poorer  classes, 
who  were  less  able  to  detect  the  forgery.  The 
notes  of  the  United  States  Bank,  also,  cireolat- 
ing  to  the  greatest  distance,  where  connterfetta 
were  less  liable  to  be  detected,  if  of  a  \ow 
amount,  and  thos  cironlating  among  the  mar- 
keting ^ass,  might  icdaoe  the  same  evils, 

Mr.  Out  meotifflied  flie  state  of  the  bank- 
ing sjratem  in  Eentoeky — ^the  ftilnre  of  several 
b^u.  "When  he  first  heard  the  ameodment, 
he  was  opposed  to  it  The  proposiUon  to  pass 
an  enactment  thns  restricting  the  amount  of 
the  notes,  wonld  serionsly  affect  the  resonrces 
of  that  State — they  had  no  bank  of  their  own, 
and,  by  raimng  the  notes  of  bank  above 
five  dollars,  they  would  have  vf  have  reoonrse 
to  the  notes  et  their  neighboring  States  for 
their  orcnlating  mediam,  to  traasa^t  their  or- 
dinary bosiness  and  dealing.  Therefore,  he 
was  opposed  to  a  higher  som  than  tea  dollars, 
and  wonld  only  agree  to  thia,  as  a  cUscretionary 
favor  resting  in  Oonn^ss  whether  it  might  be 
pri^Lent  faweafter  to  fix  on  that  amount  . 
.  After  a  &w  remaib  firom  Ur.  Foot  and  Kr. 
OhVmmbs,  tiie  qoestioa  was  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  twenty  dollars,  when  it  was  a^^ed 
to ;  and  the  amoidment  thus  shaped  was  oon- 
onrred  in. 

Taasation  of  the  Sarik  Stocl  hy  the  Statei. 

Mr.  MoOEK  then  moved  his  amendmwt,  1st, 
That  no  branch  shoald  be  established  in  any 
State,  without  the  assent  of  the  Stato ;  and, 
3d,  That  every  branch  shall  l>e  liable  to  taxa- 
tion in  the  ^te  as.  the  State  banks  are,  or  in 
praportiott  as  other 'propert7  la  taxed. 

Br.  yfngm  said  he  tnuted  the  Smate 
would  not  a<^  on  these  propositions,  without 
folly  ottderatanding  their  bearing  and  extent. 
For  my  own  part,  siUd  he,  I  look  upon  the  two 
parts  of  the  amendment,  as  sabstantiatly  of  the 
same  character.  Each,  in  my  opinion,  confers 
a  power  in  the  States  to  expel  the  bank  at  Hieir 
pleasure ;  in  other  words,  entirely  to  defeat  the 
operations  and  destroy  the  capacity  for  usefhl- 
nese  of  the  whole  bank.  The  simple  question 
is,  shall  we,  by  our  own  act,  in  the  charter 
itself^  give  the  States  permission  to  e^el  the 
bank  uid  all  its  braiu^es  from  thar  linuts,  at 
their  own  pleaanref  The  first  part  of  the 
amondmeat  ^ves  this  permission  in-  express 
terma;  ud  the  latter  part  gives  it  in  effect, 
by  authoridoA  the  States  to  tax  the  loans  and 
inoes  of  the  bank,  with  no  effectual  limitatloa. 
It  appears  to  me  idle  to  say  that  this  power 
may  be  stfely  given,  because  it  will  not  be  ex- 
ercised. It  is  to  be  given,  I  presume,  on  the 
supposition  that  probably  some  of  tha  States 
will  choose  to  exercise  it ;  else  why  is  it  given 
at  all!  And  will  they  not  so  choose?  We 
have  already  heard,  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, of  two  cases  in  whidi  States  attempted 
to  exercise  a  power  of  this  kiqd,  when  they 
did  not  oonstttntionallT  posseas  it  Two  States 
bare  ta»d  the  branuiee,  for  the  avowed  por- 
poae  of  driving  them  out  oi  tiieir  limits,  and 
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were  prevented  from  acoompUshin^  this  object 
merely  by  force  of  judicial  decisions  agamst 
their  right  If^  then,  these  attempts  have  been 
made  to  exercise  this  power,  when  it  was  not 
leg^y  possessed,  and  against  the  will  of  Con- 
gress, is  there  any  doubt  it  will  be  exercised 
when  its  exercise  shall  be  permitted,  and  in- 
vited by  the  proposed  amendment  t  No  donbt, 
in  my  mind,  the  power,  if  granted,  will  be  ex- 
ercised, and  the  mun  object  of  continuing  the 
bank  thus  defeated. 

Now,  sir,  in  the  first  place,  I  doubt  exceed- 
ingly our  power  to  adopt  this  amendment,  and 
I  pray  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  regard  to  this  point.  In  the  first  place, 
let  me  ask,  what  is  trie  constitotional  ground 
on  which  Congress  created  this  oorimration.  , 
and  on  which  we  now  propose  to  continue  it  I 
There  is  no  express  authority  to  create  a  bank, 
or  any  other  corpwation,  given  to  ns  hy  the 
conistitoUnL  The  power  is  derived 'by  impli- 
cation. It  baa  been  exercised,  and  can  be  ex- 
ercised, only  on  the  nunnd  of  a  just  necesdty. 
It  is  to  be  maintfun^  if  at  all,  on  the  allega* 
tion  that  the  establismnent  of  a  national  huik 
is  a  just  and  necessary  means  of  carrying  on 
the  GoveAment,  and  of  executing  the  powers 
conferred  on  Congress  by  the  constitnljon.  ,0n 
this  groond.  Congress  has  established  this  bank, 
and  on  this  it  is  now  proposed  to  be  continued. 
And  it  has  already  been  jn^cially  decided  that 
Congress  having  established  a  bank  for  these 
purposes,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
prohibits  the  States  'from  taxing  it  Obaerra, 
sir,  it  is  the  constitution,  not  uie  law,  which 
1^  this  prohibition  on  the  States,  The  char- 
tor  of  the  bank  does  not  declare  that  the  States 
shall  not  tax  it.  It  says  not  one  word  on  that' 
But^ject.  The  restrunt  is  imposed  not  by  Con- 
gress, but  by  a  higher'  authority,  the  oonatitn- 
tion.  Now,  ur,  I  ask  how  we  can  r^ieve  the 
States  from  this  constitutional  prohibition.  It 
is  true  Uiat  this  prohibition  is  not  imposed  in 
express  terms ;  but  it  results  from  the  general 
provisions  of  the  constitution,  and  has  been 
Jodioially  decided  to  exist  in  full  force.  This  ia 
a  protecUon,  then,  which  the  Oonstitntion  of 
the  United  States,  by  its  own  force,  holds  over 
this  instrument,  which  Congress  has  deemed 
necessary  to  be  created,  in  order  to  carry  on 
the  Government,  so  soon  as  Congress,  exercis- 
ing its  own  Judgment,  has  chosen  to  create  it 
Can  we  throw  off,  from  this  Government,  this 
constitutional  protection  ?  I  think  it  clear  we 
cannot  We  cannot  repeal  the  constitution. 
We  cannot  say  that  every  power,  every  branch, 
every  institution,  and  every  law  of  tiiis  Gov- 
ernment, shall  not  have  ail  the  force,  all  the 
sanction,  and  all  the  protection,  which  the  con- 
stitution gives  it.  By  the  constitution,  every 
law  of  Congress  is  finally  to  be  oonsidered,  and 
its  construction  ultimately  settled  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States.  These  veiy 
acts,  before  referred  to,  taxing  the  bai^  were 
hdd  valid  by  more  or  fewer  of  the  States* 
jadioatures,  but  were  finally  pronounced  nn- 
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(MHutitutioDal  hj  the  Bii(»«ne  Oonrt  of  tho 
United  States ;  and  this,  not  by  force  of  any 
words  iD  the  (dMrto*,  bat  bj  force  of  the  oon- 
■titati(m  itael£  I  ask  whether  it  is  .oompetent 
fin-  vs  to  revene  this  prorinon  <Hf  the  ooostita- 
tim,  and  to  nj  that  tlie  laws  of  Oongreaa  shall 
reoeive  their  ultimate  oonstmoUtm  from  the 
State  oonrts.  Agdn:  the  coDstitation  gives 
Congress  a  right  to  lay  daties  of  imposts,  and 
it  prohibits  the  exercise  of  any  sacfa  power  by 
the  States.  Now,  it  so  happens  that  the  na- 
tional Treasory  is  foil,  and  the  State  Treasuries 
are  fiur,leas  so.  It  might  be  thought  vwy  oon- 
venieot  that  a  part  of  the  receipts  at  the  cas- 
tom-hooses  ^ould  he  received  by  the  States, 
Bat  will  any  man  say  that  Congress  could  now 
aathorize  the  States  to  lay  and  collect  imposts 
under  any  restrictions  or  Umitations  wh^ver  I 
No  one  will  {wetoid  It.  That  would  be  to 
make  a  new  partition  of  power  between  this 
Government  uid  the  SCate  Govemnwits.  Mr. 
Kadison  has  very  oorrectiy  observed,  that  the 
assent  of  the  States  cannot  confer  a  new  power 
on  Congress,  ^cept  in  those  oases  especially 
provided  in  the  oonstitation.  This  is  very 
true ;  and  it  is  equally  trae  th^  the  States  can- 
not obtain  a  new  power,  by  the  Consent  of 
Congress,  against  the  prohibition  of  the  oonsti- 
totion^  exo^  in  those  oases  which  are  ex- 
iH-eesly  so  provided  for  in  the  eonsUtotitm 
itself. 

Allow  me  now,  Ur.  Prerid^t,  to  iuqaire  <m 
what  groond  it  is  that  the  States  dura  this 
powo- of  taxation!  They  do  not  daim  it  as  a 
power  to  tax  all  proper^  of  their  own  dtizena. 
This  they  possess,  withoat  denial  or  doobt 
Every  stoofcholder  in  the  bank  is  liable  to  he 
taxed  for  bis  property  therun,  by  the  State  of 
which  he  is  a  citizen.  Ttiis  right  is  exercised, 
I  believe,  by  all  the  States  which  lay  taxes  on 
money  at  interest,  income,  and  other  snbjeets 
of  that  kind.  It  is,  then,  not  that  they  may  be 
aathorized  to  tax  tiie  property  of  their  own 
(utizens ;  nor  is  it  because  any  State  does  not 

Krticipate  in  the  advantage  of  the  premium  or 
noB  paid  by  the  bank  to  Government  for  the 
charter.  That  sum  goes  into  the  Treasury  for 
tiie  general  good  of  alL 

Kor  can  the  claim  be  sost^ed,  nor  indeed  is 
it  asserted,  on  the  str^igtii  oi  the  m«e  oiromn- 
Btanoe  that  a  branch  or  an  office  is  established 
in  a  State.  Such  office  or  branch  is  bat  an 
agency.  It  is  no  body  politic  or  corporate.  It 
has  no  legal  existence  of  itselt  It  is  bat  an 
agent  of  ue  graieral  corporation.  That  these 
agents  have  their  residenoe  or  plsoe  bostness 
in  a  particular  State,  is  not  <n  itself  the  foun- 
dation of  any  claim.  But,  aocording  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  amoDdment,  the  ground  of  Uiis 
claim  to  tax  is  evidently  the  loans  and  issuer ; 
and  these  loans  and  issues,  profMrly  speaking, 
are  tiie  loans  and  disocants  <n  the  bank.  The 
oflloe,  as  an  agent,  condiwto  the  arrangements, 
it  is  true ;  but  the  notes  which  are  issued  are 
notes  of  the  bank,  and  the  debts  created  are 
debts  doe  to  the  •bank.  The  cirenlatiw  isthe 


orenlation  of  the  baidc  Now  the  trm&  i% 
what  the  States  claim,  or  what  this  ameBdment 
tm>poses  to  give  them,  is,  a  ri^t  to  tn  tin 
circulation  ol  the  bank.  It  is  on  tbia  right 
that  the  argamokt  rests.  The  ooonmoa  way  of 
slating  it  18^  that,  rinoe  State  bnks  pay  a  tax 
to  the  State,  tiieeebranoh  banka,  eoniiwaKuwg 
them,  ought  to  pay  a  dudlar  tax.  But  tbe 
State  banks  pay  the  tax  to  the  State,  far  the 
privUege  of  eirculaticm ;  and  the  pnqiodtian  ia, 
therefore,  neither  more  uta  less  than  thnfc  the 
United  States  Bank  sfasll  pay  tbe  States  for  the 
Bsme  pririlege.  The  cir<nilatiMi  <rf  the  ImUb  is 
the  substance.  The  looali^  of  the  office  is  but 
an  inddent.  An  office  is  created,  for  euunf^ 
on  ConoecticntfkKiver,  either  in  HfTfrrhrTTini, 
Vemumt,  Conoeotioat,  or  New  Hampdiire. 
Tbe  notes  pf  Uie  bank  are  loaned  at  this  ofiioe, 
and  put  into  oireolation  in  all  theae  Stataa. 
Now  no  one  will  SB?  that  the  State  where  tbe 
ofiBoe  happens  to  be  plaoed,  ahmdd  ban  «  right 
to  lay  this  tax,  and  tiie  other  States  haw  m> 
such  ri^t  This  woald  be  a  merely  arbimDry 
distmcUon.  It  would  be  fomded  oa  no  real  or 
substantial  difference,  and  no  man  coold  seri- 
ously contend  for  it,  as  it  seems  to  me.  ■  Under 
this  very  amendment,  Pennsylvania  would  lie 
aathorized  to  collect  a  Isi^  tax,  and  New  Jer- 
sey no  tax  at  all,  although  the  State  circulation 
M  New  Jersey  ia  as  muoh  infringed  and  dimin- 
ished as  that  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  eirenlatif» 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea.  The  Stabea 
whidi  have  the  ben^t  of  bnnohes,  (if  it  be 
a  baneflt,)  are  to  ham  the  fortimr  advantage  ef 
taxation,  while  other  States  are  to  have  nsatber 
the  one  nor  the  other.  Founding  the  eUn^oa 
the  State  right  to  d«ive  benefit  mm  t^  papo- 
cironlotion  which  exists  within  it^  the  advoeatea 
of  the  daim  are  dearly  not  consistent  vr^ 
themsdves  when  they  muntun  a  meaanre 
which  professes  to  protect  that  rij^t  in  notne 
States,  and  to  leave  it  unprotected  in  otbera. 

But  the  inequality  of  the  operation  of  thn 
amendment  is  not  the  only,  nor  the  main,  ol>- 
jectitMi  to  it  It  prooeeds  on  a  print^Ae  n^  to 
,  bewadmitted.  It  asserts,  or  it  takes  fw  granted, 
that  the  power  of  aothniiing  and  rqpifatfii% 
tbe  P<4>er  ourrenoy  oi  the  eouktry  is  on  coodn- 
sive  State  right  The  groond  aammed  ean  be 
no  less  breed  than  this :  because  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  having  the  gsant  of  a  pover 
from  Congress  to  issue  notes  fw  droidataiMk,  its 
right  is  pttfeot,  if  Congress  ooold  make  sodi 
grant  It  owes  nothing  to  tbe  States,  i£  Con- 
gress could  give  -what  it  has  midsitakw  to 
give ;  that  is  to  say,  if  Congress,  of  its  own 
aatboritj,  msy  confer  a  ri^t  to  issue  p^er  for 
circulation.  Now,  sir,  wnoeoever  dmies  this 
right  in  Congress,  denies,  of  course,  iH»  power 
to  create  suchabank  sa  now  exists;  at  least 
so  it  strikes  me.  The  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States  is  qute  unoonstitBtifliiaL  H  the  wfaoln 
paper  dnmlation  bdonsi  to  the  States;  be- 
cause the  Bank  of  the  Ui^ted  Slates  is  •  bonk 
of  circalati<m.  and  was  so  intmded  to  be  bj 
Congress,  wmeb  expressly  antbariasd  the  or* 
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oolattop  of  notw  and  bflls.  The  power  of  iisii- 
ing  DOtea  for  ofrctilatioD  is  not  an  indiipenuble 
ingredient  is  the  oonrtitatton  of  »  bank  raere^ 
a*  a  bank.  The  earUw  banks  did  not  possess 
St,  and  uanr  good  «nes  bare  existed  witiioat  it 
A  bank  with  no  anoh  poww  might  yet  veiy 
weU  oelieot  the  public  ramtie,  (provided  there 
was  a  pr(n>er  mediant  in  which  tt  eonld  be 
paid,)  ooala  tolerably  well  remit  the  reran oe  to 
the  Treamy,  and  conld  deal  nsefiUl  j,  ta  some 
oftant,  in  tm  bunnesB  of  exchange. 

On  what  grenud  is  it,  then,  that  Oongress 
poflseseee  the  power  not  onl/  to  create  a- bank, 
bat  a  bank  ot  oirenlation  f  Simply,  as  I  snp- 
{Kwe,  because  Oongren  posseases  a  oonstita' 
tional  control  over  the  cnrrenidy  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  has  power  to  proride  a  safe  medinm 
of  (»roalaticaij  as  well  for-  other  porpoeea,  aa 
tar  the  ooUaotioa  of  its  own  debts  boA  revenae. 
The  bank,  therefore,  already  poaseises  nnoon- 
Btkatkmal  poorer,  if  tiM  fuper  droolation  be 
tte  sab^eot,  exeiosively,  ai  State  right  or  State 
nyulation.  Ihdeed,  rir,  it  is  not  a  litde  star- 
tling that  anch  ttcoInsiTe  right  ehonld  now  be 
asserted.  I  obeerred,  the  other  day,  tliat,  in 
my  opinion,  it  was  rery  difficult  to  majnttdn, 
oo  the  fue  of  tbe  eonstitotioo  itself;  and  inde- 
pendent  of  loDg-oon^naed  practice,  the  doc- 
trine that  the  States  coold  antborixe  the  oircu- 
lation  of  bank  paper  at  all.  They  oannot  coin 
■KHMy;  oan  uiey  then  that  which  be- 
9omm  the  actoal  and  almost  the  auiversal  sab- 
rtitote  for  mon^  f  Is  not  the  right  of  iflmdng 
pi^NV,  intended  fbr  dnmlatiom  in  the  place  and 
aa  th»  nqiresentatiTa  of  metaiUo  oomiH^,  de- 
rnrad  merely  irom  the  power  of  coining  and 
regolattng  that  metallic  onrrenoy  t  As  bring- 
ing tiiia  matter  to  a  just  tes^  let  me  a^ 
whether  Ooogreas,  if  it  had  not  the  power  (tf 
ooiaiay  money,  and  of  regolating  the  raine  of 
foteiga  coins,  eonld  create  a  bank,  with  '&e 
power  to  circulate  bills.  For  one,  I  ttfink  it 
would  be  difficult  to  make  that  out.  Where, 
theu,  do  tho  States,  to  whom  aH  control  over 
the  aetallio  enrrency  is  altogetJier  prohibited, 
get  tms  j>owui  It  istnu,  tut,  in  othwooon- 
triflOy  panta  banken,  haTing  no  legal  aothor- 
itj  over  tihe  eoln^  issue  notes  far  <nronlation. 
Bat  this  they  do  always  with  Uie  consent  of 
Gotwwnent,  expressed  or  implied ;  and  Gov- 
ecnaunt  restrains  and  regnlates  all  their  opera- 
ticKia  at  its  pleasnre.  It  would  be  a  startling 
propoflitioa,  m  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
that  the  prerogative  of  coimog  money,  held  by 
Government,  was  liable  to  be  defeated,  oonn- 
teraeted,  or  impeded,  by  another  pren^ative, 
held  in  other  haada,  of  authorizing  a  paper  cir- 
oalation. 

It  is  ftirt^r  to  be  observed,  tbat  the  States 
oannot  issae  bUb  of  credit ;  not  that  th^  can- 
not aaaln  thMn  a  l^;al  tmdar,  bat  that  tiicty 
eanaet  issue  them  at  alL  Is  not  this  a  clear  In- 
^aatkn  of  Aa  intent  of  tlw  ecmstita^n  to 
restndn  the  States  at  well  from  establishing  a 
paper  oirenlation,  as  from  interfering  with  tiie 
loataBio  dtroolatioof  Bankip  hava  been  created 


by  States  with  no  eqiital  whatever ;  their 
notes  being  put  into  eiroulatioD  simply  on  the 
credit  of  the  State  or  the  State  law.  What  are 
tiie  issoes  of  su<^  banks  bat  billa  of  credit 
issned  bv  the  State  ? 

I  oanfess,  Ifr.  Prerident,  tiiat  the  more  I  re- 
fleet  on  tl^  sableot,  the  more  deuiy  does  my 
mind  ^tproaob  me  oontdorion  that  tite  creation 
(tf  State  banks,  for  the  purpose,  and  with  tiie 
power  of  drenlating  paper,  is  not  consistent 
with  the  nanta  and  prohibitions  of  the  oonati- 
taHon.  But,  sir,  this  is  not  now  the  question. 
Hie  qoestton  is  not  whether  the  Btatee  have 
the  exduslTe  power ;  it  is,  whether  they  at(Hie 
have  the  power.  Uay  they  rightfully  exolnde 
the  United  States  from  all  loteifereooe  with  tbe 
p^r  onrrencyl  Are  we  interiopers,  when  we 
x^ate  a  byik  of  drcidation!  Do  we  owe 
taem  a  seignorage  fiwihe  dronliMton  of  Inlla, 
by  a  oorporalion  created  by  Ocmgrees?  Up  to 
the  praent  time,  the  States  have  been  content 
with  a  ocmenrrent  power.  They  have  indeed 
controlled  vastly  the  larger  portion  o£  the  cir- 
culation ;  but  Uiey  have  not  claimed  exclusive 
authority  over  the  whole.  They  have  de- 
manded no  tax  or  tribtlfb  tern  a  bank  iasning 

£^>er  under  the  autbori^  of  Gcmgrcss.  Not  do  I 
now  that  any  State  or  Btatee  now  innst  upon 
it.  It  may  be  tfaftt  individual  States  have  pot 
forth  anch  claims,  in  their  le^^alatire  capacity; 
but,  at  present,  I  recollect  no  instance.  The 
Amendment,  however,  which  is  now  proiMwed, 
aaawts  the  claim,  and  I  cannot  coosent  to  yieki 
to  it^  We  seem  to  be  makii^  the  last  atrng^ 
for  tiie  antiuHify  of  Oongreas  to  interfere  at  all 
with  the  actoal  onrrenoy  of  the  country.  I 
shall  never  agree  to  surrendw  that  anthorit^ ; 
I  would  as  soon  yidd  the  coinage  power  itae^; 
nor  do  I  think  there  would  be  mooh  greater 
danger,  nor  a  much  dearer  deparinre  from  con  • 
stitntaonal  principle,  in'consenting  to  such  aur- 
render,  than  in  -aoqnieaoing  in  what  Is  now  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  MooRB  said :  With  due  defereoice  to  the 
opinion  of  other  gentlemen,  I  most  be  permit- 
ted to  say  that  I  view  the  power  of  taxation  as 
one  of  the  hi^iest  attribntes  of  State  sover- 
eignty, and  th^  the  State  posseseea  this  power 
in  tbe  moet  unlimited  extent  over  all  omots  at 
subjects  of  property  within  its  Jnrisoictiou. 
Sir,  I  care  not  whether  the  property  belong  to 
a  foFei^fner  or  a  citizen,  provided  it  be  within 
the  jnnsdiction  of  the  State,  and  reoeivea  pro- 
tection from  her  laws ;  this  dronmatanoe  oo^ 
stitutes  the  right  of  taxation. 

Tbe  State  of  Alabama  imposes  a  tax  npon 
foreign  merchandise,  their  own  bank  stock,  the 
money  of  their  own  dtizens  placed  at  interest; 
race  torfii,  race  horses,  pleasorable  carriages, 
&e. ;  these  are  considered  as  Ae  moat  le^^ 
mate  olfjects  taxatton,  be(»nse  the  tax  ia 
edther  pud  by  the  wealthy,  who  are  moat  aUe 
to  bear  it,  or  it  is  paid  for  proper^,  whtdi  la 
most  prt^talde  to  the  owners  Bat  we  are 
compelled  to  go  Anther,  and  extend  the  tax  to 
other  ot^eeta,  real  aetata^  davaa,  a  man'a  aacUOa 
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bcme,  his  oattle,  his  famlhr  clock  in  hia  hoTtse, 
his  time-pieoB  In  his  poont ;  nsy,  sir,  a  poor 
naa  who  owns  not  me  cent  of  property,  and 
may  hsre  a  large  fiuuily  to  aapport^  u  requirad 
to  pay  a  poll  tax ;  yea,  air,  he  mvst  pay  far  hia 
BoaJp,  ana  upoa  the  principle  that  hia  personal 
rigbta  and  privileges  ^  protected  by  the  lavs 
of  the  State  which  makes  this  demand  npon  him. 

I  have  said  that  foreign  merohandise,  intro- 
daced  frmn  New  York  or  elsewhere,  was  in 
our  State  sntgect  to  taxation ;  and  why  should 
not  moneyed  capital,  brought  from  Enrope  or 
elsewhere,  be  also  sobjeot  to  taxation )  Why 
ahoold  the  iadividaal  who  brings  ^is  capital 
amoiw  OS,  a^j  eteBwdon  flrraa  liability  to 
taxatica  I  This  onital  Is  mon  actively  and 
profitably  employed.  Bankers  drag  thonsands 
€t  ddlan  from  the  pockets  of  <rar  fUlow-cUi- 
■ens ;  their  rights  are  equally  protected ;  tn« 
laws  afford  them  all  the  aeceasary  facilities  in 
carrying  on  tiieir  banking  open^ons,  in  the 
collection  of  their  debts,  ice.  And  what  is 
more,  if  their  rights  are  invaded,  they  will  be 
defended  by  the  citizens  of  the  8t^«,  'and 
mainly  by  these  very  poor  men,  too,  who  pay  a 
poll  tax,  many  ofarhmn  have  no  property  to 

f)roteot  and  defend,  while  they,  with  their 
ives,  defend  and  protect  millions  for  bankers. 
Fw  my  part,  I  esunot  conceive  of  a  more  le^ti- 
mate  sa1)}eofc  ct  taxation  than  bank  stoek.  For 
the  naacms  I  have  alnady  intimated,  the  tax  Is 
paid  by  those  most  able  to  bear  It,  and  npon 
pn^MTty  which  yields  ImmeDse  ^flts  to  the 
owners. 

Bat  the  propriety  of  tiiie  tax  is  otjeoted  to, 
twain,  on  the  gronnd  that  the  corporation  has 
suready  given  to  the  General  Government  a 
sufficient  equivalent  for  all  the  privil^ies,  im- 
munities, &0.,  in  the  bonus  provided  for  in  this 
smended  charter ;  and  to  permit  the  States  to 
impose  a  further  tax,  would  be  too  bordenwnne 
and  im{«oper,  dn.  Now,  nr,  is  this  so  I  Are 
ve  not  bonnd  to  view  this  bonus  as  in  oondd- 
eration  for  the  frtDduse,  Immunities,  and  the 
d^iosits  the  General  Govemmat  marA  this 
institution,  as  a  corporate  body,  nncraineoted 
with  the  privileges  it  may  e^joy  by  the  loca- 
tion of  its  Dranches  In  the  Btat«e,  under  State 
authority  f  Can  it  be  presumed  that  a  State 
would  yidd  its  right  of  taxation,  as  r^ards  its 
branches,  for  the  inoonsidowble  amoont  of  in- 
terest it  may  have  in  the  boons  f  Of  what 
value  will  the  proportion  of  this  one  and  a  half 
million  of  dollars,  to  which  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama may  be  entitied,  be  to  that  State  t  It 
will  not  be  the  means  of  rednoii^f  the  high 
tans  and  heavy  bnrdois  which  are  preeaing  so 
oppresalTely  upon  cor  olticens,  No^  this 
bonus  will  be  taken  from  the  gmeal  oofflBrs, 
and  ^tprapriated  to  purposes  of  internal  im- 

Cvement)  the  erection  of  breakwaters,  light- 
Lsee,  canals,  snbscription  to  stock  in  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  Railroad  Oompany,  ^ ;  for, 
sir,  it  was  with  some  difficulty  that  an  attempt 
to  obtain  one  million  from  the  Treasury  for  this 
pn^eot  was  aaoeasftiUy  restsled.  the  other  day. 


experience  assures  ne  these  are  the  por- 
poaeakto  wUoh  this  one  and  a  half  million  ci 
aoOm  will  be  appropriated,  nnlesi^  indeed,  tlM 
amendment  of  the  honorable  Soiator  frtm 
Maine  (ICr.  Spuaro)  shaU  saoeaed,  whidi  pro- 
vides that  the  bonus  sbsU  be  divided  among 
the  several  States  aoomrding  to  their  reiqwotin 
renresentation  in  Congress.  And,  sir,  altkongk 
I  oo  not  think  this  woold  do  justice  to  the  St^ 
of  AlAama,  yet  I  believe,  as  a  distinet  ud 
substantive  proposition,  I  would  support  it  is 
preferenoe  to  the  ori^nal  plan ;  bnt,  rir,  I  csa- 
not  vote  for  it  as  a  snbstitnte  for  the  jnfoA- 
tion  I  have  bad  the  hoaae  to  stttaiit. 


TmanaT,  Maj.  99. 
Sank  of  the  United  StaUt—BeeharUr. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  modiQr  and  omtinne  the  sot 
to  incorporate  the  snbsarUMn  t»  th«  An^  of 
the  United  States. 

Hr.  WaasTKB  made  some  observaticHts  st 
length,  in  reply  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Tizb- 
wxLu.  After  he  had  oondnded, 

Mr.  Tazewbll  inquired  if  he  had  ond«stood 
the  BenaUM-  from  Ifawanhasetts  correctly,  as 
entertaining  doubts  of  tiie  power  fA  the  Statca 
to  oreato  NBto  banks. 

Mr.  Wkbstkb  r^ted  that  it  was  bow  tea 
late  to  question  a  pow  w  whidi  had  been  aogi^ 
esoed  in  by  the  difiTerait  branobea  of  the  led- 
eral  Oovemment  fat  tiiese  forty  years.  But  if 
the  question  had  been  originally  pat  to 
before  such  aoquiesoMiee,  he  choiud  have  ex- 
pressed great  doubts  on  Uie  subject.  He  tbea 
referred  to  the  clauses  of  the  constitutim  which 
prohibit  the  States  from  coining  money,  and 
reserve  to  the  United  States  the  exoloNTS 
power  of  r^nlatin^  the  cnrrency,  and  mskiag 
issues  of  gold  and  nlver ;  sad  inferred,  that,  S 
the  constitntioB  thus  eantioally  exdaded  the 
States  fh»n  fasnfaig  a  metallie  onmaqy,  it  new 
intei^ed  that  they  should  authorize  thef^ssne 
of  that  whidi  is  a  representative  <^  the  metal- 
lic onrrenoy.  The  States  had  been  indulged 
with  the  power  of  creating  banks  for  ibrty 
years,  and  now  they  demanded  to  make  that 
power  exclu^ve,  and  to  tax  the  branches  of 
the  United  States  Bank  eatablidied  in  tbeir 
limits,  for  the  puipoae  of  eetabliabiag  a  mifona 
currency. 

Mr.  F0B8TTH  asked  if  he  had  understood  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  as  stating  that  the 
States  had  the  right  to  tax  sneh  of  tbur  dti- 
sens  as  held  stodc  in  the  Unitad  Slates  Bank, 
on  account  tsi  that  stock. 

Mr.  Wkbstu  replied  in  the  afflnnativ& 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  replied  that  if  that  was  the 
case,  how  was  it  contended  that  the  eight  and 
a  huf  millions  of  stock  held  by  foreigners  were 
to  be  considered  as  not  liable  to  taxation  ? 

Mr.  WsBarrsB  replied  that,  by  the  comity  <^ 
nations,  the  prc^Muly  of  foreigners  was  held 
free  fr<Hn  taxation.  Why  did  w«  not  tax  the 
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loans  of  the  Barings  to  the  Ohio  Oanal,  or  the 
HoUand  loan  to  the  OhesawMke  and  Ohto  Ca- 
nal, or  the  PennqrlTania  loan  ?  It  is  the  nn-^ 
derstanding  betwe«i  nations,  not  to  tax  private 
property  in  peace,  nor  to  confiscate  it  in  war. 
We  mzf  hold  stock  in  the  funds  of  Qreat 
Britain,  bat  we  are  not  liable  to  taxation  for 
that  stock. 

Alter  a  ftw  vords  tma  Mr.  Bpuaui,  In  »- 
plaoatton  of  his  Tiem, 


I^mAT,  Jono  1. 
Ami     a«  Unitei  8tate»^Seeharter. 

The  Senate  dtting  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bank  bill  was 
resamed — ^the  qaestion  still  pending  on  Mr. 
HooB^a  ameomDent,  giviBg  tbe  several  States 
fhepowttof  tazilkg  the  ismea  and  loans  <tf  the 
bank ;  and  on  Ur.  Bpuoim^  motion  to  strike 
ottt  80  maoh  of  the  same,  and  to  sabetatatq  a 
olaose  to  dMribnte  ttie  bonus  to  be  pud  by  the 
bank  unoDg  the  States,  according  to  their  fed- 
eral numbers. 

Hr.  Bran  The  amendments  proposed 

embraced,  he  said,  two  diBtincrt  questions.  Tbe 
first  qnestiott  rdated  to  the  propriety  of  reo(^- 
nizing  the  power  of  taxation  in  the  several 
States  within  liieir  own  jnrisdiotlon ;  and  the 
amendraent  to  this  went  to  ahr(^atc  snob 
power,  and  to  snbstitnte  a  correlative  propon- 
tioD  in  its  place,  enacting  that  the  bonas  to  be 
pud  by  the  bfuUc  for  Us  exdosive  privileges 
and  franobiae  abonld  be  distributed  amcmg  the 
Stafcea.  Now,  fbr  his  part,  he  conld  not  uree 
to  Bodi  aubstitate ;  for  he  oonld  not  yidd  np 
the  qneation  of  the  power  of  taxation  in  the 
States.  Sooh  a  snbstitnte  wonld  seem  an  at- 
tempt to  change  tbe  nature  of  the  ori^al  fed- 
eral compact — to  enlarge  it — to  make  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Government  more  tran- 
soendent  than  at  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
oonstitation.  As  regarded  the  first  question, 
relative  to  the  powte  of  taxing  residing  in  the 
Btates,  it  had  been  ai^ed  in  two  ways  that  it 
did  not  exist;  that  this  oonld  be  proved  by  the 
decision  of  the  Sapreme  Ooort;  and  again^ 
ihatj  if  it  did  not  exist  under  the  old  charter 
of  the  bonk,  Congress  oonld  not  gtvo  it  now. 
It  waa  with  the  greatest  rehictanoe  that  he 
would  impugn  any  decision  of  the  Sapreme 
Court ;  for,  tiutn  himself,  no  man  had  a  hi^er 
opinion  of  its  merits,  or  held  it  in  hi^er  re- 
spect. But,  nevertheless,  he  would  not  blindly 
sarrender  his  jodgment  to  any  tribunal,  how- 
ever exalted,  when  it  was  evident  its  jndgmeiit 
was  erroneous.  And  when  the  Supreme  Oonrt 
erred,  be  wonld  not  hesitate  to  express  his  dis- 
sent. And,  in  the  case  of  HcOulloch  against 
the  bank,  it  was  hie  opinion  that  the  oonrt  had 
so  erred,  tiiat  its  daemon  amounted  to  a 
dtm.  The  principles  and  the  premises  there 
assumed  were  erroneous — of  omaequenoe,  so 
was  the  onuAiuion.  It  was  also  aryned  that, 


if  the  power  of  taxation  were  granted,  it  in- 
clnded  the  power  to  destroy.  He  (Mr.  B.)  de- 
nied the  pr(n>osition,  and  would  contend  that 
the  power  of  taxation  included  the  power  to 
protect.  The  ailment  was  only  accordant 
with  tyrannical  principles,  not  with  repnblican 
dootriuee.  IfVras  one  which  could  not  be  e>- 
tfdsed  in  a  repuUio.  Where,  w^n,  the  poww 
of  tazatitm  Is  gruted,  he  would  assert  that  &e 
par^  enrdung  thb  ri^  fa  bound  to  protect 
those  taxed  in  am  thereof  the  same  as  otha 
institutions.  If  the  arsnment  were  conceded, 
it  would  allow  of  the  diBtinction  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  bank,  and  the  iodividoal  proper^ 
of  the  stockholders.  And  what  would  become 
of  the  property  of  foreigners?  Every  day's 
experience  showed  the  result  of  taxation  within 
our  jurisdicti<m;  if  fttreign  merchants  intro- 
duced goods,  they  were  taxed  at  the  very 
threshold,  no  matter  where  tbe  owners  were 
domiciled,  and  the  proteotion  of  thdr  rights  of 
property  followed.  It  waa  a  universal  princi- 
ple, that  our  power  to  tax  fbreign  goods,  on 
thdr  introduction,  involved  protection,  not 
confiscation.  The  latter  power  would  be  that 
of  a  demon,  not  that  of  a  civilired  Oovwn- 
ment.  If  real  estate  is  purchased  by  this  cor- 
poration, as  such,  it  is  not,  it  is  true,  the  pn^ 
erty  of  A  or  B,  but  of  the  stookholdws  at  Uige. 
It  b  united  property,  and  as  a  whole,  like  other 

Sroperty,  is  a  &lr  subject  of  taxation.  Again : 
id  he  hold  his  property  in  the  bank,  he  thought 
that  it  should  not,  for  that  reason,  be  exempt 
from  taxation.  And  why  should  not  corpora- 
tions be  taxed  t  Faoultles  were  taxed.  Look 
at  our  ear^  laws  for  internal  improrements. 
Lawyers  were  taxed  for  the  right  of  exercising 
their  profession ;  and  even  our  Administration 
— the  property  hi  their  hands,  under  executory 
deeds,  was  a  sulject  of  taxation.  He  woidd 
ask  why,  if  a  person  chose  to  invest  his  proiH 
erty  or  his  money  in  this  manner,  in  a  corpora- 
tion, it  should  not  be  liable  to  taxation.  Has 
it  not  more  profit  when  thus  invested,  than  in 
any  other  mode,  and  not  subject  to  as  much 
labor  or  attention  on  the  part  ^  tbe  individual  t 
It  was  known  that,  after  the  payment  of  all 
expenses,  it  left  a  clear  dividend,  equal,  if  not 
more  than  i»op6rty  otherwise  Invested.  It 
ahould  be  taxed,  in  his  opinion,  above  all  other 
property,  beoanse  it  allowed  the  stockholders, 
witnont  any  trouble  on  their  part,  to  exercise 
their  tUfferent  avocations  and  professions ;  and 
that  it  was  the  fairest  select  of  taxation  in  the 
world,  because  it  allowed  its  owner  other  dis* 
posal  of  his  time. 

As  tfais  tax  formed  a  portion  of  the  revenue 
of  the  country,  it  must  be  manifest  that  the 
power  to  impose  it  existed  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment from  the  adoption  ef  the  Federal 
Tlnion.  When  the  constitution  was  formed, 
the  right  was  never  doubted.  But  this  power 
(taking  it  for  granted)  in  the  Uuited  Statea  was 
possewed  as  concurrent  by  t^e  aeveral  States^ 
unless  where,  by  their  ova  oonsent,  it  waa  ez- 
preBdydadedthsnbythsoonstitiithHU  Within 


Digitized  by 


Google 


m  .   ABBIDQMKWT  OF   


their  own  jarisdiotion  they  poMeaaed  as  full 
and  coocorreat  pow«r  of  taxaUon  u  the  Gen- 
eral Government  lb  pror«  this,  he  would 
refer  to  the  earij  ezporitton  of  this  part  of  our 
ooutitationf  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  when 
it  was  necMwrily  beit  luidentood.  It  woald 
be  found  in  the  *'  FederaUst,"  page  82,  written 
by  Alexander  Hamilton. 

Be  had  alrea^  endeaTwed  to  ihow,  by  the 
<^nidoaa  ct  Hamilton,  and  hii  ezpoaiUon  ot  Uu 
OMutitntiMi,  that  the  Beveral  Statw  poooeiwed  a 
oonourrent  power  of  taxation  with  the  Govern- 
ment itMlf^  nnleea  when  d^ned  to  the  eon* 
trary ;  and  theie  were  limited  to  two  nbjeets, 
vi&,  importe  and  exports,  tiie  taxing  of  wbieh 
la  plaoed  in  the  Govemment  alone.  The  in- 
come on  the  public  lands,  wbieh  had  ^noe  been 
created,  mif^t  be  also  adduced ;  bat  where  the 
tlnited  States  had  laid  a  tax  on  them,  did  it 
prevent  the  State  GoTemment  Ham  taxing  tlie 
aaraeV  Both  had  done  ad.  If  the  United 
States  laid  its  hand  ob  some  parUonlar  objects 
for  taxation,  whether  eUtvea,  land  tax,  w  other 
things,  it  did  not  plaoe  aa  exdnrive  right  in  the 
Government ;  beuose,  exeroised  in  those  par- 
tknlara,  the  State  was  deprived  of  the  like 
power,  bnt  had  likewise  a  correlative,  a  con- 
oomnt  ^wer.  Nor  does  it  f(dlow  that,  if  tiiis 
oorporation  l>e  invested  with  owtain  immoni- 
ties,  they  ^all  iwerate  as  a  bar  agunst  the 
right  inherent  in  the  States.  Such  privileges, 
if  invested  in  tiiose  individoals  in  their  corpo- 
rate ci4>aoity,  would  resemble  the  old  noblesse 
In  Fraueev  whoee  estates  wwe  exempt  feook  all 
taxation,  throwing  the  harden  on  toe  peoplck 
and  create  in  this  eoontry  n  snat  UMiqrea 
•ristocraoy,  a  privileged  oIhb.  He  woold  never 
consent  to  anon  privu^^es.  Ont  of  a  capital  of 
thirU-six  millions,  only  seven  were  owned  by 
the  Oovemment,  thos  leaving  twenty-nine  mil- 
lions of  exempted  proptfty.  Then,  as  regarded 
tiie  prapwtj  owned  by  non-reeidenta,  which,  it 
would  wpear,  amoonted  to  one-fourth  of  the 
whole.  JBy  the  delusion  of  the' Snpreme  Oonrt, 
that  we  conld  not  tax  tiie  subjects  of  a  foreign 
Government^  this  property  was  exempt ;  and  if 
this  Argument;  sod  decusion  were  correct,  the 
whole  stock'of  the  bank  might  be  transferred, 
and  thus  a  general  sxemption  take  plsoe. 
Could  this  be  allowedt  And  were.the States 
to  be  oalled  on  by  their  authority,  to  give  their 
proteoljon  to  the  officers  of  thiso(H*pcvati<m  resi- 
dent within  them,  and  yet  be  restricted  frqm 
taxing  the  property  and  the  individuals  thus 
protected?  He  would  ask,  what  boon  was 
given  to  the  States  in  lieu  ? 

Itr.  B.  referred  to  the  laws  that  bad  already 
been  passed  for  taxing  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  third  volume  of  the  Laws  of 
the  United  Statea,  would  be  found  on  impon- 
tion  of  a  'direct  tax,  and,  among  other  things, 
the  law  imposes  a  staritp  tax  on  the  notes  of  all 
the  banks;  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
then,  existing  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  had  a  tax  imposed  on  it,  and  did  make 
the  compodtioiL  of  one  per  osnt.  provided  to- 


by that  law.   The  other  law  was  that  •£  1818, 
which  law  imposed  a  tax  on  banks,  and  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  tbeu  ex- 
empted.  If  the  GoTenunoit,  then,  poesems 
the  power  of  taxiu  the  United  States  Bank, 
how  is  it  that  the  States  are  to  be  divMted  of 
that  power  t    It  has  been  said  that,  if  tins 
power  be  oonoeded  to  the  SUt«^  they  viB  set 
widely  and  iaeiaddsrately,  and-tax  lb*  bank 
to  its  ruin.   But,  because  a  power  Hiay  be 
abused,  does  it  argue  that  this  power  dees  not 
exist  f   If  this  be  conceded,  it  would  prohibit 
the  exertise  of  all  lawful  power,  both  by  the 
Federal  and  State  Goveramenta.  He  meant  no 
disrespect  to  tbe  OouKress  of  the  United  States, 
when  he  asked  if  there  had  never  been  «n 
abuse,  w  indisareet  exovisettf  power,  on  their 
part  Where  was  the  remedy,  when  there  wss 
such  an  tndiflcreet  exerrise  of  power  I  There 
was  ncHie,  other  than  In  the  returning  good 
sense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States^  msa- 
cAmA  through  their  rwreswtstives.    He  sA- 
mitted  that  the  State  lA  Ohio  bad  aeted  bidis- 
ereetly  in  taxing  tbe  bank  so  cxtraragutly  m 
she  did.   But  wt  us  review  the  drouSutoness 
under  which  Ae  acted.   At  the  close  cf  tbe 
war,  thwe  was  no  Bank  of  tbe  United  States 
but  the  eurrenoy  of  the  country  was  confined 
to  notes  of  the  State  banks.   The  Govsnusent 
applied  to  these  banks,  and  urged  them  to  take 
its  loans.   He  was  in  Congreas  at  the  time  thst 
the  oashiera  attended,  and  exposed  tibe  situa- 
tion of  the  bank.   We  have  no  money,  ssid 
they:  bnt  we  have  stock  onwhidi  we  make 
onr  disooouts;  we  omuider  tUs  cash,  which 
oonld  be  realiied  in  time  of  psaes^  but  now  not 
available.  Every  bonk  ^iplwd  to,  thus  expesod 
their  aituation,  and  dedarad  theb  fawMUty  te 
lend;  that  when  war  came,  their  ^tnation 
would  be  perilous,  for  the  stock  on  which  they 
relied,  and  which  yielded  than  six  per  cent, 
could  not  be  tamed  into  money,  in  ease  of  a 
pressure  on  their  banks.   The  rvfiy  of  the  Seo- 
retai7  was  that  of  a  statesman.   Ttw  Govern- 
ment, said  he^  must  have  money ;  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  specue  paymenta  by  the  banks 
oeased;  tbe  Govemmeiit  oontinned  to 
TreoMury  notes  to  them,  and  tfiey  continoed  to 
"make  hwos  to  the  Government  The  notes  of 
these  banks  not  paying  ^etoe,  were  taken  to 
an  immense  amount,  and  circnlated  throngbout 
tiie  comtry,  for  tbe  payment  of  the  tnx^  sod 
for  the  purchase  of  all  the  supplies  needed  to 
carry  on  the  war ;  fox,  unfortunately,  the  banfes 
that  did  pay  spepie,  reAieed  to  lend  money  to 
support  an  "  unnfttnral  and  unjust  war."  When 
peace  came,  no  time  was  allowed  bo  these 
banks,  who  had  put  into  orcnlaUon  such  a  vast 
amount  of  notes  in  order  to  serve  the  Govern- 
ment, to  call  in  (heir  circulation;  but,  forgetful 
of  the  benefits  recuved  tnm  than,  the  Gov- 
wrament  immediately  cenoM  another  bank,  to 
oompd  those  banks  to  find  qieaie  for  the 
amount  thM  had  oat  What  was  tke  oonse- 
qnencsV   The  Bank  of  tbe  United  fitatea  went 
into  cperation  with  not  three  ntilUoas,  and,  in 
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less  than  eighteen  mootbs,  isioed  notes  to  the 
smonnt  of  Mghteea  millions,  which  was  after- 
warda  reduced  to  ntne  millions.  .The  State 
banks  vere  druned  of  their  specie  to  sapply 
the  Ba&k  of  the  United  States,  (upwards  of 
seventj-two  millions  were  drawn  mm  Ken- 
tucky and  Ohio  alone,)  nntU  tb^  found  them- 
aelvee  in  a  sltnatioa  of  great  depressdon  and 
dmbarrasBtneat,  and  many  of  them  were  mined. 
Now,  it  was  not  astonishing  that,  In  this  state 
of  things,  whan  anch  a  bMom  m  destrnotion 
was  sweeping  awmj  the  State  Instttolioni,  and 
the  fortnnes  of  indlvidaals  eonneoted  with 
them,  that  there  nhoold  have  been  sneh  an  ex- 
citement as  caused  the  legislation  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  before  referred  to.  At  that  very  time, 
the  State  of  Kentrfcky  was  etaploying,  throagh 
the  mediam  of  her  State  bai^K,  a  capital  of 
seven  hundred  and^fty  thonsand  dollars,  ao- 
qnired  by  the  sale  of  her  Oreen  River  lands. 
This  was  the  case,  also,  with  the  State  of  Ohio, 
who  made  a  similar  investment  of  her  capital. 
The  bank  Interfered,  and  these  State  institn- 
tioos  were  ruined.  Here  was  the  cause  of  the 
eztfBordiilary  exdiement  whidi  prodnoed  that 
exfiraonUnary  taxadnn  of  a  bank  that  had  pro- 
dtreed  so  much  fa^uiy.  He  waa  not  now  aif  u- 
faig  the  questitm  whether  the  bonk  shonld  be 
reohartered  or  not;  be  was  only  contending 
that,  if  tt  should  be  rechartered,  it  should  not 
be  in  saoh  a  way  as  to  have  the  power  of 
Iveaking  down  ^e  State  insUtotions. 

Mr.  Ddblbt  said  that,  recognizing  the  right 
oi  the  several  States  to  ^ve  ins^ctions  to 
their  Senators,  who  ought  to  consider  them- 
selves bound  to  obey  them,  he  had  no  difficulty 
in  yidding  a  ready  obedience  to  the  instmc- 
tions  oontMned  in  the  resolutions  he  then  held 
in  his  hands.  These  resolutions  weia  adopted 
at  the  late  aesriiHi  of  the  LegisUtnre  m  tiie 
State  of  New  York,  and  had  new  yet  been 

{•resented  to  the  Senate.  The  anbjeot  had  a 
ong  time  been  under  discussion,  and  that  reso- 
lution had  finally  received  the  concurrence  of 
a  m^ority  of  two-thirds  of  the  L^islatare. 
He  believed,  therefore,  that  they  spoke  the 
language  of  a  m^ority  of  the  State.  He 
shonld  accordingly  vote  ^inat  the  bill,  in 
whatever  shape  or  form  it  might  t>e  modified. 
He  took  tMs  opportunity  of  expresnng  his  dis- 
approbation to  granting  a  great  moneyed  mo- 
iH^ly  in  oonsideration  of  a  bonus.  He  con- 
curred in  the  prindples  «f  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  affirm- 
ing tihei^tft  of  the  States  to  tax  the  branohea 
of  the  bank  to  the  extent  tiiot  they  tax  their 
own  institutions,  and  shonld  ^ve  to  th^  amend- 
ment his  support.  In  the  State  of  New  York, 
which  had  a  banking  capital  of  twenty-four 
milUona,  all  paid  in,  and  many  insnranoe  and 
other  incorporated  companies,  aU  such  institu- 
tions were  taxed,-  not  by  the  State,  for  there 
waa  no  State  tax,  so  called,  but  taxed  under  the 
antiiority  of  the  State  for  local  purposes.  The 
taxes  raised  teom  forty  to  eighty  cents,  averag- 
ing aiboafe  fUtj  eents  on  tlM  «ie  hundred  AA- 
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lars.  He  folt  that  he  should  neglect  tiie  inter- 
ests of  %ht  State  he  represented  here,  if  he  did 
not  urfe  the  introduction  of  a  clause  in  the 
bill,  reserving  to  the  States  the  right  to  tax  tbe 
branches  of  th^  bank  equally  with  their  insti- 
tutions. He  asked  the  reading  of  the  resolu-  * 
tions,  and  that  they  might  be  lud  on  the  table. 
Mr.  D.  then  handed  in  and  tbe  Secretary  read 
tiie  resolutions  adopted  by  both  branches  of  the 
Legislatare  of  New  Ywk,  ioatraotii^  Uieir 
Senators  and  requesting  thdr  Representatives 
in  Oongresi  to  oppose  tiie  leehartoing  of  the 
Bank  tS  the  TTnlted  States. 

Mr.  Behtov  aM :  The  amendment  offered  by 
tiie  Senator  from  Alabama  (Hr.  Moon)  was 
declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  both  to 
reftise  admiaeion  of  these  branch  bs^pcs  Into 
their  limits,  and  to  tax  them  like  other  prop- 
erty, if  admitted ;  if  this  amendment  was  struck 
ou^  it  was  tantamount  to  a  legislative  declara- 
tion that  no  snch  rights  existed,  and  would 
operate  as  a  confirmation  of  the  decision  of  th% 
Supreme  Gourt  to  that  effect.  It  is  to  no  pur- 
posff  to  say  that  tbe  r^ection  of  tiie  amendmeat 
will  leave  the  charter  sUent  upon  the  suliject ; 
and  the  rishts  at  the  States,  whatsoevmr  they 
may  b&  wUl  remrin  in  fhll  foroe.  That  is  the 
state  of  the  eztoting  charter.  It  is  rilent  upon 
the  subject  of  State  taxation;  and  in  that 
silence  the  Supreme  Court  has  spoken,  and 
nullified  the  rights  of  the  States.  That  court 
has  decided  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
is  independent  of  State  legislation  I  conse- 
quentiy,  that  she  may  send  branches  into  the 
States  in  defiance  of  their  laws,  and  jkeep  them 
there  withont  the  payment  of  tax.  This  is  the 
decision ;  and  the  dedsion  of  the  court  is  tbe 
law  of  the  land ;  so  that.  If  no  declaratory 
clause  is  put  into  the  charter,  it  cannot  be  said 
that  the  new  charter  will  be  silent,  as  tiie  <dd 
<nie  was.  The  voice  of  the  Supreme  Court  la 
now  heard  in  that  silence,  proclaiming  the  an- 
premacy  of  the  bank,  and  the  degradation  of 
the  States;  and,  unless  we  interpose  now  to 
countervail  that  voice  by  a  legislative  declara- 
tion, it  will  be  Imposdble  for  the  States  to  re- 
sist it,  except  by  measures  whleb  no  one  wishes 
to  contemplate. 

The  argument  that  these  branches  are  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  Federal  Government  to  carry 
on  its  fiscal  operations,  and^  therefore,  ought  to 
be  independent  of  State  I^islation,  is  answered 
and  ti^nged  by  a  matto*  of  fbot,  namdy,  ttiat 
Otngress  nself  has  determined  otiierwise,  and 
that  In  tiie  very  (barter  of  the  bank.  The 
charter  limits  the  ri^t  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  the  establishment  of  a  sin^e  brftnch, 
and  that  one  in  the  District  of  Columbia  i  The 
branch  at  this  place,  and  the  parent  bank  at 
^iladelphia,  are  fdl  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  stipulated  for.  All  beyond  that  is 
1^  to  the  bank  itself  to  establish  brandies  in 
the  States  or  not,  as  it  suited  its  own  interest, 
or  to  employ  State  hanks,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  .do  the 
business  of  the  branches  for  the  United  States. 
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Cononw  is  eontented  with  State  bMln  to  do 
flie  nutaUH  of  the  branehee  in  the  States ;  and, 
ttimfiH*^  anthorizes  the  tut  case  whi^  gea- 
tieiMB  apprebeud  and  so  loaoly  deprecate,  tbat 
Kev  York  may  refuse  her  sss^t  to  the  oon- 
tinaanoe  of  the  branches  within  her  limits,  and 
send  the  pnblic  deposits  to  the  State  bauks. 
This  is  what  the  charter  contemplates.  Look 
at  the  charter ;  see  the  fonrteeath  article  of  the 
donstitation  of  the  bank ;  it  makes  it  optionair 
with  the  directors  of  the  hsnk  to  establiui 
brandies  in  soch  States  aa  they  shall  think  fit, 
with  the  alteniatiTe  (rf  udng  State  banks  as  thab 
-  aabatttotea  in  Statee  In  which  tbitj  do  not 
oboose  to  establish  branches.  This  brings  the 
astabliafament  of  branches  to  a  private  amur,  a 
mere  qoestion  of  profit  and  loss  to  the  bank 
ttadf ;  aAd  rats  op  dj  the  roota  the  whole  ar- 
gument of  the  necessity  of  these  branches  to 
the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Federal  Gorem- 
lAent.   The  establialunent  of  branches  in  the 

«tates  is,  then,  a  private  concern,  and  presents 
lis  question :  shall  non-residents  and  aliens — 
even  alien  enemies,  for  such  they  may  be — have 
•  right  to  carry  on  ttie  trade  of  banking  within 
the  umita  of  the  States,  without  tfadr  oonsen^ 
withoat  liability  to  tazatiffli,  and  withont  amenar 
bility  to  State  Jcgidation?  The  suggestion  tbat 
the  Ui^ted  States  owns  an  interest  in  this 
bank,  b  of  no  avail.  If  she  owned  it  all,  it 
woidd  stiU  be  sul^ect  to  tazaUon,  like  all  other 
property  is  which  she  holds  in  the  States.  The 
Unas  which  she  had  obtuned  from  individoals 
in  satisfaotion  of  debts,  were  all  snbject  to  tax- 
ation; the  public  lands  which  she  held  by 
grante  from  the  States,  or  parcbases  from 
foreign  powers,  were  only  exempted  from  tax- 
ation by  virtue  of  compacts,  ana  the  payment 
of  five  per  centum  on  the  proceeds  o(  the  sales 
for  that  exemption. 

The  ri^t  of  the  States  to  tax  banking  fauti- 
tntions  «  every  kind.  State  or  fbderal«  is  jost  as 
dear,  and  resta  upon  the  same  foundation,  as 
her  right  to  tax  land  and  bouses,  merchants  and 
Jewellers,  ferries  and  taverns.  The  right  clearly 
exists  with  respect  to  the  branches  of  the 
United  States  Bank:  and  ou^ht  Congress  to 
destroy  that  right,  by  refusing  to  insert  a 
declaratory  clause  to  protect  it  agidnst  the  de- 
cision of  Uie  Supreme  Coort  t  Cn  all  the  sati- 
jecta  of  taxation,  the  moneyed  power  is  the 
most  suitable  and  proper.  Jews  were  taxed, 
and  enormously  taxed,  all  over  Europe,  b^oaoae 
thciy  dealt  in  nuHiey.  Tbey  were  made  to  bear 
the  chief  burden  of  taxamn,  because,  having 
moat  mon^,  Ihey  were  most  able  to  bear  it. 
These  bnnch  Imuiu  ought  to  be  taxed,  at  least 
aa  mooh  aa  the  citizens  of  the  State,  upon  the 
same  principle.  These  foreigners  and  non-reu- 
denta,  carrying  on  the  trade  of  banking  within 
a  State,  and  making  immense  smna  out  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  to  be  carried  off  and  ex- 
pended dsewbere,  and  contributing  nothing  to 
the  military  defence  of  the  State,  onght  cer- 
tainly to  contribute  in  money  to  the  support  of 
the  CFoTwnment  from  which  they  d^ve  all 
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the  bmefita  ot  wealth  and  protection.  Tbe 
lands  of  non-residents,  and  of  aliens,  are  not 
exempted  from  taxation;  why  shomd  their 
banks  be  exempted  I  Great  is  ue  profit  which 
they  derive  from  the  K»nHng  busmess :  gtest 
is  uie  power  which  it  g^ves  ^m  over  the  per- 
BCHis  and  tlie  property  of  our  citiaens.  The 
bank  debt  is  now  about  seventy  milliona  of  dol- 
lars, which  cannot  be  a  less  annual  tax  upon 
the  people  of  this  Union  than  five  or  six  nil- 
Uoos  of  dollars.  In  the  West  alcHie  the  debt  is 
near  thirfy  milliona,  and  the  annual  int«reet| 
with  exchange  and  other  ohai;ge&  near  thres 
miUioiu.  The  abdnotlcm  of  speae  tnm  tbe 
South  and  West,  by  tbe  operation  of  then 
branches,  is  now  asc^tained  to  exceed  twenly* 
three  millions  of  dollars  I  Of  this  immeiws 
sum,  Louisville  has  fbmished  one  milliou  one 
hundred  and  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and 
nxty-three  dollars;  Cinclbuatl  six  hnodred 
and  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars;  fitt*- 
burg,  about  nine  hundred  thousand ;  St.  Lonifl, 
three  hundred  thousand,  (within  the  last  two 
years ;)  Kew  Orleans,  about  twelve  millions  of 
dollars,  bendes  near  a  million  more  shipped 
^reot  to  Ennyfc  withont  pasnng  tbnmgh  tbe 
mother  bank,  when  earned  to  Rdladelphii^ 
much  of  this  q>ede  is  sent  abroad,  to  be  sold  at 
a  premium  in  Eorope.  About  five  millioDs  of 
dollars  have  thus  been  exported  and  sdd  by 
the  bank  within  a  few  years  at  a  premium  of 
ninety  seven  thonsand  one  hundred  and  fortr 
dollars ;  and,  in  lieu  of  «^ie  thus  abdncted 
from  the  South  and  West,  these  secUoua  us 
deluged  with  a  small  pi^r  currency,  as  ille^ 
as  it  is  uDBOund  and  vicious,  and  practicuTy 
onconvertible  into  specie,  because  it  is  made 
payable  five  hundred  or  a  thonsand  miles  oft 
AU  the  flonrishing  cities  of  tbe  West  are  mort- 
gaged to  This  mcmeyed  power.  They  may  be 
ddvonred  1^  it  at  any  moment.  They  are  in 
the  jawa  of  the  monster  I  A  lump  cS  batter  b 
the  mouth  of  a  dogl  one  gulp,  mie  swallow, 
and  all  is  gone  1 

The  qu^on  was  then  taken  on  stiildiig  out 
Mr.  HooBB^s  amendment,  and  decided  in  tbs 
affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

TtAa.— Hessrs.  Bsll,  Buokner,  CUj,  ClsTton, 
Dallas,  Swing,  Foot,  Frelingfaujsen,  HeinlriclD^ 
Holmes,  Johneton,  Knight,  iSaudsin,  Poindester, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  RunlM,  SeytDour,  l^dwe,  Snut\ 
§pngae,  Tipton,  Tti^nson,  Waggaraao,  Webster, 
WniunB— S«. 

Ni.TS. — Uessra.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  IHckersoD, 
Dudley,  EUis,  Qrundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  Eii^ 
Mangnm,  lUircy,  ■  Ifiller,  Moore,  TtHtinw,  Tut- 
weD,  WUle— 18. 

Satubdat,  June  3. 

Santo/ the  United  Statm—IUeharta'. 

The  Senate  again,  ritting  as  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  resumed  the  connderatlon  of  the 

bank  bill. 

The  series  of  amendmenta  aubmitted  fay  Vr. 
Bkntos  came  up  in.  order. 


AmA         UwUti  (UMtn  Ettkwrtm. 
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The  first  iras  in  the  following  ifbrds: 
"Tbftt  BO  much  of  the  original  ehirter  mtc- 
Btricts  uij  Aiture  Congreae  from  granting  charten 
of  incorporatioa  to  other  banking  companieo,  and 
grants  an  exclorive  priTilcce  to  the  otouhoIderB  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  diall  b«,  and  the 
game  hereby  is,  repealed  ttom  and  after  the  tUid 
da;  of  Maieh,  in  the  jmc  one  thouMBd  ei|^  him- 
OnA  and  tUrty<dx.'' 

Ht.  finraoir  pdoted  out  the  dames  in  the 
chBrter  whieh  granted  ttie  exdnrive  privilege, 
and  imposed  the  restriotion,  which  it  was  the 
object  of  his  motion  to  abolUh;  and  read  a 
part  of  the  SIst  section,  which  enacted  that  no 
other  bank  shonld  be  established  by  any  futore 
law  of  the  United  States,  doriDg  the  oontiDnanoe 
of  that  charter,  and  which  pledged  the  futh 
of  the  United  States  to  the  obserranoe  of  the 
monopoly  thereby  created.  He  sud  the  privi- 
le^  of  Imnking,  here  granted,  was  an  excmsiTe 
privil^e,  a  monopoly,  and  an  inraaion  of  the 
rights  of  all  fbtnre  Ooogresses^  aa  well  as  of  the 
ri^ta  o£  citizens  ci  the  Umou,  for  the  teim 
the  charter  had  to  ran,  and  wldch  mi^t  be 
conddered  perpetual;  as  ibis  was  the  last  lime 
that  tlu  pecn>Ie  opold  erer  make  head  against 
the  new  political  power  which  raised  itself  in 
the  form  of  the  bank  to  overbalance  every 
other  power  in  the  Government.  This  exoln- 
sive  privilege  la  contrary  to  the  genins  of  oar 
Government,  which  is  a  Government  of  eqoal 
rights  and  not  of  ezdnsive  privileges ;  and  it  is 
clearly  nnaathorized  by  the  constttntion,  which 
only  admits  of  exelosive  imvil^es  in  two  soli- 
tary, speeiied  cases,  and  each  of  these  founded 
QpoD  a  natar^  right,  the  ca^e  of  authors  and 
inventors ;  to  whom  Congress  is  aathorized  to 
grant,  for  a  limited  time,  we  exolonve  privilege 
of  selling  their  own  writings  and  discoveriea 
Bat  in  ue  case  of  this  charter  there  is  no  nat- 
ur^  right,  and  it  may  be  well  said  there  ia  no 
limited  time ;  and  the  monopoly  is  far  more 
glaring  and  indefensible  now  than  when  first 
grantM ;  for  then  the  charter  was  not  granted 
to  any  particolar  set  of  individnals,  bat  lay  open 
to  ail  to  snbscribe  to  it;  bnt  now  it  is  to  be 
eontinned  to  a  particular  set,  and  many  of  them 
foreigners,  and  all  of  whom,  or  their  assignees, 
had  already  enjoyed  the'  privilege  for  twenty 
years.  If  ^la  company  sncceeds  now  in  getting 
their  monopoly  oontinaed  for  fifteen  Tcar^ 
they  will  so  entrench  themselves  in  wealth  and 
power,  tliat  tiiey  «iS  be  enabled  to  perpebiate 
tfaeir  diarter,  and  trsnamit  it  as  a  private  in- 
heritance to  their  poatNi^.  Oar  Government 
deliehts  in  rotation  of  office;  aU  officers,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  are  amenable  to  that 
principle ;  no  one  is  soffered  to  remain  in  pow- 
er thirty-five  years ;  and  why  shonld  one  com- 
pany have  the  command  of  the  moneyed  pow- 
er of  America  for  that  long  period }  Oan  it  be 
the  wish  of  any  person  to  establish  an  oligarchy 
with  nnlroanded  wealth  and  perpetual  existence, 
to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  nobility  and  mon- 
archy in  this  America! 

The  reatriodon  vjfoa  fbture  Oongreaaea  is  at 
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wv  with  erecy  printnple  of  conatitntional  rii^t 
and  legislative  eqtiality.  If  the  ocnistitution  has 
given  to  one  Confess  the  right  to  charter 
banks,  it  has  given  it  to  eveiy  one.  If  this 
Congress  has  a  right  to  establish  a  bank,  every 
other  Ckmgreaa  baa.  The  power  to  tie  the 
hands  of  onr  snooessors  ia  nowhere  given  to 
as;  wlMt  we  can  do,  our  saooeaaors  can;  a 
lefnalative  body  ia  alwi^a  equal  to  itsetC  To 
make,  mi  to  amend;  to  Ao,  and  tonndo;  ia 
the  prerogative  of  eaoh.  Bat  here  the  attempt 
is  to  do  what  we  oorselvea  cannot  amend— what 
our  snooeBSora  cannot  amend--end  what  oar 
suooessora  are  forbidden  to  imitate,  or  to  do  in 
any  fonn.  This  shows  the  danger  of  aasaming 
implied  powers.  If  the  power  to  establish  a 
national  bank  had  been  expressly  granted,  then 
the  exercise  of  that  power,  being  once  exerted, 
would  be  exhausted,  uid  no  ftirmer  legislation 
would  remain  to  be  done ;  but  this  power  ia 
now  assumed  apon  oonstmotioo,  after  having 
been  twice  rejected  in  the  convention  which 
framed  the  conatitntion,  and  la,  thereficve,  with- 
out limitation  as  to  number  or  diaraoter.  l£r. 
Hadison  was  6xpreeB  in  Ms  opinions  in  the  year 
1791,  that,  if  there  was  one  bank  chartered, 
there  ought  to  be  several  t  The  geuios  of  the 
British  monarchy,  he  stid,  favored  the  concen- 
tration of  wealth  and  power  I  In  America,  the 
genius  of  the  Government  required  the  diffiosion 
of  wealth  and  power.  The  establishment  of 
branches  did  not  satisfy  the  principle  of  diffusion. 
Several  independent  banks  alone  could  do  it. 
The  branches,  instead  of  lessening  the  wealth 
and  power  of  the  single  institution,  greatly  in- 
creased both,  ^y  giving  to  the  great  central 
parent  bank  an  oisanization  and  ramification 
whieh  pervaded  me  whole  Union,  drawing 
wealtJli  rrom  every  part,  and  subjecting  every 
part  to  the  operations,  political  and  pecuniary, 
of  the  central  institntHm.  Bat  this  restriction 
ties  up  the  hands  of  Congress  ftom  granting 
other  ofaartera.  Behave  asitmay — plange  into 
all  elections — convulse  the  country  '^th  expan- 
sions and  contractions  of  paper  cnrrency-Hfail 
in  its  ability  to  help  the  merohanta  to  pay  th^r 
bonds — stc^  payment,  and  leave  the  Govern- 
ment no  option  but  to  receive  its  dishonored 
notes  in  revenue  payments — and  still  it  would 
be  secure  of  its  monopoly ;  the  hands  of  all  fa- 
trae  Congreasea  would  be  tied  np ;  andnorival^ 
or  additfonal  banks  ooold  be  estaUlahed,  to 
hiAA  k  in  dieok,  or  to  snpply  ita  place. 

Kr.  B.  ooneloded  lus  remarb  with  showing 
the  origin,  and  also  the  extinction  of  this  doc- 
trine in  England.  A  tory  Parliament  In  the 
reign  of  Qneen  Anne  had  firat  granted  an  ex- 
oliuive  privilege  to  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
imposed  a  restriction  upon  the  right  of  fatare 
Parliaments  to  establish  another  bank ;  and  the 
Ministry  of  1826  had  condemned  this  doctrine, 
and  proscribed  its  continuance  in  England. 
The  charter  granted  to  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  to  the  existing  bank  had  ci^ied 
those  obnoxioas  clauses;  but  now  that  they 
were  ooodemned  In  England  aa  too  nqjnat  and 
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odious  for  tliat  monarohial  conotry,  they  ot^t 
oertainly  to  be  discarded  in  this  repnbUa  where 
equal  rights  were  the  vital  principlq  and  ruling 
feature  of  all  our  inititntiona. 

There  irtfi  now  a  call  fbr  the  qneeUon ;  and, 
<m  dtTiiian,  the  amendment  wasiqeoted,  a*  tti' 
Iowa: 

TiAS.— Meters.  Benton,  Brown,  Dudley,'  EUis, 
Graudj,  Hayne,  HiU,  Kane,  King,  Varey,  MiUer, 
Moore,  Tunrall,  Tronp,  Trier,  White— 16. 

Katb.— Uessrs.  BeO,  Bnckner,  Ci*f,  Oayton, 
Dallu,  Ewlng,  Foot,  FreUoffhnTsen,  Hendrieka, 
Bc^mee,  Jofanston,  Knlgbt,  Naudaln,  Foiodexter, 
Prentln,  Bobbioi,  Romnaon,  RwglM,  Seyraour, 
Hlflbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tipton,  TmuBosod,  Wag- 
gunao,  Webster^SS. 

lb.  Bmmi^  aeocmd  amendment  waa  aa  fol- 
lowa: 

"That  the  itockholden  in  s^d  corporation  shall 
be  Bable  in  their  Individual  and  private  capocitiea 
to  the  amoimt  of  their  atocli,  if  the  said  corpora- 
tion iihoaid,  at  any  time,  fail  or  refuse  to  pay  ita 
notes,  Ulia,  bonds,  obligaUooa,  drafts,  or  other  ae- 
earitiM,  in  gold  or  diver  coin;  and  the  b<dders 
thereof  nay  me  said  stot^holdera  before  any  tribo- 
■al  having  jorisdledon  thereoC" 

This  provision,  said  Hr.  B.,  is  copied  from 
the  obaiter  of  the  fomous  Scottish  banks,  which 
are  now  considered  as  the  models  of  all  good 
banks ;  and  the  good  effects  it  has  produced  in 
thoae  inatitaticHU  ^onld  encourage  aQ  others 
to  assnme  it  The  provirion  is  fonnded  in  the 
just  medium  between  the  common  Uw  princi- 
ple of  partnerships,  which  makes  each  partner 
Uable  for  the  whole  debts  of  the  concern,  and 
tiie  corporation  principle,  which'  absolves  each 
partner  from  oU  liability.  Each  of  these  ex- 
tremes was  equally  ui^ust  in  a  banking  institu- 
tion. The  liability  of  each  stockholder  for  the 
whole  debts  of  the  corporation,  would  always 
he  unjust  with  respect  to  himself,  and  nugatory 
with  respect  to  the  public ;  the  total  exemption 
from  all  liability  was  unjust  to  the  pubho,  as 
Btookholdm  might  continne  to  live  In  afSueoce, 
while  those  who  held  their  notes  might  be  re- 
dneed  to  beggar?.  Liability  to  the  amount  of 
stock  was  the  tme  principle,  and,  bendes 
being  just  in  itself^  was  a  principle  of  easy  w- 
plication ;  as  the  holders  of  the  notes,  on  the 
uilure  of  the  bank,  could  immediately  bring 
tiieir  actions  against  any  stockholder,  and  con- 
tinne to  recover  from  him  nntU  he  had  paid  ap 
liie  amount  of  his  stock. 

But  tiie  fact  was,  tbat^  where  this  principle 
prevailed,  there  was  no  occasion  to  enforce  it. 
It  was  the  true  check  and  control  over  the 
banks ;  the  effectual  restrunt  upon  over-issues. 
The  Scottish  banks,  whioh  contained  it,  had 
never  stopped  payment;  Ota  Bank  of  England, 
which  did  not  oontun  it,  had  twice  st^^ted. 
It  was  the  'true  seomity,  and  the  only  one, 
against  sodden  expanrions  and  oontraotfons  of 
the  cnrrency-^those  ebbs  and  flows,  in  which 
there  is  a  deluge  of  piqwr  to-day,  and  every- 
body runs  in  debt,  and  a  dearth  of  p^ter  to- 


morrow,  adt  ail  debtoza  are  ruined.  The 
presence  of  such  a  Revision  prevents  the  bank 
from  running  the  nsk  of  these  expannons  and 
oontraotioni^  and  ke^  it  to  the  same  stsa^ 
tine  of  boriness  which  prudent  mmdmita  aod 
traders  follow.  It  was  thd  beat  of  nmedies  £» 
the  evils  to  which  banks  were  moat  aalject; 
it  was  the  remedy  of  prevrationl  fyr  wberever 
it  existed,  it  had  prevented  over-issues,  and 
Bu^nsions  of  specie  payment.  Foreign 
alone  could  not  be  reached  by  the  proviritw,  aa 
their  residence  in  foreign  oonntriea  wosld  pto- 
tect  th^  against  suits;  and  thisfi>nned  an  ad- 
ditional a^ment  against  the  adnussicai  of 
aliens  into  this  corporation. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  f^^Amant^ 
it  was  also  njected — yeas  6,  nays  84. 

Mr.  BuTos^B  third  amendment  was  then 
read: 

"  That,  from  and  after  the  lat  day^f  April,  18M, 
DO  member  of  Congrasa,  or  olBcer  of  tiie  IfMenl 
Oorerament,  or  aBen,  rtnU  h<^d  any  stock  in  a^ 
bank." 

Mr.  Bknxon  said,  it  was  from  no  illiberal 
pr^udice  against  forei^^rs  that  be  proposed  to 
exlude  them  from  an  interest  in  thia  national 
institDtion.  If  fca^igiiers  came  to  the  United 
States  to  live,  and  to  plant  th^  posterity 
among  ns,  he  was  for  receiving  them  with  kind- 
ness and  respect,  and  extending  to  them  ail  the 
advantages  of  onr  laws  and  Goveniment;  bet 
while  uese  foragners  remained  in  th«r  own 
ooonbriea,  sn^tjeot  to  a  foreign  prince,  and 
bound  by  their  allegiance  to  bun  to -prefer  his 
interest  to  ours,  whenever  they  came  in  con- 
flict, lie  was  wholly  opposed  to  conferring  upon 
them  powers  and  privileges  which  would  eoaUe 
them  to  exercise  an  v^uence  over  onr  pro»- 
perity,  wid  to  engroes  advantages  which  onr 
citizens  wonld  rq}oice  to  possees.  This  bank  is 
called  a  national  institution ;  it  eT«i  bears  the 
name  of  the  United  States,  as  if  it  actually  be- 
longed to  the  Federal  Goveniment :  yet  at  this 
venr  moment  foreigners  hold  aght  and  a  b^ 
millions  of  the  stock,  an  r^idly  increasing 
th^  investments  in  it, and  nuqr,  if  tli^pleaset 
becnne  ita  vAe  ownml  How  contraoictOTy 
and  absurd  that  a  naUonal  institntaon  sboold 
belong  to  aliens  1  That  a  bank  bearing  the 
name  of  the  United  Btatea,  should,  in  fMt,  be 
the  private  property  of  tlie  nobilU^  and  gentry 
of  GreatBntunl 

■  Money  is  called  the  sinews  of  war:  whit 
then  must  be  the  otmdition  of  the  United 
States,  if,  involved  in  another  war  with  Great 
Britain,  all  these  sinews  should  be  in  the  pos- 
session o!  the  enemy  f  Bat,  without  extend- 
ing onr  speculations  to  a  state  of  war,  which 
nu^  be  remote,  and  which  we  would  wish  to 
be  improbable,  it  ia  saffident  to  oontemiJats 
the  dangws  w  a  for^gn  moneyed  influenoa 
among  DB  in  tSmettf  peace.  What  has  bem  the 
bane  of  all  confederacies,  ancient  and  modem  1 
Was  it  not  foreign  influence,  and  that  lufloence 
prooived  by  money  t  Lode  at  the  Intrigues  oi 
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Philip  in  Oreeee;  look  at  the  infrigtwa  of  tlie 
neigfaboring  powers  tn  fhe  aflUn  oi  the  Datch, 
the  Swiss,  and  the  Germanio  oonfederacies; 
money  was  at  the  root  of  all  these  intrigues: 
and  the  arrival  of  armies  was  always  preceded 
bj  the  oormption  of  orators  and  writers.  Snp- 
poea  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  continue 
to  glide  into  the  hands  of  foreigners  until  it  is 
■wmllowed  up,  or  nearly  swallowed  up,  by  the 
hereditary  nobility,  the  prime  ministers,  and 
the  military  and  naval  officers,  of  European 
sovereigns;  will  not  this 'foreign  aristocracy 
tiien  have  the  control  of  the  moneyed  power 
of  our  Ammoaf  And  will  they  not  use  that 
power  to  niaw  up  an  American  aristocracy, 
and  to  depress  tiie  American  democracy  f  As- 
suredly th^  will ;  and,  as  the  diarter  now 
stands,  tiiey  may  not  only  use  Uieir  o  wn  money, 
but  the  credit  and  revwiaes  of  the  United 
States,  to  corrupt  the  press  and  the  lenslature, 
to  govern  elections,  to  tamper  with  individaals, 
to  enrich  and  to  impoverish  whom  they  please, 
and  to  put  up  and  pull  down  paUio  men  ao- 
cording  to  Uieir  own  viewa. 

There  is  no  excuse  for  incurring  this  daneer. 
Foreign  -capital  is  not  needed  in  the  Uufted 
States.  Onr  own  citizens  have  more  than  they 
can  employ;  uid,  besides,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  needs  leas  private  cq>itBl  than 
vaj  other  bank  in  the  world.  The  credit  afid 
revennee  of  the  United  States,  and  the  receiva- 
bility  of  its  notes  in  payment  of  public  dues, 
are  Its  real  capital,  and  diminish  the  want  of 
private  capital  thiouKhout  the  institution,  and 
totaDy  dispense  with  it  in  one-third  of  the 
brandies.  This  is  known  to  everybody.  Then, 
why  go  abroad  for  foreign  capital  ?  Onr  own 
oitizens  are  applying  for  this  charter;  they  are 
offering  five  times  as  much  for  it  as  these 
foreimers  offar;  then,  why  continue  the  mo- 
nopoly to  fordgnerst  If  the  capital  of  the 
bank  was  three  timta  what  it  Is,  every  dollar 
of  the  stock  wonld  be  taken  by  onr  own  dtl- 
zena.  the  present  bank  was  broken  vp  into 
three  Ind^Mident  moderate  institutions,  the 
<^tizen8  of  the  South  and  West  would  quickly 
enbeoribe  for  one  bank  each.  Besides  the  dan- 
gers of  foreign  influence,  and  the  injury  to  onr 
own  citizens,  from  permitting  foreigners  to 
eontinne  to  hold  stock  in  this  bank,  Mr.  B. 
dwelt  considerably  on  the^  injury  which  was 
done  to  the  country  from  the  annual  transfer 
of  money  from  the  United  States  to  Europe,  to 
pay  the  dividends  to  the  foreign  stookholders. 
The  amount  now  annuity  drawn  was  great;  it 
was  on  the  increase,  for  aliens  wwe  continually 
dngrosring  stock ;  it  mif^t  amount  to  the  whole 
annual  piratsof  the  ba^  for  aliens  might  nc- 
«eed  in  acquiring  the  whole  stock ;  and  then 
the  American  oinzens  might  pay  a  larger  reve- 
nue to  their  bank  lords  in  Europe  than  to  thebr 
own  Government  in  the  United  States.  The 
annnal  profits  of  the  bank  now  were  between 
fonr  and  five  miUions  of  dollars;  they  might 
be  carried  np  to  double  that  sum,  and  doubtless 
would  be  under  the  new  and  extended  charter; 
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and  then  the  people  of  America  would  find 
their  resonroes  in  the  han^  of  hbsenteea,  to  be 
expended  abroad  for  the  enrichment  of  foreign 
States. 

The  exclusion  of  members  cf  Oongress,  and 
officers  of  Government,  from  participation  in 
the  bank,  was  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  Ur. 
B.,  to  the  purity  of  the  .Government,  and  to 
the  better  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
bank.  One  of  the  most  balefhl  operations  in  a 
national  bank  was  the  business,  or  trick,  of 
Btockjobbing.  It  was  a  species  of  gambling,  hi 
which  pnblio  measures  were  made  to  operate 
□pon  private  fortunes;  a  qrstem  of  putting  np 
aud  pulling  down,  in  which  a  motion  in  0<m< 
grass,  or. piece  of  news  from  a  department^ 
wouU  hare  the  effbot  of  raising  or  oepresaing 
stocks,  and  throwing  bargaiuB  and  speculations 
in  the  hands  of  the  initiated,  at  the  expense  of 
honafida  holders.  Public  men  shonld  have  no 
temptation  to  engage  in  snch  practices,  and 
therefore,  shonld  have  no  interest  in  the  bank. 
Again :  the  bank  is  to  be  under  the  snpervinoa 
of  Congress;  it  has  a  right  to  investigate  its 
proceedings,  to  condemn  its  conduct,  and  to 
order  a  scire  faoM  a«unst  it  for  violations  of 
its  charter.  Is  it  to  w  supposed  that  tlua  su- 
pervisory power  will  ever  be  exerted  if  Con- 
gress is  filled  with  the  stookholders  of  the 
bankf  The  evils  of  this  oonneotion  between 
the  officers  of  the  Government  and  the  bank, 
have  been  fhlly  experienced  in  Great  BriUdn, 
where  members  of  Parliament  had,  by  a  clause 
in  the  Bank  of  England  charter,  a  right  to  own 
its  stock,  and  wh^re  they  bad  always  voted  on 
the  side  of  the  bank  ag^nstthe  people  in  every 
question  between  them.  In  1797,  they  bad 
absolved  the  bank  from  liability  to  redeem  its 
notes  in  specie,  and  afterwards  made  the  notes 
of  thii  insolvent  bank,  that  is  to  say,  their  own 
notes,  a  l^al  tender  in  discharge  Qi  all  debts, 
and  contiuned  that  iniquitous  law  for  twenty- 
five  years.  To  guard  against  such  dangers  m 
America,  we  shonld  avoid  the  cause  which 
led  to  them  in  England,  and  exclude  our 

Eublic  functionaries  from  all  interest  in  onr 
ank. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
when  it  was  rejected — ^yeas  11,  nays  83. 

Mr.  BxNToa^  fourth  amendment  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

"That  the  said  corporation  sbatl  not  iosoe  any 
cQirency  which  sball  not  be  payable,  on  demand,  at 
Hie  branch  bank  where  first  issued,  and  subject  to 
the  penalties  for  non-payment,  or  delay  of  payment, 
mentioned  in  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  char- 
ter." 

Mr.  BxNTos  remarked  that  he  had  prc^K>sed 
this  amendment  to  test  whether  it  was  intended 
to  make  the  bank  a  specie-paying  bank,  or  the 
contrary.   He  wontd  ask  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  by  the  following 
vote : 

TiAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dudley,  EIHs, 
Gnmdy,  Hayne,  HiO,  Kane,  King,  Maagum,  Mat- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


482 


ABBEDOUBNT  OF  THB. 


cf.  Miller,  Moon,  Tauwell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Wbit»— 

n. 

Kats.— Heaan.  Bell,  Cls;,  Clayton,  Dallas,  Diok- 
enon,  Swing,  Foot,  FreliDghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Bolmea,  Johnston,  EniRht,  Naudain,  Foindexter, 
Freatlaa,  Robbloa,  BobinaoD,  Boffgles,  Seymour, 
aisbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tlptoo,  Toailhuoii,  Wag- 
gtman,  Webster,  WiUciw— 27. 


MoiTDAT,  Jane  4. 
Bank  <if  the  United  Statet—Becharter. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  conuder  the  bill  to 
modify  and  oontinae  the  aot  to  inoorporate  the 
■obeoribm  to  the  Bank  pf  the  United  States. 

The  question  being  to  ooncnr  in  the  amend- 
ments  made  in  Committee  iA  the  Whole ;  and 
the  6nt  amendment,  striking  out  the  third  seo- 
tioD  of  the  bill,  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  HaTNB  said  fuat  the  special  committee 
bj  whom  the  1^  was  introdnoed  had  thought 
it  advinUe  to  put  a  dieck  on  the  praotioe 
which  had  grown  up  of  circulating  bank  orders 
at  earreaor ;  and  also  to  restrict  the  lasaing  of 
notes  not  piqrable  at  t&e  offioe  where  issned. 
The  bill,  as  now  reported,  wonld  not  effect  these 
objects.  The  third  secUon,  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  strike  out,  enacted  that  it  should  not 
be  lawful  for  the  bank  to  issue  or  pot  into  cir- 
culation notes  of  a  less  amonnt  than  $S0,  which 
would  not  be  payable  at  the  office  where  Issued, 
'*  except  the  same  be  done  at  the  instance  and 
request  of  the  persons  to,  or  for  whom  the 
notes  shall  be  issaed."  He  tiionght  that  this 
Motion  was  absolutely  necessary,  with  the  ex- 
ception the  ksioIatiBe,  which  lud  a  nngatoiy 
effect.  He  would,  tiierefore,  more  that  the 
Senate  onljr  concur  in  striking  out  the  last 
clause,  retaining  the  first  part  of  t^e  section. 

Hr.  Bibb  rose  to  submit  a  motion.  He  pro- 
posed that  tiie  first  part  of  the  original  section 
should  stand,  and  to  amend  it  by  enacting  that 
the  banlc,  iu  lieu  (tf  a  bonus,  should,  during  the 
ooatiuuanoe  of  the  chuier,  make  loans  and  dis- 
counts at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  five 
per  cent,  per  annum.  In  advocating  the  policy 
of  the  measnre,  Ifr.  B.  expressed  himself 

S;ainst  the  payment  of  a  bonus  by  the  bank, 
e  wonld  dispenae  with  it  alto^ther,  for  two 
reasona.  He  was  disposed  against  th«  TTnited 
States  selling  out  privileges:  if  the  bank  was 
necessary  for  the  operations  of  Government — 
the  creation  of  such  an  institution  requisite— 
the  United  States  should  take  no  money  from 
an  agent  thus  indispensable.  And  a^ain,  he 
was  adverse  to  putting  more  money  mto  the 
Treasury  than  exigencies  called  for;  and  he 
was  sorry  to  say  there  was  every  fear  of  our 
revenue  being  too  abundant. 

Bnt,  inasmuch  as  benefits  will  arise  to  the 
institution  thus  created,  from  the  exclusive 
privilc^  and  franch^  with  which  it  will  be 
invested,  tlie  benefits  thus  resulting  will  justify 
the  oorpcration  being  called  on  to  give  oorre- 
apunding  benefltatouieoountry;  anaianoway 
oould  the  ooautry  at  large  be  more  beoefltM 


than  in  a  reduction  of  the  interest  on  money. 
It  would  facilitate  trade,  and  improve  and  in- 
crease the  prodooUve  labor  throD^oot  the 
Union.  Ana,  considering  the  high  advaotsgM 
which  the  stockholders  guned  from  their  pn»- 
ertr  being  thus  invested,  Wording  them  profit 
and  valae  wiUioot  expense  or  trouble  on  thor 
part,  exceeding  that  of  private  individuals  in 
any  other  bosineflB  or  trade,  he  though  thita 
reduction  of  one  per  cmt.  would  be  Imt  a  auU 
equivalent.  ** 

Hr.  EwiNO  opposed  the  proportion  of  the 
gentlemtui  from  Kentucky,  (Hr.  ^aa.)  It 
would-not  have  the  effect  whidi  waa  eootm- 
plated,  of  lowering  the  interest  of  money 
throughout  the  country.  This  must  be  left  to 
its  own  operation ;  the  value  of  money  wonld 
rise  or  fall  according  to  its  productimiB;  itmoit 
be  left  to  find  its  own  level  In  the  &ate  sf 
New  York,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  v«s 
limited,  as  elsewhm,  to  six  per  oeot  interest, 
and  yet  the  6t^  banks  wwe  ohazKing  seven 
per  oent.  It  coold  not  effect  tlw  mnefit  that 
was  promised  to  the  wh<de  country,  beosoae, 
let  the  bank  lower  its  interest  to  five  per  cent, 
its  capital  is  not  large  for  the  whole  cirotbUioB 
of  the  country.  He  wonld  vote  against  tbs 
gentieman's  propositicm. 

Ur.  BcoKMSB  also  opposed  the  measnre;  aal 
the  question  was  not  decided  when  the  Senate 
a^onmed. 

TussDAT,  June  5. 

Bank  cf  the  UnUeA  State*— Sdeharter. 

The  Sraate  resumed  the  oradderatin  of  the 
bill  to  modify  and  continne  the  aot  to  inoozpo- 
rate  the  subsoriban  to  tiie  Bank  of  tlie  United 
States. 

The  question  pending  being  on  the  motion  to 
strike  oat  the  clause  providing  for  the  bonoa, 
and  to  insert  a  provision  that  the  interest  oa 
loans  and  discounts  made  by  the  bank  shonld 
not  exceed  five  per  cent., 

Kr.  CiATioN  gave  the  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  vote  against  the  provision  to  amend. 
His  own  opinion  was,  thai,  if  the  amendment 
prev^led,  it  would  prove  injurious  to  the  bank, 
to  the  State  banks,  and  to  the  people  of  the 
country.  Some  gentiemen  seemed  to  think 
that  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  woold 
be  highly  beneficial  to  the  bank,  by  iucrrasing 
its  profits.  The  bank  had  alwi^s  hod  the 
ability  to  discount  at  five  per  cent;  and, 
always  having  the  ability,  if  it  was  so  advan- 
tageons,  why  had  not  the  directors  resorted  to 
the  practice  of  making  loans  and  discounts  at 
five  per  cent.  ?  The  astuteness  of  those  who 
administered  the  affairs  of  the  bonk,  had  never 
discovered  what  seemed  to  have  been  so  snd- 
denly  found  out  here.  He  thought  that  those 
whose  duQr  it  was  to  protect  1iieuterest3<tf  the 
stoekholdera,  had  taken  this  subject  Into  war 
nderation  befcov  now,  and  had  ffyen  to  it  a 
proper  examination.  He  waa  not  di^osed  to 
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kigfalate  on  tiiia  UlL  merely  tor  the  beneftt  ot 
fte  bank,  hat  he  still  thought  that  the  iiutita- 
tion  was  entitled  to  some  oonaideration,  because 
it  was  the  instrmneDt  of  the  GoTernment  for 
preat  national  objeots,  which  woold  be  defeated 
if  its  interestii  were  entireij  overlooked.  If  the 
Senate,  faowoTer,  looked  to  the  interests  of  the 
bank  alone,  the  present  motion  could  not  be 
BOBtuoed.  It  would  go  to  change  the  whole 
system  of  the  banking  operations,  and  such 
change  was  not  required  by  public  opinion.  In 
not  one  of  all  the  numerous  memorials  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  Senate,  was  there 
anj  raqiMit  to  rednoe  the  rate  of  interest 
Neitiher  in  mj  of  tiie  memoriala  firom  the  State 
bauka,  nor  in  those  from  the  people,  had  the 
sabjeet  been  touched.  There  had  not  been  a 
ringle  indication  of  public  opinion  that  such  a 
chfuage  was  deurod ;  and  no  one  but  the  mover 
of  the  proposition  attached  the  slightest  im- 
portance  to  the  idea.  Uost  of  the  State  banks, 
and  eepecwSlj  those  whiob  stood  on  the  most 
solid  bans,  had  presented  themselves  to  the 
Senate  in  favor  of  the  bank.  Let  this  amend- 
ment prevail,  and  twenty  davs  would  not  elapse 
before  the  same  banks  would  send  on  memorials 
aguDst  the  pasaage  of  the  bill.  The  opwation 
of  the  measure  most,  in  some  measnre,  be  to 
rednoe  thdr  profits,  and  compel  Uiem  to  onrtaU 
bnrinees.  The  hostitify  of  all  tiiese  Inati- 
todoos  would  be  enlisted  against  the  bank,  mi 
that  hostility  would  be  felt  on  some  future  oc- 
casion. The  banks  would  still  continue  to  lend 
money  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  favor- 
ite borrowers  would  obUun  loans  at  five  per 
cent.,  and  lend  them  out  again  at  six  or  seven 
per  cent.  There  conld  not  be  a  worse  proposi- 
tion than  to  fix  the  Interest  at  five  per  cent., 
since  it  would  array  all  the  State  banks  ag^nat 
the  institntion. 

Mr.  Ttlkh  sdd  the  more  he  had  reflected  on 
file  propontion  now  before  the  Senate,  the 
more  be  had  been  impressed  with  its  impor- 
tance and  magnitude.  He  would  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that,  In  his  opinion,  it  was  second  to  but 
one  which  had  engaged  me  attention  of  Con- 
gress  daring  the  present  session.  He  believed 
that  while  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment would  inflict  no  injury  upon  the  bank, 
it  wonld  confer  the  greatest  ben^t  upon  society. 
Would  it  impose  an  ui^ust  limitation  on  the 
bank  ?  If  it  would,  he  would  abandon  it  alto- 
gether ;  for  while  he  could  not  vote  for  re- 
chartering  the  institution,  he  would  not  infase 
&  secret  poison  into  its  vitals,  which  would 
affect  its  capacity  to  do  good.  It  asked  a  pro- 
longaticHi  of  its  existence,  and  Congress  should 
take  care  to  engraft  upon  its  charter  sach  pro- 
Tisions  as  would  benrat  the  oommnmty. 

The  first  reflection  which  oocnrs,  ia,  that  the 
bank  does  not  loan  money.  It  merely  exchanges 
credit.  It  ^ves  its  notes  of  hand  for  the  notes 
of  hand  of  individuals,  and,  paying  no  premium 
in  the  form  of  interest  itself^  requires  a  premium 
of  tbe  individnals  with  whom  it  deals.  Its 
credit  is  founded  on  ttie  confidence  of  the  pub-. 


[Sbtaxb. 

lie  In  its  capw^ty,  which  ecmfldenoa  is  the  re- 
sult of  the  governmental  aotim  in  ita  orei^i<m. 
This  remu'k  applies  to  all  incorporated  banks ; 
bnt  another  circumstance  exists  in  regard  to 
this  bank,  which  extends  its  c<»itKil  throughout 
the  mercantile  world — ^the  fEict  of  its  notes  being 
made  receivable  everywhere  in  payment  of  the ' 
Government  dues.  However  solvent  an  individ- 
ual may  be,  his  notes  will  not  pass  currently 
beyond  a  small  neighborhood  oircle.  He  is, 
therefore,  under  frequent  necessity  of  adoptiDg 
the  bank  credit  or  notes  for  his  own  credit  or 
notes,  and  of  giving  a  premium  in  the  form  of 
interest,  when,  in  fact,  his  solvency  is  as  pw> 
feet,  his  responsibility  is  as  entire,  totheeitent 
of  lus  undertaking,  as  that  of  the  bank,  to  the 
extent  of  its  engagements.  True,  the  bank  !■ 
liable  to  be  called  upon  to  redeem  ita  notes 
dail^ ;  bot  the  fact  that  its  issues  exceed  ita 
capital  twice  or  thrice,  shows  that  that  respon- 
sibility is  remote  and  Lnoonsiderable.  Is  then 
five  ner  cent  enough  to  compensate  the  bank 
for  tnis  exchange  of  its  credit  for  the  credit  of 
individnals?  Can  any  one  doubt  it?  Take  a 
b^tgar  in  the  streets,  and  let  the  Government 
announce  its  determination  to  receive  his  notes 
in  the  payment  of  its  dnes,  amonnMng  as  tliej 
do  to  from  $25,000,000  to  980,000,000  annually, 
and  who  donbtsbnt  tliat  tiie  cre^t  of  the  b^ 
gar  would  be  aongfat  after  with  avidi^,  and  that 
he  woold  speedily  be  enriched  if  he  was  permit- 
ted to  receive  a  premium  greatly  below  five  per 
cent.  Who  can  donbt  bnt  that  five  per  cent,  is  an 
ample  allowance  1  The  stock  is  at  thia  moment^ 
when  there  hangs  over  the  institnUon  some 
doubt  aa  to  the  continnance  of  its  existence, 
twenty-five  per  cent,  above  par ;  and  the  very 
day  after  its  new  charter  shaU  have  passed,  the 
calculation  is  that  the  stock  will  mn  to  from 
$150  to  $200  per  share.  What  is  more  conclu- 
sive than  this,  to  show  the  immensity  of  its 
profitat  'And  this,  too,  althowb  it  has  to  sns- 
t^n  out  of  its  {woflts  countless  numbers  ot 
officers  and  dependmts.  Thisregnlation,  then, 
cannot  be  conddered  unjust  to  the  bank. 

Its  effects  on  t^e  commnnity  would  be  de- 
cidedly beneficial,  as  I  shall  attempt  presently 
to  show,  and  wonld,  therefore,  tend  greatly  to 
increase  the  popularity  of  the  institution ;  am 
effect  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  institu- 
tion. A  suggestion  has  been  made,  that  it 
wonld  concentre  its  loans  in  the  hands  of  the  few. 
All  that  I  can  say  in  reply  is,  that,  if  it  did  so, 
it  woold  act  injudiciously.  In  my  opinion,  it 
should  diffuse  its  loans  as  mnoh  as  possible,  con- 
sistently with  a  just  regard  to  its  intereeta. 
Extravagant  loans  to  a  few  would  weaken  It  in 
the  esUmation  of  the  public,  and  bridge  its 
usefhlnesB. 

What  would  be  the  effect  of  this  measnre 
on  the  commnnity?  This  is  the  important 
inquiry,  since  the  institntioa  should  be  created 
for  the  pablic  interest,  and  not  the  good  of  a 
few,  exclusively.  The  first  effect  would  be  to 
lead  the  State  banks  to  ad<wt  a  nmilar  regola^ 
tion;  in  no  otiun:  way  ooola  tl^  more  on  Juiy 
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monioiulj  with  tiiis  bank.  The  aigauuiut 
▼en tared  in  this  debate^  that  this  nwulation 
Tonld  plaee  tiiia  bonk  at  themeroyof  the  &ate 
bNiks,  IS  ideal.  The  State  banl»,  on  the  con- 
trary, hold  their  existence  hnt  at  the  pleasare 
of  this ;  and  who  oaa  donbt  but  that  an  arrange- 
ment would  readily  be  forced  upon  those 
banks  to  receive,  in  the  settlement  of  balances 
with  this  bank,  the  same  interest  which  it 
would  receive  of  them? 

The  next  effect  would  be  to  induce  the  Legis-' 
latnres  of  the  different  .States  to  reduce  the  rate 
of  legal  interest  to  five  per  cent. ;  of  this  I  have 
no  doubt.  I  have  not  had  time  to  trace  out  the 
causes  of  Uie  ohaoge  in  the  rate  of  interest 
which  ooenrred  in  Virginia,  but  I  incline  to 
believe  that  it  was  oMisequent  upon  the  charter- 
ing of  the  first  United  States*  Bank.  Before 
that,  it  waa  at  fire  per  cent. ;  it  was  changed 
to  «z  per  cent,  and  the  first  bank  was  author- 
ized to  receive  that  amotint ;  and  now  we  come 
to  the  ^mportimt  infioence  which  a  reduction 
in  the  rate  of  interest  would  have  upon  the 
great  interests  of  the  community. 

It  is  this  view  which  imparts  to  this  subject 
its  greatest  interest;  and  it  rests  upon  plain 
principles  of  political  economy.  Where  money 
converted  into  public  stocks  or  individual  loans 
yielda  a  higher  profit  than  the  same  money  in- 
vested inlands,  ships,  or  machinery,  agriculture, 
commerce,  and  mannfactares  nepeaaamy  become 
neglected.  If  money  pot  at  usance  breeds 
fairer  profits  than  ttie  loom,  the  ship,  or  the 
land,  then  capital  is  withdrawn  fnnn  these  less 

grofitable  employments,  and  seeks  investments 
t  the  publu»  stocks  or  individaal  loans.  This 
can  admit  of  no  doubt.  lu  this,  then,  consists 
the  true  secret  of  giving  activity  to  the  indus- 
try of  a  community.  If  the  profits  from  agri- 
oultnre,  commerce,  and  mannfactares,  be  eqnal 
to  the  profits  on  loans,  then  do  these  employ- 
ments invite  the  attention  of  maokiud,  and  each 
in  its  torn  puts  forth  all  its  enei^es.  Com- 
meroe  takes  new  wing&  agricaltore  develops 
all  het  beneficent  ftonities,  and  the  arts  are 
made  to  flourish.  Hence  the  vital  importance 
■of  laws  regulating  the  rate  of  interest ;  witliont 
them  a  nation  soon  becomes  a  nation  (tf  mon^ 
loaders;  and  that  which  was  dee^ned  as  a  mere 
medium  through  which  {^culture,  commerce, 
and  manufiratures  should  carry  on  their  ex- 
<^iange6,  is  converted  into  the  instrument  of 
their  greatest  oppression. 

The  great  law^ver  of  the  Jews  understood 
this  most  perfectiy.  The  Israelites  had  just 
^tered  upon  the  possession  of  the  promised 
land.  It  was  every  way  desirable  that  the  land 
should  be  redum^  and  its  faculties  developed, 
and  henoe  theregnlatiimtfaiitnoIsraGUteshoald 
take  usance  of  an  Isradite.  O^ital  ooold 
tiiereby  be  profitaUy  invested,  both  in  the  cul- 
tnre  of  the  earth  and  in  commerce,  and  the  land 
of  Qfllilee  repud  most  abandantiy  the  laborer. 
Bat  when  these  influences  had  ceased  to  oper- 
ate, and  the  tribes  were  scattered  over  the  fiaoe 
of  the  eivthf  the  Hoeaic  rc^olatioa  which  per- 


mitted usance  to  be  taken  of  strangers,  aided 
by  the  oppreauons  under  whidi  they  labored, 
converted  the  Jews  into  a  nation  of  money 
lenders.  I  mention  not  this  to  th^  discredit 
They  are  like  all  the  rest  of  the  human  family, 
no  better  and  no  worse — devoting  themselves 
to  the  acquisition  of  money,  and  seeking  for 
their  money  such  investment  as  yields  the 
greatest  return.  Into  the  same  condition  may 
the  people  of  any  country  be  changed.  Ottly 
make  the  profits  on  loans  hi^  eDOug:h;  if  six 
per  cent,  would  not  do,  take  ten ;  and  if  ten 
will  not  do,  take  twenty ;  in  other  worda,  make 
it  more  profitable  to  the  capitalists  to  loan  oat 
their  money,  than  to  invest  it  in  lands;,  riiip^ 
or  maohinuj,  and  the  work  is  accomplidied. 
Oovemmmt  will  have  converted  the  commu- 
nity into  a  nation  of  money  lenders. 

These  considerations  led  him  to  oppose  Ins 
vote  to  all  moneyed  corporations ;  but  while  he 
felt  himself  constrained  to  vote  agnsut  the 
rechartering  of  this  bank,  if  it  is  to  pass,  he 
wished  to  protect  the  other  interests  of  tht 
community  against  evil.  The  per  centage  pro- 
posed to  be  fulowod  is  greater  than  that  derived 
i^m  a^oulture,  but  tite  contemplated  reduc- 
tion will  relieve  it  in  some  small  d^ree  of  its 
burdens,  and  should  therefore  have  hissamort; 
Mid  its  reasonableness  is  flilly  evidenoed  1^  ibt 
fact  that  the  oapltaUsts  oi  o}>her  countries  send 
their  funds  here  to  be  invested  in  stocks  yield- 
ing no  greater  interest  than  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  called  for  a  divisioa  of  Qie 
question,  so  as  to  take  the  question  first  oa 
sticking  out.  He  wished  to  move  an  amend- 
ment, and  he  should  therefore  vote  against 
striking  out.  He  thought  five  per  cent  wirald 
be  an  ample  compensatmn  to  the  bank,  becanse 
it  was  equal  to  six  per  cent,  in  1816,  when  the 
bank  was  rechartered;  so  that  it  would  be 
giving  as  much.  Another  reason  was,  the  bank 
stock  is  now  at  120  to  130,  so  that  it  was 
enough  above  par  to  justify  the  reduction  of  in- 
terest. A  proportion  from  Boston  waa  before 
Congress,  offenng  to  give  more  ftvorable  terms 
for  a  bank;  tiiey  offer  to  reduce  their  interest 
to  five  per  cent,  and  he  saw  no  reasm  to  aSov 
the  present  institution  six  per  cent 

The  mind  of  Hamilton  finctuated  between 
five  and  six  per  cent ;  and  he  read  extracts 
from  his  report,  to  show  that  the  oidj  fear  of 
Hamilton  was,  that  a  limitatioa  of  the  interest 
to  five  ^  cent  would  prevent  d^itaUsts  fixon 
embarking  their  capital  in  the  bank.  He  had 
none  of  the  fears  which  now  affect  Bwators 
who  oppose  the  reduction.  It  was  apprehended 
that  the  change  would  be  injariuos  to  the  State 
banks  and  the  community.  He  referred  to  the 
histwy  of  the  banks  of  Oeotna,  to  show  Qiat 
this  was  not  likely  to  be  we  result.  The 
amount  of  the  bank  capital  being  so  UrfBtt  the 
effect  of  the  redaction  of  interest  on  that  capital 
would  be  felt  tiJH}aghoat  the  country.  He 
denied  the  applicabili^  of  the  statement  of  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  that  the  State  banks 
would  be  compelled  to  inereaae  tiie  uuooBt  of 
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their  issttes.  He  stated  th&t  the  interest  on 
loans  hj  State  banks  was,  in  maoj  cases,  now 
higher  than  that  od  loans  by  the  United  States 
Bank.  The  United  States  Bank  had  now  tiiie 
power  to  reduce  the  interest  to  favor  any  par- 
ticular institutions  or  individuals,  and  had  re- 
duced it  in  some  Instances.  B.e  would  vote 
against  the  striking  out,  and  would  afterwards 
move  to  add  a  proVtuon  reducing  the  rate  of 
interest  to  five  per  cent 

On  tbe  call  of  Jtr.  Bibb,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  tiie  molicai 
to  strike  out,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tus.— Hessrs.  Be&too,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dudley, 
Enia,  Onmdy,  Hayne,  ffiU,  King,  ICangum,  Harcy, 
Miller,  Robinson,  South,  Tkxewall,  Troup,  ^ler, 
White— 18. 

Na.tb. — MesBrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Gfaambera,  Clay, 
GaytoD,  Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  Forsytfa,  Freliagbuy. 
•en,  Hendrloks,  Holmes,  ,fohniton,  Knight,  Moore, 
Kandaiii,  Fmndexter,  F^entfas,  Itobbins,  Seymoar, 
filflbee,  Spragoa,  TIiKton,  TomUason,  Webater,  WSf 
kins-^SS. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  ont  was  negatived. 


WxDSBDAT,  Jane  9. 
.8^  qfOa  United  ,^at«$~JUeharUr. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  modify  and  contiune  the  act  to  incor- 
porate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

The  question  pending  being  the  motion  of 
Ur.  Spbaocb  to  strike  out  the  snm  of  "  ISO,- 
000  "  as  the  annual  amount  of  the  bonna  re- 
quired of  the  bank, 

Ur.  ICabot  regretted  to  bear  honorable  Sen- 
atore  speak  of  so  sniall  a  snm  fin*  a  brans  as 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  He  was  fhlly  persuaded  that  the  stock- 
holdera  of  the  present  bank  oould  afford  to 
give  a  much  lu'ger  sum.  It  seemed  to  he 
agreed  on  all  sides  that  these  stockholders  are 
not  entitled  to  any  preference.  They  have  no 
ri^t  to  ask  any  favor,  and  we  are  nnder  no 
obligation  to  grant  any.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  arive  a  bad  bargain  with  them,  nor  wonld 
he  consent  that  they  shonid  make  an  uncon- 
scionable one  with  the  Government  The  ques- 
tion then  presents  Itael^  what  is  a  renewal  of 
the  charter  worth  to  the  appUoantst  He 
would  not  repeat  what  was  ma  on  tbU  subject 
yesterday;  but  the  Senate  will  recollect  that 
they  had  a  proposition  before  them  from  the 
citizens  of  Hassachusetts,  which  will  yield  a 
much  larger  sum  than  that  now  generally 
spoken  of.  The  respectability  of  those  from 
whom  the  proposiUon  came,  hud  not  been,  and 
cannot  be,  questioned.  Those  memorialists  are, 
beyond  all  doubt,  of  snfficient  ability  to  set  in 
operation,  by  the  time  the  present  charter  will 
have  expired,  an  institution  that  will  answer 
all  the  usefol  purposes  of  the  one  now  in  exist- 
ence.  Thej  otEer  to  pay  to  the  Government 


(Snun. 

one  per  cent  on  the  eiq>ital,  and  to  become 
sut^ect  to  taxation  by  the  States  to  any  snm 
not  exceeding  one  per  cent  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted  that  the  States  wonld  tax  nearly  up  to 
the  limit  Tbe  offer  from  the  citizens  of  Mas- 
sachusetts would  therefore  amount,  on  tiie  cap- 
ital mentioned  in  the  bill,  to  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Though  this  offer  may  not 
be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  precise  sum  which 
ou^t  to  be  paid  for  the  extfuudon  of  tiie  char- 
ter, it  lis  entitled  to  muoh  consideration  in  fix- 
ing that  sum. 

The  present  prioe  ot  the  stooks  is  also  an 
evidence  of  the  worth  of  the  privUege  about  to 
be  granted.  If  it  were  certam  ^t  no  exten- 
sion  of  the  charter  would  be  granted,  the  prioe 
of  the  stock  would  soon  declino ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  a  charter  were  actually  secured 
to  the  company,  it  is  an  opinion  which  no  one 
controverts,  that  there  would  be  a  sudden  rise 
in  the  stocks.  This  event  wonld  prcbaUj 
bring  it  to  fifty  per  oent  premium. 

Buch  is  the  estimate  of  the  most  enlightened 
friends  of  the  present  bank — of  those  who  best 
know  the  ntnation  of  its  affiurs,  and  are  there- 
fore beet  qualified  to  form  an  accurate  judg- 
ment on  the  snlgect. 

To  show  that  there  is  no  error  on  this  sqIh 
ject,  he  (Ur.  U)  said  he  wonld  take  the  liberty 
to  refer  to  the  opinion  of  an  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  (Ur.  Glat,)  as  expressed  in  a 
speech  delivered  some  time  since,  in  this  body, 
on  the  subject  of  the  tariff.  In  animadverting 
on  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  wherein  the  Secretary  proposed  to 
sell  the  seven  millions  of  stock  now  owned  by 
the  United  States  for  eight  milli<Hi8,  it  wiU  be 
recollected  that  the  hworable  Senator  fhnn 
Kentucky  observed  that  it  would  be  nnfidir  to 
make  a  sale  at  that  advance,  if  tbe  bank  was 
not  to  be  rechartered ;  for,  said,  he,  the  stook 
wonld  not  be  worth  but  about  par  without  a 
renewal  of  the  bank ;  but  he  oontraded  that,  if 
the  bank  was  to  be  rechartered,  the  sale  of  tiie 
seven  millions  of  stock  owned  by  tiie  United 
States  for  eight  millions  wonld  be  a  most  im- 
provident confract  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  for,  in  case  the  bank  shonid  be  rechar- 
tered, the  price  of  stock,  he  observed,  would 
advance  to  fifty  per  cent  above  its  par  value. 
Here  we  have,  said  Ur.  U.,  an  opinion  of  a 
friend  of  the  bank,  well  aoquiunted  with  its 
afffdrs,  and  every  war  oompetest  to  form  an 
aconrate  opinion  ot  we  efleot  to  be  pfodooed 
by  the  measure  now  nnder  oondderatum,  that, 
without  a  renewal  of  the  durter,  the  stock  ci 
tbe  bank  will  settle  down  to  par ;  with  a  re- 
newal, it  will  command  a  premium  of  fifty  per 
cent  By  this  act,  then,  siUd  Ur.  U.,  we  are 
abont  to  enrich  tiie  present  stockholders,  accord- 
ing to  this  opinion,  seventeen  n^on  dollars. 
"Wh&t  is  it  proposed  we  shall  ask  for  this  favor  ? 
Only  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  or  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  This  is 
a  remuneration  wbtdly  inadequate  to  the  ad- 
vantage we  are  abont  to  bestow.  The  mallflat 
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snm  we  ought  to  think  of  inserting  Id  the  aec- 
tioD,  shonta  he  that  named  ycaterday  hj  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  ($620,000.)  Mr.  M.  stud  he 
did  not  go  for  so  large  a  sum  as  that  offered  hj 
the  memorialiBts  from  Massachusetts,  hecanse 
a  part  of  that  snm  was  to  be  levied  by  the  States 
as  taxes ;  and  he  woald  not  give  any  Tote  from 
which  It  might  be  inferred  that  the  rif^tof  the 
State  to  tax  the  hank  and  its  brandies  was  in- 
tended to  he  Borrendered  or  compromised ;  for 
tn  his  opinion  the  States  have  uiafriffht,  and 
Congress  should  not,  if  they  could,  ana  proba- 
bly could  not  if  they  would,  take  it  away. 

Mr.  Mabct  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
626,000. 

Mr.  KmoHT  then  renewed  his  motion  for 
860.000. 

Mr.  Bbowjt  said  he  shonld  rote  against  the 
lai^est  snm,  becanse  he  did  not  see  any  advan- 
tage which  would  resolt  from  it  to  the  conn- 
try.  In  proportion  as  the  bank  was  burdened, 
wonld  tiie  bank  burden  the  peo|de  by  excesdve 
Issnee.  He  would  Dot  incorporate  mu^  a  prfn- 
dple  in  the  eliarter. 

Mr.  Moon  should  vote  against  the  lai^eet 
torn,  heeanse  he  believed  the  States  had  a  right 
to  impose  a  tax,  and  wonld  exercise  IL  as  soon 
as  the  branches  were  established.  He  would 
tiierefore  vote  for  the  smallest  sura. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  largest 
ram,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  10, 
nays  86. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  KinoHT  to  fill  the  blank  with  860,000, 
and  also  decided  in  tl^  n^ative — yeas  20, 
I1WSS7. 

Mr.  Sktmovb  moved  800,000 ;  and  the  yeas 
md  nays  being  ordered,  the  qnestion  waa  de- 
cided—yeas  20*  nays  27. 

The  qnestion  was  (hen  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Foot  to  fill  the  blank  with  200,000,  and 
vas  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows : 

Tus^VesM.  BtD,  Benton,  Brown,  Bookner, 
Chambers,  CUy,  Clapton,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  QUs, 
Ewing,  Foot,  Foraytb,  FreUoghu^eea,  Grundy, 
Bajrae,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes,  JohnBton,  Kane, 
King,  ifangum,  MUler,  Moore,  Naudaio,  Pwadezter, 
Preatias,  Robbkia,  RobioaoD,  Buggies,  Seymour, 
Slabee,  Smith,  Bprague.  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tomlin- 
■on,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  W«bata,  WUte,  WUUns— 
4S. 

KATS^-^leasts.  Dudley,  Knfght,  Maroy,  T^p 
—4. 

Mr.  Uakot  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
troduoiog  a  proviso  that  nothing  her^  con- 
tuned  shoula  be  constmed  to  tike  away  the 
right  of  any  State  to  impose  any  taxes  on  the 

branches,  &C. 
The  question  was  decided  as  follows ; 

Teas. — ^ICeasrs.  Beaton,  Brown,  Dickersoo,  Dud- 
ley, Bills,  Forsyth,  Orundj,  Hayae,  Hendricks, 
fliU,  Kane,  King,  ICangum,  Umj,  Miller,  Uuore, 
BobinsoQ,  Taxewell,  Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White — 
S3. 

Hats.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Bwlog,  Foot,  FreHnghuyaut, 


Holmee,  Johnston,  Knight,  Nandain,  Ftrindexter, 
Prentias,  Bobbins,  Boggles,  Seymour,  SU>ee, 
Smith,  Spragoe,  Tomlinsoa,  Waggaman,  Webster, 
WilUns— S6. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  restricting  the  bank  frtmi  issnii^ 
nottis  below  the  value  of  twenty  doUars,  wu 
then  taken  up, 

Mr.  Eisa  moved  so  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment  as  to  make  the  minimum  ten  didlar  notes. 

Thi  motion  was  negatired. 

Mr.  Tazbwkix  moved  to  amend  hj  tMSng 
out  "or  drafts,**  so  as  to  confine  the  restriction 
to  notes  or  bills. 

The  amendment  was  then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Fobstth  moved  to  amend  the  biH  1^ 
adding  a  section,  providing  that  the  bank  ebau 
not  t&e  more  than  five  per  cent,  on  its  loans 
or  discounts. 

Mr.  Chahbsbs  made  a  few  remarks  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  motion,  and  read  the  opinions  at 
some  experienced  ca^iers  against  the  reduo* 
tion  of  interest 

The  quesUon  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
E^atived  as  follows : 

TiAB.— Measrt.  Benton,  Brown,  Dtckeraon,  Dud- 
ley, Ellis,  Forayth,  Gnmdy,  Hayne,  Hendiick^Hill, 
Kane,  King,  Uangum,  Harcy,  Moore,  Bobiiuoii, 
Taxewell,  Tipton,  Troop,  Tyler,  White— -21. 

Nats. — ^Messra.  Bell,  Buckner,  Cfaamben,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Ewinft,  Foot,  Frellngtauyseo, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Miller,  Naudain,  Poiii- 
dexter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Buggies,  Seymour^SUS' 
bee.  Smith,  Spragoe,  Tnunoson,  WnggKamt^  w^ 
Bter,  WOkios— -26. 

Mr.  Wbitb  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  pro- 
viding that  whenever  the  aver^  amount  of 
the  public  deposits  shall  exoeea  a  million  of 
dollars,  an  intereat  of  three  per  cent  shall  be 
allowed. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — Heasre.  Benton,  Brown,  DiekenoB,  Bo^ 
ley,  ElUa,  Forsyth,  Gnindy,  Hayoe,  Hendricks,  Bin, 
Kane,  King,  Hangum,  Maroy,  Moore,  Beymoor, 
Sprague,  Tuewell,  Tipton,  :^ler,  Tnrap,  WaggK- 
man,  WUte— 2S. 

NATa.-^eaBce.  Bell,  Buckner,  Cbamben,  CUy, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Ewias,  Foot,  Fretinghuyfen, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Miller,  Vaadain,  Pren- 
tiss, Foindexter,  Bobbbs,  Bobinson,  BoggH 
SldMe,  Sodth,  TomUnson,  Webster,  WQUns— S4. 

Mr.  BxNTON  B^d  the  time  had  now  arrived 
for  making  a  motion  which  he  had  prev>(Mu4y 
umounoed,  namdy,  the  refiareDoe  of  this  bill  to 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department,  for  hit 
oonsiderataon  and  report  Ise  bill  had  now 
received  all  the  amendmuite  which  its  Meads 
wo^d  admit :  it  was  perfect,  oooording  to  their 
conception ;  it  was,  therefore,  in  a  pn^  state 
to  undergo  the  revision  of  the  officer  with 
whose  department  it  was  so  intimately  con- 
nected. He  said  that  this  was  a  motion  ofleg- 
idative  propriety,  of  official  ooarte«y,  and  pw- 
lie  advantue;  a  motion  whidi  ccmld  not  be 
reftwed  witiKmt  a  aeaDing  dim^eot  to  the 
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officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury— sq  apparent 
din^gard  to  the  Exeoatire  AdmiDistratioii  —and 
a  poauble  detrimeot  to  the  public  service. 
Everr  bank  charter  ever  yet  granted,  or  pro- 
posed to  be  granted,  had  its  origin  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department.  Every  bank  bill  had  been 
drawn  or  rerised  there;  and  that  upon  the 

Elainest  principle  of  propriety,  that  the  bank 
eiiu  Intended  to  aid  the  Treasury,  it  was  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  give  his  opin- 
ion upon  the  fitness  and  sufficiency  of  the  aid 
to  be  i^TW  him.  How,  then,  can  the  present 
Bacretaty  be  overlooked?  How  can  he  be 
passed  byf  Why  shootd  he  reoeive  a  slight 
whiidi  has  been  put  upon  none  of  bis  predeces- 
sors f  His  individual  sentiments  are  known  to 
be  favorable  to  a  national  bank ;  his  public  sta- 
tion gives  him  a  right  to  be  heard  on  the  pro- 
visions this  one ;  the  pnblic  service,  we  have 
a  right  to  presume,  would  be  promoted  by  the 
communication  of  his  opinions.  Who  can  as- 
sume to  say  that  he  can  import  no  useful  infor- 
mation ?  Sven  if  gentlemen  thought  bo,  it 
would  be  a  breach  of  decorum  to  express,  or 
imply,  the  sentiment.  Yet  a  reftual  to  make 
tliis  reference  most  imply  it. 

11  thwe  is  any  one  measure,  In  the  whde 
circle  of  Ira^anon,  which,  above  all  ofhen, 
deserves  to  be  referi'ed  to  an  Admimstration,  it 
is  the  measnre  of  creating,  or  continuing,  a 
national  bank.  The  whole  argument  for  each 
on  institution — its  entire  constitutional  vindi- 
cation— rests  upon  the  assumption  that  it  is 
necessary  to  the  financial  operations  of  the 
Government.  Nov,  of  this  necessity,  the  per- 
sons chosen  by  the  people  to  administer  the 
Government  must  be  admitted  to  be,  in  some 
degree,  judges.  Some  may  deem  it  nnneces- 
sary,  as  did  Ur.  JefiTerson  all  his  life,  and  as  did 
3Cr.  Madison  before  tiie  capitol  was  burnt 
Bome  m«y  think  one  kind  of  bank  necessary, 
and  some  uiotfaer.  Tben  why  not  oonsnlt  the 
persms  to  whom  tUs  f  nstitation  is  assumed  to  be 
necessary?  Why  not  consult  the  present  Gov- 
ernment? The  people  have  pat  them  in  power; 
tiiey  are  responsible  to  the  people  for  the  oper- 
aticms  of  the  Government ;  then  why  not  allow ' 
them  a  voice  in  the  selection  of  their  means  1 
Instead  of  that,  we  have  seen  this  measnre 
taken  np  by  the  adversaries  of  the  Administr^' 
tion,  conducted  ^ong  without  any  reference  to 
the  Administration,  and  now  proposed  to  be 
put  upon  its  third  reading  without  even  their 
fcnowwdgel  It  is  easy  to  conceive  that  the 
bank  may  be  an  impediment  to  some  Admiids- 
tratioDS ;  it  may  join  their  adversaries,  lend 
them  the  bensfifi  of  its  vast  moneyed  power, 
and  exert  its  madilnery  in  all  the  States  in 
prnraotiog  the  election  of  opposition  candidates. 
This  very  bank  may  be  an  enemy  to  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  and,  uniting  with  all  the 
dements  of  opposition  in  Oongress,  may  now 
be  exerting  its  tiemendons  innuenee  to  keep 
up  a  system  of  double  taxation  and  enormous 
expenditure,  to  supply  itself  with  immense 
d^ostts  of  public  mon^.  It  may  be  the  moat 


formidable  enemjto  the  iwesent  Administration, 
and,  instead  cIS  iddlnft  may  be  paralyzing  all 
their  measures,  even  the  payment  of  the  publie 
debt,  in  order  to  keep  the  public  money  for  ita 
own  use.  It  may  be  in  favor  of  a  new  Admin- 
istration which  would  keep  up  taxes,  multiply 
expenditures,  and  gorge  it  witii  public  money. 
These  things  may,  or  may  not,  be  so ;  bat  why 
not  let  the  Administration  speak  for  tts^t 
Why  force  this  aid  upon  them  t  Why  oompel 
them  to  reoeive  help  of  the  bank  1  Oertainlv 
it  is  a  long  time  that  tiie  wwld  has  been  acU 
monlshed  to  beware  of  fSivors  offered  by  tiie 
enemyl  This  bank  is  the  only  &vor  c^wed  to 
this  Administration  by  its  opponents ;  and  thk 
fovor  they  require  it  to  take  without  ezandna- 
tion,  and  withont  inspection.  They  avow  Uidr 
determination  to  pull  down  this  Administration ; 
and  they  propose  to  give  them  this  bank  as  a 
friendly  present  I  Since  the  days  of  the  wooden 
horse,  has  any  present  ever  come  forward  in  a 
more  questionable  shape  t  And  this  kind  aid 
comes  on  the  eve  of  a  life  and  death  contest  be- 
tween the  giver  and  receiver  I  Some  have  said 
this  push  toT  a  new  charter  is  not  a  part^  meas- 
ure, but  thus  fiff  it  has  bem  olunoterued  Iqr 
every  oiroomstaiioe  that  defines  a  parly  meaa- 
ure ;  and  this  detenainatiwi  to  carry  it  urou^ 
without  a  refermoe  to  the  Adminirtratwi, 
seraas  to  mnnpleto  the  evidence  <tf  that  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  BinTH  aaid,  in  hi^  party  times,  when  a 
motion  was  made  to  refer  from  Oongress  to  the 
Secretaries,  the  democratic  party  resisted  it) 
and  he  had  never  heard  of  a  similar  motion 
since. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  B.'s 
motion  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tsis.— Uessnu  Benton,  Brown,  Dadley,  ElBa, 
Forsyth,  Grundy,  Bill.  Ksds,  Troup,  White— 10. 

Nats.— Ifessn.  Bell,  Bueknw,  Chambers,  (^y, 
Clayton,  DalUs,  Diokeraon,  Ewing,  Foot,  FreUng- 
huysen,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  King, 
Knight,  HaDgum,  Harcy,  IfQler,  Hoore,  Naiidain, 
Pdndexter,  Prentiss,  Robbina,  BoUnson,  Bug^^es, 
Seymour,  Bilsbee,  Smith,  Bptagoe,  Tasewell,  Tlp> 
ton,  TomGnson,  Waggaman,  Wsbster,  Wa> 

kios— 87. 

The  question  then  bein^  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  White  rose  to  give  ms  -news  in  Oppod- 
tion  to  Ae  bill ;  when 

Mr.  GBtnmT  moved  that  the  Swate  now  ad- 
journ ;  and  it  b^ng  nnderitood  that  no  flirther 
amendments  were  to  be  <^red. 

The  Senate,  at  20  minntes  befiffe  <t  o^dook, 
a^joomed. 


SxTCBoxT,  Jnne  9. 

Bank  of  the  Umted  SUttea—EecharUr. 

The  Senate  then  resnmed  the  oonsideratton 
of  the  bill  to  modify  and  continue  the  aot  to 
incorporate  sntworibers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 
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Ur.  Bkktos  remmed  the  remarks,  in  oppo- 
flttioii  to  tbe  engroument  of  the  bill,  wbien  be 
oommmoed  on  the  preceding  dor.  He  stated 
that  the  eatabUshment  of  the  United  Statei 
Bank  had  been  followed  by  injoriooa  oonM»* 
qaenoee  to  the  Sooth  and  tbe  West ;  and  to 

SrOTe  this,  he  adverted  to  the  instractionB  issaed 
7  the  bank  to  the  branches  of  the  Sonth  and 
the  West  He  quoted  the  language  of  a  ^tin- 
gauhed  statesman,  that  the  year  1810  would 
ooQStitute  an  era,  that  it  was  the  most  disas- 
troos  period  in  our  history,  as  it  had  given 
birth  to  those  twin  monsters,  tibe  bank  and  an 
nltra  tariff.  He  omridered  the  bank  and  tariff 
aa  one  and  indiasolnble ;  and  held  that  the 
death  warrant  of  the  Sooth  and  Wert  had  iisoed 
tnm.  the  institution  wbw  the  droular  ins^no- 
tions  were  sent  abroad.  He  dianwterized  the 
Board  of  Ditwion  aa  a  oentral  power,  acting 
and  deciding  in  seoret,  and  whose  oeoisioiii  were 
oalj  known  hj  thrir  diaastioiis  opwatim  on 
tike  conunnnitj. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  engrosiment 
^  the  bill  fiv  a  third  reading,  and  &dded  in 
tike  aflbmatlre^  ai  follows : 

Tua.— Hettn.  Bdl,  Bonner,  Chambers,  CU7, 
dsTton,  Dallas,  Swing,  Foot,  FreliDghuTseD,  Hen- 
dricks, Hdmea,  Johnston,  Knight,  Naudaio,  Pren- 
tisi^  RoMins,  RoMnson,  ffilsbee,  Smith,  Spragoe, 
TlptOD,  Tomlinsoa,  Wagganun,  Webster,  Wiliioa 
— SS. 

IfiTS.— Hesan.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  IMokerson, 
Dodlej,  BIUs,  Forsrtb,  Grundy,  H»Toe,  B31I,  Kane, 
Eing,  llaiigani,  Harey,  Miller,  Ibwre,  ^seweU, 
Troqp,  Tyler,  WUte— Sa 


ICohbat,  Jnne  11. 
Soitk^tie  Vhited  StatM  BteharUr. 

The  bill  to  modify  and  contmne  tiio  act  to 
Incorporate  the  snbsoribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  qnestion  bdng  cm  its  passage, 

ICr.  WnaiBi  asked  for  the  yeas  and  na^ 
OBL  this  qnestioii,  and  they  wen  ordered. 

Hx.  iCufouH  then  ^ke  briefly  in  ezpodticn 
of  tiie  reasons  which  would  ccm^  him  toTote 
agunst  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  qaestion  waa  than  taken,  and  deoided  as 
follows: 

Tus. — ^HeiBn.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chamb«n,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Ewlng,  Foot,  Frelingfauysen,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  l^udaio,  Foin- 
dezt«ir,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Bobinson,  Bogies,  Sey* 
mour,  ^be«.  Smith,  Sprague,  Tipton,  Tmnlfaison, 
Wiggunao,  Webster,  Wilktns— tS. 

Nats. — Hessrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickenon, 
Dndlej,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Qnind;,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  Haogum,  Marcy,  MUleri  Moore,  Taiewell, 
Troop,  Tyler,  White— SO. 

On  his  name  being  called, 

It.  DiLLAB  sud  that,  being  called  to  vote  on 
the  passage  of  tbe  bill,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  doty 
to  make  a  brief  statement  to  the  Senate.  He 
had  been  retained  to  the  Senate  on  tbe  list  of 


stockholders,  as  holding  a  part  of  tbe  stock  in 
tbe  bank.  Aa  aoon  as  ne  fonnd  that  th^  sab- 
Ject  would  oome  in  for  disousdra,  he  had  di- 
neted  tbe  stock  whksh  be  held  in  the  inatita- 
tlon  to  be  sold.  It  had  been  sold,  be  had 
reoeired  the  amount  of  t^e  salea,  ana  bad  no 
longer  any  interest  in  the  bank. 

On  bis  name  being  called, 

Ur.  SnaBBi  a^  that  he  pwecnved  his  name 
on  the  list  of  stockholders.  He  had  disposed 
of  his  stock  before  this  qaestion  came  before 
0<M)gress,  and  was  no  longer  intweated  in  the 
institntion. 

On  his  name  being  called, 

Ur.  WEBSTEK-saia  that  he  bad  seen  his  nsmi 
on  the  list  of  the  retoms ;  but  that  tbe  inser- 
ixaa  was  altogether  a  mlstate  of  the  itek  at 
tbe  bank  In  Fbiladdphia. 

The  bin  waa  then  passed  and  sent  to  flia 
other  Hooae, 

Indian  War — Volmtean. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WcBam,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  message  of  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes,  ouumunicating  the  amend- 
ment of  that  body,  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  receive  into  the  senrioe 
of  the  United  States  Tdnnteers,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Northweatera  frontier,  not  to 
exceed  ten  companies. 

Mr.  OLaT  withdrew  llie  motion  which  he 
had  made  to  reonnndt  the  UlL 

Mr.  TiPTOir  rose  to  move  some  amendmoits 
which  he  thought  would  obviate  the  difficulty 
that  had  arisen.  He  said  the  bill  now  before 
the  Senate,  as  amended  1^  the  House,  providea 
for  runng  one  thousand  gnn  men  to  protect 
the  Northwestern  frtmtier  against  the  Indians. 
He  would  have  been  satisfied  with  the  bill  as  it 
was,  for  he  was  anxious  to  stop  the  effbuon  of 
blood,  and  the  destruction  of  pr^>er^,  in  the 
frontier  oonntry.  Some  Senators  object  to  the 
number  of  men  to  be  nused,  some  to  their  term 
of  eervioe,  and  others  to  the  discretionary  pover 
vested  In  the  Kwoduit  On  a  former  occasion 
be  lutd  stated  that  five  hundred  men  were  com- 
petent to  the  service.  If  led  by  an  office-  suited 
to  tbe  oocadon.  This  was  stUl  his  opinion ; 
but,  yielding  to  the  wishes  of  the  Representar 
tive  from  Ulinoia,  for  whose  opinion  be  had 
great  respect,  he  had  left  the  number  blank. 
Some  Senators  have  said  to  the  friends  of  this 
measure,  agree  among  yourselves,  imd  we  will 
vote  with  yon  for  any  sum  that  is  reqaired. 
In  order  to  settle  this  matter,  and  procure  tiie 

Srompt  action  of  Congress,  I  now  propose,  said 
[r.  T.,  to  amend  tbe  amendment,  by  addng  for 
five  hundred  men,  to  serve  one  year,  to  be 
c<»nmanded  by  one  mi^or  and  a  suitable  num- 
ber of  platoon  officers,  to  be  u^inted  by  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  oonseid 
of  tbe  Senate.  He  had  no  fear  the  i£s(a«- 
tioaary  power  vested  in  tbe  Prerident  Ibo 
President  knew  too  well  what  was  doe  to  a 
safferiog  people,  and  to  his  own  fame,  and  he 
had  f^rea  too  many  pledges  oi  fid^^  to  his 
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country,  now  to  err  in  r^ard  to  coDdDcUng  an 
XndtaQ  war.  Pass  this  bill  with  the  amend- 
meat,  and,  in  thirt;  days  from  the  day  the 
Prssuent  signs  it,  a  saffitrimt  force  will  be  on 
the  frontier,  and  of  that  desoriptioa  of  troops 
tliat  will  iiiq>Ire  oonfldenoe  in  onr  people,  and 
enable  them  to  return  with  tlidr  ftmiUes  to 
thmr  former  homes.  This  number  of  men  is 
amply  sufficient  to  keep  peace,  the  presence 
of  an  armed  force  is  at  all  times  neoessary  to 
awe  those  Indians  into  aabmisdon. 

An  Indian  has  no  love  for  the  American  peo- 
ple. The  misnona,  the  teachers,  and  the 
preadiers  sent  to  them,  have  not  civilized 
them,  nor  will  the  long  prayers  made,  nor  the 
hypocritical  hands  holden  up  in  oar  Eastern 
cities  la  behalf  of  the  poor  Indians,  have  much 
effect  in  warding  off  the  scalping  knives  from 
our  heads.  To  ex^dain  the  oanse  of  hla  anxiety 
on  tiib  subject,  Ur.  T.  read  a  letter  from  M^or 
Brown,  dated  May  80th,  stating  that  GeDeral 
Walker  with  four  hnndred  men,  had  gone  ont. 
General  Walker,  s^d  Hr.  T.,  is  a  brave  and 
actara  yoong  man :  his  followers  are  noited  to 
the  eerrice ;  while  they  are  out,  the  frontiers 
will  be  protected.  Bnt  these  men  live  by  their 
own  indoatrv,  and  cannot  remain  long  in  the 
field,  and,  when  they  Mtnm,  more  morders  will 
be perpetrated. 

Those  who  have  not  lost  their  lives  have  lost 
thrnr  j^f^wrty,  and  Uie  opportamty  of  making 
liread  for  tliis  season.  Another  letter  informed 
lum  that  tiiere  was  not  bread  enongh  in  the 
oonntrr  to  aerve  the  pec^e  tm  dura.  The 
£iidiaa  haa  atrook  hia  blows,  and  will  lie  dose 
and  conceal  himself  nntil  oar  militia  return 
from  their  expe^tion. 

At  the  approach  of  aatnmn,  when  the  set- 
tlera,  driven  by  necessity,  retnm  to  recover 
their  property,  and  to  pnt  in  winter  grain  for 
the  next  crop,  nnlesa  we  have  an  armed  force 
there,  this  war  will  be  renewed. 

And,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  will  yon  then  expect 
as  to  renew  this  application  next  year  to  Oon- 
gress  with  another  moomfol  list  of  murders  t 
u  yoQ  do,  yon  are,  perh^is,  nuataken.  Let  me 
teUjoa  what  will  m  done  I 

Thwe  are  abontfive  thonsand  one  hundred 
Indians  in  Indiana,  and  in  IUin<^s  eight  thon- 
sand six  hundred:  we  ara  neighbon,  cannot 
agree,  and  are  now  at  war.  Ton  mnst  separate 
m  by  removing  these  ^ians  ont  of  these 
Btates,  or  yon  may  be  sure,  sir,  that  we  will 
exterminate  them.  From  this  war,  and  this 
danger,  the  Uenominees  and  a  part  of  the  Pot- 
tawatamies  are  exempt.  If  you  will  send,  the 
force  which  we  want,  it  can,  if  under  judicious 
officers,  protect  the  white  people  and  the 
fineodly  Indians  until  all  the  Indian  tribes  are 
removed  from  onr  vielnil^. 

ICr.  Bbhdkio^  was  in  favor  <tf  the  amend 
ment  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  and  had  a 
few  words  to  say,  ohieSy  applicable  to  filling 
the  blantL  sbonla  the  amendment  proposed 
be  adopted.  The  bill,  as  it  originally  passed 
the  Senate,  proposed  the  monnting  of  a  corpa 


of  in&ntry  for  the  protection  of  our  inland 
frontier.  It  bad  no  reference  to  the  recent 
troubles  of  the  Northwest,  but  had  its  ori- 
gin in  a  belief,  entertained  for  years  jasL 
tiiat  this  description  of  troops  was  better  suited 
to  the  aerrioe  m  that  quarter  than  infintry  on 
foot. 

This  bUI  had  been  modelled  in  tiie  Honse  of 
BeprssentatiTes,  in  direct  reference  to  the  In- 
diim  war  now  raging  betwem  the  Hissianppi 
and  Lake  Michigan,  and  proposed  as  a  substi- 
tute the  raising  of  one  thonsand  gun  men,  vol- 
unteers, ooros  oi^^ized,  or  to  be  oi^anixed, 
as  the  President  might  direct ;  to  continue  in 
service,  or  be  dismissed  from  it,  as  his  discre- 
tion m^ht  see  fit.  The  amendments'  proposed, 
said  Mr.  H.,  look  not  so  much  to  the  present 
crisis,  as  to  the  permaufflit  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, and  contemplate  a  corps  of  momited  tan^ 
era  on  the  model  of  thoee  employed  on  the 
frontier  during  the  late  war.  This  latter  pur- 
pose, said  Mr.  H.,  I  approve,  and  bdSere  the 
latter  description  of  troops  decidedly  the  best 
adapted  to  the  servioe,  and  the  most  effit^ent 
that  can  be  called  into  it:  This  was  the  testi- 
mony, he  believed,  uniformly  given  in  favor  of 
these  corps  during  that  war,  from  the  frontiers 
of  the  Ohio  to  t£e  Mississippi  River.  These 
troops  were  more  active,  energetic,  mora  rapid 
in  their  movements,  and  as  brave  as  any  others 
that  have  heretofore  ever  been  employed  in  the 
service.  They  were,  indeed,  mtuen  soldiers, 
haWng  all  the  advantages  at  diadpUne,  and  all 
the  interests  <rf  the  oonntry  eonemtnted  npm 
them.  It  was  his  <^nion  that  so  much  b^ter 
were  these  corps  stdted  to  the  defence  against 
Indians,  that  five  hnndrod  of  them  would 
be  better  than  the  one  thousand  proposed 
by  Ibe  amendment  of  the  Hoose  of  Befffesent- 
atives. 

Mr.  BsHTON  stated  that  the  bill  introduced 
by  the  Senator  from  Indiana  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Military  Oommittee,  of 
which  they  would  soon  report.  In  order  to 
gain  information  on  the  measure  under  discus- 
sion &<nn  the  War  Department,  he  woidd  move 
that  the  bill,  with  the  several  amendments,  be^ 
for  the  present,  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  inform 
nu^on  acquired  he  would  oommunloate,  if  poa- 
nble,  on  the  following  dav. 

The  motion  was  oanied. 


TnsDAT,  Jnne  IS. 

New  Yorh  Eaohtt^OM—The  Tariff. 

Mr.  Dttdlet  presented  certain  resolutions 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  recommending  concessions  on  the 
salfjeet  of  the  tariff;  and  moved  to  lay  tliem  on 
the  table,  and  print  them. 

Mr.  Wkbstbb  said  that  these  rescilations  oame 
to  the  Benate  under  the  anthOTity  of  tiie  most 
respeotable  namee.  They  were  represented, 
and  no  doabt  truly,  to  have  been  pused  at  a 
very  nunerons  aasemUage  of  oitixen%  caUed  hy 
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m  notioe  signed  hj  highly  respeetable  names,  and  i 
irere  introdnoed  to  the  0(niddentioD  of  that 
saeemblage  bj  a  speech  highly  proper  for  the 
oocasion,  by  an  able  and  most  excellent  man. 
Bat  however  commendable  in  their  spirit  and 
temper,  the  resolntions,  he  feared,  were  too 
general  in  their  scope  and  character  to  be  val- 
uable snides  throngn  the  ardnooa  duties  which 
ixj  before  Ooogress.  They  recommend  a  spirit 
of  uocRumodatlon,  of  ooiMdliatlcm,  of  compro- 
idIm.  Now  this  it  ezaeUy  each  a  Q>irit,  taid 
"Mr.  as  we  all  profeia,  onrselves,  and  as 
most  of  ofl,  in  mj  opmton,  really  and  sincerely 
flsel.  Bat  the  qaestion  is  a  very  complex  one ; 
it  involves  a  deq>  and  important  principle,  and 
it  involves  also  very  great  difficnltiee  of  detaiL 
If  tills  most  respectable  meeting,  or  any  otiber, 
ootdd  tell  ns  what  that  is  which  conld  he  given 
op,  without  ruin  or  extreme  Injary  to  those 
concerned,  and  which,  if  given  up,  would  pro- 
duce the  satisfaction  go  much  to  be  dedred, 
tJbey  would,  by  so  doing,  render  Congress  a 
most  lueAil  service. 

I  Mitirely  approve,  ICr.  W.,  the  spirit  of 
these  resuntioiu ;  I  otHumttid  tndr  mirit  tii 
kindness  and  oondliatioD ;  above  all,  I  oom- 
mend  the  attachment  manifested  hy  them  to  the 
great  and  paramount  object  of  regard — the 
union  of  the  States ;  but  I  am  not  quite  willing 
that  an  opinioQ  shonld  be  cheiiued  abroad 
that  members  of  Congress,  of  any  party,  are 
wanting  in  a  proper  spirit  of  ooncuiation,  or 
tiiat  what  Congress  most  needs  is  a  spirit  of 
compromise.  For  his  own  pwt,  Mr.  W.  said, 
he  hardly  failed  to  meet,  at  every  turn,  some 
gentleman  who  had,a  project  for  compromising 
all  our  difflcolties.  He  thought  there  was  no 
want  of  projects.  In  his  opinion,  the  necessity 
of  a  steady  system  of  poli<^ ;  a  regular  ad- 
herenoe  to  what  has  been  stuwmly  settled ;  a 
moderate  but  firm  regard  to  the  st^Uity  of 

Property,  to  the  m^atenanoe  of  those  means  of 
vtng  on  which  the  various  classes  of  labor  de- 
pend ;  caution  not  to  agitate  great  and.  numer- 
ous interests  to  their  very  centre,  by  ill  consid- 
ered, though  well-intended  efforts  to  allay 
excitement  among  other  interests ;  these  were 
topics,  in  regard  to  which,  if  in  regard  to  any. 
Congress  might  be  benefited  by  meniUy  ad- 
monition. 

The  raaoSationa  were  ordaed  to  be  printed. 


TmTBSDAT,  June  14. 

Indian  Wan  in  the  NoTthv>at~Bafly  Bqtedi- 
IMM—Rangen  and  Volntnteert  lAe  muem- 
ful  Troopt. 

Mr.  Tipton  wished  to  be  informed  whether 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  had  received  any  information  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of 
the  bill  relative  to  the  enlistment  of  moonted 
troops. 

Mr.  Bkiton  replied  that  be  had  been  unable, 
In  oonaequoioe  of  the  abaenoe  of  the  Secretary 


[Jos,  18BS: 

of  War,  to  obtain  the  information  he  had  de> 
sired. 

Mr.  TiPTOH  tiien  said,  I  consider  it  my  dnty 
to  move  the  Senate  to  take  up  this  bill,  with 
the  amendment  made  by  the  Hoase.  The  qoes* 
tion  now  is,  will  Congrass  vote  nathe  means  of 
defence  or  not?  Denial  is  better  for  ns  than 
delay.  If  you  will  aid  ns,  do  it  immediately; 
if  not,  say  so,  and  we  will  do  our  own  bnainess 
in  our  own  way. 

Sir,  we  must  sweep  these  people  from  exist- 
ence, or  keep  than  peaceable.  The  power  to 
make  peace,  and  to  preeerve  it,  and  to  preserre 
the  Indians,  is  what  I  want.  Ho  one  can 
imagine  the  distress  that  an  alana  on  the  fron- 
tier produces,  without  witoessiug  it.  Thoss 
who  are  at  the  point  of  attack,  flee  wHh  Huat 
fimillies;  those  next  in  the  rear,  though  mora 
aecnre,  are  not  safe.  Ko  man  can  leave  his 
own  family  to  help  his  ndghbor;  and  the  con- 
sequence is,  that  they  break  up  and  deseri 
their  homes,  takins  litUe  with  them,  and  leave 
their  property  to  be  pillaged  by  the  disboneat 
wbitM,  as  well  as  the  Indians. 

you  will  authorize  the  rusii^of  the  emps 
wfaieh  I  propose,  we  can  prevent  tfaeee  aiarais, 

Sive  confidence  to  the  people,  and  cheek  ot 
eatroy  the  hostSe  Indians. 
The  Senator  firom  Illinois,  (Mr.  Eajtb,)  when 
this  bill  was  up  the  other  day,  asked  who  knew 
that  this  nnmMr,  five  hundred  men,  is  suffieieat 
Sir,  all  practiiMl  men  know  that  five  hsndred 
men  are  suflSctent  to  march  to  any  point  be- 
tween Lake  Michisan  and  the  Mi8siaBt[^ 
Th^  will  do  it,  with  or  without  authority. 

What  Is  the  extent  of  the  Indian  comitiyt 
I  will  um  yon :  It  it  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miles  from  Chicago  to  IMxoD^&riT-- 
four  short  days'  march  tor  mounted  lifle  men. 
The  real  force  of  the  Black  Hawk*8  foUowen 
may  be  fUriy  estimated  at  seven  hundred  to 
one  thousand  warriors;  that  is,  fire  hondred 
and  fifty  of  hia  own  tribe,  two  hnodred  and  fifty 
Pottawatamies,  and  a  few  from  other  tribes. 
This  force  is  not  now  daneerous,  but  to  ths 
defenceless  fl-ontier,  and  wm  Immass  every 
day  until  it  is  brc&m  down.  One  loe^getio 
effort  will  crash  it. 

To  oppose  this  man  and  hia  force,  we  are  told 
that,  on  the  10th  of  May^  twelve  hondred  and 
five  men  were  within  uiirty  or  fortj  miles  of 
this  tnnditti.  Why  did  these  men  not  march 
(m,  da^  and  filf^t,  nxuL  attack  these  Infan^  if 
tobefonsd?  we  are  told  that  parted  oar  men 
are  infontry,  and  th^  ba^age  in  boats.  la 
f^ese  days  of  good  living,  men  moathave  baggage^ 
and,  of  course,  live  at  their  ease.  I  do  not 
oensare  them  for  this.  It  is  quite  a  satisfsctory 
excuse  in  1882;  bat,  sir,  in  1791,  orl814,irhiU 
would  have  been  aaid  of  sun^ine  soldierBT 
Let  ns  recur,  for  a  few  moments^  to  days  long 
gone  by. 

On  the  2Sd  of  May,  1791,  General  Scott 
crossed  the  Ohio,  at  tiie  month  of  the  Ken- 
tucky, and  marched  frvm  tiieoce  for  Weeon- 
tonon,  on  the  Wabaah.  It  rained  InoesNtttiy, 
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bat  he  pressed  forward,  through  an  unbrok^ 
and  onkDOvn  forest,  crosaed  four  larf^e  streams, 
the  White  Rivws  and  their  tributaries,  not  in 
boats,  but  svam  them  on  his  horses,  or  on  logs 
ooofiDed  together — ^rafta ;  and,  on  the  1st  day 
of  Jnne,  he  surpiised  the  Indians  at  Weeanto- 
non,  DOW  railed  Weea,  killed  some^  and  took 
fifty-eight  priswera.  llus  town  is  one  hoodred 
and  flny-five  miles  frcan  the  Ohio,  where  he 
set  out 

But  tl^  is  not  all.  He  was  now  two  hun- 
dred and  &ttj  milM  fromLeziiiflton,  the  aetitod 
port  of  SMitnokr,  snrroimded  by  the  most  na- 
merous  and  warlike  tribes  that  ever  inhabited 
North  America,  then  nnbroken  by  defeat,  not 
hnmbled  and  reduced  by  the  wars  that  hare 
since  intervened,  and  not  dispirited  by  the 
operations  of  our  people,  and  ferooious  as  the 
native  Indian  is  known  to  he.  But  General 
Soott  bad  neither  baggage  nor  boats  to  encum- 
ber him.  lieutenant  Colonel  Wilkinson  was 
despatched  with  three  hundred  and  sixty  men 
to  cross  the  Wabash,  a  large  river,  then  much 
swollen  with  raina,  to  destFoy  the  Indian 
Tillages  at  what  tb«j  oaU  tba  £el  Biw,  now 
l^peoanoe. 

Oolfmel  Wilkimon  marched  on  foot,  crossed 
the  river,  surprised  the  Indians,  destroyed  the 
town,  and  returned  with  a  loss  of  three  men, 
wounded,  having  marched  on  foot  thirty-six 
B^lea  in  twelve  days,  fought  a  battle,  and 
bonied  a  town.  These  men  were  Kentnckians, 
eommanded  by  a  man  that  could  walk  on  foot, 
and  swim  a  river. 

General  Boott  then  retomed  to  Lexington, 
hnviug  raorohed  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
bnmed  four  towns,  and  killed  many  of  the 
enemy,  taken  fifty-eight  prisoners,  and  con- 
ducted his  prisoners  to  Fort  Steuben,  now 
J^BnonTill& 

In  17»1,  Oolooel  Wkfakson  was  ordered  by 
Gounl  Waoblngton  to  destsoy  the  Indian  vil- 
lages on  Eel  Biver.  They  set  ont  on  the  1st  of 
Auffast  from  Port  Washington,  now  Oinoionati, 
■wiui  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  men.  He 
manned  two  days  north  to  make  a  feint  on  the 
Miami  townS^  thm  northwest;  and  he  tells  us 
that,  on  the  7th  day,  he  crossed  tiie  Wabash 
on  the  ver^  spot  that  he  set  ont  for,  and  next 
day  snrpnsea  the  Indians  on  Eel  Biver,  one 
hundred  ^nd  eighty  miles  from  Fort  Washing- 
t(H»— kiUed  some  o(  the  Indiana,  took  stnne,  and 
proosed  ftffward  to  find  the  Pottawatamie  town, 
or  nppeeanoe.  The  next  day  he  in^e<^ed  his 
otnnmand,  to  find  its  oda^tionr— ratmd  two 
hundred  and  seveoty  lame  horses,  and  but  five 
days*  provisions  in  camp,  two  hundred  and 
twenty  ndles  from  Fwt  Washington,  enrroand- 
ed  with  wariike  tribes,  but  no  baggage,  beiades 
iniBouers.  He  returned  safe,  havii^  performed 
a  march  of  five  hundred  miles  tlm>ugh  an 
almost  unknown  forest,  through  bogs,  cre^is, 
and  rivers;  but,  sir,  in  these  days  our  men 
forded  the  rivers,  if  they  could  he  forded  w^I ; 
but  if  uot^  swam  them,  withoot  dday,  on  tiieir 

hfltSM.  . 
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The  amendment  I  propose  is,  to  anthmize 
the  President  to  nuse,  by  enlistment,  or  by  ao- 
oepting  volunteers,  five  hundred  men,  believing 
that  number  to  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  in- 
tended. But  if  OongresB  will  give  na  one  thou- 
sand men,  I  am  wuling  to  concede  Bomething 
to  meet  the  views  of  other  Senators.  The 
amendment  difiers  but  little  from  the  laws  of 
1612  and  IBIS,  auth<Hizing  the  ndsing  of  the 
rangers.  The  Preridoit  that  day  allowed 
some  companies  to  elect  their  own  officers,  and 
the  officers  or  ottm-  oonpantes  were  appi^ted 
here,  and  they  were  directed  to  oilist  th^ 
men.  We  got  some  good  offlcm,  and  some 
not  so.  These  troops  were  effi<^«it,  and  ren- 
dered valuable  service.  A  gentleman  now  here^ 
who  was  engaged  in  this  serrioa,  can  bear  testi- 
mony of  their  uaefhlness. 

Uessrs.  Bobihson  and  Ema  opposed  tbe  mo- 
tion, which  was  carried — ^yeas  26. 

Mr.  TiPTOV  moved  to  amend  the  bUI  by  strik- 
ing out  the  amendment  of  the  House,  and  in- 
serting a  new  bill,  sabatantially  as  follows : 

That  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  he,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  raiHe,  either  by  the  ac- 
ceptance of  vtduDteers,  or  enliBtmeot  for  one  year, 

uolesB  sooner  discharged,    mounted  rangers, 

to  be  armed,  equipped,  mounted,  aod  organized,  in 
such  a  manner,  and  to  be  under  sacb  regolatkus 
and  restrictions,  as  the  nature  of  the  sernoe  may, 
in  his  ojMnion,  make  necessary. 

Sac.  2.  That  each  of  tbe  sud  CMnpanies  of  nn- 
geni  shall  oonsist  of  one  captaua,  one  first,  one  seo- 
ond,  and  one  lUrd  lieutenant,  five  sergeants,  five 
oorpoials,  and  one  hundred  privates— the  whole  to 
form  a  battalion,  and  be  oommanded  by  a  major. 

Skc.  8.  Hiat  tbe  sud  nOD-commiBBioned  officen 
and  privates  shall  arm  and  equip  themselves,  on- 
leas  otherwise  ordered  by  the  President,  and  pro- 
vide th^  own  horses,  and  shall  be  allowed  each 

 per  day,  as  a  foil  compensation  for  their  seiv 

vices,  and  the  use  of  their  arms  and  horses.  The 
commisBiaued  officers  ihaU  receive  tbe  same  emolu- 
ments as  officen  of  the  same  grade  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States. 

Sac.  4.  That  the'  officers,  oon-commisedoned  of- 
ficers, and  privates,  shall  be  entitled  to  tbe  same 
provi^on,  in  case  of  disability  by  wounds  or  other- 
wise, as  is  made  for  officen,  non-commissioned 
(^oera,  and  jvivates,  In  the  regular  amy,  and  sub- 
ject to  an  the  rules  and  artloles  of  war,  so  &r  as 
the  same        be  apphcabte. 

Sao.  6.  That  Uie  officers  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Prorident,  by  and  irith  the  advioo  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  HATm  asked  fbr  a  division  of  the  qoes- 
tion,  so  as  first  to  take  the  vote  on  striking  oat 
the  amendment  of  the  House. 

1^.  Tipton  made  a  few  observations  in  de- 
fence of  his  amendment,  which  he  said  was 
framed  in  the  exact  words  of  the  act  of  1818. 
He  considered  that,  under  an  efficient  officer, 
well  acquainted  with  the  mode  of  Indian  war- 
fare, a  force  of  five  hundred  men  would  be  bet- 
ter than  twice  the  nnmber  under  the  command 
oi  inexperienced  men. 

Mr.  Bmn  referred  to  the  fbroe  raised  by  order 
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of  General  Washington  in.  1798,  to  aid  General 
Wume  in  his  ezpeott»on  ag^nst  the  Zodiuia, 
as  the  moat  eflfectave  force  which  oonld  he  em- 
plOTsd  in  such  service. 
The  qnestion  vas  dedded  as  Mows: 

Ykas. — Ucssrfl.  Bell,  Bentoa,  Buckner,  ClaTton, 
Enis,  Ewing,  Foot,  FrelioKhiiTsen,  Omody,  Havne, 
Headrieks,  Hill,  Holmes,  Kaisht,  Hugam,  Uarcy, 
MUIer,  Moore,  Nand&tn,  Fdnctexter,  PrentiflS,  Rob- 
bins,  Seymour,  Sprague,  Tipton,  TomlinMn,  Troup, 
Tyler,  Wamman,  Webster— SO. 

Nats.— II  Btt>b,  Cfaambeifl,  Dudley,  Fonyth, 
Kaue,  Kiag,  BoUnaon,  Bngglea,  Slsbae,  TaieweU, 
White— 11. 

On  moUon  ciJtr.  HnmBicKB,  the  first  blank 
In  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Tipton  was  then 
filled  with  the  words  "  six  hnndred,^*  and  the 
second  with  the  words  "  one  dollar." 

Kr.  Kim  moved  to  strike  ont  the  last  section, 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  officers  by  the 
President  and  Senate ;  bnt,  on  an  explanation 
that  the  officers  elected  bj  the  volnnteera 
would  he  eomndsedoned,  he  withdrew  lua  mo- 
tion. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Tipton  was  then 
agreed  to,  and  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
Senate  oonoorred  therein. 


Satvxdjlt,  Jnne  16. 
Land  Grant  to  Mimmri/pr  Boadt  and  Canals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bekton,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  grantio^  oertm 
public  lands  to  the  State  of  Missonri,  for  the 
purpose  of  internal  improvement. 

The  amendment  made  in  committee  to  insert 
the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Loni^ana,  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  qaesuon  on  the  oogrosament 
of  the  bill  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

[A  little  disonsmcm  took  place  dnrfaiffthe  con- 
rioaraHon  v/t  tibe  bill,  In  which  Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Wbbstbb,  Mr.  WA.e«AMAV,  Mr.  Houcss,  Mr. 
FoBSTTH,  Mr.  BsNTON,  and  Mr.  Poindeztbb 
took  part.  It  wad  stated  that  the  four  other 
new  States  had  received  grants  of  pnblio  lands, 
while  tbe  States  inclnded  in  the  bill  had  re- 
ceived no  donations  either  in  money  or  lands. 
The  present  donation  was  asked  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  some  Improvements  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  whole  people  o;f  the  Union,  and 
not  exclusively  benefi4»al  to  the  States  to  which 
the  lands  were  granted.] 

On  motion  Mr.  Moobk,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  oonuder  the  bill  supplementary  to  an 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Tennessee,  Ooosa,  Cahawba,  and  Black 
Varrior  Bivers, 

There  was  some  discussion  on  this  bilL  which 
was  finally,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Out,  liud  on 
the  teble  until  Toesday,  to  allow  time  for  ex- 
amination. 


TcuDXT,  June  19. 

Death     Charles  JohnsUmj  Etq.^  a  SeprtteUor 

tine  from      State  of  Yvrginia. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Honaa  el 
BepreBMtatiTea.  br  tiidr  Olerk,  notifyiog  the 
Seni^  Hi  the  deam  vi  Cublb  O.  JMamM^ 
a  member  (tf  that  Honsefimn  tbe  State  Vir- 
giula,  and  that  his  f^meral  would  take  plaee  fa 
the  afternoon  at  half-past  three  o*eloek. 

On  motuA  Mr.  Ttlks,  the  Sanafes  tbea 
adi^ted  the  fdlowing  re6olnti<m: 

Sete^ied.  That  the  Senate,  as  a  biiA  of  reapM*, 
win  attend  the  funeral  of  tbe  Hon.  Ohaius  C 
JoHSBTON,  a  member'  of  OoDgresa  from  TugHat, 
thEfl  day,  at  balf-past  three  o'clock ;  and,  as  u 
additionil  mark  of  respect,  that  the  Smalon  vffl  ge 
Into  mourning,  by  wearing  crqie  on  tbe  lc&  iciBfn 
thirty  days. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tazewell,  it  was  then 
Ordered^  That  vhen  the  Senate  a^onni^  It  ad- 
journ to  meet  at  half-past  three  o'clocK. 

On  motion  <^  Mr.  TjlZbwkll, 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Ftibltc  LaiuU—DUtr&mtim. 

The  Senate  then  took  np  the  bill  to  appro- 
priate for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the 
pnblio  lands ;  and  the  amendments  reported  1^ 
the  OcHumittee  on  Public  Lands  were  read. 

Mr.  PonrDKZiSB  moved  an  amendmeot,  giv- 
ing SOOjOOO  acres  to  each  of  the  States  of  Mi*- 
aonri,  Misdsuppi,  and  Looiaoiia;  vhioh  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Out  and:  Ko  satjeet  which  hod  pie- 
sented  itself  to  the  present,  cw  perhaps  odj  pre- 
ceding Congress,  was  of  greater  magnitude  than 
that^  the  pabli(L  lands.  There  was  anotitar, 
indeed,  whidi  possessed  a  more  exatiogoDa 
abeorbmg  interest,  bnt  the  excitement  was 
happily  but  temporary  in  its  nature.  Loog 
after  we  shall  cease  to  be  ajptated  bj  the  tariil^ 
ages  after  our  manufiactnrtt  ahoU  have  ae- 
qidred  a  stability  and  peritetioa  which  viB 
entUide  them  snooessfolly  to  to^  with  the 
muia&etores  of  any  other  ooontry,  the  pabfie 
lands  will  remain  a  subject  of  deep  arc  en- 
during interest.  In  whatever  view  we  oobImb- 
plate  them,  there  is  no  question  of  aooh  vast 
importance.  As  to  their  extent,  there  is  poUie 
land  enough  to  found  an  «npire;  stretchiag 
across  the  mimenee  continent,  from  the  Atian- 
tio  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  fivm  the  Golf  <^  Moiko 
to  the  Northwestern  Lakes,  the  quantity,  ac- 
cording to  offitual  surveys  aod  estinute^ 
amonntiog  to  the  pro^gions  sam  of  one  billion 
and  eight?  millions  of  acres!  As  to  tbedarai- 
tion  <tf  tiie  interest  regarded  as  a  aoaroe  of 
oomfbrt  to  our  people,  and  of  pnblio  income 
dnring  the  last  year,  when  the  greatest  qnon- 
tity  was  sold  that  ever,  in  caie  rear,  had  been 
previously  sold,  it  to  ieas  than  three 
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millions  of  acres,  prodaclng  three  millionB  and 
a  half  of  dollars.  Assuming  that  year  aa  afford- 
ing the  standard  rate  at  which  the  lands  will 
be  anonaUjT  sold,  it  would  require  three  hun- 
dred years  to  dispose  of  them.  Bat  the  sales 
will  probably  be  accelerated,  fVom  increased 
popnuttion  and  other  causes.  We  may  safely, 
however,  anticipate  that  long,  if  not  centuries, 
aft«r  the  present  day,  the  representatiTeB  ot 
oar' children's  children  may  be  deliberating  in 
the  Ualls  of  Oongresa  on  laws  relating  to  the 
pablio  lands. 

The  aabject,  in  other  points  of  view,  chal- 
lenged lihe  follest  attention  of  an  American 
Btatesman.  If  there  was  any  one  circumstance, 
more  than  all  othere,  which  diMingaished  onr 
happy  condition  from  that  of  the  nations  of  the 
Old  World,  it  was  the  possession  of  this  vast 
naUonal  property,  and  the  resources  which  it 
afforded  to  onr  peofde  and  oar  Government 
No  European  nation  (possibly  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Kufisia)  commanded  such  an  ample  re- 
aonrce.  With  respect  to  the  other  republics  of 
this  continent  we  have  no  informatioa  that  any 
of  them  have  y  et  ad(mt«d  a  regular  qystan  (rf  pre- 
vious Borray  and  snbsequent  sale  of  th^  wild 
lands,  in  convenient  tracts  well  defined  and 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  all.  On  the  contrary, 
the  probaUUty  ia  that  they  adhere  to  the  rain- 
cos  and  mad  system  of  old  Sp^n,  according  to 
wfaicb  hu^e  unsnrveyed  districts  are  granted 
to  &vorite  individaals,  prejudicial  to  them, 
who  often  sink  under  the  moambrance,  and 
die  in  poverty,  whilst  the  regular  current  of 
OToigration  is  checked  and  diverted  from  its 
legitimate  channels. 

And  if  there  be  in  the  operations  of  this  Gov- 
ernment one,  which,  more  tiian  any  ether,  dis- 
plays consummate  wisdom  and  statesmaiuhip, 
it  11  tbat  qrrtem  ^  which  IhepnUio  lands  have 
been  w  snoceasAilly  admlniatored.  We  ahoold 
Mose,  solemnly  pause,  before  we  subvert  it. 
We  dionld  touch  it  hesitadngfy,  and  witii  the 
gentiest  hand.  The  prodent  management  of  tiie 
public  lands,  in  the  nands  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, will  be  more  manifest  by  contrasting 
it  with  that  of  several  of  tiie  Btates,  which  had 
the  diaposal  of  large  bodies  of  waste  lands.  Vir- 
giida  poBseesed  an  ample  donuua  west  of  the 
monntuns  and  in  the  present  State  of  Eeotacky, 
over  and  above  her  munificent  cession  to  the 
Qeneral  Gtovernment.  Pressed  for  pecuniary 
meana  liy  the  revolutionary  war,  she  broogfat 
her  wild  landa,  daring  its  progress,  into  market, 
recdvii^  pt^iDent  in  paper  money.  There 
were  no  previoaa  snrveys  of  the  waste  lands— 
DO  townsolps,  no  sections,  no  official  definition 
or  description  of  tracts.  £acb  parchaser  made 
his  own  location,  describing  the  land  boDgbt  as 
he  thoaght  proper.  These  locations  or  de- 
sciipUons  were  often  vague  and  uncertain.  The 
consequence  was,  that  &e  same  tract  was  not 
Tinfreqnently  entered  various  times  by  different 
parobasers,  so  as  to  bQ  literally  shingled  over 
with  oonBicting  chdms.  The  8tat&  perhaps, 
Mdd  in  this  way  mnoh  more  land  ttum  it  was 


entitled  to,  bnt  then  It  received  nothing  in  re- 
turn that  was  valuable ;  whilst  the  purchasers, 
in  consequence  of  the  dashing  and  interference 
between  their  rights,  were  exposed  to  tedious, 
vexatious,  and  ruinous  litigation. 

Kentucky  long  and  severely  suffered  from  this 
cause,  and  is  just  emerging  from  the  troubles 
brou^t  npon  her  by  improvident  land  legis- 
lation. Western  Yir^nia  has  also  suffered 
greatly,  though  iiot  to  the  same  extent. 

The  State  of  Qeoivia  had  large  bodies  of 
waste  lands,  wUeh  she  disposed  of  in  a  man- 
ner satisfactory  no  donbt  to  aersel^  bnt  aston- 
ishing to  every  one  of  that  commonwealth. 
Accc^in^  to  her  system,  waste  lands  are  dis- 
tributed in  lotteries  among  die  people  of  the 
State,  in  conformity  with  the  enactments  of  the 
Legislature.  And  when  one  district  of  conn- 
try  is  disposed  of,  as  there  are  many  who  do 
not  draw  prizes,  the  unsuccessful  call  out  for 
fresh  distributions.  These  are  made,  from  time 
to  time,  as  lands  are  acquired  from  the  Indians ; 
and  hence  one  of  tlie  causes  of  the  avidity  with 
which  the  Indian  lands  are  sought.  It  is  maui- 
fest  that  neither  the  present  generation  nor 
posterity  can  d«4Te  mnch  advantage  from  this 
mode  of  alienating  pnblic  lands.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  should  tiiink,  it  cannot  fall  to'wgender 
Bpecolation  and  a  spirit  of  gambling. 

The  State  of  Eentncky,  in  virtue  of  a  com- 
pact with  Virginia,  acqoired  a  right  to  a  qnan- 
tity  of  public  lands  south  of  Green  Itiver. 
Neglecting  to  profit  by  the  unfortunate  example 
of  tne  parent  State,  she  did  not  order  the  coun- 
try U)  be  surveyed  previous  to  its  being  offered 
to  purchasers.  Seduced  by  some  of  those  wild 
land  projects,  of  which  at  all  times  there  have 
been  some  anoat,  and  which  hitherto  the  Gen- 
eral Government  aloue  has  firmly  rasisted,  she 
was  tempted  to  offer  her  waste  lands  to  settlers, 
at  different  prices,  under  the  name  of  head 
rights  or  pre-emptions.  As  the  laws,  like  most 
l^ialation  upon  sQch  subjects,  were  somewhat 
loosely  worded,  the  keen  eye  of  the  speculator 
soon  discerned  the  defects,  and  he  took  advan- 
tage of  them.  Instances  had  occurred  of  mas- 
ters obtaining  certificates  of  head  rights  in  the 
name  of  their  slaves,  and  thus  seeming  tlie 
land,  in  contravention  of  the  intention  of  the 
legldature.  Slaves  generally  have  but  one 
name,  being  called  Tom,  Jack,  Dick,  or  Harry. 
To  conceal  the  fraud,  the  owner  would  add 
Black,  or  some  other  ooanomination,  so  that  the 
certificate  would  read  Tom  Black,  Jack  Black, 
&c  The  gentleman  frcon  Tennessee  (Mr. 
GKUin>T)  wul  remember,  some  twenty  f>dd 
years  ago,  when  we  were  both  members  of  the 
kentudcy  Legislature,  that  I  took  occasion  to 
animadvert  upon  these  fraudulent  practices,  and 
observed  that,  when  the  names  came  to  be 
alphabetted,  the  truth  would  be  told,  whatever 
might  be  the  language  of  the  record ;  for  the 
alphabet  would  read  Black  Tom,  Black  Harry, 
&c,  Kentucky  realized  more  in  her  treasury 
than  the  parent  State  had  done,  ooiuidering 
that  she  had  but  a  remnant  of  pubho  lands,  ana 
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she  added  somewhat  to  her  popoUlion.  But 
they  were  far  less  availaUe  than  they  would 
have  beeQ  noder  a  syatem  of  pnTioos  sarrey 
and  regnbu'  sale. 

Tbeae  obaerntiais  In  reapeet  to  the  ooorse 
itf  the  ret^eetable  States  refored  to,  in  r^aticm 
to  th^  paUio  landa,  an  not  prompted  by  any 
nnkind  feelinn  towards  theai,  hvA  to  show  the 
SQpetioiity  «  the  land  qratem  of  the  United 
Statee. 

Under  the  system  of  the  General  GoTWtunoat, 
the  wisdom  cdT  which,  in  some  reflects,  is  ad- 
mitted even  by  the  report  of  the  Land  Com- 
mittee, the  ooantry  subject  to  its  operation* 
beyond  the  Alleghany  HoaotiUns,  has  rapidly 
advanced  in  population,  improvement  and 
prosperity.  The  example  of  toe  State  of  Ohio 
was  emphaUoally  relied  on  by  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Uannfaetorea— ita  million  of 
people,  ita  oanaU  and  other  improvemei^  its 
nonrisbhig  towns,  ita  highly  oaltivated  fields,  all 
pnt  there  withinleas  than  forty  years.  Toweak- 
en  the  force  of  Uiis  example,  the  Land  Committee 
deny  that  the  population  of  that  State  is  princi- 
pally settled  upon  pnblio  lands  derived  from 
the  General  Government  Bat,  Hr.  Preudent, 
with  great  deference  to  that  committee.  I  must 
say  uiat  it  labors  nnder  misapprenension. 
Three-fourths,  if  not  fonr-fifths,  of  the  popula- 
tion of  that  State  are  settled  upon  pnblic  lands 
purchased  from  the  United  States,  and  they 
are  the  most  flonrishing  parts  of  the  State. 
For  the  oorrectness  of  this  statement  I  appeal 
to  my  fkiend  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Ewnro)  near  me. 
He  Imowi,  as  well  as  I  da  &at  the  rich  valleys 
of  the  Miami  of  Ohio,  and  the  Maomee  of  the 
Lake,  the  Scioto,  and  the  Moskingum,  are  prin- 
<dpally  settled  by  personsderivingtitlestotheir 
lands  from  the  United  States. 

In  a  national  point  of  view,  one  of  the  great- 
est advantages  which  thesa  pnblic  lands  in  the 
West,  and  Uiis  system  of  sdling  them,  afford, 
is  the  resource  which  they  present  sgainst  pres- 
sure and  want,  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  from 
the  vocations  of  society  being  too  closely  filled, 
and  too  much  crowded.  They  constantly  tend 
to  siuttto  the  prioe  of  labor,  by  the  opportnnity 
wluoh  they  offer  cS  the  acquisiUon  of  fertile 
land  at  a  moderate  price,  and  the  oonseqiient 
temptation  to  emigrate  from  tiiose  parts  of  the 
Uidon  where  labor  may  be  badly  rewarded. 
The  progress  of  settlement,  and  me  in^rove- 
ment  m  the  fortunes  and  condjtionof  individnals, 
under  the  operation  of  this  beneficent  system, 
are  as  simple  as  they  are  manifest  ^oneers 
of  a  more  adveoturoas  character,  advancing 
before  the  tide  of  emigration,  penetrate  into 
the  uninhabited  r^ons  of  tne  West.  They 
apply  the  axe  to  the  forest,  which  falls  before 
them,  or  the  plough  to  the  prairie,  deeply  sink- 
ing its  share  in  me  unbroken  wild  grasses  in 
which  tt  abounds.  They  balld  hotiaes,plwt 
orchards,  enclose  fields,  cultivate  theearui,  and 
rear  np  fiunilies  aronnd  them.  Meantim^  the 
tide  of  emigration  flows  npon  tiiem,  their  im- 
proved farms  rise  in  valoe,  a  demand  for  them 
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takes  place,  they  sell  to  the  new  comers  st  a 
great  advance,  and  prooeeQ  farther  west,  with 
ample  means  to  pnrchase  from  Goveromeat,  at 
reasonable  prices,  soffioient  land  for  aSi  the  mem- 
bers of  their  fiuniUes.  Another  and  another 
tide  soooeeda  the  first,  pushing  on  westwardly 
the  previous  settlers,  who,  in  their  torn,  sell 
out  tneir  farms,  oonstantiy  augmenting  in  price, 
until  they  arrive  at  a  fixed  and  stationary  valae. 
In  tibia  way,  thousands  and  tons  of  tboasaods 
are  diUly  improving  their  circnmstances,  and 
betteriog  their  condition.  I  have  often  wit- 
nessed tills  gratifying  proRresa.  On  the  same 
farm,  you  may  sometimes  behold,  standing  to- 
getiier,  the  first  rude  cabin  of  round  and  no- 
hewn  logs,  and  wooden  chimneys,  the  hewn 
log  house,  cbincked  and  shingled,  with  stone 
or  brick  chimneys:  and,  lastly,  the  comforts- 
ble  brick  or  stone  dwelDng;  each  denoting  the 
diffiueat  ooenpants  of  the  ftnn,  ta  the  seversl 
stages  of  the  condition  of  the  same  occupant 
That  other  nation  can  boast  of  such  an  outlet 
for  its  increasing  population,  snefa  bountifol 
meaos  of  promoting  their  proqwrity,  and  se- 
curing their  indepeadenoe  f 

To  the  public  lands  of  the  United  St^«s,  and 
espedally  to  the  existing  system  by  which  they 
are  distributed  with  so  mnch  regularity  and 
equity,  are  we  indebted  for  these  ngnal  b«aefits 
in  our  national  condition.  And  every  consid- 
eration of  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  posterity 
enjoins  that  we  shall  atwtun  from  tbe  adoption 
of  uiy  wild  prct}ect  that  would  cast  away  this 
vast  natiimal  property,  held  1^  the  General 
Government  in  sacred  trust  for  the  whde  peo> 
pie  of  the  United  fitates,  and  forbids  that  we 
should  rashly  touch  a  system  which  has  been 
so  sucoessfnlly  tested  by  experience. 

It  haa  boon  only  within  a  few  years  that  re^ 
less  men  have  thrown  before  tbe  public  their 
vifflonaiT  plans  for  squandering  the  public  do- 
main, with  tiie  existing  laws,  the  great  State 
of  tbe  West  is  satisfied  and  contented.  She 
has  felt  their  benefit,  and  grown  great  and  pow- 
erful under  their  sway.  She  knows  and  testifies 
to  tiie  liberal!^  of  tiie  General  Government  in 
tiie  administration  oi  thepubUo  lands,  extended 
alike  to  her  and  to  the  other  new  States. 
There  are  no  petitions  from,  no  movemente  in, 
Ohio,  proposing  vital  and  radical  chai^  in 
the  system.  During  the  long  period,  in  the 
House  of  ReiH-eeentatives  and  in  the  Senate,  that 
her  upright  and  unambitious  citizen,  tiie  first 
B^resentative  of  that  State,  and  afterwards  suo- 
ceasively  Senator  and  Governor,  presided  over 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  we  heard  of 
none  of  these  chimerical  schemes.  All  went 
on  smoothly,  and  qoietiy,  and  safely.  Ko  man, 
in  the  n>here  within  which  he  acted,  ever  com- 
maudea  or  deserved  the  implicit  confidence  of 
Congress  more  than  Jeremi^  Morrow.  There 
existed  a  perfect  persnasion  ot  his  entire  impar- 
tiality and  Jiutioe  between  the  old  States  and 
the  new.  A  few  artless  but  sensible  words, 
pronounced  in  his  plain  Scotch  Irish  dialect, 
were  always  sufficient  to  ennire  the  pa»age  of 
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any'  bill  or  resolatioD  whioh  he  reported.  For 
about  twenty-five  years,  there  waa  no  essential 
change  in  thts  system ;  and  that  whioh  was  at 
last  made,  Tarying  die  price  of  the  pablio  lands 
from  two  dollars,  at  wUch  it  had  all  that  Ume 
remained,  to  one  dollar  anda  qnarter,  at  whioh 
It  has  beuk  fixed  only  aboot  teawtvelTe  yews, 
was  foonded  minnly  on  ihe  eon^idBradm  of 
alxdldiin^  the  prerioos  aredits. 

Assuming  the  doplioation  of  onr  popniation 
in  terms  of  twenty-five  years,  the  demand  for 
waste  land,  at  the  end  of  every  term,  will  at 
least  be  double  what  it  was  lU;  the  oommence- 
ment.  Bat  the  ratio  of  the  increased  denumd 
will  be  mnch  greater  than  the  increase  of  the 
wbole  population  of  the  United  States,  becaose 
the  Western  States  nearest  to  or  including  the 
public  lands  populate  much  more  rapidly  than 
other  parts  of  the  Union ;  and  it  will  be  from 
them  that  the  greatest  current  of  emigration 
will  flow.  At  this  moment  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
and  Tennessee  are  the  most  migrating  States  in 
Uie  Union. 

To  supply  this  constantly  augmenting  de- 
mand the  policy  which  has  hitherto  character- 
ized the  General  Government,  has  been  biglily 
liberal  both  towards  indiTiduals  and  the  new 
States.  Large  traobi,  for  surpasnng  the  de- 
mand of  purchasers,  in  every  climate  and  situa- 
tion ad^ted  to  the  wants  of  all  parts  of  the 
Union,  are  brought  into  tbe  market  at  moder- 
ate prices,  the  Government  having  Bustained  all 
the  expense  of  the  original  purchase,  and  of 
Burveying,  marking,  and  dividing  the  land.  For 
fifty  dollars,  any  poor  man  may  purchase  fort^ 
acres  of  first  r^  land;  and,  for  less  than  the 
wages  of  one  year's  labor,  he  may  buy  eighty 
acres.  To  the  new  StatM,  also,  has  ibe  Gov- 
ernment been  liberal  and  generous  in  the  grants 
fi>r  schools  and  for  internal  improvements,  as 
well  as  in  reducing  the  debt  contracted  for  the 
purchase  of  lands  by  the  citizens  of  t^ose  States 
who  were  tempted,  in  a  spirit  of  inordinate 
speculation,  to  purchase  too  much  or  at  too 
high  prices. 

And  now,  Kr.  President,  I  h^e  to  say  some- 
thing in  respect  to  the  particular  plan  brought 
forward  by  the  Committee  on  Manufootures 
for  a  temporary  appropriation  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  pablio  lands. 

The  comnuttee  saw  that  Hm  ftmd  is  not 
vanted  by  the  Gfflieral  Government;  that  the 
peace  of  the  country  is  not  likely,  from  present 
appearances,  to  be  speedily  disturbed;  and 
that  the  General  Government  is  absolutely  em- 
barrassed in  providing  against  an  enormous  sur- 
plus in  the  Treasury,  whilst  this  is  the  con- 
dition of  the  Federal  Government,  the  States 
are  in  want  of^  and  can  most  benefidally  use, 
that  very  surplna  with  which  we  do  not  know 
what  to  do.  The  powers  of  the  General  Gov- 
eruuMit  are  Umited;  those  <tf  th^  States  are 
ample.  If  Uiose  limited  powers  authorized  an 
applieatim  oS  the  fond  to  some  otjeots,  perhaps 
there  are  others  of  mwe  importance,  to  whioh 
the  powwa  of  the  States  would  be  more  oom- 


petent,  or  to  which  they  may  ^ply  a  more 
provident  care. 

But  the  Government  of  the  whole  and  of  the 
parts,  at  last,  is  but  one  Government  of  the 
same  people.  In  form,  they  are  two ;  in  sub- 
stance, one.  They  boui  stand  under  the  same 
solemn  obligation  to  promote,  by  all  the  pow- 
ers with  wmoh  they  are  re^eetively  intnuted, 
the  happiness  of  t»e  pec^e;  and  the  people, 
in  their  turn,  owe  respect  and  allegiance  to 
both.  Miuntuning  these  relati<His,  there  should 
be  mutual  asnstance  to  each  other  afforded  by 
these  two  systems,  When  the  States  are  fbll- 
handed,  and  the  coffers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment are  empty,  the  States  ^ould  come  to  the 
relief  of  the  G^ianeral  Government,  as  many  of 
them  did,  most  pron^tly  and  patriotically, 
during  the  late  war.  When  the  oondiiaons  of 
the  parties  are  reversed,  as  is  now  the  case,  the 
States  wanUng  what  is  almost  a  burden  to  the 
General  Goveroment,  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment is  to  go  to  the  relief  of  t^ie  States. 

They  were  views  Uke  these  which  induced  a 
majority  of  the  c<nnmittee  to  propose  the  plan 
of  distribution  contained  in  the  bul  now  under 
con»deration.  For  one,  however,  I  will  again 
repeat  the  declaration^  which  I  made  early  in 
the  session,  that  I  unite  cordially  with  those 
who  oondenm  the  application  of  any  principle  of 
distribution  among  the  several  States,  to  surplus 
revenue  derived  from  tazadon.  I  think  in- 
come derived  from  taxation  stuids  upon  ground 
totally  distinct  from  that  which  is  reo^ved  from 
the  public  hmds.  Congress  can  prevent  the 
aconmnlation,  at  least,  for  any  etmriderable 
time,  of  revenue  from  duties,  by  smtable  legis- 
lation,  lowering  or  augmenting  the  impo^; 
but  it  cannot  stop  tiie  sales  of  the  pnblio  land^ 
without  the  ezennse  of  arbitrary  and  intoler- 
able power.  The  powers  of  Congress  over  the 
public  lands  are  broader  and  more  comprehen- 
sive than  those  which  they  possess  over  taxa- 
tion, and  the  money  produced  by  it. 

This  brings  me  t^consider,  lat,  the  power  of 
Congress  to  make  the  ^stxibution.  By  the 
second  part  of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth 
artioleof  the  constitution.  Congress  "have  power 
to  dispose  o^  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territoi7  or  othor 

Property  of  the  United  Stt^"  The  power  of 
isposition  is  plenary,  unrestrained,  unqualified. 
It  IS  not  limitied  to  a  specified  object  or  to  a  de- 
fined pnrpoee,  but  left  applicable  to  any  object 
or  purpose  which  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall 
deem  fit^  acting  under  its  high  responsibility. 

The  Government  purchssed  Louisiana  and 
Florida.  Hay  it  not  ^ply  the  proceeds  of  lands 
within  those  countries  to  any  object  which  the 
good  of  the  Union  may  seem  to  indicate!  If 
there  be  a  restr^t  in  the  oonstitnti<Hif  where 
is  it — ^what  is  it! 

The  uniform  practice  of  the  Government  has 
oooformed  to  the  idea  of  its  possessing  fiiU 
powers  over  tiie  public  lands.  They  have  been 
freely  n-anted,  team  tdme  to  time,  to  oommnnitiea 
and  u^vidnals,  for  a  great  varietj  of  purposes. 
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To  States  for  education,  internal  improTement, 
public  baildings ;  to  corporations  for  edacation; 
to  the  deaf  and  dnmb ;  to  the  colldTatorB  of  the 
olive  and  the  vine ;  topre-^mptioners;  to  Gkm- 
eral  Lafayette,  Ac. 

The  deeds  from  the  ceding  States,  far  from 
oppoMng,  follj  warrant  the  distribntion.  That 
u  Viriginia  ceded  the  land  as  "a  common  fiind 
for  the  nse  and  benefit  of  nich  of  the  United 
States  as  have  become,  or  diall  beoome,  mem- 
bers of  the  oonfederation  or  fbderal  alliuice  of 
the  aaid  States,  Yii^ginia  inolosive."  The  ces- 
sion was  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States.  It 
may  be  argned  that  the  ftwd  mnst  be  retwned 
Id  Uie  common  Treasury,  and  thence  paid  ont. 
Bat,  by  the  bill  reported,  it  will  come  into 
the  common  Treasary;  and  then  the  qaes- 
tion  bow  shall  it  be  sabseonenUy  applied  for 
the  nse  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States 
as  compoae  the  confederacy,  is  one  of  modut 
only.  Whether  the  money  is  disbarsed  by  the 
General  Government  direcUy,  or  is  piddont, 
upon  some  eanal  and  just  principle^  to  the 
8tate^  to  be  aisbnrsed  by  them,  cannot  affbot 
the  right  of  distribution.  If  the  General  Gor- 
•rmnent  retained  the  power  of  nlUmate  dis- 
bnrsement,  it  conld  execute  it  only  by  saitable 
agents ;  and  what  agency  is  more  snitable  than 
that  of  the  States  themselves  f  If  the  States 
expend  the  money,  as  the  bill  contemplates, 
the  ezpeocUtare  wul,  in  effbct  be  a  diBborse- 
ment  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  althongfa  the 
several  States  are  the  organs  of  the  expenmtnre ; 
for  the  whole  and  all  the  parts  are  identical. 
And  whatever  redounds  to  the  benefit  of  all  the 
parts,  necessarily  contributes,  in  the  same 
measare,^  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole.  The 
great  question  should  be,  is  the  diatribntion  upon 
equal  and  just  principles?  And  this  brings  me 
to  consider, 

2d.  The  terms  of  the  distribution  proposed 
by  the  bill  of  the  Committee  on  Maamactnres. 
The  bill  proposes  a  division  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  llnds  among  the  sev- 
eral States  composing  the  Union,  according  to 
their  federal  representative  population,  as  as- 
certained by  the  last  census ;  and  it  provides 
for  new  States  that  may  hereafter  be  admitted 
into  tiie  Union.  The  basis  of  the  dlstribation, 
therefore,  is  derived  from  the  constitution  it- 
self, which  has  adopted  the  same  rule,  la  re- 
spect to  representation  and  direct  taxea.  None 
oould  be  more  just  and  equitable. 

Bat  it  has  been  contended,  in  the  land  n^rt, 
that  the  revolntionary  States,  which  did  not 
cede  their  public  land^  oo^t  not  to  be  allowed 
to  come  into  the  distribution.  This  objection 
does  not  apply  to  the  porohases  of  Louiuana 
and  Florida,  because  the  consideration  for  them 
was  paid  ont  of  the  common  Treasury,  and  was 
consequently  contributed  by  all  the  States. 
Nor  has  the  objection  any  jnst  foundation,  when 
applied  to  the  public  lancb  derived  from  Vir- 
gmia  and  the  other  ceding  States ;  because,  by 
the  terms  of  the  deeds,  the  oeesions  were  made 
fw  tiie  nse  and  benefit  of  all  the  Statea.  The 


[JviB,l8St 

ceding  States  having  made  no  exception  at  aoy 
State,  what  ri^ht  has  the  General  Govamfflent 
to  interpolate  m  the  deeds,  vid  now  create  an 
exception?  The  General  Government  is  a 
mere  trustee,  holding  the  domiUn  in  virtue  of 
those  deeds,  according  to  the  terms  and  ooodi- 
tions  which  they  expressly  deacribe;  and  it  it 
bound  to  execute  the  trust  aooordinsly.  But 
how  is  the  fund  prodoced  bjr  the  pnmie  laadi 
now  expended?  It  onnea  mto  tha  eommon 
Treasury,  and  ia  ^boraed  for  the  eommoa 
benefit  withoot  exoepdon  of  any  State.  Tha 
biU  only  prt^Mwea  to  sobatitote  to  that  otgeet, 
now  no  l<mger  neoeasaiy,  aaotber  and  mm 
useful  common  oljeot  Tnegeneral  ^^dkation 
of  the  fund  will  oontiiiiie  tuner  the  operatioft 
of  the  bill,  although  the  partieiiUr  purposes 
may  be  varied. 

The  equity  of  the  proposed  distribstioat,  m 
it  respects  the  two  classes  of  States,  the  old  and 
the  new,  mnst  be  manifest  to  the  Senate.  It 
proposes  to  a^ugn  to  the  new  States^  beudes 
the  five  per  owt.  stipulate  for  in  th^  semal 
oompacta  with  the  General  Govenmwat,  the 
foruw  snm  of  ten  per  o^  npra  the  nat  pnH 
oeeds.  Aasimiiog  the  proceeds  itf  tha  last  year, 
amounting  to  $&6e«,127,H  aa  the  basia  of  the 
calculation,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  paper  wiaA 
shows  the  sum  that  each  of  the  seven  new 
States  would  receive.  They  have  oomjdained 
of  the  exemption  from  taxation  of  the  puUie 
lands  sold  by  the  General  Gtovernment  for  five 
years  after  the  sale.  If  that  exemption  did  not 
exist,  and  they  were  to  exercise  the  power  of 
taxing  those  lands,  as  the  average  ioerease  <^ 
their  population  is  only  eif^t  and  half  per  oeuL 
per  annum,  the  additional  revenne  which  they 
would  nuse  would  be  only  eight  and  a  half  pv 
cent,  per  annam;  that  is  to  say,  a  State  now  ool- 
lectmg  a  revenne  of  $100,000  per  annum  would 
ooUeot  only  $108,600,  if  it  were  to  tax  Isadi 
recently  sold.  But,  by  the  bill  under  oonstdera- 
tion^  each  of  the  seven  new  Statea  wilt  annually 
reoeive,  aa  ita  distribntive  share,  more  than  tha 
wlude  amoimt^  ita  annoal  rerennei. 


HoiTDAT,  June  SB. 
Diteriminatinff  Dutim  lOt^A  Spain. 

A  Ueesage  was  reoeived  from  the  Fresideiit 
of  the  Uidted  States,  commnnloatiBg  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  Stat&  <n  the  snlged;  <£ 
the  abolition  of  the  discriminating  duties  now 
existing  on  Spanish  Teasels.  Th«  Te|Mrtwta 
read.  It  stated  that  de^atchea  had  been  re- 
ceived from  our  Uinister  m  Spain,  stating  that 
an  order  had  been  issoed  by  tne  Spanidi  Gov- 
ermnent  aboliflhing  the  dWiminating  di^es 
on  American  Teaacub.  on  oondition  that  a  ritai- 
lar  abolition  ahouM  be  made  hj  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Ouj,  at  whose  instance  the  report  was 
read,  said  ne  had  found,  aa  he  feared,  that  this 
measure  ^d  not  extend  to  Cuba,  or  the  other 
islands  of  Sp«n.  As  the  aalyeot  was  about  to 
be  rofiorred,  and  a%  in  relatitm  to  OdImi  almost 
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the  entire  carrying  trade  wu  oonflDod  to  Spain, 
he  hoped  the  attention  of  the  committee  wonld 
be  diracted  to  that  point.  He  was  aware  that 
tfae  SeenUry  atated  in  hia  report  that  negotia- 
tiaiH  were  gtnag  on;  but  be  thoaght  that  a 
measnre  of  this  kind  might  be  pat  into  the 
hands  ot  ths  EnontiTei  to  strengthen  thepend- 
ing  negotiatiop  on  we  part  of  the  United 
Statea.  Some  contingent  provision  as  to  the 
oaiTTing  trade  with  Onba,  and  tbe  other  8pan- 
iah  poMeeMOQs,  placed  in  the  hands  of  onr  Min- 
ister in  Spain,  coold  not  bat  be  farorable  to 
tibe  object  which  be  had  in  view.  If  no 
remedy  shonld  abortlj  be  applied^  ^ain  wonld 
ooon  monopolise  the  whole  of  tlieoanTing  trade 
between  tbe  United  States  and  Cnba  and  tbe 
other  Spanish  islands. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  tbe  Oommittee 
cm  finance. 

Statue  if  WtuMngtm. 

The  Swat^  on  raotkn  of  iEr.  Rinsnn,  took 
«p  for  ooQsideration  tbe  joint  reeolntion,  (as 
amended  by  tbe  Oommittee  on  tbe  Library,) 
anthorizuig  tb6  Preddent  to  contract  for  a  full- 
length  pedestrian  statne,  in  marble,  of  General 
Washington,  to  ba  placed  in  flie  rotondo,  with 
an  appn^triaUon  of  $5,000. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  inquired  the  otijetA  of  this  w- 
propriatioo ;  if  it  were  contemplated  as  snm- 
ment  for  tbe  pnrpose. 

As  giving  a  faU  view  of  the  subject,  Ur. 
PoixDXxnB  reqnerted  tbe  report  of  tbe  li- 
brary Granmtttee  to  be  read.  It  detailed  tbe 
prooeadings  had  hi  tbe  House  <rf  Bepresenta- 
tives^  where  tbe  resolution  bad  originally  been 
adopted,  anthorizing  tbe  emtdoymoit  of  Ur. 
Cmeaongh,  the  American  artist,  to  ezeonte  the 
work ;  and  oontained  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Dcpartmoit  of  State,  informing  Ur.  Qreen- 
oiqht  now  in  Italy,  thereof,  with  instmotions 
re^Moting  the  same ;  the  head  to  be  modelled 
after  that  of  Eondon's  statue,  the  rest  of  tbe 
outlines  to  be  left  to  the  artist's  own  taste,  &o. 

Ur.  MiLLZR  objected  to  such  appropriations, 
where  tbe  spe<uflc  sun  required  was  not  known, 
bi  this  mode  yearly  and  indefinite  grants  would 
be  oalled  for  to  cover  the  cost  tiU  completed, 
and  it  was  hard  to  say  where  it  might  end. 

Ur.  Out  add  that  be  strongly  hoped  the 
resotuticm  would  be  dlowed  to  be  engrossed 
liv  a  third  reading.  Of  the  many  illustrious 
men  to  whom  tbur  country  owed  a  debt  of 
gratitode,  Washington  was  the  only  one  to 
whom  be  would  think  tt  prudent  to  pay  the 
homa^  now  contemplated.  An  image~-a  tes- 
timonial of  this  great  man,  the  father  iA  his 
country,  should  exist  in  every  part  of  the 
Unicm,  as  a  memorial  of  hia  patriotism,  and  of 
tbe  aervioes  rendered  bis  oounlry ;  but  of  all 
places,  it  was  required  in  tids  oapitol — ^the  cen- 
tre of  tbe  Union— the  ofipriag,  the  creation,  of 
his  mhid  and  of  bis  labmn.  An  appropriation 
fiw  this  hidividnal  yane^on^  at  another  pwiod 
<rf  tbe  sesrion,  bad  bean  introduced  in  the  gen* 
wal  measofe,  and  was  affcerwaids  struck  ottt« 


on  the  understanding  of  being  brought  forward 
in  the  present  mode.  Bnt,  even  since  that 
time,  they  bad  an  addidooal  motive  for  this  act. 
Application  for  the  remains  of  tliis  great  man 
had  bi«n  made  by  the  representatives  of  the 
nation,  to  bestow  on  them  a  national  tribute  of 
honor;  and  this  application  had  met  with  a  re- 
f^saL  The  death  of  the  proprietor  of  the  spot 
where  those  remuos  rested,  bad  but  just  taken 
place ;  and  into  whose  hands  they  should  now 
fall— into  the  possession  of  a  fHend  or  stranger, 
in  tbe  event  or  a  sale  of  the  property  or  other- 
wise, it  was  impossible  to  conjecture ;  but  such 
being  the  casualties  to  which  they  were  liable, 
it  behooved  them  (tbe  Oongresa  of  the  Unitw 
States)  the  more  to  adopt  means  to  seonre  a 
representative  of  those  relics,  that  might  endure 
for  future  ages.  Tbe  resolution  bad  his  hearty 
omcuTTenoe,  and  he  hoped  it  wonld  pass  with- 
out objection. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  engrossing  for 
a  third  reading,  tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered, on  the  <»]1  of  Ur.  Hatsi,  and  were  as 
follows: 

YxAS. — Hfessrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Chsmbfirs.  Clay, 
CUjton,  DkUss,  Dudley,  Ewlug,  Foot,  FreUngbuyaen, 
QruDdy,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight,  M»roy, 
Moore,  Nsudun,  Frentiss,  Poindexter,  Robbios, 
Buggies,  Seymour,  Eilsbee,  %iragae,  Tipton,  Tom- 
Bnson,  Webster,  Wilkins— 80. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Kbb,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Bsyne, 
rail,  MUler,  Tasewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Wbile~10. 


Wbdnbsdat,  June  27. 
PrhiU0e$  qfthe  Senate'a  Offieert, 
Ur.  Houats  offered  the  following  reaolntion: 
SeaoM,  That  the  assistant  doorkeeper  of  the 
Senate  bo  permitted  to  attend  as  a  witness  before  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Rspreseatatives,  agree- ' 
sUy  to  his  summons. 

Ur.  HoLMKS,  In  offering  this  resolution,  ex- 
pressed his  belief  that  the  doorkeeper  conid  not 
render  obedience  to  the  summons,  which  was 
signed  by  the  Olerk  of  the  House,  and  bore  the 
seal  of  the  House,  without  the  consent  of  ^e 
Senate. 

Ut,  GteuHDT  had  son^e  doubts  whether  the 
resolution  was  justified  by  any  thing  in  the 
histoiT  of  Congress :  and  aske<l  if  tbe  Senator 
from  Hune  baa  looked  into  the  jonrnals  to  in- 
form himself  whether  it  had  been  the  practice 
to  place  the  doorkeeper  on  the  same  footing 
with  a  Senator, 

Ur.  HoLMBB,  in  repty,  stated  that  the  resolu- 
tion conformed  to  the  practice  of  the  British 
Parliament;  and  that  it  w^s  justified  by  the 
reason  of  tbe  thing,  as  the  services  of  the  door- 
keeper were  as  necessary  to  the  Senate  ai  tiiose 
of  any  of  tbe  Senators. 

Ur.  Out  difibred  from  the  view  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Maine.  He 
did*  not  concur  in  the  idea  that  the  eonstitn- 
toioiai  privities  with  which  the  Senators  were 
invested  should  be  extended  to  the  ofBoers  of 
that  body.   As  to  the  British  Parliunent,  it  * 
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was  well  koown  that  thej  had  similar  rules  on 
the  aubjeot  of  privil^ie,  aod  laws  of  thdr  own, 
which  could  have  uo  reference  to  Congress. 
The  only  thing  of  any  consequence,  in  his  opin- 
ion, was,  that  the  Senate  shoold  have  a  knowl- 
edge that  the  doorkeeper  was  in  perfonnance  of 
his  duty,  in  attendance  on  the  House  of  Bepre- 
flentatives,  and  was  not  wilfully  neglecting  any 
of  his  daties  to  the  Senate.  The  Senate  had 
now  that  knowledge^  and  he  moved  to  lior  the 
resolation  on  the  taUe,  but  withdrew  it  ii>r  a 
mcHuent;  and 

Ut.  Foot  stated  tiiat  if  the  officer  of  the  Soi- 
ate  was  not  8al{]eot  to  be  taken  from  his  da^ 
by  the  prooeas  of  any  court,  so  neither  conut 
he  by  any  process  of  the  other  House. 

lir.  FitsuKOHiTTaBN  stated  that  he  was  in- 
formed by  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
other  House  that  the  doorkeeper  was  only  re- 
qnired  to  attend  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Out,  the  restdntion  was 
then  lud  on  the  table. 

Daughter  qf  T.  Jtffenon. 
Ifr.  FoiWDicxTKH  moved  that  the  Smate  take 
iq)  the  bill  fSor  the  benefit  of  Uvtha  Randolph, 
dangfater  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  n^a  on  his  motion,  which  were 
ordered ;  and,  hdng  taken,  were  as  foUowa : 

Teas.— IfeaerB.  Benton,  Cbambert,  Clay,  Dicker- 
■on,  Dudley,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Foindexter,  Rob- 
bios,  Robinson,  SeTmour,  Smith,  Tipton,  WMt«, 
Wiikins— 15. 

Nats.— Hesars.  Bell,  Bibb,  Brown,  Bftllas,  EUia, 
Ewing,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuysen,  Gmndy, 
Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  EiDg,  Knight,  Hansum,  ICarcy, 
HiUer,  Naudain,  Prenus,  Bagjpe^  &iewell,  Ty- 


Tboksdat,  June  S8. 

The  foUowbg  resolution,  offiared  by  lir. 
Out,  was  taken  np  for  oondderatlon : 

JReaolved,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Bouses 
wut  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
request  that  be  recommend  a  day,  to  be  dudgnated 
by  him,  of  publio  banuliatton,  prayer,  and  &aUng, 
to  be  obserTed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
with  tdigions  sotemnttyf  and  wiA  fervent  auppUca- 
tions  to  Almighty  God  that  He  will  be  graeiously 
pleased  to  conUnue  His  blefcngg  upon  our  country, 
and  that  He  will  avert  from  it  the  Asiatic  scourge 
which  has  reached  ourborders ;  or  if,  in  the  dispen- 
sations of  His  providence,  we  are  not  to  be  exempted 
from  the  calamity,  that,  throagb  His  bountiful 
mercy,  its  severity  may  be  mltigided,  and  Its  dura- 
tion ahortoied. 

Hr.  Tazbwbll  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  resolution ;  which  were  ordered. 

After  Mr.  T.  had  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  had  remarked  that  he  would  not  say  one 
word  m  the  sut;}6ctt 
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Ur.  Out  rose,  and  observed  that  be  had 
only  one  word  to  express.  The  resc^ntitu  had 
not  been  submitted  without  oonsoltation  witb 
members  of  the  Senate,  whose  cqanioB  was 
entitled  to  more  respect  thui  bis  own.  It  va^ 
indeed,  first  su^ested  to  him  by  a  reveresd 
member  of  the  clergy,  and,  after  delibwste 
.  consideration,  he  (Mr.  0.)  though  the  oocaaoa 
fit  for  the  recommendation  of  the  religioos  ear 
emony  which  the  reeidatioii  oontamputed.  It 
was  the  praottoe  of  all  Ohiistian  natioiH^  ia 
seasiuia  of  general  ai^  calami^,  to  Im- 
plore Divine  meroy.  Of  all  the  pestilential 
scourgea  which  bad  afflicted  our  raoe,  the 
Asiatic  cholera,  in  some  of  its  characteristki, 
was  the  most  remarkable.  Its  range  of  opm- 
tion  had  been  more  extennve  than  perhaps  any 
other  known  or  recorded,  the  smaUpoz  exo^A- 
ed.  It  had  broken  out  in  Asia,  and,-aftar  deso- 
lating some  of  its  furest  portions,  penetrated 
the  northern  part  of  Europe,  and,  sweejung 
over  a  great  put  of  that  continent,  reached  the 
British  chann^  It  passed  over  the  BritiA 
isles,  where  it  raged  hat  with  ndtigatad  aevcr- 
it^.  We  had  hiqwd-— vwnly,  ilf  aeenub  hoped 
— that  the  wide  expanse  of  the  AHantie  Ocean 
would  have  been  a  protectiog  barrier  against 
its  ravages,  in  our  far  distant  land.  But  it  has 
been  introduced  into  America;  and,  if  it  has 
not  actually  entered  oor  toiitory,  it  now  hangs 
on  our  borders  in  its  most  frighti'ul  form. 

The  progress  of  the  extraordinary  scourge  if 
sometimes  marked  by  ^parent  caprioe.  It 
will  approach  a  aty  or  district  of  coontjry,  re- 
connoitring it,  as  it  were,  with  a  military  eye, 
suddenly  fly  off  to  a  distance,  leaving  the  ia- 
babitants  rqjoicing  in  their  eao^M^  and  it  will 
then  nne^Mwtedly  retam,  and  pnrsoa  ita  wovk 
of  death.  It  attacks,  toc^  its  viotinis  in  Tarvm 
ways,  despatching  some  in  a  few  hours,  whilst, 
in  regard  to  others,  their  ezemtia^iu  tortnres 
are  prolonged  a  much  greater  length  of  time. 
Hitherto,  the  skill  of  medical  science,  fibnal 
and  enlightened  as  it  now  is,  has  been  alto- 
gether incompetoit  to  pnMde  a  sure  and  edte- 
tive  remedy. 

A  single  word,  Mr.  President,  as  to  mysell 
I  am  a  member  of  no  religious  sect.  I  am  not 
a  professor  of  religion.  I  r^ret  ttiat  I  am  not,, 
I  wish  that  I  was,  and  I  tnist  I  shall  be.  Bot 
I  have,  and  always  have  had,  a  profound  re- 
spect fat  Ohristianity,  the  r^ptm  ci  my  &- 
thers,  and  for  its  rites,  its  naagea,  and  tts  obaarv- 
anoes.  Amoiu  these,  that'  whioh  is  proposed 
in  the  resolution  before  yon  has  alvm  com- 
manded the  respect  <^  the  good  and  devout: 
and  I  hope  it  will  obtain  ue  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Fbbunohutbkh  said,  as  it  was  to  be  in- 
ferred, from  the  call  just  made  for  the  yeaa  and 
nays,  that  this  resolution  would  be  opposed,  he 
be^d  leave  to  refer  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate more  particularly  to  the  examfde  at  the 
Congress  in  1812.  A  day  of  humiliation,  fitst- 
iagy  and  prayer,  was  then  recommended  by  a 
Joint  resolDUon  of  tim  Senate  and  Houa  of 
• 
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SepreBentati'ras,  beoanse  of  the  war  with  Great 
Bnti^n  ia  vhi(^  the  oooQtr;^  was  at  that  time 
Involved.  It  was  regarded  as  one  of  thoae  ae^- 
sons  <rf  pnUio  oalanu^  in  wbicih  it  became  a 
vhole  people  to  acknowledge  thcdr  d^ndenoe, 
end  hwnhle  theniBelTes  buore  Ood.  So  ftr  as 
I  can  learn,  from  the  jonrnalB  of  that  daj,  said 
Mr.  F.,  the  resolDtioD  was  adopted  withoat  op- 
position. Kow,  sir,  if  a  state  of  war,  in  which 
we  had,  by  voluntary  declaration,  engaged,  was 
a  fit  occasion  to  call  forth  public  expressions  of 
hnmiliation  for  onr  sins,  and  to  invoke  the 
mercifbl  -providence  of  God,  how  much  more 
f^)propriat6l7  does  it  become  ns  thus  to  feel 
and  act,  on  the  approach  of  a  pestilence  that, 
in  its  ravages  over  the  Old  World,  bas  swept 
many  millions  of  onr  fellow-men  into  eternity ; 
and  whieh,  in  Its  oharaoter  and  progress 
throt^  the  earth,  seems  so  emphatically  to  be 
the  instniment  of  Dirine  Provideooe^  b^ycmd 
the  infinence  and  control  of  second  oanses,  and 
especially  selected  to  aooompUah  His  purposes, 
and  to  go  and  come  at  His  bidding. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  present  resolution  may 
meet  with  no  serious  opposition.  It  surely  be- 
comes ns  to  acknowledge  our  dependence,  and 
to  implore  the  interposition  of  Ood's  mercy  in 
this  season  of  alarm.  The  constitntion  can  pre- 
sent no  obstacle,  for  it  is  not  an  exercise  of 
p<dttieal  power.  It  is  far  beyond  the  range  of 
poUtica.  It  is  an  aot  of  piet;  to  God,  becom- 
ing the  whtde  nation;  in  which mlers  and  peo- 
ple are  invited  and  advised  to  bow  together  be- 
His  throne  of  G^raoe,  and  there,  feeling 
ourselves  to  be  in  like  need,  to  unite  in  one 
common  supplication  to  Him,  who  has  the  is- 
sues of  life  and  death,  that  He  would  be  pleased 
to  spare  ns  in  the  day  of  His  righteous  judg- 
ment. I  tmsL  sir,  that  this  motion  will  receive 
the  same  decided  oountenanoe  that  was  accord- 
ed to  a  rimilar  measure  in  the  late  war,  and  on 
many  oocaaionB  during  the  war  of  the  revoln- 
tion, 

Kr.  Tazbweix  said  he  had  but  a  single  word 
to  state  in  explanatioa  of  his  vote  for  withhold- 
ing his  assent  to  the  resolaticp.  £a  his  opinion, 
Congress  had  no  more  power  to  recommend  by 
Joint  reet^ntion  than  to  enact  by  law,  any  mat- 
ter or  thing  oonoeniing  any  religious  matter  or 
right  whatsoever.  He  coidd  not,  let  the  pres- 
sure of  the  ease  be  what  it  might,  ta  conform- 
ity to  the  oath  which  bound  him  here,  give  his 
Tote  to  sustain  this  principle. 

He  had  another  ai^nment  to  support  his  op- 
position. He  did  noit  concur  in  the  opinion 
that  a  m^ority  of  the  people  apprehended  such 
an  extent  of  mischief  as  seemed  to  be  appre- 
hended by  gentlwiai  here.  The  disease  had 
not  yet  made  its  Sftpearanoe  in  onr  coontry, 
and  there  seemed  to  iiim  to  he  strong  reasons 
to  believe  it  will  not  reach  ns,  exc^  \n  the 

Eersons  of  those  unfbrtnnste  pei^Ie  who  bring 
;  witb  them  from  a  distant  country.  It  would 
probably  rage,  and  prove  extensively  &taJ 
among  emigrants,  being  a  disease  which  was 
engendered  bf  toe  fflth  wbioh  attenda  squalid 


poverty;  and,  until  onr  situation  shall  be  so 
changed  as  to  rednoe  ns  to  similar  pover^, 
there  was  no  reason  to  fear  it. 

Entertaining  these  opinions,  he  had  no  desire 
to  sanction  any  act  the  tendency  of  which 
would  be  to  add  to  the  existing  exdtonent  oa 
the  subject,  intermi^iing  the  ordinary  conrse  of 
bufdness,  and  throwing  every  thing  into  a  strte 
of  confbsion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  agre^ng  to  fhf 
resolution,  and  decided  to  follows: 

Ykas. — ^Messrs.  Bell,  Chamben,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewiag,  Foot,  Freliog- 
huysea,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  HDlmes,  Johnston, 
Kane,  Emght,  llarcy,  Naudain,  PreutisB,  Bobbins, 
RobinsoD,  Rugglee,  Seymour,  Silabee,  Spra^e,  Tip- 
ton, Tomlinaon,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkma— 30. 

Kats. — ^Hessrs.  BentoD^Brown,  EUis,  Haynei 
Hiil,  King,  Hangiun,  MUler^bmlth,  Tazewell,  Troap, 
Tyler,  mite— 13. 

Pvhlio  Lands — Dittributwn. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  bill  to  appro- 
priate, for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the 
pnblio  lands — the  question  being  on  the  motion 
for  indefinite  postponement. 

Hr.  EwiNO  sud ;  The  pnblio  lands  are  derived 
from  various  sources ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to 
examine  them  separately,  as  both  reports  in 
this,  that  they  are  all  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  and  sabjeot  to  the  same  obligations. 
Whatever,  therefore,  is  true  of  any  one  large 
division  m  that  territoiy,  will  be  admitted  as 
true  of  aU.  I  wUl  test  tiie  question  by  an  ex- 
amination of  onr  rights  md  oatiea  with  r^iard 
to  the  land  lying  in  the  old  territory  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio.  The  right  of  tiie  Union  to 
this  extensive  tract  of  land  ori^oates  in  a  grant 
from  tiie  State  of  Virginia,  which,  among  other 
things,  provides  "that  all  the  lands  within  the 
territory  so  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  not 
reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of  the 
aforementioned  punwses,  or  disposed  of  in 
bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
American  army,  shall  be  considered  a  common 
f^ud  for  the  nae  and  benefit  ctf  snoh  of  the 
United  States  as  hare  beoome,  or  shall  beomie, 
members  of  the  oonfaderation  or  federal  al- 
liance of  the  States,  Vi^nia  indnsive,  accord- 
ing to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be 
&ithfnlly  and  hona^de  disposed  of  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  wnat- 
soever." 

This  grant,  sir,  which,  being  accepted,  be- 
came a  compact,  was  made  to  the  old  confed- 
eration of  States  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
oonstitntion,  but  is  assumed  by  the  first  section 
of  the  nxth  artide  of  the  ocmstitntion,  which 
provides  that  "all  debts  oontracted,  and  ui- 
Mganents  entered  into,  before  the  adopticm  of 
tins  constitution,  shall  be  valid  against  the 
United  States,  nnder  this  constitution,  as  under 
the  confederation." 

This  hmd,  then,  by  the  terms  of  the  grant,  is 
made  a  ftmd  for  the  use  of  all  the  ^atee.  The 
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United  States  is  the  trostee  for  the  common 
benefit ;  and,  as  snob,  is  especially  enjoined  to 
dispose  of  it  fiaithfollj  and  bona  fiU^*  "for 
that  purpoM,  and  for  no  other  parpoae  wha^ 
aoever." 

At  the  time  of  the  grant,  the  States  were  In- 
debted to  a  large  amoant ;  bnt  no  pledge  is  made 
of  the  land  for  the  p^ment  of  the  debt.  An 
imvopriaticm  to  that  use  comes  within  the 
nuit  ot  the  tnut.  A  literal  oompUanoe  with 
tlie  terau  of  the  troet  wonld  have  required  at 
idl  Umes  the  sale  of  the  lands,  and  a  diatribn- 
tk>n  of  the  proceeds.  It  was  never  ^ecioUj 
jtledged  for  uie  porposes  of  revenue.  Ilie  pro- 
oeed%  howerer,  may  be  fidrly  applied  to  pnr- 
posee  of  revenne,  because,  applied  io  that  way, 
It  is  in  effect  applied  equally  for  the  benefit  of 
all  the  States.  Bat  jjieither  revenue  nor  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt  cm  be  for  a  mo- 
ment claimed  as  the  sole  or  leading  object  of 
the  grant  If  the  debt  were  paid,  and  no  rev- 
enue required  for  the  pnrposes  of  Qovernment, 
the  oUigatiw  on  the  Union  to  execute  the 
tnut  would  still  remain  perfect  We  must 
ftma^diipoaeof  it  for  the  benefit  (tf  all  the 
Statei,  "  and  fw  no  other  purpoee  whatever." 

Kow,  air,  if  the  tmst  be  not  dependent  upon 
the  wants  of  the  General  Govemmeut,  if  tiiat 
do  not  appear  clearly  to  have  been  tb»  object 
(tf  the  grant,  and  that  from  a  fair  interpretation 
of  the  instrument  itself^  those  wants  cannot  at 
all  infinenoe  ns  in  the  disposition  of  the  trust 
estate  "  bona  JId*  "  for  tbe  ol^ects  of  that  trust 
■otually  expressed. 

In  this  first  pAiieuIar  in  which  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  have  passed  their  "de- 
oi«Te  condemnation  "  upon  the  bill  from  the 
Ooramittee  on  MannfoetaraB,  the  eoDdemniog 
eomoUttee  lutve  ftUen  bito  an  error,  very  gross 
and  palpably  and  indeed  somevrhat  extaiordi- 
sarj,  onuideriog  the  rdadon  in  which  they 
stand  to  tills  snl^eot  generally,  and  more  espe- 
cially the  attitude  which  they  voluntarily  as- 
Bumed  toward  another  committee  of  the  Ben- 
ate. 

The  second  particular  in  which  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  finds  "  this  bill  to  be  er- 
roneous," is  "  because  it  changes  the  character 
of  the  relationship  ^d  that  most  ii^uriously 
to  the  new  States)  between  those  States  and 
the  Federal  GK>Temment,  substituting  an  indi- 
vidual, pecuniary  State  interest  in  the  soil, 
Inateaa  <h  a  Mnend  oongreadond  snpeiintend- 
enoe  over  its  oiqKwition,  and  leaving  the  power 
of  legidlation  over  tiie  800  in  the  hands  of  those 
wbo  are  to  divide  the  money  they  can  make 
out  of  it" 

Sir,  is  this,  or  any  part  of  it,  true  in  fact  or 
in  law  ?  Does  the  bul  before  you  change,  or 
propose  to  change,  at  all  the  ralationahip  be- 
tween the  new  States  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and,  if  so,  wherein  ?  The  lands  are  now 
sold  by  the  General  Government,  and  the  pro- 
■oeeds  applied  to  the  use  of  the  States,  in  the 
payment  of  their  Joint  debts.  The  bill  pro- 
pMea  to  sell  Hw  landi  in  the  aame  manner,  and 


by  the  same  authority,  and,  ihe  debt  bdig 
paid,  to  hand  over  the  money  directiy  to  tbs 
M^t*  trust,  to  be  applied,  in  another  man- 
ner, for  their  benefit  There  is  no  change  pro- 
posed in  relationship,  management,  or  interest 
The  bill  gives  no  State  any  power  of  l^sUdon 
over  the  soil  which  it  does  not  now  possess. 

So  much,  sir,  for  the  second  error  in  princi- 
ple which  the  honorable  chunnaa  of  the  Com- 
mittee  on  PabUo  Lands  has  detected  in  this 
bilL 

The  report  proceeds  to  say  tiiat  ^'tbedettub 
of  the  bill  are  obviously  erroneous,  becaim 
they  mal:e  no  distinction  in  the  rate  of  dif^ 
bution  between  States  which  did,  or  did  not, 
cede  vacant  lands  to  the  General  Goremmcnt" 

In  answer  to  this,  I  ask  the  Senate  to  nkr 
once  more  to  the  same  clause  in  the  deed  of 
cession  creating  the  trust.  "The  land,"  says 
the  grantor,  shall  be  a  common  fond  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as 
have  become,  or  shall  beotnne,  membttrs  ef  dM 
confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the  States, 
Tirginia  inclunve,  according  to  tiuir  nsnal  re- 
spective proportions  in  the  general  t^iarge  aod 
expenditure ; "  and  it,  sir,  we  hold  ihat  nations 
are  bound  by  the  rules  of  morality  and  Justice, 
if  the  faith  of  contracts  is  to  be  at  all  r^arded 
by  them,  then  is  ihe  report  at  mj  honorable 
Mend  right  and  Just  in  the  point  in  wbieb  it  is 
here  assailed,  and  the  chairman  of  the  review- 
ing committee  has  erred  most  strangdy,  espe- 
cially when  we  consider  the  n^t  of  euidor  io 
which  he  assures  us  he  entered  npon  this  inves- 
tigation, and  the  extent  of  knowledge  to  which 
he  lays  claim  upon  this  subject 

The  third  particular  in  which  the  diairman 
of  the  revievnng  cumnlttee  finds  the  IhU  to  be 
erroneous,  Is  thu:  that  it  makes  no  cBatinettiAi 
between  States  "  which  liave  m  have  not  le- 
orived  grants  of  land  or  i^prt^niatimiB  d 
money  for  internal  iioprovement" 

If  this  clause  in  the  report  were  in  iteelf  at 
all  ambiguous,  the  exposition  of  the  ebaimisn 
of  the  committee  who  reported  it  would  re- 
move the  doubt.  It  refers  especially  to  the 
grant  made  by  Congress  to  Ohio  to  aid  in  the 
ooDBtmction  of  her  grand  canal ;  and  the  ftror 
ciple  embodied  in  the  objection  goes-  to  this, 
that  the  value  of  that  grant  on{^t  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  Aare  of  that  StMe  before  she 
receives  her  dividend.  I  shall  oflbr  a  few  sng- 
gestions  on  this  point,  and  then  frecAj  aabmit 
to  any  unprejudiced  mind  tiw  Justioe  of  this 
proposition. 

■  Sir,  when  this  grant  of  600,000  acres  of  Isnd 
was  made  to  the  State  Ohio,  to  ^  in  the 
construction  of  her  grand  canal,  that  great 
work,  highly  national  in  its  character,  one  in 
which  all  portions  of  the  Union  were  aod  are 
interested,  had  been  commenced,  and  was  ad- 
vanced to  that  stage  of  forwardness  which  ren- 
dered its  completion  certain.  The  SuUe  which 
had  undertaken  it  was  in  her  infancy — a  new 
community — and,  though  ridi  in  bra*  fertile 
fleUa,  and  hardy,  laduttiooi^^aiid  enteiprisuig 
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people,  abe  vu  irithoat  that  aooumnhted 
weuth  whieh  has  enabled  other  States  and  nan- 
tlons  to  achieve  like  enterprises.  To  effect  tbe 
ol^ect,  a  resort  to  loans  was  necessary,  for  the 
pajment  of  vbich  the  real  estate,  the  land  of 
bar  (utixena,  was  the  priaoipal  pledge:  the 
money  neoesaaiy  to  keep  down  the  interest 
was  and  is  ruaed  chiefly  by  a  tax  on  land;  and 
the  farmer,  who  bore  the  burden,  was  to  be 
indemnifled  by  the  increased  valne  which  the 
work,  when  completed,  would  give  to  hiu  land. 
The  land  within  the  State  amoonts  to  about 
twenty-fire  millions  of  acres ;  and  of  this  nearly 
MTea  millions  (more  than  one-fonrth  of  the 
whol^  bdo^ed  to  the  United  States.  The 
land  of  the  United  States  was  freed  from  State 
taxatim,  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  OoTem> 
ment^  by  a  special  compact ;  bat  the  spirit  of 
this  compact  did  not  extend  to  an  extraordi- 
nary expenditure  like  this,  the  tendency  of 
which  is  at  once  greatly  to  enhance  the  valne 
of  the  snbject.  The  United  States,  therefore, 
as  a  landholder,  ought,  (Lt  was  Iteliered,)  in 
Jnst4ce,  to  bear  a  reasonable  proportion  of  the 
common  burden  incurred  for  the  common  ben- 
efit of  landholders  in  that  State.  In  her  ca- 
pacity of  landed  pn^rietor,  the  United  States 
was  intereated  to  about  one-fonrth  of  the  whole 
amonnt  of  the  expenditure;  the  donation  which 
she  finallr  made  amonnted  to  mnoh  less  than 
one-eighl&  of  that  amoont  In  this  single  point 
of  vieif,  therefbre,  the  United  States  £d  noth- 
ing more  than  justice  to  Ohio ;  and  it  would 
now  1>e  both  nugenerona  and  uidust  to  ohat^ 
this  donation  (so  called)  upon  the  distribative 
share  of  that  State. 

Sir,  there  is  yet  a  fiirther  benefit  resulting  to 
the  United  States,  as  a  land  proprietor,  from 
the  Ohio  Canal,  the  contribution  to  which  is  so 
much  grui^^  by  the  honorable  ohainoaa  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  The  vast 
bnlk  of  the  national  domain  lies  npon  the  Upper 
IGsasrippi  and  Uissoml,  and  tlwir  branehes ; 
this  eanid  connects  the  navioable  waters  of 
those  rivers  with  the  Kort£ern  lakes,  and 
throogh  them  wUh  the  Northern  ports  on  the 
AtUntio,  opening  new  and  important  facUitJes 
to  emigration,  and  giving  a  new  and  steady 
market  to  the  products  of  tliat  vast  r^on. 
That  it  thas  advances  the  sales  and  increases 
the  value  of  all  this  portion  of  the  public  lands, 
is  unquestionable ;  the  extent  and  value  of  this 
iwa^ease  are  beyond  computation. 

But,  sir,  in  making  this  donation,  Congress 
did  not  place  it  solely  upon  the  ground  to 
which  I  have  adverted,  nor  did  they  profess  to 
give  this  laud  as  a  gratuity.  Tb^  looked,  as 
they  ought,  to  the  probable  wants  in  onr  whole 
country ;  and,  in  case  of  a  forngn  war  with  a 
powerful  maritime  nation,  they  could  not 
donbt,  nor  could  any  man  now  donbt,  that  the 
free  use  of  the  canal,  which  is  reserved  to  ibo 
Union  as  a  conditi<ni  of  this  grant,  may  more 
than  repay,  in  a  dngle  year,  the  whole  value 
of  the  (peat  itself. 

Bat,  rir,  on  what  ground  Is  tiiis  qnesticai 


^aoed  by  the  Icihainnan  of  tlie  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  t   Does  he  repudiate  this  biU  be- 

cause  it  ^vee  to  the  States  in  which  the  pnUie 
lands  lie,  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the 
sales  wittdn  their  limits  f  sir ;  he  ht^ 
this  bonus  too  nnall,  and  proposes  to  amend 
the  bill  by  raisins  it  to  fifteen  per  cent  Now, 
on  what  principle  is  this  proposed  t  Surely, 
because  the  new  States  are  entitled,  for  the 
purposes  of  improvement,  to  the  amount  of  fif- 
teen per  cent  on  their  sales,  and  that  it  is  ui 
act  of  justice,  or  at  least,  justifiable  liberality, 
to  give  it  them.  But  if  it  be  just  and  proper  to 
give  to  these  States  that  per  centum  on  the 
sales  within  theb  timits  at  tiUs  tjme^  it  baa 
always  been  so :  for  the  tenure  in  tiuwe  lands, 
and  tiie  relation  of  the  Goreniment  and  of  the 
States  toward  them,  has  never  changed,  and 
the  principles  of  right  and  justioe  are  immuta- 
ble. It  would,  therefore,  hav4  been  right  to 
{^ve,  in  donations  of  luid  or  money,  fifteen  per 
cent  of  all  the  sales  within  the  State  of  Ohio, 
to  that  State,  to  ^d  her  in  the  oonstraction  of 
works  of  internal  improvement ;  and  a  donation 
(if  it  be  purely  sncn)  which  does  not  extend 
beyond  that  sum,  should  not,  npon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  proposed  amendment,  be  held  np  as* 
a  charge  agunst  the  State.  Now,  exdosive 
of  the  debts  of  the  Union,  which  nave  been 
p^d  by  the  lands  In  Ohio  in  bountaes,  thwe 
has  been  actually  received  into  the  Treasury, 
ftvm  the  sale  of  lands  within  that  State,  about 
seventeen  millions  of  dollars ;  the  proposed  per 
centum  on  which  would  amount  to  two  million 
five  hnndred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which 
Ohio  ought  to  have  reoeived,  according  to  the 
honorable  chairmau^s  own  showing,  instead  of 
the  five  hnndred  thousand  acres  of  land  with 
which  he  proposes  to  charge  her. 

Sir,  I  will  pursue  this  branch  of  the  inqtdry 
no  fhrther ;  but  I  cannot  forbear  the  renoark, 
that  it  strnt^  me  as  nnsnlar,  indeed,  that  an 
objection  of  this  kind  oomd  ever  have  (bond  a 
place  in  the  report  of  a  oomndtteeof  this  body, 
whose  only  object  was  the  search  of  tmth  and 
the  exposure  of  error,  and  who  advanced  to 
the  inquiry,  as  they  doubtless  did,  without  pr^-* 
udice  or  partiality  towards  any  State  or*  any 
individual. 

The  fonrth  objection  to  the  details  of  the  bill 
is,  that  it  makes  no  distinction  "  between  those 
(States)  which  have  or  have  not  a  black  popn- 
lation  to  be  colonized  in  Africa."  This  appears 
on  the  first  page  of  the  report,  grouped  with 
the  two  which  I  have  last  examined ;  and  if  it 
mean  any  thing,  I  understand  it,  in  effiact  to 
affirm  that  those  States  which  have  a  black 

gopulation  to  be  coloidzed  in  Africa,  onght  to 
ave  a  larger  dividend  in  pr(n>ordon  to  their 
population,  than  those  which  have  none ;  and 
that  this  biU  is  "  obviously  erroneous,"  because 
it  does  not  give  tibem  more.  The  reasons 
which  I  have  urged,  in  answer  to  the  first  of 
the  three  exertions  to  the  dettils  of  the  bill, 
are  alike  decirave  as  to  this.  It  would  have 
been  a  violation  of  the  tmst  nposed  in  the 
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Uoited  Sutes  the  deed  of  cession,  to  have 
mode  the  diitiiictioii  here  clutned  in  behalf  of 
the  daTeholdinff  States.  No  wise  statesman,  no 
Jnst  ntAD,  conld  recommend  it ;  aod  snrelj  if 
this  clause  in  the  grant  had  not  wholly  escaped 
the  recollection  of  the  chairman  of  Uie  Oom- 
mittee  on  pDblfo  Lands,  he  conld  n«ver  have 
•erioaalr  urged  ita  omimoii  as  an  objeedon  to 

tlMbiU. 

But,  pennit  me  to  call  joat  attention, 
for  one  moment,  to  the  consistenoy  of  the  re- 

gft  of  the  reriewinff  committee.  On  page  1, 
^  uj  that  the  btllia  "obTionsIy  erroneous," 
becaase  it  makes  no  distinction  between  tiiose 
States  which  have,  and  those  which  have  not, 
a  black  popolation  to  be  colonized  in  Africa. 
On  page  16,  they  deliver  a  grave  and  monitory 
lecture  on  the  snbject  of  colonization,  declare 
it  a  delicate  qneetion  for  Conaress  to  toach,  and 
add,  that  **  the  harmony  of  the  8t^«a,  and  the 
durability  of  the  confederacy,  interdict  the 
leraslation  of  the  Federal  Legidatare  on  the 
mqjeot"  Kow  these  two  dlanses  make  rather 
an  odd  appearance  when,  placed  in  Juxtaposi- 
tion with  each  other,  espedally  in  a  most  ean< 
did  report,  the  sole  object  of  which  la  the  de- 
«tecUon  and  correction  of  great  and  dangerous 
errors.  But,  so  skilftil  la  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator who  presented  this  report  in  the  detection 
of  errors,  diat  he  can  find  them  everywhere, 
on  every  side  of  every  proposition ;  and  such 
the  subtlety  of  his  logic,  that  he  can  expose 
them,  too,  thongh  they  lurk  unseen  by  an  ordi- 
nary vision;  go  where  you  will,  reason  as 
Ton  may,  there  is  no  escaping  him — like  But- 
ler's logical  knight-errant, 

Od  either  dde  he  can  diapate, 
Ooofate,  obaoge  sides,  tod  ttiU  conAite. 

On  the  second  page  of  their  report,  the  Re- 
viewing Oomraittee  examine  the  account  cur- 
rent of  the  pnblio  domain,  as  stated  by  my 
honorable  firiend  from  Kentucky,  and  find  it, 
also,  very  erroneous.  Instead  of  being  in  debt 
ten  millions,  or  upwards,  they  show  that  it  has 
overpaid,  by  many  millions,  all  costs  and 
charges,  leaving  on  hand  many  hundred  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  land  undisposed  of.  But,  at 
page  9,  they  tell  as  that  "  the  administration 
ot  the  pubUo  lands  is  an  expendve  branch,  and 
an  nnpr(£table  source  of  revenne ;  and  a  eena- 
tion  from  the  agency,  and  a  releage  from  Uie 
expense,  woold  form  a  respectable  item  in  the 
plan  of  retreuchmenL*'  Ao.  Thus,  in  one  place, 
the  land  has  yielded  a  Aind  mn<ui  larger  than 
represented  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky ; 
in  another,  it  yields  mnch  less,  and  is,  in  tmth, 
an  expense  and  burden  to  the  Goverument. 
Sir,  the  state  of  facta  in  the  hands  of  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  changes,  with  admirable  fadlity,  to  suit 
the  argument  which  It  Is  used  to  overthrow  or 
advance. 

Bat  time  presses,  and  I  can  give  but  a  pass- 
ing notioe  to  the  many  matters  touched  upon 
in  tUs  wpaxt,  la  that  preaoited  by  the  noo^ 
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orable' Senator  from  Kentucky,  it  is  sud  that 
the  present  land  system  has  been  \oag  tried, 
and  that  it  works  well ;  and  the  rapid  increase 
of  population  in  the  Western  States,  especiilly 
in  Ohio,  the  eldest  of  those  States,  and  the  one 
in  which  the  Mperiment  has  be«n  the  moat 
fblly  tried,  is  presented  as  an  example.  In  tys 
position,  and  in  the  iHustraUon  also^  the  Se- 
viewing  Oconndttee  detect  oUier  and  ftrths 
errors.  "  The  troth  is,  (say  they,  page  11,) 
Ohio  owe*  at  least  two-thirds  of  ha  pracDt 
greatness  to  settlements  on  Virginia  ndlittrr 
bounties,  on  lands  sold  befcM  the  adi^ition  a 
the  present  qrstem,  at  the  easy  rate  of  nxty* 
six  and  two-third  cents  per  acre,  payable  in 
revolntionary  certificates ;  on  the  Western  re- 
serve, sold  b/  Connecticut  to  individaals,  at  a 
few  cents  per  acre ;  on  donations  to  settlers,  to 
Nova  Scotia  and  CanacUan  refageee,  and  for 
schools  and  other  purposes ;  and  on  tiie 
lauds,  where  a  multitude  of  poor  people  sn 
seated  without  titles." 

Sir,  to  examine  specialW,  and  asugn  its  true 
mwit  to  this  long  array  of  Muses  cm  wfaidi  this 
report  rests  tiie  "present  greatness"  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  would  occupy  more  time  than  I 
wish  to  devote  to  it,  and  mnch  more  than  ywir 
patience  would  allow.  Some  leading  items  <nily 
will  I  notioe.  And,  first,  the  Vii^nia  militsry 
bounties.  Their  location  in  the  State  of  Ohio 
is  assigned  as  one  of  the  ^reat  causes  of  lier 
prosperity ;  or,  in  the  (pinion  <^  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  if  that  tract  of  coQutry 
had  l>een  surveyed  and  sold  by  the  United 
State^  the  settlement  of  the  State  woeld  hxn 
been  tiiereby  retarded ;  or,  tn  otliw  wnda,  tin 
tract  of  oountrj  would  not  have  been  as  well 
pet^led  •as  it  now  is.  Thdr  position  mut  be 
true  to  this  extent,  or  the  ari^ament  (rf  the  Re- 
viewing Oommittee  is  fallaoioua.  But  how  i> 
the  act? 

It  is  idle  to  suppose  that  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  Virginia,  the  recipieote  of  this  boan^, 
have  settled  on  the  land  set  off  to  tfam,  ana 
thus  peopled  the  conntry ;  this  has  not  occurred 
in  one  case  in  a  thousand.  That  they  sold  tlieir 
warrants  at  a  cheap  rate,  is  true  *,  hot  the  par- 
chasers  were  not  the  actual  settlers  and  wien 
of  the  soil.  The  proprietors  of  warrants  etU 
to  speculators  before  or  afler  locataon— 
iadividuals,  nuroharioff  several  hundreds 
thoiuattds  of  acres,  ai»  selling  again  at  ratH 
seldom  below,  and  often  mnch  above,  the  min- 
imum price  «  the  publio  lands ;  conseqnenU^ 
tiie  settlement  of  that  portion  of  the  conntry 
was  much  retarded,  and  lingered  far  behind 
that  of  the  adjacent  lands  of  a  good  quali^eist 
of  the  Scioto  or  west  of  the  Little  Hiami  Kn- 
ere.  But  there  were  other  causes  besides  merely 
price,  which  delayed  the  settlement  of  the  Yir- 
^nia  military  district.  It  often  happened  that 
choice  tracts  of  land,  inviting  to  the  &rmtr, 
could  not  be  purchased  upon  any  terms.  Some- 
times it  twlonged  to  infant  helm ;  or  was  di- 
vided, in  the  coarse  of  descents,  into  minnte 
portions,  the  property  of  penons  sspaiated 
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firom  each  other,  and  ignorant  of  their  rights ; 
md  thns  was,  in  effect,  shut  out  from  sale,  aad 
oonseqneiitlj  from  settlement.  And,  more- 
over, cases  of  defeotive  titles,  bonseqnent  apon 
intcvGuiiig  olunui,  as  well  as  the  state  of  things 
to  wUdi^  have  Jnst  refonedf  fbnned  a  most 
■erioQfl  obBtade  to  tbe  sale  and  settlement  of 
tihose  lands.  These  are  among  the  caoses  which 
prodnoed  a  well-known  effect;  that  part  of 
Ohio  d^  in  faot,  settle  less  rapidly  than  the 
laada  on  uther  side  of  it  of  like  quality,  which 
was  sold  by  the  Government.  So  far,  there- 
fore, from  owing  her  greatness  to  that  circnm- 
stune,  Ohio  has  been  retarded  in  her  advaooe- 
ment  by  tiie  looBtioa  of  those  lands  within  her 
borders. 

The  next  ctronmstaaoe,  which,  according  to 
this  report,  aided  to  achieve  the  greatness  of 
Ohio^  was  the  sale  of  lands  "  before  the  adop- 
timi  ^  the  preamt  syatem,  at  the  easy  rate  of 
uxtjF-fllz  ud  tvo-tlura  eetds  par  aore^  pliable 
in  oertifioates.*' 

I  must  here  take  leave,  once  more,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  oonristency  of 
the  Cujts  and  opinions  advanced  by  the  Oom- 
tnittee  on  FaUio  Lands,  as  presented  ia  this 
report.  They  give  ns  the  valae  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  several  new  States  and  Territories, 
in  the  gross,  and  average  them  at  between 
twenty  and  f^y  cents  per  acre ;  even  the  fine 
lands  in  Illinois,  than  which  the  world  affords 
none  better,  would  range,  as  they  have  it,  bo- 
low  fifty  cents,  and  this,  too^  land  which  is  bor- 
dering <»i  flonrlshing  aetdaiienta,  and  is  sur- 
Teyed  said  ready  fiv  maricet.  Bat  companies 
who  fanned  the  first  setUementa  in  Ohio  par- 
obased  at  the  easy  rate  of  nzty-six  and  two- 
third  cents  per  acre. 

Sir,  to  enaMe  the  Senate  to  form  an  estimate 
of  the  justness  of  tins  comparison,  and  the  oon- 
sequeot  correctaess  of  the  report  in  this  par- 
tioular,  I  most  call  your  attention  for  a  moment 
to  the  actual  state  of  the  country  at  the  time 
the  two  large  purchases  referred  to  were  made. 
That  I  may  consume  as  little  of  your  time  as 
possible,  I  will  refer  q>e(ually  to  but  one,  and 
that  Uie  lamer,  and,  by  a  ^rt  time,  the  earlier 
porefaases ;  ont  all  that  I  may  say  of  one  is, 
BDbsUntially,  applioaUe  to  boUi,  except  that 
the  Miami  punmase  covered  a  ridi  tract  of 
oonntry,  whOe  that  (tf  the  Ohio  Company  was 
unfortunately  fixed  upon  a  less  fertile  spot. 

The  Ohio  Oompany  effected  their  purchase 
in  the  summer  of  1787.  At  this  time  we  were 
yet  recent  from  the  war  with  Eaghmd  which 
gave  us  independence.  Her  troops  and  garri- 
sons were  not  withdrawn  from  our  territories ; 
she  still  held  possession  of  Detroit,  and  some 
small  forts  on  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
by  means  of  which,  and  her  traders,  she  held 
Goutrol  over  the  indians,  and  iadted  them  to 
hostUitiea.  On  the  one  nde  onr  fivntier  settle- 
ments had  poshed  westward  as  &r  as  Fort  Pitt 
and  Wheeling,  but  It  was  iu  weak  and  scattered 
detaehmenta,  constantly  meoaced  with  Indian 
maaianrn  and  venturing  but  a  little  wi?  from 
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the  forts  by  which  they  were  protected.  Ko 
wheeled  carriage  had  then,  I  believe,  ever 
crossed,  or  cotud  cross,  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tain ;  the  families  and  the  household  goods  of 
the  emigrants,  and  all  the  comforts,  and  even 
necessaries  of  life,  which  th^  did  not  wholly 
forego,  and  which  their  woods  and  fields  did 
not  fbrniah,  were  transported  on  horseback 
from  Ohambersborg  and  Fort  OunAeriand; 
and  there  are  spots  in  the  gorges  of  the  moun- 
tain, the  names  of  which  attest  that  even  this 
difficult  aod  adventurous  traffic  was  not  carried 
on  in  safety.  Such  was,  briefly,  the  situation 
of  the  country  when  the  Ohio  Company  pur- 
ohased  of  the  United  States  1,600,000  acres  of 
land,  in  a  single  body,  one  hundred  miles  be- 
yond the  furthest  outposts  of  our  settlements, 
In  a  hilly  and  comparatively  barren  region, 
and  themselves,  by  Uidr  compact,  bound,  not 
only  to  survey  their  own  lands,  but  one-twelfth 
part  of  the  wWe,  which  was  reserved  by  Con- 
gress, in  the  centre  of  each  towndiip,  for  their 
own  future  sale.  This  purchase,  at  the  time, 
and  under  the  circumstances  I  have  mentiened, 
was  made,  say  the  Reviewing  Committee,  ,"Bt 
the  easy  rafe  of  sixty-six  ana  two-third  cents 
the  acre,"  while,  in  the  next  page  of  their  re- 
port, they  show,  or  attempt  to  show,  that  the 
average  value  of  lands  in  the  best  and  most 
rapidly  popnlating  districts  of  country  in  the 
Union  are  now  worth  less  than  fifty  cents  per 
acre.  No  one,  I  think,  will  longer  wonder 
that  the  bill  reported  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  Kentucky  nas  received  the  decisive  con- 
demnation of  this  committee.  For,  sir,  tiiough 
the  gentiemen  composing  its  majority  dm, 
doubtless,  give  the  subject  of  the  public  lands 
the  singular  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  fax  sound  reasons,  and  from  the 
purest  motives,  without  «iy  purpose  of  involv- 
ing any  iudividual  in  difficulty  or  embarrass- 
ment; and  although  the  second  reference  to 
themselves  of  the  subject  which  they  had  be- 
fore thus  straneely,  and  which  had  been  ex- 
amined thus  abm  was,  doubtless,  done  from  a 
high  sense  of  public  duty  alone ;  and  although, 
doubtless,  as  the  hcmoratile  chairman  of  uie 
Beviewing  Committee  observed,  he  has  done 
nothing  more  than  to  correct  (what  ^>pearad 
to  hioQ  palpable  errors,  in  foot  and  argument, 
in  the  report  of  the  first  committee,  and  this, 
too,  in  no  unfrEendly  spirit ;  yet,  the  extraordi- 
nary faculty  which  he  possesses  of  marshalling 
his  facts,  the  discipline  which  he  has  taught 
tiiem,  so  that,  at  his  bidding,  they  will  face 
either  way,  and  overwhelm  a  proposition  which 
he  may  be  disposed  to  prove  wrong ;  and  his 
principle  of  comparison,  as  evinced  in  the  in- 
stance to  which  I  have  last  referred,  so  differ- 
ent from  that  of  other  men,  and  so  wholly  in- 
sorntable  to  an  every-day  intellect;  would  lead 
na.  on  the  whole,  to  conolnde  that  no  view 
which  eonid  have  been  taken  of  this  subject  by 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  unless  uded 
by  inspiration,  coatd  have  met  any  tiling  leoa 
t£aa  hia  "  deoi^ve  condemnation." 
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Sir,  I  oanoot  part  with  this  ral^eot  without 
Mjioff  Bomethioff  of  the  project  reported  bjr 
mr  bonoraUe  niend  from  Eentatd^,  awL 
iraoh  is  embodied  in  tMs  bill.  He  pn^Kwea 
tiM  ^Btribntion  of  the  pocee^  of  the  pnblio 
lands  amoi«  the  aeveru  Statoi,  to  be  bj  them 
wplied  to  tntenud  improvement;  the  payment 
m  debtft  contracted  for  internal  inuirovement ; 
the  oolAization  of  free  people  of  color,  and 
education ;  objects  national  in  their  obaraoter, 
and  dear  to  all  who  value  the  prosperily  of  our 
ooantry,  and  the  improvement  and  h^^iness 
<rf  the  haman  race.  Doobts,  it  is  troe,  have 
been  Bogsested,  of  the  eoudtntioDalitj  of  the 
measun^ut  I  humbly  conceive,  when  exam- 
.iued,  those  doubts  will  be  disnpated. 

All  the  lands  of  the  United  States  are  placed 
upon  tiie  same  footing  by  the  Ckunmittee  on 
f^blie  Lands,  and  the  ririits  of  the  natirai  over 
each  and  every  part  of  it  are  held  to  be  the 
■ame.  la  this  toe  two  oonunlttees  agree  «i- 
tirely.  We  may,  tiierefore^  hold  it  as  a  eon- 
ceded  point.  I  will  examine  onr  rights  over 
bat  %ne  portion  of  it,  and  that  at  present,  by 
far  the  most  important — that  lying  between 
the  Ohio,  the  Mississippi,  and  Uie  lakes,  for- 
merly known  as  the  territory  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio.  And^  sir,  as  it  Is  a  qoestion  of 
strict  la«^  yon  will  excuse  me  the  repetition 
which  it  necessarily  involves. 

We  hold  these  lands  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of 
cession  from  the  State  of  ViiKinia,  to  which  I 
will  onoe  ag^  refer.  This  deed,  after  desig- 
nating oertam  tmsts  to  which  a  part  of  it  was 
to  be  Implied,  provides: 

**  TiMt  all  the  lands  wItUn  the  territoty  bo  ceded 
to  the  ITnited  States,  «Dd  not  reserved  for,  or  sppro- 
pikted  to,  any  of  the  beforeMnentimed  purpcwes, 
or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  the  offloers  snd  soldiers 
of  the  American  army,  shall  be  oonsidered  a  com- 
mon fund  fbr  the  nse  and  tj^nefit  of  such  of  tlie 
United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  b«oome, 
members  the  confederaUon  or  Aderal  alUuee  of 
the  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  aooording  to  their 
usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge 
sod  ezpeaditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully  and  bona 
Jide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatsoever.** 

This  cession  was  made  and  accepted  before 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  oonstitnuon;  it  has, 
therefore,  no  relation  to  that  instniment ;  but 
the  constifintion  (art  6th)  has  reUtion  to  the 
deed,  and  one  of  the  contracts  entered  into  and 
binding  on  the  national  fiuth.  This  placed  the 
General  Oovemment  in  the  utoation  of  a  traa- 
tee  of  this  fund,  which  it  most  dispose  of  bona 
fide  for  the  common  benefit  Now,  «r,  while 
the  nation,  which  represents  all  the  States  col- 
lectively, was  indebted,  its  debt  being  the  debt 
of  alt,  it  was  a  fiUr  and  legitimate  execution  of 
the  trust,  to  sdl  the  lands,  and  ^>ply  the  pro- 
ceeds to  the  payment  of  the  debt;  so,  also,  if 
its  proceeds  be  neoesswy  for  the  current  ex- 

S eases  of  the  '  Government     This  no  one 
oubts,  as  it  is  disposing  of  the  property  ftona 
jMsfiirthe  use  and  benefit  of  all  ue  States,  and 


in  the  proportions  stipulated.  Bnt  what  islo  be 
done  when  the  debt  is  paid,  and  the  fond  is  aot 
needed  for  the  pnrpoaes  of  the  General  Gorscn- 

BWBt? 

Give  it  Awaj,  oast  it  <^  as  ui  iiuonvcBiwt 
bnrdep,  say  the  Committee  on  Pablio  Laada. 
Dispose  of  it  as  heretolbre,  and  dislrUmte  the 
proceeds  justly^  aeeording  to  tbe  intaat  sad 
spirit  of  dtie  trust  nnder  whioh  yoa  btdd  it, 
the  Committee  <m  Mami&eUires. 

The  compact  which  tbe  aocepitanoe  of  the 
deed  of  oeselon  carried  with  it,  I  b<M  to  be 
imperative  and  perpetual.  In  ^  fotare  Um^ 
and  under  all  droomstances,  nnUl  the  sales  are 
completed,  the  lands  remain  a  common  land. 
They  most  be  disposed  of  by  Congress,  iosa 
fidA  for  the  use  sua  benefit  of  sm^  m  the  States 
as  shall  be  members  of  the  federal  alhance  it 
the  time  of  their  sale  or  dlapoaitaoii.  But  must 
the  fiud  neoemrily  be  held  aad  appJied  by 
OongraiB  to  the  fotare  extgeneicB  <tf  che  Gni- 
wal  GoveinmeDt!  I  do  not  aak  if  it  may,  but 
most  itt  The  paragraphs  already  dwelt  opui 
carry  with  them  no  such  ohtigstioD;  \xS.  there 
is  auoUier  member  (tf  the  clause  which  clearly 
implies  distribation.  This  fiind  for  the  oooudod 
benefit  shall  be  ftmoiStls  disposed  of  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  Slates,  acoordiag  to  their 
usual  respective  proportions  in  the  genersl 
cha^  and  expenditure."  If  the  object  bad 
been  to  apply  this  only  to  the  aoonmig  eba^ei 
which  revenue,  pn^Mrly  so  oalled.  is  designed 
to  meet,  this  lastniited  clause  would  have  fwind 
no  place  here.  But  it  eleatly  oontempltfes  dis- 
tribution, and  is  placed  upon  the  mi^  of  a 
profit  and  loss  aoooimt  between  individual  pwt- 
oers.  In  the  pruportioa  that  Statea  ooDtribote 
to  support  the  expenses  of  Government,  in  dial 
proportion  shall  they  reoeive  the  proceeds  of 
sale  of  common  property.  It  seems  to  me, 
therefore,  a  clear  case  of  ciwstitntiooal  rig^t,  if 
not  of  obligation,  that  these  lands  and  their 
proceeds  be  applied  in  the  manner  pn^osed  by 
this  bill.  This  mode  is  as  just,  end  it  b  expe- 
dient alike  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  fitates, 
and  new.  The  Treasury  of  the  United  Statei 
is  now  fall  to  overflowing,  and  for  none  <tf 
purposes  of  Government  is  this  f^nd  neoesssiy 
or  nseflil  to  the  nation  as  a  whole.  But  the 
States  have,  by  their  general  compaot,  divested 
tliemselves  of  the  first  and  greatest  resoans  of 
revenne — that  of  imports  on  oommeye ;  many 
of  them,  having  no  other  xeaonroe,  sa^ort 
tiieir  Government  by  hard,  direct  taxation  apon 
land,  which,  less  uan  any  other  speoes  of 
property,  can  bear  taxaUon.  Thoa,  they  labor 
under  great,  and,  indeed,  almost  insnrmoontsr 
ble  (Uffioolties,  in  ruaing  foods  for  diose  ezpen* 
ditnres  necessary  for  the  internal  improTement 
of  their  country,  and  the  eduoatifm  of  the  riabg 
generation.  Tbe  distributioa  the  proceeds 
of  these  lands  would  remove  all  ttus  eril 
Those  Statea  which  have  borrowed  and  ex- 
pended large  anms  in  IminoTenftentB  a  pmna- 
nent  and  national  eharaeter  would  be  xtiieved 
isassL  the  debt  with  which  tbqr  an  burdana^ 
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and  to  tbe  ml  it  would  fiimteh  a  fQuA  snffiraeDt 
to  ke«>  np  thoae  improvameats  in  an  even  pace 
with  ike  pnwrees  of  pepolation.  And,  more- 
over, it  would  place  in  toe  hands  of  the  States 
a  ftind  which,  well  applied,  would  fiuttiBh  Uw 
meau  of  edaoatioa  to  all  the  riling  genera- 
tions whioh  are  to  raoceed  ns.* 

Mr.  Burroir  sud:  Tbe  Senates  Km- 
tookf,  in  skip^g  all  the  argameots  of  the 
Committee  tm  Pnblle  ImoSb,  dmb  been  eqoallj 
averse  to  the  use  of  argnmoiti  on  Us  own  tide. 
Boa^  aneodote,  metaphor;  many  ohibitions 
and  flosririMe  to  entertain  the  ladies  and  bjr- 
Btaoders ;  bnt  very  Caw  argoments  to  enlighten 
tbe  Senate.  The  cash  argament  was  the  only 
one  whidi  he  condesoended  to  use.  The  table 
of  dividends  was  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  hk 
argnment  and  that  table  was  ooostrnoted  npon 
a  printdpie  of  error,  which  exhibits  to  each 
State  about  fonr  or  five  times  more  spoil  than 
It  would  ever  get  Instead  of  an  average  of  a 
series  of  years,  which  would  give  a  million  and 
tfaree-quarters  in  place  of  three  millions,  for 
the  gross  reo^pts  from  the  public  lands,  instead 
of  the  net  prooeeds,  which  would  require  aboot 
a  nllUon  to  be  dednotod  for  expenses  In  admin- 
{storing  the  public  lands,  buying  them  for  In- 
dians, payhig  tite  annuilies  incurred  on  account 
of  Ihenij  and  effeoting  the  removal  of  the  In- 
dians; instead  of  the  remunder  whioh  these 
dednetions  would  leave,  and  which  in  some 
years  would  be  nothing,  and  in  other  years  per- 
haps half  a  million  of  dollars,  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  takes  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  last 
year,  swelled,  as  it  was,  with  payments  due  for 
lands  sold  before  the  year  1820,  with  military 
and  forfuted  land  snip,  and  constructs  his 
table  npoQ  t)>at  fallaoioua  sum,  and  then  ex- 
hibits to  the  States  these  large  and  seductive 
dividends.  Bnt  thia  argument  will  do  npon 
paper  alone^  An  ameadment  to  confine  the 
dubibntlon  to  the  net  prooeeds  will  detect  its 
fhllaoy,  and  leave  thwe  emp^-handed  who 
suppoud  they  were  become  rich  on  the  spoils 
of  the  new  States. 

Still,  this  cash  argnment  is  the  only  one  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  has  condescended  to 
use ;  and  let  us  see  how  he  has  used  it  He 
assigns  to  the  States  nortii  of  the  Potomac 
about  one  million  two  hundred  and  sixty  thon- 
sand  dollars,  and  to  the  States  south  of  the  Po- 
tomac  about  five  hnndred  and  fifty  thousand 
ddlars  1  Thiu,  tbe  States  whIoh  sarrendwed 
their  lands  to  the  Federal  Government,  are  to 
reoelTe  about  seven  hnndred  thousand  dollars 
less  Hian  those  who  reAued  to  sorrender,  and 
wMch  would  now  Involve  the  country  in  a  for- 
eign war  before  they  wonld  ^ve  up  an  acre 
to  settle  a  disputed  boundary.  Again :  tbe 
Southern  States  send  emigrants  to  the  new 
States ;  the  Northern  States  send  but  few,  and 
me&a  to  stop  those  few  to  work  in  their  &cto- 
ries.  The  Sonthem  States,  then,  through  their 
emigration,  and  the  new  States,  are  to  famish 
the  whole  sum  whidi  Is  thus  to  be  jo  unequally 
^vided.  The  whde  Is  to  oome  fixffli  the  Soato 
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and  West,  and  twioe  the  largest  share  is  to 
pour  into  the  Northeast ;  thus  opening  another 
current,  another  inland  golf  stream,  parallel  to 
the  tariff  stream,  the  pension  stretuii,  the  inter- 
nal improvement  stream,  and  the  United  States 
Bank  stream,  which  are  now  sweeping  the 
wealth  of  the  South  and  West  into  tbe  North- 
eastern olties.  ^ 

The  Senator  from  Eentocky  carries  his  con- 
fidenoe  in  the  money  argament  so  fiv  as  to  be- 
lieve that  the  new  States  themselvee  wfll  be 
ouitlTated  by  U;  that  they  wiU  fiOlIn  love 
with  the  fidladons  cUvidends  vhioh  he  has  held 
out  to  them,  and  ooosent  to  seU  themsfdves  to 
the  old  States  for  a  small  share  of  thtar  own 
spoils,  A  large  table  €i  dividends  is  displayed 
before  them ;  bnt  it  is  all  deception  and  Uln- 
sion.  The  divideods  will  be  redocod  to  insig- 
nifioaooe  when  the  expenses  of  the  land  system 
are  deducted  from  the  gross  receipts ;  and,  even 
if  it  stood  at  the  sums  carried  out  in  his  table, 
evM7  new  State  would  save  mure  infinitely  by 
a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  lutd  than  by 
receiving  a  share  of  her  own  money.  The  sav- 
ing npoh  tbe  aalrt  of  last  year,  to.  be  efiectod 
by  a  rednotimi  ot  the  juioe  eooording  to  the 
plan  reoommended  by  the  Land  Committee, 
wonld  be,  in  Ohio,  $214,000;  in  Indiana, 
$847,000;  in  Illinois,  $21^000;  in  Hiseonri, 
$187,000;  in  Alabama,  $447,000;  ia  Missia- 
Bippi,  $108,000 ;  and  in  Louisiana,  $43,000. 

But  it  is  nob  by  tables,  oonstructed  before- 
hand, that  the  loss  of  the  new  States  can  be 
ascertained  from  such  a  bill  as  this.  If  it 
passes,  their  doom  is  sealed.  They  bec<»ne  the 
private  property  of  the  old  States.  To  make 
money  out  of  them  will  be  the  only  couEadera- 
tion.  Every  art  that  ingenni^  and  avarioe  can 
invent,  will  be  put  in  retniisition  to  swdl  the 
amoiHit  for  distribution.  Instwd  being  re- 
duced, the  price  of  the  lands  wlU  prob^^  be 
nused  again  to  the  old  minimum  of  two  dcd- 
lars.  Instead  of  preferences  to  settlers  aad  oc- 
cupants, they  will  have  to  bid  for  thdr  own 
labor  against  the  ageots  of  the  paramount 
States  who  will  be  sent  to  superintend  the 
sales,  and  see  that  every  tract  is  screwed  np  to 
the  highest  point  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Olat)  thinks  the  price  ought  to  be 
raised,  but  he  will  not  move  to  raise  it'  Oan 
he  go  security  for  his  coadjutors  f  Will  they 
not  do  it  1  Those  who  are  to  divide  tbe  spm 
are  to  make  the  spoil.  They  can  make  It  what 
they  please,  and  certainly  will  please  to  miike 
it  as  great  as  poiriUe.  Nor  is  it  in  the  price 
only  that  the  new  Statee  m^  be  oppressed  and 
harassed.  looumerabte  arte  may  be  resorted 
to  in  order  to  enhance  the  product  derivable 
from  the  lands.  Here  is  an  act  passed  in  the 
State  of  Maine,  in  the  year  182^  for  the  sale 
of  rotten  timber  and  growing  grass,  and  the 
prosecQtion  of  trespassers,  which  act  can  be, 
will  soon  be,  applied  to  the  new  States  if  this 
scheme  of  diBtriDuU(ni  succeeds.   Listen  to  it: 

**That  It  shall  be  tte  duty  of  the  land  agent  to 
seD  at  peblie  aootion,  or  private  sale,  all  grass 
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growing  on  tb«  pablia  Unda  from  year  to  yoar ;  to 
take  nubiUe  mearares  for  the  preaerradon  of  gran 
and  tin ber'ttao dine  and  growing  tberaon ;  and  to 
proaecaM  in  behalf  of  tea  State  for  all  trespauea 
vbicb  bare  been,  or  may  be,  committed  thereon ; 
and  to  aeize  and  to  lell  mt  puUic  auction  all  Itlndi 
of  timber  and  grasa  cut  by  treepaners.  And  the 
aaid  agent  ia  hereby  authorixed  to  aell  timber  on 
tli#pablie  landa  where  the  same  la  decaying,  and  in 
bla  opinion  It  is  for  the  public  Interest  to  do  to  I*' 

Thia  ia  dow  a  law  of  Maine ;  this  ia  a  law 
made  by  those  who  are  now  uming  at  the 
ownership  of  all  onr  lands.  If  they  sooeeed, 
will  they  be  more  generous  to  the  people  of 
the  new  States  than  to  their  own  oiUzeos  ?  On 
the  c<Hitrary,  will  ther  not  be  a  tbonsand  Umea 
harder  1  Rotten  Umber  and  prairie  grass  will 
then  be  an  object  of  rerenne.  All  cattle  and 
bortes  will  have  to  be  confined  on  the  owner's 
land,  or  takoi  up  and  Mdd  for  the  treapaas  if 
thtj  stray  on  the  pnblk  landa  Agents  sent 
from  tbe  old  States,  and  stationed  In  every 
township,  wonld  watch,  not  only  the  fiurmera 
and  their  slaves,  hat  their  cattle,  tiieir  horaea, 
and  their  hogs,  to  sne  them  for  trespaaaea 

Thia  bUl  lua  been  called  a  system  for  settling 
the  bnainess  of  internal  improvement;  and 
under  that  assamption  the  bill  for  granting  a 
township  of  l&nd  to  the  French  college  at  St. 
lioois,  and  the  hill  to  grant  half  a  million  of 
acres  to  the  States  of  Husoari,  Uiasissippi,  and 
Loniriaua,  bad  baen  laid  apon  the  table.  They 
wm  hud  by  to  awut  the  eatabfiahmoit  of  this 
system,  aa  it  ia  oallad ;  bat  when  the  internal 
improvement  UHs  were  np  to  expend  a  mUlion 
or  so  in  money,  in  the  Northeast,  no  motion 
was  made  to  lay  them  down.  The  word  sys- 
tem waa  not  then  pronounced ;  this  bill  for  ad- 
justing the  bnsiness  of  internal  improvement 
was  not  once  alluded  to.  All  passed  without 
heritation  or  question.  System,  indeed  I  It  is 
none,  and  cannot  be.  It  doea  not  even  profess 
to  bind  a  future  Congress,  and  oould  not  if  it 
would.  It  does  not  even  profess  to  abstain 
from  future  appropriationa,  and  could  not  pre- 
vent them  if  it  tried.  Futore  Oongreeaes  will 
do  as  th^  please.  Future  minorities  will  do 
as  they  please.  Unequal  appropriatloas  will 
go  on  as  freely  as  ever ;  the  only  difference 
wUl  be,  that  the  land  revenue  will  he  thrown 
to  that  object,  in  addition  to  all  the  expendi- 
tures which  would  otherwise  have  been  made. 
In  one  respect  only  it  may  be  conddered  as  a 
system,  and  that  a  most  disaatroos  one ;  a  sys- 
tem of  setting  aside  the  proceeds  of  particolar 
branches  of  the  revenue,  to  answer  specific 
purposes,  and  thus  getting  clear  of  surplus  rev- 
enue without  reducing  taxes  1  Land  revenue 
ia  the  branch  now  to  be  set  aside ;  the  revenue 
from  woollens,  cottons,  iron,  salt,  Ac,  ftc.,  may 
follow  next  year.  There  Is  no  end  to  that  sys- 
tem when  once  began.  It  is  now  commenced 
on  the  weakest  part  of  the  Uni<m,  becanse  they 
are  the  weakest,  and  the  least  able  to  defend 
themselves.  The  South  ia  to  be  tempted  into 
it  by  a  share  of  the  Western  ^aSia ;  and  the 


next  year  the  West  is  to  be  tempted  into  the 
oontinnatioD  oi  the  system,  by  getting  a  share 
of  the  Southern  spoils.  Thus  a  revenue  otaSj 
amount,  twenty-five  or  thirty  milliona  may  be 
k^t  up,  by  dexterously  playing  ofiT  the  Bonth 
against  the  West  and  tbe  West  agauut  the 
SoQth,  and  mdcmg  ihtm  alternately  coop- 
erate with  the  Northeast  in  plundenng  each 
other. 

It  is  not  a  syat^  for  the  settlement  of  tb* 
internal  improvement  question.    Its  object  is 
very  lUfferent  from  that   It  is  a  tariff  hill ;  it 
is  an  ultra  tariff  measure ;  tbe  strongest  ind 
the  boldest  which  has  been  attempted  at  Uiii 
sesuon.   Tariff  is  stamped  upon  its  £aoe ;  tariff 
ia  emblazoned  upon  its  borders ;  tariff  is  pro* 
olaimed  in  all  its  features.  In  the  first  plux,  it 
is  intended,  by  diverting  the  land  revenue  from 
tiie  sni^Kirt  m  the  Government^  to  create  s 
vacnnm  in  tbe  Treasury,  which  most  be  filled 
np  by  duties  on  imported  goods.  In  the  next 
plaoe,  it  is  intended,  by  keeping  np  tbe  price  of 
the  public  lands,  to  prevent  the  emigration  oi 
laboring  people  from  the  numufactoring  States, 
and  retain  tbem  where  they  were  bom,  to 
work  in  the  factories.   This  is  the  tme  charac- 
ter of  the  bill ;  a  tariff  bill;  aland  tariff  bill; 
conceived  according  to  the  plan  of  Ur.  Rush, 
in  1828,  and  tbe  memorial  of  the  Kew  Yori 
Tariff  Oraivention  in  November  of  tbe  last 
year.  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  ehamd 
this  design  iqwn  this  UU;  th^y  wotod  Kr. 
Rush,  and  the  memcHul  tii  the  New  York 
Tariff  Convention,  to  ivove  that  obaracter 
apon  it ;  and  theia  oha^  has  not  been  met 
A  ^ble  attempt  at  the  vindication  of  Ifr. 
Rush  has  fixed  the  design  more  firmly  iip<H) 
him.   Tbe  Senator  from  £witacky  (Kr.  Cut) 
informs  the  Senate  that  be  suggested  to  Kr. 
Rush,  before  his  report  was  communicated  to 
Congress,  that  it  might  be  misunderstood,  sad 
that  he  had  better  omit  what  related  to  the 
public  lands  and  the  manufactures.  He  sug- 
gested to  him  that  it  might  be  mi«mderEtM>a ! 
Yes,  misunderstood  I  mA  that  very  phrase 
proves  that  it  was  understood  t  that  tbe  ShUf 
tor  ttfm  Kentucky  understood  it  at  the  first 
blush  precisely  as  everybody  else  has  under 
stood  it  ever  since.   But  the  memorial  of  the 
New  York  Convention,  which  has  been  printed 
and  laid  upon  our  tables^  that  also  ie  qooted  by 
the  Public  Land  Committee,  and  no  notice  is 
taken  of  it  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  nor 
by  the  Senatof  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ewihq.)  Vhy 
do  they  omit  to  notice  that  memorial?  Be- 
canse it  is  full  and  plain,  express  and  explicit 
up  to  the  mark,  and  direct  and  open  in  favor  of 
preventing  emigration  to  tbe  West  for  tbe  par- 
pose  of  detaining  the  laboring  popolatioo  to 
work  in  the  factories.   There  is  no  room  for 
dispute  about  it,  and,  therefore,  the  Smatwi 
who  undertake  to  answer  the  report  of  the 
Land  Committee,  pnidently  pass  oy  that  me- 
morial, and  the  unanswerable  argument  founded 
upon  it,  although  referred  to  in  the  body  of  the 
report,  and^qnoted  verbatim  in  the  i^pendil. 
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The  &ot  IB  dear ;  the  oondosion  irree^tihle ; 
the  character  ondeniable,  that  this  land  hill  U 
a  tariff  meaaore ;  and  that  the  new  States  are 
to  be  oppressed  in  the  price  of  the  pahtio  lands, 
for  purpose  of  preventing  emigration,  and 
of  Boppljing  laborers  to  the  &ctories. 

The  hill  is  oertainly  adroitiy  drawn;  it  is 
calenlated  npon  a  wide-spread  scheme,  uid  oni- 
▼ersal  design  to  attract  all  interests  to  engage 
in  the  <^MS8lon  of  ih»  Veat  The  proMeos 
of  die  sauB  of  the  public  lands  we  to  be  dirided 
among  all  the  States,  uid  for  all  sorts  of  pm- 
poses— to  pay  old  debts  fbr  roads  and  canals, 
or  to  nuJce  new  roads  and  canals  with  ready 
money — to  promote  edaoation — and  to  colonize 
firee  negroes  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  Certainly 
these  multiplied  objects  must  enlist  a  great 
mnltitade  against  the  new  States,  and  excite 
their  oopidity  to  the  highest  degree  to  get  hold 
of  the  pablio  domain  for  their  respeotiTo  ob- 
Jeote.  One  of  these  ^objects,  from  the  efforts 
-which  have  been  made  to  reocHouiend  it  to 
pnUio  ftvor,  and  the  pn^bimd  ignwanoe  wUch 
pemdea  Q»  public  mind  with  respect  to  its 
nadbUil7,  demands  a  word  of  duradotion ;  I 
spedc  of  the  oolontzation  scheme;  for  the 
prosecation  of  which  this  bill  commits  the  fed- 
eral domain,  and  the  poUtloal  powers  of  this 
Federal  Government.  A  more  visionary,  a 
more  chimerical,  and  a  more  impracticable 
prqject  never  entered  the  head  of  man,  than 
this  scheme;  and  this  I  will  demonstrate  by 
fiwjta  and  reasons  which  no  candid  man  can 
pemut'Iumself  to  dispute. 

Two  (Ustinct  views  of  the  prt^ect  demon- 
strate this  imposdbflity :  first,  the  eiqwiianoe 
ot  Qreat  Brltun ;  seoondly,  the  authentio  re- 
port of  oar  own  Oolonization  Society.  Each 
Tiew  is  oondnuve;  either,  taken  separately, 

Sats  an  end  to  hope ;  both,  taken  tt^ther,  oon- 
emn  tt  irrevocably.  All  the  world  knows 
oomething,  but  few  know  the  real  history  of 
the  British  attempt  at  African  colonization. 
The  expense  io  money  and  in  lives,  and  the 
total  faUure  of  the  undertaking,  are  bat  slightly 
known.  The  moneyed  expense  has  been  pro- 
di^ons.  The  chief  Justice  of  Sierra  Leone, 
Mr.  Jeffcott,  in  a  charge  to  a  grand  jury  io  the 
capita  of  the  colony,  in  June,  1880,  stated  the 
expense  for  the  last  ten  years  *to  wnount  to 
.£7,000,000  string,  (about  86  miUions  of  dol- 
lars;) that  Hie  number  <tf  Africans  brought  in 
during  that  period  was  between  18.000  and 
19,000 ;  and  tost  the  expense  of  each  nad  been 
about  £300  sterling,  (near  1,600  dollars ;)  and 
that  the  total  population  of  the  colony  was 
then  but  little  upwards  of  30,000  souls.  This 
gives  an  idea  of  the  expense  in  money.  But  a 
more  dreadful  account  of  expenditure  is  still  to 
be  opened.  It  is  the  expense  of  human  life  I 
Every  Governor  sent  to  the  colony  had  per- 
ished under  the  climate,  one  only  excepted,  and 
be  had  perished  under  the  kiuves  of  the  native 
negroes.  The  solders  and  uiSUxn  sent  there 
were  swept  off  In  crowds.  No  seuouing  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world  could  prepare  them 


[Scum 

for  the  horrors  of  this  African  climate.  Trot^ 
from  tiM  West  Indies,  from  the  Oape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  East  Indies,  all  shared  the  same  fate. 
The  only  difference  was,  that  the  drunkards 
died  the  first  season,  and  the  sober  ones  the 
second  or  third.  This  waste  of  life  and  money 
induced  the  British  Parliament,  in  1826,  to 
open  a  commission  to  examine  into  the  state  of 
the  oolooy ;  the  result  was  a  determinatiw  to 
contract  th^  esteblishmenta,  to  withdraw 
most  of  th^  troops,  and  to  enrrender  all  hope 
of  suooeas. 

The  last  annnal  rq»ort  of  the  American  Col- 
onization  Sodety  proves  and  establishes  the  in- 
ability of  their  efforts.  Look  at  their  own 
statoments.  At  page  41,  it  is  stated,  and  cor- 
rectly stated,  that  tiie  annual  increase  of  the 
black  populi^on  in  the  United  States  is  from 
76,000  to  80,000  souls,  and  that  it  will  require 
this  number  to  be  annually  carried  off  to  check 
the  growth  of  that  population  among  us.  At 
page  lOj  it  is  stated,  mi  correctly  stated,  that 
the  amval  of  1,000  euugrant  negroea  la  any 
one  year  woold  be  the  ruin  ut  the  oakniyl 
that  evm  that  small  number  of  new-oomers 
would  make  a  revolution,  and  require  an  armed 
force  to  keep  the  peace  among  them.  Here^ 
then,  are  two  ftcta,  whitdi  put  an  end  to  the 
illuMons  of  this  scheme.  Seventy-five  thou- 
sand per  annum  most  so,  before  the  increase 
of  the  blacks  is  oheoked  at  hom^— before  we 
oan  feel  any  national  advantage  ftom  it ;  and 
the  arrival  of  1,000  would  destroy  the  colony, 
and  put  an  end  to  the  project  [  Oan  argument, 
or  commentary,  add  to  ue  force  of  these  two 
bets,  presented  hr  the  maaagws  of  the  Sooiety 
themselves  in  their  last  anniul  report!* 

In<Uvidnals  may  give  thdr  mou»^ :  bmevo- 
lent  persons  may  ^low  the  impmse  th«r 
feelings  in  bestowing  their  chanty  upon  this 
project  Their  money  is  their  own,  and  they 
may  do  what  they  please  with  it.  But  can 
legislators  and  statesmen  follow  th«  same  im- 
polsions,  and  act  in  the  same  manner,  with  re- 
Bpeot  to  the  revenues  of  the  people  f  Can  they 
commit  this  Government  upon  a  scheme  of 
African  colonization,  without  counting  the  cost 
in  lifp  md  money,  and  askii^  themselves  if  the 
success  is  to  justify  the  expeoditureV  The 
total  English  expense  in  the  fifty  years  of  her 
experiment  cannot  have  be«  less  than  t&i^ 
or  ninety  milli(»tf  <rf  didlars.  The  desbvMitoa 
of  life  has  been  i{>paUhig.  The  desorlptiwi  of 
Edmund  Burke  has  been  realized,  that  it  was  a 
r^on  whwe  tiie  mtea  of  death  stood  open 
day  and  night  for  t£e  reoeption  of  its  victims. 
Governors  and  Judges,  scddiers  and  mariners, 
all  go.  Our  colony  is  on  the  same  ground.  It 
is  not  <mly  within  the  chartered,  but  within 
the  settled  limits  of  the  British  oolony ;  tho 
mortality  must  be  the  same  when  our  estab- 


*  TlM  uoiul  tooTMM  of  Ot»  ooJoTod  popnUtioD  la  tba 
UslM  Stale*  balnc  aboot  thiM  aoA  a  qnartor  par  aaatma, 
tt  wo«kt  n»w  (1896)  laqalra  al»u  UOyOM  to  b«  aunallr  w 
iMm^  to  stop  dw  hmaa  laoraaMh 
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liflfamenta  equal  theirs.  If  tiiia  aeheme  is  fol- 
lowed up,  and  tfaU  Federal  GovenmieDt  be- 
omnei  eomnutted  to  that  aobMae,  a  tentorial 
CkmnmieBt  nmit  be  Mnt  to  Aflrica.  A  de- 
taohmeDt  of  the  amjr  and  of  the  navy  mast 
be  sent  thera  and  oooits  anned  with  Btrong 
erimlnal  jnriamotlon.  IflefttoUieiiuelve8,the 
eolOB7  will  bein  dvil  war  before  it  reaebeB20^000 
MttU.  Violenoe  preTails  all  over  the  world. 
The  first  man  that  was  bom  killed  the  Mocmd. 
Murders,  sedlttona,  revolatloaa,  go  on  eveiy- 
where.  Oan  it  be  expected  that  this  medtey  of 
negroea,  part  from  America,  part  from  Africa, 
soma  Aill  blood,  some  half  blood,  will  realize 
the  vidooary  speoalation  d  hmam  perfectibil- 
ity, and  be  kept  in  order  bj  moral  restrabts, 
and  the  mild  paniabment  of  interdiction  fW>m 
the  use  <^  fire  and  water  Id  Afrieat  For  the 
Bmnan  ppniahnieBt  by  e^  ia  the  highest  now 
known  hi  ow  eokaj.  Not  tbeae  restrainta 
will  Boon  CsiL  They  will  ftU  M  they  did  fai  the 
Britiah  colony  befm  ft  veaebed  80,000^  and  re- 
qnire  all  the  Duwhinwy  of  a  strong  Govern- 
ment to  keep  the  negroes  in  peaoe.  Who  is 
prepared  to  establish  that  GoTemmeot  in  Af- 
rica! To  spread  oar  ctmstitatitm  aorow  the 
Atlantic^  ana  beneath  the  eqoator,  and  stretch 
it  over  a  race  for  which  It  was  not  madef 
Who  ia  prepared  to  expend  a  hundred  miUions 
of  mim^  in  this  attempt,  and  to  send  the  sons 
of  oar  nrmera—tbe  soldiers  and  mariners  of 
the  repnUio—to  perish  on  that  pestilential 
ooaitt  Those  who  are  not  prepared  for  these 
things  sbonld  stop  at  once,  and  refaae  to  com- 
mit their  GoTornment  npon  a  prefect  whioh 
moat  involve  all  these  oonseqnencea,  and,  after 
involving  them,  must  end  as  the  British  at- 
tenmt  at  colonizati<Hi  has  ended,  in  deownstrat- 
ing  Its  total  impraeticability. 

As  a  Western  man,  as  a  dtiien  of  one  of  the 
new  States,  I  must  protest  against  the  i^lica^ 
tion  of  the  pablio  lands  to  uiis  object.  It  is 
several  years  rinoe  things  have  been  taking 
that  torn.  Hr.  Kwa,  of  New  York,  the  most 
oonqiioDoaB  author  of  the  Jfiaeonri  qnestion, 
first  proposed  it  in  the  Senate.  His  reeolnfion 
waa  aabmitted  in  18S4,  bat  led  to  no  result. 
The  Senator  from  Keatucky  (Mr.  Gut)  now 
moves  it  io  a  more  formal  and  determined 
manner.  The  managers  of  the  Sodety  have 
themselves  looked  to  it,  and  have  cariooaly 
mixed  ap  a  oaloulation  of  wtHridly  nin,  a  qaes- 
tion  of  profit  in  a  moneyed  point  of  view,  with 
this  devotion  of  the  pubUo  lands  to  their  fa- 
vorite ol^ectk  At  page  28  of  their  last  annual 
report,  aner  dfuming  an  appropriation  of  the 
pablio  lauds,  they  go  on  to  add,  that  it  shoold 
not  be  forgotten  that,  whatever  appropriations 
should  be  made  by  the  Oovemment  to  this 
object,  the  greater  pait  would  be  expended  in 
giving  employment  to  oar  diippiog  and  to  citi- 
aena  of  ttie  UDited  States.  Thua  philanthropy 
and  worldly^;ahi  are  to  go  hand  in  hand ;  the 
shipphig  interest  and  those  empl<7ed  in  con- 
dneung  the  scheme  an  to  the  greater  part 
of  wbibdYtr  is  extended.  The  pnblk  lanw  of 


the  West  are  to  fiiU  into  tilie  carmtt  whidi  ii 
sweeping  off  every  thing  ebe.  Farmers  of  the 
West  are  to  be  reqaired  to  furnish  anDnallf 
millions—eompelled  to  ptt  infinitely  more  Sat 
refnaa  land  tium  intisens  of  Maine  p^y  for  first 
choices,  to  Aindsh  money  to  enrira  (he  di^ 
pers,  as  well  as  to  huj  luids  to  be  giveii  is  t 
donation  to  the  negroes  carried  to  Airios ;  and 
all  this  in  addition  to  AimisluQg  as  m«ct)  u 
will  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Steto  Govenh 
mente  in  all  the  old  States. 

Mr.  B.  oondoded  with  ahowiog  tiiat  tb« 
question  was  now  between  the  plana  d  ti» 
two  committees— the  Committee  on  Msnofae- 
tures,  which  was  for  keying  up  the  prioe  of 
the  lands ;  and  the  Coomiittee  on  Pablio  L&ods, 
who  were  for  reduoiog  the  price  to  one  iloUar 
per  acre  for  fresh  lands,  and  fii^  oeota  per  acrs 
for  sneh  as  had  been  m  market  five  ycai^ 
with  a  right  of  preference  to  aotnal  seulera; 
and  he  caUed  npon  all  the  friends  d  the  Weat 
to  stand  fbrward  and  show  tiudr  friendship  <ni 
this  oocadon,  by  voting  down  the  pin  of  the 
Mannfteturing  Committee,  and  "wmtiupipg  that 
of  the  PobUo  Land  Oommlttee. 


FuDAT,  June  29. 

A  mcFsage  waa  received  fhun  the  Hause  <tf 
Bepresentotives,  by  Mr.  Clarke,  the  Clerk 
the  House,  announcing  the  death  of  Geoboe  E. 
Mitchell,  one  of  the  Representativfti  fnm  the 
State  of  Maryland,  of  that  House,  and  tint  bis 
iuneri^  would  take  place  at  6  o'clock  P.  M 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chau berb,  the  Senate  then 
came  to  the  following  resolutioa : 

Sueltti,  That  the  Scute  will  aUend  the  fanerd 
of  the  Bon.  G.  K.  HncniLL,  one  of  the  Bepnsenti- 
livea  from  the  State  of  Miuylaud,  this  day  at  6 
o'clock  F.  M.,  and,  as  a  tribate  of  respect  uk  the 
memory  of  tbe  docesaed,  that  the  Senators  wiD  gi 
into  iDOamlDg,  by  wearing  ortpe  on  tbe  kft  sm 
for  tbirtj  days. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  CaAMBEBS, 
The  Senate  then  a^Joamed. 


SxTUKDiT,  Jane  80. 

Portrait  of  Wiuhingtim. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frklixohhyben,  tbe  Sen- 
ate took  up  the  resolation  for  the  parohaw  of 
the  (H^ginal  portrait  of  George  Washington,  by 
Bembraodt  Peale. 

Mr.  F.  moved  to  fill  tbe  blank  with  8,000 
dotiars.  He  founded  his  motion,  first,  on  the 
aocuracy  of  the  likeness,  and,  aecoad^,  on  tbe 
natnre  of  the  sntfject  itself.  He  ttated  the 
opinions  of  Judge  Marshall,  Jodge  WMhingtoo, 
and  other  distinguished  men,  aa  to  the  aocnra^ 
ot  the  resembkuse. 

Mr.  Sunt  stated  that  Stewart  teoelTed  only 
1,000  doUara  for  hia  beat  portoaits;  and  he 
wonld  have  no  olj^atioa  to  give  1,000  doUan 
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for  this.  Stewart  had  engaged  to  make  him  a 
copy  for  600  doUara,  bat  it  ooidd  not  be  ob- 
tained from  him. 

Mr.  Webstsb  said  that  he  had  taken  his  idea 
of  Washington  from  the  portraits  of  Stewart. 
He  ftdmitt^  the  merits  of  his  picture,  and  eaid 
that  if  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  an  original, 
which  he  supposed  It  was^  the  price  onght  not 
to  be  in  the  way.  An  original  head  of  Wash- 
ington, hj  Stewart,  was  lotelj  sold  for  1,600 
dollars,  and  the  pnrchaaer  woold  not  UsteD  U> 
an  oSiar  of  $S,000  for  it.  In  Sngland,  if  its 
character  were  as  hl^  as  It  la  here,  it  woold 
fetch  a  mnch  higher  price. 

Mr.  FaxuKfiQCTssK  then  moved  to  amend 
the  resolntion,  hjr  adding  a  provision  Uiat  the 
portrut  be  hnng  in  a  oopspicnoos  part  of  the 
Senate  chamber,  nader  the  direcdon  of  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  and  that  the  expenses 
thereof  be  pud  oat  of  the  conUngent  fond ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
groaaed,  and  read  a  third  dme. 


.  VxatDAT,  Joly  3. 
I\tblie  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  oonnder  the  bill  to 
appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  prooeeda  of 
the  sales  of  the  pnblio  lands. 

Mr.  Hathb  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
which  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds among  the  States.  He  was  oppoeeu  to 
the  introduction  of  the  principle  of  distribnting 
the  revenue  among  the  States.  He  insisted 
tliat  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  did  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  revenue.  The  clause  which 
he  moTOd  to  strike  ont,  ont  off  a  part  of  the 

Sablio  rerenae^  taUng  it  from  Hie  Treasarr  to 
ivide  it  among  the  States,  ^e  made  an  ob- 
jection to  the  distribntion  idso,  because  it  was 
a  division  of  the  gross,  instead  of  the  net  reve- 
nue, and  so  as  tiie  difference  between  the 
gross  and  net  proceeds,  it  was  a  division  of  the 
duties  derived  &Qm  imports.  He  admitted  the 
perfect  power  of  Oongress  to  lef^ate  on  the 
subject;  but  he  was  opposed  to  donations  of 
money  to  the  States,  and  desired  to  have  some 
senend  and  equitable  system  adopted  for  the 
oispositinD  of  the  public  lands.  He  asked  for 
l^e  yeas  and  nays  on  liis  motion ;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  Out  rejoioed  that  the  qmaticm  tA  tiie 
prin^^  of  distribotifm  was  now  to  be  tested 
in  a  simple  and  a  solemn  manner.  He  met  the 

opinion  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
that  the  division  of  tlie  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  would  plead  to  the  practice  of  distribut- 
ing the  proceeds  of  the  taxes  among  the  States, 
by  an  opposite  one ;  and  declared  his  own  firm 
and  strenuous  opposition  to  the  principle  of 
such  distribution.  He  stated  that  the  revenue 
from  the  publio  lands  was  distingalshed  from 
all  other  revenoe  by  the  language  of  the  oon- 
-  atitatUni  and  of  the  deeds  of  oearion,  which 


gave  exolosive  and  unlimited  power  to  Con- 
gress oTor  the  pnbUo  lands,  and  which  was  not 
^ven  over  any  otiier  revenue.  This  view  was 
supported  by  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  ablest 
of  our  constitutional  lawyers ;  and  if  it  was 
correct,  the  argument,  tiierefore,  that  the  di- 
vision of  this  revenue  would  lead  to  the  divinon 
of  alt  the  surplus  revenue,  he  did  not  consider 
as  sustainable.  He  adverted  to  the  alignment 
that  the  ffirtribntion  of  the  gross  proceeds 
woold  be  a  distribution  in  part  itf  revenue 
from  other  sources,  and  atated  that  the  IdU  aa- 
tiiiKiaed  the  dlrl^n  of  tiie  net  proceeds  only. 
He  detaUed  what  would 'be  the  dednotions 
made  by  the  aoooonting  offioera  nnder  the  1^ 
when  they  determined  the  amonnt  <tf  tiie  pro- 
ceeds applicable  to  division.  The  net  amount 
of  charges  on  the  annual  sales  of  the  pnblio 
lands  did  not,  he  believed,  exceed  four  per 
cent  He  hoped  that  the  question  of  distrilm- 
tion  would  be  settied,  and  in  snob  manner  as 
to  redound  to  the  h^>plness  and  prosp«ity  <xl 
every  StatOt  and,  of  oonseqnenoe,  of  the  whole 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Hi.Tn  brieflr  replied  on  tha  fabjeotof 
tiie  diserimiiation  between  the  revrana  frwn 
the  publio  Irads  and  fKun  other  sonreea^  wd 
contended  that  if  tiie  coQstniction  of  the  gen- 
tiflman  fr<Hn  Eentnolrf  was  correot,  there  was 
no  limitation  to  the  powers  of  the  General 
Ooremment;  and  tiiey  might  be  exercised 
under  a  wild  discretion,  the  extent  of  which 
could  not  be  anticipated  or  controlled.  He 
asserted  that  there  ought  not  to  be  any  surplus 
money  in  tiie  Treasury,  but  that  care  should  be 
taken  to  regulate  the  taxes  so  as  to  have  no  un- 
necessary ampont  in  the  Ireasnry.  He  denied 
that  he  was*  anxious  to  increase  the  revenue 
from  the  public  lands.  He  was  wilUog  to  place 
them  on  a  ftir  and  eqnitaUe  gnmnd. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  HATim*8  mo- 
tion, and  decided  as  follows : 

TsjiS. — ^Messrs.  Bentod,  BiMi,  Brown,  Buckner, 
Ellis,  Gnmdf,  Hajne,  Hill,  Kans,  King,  Uaogiun, 
Harcy,  Killer,  Uoore,  Robinson,  Smiu,  Tasewell, 
Troup,  Tjler,  White— 21. 

NAts.— Messrs.  BeH,  Obambers,  Chy,  Clayton, 
DickerBOO,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Freiinghuysen, 
Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Nandain, 
Foindexter,  Preotias,  Bobbins,  Boggles,  Seymour, 
Kkbee,  ^tiMiie,  Upton,  Tonlinsoa,  WaaKaaMB, 
Webster.  Wilklns— Se. 

Mr.  SiOTH  moved  that  the  Senate  now  ad- 
journ. N^atived — ^yeas  16,  nays  83. 

The  question  now  b^ng  on  the  proposition 
of  the  Committee  on  Publio  Lands  to  strike  oat 
all  the  sections  which  authorize  the  distribu- 
tion among  the  Stat^  and  the  resldne  of  the 
bill,  the  qnestion  fM  then  tidcen  by  yeas  and 
nays,  ana  dedded  as  follows : 

TxAS. — Messrs,  Beaton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Bnckner, 
Ellis,  Forsyth,  Qrundy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King, 
Hangom,  HUler,  Moore,  Robinson,  Smith,  TazeweU, 
npton,  Troup,  Tyler,  White— 21. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bell,  <%ambers,  Chy,  Clayton 
DiokeiMiD,  Dudley,  JMag,  VMt,  fkeDnghnyseiit 
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Hendrick^  HolmeB,  Jotmatoa,  Kidgfat,  Haro;,  Kw- 
ddn,  Ptrindexter,  Prentiai^  Robbiiu,  Bontes,  Sej- 
Bonr,  81U>e«,  ^pngoe,  TomUoionf  Wtggunui, 
WebMer,  WilUu— S«. 

ICr.  BunoK  then  moved  to  introdaoe  an  ad- 
ditional section  to  reduce  the  price  of  pablic 
UndB  to  one  dollar  per  acre,  aad  of  all  which 
have  been  above  Ave  jean  in  market,  fifty 
oenti  per  acre. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KAn,  the  qaestlon  was 
divided,  and  was  first  taken  oil  the  first  branch 
of  the  amendment)  and  negatived,  as  follows : 

Tka«.— Heam.  B^,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Bock' 
ner,  Ellis,  Grandj,  Hajne,  Hendricks,  HIB,  Kane, 
Kh^,  Muumn,  Uoore,  Ptrfodexter,  BoUnaon,  Smith, 
TueweU,  Tipton.  Tnmp,  Wbite^Sl 

Kati.— Heasra.  Oiamben,  Clay,  ClajtoD,  Dallas, 
DiekenoD,  Dudley,  Ewlng,  Foot,  ForsTth,  Freling- 
hoTien,  Bohnes,  Johnston,  Koigtit,  Marcy,  Miller, 
NauduD,  Prentiss,  RobUns, Rugries, SeTnonrjais- 
bee,  Bprague,  Tomlinsw,  TjlOT^tggKmat  Web- 
ster, wiUdns— 27. 

The  qneedon  was  then  takm  on  the  aeotmd 
branch  ot  th»  amendmeii^  and  alao  negatived, 
•afoUowi:  * 

TiAf.— Heasra.  Benton,  Bibb,  Buekner,  EDIa, 
F6ra7tb,  Orundr,  Havne,  Hendrirks,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  Uangnm,  Hoor«,  Poicdexter,  Robinson,  Smitib, 
Tteewdl,  Tipton,  Troap,  White— 20. 

Nats. — Measn.  Bell,  Brown,  Cbamberi,  Clay, 
Clayton,  DaUaa,  Diekeraon,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot, 
FVeUngfanysen,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knlgbt,  Harcy, 
Hiller,  Naodain,  Prentiss,  Bobbin,  Rog^  Sey- 
mour, aisbee,  Spragna,  Tomlloaon,  Tyler,  Wagga- 
man,  WebstM,  WUkiiia--a8. 


Saxobiiat,  Joly  7. 
Setirinff  qf  the  Viee  PMiidmt. 

The  Yioi  Pbxbidxvt  informed  the  Ben- 
ate  that  he  ahonld  not  reanme  hia  aeat  in  the 
Senate,  and  ezpreaaed  bia  wiah  that  the  Benar 
tors  might  have  a  aaft  return  to  tbelr  families. 

At  half-past  seven  the  Senate  adjourned. 


lEoHDAT,  Joly  9. 

The  VToe  PreeideDt  not  appearing,  the  Sen- 
ate was  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary,  when, 
on  motim  of  Jir.  Obajiubs,  the  Sensta  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Praeiduit  pro  tm. 

Itr.  Tauwill  was  declared  to  be  doly  dect- 
ed,  and  was  conducted  to  the  chair  by  Mr. 
Bmttb. 

T%e  Tar\f— Seduction  ofDutiet. 

The  bill  in  alteration  of  the  several  acts  im- 
poslng  duties  on  imports  having  been  read  the 
third  time,  the  question  was,  "  Shall  this  bill 
pass?" 

Ur.  Gbukdt  sud  he  had  been  exceedingly 
desiroQs  that  some  bill  ahonld  pass  at  this  ses- 
lion,  that  would  relieve  the  public  burdens,  and 
in  some  degree  reatm  quiet  to  an  exdted  seo- 
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tion  of  the  country.  Under  these  fedinga,  be 
was  willing  to  vote  for  the  bin  as  it  came  fran 
the  HoQse  of  Representatives ;  but,  in  its  pres- 
ent shapCf  he  tx>uld  not  now  vote  for  It  On 
aoeoont  of  the  many  amendments  made  on 
Saturday,  it  was  impossible  tor  him,  at  iSaa  late 
hoar  at  which  the  question  cm  the  third  read- 
ing was  taken,  to  arrive  at  such  a  resalt  as  to 
be  flilly  tnlbrmed  of  the  effects  of  the  bill,  and, 
therefore,  nnwilling  to  pnt  It  oot  at  his  power 
to  vote  finally  for  uie  bill.  If  he  oouM,  on  ex- 
amination, approve  it,  he  had  voted  tat  the 
thud  reading.  He  bad  since  obt^ned  soffident 
information  to  satisfy  him  that  the  biH  gave  do 
relief ;  that  it  contained  nothing  calculated  to 
allay  the  excitement  that  existed  against  the 
tariff  system ;  and  that,  in  some  instances,  it 
went  beyond  the  present  tariff.  He  was,  there- 
ft>re,  compelled  to  vote  against  the  biU. 

Mr.  UAvm  said  he  most  throw  himself  upon 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  state  the  rea- 
sons wludi  should  induce  him  to  vote  against 
the  bin. 

I  am  well  aware,  s^  Hr.  H.,  that  nothing 
that  can  be  now  and  can  have  the  sUghtest 
eflfeet  on  the  votes  of  gentiemen  on  the  other 
side ;  and  I  know  that  the  House,  at  ibis  late 
period  of  the  session,  is  too  impatient  of  dd«y 
to  admit  of  protracted  discnsaion  on  any  qnes- 
tion.  Still  I  indulge  the  hope  that  tbey  will 
consent  to  hear  what  I  promise  them  shall  eon- 
^st  of  little  more  than  a  bare  statement  of  mr 
objections  to  the  bilL  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill 
in  its  present  shape,  Ifr.  President,  because  it 
cont^ns  all.  the  objectionable  features  of  the 
existing  tariff. 

It  recognizes  the  protecting  syst^  as  "  the 
settied  policy  of  the  country."  Ever  since  the 
commencement  tUa  system,  from  the  year 
1616,  nay,  from  the  banning  ct  the  war  to 
the  present  time,  there  has  uwaya  existed  in 
the  actual  condition  of  the  country  smne  rea- 
son, or  a  plausible  excuse,  for  a  aystem  of  high 
duties.  During  the  war  we  wanted  money  to 
carry  it  on ;  and  after  the  peace,  the  enormoos 

Sublie  debt  which  was  left  upon  oar  hands  ren- 
ered  high  duties  indispensable  to  enable  the 
countiT  to  fulfil  its  obligations.  I  will  not  ny 
that  au  the  duties  imposed  were  necessary  to 
revenue,  but  I  will  fearlessly  assert  that,  bnt 
for  the  demands  on  the  Trwwary,  the  system 
of  high  dnttea,  which  have  acted  so  powofuUy 
for  the'  protectkm  'of  nunnfaotun^  would 
never  have  been  established,  and  could  not^ 
possibly,  have  been  m^ntained  fbr  a  Eingle 
year.  The  successive  tarifih  of  1816,  1824,  and 
1828,  owed  their  existence  to  tiie  condition  of 
the  country  in  relation  to  the  public  debt,  and 
the  numnfacturers  had  very  adroitiy -connected 
a  protectiou  to  their  industry  with  the  cdlec* 
tion  of  revenue  for  the  redemption  of  the  pub- 
lic fiuth.  But  now  that  the  debt  Is  abont  to 
be  paid,  and  a  demand  on  the  Treasury  for 
twelve  millions  of  dollars  per  annum  is  about 
to  be  entirely  removed,  a  new  and  most  inter- 
est^ question  arises,  whether  the  ^oteetion 
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of  iUADofaotores  is  to  b«  made  a  distinct  and 
substantive  object  of  legidaUon ;  and  whether 
taxes,  no  longer  necessary  for  my  legitimate 
pnblic  object,  are  to  be  levied,  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  protection  to  the  maDofac- 
torera.  U  will  be  leen  at  a  glanoe  that  this 
<in6sdoD  oalls  npon  us  to  take  a  new  and  most 
important  step  in  the  legidaUon  of  the  oonn- 
try.  It  win  be  admitted  on  lOl  handa,  that,  bat 
fisr  the  elums  of  the  manufaotnrers  of  wool- 
lena,  cottons,  and  iron,  the  duties  on  these  arti- 
cles wonld  now  be  reduced  to  fifteen  per  cent. ; 
and  if  they  are  to  be  kept  np  to  fifty,  sixty,  or 
one  hundred  per  cent,  it  will  not  be  be^ose 
the  public  want  the  money,  bat  becaose  the 
iDtroduotion  of  the  foreign  articles,  at  a  low 
rate  of  duty,  would  interfere  with,  or,  as  gen- 
tlemen  will  have  it,  prostrate  this  branch  of 
our  domesftic  industry.  The  standard  which 
gentlemen  propose  on  this  snlyect,  is  not  the 
wants  of  the  ^Treasury,  bat  what  they  are 
pleased  to  call  adequate  protection  to  the  man- 
ufiftctorers.  It  most  be  oovions,  therefore,  that 
to  a^ost  the  tariff  on  the  plan  now  proposed, 
is  distinetiy  to  recognize  the  prineiple  of  pro- 
tection as  the  settled  policy  of  the  conatry — a 
prineiple  to  which  I  can  never  give  my  consent 
in  any  Bhl^>e.  Let  me  not,  on  this  point,  be 
misaoderstood.  I  am  no  enemy  to  the  manu- 
fbotnrers.  I  would  not  destroy  them  if  I 
could.  Of  this  I  think  I  have  given  abundant 
evidence  in  the  plan  I  proposed  at  the  b^n< 
nlog  of  the  sessifHi,  for  the  settiement  of  this 
great  qneition.  The  nw^ntkm  which  I  had 
tiie  honor  to  snbnit  as  an  amendment  to  that 
of.  Iho  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Ur.  CuiT,) 
was^  in  sobeiiance,  a  proposition  to  reduce  the 
revenoe,  after  the  payment  of  tiie  public  debt, 
to  the  wants  of  the  country.  I  proposed  to  do 
this  on  prtnidples  of  perfect  justice  and  equal- 
ity, and  to  guard  against  any  shook  to  the 
manufacturers,  by  a  sadden  reduction  of  the 
>  duties  to  the  lowest  revenue  standard.  I  de- 
clared my  entire  willingness  tliat  this  reduction 
should  be  gradnal,  and  spread  over  several 
years.  Z  was  perfectiy  wUling,  provided  the 
duties  should  be  Soally  brovght  down  to  the 
revenue  standard,  that  gentlemoi  should  almost 
take  their  own  time  for  tt^e  accomplishment  of 
the  otyect.  Nor  did  this  proposition  involve 
the  slij^itest  sacrifice  of  principle ;  for  it  en- 
twed  into  my  plan,  that  the  debt  should  spread 
over  several  years,  so  that  the  dnties  shonld  he 
brought  down  to  the  proper  point,  on  the  final 
eztioctioQ  of  that  debt  Sir,  according  to  this 
plan,  the  manufacturers  would  have  eqjoyed  an 
incidental  protection  equal  to  the  amount  of 
duties  necessary  for  revenue.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  how  far  the  redootion  on  the  pro- 
tected artides  would,  under  thia  system,  have 
been  carried.  I  prasome  that  fifteen  or  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  •owrm  would  have  been  foond, 
eventoaUy,  soffioient  for  all  pnrposes.  Tbb,  as 
it  seems  to  me,  would,  with  cnargetv  fireight, 
and  insorance,  have  amounted  to  a  protection 
of  at  least  thir^-three  and  a  third  per  oeot. ; 
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and  it  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  if,  with 
a  permanent  protection  of  one-third  of  the 
cost  of  the  article  In  the  home  market,  our 
manufacturers  cannot  enter  into  a  successful 
competition  with  the  foreign,  they  must  be  en- 
gaged in  a  pnrsnit  most  unprofitable  to  the 
coantry,  and  tiie  sooner  It  Is  abandoned,  the 
better  for  all  parties  concerned. 

My  next  ot^ectiou  to  this  bill  is,  that  It  con- 
tains  the  miniraams  and  the  specillo  duties.  I 
have  already  stated  at  large  my  objection  to 
this  feature  la  the  bill,  and  will  not  now  repeat 
what  I  then  said.  I  will  only  here  add,  as  an 
additional  objection,  that  the  mlntmums  and 
Eq>ecific  duties  create  a  perpetually  increasing 
tax  on  the  articles  embraced  by  them.  It  re- 
qaires  no  argmnent  to  show  that  a  tax  of  eight 
cents  a  yard  on  cottons  costing  nxteen  cents, 
which  is  a  tax  of  only  fifty  per  cent.,  becomes 
one  hundred  per  cent.,  when  the  article  is  re- 
duced to  eight  cents  J  and  such  reduotiona 
have,  for  years  past,  been  going  on,  as  we  all 
know,  in  relation  to  every  article  included 
under  the  minimum  principle.  I  regard  the 
recc^nition  of  this  odioas  principle  in  the  bill 
now  before  the  Senate,  as  a  lasting  establish- 
ment of  the  prohibitory  system  in  this  country. 
The  minimums  on  cottons  were  at  first  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the  pro- 
duction of  coarse  cottona  We  are  totd  that  it 
has  been  completely  successful;  that  it  is  no 
longer  necessary  to  protection;  and  yet  the 

Srstem  is  maintained  inTUdate,  because,  as  gen- 
emen  Intist,  it  has  no  operation.  The  mint- 
mums,  then,  are  to  be  introdvced  to  build  up  a 
manufacture,  and  are  to  be  retained  to  estab- 
lish a  monopoly ;  for  if  gentiemen  refuse  to 
abolish  them  in  relation  to  coarse  cottons,  we 
can  novo*,  hereaftra',  expect  to  faare  them  abol- 
ished in  any  case  whatever. 

In  conclusion,  Mr,  H.  said  that  to  his  mind 
it  was  perfectiy  clear  that  this  bill,  in  its  pres- 
ent shape,  had  not  a  single  feature  to  recom- 
mend it  to  the  favor  of  any  but  the  fast 
ft'iends  of  the  American  system.  It  is  neither 
more  nor  less  than  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Eentndcy  rednoed  to  the  form  of  a 
law.  It  takes  off  the  duties  altogether  fhnn 
almost  the  entire  mass  of  the  unprotected  arti- 
cles, each  as  tea,  coffee,  spices,  ftaits,  and  a 
hundred  other  articles  of  luxury,  and  reduces 
tbem  to  almost  nothing  on  silks  and  wines, 
while  it  leaves  the  protected  articles  almost  nn- 
touched,  or  with  additional  burdens  thrown 
npon  tbem.  In  this  view  of  the  cas«  it  affords 
no  relief  whatever  to  the  South.  It  only  ag- 
gravates the  ii^ustice  of  which  we  oompladn. 
It  throws  the  whole  burden  of  federal  taxation  on 
the  very  articles  the  duties  upon  whidi  operate 
as  a  tax  on  Southern  capital  and  labor,  and  as  a 
bounty  upon  the  industry  and  capital  of  an- 
other section  of  the  Union.  The  passage  of 
such  a  bill  as  this  would  only  be  regarded  as 
the  consummation  of  the  protecting  policy.  .  It 
leaves  no  hope  for  the  ratare.  It  must  rivet 
np<Hi  the  country,  irretrieTably  and  forever,  a 
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5ritem  whicb  he  did  most  oonsdeDtioasly  be- 
ere  was  hostile  to  the  general  welfare — ut- 
terly onoonstitutional — and  destraotive  of  the 
best  interests  and  dearest  rights  of  the  planta- 
tion States.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
hadain«Med  a  houa — doabtlesa  moat  nDcerely 
entertainedr-Hihat  the  Soadi  would  Tvoeive  thU 
bUl  as  a  peace-offering,  foonded  on  conoeesion 
and  compromise ;  and  he  had  kindly  tendered 
his  advice  that  we  should  go  home,  and  say  to 
our  oonstltUMitt  that  we  had  aoc<»iipliahea  all 
that  we  had  a  right  to  expect ;  that  oor  griev- 
ances were  redressed;  and  thus  the  country 
would  be  once  more  restored  to  hamuHiy  and 
peace.  Let  me  tell  that  gentleman,  sir,  that 
with  my  oonvioUons  of  the  tme  character  of 
this  bill,  I  oould  go  to  my  oonstitaentB  with  nich 
language  on  my  lips,  I  should  go  home  "  with 
a  lie  in  my  mootn."  No,  sirl  when  I  apeak 
<m  such  m  snbjeoC.  I  shall  i^teak  the  honest  oon- 
Tkdiona  ofmj  mmd ;  and  shall  be  oonstrained, 
however  relnctantlj,  to  declare,  as  I  now  do  in 
tiie  preeenoe  of  this  Hoase,  my  country,  and 
my  Ood,  tliat  the  American  system  has  bwome 
the  setued  policy  of  the  country ;  that  the 
hopes  of  the  South  are  at  an  end ;  end,  as  far 
as  their  prosperity  is  dependent  on  federal  leg- 
islation, their  min  sealed. 

Ur.  BxowM  said,  before  the  qaestion  was 
taken  on  tiie  final  passage  (rf  the  bill  then  ou- 
der  consideration,  he  f^t  that  it  was  due  to 
tliose  whom  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
•mt  in  that  body,  and  likewise  to  himaelt  to 
explun  the  modvee  which,  <m  the  moat  doiih- 
erate  otmsideration,  woold  indooe  him  to  vote 
in  opposition  to  the  bill.  This  he  woold  do  in 
a  very  few  words.  If  the  qnestiou  had  been 
brought  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  fonn  of  a  bill,  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
session,  he  should  have  availed  himself  of  the 
occauon  to  have  expressed  his  views  generally 
on  a  sabject  of  soch  deep  and  momentous  in- 
terest to  the  country.  To  consume  time  in 
unprofitable  discuMion  at  that  advanced  period 
of  the  session,  would  be  as  little  in  accordance 
with  hi*  feelings,  aa  it  woold  be  respectful  to 
the  body  which  he  addressed.  He  had  felt  the 
moat  ajudooB  aolidtnde  that  aome  adjustment 
d  this  question,  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  contdHa- 
tion,  should  be  made  before  the  a^oumment 
of  OmigreBe.  Infiuenced  by  a  spirit  of  that 
Und,  he  had  come  to  tlie  determination  to  vote 
for  the  bill  which  had  passed  the  House  of  Kep- 
reeentatives,  unless  made  more  ol^ectionable  by 
amendments  in  the  Senate.  He  admitted  ikiat 
the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, stopped  far,  very  far,  short  of  reduc- 
ing the  revenue  to  that  standard  which  the 
condition  of  onr  fiscal  affurs  required,  and 
which  justice  to  a  large  portion  of  the  Union 
demanded.  Bnt  it  propwed  a  redaction,  and, 
from  the  best  examination  he  had  been  able  to 
give  to  the  subject,  a  sabstantial  redoction,  on 
a  number  of  articles  which  entered  extensively 
into  the  consumption  of  the  whole  agricultural 
portion  of  the  Southern  States.  It  had  been 
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sud  by  <me  honorable  Senator,  in  the  course  ol 
this  debate,  that  voting  fix-  the  bill,  as  it  csme 
from  the  House,  would  concede  the  oonstitn- 
tiooal  right  of  the  Govemm«it  to  protect  maa- 
ufactures.  He  (Mr.  B.)  viewed  tiie  antject  in 
a  Tery  different  Uf^t.  He  had  yet  to  learn 
upon  what  principle  it  waa  imecMutitationtl  to 
vota  for  a  bill  diminiddog  the  bardensofhis 
constituents,  and  the  effect  of  whidi  wonld  be 
to  mitigate  the  evils  of  the  system.  In  exprets- 
ing  his  intention  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  came 
from  the  House,  he  wished  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  he  should  not  have  supported 
it  as  a  measure  of  compromise.  They  had  no 
autiiority  to  compromise  the  rights  of  tb«ir 
constituents  on  great  questions  deeidy  affecting 
their  interests.  Nor  woold  he,  if  he  pos8e9f>ed 
the  anthority,  exerciBe  it  in  reference  to  this 
qneatimu 

Ha  waa  hoMile,  on  principle,  to  tte  whole 
ivotertfaig  ayatem ;  and,  while  he  wm  honorsd 
witii  a  seat  in  tiiat  body,  he  woaM  oontribnte 
his  hnmUe  efforts,  <m  ali  proper  occamooa,  to 
eradicate  from  onr  laws  a  principle  which  be 
believed  incompatible  with  the  enlightened 
spirit  of  the  age,  and  of  free  Government.  This 
mach  he  had  deemed  it  his  duty  to  say  in  ref- 
erence to  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House. 
He  woidd  now  asdgn,  in  a  very  few  words,  tlie 
reasons  which  would  influence  him  to  vote 
ac^nst  it^  as  amended  by  the  Senate.  The 
amendments  had,  in  hia  o[nnion,  destroyed 
whatever  of  valoe  was  contidned  in  the  bill 
inerearing  tho  duties  on  the  protected  articles; 
and  he  viewed  its  passage,  in  its  present  di^ 
as  substantially  re-enacting  soiae  of  the  most 
obnoxious  features  <d  the  tariff  of  18S8. 

He  must  be  permitted,  with  great  deference 
to  the  opinions  of  the  minority  of  the  Senate 
who  thought  differentiy,  to  express  his  regrrt 
that  any  addition  had  beau  made  to  the  rate  of 
duties  proposed  by  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Sepresenti^ves.  To  that  body  the  coostin]- 
ti<m  had  peculiarly  (pven  the  power  to  originate 
bills  on  me  delicate  and  intereBting  questwn  of 
taxation.  It  emanated  direoUy  from  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  and  waa  presomed  to  rep- 
resent fidrly  their  wldies  in  relation  to  that 
Buttjeot;  and  it  had,  by  a  moat  dedded  m>ior- 
itj,  expreesed  its  <^nion  in  fovor  of  a  reduction 
of  duties.  The  extraordinary  spectade  was 
presented  in  our  country  of  continuing  a  ^stem 
of  ui^ust  and  oppressive  taxation,  not  called 
for  by  the  exigencies  of  the'  nation,  bnt  to  ben- 
efit a  few  monopolists.  He  hoped  that  the  jus- 
tice, intelligence,  and  patriotism  of  the  people 
would  correct  tiiis  evU,  aqd  save  tiie  Vnwa 
from  the  disastrous  consequences  which  vera 
likely  to  result  from  persevering  in  such  a  sys- 
tem. 

Mr.  Cut  made  a  fsw  remarka  in  rqVt 
when 

The  question  wai  taken,  nnd  the  Un  wa< 
passed  by  the  Avowing  vote : 

TaAa.— )f eisn.  BeD,  Benton,  Baokner,  ChKmben, 
Oay,  Claytoo,  DalUs^  JKekeiaoo,  Dudley,  £mi« 

Digitized  by  Google 


21u  Tarif—Jitdmtim  of  Dwtkt. 


DBBATB8  OF  GONOBESS. 


618 


July,  1888.] 


Foot,  FreliDf  hti jMD,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes,  John- 
■ton,  Kjiigfat,  Marcjr,  Nftudain,  Frendes,  Robbina, 
BobinaoD,  Rugglee,  Sejtnour,  Slsbee,  Smith, 
8^g^  'nptonTTonillMoa,  Waggaman,  Wetwter, 

Xatb. — Ue»>n.  Bibb,  Brown,  EUis,  Forayth,  Gron- 
dj,  Hkyne,  Kane,  Kins,  Musum,  Uiller,  Moor«, 
Poindexter.  Tawwell,  Troupe  Tjlw,  Wbite^ie. 


TuiBDAT,  July  10. 

Thd  Baiik  Veto. 

A.  Kesnge  wu  received  from  the  Prerident 
of  the  United  States,  retorning  the  act  to  mod- 
ify and  continQe  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
rabflcribers  to  tiie  Book  of  the  Unned  States, 
Willi  bis  objections  to  the  same.* 


*  Tte  roMMta  ciTMi     tta  PnrfdMt  tor  retanlait  Dm  Mt 

Vllb  MsQlljMdOM  to  It,  wer^  UMtMfflr,  iB  tkt  glWtW  pMi, 

tbcMM  wUAksdbMBnpd  In  flw  chbonlib  and  oftm 
TMaiHsg  and  lons-oon tinned  prarlou  iltnnaMinwi  on  the 
pmat,  or  ranewal  of  tba  ckartar,  and  wUtk  ^paar  In  Ud* 
Md  preceding  toIiuom  of  thla  abrldgmutt;  but  thara  vm 
OM  amoog  them  of  a  new  Un4  powliif  ont  of  the  deeUon 
•tthe  Bmprema  Court  of  tba  Ualtad  8Uta«  In  Ikror  of  tba 
■smUtottDaaU^  of  tba  Bank,  bf  wbleb  dmiUiia  ha  raAuad 
ta  ba  bovad,  and  In  wUcb  It  la  ilgbt  to  glTa  U>  own  voidi^ 
aiMktws: 

It  h  mahrtalnad  bv  tba  adrocataa  ot  tba  bank,  tbat  Ita 
mmdlatloMHV,  ht  ill  Ita  feattnaa,  ongbt  to  bo  oonsMatad 
■aacttlad  br  praBedant,  and  bj  tba  da^on  of  tba  BoptMiM 
Caoit  TktHaeODclaahHiIeaBBotaaMat.  IbrapcaMdant 
b  a  danfrroot  loarGe  of  utborltj,  and  aboold  not  be  rafiard- 
ed  aa  deddhic  qneaUona  eonstl  totioBBl  powar,  axeept  wbare 
the  acqalaaaaaoa  of  Ibe  people  aad  tha  Btataa  can  ba  eonald- 
trtd  u  wtll  aettled.  So  fiu  from  thla  bains  the  quo  on  thla 
aljaet,  an  asfamaDt  ^alnat  the  bank  might  b«  baaed  on 
pnaadenL  One  Oongraaa,  In  1T»1,  dad  Jed  la  thror  of  a  hank : 
Hotliar.  la  1811,  deoMled  agalMt  tt  One  Congieaa,  In  IBlfi, 
devfaM  agalMt  a  bank;  anothar.  In  1818,  dedded  In  lU  ft- 
Tor.  Prior  to  tba  praaant  Oongraaa,  therefore,  tbe  preeedasta 
draws  from  Ibat  aourea  wara  aqaa).  II  we  reaort  to  tbe 
Stiia^  tba  MpraialoM  of  lagUatlra,  Jadldal,  and  executive 
epiakoa  agtf  aat  tba  bank  have  bean,  pnbablr,  to  thoae  In 
Ita  knr,  aa  four  to  oml  There  la  nothing  la  praoadent, 
therefore,  which.  If  Itt  anthorltr  were  adiutted,  ODght  to 
vcMi  la  fliTor  of  tba  act  before  me. 

If  the  opt  Dion  of  tba  Snprema  Gonrt  eorerad  tba  whole 
Sraand  of  tbta  aat,  It  oni^t  not  to  oontrol  the  oo-ordloata 
ulborlttot  of  tUa  Oorarnraent.  Tbe  CongraH,  the  Execti- 
tlre,and  tbe  eOQrt,  moat  aaeb  for  Itaelf  ba  guided  by  Ita  aw  a 
opiokn  of  the  eonatltatlon.  Eaeh  pnbllo  offloer  who  takes 
u  oath  to  rapport  the  eonatltntloD,  awaara  that  ha  will  aap> 
port  It  aa  ha  andeiatanda  It,  and  not  as  it  Is  nnderstood  £7 
Dtbera.  It  1>  aa  mnch  the  dat7  of  tba  Honae  of  BaprMonta- 
tlTea,irftbaSrnata.andof  the  Prealdeat  to  daeldenpon  the 
eoottltntlonalltrofanf  bill  or  reaolntlon  whioh  mar  be  P^- 
tented  to  them  for  paasage  or  approral,  aa  It  ta  of  the  an- 
mne  Jodgea,  wb«n  It  mav  ba  orongbt  before  them  for 
Jadldal  dedalon.  Thd  opinion  of  the  Jndges  baa  no  more 
■atliofltr  over  Congresa  than  the  opinion  of  Congress  has 
over  the  Jadgea;  and  on  that  point  the  Prealdant  Is  Inde- 
pcodrat  of  both.  Tha  anthorit7  of  tba  Snprema  Oonrt  must 
Mt,  therafora,  be  permitted  to  oontrol  the  Gonnesi  or  the 
Esecntlva,  wheoacting  In  tbelr  legUlattva  eapaeltles,  bnt  to 
have  oalj  aoah  IttBnaaea  as  tbe  Amvs  of  their  reasoning  maj 
drserve. 

Bat,  In  tba  eaae  relied  npon,  tba  Snpreme  Court  have  not 
dcelded  tbat  all  tbe  featnraa  of  tbia  ourpontlon  are  compaU- 
ble  Tlih  the  eonstltntton.  It  is  true  that  the  eonrt  nave 
■Id  that  the  law  Incorporating  tbe  bank  Is  a  conatltntlonal 
iicidae  of  powar  Ooagress.  But  tsUng  into  view  tha 
whd«  opinion  of  tha  eonrt,  and  the  reasoning  bv  which  thef 
have  eoma  to  that  eandndon,  I  onderstaod  tnem  to  have 
drdded  that,  laasmnch  aa  a  bank  Is  an  appropriate  means 
for  (srrjlBg  into  effaet  tha  ennmeratad  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral GoTeraoMnt,  tbarafora  tha  law  Inoorporating  U  is  In  ao- 
aardaaea  with  tbat  provtatonof  the  oonsdtDUon  which  da- 
ctoM  that  Oranaaa  ahall  tera  powar  "to  OMka  aU  k«i 


Hr.  Wbbstbb  sMd  that  the  constitution 
made  it  the  dntj  of  tbe  Honse  to  vbicb  snch 
commnoication  was  made,  on  receipt  of  it, 
to  cause  it  to  be  recorded  at  length  on  its 
journals,  and  then  solemn!;  to  take  the  qaes- 
tion  whether  the  act  shall  become  a  law,  the 
President's  olfjecUons  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
rtanding.  The  constitution  prescribeB  that  die 
House  snidl  proceed  to  this  deoinoii  therenp<«t 
It  was  the  practice  of  Oongress  to  ^ve  a  proper 
time  for  tbe  transcript  of  tlie  Hessnge,  and  for 
a  respeetftal  eonsideration  (if  tbe  uobject.  In 
cases  o(  less  importance,  it  was  tbe  cnstom  to 
proceed  immediately  to  tbe  duci&ion.  But,  in 
this  case,  it  was  respectful  to  the  President,  to 
tbe  len^b  of  the  paper  which  had  been  read, 
to  tbeliigh  character  of  the  various  topics 
which  it  embraced,  and  to  the  general  impor- 
tance of  the  subject,  that  the  Senate  should 
assign  saeh  day  and  honr  for  taking  the  Message 
into  oonrideration,  as  would  be  agre(-«ble  onder 
tbe  existing  droomstanoea.  ^esnming  that 
the  presiding  ofDoer  would  direct  tlie  lussage 
to  M  entered  on  tbe  journals,  be  would  now 
move  to  postpone  the  ibrther  oomideradon  of 
this  commnmoation  nntU  eleren  o'clock  to-mor- 
row. 

The  motian  was  agreed  to. 


WimnafiAT,  July  11. 
The  Saiti  VBtff. 

The  honr  ct  eleven  ha,ring  uriTed,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  oonriawation  of  the  WL 
tor  renewing  and  mooring  the  charter  ot  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  with  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  assigning 
his  reasons  for  refbring  to  approve  and  ngn 
the  same.  And  the  question  being  on  passing 
the  bill,  said  objections  notwithstanding, 

Mr.  Wbbstsb  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Preendent,  no  one  will  deny  the  high  im- 

whldi  shall  be  naoeasaiT  and  proper  for  eanyli^  tboaa  pow- 
en  Into  exeontlon.*  Having  aaUsfled  themselves  tbat  tba 
word  "naoewarT,"  In  the  oonstltatioD,  means  "needfol," 
''reqalslta,'"*eaaaatial,''  '*eoDdDdve to,*'andthBt  "abank" 
is  a  convenient,  a  nseftil,  and  eseentlal  Inatrament  In  the 
proaecntlon  of  tha  OoTemment'a  "fiscal  operations,"  thar 
conclude  that  to  "nsa  one  most  be  within  the  discretion  of 
Congreaa ;  ^  and  tbat "  the  act  to  Inoorporato  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Statos,  is  a  law  made  In  pnrenanea  of  the  oonstltn- 
tlon."  **  Bnt,"  aay  thev,  "  where  the  law  is  not  prohibited, 
and  Uredl7  calenlatca  to  allbet  anr  of  tbaoblects  Intmstad 
to  tha  Ooveramant,  to  undertake  nere  to  Inqnlre  Into  the 
decree  of  Its  neoaasl^.  wonld  Iw  to  paaa  tbe  line  which  dr- 
onmserlbes  tha  Jodloul  departaueut,  and  to  tread  on  leglsla- 
Uyo  ground." 

The  principle,  bare  afflrmed,  is,  that  tbe  "degree  ofitana- 
ceadt7,^  Involving  all  the  details  <tf  a  banUiw  lusUtntlan, 
Is  a  qneatlon  asdoalvel/  for  It^lstlve  consideration.  A 
bankia  eonstltntiond;  but  It  la  the  provlnca  of  tha  legtsb^ 
ture  to  detannlna  whether  tbia  or  tbat  partlonlar  power, 
privilege,  or  exemption,  la  "neoessar7  ana  proper"  to  en^ 
Die  the  bank  to  dlscbarn  ita  dalles  to  the  Qovaromant; 
and  from  their  decision  tliere  la  no  appeal  to  the  oonrts  m 

iDsUos.  Under  tha  dedsloD  of  tha  Supreme  Court,  th«n- 
ore.  It  la  tha  ezdnslve  province  of  Congresa  and  the  Frral- 
dent  to  dedde  wbetber  the  partlonlar  featarea  of  tbia  act  are 
"  neaaaaaiy  and  proper,"  in  order  to  enable  the  bank  to  per- 
form, eonvaaianU7  and  aflldantly,  tha  public  dutlea  aaalgned 
to  It  aa  a  Oacal  agea^  and  therefore  oonatltntlwial,  or  nona- 
oeMair  and  latpropar,  and  tbaratea  naeonatltnthaaL 
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portance  of  the  sabject  now  before  qb.  Oon- 
gresB,  after  ftill  deliberation  and  diacosrioh,  hai 
rassed  a  biU  for  extending  the  dnration  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Btatcw,  bj  decidve  m^ori- 
ties  in  both  Hoiuea.  It  has  adopted  this  meas- 
ure not  nntil  its  attention  had  been  called  to 
the  subject  in  three  snooesure  annnal  MesMges 
of  the  President.  The  bill  baring  been  thos 
passed  by  both  Houses,  and  havinv  been  duly 
presented  to  the  Presraeat,  insteaa  of  liKniiig 
and  approving  it,  he  has  retained  it  wltti  ob> 
Jeotions.  These  olilections  go  against  the 
whole  sabstanoe  of  the  law  originaUj  creating 
the  bank.  They  deny,  in  effiBCt,  that  the  hank 
is  eonstitation^ ;  they  deny  that  it  is  expe- 
dient ;  they  deny  that  it  is  neceasery  for  the 
pabUo  service. 

It  is  not  to  be  donbted  that  the  constitntion 
gives  the  President  the  power  which  he  has 
now  exercised ;  but,  while  the  power  is  admit- 
ted, the  grounds  npon  which  it  nas  been  exert- 
ted  become  fit  sat{ieot8  of  examination.  The , 
eoBstitatiOD  makes  It  the  dnt^  of  Oongresa,  la 
flMes  like  this,  to  reocHinder  the  measure  wfaicb 
fhey  have  paiaae^  to  velgh  the  force  of  the 
Frendeut's  ol^ections  to  uaA  measore,  and  to 
take  a  new  vote  upon  the  quesUon. 

Before  the  Benate  proceeds  to  this  second 
vote,  I  propose  to  moke  some  remarks  npon 
these  objeoUons.  And,  in  the  first  place,  it  is 
to  be  observed  that  they  are  aacb  as  to  extin- 
gnish  all  hope  that  the  present  bank,  or  any 
bank  at  all  resemblinjf  it,  or  resembling  any 
known  similar  inititntiMi,  can  ever  receive  his 
approbaUon.  He  states  no  terms,  no  qnaMcar 
taons,  no  conditioas,  no  modifications,  which 
oon  reconcile  him  to  the  essential  provimons  of 
Hie  exiatang  charter.  He  to  against  ttie  bank, 
and  again^  any  bank  oonstitnted  hi  a  manner 
known  either  to  Uiia  or  any  other  country.  One 
advantage,  therefore,  is  oertainly  obtidned  by 
presenting  lum  the  bilL  It  has  caused  his  sen- 
timents to  be  made  known.  There  is  no  longer 
any  mystery,  no  longer  a  contest  between  hope 
and  fear,  or  between  those  prophets  who  pre- 
dictci^  a  veto,  and  those  who  foretold  an  ap- 
proval.  The  bill  is  negatived;  the  President 
has  assumed  the  responsibility  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  bank ;  and  the  coantry  must  pre- 
pare itself  to  meet  that  change  In  its  concerns, ' 
which  the  ex^ratiMi  of  the  charter  will  pro- 
duce. Mr.  Preddent,  I  will  not  conoeal  my 
opinion  that  the  affairs  of  this  country  are  sp- 
proadiing  on  important  and  dangerous  crisis. 
At  the  very  moment  of  almost  unparalleled 
graieral  prtwperity,  there  appears  an  unaccount- 
able disposition  to  destroy  the  most  useful  and 
most  approved  institutions  of  the  Government. 
Indeed,  it  seems  to  be  in  the  midst  of  all  this 
national  happiness,  that  some  are  found  openly 
to  tiaestion  the  advantages  of  the  constitution 
itself ;  many  more  ready  to  embarrass  the  exer- 
cise of  its  just  power,  weaken  its  authority,  and 
undermine  its  foundations.  How  far  theee 
notions  may  be  carried,  it  is  imposdble  yet  to 
say.  We  have  befine  us  the  praotioal  reaolt  (tf 
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one  of  them.   The  bank  has  ftUen,  ot  is  to 

falL 

It  is  now  certain  that,  without  a  change  in 
our  public  ooancdls,  this  bank  will  not  be  con- 
tinued,  nor  will  any  other  be  established,  whidi, 
according  to  the  general  sense  and  language  ot 
mankind,  can  be  entitled  to  the  name.  In  uiree 
years  and  nine  months  from  the  present  mo- 
ment, the  charter  of  the  bank  expires^  withb 
that  period,  therefore  it  most  wind  up  its  oon- 
oenu.  It  most  oaU  in  ita  debts,  wftbdraw  its 
bills  from  eironlatiai,  and  cease  fmm  all  its 
ordinary  operations.  All  tills  is  to  be  done  in 
three  years  and  nine  months;  beeuwe,  althon^ 
there  is  a  provision  tn  the  charter  rendning  it 
lawftil  to  use  the  corporate  name  for  two  yesn 
after  the  expirt^ou  of  the  charter,  yet  this  ii 
allowed  only  for  the  purpose  of  suits,  and  for 
the  sale  of  the  estate  belonging  to  the  bank, 
and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  The  whde 
active  business  of  the  bank,  its  custody  of  yah- 
lie  deports,  its  transfers  of  public  moneys,  its 
dealing  in  exehang&  all  Us  loans  and  disoonnti^ 
and  all  its  issues  of  bills  tar  tdrenlalHn,  most 
cease  and  det«rmine  on  or  before  the  Sd  day  of 
March,  1886 ;  and,  within  the  same  poiod,  its 
debts  must  be  collected,  as  no  new  contract  cm 
be  made  with  it,  as  a  corporation,  for  the  re- 
newal of  loans,  or  discount  of  notes  or  biili, 
after  that  time. 

The  President  is  of  opinion  that  this  time  » 
lon^  enough  to  dose  the  conoems  of  the  insti- 
tution without  inconvenience.  His  languige 
is :  "  The  tjme  allowed  the  bank  to  close  its 
concerns  is  ample,  and,  if  it  has  been  well  man- 
aged, its  pressure  will  be  light,  and  heavy  only 
in  case  its  management  has  been  bad.  If^  there- 
fore, it  shall  produce  diatressi  the  fault  will  bs 
its  own.**  Sir,  this  is  all  no  more  than  geoenl 
statement,  without  fact  or  argument  to  soppoit 
it.  We  know  what  the  management  of  tbe 
bank  has  been^and  we  know  the  present  state 
of  its  affairs,  we  canjudge,  therefore,  whether 
it  be  probaUe  that  its  capital  can  be  all  called 
in,  and  the  droulation  of  its  bills  witbdrswu, 
in  three  years  and  nine  mcmths,  by  any  discre- 
tion or  prudmice  in  maDagcauent,  without  pro- 
ducing distress.  The  bank  has  disoounted  lib- 
erally, in  compliance  with  the  wants  of  the 
community.  The  amount  due  to  it  on  loans 
and  Recounts,  in  certain  Israe  divi^ans  of  the 
oounttT,  is  great ;  so  great,  uiat  I  do  not  p^ 
cdve  bow  aOT  man  can  boieve  that  it  can  be 
pidd  within  the  time  now  limited,  without  dis> 
tress.  Let  us  look  at  known  facts.  Haxty 
millions  of  the  capital  oS  the  bank  are  now  out, 
on  loans  and  discounts,  in  the  States  on  the 
Ifississippi  and  its  waters :  ten  of  these  milUms 
on  the  aiacount  of  bills  of  exohsnge,  foreign 
and  domestic,  and  twenty  millions  loaned  on 
promissory  notes.  Kow,  sir,  how  is  it  possible 
that  this  vast  smount  can  be  collected  in  so 
short  a  period,  without  suffering,  by  any  man- 
agement whatever  t  We  are  to  remember  tliat 
when  the  ooUeotion  of  this  debt  b^ins,  at  that 
Mone  time  the  vdating  madimn  ^  p^maa^ 

Digitized  by  Google 


ABRIDOHENT  07  THB 


Jtii,T.  188&] 

that  is,  the  dnmlation  of  the  bills  of  the  bank, 
will  beg^  also  to  be  restrained  and  withdrawn, 
and  thus  the  means  of  pajment  most  be  limited 
jast  when  the  necessity  of  making  payment  be- 
comes presni^.  The  whole  debt  is  to  be  paid, 
and  within  the  same  time  the  whole  nroolation 
withdrawn. 

The  local  banks,  where  there  are  such,  will 
be  able  to  afford  litUe  assistance ;  beoanse  they 
themselves  will  feel  a  fhll  share  of  the  pressure. 
They  will  not  be  in  a  condition  to  extend  thdr 
diawnrnta;  bnL  in  all  probability^  obliged  to 
enrttul  them.  Whenoe,  then,  are  tike  means  to 
oome  fbr  paring  this  debt,  ami  hi  whi^  mediom 
is  payment  to  be  made!  If  all  this  may  be 
done,  with  but  slight  pressure  on  the  commu- 
nity, what  course  of  .conduct  is  to  aooomplish 
it  f  How  is  it  to  be  done  I  What  other  thirty 
millions  are  to  supply  the  place  of  these  thirty 
million^  now  to  be  called  int  What  other 
aroolation  or  medium  of  p^^ent  is  to  be 
adopted,  in  the  place  of  the  bills  <^  the  bank  f 
The  Message  following  a  sin^ar  strain  of  ar- 
gument which  had  been  used  in  this  Hou8&  has 
a  loud  lamentation  upon  the.  suffering  of  the 
Weaton  States,  on  account  of  their  beiiw 
oUiged  to  paj  even  interest  on  this  debt  Thu 

Kymentxn  interest  is,  ibielf^  represented  aa  ez- 
nsUog  their  means,  and  ruinooa  to  their  pros- 
perity. But  if  the  interest  cannot  be  pidd 
without  pressure,  can  both  interest  and  pnncl- 
p«l  be  paid  in  four  years  without  pressure  t 
The  truth  is,  the  interest  has  been  p^o,  is  paid, 
and  may  continue  to  be  paid  without  any  pres- 
sure at  all;  because  the  money  borrowed  is 
profitably  employed  by  those  who  borrow  it, 
and  the  rate  of  inten^t  which  they  pay  is  at 
least  two  per  cent,  lower  than  the  actual  vdue 
of  money  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Bat  to 
pay  the  whole  principal  in  less  than  foar  years, 
losing,  at  the  same  time,  the  existing  and  ac- 
customed means  and  fiunlitiea  of  payment  cre- 
ated by  tiie  bank  itad^  and  to  do  this  witiiont 
extreme  embarraaament,  without  absolute  dift- 
tresB,  is^  in  my  judgment,  imposdblft.  I  hen- 
tate  not  to  say,  that,  aa  this  veto  trav^  to  the 
'West,  it  will  depreciate  tiie  value  of  every 
man's  property,  from  the  Atlantic  States  to  the 
capital  of  Missouri.  Its  effiacts  will  be  felt  in 
the  price  of  lands,  the  great  and  leading  article 
of  Western  property;  in  the  price  ca  crops; 
in  the  products  of  labor ;  in  the  repression  of 
enterprise;  and  in  embarrassment  to  every 
kind  of  bosinees  and  occupation.  I  take  this 
opinion  strongly,  because  I  nave  no  doubt  of  its 
truth,  and  am  willing  its  correctness  aboold  be 
judged  1^  the  event  Without  personal  ao- 
qnamtanee  with  the  WoBtem  States,  I  know 
enough  of  t^ir  condition  to  be  satisfied  with 
what  I  havepredioted  mnst  happen.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  West  are  rich,  but  their  riches  con- 
sist in  their  immense  quantities  of  excellent 
land,  in  the  products  of  these  lands,  and  in  their 
spirit  of  enterprise.  The  actual  value  of  money, 
or  rate  of  interest,  with  them  is  high,  beowue 
thdr  pecooitfy  caj^td  bean  little  propor&m 


61(? 

to  their  landed  interest  At  an  average  rate, 
money  is  not  worth  less  than  eight  per  cent 
per  annum  throughout  the  whole  Western 
country,  notwithstanding  that  it  has  now  a 
loan,  or  an  advance,  from  the  bank  of  thirty 
millions,  at  six  per  cent  To  call  in  this  loan 
at  the  rate  of  eight  millions  a  year,  in  addition  ^ 
to  the  interest  on  the  whole,  and  to  take  away^ 
at  the  same  time,  that  circolation  which  oon- 
atitntes  so  great  a  portion  of  the  medium  of 
{wyment  thronghout  that  whole  region,  is  an 
oper^ion  whidi,  however  wisely  oonducted, 
oanpot  but  Infllt^  a  blow  on  the  commnnity  m 
tremendous  force  and  ftjgbtftal  oonseqaenoea. 
The  thing  cannot  be  dime  without  distresi^ 
bankruptcy,  and  ruin  to  many.  If  the  President 
had  seen  any  practicable  manner  in  which  thia 
change  might  be  effected,  without  producing 
these  conaetjuences,  he  would  have  rendered 
infinite  service  to  the  community  by  pointing 
it  out.  But  he  has  pointed  out  nothing,  he  has 
su^^ted  nothing;  he  contents  himself  with 
aaymg,  without  giving  any  reason,  that  if  the 

Fressure  be  heavy,  the  fault  will  he  the  bank's, 
hope  this  is  not  merely  an  att^pt  to  forestall 
opinion,  and  to  throw  on  the  bank  the  respoa- 
Bibility  of  those  evils  which  threaten  tiie  ooun- 
trjR,  for  the^aake  of  ranoving  it  from  "hUna^V. 

The  reapbnsibUity  jnst^  liea  with  him,  and 
there  it  ought  to  remain.  A  great  majority  of 
the  people  are  satisfied  with  tiie  bank  as  it  is, 
and  desirous  that  it  should  be  oontinned.  They 
wished  no  change.  The  sti-ength  of  this  public 
sentiment  has  carried  the  bill  wrough  Oongrees, 
against  all  the  infiuenoe  of  the  Administration, 
and  all  the  power  of  organized  party.  But  the 
President  has  undertaken,  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, to  arrest  the  measure,  by  refusing  his 
assent  to  the  biU.  He  is  answerable  for  the 
consequences,  tiierefore,  which  necessarily  fol- 
low the  change  which  the  expiration  of  the 
bank  charter  may  produce :  ai^  if  these  oour 
sequences  shall  prove  disastrous,  they  can  fairly 
be  ascribed  to  Lis  policy  only,  and  to  the'pol- 
ioy  of  his  Administration. 

As  to  the  time  of  passing  this  bill,  it  woold 
seem  to  be  the  last  tiling  to  be  thoof^t  of  aa  a 
ground  of  objection  by  the  President;  sinoe, 
from  the  date  of  his  first  Ueesage  to  the  present 
time,  he  has  never  fuled  to  call  our  attention 
to  the  subject  with  all  possiUe  apparent  ear- 
nestness. So  early  as  December,  1829,  in  his 
Ueasage  to  the  two  Houses,  he  declares  that  be 
"  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  parties  interested,  too 
soon  present  the  subject  to  the  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature,  in  order  to  aycdd 
the  evils  resulting  from  predpitancy,  in  a  meas- 
ure involving  such  important  principles  and 
saoh  deep  pecuniary  interests."  Aware  of  this 
early  invitation  given  to  Oongress  to  take  up 
the  subject,  by  the  President  himself^  the  writer 
of  the  ICeeaage  seems  to  vary  the  ^und  of  ob- 
jection, and,  instead  of  complaining  that  the 
time  of  bringing  forward  this  measure  was 
premature,  to  in^at,  rather,  that  after  the  re- 
port of  the  ounmittee  of  the  other  Honse^  the 
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bank  sboald  have  withdrawn  its  application  for 
tiie  present  1  But  that  report  cmbrs  no  Jnst 
gronnd,  surely,  for  such  witJidrawaL  The  snb- 
Jeet  was  before  Conness ;  it  was  for  Oongress 
to  decide  xmon  it,  wiu  all  tbe  light  shed  by  tbe 
report;  ana  the  question  of  po^MMtement  was 
•  losl^  harioff  been  made  in  botn  Houses,  by 
dear  nu^onties  in  each.  Under  such  circnm- 
stances,  it  would  have  been  somewhat  singular, 
to  say  the  least,  if  the  bank  itself  had  with- 
drawn its  application.  It  is  indeed  known  to 
everybody,  tiiat  the  report  of  the  committee, 
or  any  thing  oontaiaed  in  that  report,  was  very 
little  relied  on  by  the  opposera  of  the  renevu. 
If  it  has  been  disoovenBd  elsewhere  that  that 
report  contained  matter  important  in  itself,  or 
which  should  have  led  to  fhrther  inquiry,  it 
may  be  proof  of  superior  sagacity ;  bat  cer- 
tainly no  Boch  thing  was  disoemed  by  either 
House  of  Congress. 

Bat,  sir,  do  we  not  now  see  that  it  was  time, 
and  high  time  to  press  this  bill,  and  to  send  it 
to  tbe  Resident }  Does  not  the  event  teach  m 
that  the  measure  was  not  brought  forward  one 
moment  too  early  t  The  time  nad  oome  when 
the  people  wished  to  know  the  deciaion  of  the 
Administration  on  tbe  qoestion  of  the  bank. 
Why  conceal  it,  or  pos^ne  its  declaration  t 
Why,  as  in  remrd  to  the  tari^  g^ve  one  set  of 
opinions  uie  Ntnih,  and  another  for  the 
Soatht 

An  important  election  is  at  hand,  and  the 
renewal  of  tbe  bank  charter  is  a  pending  Q\^6t^ 
oS  great  interest,  and  snne  ezdtunent.  Should 
not  the  opiniwu  of  meo  high  in  tMce^  and  oan- 
didatea  for  re-electioUj  be  known,  on  this  as  on 
other  important  public  qaestionst  Oertainly, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  people  of  tbe  Uoited 
States  are  not  yet  mere  man-worshippers,  that 
they  do  not  choose  their  rulers  witnout  some 
regard  to  their  political  prinoiples,  or  political 
opinions.  Were  they  to  do  this,  it  would  be 
to  subject  themselves  voluntarily  to  tbe  evils 
which  the  hereditary  transmission  of  power, 
independent  of  all  personal  qualificatioos,  in- 
flicts on  other  nations.  They  will  Judge  their 
pnUio  serrants  by  thwr  acts,  and  oontinne,  or 
withhold,  their  confidence,  as  they  shall  think 
it  merited,  or  as  they  shall  think  it  finfaited.  In. 
every  point  (tf  view,  therefbre,  the  moment  had 
arrived,  when  it  became  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  oome  to  a  result  in  regard  to  this  highly  im- 
portant measure.  The  interests  of  the  Oovem- 
ment,  the  interest  of  tbe  people,  the  clear  and 
indispatable  voice  of  public  opinion,  all  called 
upon  Coovress  to  act  withoat  further  loss  of 
time.  It  has  acted,  and  its  act  has  been  neg- 
atived by  the  Prendent;  and  this  result  of 
the  proceedings  here  plaees  tbe  qaestion,  with 
all  its  connections  aiul  all  ite  incidents,  fully 
before  tbe  people. 

From  Uie  oommencement  of  the  Govemmeht 
it  has  been  thouj^t  dedraUe  to  invite,  rather 
than  to  repel,  the  introdnotton  of  Ibrrign  cap- 
ital. Our  stocks  have  all  been  open  to  for^gn 
•abeoriptioDS,  and  the  State  banks,  in  like  man- 
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ner,  are  free  to  foreign  ownership.  Whatever 
6tfU«  has  created  a  debt,  has  t>een  willing  tb&t 
foreigners  should  become  purchssers,  and  de- 
drous  of  it  How  long  is  it,  sir,  since  Con- 
gress itsdf  passed  a  law,  vesting  new  powen 
In  the  President  of  the  United  States  over  the 
cities  in  this  District,  for  the  very  purpose  of 
increaniLg  their  credit  abroad,  tbe  better  to 
enable  tbem  to  borrow  money  to  pay  their  sob- 
Bcriptions  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  t 
It  is  easy  to  say  that  there  is  danger  to  liberty, 
danger  to  independence,  in  a  bank  <^  to  for- 
ei^  stockholders — becaase  it  is  easy  to  G«y  anj 
tiling.     But  neither  reason  nor  experieD« 

E roves  any  such  danger.  The  foiugn  atod- 
older  cannot  l>e  a  director.  Has  no  voice  even 
in  the  choice  of  directors.  His  money  b  plated 
entirely  in  the  mana^ment  of  the  dincton 
uppi^ted  by  the  President  and  Senate,  sod  If 
the  American  stoddudders.  So  fir  as  there  it 
dependence,  or  infiuenoe,  either  w^,  it  ii  to 
the  dissdrantage  of  the  foreign  etockbolder. 
He  has  parted  with  the  control  over  bia  own 
property,  instead  oS  exerdsing  control  over  the 
property  or  over  the  actions  of  others.  And, 
sir,  let  it  now  be  added,  in  farther  ansverto 
this  whole  class  of  objections,  that  ezperience 
has  abundantly  confuted  them  all.  This  Qov- 
oroment  has  existed  forty>three  yesrs,  md  has 
maint^ed,  in  full  being,  and  operatioD,  a 
bank,  such  as  is  now  proposed  to  bereueved, 
for  thirty-dz  years  out  of  the  forlor-three.  Te 
have  never  for  a  mnnent  had  a  bank  sot  sub* 
ject  to  every  one  d  these  objections.  Ahr^ 
foreigners  might  be  stoekhwdws;  alw^r*^ 
eign  stock  has  been  exempt  from  State  taxa- 
tion, as  much  as  at  present ;  always  the  same 
power  and  privileges ;  always  all  that  vhich  is 
now  called  a  "  monopoly,"  a  "  gratnity,"  a 
"present,"  has  been  possessed  by  tbe  binlL 
And  yet  there  has  been  found  no  danger  to  lib- 
erty, no  introduction  of  foreign  inflaence,  and 
no  accumulation  of  irresponsible  power  in  a 
few  hands.  I  cannot  but  hope,  tiierefore,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  will  not  nov 
yield  up  their  judgment  to  those  notions,  wbidi 
would  reverse  all  onr  past  ezpoiwee,  vid  p«- 
soade  us  to  disoontanue  a  oseftd  institatKHL 
frwn  the  influence  of  vague  and  nnfwmdM 
declamatiim  against  its  dangw  to  tbe  pnUic 
liberties. 

I  now  proceed,  sir,  to  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  President's  oonstitutional  oyectiona  to  the 
bank ;  and  I  cannot  forbear  to  s&y,  in  regard 
to  them,  that  he  i^ipears  to  me  to  have  s^ 
snmed  very  extraordinary  grounds  of  reason- 
ing. He  denies  that  the  constitutionality  of  the 
bank  is  a  setUed  qaestion.  If  it  be  not,  vill  it 
ever  become  so,  or  what  disputed  qaestion  can 
be  settled!  I  have  already  observed,  that fw 
thirty-six  years  oat  of  tbe  forty-three,  during 
whi(m  the  Government  has  Iwen  in  bang,  > 
bank  has  e^ted,  such  m  is  nov  {vt^NMed  to 
be  continned. 

As  early  as  1791,  after  great  deliberation, 
the  first  bank  charter  was  passed  by  Oongre^ 

Digitized  by  Google 


Tim  Bank  Vtta 


DEBATES  OF  OONORESS. 


617 


JlTLT,  1882.] 

and  approTed  by  Pr«rid«nt  Wa^ington.  It 
establuhed  an  institution,  resembling,  in  all 
things  now  objected  to,  the  present  bank.  That 
ban^  like  this,  conld  take  lands  in  payment  of 
its  debts ;  that  charter,  like  the  present  gave 
the  States  no  power  of  taxation;  it  allowed 
foreigners  to  hold  stock,  it  restrained  Congress 
from  creating  other  banks.  It  ^ve,  also,  ex- 
clusive privileges,  and  in  all  partionlars  it  was. 
According  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Message,  as 
objectionable  as  that  now  existing.  The  babk 
cxiu^ned  tventy  yean.  In  1816,  the  preamt 
iustitadoQ  was  estaUtahed,  and  luw  been  erar 
since  in  fbll  operation.  Now,  dr,  fbe  qne^um 
<tf  the  power  of  Congress  to  create  soon  insti- 
tntiona  has  been  contested  in  every  manner 
known  to  our  constitution  and  laws.  The 
forms  of  the  Government  furnish  no  new  mode 
in  which  to  try  this  question.  It  has  been  dis- 
cnased  over  and  over  again,  in  Congress :  it  has 
been  argaed  and  solemnly  adjudged  in  the  Su- 
preme Court;  every  President,  except  the 
present,  has  considered  it  a  settled  question; 
many  of  the  State  Legislatures  hare  instructed 
their  Senators  to  vote  for  the  bank ;  the  tri- 
bunals of  the  States,  in  every  instance,  have 
Bupported  it!  constitutionality;  and,  beyond 
all  oonbt  and  dispute,  the  general  public  opin- 
ion of  the  oonntiy  has  at  all  times  givwi,  and 
does  now  give,  its  full  sanction  and  approba- 
tion to  the  exercise  of  this  power  as  tmog  « 
constitutional  power.  There  has  been  no  opin- 
ion queetioidng  the  power,  expressed,  or  mti- 
matra,  at  any  time,  by  either  House  of  Con- 
gress, by  any  President,  or  by  any  respectable 
judicial  tribunal.  Now,  sir,  if  this  practice  of 
near  forty  years,  if  these  repeated  exertions  of 
the  power,  if  this  solemn  atfjndication  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  with  the  ooncnrretfce  and  ap- . 
probation  of  publio  opinion,  do  not  settie  ttw 
question,  how  is  any  question  ever  to  be  set- 
tled, about  which  any  one  may  ohooae  to  raise 
a  doubt?  The  argument  of  the  ICessage,  upon 
the  congressional  precedents,  is  either  a  bold  < 
and  gross  fallacy,  or  else  it  is  an  assertion  with- 
out proofs,  and  agf^nst  known  facts.  The  Mes- 
sage admits  that,  in  1791,  Congress  decided  in 
favor  of  a  bank ;  but  it  adds  that  another  Con- 
gress, in  1811,  decided  against  it  Now,  if  it 
be  meant,  that,  in  1811,  Congress  decided 
agunst  the  bank  on  oonstitutionai  ground,  then 
the  assertion  is  wholly  incorrect  and  against 
notoriouA  foots.  It  is  perfecUy  well  known  that 
many  members  in  both  Houses  voted  against 
the  bank  in  1811,  who  had  no  doubt  at  all  of 
the  constitutional  power  of  Congress.  They 
were  entirely  governed  by  other  reasons  given 
at  the  time.  I  iq>peal,  sir,  to  the  honorable 
member  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,)  who  was  . 
then  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and  voted  ag^nat ' 
the  bank,  whether  he,  and  others  who  were  on 
the  same  side,  did  not  give  those  votes  on  other 
well-known  grounds,  and  not  at  aU  on  the  con- 
stitutional ground. 

fMr.  Smith  here  rose,  and  sud  that  he  voted 
against  the  bank  in  1611,  but  not  at  all  <ai 


constitutional  grounds,  and  had  no  doobt  such 
was  the  case  with  other  members.] 

We  all  know,  sir,  continued  Mr.  W.,  the  &ot 
to  be  as  the  gentleman  from  M^T'iand  has 
stated  it.  Every  man  who  reoollecte,  or  who 
has  read  the  political  oocurrences  of  that  day, 
knows  it.  Therefore,  if  the  Message  intends  to 
say  that,  in  1811,  Congress  denied  the  existence 
of  any  such  constitutional  power,  the  declara- 
tion is  unwarranted — is  altogether  at  variance 
with  the  &ota.  If,  on  the  otiier  hand,  it  only 
intends  to  say  that  Congress  decided  agunst 
the  propodtioi  then  b^re  it,  oa  some  other 
gnrandS)  then  it  alleges  tiiat  which  is  nothing 
at  all  to  the  purpose.  The  argument,  then, 
either  assumes  for  truth  that  yrMdk  is  not  true, 
or  dse  the  whole  statement  is  immaterial  and 
futile.  But,  whatever  value  others  may  attach 
to  this  argument,  the  Message  thinks  so  higldy 
of  it,  that  it  proceeds  to  repeat  it  "  One  Oon- 
gress,"  it  says,  "in  1816,  decided  against  a 
bank ;  tmotiier,  in  181^,  decided  in  its  favor. 
There  is  nothing  in  precedent,  therefore,  which, 
if  its  authority  were  admitted,  ought  to  weigh 
in  &vor  of  the  act  before  me."  Now,  sir,  since 
it  is  known  to  the  whole  country,  one  cannot  but 
wonder  how  it  shoold  remwn  unknown  to  the 
President,  that  Congress  ^d  not  decide  against 
a  bank  in  1816.  On  the  contrary,  that  very 
Congress  passed  a  bill  for  creating  a  bank  1^ 
very  larve  nu^orities.  In  one  form,  it  is  true, 
the  bill  failed  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
but  the  vote  was  reconsidered,  the  bill  recom- 
mitted, and  finally  passed  by  a  vote  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  to  thirty-nine.  There  is, 
therefore,  not  only  no  solid  ground,  but  not 
even  any  plausible  pretence,  for  the  assertion 
that  Congress,  in  1816,  decided  against  the 
bank.  That  very  Congress  passed  a  bill  to 
create  a  bank,  and  its  decision,  therefore,  is 
precisely  the  other  way,  and  is  a  direct  practi- 
cal precedent  in  ftvor  of  the  ooiutitutional 
power.  What  are  we  to  think  of  a  oonstitu- 
tionai anrnment,  which  deals  in  this  way  with 
historiou  facts  ?  When  the  Messa^  declares, 
as  it  does  declare,  ttiat  there  is  nothmg  in  prec- 
edent which  ought  to  weigh  in  favor  of  the 
power,  it  seta  at  naught  repeated  acts  of  Con- 
gress affirming  the  powei^  and  it  also  states 
other  acts  which  were,  in&ct,  and  which  are 
well  known  to  have  Iweu  direotiy  the  re- 
verse of  what  the  Message  represents  them. 
There  is  not,  sir,  the  slightest  reas6n  to  think 
that  any  Senate,  or  any  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  ever  assembled  under  the  constitution, 
oontuned  a  nu^ori^  that  doubted  the  eonstito- 
ti(>ual  existence  of  the  power  of  Congress  to 
establi^  a  bank.  Whenever  the  question  lias 
arisen,  and  has  been  decided,  it  has  been 
always  decided  one  way.  The  legislative  prece- 
dents all  assert  and  maintain  the  power ;  and 
these  le^slative  precedents  have  been  the  law 
of  the  lutd  for  almost  forty  years.  They  settie 
the  construction  of  the  constitution,  and  sanc- 
tion the  enreise  of  the  power  in  question  so 
far  as  these  ends  can  ever  be  aecompliahed  by 
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aaj  legisbitiye  preoedeDts  whatever.  Bat  the 
Preddmt  does  not  admit  the  aathority  of  prec- 
edent Sir,  X  have  always  found  that  uiose 
who  babitoaUjr  den;^  most  vehemeotlT'  the  gen- 
eral force  of  ]»recedent,  and  assert  most  stronglv 
the  snpremacy  of  private  opinion,  are  yet,  of  all 
men,  most  tenaoions  of  that  very  anthoritj  of 
precedent  whenever  it  happens  to  he  in  their 
stvor.  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  sir,  upon  what 
cnrand,  ezoept  that  of  preoedeot,  sjid  prece- 
dent alcme,  the  Presldeavs  friends  have  placed 
his  power  of  removal  tnm  office.  No  such 
power  is  given  hj  the  omntitiitimi  in  terms, 
nor  anywhere  Intiinated  throoghoTit  the  whole 
<tf  it;  DO  paragr^ib  or  danse  of  that  isatm- 
ment  recognizee  snch  a  power.  To  say  the 
least,  it  is  as  qnestionable,  and  has  been  as  often 
qaesdoned,  as  the  power  of  Oongress  to  create 
a  bank ;  and,  enlightened  by  what  has  passed 
imder  oar  own  observation,  we  now  see  that  it 
is,  of  all  powers,  the  most  capable  of  flagrant 
abase.  Now,  sir,  I  a^,  again,  what  becomes 
of  this  power,  if  the  aathority  of  precedent  be 
taken  away  f  It  hae  all  along  been  denied  to 
exist,  it  is  nowhere  foond  in  the  oonetitation, 
and  its  recent  ezerciae,  or,  to  eall  things  by 
th^  light  nameS}  ita  reewt  abnsch  has,  more 
than  any  other  lin^e  oanae,  rendered  good 
men  eith»  cool  in  their  affectiona  towards  the 
Oovenunent  of  their  coimtry,  or  doubtfal  of  ita 
long  continoance.  Tet  this  power  has  prece- 
dttit,  and  the  President  exercises  it.  We 
know,  sir,  that  witboat  the  aid  of  ih&t  prece- 
dent, his  acts  could  never  have  received  the 
sanction  of  t^is  body,  even  at  a  time  when  hia 
voice  was  somewhat  more  potential  bere  than 
it  now  ia,  or,  as  I  trust,  ever  again  will  be.  • 
Does  l^e  Pre^dent,  then,  r^ect  the  autbor- 
of  all  precedent,  except  what  ia  suitable  to 
hu  own  pnrpoaea  to  nse?  And  doea  be  nse, 
without  sont  or  measore,  all  precedents  which 
mar  angmant  hia  own  power,  or  gratify  his 
vidieB  ?  Bnt  if  tlie  PrcBident  thinks  lightly  of 
the  authority  of  Congress,  in  oonBtming  the 
oonsUtntion,  he  thinks  still  more  ligfatty  of  the 
authority  of  the  6apreme  Goart.  He  asserts  a 
i^ht  of  tndividaat  jndginent  on  oonstatational 
questions,  which  is  totally  inoonriatent  with 
any  proper  administration  of  the  Government, 
or  any  regolar  execution  of  the  laws.  Social 
disorder,  entire  uncertainly  in  regard  to  indi- 
vidual rights,  and  individual  duties,  the  cessa- 
tion of  l^al  authority,  confusion,  the  dissolu- 
tion of  free  Govwnment — all  these  are  the 
inevitaUe  oonaequencea  <tf  the  prinoipleB  adopt- 
ed by  t^e  Ifoasage,  whenever  they  diaU  ne 
carried  to  their  foil  extent  Hitherto  it  has 
been  thought  that  the  final  deeision  (^eonstitu- 
tional  qu^oos  belonged  to  the  supreme  judi- 
cial tribunal.  The  very  nature  of  free  Govern- 
ment, it  has  been  supposed,  enjoins  this :  and 
our  constitution,  moreover,  baa  been  under- 
stood so  to  provide,  clearly  and  ezpreasly.  It 
is  true  that  each  branch  of  the  Legidatnre  has 
an  nndoabted  right  in  the  exercise  o£  ita  flonc- 
tioaa,  to  oaaMer  tha  oonatitattoialify  law 


propoaad  to  be  passed.  This  la  nataraDy  a  part 
of  ita  dnty,  and  neither  branch  can  be  compiled 
to  pass  any  law,  or  do  any  other  act,  which  it 
deems  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  its  constitn* 
tional  power.  The  President  has  the  same  rigU 
when  a  bill  is  presented  for  his  approval ;  for  ha 
is,  doubtless,  bound  to  consider,  in  all  cases, 
wheUi<>r  snoh  will  be  compatible  with  the  con- 
stitution, and  whether  he  can  approve  it  am.- 
sietently  with  his  oath  of  office.  Bnt  vhm  a 
law  has  been  passed  by  CJongresa,  and  proved 
by  the  FredaentL  it  u  now  do  Itmger  ul  the 
power,  t\tbor  of  ue  same  Prendent,  or  his  soc- 
oeasors,  to  ai^  whether  the  law  is  eonatitntional 
or  not.  He  is  not  at  liber^  to  disregard  it; 
he  is  not  at  liberty  to  feel  or  to  affect  "  consti- 
tutional scruples,"  and  to  sit  in  jndgment  him- 
self on  tbe  vuidity  of  a  statute  of  uie  Govero- 
ment,  and  to  nullify  it  if  he  so  chooses.  After 
a  law  has  passed  through  all  the  reqnistd 
forms ;  aftor  it  has  received  the  requisite  legis- 
lative sanction  and  the  Executive  approval,  the 
question  of  its  conatitutionaU^  then  becomes  a 
Jndioial  question,  and  a  judicial  question  aliwe. 
In  the  conrts,  that  question  may  he  rused, 
aivaed,  and  ac^adged ;  it  can  be  a^ndged  no- 
where else. 

Tbe  PreaidMit  ia  aa  modi  bgond  by  tbe  law 
aa  any  private  citizen,  and  can  no  mwe  ctnteat 
its  vdidity  than  any  private  dtian.  He  may 
refbse  to  olwy  the  law,  and  ao  may  a  {>rivate 
dtizen ;  but  both  do  it  at  their  own  puil,  and 
neither  of  them  can  settie  the  question  of  its 
validity.  Tbe  President  may  say  a  law  is  un- 
constitutional, bnt  he  is  not  the  judge.  Who 
is  to  decide  that  question  ?  The  jodiciarj, 
alone,  possesaee  this  unquestionaUe  and  hith- 
erto unquestioned  right  The  judituary  is  tbe 
constitutional  tribnnu  of  aj^ieaL  for  the  citi- 
zens, againat  both  Oosagnu  uid  the  Execntiv^ 
in  reswd  to  the  oonantotHmality  of  law&  It 
baa  this  Jniiadietion  expressly  oniferred  opoD 
it ;  and  when  it  baa  decided  tbe  questioo,  its 
Jnd^ent  must,  from  the  very  nature  of  all 
jndgmenta  tiiat  are  final,  and  from  which  there 
IB  no  appeal,  be  concluuve.  Hitherto,  tbia 
opinion,  and  a  corresp|ondent  practice,  have 
prevailed  in  America,  with  all  wise  and  consid- 
erate men.  If  it  were  otherwise,  tiiere  wonid 
be  no  government  of  laws ;  but  we  should  all 
live  under  the  government,  the  rule,  the  ca- 
prices of  indivi&als.  If  we  depart  from  the 
observance  of  these  ealotary  principles,  the 
Ezewtive  power  becomes  at  once  ptuely  dcs- 
potio;  far  tibe  Presidatt,  if  the  priodple  and 
the  reasoning  <^  tbe  Message  be  aooBd,  may 
either  execute,  or  not  execute,  the  laws  of  the 
land,  according  to  hia  aovereifpi  pleasore.  He 
may  r^nse  to  put  Into  execntioD  one  law,  ^ro- 
nounced  valid  by  all  the  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  yet  execute  another,  whidi  may 
have  been,  by  oonstitntional  anthority,  pro- 
nounced void.  On  tbe  arvoment  of  the  Mes- 
sage, the  President  of  the  United  States  hoUa, 
UNer  a  new  pretenoe^  a  dispenstng  power  over 
thelawa^aa  sbadute  aa  waa  olaimed  hfiuom 
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the  Second  of  Enrimd^  a  month  belinre  be  wu 
compelled  to  Hj  Die  kinsdom.  That  which  is 
now  d^ed  for  the  President  is,  in  truth,  noth- 
ing less,  and  nothing  else,  than  the  old  dispens- 
ing power  asserted  by  the  Kings  of  En^and  in 
the  worst  of  times — ^the  very  olinua,  indeed,  of 
all  the  prepoflteroQB  pretoiriimi  of  th*  Tndor 
and  the  Stuart  races. 

Aooording  to  the  doctrines  pat  f<Hi;b  by  the 
President,  uthoogh  Congress  may  have  passed 
a  law,  and  although  the  Bapreme  Coart  may 
hare  pronoanced  it  oonstitationaL  yet  it  is, 
nererttwleaa,  no  law  at  all,  if  he,  m  hia  good 
pleasure,  seea  fit  to  deny  its  elKct ;  in  other 
wwda,  to  repeal  and  annnl  it.  Sir,  no  Presi- 
dmt,  and  no  pablio  man,  ever  before  advanced 
anch  doctrinee  in  the  face  of  the  nation.  There 
never  was  before  a  moment  in  which  any  Pres- 
ident wonld  have  been  tolerated  in  asserting 
anch  a  claim  to  despotic  power.  After  Oon- 
gress  has  passed  the  law,  and  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  has  pronounced  its  Judgment  on  the  very 
point  in  controversy,  the  President  has  set  up 
his  own  private  judgment  against  its  constitu- 
tional interpretation.  It  is  to  be  remonbered, 
•ir,  that  It  is  the  preaeiit  Uw,  it  la  the  act  of 
1818,  it  ia  the  presMit  eharter  of  the  hank, 
vhioh  the  Fnddeat  prononnoeB  to  be  onoon- 
Btitntiottal.  It  ia  no  rank  to  be  created,  it  is 
no  law  propoeed  to  be  passed,  which  he  de- 
noimoea ;  it  is  the  law  now  existing,  passed  by 
OoDgreaa,  approved  by  President  Madison,  and 
wmctitrnM  by  a  solemn  judgment  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  which  he  now  declares  onoonsti- 
tntional,  and  which,  of  coarse,  so  fiar  as  it  may 
depend  on  him,  cannot  be  executed. 

If  these  opinions  of  the  President  be  m^n- 
talned,  there  ie  an  end  of  all  law  and  all  judi- 
cial anthc»ity.  Statutes  are  bat  reoommenda- 
tions,  Jodgmmts  no  more  than  (^iona.  Both 
are  ^aally  destitote  <^  binding  flwoe.  Such  a 
imiv«nal  power  as  is  now  olumed  fcv  him,  a 
power  of  Judging  over  the  laws,  and  over  the 
aeosiMifl  of  £e  tribunal,  is  nothing  else  than 
pore  deqiratism.  If  conoeded  to  him,  it  makes 
bim,  at  once,  what  Louis  the  Fourteenth  pro- 
olaimed  himself  to  he,  when  he  said,  "  I  am  the 
Stote." 

The  Supreme  Oourt  has  unanimously  de- 
clared and  a^fadged  that  the  existing  bank  is 
created  by  a  oonstitotional  law  of  Oongress. 
As  has  been  before  observed,  this  bank,  bo  far 
as  the  present  question  is  concerned,  is  like 
that  whioh  was  establiahed  in  1791  by  Wash- 
ington,  and  aanotimwd  by  the  great  men  of 
that  OUT.  In  every  fbrm,  therefore^  in  which 
tiie  qnestion  can  be  rdsed,  it  has  been  raised, 
and  has  been  settled.  £v«ry  procesa  and  every 
mode  of  trial  known  to  the  eonstitotion  and 
laws,  has  been  e^dianated;  and  always,  and 
without  exception,  the  validity  has  been  in 
Cavor  of  tiie  law.  Bot  all  this  practice,  all  this 
precedwt,  all  tiiis  public  approbation,  all  this 
solemn  ac|jndication  directiy  on  the  point,  is  to 
be  disregarded  and  rejected,  and  the  constita- 
tional  power  flatly  deued.  And.  air,  if  we  are 


atartled  at  tills  0(»6InsIon,  our  snrprise  win  not 
be  lessened  when  we'examine  the  wgnment  by 
whioh  it  is  maintained.  By  the  constitution, 
Oongress  is  authorized  to  pass  all  laws  "  neces- 
sary and  proper  "  for  carrying  its  own  le^psla- 
tive  powers  into  effect.  Oongress  has  deemed 
a  bank  to  be  *'  necessary  and  proper  "  for  these 
parposes,  and  it  has,  therefore,  estabUshed  a 
tMrnk.  But  althoagh  the  law  haa  been  passed, 
and  the  bank  estabUshed,  and  the  oonstitu- 
tional  validity  of  its  charter  solemnly  at^udged, 
yet  the  Premdeat  pronounces  it  anoonstitn- 
tionsl,  because  some  of  tiie  powers  bestowed 
m  the  hank  are,  in  IHb  opinion,  not  neoessary 
or  proper.  It  wonld  mvear  that  powers  which, 
in  1791  and  1816,  in  the  time  of  Washington, 
and  in  the  time  of  Hadison,  were  deemed  *'ne- 
cessaiT  and  proper,"  are  no  longer  to  be  so 
regarded,  and  therefore  the  bank  ia  nnconstitn- 
tionaL  It  has  really  come  to  this,  that  the 
constitutionality  of  a  bank,  is  to  depend  upon 
the*opinlon  whioh  one  particular  man  may 
form  of  the  utility  or  necessity  of  some  of  the 
elanees  of  its  charter.  If  that  individual 
chooses  to  think  that  a  particular  power  con- 
tained in  tiie  charter  is  not  neeessary  to  the 
Tpropv  ocuatitation  of  the  bank,  then  uie  act  ia 
unooiutitntional. 

Hitherto  it  haa  alw«ya  been  supposed  that 
the  question  was  of  a  very  diffbreat  natare.  It 
has  been  thought  that  the  policy  of  granting  a 
particular  charter  may  he  materially  dependent 
on  the  structure,  and  orguiization,  and  powm 
of  the  proposed  institution.  But  its  general 
constitutionality  has  never  befive  been  imder- 
stood  to  turn  on  snch  points.  This  would  be 
making  its  constitutionality  depend  on  subordi- 
nate questions,  on  questions  of  expediency,  and 
questions  of  detail ;  upon  that  which  one  man 
may  thin^  necessary,  and  another  may  not  If 
the  ooni^tional  question  were  made  to  hinge 
on  mattera  of  tids  Kind,  how  oould  it  ever  be 
decided!  All  would  depend  on  ooqleoture,  on 
the  oomplexional  feeling,  on  the  prqudioes,  on 
the  passions  of  individnala ;  or  more  or  less 
praotioal  skill,  or  correct  Judgment,  in  regard 
to  banking  operations,  among  uioee  who  should 
be  the  jndges ;  on  the  impul&e  of  momentary 
interest,  party  object«,  or  personal  purposes. 
Pat  the  question,  in  this  manner,  to  a  oourt  of 
seven  judges,  to  decide  whether  a  particnlar 
bank  was  constitutional,  and  it  might  be  donbt- 
fol  whether  they  could  come  to  any  result,  as 
they  might  well  hold  very  variooa  opiniona  on 
the  practical  utility  of  many  dansee  of  ^e 
charter. 

The  question,  in  that  case,  would  be,  not 
whether  the  bank,  in  its  gmeral  frame,  charac- 
ter, and  objects,  was  a  proper  instrument  to 
carry  into  eS^t  the  powers  of  the  Goveni- 
ment;  but  whetiier  the  particular  powers, 
direct  or  incidental,  conferred  on  a  partico^ 
bank,  were  better  calculated  than  all  others  to 
fpve  snccem  to  its  operations.  For  if  not,  then 
the  charter  wonld  be  unwarranted,  according 
to  this  sort  of  reasoning,  by  the  constitution. 
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This  mode  of  oomtrning  the  o<«iBtitation  U  oer- 
taiDlj  a  novel  iiaoontj.  Its  merits  bdong  en- 
tirdr  to  tiie  Prerideot  and  his  adrisers.  Ao- 

oordiQg  to  this  rule  of  interpretation,  if  the 
IVesident  should  1>e  of  opinion  that  the  capital 
of  the  bank  was  larger,  by  a  thousand  ddiara, 
than  it  oogfat  to  be ;  or  that  the  time  for  the 
oontinDanoe  of  the  charter  was  a  year  too 
Ions ;  or  that  it  was  uxmeoessary  to  require  it, 
nnder  peualtj,  to  pay  specie ;  or  needless  to 
provide  for  punishing,  as  forgery,  the  counter- 
feiting of  its  bills;  either  of  Uiese  ressons 
would  be  sufficient  to  render  the  charter,  in  his 
opinion,  unooustitutional,  invalkl,  and  nnga- 
t«7.  This  is  a  leptimate  oondnsion  tcom  the 
argument.  Snoh  a  view  of  the  subject  has  oer- 
t^y  never  befine  beeK  taken.  This  strain  of 
reasoning  has  hitherto  not  been  heard  within 
the  Halls  of  Gonn^  nor  has  any  one  ven- 
tured upon  it  before  the  tribnnab  of  Justice. 
The  first  exhibition,  its  first  iqipearanoe,  as  an 
argument,  is  in  a  Message  of  the  Fresideflt  of 
the  United  States.  Ao«)ir^nK  to  that  mode  of 
constmiDg  the  constitution,  which  was  adopted 
by  Congress  in  1?S1,  and  approved  by  Wasb- 
iuffton,  and  which  has  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Judgment  of  the  Supreme  Ck>art,  and  affirmed 
ny  tiie  practice  of  near  for^  years,  the  ques- 
tion npon  the  ooostitntionality  of  the  bank  in- 
volves two  inqmries :  first,  whether  a  bank,  in 
its  general  oharaoter,  and  with  regard  to  the 
genwsl  ol^ects  with  which  bsnks  are  nsnal^ 
connected,  be,  in  itsd^  a  fit  means,  a  sidtabie 
instmment,  to  carry  mto  effect  Uie  powers 
granted  to  the  Government. 

If  it  be  BO,  then  the  second,  and  the  only 
other  question  is,  whether  the  powers  givra  in 
a  particular  charter  are  appropriate  for  a  bank. 
If  they  are  powers  which  are  appropriate  for  a 
bank,  powers  which  Congress  may  fairly  con- 
sider to  l>e  useful  to  the  bank  or  the  country, 
then  OongresB  may  confer  these  powers;  be- 
oause  the  oiswetion  to  lie  ezordsed  in  framing 
the  eonstitntifm  of  the  bank  belongs  to  Con- 
gress. One  man  may  think  the  granted  pow- 
ers not  indiqiensable  to  the  parttcolar  bank; 
another  may  suppose  them  injudicious,  or  iiOn- 
rious ;  a  third  may  imagine  tnat  other  powers, 
if  granted  in  their  stead^  would  be  more  bene- 
ficial ;  but  all  these  are  matters  of  expediency, 
about  which  men  may  differ;  and  the  power 
of  deciding  upon  them  belongs  to  Congress. 
I  sgain  repeat,  sir,  that  for  reasons  of  this 
kinoL  the  President  sees  fit  to  n^ative  a  bill, 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  inexpedient  or  im- 
pfditic,  he  has  a  right  to  do  so ;  but  remember, 
rir,  that  we  are  now  on  the  constitutional  qaes- 
tion.  Remember,  that  the  argoment  of  the 
FrecAdent  is,  that  because  powers  were  given 
to  the  bank  by  the  charter  of  1810,  which  he 
thinks  not  necesssary,  that  charter  is  unconsti- 
tutional. Now,  sir,  it  will  hardly  be  denied, 
or  rather  it  was  not  denied  or  doubted  before 
this  Message  came  to  us,  that,  if  there  was  to 
be  a  bank,  the  powers  and  duties  of  tiiat  bank 
must  be  prescribed  in  the  law  creating  it  Ko- 


body  bat  Congress,  it  has  been  thought,  oouki 
Rant  these  powwa  and  privileges,  or  prearaibe 
their  limitaticns.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  tb« 
Veesage  pretty  plainly  intimates  that  tbe  Presi- 
dent uionld  have  t>een  first  consulted,  and  that 
be  should  have  had  the  framing  of  tbe  bill ; 
but  we  are  not  yet  accustomed  to  that  <wd«r  at 
things,  in  enacting  laws,  nor  do  I  know  a 
paraUel  to  this  claim,  thus  now  brought  for- 
ward, except  that,  in  some  peculiar  cases  in 
England,  higlily  effecting  the  royal  preroga- 
tives, the  assent  of  the  monarch  is  neoeoBary, 
before  either  the  Honse  of  Peers  or  his  Hajea- 
ty's  futhful  OoomionB  are  permitted  to  act 
ti|>on  tite  suttject,  or  to  entertrai  its  CMNidm- 
tion.  But  supposing,  sir,  that  our  aeeastonied 
ISmtos  and  onr  repablioan  [Mrinciples  are  still  to 
be  ff^lowed,  and  tiiat  a  law  creating  a  bank  is^ 
like  all  other  laws,  to  originate  with  Congress, 
and  tliat  the  President  has  nothing  to  do  with 
it  till  it  is  presented  for  his  approval,  then  it  ia 
clear  that  the  powers  and  duties  of  a  pn^xiaed 
bank,  and  all  toe  terms  and  conditions  ann«zed 
to  it,  must,  in  the  first  place,  be  setUed  by  Om- 
gress.  This  power,  if  consUtational  at  all,  is 
only  constitntional  in  the  hands  of  Congresa. 
Anywhere  else,  its  exercise  would  be  plain 
usiupation.  I^  thai,  the  authority  to  decide 
what  powers  ought  to  be  granted  to  a  bank  bo- 
long  to  Congress,  and  Oonareas  diall  ban  ex- 
enused  that  power,  it  womd  seem  UtUe  battar 
than  absurd  to  say  that  its  act,  neverthdeai^ 
would  be  unoonstitotionsl  and  invalid,  if^  in 
the  opinion  of  a  third  party,  it  had  mi^odgedf 
on  a  question  of  expediency,  in  the  airangv- 
ment  of  detuls.  According  to  such  a  mode  of 
reasoning,  a  mutake  in  tbe  exercise  of  jorisdic- 
tion  takes  away  the  jurisdiction.  If  Congress 
decide  ri^t,  its  decision  may  stand ;  if  it  de- 
cide wrong,  its  decidon  is  nugatory  ;  and, 
whether  its  decision  be  right  or  wrong,  anther 
is  to  judse,  although  tbe  original  poww 
making  the  decision  must  be  allowed  to  be 
excluatTeiy  in  Congress.  Tbia  is  tlie  end  to 
which  the  argument  of  the  Message  will  oon- 
duot  its  followers.  Sir,  in  considering  the  au- 
thority of  Congress  to  invest  the  bulk  with 
the  particular  powers  granted  to  it,  the  inquiry 
is  not,  and  cannot  be.  how  f4>prc^riate  these 
powers  are,  bnt  whetner  they  be  at  all  appro- 
priate ;  whether  they  come  within  tiie  range  (tf 
a  just  and  honest  discretion ;  whether  Coogreas 
may  fairly  esteem  them  to  be  necessary.  Xhf 
question  is  not,  are  they  the  fittest  means,  tbe 
best  means,  or  whether  the  bank  might  not  be 
established  without  them ;  bnt  the  question  is, 
are  they  such  as  Congress,  &mw  ^de,  may  have 
regarded  as  appropriate  to  the  wd.  U  my 
other  rule  were  to  be  adopted,  notbdng  oooU 
ever  he  settied.  A  law  would  be  omstitn- 
tional  to-day,  and  unconstitntional  to-m<MTow. 
Its  constitutionality  would  altc^ether  d^end 
upon  individual  opinion,  on  a  matter  <tf  mere 
expediency.  Indeed,  such  a  case  as  that  is  now 
actually  before  us.  Mr.  Madison  deemed  the 
powers  given  to  the  bank,  in  its  jweeent  char- 
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tor,  proper  and  neoessarf.  He  held  the  bank, 
therefore,  to  be  ooosttttitional.  Bat  the  pres- 
ent Pre^dent,  not  acknowledging  that  the 
power  of  deei^nff  on  these  points  rests  with 
Oon^^resH,  nor  mth  Congress  and  the  then 
Preodent,  bntf  Betting  w  faU  own  (pinions  as 
tiie  Mandwd,  dedim  um  law  now  In  being 
Qooonstitaeional,  beowue  the  powers  granted 
by  it  are^  in  his  estamadon,  not  necessary  and 
proper.  I  pnj  to  be  informed,  sir,  whether, 
npon  Bimilar  gronnde  of  reasoning,  the  Presi- 
dent's own  scheme  for  a  bank,  if  Congress 
should  do  so  nnlikelj  a  thing  as  to  adopt  it, 
vonld  not  become  onoonatitQtional  also,  if  it 
ahonld  BO  happen  that  his  socoessor  sbonla  bold 
his  bank  in  as  li^t  esteem  as  he  holds  those 
establij^ed  niider  the  anspiees  of  Washington 
and  liadiaon. 

If  the  reaaoidng  of  the  Veasage  be  well 
fimiided,  It  is  elear  that  the  dtarter  of  the  ex- 
isting bank  Is  notalaw.  The  bank  has  DO  legal 
axistenoe;  it  is  not  responriUe  to  Government; 
it  has  no  anthwi^  to  act ;  it  is  incapable  of 
being  an  agent ;  tiie  Freudent  may  treat  it  aa 
a  nullitr  to-morrow,  withdraw  from  it  all  the 
pnbUo  deposits,  and  set  afloat  all  the  existing 
national  arrangements  of  rerenae  and  flmmoe. 
It  is  enongh  to  state  these  monstroos  oonse- 
^jaenoes,  to  show  that  the  doctrine,  principles, 
and  pretensions  of  the  Message  are  entirely 
Inoonsistent  with  a  Government  of  laws.  If 
that  which  Congress  has  enacted  be  not  the 
law  of  the  land,  then  the  rei^  of  the  law  has 
ceased,  and  the  rdgn  of  indindoal  o[rinion  has 
ahready  b^^i* 

What  is  called  the  "  monopolj,"  is  made  the 
subject  of  repeated  rdiearaal,  in  terma  of  spe- 
<nal  complaint.  By  this  "  monopoly  "  I  aap- 
pose  is  nnderstood  the  reetriotion  contained  in 
the  charter,  that  Congress  shall  not,  daring  the 
twenty  years,  create  another  bank.  Kow,  sir, 
let  me  ask,  who  would  think  of  creating  a 
bank,  inviting  stockholders  into  it,  with  large 
invBstments,  Imposing  npon  it  heavy  daties,  as 
oonneeted  with  the  Government,  receiving 
some  millions  of  dollars  as  a  bonus,  or  pre- 
mium, and  yet  retaining  the  power  of  gnmt- 
Ing,  the  next  day,  amtther  charto',  which 
woold  dcitn^  the  whole  valoe  &»  firstV 
11  Has  be  an  anoonstltntiMtal  restrwnt  on  Oon- 
greas,  the  eoBstitatitm  must  be  strangely  at  va- 
nance  with  the  dictates  both  of  good  sense  and 
aoand  morals.  Did  not  the  first  Bank  of  the 
United  States  contain  a  similar  restriction? 
And  have  not  the  States  granted  bank  char- 
ters, with  a  condition  that,  if  the  charter 
should  be  accepted,  they  woold  not  grant  oth- 
ers 1  States  have  certuoly  done  so ;  and,  in 
some  instances,  where  no  bonus  or  premium 
was  paid  at  all,  but  from  tiie  mere  desire  to 
give  effiact  to  the  charter,  by  inducing  individ- 
nids  to  aeeept  It,  and  orgaiuse  the  institution. 
The  President  declares  Uiat  tiiis  restrioticm  is 
not  necessary  to  the  efficiency  tof  tiie  bank: 
bnt  that  is  the  very  thing  which  Congress  and 
his  predeoesBw  in  office  were  called  on  to  de- 
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oide,  and  which  they  did  decide,  when  the  one 
passed,  and  the  other  approved  the  act.  And 
he  has  now  no  more  aathority  to  pronounce  his 
judgment  on  that  act,  than  any  other  individ- 
ual in  society.  It  is  not  his  province  to  dedde 
on  the  constitutionality  of  statates  which  Ow- 
gress  has  passed,  and  his  predecessOTS  qiproved. 

There  is  another  sentiment,  in  this  part  of 
the  Message,  which  we  shonld  hardly  have  ex- 
pected to  find  in  a  paper  which  is  supposed, 
whoever  may  have  drawn  it  np,  to  have  passed 
nnder  the  review  of  professional  characters. 
The  Message  declares  that  this  limitation  to 
create  no  other  bank  is  unconstitutional,  be- 
cause, although  Congress  may  use  the  discre- 
tion vested  in  them,  "  that  they  may  not  limit 
the  discretion  of  their  snocessors."  This  rea- 
son is  almost  too  superficial  to  require  an  an- 
swer. Every  me  at  all  accostomedfto  the  con- 
sideration of  soch  subjects,  knows  that  every 
Congress  can  Und  its  saccessors  to  the  lama 
extent  that  it  can  bind  itself:  the  power  of 
Congress  is  always  tiie  same ;  the  anthority  of 
law  always  the  same.  It  is  tme  we  speak  of 
the  twentieth  Congress,  and  the  twenty-first 
Congress,  but  this  is  only  to  denote  the  period 
of  time,  or  to  mark  the  sacoessive  periodical 
electicma  of  its  members.  As  a  politic  body, 
as  the  l^slative  power  of  the  Government, 
Congress  is  always  cootinuons,  always  identi- 
cal. A  particular  Congress,  as  we  speak  of  it, 
for  instance,  the  present  Congress,  can  no  fur- 
ther restruu  itsdf  from  doing  what  it  may 
chance  to  do  at  the  next  sesedon,  than  it  can 
restrdn  any  eocoeeding  Cougreaa  frtnn  doing 
what  it  may  choose.  Any  Congress  m^y  re- 
peal the  act  or  law  of  its  predeoeasor,  if  In  its 
natnre  it  be  repealahle,  just  as  !t  may  repeal  its 
own  set ;  and  if  a  law,  or  an  act,  be  irrepeal- 
able  in  its  nature,  it  can  no  more  be  repealed 
by  a  subsequent  Congress  than  by  that  which 
passed  it.  All  this  is  familiar  to  everyltody. 
And  Congress,  like  every  other  Legislature, 
often  passes  acta  which,  being  in  the  nature  of 
grants,  or  contracts,  are  irrepealable  ever  after- 
wards. The  Message,  in  a  strain  of  ailment 
which  it  is  difflcolt  to  breat  with  cffdinaty 
respect,  dedares  that  this  restriction  <m  the 
power  of  Con^iress,  as  to  the  establishment  ot 
other  banks,  is  a  palpable  attempt  to  amend 
the  constitution  by  an  act  of  legislation.  The 
reason  on  which  this  observation  purports 
to  be  founded,  ia,  that  Congress,  by  the  oon- 
stitntion,  is  to  have  exdosive  legislation  over 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  when  the  bank 
charter  declares  that  Congress  will  create  no 
new  bank  within  the  District,  it  annals  the 
power  of  exclusive  legislation!  I  must  say 
that  this  reasoning  hardly  rises  high  enongh  to 
entitie  it  to  a  passing  notice.  It  would  be 
doing  too  much  credit  to  call  it  plausible.  Ko 
one  needs  to  he  iofimned  that  ezolanve  power 
of  legidation  ia  not  nnlimited  power  of  lensla- 
tion ;  ukd,  if  it  were,  liow  can  that  lenabtive 
power  be  unlimited  that  cannot  restrain  itaeli^ 
that  cannot  Innd  itself  by  contract  t  Whether, 
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as  a  Government,  or  as  an  IndlTidnaL  that 
being  is  fettered  and  restrained  which  is  not 
capable  of  binding  itself  hy  ordbary  obliga- 
Haa.  Enrj  Legiuatare  binds  itself  whenerer 
it  makea  a  grant,  enten  into  a  oratraot  b»> 
ftowa  an  office,  or  does  any  other  act  or  thing 
which  is  in  its  natare  hrepealable.  And  this, 
instead  of  detracting  from  its  legidative  power, 
is  one  of  the  modes  of  exendsing  that  power. 
And  the  legiiilatiTe  power  of  Oongreas  over  the 
BiHtrict  or  Colombia  wonld  not  be  foil  and 
complete  if  it  might  not  make  jnst  saoh  a  sUp- 
nlatton  as  the  bank  charter  contuos. 

I  b^  leave  to  repeat,  Hr.  President,  tiiat 
what Itiave  now  been ooneidering are  the  Pree- 
ident's  objections  not  to  the  mucj  or  expedi- 
ency, bat  to  the  coo8titnti(»alitj  of  the  Iwnk ; 
and  not  to  the  conatttaUoDality  of  anj  new  or 
pmoaed  bank,  bnt  <tf  the  bank  as  it  now  is, 
anu  as  it  has  long  existed.  If  tbe  Presidnt 
had  declined  to  tmrtm  this  bill  beeaose  1m 
thonght  the  original  obartw  nnwisdjr  granted, 
and  the  bank,  in  point  of  polios  and  entedlen- 
07-,  objectionable  or  miimnievoai^  and  in  that 
view  only  had  snggested  the  reasons  now 
hj  him,  his  argoment,  however  inconclnuve, 
wonld  have  been  intuligible,  and  not,  in  its 
whole  frame  and  scope,  inconnatent  with  all 
well-established  first  principles.  His  rejection 
of  the  bill,  in  that  case,  woald  have  be<m,  no 
doubt,  an  extraordinary  exennse  of  pow4r; 
bat  it  wonld  hare  been,  nevertheleHa,  the  exer- 
dse  of  a  powo*  hdongfng  to  his  office,  and 
tnuted  1^  tbe  omutitntitm  to  lila  discretion. 
Bat  what  be  pnta  forth  an  arrv  of  argaments, 
much  as  the  Meaeage  employs,  not  against  tbe 
exi>ediency  of  the  bank,  oat  agtUnst  its  consti- 
tutional existence,  be  confounds  all  distinc- 
tions, mixes  queations  of  poUn  and  questions 
of  right  together,  and  turns  all  consutntional 
restrainto  into  mere  matters  of  opinion.  As 
fiu*  as  its  power  extends,  either  in  its  direct 
effeota,  or  as  a  precedent,  the  Meaeage  not  only 
anaettles  every  thing  which  has  been  settled 
under  the  oonstitation,  but  would  show,  also, 
that  the  oonstitation  itself  is  utterly  incapable 
ot  any  fixed  oonstmotion,  or  definite  interpre- 
ta^n;  and  that  ^ere  ia  no  poasibility  of 
establlBbing,  by  its  anthoritj,  any  praetJcal  lim- 
itations on  the  powers  the  re^wMive  branoh- 
ea  of  tbe  Government. 

When  the  Meaaage  denies,  as  it  does,  the  au- 
thority of  the  Supreme  Oourt  to  decide  on  oon- 
Btitutional  questions,  it  effects,  so  far  as  the 
opinion  of  tbe  President  uid  his  authority  can 
eneot,  a  complete  change  in  our  Government 
It  does  two  things :  first,  it  converta  a  oonati- 
tutional  limitation  of  power  into  mere  matters 
of  opinion,  and  then  strikes  the  judicial  depart- 
ment, as  an  efficient  department,  out  of  our 
qratem.  But  the  Message  by  no  means  stops 
even  at  this  point  Havmg  denied  to  Congress 
tbe  apthority  of  judging  what  powera  may  be 
onistitntionally  conferred  on  a  bank,  and  hav- 
erected  the  jotonent  of  the  Preud«it  hhn- 
into  a  atanatEd  by  whieh  to  try  the  wmsti- 
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tutional  character  of  soch  powera,  and  having 
denounced  tbe  authority  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  decided  finally  on  ooostitutifmal  qaestion^ 
the  Meaaage  prociaeds  to  claim  for  the  Fre^ 
dent,  not  ue  power  of  anwoval,  bat  tbe  piir 
mary  poww,  the  power  of  <»i^n^g  lam. 
Hie  Pmldent  informs  Oomgreaa  that  lie  wottid 
have  sent  them  auch  a  charter,  if  it  bad  bees 
properly  asked  for,  as  they  ou^ht  to  posaeaa. 
He  very  plainly  intimates  that,  in  his  oinnion, 
tbe  eatablishment  of  all  laws,  of  this  nature, 
at  leaat,  bduiga  to  the  functions  of  tbe  Execu- 
tive Government,  and  that  Oongreaa  ought  to 
have  waited  fm*  the  manifeatatioo  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive will,  before  it  presumed  to  touch  the 
subject  Snch,  Mr.  Prwident,  stripped  of  their 
dit^poisea,  are  the  real  pretences  set  up  in  bebalf 
of  the  £]Eecative  power  in  this  moat  eztracffdl- 
ntfypepw. 

Mr.  Prefrident,  we  have  trriTeci  at  a  sew 
modi.  We  are  entering  on  experiments  with 
ue  Government  and  the  conatitation  of  the 
oonntry,  hitherto  untried,  and  of  fearfld  and 
ap^ling  aspect  This  Message  calls  na  to  tbe 
oontemplatioa  of  a  future,  which  little  rceem- 
blea  the  past.  Its  prindplea  are  at  war  with 
all  that  poblic  opinion  haa  sustained,  and  all 
which  the  exponence  of  the  Government  haa 
sanctioned.  It  deniea  first  principles.  It  «m- 
tradieta  truths  heretofore  received  aa  indiq>atA- 
ble.  It  deniea  to  the  jadidary  the  Intariureta- 
titm  of  law,  and  demuda  to  divide  with  Oui- 
greas  the  oriajnetion  of  atatntesb  Jt  extendi 
the  gran  of  Exeentive  prMendim  over  ererr 
power  of  the  Govemment  But  thia  la  not  aU. 
It  presents  tiie  Chief  Magiatr^  of  the  UniiMi 
in  the  attitude  oi  arguing  away  the  powers  ot 
that  Government  over  which  be  has  been  cho- 
sen to  preside;  and  adopting,  for  this  parpoae, 
modes  of  reasoning  which,  even  nnder  the  in- 
fluence of  all  proper  feeling  towards  lugh  offi- 
cial atation,  it  is  difficult  to  regard  aa  respect- 
able. It  appeals  to  every  pr^ndioe  which  may 
betray  men  into  a  mistaken  view  of  their  own 
interests ;  and  to  every  passion  which  may  lead 
them  to  disobey  tbe  impnlaea  of  their  under- 
standing. It  urges  all  the  qiedona  tOfAm  of 
State  righta,  and  national  eneroaohinent^  against 
that  wUch  a  great  majority  of  the  Statea  have 
affinned  to  be  ri^tnu,  and  in  which  aU  of 
them  have  aoqniewed.  It  sows,  in  an  nnqiar- 
ing  manner,  the  seeds  of  jealousy  and  ill-will 
aguust  that  Government  of  wbit^  its  author  ia 
tbe  official  head.  It  rusra  a  cry  that  libei^  is 
in  danger,  at  the  very  moment  when  it  puts 
forth  duros  to  power  heretofore  unknown  and 
unheard  of.  It  affects  alarm  for  the  public  free- 
dom, when  noUiing  ao  much  endangers  that 
freedom  aa  its  own  nnparalleled  pretences. 
This,  even,  is  not  all.  It  manifestly  eeeka  to 
infinenoe  the  poor  agunst  tbe  rich.  It  wan- 
tonly attacks  whole  claases  o{  the  people,  for 
the  purpoee  of  turning  against  them  the  preja- 
dioea  and  reetttmentB  of  other  daasea.  It  ia  a 
State  pqier  which  finda  no  topic  too  exmdng 
for  iu  use;  no  paaaiontoo  inflammable  for  its 
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Address  and  its  soUoitation.  Bnoh  is  the  Mes- 
sage. It  remains,  now,  far  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  chooee  between  the  principles 
^ere  arowed  and  their  GoTwrnnenL  These 
cannot  sabsist  together.  The  one  or  the  other 
mnst  be  r^eoted.  If  the  sentiments  of  the 
KesB^e  shall  reo^e  general  wprol>aUon,  tly 
eoottitatifHi  win  have  perlahed  even  earli^ 
than  the  moment  .which  its  enemies  ori^nally 
allowed  fat  the  tenaination  its  ezisteuoe. 
It  will  not  have  sorviTed  to  its  fiftietii  Tear. 

Mr.  White,  of  Tennessee,  next  rose,  and 
addressed  the  Senate  as  foUows : 

Mr.  President,  pressed  as  we  are  for  timCj  I 
mnst  crave  the  inaolgenoe  of  the  Senate,  while 
I  attempt  some  answer  to  the  matters  xurged  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachnsetts,  to  the  li^esage 
accompanying  the  bill  now  to  be  reconaiderea. 

I  rf^oioe  that,  for  once,  we  liave  a  document 
from  the  present  Chief  Magisti«te,  acknowl- 
edged br  the  f^poritioD  to  l>e  frank,  plain,  and 
soMeptible  of  oiily  one  interpretation.  Here- 
ttrfore,  the  common  complaint  from  that  quar- 
ter haa  been  tliat  his  fmportanl  oommnni- 
caHons  were  so  worded  aa  to  be  interpreted  one 
winr  in  one  seotioa  of  the  conntry,  and  la  a 
different  way  in  another.  Here  it  is  admitted 
we  have  a  docnment  so  worded,  aa  to  be  un- 
derstood everywhere  alike.  The  honorable 
Senator  thinks  this  frankness,  on  the  part  of 
ibe  Chief  Magistrate,  ongfat  to  be  met  in  a  cor- 
responding spirit  by  those  who  differ  from  him 
in  opinion.  Approving  of  this  oonrse,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  be  equally  as  explicit,  in  what  I 
propose  to  say,  in  answer  to  his  argament 

llie  Senator  thinki^  if  the  diarter  of  this 
hank  is  not  renewedf  mhi  to  the  eooDtry  is  to 
be  tiw  oonseqnenoe,  beoanae  flw  bank  most 
wind  up  kll  its  ooncems.  This  is  notiiing  bnt 
the  old  a^ment  nsed  in  1811,  when  the  then 
existing  bank  applied  for  a  renewal  d  its  char- 
ter. Distress  to  the  community,  and  min  to 
the  coantry,  were  predicted  by  ^e  advocates 
of  the  bank.  The  predictions  were  not  verified. 
The  o!q>ital  employed  in  the  bank  was  not  an- 
nihilated. It  still  existed ;  and  in  loans  to  in- 
dividuals, or  in  some  other  shape,  it  was  ap- 
plied to  the  nses  of  the  oommonity.  Debtors 
songht  and  obtuned  acooraraodatlone  else- 
where :  as  the  notes  of  that  hank  were  with- 
drawn from  drcnlation,  their  plaoes  were  sap- 
pHed  by  specie,  or  the  papw  of  local  institn- 
tiona,  and  little  or  no  inconvenience  was  ex- 
perienced; and  sQoh  will  be  the  case  again, 
•honld  the  charter  of  this  hank  be  tdlowed  to 
ezf^  in  1886.  Debtors  worthy  of  credit  will 
obti^  accommodations  from  eiUier  individaals 
or  other  banks,  and  discharge  their  daes  to 
this  ;  and  as  the  notes  of  this  bank  disappear, 
their  places  will  b«  supplied  by  specie,  or  the 
paper  of  other  banks,  and  the  mass  of  the  com- 
mantty  will,  in  a  short  tame,  hardly  be  sensible 
that  ^e  tmeration  of  wining  np  has  been  per- 
formed, we  have  been  told  that,  in  the  valley 
of  the  IGsrisrippi  alon&  tiiere  are  dne  to  Has 
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for  loans  made,  and  tea  millions  for  domestic 
bills  of  exchange.  That  the  press  occasioned 
by  the  collection  of  this  debt  will  be  too  severe 
to  be  borne.  The  charter  has  almost  fonr  years 
yet  to  mn,  and  then  two  years  are  allowed  for 
colleotions,  making  nearly  six  years.  How 
often  have  we  been  told  during  this  session  of 
the  general  prosperity  of  the  oonntry,  and 
especially  that  part  of  it  in  the  vaU^  m  the 
Mjsrianpi^.  U  these  statements  have  any  re- 
semblaocd  to  the  fact,  it  ought  to  be  entirely 
within  the  power  of  these  debtors,  in  five  or  six 
years,  to  adjust  and  pay  whatew  they  may 
owe.  I  most  repeat  what  I  said  on  a  former 
oooarion :  If  theee  debts  are  real  transactions, 
the  adjustment  of  them  will  be  a  rimple  opera- 
tion. The  paper  evidencing  these  del>ts  will 
be  paid  at  maturity ;  and  let  the  bank  be  care- 
Ad  not  to  discount  when  the  charter  is  near 
expiring,  and  the  whole  object  will  be  aooran- 
plished.  If  the  transactions  are  not  rekl,  hat 
a<altioas,  uid  the  paper  discoonted  has  assomed 
the  qipeemnce  of  bnsinflia  paper,  for  the  l>nr- 
pose  of  obt^ning  permanent  Iouul  in  ouier 
words,  standing  aoomnmodations,  tJie  sooner 
the  ^th  is  known,  the  better  to  all  concerned. 
The  ocHnmnnity  haa  a  deep  intereet  in  this  mat- 
tar  :  fldse  wedit  (^ven  to  individaals  by  false 
appearanoee  is  an  ii^ary  to  sotuety,  and  of  no 
actual  benefit  to  individnals;  and  the  sooner 
such  tran8aoti<ns  are  Invn^t  to  a  dose,  all 
the  better ;  the  fewer  wUl  be  the  nunbco-  of 
snfferers. 

If  I  am  not  very  much  mistaken,  this  opinion 
was,  some  years  ago,  advanced,  in  a  r^ortfhnn 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmr,  whose  MiiDiona 
upon  such  a  subject  are  entitwd  to  the  hi^best 

respect. 

But,  nr,  i^  when  tiiia  bank  has  been  in  opera- 
tion only  fifteen  or  rizteen  years,  the  debts  nave 
become  so  nomeroas,  and  so  large,  that  we  must, 
on  these  accounts,  renew  the  charter,  I  must 
be  allowed  to  ask,  what  will  be  the  state  of 
things  at  the  end  of  thirty-five  years  t  Will 
they  not  be  mnch  worse  ?  Most  certainly  they 
will.  What,  then,  do  gentiemen  mean?  Do 
they  intend  that  this  charter  shall  become  per- 
petual ?  That  this  company,  foreigners  and  all, 
shall  have  this  monopoly  forever  ?  If  this  Im 
not  their  intention,  I  most  ask  the  Senator  item 
Hassaohnaetts  to  tol  na  at  what  time  the  insti- 
tution can  be  wonul  np^  with  less  fnomiTen- 
ieaeot  than  at  the  enmition  o{  the  present 
charter.  When  will  the  debtors  in  the  Tdl«y 
of  the  Itiaaisupid  he  better  ft>le  to  pay,  tiian 
when  this  charter  ez|rires  ?  If  the  ailment  of 
the  Senator  proves  any  thing,  it  proves  that 
this  corporation  ought  to  exist  forever.  Is  any 
gentleman  willing  to  avow  this?  I  am  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  it  Fay-day  for  these 
debtors  must  arrive  some  time;  and  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  afibirs  of  this  hank  can  probably 
be  closed,  with  less  inconvenience- to  the  com- 
munity, at  the  expiration  of  tUs  charter,  than 
thOT  can  be  fifteen  years  afterwarda. 

The  Senior  say^the  President  allegas  that 
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the  ^plic&tion  to  renew  the  charter  is  prrana- 
tnre,  and  thinks  we  ought  not  to  he  obiaed  hj 
him  for  ocUng  on  the  subject,  as  he  hod  direot- 
iBd  the  aUention  of  the  natiui  and  oi  Oongress 
to  this  sabjeot^  in  his  Uessage  of  18S0,  and  in 
two  BOceeeaiDg  Messagea. 

Mr.  Preddent,  to  me  it  is  obvious  that  the 
notice  talceo  of  the  bank  in  those  Messages  was 
not  to  recommeiid  to  Oongress  to  act  upon  the 
subject,  at  either  of  the  sessions  when  those  Mes- 
sages were  delivered ;  hut,  as  the  subject  was 
esteemed  of  vital  interest  to  the  oomnmnitj, 
to  turn  the  attention  of  all  to  it,  at  an  early 
period,  so  that  the  opinion  might  be  well  ma- 
tured upon  it,  when  the  charter  was  about  to 
expire,  and  wheo  it  would  beoome  necessary  to 
met  upon  it 

But  if  GongresB  oiq^t  now  to  act  upon  it, 
beuim  tiie  subject  is  brought  before  us  by 
those  Messagea,  why  was  it  not  acted  on  at  the 
HBsions  wh«i  these  Messages  were  delivered ! 
Vhv  not  at  the  eesrion  in  1829  ?  The  Senator 
haa*viswered  the  question  with  frankness.  He 
has  ioii  us  it  is  material  that  it  should  be 
known  before  the  Pre«dential  election,  whether 
the  President  would  sign  the  act  renewing  the 
charter  or  not ;  because,  if  he  would  not^  he 
ou^t  to  t>e  turned  out,  and  another  put  in  his 
place,  who  will ;  and  as  the  Section  is  to  take 
place  the  succeeding  All,  niplioatiim  for  the 
renewal  could  not  be  umgw  delayed. 

I  thank  the  Senator  tor  the  candid  avowal, 
that  unless  the  President  will  aigu  such  a  char- 
ter as  will  suit  the  directors,  they  intood  to  in- 
teifere  in  the  election,  and  endeavor  to  displace 
him.  With  the  same  candor  I  state  that,  after 
this  dedaradon,  this  charter  shall  never  be  re- 
newed with  my  conseut 

Let  us  look  at  this  matter  as  it  is.  Imme- 
diately before  the  election,  the  directors  apply 
for  a  charter,  which  they  think  the  President 
at  any  other  time  will  not  sign,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  compelling  him  to  sign  contruy  to 
his  judgment,  or  of  encountering  all  their  hos- 
tility in  the  canvass,  and  at  the  pws.  Soppoee 
this  attempt  to  have  socoeeded,  and  the  Presi- 
dent, through  fear  of  his  Section,  had  signed 
tSiis  charter,  although  he  coiucieatiously  be- 
lieves it  will  be  destrQctive  of  the  liberty  of 
the  people  who  have  elected  him  to  preside 
over  them,  and  preserve  their  liberties,  so  far 
as  in  his  power.  What  next  1  Why,  whenever 
the  charter  is  likely  to  expire  hereafter,  they 
will  come,  as  they  do  now,  on  tlie  eve  of  the 
election,  and  compel  the  Chief  Magistrate  to 
•sign  such  a  charter  as  they  may  dictate^n  pun 
of  being  turned  out  and  disgraced.  Would  it 
not  be  far  better  to  gratify  uiis  moneyed  aris- 
tocracy, to  the  whole  extent  at  once,  and  re- 
new their  charter  forever  t  The  temptation  to 
a  periodical  interference  iif  our  elections  would 
then  be  taken  away. 

Sir,  if^  under  these  circumstances,  the  cJiarter 
is  renewed,  the  ^eotive  Awwhise  is  destroyed, 
and  the  liberties  and  pnMfkerity  of  tiie  people 
are  delivered  over  to  this  moused  institution, 


to  be  disposed  of  at  their  discretion,  against 
this  I  enter  my  solemn  protest. 

Hie  hoQwable  Senator  next  adverts  to  what 
the  Presidrat  says  on  the  oonstitutionaBty  of 
this  act,  and  animadverts  on  what  is  stated  in 
relation  to  there  being  two  precedents  in  Qon- 
gpessj  where  this  power  is  asserted,  and  two  in 
which  it  was  denied;  and  tlien  asserts  that 
since  the  year  1791,  when  the  first  bank  was 
chartered.  Congress  has  never  denied  this 
power. 

Mr.  President,  it  appears  to  me  that,  whether 
the  President  can  show  any  recorded  vote,  de- 
nying this  power  or  not,  the  Senator  onzht  not 
to  be  too  severe  upon  the  Executive  for  tlus 
mistake,  if  it  be  one.  When  a  renewal  (rf  the 
charter  was  applied  for  in  1811,  its  constitu- 
tionality was  argued,  and  ably  argued,  by  those 
opposed  to  it,  and  the  application  was  rejected. 
The  bank  then  apjdied  for  time  to  wind  np  its 
business ;  the  petition  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee who  reported  against  the  application, 
alleging  that  it  was  unconstitutional,  and  this 
report  was  concurred  in.  Aiterwar^in  1816, 
when  a  bank  charter  was  under  oon^deration 
in  the  Hooseof  Repre8entatives,amemberfrom 
Massachusetts,  in  his  place,  then  acting  under 
the  same  high  obligations  which  the  Prendent 
acts  nudtf,  arguing  agunst  the  charter,  states 
expressly  that  the  rmewal  of  the  ohartor  had 
been  refused  because  it  was  vnoonstatntaonal. 
The  Preddent,  without  donbt,  has  read  this  ar- 
gument, and  seen  this  resolution ;  and  if  he  re- 
posed confidence  in  these  statements,  and  was 
thereby  misled,  which  I  suppose  he  was  not,  I 
submit  to  the  honorable  Senator  whether,  under 
such  circumstances,  he  would  not  have  been 
entitled  to  milder  treatment  from  him,  than  he 
has  received. 

The  attention  of  the  Senate  has  been  next 
called  to  that  part  of  the  Message  found  in  page 
six,  in  which  the  decisions  of  the  Snpr^e 
Court  are  spoken  of. 

The  honorable  Senator  argues  that  the  oonsti- 
tutiim  has  ooustitated  the  Supreme  Conrt  a  tri- 
bnnal  to  dedde  great  coustitntlonal  qneetions, 
such  as  this,  and  that,  when  they  have  done  so, 
the  quMtion  is  put  at  rest,  and  every  othw  de- 
partment of  the  Government  must  acquiesce. 
This  doctrine  I  deny.  The  constitution  vests 
"  the  judicial  power  in  a  Supreme  Court,  and  in 
such  inferior  courts  as  Oongress  may  from  time 
to  time  ordain  and  establish."  Whenever  a 
suit  is  commenced  and  prosecuted  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  of  which  they  have  juris- 
diction, and  such  suit  is  decided  by  theSupreane 
Court,  as  that  is  the  court  of  the  last  resort,  its 
decision  is  fioal  and  condudve  between  the 
parties.  But  as  an  authority,  it  does  n<^  hind 
either  Oongress  or  the  Pxeeident  of  tb» 
United  States.  If  dther  of  these  co-ordinate 
departments  is  afterwards  called  upon  to  per^ 
form  an  official  act,  and  conscientiously  beheve 
the  performance  of  that  act  would  be  a  viola- 
tion o(  the  oonstitution,  they  are  not  bound  to 
perform  it,  bnt,  on  the  oomirary,  are  as  nuudi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


525 


Jolt,  18S3.] 

at  libertj  to  decline  acting,  as  if  oo  sach  de<n- 
sion  had  been  made.  In  ezaminiDg  the  extent 
of  their  constitatiooal  power,  the  opinion  of  so 
anliffhteaed  a  tribanal  as  onr  Supreme  Court 
haa  Deen,  and  1  hope  ever  will  be,  will  always 
be  eotitled  to  great  weight;  and,  without 
donbt,  either  Congress  or  the  President  wonld 
always  be  disptseo,  in  a  doabtf^  case,  to  think 
its  decisions  correct ;  bnt  I  hope  Deither  will 
ever  view  them  as  antiioritj  binding  upon  them. 
Tfaej  ought  to  examine  the  extent  of  their  oon- 
atitatiooal  powers  for  themselves;  and  when 
thej  havie  nai  access  to  all  sonroes  of  inftnToa- 
tion  within  their  reach,  and  given  to  every 
ftdng  its  dne  weight,  if  they  are  satisfied  the 
constitntion  haa  not  spren.  a  power  to  do  the 
act  required,  I  inost  t£ej  ought  to  refrain  from 
doing  it 

Suppose  the  House  of  Sepresentatives  to 
have  passed  an  act  on  a  given  subject  for  a 
number  of  successive  ses^ons,  and  from  want 
of  time  the  Senate  had  not  acted  on  it,  and  the 
oonsUtutionality  of  such  an  act  to  oome  before 
the  S^iate,  would  any  member  think  those 
(qdidons  ti  the  Hooae  anthorlties  by  which  he 
waa  bound?  Certainly  not.  The;^  would  have 
dne  weighL  and  be  respeotfdlly  considered,  bnt 
din*e^|araea  in  diededsion  made  by  the  Senate, 
if  diown  to  be  incorrect.  In  principle  there 
can  be  no  difference  between  such  cases  and 
the  judicial  deciuons.  Suppose  the  President 
to  recommend^  never  so  often,  the  passage  of 
an  act  which  he  may  tiiink  coustitutional, 
would  the  Sttiate,  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
or  the  courts,  feel  themselvea  bound  by  his 
opinions }  I  think  not.  Each  co-ordinate  de- 
partment, within  its  appropriate  sphere  of  ac- 
ticMi,  must  jndgeof  itsown  powers,  when  called 
upon  to  do  its  oflBdal  dutiM;  and  if  either 
Imn^y  follow  the  otiiera,  without  forming  an 
opiiUon  fbr  itself,  an  esfleotial  oheok  a^iunst 
the  exercise  of  nnoonstitQtional  power  is  de- 
stroyed. A  mistake  by  Congress  in  passing  an 
aotjlnooonstent  with  tJie  constitution,  followed 
by  a  like  mistake  by  the  Supreme  Court,  in  de- 
ciding such  act  to  be  constitutional,  might  be 
attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences. 
Let  each  department  judge  for  itself,  and  we 
are  safe.  If  different  interpretations  are  put 
upon  the  constitntion  by  the  different  depart- 
ments, the  people  are  the  tribunal  to  settle  the 
dilute.  Each  of  the  departments  is  the  agent 
of  the  people,  dcdug  their  bn^ness  aooording  to 
fhe  powers  oonfenid;  and  where  there  is  a  dis- 
agreement aa  to  the  extent  of  these  powers,  the 
people  themseWes,  through  the  ballot  boxes, 
must  settle  it.  The  Senator,  if  I  heard  him 
correctly,  has  sud  that  the  President  has  as- 
serted that  the  Supreme  Court  has  no  power  to 
decide  upon  the  constitutionality  of  an  act  of 
Congress.  The  gentleman  has  not  attended  to 
the  Message  with  his  usual  aocuracy.  No  such 
opinion  is  advanced,  but  the  contraiy,  that  each 
department  within  its  appropriate  n>here  of 
action  has  the  right  to  jnwa  for  itseu^  and  is 
not  bound  by  the  o^nioa  a  both,  or  ^ther  d 


the  others ;  and  this  I  incline  to  think  is  the 
correct  constitutioDal  view  of  the  subject.  The 
honorable  Senator  thinks  the  President  entire- 
ly mistaken  when  be  supposes  Congress  cannot 
deprive  itself  of  some  of  it^  legidative  powers. 
Let  us  for  a  few  minutes  attend  to  the  view 
of  this  part  of  the  subject  presented  by  the 
Message,  and  then  examine  its  correctness. 

The  Congress  is  vested  with  exclnsivd  legis- 
lative powers  oTor  the  District  of  Columbia. 
It  tfaerafbre  haa  an  undoubted  power  to  estab- 
lish, within*  the  District,  as  many  banks,  with 
aa  much  c^>ital  to  each,  as  it  chooses.  By  this 
charter,  it  U  stipulated  that  Congress  sh^l  not 
establish  any  bank  within  the  District,  nor  shall 
it  increase  the  capital  of  existing  banks.  This 
the  President  thinks  is  unconstitutional.  By 
this  agreement,  the  present  Congress,  and  its 
successors,  are  deprived  of  the  powers  of  estab- 
lishing any  bank,  no  matter  how  pressin^y  the 
public  interest  may  require  one.  Congress  by 
this  agreement  will  have  stripped  itself  of  all 
power  to  l^slate  upon  a  subject  during  the 
existence  of  the  charter,  when  the  constitution 
had  vested  the  most  ample  powers  la  tiiis  con- 
stitutional f  Ougbt  we  to  DC  bound  by  such  an 
agreement  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  and 
permit  the  best  interests  of  society  to  be  sacri- 
ficed for  the  want  of  a  power  which  tiie  consti- 
tution has  conferred,  but  which  we  have  bar- 
tered away  1  The  Message  supposes  we  are  not 
at  liberty  to  dispose  of  our  l^slative  powers 
in  this  manner,  uid  therefore  this  act  is  nncon- 
stitntional.  Tliis  is  oertfunly  a  very  important 
point.  If  we  make  such  an  agreement,  we  ought 
to  be  bound  by  it ;  and  yet  I  think  cases  might 
occur,  in  wbicii  we  ought  nob  to  be,  nor  would 
we  be,  bound  by  any  such  agreement.  The 
pnblio  safety,  the  public  interest,  might,  long 
before  the  expiraUmi  of  the  diartM-,  imperiously- 
demand  the  establishment  of  one  or  more  banks 
within  the  District,  and  X  do  not  believe  we 
can  oonstitutjonally  deprive  ourselves  or  our 
successors  of  the  power  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Preudent,  we  must  remember  that,  in 
case  of  a  war,  uiis  bank,  if  in  existence,  must 
be  our  main  dependence  for  raising  money ;  and 
yet  there  is  no  provision  by  which  it  is  bound 
to  loan  us  one  cent.  Now,  suppose  it  to  have 
existed  during  tbe  last  war,  and  the  stock  to 
have  been  owned  by  British  subjects  and  a  few 
of  our  own  citizens,  and  those  citizens  to  have 
belonged  to  that  sect  in  pcditioa  who  were  seek- 
ing to  change  onr  federal  rolers— who  thought 
it  wioked  to  thank  God  for  our  viotories  upon 
either  land  or  watM^ — who  had  sent  an  embassy 
to  this  city  to  request  the  then  President  to 
resign :  does  any  man  believe  the  Administra- 
tion could  have  procured  a  loan  for  one  cent  ? 
Those  politicians,  I  am  willing  to  suppose,  were 
acting  honestiy ;  that  tbey  believed  tbe  war 
impolitic,  unjust,  and  wicked,  so  much  so  that 
they  would  not  aid  it  with  their  good  wishes. 
Does  any  one  suppose  that  they  would  not  have 
held  it  treason  against  good  morals  to  have 
loaned  pecuniary  aid?    Surely  they  would. 
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We  must  then  h&re  been  without  monej,  and 
without  the  meana  of  obtaining  any.  Peace 
moBt  have  been  made,  and  npon  any  tenns  dic- 
tated br  tbe  banlL  or  by  the  maaf. 

Mr.  Frerideot,  I  haTe  ODdearored  to  expand 
TOj  ndnd  ao  aa  to  take  thia  cnlaiged  Ti«w  of 
the  aabjeot,  and  what  I  find  ia,  that  tiie  advo- 
cates of  thia  bank,  upon  the  plM  that*  the  bank 
fa  neoeaaary  for  tbe  fisoal  oonoenu  of  the  Got- 
emment,  wish,  bj  oonatmotion,  to  aoqaire  the 
power  to  create  a  bank ;  and,  having  uioa  pos- 
aeaaed  themselves  of  the  power,  wwi  to  nse  it 
80  as  to  confer  powers  not  in  anj  degree  neoe»- 
■aiy  for  a  bank  to  posMMB,  to  enaUe  it  to  do 
all  which  the  Government  maj  viah  to  have 
done,  bnt  throng^  which  the  stockholders  mi^ 
enrich  themselves  and  their  (Henda,  and  aoqaire 
an  inflnenoe  greater  than  the  Goremment  itael^ 
and  control  all  onr  pditieal  oonewDs  in  such 
manner  aa  to  gratify  thehr  amUti«i  and  pro- 
mote their  iutereats  to  any  extent  they  may 
wish.  In  short,  it  appears  to  me  WKt,  in 
creating  the  baiu:,  the  pretence  is,  through  it 
to  do  the  public  businees:  and  as  soon  as 
created,  the  public  bndness  la  a  mere  insicnifi- 
oant  incident ;  and  private  emdnmoit,  wiuioat 
limit,  is  the  midn  design. 

Mr.  President,  in  snbndtting  this  ICessage, 
one  of  ^e  highest  duties  of  the  Ohief  Hagia- 
trate  has  been  performed.  Under  peonliar  and 
trying  oircnmstanoes  he  has  nven  his  soid- 
mentB,  plainly  and  frankly,  u  ne  beUered  hla 
dn^  reqnired. 

when  the  extitement  <xF  the  time  in  whldi 
we  aot  ahall  hare  pasaed  aw^,  and  the  falatwiaii 
and  biogn^iber  ehaU  be  employed  in  giving 
his  aooonnt  of  the  acts  of  onr  most  distingoished 

SnbUo  men,  and  oomee  to  the  name  of  Andrew 
aokson ;  when  he  shall  have  recounted  aU  the 
great  and  good  deeds  done  by  this  man  in  the 
conrae  of  a  long  and  eventful  life,  and  the  cir- 
onmstanoes  nnder  which  this  Message  was  com- 
mnnicated  shall  have  been  stated,  the  oonda* 
sioQ  will  be,  that,  in  doing  this,  he  has  shown 
a  willingness  to  risk  more  to  promote  the  hap- 

EinesB  of  his  fellow-men,  and  to  secure  their 
berties,  than  hf  the  dmng  of  any  other  act 
whatever. 

Mr.  Ewnra  took  the  floor.  He  aaid  he  had 
fhna  fhr  been  an  attoittve  listener  to  tiie  diena- 
aion  which  tbe  snl^eot  had  elidted.  In  the 
progress  of  that  discusaion,  his  own  views  had 
oeen  in  many  partiouIaiB  anticipated.  Some 
parta,  however,  of  tbe  Meeaage,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  required  examination,  had  been  but 
briefly  noticed,  and  others  passed  over  in  silence. 
To  such  of  them,  sud  Mr.  as  I  deem  the 
most  important,  I  will  now  ask  ^e  attention 
of  the  Senate.  But  in  this  dtscnssion  I  shall 
be  brief— carefully  avoiding,  as  far  as  may  be, 
a  repetition  of  the  subjects  idready  dwelt  upon, 
and  amments  already  advanced. 

Una  Message  cont^ns  the  Executive  condem- 
nation of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  a 
QDiversaL  nnqaalified,  condemnation  of  all  that 
It  ii.  and  all  that  OoDgresB  had  proposed  to 
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make  it  There  is  no  objection,  however 
unfounded,  no  argument,  however  nDsoond, 
which  has  been  urged  against  this  institiitioa 
for  years  past,  both  in  and  out  of  thia  caintol, 
bnt  are  ooUected  and  thrown  together  here  to 
make  vp  thia  extratwdinavr  peper.  Bat  its 
general  merits  have  been  uready  o(aindered. 
The  parts  to  wliich  I  would  now  more  eq>e- 
dAlly  invite  your  attention,  are  found  on  the 
third  page  of  the  printed  Message,  in  which, 
after  saying  tiiat  "alitheobjectionahleprincHtlefl 
of  the  existing  corporation,  and  moat  of  ita 
odious  features,  are  retained  without  allevia- 
tion "  in  tiie  bill  under  consideration,  proceeds : 

"Tbe  fourth  section  provides  'that  tbe  notes  or 
billB  of  tbe  s&ld'  corporation,  iltfaoagh  the  suae  be 
OB  tbe  &ceB  thereof  respecdrely  nuLde  payable  at 
one  place  only,  shall,  ueverthelesa,  be  tee^Tad  by 
the  uid  eorporadon  at  tlie  bank,  or  at  any  <tf  tM 
<^ces  of  disooont  and  deposit  thereof^  if  teadered 
in  UqtddatioB  or  paymeat  of  an^  balance  or  bal- 
ances due  to  said  corporation,  or  to  such  office  of 
diaconnt  and  deposit,  from  any  other  ioootp«umted 
bank.'  This  provi^on  secures  to  the  State  banks  a 
legal  privilege  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  withheld  from  all  private  utizens.  If  a 
State  bank  In  Philadelphtn  owe  tbe  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  have  notes  Issued  by  tbe  St 
Looia  bimncli,  it  can  pay  tbe  debt  with  tiuns  notes ; 
bnt  if  a  mercliant,  medianic,  or  other  prirate  eiti* 
sen,  be  in  like  drcnmstanees,  be  cannot,  bj  Jav, 
pay  Ids  debt  with  those  notes,  but  most  seU  tbeca 
at  a  Asconnt,  or  send  tbem  to  St.  Louis  ta  be 
oashed.  This  boon  eoooeded  to  the  State  banks^ 
though  not  uq|ust  in  Itself,  is  most  oAoua;  beeaaae 
it  does  not  measun  oat  equal  justiee  to  the 
and  the  low,  tlie  rich  and  the  poor.  To  the  ext^ 
of  its  pracUeal  effoct,  it  is  a  bond  of  union  among 
the  banking  eatabliahments  of  the  nation,  erecting 
them  into  an  interest  separate  (torn  that  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  its  necessary  tendency  is  to  nnite  the  Bank 
of  tbe  United  States  and  the  State  banks  in  any 
measure  which  may  be  tliooght  condndre  to  their 
common  interests. 

And  this  is  one  prominent  objection  to  tbe 
bill  extending  the  onarter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  one  of  the  reasons  for  re- 
Auing  it  the  sanction  of  the  Exeontive.  TkuM 
hank,  dr.  with  its  present  diarter,  has  exbted 
about  fitted  years.  Dnring  that  period,  ita 
vSwstB  upon  the  ooontry  have  been  tried  and 
tested.  The  present  charter  has  faults  and  ink- 
perfections.  Men  of  bosineaa,  pursuiiw  the  va- 
rious avooations  of  Ufe  in  a  state  <x  aotAetj 
highly  complicated,  and  in  its  various  tvanohea 
connected  and  intertwined  in  a  thoaaand  forms 
of  combination,  have,  in  that  long  period  of 
time,  felt  all  the  good  and  all  the  evu  it  oon- 
tained ;  but  with  all  its  good  and  all  ita  evil, 
taken  as  a  whole,  it  has  proved  highly  benefi- 
dal  to  onr  coimtry.  That  it  has  so,  is  oeriain 
from  the  united  opiniMi  of  all  men  of  budneas. 
and  ahnost  all  tJie  kwal  banks  in  the  United 
States,  whose  pdiitiona  for  ita  renewal  load  your 
table— petithmst  not  of  one  plaee^  or  of  one 
party,  or  one  daaa  of  moi.  but  of  tbe  pei^ 
«r  all  elasaea^  all  partial^  ana  almost  all  aeotioia 
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of  the  Union — and  generally  in  those  petitions 
tiiey  call  for  an  extension  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank,  without  saggesting  either  variation  or 
modification.  Others  do  suggest  existing  erilt, 
and  aak  for  a  modification  which  will  remove 
them ;  but  in  no  one,  and  from  no  quarter,  do 
we  hear  ilT  urged  as  a  complaint  that  the  notes 
of  the  bank,  wherever  payable,  are  not  made  a 
tender  at  all  places  for  the  pajmoit  of  individ- 
ual dehtB  to  tne  bank.  Was  U  neeeaurj,  then, 
or  waa  it  proper,  to  luMrt  mdi  {ffoviaiont 
Oertiiiily  not,  nnleaa  some  evil  was  to  be 
avoided,  or  aome  good  to  be  prodooed  by  it 

The  present  charter  of  the  bank  permits  them 
to  pay  oat  and  pnt  in  oircolation,  at  any  one 
of  their  branchu,  bills  payable  at  any  other 
braach.  The  bill  before  as  restjiots  them,  and 
requires  that  no  notes  of  adenomination  which 
coDstitates  currency  stutll  be  pud  ont  or  pat 
in  droolation  whica  are  not  made  payable  at 
the  place  where  they  are  so  issned.  I£  then, 
an  individnal  borrow  money  at  a  bran<ui,  and 
agree  to  pay  it  at  the  same  place,  la  it,  I  ask, 
neoesBaiy  for  hia  protectionj  or  oonriatent  with 
mercaatue  haUts  and  principlei^  that  he  ^onld 
be  allowed  as  a  legal  right,  to  tender  In  pay- 
ment of  this  loan  the  notes  of  the  person  (or 
the  bwk)  ot  whom  he  borrows,  payable  a 
thonsaad  miles  off!  It  may  be  jast  enough, 
once  adopted  as  a  role  of  law ;  bat  it  would  be 
embarrassing  in  the  extreme  to  the  lender,  and 
it  would  compel  him  to  diminish  the  amount  of 
hia  loans  in  order  to  sustain  his  credit.  But 
can  any  injuir  happen  to  the  borrower  by  the 
want  of  such  provision?  Every  individnal 
who  borrows  at  a  bank  knows  when  pay-day 
comes,  and  if  he  be  provident,  he  prepares  for 
St  Should  the  bank  hold  him  to  the  strict  law, 
and  require  him  to  pay  in  the  notes  of  the 
branch,  or  roede^  he  has  time  to  prepare  him- 
aelf  with  such  fkmds  as  may  salt  hia  purpose,  by 
exchanges,  which  are  alwi^  easily  effected. 
As,  for  example,  a  trader  or  mechanic  at  Cin- 
cinnati borrows  money  payable  at  that  tdaoe, 
and  he  is  required  to  pay  in  notes  of  that 
branch,  or  specie ;  now  the  notes  that,  under 
this  charter,  would  circulate  there,  are  those  of 
Cincinnati,  LouisviUe,  and  Pittsburg.  If  the 
debtor  haA  one-third  of  the  amount  due  in 
notea  at  each  of  those  brandies,  and  the  bank 
at  <Siunnnatl  should  refbse  to  reo^ve  any  but 
ito  own  notes,  every  man  of  bosineiB  Inwws 
that  an  hour  would  be  ample  time  to  exchange 
to  the  amoont  oi  any  moderate  loan,  and  with- 
out a  premium,  for  such  fhnds  as  the  branch 
eonld  not  r^ose.  Bnt  the  sapposition  that  this 
would  ever  be  required  by  the  bank,  is  per- 
fectly idle.  They  have  to  deal  with  the  people, 
and  the  good  will  of  their  customers  is  tiie 
souroe  both  of  their  convenience  and  their 
profit  It  would  be  wanton  folly  in  them  to 
refuse  notes  of  any  of  their  branches  in  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  doe  them,  whatever  obtained 
by  A  borrower  in  the  due  course  of  badness, 
and  &irly  offered  fi»  that  parpoee.  Th^  never 
have,  tiut  I  have  ever  heard  of,  as  yet,  in  the 


whole  oourae  of  their  bnsiness,  and  I  presume 
they  never  will,  unless  their  officers  become 
insane,  or  an  unexpected  change  in  bnsiness 
should  render  it  necessary  for  self-preservation. 
But  compel  them  by  law  to  do  that  which  they 
now  do  voluntarily,  and  great  mischief  might 
follow.  In  the  fluctuations  of  trade  there  will 
freqaentiy  be  heavy  dr^ns  upon  the  specie  of 
oar  great  commercial  cities.  In  these  cities 
flows  from  evor  part  of  the  UDitm  tiie  paner 
of  flU  the  brancheeL  brought  there  hr  traders  aa 
the  funds  eadest  or  traiwportation  for  tibe  pur- 
chase of  merchandise.  Tnere,  too,  the  heaviest 
loons  are  made  to  individuals,  and  tiie  amount 
becoming  dae  to  the  bank,  in  a  (Angle  day,  ia 
sometimes  immense.  Now,  in  tUs  state  <^ 
things,  suppose  one  of-  these  sudden  and  heavy 
pressures  upon  the  money  market  in  New  Tori^ 
and  tiie  Bank  of  tiie  United  States  »d  the 
other  banks  in  that  <^ty  are  drawn  on  at  once 
for  one  or  two  millions  of  dollars  of  specie,  and 
this  hank  compelled  to  receive  the  paper  of 
r«note  branches  in  payment  of  debts,  is  it  not 
ob^oos  at  once  that  they  would  bear  the  whole 
pressnre,  in  the  first  instane&  at  leart  to  the  ex- 
tent of  all  the  notes  of  all  tfie  brandies  in  the 
money  market  of  the  place  I  The  Manhattan 
Bank,  for  example,  has  $100,000  of  the  paper 
of  the  remote  branches^  and  wishes  to  make  it 
available  at  once  in  specie :  that  bank  would, 
through  the  medium  of  brokers,  bid  up  a  small 
premiom  in  the  biUs  on  remote  branches,  for 
those  payable  at  the  branch  in  New  York,  and 
the  debtors  who  were  aboat  to  pay  the  mmey 
on  their  own  notes  would  make  the  exchange 
aud  take  the  premium,  and  the  Manhattan 
Bank  would  return  the  notes  of  the  branch  in 
New  York,  and  oompd  the  p^ment  <tf  qwde. 
Thus  every  sudden  preasore  would  be  oast 
wholly  upon  this  iiutitution,  their  business 
would  be  cramped,  and  their  discounts  limited, 
and  no  good  or  useful  purpose  whatever  effsct- 
ed  by  it  So  much  as  to  the  propriety  of  this 
extension  of  the  general  privily  of  tender  to 
individuals. 

With  respect  to  banks,  the  case  is  wholly 
different  They  are  the  rivals,  not  the  cus- 
tomers, of  this  institution.  If  their  jealousy 
should  ever  be  exoited  ag^nst  any ;  if  they 
should,  from  any  cause,  attempt  the  oppreauon 
or  overthrow  <n  any  interest  m  the  eonntr^^  it 
would  be  the  local  fnBtitati<His,  the  other 
chartered  banks  in  the  United  States;  and  It  la 
i^inat  the  pouibility  of  such  oppression  that 
this  fourth  section  was  intended  to  guard. 

But  it  is  farther  said,  and  it  is  the  last  iflia- 
chief  disouKed  under  this  head,  that  the  neoea- 
sary  tendency  of  this  provision  is  "  to  unite  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  State  banks 
in  any  measure  which  may  be  thought  condu- 
cive to  their  common  interest." 

There  is  but  one  possible  mode  in  which  this 
provision  of  the  charter  would  produce  the 
effect  proposed,  and  tiiat  is  by  removing  a 
souroe  of  controversy  and  discord  between  them, 
preventing  Aitate  collidona,  and  enabling  thorn 
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to  pnrsae  more  harmoniotiBly  the  greoeral  ob> 
Jeota  of  their  creation ;  for  naUm  stnfe  and  dis- 
oord  preTent  it,  all  men  and  all  ioetltntioiu 
who  possess  an  ordinar  j  share  of  wisdom  and 
foresight,  will  pnrsue  that  which  in  condaoive 
to  their  interest ;  and  if  the  same  object  be 
oondQcive  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  people, 
or  a  whole  elaas  of  incorporated  iastitntions, 
the;  will)  nnlesa  the  predomioanoe  of  exil  pas- 
aioni  prevent  it,  unite  in  its  pnraait.  This  pro- 
Tisioo  might  have  had  tlie  effect  of  remoTing 
oaasee  of  animoaity  between  the  national  and 
State  inatitaticma,  and  hare  aUared  or  prevented 
tho  ooeorrenoe  ttf  hottjle  or  nnkmdly  feelings  be- 
tween those  who  directed  them,  and  tbasnave 
enabled  Uiem  to  pnraoe  their  oonmum  Interest 
wHhont  Jealonsj  or  collision,  and  hj  their 
imited  means  to  advance  the  common  interests 
of  onr  country.  But  I  cannot,  for  myself, 
divine  why  the  removal  of  a  subject  of  discord 
between  that  and  the  State  institntions  should 
be  made  an  objection  fktal  to  the  bilL  This 
difBonl^,  if  it  be  one,  lies  too  deep  for  my  in- 
tellect to  fathom  it  Barely  the  Presidttit  did 
not  intend  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  the  State  banks  wonld, 
by  this  provimon,  be  induced  "  tteoesaarily  '*  to 
noite  in  <mpresring  the  people.  No  man  poa- 
•eaaing  ordinai7  intetligenoe  could  entertidn  an 
c^inion  of  this  kind,  and,  if  not  entertfUned, 
cert^nly  itconld  not  be  intentionally  advanced. 
Unite  aeaiost  the  people  I  Why,  sir,  let  this 
bank  and  the  State  bank  settle  their  accounts 
with  each  other  as  they  will,  or  let  the  law  set- 
tle for  them  as  it  may,  they  are  still,  and  al- 
ways must  be,  rivals  in  trade,  and  their  compe- 
tition compels  them,  and  mast  always  compel 
them,  to  treat  their  castomers  not  on^  with 
justice  but  with  courtesy ;  and  no  man  in  this 
age  and  nation  will  believe,  let  it  be  innnu^ed 
from  what  quarter  it  may,  that  a  law  cwopd- 
llng  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  to  teorive 
the  purar  of  the  branches  in  payment  from  tiie 
State  banks,  will  form  a  bond  of  union  between 
them,  and  unite  them  affainst  the  people,  on 
whose  good  will  they  both  depend. 

I  have  said  that  the  States  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  tax  the  stockholders  residing  within 
their  limits  for  all  the  stock  which  t£ey  hold 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  right 
of  taxation,  as  to  debts,  contracts,  stocks,  every 
thing  which  is  of  untauffible  nature,  (not  issuing 
out  of  real  estate,)  and  is,  therefore,  of  no  place, 
la  detwmined  by  the  dmnicil  of  the  owner ;  it 
is  sopposed  to  exist  there,  and,  if  taxed  at  all, 
Mb  in  the  State  or  kingd<»n  in  which  its  owner 
rerides.  Take,  for  example,  the  case  of  a  man 
reudent  in  Vir^uia,  loaning  money  to  a  citizen 
at  OUo.  Oould  Ohio  tax  the  lender  in  conse- 
quence of  the  loan !  Oertiunly  not  Bat  the 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  borrower,  dispose  of 
it  however  he  might — whether  he  retained  it 
on  hand,  or  coDverted  it  into  property,  or 
loaned  it  again — would  become  at  once  a  sub- 
ject of  tautiui  in  OUo.  It  is  the  same  be- 
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tween  kingdoms  as  States;  a  long-established 
nrinnide  m  inteniatlonal  law,  never  departed 
from  in  times  of  peace  and  amity  :  and  even  in 
war,  confiscation,  or  the  suspension  of  the  rlghta 
of  the  creditor,  and  not  taxation,  is  the  usnal 
resort  a^inst  the  credits  of  the  alien  enemy. 

There  is  another  daiise  in  the  third  page  of 
the  Message,  to  whidi  I  now  aak  the  attention 
of  the  Senate : 

"  It  fau  been  niged  as  su  trgunent  fai  &vor  of 
re^hartering  the  praseat  bank,  that  the  calluig  in 
its  losoa  wUT  produce  great  emburassroeot  and  dis- 
tress. The  time  allowed  to  close  its  coooeros  is 
ample :  aud  if  it  has  been  well  maoaged  its  prepare 
irill  be  Usfat,  and  heavy  only  in  cue  its  mauge- 
ment  has  oeen  bad.  therefore,  it  shall  prodoee 
distress,  the  fault  will  be  its  own;  and  it  would 
Aimish  a  reason  against  renewing  a  power  which 
has  been  so  obvioudy  abaaed.  Bot  will  there  ever 
1m  a  time  when  this  reason  will  be  lea  powerful? 
To  soltDOwledge  iu  force  Is  to  admit  that  the  baak 
ought  to  be  perpetnal ;  and,  as  a  eooseqnenoe,  the 
pTMsnt  BtockhMdei^  and  those  labent&ig  their 
rights  ss  snoeeSBOn,  be  eaublished  a  priril^ed  or- 
der, clothed  both  with  great  political  power,  and 
eifjoyio^  imnwBse  peeonlary  advantagea,  fkom  their 
conneotum  with  tae  Oovenunent" 

This  whole  danse  is  assumption,  without 
anament  <»■  proof  to  snst^  it  The  queetion 
whetlier  the  time  to  close  the  concern  of  the 
bank  k  or  is  not  ample,  is  one  which  dependa 
upon  a  variety  of  circnmstance&  of  whidi  the 
most  important  are  the  amount  of  its  loans,  and 
abilitv  of  the  individuals  and  of  the  country  to 
pay  uioee  loans  without  serious  pressare  npon 
outness,  and  consequent  iodividnal  and  public 
distress;  but  the  ifessage  avers  that  if  the 
management  of  the  bank  has  been  good,  the 

Sreasure,  on  the  withdrawal  of  its  loans,  win  be 
gbt^  and  heavy  only  in  case  its  management 
has  been  bad.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  ao- 
oording  to  the  ideas  conveyed  in  the  Hessage, 
that  the  bank  onght  to  have  made  no  loans  ex- 
cept to  individuus  who  were  AiU-handed  and 
always  ready  to  pay ;  and  that  they  should  not 
have  1>een  liberal  of  their  loans  in  any  portion 
of  the  country  where  money  was  scarce,  and 
the  bnmness  and  the  enterprise  of  the  people 
dependent  on  their  capital  to  put  it  in  motion. 
In  other  words,  it  were,  according  to  tbe  Hes- 

Xgood  management  to  loan  to  the  rich 
are  foil  of  capital,  and  can  always  pay,  and 
to  refuse  to  the  poorer  and  more  ent^rising 
sectiona  and  dUzens  of  our  country,  who  bor- 
row to  create  caidtal  fttnu  theprooeedaof  tiidr 
indusby,  nded  by  their  loans.  In  this  I  di^ 
from  the  Kesaage  to  the  whole  extent  This 
bank  was  little  needed  in  that  portion  of  oar 
country  where  capital  has  been  accumulating 
for  ages,  and  therefore  aboands.  It  was  not 
wanted  in  Boston— they  could  do  well  enough 
without  it  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Baltimore — but  in  the  West  the  youngs  ustors 
;  of  our  confederacy,  Ohio,  Kentooky,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  Ulasoori,  where  the  whole  wealth 
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of  the  people  has  sprang  from  small  savings  of 
the  inaaiti7  and  eat^prise  of  the  present  gen- 
eratioD,  who  tlttmsalres  entued  and  snojo- 
gated.  the  wilderneea^  wliioh  thej  have  covered 
with  ftiutfnl  fields  and  flonrishing  villages.  In 
these  seoUons  of  oar  conntrj,  capital — aocnmu- 
lated  capital— does  not,  and,  in  tne  very  nature 
of  things,  cannot  exist ;  and  there,  of  tUl  places 
else,  is  there  need  oC  capital  to  susttun  the  en- 
ten)riae  and  aid  the  industry  of  the  people. 

I  have  already  si^d  that  in  that  section  of  the 
Unioa  we  are  without  capital.  The  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  in  parsaing  its  own  interest, 
lias  done  what  motives  of  public  spirit  would 
have  pmnpted.  It  loaned  exten^vdy  where 
it  li>nad  capital  deficient,  and  the  meana  of  em- 
ploying it  abondant — and  at  this  time  we  have 
in  the  valley  of  the  Uissisuppl  thirty  milUooi 
of  its  funds  invested  and  employed. 

That  the  employment  of  that  fund  has 
brcHoght  with  it  public  improvement  and  general 
proapwity,  no  one  who  has  watched  the  progress 
of  that  section  of  the  Union  since  the  first  es- 
tabli^ment  of  the  branches  of  this  bank  within 
its  limits,  can  for  a  moment  doubt.  How  steady 
and  how  rapid  has  been  oar  advance,  by  the 
aid  of  this  institution,  and  other  concurring 
canaea,  from  a  state  of  financial  and  commercial 
depression,  to  one  ni  almost  unrivalled  pros- 
perity 1 

Bnt,  At,  the  aoene  is  now  to  be  chansed.  If 
the  days  of  this  institution  be  numbered,  every 
prinaple  of  aelf-proteotion  must  constrain  it  tA 
once  to  prepare  for  its  final  termination.  The 
capital  of  the  stockholders,  now  invested  in 
this  bank,  must  be  withdra^vn,  in  order  to  seek 
anotiier  investment  Those  who  have  its  direc- 
tion, mast,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  duty  to 
their  employers,  call  in  their  loans  and  issaes, 
and  prepare  for  its  final  withdrawal;  and  I 
now  ask  the  attentioa  of  the  Senate  to  its 
operation  upon  my  own  section  of  tiie  Unirai, 
not  with  tlw  hope  of  ohaudog  the  opinion^  or 
the  oooiw  of  any  portion  of  tut  ndnori^  who 
voted  orij^nally  against  the  bill,  and  withoat 
whose  ud  our  struggle  here  is  frutieaa  and  no- 
availing  ;  but  X  speak  that  my  own  may  be 
heard  beyond  these  walls  by  those  whom  I 
represent,  that  they  at  least  may  know  that  I 
have  not  been  blind  to  their  interert,  or  un- 
miodfol  of  my  duty  towards  them. 

Sir,  of  the  whole  thirty  millions  loaned  in  the 
Weatem  States,  hot  one  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars  are  owned  as  stock 
in  Uiat  aeetifm  of  the  ooontry.  All  besidea  of 
the  wluAb  tiurty  millions  most  be^  withiD  the 
ooming  five  years,  collected  and  withdrawn 
fhun  oar  oircnlatioQ.  Bntthisisnotall:  there 
are  owned  by  foreignerB  something  more  than 
eight  millions  of  the  stock  of  the  l>aDk.  This 
snm  can  find,  at  this  time,  no  other  safe  invest- 
ment in  onr  country.  That  e^ht  millions  most 
be  shipped  from  our  seaboard  in  gold  and  ail- 
ver  to  the  c^italists  of  Enrope. 

The  withdrawal  of  that  stun  from  the  actual 
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specie  capital  of  ourcouutrymustof  itself  cause 
a  sensible  pressure  in  the  money  market ;  and 
that  pressure,  thongfa  striking  first  on  the  com- 
mercial cities,  wiU  be  felt  throni^oat  the 
Union,  especially  in  the  West^  which  has 
always  muntiuned  with  them  a  constant  and 
close  connection  L  for,  Bir,  soarody  less  qnicklj 
do  the  nerves  in  the  animal  frame  carry  sensa- 
tiou  between  the  extremities  and  the  brain, 
their  common  oentre,  than  do  the  rapid  lines 
of  commercial  intercourse  bear  the  vibrations 
of  money  capital,  the  relation  of  demand  and 
sapply  in  the  commercial  world,  from  onr  cities, 
the  centre  and  emporiam  of  that  commerce,  to 
the  extreme  points  of  onr  Unicm.  What  man 
of  bnsineas  who  has  heard  of  a  sadden  oUom  on 
one  of  the  commercial  cities  for  a  few  mUtiona 
of  dollars,  bnt  has  felt  at  once  the  extended 

Eressnre  upon  the  remote  point  which  he  may 
ave  occupied?  The  transportation  of  this 
ei^ht  millions  of  specie,  if  it  stood  alone,  and 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  aid  ubl 
and  break  the  force  of  the  diock,  we  should 
feel,  and  sensibly  feel,  even  to  uie  ftrthest 
West 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  must,  ihea, 
withdraw  its  issues  and  call  in  its  loans,  or  as 
much  of  them  as  tile  amount  of  money  in  the 
country  will  meet  As  this  medium  disappears 
from  anKHigns,  the  vrc^ierty  of  every  Indmdnal 
— 4and,  booses,  stoekMhe  fruits  the  earth— 
the  labor  of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  and  all 
the  products  of  their  labor,  must  go  down,  al- 
most to  nothing :  still,  for  years,  this  debt  will 
press  heavier  and  heavier  upon  our  resources. 
The  man  who  owes  the  lumk  will  have  his 
debtors,  and  must  press  them  in  order  to  cast 
off  the  burden  from  himself.  Suits,  salM  of 
property  under  the  hammer  by  the  officers  of 
the  law,  come  next  in  the  progress  of  events — 
and  this,  iii.  not  npon  the  nch  and  pnrae-prond, 
the  monopolist  and  the  aristocratic  son  of  for- 
tune, to  whom  the  President  seems  to  think 
the  bank  is  alone  of  importanoe,  bat  npon  the 
indnatriouB  farmer  and  mechanic,  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  our  republic,  they  who  support  the 
Government  by  tiieir  honest  indnstry,  and 
whom  the  rulers  of  our  land  on^ht,  in  all  things, 
most  carefhlly  to  goard.  In  this  state  of  things 
the  iodnstrions  poor  would  be  in  effect  delivered 
over,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  the  voracious 
moneyed  speculator.  He  who  could  come  into 
the  country  in  the  midst  of  a  scene  like  that 
which  we  once  witnessed,  and  whicl^is  again 
at  hand,  armed  with  a  few  thonsauds  of  ready 
cash,  mi^t  if  he  had  the  hardness  of  heart  to 
do  it^  buy  himself  ft  dnkedmn  out  of  the  bnns 
of  our  industrioos  but  rained  yeomanry. 

Mr.  OuTToir  rose,  he  stdd,  for  the  purpose 
of  adding  to  what  had  been  snggested  by  gen- 
tlemen who  had  gone  b^ne  him  in  the  ^bate, 
his  own  views  of  the  trae  issue  tendered  by  the 
President  to  the  country  in  the  Message  onder 
connderatton.  It  was  not  merely  the  qneetifm 
whether  the  present  Bank  oi  the  Uuitea  States 
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^oald  be  reohartered,  but  whether  any  bank 
whatever  ahoiild  be  established  hy  the  (iovern- 
ment  after  the  expiration  of  the  aot  of  Oongreas 
inoonioratiiig  that  institaUon. 

ThU  Message  containa,  siUd  llr.  0.,  two  sen- 
tences which  I  will  venture  to  predict  will  be 
artfully  quoted  in  the  comiit^  contest,  to  prove 
the  very  reverse  of  the  positioa  which  I  have 
laid  down,  and  to  delade  the  people  who  are  to 
decide  this  question  as  to  the  real  opinions  of 
the  President  in  reference  to  the  whole  subject. 
We  shall  be  told,  dr.  that,  in  the  very  first  page 
of  thia  doeoment,  the  President  has  admitted 
ihat  "  8  Bank  of  the  ITaited  Btates  is,  in  many 
respects,  oonvoiient  for  the  Government,  and 
nsml  to  the  people ; "  and  that,  on  the  twelfth 
page  of  the  same  paper,  he  has  sud  "  that  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  competent  to  all  the 
duties  whidi  may  be  required  by  the  Govern- 
ment, might  be  so  organized  as  not  to  infringe 
on  our  own  delegated  powers,  or  the  reserved 
lights  of  the  States,  I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt'' 
Without  stopprag  to  inquire  for  what  purpose 
these  declarations  have  been  introdaced  into 
the  Kessage,  we  cannot  but  anticipate  the  naes 
to  be  made  of  them  hereafter ;  and  as  it  is  of 
importance  to  the  whole  countrr  that  no  false 
coloring  ^oald  be  given  to  the  Ezecative 
opinion,  by  the  use  of  these  isolated  passages, 
I  will  consume  bo  mnoh  of  yonr  thne  as  may  be 
necessary  to  dispel  the  illusion  they  are  ealon- 
l^;ed  to  create. 

I  repeat,  then,  sir,  that,  from  the  opinions  of. 
the  President,  as  fully  developed  in  this  paper, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  during  his  Admin- 
istration, and  while  these  sentiments  remained 
nnchan^d,  uiy  bank  whatever  can  be  estab- 
lished by  this  Government ;  and  to  show  it,  I 
will  content  myself  by  r^rring  to  a  few  para- 
graphs in  that  part  of  hia  aigument  which 
labors  to  prove  the  present  bank  charter  un- 
constitutional : 

"On  two  raljects  only  does  the  eooaUtuUon  rec- 
ognize in  CoDgress  the  power  to  grant  excIusiTe 
privileges  or  monopolies.  It  decUres  that  '  Con- 
gresa  wiaM  have  power  to  promote  the  progress  of 
science  and  uaeful  arts,  by  securing,  for  limited 
tuDCfl,  to  authors  and  inventors,  the  exclusive  right 
to  their  respective  writings  and  discoveries.'  Out 
of  this  express  d^mtion  of  power  have  grown  our 
laws  of  patents  ana  copyrights.  As  Uie  conatitn- 
tion  expressly  delegates  to  Congress  the  power  to 
grant  exclu^ve  privUeges,  in  these  cases,  as  the 
means  of  executing  the  substantive  power  'to  pro- 
mote the  f>rogres8  of  science  and  useflil  arts,'  it  is 
conustent  with  the  fiur  rules  of  constmctioo  to 
oonelnde  that  suob  a  power  was  not  btended  to  be 
granted  as  a  means  oi  aocomp'Jshing  any  other  end. 
On  every  other  subject  which  comes  within  the 
scope  of  congressionu  power,  there  is  an  ever-lir- 
ing  ^Bcretioo  in  the  use  of  proper  means,  which 
caunot  be  restricted  or  abolished  without  an  amend- 
ment of  the  coostitution.  Every  act  of  Congraaa, 
therefore,  which  attempts,  by  grants  of  monopohes, 
or  sale  of  exolu^ve  privileges  for  a  limited  time,  or 
a  time  without  limit,  to  restrict  or  extinguish  its 
own  discretion  in  the  choice  of  means  to  execute 
its  delegated  powers,  is  eqtdvalent  to  a  legisUtive 
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amendment  of  the  cons&tution,  and  palpably  no- 

constita^onnL" 

Here,  and  elsewhere  thioogfaont  tb«  dooa- 
ment,  the  grant  €i  a  ehaiter  to  in^TidBab  for 
banking  purposes  .is  doionnced  as  the  grant 
of  a  monopoly  ** — the  "  sale  of  ezelnMwe  privi- 
leges "—the  "  grant  exdndve  privileges  er 
monopolies,"  "^iuvalentto«l^ulativ«aiiMBd- 
ment  of  the  constitution,  and  palpaUy  npooasti- 
tutionaL"  If  a  grant  to  one  moorporaCed  earn- 
pany  be  a  monopoly,  we  must  also  oonaider  as 
monopolies  several  grants  to  several  snch  teat- 
panies.  Twenty  such  grante  to  twoity  tmA 
companies  are  as  much  sales  of  exclouve  privi- 
leges to  them,  as  that  which  is  the  pecnlisr  and 
present  sultjeot  of  the  Fresidmt's  animadw- 
sions.  This  objection,  &Ul  to  all  cbwtsn  hy 
which  private  in^vidaals  are  permitted  to  bold 
slock,  coald  be  obviated  wuy  hj  a  gnat  itf 
diarters  for  banking  pniposes  to  all  wbo 
them — a  mode  of  avoidii^  the  OMistitatioDil 
ot^eotionj  not  to  be  supposed  to  have  entend 
into  the  imaf^natioQ  of  him  who  informed  oa, 
in  his  Message  of  1829,  that  even  the  present 
bank  hiMl  entirely  failed  in  ^e  great  o^eet  of 
establishing  a  soand  and  nniform  curreoiey. 

What  manner  of  a  national  bank  is  that,  or, 
in  which  the  people  of  oar  ooontry  are  to  be 
prohibited  from  holding  stock  I  Another  im- 
portant feature  of  this  prtjeot  la  diacdosed  on  tiis 
ninth  page  of  the  Ueasage : 

"The  Government  is  the  only  *  proper*  jodje 
where  its  agents  should  reside  and  keep  their  n&eta, 
because  it  best  knows  where  their  presence  wiQ  be 
'necessary.'  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  'neoessaiy' 
or  'proper'  (that  It  Is  mwenstitadonal)  t*  Or 
thorue  the  bank  to  boate  branehes  where  it  piesMi 
to  perform  the  public  servloe,  withoot  coaiwUmg 
the  Government,  and  contrary  to  its  iriU." 

The  inference  is  then  distinctly  drawn,  that 
a  bank,  which  can  locate  branches  where  it 
pleases,  mast  be  a  bank  "  for  other  than  pQb&e 
purposes  " — or,  in  other  words,  that  the  pom 
to  establish  two  branches  in  any  State,  witb- 
out  the  injUDctioD  or  request  of  the  Govern- 
ment," is  unoomstitntional,  because  it  is  aot 
necessary  to  the  dne  ezeootiw  of  the  powos 
del^ated  to  Congress. 

I  put  it  solemnly^  now,  to  honorable  men  of 
all  parties  and  opmions,  to  be  answered  in  can- 
dor at  this  crisis  in  our  af^rs,  what  is  thii 
scheme,  this  only  constitationa]  scheme  of  a 
national  bankt  What  were  the  features  of 
tbat  bank,  tiian  which  there  is  no  other  which 
can  obtun  the  EzeoatiTB  sanction  t  It  i^  ni^ 
that  plan  of  a  Government  bank  which  has 
been  denounced  every  other  intelfigeBt  man, 
of  every  political  party,  In  every  part  of  the 
country.  No  one — ^QOt  ttie  most  zealous  poli^ 
ioal  partisan — not  even  a  ^gle  ribald  editor, 
seeking  office,  has  ever  yet  dared  to  stand  up  in 
the  face  of  the  country,  and  proclaim  the  opin 
iun  that  snch  a  bank  could  be  tolerated  in  a 
free  country.  Both  in  and  out  of  these  Halls 
such  a  scheme  has  been  ridiooled  b7  men  of  all 
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parties.  The  Committee  of  Wajs  anJ  Means 
of  the  other  Hoaee,  composed  of  hia  strongest 
political  frieads,  in  the  first  year  of  his  Adminis- 
tratioD,  ia  their  report  oo  this  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's  Meesage  of  1829,  speaking  of  the  **  oor- 
roptiog  inftneiiee  whidi  sooh  an  iutitntion 
would  enrdw  over  the  eleotioiu  of  the  oonn- 
declared  it  to  be  » irredstlble."  and  added, 
o  matter  bj  what  means  an  Administntion 
nUght  ^t  into  power,  with  saoh  a  trem^dons 
engine  in  their  hand^  it  woald  be  ahnost  im- 

{lossiblia  to  di8|>lace  tliem  without  some  miracn- 
ons  interpositioD  of  Providence." 

I  ask,  what  is  to  be  done  for  the  conntryf 
All  thinking  men  must  now  admit  th^  as  the 
present  bank  must  close  its  ooncenu  in  less 
than  foor  years,  the  pecuniary  dutresa,  the 
oonuneroial  embarrassments,  consequent  uppn 
its  destmcticD,  must  exceed  anj  thing  which 
has  ever  been  known  in  oar  history,  unless 
some  other  bank  caa  be  established  to  r^ere 
vm.  Kght  and  a  half  mfllions  of  tiis  bonk 
oq[)ital,  beloDsing'to  foreigner^  most  be  drawn 
from  ns  to  Europe.  Seven  millions  of  the 
oapttal  must  be  paid  to  the  Government,  not  to 
be  kMaed  agun,  but  to  remain,  as  the  President 
proposes,  deposited  in  a  branch  of  Uie  TreasQ' 
17,  to  check  the  issues  of  the  local  banks,  llie 
fmrnense  avulable  resources  of  the  present 
institation,  amounting,  as  appears  by  the  report 
in  the  other  House,  to  183,057,468,  are  to  be 
used  for  banking  no  longer,  and  nearly  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars  in  notes  discounted,  on  per- 
sonal and  other  seoority,  most  be  paid  to  the 
bonk.  The  State  banks  most  pi^  over  all  their 
debts  to  the  expiring  institatlon,  aod  eurt^ 
tiieir  diaoonnts  to  do  so,  or  reaort,  for  the  rdief 
of  Iheir  debtors,  to  the  old  plan  of  emitting 
more  paper,  to  be  bought  up  by  speculators  at  a 
heavy  discount  Theprediction  of  Mr.  Lowndes' 
in  1619  must  be  falfiUed,  "That  the  de- 
Btmction  of  the  United  States  Bank  would  be 
followed  by  the  establishment  of  paper  money, 
he  firmly  believed  •  he  might  also  say  he  knew. 
It  was  an  extremity,  he  said,  from  which  the 
House  would  recoil"  The  farmer  most  again 
sell  his  grain  to  the  eonntry  merchant  for  State 
bank  pt4>er  at  a  discount  of  from  ten  to  twenty, 
or  even  thirty  per  oent.  in  the  nesrest  oonflner- 
dal  dty.  The  merchant  must  receive  from  tiie 
fiumer  the  same  p^>er  in  exchange  for  all  the 
merchandise  he  oonsomes.  The  merchant  with 
his  money  must  purchase  other  merchandise  in 
the  cities,  and  must  often  sell  it,  at  an  advance 
on  that  price,  to  the  farmer,  of  twenty  per  cent 
to  save  fdmself  fi'om  loss. 

The  depreciation  of  tiie  paper  thus  operates 
as  a  tax  on  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  and  all 
tiie  consumers  of  merchandise,  to  its  whole 
amount  The  loss  of  confidence  among  men, 
the  total  derangement  of  that  admirable  system 
of  exchanges  which  is  now  acknowledged  to  be 
better  than  exists  in  any  other  country  on  the 
globe,  overtradii^  and  weoi^atioa  on  false  capi- 
tal in  eveiy-  part  of  the  oonutry,  that  rapid 
fiuotootion  m  the  standard  of  value  for  monic/. 
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Thdbbdat,  July  13. 
7%eBanh  Veto. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  conraderatiim 
of  the  veto  Message  of  the  President, 

Mr.  Ola.t  rose.  He  sud  he  had  some  obser- 
vations to  submit  on  this  question,  which  he 
would  not  trespass  on  the  Senate  in  offering, 
but  that  it  had  some  command  of  leisure,  u 
consequence  of  the  conference  whicdi  had  ben 
agreed  upon  in  respect  to  the  taiiS. 

-A  bill  to  recharter  the  bank  had  ToeeaOj 
passed  Oongress,  after  mnoh  ddiberation.  In. 
this  body,  we  know  that  there  are  members 
enough,  who  entertun  no  constitutional  scruples, 
to  make,  with  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was 

Sissed,  a  majority  of  two-thirds.  In  the 
ouse  of  Bepresentatives,  also,  it  is  believed 
there  is  a  like  m^ority  in  favor  of  the  bilL 
Notwithstanding  this  state  of  things,  the  Pred- 
dent  has  itjeoted  the  bill,  and  transmitted  to 
the  Senate  an  elaborate  Message,  c<unmunioating 
at  large  his  objfiotions.  The  constitution  re- 
quires that  we  should  reiConsider  the  bill,  and 
that  the  qnestioD  of  its  passage,  the  Prd^dent'a 
objections  notwithstanding,  wall  be  tak^n  by 
yeas  and  nays.  Bespeot  to  faun,  as  well  as  thie 
ii^nnetaonv  of  the  constitntion,  reqnire  &at 
we  should  deliberatdy  exsmihe  hia  reasons,  ud 
reconsider  the  queation. 

The  veto  is  an  extraordinary  power,  which, 
thongh  tolerated  by  the  oonstitntion,  was  not 
expected  by  the  convention  to  be  osed  in  ordi- 
nary cases.  It  was  designed  for  instances  of 
precipitate  legidation,  in  unguarded  moments. 
Thus  restricts,  and  it  had  been  thus  restricted 
by  all  former  Presidents,  it  might  not  be  mis- 
chievous. During  Mr.  Madison's  Administratimi 
of  eight  years,  there  had  oooorred  but  two  or 
three  cases  of  its  enrdse.  Daring  the  last 
Administration,  I  do  not  now  recollect  that  it 
was  once.  In  a  period  little  iq^warda  of  three 
years,  the  present  Ohief  Ma^atrate  has  em- 
ploy^ the  veto  four  times.  We  now  hear 
quite  frequently,  in  the  progress  of  measures 
ULroQgh  Oongress,  tiie  shUemeot  that  the  Preel- 
dent  will  veto  tiiem,  niged  as  an  olfaction  to 
their  passage. 

The  veto  is  hardly  reconcilable  with  the  gen- 
ius of  representative  Gloveroment  It  is  totally 
irreconcilable  with  it,  if  it  is  to  be  frequently 
employed,  in  respect  to  the  expediency  of  meas- 
ures, as  well  as  their  constitutionality.  It  is  a 
feature  of  our  Government  borrowed  from  a 
prerogative  of  tlie  British  King.  And  it  ia 
remarkable  that  in  Enj^iand  it  has  grows  obso* 
lete^  not  having  been  used  fiv  upwards  of  a 
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which,  like  the  unseen  pestilence,  withers  all 
the  efiiorte  of  industry,  wnile  the  sufferer  ia  in 
utter  ignorance  of  the  cause  of  his  destruction ; 
bankruptcies  and  rain,  at  the  anticipation  of 
which  the  heart  sickens,  must  follow  in  the  long 
train  of  evils  which  are  assuredly  before  as. 
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century.  At  the  commenoemeDt  of  the  French 
revolnnMi,  in  dlscnasing  the  principles  of  their 
oonstitation,  in  the  NaUonal  CooTention,  the 
veto  held  a  conqiioDoas  figure.  The  gay,  Unf^h- 
ing  popolaUtui  oT  Paris  bestowed  on  the  King 
the  appellation  of  Koaiieur  Yeto^  and  the 
Queen  that  of  Vadame  Veto.  Tha  oonveatim 
fioa^  decreed  tiiat  If  a  meamra  rejected  bj 
the  Knc  should  obt^  the  sanoticn  m  the  two 
oononmn^  Legistatares,  it  should  be  a  law,  not- 
withstanding the  veto.  la  the  oonstitation  of 
Eentuoky,  and  perhaps  in  some  of  the  State 
constitutions,  it  is  provided  that  ailer  the  re- 
jection of  a  bill  by  the  Governor,  it  shall  be 
paused  by  a  majoritr  of  all  the  members  elected 
to  both  Houses,  it  wall  become  a  law,  notwith- 
standing the  Qovemor^s  ol^ectioos.  As  a  co- 
ordinate branch  of  the  OoTemmeut,  the'Chief 
Vagistrate  has  great  weight  If,  after  a  respeot- 
fol  oiHi^der^on  of  his  objections  urged  af^nat 
a  bin,  a  majority  of  all  the  members  deotod  to 
the  Le^alature  shall  still  pass  it,  notwitiutand* 
Ing  hia  officlsl  influenea  and  the  force  of  his 
Teaacms,  ou^t  it  not  to  beoome  a  law  1  Ought 
the  opinion  of  one  man  to  oremile  that  of  a 
krisladve  body  twice  ddiberately  expressed  t 

It  cannot  I>e  imagined  that  toe  convention 
contemplated  the  application  of  the  veto  to  a 
qaeetion  which  has  been  so  long,  so  often,  and 
BO  thoroughly  scrotisized,  as  that  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  by  every  department  of 
the  Government,  in  almost  every  stu;e  of  its 
existenoe,  and  by  tha  people,  and  by  the  State 
Legislafnres.  Of  all  the  controverted  questions 
which  have  sprung  np  under  our  Goremment, 
not  one  has  beui  so  rally  invoitigated  as  that  of 
its  power  to  establish  a  Bank  of  the  United 
Btatoa,  Hore  than  seventeen  years  ago,  in 
January,  1815,  Mr.  Madison  then  said  in  a  Mes- 
BBge  to  tAe  Senate  of  the  United  States:  ^'Waiv- 
ing  the  quMtion  oi  the  constitntkmal  authority 
of  the  Legtdatnre  to  establish  an  incorporated 
bank,  as  being  precluded,  in  my  judgment,  by 
repeated  reoognitioos,  nnder  varied  lurcnm- 
Btanoes,  of  the  validity  of  such  an  institntion,  in 
acts  of  the  le^slative,  executive,  and  judicial 
branches  of  the  Government,  aocompuiied  by 
Indioations,  in  diffiuvnt  modes,  of  a  ooncnr- 
rence  cf  the  goieral  will  of  the  nation."  Mr. 
Madison,  hinualf  opposed  to  tb«  first  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  ywded  his  own  conviotions 
to  those  oi  the  nation,  and  all  the  d^>artm«it8 
of  the  Gomnmeait  thos  often  expressed.  Sub- 
sequent to  this  tnie,  bat  strong  statement  of  the 
case,  Uie  present  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  established,  and  namerons  other  acts  of  all 
the  departments  of  the  Government,  manifest- 
ing their  settled  sense  of  the  power,  have  beea 
amted  to  those  which  existed  prior  to  the  date 
of  Mr.  Madison's  Message. 

No  qnestion  has  been  more  generslly  dis- 
onssed,  within  the  last  two  years,  by  the  people 
at  large,  and  in  State  Legislatnres,  than  that  of 
the  bank ;  «nd  this  codsideraUon  of  it  has 
been  prompted  by  tlio  Prendent  himself.  In 
Us  -first  Mouage  to  Oongreafli  0n  Decemlur, 
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1829.)  he  broaffht  the  subject  to  the  view  of 
that  body  and  the  nation,  and  expressly  declared 
that  it  oonld  not,  for  the  interests  of  all  con- 
cerned, be  "  too  soon  "  settled.  In  each  of  his 
aubseqaent  annoal  Messages,  in  1829  and  in 
1881,  he  again  invited  tha  attention  of  Congreaa 
to  the  sutjeot.  Thus,  after  an  intenral  oX  two 
years,  and  after  the  interveotion  ot  the  election 
of  a  new  Gtmgress,  the  Frerident  deliberately 
renews  his  recommendation  to  connder  the 
question  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  tho 
Bank  of  tiie  United  States.  And  yet  his  friends 
now  declare  the  agitation  of  the  question  to  be 
premature  I  It  was  not  premature  in  1829  to 
present  the  question,  but  it  is  |a«matare  in 
1882  to  oonMder  and  dedde  it  1 

After  the  President  had  directed  public  atten- 
tion to  this  question,  it  becjune  not  only  a  topic 
of  popular  conversation,  bat  was  discussed  in 
the  press,  wd  employed  as  a  theme  in  popolar 
alectiona.  I  was  myself  interrogated  on  mcwe 
occanons  than  one,  to  make  a  jfub&c  expreancn 
<rf  my  sentiniaits;  and  a  friend  of  mine,  in 
Koitacky,  a  candidate  for  tbe  State  Legislatiire, 
told  me.  near  two  years  ago,  tiiat  he  was  snr- 
prised,  m  an  ciman  part  m  his  country,  (the 
hills  of  Benson,)  where  there  was  but  little 
occasion  for  banks,  to  find  himself  questioned 
on  the  stump  as  to  the  reoharter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  It  seemed  as  if  a  aoH  of 
general  order  had  gone  out  from  head-quarters 
to  the  partisans  of  the  Adininlstratioo  every- 
where, to  u^tate  and  make  tbe  most  of  the 
qnestion.  Xbey  have  done  so :  and  their  con- 
dition now  reminds  me  of  the  fable  invented 
by  Dr.  EVanklin  of  the  Ea^e  and  the  Gat,  to 
demoOBtrate  tiiat  JSoop  mA  not  exhausted 
invention,  in  the  construction  of  hismemwable 
fables.  The  ea^le,  you  know,  Mr.  Preudent, 
pounced,  frtHn  his  l<^y  fli^t  in  tbe  air,  upon 
a  cat,  taking  it  to  be  a  pig.  Having  home  off 
his  prize,  he  quickly  fut  most  painfully  tbo 
paws  of  the  cat  tlirust  deeply  into  his  ndea 
and  body.  Whilst  flying,  he  held  a  parley  with 
the  supposed  pig,  and  proposed  to  let  go  his  hold, 
if  the  other  would  let  him  alone.  Ko,  saya 
puss,  you  brouffbt  me  from  y(mder  earth  below, 
and  I  will  hold  fast  to  yoo  until  you  carry  me 
badi ;  a  oonditim  to  wfaioh  the  ea^  reaimy 
assented. 

The  friends  of  the  Preudent,  who  have  been 
for  near  three  years  agitating  this  question,  now 
turn  round  upon  their  op^onwts  who  have 
supposed  the  President  quite  serious  and  in 
earnest,  in  presenting  it  for  public  cimridtfaiion, 
and  charge  them  with  prematurdy  agitatingit. 
And  that  for  electioneering  porposesl  The 
otiier  side  undenttands  perfectiy  the  policy  of 
preferring  an  ui^ust  charge  in  order  to  avoid  m 
well-founded  oocasatiun. 

If  there  be  an  electioneering  motive  in  tha 
matter,  who  have  been  actuated  by  it  f  Those 
who  have  taken  the  Preudent  at  hia  word,  and 
deliberated  on  a  measure  which  he  has  re- 
peatedly recommended  to  their  «Hinderatio&  ; 
or  those  who  have  resorted  to  all  atwta  of 
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means  to  elude  the  qaeatiAo  t  Bj  altematelj 
coaxing  aad  threatening  the  bank ;  hj  an  ex- 
traordioary  inveetigatioQ  iuto  the  adininistralioQ 
of  the  bank ;  and  oy  everj  species  of  postpone- 
ment and  proorasfinatioii,  during  the  progress 
of  the  bill 

Notwithstanding  all  these  dilatory  expedients, 
a  majority  of  Congress,  prompted  hj  the  will 
aad  the  best  interests  of  the  nation,  passed  the 
Mil.  And  I  shall  nov  proceed,  with  great 
reqwct  and  deference,  to  examine  some  of  the 
ol^eetions  to  its  becoming  a  law,  oontained  in 
fhe  FrflsidentV  Kessage,  avol^ng,  as  mnoh  as  I 
can,  a  repetition  of  what  gentlemra  have  said 
who  preceded  me. 

The  President  thinks  that  the  precedents, 
drawn  from  the  proceedings  of  Oongress,  as  to 
the  oonstitntional  power  to  establish  a  bank, 
are  nentralized,  hj  there  being  two  for,  and 
two  ag»nst  the  anthority.  He  snpposes  that 
one  Oongress  in  1811,  and  another  In  1816, 
decided  against  the  power.  Let  ns  examine 
both  of  these  cases.  The  House  of  Bepresent- 
atirea,  in  1811,  passed  the  bill  to  recharter  the 
bank,  snd  eonaeqnently  affirmed  the  power. 
The  Senate  during  tlie  same  year  were  divided, 
17  and  17,  and  Ow  Yioe  Freeodent  gare  the 
oaatiDg  Tote.  Of  the  seventeen  who  voted 
ag^nst  tbe  ban,  we  know^  from  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Suith,) 
now  present,  that  he  entertained  no  doubt 
whatever  of  the  constitational  power  of  Con- 
gress to  establish  a  bank,  and  that  he  voted  on 
totally  distinct  gronnd.  Taking  away  his  vote, 
&nd  adding  it  to  the  17  who  voted  for  the  bank, 
the  nnmber  would  have  stood  18  for,  and  16 
agtunst  the  power.  Bnt  we  know,  fbrther,  that 
Mr.  Gaillard,  Mr.  Anderson,  and  Mr.  Bobinson, 
made  a  part  of  that  16:  and  that  in  1816  all 
three  of  them  voted  for  the  bank.  Take  those 
three  votes  from  the  16,  and  add  tiwm  to  the 
18,  and  the  vote  of  1811,  aa  to  the  qnestion  of 
the  oonstitntional  power,  woold  have  been  31 
«nd  18.  And  of  these  thirteen,  there  n^ht 
have  been  others  still  who  were  not  governed  in 
their  votes  by  any  donbts  of  the  power. 

In  regard  to  the  Congress  of  1816,  so  far  from 
their  having  entertained  any  scruples  in  respect 
to  Uie  power  to  establish  a  bank,  they  actually 
passed  a  bank  bilL  and  thereby  affirmed  the 
power.  It  ia  true  that,  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
(ICr.  Ghevea,)  they  rejected  another  bank  hilt, 
not  on  gronnds  of  want  of  power,  bnt  upon 
oonaiderstions  (tf  eaEpedieooy  m  the  pardonlar 
a^amctnre  of  tiiat  bank. 

Both  the  adverse  precedents,  therefore,  relied 
upon  in  the  Message,  operate  direcUy  ag^nst 
the  arj[nmeat  whi<^  they  were  bronght  fbrward 
to  maintain.  Congress,  by  various  other  acts, 
in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
has  again  and  again  sanctioned  the  power. 
And  I  believe  it  may  be  truly  affirmed  that, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Grovemment  to 
this  day,  there  has  not  been  a  Oongress  opposed 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statee  upon  the 
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distinct  ground  of  a  want  of  poww  to  estab- 
lish it. 

And  here,  Mr.  Preddent,  I  mnst  request  the 
indnlgence  of  the  Senate,  whilst  I  cvpresa  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  myself. 

I  voted  in  1811,  against  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  I  delivered  on  tbe  occasion  a 
speech,  in  which,  among  other  reasons,  I 
assigned  that  of  ita  being  unconstitutional. 
My  speech  has  been  read  to  the  Senate  during 
the  progress  of  this  bill,  but  the  reading  of  it 
exdted  no  other  re^et  tbui  that  it  was  read  in 
BOoh  a  wretched,  bungling,  manglmg  manner.. 
Daring  a  long  public  liie,  (Imention  the  fact  not 
as  daiming  any  merit  for  it,)  the  only  great  ques- 
tion in  wbttdi  I  have  ever  changed  my  oplnioB,  ia 
that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  t^e 
researches  of  the  Senator  bad  carried  him  a  little 
further,  he  would,  by  tornlug  over  a  few  more 
leaves  of  the  same  book  from  which  he  read  my 
speech,  have  found  that  which  I  made  in  1816, 
in  support  of  the  present  bank.  By  the  reasons  '. 
assigned  in  it  for  the  change  of  my  opinion,  I 
am  ready  to  abide  in  the  judgment  of  the 
present  ^neration  and  of  posterity.  In  ISltt, 
being  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepreaentatives. 
it  was  perfectly  ih  my  power  to  have  sua 
nothing  and  done  nothing,  and  ^us  have  con- 
cealed the  change  ot  opinion  which  my  mind 
had  undergone.  Bst  I  did  not  choose  to  remain 
silent  and  escape  responsibility.  I  chose  pub- 
licly to  avow  my  actual  conversion.  The  war, 
and  the  fatal  experience  of  its  disastrous  events, 
had  changed  me.  Mr.  Madison,  Governor  Fleas- 
ants,  and  almost  all  the  public  men  around  me, 
my  political  friends,  had  changed  their  opinions 
from  the  same  causes. 

The  power  to  establish  a  bank  is  deduoed 
from  that  clause  of  the  constitation  which 
confers  on  Congress  all  powers  neoeasary  and 
proper  to  carry  into  dfoot  the  enumerated 
powers.  In  1811, 1  believed  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States  not  necessary,  and  that  a  sofo 
reliance  might  be  placed  on  the  local  banks, 
in  the  administration  of  the  fiscal  affUrs  ct  the 
Government.  The  war  tanght  us  many  lessons ; 
and,  among  others,  demonstrated  the  necessity 
of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  tiie  suooesefnl 
operations  of  the  Government.  I  will  not 
trouble  the  Senate  with  a  pemsal  oSmj  speech 
in  1616,  but  ask  its  permudon  to  read  a  few 
extracts : 

*'  But  how  stood  the  case  in  1818,  when  he  was 
called  upon  again  to  examine  the  powers  of  the 
Oenetal  Oovemment  to  iocorpoimte  a  naUonal 
bank  ?   A  total  change  of  dieoinataoees  wu  pn> 

sented — ereuta  of  the  utmost  magnitude  had  ioitet^ 
vened. 

"  A  general  fluspenBion  of  specie  papaeuts  had 
taken  place,  and  this  bad  led  to  a  train  of  conse- 
queaces  of  the  most  alarmiag  nature.  He  beheld, 
dispersed  over  the  immense  extent  of  the  United 
States,  about  three  hundred  banking  institndons, 
enjoying,  la  dJlTereDt  degrees,  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  shaken  as  to  them  all,  under  no  direct  con- 
trol of  the  General  Government,  and  subject  to  no 
actual  lespou^iili^  to  the  StMleaiiaoritiea  Thesa 
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fawtitntioiu  wera  emittiDg  the  kctosl  coireDcy  of  the 
TTnited  States — ■  currenc;  consisting  of  paper,  os 
which  they  oeilher  paid  interest  nor  principal, 
whilst  it  was  exchanged  for  the  paper  of  the  com- 
manity,  on  which  both  were  paid.  We  saw  these 
faMtiniikMU,  tn  Act,  fixerciaiDC  what  had  been  «m- 
rideied,  at  all  tieiM^  and  In  afi  oonntrie*,  one  of  the 
^hest  attribotea  of  aorereigntj — the  regnlation 
of  the  current  mediom  of  the  conntr;.  They  were 
no  longer  competent  to  aaost  the  Treasury  in  either 
of  the  great  operations  of  collection,  deposit,  or 
distribution  of  the  public  reTeonea.  la  ftct,  the 
paper  which  they  onutted,  and  whldi  the  IVeasuiy, 
mm  the  fbree  of  eventB,  fottnd  itMlf  oniitialDed  to 
receive,  was  constantly  obstraeting  the  operations 
of  that  department ;  for  it  would  accumulate  where 
h  was  not  wanted,  and  could  not  be  used  where  it 
was  wanted,  for  the  purposes  of  Gorenunent,  with- 
out a  ruinous  and  arbitrary  brokerage.  Erery  man 
who  paid  to  or  received  from  the  Goremmeot,  paid 
orreceived  a^  much  less  than  he  ought  to  hare  done, 
as  was  the  dilEereDce  between  the  medium  in  which 
the  payment  was  effected  and  specie.  Taxee  were 
no  longer  uniform.  In  New  EngUnd,  where  specie 
payments  bad  not  been  suspended,  the  people  were 
called  upon  to  pay  larger  contributions  than  where 
they  were  suspended.  In  Kentacky  as  much  more 
was  paid  by  the  people  in  their  taxes,  than  was 
paid,  for  example,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  KenCnohy 
paper  was  worth  more  than  Ohio  paper.   •  •  • 

Considering,  then,  that  tiie  state  of  the  cnrren* 
ejiwas  such  that  no  thinking  man  could  contemplate 
it  without  the  moat  serious  alarm ;  that  it  threat- 
ened general  distress,  if  it  did  not  nltimately  lead 
to  ooDToUon  and  subvetrim  the  Qoremment,  it 
upeared  to  him  to  be  the  duty  of  Conare«  to  wf- 
luy  a  remedy,  if  a  remedy  could  be  densed.  A  na- 
tional bank,  with  other  auxiliary  measures,  was  pro- 
posed as  that'  remedy.  Ur,  Cur  said  he  de- 
tennined  to  examine  the  question  with  as  little 
jmjudioe  as  possible  arising  fh)m  bis  former  opin- 
ion ;  he  knew  that  the  safest  course  to  him,  If  he 
pursued  a  cold,  calculating  prudence,  was  to  adhere 
to  that  oi^nloti,  right  or  wrong.  He  was  perfectly 
■ware  that  if  he  changed,  or  seemed  to  chuige  it, 
he  shonld  expose  himself  to  some  censure ;  but, 
looking  at  the  subject  with  the  light  shed  upon  it  by 
events  happening  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  he  could  no  longer  doubt.  *  *  *  He 
preferred,  to  the  suggestions  of  the  pride  of  con- 
sistency, the  erident  interests  of  the  community, 
and  detnnUued  to  tfarow-himsdf  aptn  thdr  Juatioe 
and  candor." 
t 

The  interest  which  foreigners  hold  in  the 
exietiag  Bank  of  the  Unit^  Statu  is  dwelt 
opOD  in  the  UesMge  as  a  serions  ol^eoticm  to  the 
reobarter.  Bnt  this  interest  ia  the  resaU  of  the 
asaienable  nature  <tf  the  stock ;  and  if  the  ob- 
jectioa  be  weU  fimnded,  it  applies  to  Got- 
ermneat  stocl^  to  the  stock  in  local  banks,  in 
owial  and  other  companies,  created  for  internal 
improrements,  and  every  species  of  money  or 
movables  in  which  foreigners  may  acquire  an 
interest.  The  assignable  character  of  the  stock 
is  a_  quality  conferred,  not  for  the  benefit  of 
foreigners,  bnt  for  that  of  our  own  citizens. 
And  the  fact  of  its  being  transferred  to  them  is 
the  effect  of  the  balance  ctf  trade  being  against 
w— an  eril,  tf  It  be  one,  which  the  Amorioan 


system  will  oorreet.  All  Govemroenta ' 
capital  resort  to  fisreign  natirau  posooariog  it  m 
SQperabnndance,  to  obtun  it.  Scno^imeB  the 
resort  is  even  made  by  one  to  anoihw  belli- 
gerent nation.  Dnring  oor  rerohitiooary  war 
we  obtained  foreign  capital  (Datoh  and  Freodi) 
to  aid  us.  Dnring  the  late  war  Amerioas  stock 
was  sent  to  Enrope  to  sell ;  and,  if  I  am  not 
misinformed,  to  Liverpool.  The  qoeetioa  does 
not  depend  npon  the  ]^oe  whence  the  fl^ttal  m 
obtuned,  but  the  advaotageona  nae  of  it.  Hn 
oonfidmoe  of  fbrngnen  in  oor  atoeto  la  s  proof 
of  the  BoliAtj  ^  onr  credit  Forrigum  nave 
no  vcrioe  in  the  administrati<m  of  this  bank; 
and  if  they  buy  its  stock,  they  are  obliged  te 
snbmit  to  oitizena  of  the  United  States  to 
manage  it.  The  Senator  from  Teoneasee  (Mr. 
Whitb)  asks  what  would  hare  been  the  otuidi- 
tioo  of  this  country,  if,  dnring  the  late  war,  this 
bank  had  existed,  with  sodi  an  interest  in  it  at 
foreigners  now  h(dd?  I  will  tell  him.  We 
shoold  have  avoided  many  of  the  diaastos  of 
thi^  war ;  perhaps  those  of  Detrrat,  aod  at 
this  place.  The  Uovemment  would  have  pos- 
sessed amide  means  for  its  -ngorona  praeein- 
tioD ;  and  the  intereat  <tf  fimlgners  (%itidi 
sobjeota  espedally)  woold  have  operated  i^oa 
them,  not  npon  as.  Will  it  noy>e  a  aerioai  ev9 
to  be  obliged  to  ren^  in  q>eae  to  forngners 
the  «ght  millions  which  they  now  have  in  tfaii 
bank,  instead  of  retaining  that  capital  wttfaia 
the  conntay  to  etimnlate  its  indnstiy  and  entei^ 
prise! 

The  President  asrigns  in  his  Message  a  coo- 
spicnons  place  to  the  alleged  it^nrious  operatioo 
of  the  bank  on  the  interests  cS  the  western 
pe<9le.  They  ought  to  be  much  indebted  te 
him  for  bis  kindness  manifested  towards  tbem ; 
altboogh  I  think  they  have  mndireaaontod^ 
reoate  it.  Hie  people  of  all  the  Veafc  owes* 
this  bank  about  Amy  mUlicms  whidi  bavt 
been  bortowed  from  it;  and  the  PremdeBt 
thii^  that  the  payments  for  the  interest,  and 
other  facilities  which  they  derive  fitm  tht 
operation  of  tiiis  bank,  are  so  oneroos  aa  to 
produce  "  a  drain  of  their  currency,  whidi  no 
country  can  bear  without  inoonvenioioe  and 
occasional  distresB."  His  remedy  is  to  oompd 
them  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  debt  whidi  they 
have  contracted  in  a  period  short  of  four  years. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  if  they  cannot  pay  the  in- 
terest without  distress,  how  are  they  to  p«y 
the  principal  ?  If  they  cannotpay  a  par^  bow 
are  they  to  pay  the  whole  ?  whoOer  the  pig- 
ment of  the  interest  be  or  be  not  a  bndaa  te 
them,  is  a  questiim  for  thttnsdTea  to  decide^ 
re?pwting  w  nich  they  might  be  diqioeed  to  dis- 
pense wiui  the  kindnees  St  the  Prendent  It 
mstead  of  borrowing  thirty  mQlions  from  the 
bank,  they  had  borrowed  a  like  sum  from  a 
Girard,  Jbbu  Jacob  Astor,  or  any  other  banker, 
what  would  they  think  of  one  who  shoold  coma 
to  them  and  say — Gentlemen  of  the  West,  it 
will  ruin  yon  to  pay  the  interest  on  that  debt, 
and  tber^ore  I  will  oblige  yon  to  p^  the  whole 
tit  the^iudpal  hi  less  thanfoor  jean."  WooM 
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th^  not  reply — "  We  knov  what  ve  are  aboat ; 
mind  Tonr  ow^n  business ;  ve  are  Mttlefled  that 
in  ours  we  can  make  not  0DI7  the  interest  on 
what  we  loan,  bat  a  fair  profit  beaide." 

A  great  mistake  exists  about  the  Western 

r ration  of  the  bank.  It  is  not  the  bank,  bat 
bosnesB,  the  oommeroe  of  the  West,  and  the 
optenttionB  GoTemmeat,  that  ocoanon  the 
transfer  annaally  of  money  from  the  West  to 
the  Atlantio  States.  What  is  the  aotaal  coarse 
of  thin^  f  The  bnrineas  and  oommeroe  of  the 
West  an  carried  on  with  New  Orleans,  with 
the  Sovtiiem  and  Bonthweatorn  States,  and 
wiQi  the  Atiiantio  cities.  We  transport  onr 
dead  or  Inanimate  prodnoe  to  New  Orleans,  ud 
receive  in  return  cbecka  or  drafts  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  at  a  premium  of  a  half 
per  cent.  We  send  hj  onr  drovers,  oar  live 
stock  to  the  South  and  Soatbwest,  and  receive 
similar  checks  in  return.  With  these  drafts  or 
checks  onr  merchants  proceed  to  the  Atlantio 
oitiea,  and  purchase  domestio  or  foreign  goods 
for  Western  consumption.  The  lead  and  fur 
trade  with  Missouri  and  Illinois  is  also  carried 
on  prineipally  throogb  the  agencj  of  the  Bank 
of  tiie  United  States.  The  Government  also 
tnioBfyin  to  plaoes  where  it  Is  wanted,  throngh 
that  bank,  the  soms  aoeamnltfed  at  the  diflbrent 
Vttd  (Man  for  pnrchaaes  of  the  public  lands. 

Now,  dl  these  nried  operations  must  go  on 
— all  these  remittances  must  be  made,  Bank  of 
the  United  States  or  no  bank.  The  bank  does 
not  create,  but  it  facilitates  tiiem.  The  bank  is 
a  mere  vehicle,  just  as  much  so  aa  the  steam- 
boat is  the  vehicle  which  transports  our  prod- 
uce to  the  great  mart  of  New  Orleans,  and 
not  the  grower  of  that  produce.  It  is  to  con- 
found cause  and  effect,  to  attribute  to  the 
bank  the  transfer  of  money  from  tiie  West  to  the 
East  Annihilate  the  bank  to-mtHTow,  and 
similar  tramfars  of  capital,  the  same  description 
peeunlarj  operaticms,  most  be  oontinaed ; 
not  so  well,  it  ia  true,  but  performed  th^  mast 
be,  ill  or  well,  under  any  state  of  cironm- 
fltancea. 

The  trae  qaestions  are,  how  are  they  now 
performed  I  how  were  they  condacted  prior 
to  the  existence  of  the  bank?  how  would 
they  be  after  it  oeaaed  I  I  oau  tell  you  what 
was  our  oondition  before  the  bank  was  eatab- 
liahed ;  and,  as  I  reason  from  past  to  fature 
experience,  ander  analogous  oiroumstances,  I 
can  ventnre  to  predict  what  it  will  probably  be 
without  the  bank. 

Before  the  eaUblishment  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  exobange  business  of  the 
West  was  earned  on  by  a  premium,  which  was 
gmerally  pud  on  all  remittanoes  to  the  East  oi 
two  and  aWf  per  cent.  The  ajsr^te  amount 
of  all  remittances,  throu^ont  ue  whole  circle 
of  the  year,  was  very  great ;  and,  instead  of  the 
Bum  then  paid,  we  now  pay  half  per  cent,  or 
nothing,  if  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  be  used.  Prior  to  the  bank  we  were 
without  the  capital  of  the  thirty  millions  which 
that  iiutitiitim  now  auppliet^  stimulating  onr 


indnstry  and  invigorating  onr  enterprise.  In 
Kentuoky  we  have  no  qieoie  paying  bank, 
scarcely  any  oarreii«y  other  than  that  of  paper 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 

branches. 

How  is  the  West  to  pay  this  enormous  debt 
of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  ?  It  is  impossible. 
It  cannot  be  done.  General  distress,  certain, 
wide-spread,  inevitable  min,  must  be  the  conse- 
quences of  an  attempt  to  enforce  the  payment. 
Depression  in  the  value  of  all  property,  sherifb* 
sales  and  saorifices— bankmj^,  must  neoee- 
sarily  ensue ;  and,  with  them,  relief  laws, ; 
money,  a  prostration  of  tiie  oonrts  of , 
evils  from  which  we  have  just  eme^ed,  mm 
again,  with  all  their  trtan  of  afflictions,  revint 
onr  country.  But  it  is  argued  by  the  gentio- 
man  fVom  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Whits,)  that  similar 
predictions  were  made,  without  being  realized. 
fVom  the  downfall  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  It  is,  however,  to  be  recollected  that 
the  pld  bank  did  not  possess  one-third  of  the 
capital  of  the  present ;  that  It  had  but  one  o£9ce 
west  of  the  raonntaina,  whilst  the  present  has 
nine ;  and  that  it  bad  little  or  no  debt  dne  to 
it  in  that  quarter,  whilst  the  present  bank  has 
thirty  miUiona.  The  war,  too,  which  shortly 
fbllowed  the  down&ll  of  the  ota  bank,  and  the 
suspension  of  specie  paymrats  which  soon 
followed  the  war,  prevented  the  injary  appre- 
hended from  the  disoontinuanoe  of  the  old 
bank. 

The  same  gentleman  f^irther  argues  that  the 
day  of  payment  must  come ;  and  he  asks  when, 
better  than  now  ?  Is  it  to  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned ;  is  the  charter  of  the  present  bank  to  be 
perpetual?  Why,  Mr.  President,  all  things- 
governments,  republics,  empires,  laws,  human 
life — doabtlesa  are  to  have  an  end;  but  shall 
we  tfaer^ore  accelerate  their  termination  t  The 
West  is  now  yonng,  wants  capital,  and  its  vast 
resources,  needing  nourishment,  are  d^y  de- 
velopiug.  B^  and  by,  it  will  acoumulate 
wealth,  teova  its  industry  and  enterprise,  and 
possess  its  surplus  capitaL  The  charter  is  not 
made  perpetual,  because  it  ia  wrong  to  bind 
posterity  perpetually.  At  the  end  of  the  term 
limited  for  its  renewal,  posterity  wilt  have  the 
power  of  determining  for  itself  whether  the 
bank  sht&l  then  be  wound  up,  or  prolonged 
another  term.  And  that  question  may  be 
decided,  as  it  now  ought  to  be,  by  a  conudera- 
tion  of  the  interests  ot  all  parts  of  the  Unkm, 
the  West  among  the  rest.  Sufficient  for  tiie 
day  ia  the  evil  thereof. 

The  President  tells  na  tbatw  if  the  Executive 
had  been  called  upon  to  famish  the  prefect  of 
a  bank,  the  duty  would  have  been  cheerfhlly 
performed;  ana  he  states  that  a  bank,  com- 
petent to  all  the  duties  which  may  be  required 
by  the  Government,  might  be  oi^anized  as  not 
to  infringe  on  onr  own  delegated  powers,  or 
the  reserved  rights  of  the  States.  The  Presi- 
dent is  a  co-ordmate  *braaofa  of  the  le^slative 
department  As  sooh,  bills  wluoh  have  passed 
bMh  Houses  of  Oongreasi  are  presented  to  him 
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for  bii  approval  or  rejection.  Th«  idea  of  sdng 
to  the  Presideot  for  the  pnf}eet  of  a  law,  b  to- 
taUj  new  in  the  practioe,  and  ntterir  oontrary 
to  the  theoiT  of  the  GoTernment  What  ihoold 
we  think  of  the  Senate  calling  upon  the  Honse, 
or  the  Bonae  upon  the  SenMe^  the  pn^eot 
(rf  «lawt 

In  fVanoe,  the  King  poaseaHd  the  InitiatiTe 
of  ill  laws,  and  none  owudpaai  withoat  its  httv- 
ittg  been  previoad/  preewted  to  one  of  the 
Ohamhen  07  the  Orown,  throngh  the  Hinisters. 
Does  the  President  wish  to  introdnoe  the  initia- 
tiTe  here  t  Are  the  powers  of  reoomm«idation, 
and  that  of  veto,  not  snffioient  t  Uast  all  l^s- 
lation,  in  its  oommenoement  and  in  its  termina- 
tion, ooneentrate  in  the  Frendent  t  When  we 
ihall  hare  reached  that  state  of  things,  the  elec- 
tion and  anaoal  sessions  of  Congress  will  be  a 
TuelesB  chaige  upon  the  people,  and  the  whole 
business  of  GoTeniment  maj  be  eooncanieallr 
ocmdiioted  hj  ukases  and  deoreee. 

Gongreas  does  aometimea  reo^Te  the  sngges- 
ti<ms  and  opinions  of  the  heads  of  departments, 
as  to  new  laws.  And,  at  the  commenoement 
<^  this  seMiOD,  in  his  annual  report,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasnry  stated  his  reasons  at  large, 
not  merelj  in  &Tor  of  a  bank,  bat  in  snpport 
of  ttie  existing  bank.  Who  ootud  have  bdieved 
that  that  responsible  offioer  was  oonunonicatjng 
to  Congress  ofmuons  directly  adverse  to  those 
entertained  by  the  President  himself!  When 
before  has  it  fa^ipened  that  the  head  of  a  de- 
portment reoommoided  the  passage  of  a  law, 
whi(^  being  accordingly  passed  and  presented 
to  the  President  is  snbjeoted  to  lus  vetot 
What  sort  of  a  bank  it  u,  with  a  pn^eot  o£ 
which  the  Present  woald  have  deigned  to 
fttmlsh  Oongresa,  if  they  had  applied  to  him,  he 
has  not  stated.  -  In  the  absence  of  snoh  state- 
we  can  only  oonlectnre  that  it  is  his 
fimons  Treasnry  Bank,  formerly  recommended 
by  him,  fVom  which  the  people  have  recoiled 
with  the  instinctive  horror  excited  by  the  ap- 
proach of  the  cholera. 

The  Message  states  that  "an  inveatifata<m 
nnw  illii^y  conceded,  and  so  restricted  in  tmie  as 
neceaiamy  to  make  it  inoomidete  and  nnsatifl* 
CMJtory,  disolosee  enoi^  to  exi^te  sm^idon  and 
alarm."  As  there  tsno  proqieot  (tf  the  passage 
oi  this  bill,  the  President's  objeotions  notwitn- 
itandin^,  by  a  ctmsUtntional  majority  of  two- 
thirds,  It  can  never  reach  the  Boase  of  Repre- 
sentatives. The  members  of  that  Honse,  and 
especially  itsdistingalBhed  chainoan  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Ueana,  who  reported  the 
bilL  are  therefore  cat  off  from  all  oiqwrtonity 
of  a«fending  themselves.  Under  these  circnm- 
stanceSj  allow  me  to  ask  how  the  President  has 
ascertained  that  the  invest^ation  was  onwill- 
ingly  conceded?  I  have  understood  directly 
the  contrary;  and  that  the  chairman  already 
referred  to,  as  well  as  other  members  in  fkvor 
ut  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  promptly  con- 
sented to  and  voted  for  the  investigation.  And 
we  all  know  that  those  in  sapport  of  the  renewal 
oooJd  have  prevented  the  investigatitm,  and 
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that  they  did  not.  Bat  sn^ioion  and  alarm 
have  been  excited.  Suspicion  and  alarm  I 
Ag^nst  whom  is  ttds  saspi(u<m  t  The  House, 
or  the  bank,  or  both  I 

Mr.  President,  I  protest  sgainst  the  right  ot 
any  Chief  Magirtrate  to  come  intodtber  Hoose 
d  Congress,  and  aomttntse  the  mottves  of  ite 
membera ;  to  exaodne  whetiier  a  measnra  has 
been  passed  with  promptitDde  or  repopianee ; 
and  to  pronounce  upon  the  wUlingnesa  or  nn- 
williDgoess  with  which  it  baa  been  adopted  at 
rejected.  It  is  on  interferenee  in  ouooems 
which  partake  of  a  domestio  nature^  Tlie 
o£Scial  and  oonstitational  relations  between  tho 
President  and  the  two  Houses  oi  Cowess  sub- 
sist with  them  as  organized  bodies.  Uisactioo 
is  confined  to  their  consommated  proceedu^^ 
and  does  not  extend  to  measnree  in  their  incip- 
ient stages,  during  their  progress  throng  tM 
Houses,  nw  to  the  motivea  ay  whidi  tbay  ar* 
aftttiatwli 

Thwe  an  some  parta  of  this  Meesage  diat 

ought  to  extilto  deep  alarm ;  and  that  eq>edalb^ 
in  which  the  President  announces  that  eaoi 
public  officer  may  Interpret  the  cMistitation  as 
he  pleases^  His  language  is:  "Each  pnUio 
offioer,  who  takes  an  oath  to  support  the  oon- 
stitntioa,  swears  that  he  will  si^port  it  as  h» 
understands  it,  and  not  ss  it  is  nndentood  by 
others."  *  *  «  c  The  opinion  of  the 
judges  has  no  more  an^ority  over  CoDgrcaa 
tiian  the  opinion  of  Congress  has  over  the 
judges ;  and,  on  that  point,  the  Preddoit  is 
independent  of  both."  Kow,  Mr.  Preatdent,  I 
oonodve,  with  great  deference,  that  the  Fren- 
dent has  mistaken  the  purport  o{  the  oath  to 
support  the  0(»stitatioD  of  the  United  States. 
No  one  swears  to  snpport  it  as  he  undentanda 
it,  but  to  Buppcol  it  rimply  as  it  is  in  truth. 
All  men  are  bonnd  to  obey  the  laws,  of  whu^ 
the  constitotion  is  the  supreme;  hnt  mnsfc 
they  obey  them  as  they  are,  or  as  they  ondw- 
stand  themt  If  the  obligation  of  obedience 
is  limited  and  ctmtrolled  by  the  measure  of 
information;  in  other  words,  if  the  party  is 
bonnd  to  obey  the  constitotion  only  as  he 
nndwstandi  it,  what  wonM  be  the  oonaeqmaoet 
Tba  Judge  ot  an  inferior  court  woold  diaobeT 
the  manilat*  of  a  siqmlor  tribunal,  beoanae  it 
was  not  in  onifiniBity  to  the  ocmstitntiaii,  as  b* 
nnderstsnds  it ;  a  eastom-honse  <^eer  would 
disobey  a  circular  from  th»  Treasury  Dqtait- 
roent,  because  contrary  to  the  oonstitatkti,  as 
he  onderBtando  it ;  an  American  Minister  woald 
^sregard  an  instruction  from  the  Preinden^ 
communicated  tiirough  the  Department  01 
State,  because  not  agreeable  to  the  constitution, 
as  he  understands  it ;  and  a  subordinate  officer 
in  the  army  or  navy  would  violate  the  onlers 
of  his  superior,  because  they  were  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  constitution,  as  he  understands 
it.  We  sliould  have  nothing  settled,  nothing 
stable,  nothing  find.  There  woold  be  gmenu 
disorder  and  confusion  throuf^iout  every  nranch 
of  admintBtration,  from  tiiehi^wst  to  the  lowest 
officers— nniveraai  nolUflcatton.  For  what  is 
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the  dootiioe  of  the  President  but  that  of 
South  Carolina  applied  thronghout  the  Unioa  f 
The  President  indupendent  hoih  of  Congress 
and  the  Sapreme  Coart  I  Ool^  bound  to  exe- 
cnte  the  laws  of  the  one  and  the  detusions  of 
the  other  ss  fu*  as  ther  conform  to  the  Oonsti- 
tntion  of  the  Umted  States  as  he  understands 
it  1  Then  it  sboold  be  the  aotr  of  every  Presi- 
dent, on  hie  installation  into  offioe^  to  oac^lj 
exain^  all  the  acts  in  the  statute  book,  ap< 
proved  bj  his  predecessors,  and  mark  out  those 
which  he  was  resdved  not  to  ezeonte,  and  to 
which  he  meant  to  ^plj  this  new  species  of 
veto,  becaose  they  were  repugnant  to  the  oon- 
atitntion,  as  he  nnder^ands  it  And,  after  the 
rapirataon  of  every  term  of  the  Sapreme  Court, 
he  ahoald  send  for  the  record  of  its  decisions, 
and  discriminate  betweoi  those  which  he 
woiddt  and  those  wMoh  he  would  not,  execnte, 
because  tliey  were  or  were  not  agreeable  to  the 
coustitation,  as  he  understands  it. 

There  is  another  oonatitntloaal  doctrine  con- 
tained  in  the  Message,  wUoh  is  entirely  new  to 
ma.  It  asserts  that  "  the  Oovenunent  of  tiie 
tlnited  States  have  no  eonstitnticmal  power  to 
uarehase  lands  witlUn  the  StiMes,"  exoept 
"  tor  the  erection  of  forts,  magazinea,  arsenals, 
doek  Jiada,  and  other  neeidful  bnildii^; "  and 
even  wr  these  objects  only  "  by  the  ooiwent  of 
the  Legidatnre  of  the  State  in  which  the  same 
diall  M."  Now,  sir,  I  had  sapposed  that  the 
right  of  Coi^fress  to  purchase  hmds  in  any  State 
was  incontestable :  and,  in  point  of  fact,  it  prob- 
ably, at  this  moment,  owns  lands  in  every  State 
of  the  Union,  purchased  for  taxes,  or  as  a  judg- 
ment or  mortgage  creditor  And  there  are 
various  acta  of  Congress  which  regulate  the 
porohase  and  transfer  of  auofa  lands.  The 
advisers  of  the  Freddent  have  confonnded 
the  fiunilty  c^pnrohasing  luids  wit^  tiie  exerdse 
<rf  exdndve  JnrisdiiDtion,  which  is  restricted  by 
the  constitution  to  the  forts  and  other  building 
described. 

The  Ikfossage  presents  some  striking  instances 
of  discrepancy.  1st.  It  contests  the  right  to 
eatablish  one  bank,  and  objects  to  the  bill  th^ 
it  limits  and  restrains  the  power  of  Congress  to 
establish  severaL  2d.  It  urges  that  tiie  bill 
does  not  reoogoize  the  power  ef  State  taxation 
generally;  and  complins  that  fcicllitjes  ere 
afforded  to  the  exercise  of  that  power,  in  respect 
to  the  stock  hdd  by  iudividnals.  8d.  It  ob- 
jects that  any  bonus  is  taken,  and  insists  that 
not  enoni^  is  demanded.  And,  4th.  It  oom- 
plidiu  that  liir^gners  have  too  much  inflnenoe ; 
and  that  stock  transliBrred  loaeB  tjie  privilege  of 


representation  In  the  eleotioDS  of  tlie  bank, 
which,  if  it  were  retired,  would  ^ve  them 
more. 

Hr.  President,  we  are  about  to  dose  one  of 
tlie  longest  and  most  arduous  sessions  of  Con- 
gress under  the  present  constitution ;  and,  when 
we  return  among  our  constitueute,  what  ac- 
count of  the  operations  of  their  Government 
shall  we  be  bound  to  communicate  i  We  shall 
be  compelled  to  stf  that  the  Supreme  Court  la 
paralyzed,  and  the  missi<nianea  retuned  la 

Srkim  in  o(mt«npt  of  its  anthority,  and  in 
effanoe  of  nmnerons  treaties  and  laws  of  the 
United  States;  that  the  Executive,  through  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sent  to  Oougrees  A 
tariff  bill  which  would  have  destroyed  numer- 
ona  branches  of  our  domestic  industry,  and  led 
to  the  final  destruction  of  all ;  that  the  veto  has 
been  applied  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
our  only  reliance  for  a  sound  and  nuiform  cor- 
reocy ;  that  the  Senate  has  been  violentiy 
attacked  for  the  exen»se  of  a  dear  constitu- 
tional power;  that  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  has  been  unnecessarily  assailed ;  and  that 
the  Premdent  has  promulgated  a  role  of  action 
for  those  who  have  taken  the  oath  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  must, 
if  there  be  practical  conformity  to  introduce 
general  nnUification,  and  end  In  the  absolute 
Bubverrion  of  the  Govenmwnt. 


IfoNDAT,  July  16,  6  A.  H. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House, 
communicating  that  a  committee  had  been 
appointed  on  me  part  of  the  House  to  join  saxh 
committee  as  might  be  ^pointed  bpr  the 
Senate,  to  wait  cm  the  Fresioent,  and  inform 
him  that  the  two  Houses  were  now  ready  to 
adjourn;  and  Hr.  Ttlbb  and  Mr.  Eisa  were 
appointed  such  committee  on  the  put  of  the 
S^te. 

Mr.  Tyjxr,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  Premdent,  reported  that  they  had 
performed  that  duty,  and  had  received  for  an- 
swer that  the  Prerident  had  no  further  oommn- 
nication  to  make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  to  inform  the 
House  that  the  Senate  was  ready  to  a^um. 

A  message  was  received  ftnm  the  House^ 
stating  that  tbe  House,  having  dosed  its  bod- 
n^  was  now  ready  to  acyonrn. 

The  Senate  then  attuned  to  the  flrrt  Mni'- 
day  in  December  nen 
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THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


VoimiT,  Beoenlwr  0, 1881. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  hj  the  oonsti- 
tnticn  for  the  mpedwr  (S  Oongren,  at  IS  oMock 
the  Ctok  odled  the  Hoiue  to  order,  and  haviug 
celled  the  roll  of  the  membera  hj  Statee,  to 


*xiBT  or  "WOTii"  OP  TBS  mnru  or  bxpbk- 

BKNTATITX8. 

JArfMi-Jbhii  Andanoa,  Jubm  BatM,  0*ar$t  Sruu, 
OonuIlM  Hdlud,  Lrcnud  JwTii^  Edwud  Sktumi^  'Bu- 
tellelittn. 

Jftw  JTampiHir^-Jcfai  BrodhM^  Ttauw  Ohutdlar, 
Jvwph  Hmmmb^  B«I7  Hnbfeard,  Jom^  H.  Hup«r, 
John  W.  Weak!. 

JfamaAimUt.  John  Qntner  Adami,  Katliui  Appleton, 
Imm  0.  Bita^  OeorfC  N.  Brin^  Boflu  Cbwte,  Hmur  A. 
a  DMrixm,  John  Dsrla,  Edmrt  ErstvU,  Georg*  Oim- 
ii«ll,JaiuJuawL.Hodga%AiM^O.KndBll,JahB  BMd, 

JM»d«  JWMiA-TiWn  Bbi|M,  IMh  J.  Pwm. 
ONHMBfCsMl— NfljM  BmIiw,  Tlllltm  v.  BDmcih,  J*- 
bM  W.  HnflHlM,  Btlph  L  Iaf«wll,  mnUm  !•.  Btom, 

FvwMt,— Hemw  Allan,  WUUun  Ct^aon,  Hotmee  Xtw- 
•tt,  JoDkUuw  Hont,  WlllUm  BUda. 

2ft¥>  Tori.—'Wmtm  O.  Angsl,  Oldnm  H.  Bantoir, 
JoMph  Booek,  Wllltam  Baboock,  Joba  T.  Beifeo,  John  C 
Bndhwd,  Btmnel  Buiidalaj'.  John  A.  ColU«r,  BatM  Coob, 
0. 0.  Cunbraleni;  John  IHckMB,  OharlM  D^mn,  Uljan  F. 
I>MliMtr,  WllUain  Hopa,  HMimI  HoStaun,  rnelNmi  O. 
J«w«t(^  JiAs  KIbk  0«iTlt  T.  LaMlBg,  Jama*  L«t,  Job 
PlWMm,  NadwnW  PIfaAor,  Edmnad  H.  Pendleton,  Sdwwd 
O.  Baed,  Enutu  Boot,  Nathan  Bonla,  John  W.  Tajrlor, 
rUneu  L.  Traej',  OnlUn  C.  Terplanuk,  Frederick  irhittle- 
•er,  Samnet  J.  Wilkin,  OntUn  H.  WlieaUr,  Campbell  P. 
White,  Aaron  Ward,  Daniel  WardwalL 

S0»  Araar-— Lowla  Oondlat,  BUae  Coudlot,  Blohard  U. 
OiMper,  Tbooiaa  H,  Ho^mi^  Aomi  PUi  Saadolph,  1m« 
Soatterd. 

PMM)i<Kmla.--Bobert  AUaon,  Jobs  Buka,  Geo^ 
Bard,  John  C  Bnehar,  Thomaa  H.  Orawfbrd,  lUohard  Coal- 
tai^HaniHr  Dour,  Lewi*  ])«mit,  JMhu  EnM|  Antw 


aioertidn  if  a  qoonmi  wasiveeent^  two  liimdr«d 
and  two  members  aniwered  to  thdir  names.  A 
qnomm  being  present. 

The  House  prooeeded  to  the  dection  <tf  a 
Speaker,  and,  <m  ooonting  the  balloti,  the  M- 
lowingreeolt  was  annoaooed,  viz:  The  whole 


Pord,  Mu  OUBMn,  WOltMit  Bebter,  Hawr  Hon,  Pota 
Ihria^  Jr,  Adam  KSog,  Benrj  Kins,  Jod  K.  Hau,  Kobwt 
UaCof.  Benrr  A.  Mnblanbe^,  T.  M.  KcKanaaB,  DavM 
Fotta,  Jr^  Andreir  Stewart,  Bunnel  A.  Smith,  WSmlm 
BtephMU,  Joel  B.  Sntheriand,  John  0.  WntBoo^ 
iWa«af«.--John  J.  MlUlpn. 

jroryliHMt— Beqlamln  a  Ho*nrd,  DMdal  Jaalftr,  Jofei 
I..K«r.O«nfa  E. UlAall, BenodlBt  I.  Smuaai^JetaHi 
BpeMo^  PnMla  Ikgaua,  Gfarn  G  WMUafton,  9.  T.  K 

WortUniten. 

Plrv««la.— Mufc  Atenader,  Bobert  AUea,  WtBm  & 
ArdMT,  WDIIaai  Annatrimg,  John  0.  Bniboor,  Thomae  T. 
BoBldln,  Nathuilal  H.  Clal^on^  Bobert  Cnig,  JoMph  W. 
CUnn,  BMnrd  Coke,  Jr,  TbouM  Darenport,  FkOp  DeM* 
ildn  wmiUB  P.  Goidaa,  OkttlM  a  JokMtM,  JIAi  T. 
llMon,  UwUHuwtn,  GhHiM  P.  HoMT,  WIBMb  HeOVt 
Tkooua  UTowtOB,  Mia  H.  PMtoB,  JohB  J.  Bmh^  Aadnv 
Smtomom. 

Kora  0ar«Una,~4>nM  L.  Barrtagnr,  LaagUIa  BatlnM, 
John  Bnnota,  Samntl  P.  CarKin,  Henrj  W.  Cc«aer,naBM 
H.  Hall,  Uieajah  T.  Hawkf  ni,  Juum  J.  HoK^,  Abnbun 
Bencher,  Wllltam  B.  Sh^aid,  AmgiUOa»  H.  Bhoppaid,  JeM 
Bpetght,  Lewie  WlUlanu. 

SomA  OuwUm.— Bobeti  W.  Barnwell,  Jnmaa  VUi, 
Wimn  X.  Dnria,  WiUtnn)  Drarton,  JiAn  M.  Pddei;  J.  B. 
Oilffltt,  Tboa.  B.  MtUbell,  Oeorga  HeDnffle,  W.T.Nndolll. 

Thomae  F.  Foetor,  Henry  0.  X^mar,  DuM 
Newman,  Wllor  Thompeon,  Slchard  H.  Wllde^  Janm  It 
Wayne,  (one  racency.) 

f  eKteoty-— John  Adair,  Chilton  Allen,  Honry  Denlel, 
Nathui  Oalther,  Albert  O.  Rawes,  B.  M.  Jobnon,  Joeeph 
Leoompte,  CUttandea  Lyon,  Bobert  P.  IMtOm,  Tbomai  A. 
VanbOI,  ChiiitophOTTWBpkbia,  OharlM  A.  WlsUOh. 

StaMWM.— Thomaa  D.  Arnold,  Jdhn  Bell,  Mm  BUh 
Wllltam  Pttitonid,  Wllflam  Hall,  Jacob  G  laaCki,  Can 
J<riueon,  Jnmea  K.  Polk,  Jamea  Stnndllbr. 

OMo.  Joeeph  H.  Grama,  Maotbaroa  Ooek*|  wnBn 
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nninber  of  votes  ^vm  in,  195 ;  neoesaary  to  a 
choice,  98. 

The  honorable  Aitdbiw  Brtxsbon,  of  Vir- 
ginia, having  recfflved  98  votee,  (the  exact  num- 
ber neoeesarj  for  a  ohoioe,)  was  declared  to  be 
duly  elected  Speaker  of  tbe  Houae  of  Bepreaent- 
atives:  whereapou,  being  condncted  to  the 
ohiur  \tj  the  honorable  Thomas  Nbwton,  of 
Virginia,  the  Speaker  addressed  the  House  as 
follows : 

**  GnrrLEmt :  In  aocepUng,  •  third  time,  this  ex- 
alted station,  I  cannot  adequately  express  the  deep 
■ense  I  entertain  of  the  honor  jon  have  been  pleased 
■gain  to  conftr  iqwn  me,  or  mjr  wann  fitelings  of 
Matitode  fbr  tUs  tUstingnished  proof  of  your  con- 
iiiined  eonfldeoce  and  nachangtng  kindneos. 

It  is  an  lienor,  too,  geotieaien,  which  has  been 
conferred  in  a  manner  and  under  circnnutances 

ftcuJUrly  calculated  to  gratify  and  flatter  me ;  and 
shaU  ever  cherish  it  as  the  most  valuable  reward 
formypastBerTices.  The  offloe  of  Speaker  of  tbis 
House  has,  at  no  petiiod  In  onr  hlsto^,  been  with* 
out  its  embarrassments  and  trials ;  and  if,  in  times 
of  profonnd  tranquillity  and  repose,  its  duties  hare 
jnsuy  been  regarded  by  the  most  eminent  of  the 
distingiUshed  individuals  who  have  filled  the  chur, 
•a  arduous  and  responsible,  bow  greatiy  must  its 
labors  and  responnbilities  be  enbaoeed  in  times  of 
high  political  and  party  divirions  I 

"  I  certunly  am  not  vun  enough  to  snppose  that 
it  will  be  in  my  power  to  discharge  the  dntiea  of 
this  high  office  in  a  manner  suitable  to  its  dignity 
and  importance,  or  as  I  conld  myself  wish ;  indeed, 
there  is  no  man,  I  am  very  confident,  be  he  who 
he  may,  who  could  at  such  a  time  aasnme  Its  re- 
sponribiHties,  iritiiont  dlstrosting  gready  Us  own 
abilities.  I  shall  not,  howerer,  deeper.  Actoated 
by  an  honest  and  manly  zeal,  I  shall  endeavor  at 
least  to  justify  the  choice  of  my  friends,  and  meMt 
the  ooafidence  and  respect  of  the  House. 

"Whoever  shall  fill  this  chair  to  his  own  honor 
or  the  advantage  of  the  nation,  must  possess  not 
only  this  coi^dence  of  the  Hoose,  but  tlM  esteem 
and  raspeet  of  the  hmionbla  and  biglMninded 
men  over  whom  ha  pteddes.  Neither  station  nor 
power  can  coerce  esteem  or  respect.  They  can  only 
be  aoqnired  by  integrity,  imparti^ty,  and  inde- 
pendence here.  These  tJone  can  shed  honor  or 
lustre  on  this  station,  and  make  it,  both  ss  it  re- 
gards the  House  and  the  nation,  what  it  should  be. 

"  I  im&ignedly  assure  yoo,  gentlemao,  that  I 
shall  need  and  eipect  your  cordial  and  kind  po* 
operation  in  preserring  order  and  dignity  in  our 
deliberations,  and  sustaining  the  authority  of  the 
Chur ;  and  I  earnestiy  hope  so  to  discharge  its 
duties  as  to  ensure  to  its  deciriona  not  merely  a  re- 
luctant snpport,  but  a  steady  and  cheerfol  acqni- 
eeeence  in  their  justice  and  propriety. 

*'I  tender  you,  gentlemen,  my  cOTdlal  eo-opera- 


<M|^tM,      tbOBU  Ooiwia,  JimM  Fledb^,  WllUam  V. 
Irrln,  WlllUm  Kflosou,  Hamphrex  H.  Lwrttt,  VUliam 
Rum),  WilliMn  Ktsabsnr,  John  ThomMn,  Joaspk  Taaea, 
Buaual  F.  Tlaton,  ElUba  WUttlenr. 
LimMantk-^  A.  BuJlard,  FhllsmoB  ThsBsit  Xdwaid 

JMioM.— BatlUTBeoD,  Joha  Our,  Jmttiaa  ]bGkitr< 
JR«MRP<^VnaUlB  K  nohuHh 
JWasilj-JOHph  Pnnean. 


tion  in  the  discharge  of  your  high  duties,  and  ar> 
deotiy  pray  that  we  may,  by  our  conduct  and  de- 
liberations, render  this  House  worthy  of  the  high 
name  and  character  of  onr  beloTed  country." 

The  oath  to  support  the  Gonstitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  r^^olate  the  time  and  manner  of 
administering  certain  oaths,"  was  then  admin- 
istered to  the  Speaker,  by  Mr.  Nbwton,  one  of 
the  Eeprestmtatives  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
and  the  same  oath  (or  affirmation)  was  tbere- 
npon  administered  by  the  Speafcw  to  all  the 
other  members  present. 
On  motion  of  }b.  SpnoHT,  !t  was 
JiMolvtd,  wtmbnoiul^  That  H.  St.  0.  CuBKa, 
Qerk  to  the  late  House  m  Bepresentatives,  be  ap- 
pointed Qeric  to  tbis  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  it  was 

Setolvei,  That  the  rules  and  orders  established 
by  the  late  House  of  RepresentatiTes  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  the  mlei  and  orders  of  proceeding 
to  be  observed  In  this  House,  until  a  revision  or 
alteration  shall  have  taken  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Folk,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  scut  to  the  Senate  to 
inform  that  body  that  a  quorum  of  this  Hoose  has 
assembled;  that  Aodrew  Stevenson  has  been 
elected  Speaker  thereof;  that  this  House  Is  now 
read;^  to  proceed  to  bnsliiosB,  and  that  tbeCleik  do 
go  with  add  meesage. 

On  raotiOQ  of  Mr.  Vaed,  it  was 

JS§$olv«d,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 

Krt  of  tUs  House,  to  Jofai  soeh  oommittee  as  may 
appobtted  on  ttie  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on 
the  Resident  of  the  United  States,  and  infcom  him 
tlwt  Congress  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  reonve 
any  oomtmmieatioo  he  amj  be  pleased  to  mik». 

Mr.  WiBD,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Bbil»  at 
Tennessee,  wore  ^pointed  the  oommittee  on 
the  part  (atbia  Hoose. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  JoHmcnr,  of  Koitiioli^,  it 
was 

Jteaolwtd,  That  the  Clerk  cause  tbe  members  of 
this  House  to  be  fiimisbed,  daring  the  present 
session,  with  such  newspapers  as  they  may  (Urect, 
the  expense  whereof^  for  each  member,  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  price  ct  three  daily  papara. 

A^joorned. 


TuBSDAT,  December  6. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  it  was 
jRetoivtd,  That  two  ChapUns,  of  dlflbrent  do* 

JteMmo^-OIUBMt  GL  daj,  Dixon  IL  Ltwl^  Samnal 
W.MkrdlB. 
JAmmH.— WinUm  E.  AMhLtj 

DKLEGATXS. 
JRdM0«Mk— Anetin  E.  Wing. 

JWIdAF-ifcaepk  M.  WUtSk 
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nomiiuitioDt,  be  elected  br  CoogrMi;  mm  by  cftcb 
HouM,  to  Mrre  during  UM  praieiik  wton,  who 
ahall  intercluuge  weekly. 

Hr.  Wabd,  from  the  joint  oommtttee  ap- 
pointed jesterdaj  to  wtdt  on  the  President  of 
ttie  United  States,  ud  ioform  him  thai  Con- 
gress is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communicatton  he  may  be  pleased  to  make, 
reported  tliat  the  oommlttee  had  performed  the 
duties  of  its  appt^tment,  and  tlut  the  Freei- 
dent  answered  that  be  wonld  make  a  nommn- 
nication  to  the  two  Houea  Congress  tonlay 
at  la  o'clock.  K 

Immediately  after  a  oommnnlcaUon  In  writ- 
ing was  received  from  the  Preudent  of  the 
United  States,  br  Mr.  Donelson,  hia  private 
Secretary;  whioh  waa  read.  [See  Soiate 
proceedinfta.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johitsoh,  of  Eentacky,  the 
eaid  Message  wan  committed  to  the  Comtijttee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union ; 
and  ten  thousand  copies  thereof^  with  the  doou- 
motta  aooompanyiQR  the  same,  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  fd  the  use  of  the  members  of 

tfabHoDSfc 


WnmiaDAT,  DeoMnber  7. 
Finanm, 

The  Spbakbb  1^  before  the  Honse  tike  aa- 
Doal  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry, 
Louis  MoLancL  Esq.,on  the  state  at  the  finanoes, 
whioh  was  lud  on  the  table,  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pole,  ten  thoasand  oojues 
thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  rule 
requiring  a  motion  to  print  an  extra  number 
0[  oopiea  oi  any  document,  to  lie  one  day  for 
oonrioeratton,  b«ng  dispensed  with  by  anani- 
mons  oonaent  of  the  Hooae. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
its  remaining  officers. 

John  O.  Ddnn  was  elected  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

OvzBTON  OuB  was  elected  Doorkeeper — re- 
ceiving 140  votes  ont  of  176,  on  the  first  ballot 


THDB8D1.T,  Decembw  8. 

Jma  W.  Htmn,  of  Gewna,  having,  on  the 
fimrth  ballot,  a  majority  of  Uie  votea,  waa  de- 
clared dn^  elected. 


Ho!ra>AT,  Deoemher  13. 
Slavery  in  tha  Dittriet  ^  (hlimbia. 

This  being  the  first  day  of  the  session  for  pre- 
aenUng  petitions,  a  great  number  were  present- 
ed.  Among  others, 

Itx,  Adxicb,  of  Massachusetts,  (the  ex-Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,)  presented  fifteen 
petitiona.  all  numeronsly  sabsoribed,  from  sun- 
aiyinhabltantBof  Pamsylvaida,  aUof  theaame 


[Dbckmbb,  18S1, 

purport,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  dsvery 
and  the  slave  true  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  moved  that  the  first  of  them  should  be  read ; 
and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  A.  then  observed  Uiat  it  had  doubtles 
been  remarked  tiiat  these  petitions  came  not 
ttcm  Massachusetts,  a  portion  of  whose  pe<^]e 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  bntfrom  citiseni 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Ue  had  receiFed 
the  petitiona  many  months  ago,  with  a  request 
that  they  should  be  preaented  by  him,  and,  il- 
thongh  the  petitioners  were  not  of  hia  inmie- 
diate  cooatitaentB,  he  bad  not  deemed  binudf 
at  liberty  to  decline  presenting  their  petiti<»a, 
their  transmlsdon  of  which  to  him  manifested 
a  confidence  in  him  for  which  he  waa  Iwnnd  to 
be  grateful.  From  a  letter  which  had  accom- 
panied those  petitions,  he  inferred  that  tbey 
came  from  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends; 
a  body  of  men  than  whom  there  was  no  more 
respectable  and  worthy  class  of  citizens,  none 
who  more  strictly  made  their  Uvm  a  ooDunen- 
tary  on  their  profesuons ;  a  body  of  men  com* 
prising,  in  his  firm  opinion,  aa  moch  of  hnmsn 
vlrtn^  and  aa  little  of  human  infirmitj,  as  any 
other  eqnal  nnmber  of  men  any  doiominar 
tion  upon  the  face  of  the  f^obe. 

The  petitions,  Mr.  A.  ocmtanned,  asked  far 
two  thmgs:  the  first  waa  the  abdition  of 
slavery ;  the  second,  the  aboIitioD  of  the  slave 
trade  m  the  District  of  Columbia,  There  was 
a  traffic  in  slaves  carried  on  in  the  District,  of 
which  he  did  not  know  but  that  it  might  be  a 

E roper  subject  of  legislation  by  Congress,  and 
e,  therefore,  moved  that  the  petitions  he  had 
had  the  honor  of  presenting,  sboold  he  refemd 
to  the  Conmiittee  on  the  Affiairs  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  who  wonld  dispose  of  them 
aa  they,  upon  eiaminattwi  of  toMr  porpcrt, 
Bhonld  deem  pn^>er.  and  might  reprnt  on  the 
expedient  of  granting  eo  mndt «  tihe  prayer 
of  the  peutioners  as  referred  to  the  abolitira  of 
the  dave  trade  in  the  District. 

As  to  the  other  prayer  of  the  petitions,  the 
abolition  by  Congress  of  slavery  in  the  Diirtnct 
of  Columbia,  it  had  occurred  to  him  that  the 
petitions  might  have  been  committed  to  his 
charge  nnder  on  expectation  that  it  would  re- 
ceive hu  countenance  and  sapport.  He  deemed 
it,  therefore,  hia  dnty  to  declare  that  it  would 
not  Whatever  might  t>e  his  opinion  of  slavery 
in  the  abstract,  or  of  alavery  in  the  District  U 
Oolumlnn,  it  was  a  auttteet  whkb  he  hoped 
,  wonld  wrt  be  dtsenssed  in  that  Home ;  if  it 
'should  be,  he  might  perb^w  assign  tbe  msoni 
why  he  ooold  give  it  no  ooantenanoe  m  tsap- 

E>rt  At  present,  he  wonld  only  aay  to  the 
oose,  and  to  the  worthy  citizens  who  had 
committed  their  petitions  to  his  charge,  that  the 
most  salutary  medicines,  unduly  administered, 
were  the  most  deadly  of  poisooB.  He  oondad- 
ed  by  moving  to  refer  the  petitions  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia, 

Jfprepriatioiu^  I88S. 
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lowing  commanicatioQ  from  the  Seoretaiy  of 
the  Treasury,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wajs  aad  Means : 

TuABUBT  DiriKnaoR,  DtMmUr  8, 1881. 
SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  the  infor* 
mation  ot  the  Hooie  itf  BepreBeDtaUrea,  an  eattmate 
of  the  aporopriations  propoeed  to  be  made  for  the 
aervioe  « the  Tear  18Sa,amonDtfDgto 

|11,6SI,1H  88 

Vix. 

CSvil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and 
ndscellaoeoos,        ....  8,10T,086  66 

UiUtary  service,  ineladlng  fortifi- 
cations, armories,  ordnauce,  Indian 
afiaira,  revoludoruiry  and  military 
penrions,  and  internal  improvement^  ff,TS6,4tO  02 

Naval  serrice,  iocludmg  the  marine 
corps,   8,407,618  11 


To  the  estimates  are  added  state> 

menta,  showing : 

1.  The  appropriations  for  the  aer- 
Ttce  of  the  year  1882,  made  by  for- 
mer acta,  including  pubUo  debt, 
gradual  imiwoTemeot  of  the  navy, 
umiag  and  eqaippuig  the  ndliw, 
sabscnptiOD  to  oansl  stocks,  revolu- 
tiooary  claims,  aud  Indiaa  affaira, 
amoantingto        ....  ll,8ia,M6  00 

2.  The  ezisting  appropriaUona, 
which  will  not  be  required  for  the 
serrice  of  the  year  1881,  and  which 
it  ia  proposed  to  apply  in  ^d  of  the 
aerrioe  of  the  year  1882,  amonnting 

to    501,103  18 

8.  The  existing  apfvopriations, 
which  will  be  required  to  oomfdete 
the  serrit.'e  of  1831,  and  former  years, 
but  whidi  will  be  expended  in  1881, 
amonnting  to        ....   8,428,526  87 

Theee  three  laat^nentioned  amoanta,  together 
witii  IB  macfa  aa  may  remain  imexpended  of  the 
■am  suted  in  the  report  on  the  flaancea,  presented 
by  this  department  tm  the  1th  instant,  ■■  the  esti- 
mated ezpenditare  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  the 
present  year,  and  with  soch  anms  as  may  be  appro- 
priated by  CoDgrew  for  the  year  1881^  will  com- 
plete the  whole  amoont  subject  to  the  diaposiUoa 
of  the  Executive  Government  in  that  year. 

There  ia  aleo  added  to  the  estimates  a  statement 
of  the  several  appropriationa  which  will  probably 
be  carried  to  the  surplus  ftud  at  the  close  of  the 
preeent  year,  either  because  the  objecu  for  which 
they  were  made  are  completed,  or  hecanae  these 
snraa  wiB  not  be  required  for,  or  will  no  longer  be 
applicable  to  them,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  tbonaaod  one -hundred  and  ninety-four  dol- 
lars and  forty-eight  centa. 

I  have  the  hoow  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  aerrant^ 

LOUIS  McLANE, 
Saenlmrjf     <Ac  TVwomry. 


HoNDAT,  December  19. 
Slavery ;  U»  Abolition  in  the  IHttriet  qf  Oo- 
lumina. 

]£r.  DoDDBiDOs,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Colombia,  made  the  following  re- 

Sirt,  which  was  read  and  C(mcarred  in  by  the 
OQse: 

The  Committee  for  the  Diatriot  of  Colambia  have, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  contideratioa 
the  memoriala  of  anndry  dtizens  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  them  referred,  praying  the  pas- 
sage of  auch  a  law  or  laws  by  Congress,  as  may  be 
neceaaary  for  the  abolition  of  shivery  and  the  dave 
trade  within  the  said  District,  and  b^  leave  to  re- 
port thereon,  in  part : 

ConaideriDg  that  the  District  of  CotnmWa  is  com- 
posed of  cessions  of  territory  made  to  the  United 
States  by  the  States  of  Ti^nia  and  Maryland,  m 
both  of  wtiich  States  riavery  exiats,  and  the  ter- 
ritoriea  of  which  surround  the  Diatrict,  your  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that,  until  the  wisdom  of 
State  GovernmenU  ahall  have  devised  some  prac- 
ticable means  of  eradicating  or  diminialung  the  evil 
of  slavery,  of  which  the  memorialista  complain,  It 
Kould  be  unwise  and  lmp<Atic,  if  not  nqjn8t,to  the 
a(yoining  Slates,  for  Congress  to  interfere  In  a 
subject  of  auch  delioacy  and  Importance  as  is  tha 
relation  blween  master  and  skve. 

If^  under  any  circunutancea,  such  an  interference 
on  the  part  of  Congress  would  be  justified,  your 
committee  are  satisfied  that  the  present  is  an  inaus- 
picious  moment  for  its  conrideration. 

Impressed  with  tliese  views,  your  committee  offor 
for  conuderation  of  the  House  the  following 
resolution : 

Rttolved^  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  discharged  from  the  furtlier  con^der- 
atioa  of  so  much  of  the  prayer  of  the  memorial- 
ista, citixens  of  the  State  of  Pennaylvania,  to  them 
referred,  aaking  the  paasage  of  auch  law  or  lawa  as 
may  be  neceaaary  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  sUve  trade  willdn  said  IMsttict,  aa  relatea  to  the 
first  of  these  ol^ect^  the  abolition  of  davecywitiihi 
said  District. 


THTTRSDaT,  December  22. 
Bridge  over  the  Ohio,  at  Wheeling. 

Kr.  DoDDBiDOB  snbmltted  the  foDowing: 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provementa  be  directed  to  inqidre  Into  the  expe* 
(Uency  of  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge 
over  the  Ohio  lUver,  at  or  neat  the  town  of  Wheel* 
ing,  and  that  they  hare  leaTO  to  report  by  Ull  or 
othenrias. 

Kr.  SpnoHT,  of  North  Carolina,  opp<»ed  the 
adoption  of  the  reeolation.  He  considered  it 
his  anty  to  oppose  all  similar  measares,  for  it 
was  necessary,  in  his  opinion,  to  defend  correct 
constitutional  prineiples  on  all  occaaona,  be 
they  great  or  small ;  and  though  the  preisent 
was  only  a  motion  for  inqairy,  he  woold,  nev- 
erthelesa,  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  DoDDBmaa  stud  that  a  mere  motion  for 
inquiry  was  not  an  occasion  to  combat  for  prin- 
(d^e.  H«  romukad  that  it  was  not  then  the 
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time  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  qnesUon,  bat 
thai  miuh  he  would  B«y,  the  bri^  proimMd 
would  oonneot  the  Oamberland  toad  on  tibe 
YlrginU  ude  of  the  Ohio^  with  the  oontiBUft- 
ticm  of  tiuA  rood  oa  the  oppodte  bank.  It 
wai  a  measure  which  had  been  before  Oon- 
grew  for  many  jeura,  and  oertainly  was  one 
which  it  would  b«  highly  expedient  to  sanction. 
To  do  BO  would  be  to  realize  the  grand  idea  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  for  then  there  would  soon 
be  a  road  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Kiseissippi. 
A  bill  on  the  snltJect  had  been  reported  last 
session,  bu^  from  some  cause,  had  not  been 
acted  on.  He  ooodaded  by  observing  that  the 
present  was  not  the  time  to  go  into  a  discos- 
sion  on  the  merits  of  the  great  que^ion  of  road 
w  no  road ;  but  whok  that  time  did  arrim,  he 
would  not  dirink  fhun  defending  hia  viem  on 
the  Bubjeot. 

ICr.  Bpsioht,  on  the  Isusgestioa  of  hit  ool- 
league,  ^Cr.  Oabsoh,)  withorew  hia  of^xieiticm ; 
and 

The  resolati(m  of  Ifr.  DoDrnmoM  was 
agreed  to. 


WsDHiBDAT,  Deoember  88. 
South  GoroUna  Claim. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
purpoee  of  satisfying  the  olaima  of  the  State 
of  Booth  Oarolina  for  moneys  advanced  by  tiiat 
State  during  the  late  war,  in  the  purchase  of 
military  stores,  and  the  payment  of  the  ndlitia 
called  on  f6r  the  defence  of  the  Btate,  came  up 
as  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  this  day ; 
and  the  House  went  into  a  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Djltis,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
ehur,  on  tiiat  biU. 

Mr.  Dbattos,  who  had  reported  it  from  the 
Oommittee  on  Military  Affura,  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  reporC  that  committee,  aooom- 
praying  the  bill ;  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

He  then  moved  that  tJie  committee  rise  and 
report  the  bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  MoOoT  called  for  the  reading  of  a  report 
made  last  session  by  the  Oommittee  of  Olamia, 
(of  which  be  was  then  ohiurman,)  in  oppoutiun 
to  the  claim ;  and  it  was  read. 

The  oommittee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bill,  whioh  was  amended  by  the  iuertion  ttf 
the  following  item : 

6th.  The  sum  of  |T,SOO  fbr  blankets  purohaaed 
by  the  State  for  the  use  of  a  portion  of  fa«r  militia, 

whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

lb.  WnxiAMB,  of  Korth  Oarolina,  said  he 
should  be  glad  to  hear  from  l^e  honorable 
chairman  m  the  Military  Oonmuttee  whether 
tiw  allowance  of  blanketa  to  miUtia  serving 
lees  than  twelve  months  was  not  unusual,  and 
whether  that  item  in  the  bill  did  not  involTe 
an  eztMiBion  of  ib»  rules  heretofore  uniftmnly 
observed  in  disposing  of  clums  of  this  kind. 

Ifr.  DuTToir  repued.  He  admitted  the  al- 
lowanoe  to  be  umuoal,  bnt  insisted  that  the 


claim  was  equitable,  and  ought  to  be  allowed; 
inasmuch  as,  without  blanketa,  the  troops 
would  have  been  incapable  of  doing  duty  at 
all,  as  part  of  th^  term  of  service  included 
very  oud  weather,  and  they  were  miserabiT 
provided  with  tents  and  clothing.  He  dwdt 
on  the  pemioioQs  effects  of  refusing  such 
an  allowance,  under  the  peculiarly  hvd  dr- 
oumstances  of  the  case,  and  the  discourage- 
ment which  might  thence  ensue  to  future  n- 
triotio  exertions  of  States  in  danger  finim  the 
enemy^^c. 

Mr.  Wasd  supported  the  view  t&kea  by  Ht. 
Dbatton,  and  stated  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  blankets  had,  ou  applicatiou  of  the , 
officers  commanding,  been  voted  by  the  legis- 
lature of  South  Oarolina^  Be  vannly  inaiMd 
on  the  equilgy  of  the  daim. 

Mr.  MoOoT  oompUmented  the  patriotism  of 
the  gentleman  mm  New  York,  and  if  ^ 
House  would  take  up  the  sotject,  and  make 
the  allowance  general,  he  had  no  objectiou 
He  stated  what  had  been  allowed  to  other 
States,  and  especially  to  Virginia,  to  vhom 
compeosation  for  expenditures  of  this  kind  had 
been  refused.  He  said  that  his  State  would  he 
a  great  gainer  by  the  passage  of  the  bUl,  as  she 
could  advance  and  support  a  claim  of  at  least 
$200,000  on  similar  grounds.  He  did  not  see 
why  South  Oarolina  should  be  made  an  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule,  which  had  been  applied 
to  the  claims  of  other  States.  If  the  Btatei 
were  to  be  p^d  for  all  tiie  mmulkna  of  war 
which  thOT  bad  purchased  for  defence,  Vir- 
ginia could  present  a  heavy  bill,  and  would  be 
entitied  to  a  great  deal  of  m<Miey  from  the 
Treasury.  Hoping  that  the  subject  would  le- 
CMve  a  more  mature  oonsidera^n,  be  moved 
an  adjoomment;  whioh  motion  saooeeded. 


TauBBDAT,  December  8ft. 

Qtorgiaand  Florida  Boundary  Um. 

A  Message  was  reoeived  from  tiie  Frerident, 
and  presented  by  the  Sfiakib  to  the  Boua^ 
witii  a  communication  from  tbe  Secretary  (tf 
State,  on  the  entject  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween t^e  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  Teiritoiy 
<tf  Florida. 

The  Message  and  communication  resulted 
itom.  a  resolution  for  inquiry,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Whttsi,  of  Florida,  calling  for  copies  of  a  cor- 
ren)ondence  with  the  Governor  of  Gewgia, 
and  other  papers  on  the  subject,  and-were  ac- 
companied by  several  docnments  illoatrative  di 
tiie  particulars  of  tiie  question. 

Mr.  Whitb,  of  Florida,  said  he  had  deemed 
it  his  duty  to  introduce  the  resolution  which 
had  prodiuwd  tlie  oouununioation  just  read, 
from  the  Prerfdent  It  related  to  a  sabjeet  d 
deep  interest  to  the  Territory  of  Florida,  as  it 
involved  a  contested  question  of  the  titie  and 
Jurisdiction  over  one  milliun  and  a  half  of 
acres  of  land.  The  Uoited  States  were,  of 
oonise,  interested  in  an  investigation  of  that 
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title,  which  is  claimed  bj  tiie  State  of  Oeoi^ia 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  charter  of  the  colony, 
and  by  the  United  States,  nnder  the  stipola- 
tions  of  the  treaty  of  1796  between  Spain  and 
the  United  States.  The  Territory  of  Florida 
■was  concerned  in  the  decision  of  tiie  right,  and 
stUl  more  in  t^e  Jnrisdiotion  which  will  be 
brought  in  oonfliet  very  toon,  if  this  qnesdon 
is  not  pat  to  rest  There  were  already,  be- 
tweoi  the  two  Unes,  serious  apprehensions  of 
the  inhabitants  whether  they  are  wider  the 
control  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  or  nnder  that 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida. In  a  very  short  period  qnestions  will 
arise  whether  tiie  inhabitants  of  the  dispnted 
territory  are  to  serve  on  jories,  work  oo  roads, 
and  ray  taxes  to  one  or  the  other  Gk>vernmeat. 
The  Sbtte  of  Georgia  had  disposed  of  the  qoes- 
tion  in  a  snmmary  way,  by  mnninj;  Ibe  line 
according  to  the  view  the  aathorities  <rf  the 
State  entertain  of  the  snlt}eet  We  claim,  and 
tiie  United  States  are  prepared  to  maintain  it, 
that  this  land  was  ceded  oj  Spun  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, $aA  that  tite  line  has'  been  mn  and 
settled,  under  the  treaty  of  1796,  and  that  all 
the  land  sonth  of  that  line  was  acquired^  is 
now  owned  by  the  United  States,  and  is  a  com- 
ponent part  of  the  Territory  he  represented. 
To  understand  tbis  question  properly,  it  woold 
be  necessary  to  print,  for  the  ose  of  the  House, 
with  tlus  Message,  the  previous  correspond- 
ence and  reports  on  uie  subject;  and  he 
woold  submit  a  motion  to  print  the  Message, 
and  documents  accompanying  the  same,  as  well 
as  those  heretc^ore  presented,  that  the  House 
might  act  upon  the  sal^eet  with  a  fall  knowl- 
edge of  the  feoti.  Mr.  w.  moved  to  refbr  them 
to  the  Committee  on  th^  Jndidary ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Whitb  asked  the  House  to  allow  him 
to  present  a  letter  he  had  the  honor  to  receive 
from  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  another  from  the 
dranghtsman  of  the  General  Land  Office,  relat- 
ing to  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  Spun 
and  the  United  States. 

The  motion  was  received,  and  &o  pi^rs  or- 
ctored  to  be  printed. 

Virffinia  Land  Clainu. 

The  HooM  took  np  the  bill  for  the  a^ost- 
xnent  oi  the  daim  of  certidn  officers  and  sol- 
dim  ctf  the  Virginia  oontinentol  line  and 
navy,  daring  the  revolutionary  war. 

mx.  WioKLim  ezpreised  a  hope  that  the 
Honse  would  order  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading.  Scrip  bad  been  issned  fVom 
the  laud  office  for  land  warrants  wrongly  lo- 
cated in  the  military  reserve  laud  in  Ohio,  from 
what  he  conceived  to  be  an  erroneous  con- 
struction of  the  law  of  16S0  on  the  subject. 
The  land  warrants  located  on  lands  of  prior 
occupation  should  have  been  relocated  on  other 
lands,  and  not  met  by  an  issue  of  scrip.  He 
adverted  to  the  epeonlations  in  them  when 
they  were  selling  at  the  rata  of  twenty  or 
Oimj  dollars  tiie  hnndred  acres ;  and  stated 


[a  or  R. 

that  scrip  had  been  issued  on  tbis  wrong  con- 
struction of  the  law  to  ttie  amonnt  of  seventeen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres. 

Mr.  DoDDniDas  sud  that  he  was  not  at  prea- 
ent  prepu«d  to  say  any  thing  either  in  favor  of 
or  against  the  bill.  He  was  anxious  for  farther 
information  reepeotlng  it,  and  tiiertfore  should 
move  its  pos^HHienient  till  next  Monday  two 
weeks. 

Mr.  "WicKum  aaii  the  ^^stem  of  wUoh  be 
oomplfdned  of  issuing  scrip,  would,  in  tiie  mean 
time,  be  oontinaed,  to  the  great  injory  of  th» 
public  donuun. 

Mr.  DoDDBii>oB  said  the  appropriation  was  ex- 
hansted,  and  no  further  imnry  could  arise. 

Mr.  WiOKLiFFB  asked  if  he  understood  the 
gentieman  from  Vir^nia  to  say  that  there 
were  no  farther  claims  on  the  military  reserve 
between  the  Miao^  and  the  Scioto. 

Mr.  DoDDmnox  sud  yes;  there  were  no 
ekums  to  be  satisfied  on  Ibe  land  throa^bont 
the  whole  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  WiCKum  said  tiut  did  not  ranora  the 
injury  he  apprehended.  The  oommisumer  of 
the  land  omce  might  issue  scrip  for  the  whole 
amonnt  of  two  hundred  and  ten  thoussad 
acres,  aothoriaed  by  the  bill,  and  for  the 
whole  of  which  the  Government  would  be' re- 
sponsible. The  appropriation  only  restrained 
the  locations. 

The  queetim  was  taken  on  the  motion  far 
postponement,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  77,  n^s  Cfi. 

Siwth  OanUaa  CZsAni. 

The  House  proceeded  to  I2ie  nnfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  whtoh  was  the  cmaderation 
o{  the  bill  for  the  adjostment  and  settiement 
of  the  daims  of  South  Carolina  ag^nst  the 
United  States ;  uai  the  question  bein^  on  con- 
curring with  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs in  the  amendment  proposed  by  them, 
which  appropriates  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  to  reimburse  that  amonnt  paid  by 
the  Le^slature  of  South  Carolina  for  blankets 
fhmished  to  the  militia  serving  in  that  State 
during  the  last  war, 

Mr.  BuiK,  of  South  Carolina,  entered  briefly 
into  a  statement  of  tbe  peeuliar  droumstanoes 
under  which  this  money  bad  been  tnproniated 
by  the  State.  He  adverted  to  tSie  iaabuity  of 
the  General  Government  to  attori  SouUi  Caro- 
lina the  protection  to  which,  by  the  constitu- 
tion, she  was  entitled;  its  request  that  the 
State  would  avail  herself  of  her  own  re- 
sources, and  the  manner  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment and  citizens  bad  volunteered  for  that 
end.  He  admitted  that  the  allowance  of 
blankete  to  militia  serving  less  thui  twelve 
montbs  was  unosoal ;  bat  insisted  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case  and  the  equity  of  the  claim. 
His  State  had  never  been  a  troublesome  suitor 
before  the  House.  She  bad  rarely  petitioned 
at  its  bar  for  any  thing,  and  all  die  now  de- 
manded was  dieer,  snbstantial  justice.  She 
had  been  a  large  oontributor  to  the  national 
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strong  box,  and  he  submitted  it  to  ^Dtlemea 
vbetber  it  was  liberal,  ^nst,  or  politic  to  deal 
with  Soath  Carolina  as  if  she  were  a  swindler, 
and  to  ftppljr  to  the  equitable  demands  oi  a 
patriotic  State  the  same  ri^d  role  as  if  thej 
were  a^nsting  claims  in  a  shop. 

Kr.  MoEBimAN,  of  Pa.,  s^  that  he  had  lis- 
tened with  attention  to  the  argnments  addnoed^ 
had  read  the  report  with  care,  and  felt  an  anz- 
ioas  desire,  if  ne  could  consistently  do  it,  to 
rapport  the  bill ;  bat,  after  an  examination  of 
the  subject,  he  was  oonstruned  to  say  that  he 
agreed  in  sentiment  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginta,  QSr.  MoOot,)  and  conld  not  consci- 
entiouslr  vote  in  favor  of  the  item  now  clumed. 
He  woald  briefly  state  the  reasons  of  his  dis- 
sent It  was  conceded  on  all  hands  that  the 
StfLte  had  DO  daim  in  law  to  this  allowance ; 
and  it  was  sooght  to  be  nipported  on  ground* 
of  jostioe  and  eqoity..  What  were  the  fiutst 
The  troops  In  question  had  been  dranghted  tn 
the  midst  of  summer;  and  before  the  aeason 
arrived  when  blankets  wonld  be  necessarr, 
enongh  of  their  pay  had  been  dne  to  enable 
them  to  supply  themselves  with  blankets  out 
of  their  own  ftands,  as  the  law  required  they 
should  do.  In  other  parts  of  the  Union,  when 
mSiUa  had  stood  in  need  of  blankets,  they  had 
sometimes  been  furnished  by  the  States,  but 
the  amount  had  always  been  deducted  fh>m  the 
soldier's  pay.  It  was  said  that  these  militia 
were  poor,  that  ther  were  called  ont  on  a  sad- 
den emergency,  ana  Uie  exigency  of  the  oir- 
cnnifltanoes  had  been  such  as  to  indnoe  the  Leg- 
islature of  SoqUi  Carolina,  out  of  humanity  and 
Hberali^  to  her  own  citizen  soldiers,  to  make 
the  advance,  for  which  remuneration  was  now 
dumed.  He  admitted  the  fact,  and  accorded 
to  that  State  all  praise  for  her  liberality,  but 
there  he  must  stop.  Saoh  an  expendttare  fur- 
nished no  ground  of  dum  upon  the  Qeneral 
Government.  Were  aU  the  sacrifloes  and  suf- 
ferings of  our  militia  confined  to  South  Caroli- 
na f  Ber  soldiers  had  served  in  the  midst  of 
a  rich,  fertile,  liberal,  and  humane  community, 
and  their  sufferings  did  not  amount  to  a  drop 
in  the  bucket,  In  comparison  with  those  which 
bad  been  endured  in  other  parts  of  the  Union, 
and  especially  on  the  Northwestern  frontier. 
In  other  parts  of  the  country,  when  a  citizen 
soldier  was  in  a  state  of  destitution,  his  appeal 
was  made  to  his  fellow-citizens,  and  his  wants 
supplied  by  the  liberality  of  the  public  Hr. 
HoiC.  here  adverted  to  the  exertions  which  had 
been  made  in  Pittsburg  and  its  neighborhood, 
in  fhrnishing  the  Tolanteers  with  ail  they  need- 
ed, and  he  insisted  that  if  the  present  items 
should  be  allowed,  all  who  had  made  such  con- 
tributions wonld  be  entitled  to  a  remuneration, 
as  much  as  South  Oarolina.  The  amount  might 
be  oomparativdy  nnall,  bat  where  was  the 
difference  in  prUiolpIef  Claims  of  this  kind 
might  be  advanced  by  the  whole  Western  conn- 
try.  Other  States,  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
oould  present  large  demands  on  similar  gronnds. 
Should  this  door  onoe  be  opened,  where  would  , 
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be  an  end.  of  the  drun  upon  the  Tressnryl 
Conld  any  gentieman  say  woere  these  demsods 
would  terminate !  The  law  had  fixed  the  prio- 
oiple,  and  he  could  see  no  reason  why  it  should 
be  departed  frrnn. 

Ur.  HoDuFiiB  8^d  be  shonld  be  sorry  Indeed 
that  South  Oarolina  should  establish  the  prece- 
dent of  an  unjust  demand  upon  the  Irasnry. 
But  he  shonta  be  equally  sorry,  on  the  otber 
hand,  should  his  State  be  deprived  of  her  H^la 
because  other  States  had  similar  rights.  The 
true  view  of  the  question  was  this :  shall  tLe 
United  States  refund  to  Sooth  Carolina  tlie 
money  she  actually  advanced  for  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  t  He  adverted  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  late  war,  and  wkei 
wheUier  It  was  becoming,  after  a  State  had  ss- 
sumed  a  respondbUity  not  imposed  on  it  by  the 
omstitntioD,  and  had  defended  the  Union  frnn 
attacks  of  the  enony,  that  the  GovermiKiU 
ought  to  descend  to  a  huckstering  calenladoo 
as  to  the  items  of  the  account.  Ought  the 
State,  after  actually  expending  the  money  so- 
cordingto  her  best  judgment,  to  lose  it  I 

Mr,  WBrrruurr  believed  tiie  gentleman  wss 
incorrect  in  supposiug  that  there  was  any  \&w 
which  required  the  United  States  to  furnish  the 
militia  with  blankets  at  all.  An  act  had  indeed 
been  passed  allowing  the  President  to  accept 
the  services  of  certain  volunteers,  and  it  pro- 
vided for  the  furnishing  them  witit  blankets, 
but  tbere  was  no  general  law  on  the  subject 
UUitia  reodved  oMtmensatjon  for  thnr  aemcei, 
and  were  to  frvnisn  themselves  ont  of  thete 
pay.  When  advances  were  made  to  fhera  by 
their  State,  the  unount  was  always  deducted 
from  their  pay.  Shoold  the  item  be  allowed, 
the  result  would  be  this :  that  when  the  mili^a 
fhmished  themselves,  as  they  were  required 
do,  their  State  would  raise  no  daim ;  but  vben- 
ever  the  militia  n^lected  to  do  eo,  the  State 
ont  of  humanity  would  supply  thecn,  and  the 
United  States  must  pay  for  all.  And,  fhrther, 
not  a  soldier  would  furnish  himself  but  woald 
not  have  a  Just  claim  agfunst  the  United  States 
to  the  amount  of  his  blanket;  nor  oould  tbe 
claim  be  resisted.  Hie  true  role  was  tiits: 
when  the  United  States  were  bonnd  to  ftaraidi 
individuals  in  their  service  with  any  particular 
article,  and  tbe  Treasory  being  insi^cient,  a 
State  volunteered  to  do  it,  then  the  United 
States  must  refund.  But  when  the  in^ridnal 
himself^  or  the  State  to  which  he  belonged,  was 
bound  to  Aimish  the  article,  then  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  pay.  The  principle  of  this 
claim  would  go  yet  further.  If  the  General 
Government  were  bound  to  pay  for  blankets, 
tbey  were  as  much  bound  to  pay  for  dotbing. 
On  this  subject  Mr.  W.  quoted  a  case  which  hUA 
come  beftSre  the  Oommittee  of  Clainu^  where 
the  claim,  though  not  so  strong  as  the  present, 
was  strenuously  redsted,  «id  the  bill  allowing 
it  struggled  with  dtfltoilty  through  tbe  House. 

Mr.  NuoEOLU  said :  I  do  not  rise,  Kr.  Speak- 
er, to  ^scuss  the  general  merits  of  the  chum 
now  under  oonaiaerati<HL    I  bad  belted  that 
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when  the  Boose  had  considered  the  peculiar 
nature  and  the  oinramstanoeB  under  which  the 
mUitaiT  ohum  of  South  Carolina  had  accrned, 
it  woold  hare  addressed  itself  to  the  Justice, 
patriodsm,  and  honor  of  this  assembly  so  di- 
rectly as  to  preclude  all  debate.  I  had  partic- 
nlarly  deeir^  that  no  representatire  fVom  Car- 
olioa  should  feel  it  necessary  to  urge  its  allow- 
ance, when  Hie  very  fact  of  its  existence  re- 
flected so  mach  honor  oa  the  public  spirit  of 
our  State.  I  relied  on  the  intelligence  of  this 
body  to  estimate  its  justice,  and  their  equity  to 
direct  its  payment.  But,  sir,  I  find  I  am  mis- 
takeo.  OtgectiooB  an  rused  to  the  particular 
item  inserted  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
which  is  now  before  the  House.  This  section 
contains  an  appropriation  of  7,600  doUars  for 
blankets  purchased  by  the  State  for  the  use  of 
her  soldiera,  when  the  tents  furnished  by  this 
GoTcrament  were  insufficient  for  their  protec- 
tion. Honorable  gentlemen  have  objected  to 
this  allowance  .os  uDusual  and  improper,  be- 
cause, by  the  regulation  of  the  United  States, 
blankets  are  not  famished  to  troops  serving  for 
less  than  a  year.  Others  object  to  it,  because,  if 
it  be  allowed  in  this  case,  other  States  may  prefer 
the  same  demand,  and  that  dangerous  inroads 
will  be  made  on  the  Treasmr.  Sir,  I  will  en- 
ter into  no  argument  in  rep^  to  these  objeo- 
tiona.  Bat  I  fed  bound' to  sar  tiiat  they  do 
not  partake  of  that  spirit  which  animated 
Oorouna  in  meeting  the  exigencies  of  that  day  I 
What  was  her  dtuation,  and  how  did  she  meet 
it  I  Sir,  the  enemy's  vessels  were  off  our 
coast,  and  every  indication  of  an  invasion  of 
our  territory,  and  saclung  of  our  cities.  This 
Government  farnlshed  none  of  those  munitions 
for  our  defence,  which  it  was  her  coaititutional 
duty  to  have  furnished,  and  when  applied  to  for 
that  purpose,  responded  that  she  had  not  the 
means,  and  oouth  Oarolina  must  defend  herself. 
She  called  out  her  troops,  and  armed,  clothed, 
and  fad  them.  Sir,  there  was  no  quibbling 
about  dmng  this,  Ko  calculations  madeu 
whether  or  no  she  might  be  repaid  fw  all 
this,  or  whether  it  squm'ed  with  the  regula- 
tioos  tiie  United  States.  Her  officers  com- 
manding these  troops,  seeing  that  the  very  lives 
of  her  soldiers  were  endai^red  for  want  of 
covering,  did  not  hesitate  to  call  on  the  Legis- 
lature, and  that  body,  disregarding  the  cost, 
appropriated  the  amount  contained  in  this  sec- 
tion for  the  purchase  of  blanketE.  Sudh  were 
the  oircnmstances  under  which  these  articles 
were  fonushed,  and  such  the  manner  in  which 
this  House  meets  them.  Sir,  I  do  not  feel  it 
proper  the  r^treseatWTes  of  OaroUna 
should  higgle  with  this  House  for  sums  thus 
expended.  Thc^y  flowed  firom  her  patriotisms 
she  will  not  beg  them  from  your  Justice. 


TnasDAT,  January  10,  1882. 
Apportummant  Bill. 
The  House  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  lii,  Hon- 


[H.  ovB. 

HAv,  of  New  Tori:,  in  the  ch^r,  and  took  up 
the  bill  regulating  the  apportionment  of  repre- 
sentatives accordmg  to  the  fifth  censns. 

The  bill  was  read :  [it  proposed  that  one  re^ 
resentative  be  allowed  to  every  48,000  inhabit*, 
ants,  after  the  deduction  of  Indians  not  taxed, 
and  two-fifths  of  the  slave  population ;  and 
then  went  on  to  declare  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives in  each  State,  on  this  rule  of  appor- 
tionment.] 

In  introducing  the  bill,  Mr.  Polk  observed 
that  the  committee  had  felt  a  great  difficulty, 
and  even  imposubility,  of  recommending  any 
ratio  of  representation  which  should  obtam 
nnanimooB  assent  of  the  House.  The  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  of  the  United  States  in 
that  House  depended,  according  to  the  consti- 
tution, not  on  the  total  population  of  the 
Union,  but  on  the  respective  numbers  of  in- 
habitants in  the  several  States,  excluding  all 
Indians  not  taxed,  and,  also,  two-fifths  of  the 
slaves,  and  including  all  other  persons.  No 
ratio  could  be  adopted  which  would  be  per- 
fectly equfd  in  its  results  upon  all  the  States : 
whatever  number  might  be  fixed  on  as  entitling 
to  a  representative  on  that  floor,  there  must  be 
factions  left  in  most  of  the  States,  larger  in 
some  and  smaller  in  others.  This  inequality, 
however  it  might  be  regretted,  had  its  cause  m 
the  constitution  itselt  It  had  been  bo  senMbly 
felt  when  the  ratio  of  representation  was  estab- 
lished by  the  first  Oongress,  that  they  had  at- 
tempted to  remedy  it  by  allowing  to  such  of 
the  States  as  had  very  lai^  residuary  fractions 
an  additional  representative.  The  tiien  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  General  Washing- 
ton, after  mature  consideration,  and  after  de- 
taining the  bill  in  his  hands  nntil  the  last  day 
allowed  for  his  decision  upon  it,  sent  it  back  to 
Congress  with  his  veto,  and  tibe  reasons  of  it, 
which  were  two,  viz.,  tiiat  no  common  divisor 
would  g^ve  to  the  States  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives allowed  ^em  by  the  bill ;  and  that 
the  proposed  number  of  representatives  was 
greater  than  one  for  werj  80,000 ;  and  that, 
therefore,  the  bill  was  unconstitutional.  The 
Hoose  had  acquiesced  in  this  construction,  and 
reported  accordingly  a  new  bill,  the  effect  of 
which  was  that  each  State  lost  its  supernu- 
merary fraction.  This  early  exposition  of  the 
constitution  had  been  afterwards  regarded  as 
settled,  and  had  been  acted  on  ever  since.  The 
constitution  imposed  but  two  limitations  on 
this  matter :  the  one  was,  that  no  State  should 
have  more  representatives  than  one  for  eveiy 
80,000  inhabitants;  and,  on  tiie  other  hand, 
that  every  State  dionld  be  entitled  to  one  rep- 
resentative. The  eflbot  was  that  t^e  greatest 
number  of  representatives  at  this  tbne  could 
be  no  more  than  897 ;  the  smallest,  24.  The 
committee  had  recommended  a  number  which 
they  considered  a  just  medium  between  these 
two  extremes.  It  would  give  a  House  of  such 
dimensions,  that,  on  the  one  hand,  the  people 
would  not  be  deprived  of  an  adequate  repre- 
aentatiott,  and,  on  the  other,  the  numbers  of 
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members  would  dot  be  snch  as  to  render  the 
House  multitudinous,  unwleldr,  and  inoon- 
Tenieot.  In  17B0,  the  number  fixed  on  as  en- 
titled to  a  representative  had  been  80,000 ;  in 
1800,  88,000 ;  in  1810,  85,000 ;  and  in  1820, 
40,000.  The  bill nowreported proposed 48,000. 
This  was  a  greater  angmentation  than  had 
tatceo  place  in  forty  years.  Looking  to  the 
nnaToidable  inequality  of  the  operatioo  of  any 
ratio  they  conld  pn^>0M»  the  (NM&mittee  had 
also  oonndered  the  efibct  of  vartons  ratios  in 
leaving  the  unrepresented  fraotioofi  In  the  dif- 
ferent States ;  and,  after  maturely  oonsIderiDg 
a])d  comparing  the  ^fficulties,  they  had  come 
to  the  condusion  that  48,000  distributed  the 
fractions  asequally  among  the  States  as  any  other 
number  wfaicK  could  be  fixed  upon.  ThQ  ag- 
gregate amount  of  all  the  fracttoaa  left  by  this 
arrangement  would  be  547,488.  The  commit- 
tee had  had  no  criteria  from  which  to  Judge  to 
what  number  of  members  the  House  would  be 
most  likely  to  assent  There  existed  a  variety 
of  opioiona,  whose  advocates  were  in  favor  of 
a  House  more  or  less  numerous.  If  resort 
dioold  be  had  to  expertenoe,  many  were  of 
opinion  that  the  number  of  the  exisung  House 
was  q[Dite  large  enough,  and  might  very  oon- 
reniendy  be  oont^nM.  He  had,  himself^  at 
first,  agreed  in  this  opinion ;  but  he  had  subse- 
quently been  induced  to  coincide  with  a  mifjor- 
ity  of  the  committee  in  the  opinion  that  there 
ought  to  be  some  proportion  observed  between 
the  increase  and  wide-spread  population  of  the 
country,  and  its  representation  in  ^t  House. 

Kr.  Cbaio,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  words  "forty-eight" 
wherever  they  occurred,  so  as  to  leave  the 
Dumber  blank. 

Hr.  Jabtib,  of  Kaine,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Csaio,  inserting  the 
words  "  seventy-five,"  vhidi  was  nwatived. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  motion 
of  Ifr.  Okaio  to  strike  ont  tiie  wturda  "  fin:^- 

The  debate  was  now  resumed  with  great 
spirit  and  animation,  and  was  continaed  by  the 
following  gentlemen:  Messrs.  Pole,  DAjnar^ 
Adaub,  WioKLiFFB,  Obaio,  Tatlob,  Yihton, 
and  MoDuFFiB ;  when 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  pn^ess. 

Mr.  WioELiFFB  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  and  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee who  had  reported  it,  with  iDstmctions 
to  report  it  in  blank ;  but 

TIm  Spsakeb  pronounced  such  a  motion  at 
this  time  out  of  order,  onleBS  by  the  onanimoos 
consent  of  the  House. 

Whereupon,  the  House  a^oumed. 


Tbdbsdat,  January  12. 
Coloninnff  Fret  Hiegroet. 
Mr.  3smm  moved  the  followiiu:  resolu- 
tion: 


Betolved,  Tbst  a  committee  be  ftppobt^d  to  in- 
quire into  the  expe^ency  of  making  an  sppropm- 
tioQ  for  the  purpose  of  remoTing  mm  the  United 
Ststes  and  her  territories,  the  free  people  of  color, 
and  coIoniuDg  them  on  the  coast  of  Africa  or  else- 
where. 

In  supporting  the  resolution,  Mr.  Jkkifxb 
olwervea  that  the  State  of  Maryland  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  subject  of  the  resola- 
tion,  inasmuch  as  she  possessed  a  greater  actual 
amount  of  the  population  referred  to  tbu  taj 
other  State  in  the  Union.  Virginia,  he  W 
lieved,  stood  next^  in  this  respect ;  and  IMa- 
ware,  in  proportion  to  her  whole  populstion. 
had  possibly  still  more  than  either.  Marylttd 
felt  severely  the  evils  resulting  from  the  pres- 
ence of  a  pnpalation  d  this  desoription;  and  if 
there  existed  within  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment a  constitutional  remedy,  she  i>elieved  it 
ought  to  be  applied  for  her  relief.  If  there 
was  any  sul^ect  in  which  that  State  might  be 
said  to  feel  a  more  lively  interest  than  in  ahoost 
any  other,  it  was  this.  It  was  expedient,  and 
very  desirable,  that  if  any  l^iuatiiHi  took 
place  on  thia  subject^  it  sacmld  be  had  at  ai 
early  a  period  as  poaaiUeu  The  Legialatorei  of 
sevtfol  of  the  States  were  now  in  sesrion,  and 
some  of  tiiem  would  he  looking  to  the  Genod 
Government  for  its  co-operation.  If,  on  d^b- 
eration,  it  should  be  concluded  that  there  was 
no  provision  in  the  constitution,  and  no  means 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  then  the 
States  would  have  to  look  to  their  own  re- 
sources ;  had  they  oughts  to  Jmow  this  as  earl; 
as  practicable.  He  had  proposed  a  Select  Coot- 
mittee  on  this  subject,  only  because  there  was 
no  standing  committee  to  whom  it  seemed  to 
belong. 

Mr.  Sfbioht  s^d  tliat  the  subject  emliraced 
in  the  resolution  was  one  of  greia  importno^ 
and  he  whdied  the  gentleman  would  ooBseat  to 
defer  the  reference  for  a  few  dqrs.  It  was  ooe 
on  which  he  had  himself  reoeived  many  oom- 
mnnications  from  bis  constituents,  and  he  vaa 
desirous  that  ^me  further  time  might  be 
allowed  him  before  any  action  of  the  House 
was  insisted  upon.  Mr,  S,  said  he  was  ui  favcx' 
of  the  policy  which  dictated  the  resolution, 
and,  could  he  he  satisfied  that  the  General 
Government  possessed  the  power  referred  to, 
he  should  Ik  very  glad  to  see  snch  a  meaaue 
adopted.  He  would  suggest  to  the  gentlemuk 
ttom  Maryland  the  expediency  of  postponing 
the  measure  until  Monday  next  He  wished 
the  genUeman  distinctly  to  understand  tiuths 
was  not  against  the  resolntion,  but  was  in  fevor 
oS  the  prindide  contained  in  it. 

Mr.  JKsmB  thereupm  agreed  to  &o  post- 
ponement 

Wbdnbsdat,  January  18, 
Apportimtnent  Bill. 
The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Hi.  Polx, 
went  into  a  Committee  d  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Hoifhav  in  the  ebair, 
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and  took  up  the  apportionmetit  bill.  The  qoes- 
tion  was  on  the  amendment  moved  b^  Mr. 
HcBBABD,  to  strike  oat  48,000,  and  insert 
44,000,  so  as  to  make  the  latter  the  ratio. 

Mr.  DoiTBUDAT  said  that  he  rose  merelj  to 
GtUTOot  a  fidse  impresmon  tiiat  appeared  to  pre- 
Tful  in  respect  to  the  fractioiu.  If  genUemen 
would  Investigate  this  subject,  tiiqr  would,  per- 
haps, find  they  had  leas  reason  to  oomplwn  of 
the  fractions  left  their  respective  States,  than 
they  had  aapposod.    They  would  then  be  pre- 

{larad  to  vote  on  principle,  and  we  should  find 
ess  diffiotdty  in  passing  a  bill.    He  was  not 

gartial  to  a  ratio  of  48,000 ;  it  would  leave  his 
tate  a  large  fraction — a  f^tioiw)f  more  than 
41,000.  But  if  oven  that  number  suited  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House,  be  presumed  the  State  of 
iTew  York  would  not  complain.  We  had 
lieard  that  Virginia  and  Maryland  would  have 
large  fractions  by  which  they  would  suffer  in- 
Jiu^ee.  Well,  what  ooght  to  be  thwr  frac- 
tions ?  At  a  ratio  oi  48,000,  Hm  aggregate  of 
fiwetions  would  be  647,488,  which,  divided 
amongst  the  twen^-fbnr  States,  would  give  an 
averse  of  22,812.  The  fraction  of  Virginia 
would  be  21,848,  and  that  of  Maryland,  16,508. 
"Virginia  would  be  favored  about  1,000,  and 
Maryland  about  7,000.  These  would  be  fa- 
vored States.  If  gentlemen  were  determined 
their  States  should  have  no  fractions  at  all,  or 
even  less  than  the  average  fractions,  it  would 
l^e  evident  that  no  ratio  whatever  could  unite 
a  majority  of  votes,  and,  of  course,  we  could 
not  pass  a  hill. 

}£r.  Qrennbll,  of  Massadiusetts,  was  in 
fiiTor  of  the  amendment  which  proposed  to  fix 
the  ratio  of  repreaeutatiou  at  44,000.  Tliat 
ratio  would  ^ve  a  House  of  Representatives, 
consisting  of  269  members,  and  more  numerous 
by  46,  than  the  present  la  briefly  assigning 
the  reasons  for  the  vote  he  should  give  ou  this 
questioa,  it  was  not  his  purpose,  he  said,  to  call 
ttie  attention  of  the  committee  to  any  minute 
calculation  of  the  effect  of  various  ratios. 
[Every  practical  calculation  of  that  sort,  on 
ratios  as  high  as  80,000,  seemed  to  have  been 
laid  before  the  House,  and  must  be  familiM'  to 
the  members. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  prefo*  the  ratio  proposed 
liy  the  amendment  to  any  above  it  that  has 
been  mentioned,  in  the  bill,  or  in  debate ;  tw- 
eanse  it  will  not  reduce  the  present  number  of 
represents^ives  on  this  floor  from  any  State  in 
the  Union.  Nor  will  it,  in  my  apprehension, 
swell  the  numbers  of  this  House  to  an  incon- 
venient size  for  the  transaction  of  the  public 
business,  I  acknowledge  myself  an  advocate 
for  a  numerous  House  of  Representatives,  as 
being  most  consistent  with  the  genius  and  de- 
sign of  tins  Gk)verDment.  Is  it  not  constituted 
to  reflect  the  popular  wiU  1  But  the  perfection 
of  the  r^reMitative  principle  is  only  found 
where  the  public  agents  exhibit,  most  truly,  the 
sentiments,  wishes,  feelings,  and  interests  of 
the  whole  people.  This  great  object  ia  most 
completely  attuned  by  nrming  a  numerous 


[H.  ow  R, 

House  on  a  comparatively  small  ratio.  On  such 
a  body  of  representatives,  the  people  will  im- 
press* their  own  character.  But  the  higher  yon 
ruse  the  ratio,  the  further  you  remove  the 
member  from  his  constibientB,  from  their  inter- 
course  and  sympatliiea.  and  the  farther  you  de- 
part from  ike  true  pnnciple  of  representation. 
If  this  be  so,  a^  Mr.  6.,  how  oaa  a  body  of 
representatives  be  said  to  reflect  the  oharaioter 
and  wiQ  of  the  people,  when,  either  from  the 
extent  of  their  districts,  or  the  great  number 
of  their  oonstituents,  they  can  lurdly  be  sup- 
posed to  understand  their  sentiments  or  Inter- 
ests I  On  the  other  hand,  how,  in  such  a  state 
of  things,  is  the  member  to  make  known  to 
them,  clearly  and  effectually,  the  measures,  the 
men,  and  tiie  policy  of  their  Oovemmentt 
The  representative  stands,  in  some  sort,  be- 
tween the  Grovemment  and  his  constituents, 
the  medium  of  communication  and  action. 
They  deure  to  hold  him  to  a  ^r  reeponubility 
for  his  publio  acta.  This  necessary  estrange- 
ment, 01  which  I  speak,  between  members  and 
the  people  they  may  have  been  ohoeen  to  rep- 
resent, will  open  the  way  for  demagogues,  by 
arts  and  imposition,  to  excite  the  populw  jeal- 
ousy, and  supplant  the  representative  in  uieir 
favor  and  conhdenoe. 

But,  sir,  I  find  some  support  for  my  position, 
in  the  fact  stated  by  my  honorable  colleague, 
(Mr.  Adajis,)  that  the  first  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives under  the  constitution,  which  con- 
sisted of  65  members,  bore  the  same  propor- 
tion to  the  popnlatioQ  of  the  country,  which 
the  number  ^ven  by  the  amendment  to  the  bill 
bears  to  our  present  population.  I  am  ^ad  to 
find  the  ooinddence ;  for  I  love  to  revert  to 
that  glorious  period,  and  to  the  men  of  that 
period.  I  fear  we  are  fast  departing  from  their 
safe  examples,  and  discarding  th^  lessons  of 
political  wisdom. 

When  the  people  accepted  the  oonstitntion, 
they  supposed  they  discovered  great  security 
for  their  dear-bought  rights,  in  the  provision  for 
a  body  of  representatives  chosen  by  them* 
selves.  It  was  their  chief  hope.  To  them 
alone  were  they  willing  to  confide  the  power  of 
originating  .laws  by  whidi  they  were  to  be 
taxed.  No  matter  whence  th^  derived  the 
hint  for  this  wise  and  cautious  provision,  I 
refer  to  the  fact,  simply  as  iUnstrating  the  i>ol- 
icy  of  the  people  of  that  time,  in  constinoting 
that  branch  of  the  National  L^islature,  which, 
by  its  members,  issuing  from  amon^them- 
seives,  would  alone  be  competent  to  carry  out 
their  purposes,  speak  their  language,  sustmn 
their  spirit,  and  embody  their  character.  An- 
other fact  gives  some  testimony  to  the  point  in 
question.  By  the  oonstitntion,  80,000  was  es- 
tablished as  the  first  ratio  of  representation. 
This  was  a  startiing  feature.  It  was  opposed  in 
many  of  the  State  conventions.  In  that  of 
Massachusetts,  many  c(msidered  80,000  people 
as  too  great  a  number  to  be  represented  by  one 
individual  But  stUl  it  was  finally  iudged  that 
the  House  of  Bepresentativea,  as  ft  was  then 
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oonstitated,  ia  nnmben  and  in  powers,  might 
be  a  just  counterpoise  to  the  Ezeootive  Depart- 
ment of  the  Govemment.  Sir,  the  people  are 
bIov  to  ohange  their  sentiments  of  poHtical  ex- 
pediency ;  and  I  Tentnre  the  assertion,  that  the 
same  jealons^are  for  a  fall  popular  repreeenta- 
tioa  atill  pnradM  the  nation.  And  ooold  Ha 
NO  Be  of  the  people  thenuelvvB  be  ooUected,  on 
fhis  monmktooB  qneBtimi,  it  would  be  dedsTe 
In  faTor  of  it. 

Bat,  said  Mr.  a  nnmerona  pOT>nIar  repre- 
sentation haa  not  only  been  regu-ded,  throng^ 
all  oar  history,  as  a  favorite  feature  of  onr  re- 
pnblioan  system,  most  consonant  with  its  spirit 
and  design,  and  as  most  of  all  reflecting  the 
charaoter  of  the  conntry,  hot  it  most  ever 
remain  the  safest  depository  of  power.  It  is  a 
common  compMot,  that  the  tenoeaoy  of  power, 
in  a  free  Oovemment,  is  to  the  bands  of  a 
few.  If  an  aristocratio  inflnence  shall  ever 
arise,  wider  any  Administration  of  this  Govern- 
ment, lure,  In  this  Hall  of  the  people's  repre- 
■entatirea,  mnst  be  fonnd  the  ranedy,  the 
oonnteraoting  power.  Oonld  a  nnmerons  House 
ever  be  subjected  to  saoh  control  I  Sir,  it 
would  be  detested  and  repelled  by  the  oharao- 
teristic  Jealon^,  independence,  and  firmness  of 
a  popular  representation.  I  see  other  reasons 
for  a  rigid  adherence  to  this  cardinal  prindple 
in  onr  Govemment  The  time  may  come  when 
Ezecmtive  influence  will  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  tbls  Hoose,  to  awe  it  into  Bubsenrienoy, 
or  oormpt  its  acti<Hi.  It  may  be  attempted  to 
Im  exercosed  among  the  members,  not,  perhaps, 
by  direct  aaBanlts  npon  their  integrity,  but  oy 
the  arts,  and  flatteries,  and  taron  which  ambi* 
tim  knows  so  well  how  to  employ.  lo  sodi 
timei,  where  is  the  pec^Ie's  first  relianoef  In 
a  snull  body  of  representatives  f  No,  rir; 
they  would  find  safety  in  numbers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in 
my  opinion  on  tiiis  subject,  when  I  consider 
the  great  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  in  the  Exeoutire  of  this  Government,  and 
the  patronage  in  his  power  to  bestow.  Having 
the  power  of  nomination  (which  may,  in  some 
future  period,  and  with  a  subservient  Senate, 
be  equivalent  to  the  power  of  t^pointment)  of 
oatnnet  offloen^  Ifiidsters  to  forsign  courts,  of 
oSiom  in  the  army  and  the  navy;  appoint- 
ments to  the  almost  oountlMS  offices  and  em- 
]^oyments  connected  with  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment, and  the  sales  of  the  pnblio  domain — 
h(Mi4|I  6^,  this  prodi^ouB  amount  of  patron- 
age, would  it  be  marvellous,  if  some  Executive, 
in  fhture  time,  with  a  view  to  carry  some  fa- 
vorite measore  through  a  very  limited  House 
of  Representatives,  should  dispense  a  share  of 
this  patronage  among  the  friends  of  its  meas- 
ures t  Would  attempts  like  this  ever  be  made 
to  bring  over  the  majority  d  a  lan;e  Hoose  f 
Which  ooald  be  moat  eadly  bon^t  up!  It 
was  intended  by  the  OMUtitutioik  that  power 
should  be  so  ^smbnted  among  the  sevenl  de- 
partments of  tliia  Oovemment,  that  no  one 
■hould  erer  aoqaire  an  undue  w^ht  and  infla- 
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en  06,  and  that  neither  should  be  depr^sed. 
But,  sir,  have  we  not,  for  years,  witnttsed  an 
undue  accumulation  of  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  Executive,  and  in  uie  Execntive  and  Sen- 
ate! The  treaty-making  power  alcHie  is 
amaslng  extent,  in  Hitar  posaearion.  wiUi  ill  its 
train  of  incidental  inflnenoes.  And  some  have 
ftered  that  it  mig^t  be  attempted  to  be  exer- 
cdtfed  in  dwogaUon  of  the  legislative  pow<T. 
To  guard  as  far  as  poa^ble  against  the  a&uae  of 
any  or  all  of  these  powers,  this  conntry  wants 
the  vigilance,  firmness,  and  int^ri^,  which 
could  be  combined  in  a  foil  and  numeroos 
House  of  Representatives.  In  every  view, 
therefore,  a  (irge  House  presents  decided  ad- 
vantages ;  and  if  my  reasoning  be  not  decep- 
tive, is  less  liable  to  bad  influences — more  saili 
for  the  people,  and  for  the  constituti<»t 

It  haa  been  sometimee  asked  by  the  advo* 
cates  of  a  small  House,  how  we  would  limit 
the  numbera ;  and  what  rule  shall  be  adopted 
for  that  purpose.  Sir,  I  answer,  as  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country  increases,  I  would  en- 
lai|^  the  represoitation  here  until  it  dionld  be 
apparent  that  on  additional  number  would  pro- 
duce embarrassment  and  inowvenience  in  legis- 
lation. It  should  not  be  bo  large  as  to  be  un- 
wieldy in  action,  nor  yet  so  small  as  to  reflect 
imperfectly  the  character  of  the  conntry.  Has 
any  evil  resulted  from  the  increase  of  numbers 
here  I  What  is  the  en>Mienoe  of  the  country 
on  this  subject !  Is  there  in  this  Honae  lees 
despatch  of  business,  than  in  some  ear^r  pe? 
nods  ghT  the  Government  ?  Leaa  wise  ddibenh 
tiont  Leaa  deomnm  of  debate!  Have  the 
sesnona  of  Ooogress  in  late  years  been  pro* 
tracked  beywid  the  period  ocooi^ed  by  tnem 
when  the  numbers  of  this  House  were  lest 
If  tills  were  so,  the  reason  would  be  fonnd  not 
in  the  delay  produced  by  exceesiTe  numben 
here,  but  in  the  new  interests  and  multiplied 
objeots  of  le^i^tion  that  are  otmstantly  nsiiig 
up  throughout  our  widely  extended  country. 

Mr.  Ohurman,  I  see  and  deprecate  the  teu- 
denoy,  in  this  conntry,  to  adopt  the  habits, 
manners,  and  sentiments  of  the  old  Govern- 
ments of  Europe.  It  becomes  us  to  hdd  back, 
to  rest  upon  the  republican  plainness  of  onr 
national  maraoter,  and  tiie  pwitioal  doctrines 
of  earlier  times.  It  would  be  strange,  indeed, 
if,  while  England  and  France,  and  the  lotur 
under  the  guidance  of  the  illustrious  Lafayette, 
are  radeavoring  to  perfect  their  represenlativ* 
systems,  the  people  of  tlus  enlightened  conn* 
try  should  be  found  adopting  a  course  of  pol- 
icy in  refwenoe  to  onr  own,  illiberal  and 
unwise. 

Sir,  I  have  expressed  the  wish  that  the  ratio 
which  is  to  determine  the  representatiou  here 
for  the  next  ten  years  should  be  such  that  each 
State  ^oold  retain  at  least  its  present  number 
on  this  flow.  I  will  not  deny  that  it  wonld  be 
to  me  a  matter  of  deep  r^{rat  tiiat  the  ^te 
from  whidi  I  oome  shoold  be  depriTod  erf  one 
represattatiTe  in  Congress.  Sacn  will  be  the 
case,  if  the  ratio  be  flxed  at  fiu^-eigfat  thou- 
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■and.  Is  inexpedient?  Ib  it  wise  to  nuie  it  so 
higfi  ?  For  UusBchiuetta  I  ask  no  favor  at  the 
hands  of  this  GtoTemmeDt.  I  onlj  demand  for 
her  jDstioe.  Nor  will  I,  in  advocating  her 
claima,  refer  the  committee  to  her  earlier  his- 
tory. No,  sir,  I  would  speak  only  of  the  re- 
sources and  the  great  interests  of  that  oom- 
moawealtbf  as  they  stand  connected  with  tiiose 
of  onr  common  conntry.  And  in  any  view 
that  I  can  take  of  this  subject,  I  can  discover 
no  natioDtd  considerations  that  seem  to  demand 
the  sacrifice.  Bnt  her  people  will  acquiesce  in 
the  deciuon.  And  thoagh  it  m»j  affect  her 
political  inflnenoe  on&vorBbly,  they  will  be 
content  to  know  that  no  antoward  legUa^n 
here  can  disturb  the  moral  imd  social  condition 
by  which  they  are  distinguished,  nor  the  wise 
and  liberal  institutions  wUoh  they  oherish  as 
the  Wrest  inherituioe  of  tb^  Poritan  an- 
cestors. 

Mr.  AixAiT,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the 
House  in  oppomtion  to  the  amendment  He 
agreed  in  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massschnsetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  and 
the  gentleman  from  Yirginia,  (Mr.  Msbcbb,) 
that  the  question  before  the  House  was  one  <^ 
great  impntanoe;  but  as  to  the  number  of 
members  whioh  the  House  ought  to  contain,  he 
dSSend  widely  from  tiiem  bow.  For  th^  ez- 
perience«  learning,  and  matured  wisdom,  he 
bad  long  entertained  the  most  profoond  r^ard ; 
■fid  to  M  obliged  to  oppose  them,  added  to  his 
Embarrassment  on  the  present  occasion.  Thus 
far  the  question  had  in  general  been  treated  as 
one  of  purely  an  arbitrary  nature,  and  sub- 
jected to  no  certan  rule.  Two,  however,  of 
the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  had  pro- 
posed to  lay  down  a  rule,  which  he  should  now 
proceed  to  examine.  One  of  the  gentlemen 
nCr.  Adams)  had  reminded  the  House  that  the 
first  Congress  contained  but  sixty-five  mem- 
bers, since  whioh  the  popnlatiou  of  the  ooon- 
try  bad  increased  fourf(^d;  and  should  Hie 
number  **  44 "  be  adopted,  and  its  results  pro- 
duce a  House  of  tvo  hundred  and  flfty-nine 
members,  there  would  be  exactly  the  same  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  representatives  as  had 
taken  place  in  the  number  of  the  people. 
From  this  statement  of  fsot,  Mr.  A.  said  he  in- 
ferred that  the  gentleman  intended  to  lay  down 
litis  rule,  that  representation  ought  to  increase 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  population. 
That'  was  the  gentleman's  rule,  and  he  invited 
tiie  House  to  examine  its  pracUcal  operation, 
and  the  inflnenoe  which,  it  adopted,  it  must 
exert  on  the  condition  and  even  on  uie  fbtnre 
destinies  of  the  county. 

The  House  in  forty  years  would  have  grown 
from  sixty-five  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
members.  According  to  the  same  ratio  of  in- 
crease, it  must  at  tbe  end  of  forty  years  more 
contun  more  than  one  thousand  members,  and 
in  the  course  of  a  century  the  country  would 
possess  an  army  of  four  thousand  Oongress- 
men.  Sboold  such  a  principle,  or  any  thing 
like  it,  previUI,  he  wonla  venture  to  pronounce 


it  impoauble  to  transmit  onr  tew  institutaona 
to  pc«terity.  Congress  now  occupied  a  build- 
ing three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  con- 
taining one  hundred  rooEos,  and  covering  an 
acre  and  three-quarters  of  ground;  but,  op  the 
gentleman's  principle,  it  would  reqiure  a  Duild- 
ins  covering  ten  acres. 

The  very  experienced  and  learned  genUeman 
had  advanced  another  argument  in  opposition 
to  the  number  forty-eight.  It  was,  that  four 
of  the  States  would  lose,  each,  one  repreeentar 
tire;  a  result  which  would  not  only  impair 
their  relative  weight  as  States,  but  also  that  of 
the  respective  Beotions  (Mf  the  Union  to  whidi 
they  belonged;  and  thus  tbe  balance  vhieh 
now  existed  between  dlfl^«nt  portions  (tf  the 
oonntry  would  be  disturbed.  From  the  prem- 
ises laid  down,  he  must  say  that  the  same 
conclusion  did  not  strike  him.  How  was  tho 
number  of  the  House  to  be  determined  t  By 
the  ratio  of  representation  adopted.  But,  sup- 
ponng  the  number  to  be  doubled — would  tbat 
alter  the  relative  weight  of  the  different  States 
on  that  floor  ?  When  two  scales  were  equally 
poised,  should  equal  weights  be  added,  or  equal 
weights  subtracted  from  bo^  the  baluioe 
would  not  be  in  the  least  affected;  neitJier 
would  that  of  the  Kortliem  and  Southern  seo- 
tions  of  the  ITnicm  be  altered  should  each  lose 
two  representatives. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  would  not  advocate  a  propod- 
tion  to  detract  the  smallest  mite  from  the 
weight  of  any  one  State,  as  their  weight  was 
measured  by  the  constitntion.  But  he  could 
not  thick  there  was  any  thiug  in  the  result  the 
gentleman  had  stated,  of  importance  sufficimt 
to  justify  so  radical  a  movement  as  the  addition 
of  forty  members,  at  once,  to  the  members  of 
that  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Vii^inia,  in  his  usual 
forcible  and  lucid  manner,  ^d  conmiented  on 
the  relation  which  this  House  sustuned  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  the 
Executive  Department,  and  had  argued  to  sfaov 
that  the  number  of  the  House  ought  to  be  in- 
oreaaed  in  order  to  increase  the  weight  of  tiie 
popular  branch.  Mr.  A.  said  be  could  not 
comprehend  how  such  a  result  would  follow ; 
but,  supposing  the  gentleman  to  be  right,  how 
did  the  two  Houses  now  stand  1  If  their  re^ 
tive  numerical  welzht,  as  fixed  at  first  by  the 
constitution,  was.  then  duly  regulated,  it  was 
manifest  that  the  House  had  ^ot  greatly  in  ad- 
vance of  the  Senate ;  for,  while  the  number  of 
the  Senators  bad  not  even  doubled,  that  of  the 
Representatives  had  become  nearly  fourfold. 
There  could,  therefore,  be  no  neeesrity  of  en- 
larging upon  that  ground.  But  the  gentleman 
had  farther  s^d,  that  as  the  Qovemment  grew 
older  tbe  Executive  power  increased,  and  would 
continue  to  increase  yet  more;  and  a  large 
House  of  Representatives  was  necessary  in  order 
to  put  this  body  further  trom  the  reach  of  Ex- 
ecutive influence.  Now,  to  his  apprehension, 
the  very  reverse  of  this  proposition  was  traa, 
and  in  support  of  bis  opiiuon  he  would  appeal 
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to  hlstoiy.  All  history  oonenrred  in  showing 
that  large  numbers  of  men  were  more  really 
actuated  hj  impulse  and  sudden  ezoitement, 
and  were  more  apt  to  be  broken  into  parties, 
and  blindly  to  follow  artftil  leaders,  than  smalt 
ones;  and  the  power  of  an  extraneous  infln- 
enoe  had,  in  all  timet,  been  more  commonly 
and  more  readily  exerted  over  nnmeroua  as- 
semblies than  OTer  those  which  contained 
fewer  numbers.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
British  House  of  Commons  contcuned  six  hun- 
dred members ;  but  that  body  was  an  example 
in  point  to  support  his  own  view ;  for,  although 
it  was  so  nnmeroua,  the  bnainess  was  aotnally 
aooomplisbed  by  very  few  of  the  members. 
Th«  p«at  mass  do  not  even  oome  into  the 
Honse,  except  when  they  were  snmmoned  on 
some  great  qnestion,  A  quorum  in  the  Athe- 
nian assembly  consisted  'of  six  thousand  men ; 
yet  every  one  knew  that  that  assembly  was  con- 
trolled by  a  few  orators.  So  perfectly  was 
this  understood,  that  when  Philip  of  Macedon 
wi^ed  to  obtain  the  control  of  that  body,  all 
he  had  to  do  was  to  pnrctiase  up  a  mt^ority  of 
their  leaders. 

Hr.  A.  invited  the  Honse  now  to  look  at  an 
opposite  ezanqde.  The  Oongress  of  76  had 
oondsted  of  bat  fifty-four  members.  On  one 
ride  was  despai^  on  the  other  all  the  power 
and  wealth  of  Sbgland  to  cormpt  Tet  did 
the  result  ftamish  as  glorioos  a  comparison  as 
any  that  had  ever  been  seen  on  earth.  There 
appeared,  therefore,  to  be  little  or  nothing  in 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Yi^inia, 
that  mcreasing  the  numbers  of  the  House 
would  screen  ft  from  the  inflnenoe  of  Execu- 
tive power. 

Hr.  A.  sdd  that  he  could  not  agree  that  the 
subject  was  one  perfectly  arbitrary  in  its  char- 
acter. He  considered  it,  on  the  contrary,  sub- 
jected to  as  certun  rules  as  conld  apply  to  any 
political  or  moral  question.  The  natural  en- 
dowments of  man  suggested  an  obvious  role. 
The  powers  of  the  baman  voice  and  ear  marked 
the  lunit  whioh  should  regulate  the  size  of.  any 
deliberative  assembly.  That  assembly  was 
wholly  unfit  for  its  fnnctions,  every  part  of 
which  coold  not  be  reached  by  the  voice  of  a 
member  addressing  it.  'Where  men  could  not 
see,  hear,  or  understand  the  snt^ect  proposed 
to  them,  it  was  physically  Imposdble  they 
could  deliberate  upon  it. 

He  might  appeal  to  the  gentleman's  experi- 
ence here  for  the  last  month  and  a  half.  What 
was  more  ooamum  than  to  hear  snijects  an- 
nonnoed  from  the  Chair  discnased  at  length, 
and,  when  Hie  Honae  was  ripe  ibr  decision,  to 
see  members  rise  in  their  place  and  inquire 
what  was  the  question  on  which  they  were 
called  to  vote.  Tet  it  was  now  proposed  to 
bring  forty  members  more  into  such  an  assem- 
bly I  He  had  heard  several  gentlemen  say,  on 
^e  first  day  of  the  session,  that  they  had  not 
heard  a  single  word  of  the  Speaker's  address, 
although  that  gentleman  possessed,  as  tiiey  all 
knew,  a  fine  commanding  voice. 


Mr.  Lbcomfte,  of  Eentncky,  declared  his 
intention  to  vote  fbr  the  amendinent  not  that 
Kentucky  would  suffer  by  the  number  forty- 
eight,  bot  because  be  was  unwilling  to  deprive 
any  State  of  a  representative,  whose  popnla- 
tion  had  increased  since  the  last  census.  The 
total  increase  would  average  four  thonsasd  con- 
stituents to  each  representative,  and  he  knew 
how  disconra^ng  it  must  be,  under  sndi  cir- 
cimistances,  for  a  State,  every  one  of  whose 
memtiers  represented  now  four  thousand  more 
people  than  before  1820,  to  lose  cme  of  dinr 
nnmber.  He  did  not  fear  a  nnmerons  rep^^ 
sentatioo.  The  peoide  took  pride  in  th«r  rep- 
resentatives ;  they  knew  them  personally,  and 
made  tbem  the  depositories  of  tnor  wants  and 
grievances.  Kentucky  had  had  to  bear  with 
large  fiwrtions  under  former  censuses,  and  sbe 
could  hold  her  own  should  forty-eight  prerail; 
but  he  should  vote  for  forty-four  for  the  sake 
of  other  States.  As  to  the  fear  of  too  large  a 
number  of  representatives,  they  conld  moTS 
their  seats  closer  together ;  and  if  the  gentle- 
men who  were  continually  on  their  feet  wonld 
hut  curtail  the  length  of  their  speeches,  the 
House  conld  do  its  business,  and  they  need  not 
be  so  mnch  afrrid  that  the  introduction  of  a 
few  more  silent  members  would  deprive  them 
of  the  opportonity  of  speaking  as  wen  as  tb^ 
pleased. 

Mr.  Ellswobto,  of  Connecticat,  s^  there 
was  one  general  consideration,  and,  bethought, 
hut  one,  which  would  influence  gentlmen  to 
strike  out  forty -eiffht  and  insert  forty-funr; 
and  that  was  whetner.a  representation  in  this 
House  should  be  more  or  less  nnmerons.  Some, 
B^d  Mr.  K.,  declare  they  are  in  favor  of  in- 
creasing it  even  to  some  hundreds,  and  others, 
that  it  is  large  enough  now:  the  first  think 
that  a  great  number  will  best  secure  the  Kter- 
ties  of  the  pecwle,  and  moro  fiilly  represent 
tiieir  diverged  intneets;  while  the  second 
dssB  believe  tbat  a  smaller  number  equally  se- 
cures the  same  objects,  and  that  a  laT:ge  in- 
crease will  inevitably  embarrass  onr  l^islatioa. 
Twenty-eight,  the  increase  of  this  Honse  ij 
the  ratio  of  forty-eight  thousand,  is  not,  in  my 
opinion,  too»great  an  increase.  I  do  not,  cer- 
tunly,  wish'  to  see  this  House  diminished,  nor, 
with  the  present  population  of  the  country,  iii- 
creased  bey«nd  what  is  proposed  by  the  ratio 
of  forty-eight  thousand.  When  gentlemen 
speak  of  nnmerons  representatives  in  State 
Legislatures,  or  in  the  English  Parliament,  and 
aigne  tnm  thenoe  that  two  hundred  and  fiwty- 
one  members  are  too  fow  here,  I  must  ask  them 
to  remember  that  local  Interests  and  nnall 
matters  ioi  detidl  constitute  extenriv^y  sutjects 
of  State  legislation,  which  is  not  the  fact  here ; 
we  le^slate  upon  general  and  national  objects 
And  as  to  the  English  Parliament,  why,  the 
representatives  in  Oongress  are  expected,  all  of 
them,  constantly  to  attend  and  understand  tlio 
business  before  them,  and  to  participate  in  it, 
as  most  of  than  do,  to  the  advantage  of  the 
comtoy:  but  this  is  nottiiecase  in  Funiamant; 
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rix  handred  there,  do  not  ordiaaiil;'  give  as  | 
good  a  represeotfUion  or  as  larae  a  House  as 
two  hnncbred  here.  Should  all  the  members  of 
Farliiment  attend  as  we  do  here,  aad  partici- 
pate as  we  do  Id  the  business  and  debates  of 
the  House,  the  business  of  the  Dation  'would 
never  be  done.  I  would  not  object  to  forty-six 
thousand,  though  I  think  forty-eight  gives  a 
better  Hoose,  and  is  more  in  accordance  with 
the  fasL  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
BaofaosettB  (Hr.  Aoaus)  complains  of  the  hard- 
ship of  losing  a  member,  and  almost  pro- 
Donnoes  it  iqjulioe.  It  is  to  reply  to  this  con- 
aideratuA  that  I  rise  at  this  &ne.  Why,  sir, 
the  ratio  of  finty-fonr  mar  do  more  injustice 
to  the  whole  peopk  than  forty-eight :  in  hav- 
ing four  representative  we  may  not  have  as 
equal  a  representation  as  in  loun^  them  from 
certun  States.  We  are,  as  to  this  matter,  to 
look  to  the  whole,  to  the  relattve  representation 
of  the  States  on  this  floor ;  aaA,  if  we  apply 
the  same  rule,  we  have  the  same  relative  repre- 
sentation, whether  that  representation  be  small- 
er or  greater ;  fractions  only  make  the  differ- 
ence, and  in  this  the  greatest  States  are  the 
least  anfferers. 

Kow,  iir,  the  fractional  difference  between 
fbrt^-wax  and  fbrty-eight  thoosand  is  only 
abont  forty  thousand;  oertunl^  too  small  to 
Test  an  otgectuA  upon;  and,  mdeed,  taking 
any  number  from  forty-four  to  fifty-four,  the 
fractional  difference  does  not  exceed  one  bun- 
'dredand  fifty  thousand ;  not  enough  to  bring 
into  this  House  three  representatives.  So  that, 
after  all,  there  is  nothing  here  but  a  question 
of  numbers  in  this  House.  No  State  can  com- 
pUdn,  if  it  is  best  to  take  forty-eight.  Sir,  if 
any  State  has  dum  on  this  groauo^  it  is  Oon- 
necticat,  and  Massachusetts  least  of  alL  By 
the  ratio  of  1810,  Coanectacnt  had  an  unrepre- 
sented fraction  of  nxteen  thoosand,  and  Hassa- 
ohnsetts  one  of  six  thonssod  only :  by  the  ratio 
vl  1830^  Oonnecticnt  hail  a  fraction  of  thirty- 
five  tiionsand,  and  tost  a  member,  as  did  Ver- 
mont, bat  Massachusetts  of  only  three,  thoo- 
sand ;  and  yet  Massachosetts  voted,  as  she  had 
a  right  to  do,  in  phalanx,  to  &vor  her  own  rep- 
resentation. Oonnectiout,  too,  was  compara- 
l^vely  a  small  State,  and  she  could  not  well 
afford  to  lose  one-seTonth  of  her  representa- 
lion,  hot  she  did  ;  and  now,  with  forty-four,  as 
it  is  wished  by  Massachusetts,  Connecticot  will 
have  a  fraction  of  over  thirty-three  thousand. 
Forty-nine  would  be  more  acceptable  to  me, 
iadiTidnally,  than  any  other  nomber,  as  most 
faTiHing  Oooneotiont^  but  I  will  be  satisfied 
with  forty-sU,  which  will  save  Massachusetts 
and  Yii^pnia.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  past  with 
any  feeling  of  nokindness  towards  Massacho- 
setts ;  but  if  taking  away  a  member  was  not 
niijust  or  improper  in  1820,  it  is  not  now.  Sir, 
I  am  in  favor  of  a  foil  representation  in  this 
House ;  I  wish  ever  to  be  able  to  hear  the  peo- 
ple ;  hot  then  they  may  be  less  heard  and  at- 
tended to  by  an  overgrown  representation,  than 
one  of  a  proper  anb  I  betieTe  the  interats 


[H.  ovB. 

I  of  this  country  have  been  faUy  represented  in 
this  Honse,  and  that  tweoty-ei^t  new  mem- 
bers is  qni^  eqaal  to  the  increased  population. 
It  is  impossible  for  us  to  act,  in  oU  time,  upon 
the  principle  of  preserving  to  each  State  its 
present  representation.  Sach  is  the  mle  of  the 
constitution,  that  the  people  most  be  repre- 
sented where  they  are,  and  not  where  they 
are  not. 

Mr.  Tbaot,  of  New  Tork,  said  he  nnder^ 
9tood  that  on  the  present  motion  the  merits  of 
the  whole  bill  were  a  &ir  subject  for  discouicHi 
at  this  time,  and  he  ahonld  assome  this  to  be 
correct  in  the  few  observatimB  which  he  pur- 
posed to  submit  to  the  committee. 

I  cannot  hot  regret,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  have  wit- 
nessed, for  the  two  last  days,  the  impatience 
evinced  by  many  gentlemen,  while  members 
have  been  expressing  their  views  on  the  sfib- 
ject  of  the  apportionment  bill,  which  I  consider 
one  of  grave  moment,  and  probably  as  impor- 
tant in  its  effects  on  the  fnture  legislation  of 
this  country,  as  any  which  will  be  discussed 
here  daring  the  present  session.  It  was  pro- 
vided in  onr  constitution  that  the  actual  eno- 
meratjon  of  oor  popoIaUon  should  be  made 
within  three  yeus  after  the  first*  meeting  d 
Congress,  "  and  within  every  snbseqoent  term 
of  ten  years."  This  subject,  then,  is  one,  not 
of  annual  recurrence ;  it  never  has  and  never 
can  arise  oftener  than  once  in  ten  years,  ac- 
cording to  the  former  usages  of  our  Oovem- 
ment.  It,  therefore,  becomes  peculiarly  onr 
dnty  to  canvass  the  subject  fairly  and  fully ;  to 
act  with  great  deliberation  and  mature  reflec- 
tion in  deciding  upon  its  merits;  and  to  en- 
deavor to  reconcile  the  discordant  sentiments 
of  the  different  members  composing  this  com- 
mittee. Most  of  those  questions  which  are 
acted  upon  here,  present  two  aspects;  and 
gentJomen,  without  mooh  dlffioolty,  &re  able  to 
arrive  at  a  cooclasion  satisfactory  to  their  own 
judgments ;  but,  from  the  very  nature  of  this 
subject,  there  might  be  a  great  diversity  of 
opinions  as  to  details,  as  every  one  who  pro- 
poses an  amendment  presents,  in  fact,  a  new 
side  oi  the  qnestion,  and,  in  sopport  of  his 
opinion,  is  able  to  urge  arguments  both  cogent 
and  reasonable. 

The  present  House  of  Representatives  is 
composed  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen  mem- 
bers ;  the  bill  reported  will  give  as  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven ;  and,  should  we  adopt 
the  proposed  amendment,  our  number  would 
be  two  handred  and  fifty-seven ;  an  average  of 
forty-six  beyond  our  present  representation. 

Sir,  B^d  Mr.  T.,  I  cannot  hot  consider  the  re- 
port of  a  respectable  committee  of  this  Hoose, 
to  whidti  an  important  snbject  has  been  re- 
ferred, as  deserving  of  great  consideration,  and 
I  am  generally  disposed  to  receive  their  report 
as  based  upon  correct  principles,  though  I 
should  feel  it  my  duty  to  scrutinize  the  same, 
when  that  committee  is  composed  of  high- 
minded,  honorable,  and  intelligent  gentlemen, 
from  difiSBrent  aectitHU  of  this  country,  and 
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who,  I,  believe,  act  with  a  angle  eye  to  the 
public  good,  and  who  possess  fuU  means  of  ob- 
taining informaUon  on  the  snbieot  intxnsted  to 
them,  I  would  not  for  slight  reasons  vary 
from  that  report  And  I  cannot  but  think  that 
the  number  wMoh  ihey  have  reported  as  the 
ratio  of  repreaentasion,  will  do  more  equal  jna- 
tioe  than  any  other. 

It  was  oorreoti/  remarked  the  oQier  day  by 
a  gmtlemaQ  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  GsAia,)  that 
we  ooald  not  expect  to  arrive  at  a  conclusioi) 
without  a  spirit  of  oonciliation  and  mutual  con- 
cession. I  concur  with  him  in  his  opinion. 
Under  the  bill  as  reported,  it  is  true  many  of 
the  States,  over  and  above  their  contemplated 
number  of  representatives,  would  be  left  with 
large  fractions,  and  four,  to  wit,  Vermont^  Ken- 
tucky, Georgia,  and  New  York,  with  over  forty 
thousand  each;  but  were  we  to  adopt  any 
other  ba^  the  fractions  of  these  States  might 
be  diminished  by  the  operation ;  otiiers  would 
be  placed  in  the  aaine  ritoation ;  what  would 
be  the  gain  of  some,  would  be  the  Ices  ttf  oth- 
ers. It  is  true,  by  diminishing  the  votes^pro- 
posed,  the  fractional  parts  might  be  lessened ; 
hot,  as  in  the  bill  reported,  these  remnants 
would  be  relative,  and  the  hardship,  in  this  re- 
spect, not  less  thfm  now.  It  becomes  our  duty 
to  disregard  particular  hardships,  if  not  too  Asr 
grant,  aad  look  totally  to  the  general  welfare 
of  this  Union.  Until  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  presented,  and  the  tables  of  calcula- 
tion liud  before  us,  as  a  representation  from  the 
State  of  New  York,  now  represented  by  thirty- 
four  members  on  this  floor — under  the  bill  we 
have  thirty-nine,  and,  shoald  the  amendrnwit 
prevail,  to  have  no  less  tiian  forty-three  mem- 
bers— ^I  was  disposed  to  favor  such  a  ratio^  as 
it,  at  least,  would  not  increase  onr  numbers 
here  from  that  State,  and  perhi^w  as  great  a 
one  as  fifty-five  or  edzty  ^ousand.  Perh^w 
my  impre«sion»  were  too  hastily  received,  and 
one  consideration,  with  me,  of  greater  weight 
than  any  other,  has  induced  me  to  <^aiige 
those  impressions.  If  we  should  extend  M- 
yond  forty-eight  thousand,  one  indepeodent 
State  in  this  Union  would  be  deprived  of  half 
of  her  representation  here ;  and  if  tite  ratio 
ahould  not  be  carried  above  forty-nine  thou- 
sand, and  one  forty-ei^t  thousand,  she  would 
be  leift  with  a  fraction  saffioiently  large,  want- 
ing a  few  hnndred,  to  entitle  her  to  another 
representative.  I  think  that  the  feelings  of 
the  citizens  of  that  respectable  State,  ought  to 
be  regarded,  and  her  interests  consulted.  Just- 
ly might  she  ctnnplain  of  unfairness  and  illib- 
erality,  should  this  result  be  produced.  I  trust 
I  entertain  no  feelings  for  Rhode  Island  differ- 
ent from  those  which  I  might  possess  for  any 
other  State  which  might  be  placed  in  the  same 
situation.  The  case  of  Delaware  has  befm 
mentioned  as  a  precedent  for  a  similar  hard- 
ship. Under  tlie  former  census,  she  was  de- 
prived of  one-half  of  her  represeotation  on 
this  floor.  Her  oaae  was  trul^  a  hard  ooe^  and 
yet  the  fraction  was  far  lesa  than  what  would 


renudn  to  Khode  Idand  at  a  ratio  of  Ar^-nfaM 
thousand.   The  examine  beretofbra  set 
not  to  aanotiwi  injnitioe  now. 


THusaDAT,  January  19. 
ApportiotuMnt  BOL 

The  Houae,  on  motion  of  Ifr.  Poix, 
again  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  i 
the  consideratioa  of  the  apportionment  biff. 

Mr.  Bstoas  was  in  favor  of  the  motioo  of  tbs 
gentiemao  from  New  Hampehire  to  atrike  omt 
forty-eight  and  insert  fort>y-four  thooeud  M 
the  ratio  of  repreaentatiou ;  and  he  wooU  be- 
speak the  indolgence  of  the  ccnamittee  wlafcft 
he  presented  some  of  the  oonsiderations  which 
had  induced  him  to  sapport  tbe  motion. 

This  is  the  most  important  question  which 
has  been  preseoted  durifig  the  diBcoMacn  <d 
the  subject  before  the  oonmiittee.  I  ooaaida 
it  so,  because  it  proposes  the  hi^dMit  iatii\ 
which  will  save  to  each  of  the  States  thor 
present  number  d  npreeoitativaa  vpaa  tUs 
floor.  If  forty-eight  thousand  preTMk^  yoft 
take  from  the  Southern  States,  smd  team  New 
England,  two  of  tiie  sections  of  thta  oentiy, 
two  members  each.  The  same  thing,  as  it  re- 
spects New  England,  odcurred  under  Xhe  autor- 
tionment  of  tbe  census  of  1620.  If  tbe  hU^  as 
reported,  becomes  a  law,  the  operation  of  tbe 
two  apportionmenta  will  be  to  reduce  tbe  bt  ~  - 
ber  of  representatives  from  the  New  En^aiM. 
States  more  than  one-tooth.  The  gentlemaB 
from  Tennesseb  I  presume,  oould  not  have 
been  aware  of  this  efibot  when  he  adverted  ta 
the  operation  of  the  last  q>p«tioiiDwiit  to  Re- 
tain the  r^wit  (tf  the  oominittee  in  tU>  cask 
This  bill,  sir,  atrilcea  from  Kew  Hampdiiiv  «ae- 
dxth<^  W  r^treaentatatHKHLtbia  floor;  frr"' 
Jbssaohnsetts,  (me-thirteeuth ;  from  Viiciiua, 
one-twenty-seoond  part;  and  from  Uaiyuad, 
one-ninth.  If  these  cbnseqaenoes,  so  uirforta- 
nate  to  the  individual  States,  and  so  nndenra- 
ble  to  their  sections  of  tountr?,  can  be  avoided 
without  the  introduction  of  greater  evUs,  I  trust 
that  the  justice  of  this  Congress  will  see  that  it 
is  done.  The  population  of  Eentnc^  is  lem 
than  that  of  the  a^idndng  State  of  Tiiiiiiiisiin 
by  Bomething  short  of  four  thontand.  ToKts- 
eight  thonsand  gives  to  Teuneasee  an  additioad 
representative  over  Eentno^.  This  is  an  fa- 
equality  in  the  condition  of  two  Statei,  locaied 
ude  by  side,  which  tbe  most  obvious  prinriiphw 
of  right  require  should  be  avoided.  Adc^  Um 
proposed  amendment,  and  you  produce  this  de- 
urable  result.  Ag^n,  sir,  forty-four,  wbibt  it 
preserves  the  present  number  of  represeotatiTes 
to  eveiy  State,  leaves  a  less  general  fraction  than 
any  other  ratio,  from  forty  to  sixty  thoDsand, 
except  forty-two  and  forty-nine  thousaod ;  and 
it  exceeds  that  of  these  but  a  Uifle.  It  decU 
more  members  with  small  fractions  than  any 
other  number  within  tbe  above  range.  If  jon 
adopt  this  nombov  it  will  pve  you  a  Honae  of 
two  hnndred  and  fif^-nine  mBmben,  Dindo 
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the  wbcAe  federal  popoUtion  of  the  United 
Btatw  hj  this  nnmber,  aod  about  for^-dz 
tlioaflaad  will  be  the  general  average  amoont 
of  popolatum  that  will  choose  a  representative. 

Gentlemen  tell  na  that  at  forty-eight  thoa- 
sand,  which  takes  a  member  from  the  del^ar 
tion  from  each  of  the  States  before  named,  uie 
coustitntional  proportion  among  all  the  States 
is  prcfiwved,  thoogh  thej  deeply  regret  the  ef- 
fect japoR  vie  losug  States.  Iliifl,  sir,  is  cer- 
tainly true ;  but  I  reply  that  at  forty-fonr  thon- 
■ud  the  Mine  jnat  proportaon  of  which  tiiey 
epeak  will  be  mwitamea,  and  the  very  desira- 
ble object  of  secnring  to  every  member  of  ^is 
confederacy  its  present  inimber  is  obt^ned. 
Tlie  eooditioa  of  those  great  and  increasiog 
States,  whose  growing  numbers  will  add  to 
their  dduntion  at  each  succeeding  oeosna,  is 
widely  di&rent  from  that  of  the  old  and  small 
States,  wlwse  population  remains  comparatively 
Btationary,  aiul  who  may  be  destined  to  lose 
one  or  more  of  their  representatives  every  ten 
yearsL 

Kr.  Chairman,  are  there  not  reminiscences 
oonneoted  vith  the  history  (tf  these  old  States 
worthy  ot  emsideratiai  in  the  settlement  of 
this  important  qneation  t  The  finir  States  most 
deeply  affaeted  oy  the  deddon  which  we  are 
abont  to  make,  are  numbered  among  the  im- 
mortal thirteen.  Hay  they  not  point  yon  to 
^oae  great  transactions  whidi  gave  bir&  to 
this  free  r^nblic,  and  asic  yoo  to  remember  the 
days  of  their  trial  and  the  deeds  of  their  valor  ! 
3Cay  they  not,  in  the  language  of  kindness  and  af- 
feotion,  say  to  their  yonnger  sisters^do  not,  in  your 
prosperity,  unless  some  great  principle  demands 
it,  orsomegreatinterestmakes  it  necessary,  drive 
one  of  our  members  from  this  floor,  whilst  you 
are  so  frilly  represented  t  Hay  they  not  say  to 
thdr  sisters  of  tiie  West)  that  the  ^«at  domidn 
wbieh  oonstitates  your  ridt  inheritanoe  was 
purchased  by  their  blood  and  treasnrea,  which 
flowed  as  free  as  the  mshiiig  foont^  t  Hiey 
envy  not  your  prosperity,  nor  would  they  ^eck ' 
the  rapid  current  of  your  population.  Their 
cfaildr^  and  their  dearest  friends  are  among 
yon,  participating  in  the  success  of  your  un- 
paralleled fortune.  But  they  ask  yon  to  re- 
member  tii&t,  in  the  days  of  your  minority  uid 
weakneaa.  they  sncoeasively  took  yon  by  the 
hand,  ana,  upon  the  principle  of  equality  and 
joetioe,  introanced  you  into  the  great  republi- 
can fimiUy.  They  are  gratified  with  your  in- 
orearing  wealUi.  They  are  prond  of  your  ad- 
TUidDg  greatness;  for  yoo  are  a  portion  ot 
tiuax  common  country.  Sir,  may  not  old  Has- 
eaehasetts  md  old  Vir^nia  ask  their  elder  sis- 
ter, Kew  York — ^tbat  great  nation  in  itself— to 
remember  the  perils  and  the  conflicts  of  by- 
gone times  1  In  the  great  strugf^e  of  the  rev- 
olation,  the  State  of  New  York,  who  now  ap- 
pears upon  this  floor  with  a  phalanx  of  repre- 
sentatives equal  to  the  whole  of  New  England, 
was  comparatively  small,  and  stood  in  need  of 
the  aid  of  her  powerful  neighbors.  In  every 
part  of  her  territ«7  which  was  th«i  inhabited^ 


[H.  ovB. 

may  now  be  found  the  bones  of  their  sons 
whose  blood  crimsoned  her  invaded  soil.  Their 
relative  condition  has  now  changed.  Sh^  has 
become  numerous  and  powerful,  and  they  com- 
pwatively  small.  When  she  can  at  once  be 
generous  and  Just,  will  she  be  unmindful  of  her 
ancient  friends  t  Can  she  foi^t  Virginia,  and 
Maryland,  and  Hassaohusetts,  and  New  Hamp< 
shire,  the  associates  of  her  youth,  the  sharers 
of  her  toils,  the  compantoos  of  her  glory  t 

The  ceofiUB  of  1620  gave  us  a  population  of 
ten  millions.  The  ratio  nnder  that  oensos  was 
forty  thousand.  The  people  did  not  complain 
that  that  number  was  too  small.  The  circum- 
stance attending  that  ratio,  which  I  sincerely 
regret,  is,  that  the  principle  of  reserviug  to 
each  State  her  existing  number  had  not  been 
regarded  as  sacred.  With  a  population  of  ten 
millions,  we  had  two  hundred  and  thirteen  rep- 
resentatives. We  have  now^ui  increase  of  three 
miUioos,  to  which  the  bill  on  your  table  sub- 
stuitially  proposes  to  give  twenty-foor  mem- 
bers, or  one  to  one  hundred  and  twen^-five 
thousand. 

These,  rir,  are  some  of  the  views  and  facts 
which  present  themselves  upon  the  face  of  the 
bill  itseb^  and  which  result  from  an  ezamiua- 
tion  of  the  tables  reported  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  which  have  had  an  influence  in 
lea^g  me  to  the  conclusion  that  forty-four 
thousand  is  the  number  which  ought  to  be  es> 
taUiflhed. 


Satdbdat,  Janoary  21. 

Minimum  Dutia. 

The  House  took  np  the  resolution  moved 
by  Mr.  Bouldik  on  the  27th  ultimo— the 
question  beuig  on  the  amendment  moved  by 
lb'.  Datis,  HassaohuBetts,  as  modified  yes- 
terday. 

Mr.  HiTOHEix,  of  South  Carolina,  was  op- 
poeed  to  the  amendment  in  any  stLspe.  He 
objected  to  it  because  it  was  too  eomprehenfnv^ 
and  tlierefore  impracticable.  It  called  for  in- 
formation coeztensive  with  all  the  pursuits  of 
indnstry— with  the  various  and  commicated  in- 
terests of  this  vast  confederacy,  and  could  not 
posubly  be  collected  before  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion. Mr.  M.  said,  before  he  gave  his  reasons 
for  supporting  the  original  resolution,  he  could 
not  hot  express  his  regret  at  the  onconclliating, 
nnoonceding,  and  uncompromising  spirit  wfaiw 
tJie  gentleman  thnn  Hasaaohnsetts  (Mr.  Batib) 
had  exhibited.  Trom  the  oonrse  of  the  New 
York  convention  on  the  tariff,  he  had  hoped 
that  every  member  had  come  here  with  the 
determination  to  vote  for  a  reduction  of  it  on 
lib<u-al  and  patriotic  terms.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  taken  occasion  to  show 
the  great  advantages  of  the  woollen  manofac- 
tnres  to  agriculture.  And  how,  swd  Mr.  M., 
did  he  prove  this  proposition?  By  showing 
how  much  wool  a  woollen  manufactory  of  a 
certain  capacity  would  require — ^how  many 
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iheep  vonld  ftarnuh  that  wool — and  how  many 
aores  of  land  would  anatain  those  sheep;  in 
other  words,  that  these  mumfiutMies  sustained 
the  unns  located  aroand  thenL  Why,  nr,  if 
they  BQstained  the  whole  agricnltnre  of  New 
En^and,  they  would  not  be  a  oatioaal  benefit, 
for  that  is  so  inconuderable  as  not  to  fonn  an 
item  in  oar  Treasury  oalcnlstions.  It  does  not 
do  more  than  sab^st  her  laboriuff  poor.  Kew 
Eogland  derives  her  wealth  and  glory  from 
other  sooroes.  Mr.  M.  said  he  wonld  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  resolotion.  It  had  two  objects  in 
view ;  the  first  was,  to  ascertain  the  r^  pro- 
tection which  the  mannfactnrer  derived  from 
tiie  ad  valorem  dnty  under  the  act  of  1888. 
This  was  very  different  from  the  nominal  or 
apparent  protection  frtnn  the  mode  of  aisesi 
ing  the  daty  at  the  eostom-honse.  By  the  act, 
the  daty  of  45  per  cent,  was  calculated  on  the 
oosts,  with  the  addition  of  10  per  cent  and 
the  incidental  expenses,  whidi  he  onderstood 
to  be  aboat  ten  per  cenL  more.  Now  45  per 
cent,  on  $120  was  $64,  which  was  the  teal  pro- 
tection which  the  manafactnrer  received.  Is 
It  not  all-important  to  Inquire,  then,  into  tiie 
price  of  them  as  protected  artielei^  and  the  ia- 
ddental  expenses  t 

The  second  object  of  the  resolotjon  was  to 
Inquire  into  the  praetioal  effect  of  the  minimum 
dmea.  It  was  an  arUtraiy  valuation  of  the 
ommnodity  Ur  above  the  real  value,  to  increase 
the  real  protection  of  the  maimfhoturer. 

Thus  u  woollen  doth  ooating  51  onkta  the 
square  yard,  was  valued  at  100  cents,  and  a 
duty  of  4S  per  cent,  calculated  on  it,  it  paid  a 
dnty  of  45  cents,  which  was  90  per  cent,  on 
the  cost,  and  not  the  nomiual  sum  of  40  per 
cent,  ou  the  valae  of  the  article :  there  were 
four  other  minlmnms  ou  the  same  principle. 
This  minimnm  principle  was  no  doubt  introduced 
for  the  purpose  of  aeluding  and  deceiving  ^e 
people — for,  by  adopting  these  minimnms,  a 
dnty  of  90, 100,  and  160  per  cent  passes  for  an 
ad  valorem  duty  ^  46  per  cent  Had  the  tariff 
act  made  s  ftill  dlnday  of  these  dattes,  it  would 
have  expoaed  their  sdflsh  avarice,  and  forced 
the  people  to  drive  those  out  of  Congress  who 
had  pawed  It  But  this  minimum  principle  is 
as  unjust  as  it  is  delusive.  Ilils  is  literally  a 
tax  on  the  poor.  A  laborer  who  purchases 
coarse  woollens,  for  which  he  pays  61  per  cent 
a  square  yard,  is  subject  really  to  a  daty  of  90 
per  cent ;  while  the  rich,  who  wear  the  finest 
and  highest  price  doths,  pay  but  SO  per  cent 
duty.  Again,  it  is  an  encouragement  to  smug- 
gling and  frauds  on  the  revenae.  The  di&r- 
enoe  of  a  cent  in  the  invoice  price  will  make  a 
difference  of  60  per  cent  in  the  duty.  Thus, 
a  cloth  costing  61  omts  the  square  yard,  pays  a 
duty  of  46  oenta  the  square  yard ;  which,  if  it 
he  mvdoed  at  60  OMits,  will  pay  no  more  than 
cents  the  square  yard.  Accordingly,  we 
find  that  it  has  pven  rise  to  smnggling  and 
trmis  on  the  revenue  laws  of  all  kinds.  In  the 
late  coQventioa  at  New  Toi^  a  Mr.  iSIsworth 
•tMed  flMita  c£  a  most  alannmg  natore.  He 


sidd  that  frauds  were  daily  omnmitted  in  that 
oi^;  that  the  duties  od  a  nn^  paeksge 
amounted  frequently  to  $400— 4hat  a  fraud  had 
been  lately  detected  in  ^e  importation  of  3,600 
pieces  <tf  doth,  which,  if  it  had  succeeded, 
would  have  been  a  g«a  to  the  merchant  id 
$48,000— that  within  the  last  six  months  600 
packages  had  been  seized,  and  that  there  bad 
been  but  tme  condemnation  in  two  years.  Does 
not  this  statement  prove  every  thing  f—fint, 
that  the  temptation  to  smu^ing  is  immoue; 
secondly,  that  it  is  carried  on  to  a  great  extent; 
thirdly,  that  the  juries  will  not  oooviot  under 
this  act— for  this  witness  tells  ua  that  within 
the  last  t&T  months  600  packages  had  been 
seised— that  there  had  bent  but  ona  ooadsm- 
natimi  in  two  yearat 

Mr.  MoDovrn  Ihon^it  that  tn  all  casee  of 
resolutions  far  mere  inquiry,  upon  prineiplea  of 
right— at  all  events  up«i  thoee  of  ooattes?— 4t 
was  due  to  gentiemMi  maktog  the-  inqniTy, 
that  they  be  permitted  to  do  it  in  their  own 
form.  He  would  not  decide  for  the  geatlonan 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bouldih,)  wh^her  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  fran  Massadin- 
setts  (Mr.  Davis)  would  meet  his  views.  He 
was  perfectly  willing  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts diould  have  hi%  inqoiiy  answered. 
Let  the  original  rescdutiMi,  with  the  amend- 
ment attached  to  it,  be  both  adopted.  He 
trusted  that  geDtlemea  would  not  ponoe  this 
inddental  debate^  frcxn  wHeh  notUng  profits- 
hie  could  remit 

iSr,  Di-vis  was  about  to  r^y,  when 

Mr.  AppunroR,  Masaaohnsetta,  said  that  be 
did  not  rise  with  any  intention  entering  hito 
a  discuBsiou  of  the  tariff.  He  had,  in  an  early 
stage  of  the  debate  on  tlils  resolution,  attempt* 
ed  to  get  the  floor  with  a  view  to  snlmiit  a  fev 
remarks  on  the  subject  to  whidi  it  relbned ; 
but  not  having  succeeded  in  doing  so,  and  be- 
lieving the  House  had  become  wearied  with  so 
protnwted  a  debate  on  a  mere  resolntiou  of  in- 
quiry, lie  had  detwmiQed  to  give  a  silent  vote 
oa  uie  question  befbre  them.  Bot  after  tba 
reouvks  which  Ml  from  the  gentlemaa  from 
South  Carolina,  ohaigiag  the  frienda  <tf  the 
protective  system  with  a  detmninatiim  to  stifie 
inquiry,  he  must  a:^  the  indnlanioe  of  ths 
House  for  a  ^ort  expodtioD  os  the  views 
under  which  he  acted. 

The  object  of  the  resolution  was  an  inquiry 
into  the  nature  and  effect  of  the  minimnm 
duties  which  had  been  introduced  into  oor  rev- 
enue laws.  The  gentleman  from  Viriginia,  wbo 
introduced  the  resolution,  had  stated  that  theie 
minlmums  were  to  him  a  mystery ;  that  he  bsd 
made  inquiries  of  a  great  number  (tf  pmoas, 
but  be  nevw  had  been  able  to  find  any  one  wbo 
could  resolve  it 

The  gentlonan  ftom  New  Yvtk  came  for- 
ward, when  it  was  proposed  to  trans^  the 
inquiry  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  with 
a  dedaration  that  he  bad  traced  out  this  horrid 
mystery ;  that  he  was  prepared  to  draw  aside 
the  veil  whloh  oooeealea  tha  xaal  dianet«  of 
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"Uiese  minimnme,  and  to  expose  them  to  onr : 
Tiew,  a  monster  of  deformity ;  and  he  dared 
na,  nnder  the  peril  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  to  re- 
fuse to  look  tiie  monster  in  the  faoe.  To  me, 
sir,  the  language  of  both  these  gentlemen  gave 
nnmingled  astonishment.  I  had  supposed  my- 
self fSamiliar  with  these  mimmnms,  and  believed 
them  as  ^ain  as  rimpliolty  itetit,  and  as  harm- 
leas  as  they  were  Bimple— as  hannlesH  as  the 
gentleman  informs  na  he  oonsidered  his  own 
rescdotion,  and  which  I  oertalnly  eonrider  as 
harmless  as  be  can  do.  Why,  sir,  what  is  a 
minhnnm  duty  f  Simply  a  specifio  dnty,  noth- 
ing more.  The  very  object  of  establishing  a 
mmimum  is  to  change  an  ad  valorem  into  a 
q>eoiflo  dnty.  Take,  for  instance,  the  article 
of  cotton.  The  existing  law  imposes  a  da^ 
of  eisbt  and  tbree-fonrtlu  eents  the  sqasre  yard 
on  all  cottons  costing  lees  than  thirty-five  cents ; 
so  of  woollens,  they  are  divided  into  five  class- 
es, paying  spMifio  dnUes  of  fonrteen,  twenty- 
two  and  a  half^  forty-five,  one  dollar  twelve  and 
ft  haH^  and  one  dollar  and  cents.  They 

TBry  in  nothing  from  the  dnties  on  teas,  spirits, 
raw  eottm,  aiul  muy  other  artioke,  bvt  m  the 
mode  oi  eUuaifieation.  Teas  are  divided  into 
five  classes,  according  to  oolor,  or  some  other 
distinctive  qoality,  hot  the  operation  of  the 
dnty  on  teas  is  more  nneqasl  than  that  on 
woollen&  Some  descriptions  of  black  teas  pay 
the  same  rate  of  dnty  as  others  which  cost 
dotble  the  money.  The  same  of  raw  cotton, 
the  dnty  on  wluch  amonnts  to  aboat  twenty- 
five  per  cent  tm  the  valoe  of  Brazil  cotton, 
whilrt  on  that  of  Bengal  It  woold  amount  nearly 
or  qotte  to  sevoalr-nve  per  oaai.  on  the  cost 
These  minironm  dnties  therefore  are  neither 
more  nor  leas  than  specific  dntiea.  But  they 
are  denounced  as  an  artftil  faiTentioB  of  the 
mannfaotorers,  nnder  which  to  conceal  tlmr 
extortion  and  rapacity ;  a  fraod  upon  the  peo- 
ple; aati-rqrabtican.  opposed  to  every  prmci- 
ple  of  jnatiee.  Under  tiiese  ctrcnmstaocee,  it 
may  not  ho  amiss  to  look  into  the  or^in  of 
these  minimams,  to  inqaire  into  their  history. 
The  form  of  the  minimam  as  a  specific  doty 
was  introduced  into  our  legislation  under  the 
auspices  of  one  of  the  purest  names  enrolled  on 
Uie  list  of  oar  departed  worthies ;  tiiat  of  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  of  Sontii  Oarolina,  He  it  was, 
as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Kean&  who  inteodnoed  the  act  of  April,  181A, 
imponng  a  tariff  of  dnties,  containing  this 
cAanse :  *'  Prodded  that  all  cotton  dot^  the 
original  cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence  im- 
ported, with  tlie  addition  of  twenty  per  cent, 
if  fRHu  places  beyond  the  Cwe  of  Good  Hope, 
or  ten  per  cent,  if  imported  from  any  other 
place,  shall  be  less  than  twenty-five  cents  per 
sqnare  yard,  shall,  with  snch  addition,  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  cost  twenty -five  cents  per 
square  yard,  and  charged  with  duty  accord- 
ingly." This  provision  imposed  a  specific  duty 
of  six  md  a  qoarter  cents  the  square  yard,  at 
least,  on  all  cottons;  and  tiiis  oiroomstanee 
gave  it  the  name  <tf  a  minim nm  dn^.  When 


it  was  proposed  to  strike  this  provision  from 
the  bill,  the  eloquence  of  Lowndes,  and  the 
votes  of  South  Carolina,  retained  it.  .  The 
minimam,  therefore,  whatever  its  character,  is 
a  child  of  South  Carolina;  and  if  it  require 
defence,  South  Carolina  should  defend  it.  Will 
she  do  so  ?  No,  Mr.  Speaker ;  even  here,  on 
the  spot  of  its  birth.  South  Carolina  brands, 
with  most  opprobrious  epithets,  her  own  off- 
roring.  And  yel^  rir,  is  not  the  act  entitied  to 
(ufenoet  I  tUnk  it  is.  And,  however  mnoh 
I  may  regret  that  it  should  have  faUen  to  so 
feeble  hands,  I  will  defend  this  act  o{  South 
Carolina,  even  against  herself. 

Sir,  I  know  something  of  the  motives  whieh 
infiuenced  South  Carolina  in  this  measure  in 
1816.  A  highly  esteemed  and  intimate  friend, 
now  no  more,  who  passed  a  great  part  of 
that  session  of  Congress  at  W^in^n,  and 
who  was  greatiy  intluential  in  bringing  differ- 
ent views  and  oonfliotiDg  interests  to  unite  in 
this  measure,  explained  to  me,  on  his  return, 
the  views  under  whioh  a  majori^  of  the  dele- 
gation of  South  Oarolina  were  induced  to  vote 
for  that  WL  South  Oarolina  waa  thai,  as  now, 
a  eottcm^rowlng  State ;  cottm  was  her  great 
staple,  ^ie  power-loom  had  been  brought  into 
complete  and  successful  operation  in  this  coun- 
try. The  whole  conAimption  of  the  country  in 
the  article  of  coarse  cottons,  was,  nevertheless 
at  that  time,  supplied  by  the  Indian  manufac- 
ture from  Bengfu.  South  Oarolina  was  assured, 
and  made  to  Iwlieve,  that,  under  the  protection 
of  this  minimum,  imposing  a  specific  duty  of 
mx  and  a  quarter  cents  the  square  yard  on  tliese 
inferior  cottons,  the  cotton  of  our  own  produc- 
tion nught  be  snccessfolly  manu&ctured  under 
the  imiiaioe  ot  this  powMflil  instrument,  in 
onr  own  oomitry,  and  thoa  made  to  enpernde 
and  shut  out  the  oottoDs  then  in  nse^  the  prod- 
uct both  of  a  for^gn  mano&oture  uid  ot  a  for- 
eign soiL 

In  sapporting  thb  measure,  therefore,  what- 
ever other  motives  may  have  influenced  her, 
South  Carolina  was  foUowing  the  dictates  of 
an  enlightened  self-interest — ^oay,  more,  sir,  of 
an  enlightened  and  enlarged  patriotism.  What 
bond  of  union  could  he  imagined,  better  calcu- 
lated to  bind  together  distant  parts  of  the 
Uuion,  than  the  ties  of  a  common  interest, 
growing  out  <tf  the  mutual  relation  of  prodnow 
of  the  raw  material  and  the  manuthetnrer  of 
Itt  .^id  again,  ot  manufacturer  and  con- 
sumer? 

Now,  sir,  what  has  been  the  result!  Have 
the  anticipations  thus  held  out  to  South  Oaro- 
lina been  realized  f  On  this  point  I  may  speak 
with  some  confidence.  With  the  gentleman  to 
whom  I  have  alluded,  I  had  been  associated  as 
one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the  establish- 
ment at  Waltham,  where  the  power-loom  was 
first  put  in  operation  in  1816 ;  and  from  that 
period  to  the  present  I  have  been  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  progress  of  the  cotton 
mannfaoture.  Not  only,  sir,  have  the  original 
caloulati<ms  been  fldly  realized,  but  the  manu- 
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fitctnre  has  been  extended  to  a  degree  which  it 
would  have  been  thot^bt  alt(^ther  visionaiT 
to  have  anticip^ed.  Ttte  original  idea  extend- 
ed <Hilj  to  the  mann&etnre  of  ooane  oottons, 
to  take  the  place  of  those  imported  fhnn  India. 
Not  oniT  were  these  exotnoed  almost  imme- 
diately, bnt,  under  the  ioflaenoe  of  a  small  ex* 
tension  of  Uie  minimam  in  1824,  and  again  in 
1836,  bj  each  of  which  an  additional  □ntT'  of 
cne  cent  and  a  qnarter  the  sqnare  yard  was 
added  to  that  imposed  in  1816,  the  mannfao- 
tnre  has  been  carried  np  into  tiie  finer  and 
higher  brancbea,  to  en  extrat  and  with  a  ra- 
pidity whicti  I  will  venture  to  say  has  no  par- 
allel in  the  whole  history  of  commerce.  By 
the  most  moderate  estimate,  and  one  which  I 
bdleve  entir^  within  the  tmtbf  the  present 
oonanmption  of  cotton  in  our  own  mann&etare 
is  eaUmated  at  60,000^000  pounds.  This  is 
more  than  one-half  the  entire  quantity  of  cot- 
ton mannfoctored  in  Great  Britain^  in  1816,  the 
period  of  esti^Ushlng  the  first  minimom  by  oar 
law — the  average  of  five  yean,  from  1616  to 
1820,  being  stated  by  Mr.  HnskisNon  as  1S7,- 
000,000  pounds  only.  It  amounts  to  one-fifth 
part  of  oar  whole  production,  and  bears  tiie 
.  proportion  of  two-fitths  of  the  entire  maiiDfao- 
tnre  of  Great  Britwn  from  American  cotton. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  at  the  present  moment 
extending  Itself  with  an  energy,  and  to  an  ex- 
tent, never  before  witnessed. 

Not  only,  Ifr.  Speaker,  has  it  fiuniihed  our 
ondre  consampti<m  in  all  the  finer  and  more 
expendve  branohea  of  the  uanuCicture,  and 
inboduoed  new  fitbrios  into  use,  as  negro  oot- 
ton,  and  cotton  ducks,  which  are  rapidly  tak- 
ing the  place  of  the  foreign  articles  manufac- 
tured from  linen  and  hemp;  but  it  has  fiir- 
nished  a  very  considerable  export  in  the  article 
of  coarse  cottons. 

In  this  view  the  mannfsctnre  assames  addi- 
tional importance,  as  destined  to  famish  a 
very  important  branch  of  our  forei^  trade.  I 
am  aware,  sir,  tiiat  it  is  a  prevailing  opinion 
that  it  is  impossible  for  ns  to  manufacture  any 
deseripUon  of  oottons  on  such  terms  as  to  meet 
Uie  fitbrioB  of  €^t  Britidn  In  foreign  markets. 
Ou  ^Is  point  I  wish  to  l>e  explicit,  and  I  avail 
myself  cf  the  present  q[)portunity  to  state  to 
the  House  that  I  am  prqiared  to  maintidn  on 
this  flow  the  positicHii,  not  as  matter  of  opinion 
merdy,  but  as  a  well-aaoertalned  foot,  that  the 
American  manufaetnrer  can  convert  a  pound 
of  American  cotton  into  the  coarse  fabrics, 
suited  to  exportation,  for  a  less  amoont  of 
money  than  the  British  manufacturer  can  do 
it  In  other  words,  that  a  pound  weight  or 
other  given  quantity  of  these  fabrics  can  be 
prodooed  for  a  less  amount  of  money  in  this 
oonntiT  than  it  can  in  Great  Britain,  made 
fhim  the  same  materials.  I  am  perfectly  aware 
that,  by  the  snbatitntion  of  the  chewer  Bengal 
eotton,  and  by  working  up  a  portion  of  uie 
worte  of  their  mills,  the  British  manufacturer 
oan  produce  a  fabric  apparentiy  cheaper  than 
our  own ;  bnt  there  is  an  inberait  want  of  te- 
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nocity  in  the  manufacture,  which  soon  reveals 
itself  to  the  ooosuraer,  even  amongst  the  rudest 
people :  the  oooseqnenoe  is  a  dedded  fnfer- 
cnoe  for  the  Amenoaii  fibriei^  and  an  inoreae- 
iug  demand  fbr  these  goods  for  exportation, 
which  has  only  been  choked  by  aome  advanoe 
of  price^  which  bas  taken  place  during  the  pest 
jrear,  in  the  expansion  of  a  universal  proep»^ 
ity.  This  brings  me  to  notice  a  reman  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cammrelmmo,) 
on  the  enormous  profits  of  the  maanfaotnrera. 
I  believe  he  expressed  a  wish  for  informotiaa 
in  relation  to  their  enormous  profits.  It  is  cer- 
tainly true,  that  after  a  most  severe  and  tryiog 
depression  during  the  years  1829  and  1880,  the 
manuCaoturers  faave  shored  in  the  univenMl  re- 
action of  1881 ;  bnt  not  In  a  greater,  if  so  great 
a  d^ree  aa  other  branohea  of  trade.  I  shoold 
coorider  it  a  high  estimate  of  the  pn^ta  of  the 
most  flonrishing  establishments,  to  rate  tfaem 
at  twenty  per  cent  for  the  year,  and  probaUy 
bnt  a  small  proportion  approach  very  near  to 
it  This  is  certainly  a  high  r^  of  profit,  bnt 
not  gre^r  than  that  realixed  by  the  navigating 
interest*  8uch  have  been  the  profits  in  tiiia 
last  department  of  trade,  that,  daring  a  consid- 
erable part  of  the  year,  every,  new  ship  which 
touched  the  water,  would  command  a  pn^t  of 
twenty-five  per  cent  over  the  cost  of  building, 
the  work  of  only  a  few  months  But,  ilr. 
Speaker,  what  lias  been  the  conseqaenee  t^ia 
increase  in  tiie  profits  of  mannftotiiringi  Aan 
tmpreoedented  tinpnlae  ot  owltal  into  this 
branch  d  bndness.  If  pnmtB  u«  now  too 
great,  there  oan  be  no  fear  but  th^  will  oocn 
.  be  reduced,  under  the  existing  spirit  of  oompe- 
tition,  to  a  proper  level,  if  not  below  it 

Let  us  now  advert  to  the  efitKt  of  this  man- 
tifaotore  on  prices.  I  have  before  me  a  scale 
of  prices  for  every  year,  taken  from  the  actual 
salee  of  the  same  identical  artide  of  cotton 
manufactured  by  the  Waltham  Company  from 
1816  to  1629.  I  will  only  ^ve  the  ftdlowing 
extracts:  The  article  which  in  1816  sold  for 
thirty  cents  the  square  yard,  sold,  in  1819,  at 
twenty-<me  cents;  in  18S8,  seventeen  oeots; 
1826,  thirteen  oents ;  in  1E^0,  nine  aad  erea 
dght  a  half  cents.  The  last  pfiee  was  not  em 
giving  a  remunerative  profit,  and  the  mam&o- 
tore  was  abandraed  fbr  a  finer  fabric ;  the  same 
article  may  now  be  worth  tea  or  ten  and  a  half 
oents. 

Now,  sir,  with  this  knowledge  of  this  partic- 
ular branch  of  manufacture,  it  will  reaoily  be 
believed  that  I  am  sincere  in  the  expreasioo, 
not  of  a  perfect  willingness,  but  of  a  strcmg  de- 
sire, that  this  House  should  possess  itself  the 
most  foil  and  oomfflete  information  in  relation 
to  the  Bubjeci.  of  manufactures.  I  invite  the 
ftallest  inquiry.  1  oonrt  it,  and  [dedge  n^self 
to  afford  any  aasistanoe  in  mr  power  toward 
the  sMisfaction  ot  eveiy  inqmry,  and  the  ob- 
t^ning  of  the  most  o(HnpIeto  information. 

And  I  do  tills,  beoaiwe,  when  the  &cts  whidi 
I  have  stated  are  in  possession  of  this  Honse^  I 
shall  call  ap<Hi  Sonta  Gan^a  to  nj  whether, 
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under  these  oircamstaaoes,  she  is  prepared  to 
break  down  or  cripple  any  part  of  this  manu- 
faoture,  which  she  nas  done  bo  much  to  bring 
into  existenoe,  and  in  whose  proq»erity  I  be- 
lieve her  to  be  deeply  interested.  I  Aall  ask 
her  to  pauae  before  she  decides  to  indulge  the 
gentlMuan  from  New  Tork  in  the  experiment 
vhether  goods  made  from  Bengal  cotton  are 
not  more  ecoaomical  for  the  poor,  for  whom 
he  feeds  so  great  an  interest.  In  my  humble 
opinion,  the  minimam  duty  is  entitled  to  a 
good  word  from  South  Oarolina.  I  do  not  de- 
spair of  having  it.  As  to  the  resoIntioQ  offered 
by  the  gentlemaa  from  Virginia,  my  objection 
to  it  is,  that  it  presents  no  specifio  object  of  in- 

?airy — ^nothing  to  lead  to  any  practical  result, 
read  it  over  several  times  witnont  being  able 
to  asoerUuQ  the  object;  it  seemed  to  require 
aimie  ealonl^ona  ai  to  tiie  amount  of  the  min- 
imum duties  per  cent,  cm  any  supposable  cost ; 
this  is  a  matter  of  easy  calculation,  which  any 
person  can  make  for  himself ;  it  is  simply  a 
question  in  the  rnle  of  three,  as,  for  instance, 
Uie  minimum  duty  on  a  square  yard  of  ootton 
is  eight  and  three-fourths  cents.  Sd^pose  a 
square  yard  of  cotton  should  cost  one  cent, 
what  would  the  duty  amount  to  per  cent  1 
Answer,  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five  per 
cent.,  and  so  through  tiie  whole  scale.  Now, 
air,  if  the  gentleman  chooses  to  have  these  min- 
immna  oUoulated  for  ua,  as  I  now  understand 
he  doea,  why,  be  It  eo  with  all  my  heart  I 
oaa  have  no  oljeotion  to  his  preseuting  them 
to  TU  ondft  aa  many  phwee  as  tbe  census  as- 
anmed  in  tiie  han^  of  the  very  iugenions  gen- 
tleman who  has  calculated  it  for  us  with  so 
much  labor.  But  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me 
perodve  any  practical  result  to  come  of  it 

As  to  which  of  the  ccnnmittees  the  inquiry 
should  go,  so  far  as  this  calculation  is  concern- 
ed, it  must  be  of  very  little  importance ;  but, 
suppose  it  intended  to  apply  it  practieaJly  to 
the  comparative  prices  of  goods  manufactured 
here,  or  imported  from  abroad ;  there  can  be 
no  question  that,  as  a  m&ttor  of  propriety,  it 
ought  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  lunnfactures. 
Hie  theory  of  this  House,  I  take  to  be,  that  the 
standing  comnutteea  are  supposed  to  oonoen- 
trate  the  highest  d^ree  of  mfSormation  in  the 
House  <m  the  partic^ar  anl^ects  on  which  they 
are  ^mi^ted.  The  Committee  on  Hanufao- 
tnrea,  uierefore,  are  presumed  to  know,  or  hate 
the  means  of  ascertaining,  all  which  the  manu- 
facturers thems^ves  know.  Now,  ur,  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  gentleman  &om  New  York,  the 
chairman  of  the  Ooramittee  on  Commerce,  that 
the  Committee  on  Hann&ctures  cannot  be  sap- 
posed  to  know  the  cost  in  England  or  the 
charges  of  importation  on  those  articles  coming 
in  competition  with  our  own  manufoctares,  so 
well  as  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  On  the 
contrary,  the  first  inquiry  which  a  mwufac- 
tnrer  makes  when  he  sets  about  manufacturinjg 
an  article  for  the  home  market,  in  which  he  is 
to  come  la  competition  with  an  imported  arti- 
cle^ i%  what  is  the  origtnai  ooet  of  the  article 
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with  which  he  proposes  to  compete  1  what  are 
the  charges  of  importation,  and  what  the  pro- 
tecting duties?  These  form  the  foundation  on 
which  he  decodes  whether  or  not  to  commenee 
the  nunufiwtare.  80,  mwe  especi^y,  in  ref- 
erence to  those  manufaotores  wnioh  are  Intend- 
ed for  foreign  markets,  where  they  are  to  come 
in  direct  competition  with  the  roaQufactnres  of 
another  country ;  does  the  gentieman  suppose 
that  any  rational  man  would  erect  a  cotton 
mill  to  mauaCaotnre  goods  for  exportation, 
without  ascertaining  precisely  what  such  goods 
could  be  furnished  foi'  from  Manchester  ?  No, 
sir,  I  know  of  many  such  mills  now  erecting ; 
in  fact,  I  am  interested  in  some  of  them  myse^ 
and  I  can  assure  that  j;entiemui  the  parties 
have  not  proceeded  withont  ftdly  satisfying 
these  inquiries. 

Mr.  MoDumx  said  the  observations  of  the 
gentleman  who  had  Just  ti&en  his  seat,  upon 
the  origin  of  the  system  of  minimum  duties,  and 
the  agency  of  the  representatives  of  South 
Oarolina  in  establishing  that  system,  called  for  a 
few  remarks.  He  had^determlned  not  to  enter 
upon  the  subject  of  tbe  present  tariff  until  it 
was  regularly  before  the  House.  As  to  the 
origin  of  that  system  in  1816,  he  was  glad  it 
had  been  introduced  by  the  gentiemui  from 
Masaachusetts.  It  made  it  his  duty,  as  it  clearly 
was  in  hia  power  to  vindicate  the  representatives 
of  South  Carolina  from  tiiat  unjust  and  ungen- 
erous aspersion  that  had  hem  euewhore  Iwought 
agdnst  them.  He  knew  it  had  been  said,  and 
was  here  repeated,  that  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  now  so  oUmuffous  ^lUnst  the  tarili^ 
had  the  distinguiah^  honor  of  first  originating 
that  system ;  and  that  South  Carolina,  and  she 
alone,  was  responsible  for  the  system  and  all 
its  evils.  Sir,  what  are  the  facte?  In  1816,  at 
the  close  of  the  war  in  which  our  country  ex- 
pended so  much  money,  and  giuned  so  much 
honor,  and  in  which  it  was  the  pride  and  glory 
of  the  Steto  of  South  Carolina,  both  on  this 
floor  and  elsewhere,  to  take  a  leading  and  dis- 
tingui^ed  part  against  the  common  enemies  of 
our  country,  her  representatives  in  this  House 
entered  npim  the  bntiaess  of  fixing  the  revenues 
of  our  peace  establidiment.  A  large  debt  had 
hwifk  socumuhdwd  by  the  expenses  of  the  war.- 
What  was  presuited  to  them?  The  doable 
question  of  the  war  taxes  and  the  public  debt. 
Before  that  time  there  had  been  what  was  called 
double  duties  and  the  war  taxes.  There  was 
no  question  before  them  of  protecting  duties. 
The  question  was — to  what  point  shall  the  da- 
ties  be  reduced  to  relieve  the  burdeas  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  burdeas  of  the  people  1  What 
would  have  been  our  sitoation  at  this  time  had 
these  duties  been  permitted  to  renuun  as  they 
were  then  fixed  ?  Sir,  the  questions  which  now 
distract  our  country  would  never  had  been 
heard  ciL  What  was  done  V  It  was  provided 
that  those  artioles  which  had  before  paid 
twenty-seven  and  thirty -three  per  cent,  should, 
after  tiiat  time,  p^  only  twenty-five  per  cent 
Bid  the  act  stop  there?  Did  it  vindicate  the 
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policy  that  the  protecting  duties  were  to  pro- 
ffrassively  inoreue  t  No :  it  provided,  that 
these  duties  of  tTren^-five  per  oeat.  uMnild, 
after  a  ontnn  period,  go  down  to  twen^  per 
oeoL  Had  they  been  permitted  to  remain 
thve  th^  nsver  would  nave  been  disturbed  hj 
the  oomiuauits  of  Bonth  GaroUna,  The  act  of 
1816  jvoTided  for  a  redvotion  of  duties,  aasur- 
log  tlwt  prices  would  go  down  aftw  Uie  world 
became  settled.  Tet  we  are  now  told  that, 
because  the  repreaentAtives  of  South  Carolina 
took  a  leading  part  in  that  reduction  of  the 
duties,  we  are  now  bound  to  increase  them.  The 
policy  of  the  act  was  to  reduce  them  to  twenty 

Ser  cent. ;  and,  after  the  payment  of  the  nation^ 
ebt,  to  ten  per  cent.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  gives  the  State  <n  South  Carolina 
credit  for  a  Idnd  of  interested  sagacity  on  that 
oooauon,  which  she  utterly  disdanos.  Sh»  had 
no  such  sagacity.  It  is  u^Jost  and  illiberal,  in 
the  last  degree,  to  set  down  her  patriotic  Mwi- 
fiee  on  that  oooauon  as  a  miserable  ofiisring  at 
the  shrine  oi  avarice.  The  whole  was  trans- 
■oted  in  the  face  of  the  world.  The  arguments 
used  in  this  House,  when  the  act  was  passed, 
are  now  extant.  Look  into  the  records  of  the 
proceedings,  and  if  a  word  was  uttered  in 
favor  of  that  act,  on  the  ground  assumed  by 
the  gentiemaEL  The  act  provided  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  revenue  datiea.  The  suspension  of 
a  longer  oommeroe,  oocanoned  by  the  war,  had 
l^veh  an  artifldal  protection  to  those  manufac- 
tures which  were  established  during  the  war. 
The  (ntisens  oi  ICaauohnsetta,  who  had  resolved 
that  it  was  nnbecwiing  a  moral  and  religioua 
people  to  r^<^  at  the  victories  achievra  by 
the  courage  of  our  countrymen — who  spumed 
and  frowned  at  those  who  had  lent  their  money 
to  the  Qoverument — they  had  embarked  their 
capital,  which  tiiey  refused  to  Government  to 
assist  in  providing  for  the  common  safety,  in 
manufaotures,  with  a  view  to  profit.  Sir,  on 
that  occasion  a  moat  generous  and  forgiving 
spirit  was  manifested  towards  them.  What  was 
the  question  under  which  the  minimum  spoken 
of  was  established  f  It  was,  will  you,  by  sud- 
deaij  withdrawing  all  proteotion,  ruin  these 
men  ?  Kr,  utterly  as  I  detest  the  ^stem,  I 
should  have  d<HW  the  same.  This  jprotection 
was  naked  under  drcnmstances,  and  given  upon 
principles,  which  never  should  be  thrown  at 
the  State  of  South  Carolina  as  a  reproach .  The 
question  was,  whether  the  manufacturers  who 
had  made  investments  during  the  war,  shonld 
be  saved  or  ruined.  A  temporary  provision 
was  made  by  the  terms  of  the  act  in  order  to 
save  tbemu.  That  act  in  a  few  years  dtscbarged 
its  duties.  Bat  speculators  embarked  in  the 
bnriness — adventurers,  who  had  no  interest  in 
manufactories  during  the  war.  Is  it  not  mon- 
strous to  say  that  South  Carolina  is  bonnd  to 
protect  them  t  This  ia  like  the  constitational 
ai^ument,  when  gentlemen  say  that,  in  1790, 
Congress  laid  a  duty  of  five  per  cent.,  and  a 
tariff  is  a  tariff.  If  this  id  logic,  we  are  certainly 
respcHiMble  for  tiw  tariff  (tf  1816.  We  were 
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then  willing  the  duties  should  be  gradoelly  re- 
duced to  save  the  mann&ctoreis  &om  ruin.  We 
are  now  willing  to  take  the  same  course.  If 
we  propose  present  datiea  oi  thirty  per  cent  to 
be  gradually  leduoed  to  twenty-five,  twenty, 
fifteen,  and  .twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.,  tiaJi 
we  fiftoen  yean  hence,  be  held  up  to  the  public 
as  authors  of  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  t  Since 
he  was  up,  he  would  say  one  word  as  to  the 
minimum  itself.  When  that  was  fixed  in  1816 
at  twenty-five  cents,  that  was  the  known  prim 
of  common  India  coUons,  as  he  had  been  in- 
formed by  a  colleague  of  the  gentleman  trom 
Uassachusetts.  Tlie  duty  was  then  q>ecific 
But  we  have  since  gone  on  increasing  the  duty 
while  the  price  has  been  contonnally  falling. 
He  regretted  that  he  was  driven  to  say  a  ran^e 
word  on  the  snt^ect  before  it  came  pnmerly 
befive  the  Hooae,  He  was  oomnelled  to  do  it 
in  order  to  i«fiite  a  calanmy  wnieh  had  beat 
brought  against  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in 
another  place,  by  an  individual  who  knew  better 
at  the  time,  and  wluch  had  now  been  repoUed 
on  thia  floor. 

Mr.  HomcAK  rose,  but  yielded  the  floor  to 

Mr.  Apflbtoit,  for  the  i>Qrpo8e  of  explana- 
tion ;  who  Biud  he  had  not  imputed  avaricioos 
motives  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  but  en< 
lightened  interest.  That  the  promotion  of  the 
consumption  of  tiieir  cotton  was  a  leading  mo- 
tive, he  conld  not  doubt,  having  been  so  in- 
formed by  the  late  Franw  C.  Lowell,  of  Bostcm, 
who  was  here  at  the  time  the  bill  passed. 

It  was  moved  that  the  House  now  proceed 
to  the  wdeis  of  theday;  which  was  lost — yeas 
69,  nays  90. 

Mr.  Hoffman  said  he  happened  to  be  one  of 
those  who,  in  1828,  had  supported  the  tariff^ 
now  the  subject  of  bo  mndi  prwse  and  of  so 
much  blame.  Whether  that  support  was  wise 
or  foolish,  be  thought  he  knew  the  objects  of 
the  law.  The  object  of  the  mlnimnms  was  to 
exclude  importation.  He  thought  the  pream- 
ble to  the  resolution  did  not  misstate  the  objects 
of  the  law.  The  resolution  called  for  informa- 
tion as  to  its  operation.  He  wished  for  that 
information.  Btnne  sidd  the  dnties  have  oansed 
low  prices  others  said  they  had  not ;  he  wi^ied 
to  know  tfaefacts.  Nothingisgotby  reristanoe 
to  truth,  by  attempting  to  abut  out  light.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Davis)  pro- 
poses to  strike  out  the  definite  inquiry  contamed 
in  this  resolution,  and  snbstitute  a  general  in- 

auiry.  He  thought  this  was  uiyust  to  the  gen- 
eman  who  made  the  inquiry :  it  was,  be- 
sides, altogether  indiscreet  in  those  who  were 
desirous  to  support  the  tariff^  to  smother  such 
an  inquiry.  Tlie  amendment  had  that  effect. 
What,  if  inquiry  was  proposed  to  be  made  into 
a  certain  action  of  a  particular  individual,  a 
gentleman  comes  forward  and  proposes  to 
amend  that  by  inquiring  into  all  the  actions  of 
every  individuaL  That  must  be  the  ol^ect  of 
such  an  amendment.  He  hoped  no  cover  would 
be  given  to  the  cbaige  that  thb  system  was  to 
be  defended  by  the  cfutoealment  oi  truth.  It 
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was  well  knowQ  that  the  nominal,  the  office 
value  of  goods  was  verj  different  from  their 
real  vklne.  This  was  a  defect  in  onr  Treasury 
reports  that  he  was  anxious  to  see  remedied. 
Another  point  had  been  alluded  to — the  evasions 
of  the  duties.  If  the  eoemies  of  the  system  de- 
dred  a  ooaolosiTe,  an  onanswwable  ar^ment 
against  its  operation,  it  eertunly  was  this  very 
ai^nment,  that  it  introduced  a  mass  of  rating- 
tiiat  oould  not  be  repressed.  He  did  not 
credit  the  statements  that  had  been  made  on 
that  head.  One  great  reason  of  his  disbelief 
was  the  great  disparity  between  the  value  of 
goods  in  Canada  and  England  and  here.  If 
RnDfj^ling  had  been  carried  on  so  extensively, 
it  would  have  had  a  tendency  to  equalize  the 
valoe.  But  he  was  anxious  to  have  the  facts ; 
be  would  give  the  cranmittee  ^wer  to  send 
for  persons  and  pq>ers,  and  investwate  all  these 
mattMra  ftdlr  niuer  oath.  "Hits  Hoose  might 
then  have  data  more  aatbentio  than  statements 
nude  on  one  side  Ktd  denied  on  the  other. 

Mr.  Datb  s^d  he  wonld  not  be  drawn  into 
a  disenaaion  of  the  general  question  by  any 

EroTOoation  whatever.  He  fialt  ic  his  duty, 
owevar,  to  make  scone  remarks  npon  the 
amendment  he  had  offered.  It  was  said  to 
violate  the  courtesies  of  the  House.  What  was 
the  fact!  The  gentlfflnen  firom  Virginia  asks 
for  information.  He  (Mr.  D.)  proposed  an 
amendment,  carrying  the  inquiry  farther.  Had 
he  lifted  his  hands  ag^nst  the  inquiry  f  He 
had  l>eeD  duu'ged  with  smothmng  inquiry. 
He  repelled  Hm  charge.  Let  geatlranen  look 
at  the  ameodmeot  iMesihatsmotherinqairTl 
Or  is  it  the  gentlemen  who  complain  that  tite 
inqoiry  Is  too  la^e,  that  it  oalls  for  too  maoh 
information,  who  smother  inquiry  ?  Is  it  the 
common  praotxoe  of  this  House,  when  a  resolu- 
tion for  inquiring  into  one  side  of  a  question 
is  offered,  to  make  an  amendment  to  bring  out 
both  sides,  to  cover  the  whole  ground  1  He 
said  he  did  not  wish  to  pnrsue  the  matter.  He 
^d  not  hold  himself  responsible  for  this  pro- 
tracted debate,  though  he  did  not  think  it  alto- 
gether profitiess.  He  wished  the  question 
settied  whether  they  were  to  have  information 
npon  only  one  nde  of  the  qnestion :  those  who 
80  wished  would  vote  agwist  his  amendment ; 
thme  who  wished  to  see  the  whole  snl^ect  em- 
bodied iroeld  vote  in  fiivor  <^  it. 

Ur.  Weldb  said,  as  it  was  obvlotis  that  the 
House  was  willing  this  debate  should  proceed, 
he  wonld  claim  their  attention  for  a  few 
minates.  He  bad  regretted  the  resolution, 
originally  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, had  not  been  adopted  without  debate,  aa 
were  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  respective 
chairmen  of  the  Committee  on  Uanufactures 
and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He 
regretted  that  any  incidental  discussion  ^onld 
have  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  forbearance  and 
concUiatotT  q»irit  with  which  this  most  vexa- 
tions and  ^m^erous  of  all  tiie  anbgeota  offiared 
to  the  eonrideration  of  the  House  ought  to  be 
^»proaehed.  He  had  been  larprised  at  the  ex- 


planation g^ven  by  the  gentieman  from  Masea- 
chnsetts,  (Mr.  Di.vte,)  to  the  object  of  his 
amendment  It  was  a  well-known  branch  of 
leipslative  tactics,  to  offer  an  amendment  for 
the  purpose  of  overloading  and  orushiug  an  in- 
quiry. U  the  otiJeet  of  inqairy  was  the  same, 
why  offer  the  anuBudment?  If  it  wasdiff)»rent, 
why  not  impose  it  as  a  distinct  and  snbatantive 
prop<mtion  f  That  the  subject  of  the  ori^al 
resolutitm  was  one  npon  which  information  was 
necessary,  tiiere  had  reoentiy  occurred  an  illus- 
tration within  his  own  knowledge.  He  had 
not  been  able,  by  any  inquiries  at  the  depart- 
ment, or  of  gentiemen,  to  ascertain  the  price  of 
the  flreight  of  a  too  of  bar  iron  from  liverpot^ 
to  New  York.  He  should  not  have  now  risen, 
had  he  not  been  called  up  by  an  allusion  to  a 
name  for  which  he  oheri^ed  the  highest  re- 
spect and  the  fondest  affection.  He  was  in  this 
House,  in  1816,  when  tiie  original  tariff  law 
passed.  There  was  no  member  in  the  House 
whose  opinions  reedved  so  much  respect  and 
attention  as  tiiose  of  William  Lowndes.  He 
was  admitted  to  be  one  of  the  first  statesmen 
this  conntry  had  ever  produced.  That  man 
was  no  friend  to  high  duties.  The  bill  reported 
on  that  occasion  provided  for  duties  at  twenty- 
five  per  cent,,  to  be  reduced  at  a  certun  period 
to  twenty  per  cent.  When  his  eoUeagne,  who 
was  now  a  member  of  the  other  House,  moved 
to  strike  out  tiie  twenty-five  per  cent.,  leaving 
the  rate  of  duty  at  twenty  per  oent,  the  vote 
of  William  Lowndes  was  recorded  in  uie  affirm- 
ative. When  it  was  proposed,  on  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  sinke  ont  the  mini- 
mum, the  Sonthem  votes  were  in  the  affinooa- 
tive.  The  daties  estaUished  by  tiurf;  act  were 
entirely  on  the  ground  of  revenne.  The  war, 
then  just  over,  left  the  country  deeply  in 
debt.  The  duties  were  retained  at  that  extent 
for  the  purposes  of  revenue— with  another 
view,  that  they  might  incidentally  protect  the 
establishments  that  had  grown  out  of  the  war. 
The  motive  for  establishing  the  minimum  was, 
that  we  had  not  only  come  ont  of  the  war  with 
a  heavy  debt,  but  with  a  depreciated  currency. 
The  difference  between  the  currency  of  Balti- 
mon  and  Boston  was  something  like  twenty- 
five  per  cent.  The  exportation  of  spet^  to 
India  for  the  pnrdiaie  of  coarse  cottons  was 
represented  as  one  great  obstacle  to  the  resnm^ 
tion  .of  spede  payments  the  banks.  This 
minimum  was  intended  to  affect  tiie  coarse  cot- 
tons of  India  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  expor- 
tation of  specie.  There  was  then  great  doubt, 
if  this  measure  was  not  adopted,  whether  our 
banks  would  be  able  to  resume  specie  parents. 
The  Bank  of  England  did  not  at  that  time  pay 
specie.  It  was  intended  to  operate  entirely  on 
the  drtun  of  specie  to  India.  We  had  not  then 
arrived  at  the  doctrine  that  specie  went  ont  of 
the  conntry  simply  because  it  had  come  in.  If 
the  discussions  on  tiiis  subject  were  conducted 
with  earn,  droumspection,  and  full  information, 
there  woidd  be  no  danger  of  any  impodtion 
upon  the  good  sense  of  the  Hoose.  He  was 
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SAtisfied  that  no  facts  wonld  escape  the  vi^lance 
ftf  gentlemea  oa  both  sides  of  the  qaestion. 

Hr.  Carbos  regretted  that  so  maoh  debate 
had  arisen  apoa  a  resolation  of  this  character. 
He  had  risen  to  notice  a  single  statement  of  the 
gratlemao  firom  M aasaohiisettB,  (Mr.  Appurros,) 
which,  from  his  fall  and  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  mbjeot,  mask  be  taken  as  oorrect,  and 
whldi  he  thought  put  the  whole  qnestlon  at  rest 
Tliat  Mntieman  had  stated,  and  it  was  not  to 
be  doubted,  as  he  was  amannfoctarer,  that  cot- 
ton goods  could  be  maoaf&ctared  cheaper  in 
this  country  than  in  End^d. 

Mr.  Apputon  said  his  statement  was,  that 
raw  cotton  could  be  converted  into  cloth  in  this 
country  for  less  money  than  in  England. 

Mr.  Cabson  said,  if  that  is  true,  why,  in  the 
name  of  reason  and  common  sense,  do  yon  con- 
tinue the  duty  ?  It  is  not  needed  for  revenue, 
it  is  not  required  for  protection ;  for  here  one  <rf 
the  most  respectable  mannfaotnrers  in  the  coun- 
try says,  we  can  make  cloth  chewier  than  it  can 
be  made  la  England.  Is  it  snrprinng  that  the 
South  oUeot  to  it  as  a  bounty  <hi  manu&ctnree  ? 
He  would  make  tke  inquiry'  attributed,  in  the 
public  papers,  to  the  principal  leader  of  the 
manuGsotarlng  interest  in  the  other  House,  on 
the  proposition  to  divide  the  surplus  revenue 
among  the  several  States— where  is  yonr  war- 
rant in  the  oonstitution  I  Where  is  the  warrant 
to  impose  a  tax  on  the  people,  as  a  bounty  to 
the  maunfacturers,  when  they  boldly  state  on 
this  floor  that  they  can  produce  these  articles 
cbe^wr  than  England,  and  meet  her  competi- 
tion m  any  foreign  market  t  That  gentleman 
had  oommnnlcated  anothor  secret  fw  the  infor- 
mation of  Qm  House :  that  he  had  summoned 
the  manufacturers  to  this  plBoe,^beoanBe  their 
interests  were  to  be  attacked.  They  were,  no 
doubt,  to  be  introdnoed  as  witnesses,  to  prove 
the  facts  in  which  they  were  directly  and 
deeply  interested.  Sir,  shall  the  testimony  of 
inter^ted  witnesses,  given  at  the  instance  of 
their  fdlow-mftnnfactnrers  on  tfaia  floor,  be 
brought  here  to  settle  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  this  nation,  in  the  most  important 
of  all  questions  affecting  their  rights,  while 
such  testimony  would  not  be  hearkened  to  in  a 
court  of  justice  t  May  we  not  ask  this  question, 
•  when  gentlemen  say  there  is  no  necessity  of 
relieving  us  from  burdens  which  have  ground 
us  to  powder  I  We  ask  it  of  their  geueroeity,  if 
thcgr  have  any,  to  loose  their  hold ;  we  adjure 
tiiem  to  continue  any  longer  a  system  which 
makes  them  the  receivers  and  ns  the  payers, 
Binoe  by  their  own  statement,  there  is  no  longer, 
npon  pnblio  grounds,  any  occasion  or  apol(^y 
for  its  continuance. 

Mr.  Cambbelbno,  having  been  appealed  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maasachasetts,  (Mr. 
Appleton,)  to  corroborate  his  statement  of  the 
price  of  East  lodiacottons  in  1816,  said,  he  had 
no  particular  knowledge  of  that  trade  at  that 
period ;  but  he  felt  assured  that  that  gentleman 
would  not  conscientiously  make  any  statement 
not  Bbiotly  correct  He  could,  however,  give 


IBSSL 


Other  information  as  to  prices  upon  which  he 
presumed  the  minimum  ot  1816  was  founded ; 
and  if  gentlemen  wonld  assnme  the  same  basis 
now,  however  objectionable  he  conridered 
this  minimum  system  to  be  in  all  respects,  lie 
ahonld  be  willing  to  establish  the  same  rate  of 
duty  at  this  time.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
price  of  oommoii  white  cottons,  mannfaetared  in 
tile  United  States,  and  entering  into  the  general 
oonsumption  of  the  country,  did  nut  vwrj  ftr 
from  twenty-five  cents:  these  oottmu  were 
conceived  to  be  of  the  lowest  price.  Aud  if 
Congress,  in  assuming  that  as  the  minimum 
price  of  cottons,  placed  it  too  high,  it  was  be- 
cause the^  were  deceived  by  those  friHU  whom 
they  received  the  information.  They  were  in- 
tended to  establish  an  artificial  aud  arbitrary 
minimum.  The  duty  contemplated  was  twenty- 
five  per  cent  on  an  actual  minimum  value. 
But  what  was  the  practical  operatiixi  of  this 
minimum  now  t  Hie  same,  nay,  a  better  arti- 
cle oould  be  bouf^t  in  England  for  seven  and 
a  half  ooits,  while  the  minimum  had  been  aug- 
mented firom  twenty-five  to  tiiirty-flve  cents, 
and  it  was  now  arbitrarily  valued  at  Uie  latter 
price.  This  was  the  case  with  British  shirt- 
ings. He  bad  been  informed  by  «ie.  of  the 
most  extendve  and  worthy  impwters'  of  the 
country,  an  American,  too,  as  re^>eotabIe  as 
the  gentleman  from  Muaachusetta  tumself,  that 
these  cottons  were  actually  imported  now,  not 
for  consumption,  but  for  exportation.  Tbey 
would  be  imported  for  consumption,  but  for  the 
enormous  duty  levied  under  the  cover  of  a  mini- 
mnm  of  eight  oents  on  a  value  of  seven  and  a 
half,  making  fifteen  and  a  half;  while  a  owre- 
nionding  article  oi  American  ftbrio  was  add  at 
fifteen  to  fifteen  aud  a  half  cents.  Thus  were 
British  shirtings  excluded  by  those  wise,  just, . 
and  patriotic  laws  which  enable  ns  to  su^y 
Mexico  uid  North  America  with  those  very 
cottons,  while  we  prohibit  our  own  ooontiym^ 
from  consuming  tiiem.  Tbey  o(Hne  toour  mar- 
kets at  half  the  price  demanded  for  our  own 
fabrics,  and  we  prohibit  their  oonsumption  lest 
we  should  diminish  the  dividends  of  our  mano- 
facturers.  It  was  to  explain  the  operation  of 
these  minimum  duties  that  he  wished  the  calcu- 
lations called  for  by  tiie  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tieman  from  'Virginia 

The  question  was  then  decided — yeas  99, 
n^s89. 


Monday,  January  28. 
Sandmky  Road. 
Mr.  CooKB,  of  Obif^  moved  the  following 
resdution: 

Saohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Intenial  Tm- 
proTements  be  instructed  to  loqaire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  an  appropria^oa  in  lands,  for 
the  pnrpoee  of  IsTiog  out  siid  constmetiog  a  road, 
to  nm  southvaidly  from  Lower  Bandusk;',  in  the 
Sute  of  Ohio,  to  the  tmoiidary  Une  establiiiied  by 
the  treaty  of  Greenville,  as  st^ulated  by  the  treaty 
of  Brownstown,  betmen  the  Dieted  Sttfes  and  the 
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■everal  Indtan  tribes  northirest  of  the  river  Ohio ; 
and  aooordiDB  to  the  proviuons  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  December  12,  IBll ;  and  that  the  i»-e- 
amble  and  retdutiona  itf  the  Qeneral  Assembly  of 
t1i«  State  of  Ohk),  heretofore  preaeoted  to  Congress, 
in  refbrenoe  to  that  anUect,  be  referred  to  the  etid 
Committee  on  Internal  Improrements. 

Tbe  questioii  was  pat  and  the  rewdotioD 
adopted. 

I%e  Tat^ff'-^Mem&rial  qf  South  OaroUna. 

Jir.  DuTTOV,  ot  South  Oardina,  {ffesented 
the  lUlowing  memorial : 

**  The  memorial  of  the  menbon  oi  the  L^itelature 
of  the  8ute  of  South  OaroHna,  oj^MMed  to  nollifi- 
cation,  showeth : 

*'That  they  are  exceedingly  aggrieved  by  tbe 
Uira  f»f  tbe  United  States,  impo^ng  Ugh  dntiea  on 
foreign  merobaodise  Ibr  tbe  proteotion  of  maaufao- 
tures;  tlie  enh  under  vUcb  Sooth  Carolina  is 
suffering  are  obvious  and  alarming ;  the  neat  de- 
preciaUon  of  cotton,  the  chief  staple  of  oer  soil, 
baa  reduced  the  profits  to  which  the  planters  have 
long  been  accustomed,  to  such  a  degree,  that  the 
culture,  yielding  no  longer  an  adequate  compensa- 
tion for  their  labor,  is  continued  merely  from  ne- 
cessity;  at  the  same  time  her  citizens  are  exor- 
Utantly  taxed  on  all  the  articles  of  foreign  growth 
or  prodveUon  that  enter  into  tiidr  conaumpnon.  If 
other  eanses  conspire  to  reduce  the  income  of  her 
citizens,  it  is  the  tariff  alone  wUch  denies  them  the 
ri^it  of  converting  that  reduced  income  into  sncb 
an  amount  of  the  necessaries  or  couvaidences  of 
UCb  as  would  certunly  be  at  ibeir  eommaad  under 
the  rarenne  system  of  moderate  duties.  These 
dlfBcnlties,  though  great,  might  be  t<denited,  if  the 
burden  was  equal ;  out  uey  are  greatly  anrtvated 
by  the  consideration  that  we  benefits  of  ue  tariff 
are  confined  to  tbe  manufiwturing  States,  and  that 
South  Carolina  feels  with  severity  the  weight  of  the 
proteetfi^  system,  bat  receives  no  part  of  the  com- 
pensation. 

**It  ia  wen  known  to  Congress,  that  the  policy, 
the  joeUoe,  and  the  consUtutionality  of  the  present 
system  of  high  protecting  duties  have  been  strenu- 
ondy  contested  and  deided.  The  fovorers  of  these 
r^ubtions  may  have  thought  that  the  opposition 
would  become  leas  violent,  as  time  woidd  render 
the  system  more  bmiHar  to  the  people.  Butifsuch 
expeotatkma  were  ever  entertained,  it  is  time  they 
should  be  abandoned.  The  progress  of  diseontent, 
■o  far  from  diminishing,  has  become  more  alarming 
jGrom  year  to  year,  aa  a  oontinaance  of  the  system 
has  led  to  a  farther  development  of  public  ofdnion. 

**  It  riioold  not  be  a  matter  of  wonder  that  all  the 
evils  which  have  aeeompanied  an  obnoxious  course 
of  P0K17,  are  ascribed  exelnrively  to  its  agency. 
Toor  memorialists,  who  fully  concur  with  their 
feOow-citizens  in  their  opposition  to  the  tariff,  are 
of  that  party  who  regard  nullification  as  utterly  an- 
coDStitntionaL  They  disclaim  altoge^er  tbe  lan- 
guage of  violence  and  intimidation ;  bnt  they  iodat 
it  ia  tbe  duty  of  Government  to  abstun  from  sndi 
legi^tion  as  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  si^rit 
and  opinious  of  the  people.  It  ia  not  enon^  that 
laws  snonld  be  Jnst  and  reasonable  in  themselves; 
they  ought  to  conform  to  public  opinion,  and  give 
satisfaction  to  the  community. 

"The  objections  to  the  restrictive  system  are  of 
the  gravest  character,  and  the  aeoae  m  omnaidon 
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and  injustice  which  it  has  excited,  are  widely  dif- 
fused and  deeply  felt. 

"  Thu  common  good  reqairea  that  it  should  not 
be  persevered  in,  against  tba  judgment  and  in  op- 
position to  the  aeniimentf  of  so  large  a  minority. 
In  all  Governments  this  consideration  is  entitled  to 
great  respect,  parUcatarly  in  popular  GovemmentB ; 
but  in  none  no  much  as  our  own.  The  constitution 
itself  was  founded  in  compromise,  and  the  vital 
principle  of  the  Union  condsts  in  tbe  spirit  of 
mutual  concession. 

"  The  speedy  extingdshment  of  the  public  debt  * 
ftimishei  an  opportumty  of  reducing  the  public 
burdens  which  yonr  memorialists  confidently  hope 
will  be  improved  by  the  wisdom  of  Congress.  They 
submit  this  momentous  subject  to  your  enlightened 
wisdom  and  regard  for  our  common  country,  in 
tiie  earnest  hope  that  by  redotdng  tiie  doties  to  a 
scale  commensurate  with  the  necessary  revenue  of 
the  United  States,  and  adjusting  them  with  a  due 
regard  to  the  interests  of  all,  you  will  remove  the 
unhappy  differences  that  now  prenul,  and  establish 
the  peace  and  happlaflss  of  the  country  on  a  per* 
manent  basis." 

Mr.  Dbattoh  moved  that  tbe  memorial  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Dknnt  moved  to  amend  the  motion  hy 
inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  the  Committee  on  Manafsotores. 

Mr.  Dbatton  presented  in  a  succinct  manner 
his  reasons  for  wishingthe  memorial  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heana.  Tbe 
Bobject  to  vhioh  it  referried  was  tbe  rerenne 
of  the  conntry.  It  prayed  th^  the  existing 
duties  might  be  so  far  reduced  as  to  be  com- 
mensnrate  with  the  Iwitimate 'object  for  which 
it  was  collected.  If  this  was  not  a  question  for 
the  Committee  on  Finanoe,  he  did  not  know 
what  could  i>e  so  conddered.  With  the  general 
theory  of  revenae  the  Committee  on  Mann&c- 
tures  had  no  concern.  The  avowed  object  of 
that  committee  was  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
importation,  and  consequently  the  amount  of 
revenne ;  bat  if  that  committee  was  to  be  suf- 
fered to  proceed  nntrammelledf  and  anooimter- 
acted  by  the  action  of  any  other  of  the  commiV 
tees  of  the  House,  the  rranlt  might  be  ihat  the 
revenue  should  so  far  be  reduced  aa  to  he 
inadequate  to  meet  the  demaads  of  the  pnUio 
service.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
possessed  experience  on  the  subject  of  the 
revenue,  and  could  best  decide  how  far  the 
taxes  on  any  given  article  might  with  safety  be 
enlarged  or  (wnioished.  It  was,  in  every  possi- 
ble view,  the  ^propriate  committee  for  the 
consideration  of  such  a  memorial  as  he  had  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the  House. 

Mr.  DsKSTT,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that  it  was 
far  from  hia  intention  to  renew  the  debate  oF 
yesterday.  He  had  been  led  to  believe  that  the 
people  of  Booth  Carolina  complained  of  the 
existing  tariff  laws  as  operating  oppressively. 
As  fitr  as  he  understood  the  particniar  sabjeot 
of  their  complaint,  it  was  that  duties  were  udd 
not  merely  for  revenue,  but  for  protection. 
Such  was  the  avowed  object  of  our  tariff  law. 
If  tbey  c(»nidained  of  it,  therefore,  what  tbey 
oompluned  of  was  protection.  To  what  com- 
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mittee,  then,  should  a  memorial  on  that  Hohjeot 
be  referred,  but  to  that  committee  of  the  Honse 
whioh  bad  the  general  ral^ect  d  the  proteclioD 
of  oar  domeiUo  indtutiy,  more  peonlluly  nnder 
its  ohargef  It  wm  tme  that  the  GMnmittee 
of  Waya  and  ICeau  had  the  anlject  of  revenae 
partioalarijr  oooflded  to  them,  bat  the  qaeetion 
m  that  memorial  was  oot  a  mere  qaestion  of 
revenae.  It  prayed  that  the  tariff  might  be  so 
diminiflhed  as  to  reduce  the  revenne  by  taking 
away  the  proteotton  at  present  extended  to  oar 
mana&ctares.  The  subject,  therefore,  pertidned 
to  the  Committee' of  Uannfectures. 

Kr.  SraoHT,  of  North  Carolina,  said  it  was 
rery  extraordloary  that  no  proposition  on  the 
nbject  of  duties  could  be  brought  into  the 
Hoose,  but  it  must  immediately  be  seized  npon 
and  danghtered  by  being  referred  to  the  Ooin- 
mittee  on  Ibmnfiwtores.  Whatever  it  was,  or 
whererer  it  oune  from,  it  was  aelzed  on  with 
avidity,  and  given  to  that  committee,  who, 
acoording  to  their  own  ideas,  had  exclusive 
Jurisdiction  over  the  whole  subject.  What  was 
the  prayer  of  this  petition  t  That  the  revenae 
might  be  reduced  nntil  it  shoald  be  not  more 
thui  sufficient  to  meet  the  actual  wants  of  the 
Government  Was  this  not  a  subject  belon^ng 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heuu  1  That 
committee  had  the  exclasive  oare  of  ^e  revenae 
of  the  country.  But  the  gentleman  said  that  it 
most  go  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactoree,  be- 
cause  it  a^ed  for  a  reduction  oi  the  tariC 
What,  dr,  said  Mr.  8.,  may  not  Sooth  Caroli- 
na, when  she  feels  tiie  grinding  effect  of  the 
tariff  poUcv,  be  permitted  to  nave  her  voice 
heard  f— when  the  planters  of  the  Sooth  are 
down,  and  the  maou&cturer  of  the  North  has 
his  foot  apon  their  necks,  and  his  hand  in  their 
pockets,  be  suffered  to  send  their  complaints  up 
to  that  Hoose?  Most  the  complaints  of  the 
oppressed  be  sent  to  a  committee  avowedly  in 
&vor  of  the  policy  that  oppressed  them  f  lliat 
memorial  proceeded  not  from  a  company  of 
manafactarera,  but  from  the  respectable  people 
d  Boatb  Carolina.  Thnra^ont  that  State,  and 
ha  might  add  thron^ioat  the  whole  Soath, 
time  existed  oa  this  auljeot  but  one  opinion. 
Hie  tariff  was  viewed  with  ontitterBUe  abhor- 
rence and  disgnst.  However  they  mi^t  difliar 
on  other  sabJectA,  there  was  bat  one  nniform 
eentimeDt  on  thii.  Nor  would  tiiey  ever  oease 
to  oppoae  the  law  so  Img  as  it  shoald  cooUnne 
in  its  present  form.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  woald  consent  to  withdraw 
hisunendment;  batifheshoiidpersistinit,Mr. 
S.  would  be  obliged  to  call  for  tiie  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BsAircH,  of  North  Carolina,  observed 
that  as  he  believed  the  object  prayed  for  by  the 
memorial  to  be  pregnant  with  the  best  good  of 
the  oountry,  he  wonld  mbmit  two  or  three 
observatioiu  in  reftorenoe  to  it;  but  sot  in  a 
^irit  of  crimination.  Far  from  it.  It  was  not 
his  purpose  to  charge  any  one  with  dishonestly 
or  unjustly  thrusting  their  bands  into  the 
podcetB  of  the  planters.  He  was  actuated  by 
no  suoh  qnrit ;  oat  by  a  q>irit  of  OTnffiiiatiftn 


and  of  union,  on  which  alone  be  believed  the 
prosperity  of  the  ooantry  to  depend.  Not  that 
he  believed  the  effects  of  the  tariff  to  be  any 
less  i^Jariona  than  they  were  represented  to  be. 
On  the  otmtrary,  he  bwieved  the  operation  criF 
that  system  waato  edianst  theresooroes^tbe 
Sooth  day  1^  d^,  and,  should  it  be  persisted 
in,  they  roast  sooner  or  later  be  compelled  to 
take  a  stop  he  shuddered  to  think  a(,  or  elae  to 
sink  into  rain.  Was  it  not  important  that  the 
friends  of  the  manafaetaring  interest  diould 
have  a  proper  estimate  of  the  real  state  of  tiie 
olaase?  This  memorial  proceeded  from  a 
dass  of  men  every  way  entitied  to  the  r«peet- 
fol  notice  of  that  House.  The  laognage  of  the 
memorial  was  calm  and  dispassionate.  Yet  it 
was  not  ^yoophantio.  It  hen  that  Just  tnedinm 
which  he  fiv  himself  was  deairons  of  following. 
It  waa  a  aotnnisrive  Hipeal  to  the  Congress  of  tM 
United  States.  And  what  was  the  proposal  of 
the  gentleman  from  I^ttsburgt  To  send  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Hajiufiutnres;  when  the 
Soathem  planter  compluned  of  the  operatioa 
of  a  law  intended  to  protect  the  mannsftCtuTer, 
his  complaint  was  to  oe  submitted  to  the  mann- 
factarers  themselves,  who  were  of  all  other 
persons  th^  most  deeply  interested  in  perpetn- 
ating  the  system  of  which  he  eomp^oed.  He 
woQld  appeal  to  tiie  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania himself  to  say  whether  the  people  u€  the 
Soath  ought  to  feel  satisfied  witii  aoen  a  propo- 
sition. Were  they  not  entitled  at  least  to  be 
heard  by  an  impartial  triboaal  in  «  cause  on 
whioh  their  most  vital  iaterfeita  on  which,  in 
fkct,  their  all  depended. 

Mr.  B.  said  his  object  was  very  far  fWwn 
being  to  excite  nnpleasant  feeling?-  He  trusted, 
that  in  the  homed  observations  he  had  sub- 
mitted, there  had  been  nothing  to  produce  sac^ 
an  effect.  His  object  had  tieen  to  call  out  tlie 
generoos  feelings — no— the  Just  feelings  of  tiie 
manufacturing  interest.  He  asked  for  the 
memorialists  no  more  than  they  were  jnstly  oi- 
titied  to.  "niey  asked  relief  in  reepeotfU  tmns. 
Wonld  the  genttoman  oonsider  it  rigbl^  In  his 
own  oase,to  be  sent  for  Judgment  to  an  Interest* 
ed  tribunal  t  North  OaroUna  had  asked  nothing 
<»i  this  saltj«et,  but  she  was  deeply  interested  in 
the  adtostmrat  it  should  receive.  He  believed, 
as  verily  as  he  believed  any  thing  in  the  wwld, 
that  on  the  result  of  their  deliberations  on  that 
snbjeot  bang  saspended  all  that  was  dear  to  the 
country.  We  forewarn  gentiwen  to  bewara 
Let  them  ^ook  in  time — the  ^irit  which  had 
slumbered  so  long,  would  at  length  be  caUed 
into  action.  He  concluded  by  expressing  bis 
hope  that  Congress  would  extend  to  the  people 
of  the  Soath  that  rdief  to  whidi  they  bdioved 
themselves  justly  entitied. 

Mr.  MiTOHKLL,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that 
he  felt  personally  very  indifferent  to  which  of 
the  ccuunitteea  this  ntemorial  be  re- 

ferred ;  but,  for  the  reasons  which  had  been 
already  stated,  he  oonld  not  but  oonsider  it  as 
very  improper  that  it  shoald  be  sent  to  the 
Oraunittee  on  Mann&otorea.  H«  had  beat 
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greatl;'  astoDtafaed  at  some  of  the  remarkB  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennaylvania,  (Mr.  Dbnkt.) 
He  thought  that  the  tariff  had  been  professedly 
enacted  for  revenue ;  he  had  been  in  that  House 
when  the  tariff  of  1828  was  enacted,  and  had 
heard  a  proposal  made  to  alter  ita  title,  by 
calling  it  a  biil  fbr  the  protection  of  manmao- 
torea,  but  such  a  proposal  had  been  scouted ; 
the  friends  of  the  law  denied  that  it  waa  for 
protection,  and  said  it  was  for  rerenne  only. 
Ho  professed  to  have  the  utmost  confidence 
in  the  Oommittee  on  ManD&oturea,  who  he  did 
not  doabt  would  perfmn  tiielr  datj  In  the  case, 
but  he  could  not  out  consider  the  other  course 
as  everr  way  more  proper. 

Jix.  Buxasa  said  that  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  referukce  of  this  memorial  to  the  Ocnnmitte^ 
of  Ways  and  Heaos,  but  to  express  his  hope 
that  the  gentleman  who  had  moved  the  amend- 
ment (Hr.  Dbnvt)  woidd  withdraw  his  motion. 
Mr.  B.  was  willing  that  those  who  said  they 
were  a^riered,  should  not  only  have  wh^ 
they  wanted,  if  they  were  entitled  to  it,  bat 
that  they  should  have  it  from  the  hands  at 
which  they  craved  it  He  did  not  Ubiok  the 
Hoose  eoold  ever  be  induced  to  believe  that 
the  tariff  law  was  ojqtressive  and  minous  In  ita 
oparaAioa.  in  a  large  portion  of  the  Union, 
withwt  faaviiv  the  eviaenoe  snbmitted  to  them 
wludi  ahoold  go  to  prove  thai  sneh  an  impres- 
(don  was  aomethiug  more  than  mere  delusion. 
He  had  no  belief  whatever  that  the  allegation  in 
the  memori^  could,  by  any  possibility,  be  sm- 
tuned  to  the  satirfaotion  of  the  deliberate  judg- 
ment of  any  human  being.  He  believed  the 
whole  representation  there  made  as  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  deluaon ;  yet  he  was  dia- 
posed  to  treat  it  with  respect,  so  much  so  that 
be  was  desirous  it  should  pass  under  that 
yyftmiim^J^  whioh  the  gmllenisa  who  pre- 
seoted  th«  p^ier  had  himaelf  pointed  out ;  and 
bAvi^  tbna  satisfied  them  (rf  the  willingness  of 
that  Hoose  to  treat  their  representations  in  a 
£ur  and  eandid  manner,  he  would  leave  them 
no  cause  of  oomplaint  on  that  score.  As  to  the 
conseqaences  which  had  been  threatened,  they 
might  oome,  but  he  did  not  believe  that  they 
ever  would.  He  never  wonld  believe  that  the 
people  of  the  South  were  prepared  to  throw  up 
their  glorious  oonatitution,  and  a  Union  in 
-which  they  were  so  deeply  Interested,  on  tiie 

Sound  of  any  delnnve  statement,  snch  as  that 
the  menuwiaL  He  wonld  not  brieve  that 
the  Soath  wonld,  at  this  time,  or  at  any  fatnre 
time,  wage  war  against  the  North  for  tiie  sake 
of  a  law  which  had  been  &irly  enacted  by  the 
m^ority,  and  the  effect  of  which  was,  while  it 
gave  one  portion  of  the  country  a  market  at 
home,  to  give  to  the  other  a  market  abroad  and 
at  home  too. 

Mr.  Oabsok  sud  that  the  Boutii  ought  doabt- 
leee  to  feel  herself  much  indebted  to  the  elo- 
qaent  and  learned  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island, 
for  the  respect  be  had  shown  to  their  delnaion. 
It  was  poraible  that  they  nught  be  in  a  delusion, 
bnb  he  wonld  pnt  it  to  the  good  sense  of  that 


[H.  or  B. 

interested  Judge,  whether  delusion  or  self* 
interest  was  the  most  likely  to  lead  men  astray. 
There  was  much  truth  and  wisdom  in  an  ex- 
pression used  by  the  father  of  the  distinguished 
gentieman  irom  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Aoaus,) 
who  had  declared  interest  to  be  the.mun  spring 
of  human  action ;  he  thought  that  maxim  waa 
abundantly  exemplified  in  that  Hall.  With  all 
the  respect  professed  by  the  gentieman  from 
Rhode  Island  for  the  delusion  of  the  South,  he 
might  be  permitted  to  say  that  it  was  the 
interest  of  the  manufaoturer9  which  caused 
their  delofdon.  It  was  not  to  be  presumed  that 
the  tax  payer  waa  more  likely  to  be  deluded 
than  the  tax  recover.  They  of  the  South  were 
the  tax  payers — nothing  coud  be  more  pldn  to 
all  dirinterested  persons  than  that  position — bi^ 

Sereons  personsJly  interested  would  not  so 
ecide.  The  House  had  daily  too  many  proofs 
to  the  contrary.  He  made  no  charge  against 
the  patriotism  of  gentlemen,  although  they 
seemed  to  think  it  patriotic  to  drain  money 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  pour  it  into 
the  pockets  of  anotber.  The  people  of  the 
South  had  often  been  chidden  as  peracHu  com- 
plaining without  reascm,  but  he  had  hoped  that 
th«y  would  at  laat  meet  withafdrandrenect- 
ftal  hearing,  and  he  trusted  they  wonld  he 
spared  the  reproach  of  delusion,  in  however 
respectful  a  manner  the  reproach  bad  been  con- 
veyed. 

Mr.  EvKBTTT  observed  that  the  House,  on 
Saturday  last,  had  sustained  a  call  for  the 
previous  question  in  reference  to  the  very  topic 
on  whioh  they  seemed  now  about  to  embark  in 
discussion,  and  he  had  understood  their  second- 
ing the  call  to  proceed  from  an  impression 
that  it  was  inexpedient  to  dlacuas  at  this  time^ 
a  great  and  momentous  subject  which  was  soon 
to  oome  rwularly  before  the  House.  Every 
reason  that  tnfluenoed  the  decision  on  Saturday, 
applied  to-day  with  all  its  force,  and  shonld  the 
detMte  be  permsted  in,  it  would  at  least  lead  to 
nothing.  He  would  (^)peal  to  gentiemen 
on  both  rides  of  the  House  to  say  what  great 
good  they  could  obtiun  by  earring,  or  what 
great  evU  they  eould  suffer  from  loong,  the 
point  now  contended  for.  The  whole  subject 
of  the  tariff  had  in  one  of  its  aspects  been  very 
fully  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
turea,  and  as  fully  in  another  view  of  it  to  the 
Conunittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Why  should 
^ey  oontinne  a  msoussion  by  which  neither 
ride  would  be  advantaged  we  weight  of  a 
straw  t  He  thought  the  anl^ect  of  the  memo- 
rial in  its  most  important  aspect  ought  properly 
to  go  to  the  Committee  on  ItannfacUirefL 
whue,  as  it  also  involved  a  great  qnestiott  ta 
finance,  it  might  without  impropriety  he  sent 
to  the  Oommittee  of  Wi^s  and  Means.  Aa 
one  friendly  to  the  interest  of  the  manufac- 
turertij  he  was  willing  it  should  take  the  latter 
direction.  The  petition  proceeded  ftom  a 
source  which  he  was  always  indined  to  regard 
with  the  greatest  respect  It  oame  from  the 
I  Leg^Blatore  of  one  of^  the  Stato,  and  be  wi» 
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villioK  that  the  hoaorable  geoUeman  who  bad 
been  tbe  orgaa  of  its  presentatioD  to  that  House, 
shoold  in  ita  reference  oboose  bia  own  commit- 
tee. He  oould  Dot  see  that  aoj  interest  would 
lie  in  the  di^teat  degree  endangered  hj  snob 
a  conrae,  aod  he  lu^ed  the  gentleman  firom 
Pennqrlvuia  woald  bare  the  goodoees  to  with- 
draw  the  moUon  he  had  mue.  He  waa  de- 
rirooi  the  Honae  might  aare  ita  atreiuth  until 
the  great  qoeatjon  at  isaae  sboold  be  aiscasaed 
upon  ita  merita,  that  it  wotild  save  its  feelings 
from  the  irritaHon  produced  hj  such  prematnre 
qMning,  and  that  gentlemen  on  both  sides 
would  save  their  ffota  and  at^menta  from 
being  tbos  Mttered  away  in  dispntea  which  led 
to  Dotbing, 

Mr.  Dxmrr  said  that,  when  be  made  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  Committee 
on  Manafaotnrea.  be  bad  not  anticipated  anj 
disaosnon,  maofa  less  that  it  would  have  elicited 
remaAa  of  aooh  a  oharaoter  ai  those  which 
had  prooeeded  from  the  gentieman  from  North 
OaroUna,  (Mr.  Bunoil)  It  seemed  that  the 
tabject  if  protecting  our  own  industry  could 
not  be  presented  in  anj  form,  but  there  must 
be  aa  attempt  to  alarm  the  House,  and  the  flag 
of  disunion  must  be  unfolded  to  their  view. 
He  trusted  that  gentlemen  would  be  permitted 
to  decide  questiona  in  that  House,  furlj  and 
deliberately,  and  tliat  addresses  to  their  fears 
would  not  thus  be  indulged  in.  After  the 
remarka  which  bad  fallen  from  the  friends  of 
the  proteotang  system,  be  waa  diq>oeed  to  with- 
draw the  motion  he  had  made,  but  he  trasted 
that,  aa  mnob  bad  been  said  of  the  severe  dia- 
tnaa  experienoed  at  the  Sooth,  the  Honae  would 
reoeiTe  on  that  rabjeet  not  merely  auctions 
4Uid  deolamations,  but  facts  also.  He  should 
withdraw  bia  amendment,  but  he  wished  the 
gentleman  frmn  North  OaroUna  to  uoderBtand 
uiat  it  was  not  from  any  regard  to  the  langoage 
of  menace. 

Mr.  Bbakoh  rose  in  explanation,  and  dis- 
avowed all  such  feelings  aa  would  have  led  him 
to  language  of  menace.  He  bad  sjxiken  under 
the  embarrassment  incidental  to  bis  situation, 
and  might  not  have  been  aa  explicit  aa  he 
desired  to  be.  Far  from  any  desire  to  menace 
gentiemen,  be  bad  ^ed  at  calling  into  action 
only  their  geueroua  and  Just  feelings.  He  had 
endeaTOred  to  depiot  the  &tal  oonseqnenoea 
which  were  likely  to  result  fbom  a  persever- 
ance in  the  present  system.  There  was  nothing 
which  he  believed  more  firmly:  and  all  he 
desired  waa,  that  the  gentieman  uioald  look  at 
the  subject  in  all  its  Iwarinss,  and  meet  it  dis- 
passionately. He  was  fully  aware  whom  he 
addressed.  He  knew  that  be  was  speaking  to 
men  aa  independent  and  bonorable  iu  th^r  feel- 
ings as  any  at  the  South ;  men  who  were  not 
tol>e  influenced  by  any  appeal  to  their  fears, 
but  who  could  be  moved  only  by  calm  and 
diepasnon^  reasooiog. 

The  qoeation  being  thai  put,  the  memorial 
was  refirmd  to  the  Omamittee  of  Ways  and 
Ueaoi. 


Minimum  Dutiea. 

The  House  resnmed  the  considwatiixi  of  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Bottldih  od  the  STth 
December  alt. ;  when 

Mr.  Niraxoua  besged  leave  to  modify  tiie 
muidraent  propMeoTby  him  on  Satniday,  flie 
Slst  inatant,  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  SnwAxr  on  the  same  di^  to  tne  sdd  reso- 
Intionf  so  aa  that  hia  stid  amendment  read  aifiil- 
lowa: 

"  And,  also,  whether  tbe  prieea  of  articles  aot 
protected  in  ibis  country  hare  not  fallen  io  ta 
equal  or  greater  ntio;  whether  the  protected 
arUclea  luve  not  Ulen  in  price  !n  Earope  in  la 
equal  or  greater  ratio  tlian  in  this  country  vitUa 
tM  aame  period;  and  wliat  Uiey  ndgbt  aow  be 
pvrehaaed  for,  if  tlie  tarilf  were  repeated." 

Tbe  previous  qoestim  having  been  demanded 
and  seconded  on  Satnitl^  1^  it  was  accord- 
ingly put,  viz :  "  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  putt "  and  paased  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
111,  nays  T8— thereby  ontlittg  off  the  pea^ng 
amendments 

The  main  qoestlmi  was  tbu  aooordiogly  pat, 
via:  "  WiQ  t&e  House  agree  to  tbe  said  resolo- 
tionf"  which,  as  Mneoded,  is  asfidlows: 

"SemUv«dy  That  the  Comnfttee  ea  Munftelares 
be  instnioted  to  Inquire  into,  and  report  to  tlw 
Hoose,  Of  they  possess  the  infomwtioD,)  tbe  pne- 
tical  effect  of  the  rereoue  laws  upon  the  commerce, 
agriculture,  and  manufactures  of  ttus  eoontr;, 
detisnatiDg  tbe  manner  in  wlucb  tbe  sum  npoa 
wliiclt  the  dntiea  are  assessed  is  made  op ;  and,  uao, 
the  perceatage  aiseased  upon  goods  subject  to  tbe 
square  yard  duty,  and  whether  uiy  goods  are  pro- 
hibited by  the  amount  of  dodes;  also,  whMher 
frauds  are  not  perpetrated  in  tbe  imporutiia  oT 
goods,  and  the  rereauo  thereby  reduced,  tad  bow 
such  frauds  may  be  suppressed ;  also,  whether  the 
statute  nine  of  the  pound  steriing  ought  not  to  be 
so  modified  as  to  etmform  to  the  actum!  value  in  tbe 
United  States;  and  to  aoeoupany  thrfr  npon,if 
tbey  shall  asake  one,  by  tbe  e^deoee  iqMiB  wUA 
it  shall  be  predicated." 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  137— 
nays  59. 


TnanxT,  Janiuu7  S4. 

CohnitcUion  o/JF^  Slacit. 

Tbe  following  resolntioD,  moved  some  tine 
since  by  Mr.  .^nifib,  ogf  Maxyland,  came  q> 

for  ocmrideration : 

Itetolved^  That  a  committee  be  apptmrted  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mskhig  an  ■pprO' 
priatioa  for  the  purpose  of  removing  fitpm  tke 
United  States,  and  ber  teiritoiiee,  the  free  pe«>pk 
of  color,  and  c<donldng  them  on  the  esaat  of  Miatt 
or  elsewhere. 

Mr.  TBOtiFBOir,  <rf  Georgia,  inquired  of  fb» 
Ohair  whether  it  would  be  in  order  to  more 
the  qneaUon  whetlier  the  Honae  wonld  onuddcr 
tlie  resolatitm. 

The  Srxam  x^ylng  in  the  negattvt^ 
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Hr..  Alexander,  of  Virgii^  moved  to  lay 
the  reioladini  on  the  table ;  bat  withdrew  his 
motioa  for  a  moment  at  the  request  of 

Ur.  EvEEBiT,  ot  HassBchnaetts,  who  stated 
that  the  mover  of  the  resolution  had  consented 
to  its  postpoQemeQt  on  Moaday  last,  at  the  re- 
quest uf  two  gentlemen  who  wished  time  to 
look  into  the  snbjeot ;  and  he  asked  whether  it 
was  proper,  uioer  snch  dronmstaooes,  to  laj 
it  on  the  table. 

ICr.  Alexandeb  renewing  his  motion, 

Ifr.  Thompsoh,  of  Qeoi^ia,  demanded  that 
the  qaestion  be  taken  by  yeaa  and  nays; 
-which  was  ordered,  and  resulted  as  follovfr— 
yeas  71,  nays  104. 

Mr.  Jeniteb  said  tb&L  when  the  resolatiou 
had  been  submitted  a  few  days  nnoe,  and  a 
motion  made  by  a  gendeman  from  NorUi  Caro- 
lina to  postpone  it  for  a  week,  he  had  nnder- 
stood  that  the  ol^eet  was  to  have  it  at  tibat 
timo  eoondered  by  the  Honse,  more  especially 
as  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  b^  wished  the 
postpon^ent  bad  expressed  his  intention  to 
move  a  sabstitnte  for  an  amendment  Mr.  J. 
regretted,  now,  that  it  had  not  gone  to  a  com- 
mittee at  that  time,  who  wocld  have  preseoted 
the  House  with  their  views  on  the  sabject,  and 
a  statement  of  the  fiicts  in  r^erence  to  it  He 
was  aware  that  this,  was  not  the  proper  time 
to  go,  on  a  mere  motion  of  reference,  either 
into  the  oonstitational  qaestion  or  the  qaestion 
of  expe^ent^j  to  wldou  the  resolatiott  would 
naturally  Irad.  The  resolntion  ukeA  tor  a 
mere  inqairy  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriatjon  of  money  for  the  colonization  of 
the  free  people  of  color.  When  gentlemen 
looked  aronnd,  and  saw  that  qaestion  agitated 
with  so  much  earnestness  and  anxiety,  not  only 
in  the  State  he  bad  the  honor,  in  part,  to  rep- 
resent, bat  in  an  a^oining  State,  which,  next 
to  Maryland,  had  the  deepest  stake  in  the  ques- 
tion ;  when  they  observed  that  it  was  openly 
discussed  in  all  its  latitude  in  the  Lesialatores 
of  both  those  Statea,  it  re^y  seemed  to  him 
singidar  that  any  gentleman  ahoold  be  afriUd 
of  having  it  discussed  id  that  Hall,  it  was 
equally  strange,  whether  gentlemen  came  from 
slavelwl^iw  or  from  non-daveholding  States. 
Had  it  notheen  admitted  in  the  Legislatures  of 
the  States  that  the  presence  of  the  free  colored 
population  was  a  ^reat  evil  t  And  ought  gen- 
tlemen to  be  afraid  of  investigating  the  means 
of  being  relieved  from  it!  And  how  could 
gentlemen  who  came  from  non-alaveholding 
States,  while  they  constantly  maintained  that 
the  condition  of  the  whole  black  popalation 
oDght  to  be  mitigated,  consistently  refuse  even 
the  inqairy  how  such  a  result  might  be  effect- 
ed  ?  In  looking  at  the  coostitution,  a  clause 
was  found  in  tlw  very  preamble  to  that  instru- 
ment, whioh  seemed  to  show  that  its  framers 
had  cait  an  eye  of  paternal  solicitude  towards 
A  state  of  tilings  like  the  present 

One  of  the  objects  of  our  National  Union 
was  declared  to  be  "  the  promotion  of  domes- 
tic tranquillity."   Let  him  aak  whether  sndi  a 


[H.  or  R. 

clause  did  not  come  home  to  the  subject  of  the 
resolution.  What  was  the  present  situation  of 
Maryland  in  relatim  to  this  subject!  He 
woiud  speak  of  his  own  State,  beowise  he  was 
most  conversant  with  its  oon^on.  Mr.  J. 
here  referred  to  the  numerous  public  meetings 
in  various  parts  of  that  State,  and  to  one  espe- 
cially held  within  his  own  district,  at  which 
certain  resolutions  had  been  adopted,  which  he 
read  to  the  House.  A  resolution  had  also  been 
introduced  into  the  Maiylaud  Senate,  recom- 
mending an  appropriation  by  Congress  for  col- 
onizing the  free  colored  population ;  and  that, 
if  this  should  be  deemed  by  Congress  ancoosU- 
tutional,  then  the  previoaa  steps  would  be  taken 
to  get  the  constitution  so  amended  as  to  permit 
it.  Under  t^oumstanoes  like  these,  ought  a  res- 
olution, such  as  that  he  bad  had  the  honor  to 
inesen^  to  be  reftised  even  a  oonriderationi 
He  believed  it  accorded  not  onl^  with  the  feel- 
ing ensting  in  Maryland,  but  in  :b11  the  other 
slaveholding  States.  If  gentiemen  had  doubts 
on  the  constitutional  question,  or  the  qaestion  of 
expediency,  why  refuse  to  submit  the  subject 
to  the  consideration  of  a  committee  ?  Was  this 
a  qaestion  Congress  ought  to  refuse  to  exam- 
ine ?  or  was  this  the  time  at  which  its  consid- 
eration ought  to  be  refused !  If  gentiemen  of 
philanthropic  sentiments  and  views  ever  in- 
tended to  press  the  subject,  he  could  say  to 
them  emphatically,  "Now  is  the  accepted 
time."  The  anxieties  of  lodety  wwe  roused 
to  the  sabject  lb-.  J.  said  he  was  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  slaveholding  State,  and  was,  ia 
addition,  himself  a  slave  owner.  He  had  no 
fears  as  to  the  effect  of  stirring  such  a  question, 
either  on  the  safety  of  the  Union,  or  of  the 
slaveholding  States ;  and  both  the  free  and  the 
slave  population  were  alike  interested  in  tiie 
result  The  effect  of  such  a  measure,  if  re- 
solved on,  would  be  beneficial  to  the  slave; 
inasmuch  as  it  was  the  presence  and  vicinity  of 
this  free  colored  population,  which  rendered  it 
necessary  to  draw  closer  the  bands  of  disdpline 
over  him.  Woold  not  gentlemen  wilUnm  be 
freed  from  sndi  an  evil  t  It  was  admitted  on 
til  hands  that  free  Uaoks  in  the  slave  States 
were  and  must  be  among  the  most  debased 
and  wicked  of  the  human  race.  They  possessed 
no  place  which  they  could  call  their  home. 
The  law,  indeed,  recognized  them  as  free  per- 
sona; but  were  they  so  in  fact  and  in  truth! 
What  had  they  in  oommon  with  freemen  be- 
sides mere  existence!  Did  it  not  l>ecome 
American  statesmen  to  take  measures  for  the 
amelioration  of  their  condition !  The  evil  was 
one  of  the  greatest  as  well  to  themselves  as  to 
others,  which  conld  exist  in  any  commanity ; 
and  it  oof^t,  if  practicable,  to  be  removed. 

Mr.  OoKE,  of  Virginia,  said  tha^  on  hearing 
the  resolution  read,  he  pero^ved  its  tendency 
went  fhrther  than  he  had  supposed  when  It  hao 
first  been  introduced,  and  he  could  not  but  say 
tiu^  he  considered  its  introduction  into  tm 
House  as  a  great  evil.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man who  had  moved  it  mi^t  be  Juatmed  m 
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foro  etynMcxtntia,  htTing  probabl;'  been  urged 
on  by  the  excitement  ensung  in  his  own  State, 
and  knowing  no  means  to  allay  it  bnt  the 
conrae  he  had  panned.  Thongh  he  felt  in- 
clined to  aoqnit  the  gratleman  from  that  sin 
(for  he  coald  apply  no  lighter  term)  of  Intro- 
dnoing  sach  a  qnestion  at  snch  a  time,  yet  there 
were  many  oonsiderations  which  oaght  to  have 
ted  him  to  a  different  course.  The  gentleman 
had  ai^ed  the  constitutional  qnesticm  confess- 
edly involred  in  the  proposed  measure,  but 
bad  not  toaobed  the  queenon  of  expediency, 
nor  indeed  said  ft  atn^^  wivd  m  the  real  sub- 
ject the  resdution.  Hie  gaiUemui  might 
take  his  oh(^ce.Df  oilier  qneatikm;  he  me 
ready  to  meet  the  diwasslon  wbeoeter  the  gen- 
tleman should  choose  to  enter  upon  it. 

As  to  the  oonstitotioDal  qneetitm,  did  not 
everybody  see  that  this  GoTemment  possessed 
already  more  powers  tlian  it  ever  ought  to  have 
had  f  Was  this  a  period  for  claiming  to  It  yet 
more  t  A  corps  of  topognqihical  engineers  had 
been  appointed  to  march  in  advaooe  of  oar 
armies  in  time  of  war ;  and  that  authority  had 
been  perverted  in  a  manner  to  prtmote  the 
porpoees  of  gentlemen  fovoraUe  to  tiie  loheme 
of  internal  improTement  Wu  that  all  t  Bid 
not  the  grasp  of  the  Govenimnit  extend  itadf 
in  every  direction  t  Was  it  not  oontended  that, 
under  the  clause  which  gave  Congress  power 
to  regulate  commerce,  Congress  might  do  al- 
most whatever  it  pleased  to  assume  to  be  ex- 
pedient f  He  asked,  in  the  aame  of  humanity, 
what  right  was  possessed  by  Uiat  Hoose  to 
tear  the  free  colored  people  from  their  rela- 
tives, and  all  the  ties  which  bound  them  to 
their  remdenoe,  and  locate  them  in  a  land  alien 
to  all  tbwr  feelings  and  affections?  Was  it 
humanity  which  led  the  steps  of  gentlemen  in 
•□bjeoting  to  certain  punishment,  and  even  to 
death  itsd^  these  very  people  t 

Bnt  the  gaiUeman  ftom  Maryland  had  asked 
whether  Oongress  did  not  possess  the  pewer  to 
snake  audi  an  appropriation ;  and  he  had  look- 
ed for  an  answer  Into  the  preamUe  of  the 
otmatitutirai — ^that  sacred  instrument,  whose 
provisions  he  desired  neither  to  diminish  nor 
enlarge ;  and  there  the  gentleman  had  discov- 
ered that  one  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  bad 
been  framed  was  "  to  ensure  domesUo  tran- 
quillity." liie  gentleman  might  as  well  have 
inferred  from  that  clause  that  Congress  had 
power  to  interfere  with  the  miantest  regula- 
tions of  the  polioe  of  the  States  on  the  aaq}eot 

the  transpNiatitm  <tf  oommodUdea,  as  tliat  it 
poweseed  the  power  to  trannort  the  free  peo- 
ple of  color  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.  But  the  gentleman  deMred  that  the 
constitutional  question  shouid  be  deferred  until 
the  House  should  have  heard  the  report  of  a 
committee:  well,  he  was  willing  to  wait  till 
then:  but  if  the  gentleman  was  dlsiKised  to 
argue  the  question  at  this  time,  be  wonld  find 
a  sufficient  number  of  gentlemen  on  that  floor 
•hnoduitly  prepared  to  argue  that  qnestion 
withsnooess.  llie  gentleman  bad  been  induced 


[JjuntABT,  18SS. 

to  move  bis  restdntimi  by  motives  of  humanitj: 
but  wonld  not  humanity  have  pointed  oat  Ecme 
place  to  which  those  poor  wandering  Jews  vera 
to  be  sent?  The  only  designaticm  of  their  uj- 
Inm,  expressed  in  tiie  re9olutic»i,  was  Afriet, 
or  cdsewhere."  Great  God  I  exdaimed  Mr.  0., 
are  the  terrors  which  prevail  on  this  salject 
so  wild  that  we  most  get  rid  of  our  free  blacks 
at  all  cost  and  all  hazard,  l>oth  to  than  and  to 
ourselves  f  Are  gentlemen  so  completely  under 
the  domiuion  of  nervous  fears  f  1  tell  gentle- 
men that  their  fear  is  a  mistaken  mm.  And  I 
appeal  to  the  hiatoty  of  my  own  State  in  proof 
that  tiiere  never  has  been  one  period  in  bsr 
past  experience  at  which  she  had  any  thiiur  to 
fear  from  her  free  black  population,  and  no 
mora  from  her  slaves.  Fot  all  aeqeabtsnee 
with  the  goteral  subject,  Mr.  0.  possessed  the 
same  advantages  as  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land ;  he  was  the  representative  <rf  a  slavehoM- 
ing  State,  and  himself  the  owner  of  dsves; 
and  he  slept  with  as  much  security  in  the  midst 
of  the  ^aves  on  his  plantation,  as  if  he  bad 
been  himself  a  puffing  director  of  a  certain  so- 
ciety. All  that  was  needed  to  ensure  the  safety 
of  a  slave  owner,  was  kindnesa  and  preptf  dis- 
(^[dine.  He  conid  assnre  gendemea  tut  the 
slave,  however  low  his  oonmtion,  was  not  dead 
to  the  sentiment  gratitude.  Thgntia  had 
been  settled  fiw  two  centmiea,  and  how  many 
insnrreotioos  had  sbe  witnenedt  One  fai 
Southampton ;  and  that  orinnated,  carried  on, 
and  terminated  by  the  death  of  a  rdiigicas  &- 
natio,  who,  with  all  his  efforts,  bad  been  aUe 
to  get  but  thirty  or  forty  followers.  They  had 
paid  on  the  gibbet  the  forfeit  of  their  mm& 
and  there  was  an  end  of  the  affair.  He  bad 
not  the  slightest  apprehension  of  witnesEoi^ 
another. 

The  Honse  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Vhole,  and  took  np  the 

Kr.  Watux,  of  Georgia,  took  the  floor  is 
support  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hdvbasss  (to 
substitute  forty-four  for  forty-eight,)  and  ooco- 
pied  it  nntil  a  late  honr;  when  be  gave  wsy 
for  a  motltm  to  rise. 


VsMimiiAT,  January  26. 

ICr.  HowATO,  <tf  Haiyland,  and  he  had  n 
amendment  which  he  nit  constnlned  to  offer, 
however  rdnetant  to  detun  the  oomndttee^  He 
then  moved  to  strike  out  the  8d,  and  insert  the 
6th  of  if  arch,  in  the  bill ;  the  effect  of  which 
amendment,  ^  adopted,  would  be  to  give  to  the 
several  States  at  the  next  Presidoitial  election 
the  weight  they  poesets  at  present,  wd  not 
that  to  which  they  will  be  entitled  nnds  the 
new  oensDS. 
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TkuBSDAT,  Jsnnary  26. 
JfportionmetU  SiU. 

Mr.  HowASD  Bud  ihaib,  befon  oaUing  the  at- 
tration  o(  the  oonuuittee  to  thtt  cl&ase  of  the 
ooDrtltatioii,  uDoa  the  true  ooostrnotion  oi  which 
the  deouion  of  the  preeeot  motion  depended, 
there  were  one  or  two  preliminary  remarks 
that  he  wished  to  make,  in  jostioe  to  himself^ 
and  to  the  point  he  had  brouffht  forward  for 
cooaideralion.  He  wished  to  disaTow,  in  the 
first  place,  any  anfrieadly  feeling  towards  those 
rapiiUy  increasing  Western  States  that  wonld 
be  cbieff  J  benefited  by  an  increased  number  of 
the  members  of  this  House,  and,  of  coarse, 
■hare  most  largelT  in  the  oorresponding  in- 
crease of  electoral  Totea  tw-  Premdent  whitdi 
the  bill,  in  its  imsent  shape,  wonld  give  them. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  refer  to  the  votes 
wiiioh  he  had  ^ven  ever  since  he  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  body,  to  manifest  tiie 
interest  whidk  he  took  in  thmr  prosperity,  and 
bis  wiUiagness  to  promote  it  upon  every  occa- 
sion. The  people  of  those  BUtea  were  iden- 
tical with  the  people  of  the  Atlantic  border ; 
and  whatever  might  be  the  state  of  feeling  at 
some  far  distant  day,  it  was  not  to  be  soppoeed 
that  eaj  other  than  a  common  feeling  oi  affec- 
tion and  interest  would  prevul  when  the  orig- 
inal emigrants  who  settled  that  country  hu 
not  7et  passed  away.  Looking  forwuu  to  s 
fltalL  clow  oonneotiott  than  even  now  preraitod, 
the  inhabitants  on  this  side  of  the  mountains 
were  poshing  forward  works  of  improve- 
ment in  every  directicm,  to  act  hereafter 
as  additional  ligaments  to  bind  together  in 
tighter  bonds  of  anion  these  sections  of  our 
common  ooantry.  In  maintaining,  therefore, 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  State  which  he 
bad  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  and  which 
ahe  possessed  in  ctHnmon  with  other  States: 
in  resisting  a  species  of  legislation  which  wonld 
pnt  these  onr  children  into  possession  of  the 
ri^ta  of  their  ancestors,  whi<ui  they  wonld  re- 
ceive by  inheritance  in  the  ordinary  oourse 
at  tlun^  bnt  whioh  they  ooght  not  to  claim 
whilst  that  wioestor  is  alive  and  vigoroos,  he 
trusted  that  no  one  would  accuse  him  of  a  de- 
sire  to  retard  the  advancement  of  those  inter- 
esting and  growing  communities.  He  disoldm- 
ed  every  feeling  of  the  kind. 

What,  then,  is  the  question  that  presents 
itself?  The  second  section  of  the  second  arti- 
cle of  the  constitution  sajs :  "  Each  State  shall 
appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislatore 
thereof  may  direct,  a  namber  of  electors^equal 
to  the  whcde  nnmber  of  Senators  and  Bepre- 
Bentativea  to  which  the  State  mi^  be  entlUed 
in  the  Oongreas." 

What  kind  of  title  is  here  meant?  The  bill 
proposed  is  to  go  into  effect  on  the  Sd  of  Uarch, 
1888,  and  the  appointment  of  electors  is  to  be 
made  in  the  fall  of  1883.  The  act  of  1792  de- 
clares that  the  number  to  be  ^pointed  shall  be 
that  to  whioh  the  State  sliall  be  entitled  on  the 
di^  when  the  Preddeu^  so  to  be  elected,  shall  go 
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into  <^u)a,  viz.  4th  March.  This  bill,  then  be^ 
eog^ng  operative  on  the  8d  March,  will  have 
been  ue  law  for  (Hie  day,  and  thus  the  act  (rf 
1792  requires  the  adoption  of  the  numbers  to 
which  the  States  shall  have  been  entiUed  for 
that  one  d^.  It  is  somewhat  singular,  that 
although  tlids  bill  is  not  to  commence  ite  bind- 
ing force  until  the  8d  March^  1838,  yet,  unless 
the  amendment  be  adopted,  it  is  called  into  a 
premature  existence  b;  virtue  of  an  old  act, 
and  oompeUed  to  antedate  itself  nearly  six 
months,  and  to  become  effective  lon^  before 
the  period  assigned  by  the  House  for  its  com- 
menoement.  The  States  will  tiave,  dnring  next 
fall,  two  titles  to  r^reBontation,  one  in  pos- 
seauon,  and  the  other  in  nrermm.  Vhich 
one  ot  these  does  the  owiBtituti<ai  contemplate  ? 
That  of  whioh  ahe  is  in  the  fiill,  peaceable,  and 
indisputable  enjoyment,  or  that  which  is  con- 
tingent and  liaue  to  be  changed  at  the  second 
sesuon  of  this  very^  Oongress  t  It  seems  to  me 
tiiat  the  only  intelligible  guide  is,  for  the  State 
to  look  to  the  representation  that  she  has  at 
the  time  when  she  makes  the  appointment. 
Maryland,  for  example,  has  now  nine  members 
of  this  House,  and  will  ooutioue  to  have  forfour^ 
teen  months  to  oome ;  but  if  the  ratio  of  forty- 
eight  thoosand  be  edofited,  of  which  the  vote 
(H  yesterday  seems  dectdve,  she  will,-^  a  fa- 
tore  dv,  be  entitled  oaiT  to  dght  Is  it  a  suf- 
ficient answer  to  her  cilum  to  nine  votes  in  the 
electoral  college  for  her  representation  here,  to 
aay,  that  becuise  at  some  remoto  period  she 
shall  be  curtailed  to  eight,  therefore  she  shall 
not  eiyoy  the  influence  which  nine  would  give 
her  op  to  Uie  arrival  of  that  distant  &yl 
Should  a  voter  present  himself  at  the  polls  to 
vote  for  a  member  of  this  House,  who  was  UI 
of  a  mortal  disease,  would  it  be  sufficient  to  tell 
him  that  he  would  be  dead  before  the  member 
elected  could  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  th«^ore  he  oooki  not  vote  ?  or,  taking  the 
case  of  those  States  who  are  to  gidn  in  the  rep- 
resentation, wonld  it  be  suffident  to  si^  to  aa 
inhabitant  of  Vi^nia,  (whwe,  I  believe,  tiiey 
still  reqoire  a  fireuidd  qualification,)  who  pre- 
sented himself  aX  the  polls  with  a  deed  in  his 
hand,  whioh  a  friend  had  prwoised  to  execoto 
at  a  fiitnre  day,  that  his  nght  of  aofihige  woa 
perfect  t  No,  air,  yon  can  only  look  to  the  sit- 
uation of  tiie  voter  at  the  time  when  he  gives 
his  vote ;  and  in  the  election  of  a  President  of 
this  nation,  the  States,  acting  for  their  people, 
and  through  their  colleges,  are  so  many  voters. 
What  a  smgular  spectacle  will  be  presented 
when  the  representatives  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  Maryland,  and  Virginia, 
duUl  be  called  nptm  to  witaesB  the  oountii^  of 
the  deotoral  votes  I  They  will  aee  an  opera- 
tion in  pi^tical  aui^wy  performed  by  the  sev- 
eranoe  of  a  limb  ftx»a  each  of  those  States,  and 
by  means  of  some  powerful  cerate  the  limb  will 
be  reotwed  to  ite  place  on  the  next  day,  and 
those  very  Stetes  walk  into  the  Hall  in  full 
proportions,  to  exercise  their  legislative  func- 
ticnu.  By  what  authoci^  do  we  legisUto  a 
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diiltemioe  between  &e  weigbt  of  a  State  in  the 
•zeootive  and  lesfslative  branches  ot  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Union  ?  Is  not  the  former  aa 
dear  to  her  aa  the  latter  ?  EiUier  the  nnmber 
of  members  open  this  floor  mnst  be  iDstantl)' 
onrtailed,  or  the  nnmber  of  electoral  votes  cor- 
respond with  thoee  members,  or  there  most  be 
a  difference  between  the  infloenoe  of  a  State  in 
the  ezeoative  and  le^ative  branches.  I  deny 
that  anjr  sach  difference  exists — I  den;  that 
may  State  In  this  Union  is  more  willing  to  part 
with  her  constltntional  control  over  the  one 
than  over  the  other.  What  is  the  reason  (^ven 
for  the  proposed  le^dation  ?  It  is,  that  the 
FrerideDt  wUl  omne  into  power  with  a  Con- 
mas  elected  npon  the  new  apportionment,  and, 
uerefore,  he  ongfat  to  be  so  elected,  also.  This 
might  have  been  a  good  reason  for  making  the 
oonstitnUon  different  from  what  it  is,  but  it  is 
not  snfBcient  to  divest  a  State  of  the  right 
which  she  has  acquired  by  compromise  in  the 
oonfederacj.  I  contend  ^at  her  representa- 
tion, in  all  its  branches,  most  exist  until 
changed  bj  a  new  apportionment.  It  is  a  sao- 
oession  of  (to  use  a  word  coined  either  for  or 
hy  this  HooBe)  political  minimums;  the  duty 
remains  np  to  a  certain  point,  and  thai  cbanffea 
at  once.  Aa  long  aa  her  power  remans,  uie 
lias  a  rii^t  to  exercise  it ;  and  if  the  adeedon 
of  the  rndlvidoal  who  is  to  occupy  the  Flreai- 
dential  cbidr  may  poaaibly  be  detomioed  by 
the  admiasion  or  njiwtion  of  the  right  now  in 
qnestion,  how  can  it  more  deeply  affect  the  in- 
terests of  the  nation  than  laws  which  may  be 
enacted  to  last  for  half  a  century  1  Uaryland 
haa  now  eleven  votes  ont  of  two  handred  and 
sixty-one ;  you  propose  to  allow  her  ten  out  of 
two  hunmred  and  eighty-five,  becanse  the  effect 
of  her  vote  is  to  be  felt  for  foar  yeara,  and  yet 

ion  continue,  after  such  curtailment,  to  allow 
er  nine  votea  in  this  House  upon  the  passage 
of  laws.  Snppoae,  fw  example,  (and  I  am 
almost  afraid  to  nae  an  iUnatratioik  whidi  may 
poeubly,  but  which  I  hoM  will  not  be  misun- 
mstood,)  that  after  you  had  witnesaed  hw  tea 
TOtee  counted  before  too,  rednoed  to  ten,  be- 
cause the  influence  of  the  vote  was  to  com- 
mence in  two  months  thereafter,  and  be  con- 
tinned  for  four  years,  it  should  so  lumpen  that 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
should  be  renewed  for  flCteeo  years,  and  be  car- 
ried by  that  very  one  vote  which  yon  had  pre- 
viously rejected:  would  not  this  demonstrate 
the  utter  inconsistenoy  of  your  legislation,  in 
denying  her  fur  proportion  in  one  branch  of 
the  Government,  while  yon  suffer  it  to  remain 
entire  in  the  other?  I  nae  the  case  for  illustra- 
tion merely. 

Mr.  Crawford^  ol  Pennsylvania,  s^d :  That 
proposition  is,  in  my  Judgment  so  exception- 
able as  to  justify,  if  not  to  call  for,  some  ex- 
pression of  my  dissent  from  it  I  am  sure  noth- 
ing is  further  from  his  sentiments— nothing 
was  more  distant  from  his  tbooghts  or  inten- 
tions ;  for  there  is  no  man  in  this  House  or  out 
of  it,  in  whose  patriotism  or  purity  I  have 
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more  entire  oonfldenoe;  and  if  ivoof  of  dUiar 
were  wanting,  the  &ct  that,  if  it  should  be 
adopted,  his  amendment  would  operate  *g^'"Tt 
his  political  friends,  fbmishes  it  Bnt  my  hon- 
orable fiiend  will,  I  trust,  jpardon  me  wbea  I 
say  that  his  propoattion  strikes  me  as  being  at 
war  with  the  very  fonndatitm  principles  of  oar 
institations,  and  is  one  that  1  am  persuaded 
this  Hoose  cannot  affirm  without  doing  viulMwe 
to  the  CJonstitntion  of  the  United  Statea. 

The  first  stone  laid  in  yonr  political  edifice  is 
popular  sovereignty — that  esich  citizen  liaUe 
to  be  operated  upon  in  his  interests  or  peraon 
by  your  l^islanve  or  executive  offioera,  shall, 
soqect  to  such  State  regulaticm  aa  maj  exist, 
have  a  Toic&  mediately  or  directly,  in  vneSr  ae- 
lectioD.  Who  chooses  the  Premdrat  of  the 
United  States!  The  people  of  the  United 
States.  I  would  ask  then  if  the  choice  of  a 
Ohief  Ua^strate  shall  be  effected  according  to 
the  apportionment  under  the  oensns  of  1830,  if 
his  election  will  not  have  been  virtually  the  act 
of  something  less  than  nine  millions  of  federal 

ftopolation,  instead  of  that  of  the  twelve  mil- 
ions  or  thereabonta  who  have  been  lately  as- 
certained to  be  in  the  United  Statea,  and  who 
have  now  a  right  to  participate  in  the  ezerciae 
of  this  the  highest  of  all  civil  lij^itaL  Nor  ia 
tlua,  perhi^M,  althouf^  bad,  the  wwat  featora 
in  this  amwdment;  for,  while  its  opermtioa 
will  be  reetriotive,  it  wUl  be  moat  unequ^ ; 
while  it  retaina  to  one — to  several  States,  four 
X  believe,  a  vote  more  respectively  than  thej 
can  soon  claim,  it  will  deprive  otiiers^  no  fewer 
tluuD  eleven,  of  not  less  than  twenty-eight  votes. 
Suppose  we  take  48,000  aa  the  standard  num- 
ber— I  take  it  becanse  it  ia  moat  likdly  to  be 
fixed  on  here ;  but  whether  or  not,  it  will  an- 
swer my  present  purpose:  New  Hampehir& 
Massachosetts,  Uazyhuid,  and  Virginia  will 
each  lose  a  vote.  Now,  sir,  I  admit  tiiia  ia  to 
be  regretted.  I  am  aa  unwilling  aa  any  gentle- 
man to  do  them  an  unkind  aot,  atiU  mora  a 
seeming  wrong;  but  I  nerar  can  consent  to 
preserve  the  pcditioal  w«^t  tbay  have  hith- 
erto enjoyed  at  tiie  expenae  of  otiier  Stata&. 
Look  at  it,  ^ :  to  retain  these  four  votea  wlueh 
the  honorable  gentieman  from  Maryland  pro- 
poses,  by  postponing  the  operation  of  the  new 
apportionment  to  the  6th  day  of  March,  1833 ; 
what  must  you  saOTifice  t  One  vote  in  Haine^ 
five  in  New  York,  two  in  Pennsylvania,  one 
in  Georgia^  four  in  Tenneaaee,  five  in  Ohio, 
four  in  Indiana,  one  in  Uisnssippi,  two  in  Illi- 
noia,  one  in  Missouri,  and  two  m  Alabama — 
twe^tf -eight  in  all  I  Sir,  with  all  my  grati- 
tude lor  New  England  daring  and  firmness  at 
the  birth  of  this  nation ;  with  all  my  eatoom 
for  her  public  and  private  morality ;  and  with 
all  my  respect  and  admiration  for  her  institu- 
ti(»iB,  political,  Bocial,  and  literary;  with  all 
my  kind  feeing  fw  Maryland,  the  a^jt^uiiiK 
neighbor  of  my  native  State,  her  Intereste  af 
moat  identical  with  ours,  and  the  intelligence 
and  enterprise  of  whose  citiiiens  are  deserving 
of  the  hi^eat  commendation ;  with  all  mjr 
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▼enerattOD  for  Virginia,  whioh,  differing  from 
her  disUngotahed  sons,  oa  we  do,  on  many  im- 
port&nt  qpesUons,  we  still  rememl>er  aa  the 

C"  9  of  Waahington'a,  and  at  Jefferson^s,  and  of 
iaon'a,  and  m  Monroe's  nativitj,  and  that  of 
their  aoooesaors  who  now  vorthilr  fill  their 
places  here,  and  as  the  soil  oat  of  which  spring 
■ome  of  liw  mott  valued  prinoiplesof  free  Oot- 
coninfintt  I  cuiuot  oonsent  to  the  saorifioe.  The 
entire  pc^mlatioii  of  theae  United  States  are 
the  elednns  of  onr  Odei  Ibf^strate ;  it  is  im- 
posdble  joa  can  preserve  the  spirit  of  onr  insti- 
tutitms  withoot  legislating  so  as  to  enable  them 
to  proceed  to  the  choice,  yfhat,  air,  to  retain 
to  foor  States  not  a  twdfth  part  of  their  repre- 
aentation  in  the  electoral  collc^^  jon  woald 
take  fiiom  eleven  others  more  than  a  fifth  of 
what  properly,  and  oonstitntlonallj  belongs  to 
them — never  I 

ICr.  Ebbs,  of  Karyland,  went  into  a  consti- 
tutional argnment  to  show  that  the  exerdse  of 
the  co-ordinate  powers  of  the  enontive  and 
legislative  departments  of  the  Government 
were  derigned  to  eonunenoe  dmnltaneonsly, 
auid  Aat  the  moment  ai^  ouuns  or  actaal 
ennmeradon  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
^reeaUf  to  the  federal  iuiml>era,  was  perfected 
aadOT  an  act  of  Oongrem  passed  for  that  por- 
poee,  the  relative  power  and  right  of  represen- 
tation ^  the  Statai  at  onoe  arose,  and  adhered 
to  them  by  force  of  the  constitution  itself,  and 
ooold  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished.  Sir, 
aaid  Ur.  K.,  this  constitution  was  the  result  of 
great  and  anxious  deliberation — attended  with 
vast  doubts  and  difficulties — uid  it  was  era- 
phatiddly  a  comprondse ;  and  the  batia  of  that 
eompromise  waa  the  a^iutment  of  this  very 
point  of  the  relative  vM^^t  of  the  States  in- 
dnded  within  this  Ui^n,  an-eeably  to  the  fed- 
eral enameration  preeont)ed.  In  the  second 
section  of  tbe  fiM  artide  of  the  constitntion,  it 
is  declared  that  representatives  shall  be  ap- 
pointed among  the  several  States  according  to 
their  respective  nmnbers,  to  lie  estimated  from 
particnlar  deswiptions  of  persons;  and  this 
aotoal  ennmeration  is  imperatively  enjoined  to 
be  made  within  three  years  after  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  first  Oongress,  and  within  every  sub- 
sequent period  of  ten  years.  This  has  hap- 
pened, by  tiie  operation  of  the  first  apportion- 
ment act,  to  luf  upon  or  to  be  limited  to  the 
8d  day  of  Uareh  of  every  teiUhyear,  from  the 
8d  day  (tf  March,  1TB8 ;  so  Mr.  K.  insisted  that, 
after  the  actual  ennmeration  has  been  made 
agreeably  to  a  law  of  Oongress  passed  for  the 
purpose,  the  States  were  entitied  to  have  re- 
spectively represeotativee  in  Congress  propor- 
tionate to  their  federal  nambera,  so  ascert^ed. 
YoQ  may  assume  what  ratio  yon  please,  said 
Mr.  K.,  but  your  apportionment  must  be  ac- 
cording to  the  respective  numbers  which  the 
States  tlien  have.  Yon  cannot,  ur,  post^ne 
the  operation  of  this  constitutional  provision ; 
and  as  it  is  expressly  also  provided  that  each 
State  shall  appoint  as  many  electon  of  Pred- 
doLt  and  Yioe  PMident  aa  ahall  beeqoal  to 
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the  whole  number  of  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives to  which  she  is  entitled,  the  relative 
weight  of  the  States,  in  the  next  election  of  a 
Frmdent,  is  equally  and  as  unchangeably  fixed 
by  this  actual  ennmeratioD.  Thus,  Mr.  K.  con- 
tended, the  constitution  itself  clearly  establish- 
ed the  point,  independently  of  the  contempo- 
rary eonstmction  which  hod  been  given  to  it 
by  the  act  of  referred  to  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  and  to  which  Mr.  K's 
own  attrition  bad  been  drawn  on  the  preced- 
ing evening.  By  this  construction,  he  aud,  the 
deigned  harmony  of  the  system  was  preserved, 
whilst  two  of  the  great  co-ordinate  powers  of 
the  Government  would  be  always  simultaneous- 
ly set  in  motion.  He  stood,  he  sud,  for  his 
construction,  upon  the  languid  of  the  consti- 
tution itsel£  though  it  was  doubtless  confirmed 
in  his  mind  by  the  acts  of  those  distinguished 
men  who  were  in  the  Oongress  which  pa^ed  the 
law  of  1792,  some  of  whom  had  been  members 
of  the  convention,  and  by  the  nniform  course 
and  practice  of  the  Government,  as  traced  by 
the  gendnnan  fi^  Tennessee. 


Fbidat,  January  37. 
Colonkin^  Frm  BUuskt. 
The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Jxbt- 
iFBB,  came  up  for  consideration : 

Retolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  ao  appro- 
priatioa  for  the  purpose  of  removing  from  the 
tlnited  States,  and  her  territories,  the  free  people  of 
color,  and  colonizing  them  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
or  elsewhere. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Thomson,  of 
Ohio,  to  amend  the  aaid  resolution,  by  striking 
out  ail  after  the  word  "  Beaolved,"  uid  insert- 
ing the  following : 

"That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  one  member 
from  Moh  State,  be  i^^Kdnted  to  take  into  con- 
gideratioQ  tlie  constitutlonaUty  and  expecUenoy  of 
procuring  by  purchase  or  cearion  a  sidtable  qaan> 
tity  of  luid  on  tiiis  continent  or  some  other,  to  be 
appropriated  as  a  colony  and  an  asylum  for  all,  or 
such  of  the  free  people  of  color,  in  these  Sutes,  as 
may  choose  to  go ;  to  which  they  may  immediately 
or  gradually  be  removed,  as  necessity  may  require 
or  circumstances  will  permtL  And  to  Inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  continiiing  the  present  or  some 
other  reasonable  rate  of  duties  on  imports,  for  a 
definite  term  of  years  after  the  existing  national 
debt  shidl  have  been  eztinmiahed,  to  constitute  a 
fond  for  the  payment  of  the  land  above  mentioned^ 
should  it  be  purcliased,  and  to  defray  the  expense 
of  the  remoral  to,  and  the  support  and  prMeotion 
of  that  nnfortonate  race  of  l>ei^ga  in  aaid  Ofrfony  for 
a  reaaonaUe  length  of  time ;  and  that  said  commit- 
tee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.** 

Mr.  Abchbb,  of  Virginia,  offered  an  amend- 
ments which  was  pronounced  oat  of  order,  bnt 
which  he  was  allowed  to  lay  on  the  table  and 
have  i^ted,  as  fallows : 

Raolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  Instructed 
to  Inqolre  into  the  expedUenoy  of  reoommendinff 
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for  ftdopUon  «n  unendment  to  the  CoDnitation  of 
the  Uidtwl  StatM,  bj  wUeh  CoognM  ihiU  ham 
power  to  appro prUta  tba  nrenue  Maniog  or  de- 
rivable from  the  prooeedi  of  the  Mlee  of  the  public 
lande,  io  aid  of  the  coostnictioQ  of  rach  woAe  of 
internal  ImproTemeot  m  majr  be  aathoriied,  com- 
menced, or  patronised  the  States,  reqKotiTely, 
wittiin  which  the  same  are  to  be  ezeeuted;  and 
ehaU,  In  Uke  naooer,  hare  power  to  appropriate 
the  Mine  fhnd  of  rerenoe  in  aid  of  the  renoral  of 
meh  portioH  of  the  colored  popnlation  of  Uie  States, 
ai  they  nay  reapectirel/  aak  aid  in  remoTing,  on 
aoeh  eoodilions,  and  to  anch  place,  aa  maj  be  mo- 
taaQr  agreed  on ;  for  wiiloh  porpoee  Congms  ahall 
be  aBthoriied  to  aeqoiie  the  territorj  it  maj  oon- 
lider  the  boat  adapted  to  the  obfect,  and  to  gorem 
■neh  territory  in  the  laaniier  In  whieh  the  Terri- 
toriM  of  the  United  Btatee  are  now  goremed,  for 
anch  time  as  the  occasion  for  which  it  shall  hare 
been  obtained  maj  require ;  after  which,  tlie  terri- 
tory shall  be  established  into  a  State,  which  shall 
be  declared,  or  into  scTeral  States,  which  shall  l>e 
BuecessiTCly  declared.  Independent  of  the  United 
States,  neither  of  which  States  shall,  in  any  erent, 
or  at  any  daw,  be  admitted  into  the  Vnioa  of  the 
United  States. 

Kr.  Thoufson,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  that  of  Mr.  Thomsoh,  of  Ohio,  sabsti- 
tating  the  Oommittee  oi  W»y»  waA  Meuu  for  a 
Select  Oommittee. 

Hr.  Boov  now  moved  tiukt  the  oontidention 
of  the  restdntion  be  poetponod  to  th«  fld  day  of 
DecembM-  aexL  (to  ^eot  it) 

The  Ohub  decided  the  motion  to  be  oat  of 
order. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  poetpone 
tiie  consideration  to  the  let  of  June  next,  and 
print  it. 

On  this  motion  Ur.  Jenipib  demanded  the 
yens  and  naya,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  Oh  A  IB  now  corrected  the  decision  in  re- 
lation to  Mr.  Boom's  motion  for  a  postpone- 
ment, to  ttie  2d  of  December,  and  received 
thatmotiML 

JCr.  OoKB,  of  Virginia,  aaid  he  sboold  vote 
for  the  motitn,  to  give  tune  fiv  oonridei^ 
aiioa. 

Ur,  Ifoson  advocated  the  reference  oi  Uie 
rolfjeot  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  warned  its 
exponents  tbat  they  would  not  get  rid  of  tiie 
qnestion  by  a  postponement,  as  It  would  oome 
up,  in  snbstanoe,  on  the  consideration  of  vari- 
ons  memorials  now  in  the  hands  of  difforent 
members,  and  ready  to  be  presented, 

Mr.  Olat  ni^^  the  propriety  of  wMtlng  for 
some  expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  slave- 
holding  States. 

Hr.  Book  said  his  olfjeot  had  been  to  get  rid 
of  an  nnneoeeaary  diaoamtm.  The  snl^jeot  was 
new ;  and  he  wiuied  to  learn  the  state  of  pub- 
lic opinion. 

Ur.  Oabsoh  thanked  Kr.  Boov  fiv  his  mo- 
tion, aa  going  to  avoid  a  sobjeot  oot  of  whieh 
no  good  wonid  grow,  ^ther  to  the  free  ocdored 
people  or  the  nation. 

Mr.  Mbbokb  scouted  the  idea  that  the  sab- 
Jeot  waa  new ;  and  refefxed  to  tin  actiw  of 


tlie  Legialatores  of  a  number  of  the  Statea  n7:g- 
ing  it  npon  the  attwition  of  Oongress. 

Mr.  THOMpeoir,  <^  Georgia,  aaid  the  general 
subject  had  l>een  a  hackneyed  one  in  aU  parte 
of  the  country ;  and,  theruTore,  no  gpod  oould 
oome  oX  diAMueing  it  in  Oongresa,  while  lunoh 
evil  wonld  be  the  consequence. 

Hr.  JsNiru  replied ;  urged  the  importance 
of  the  subject ;  asked  where  it  should  be  dis- 
onssed,  if  not  in  that  House.  He  (jnotod  a 
nnmlier  of  reeolutiona  from  different  Lc^sla- 
tures  on  the  subject,  and  referred  to  the  exi^ 
ing  state  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  proooaed  re- 
duction of  duties,  as  an  argument  agauut  poet- 
pfuemcot. 

Amjf  DardMt  Mont. 

The  HooM  took  im  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  lopl  repreeoitanvee  of  David  Dardin,  d»- 
oeaseC  (to  make  compensation  for  «  hOTW 
called  Romulus,  impressed  for  the  public  eer- 
viee  during  the  revolutionary  war^  [The  bill 
aUowed  $1,600  in  payment  of  it.  It  ocmtained, 
as  reported  flrom  the  committee,  a  clause  allow- 
ing interest  upon  the  earn  from  the  time  of  the 
impressment  of  this  steed ;  but  that  provira<m 
was  stricken  out  in  a  Oommittee  of  toe  whcde 
House,  on  the  notim  ci  Hx.  HfHrnunx,  of 
Ohio.] 

The  biU^  after  a  few  r«naikafr(nn  Hr.  Bocn^ 
of  Kew  York,  in  opporitimt  to  the  daim,  vaa 
ordered  for  engrosament;  [and,  on  a  subse- 
quent day,  was  passed  by  a  very  large  m^or- 
ity,  and  witbont  a  dividon.] 


TinuaT,  Janoary  81. 

Fru  PeepU  of  Color. 

■  The  reeolution  of  Hr.  Jxmns,  proposing  an 
inquiry  on  the  snbject  of  reraovmg  the  free 
people  of  color  frcHn  the  United  StateS|  and 
colonizing  them  in  jAJHoa,  or  eleewhm,  eame 
up  for  oonnderation ;  and  the  qnestimi  bdn^ 
<m  the  motion  Hr.  Book,  to  poa^ooe  the 
oonmderati<m  of  tbat  reaolatioii  to  the  aeeaiid 
Hoadar  in  December  next, 

Hr.  Jkmifib  moved  tiiat  the  resolution,  with 
the  amendments,  be  referred  to  the  Beleet  Oon- 
ndttee  raised  <hi  the  memnial  fiwn  New  iv- 
sey  upon  the  same  sa^ect. 

Mr.  Boov  conaented  to  withdraw  his  motion 
forpostponement. 

Ine  question  was  tbui  put  <hi  tiie  Teftrenc^ 
and  carried. 

AfporHoiaangiU  BiU. 

The  apportionment  bill  next  came  up  for 
conuderation ;  tbe  question  being  on  the  mo- 
tion (tf  Hr.  WtcKUFn  to  unend  the  bj 
simplv  BtriUng  tberefhm  tiie  wwda  *^forty- 
eiAt." 

Jir,  Sunn,  of  Vermont,  wid  he  had  watched 
the  prcwress  of  this  debate  with  great  soivnr- 
tnde.  The  qnestion  before  tbe  Hoose  was  one  of 
grave  Impoituoe^  demanding  a  foil  diwassioii. 
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and  most  mat  ore  deliberation.  Tet,  at  this 
stage  of  the  debate,  he  should  hardly  feel  him- 
self justified  in  asking  the  indulgence  of  the 
HoQse,  but  for  the  deep  interest  which  the 
State  of  Vermont  had  in  the  deciuon  of  the 
qnestion.  That  State  wonld  suffer  more  from  a 
ratio  of  46,000  than  any  other  State  in  the 
ITiiMii.  Indeed,  rir,  add  Kr.  S.,  she  will  have 
an  aoenmolation  ta  aofibring.  In  the  i^por- 
tionment  of  the  oensos  of  1820  ahe  lost  one 
membtt',  and  was  left  wiOi  a  fraotion  of  86,764. 
Now,  unless  the  motion  to  strike  oat  48,000 
from  this  biU  prevail,  she  will  be  left  with  an 
unrepresented  fraction  of  40,657.  Dutj  to  that 
State  demands  that  I  should  express  mj  views 
on  this  flulyect,  and  I  beg  the  indnlgenoe  (rf  the 
House,  while,  as  htwAj  as  poanU^  I  perfSorm 
that  duty. 

The  question  before  the  Hoi^e,  said  Mr.  S., 
ia  one  of  deep  interest  to  the  whole  country. 
It  vitally  affects  the  gi;pat  depomtory  of  the 
people's  power,  the  Hoaae  of  Bepresentatives 
of  the  Umted  States.  The  aet  yon  propose  to 
paaa  ia  anomalous  in  its  ebaraoter ;  operating, 
not,  as  do  most  of  your  laws,  upon  inmviduab, 
in  Uieir  relations  to^  each  other,  and  to  the 
Ooverament,  bat  upon  large  and  distinct  masses 
of  tl^s  great  commonitj,  and  re^nlating  the 
balance  of  power  between  the  different  por- 
tions of  a  widely  extended  confederacy.  It  is, 
indeed,  of  the  nature  of  a  fundamental  lav — 
the  formation,  in  £act,  of  a  constitatioa  for  the 
next  ten  years ;  and  draoands  the  exercise  of 
the  same  profound  wisdom,  and  the  same  spirit 
of  oompromise  and  condliation  and  mutoal 
good  wul,  which  marked  the  deliberations  of 
the  framers  of  the  federal  ooostitntion. 

ffir,  I  am  in  &v(v  of  striking  out  48,000  from 
ttie  nU  on  your  table,  in  the  first  plaoe,  be- 
came that  number,  by  being  plaoed  there,  pos- 
sesses an  undne  advantage  over  all  the  other 
niunbMa  which  may  be  proposed.  The  resulta 
of  the  various  propositionB  which  have  been 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  strike  ont 
48,000,  and  insert  other  numbers,  have  plunly 
proved  this.  Eaoh  proposition  has,  of  course, 
been  opposed  by  all  in  utvor  of  any  other  num- 
ber than  the  one  contmned  in  each  proposition. 
Thus,  by  a  snocesaion  of  victories  over  other 
nombers  separately  proposed,  48,000  has  ao- 
qaired  an  importanoe  which  does  not  intrin- 
fltoally  bdoog  to  it.  Ita  sfawngth  is  a  ibctitious 
strength. 

But  it  may  be  s^d  that  a  moticn  has  been 
made  and  lost,  to  strike  out  48,000,  without  in- 
serting any  other  number;  and  that  this  is 
conclusive  evidence  that  48,000  is  the  favorite 
number.  Sir,  this  does  not  follow.  Upon  the 
simple  motion  to  strike  out,  all  in  favor  of  any 
other  number  than  48,000  may  well  be  sup- 
posed to  have  voted  to  retun  it  in  the  bill,  for 
the  purpose  of  using  it  to  defeat,  in  detail, 
every  proposition  to  insert  nnmbets  other  tlian 
their  favorite  ones.  And,  besides^  individuals 
opposed  to  redooinff  the  rqgesentation  of 
^kode  Island  one-hu^  as  would  be  done  bj 
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raising  the  ratio  to  40,000,  may  have  opposed 
the  striking  out  of  48,  tiirongh  an  apprehension 
that  the  bill,  unencumberM  witii  that  num- 
ber, might  finally  paisa  with  a  ratio  exoeediog 

49,000. 

Now,  ^r,  ia  it  not  obvious  that  an  undue  im- 
portanoe has  been  thus  given  to  the  deciuon  of 
the  committee  who  reported  this  bill  V  Why 
should  that  dedaion  have  saeh  an  efDact,  when, 
notwithstutding  the  intelligence  and  upright- 
ness of  the  committee,  it  is  perfectly  mparent 
that  thw  opinion  has  not  resulted,  ana  could 
not  have  resulted,  from  any  peculiar  investiga- 
titm  tiiey  were  able  to  give  the  snlject,  hat  has 
been  drawn  from  facts  equally  within  the  reach 
of  every  member  of  this  House  t 

With  refnird  to  the  number  to  which  this 
body  should  ultimately  be  increased,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  decide.  I  do  not  conceive  I  am 
now  called  on  to  do  so.  Some  gentlemen  have 
suggested  seven  or  eight  hundred  as  the  maxi- 
mum. I  would  avoid  extremes.  No  proposi- 
tion, however,  jet  madct  wonld,  in  my  <^inion, 
^ve  a  number  qiproaohmg  an  extreme ;  and  I 
therefore  feel  »t  lull  liberty  to  advocate  a  ratio 
which  will  do  the  least  injustice  to  the  several 
States,  both  in  regard  to  unrepresented  fhK>- 
tioQS,  and  the  loss  of  members.  Whenever  the 
time  shall  come  when  it  shall  be  proposed  to 
inoreaae  this  House  to  a  nnmber  which  shaU 
render  the  transaction  of  bnaiaeae  impractica- 
ble, then,  and  not  till  then,  can  questions  of 
fraotiona  and  the  loss  of  members  be  regarded 
with  indifference. 

The  subject  of  fractions  has  been  so  mnch 
dwelt  on  in  this  disoussioQ,  that  the  name  has 
afanost  beeome  o^oos.  But  of  what  are  those 
fracthms  oon^Msad!  Wl?,  Ar,  at  large  bodies 
of  fteemu  I  And  eu  I  be  inoifltevnt,  when  a 
propodtioQ  is  made,  by  vhioh  near  41,000  of 
these  freemen  in  my  mmve  State^  as  intelligent 
as  any  othtf  freemen  <m  earth,  are  to  remain 
unrepresttitad  in  this  body  for  a  pwiod  of  ten 
years? 

To  show  the  importanoe  which  belongs  to 
this  part  of  the  subject,  permit  me  to  advert  to 
the  consideration  to  which  it  was  thought  en- 
titled by  the  first  Oongress.  A  bill  was  passed 
on  the  38d  day  of  March,  1792,  firing  the  num- 
ber of  representiMives  for  tiie  svecAeding  ten 
years  at  ISO,  That  nnmber  inelnded  right 
representatives  from  various  States,  on  account 
of  fraotiooal  nombers.  It  was  sent  to  Freei- 
dent  Washingt<Hi  for  bis  i^tproval,  who  returned 
it  with  the  objection  that  the  coastitntion  au- 
thorized no  representation  of  fractions  below 
80,000.  And  yet  so  strong  was  the  disposition 
to  give  to  the  people  the  most  fall  and  perfect 
representation  possible — so  averse  was  that 
body  to  leave  lai^  portions  of  them  unrepre- 
sented, that  28  out  of  61  (tf  ita  members  voted, 
in  the  face  of  the  Fretddent's  veto,  to  r^»as8 
thebiU. 

The  deeiaon  that  Oongress  settied  the 
prini^e  that  fractions  ehoald  not  be  repre- 
sented. It  is  admitted  tliat  the  appUeatioa  of 
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this  priDciple  will  aometimes  operate  severelj 
upon  individual  States.  All  must  take  their 
tnm  in  bearing  the  harden.  If,  therefore,  tiie 
large  fraction  to  whidi  Vermont  and  some 
other  Btates  are  Rahjected,  hy  the  ratio  now  in 
the  bill,  stood  alone,  oncoDDected  with  the  nn- 
Moal  resolts  of  a  former  ^tportitmment,  they 
mif  ^t  be  endured  without  oorapU^idng.  But 
what  Is  the  &Qtt  III  the  apporUomnent  oT 
1820j  Vermont  was  left  with  an  unrepresented 
fhiotion  at  86,76i.  At  the  ratio  proposed  in 
the  bill  on  your  table,  she  will  again  baTO  a 
fraction  of  40,667 ;  total  76,4&1.  New  Jmey, 
in  1620,  had  a  fiwition  of  84,665.  Upon  a 
ratio  of  46,000,  she  will  now  bare  a  fraction  of 
81,922 ;  total,  66,477.  Kentucky,  in  1620,  had 
a  fraction  of  88,626 ;  a  ratio  of  46,000  would 
now  give  her  45,882 ;  total  79,456.  Total  of 
Vermont,  New  Jersej^  and  Kentucky,  under 
the  apportionments  of  the  censuses  of  1820 
and  1880,  222,866. 

Kr.  Abkold^  of  Tennessee,  said  he  had  not 
tetended  to  mj  oan  word  on  this  aaldect,  nor 
did  he  then  rise  for  the  porpose  of  maonsring 
the  general  question,  or  of  controverting  any 
of  the  principles  which  had  been  bo  forcibly 
urged  upon  the  House  by  his  friend  from  Ver- 
mont ;  bat  be  rose  fw  the  purpose  of  correct- 
ing an  impression  which  seemed  to  have  stimu- 
lated various  gentiemen  in  running  tilts  at  Ten- 
nessee. The  number  46,  sir,  happens  to  be  the 
number  selected  by  the  oommittee  to  fill  the 
blank  in  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 
That  number  leaves  Tennessee  a  very  small 
fraction.  Tennessee  does  seem  to  be  &v(h^ 
1^  the  seleettm  which  the  committee  have 
made;  I  am  wUlliig  to  agree,  rir,  that  she 
ia  sotoaUy  &vored  %t  this  selection.  Bat  I 
win  not  agree  that  Twmessee  has  sought  this 
Ihvor,  or  that  she  has  any  desire  to  a&ere  to 
it,  for  the  purpose  of  disparaging  her  usters. 
No,  Ar  \  I  assure  gentJemen  that  TeniieBsee  has 
no  such  feelings.  Tennessee  is  no  hacksteress. 
'Whence  come  the  oommitte^  who  reported  this 
bill,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  gentiemen,  gives 
Tennessee  such  undue  advantages?  Sir,  they 
came  from  five  different  States — Louisiana, 
Ohio,  Pennaylvsnia,  New  York,  and  Tennessee 
— ^the  chairman  happening  to  be  from  Tennessee. 
Do  geotlemea  think  that  the  chairman  fa^ 
Buoh  influence  with  the  oranmittee  as  to  induce 
them  to  report  a  Inll  merely  to  foror  Tennes- 
see? I  do  not  believe,  rir,  that  the  di^nnan 
had  any  such  influenee ;  and  I  think  the  com- 
mittee will  deny  that  they  were  under  any  such. 

Sir,  my  oolleagnes  have  agun  and  again 
assured  the  House  that  they  were  not  wedded 
to  48 :  that  they  felt  very  indifferent  as  to  the 
number  which  alioold  be  adopted.  For  my 
own  part,  Mr.  Speaker,  so  far  {torn  being  wed- 
ded to  this  number,  I  have  invariably,  when 
the  question  came  up,  voted  in  favor  of  all 
numbers  which  have  been  proposed  under  48. 

When  the  apportionment  was  first  mo<^ed,  I 
am  fn6  to  conxeas,  sir,  that  my  feeliugs  were 
oiliflted  oa  the  nde  <tf  hi^  numben.  The 
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first  oonsideratiun  which  gave  my  miud  a  dif- 
ferent direction  was  not  the  great  principle 
which  now  governs  me.  I  am  frank  to  con- 
fess, sir,  that  I  was  actuated  by  a  desire  that 
our  littie  sister,  Khode  Idand,  should  not  be 
shorn  of  any  of  her  strength  in  Uiia  Home. 
But,  rir,  the  more  I  have  looked  into  this  sub- 
ject, the  farther  the  discosrion  oi  fuodameBtal 

Erinciples  has  been  pushed,  the  more  and  laim 
ave  I  been  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  tben 
is  more  danger  in  making  this  Hoose  too  smiJl, 
tiian  In  making  it  too  h^0*  Oars  is  a  Goveni- 
ment  composed  of  dirarent  features.  This 
House  oonstitutes  the  republican  feature.  Thu 
House  oonstitutes  the  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  which  the  people  are  most  fiuuiHar, 
and  most  intimately  and  vitally  ocHmected.  I 
grant,  rir,  that  there  ia  a  point  at  which  its 
numbers  must  be  limited ;  out  in  my  hnmble 
opinion  that  point  is  not  yet  reached.  Sir,  I 
must  stop;  fori  find  nyaelf  Involuntarily  gtniig 
into  the  general  disonarion,  which  I  did  not  in- 
trad  to  do,  and  which  I  wHl  not  do.  I  rase 
merely,  aa  I  b^m  stated,  to  eorreet  what  I 
thooght  to  be  an  erroneous  impresrion.  1 
wiriied  to  show  gentiemen  that  Tennessee 
sought  no  undoe  advantage  over  her  sisters. 
Th^  if  fortune  had  tlirown  a  seraung  advan- 
tage in  her  way,  she  was  still  di^Mwed  to  be 
liberal ;  and  even  diqK)sed  to  yield  a  portion  of 
her  good  fortune,  to  the  end  that  power  and 
burden  might  be  more  equally  distributed.  Sir, 
I  repeat  that  I  have,  on  every  vote  taken  to 
strike  out  and  fill  with  a  less  number  than 
forty-eight,  voted  for  it  I  felt  that  in  doing  bo 
I  was  truly  repreaenting  the  fselii^  of  Tennes- 
see. The  preM)tmoti<mbting  merely  to  strike 
;  oot  46«  without  oflbring  to  insert  any  other 
number,  I  shall  be  oompdled  to  vote  apdnst  it. 
If  the  motion  can  be  so  modified  as  to  insert 
another  number  in  lieu  of  46, 1  will  still  vote 
as  heretofore.  I  do  not  wish,  Hr.  Speakw,  to 
dictate  to  this  House  the  course  they  ^<Hild 
pursue ;  but  of  one  thing  I  feel  pretty  oertain, 
and  thiU  la,  that  not  much  good  will  result  frtMn 
fhrther  disonarion  on  this  subject  The  ques- 
tion has  been  thoroughly  and  ably  discussed. 
Uy  friend  from  Vermont,  who  has  jost  taken 
his  seat,  has  occupied  the  whole  graond.  As 
to  bis  general  views  on  the  sul;()ect,  I  yidd  then 
my  most  derided  ranrobatiou.  And,  in  oauda- 
sion,  sir,  I  mnst  do  him  the  Justioe  to  say  that 
I  have  been  much  interested  and  gratifled  wlA 
the  expanded  and  statesmanlike  views  wUeh 
he  has  expressed  on  the  enlyect 

The  question  on  striking  ont  "  48  "  frtnn  the 
bill  was  decided  by— yeas  94^  nays  99. 

So  the  House  rubsed  to  strike  out  die  nnm- 
ber  for^-eight 

Mr.  Hdbbabd  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out "  forty-eight "  and  inserting  "  fwty- 
four,"  and  observed  that  on  account  of  the 
lateness  of  the  hoar,  (it  being  now  past  four 
o'clock^  he  should  waive  what 'he  considered 
to  he  his  privilege  of  addressing  the  House  in 
mpport  of  hia  motion,  if  it  was  its  pwpoae 
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then  to  take  the  qaesUoa ;  when,  on  motion  of 
ICr.  G&BBON, 
Tho  Hoau 


Wkdnudat,  Febrnary  1. 

Apportiinunmt  BiU. 

Mr.  HuBUKD  aoid,  that  while  the  Inll  v-as 
under  the  consideration  erf  tiie  Ckonmittee  of 
tiie  whole  Home,  he  had  made  a  motion  to 
amendf  similar  to  the  one  which  he  had  now 
propoud.   That  motion  was  discoased ;  every 

gBntleman  who  had  any  thing  to  offer,  was 
eard— 4U]y  heard;  days  were  spent  in  the 
discussion  of  the  saljeot  It  was  even  then 
his  purpose  to  have  sobmitted  some  answer  to 
the  objections,  and  some  considerations  which 
had  indaced  the  motion,  bat  cironmstances  had 
prevented — ^the  qnestlon  was  taken,  and  the 
vote  of  the  committee  was  against  the  motion. 
He  knew  ftill  wdl  tiiat  the  oouree  pnrsaed  by 
the  oomnuttee  proceeded  from,  no  onlcindDen 
to  himself:  that  it  was  a  oootm  aoggeeted  by 
some  of  his  best  fHends.  Tet  he  was  perfeoUy 
aware  that  be  conld  not,  oonnstent  with  the 
rules  of  order,  answer  here  what  had  been  ob- 
iected  to  elsewhere ;  that  he  conld  not,  in  the 
House,  advert  to  uie  argameots  which  had 
been  urged  in  the  Gommittee  of  the  Whole. 
That  consideration  of  itself  created  embarrass- 
ment It  was  also  a  fitot  within  his  recolleo- 
tion^  that  the  committee  had,  by  a  vote,  gone 
against  his  motion.  That  circumstance  woold 
have  restrained  him  from  maUng  any  further 
effort,  had  he  not  been  enoowaged  to  nope,  by 
the  vote  last  eveniI^(  on  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tlanan  teom  Eentoekf  to  strike  ont  for^- 
ei^t  Under  all  tiie  (Hromutaiioea,  he  fUt  im> 
puled  by  a  duty  he  owed  to  himself,  by  a  duty 
he  owed  to  his  State,  to  submit  some  general 
oonsiderations  in  snpport  of  his  motion '  to 
amend,  and  also,  as  far  as  it  was  proper  for 
him  so  to  do^  to  notice  some  of  the  objections 
which  had  been  urged  i^^nst  it. 

What  is  the  purport  of  the  bill  reported  by 
the  oommitteel  what  does  it  propose?  A 
division  of  political  power  among  the  members 
of  the  confederacy.  An  apportionment  among 
tiia  several  States,  for  the  coming  ten  years,  of 
the  repreacatatioa  of  the  oonnfry.  ^Hiia  is  a 
snlijeot  of  no  atdasnrj  ohaiaetw ;  it  h  a  eob- 
jeoC  at  the  htdtast  importanoe  to  the  American 
peojde ;  a  su^eot  invwTii^  the  right  of  repre- 
sentation; a  right  near  and  dear  to  every 
member  of  the  repnblio.  If  this  biU,  as  re- 
ported by  the  oommittee,  shonld  now  pass,  the 
effect  wUl  be  an  nnjnst  and  an  unequal  distri- 
bution of  the  representative  political  power 
among  tiie  States.  Shonld  the  bill  pass,  Kew 
Ham^ire  would  be  entitied  to  five  representa- 
tives ;  the  amount  of  her  population  falls  a  lit- 
tle short  of  two  hundred  uid  sevwty  thoo- 
sand;  and  by  the  estaUishmMit  (Mf  fbrty-eight 
thousand  as  the  ratio  of  reiamentationf  it 
leaves  her  a  fkwitioii— «  portion     her  popiila> 


tion  unrepresented,  of  twenty-nhie  thousand 
three  hundred  and  twenty-aiz.  A  divi^on  of 
this  remainder  among  the  number  of  hei  rep- 
resentatives would  produce  this  result — that 
the  ratio.of  her  representation  would  be  littie 
short  of  fifty-four  thousand,  while  Tennessee, 
with  a  federal  population  of  625,268,  would  be 
represented  under  this  hill  at  a  ratio  of  48,097. 
In  this  instanoe,  there  is  a  most  nqjost  effect 

{»roduoed  npon  New  Hampshire  ^  the  estab- 
Ishment  w  48,000  as  the  ratio  of  representa- 
tion. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  oommittee  admits 
the  poi^t  that  ui  increase  the  representatirai 
of  tlie  country  is  required.  That  fact  is  con- 
ceded. It  is  no  longer  a  matter  in  dispute^ 
The  bill  itself  proposes,  in  effect,  to  add  twenty- 
four  to  the  present  number.  The  amendment 
proposes,  in  effect,  to  add  forty-six  to  the 
presient  number.  And  this,  then,  is  the  ques- 
tion, and  the  only  question,  raised  by  the  amend- 
ment :  Shall  twmty-four  or  shall  forty-riz  be 
added  to  the  House  of  Representatives  t  If  the 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  the  latter  num- 
ber will  be  added ;  if  the  amendment  the 
former  nnmbw  will  only  be  added.  He  was 
decidedly  friendly  to  that  ratio  which  would 
give  tiie  greatest  addition  to  oor  present  repre< 
sentation.  He  would  himself  have  been  willing 
to  have  taken  even  a  less  ratio  than  44,000 ; 
hut  from  what  he  had  seen  in  this  House,  f^m 
what  he  had  heard  without  these  walls,  he 
believed  that  any  lass  ratio  than  the  one  stated 
in  the  proposed  amendment  would  not  be  sano- 
tioned  by  the  House. 

What  are  the  ot^ectioos  wMeh  have  hem,  car 
whidi  can  b^  against  a  numerous  rei^e- 
aentatiOD  I  It  hu  been  stated  that  our  present 
nxunbw  is  Nfficientiy  large  for  all  practical 
purposes ;  that  any  addition  woold  iqjurions^ 
affect  the  action  of  this  branch  of  the  Governs 
ment ;  that  it  would  tend  to  delay  the  transac- 
tion of  public  bn^ess ;  that  it  woold  nvc  as 
a  mobocratio  character ;  that  it  would  make 
confnsion  worse  confounded ;  that  it  would 
make  more  talking  and  less  acting  memliers. 

These  objections  had  f^ed  to  strike  him  with 
much  force.  He  had  no  reason  to  believe  that 
tiie  people  were  dissatisfied  with  the  disoussiona 
and  dehi^  of  this  assembly.  To  them  it  was 
an  object  of  the  first  impwtanoe  that  the  vari- 
ous suljeots  which  didmed  the  oonuderation  of 
Oongress  should  be  £tirly,  freely,  and  fol^ 
discussed.  It  was  from  the  debates  of  this  and 
the  other  Honse  that  the  American  peo]^ 
acqoired  the  knowledge  of  the  character  and 
tendency  of  public  measures— of  general  l^ria- 
tion.  It  had  also  been  stated  that  there  was 
much  more  danger  of  corrupting  a  numerous 
than  a  limited  assonbly.   He  dissented  alto- 

Sitiier  from  the  correctness  of  tiiis  position, 
ore  danger  of  corrupting  a  large  than  a  small 
assembly?  Then  it  must  follow  thiU  there 
would  be  greater  danger  of  oompting  the 
whole  body  politic,  the  ^«at  mass  the  ooss- 
monity,  thaa  mj  part  of  them.  The  idea  is 
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fonnded  in  emr.  The  people  are  the  aooree 
<tf  all  polttioal  power.  They  are  most  em- 
phatiDaUj  the  aoTeraigiu  of  the  land.  The 
■eoori^  and  the  pennanflBor  of  our  free  iuti- 
tatk>u  rMt  on  their  virtue  and  their  inteUi- 
aenoe.  There  can  be  no  poirible  danger  of 
deabvying  the  foandatitnu  of  tfaia  repiibli&  so 
lonff  as  a  Tlrtnoni  and  intelligent  people  shall 
be  ItillT  reproaented  on  this  noM*.  Uolees  the 
fonntam  ahall  become  oormpt,  the  Btream  will 
bepnre. 

He  was  in  &Tor  of  a  nnmeroos  House,  be- 
cease  it  better  preserved  the  relation  between 
the  oonstitaeDt  and  the  representative.  It 
most,  of  neoessitj,  bring  the  latter  nearer  to 
those  from  whom  he  has  received  power.  It 
most  lead  to  a  more  intimate  aoqnaintanoe,  a 
more  tree  and  nnreserved  interoourse  between 
peranu  Ttii"'1''^g  in  this  reUUon.  The  vtfn- 
•entadve  is  Ta$&  the  depositorj  ot  the  wishes 
(tf  his  oonsdtnents.  He  Is  preeomed  to  know 
and  to  understand  their  Intereste;  and,  hj 
•very  effort  in  hla  poweff  oonristent  with  his 
pabllo  datiea,  should  advance  those  interestiL 

li^  then^  a  reneeaitative  would  be  fkithfbl, 
he  most  know  his  oonatitnents.  This  oonsidera- 
tion  had  a  oontroUing  influence  in  his  mind, 
and  must  induce  him  to  g^ve  Us  support  to  the 
proposed  ameudment 

He  did  not  purpose,  at  this  time,  to  go  into 
any.  argument  showing  the  advantiue  of  a 
nsmeroua  assembly,  in  oonntmothiK  &eoutive 
influenoe,  or  the  innoeooe  of  the  other  legisla- 
tive braiwh  of  this  Government;  that  ground 
had  been  fully  oooapied ;  and  most  important 
zeasons  oa  those  pwnta  had  been  preeented, 
why  we  should  Inereij^  the  number  of  our 
representation. 

Reference  Lad  been  made,  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  to  the  first  Congress,  contending 
that  that  assembly  was  an  example  worthy  of 
imitation;  and  ni^g  that  if  that  Oongress, 
oonmsting  of  only  mty-foor,  could  then  transact 
the  public  bonness  of  the  colonies,  there  was 
sorely  no  oocatioa  to  add  to  the  number  of  two 
honied  and  thirteen,  for  the  convenient  trans- 
action <rf  the  public  bu^ness  of  the  States,  Hie 
cdd  Congress  was  oonstitnted  <»i  no  fixed  rule. 
It  was  an  assembly  of  choice  q»irits,  produced 
by  the  most  pressing  and  urgent  necessity. 
Evwy  State  in  the  confederal  sent  what  num- 
ber it  pleasedf  not  ezoeedhig  seven,  and  paid 
tiioee  sent  ont  <^  her  own  resources ;  and  each 
State  had  but  one  vote.  It  was,  in  short,  an 
asB^bly  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  proe- 
eoution  of  the  war.  Then  we  had  no  com- 
merce; no  great  manuftcturinginteresta.  How 
different  is  the  state  of  tlM  oountiy  at  this 
period  of  oar  history  I 

But  what  waa  the  language  ol  the  ftthers 
of  the  republic— of  that  assembly  second  to 
none  on  earth  for  tbe  purify  d  its  patriotism, 
which  first  convened  under  the  constitution  by 
which  the  great  interests  of  this  country  are 
intended  to  be  protected?  It  was  not  only 
their  argument,  bnt  th^  most  deUberato  act, 


that  there  should  be  one  representative  to 
every  thirty  thousand  inhabitants.  At  that 
time  the  interests  of  the  oounby  w«re  so  muM- 
fariooB  and  extend ve,  that  it  was  then  eon- 
ridered  that  the  p4q>dar  branch  of  this  Govm- 
ment  rikould  be  oonstitnted  by  saoh  «  number. 
This  example,  and  tiiese  preeepta,  oomii^  as 
tbey  do,  from  such  I^h  authority,  should  have 
^fSset  here ;  and,  by  adwting  the  anmidmeD^ 
you  would  carry  ont  the  principles  of  oar 
political  fathers. 

He  would  address  himself  to  the  representa- 
tives of  BlaveholdiDg  States,  to  bear  in  mind  tiie 
difference  between  their  ntoaticn  and  the  situa- 
tion of  those  who  represent  districts  peoi^ed  sa 
the  distiiots  of  Kew  Ei^aud  are.  While  tbe 
representative  ttom  Vii]gmia,  from  the  peofliar 
pc^nilation  of  his  ^strict,  is  enabled  to  be  per- 
scmally  known  to  the  freem«i  oi  his  dtstne^ 
It  Is  not  so  with  vb.  We  would  then  ask  fir 
stem  Justice  at  their  hands. 

Mr.  MoO&BTT,  of  Indiana,  commenced  by  oV 
serving  that  he  approached  the  sol^eot  before 
the  House  with  txie  greatest  reluctance ;  not 
that  he  was  qiprehensive  tiiat  his  views,  with 
regard  to  it,  would  faU  of  reeriving  whateva 
degree  of  attention  and  conrtderation  they 
might  be  thought  entitied  to,  bnt  because  he 
had  been  unwilling,  from  the  first,  to  participate 
io  tiie  discussion  of  tiie  question,  sitd  to  con- 
tribute thwreby  to  the  Airther  protraction  of  Ui« 
debate,  and  retard  the  final  action  of  the  House 
open  tne  bill.  He  had  l>een  impelled,  however, 
to  deviate  frim  the  path  he  had  msriied  out  for 
himsdf  in  relation  to  this  measure,  by  the 
course  which  tbe  debate  Iiad  taken,  <m  tbe 
proposition  of  the  gentieman  from  New  Harap- 
shiro,  (Mr.  HvBHABD,)  and  the  line  of  argument 
pursued  by  other  gentlemen  tbe  House  in 
support  of  his  (Mr.  H.^s)  amendment.  He  had 
been  led  to  this  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  consti- 
tuents, and  by  the  r^;ard  which  he  necessarily 
fett  for  the  interests  of  the  West ;  and  to  tiiese 
considerations,  which  had  induced  him  to  trou- 
ble the  House  with  a  few  remarks  upon  tbe  bin 
before  than,  might  be  added  a  third ;  that 
was,  that  he  regarded  it  not  merely  as  a  qoee* 
tion  affecting  the  different  States,  witli  recpeet 
to  the  iqtportionment  of  political  power  in  the 
representative  assembly  of  tills  nation,  bot  as 
involving,  also,  the  great  constitutional  pzin- 
oiple,  that  representMion  should  be  equal :  and 
this  not  rimply  that  it  should  be  equaUy  appiv- 
tioQcd  for  any  one  given  time,  bat  dorixv  the 
whole  period,  as  for  as  could  be,  of  the 
operation  of  the  bilL 

Many  appeals,  be  observed,  bad  been  made 
to  the  generodty  and  magnanimity  of  the  new 
States,  on  the  effect  which  the  ratio  oT  forty- 
eight  thousand,  as  reported  In  tiie  1^  would 
have  upon  tiie  interest^  or  tiie  rdative  wei^t, 
of  tbe  older  States  (tf  the  Union.  A  very  elo- 
quent and  powerfU  appeal  had  been  mMe^  io 
particular,  by  the  gentleman  from  Hassaehn- 
setta,  (Mr.  Bmaoa,)  who,  in  tbe  course  of  his 
interesting  i^eedi,  had  asked  tbe  West  to  re- 
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member  that,  in  Uie  daya  of  her  infaD<7  and 
weakness,  she  was  taken  in  the  hand  bj  her  elder 
sisters  of  the  Sontb  and  the  East,  aad  intro- 
duced into  the  great  repablioan  fiunilr  of  the 
notion  upon  principles  of  equality  and  jostioe. 
Mi.  MoG,  here  observed  that  he  was  bound  to 
say,  in  Ttn^ootion  of  the  Vest,  tiut,  for  the 
oontinoanoe  of  those  prindples  of  equality  and 
joBtioe,  and  tor  those  alone.  It  was  that  he  om- 
teaded  i^j^nst  the  pnipoeed  amendment  ot  the 
gentleman  fhnn  New  Hampdiire,  which,  as  the 
tables  before  them  demonstrated,  would  throw 
an  oneqaal  and  Q^Jost  weight  upon  the  joon^ 
States,  bj  placing  the  largest  fractions  of  un- 
repreeented  popnlation  upon  those  which  had,  at 
present,  ana  in  the  verj  nature  of  things,  must 
bare,  in  future,  the  most  rapid,  and  progrea- 
sivelj  rapid,  increase  in  nnnioers.  He  should 
not  attempt  to  follow  the  whole  of  the  a^- 
ments  of  the  gentleman  who  had  so  ably  spoken 
in  nippOTt  of  the  amendment,  even  if  ne  imag- 
ined hinasdf  capable  of  throwing  more  light 
upon  the  qnestum  by  aignment  alone.  H« 
anonld  prefer  to  state  a  few  flwta,  and  r^sr  to 
the  oondnstons  which  it  would  be  qnparent 
were  the  only  Just  ones  that  could  be  drawn 
from  them,  as  to  the  fUlacy  of  that  reasoning 
which,  admitting  the  great  and  important  prin- 
ciple of  an  equal  representation,  contended  that 
that  desirable  end,  in  our  republican  Govern- 
ment, could  be  attained  only  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  ratio  of  forty-four  thousand. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  West  is  rapidly 
growing  upon  the  old  States,  uid  that,  there- 
fore, we  ought  not  to  regard  the  quantum  of 
fractions.  Why,  tlua  is  the  very  reaam,  in  my 
opinion,  why  we  should  guard  against  an  une- 
qual amount  of  unrepresented  fractions;  and  it 
is,  moreover,  the  very  reason  why  the  old 
States  shonld  be  content  with  their  share  of  the 
anr^reaented  fractions.  The  enumerations  of 
the  populations  of  1620  and  1880  show  at  onoe 
the  fiwaoy  of  the  arguments  on  this  subject. 
TS,  by  the  emigration  from  the  Eaat  and  the 
South,  the  new  States  are  increasing  in  popula- 
tion with  a  rapidity  beyond  all  preoeoent  In 
the  history  of  the  world,  the  old  States,  with  a 
few  and  those  £ew  very  limited  exoeptions  are 
either  deorearing  or  renudning  stationary.  The 
reeolt,  therefore,  of  large  fractions  bong  thrown 
npon  them,  is  comparative  of  little  oonae- 
qnenoe;  for,  ifweare-to  judge  from  the  oensoses 
of  1820  and  18S0,  a  small  fraction  in  the  new 
States  will  increase  in  ten  years  to  more  than 
double  the  ratio  of  representation  itself;  whilst, 
in  the  old  ones,  a  lai^  fraction  will  either  be 
diminisbad,  remain  stationary,  or,  considering  it 
In  the  most  favorable  point  of  view,  very  liUtle, 
if  at  all,  exceed  the  ratio.  He  might  also  say, 
and  he  believed  chat,  in  saying  so,  he  was  war- 
ranted by  the  facts  of  the  case,  that  the  old 
States,  even  at  the  present  time,  woidd  recmve 
a  further  benefit,  and  tiie  new  States  a  oorre- 
nmmting  iiijnry^  tcom  the  ratio  of  renreBanta- 
tion,  wMtever  it  mif^t  be,  being  fizea  accord- 
ing to  the  oensus  of  1880.  ShioethiUanttmerar 


tion  bad  been  made,  vast  nnmbers  of  persons 
had  migrated  to  the  West;  those  persona 
were  necessarily  added  to  the  existing  fractions 
in  the  West ;  and  the  mere  fact  ctf  their  having 
crossed  the  mono  tains  since  the  census  was 
taken,  operated  to  deprive  them  of  their  equal 
weight  ol  representation  on  this  floor.  Does 
not  this  afiaet  the  relative  strength  of  the 
Stateal  The  old  States,  tiiongb  locong  a  part 
of  th^  population,  would  retun,  at  any  ratio, 
the  nnraber  of  their  peculation  in  1880,  whilst 
the  West  would,  with  its  own  natural  increase, 
bare  also  to  bear  tiie  fractioiat  wei^ts  of  the 
redundant  population  from  the  East  and  from 
the  South, 

Ur.  AD41CS,  adverting  to  the  lateness  of  the 
hoar,  and  to  an  allosion  made  about  the  same 
time  of  day,  by  Ur.  Wild*,  to  a  passage  in  the 
memoirs  of  the  Cardinal  de  Bete,  as  to  the 
influraoe  of  the  dining  hour  on  pc^tical  affitira, 
snd  that  his  memory  reonrred  to  this  line  (tf  a 
British  poet: 

"^d  wretiAies  hang,  that  jmymen  may  dine." 

Admmiished  by  this  rememlnsooe  he  wotdd 
dehiy  the  House  only  by  a  statement  or  two  in 
reference  to  the  obwrvationa  which  had  now 
been  made.  He  then  observed  that  tbe  argo- 
ment  of  Ur.  StrrnKSLun},  as  to  the  share 
New  Hampshire  among  the  Secretaries  of  de- 

Btrtments,  wonid  not  apply  to  Massachusetts, 
e  then  quoted  the  langoage  of  the  constitution 
where  it  describes  the  qn^uifioations  necessary 
to  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repres^tatives, 
and,  remarking  that  it  did  not  contain  the 
dighteet  allo^  to  the  plaoa  where  the  reprft- 
sentative  had  been  born,  inferred  that  the 
other  part  of  the  argument,  which  r^ierred  to 
natives  ot  New  England  representing  other 
States,  and  being  heads  of  departments,  had  ita 
origin  not  in  the  constitution,  but  in  the  pnriUfio 
bram  of  the  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania. 

He  then  briefly  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Ur. 
KoOabtt,  whether  it  might  not  be  out  of  com 
pasrion  to  the  old  thirteen  States,  or  from 
whatever  other  motive,  he  dionld  be  greatiy 
ol^iged  to  ^Qtlemen  if  they  would  leave  the ' 
representation  of  thoee  States  unimpaired.  He 
disclaimed  any  pretension  or  demand  on  their 
behalf  to  any  fevoTB,  All  Uiey  asked  was  equal 
Justioe,  aad  ne  was  quite  as  zealous  that  all  the 
othw  States  should  retnn  th^  preaent  number 
of  representatives,  as  that  Massachusetts  should. 
The  question  with  the  Western  States  was,  not 
whether  they  shonld  lose  any  part  of  their  rep- 
resentation, but  how  much  they  should  gun. 
He  did  not  envy  them,  nor  wonld  he  do  any 
thing  to  prevent  their  ino'ease  of  members,  u 
the  number  44  should  produce  that  effect,  he 
had  not  the  smallest  objection.  He  then  pre* 
seated  the  result  of  a  mlonlation,  contramng 
the  effect  of  the  bill,  as  reported,  on  the  States 
from  which  the  members  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee who  reported  it  individually  came,  with 
ita  ^bct  oa  thoee  Statea  who  oooridered  tiwm- 
selvee  aggrieved.  He  found  that  there  were 
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00  the  committee  one  sentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, cue  from  PenuBjIraaia,  two  from  New 
York,  one  from  Ohio,  and  one  from  Muoe. 
Dividing  the  popaUtion  of  those  States,  respec- 
tively, by  48  as  ft  common  ratio,  be  found  the 
nsnlt  to  be,  that  TenneBsee  would  bare  one 
repreaeiitative  for  ere^  48,097 ;  Pennsylvania, 
one  for  every  48,146 ;  New  York,  one  for  every 
49,0S4;  Ohio,  me  fiw  every  49,267;  and  Maine, 
Me  for  eveiT  40,M7.  Bnt  what  wonld  be  the 
oaae  with  ue  StMes  a^^evedt  Maryland 
would  have  (me  representative  for  evur  60,780 ; 
IDuMacbosetts,  one  for  every  60,867 ;  Eeatocfcy, 
one  for  every  61,819;  Georgia,  one  for  every 
68,726;  New  Hampshire,  one  for  every  68,865 ; 
and  Vermont,  one  for  every  66,181. 

Mr.  Babbtow  said  that  as  the  gentleman 
from  Hassachasetts  (Mr.  Adams)  bad  gone  into 
a  calenlation  to  show  that  the  committee  who 
reported  the  bill,  (of  wbiob  he  had  the  honor 
to  be  a  member,)  were  aotoated  by  improper 
motives,  he  oonndered  it  his  doty  to  rq>el 
every  aodi  iiistnuation.  [Here  Hr.  Adams  ex- 
plained, and  and  he  meant  no  impeaohmeat  of 
the  committee.]  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chnsetta  disclaims  uiy  intention  of  impeaobing 
the  motives  of  the  committee,  bat  the  genUe- 
num  oertfunly  did  not  go  into  an  arithmetical 
oaloolation  to  show  that  the  States  which  had 
members  on  the  committee,  with  the  exception 
of  Louisiana,  had  a  greater  representation  given 
them  in  the  bill,  at  the  ratio  re^rted  by  the  com- 
mittee, in  proportion  to  their  popol^on,  than 
any  wker  States,  and  partioolarly  them,  the 
State  of  Maasaehasetts  and  other  Statea,  whose 
members  were  in  fiivw  of  44,000  as  the  ratio. 
The  inferenoe  to  be  drawn  from  these  calonlft- 
tions  of  the  genti«naD,  could  not  be  mistaken ;  it 
must  be  that  the  committee  were  governed  by 
interested  motives.  SofarasthiBwasinteodedto 
apply  to  the  two  members  who  were  on  that  com- 
mittee, fVom  the  State  he  I>ad  the  honor,  in  part 
to  represent,  (the  State  of  New  York,)  he  tmsted 
he  sbonld  be  abfe  to  show  that  whatever  might 
have  been  the  motives  of  the  other  gentlemen, 
members  of  the  committee,  the  members  from 
New  York  had  no  interest  to  promote  by  the 
ratio  of  48,000.  By  the  ratio  of  48,000,  which 
was  reonnmended  by  the  committee.  New  York 
wonld  have  the  greatest  possible  fraotim  whidi 
she  conld  have  by  any  ratio  which  had  been 
proposed.  There  was  only  one  otiier  ratio  tiiat 
had  ever  been  contemplated,  that  woold  leave 
as  great  a  fraction  for  New  Ywk,  as  46,000. 
That  ratio,  if  the  oalonlations  on  oor  tables  are 
correct,  is  the  ratio  of  62,000,  which  would 
leave  precisely  the  same  fraction.  He  trusted, 
therenjre,  be  had  beea  able  to  show  that  the 
members  of  the  committee,  from  New  York, 
are  clear  of  any  jnst  charge  of  selfishness  in  the 
coarse  they  took  in  the  committee.  It  is  true 
he  did  not  prefer  the  ratio  of  48,000,  being  in 
&v(v  of  one  much  higher.  He  bad  intended, 
heUng  a  member  <d  the  oomnUttee,  to  have 
made  snne  remarks  aa  to  the  merits  of  the 
diflferent  propodtions  whidh  had  been  made ; 
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bat  not  being  accastomed  to  speaking  h«n,  and 
others  ^>peariQg  desiroas  of  being  heard,  be 
had  not  uiought  proper  to  trouble  the  Hoose 
except  in  the  way  of  self-defence.  He  deemed 
it  his  duty,  on  all  occasions,  to  repel  any  inann- 
atioQS  that  might  be  thrown  oat,  which  sboold 
leave  any  impres^o  npoa  the  nunda  of  the 
iHiblio  at  laige,  cx  oi  tb»  members  of  this 
House,  that  h«  was  governed  by  any  motive 
not  honorable  to  lumself^  or  just  towards 
others. 

Mr.  Pout  also  rqilied  to  Mr.  Adams.  The 
ratio  of  48  gave  Loniriana  bnt  one  rwresenta- 

tive  to  67,000  personi^  yet  the  member  from 
that  State  had  been  in  uvor  of  it,  and  was,  in 
fact,  the  person  who  had  moved  it  in  commit- 
tee. If  the  geotieman  had  parsued  hia  cal eola- 
tions a  litUe  farther,  he  wonld  have  fonnd  that, 
at  the  ratio  of  44,  a  representative  from  Via- 
sonri  wonld  have  66,000  constitoenta,  Alabama, 
62,000,  and  Illinoia,  63,000.  Mr.  P.  ftirtlMr 
stated  fliat  the  eflbot  of  48  would  be  to  give  to 
the  NOTthem  section  of  tiie  Union  a  fiw^on  of 
2,141 ;  to  the  Southern  section  <^  3,702 ;  and 
to  the  Western  of  2,240,  while  the  result  of  44 
would  be  to  allow  to  the  Northern  section  a 
fraction  of  1,607;  to  the  Western  of  2,124; 
and  to  the  Southern  of  2,861. 

The  question  waa  thereupon  put  on  striking 
oat  for^-eight  thousand  and  insertmg  forty- 
four  ihouaaod,  and  dedded  in  the  affirmative  by 
yeas  d8— ni^s  06. 


^^nkAT,  I<ebniBry  8. 

Wathinffton*t  GerUmnial  Birtkdajf. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  adced  the  caasiA- 
eration  of  the  following  jdnt  reeohition,  moved 
by  him  some  days  since : 

Rtsolvtd,  That  if  the  Senste  coocnr  herein,  a  jmnt 
committee  of  the  two  Houses  be  raised,  for  the  par- 
pose  vF  inquiring  into  the  eipedleocy  of  celebrating 
the  eentenoial  Urthdsy  of  General  George  Washing- 
ton. 

The  House  having  consented  to  oonndo'  the 
resolution, 

Mr.  Adams  suggested  to  the  mover  to  modify 
his  resolutiim  hj  ^riking  out  the  w«d  "  Gen- 
eral." 

Mr.  Thomas  aocepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  Tatlob  suggested  that  the  reeolatkm  he 
forther  modified,  tu^  striking  ovt  the  vtvds  if 
the  Swate  oonoor  herein,"  which  was  also  ae- 
cepted  by  the  mover. 

Hr.  Adaib  tboagbt  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  retiuned  Uie  word  "  Qeneral,"  and  in- 
sert before  it  the  word  "M^or,"  so  as  to 
read  "M^jor  General  George  Washington." 
He  oonsidered  tiiis  proper,  because  the  fuse  of 
General  Washington  rested  chiefly  on  bis  mili- 
tary services,  aira  Mr.  M.  moved  uie  alteratiMi 
as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Adaw  aaid  that  he  had  two  motives  tor 
the  BUggertion  he  had  previously  made — ^th« 
first  was,  that  whatever  miglit  be  the  eadmate 
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of  Qraeral  WaBbington'B  chftracter,  formed  hj 
the  WOTld  at  large,  his  own  opinion  was,  that 
hie  servioes  to  the  ooontrj  in  a  eivil'  oatiaoil7 
were  qnite  as  important,  and  as  wortbj  of  ooni- 
memoration,  as  hit  militair  aohievementa.  If, 
tb^  the  reaolution  bhonld  be  so  framed  as  to 
hftva  rcfovnoe  <xil7  to  his  militarj  serrioea,  its 
effect  would  be^  so  fiv  as  the  resolnttoa  was 
oonoemed,  to  oot  off  ooe-half  of  his  merit — his 
•ooimd  numve  w«  to  ^to  the  reBolntl<«  sim- 
plioi^.  tht  rimi^e  name^  "  Qeo^  Washing- 
ton," exproasod  more  than  if  it  wore  aocom- 
puied  mth  a  wbcde  Ttdome  of  tiflei^  dvil  or 
military. 

Ifr.  Ad&ik  mide  a  nplj ;  no  part  ctf  which 
oould  be  beard. 

The  Speaker,  not  baring  heard  the  gentle- 
man, inquired  whether  he  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment ;  to  which  question  he  was  understood  as 
replyiog  in  the  «nlnnatiTe. 

On  tho  motions  of  ICr.  Tatlob  ud  Hr.  Ho- 
oAM,  the  phraseol(^  oi  flie  refldatini  waa 
amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

JtuolMd,  That  a  joint  eommlttee  of  the  two 
Houses  be  anxdotad,  for  the  pnrpose  oTmaUng  »r- 
ranaementa  for  the  oelehrstion  of  the  ceatewiial 
birudaj  of  Geot^  Wssbingtoo. 

In  ^ich  f<Hm  it  was  adopted  almost  anani- 
monsly ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WioKLim,  it 
waa  referred  to  a  committee  of  twenty-four, 
one  member  from  each  State. 

[The  following  gentlemen  composed  the  oom- 
mittee  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Bepreaenta- 
tives^  tIz: 

Hr.  Tnoufl,  of  LoolBiagia,  lb,  AmnnaoH,  of 
lUniL  Mr.  HoBBUD,  Hr.  Adakb,  llr.  Btrom, 
ICr.  HuHTuroTOir,  Ur.  Huht,  Mr.  Oambueuko, 
Hr.  L.  OoNDiOT,  Mr.  Muhlenbxbo,  Mr.  Miuj- 
OAK,  Mr.  HowABD,  Mr.  MoOot,  of  Virginia, 
ICr.  Hau,  of  North  Oarolina,  Mr.  Dutton, 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Oeoi^  Mr.  Wioklur,  Mr. 
Bbll,  Mr.  VuTos,  Mr.  Boon,  Mr.  Pltthbib,  Mr. 
I>inroAir,  Mr.  Out,  Mr.  Aaaui.] 


TuBBDAT,  Fehmaiy  7. 
Afportionmeat  BiU. 

Tlie  qnestun  waa  still  on  Mr.  Hubbud*s 
motion  to  fix  the  ratio  at  44,000. 

1&.  Wathocoh  said  he  had  intended  to  ^ve 
a  silent  vote  on  the  question  under  discnssioo, 
but  the  peonliar  ciroamstanoes  in  which  he  had 
fannd  mmaelf  placed,  induced  him  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  House,  while  he  stated  the 
reasons  of  the  several  votes  which  he  had  ^ven, 
and  die  principles  which  oompelled  him  to  stand 
alone  as  respected  his  own  delegation.  He 
should  do  this  as  oonoisely  as  possible,  not  in 
the  hope  of  enlightening  the  House,  or  changing 
the  fioid  vote  of  any  gentleman  on  this  floor ; 
but  rather  with  tbe  view  of  making  himself 
dlBtlnotlr  nnderatood  aa  well  here,  among  bis 
honorable  oolleagnes,  for  whose  opinions  he  en- 
tert^oed  the  highest  regard,  as  athmne,  among 
those  who  were  insfelT  entitled  to  be  iufiwmed 
TohXLr-87 
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of  his  senUmenta  upon  all  great  topics,  aad  of 
the  particular  grounds  he  took  in  reference  to 
the  very  important  one  now  before  Hm  House, 
in  which  he  oocoelred  them  to  be  so  deeply 
concerned. 

In  the  humble  view  I  take  of  this  matter,  I 
deem  it  important  that  this  the  popnlar  bnmeh 
of  Hm  Government  ahonld  be  mereased  to  its 
utmost  bnstneas  limits,  before  any  partial  ex- 
pression can  or  ought  to  be  taken,  particolarly 
on  this  floor,  of  the  unsoundness  or  inexpediency 
of  the  prineiple  of  increase.  It  is  nnqnestion- 
able  that  this  Inerease  most  take  place  at  a 
period  of  time  not  very  remote,  to  an  extent 
much  greater  than  that  now  called  for  by  the 
amendment  proposed — that  it  will  reach  even 
donble  that  number,  even  within  the  probable 
^pration  of  the  lives  of  many  honorable  mem- 
tiers,  now  within  these  waUs,  I  can  have  no 
doubt.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  better  that  this 
great  experiment  oi  representative  Gtovem- 
ment  shonld  be  fldriy  tried,  now,  while  our 
blessed  oonntrr  is  in  a  state  ot  cnnparative  in- 
nooenoe  and  wtnel  Is  It  not  better  that  it 
should  commence  now,  under  the  most  &vor- 
-able  ciroomstanoes,  and  progress  gradually  with 
the  increase  of  our  population,  the  enlargement 
of  onr  interests,  ana  Uie.growth  of  mental  im- 
provement throngbont  our  land  f  Or,  ^r,  shall 
we,  acting  under  a  fatal  illusion,  consent  to 
postpone  this  increase  to  a  period  when  licen- 
tionsness  shall  have  in  some  measure  displaced 
that  sober  sense  of  liberty  whi<^  now  oharao- 
terixea  onr  people!  Vhen  the  bright  light 
whidi  has  nitowto  illnmed  the  paUi  of  onr 
public  oonndls  shall,  perh^is  in  the  too  natnral 
coarse  of  events,  have  faded  and  become  dim 
as  it  recedes  from  that  immortal  source  from 
whence  it  first  drew  its  existence?  Vntea 
avarice  shall  have  corroded  the  hearts  of  our 
countrymen,  and  expelled  the  elevated  spirit  of 
patriotism  which  actuated  our  forefathers! 
Or  the  love  of  power,  almost  the  first  principle 
developed  in  oar  infancy,  and  in  nations  as  in 
individuals,  manifesting  itself  in  a  due  ratio 
with  the  means  to  grat^  it,  shall  have  turned 
the  minds  of  men  from  the  pure  and  simple 
contemplation  republican  int^^ty!  Or, 
until  ambitim.  whether  of  a  ciTU  or  miUtuy 
diaraeter,  shall  hate  infiised  its  poison  Into  Uw 
body  politic  !  Or  the  increased  means  of  Inxn- 
rioufl  indulgence  shall  have  enervated  the  mhids 
and  debased  the  characters  of  our  youth,  and 
disqualified  them  fox  that  career  of  public  use- 
fulness which  is  now  open  to  all  of  them! 
Then,  too,  when  added  to  other  evils,  the  spirit 
of  dissension  shall  reign  paramount,  and  place 
insuperable  bars  to  the  union  of  men  to  effect 
any  laudable  design  whatever.  I  trust  not, 
air.  I  think  it  wUl  hardly  be  contended  that 
this  is  the  course  it  becomes  ns  to  adopt.  The 
people  have  placed  ns  here  as  sentinels  upon 
the  great  bulwark  of  their  liberties.  And,  sir, 
they  will  expeot  at  onr  hands  the  flstaUiabment 
<^  every  niarant^  by  which  those  Ubflrttea  oaa 
beseowed. 
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Bat,  said  Mr.  W.,  not  only  is  the  present  in- 
crease expedieot.  I  consider  it  a  iiositire  ne- 
cessity arising  from  oar  form  of  GoTemment, 
and  parely  incidental  to  the  expaosioD  of  our 
population,  and  of  the  vast  interrats  ioTolved 
tfaereio.  It  vas  aptly  and  profirandly  remarked 
by  the  honorable  gentieman  from  North  Oaro- 
lina,  (Hr.  Wnxiuu,)  that  tiie  bill  before  the 
House  ioTolved  the  fbodamental  principles  of 
oar  QoTemment,  and  as  anch  it  ought  to  be  ap- 
proached. I  agree  altogether  wi^  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  and  as  such  only  can  I  consent 
to  approach  It  In  vain  have  I  endeavored  to 
discover  a  single  argument  calcnlated  to  in- 
validate this  position  of  the  fiieods  of  alow 
ratio.  Objections  have  been  urged  against  in- 
crease, arising  from  the  form  and  construction 
of  this  Hali.  I  agree  with  my  honoraU^ 
friend  from  North  Carolina,  (if  by  that  title  he 
will  allow  me  to  oall  him,)  that  it  would  be 
brtter,  far  l>etter,  to  leTel  this  q>lendid  edifice 
to  the  ground,  rather  than  let  it  stand  an 
obstacle  In  the  way  of  a  fiill  representation  of 
the  whole  people  of  this  tJnicm,  Better,  sir, 
revert  to  the  primeval  simplidty  of  our  Saxon 
ancestors  of  old,  or  our  red  brethren  of  the  far 
West,  and  meet  in  our  "  council  of  wise  men," 
voder  the  broad  canopy  of  heaven. 

The  question  was  taken  on  stritting  oat  forty- 
ei^t  thousand,  and  inserting  forty-four  tfaou- 
saod,  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeaa  88, 
naj»  103. 


WnoraBDAT,  Febmazj  8. 
Seport  on  ths  Tarif. 

Kr.  MoDumm,  from  tiie  OtHnmittee  of  Ways 
■nd  Ueana,  reported  the  fcdlowing  bill : 

A£itl  to  Radueo  tmd  ^iuoHm  tiu  JhOUa  oi^  Im- 
port*. 

St  U  tHodtdf  4e*,  That,  frun  and  after  the 
80th  day  of  June  next,  there  riull  be  lavted,  col- 
lected, and  paid,  on  all  Iron  and  steel,  salt,  sugtr, 
cotton  bagging,  bemp,  flax,  and  manafacturea  of 
iron,  cotton,  and  wool,  imported  into  the  Cnited 
States,  duties  of  tventy-fire  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
and  DO  more,  until  tlie  SOtb  of  June,  1S8S ;  afler 
whidi,  (he  said  dndea  shall  be  eigiiteen  and  three- 
fhnrtbs  per  centam  ad  valorem,  and  no  more,  until 
the  30th  of  June,  18S4;  after  whteb,  the  sud  duties 
shall  be  twelve  and  a  half  per  oentnm  ad  valorem, 
and  no  more. 

And  bf  it  enacttd,  That,  from  and  after  the  80th 
day  of  June  next,  there  shall  be  levied,  collected, 
and  pUd,  on  all  other  marohandise  Imported  into 
the  Uuited  States,  tirdve  and  a  half  per  oentum  ad 
valorem,  and  no  more;  except  such  articles  as  are 
now  imported  free  of  duty,  or  at  a  lower  rate  of  ad 
valorem  duty  than  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum. 

The  above  bill  (which  was  twice  read  and 
committed)  was  accompanied  by  a  report  of 
oonnderable  length.   When  it  was  annonnoed. 

Mr.  InaunoLL  said  he  would  avail  hinuelf  of 
tiie  present  moment  to  state  to  the  House  that  he 
differed  tote  ealo  tmm.  the  ouijority  of  tiie  oom- 


mittee  by  whom  the  report  had  been  made.  It 
was  tme  he  stood  in  a  small  minority  in  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  this  question, 
only  one  gentleman,  tbe  honorable  member  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gujiosb,)  agreeing  with 
him  in  committee  in  rcoard  to  the  protei^vc 
policy  of  the  country.  He  had  heard  tlwreport 
read  but  onoe,  and  nad  no  qpportontty  to  ex- 
amine It  belbre  hs  Introdnotion ;  it  was  a  long 
manasoript  of  some  thirty  paSM)  frirtiia-  time 
would  be  neoeasary  befbre  the  minority  would 
be  able  to  prepare  a  counter  report,  expremng 
their  views,  which  they  intended  to  do  here- 
after. He  considered  the  principles  of  the  re- 
port and  the  accompanying  bill  as  aiming  at  the 
subversion  of  the  manufacturing  interests,  the 
g^eat  mechanical  interests,  and,  he  might  add, 
the  navigating  interests  too,  at  least  so  far  as  the 
fisheries  are  concerned,  for  the  levelling  doc- 
trines put  forth  make  no  distinction  on  the  rate 
of  duties  on  any  kind  of  imports,  however  th^ 
might  bear  on  elthw  of  those  great  interestiTe- 
feired  to :  all  were  brooght  down  to  twelve  and 
a  hdf  per  cent,  tiios  nprooting  the  earliest  and 
wisest  policy  of  the  repnblic.  He  fdt,  ihere- 
fore,  bound,  in  common  with  bis  Mend  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gilmobk,)  to  meet  the  re- 
port with  a  protest  at  its  first  introdnotion  here, 
as  they  had  done  in  the  committee  room,  and 
shonld  reserve  to  himself  and  his  associates 
who  went  with  him,  the  light  of  preaenting 
their  objections  more  in  detau  hereafter,  and  in 
a  more  formal  manner. 

Mr.  VupLAHOK  remarked  that  be,  too,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  ttf  Ways  and  Meao^ 
most  ask  to  be  induced  in  ^  seme  privSen 
whioh  he  bad  jost  c&med  for  one  of^his  our 
leagues  on  the  committee,  and  to  express  his 
own  dissent  from  the  report  just  made  by  dtm 
chairman.  It,  however,  was  his  misfortane  on 
this  occanon  to  occupy  a  nngular  and  sc^itaiy 
position  on  the  committee,  differing  very  widely 
from  tiie  views  of  those  with  whom  be  had 
often  before  acted  on  similar  occasions.  Without 
agreeing  with  the  principles  and  objects  of  that 
minority  who  ably  represented  the  manufactur- 
ing interests.  The  report  made  by  the  idiair- 
man,  and  in  which  the  three  South  era  membera 
of  the  committee  had  concurred  with  him,  oon- 
tained  many  principles  and  arguments  In  which, 
sidd  Mr.  v.,  1  fully  agree ;  bat  I  most  whdly 
protest  agunst  much  of  it,  whieh  represents 
the  great  burden  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  as 
falling  almost  exclusively  in  heay^  taxation 
upon  the  planting  or  cotton  exporting  States, 
vmilst  the  Northern  and  Middle  States  receive 
from  it  notiiing  but  benefits.  I  cannot  assent 
to  any  report  on  this  subject,  wblt^  denies  or 
omits  to  notice  the  heavy  weight  bud  by  an 
extravagant  and  ill-judged  tariff  upon  the  free 
laborer  of  the  North ;  the  effect  produced  in 
^minishing  the  real  reward  and  wages  of  free 
labor ;  to  say  nothing  of  its  operation  upon  com- 
mercial enterprise.  If  I  oonld  think  that  my 
opinions  on  these  and  other  points  on  which  I 
diffined  fimn  niy  ooUeagnes  on  both  sideB  (rf*  the 
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oommittee,  were  in  any  sense  original  or  peoa- 
I  ooald  not  have  thonght  of  mdol^ng  any 
pride  of  opinion,  ^  thns  obtrn^ng  them  npon 
the  Honse.  Bnt  I  am  ctrnfldoat,  that  if  alone 
in  these  viewe  in  the  C(munitteeroom,I  amnot 
BO  in  this  House.  At  any  rate,  I  am  sure  that 
I  express  the  conriotion  of  a  numerona  and  in- 
t^igent  body  of  my  own  immediate  oonstitn- 
ents,  and  of  no  inconsiderable  namber  of  other 
valuable  citizens  of  the  State  I,  in  part,  repre- 
Bent. 

Still  this  report  contuns  much  higher  matter 
— ^mauy  weighty  opinions  and  argaments  lucidly 
and  powerfolly  urged — arguments  that,  if  erro- 
neous, (as  I  tlUuk  they  partly  are,)  are  yet  en- 
titled to  the  most  serious  consideratiw  of  the 
people  of  tbifl  Union,  as  ejpreasing  the  deliber- 
ate and  deep-fdt  oonviotions  of  a  great  body  of 
thdr  brethren.  It  is  for  these  naaona  that  I 
shall,  as  soon  as  it  is  in  order,  move  for  the 

Srinting  of  five  thousand  additional  copies  for 
iatribntiffli.  In  the  mean  time,  I  must  make 
this  personal  protest  as  to  much  of  its  doctrines, 
reeerriug  to  myself  the  right  of  doing  it  here- 
after in  a  more  formal  manner,  by  a  counter 
report,  or  upon  the  floor  of  tliis  House. 

In  renrd  to  the  bill  aecompanyiDg  this  re- 
port, I  feel  it  my  duty  to  add  that  I  did  not 
agree  to  the  expediency  of  introducing  it  in  this 
form,  whatever  I  mwht  have  thought  of  it 
theoretically,  and  under  other  droomstances. 
From  the  low  pointof  final  redoetloD  proposed, 
the  rwidity  of^ reduotion,  and  the  sweeping  ex- 
tent of  ita  operation,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to 
offer  any  satisfactory  basis  for  the  adjustment 
of  that  disturbing  question  which  Uireatens  to 
rend  this  nation.  For  snoh  an  adjustment  I 
had  hoped  at  the  beginning  of  this  session.  I 
still  hope  for  it,  though  oftea  fearing  tliat  I  am 
hoping  against  hope.  Yet  I  do  still  look  around 
jne,  and.  especially  to  some  parts  of  this  House 
— [here  Mr.  V.  appeared  to  address  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures] — with 
the  strong  hope  of  ^et  participating  In  a  course 
of  l^alation  conceived  in  the  spirit  of  peace, 
and  resalting  in  peace.  Until  then  I  must  pro- 
teat  against  being  considered  a  partf  to  any 
measure  or  any  expression  of  opinion  oaloulated 
to  prevent  or  delay  auoh  measures. 

The  report  was  then  or^red  to  be  printed. 

M^ort  on  Steam  Oarrioffet. 

Mr.  MsBOXB,  fi-om  the  Oommittee  on  Roads 
and  Ouials,  reported  the  fiDUowbg  reaolnticm : 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  a  Select  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britiin,  bearing 
date  October  I2th,  1B81,  on  the  use  of  steam  car- 
riages oo  conmoD  roads,  with  the  minutes  of  evi- 
dence, and  appendix  attached  thereto,  be  printed. 

Mr.  SpsiaHT  was  not  disposed  to  cavil  at  aqy 
means  by  which  information  might  be  afforded 
to  the  House ;  but  when  oallea  upon  to  vote 
away  a  portion  of  the  pnblio  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  printing  a  work,  he  thought  it  due  to 
himself^  and  to  those  whom  he  represented,  to 


[H.  or  B. 

ascertain  what  was  the  value  oi  the  work  to 
the  public,  for  which  a  ^hursement  of  the 
puhho  money  was  sou^t  He  should  like  the 
work  in  qaeslioa  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  that 
members  midit  have  an  opportunity  of  exam- 
ining and  ju^ng  for  themselves  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  making  an  appropriation  of  the  pntiUc 
money  for  the  purpose  of  printing  it. 

Ur.  Mbbcbb  said  that  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  report  could  not  be  otherwise 
obUuned  at  an  expense  short  of  three  thousand 
dollars.  It  was  a  proposition  of  the  Oommit- 
tee on  Internal  Improvements,  not  one  of  his. 

Mr.  HowASD  BU^ested  to  the  ^ntleman  from 
Virginia  the  propriety  of  amending  his  motion, 
BO  as  to  have  an  extra  number  of  copies  printed. 

Mr.  HnoiB  aaid  ttuU^  acting  under  the  orders 
of  the  committee,  he  could  not  at  that  time 
dffer  such  an  amendment;  when  the  copies 
ordered,  however,  should  be  supplied,  a  motion 
might  be  made  for  printing  an  extra  number, 
if  gentlemen  thought  proper. 

Mr.  MrroHSLL  was  quite  as  anxious  that  the 
House  should  be  ^ell  informed  on  every  subject 
as  any  ^ntleman  on  that  floor;  buthethouglit 
they  might  as  well  publish  a  book  on  mathe- 
matics at  the  public  expense,  as  the  subject  be- 
fore them.  He  thought  they  could  only  au- 
thorize the  printing  of  such  works  as ^nmg 
immediately  out  of  subjects  before  the  Hoose ; 
and  such  was  not  the  ease  with  the  report  in 
question. 

Mr.  Stibrt  would  oflfer  one  or  two  obser^ 
vationa.  It  was  but  a  week  since  that  the 
Oommittee  on  Foreign  Afiiedrs  had  moved  for 
the  printing  of  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
British  House  of  Parliament  on  the  subject  of 
the  cholera  morbus;  and  a  geotieman  from 
New  York  had  subsequenti^  moved  the  print- 
ing of  a  number  of  extra  copies.  No  gentleman 
had,  on  those  occasions,  objected  to  the  coosti- 
tntionality  of  appropriating  public  money  for 
the  printing  of  worlu  on  medidne  or  nosoli^. 
He  would  not  be  understood  to  place  those 
matters  which  afTeoted  the  health  or  life  of  the 
community,  on  a  parity  with  those  relating  to 
internal  improvements;  botitmnstbeadmitted 
that  every  thing  which  could  facilitate  the  lat- 
ter, was  of  great  interestand  importance  to  the 
whole  ocmmionwealth. 

ApportvmmeTit  BiU. 

The  qnestioQ  depending  at  the  time  of  ad- 
journment yesterday  was  on  strilcing  out  the 
ratio  of  48,000,  and  inserting  45,000. 

The  question  upon  this  amendment  was 
forthwith  taken  without  debate,  and  decided  in 
the  nentive — ^yeas  06,  118. 

Mr.  DonomnQB  moved  to  strike  oat  48,000, 
and  Insert  46,000. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived — yeas  71, 
nays  116. 

Mr.  Vakos  then  moved  44^400  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  ratio  of  48,000. 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Mussachusetts,  tten  rose,  and 
addressed  the  House  as  fbUows : 


AppOT^oimtia  BUI. 
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Hr.  Speaker:  As  this  is  probablj  the  last 
opportunity  which  will  be  afforded  for  ^osent- 
ing  to  tiie  House  ccmriderations  in  behalf  of 
fhoM  States  vhieh  are  aggrieved  hj  tiie  ratio 
of  representation  fixed  in  the  bUl  reported  hy 
the  committee,  I  feel  mjeelf  impelled,  by  an  ir< 
resistible  sense  of  dnty,  to  offer  some  remarks ; 
in  doing  which,  however,  I  promise  not  to  tres- 
pass long  upon  the  indnlgence  of  the  Honse. 

In  the  first  place,  I  would  draw  the  attention 
of  the  HoQse  to  the  hardship  of  the  case  of  t^e 
States  an;rieved.  Some  days  since,  after  a  long 
and  ftiU  cliaoassioD  of  the  qoestioii  between  the 
nmnber  of  48,000  reported  by  the  committee, 
and  of  44,000,  which  will  leave  every  State 
without  curtailment  of  her  representation  upon 
this  fioor,  the  House  dkt  decide,  by  a  vote  of 
ninety-eight  to  ifinety-dx,  In  &Tor  oF  tlie  latter 
number;  a  vote  by  which,  I  did  fiatter  myseU^ 
that  those  who  had  the  power  of  Hfe  and  oeaUi 
in  Uieir  lunds  would  pennit  us  all  to  live— for 
to  take  away  from  any  State  of  the  Union  a 
parted  her  representation  in  this  House,  is  to 
take  frcsn  her  a  part  of  her  1^. 

Tb6  next  day,  however,  a  respected  member 
from  Pennsylvania,  for  whose  vote  I  had  felt 
grateful  the  day  before,  moved  a  reconmderatton 
of  that  vote ;  I  took  the  liberty  to  inquire  what 
were  his  reasons  for  moving  ^at  reconsidera- 
tion ;  he  answered  that  it  was  because  there 
were  members  present  who  had  been  absent 
tiie  day  bef[ffe,  and  who  wished  fbr  an  oppor- 
tunity to  vote  upon  the  questifm.  They  did 
vote,  and  tiie  deonon  of  the  preceding  day  was 
roTened  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  to  ninety- 
four.  But  observe,  sir,  that  the  number  of 
Toters  was  precisely  the  same.  If  these  new 
members  had  come  in  to  vote  the  second  day, 
there  was  an  equal  number  who  had  voted  the 
day  before,  and  who  were  then  absent ;  so  that 
we  had  not  only  to  contend  with  the  new 
comers,  but  lost,  by  absenoe,  votes  which  had 
been  given  for  us  the  day  beiore.  We  also  lost 
two  votes  from  Pennsylvania,  which  had  been 
wiUi  na  Hm  preoedlng  day,  but  were,  on  the 
reoondderallon,  against  ns.  The  deomm  of 
the  qnestiw,  then,  is  in  Oie  will  of  Pennsylva* 
nfa.  To  her  were  the  anrieved  States  in- 
debted for  the  decidon  in  ^eir  favor  ■  to  her 
must  they  attribute  the  reversal  of  that  decision. 

In  the  del)8te  of  the  day  upon  which  we 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  carry  the  ratio  of  44,000, 
I  had  taken  the  occasion  to  remark  the  singular 
ooinoidence  between  the  composition  of  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  the  bill,  and  the  number 
of  48,000  fixed  as  the  ratio  of  the  representation 
in  it.  The  churman  of  the  committee  is  a  citi- 
zen of  the  State  of  Tennessee.  There  were  on 
the  oommittee  one  member  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  two  from  New  Toik,  one  from 
Ohio,  one  fhnn  Maine,  and  one  from  Loniraana. 
These  six  States  have  now  ninety-three  members 
on  t^is  floor,  while  the  six  States  specially 
injured  by  the  ratio  reported  in  the  bill,  New 
Hunpahire,  Uassacfausetts,  Yennont,  Maryland, 
Qeoi^  uid  Kentneky,  hare  only  fiily-fonr 


members.  The  two  States  of  New  Ycafk  and 
Pennsylvania  alone  have  sixty  membet*— dix 
more  than  the  aggregate  number  at  tbe  six  in- 
jured States.  Recurring  again  to  tbe  mio  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  it  will  1w  seoi  that  to 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  there  is  scvcdy  aay 
difiisrence  betweai  the  ratio  repented,  and  thst 
now  proposed  in  its  stead ;  nor  is  there  moj 
material  differmce  to  the  States  ot  Kev 
York,  Ohio,  and  Maine.  But  with  tbe  State  of 
Tennessee,  to  which  the  chairman  of  tbe  com- 
mittee belong  and  with  the  State  of  Peausrl- 
vania,  of  which  one  member  of  the  oomminee 
is  a  citizen,  the  case  is  not  tbe  same.  So  pe- 
culiarly adapted  is  the  reported  number  (tf  48,- 
000  to  the  returns  of  the  census  from  those  two 
States,  that  it  ^ves  to  Tennessee  thirteen 
members,  with  a  population  of  6S6,S68 ;  and  to 
Massadinsetts  (mly  tivelve  memben^  vitli  a 
popnlatlcMi  of  610,407.  ItgiveatoPaiiMiylnBia 
twenty-eight  members,  one  for  evwy  48,145 
souls  in  the  State,  and  to  Vermont  only  Hts 
members,  or  one  for  every  66,131  sonLi.  b 
this  what  the  conslitntion  prescribec — a  repr*- 
sentation  according  to  numbers  I  The  ^ate 
of  New  York  did  not  carve  for  hersd£  There 
is  little  difierence  between  the  two  numbers  to 
herj  and  we  find  her  members  on  this  fioor 
voting  diversely  u^n  tbe  qoestioiiB  which  have 
arisen.  But  how  is  it  with  PenDsylTanU,  now 
the  dietatoreas  of  this  apfKHticnmintt  Sbe 
has  twoity-idx  members  <m  Uiis  floor.  "With 
one  w  two  exceptions,  she  has  TOled  Ib  aolid 
phalanx  against  ns.  One  ol  her  Bemben, 
(Colonel  Watmocoh,)  indeed,  has  Tmifrrnnly 
voted  in  fikvor  of  the  injured  States.  He  cave 
ns  yestoday  his  opinions,  in  a  manner  to  which 
the  House,  and  I  trust  the  nation,  will  do  Jus- 
tice. Whatever  the  efi^t  of  the  vote  now  to 
be  ^venmay  be,  his  opinions  were  delivered  ia 
a  manner  honorable  to  hims^^  and  which  wiD 
reflect  honor  upon  bis  constituents.  Then  was 
no  selfish  or  oontractod  principle  of  exehisve- 
ness  in  his  system;  it  was  founoed  on  tiie  pnrest 
basis  ci  repablioaniim — an  those  i»indpwt  ol 
oonoUiatioQ  and  of  mutual  ooneearion  which 
ondit  to  govern  all  tbe  councils  of  tlila  Cmo^ 
and  oi  wUch  we  have  more  Hian  ercr  seed 
this  time.  With  that  exoepticMD,  and  <»e  n»i^ 
yielded  for  (me  day,  and  then  decisiTe  in  our 
favor — ^but,  I  lament  to  say,  tbe  next  day  with- 
drawn, wi^  like  but  oppoate  efl^ — with  one 
or  two  of  these  exceptions,  PennsylTania  hie 
moved  in  scdid  column  to  sustain  the  ratio 
which  suits  herself^  and  which  is  ao  uneqnaltr 
oppresfflve  on  ax  of  the  smaller  States  of  tiw 
Union.  I  do  not  mean  to  complun  of  tbe  hw- 
orable  membus  fimn  Penn^lvaaia.  I  merely 
state  and  lammtthe  fsot  A^havedcNibtleaB 
done  what  they  oonnder  to  be  thor  duty.  As 
the  representaUva  of  a  portiai  of  tbe  peo^  erf 
a  State  which  at  tiie  first  orgwDixation  this 
Government  had  a  representanon  in  this  House 
of  numbers  equal  to  hers,  now  reduced  and 
divided  into  the  condition  of  a  small  State,  I 
observe  with  no  invidious  fe^ng  that  swelliQg 
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tide  of  prosperity  which  has  jieliled  bo  laive  an 
inoreaae  to  tier  repreaeatation  here ;  bat  u  the 
effect  of  that  increase  is  to  be  what  we  are  now 
witnessing,  I  ask  gentlemen  to  consider  what 
the  condition  of  the  smaller  States  of  the  Union 
will  be.  Once  in  every  ten  years  to  have  the 
apportionmeot  of  their  representatire  nambers 
fixed  with  extreme  partiality  and  ineqnality  by 
one,  or  certunly  by  a  combinaMon  of  two  of 
the  largest  States  I  What  for  hutance,  coold 
resst  tne  oomUnatkm  of  the  two  States  of 
PennsylTanis  and  Hew  York,  even  now  retom- 
ing  fAt^  votes  in  this  Hoose,  to  establish  any 
ratio  of  representation  which  shoold  precisely 
enit  themselves,  and  at  the  same  time  favor  one 
portloQ  of  the  smaller  States,  to  the  grievoos 
oppression  of  another  f  If  this  example  shonld 
now  be  set,  how  much  more  at  the  mercy  of 
those  States  will  the  rest  be,  with  their  in- 
creased  preponderance  at  the  next  apportion- 
ment ten  years  hence ;  and  how  can  the  smaller 
States  expect  ever  to  obtun  relief? 

Kr.  CovLTBB  replied  at  some  IraigUi,  and 
■abmltted  his  reasoiu  for  redsting  the  appeal 
of  Hr.  AoijfB,  and  for  offpoting  the  amend- 
ment. 

ytr.  Out  and  Ur.  Polk  also  opposed  the 
amendment,  and  Mr.WATmfHr.  Lbtohxb,  Kr. 
Cabsost,  and  Ur.  Slips  advocated  it. 

At  length,  after  loud  calls  for  the  question, 
the  qaestion  was  taken — ^yeas  97,  nays  S7. 

The  House  being  ei)aally  divided,  the  Speaker 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  decided  the  ques- 
tion in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Kr.  Tatlob  then  rose,  and  said  there  had 
been  no  opportunity  for  taking  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  a  ratio  larger  than  that  reported  in 
the  bin,  and  to  get  at  that  olgeot,  he  nuved  to 
reoommittheUntoaSeleetOonmiittoe,  with  in- 
stmotions  to  strike  out  the  ratio  of  44,400,  and 
insert  68,000.  Thia  ratio,  he  said,  woold  ^ve 
the  least  posrible  increase  to  the  present  nomber 
of  representatives,  nunely,  one  member. 

Kr.  Bbigos  moved  an  adjournment.  Lost- 
yeas  89,  nays  102. 

Ur.  Tatlob  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  an 
hie  motion,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Kr.  KiTCTBLL,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  renewed 
the  motion  to  a^lonm;  which  was  alw  nega- 
tived. 

The  qaestion  on  the  motion  for  recommit- 
ment, was  decided  in  the  negative—yeas  66, 
nays  129. 


TmiBSDiT,  FebrnazT'  9. 
Steam  Omriaget  en  BtmeU. 

The  motion  of  Ur.  Kbbosb,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Internal  Improvements,  to  print  the 
report  of  the  British  Honseof  Commons  on  the 
sabject  of  the  operation  of  steam  carriages  on 
roads,  coming  np, 

Kr.  Cambbblbxo  thought  that  if  it  were 
proper  to  appropriate  five  thonsand  dollars  an- 
Douly  far  the  purpose  of  a  library  for  the  nse 


tH.  ovB. 

of  Congress,  it  was  equally  proper  to  vote  for 
an  appropriation  which  woold  difltase  informa- 
tion, universally  usefnl,  not  only  amongst  the 
members  of  that  House,  bnt  throughoot  uie  na> 
tion.  He  would  go  as  far  as  the  gentieman 
from  Sooth  Carolina,  who  spoke  upon  this  snb- 
jeot  on  a  preceding  day,  as  to  the  constitutional 
question,  bnt  he  did  not  consider  the  present 
woold  he  an  infringemrat  on  the  principles  of 
the  oonstitotion,  ifthe  annual  vote  of  five  thon- 
sand dollars  for  tike  lAbruy  of  Congress  was 
not  so  couUdered. 

Kr.  KiTOHBLL,  of  Sooth  OaroUna,  siud  he  had 
not  objected  to  the  oonstitotionality  of  tiie 
proposition,  hut  to  its  expediency.  He  was  as 
great  an  advocate  for  free  trade  as  the  gentie- 
man from  New  York  was  for  internal  improve- 
ments ;  but  he  should  not  feel  himself  justified' 
in  calling  on  that  House  to  appropriate  money 
for  the  printing  of  a  work,  containing  an  ex- 
position of  the  advantages  of  free  trade.  And 
what  was  tiie  work  before  them  hot  a  work  on 
mechanics? 

Ur.  Dbatton  was  willing'  tiiat  the  same 
ooorse  should  be  porsaed  as  to  the  present 
work,  which  was  adopted  as  to  others  imporfeed 
from  the  other  side  of  the  water.  He  woold 
vote  to  put  it  in  the  librwr. 

Kr.  Mkboeb  hoped  that  i^  he  oonld  show  that 
gentiemen  had  wholly,  misconceived  the  merits 
of  the  proposition,  they  would  assent  to  the  ■ 
motion  to  print  the  docnment  before  them. 
That  House  was  freqnentiy  called  opon  to  de- 
cide betwixt  the  propriety  of  oonstmeting  a 
road  or  catting  a  canal ;  the  report  in  qaestion 
would  aid  them  in  such  decision.  He  woold 
forther  state  that  tiiere  was  not  another  copy 
of  the  document  In  the  United  States;  nor 
conld  anotiier  be  obtained  before  the  oondonon 
<^  the  present  sesriou.  He  hoped  this  wrald  be 
a  su£9oient  answer  for  all  tiie  ol)Jeetions  which 
had  been  proposed. 

Ur.  Davis,  of  Kassaohnsetts,  conceived  the 
subject  of  land  transportation  oy  steam  to  he 
one  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  nation. 
They  had  seen  the  aunost  incredible  effects 
which  it  had  prodoced  on  water  carriage,  and 
there  was  reason  to  believe  it  woold  he  foond 
still  more  powerful  by  land.  If  the  transmis- 
sion of  intelligence  from  one  part  of  the  country 
to  the  other  could  be  facilitated,  whether  re- 
garded as  to  its  advantages  in  the  Btat^  of  war  or 
of  peaoe,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Qovemment  to 
lend  its  aid  to  sooh  a  porpose. 

Kr,  Barn  WILL  rose  to  point  out  a  difference 
in  the  present  case,  and  the  one  formerly  re- 
ferred to  by  a  gentleman  from  Kassaohnsetts, 
(Kr.  Evbbbtt,)  that  of  a  report  printed  at  the 
request  oi  the  Committee  on  foreigo  Affairs, 
on  the  subject  of  the  cholera  morons.  That 
request  had  arisen  from  a  memorial  referred  to 
them  on  the  sabject.  He  thought  gentiemen 
could  not  avoid  seeing  the  distinction  betwerai 
that  case  and  the  present  He  had  always  ex- 
pressed his  ahhorroice  that  members  of  that 
House  ihoold,  by  their  own  vote^  «o^T  Hmoi- 
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Belves  with  libraries.  What  was  the  effect  of 
the  present  motii»i  bnt  to  snppl;^  them  with  an 
additional  volume  I  It  might  be  that  some 
members  oon^dered  their  oonstituents  as  amplj 
oompensated  br  Uie  additional  wisdom  the/ 
thos  attuned ;  but  having  neither  enericmoed 
It  in  his  own  ease^  nor  noticed  it  in  the  action 
of  that  Honse,  he  oonoeived  It  his  datj  to  vote 
against  the  ^nponAaa  to  print  the  report  on 
the  table. 

llr.  Folk  here  made  an  Ineffectual  motion 
that  the  Home  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  DxAKBOEH  followed  In  support  of  the 
resolQtion  to  print,  and  enlarged  on  the  impor- 
tance to  the  whole  oommonity  of  the  information 
contained  in  the  report 

*  Ur.  WioKum  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
HoQM  would  proceed  at  once  to  vote  upon  the 
IHwpodtion. 

Mr.  MoDcim  the  only  oneetion  ap- 
peared to  be  bow  the  Home  shonla  get  tiio  in- 
ibmution.  For  hia  own  ^art,  be  ^r.  MoD.) 
thought  that  if  they  were  to  baTe  it,  they  bod 
better  obtain  It  Urom  their  own  winter,  than 
import  books  from  abroad  to  fill  the  Ubraiy 
of  Confess. 

Mr.  MiTOOXLL,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  moved  an 
amendment,  to  add  the  words,  *'  that  at  any 
such  time  as  may  be  expedient "  the  i^ting 
might  be  ordered. 

Mr.  L.  OoNDioT  moved  tbeprevionsqneation, 
which  being  snst^ed,  the  amendment  was 
oat  off;  ana 

The  question  upon  agreeing  to  the  reedntion 
was  takoi  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  deddedin  the 
affirmative — yeas  180;  nays  61. 

Afpertionmmt  Bill. 

The  Honse  resuned  the  consideration  of  tiie 
bill  to  fix  the  ratio  of  representation. 

Mr.  Cut,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  4  and  inserting  7, 
BO  as  to  read  47,800. 

Mr.  MmoBu,  went  into  a  statement  of  the 
votes  yesterday  on  the  ratio  of  44,400,  and  of 
the  known  sentiments  of  certain  of  the  ab- 
sentees, to  abow  that  a  m^ority  of  the  whole 
House  was  In  &vor  of  that  ratio,  and  that  it 
was  not  fidr,  therefiH^  to  press  the  ratio  of 
47,800  to-day,  when  from  variooa  oanses  the 
House  mi|jht  be  dlflGsrently  composed,  and  not 
enmsB  its  tme  sense. 

Mr.  Folk  argued  to  show  the  fallaoy  of  en- 
deavfwing  to  satisfy  every  State,  as  it  was  now 
plain  that  as  fast  as  one  State  after  another  was 
yidded  to,  it  held  ont  indacements  to  others  to 
attempt  still  farther  changes  to  accommodate 
them,  and  thos  removed  each  snccessive  dewsion 
as  far  as  ever  from  satisfying  all. 

Mr.  OuTTON,  of  Oeor^a,  stated  bis  desire  to 
offer  an  amendment,  the  substance  of  which 
was  that  each  State  which,  under  the  ratio 
adopted,  sbonld  have  a  fraction  equal  to  half 
the  number  <tf  the  ratio,  should,  for  such  frao- 
tion,  be  entitled  to  an  additional  member.  He 


was  confident  he  could  show  to  the  House  that 
such  a  provision  was  not  forbidden  by  the  con- 
stitution ;  and  be  tliought  it  would  reconcile  all 
the  existing  difficulties  in  fixing  the  ratio ;  hat 

The  Speaker  decided  the  propontion  to  be 
not  now  m  ordw. 

The  qnestion  waa  then  put  on  Ur.  Out^ 
amendnwBt  fi>r  47,800,  and  was  deeded  in  the 
negative— yeas  Bi,  nays  111. 


MoiTVAT,  February  IS. 
WathiTtffton^i  SemainM. 
Mr.  Thokis,  of  Louisiana  from  the  joint 
committee  of  the  two  Houses,  appointed  to  re- 
port on  the  subject  of  the  centennial  anniTK-- 
sary  of  the  birthday  of  George  Washiugton,' 
mode  a  report,  (the  same  as  tiut  made  to  the 
senate  on  the  same  day,)  accompanied  by  tits 
following  resolutions : 

Bfolvtd  &y  tlU  8umU  mid  Sum  ttf  Jbpmnte- 
HvtM  of  tk4  Unittd  jSbrtn  ^  Anuriea  i»  Comgnu 
atttmoUd,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTca  be 
hereby  authorited  to  make  appUcaUon  to  John  A. 
WaahinstoD,  of  Hount  Venioa,  for  the  body  of 
Oeorge  Ws^ington,  to  be  removed  and  depoated 
in  the  eapitol,  at  Washington  ci^,  fan  emfonsAtj 
with  the  resolodon  of  Congren  of  die  S4th  Decem- 
ber, 1709 ;  and  that  if  they  obtain  the  reqniaite  con- 
sent to  the  removal  thereof,  they  be  fiirther  author- 
ised to  cause  it  to  be  removed  and  deponted  to  the 
oa[4tol,  on  the  S2d  day  of  February,  1882. 

Jiuelved,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
^leaker  of  the  House  of  Representalires  be  abs 
authorised  to  prescribe  the  order  of  sueh  cereroooies 
as  they  may  deem  suitable  to  the  occasion,  of  the 
inteiment  of  the  body  of  George  Waahington,  in  ttie 
caidtol,  on  the  day  above  me&Lioaed ;  and  that  the 
two  Housea  of  Consresa  will  attend  and  aant  In 
the  performance  of  those  ceremonies. 

Mr.  Thomas  observed  that,  according  to  the 
ordinary  rules  of  the  House,  the  resolution  was 
reqmred  to  lie  for  one  day  upon  the  table;  bntis 
the  time  remtuniug  for  its  execution  was  short, 
it  woiUd  be  proper,  if  the  House  acted  upon  it 
at  all,  to  do  so  immediately,  and  he  therefOTS 
hoped  that,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  resolu- 
tion would  now  be  taken  up,  and  acted  upon. 

The  sogsestion  of  Mr.  Thomas  being  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  the  resolution  was  thereupon 
read;  and  the  question  being  on  the  House 
oonourriug  therew  ith, 

Mr.  MoCoT,  of  Vii^nia,  addressed  the  Home 
in  some  remarks,  which,  owing  to  his  remote 
utnation,  and  the  feebleness  of  his  voice,  were 
very  imperfectly  heard.  It  had  been  his  mis- 
fortune to  be  placed  upon  the  committee  who 
had  made  this  report,  and  to  disagree  with  the 
mqority  as  to  its  propriety,  and  the  more  he 
reflected  upon  the  subject,  the  more  he  was 
confirmed  m  his  dissent.  For  what  puipoee 
but  that  of  a  vun  show  were  the  ranains  tA 
Gweral  Wellington  to  be  removed  fimn  the 
place  which  he  had  himself  seleoted  to  receive 
themi  Waa  it  thti  the  cftpHol  would  be  in  the 
place  of  a  vast  marament  ovw  hia  bonest 
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ThU  Tast  motiQtneDt  hod  nearly  been  destroyed 
daring  the  last  war.  That  was  one  reason  why 
lie  Bbonld  be  opposed  to  placing  them  here. 
He  had  another  reason.  If  the  good  people  of 
Vir^nia  bad  wished  that  those  remtuDS  shonld 
be  removed,  they  woald  have  done  it  by  the 
*ath(»ity  of  their  own  State  L^islatnre.  It 
had  been  said  that  Oongress  was  called  to  re* 
deem  the  pledge  which  they  had  given  in  1799 ; 
but  if  that  pledge  was  binding  why  had  it  never 
been  rederaaed  before  now  ?  And  he  would 
ask,  wbere  was  tiie  stopping  place  shonld  Con- 
gress commence  with  celebrating  the  birthday 
of  this  distinguished  individual  ?  It  would  be 
manifest  that  there  conld  be  no  stopping  place. 
It  wonld,  he  supposed,  be  insisted  that  Congress 
were  bound  to  carry  the  resolution  of  179S  into 
full  effect.  But  the  Congress  of  1799  had  set 
many  precedents  which  he  did  not  hold  himself 
bound  to  follow.  Among  others,  the  sedition 
law,  and  alien  law,  and  dmrs  others  which  the 
good  people  of  th«  United  States  were  sot  well 
pleased  mtiL  These  were  flie  reascms  for  which 
he  was  opposed  to  disturbing  the  remains  of  the 
venerable  patriot. 

Mr.  UxBOBB,  of  Yirginia,  rose  in  reply,  and 
said,  that,  as  to  the  pretMdenta  which  had  been 
set  in  1798  and  1799,  he  was  not  responsible ; 
for  so  fitr  as  he  was  concerned,  he  had  been  ad- 
verse to  both  the  obnozions  laws  referred  to  by 
his  respected  colleague ;  but  the  connection  of 
those  precedents  with  the  resolution  which  it 
was  proposed  to  carry  into  effect,  was  quite  too 
remote,  to  make  it  proper  to  refer  to  them  on 
the  present  occasion.  A  more  proper  reference 
would  have  been  to  t^io  unanimity  of  the  vote 
wUoh  passed  without  a  dissenting  vcrioe  at  that 
monmful  period  which  bedewed  this  land  with 
the  tears  of  the  children  of  Washington.  Such 
was  the  universal  srief^  that  every  individual 
in  the  country  sought  some  way  of  giving  ex- 
pression to  it.  It  was  expressed  publicly,  in  sol- 
emn assemblies  of  the  people,  and  in  private,  by 
the  almost  universal  adoption  of  some  outward 
token  of  mourning  in  the  dress  of  both  sezea. 
All  were  onanimons  in  declaring  their  sorrow 
for  the  loss  of  him  of  whom  it  had  justly  been 
said  ituit  he  was  first  in  war,  first  in  peace, 
and  first  In  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.'*  Hr. 
JL  earnestly  protested  against  all  reference  to 
tbs  politics  of  the  day,  which  was  marked  by 
his  untimely  death.  He  called  it  so,  for  it  was 
untimely,  whether  regard  was  had  to  the  age, 
strength,  and  health  of  his  frame,  or  to  the 
interests  and  fondest  wishes  of  his  country. 
Hr.  M.,  however,  had  not  risen,  he  stud,  for  the 
porpose  of  making  these  remarks,  but  to  cor- 
rect his  colleague  in  another  respect — in  a 
statement  which,  if  it  had  been  correct,  would 
induce  him  to  agree  in  opposing  the  resolution. 
WiB  coUeague  had  referred  to  the  wishes  of  the 
peoi^e  of  Viiiginta ;  but  Vinnnia  had  not  been 
unmindAd  of  what  she  owed  to  the  memory  of 
the  greatest  of  her  sons.  In  the  year  1816,  a 
proTO^tion  had  passed  both  brraches  of  her 
Iie^fllature,  to  remove  the  Tenerated  rem^ni 


of  Washington,  and  to  deposit  them  beneath  a 
suitable  monument  in  Richmond ;  but  when 
the  resolution  to  that  effect  had  been  submitted 
to  the  surviving  head  of  the  family,  the  late 
Judge  Buahrod  Washington,  that  gentleman 
entertfuned  the  opinion  that  the  removal  was 
inhibited  by  the  disposiljon  which  Washington 
had  made  of  his  own  remmns. 

Mr.  GoBDON,  of  Virginia,  expressed  hia  deep 
regret  that,  on  an  occasion  like  this,  there 
should  be  any  division  of  sentiment  amongst 
those  who  were  called  to  celebrate  the  birthday 
of  the  most  illustrious  of  our  citizens ;  and  he 
could  not  but  think  that  there  would  have 
been  a  unanimity  more  worthy  of  the  occasion, 
had  not  the  Select  Committee  thought  proper 
to  introduce  a  resolution,  calculated  in  its  very 
nature  to  produce  division.  The  question  it 
involved  had  from  the  beginning  been  an  ex- 
citing and  a  dividing  question,  ^neral  Wash- 
ington had  died  in  toe  bosom  of  his  flamil^, 
after  a  long  lifCt  glorious  to  himself  to  his 
conntiT,  and  to  mankind.  He  had  been  buried 
u^n  his  own  estate,  amidst  his  own  connec- 
tions, by  his  family  and  his  neighbors;  and 
what  was  now  proposed  to  be  done  ?  To  vio- 
late the  sanctity  of  the  grave ;  to  take  his  bones 
from  tiieir  honored  dep<^  and  translate 
them  to  another  spot. 

Mr.  Q.  said  he  Knew  it  had  been  common, 
when  our  heroes  bad  perished  in  foreign  lands, 
to  redeem  their  bones  by  a  national  act  from 
the  estrangement  into  which  they  had  been 
accidentally  thrown.  But  he  suspected  that 
the  present  was  the  first  intanoe,  when  it  had 
been  proposed  or  was  thou^t  of^  to  take  their 
remains  from  the  home  of  the  deceased,  and 
from  his  native  soil.  And  for  whatt  For  a 
monument  to  his  memory  ?  Had  it  not  been 
once  sfUd  of  an  illustrious  foreigner  that  "  all 
Florence  was  his  monument  ?  "  And  might  it 
not  with  equal  truth  and  force  be  asked,  is  not 
this  city  a  monument  to  Washington !  Nay, 
we  might  aslc,  was  not  the  entire  country  his 
monument  ?  and  her  liberty  and  happiness  his 
best,  his  noblest  memorial  f  He  must  disagree 
with  one  of  his  colleagues  (Mr.  MsBCBit)  in  the 
sentiment  that  the  removal  of  the  ex-animated 
bones  of  the  patriot  would  have  any  great  effi- 
ciency toward  cementing  the  union  of  the 
States.  The  way  to  cement  the  Union  was  to 
imitate  the  virtues  of  Washington ;  to  remove 
not  hia  body,  but,  if  posrible,  to  transfer  his 
spirit  to  these  Halls.  Qentiemen  could  not 
suppose  that  the  mere  removal  of  his  dust 
would  inftise  into  their  breast  any  higher  ven- 
eration for  his  virtues.  Let  it  rather  be  their 
part,  instead  of  disturbing  his  bones,  each  to 
^  to  the  altar  of  his  countty,  and  swear  to 
imitate  the  example  of  Washington.  Besides, 
there  was  another  aspect  of  the  subject,  which 
though  he  was  sorry  to  advert  to,  yet,  as  a  Vir- 
ginian, he  oould  not  for  his  soul  repress ;  Con- 
gress had  no  right  to  remove  that  dost.  Wash- 
ington bad  given  his  life  to  the  United  States^ 
and  Virginia  r^cnced  to  remember  It.  But  his 
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bonea  belonged  to  her  soil.  Her  Bona  honored 
the  spot  vhere  they  reposed^  and  they  thought 
that  that  was  a  spot  where,  if  anywhere,  union 
and  peace  shonld  ever  dwell.  The  act  proposed 
in  the  resolution  waa  but  a  Tulgar  honor.  It 
degraded  Washington  to  the  measure  of  little 
men,  who  needed  a  monument  to  preserve  their 
name.  Since  the  art  of  printing  had  been  in- 
vented, pUlars  and  mtmunMntB  were  bnt  idle 
records.  Letters  were  the  best,  the  eoduring 
monument.  Thej  held  the  name  and  the  deeds 
of  Washington,  and  would  bold  them  forever; 
and  it  was  vain  to  attenmt  by  an  empty  pa- 
geant, nnohristian  in  its  cnaracter,  and  every 
way  in  bad  taste,  to  add  any  thing  to  WsBbinff- 
ton*6  immortality.  Soob  a  celebration  would 
be  sure  to  dissi^isfy  the  people  of  his  native 
State.  In  a  great  assooiation  of  republics  such 
as  ours,  the  best  and  fairest  competition  was 
this :  who  should  famish  citizens  most  devoted 
to  their  country ;  wjho  should  be  farthest  from 
that  Belfishness  which  degrades  a  patriot.  Let 
■ooh  be  onr  emnlation,  and  let  tne  virtues  of 
Washington  be  set  before  ns  as  our  model.  If 
we  practise  these,  then  will  onr  union  be  im- 
mortal. But  let  not  the  House,  by  separating 
the  remains  of  Washington  fVom  his  own  be- 
loved State,  and  making  them  an  object  of  Uie 
vulgar  gaze,  seek  to  gratify  men  who  could 
never  be  moved  by  a  consideration  of  his  great 
example. 

Mr.  CoKx,  of  Ta.,  said  it  bad  no£  been  his 
intention  to  trouble  the  House  with  any  re- 
marks upon  the  subject,  because  he  was  adverse 
to  a  protracted  debate  on  a  question  where  the 
vote,  he  had  thought,  should  be  both  imme^ate 
ud  nnanlmoos.  His  fteHnas,  however,  had 
oontroUed  that  IntaitkMi,  fbr  ne  conid  not  rec- 
oncile to  Umsdf  sil«)oe  on  snob  an  occasion. 
He  begged  the  Honse  to  pause  in  the  matter, 
and  reflect  upon  the  operation  of  the  resolntion 
upon  the  feelings  of  Virginia,  before  it  came  to 
a  determination  to  remove  the  mortal  remains 
of  Washington  from  the  last  home  which  those 
renuuna  had  found  in  the  soil  of  that  State. 
He  would  b^  them,  in  language  of  the  most 
earnest  supplication,  not  to  give  their  sanction 
to  the  proposition.  For  his  own  part,  he  could 
Boaroely  give  utterance  to  his  neliogs  in  re- 
gard to  it.  He  felt  as  if  he,  as  a  "^i^ginian,  and 
tiie  State  of  which  he  was  a  native,  were  on 
tiie  verge  of  loung  something  in  comparison 
with  which  all  the  riches  ciS  the  world  would, 
in  his  and  her  estimation,  weigh  but  as  dust  in 
the  balance,  and  he  be^^  them,  under  the 
influence  of  such  a  feeling,  whilst  the  sad  de- 
cree was  yet  unexecuted,  to  reftun  from  de- 
priving them  of  that  whldi  was  beyond  all 

f trice.  The  proposition  contained  in  the  reso- 
ution  was  to  remove  the  ashes  of  George 
Washington.  That  illustrious  man  was  a  native 
of  Virnnia;  his  life  and  his  services  had  been 
devoted  to  the  oommm  eaose  of  his  country ; 
to  those  swvices,  and  to  that  life,  his  whde 
career  showed  that  tiie  country  was  welcome ; 
bat  he  (Mr.  C.)  implwed  thcon  hi  the  name  of 


God  nt^  to  deprive  the  land  wluoh  bad  given 
him  birtb,  and  which  was  justiy  proud  Si  bis 
virtue  and  renown,  of  the  last  consolation  of 
being  the  depontory  of  his  bonee.  He  b 
tiie  House  to  make  atlowanoe  for  the  fe 
of  Virginia  in  this  matter.  There  were  at 
present  time,  in  the  flag  of  the  oonfederacy,  the 
glittering  stars  of  twenty-four  sovereign  and 
indep«ident  States;  bnt  the  time  mig^t  per- 
haps arrive,  when,  at  somedistant  period,  those 
stars  should  be  dimmed  of  their  uiginal  tuigjMr 
nesa,  and  [neenit  to  the  view  tweoty-fonr  &B|r- 
menta  of  a  ^reat  and  powerfbl  rcraUio,  waning 
the  one  with  the  other.  At  that  lameo table 
time,  then,  he  would  ask  should  Vixf^ia,  in 
offermg  homage  to  the  memory  ci  the  mighty 
dead,  be  forced  to  pay  a  pilgrimage  to  the  re- 
mains of  her  own  son  tlirougb  soenes  of  Mood 
shed  perhaps  by  kindred  hands!  But  why 
sbuuld  it  be  wished  to  strip  Virginia  of  thie 
last  sad  relics  of  him  who  stood  pretadneat 
among  the  wise,  the  virtuous,  the  patriotic,  and 
the  bravef  Virginia  did  not  desire  tbs  re* 
moval  of  his  remiuns  from  her  own  land.  Al- 
ready had  preparations  been  made  to  tran^ier 
his  honored  dust  to  Ridimond,  The  vote  of  a 
Virginia  Legislature  bad  provided  for  this  events 
and  a  fund  had  been  acoumnlated  to  carry  her 
resotations  into  effect.  Why  ahould  Congress 
anticipate  the  wishes  of  those  who  knew  him 
best,  who  most  ^predated  his  worth,  and  who 
were  above  all  others  disposed  to  pi^  honor  to 
him  as  one  of  themselves  t  It  was,  he  repeated, 
the  first  wish  of  Vir^nia  to  eashriiw  his  re- 
mains in  her  own  cwitoL 

Mr.  DsABnosN,  of  Maasaohnsetts^  said  he  had 
been  gratified  hj  the  patriotic  oyporitkn  of 
several  of  the  monbera  from  '^^npnia  to  this 
proposition ;  he  was  not  surprisecT  at  thcdr  re- 
luctance to  part  with  the  remuDs  of  their  de- 
parted hero.  But  whatever  olsim  mig^t  he 
asserted  by  the  State  of  Vir^ia,  it  was  on-- 
tain  that  the  United  States  owed  a  debt  tA 
gratitude  paramount  to  that  of  Virginia.  Those 
who  were  not  citizens  of  Vii^ia,  wished  tiie 
interment  of  those  remains  in  c(»nmon  grooncL 
which  equally  belongs  to  the  whole  United 
States.  We  did  no  wrong  to  Virginia  in  dia- 
chaz;^ng  this  duty  which  had  been  too  long 
postponed.  History  shows  us  no  natioa  that 
has  not  been  ambitions  to  eommemorate  the 
^reat  deeds  of  their  illnstrious  citizens.  There 
IS  no  security  that  Mount  Vernon  will  remain 
the  property  of  the  preset  fiunilj.  Bach  is 
the  state  of  our  laws,  that  it  may  fae  sold  at 
auction,  and  those  sacred  remuns  may  be  pur- 
chased by  a  foreigner.  He  wished  something 
done  that  might  ^eotually  guard  agunst  snoh 
events.  He  wished  those  remains  mi^it  be 
placed  under  the  protection  of  the  whole  na- 
tion. So  far  from  regarding  this  step  as  sacrile- 
gious or  unchristian,  as  it  had  been  termed,  he 
eonridered  it  one  of  the  highest  acts  of  obrie- 
tiani^  and  virtne  to  oonimemwate  the  merits 
(tf  d^[wrted  worth.  A  mmmmaat  wsa  of  no 
ooQseqnenoe  to  Washington.  He  might  have 
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declined  mth  an  honor,  had  he  been  consulted 
daring  bis  lif&  Bnt  does  this  consideration 
abaolve  mt  from  onr  duty  f  It  was  for  onrselves 
and  onr  posterity  that  a  |>ennanent  monament 
•hoald  be  erected — a  point  to  which  onr  chU- 
dren  might  be  instructed  to  look  up,  and  to 
emulate  the  virtue  of  the  man  in  whose  honor 
it  was  established. 

Mr.  £.  GvxBiTT,  of  Massaohnsetts.  I  do  not 
rise  to  make  a  speech  on  this  occasion ;  but  to 
say  a  very  few  words,  chiefly  in  reply  to  the 
gentlanan  irom  Virginia,  (Mr.  MoCot,)  who 
oppoaea  the  passage  of  thu  resolntlon.  One  oi 
his  olfiections  was,  thak  the  reaolotiou  of  170S, 
propouDg  the  ranoval  of  the  remains  of  Wash- 
ipgim  to  the  capit(^  was  one  of  the  bad  preo- 
coNits  Ht  by  the  Congress  of  1799.  i  was 
Tery  sorry  to  hear  such  an  aJlu«on  from  so 
respectable  a  source.  The  geuUeniaa  must 
have  forgotten  that  the  restdntion  of  1799,  in- 
stead of  bein^  one  of  tbe  measures  to  which  he 
allnded,  as  dividing  the  opinions  of  the  coun- 
try, and  on  which  a  minority  of  the  people  dis- 
aented  from  the  m^ority  of  that  Oongrees,  was. 
ft  measure  in  which  that  Congress  was  unan- 
imous. In  a  time  of  as  great  political  excite- 
ment as  probacy  ever  existed,  when  the  par- 
ties in  Oongreas  and  in  the  oonntrr  were  exas- 
perated  ajpuut  each  other,  to  a  degree  never 
surpassed,  if  ever  equalled,  every  member  of 
that  OongresB  gave  hu  vote  for  ^at  resolution ; 
and  it  was  probably  the  caily  snbieot^  in  the 
wide  compass  of  humui  feeling  and  action,  on 
which  th^  Congress  could  have  voted  as  one 
man.  And  yet  the  gentleman  classes  a  resolu- 
tion, thus  passed,  and  for  thepurpose  of  doing 
honor  to  the  memory  of  Washington,  with 
tiioae  meesores  of  a  political  character,  which 
divided  Congress  and  distracted  the  country. 

Bnt  it  is  aaid  we  are  going  to  viidate  the  re- 
poae  c^theidesd ;  to  hrMk  into  the  sepnlohre, 
and  rifle  it  of  its  predons  deport.  Bir,  do  we 
do  any  such  thing  t  Shall  we  not  go  to  that 
vmenited  tomb,  with  every  possible  warrant 
both  of  aothori^  and  delicacy  (  Was  not  tiie 
consent  of  the  consort  of  the  &ther  of  his 
country  obtuned,  at  a  moment  when  her  feel- 
ings were  bleeding  under  the  recent  loss  of  the 
iUuBtrions  partner  of  her  life  f  FortiBed  with 
her  eonsent,  deliberately  given,  and  at  that 
moment,  i^ho  shall  question  the  right  or  the 
propriety  of  the  procedure  f  YioUU^  the  re- 
pose of  the  grave  I  Bir,  we  are  discharging 
towards  that  aaered  depoutory  a  most  im- 
perative duty.  If  there  is  one  darker  spot  in 
the  histoiy  of  this  Union  than  another,  it  is 
that  we  have  left  so  long  unredeemed  the 
solemn  pledge  which  was  ^ven  by  the  people 
of  America,  through  their  representatives  here, 
in  the  first  momenta  of  bereavement.  Violate 
the  repose  of  the  dead  1  Sir,  we  are  going  to 
pay  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  ashes  of  the  fa- 
ther of  his  country,  such  as  the  history  of  the 
world  cannot  match  with  a  parallel.  If  this 
resolation  is  adopted,  and  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
roaiT  the  remaini      onr  beloved  hero  and 
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patriot  fdiall  be  removed  from  Mount  Vemcm 
to  this  capitol,  it  will  be  a  transaction  of  a 
character  of  extraordinary  solemnity,  grandeur, 
and  interest  Such  a  procession  as  will  be 
formed  to  receive  these  sacred  remains,  the 
multitades  of  old  and  young— 'the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  nation,  the  citizens  of  this 
District,  and  of  the  neighboriog  region,  who 
shall  assemble  to  witness  the  awful  spectacle  of 
the  remidns  of  the  father  of  his  country,  on 
their  way  to  their  resting  place  beneath  the 
foondation  of  this  eqiltd-— idl  this,  sir,  will 
nmst^te  a  truuaction  aoexampled  &  the  hlih 
totr  of  the  world  for  its  effbcta  on  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  ihoa»  who  may  take  part  in  it,  or 
witness  it. 

I  agreed  more  with  a  gentieinui  from  VIr* 
ginia,  (Mr.  Cork,)  who  said  he  rose  to  oo-oper- 
ate  with  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Oobdos,)  than  I 
did  with  that  colleague,  who  complained  that 
we  were  goiiig  to  break  in  upon  the  repose  of 
the  grave.  The  gentleman  (Mr.  Cokb)  was 
willing  to  open  the  sacred  portals  of  that  grave, 
and  remove  its  deposit,  not  indeed  to  this  cap- 
itol, but  to  Richmond.  Now,  sir,  I  cheerfully 
adi^t,  that  of  the  tities  of  Virginia  to  the  re- 
spect and  consideration  of  her  uater  Stately  it 
is  among  the  first,  that  she  is  the  parent  of  our 
Washington.  Bnt  let  her  not  foi^t  that, 
though  Washington  was  by  birth  a  native  <a 
the  colony  of  Virgil^  he  Uved  and  died  a  cit- 
izen of  the  TTnited  States  of  America ;  united 
more  by  his  labors,  counsels,  and  sacrifices, 
than  tiiose  of  any  other  individual.  The  sacrea 
remdns  are,  as  the  gentleman  well  said,  a 
treasure  hejond  all  price,  bnt  it  is  a  treasure  of 
which  every  part  of  this  blood-cemented  Union 
has  a  right  to  dmm  its  share. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  MoCot) 
asked,  if  we  begfn  this  way,  where  shall  we 
end  t  Sir,  I  wish  it  might  even  become  more 
difficult  to  aoswer  that  question.  I  vrish  it 
may  even  be  hard  to  say,  where  shall  we  end 
wiOi  these  testimonials  of  respect  paid  to  a 
worth  like  that  of  Washington.  Be  it,  sir,  that 
we  know  not  where  we  shall  end.  I  know 
where  we  ought  to  begin,  and  that  is,  with  the 
man  who  was  "  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and 
first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen."  Sir,  I 
will  begin  with  him.  If,  her^fter,  another 
shall  arise,  who  will  live  like  Washington, 
when  he  dies,  let  him  be  l^d  by  his  side. 

Mr.  TaoHP8o:T,  of  Georgia,  said  that  he  had 
to  perform  what  he  was  apprehmave  would 
by  some  be  considered  an  nnsracions  task ;  for, 
like  the  gentinoan  from  Virgtoia,  (Mr.  MoOot,) 
who  first  addressed  the  House,  he,  too,  was  un- 
fortunate enough  to  be  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee who  reported  the  resolation  now  und» 
consideration.  Unfortunate,  he  said,  because, 
as  he  heretofore  had  been,  and  now  was  op- 
posed to  the  proposition  contained  in  this  reso- 
lution, he  ought,  perhaps,  to  have  asked  to  be 
excused  from  serving  on  the  committee  when 
Ht  was  annonnced.  But,  said  he,  the  novelty  at 
the  pr^KMition,  as  oonneoted  with  the  oenten- 
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nial  anniTeraary  of  the  birthday  of  George 
'Waahington,  was  bo  impoun^  that  it  Bcarcely 
admitted  reflection.  For  Buch  was  the  inten- 
sity of  feeling  eioited  by  the  ocoaslon,  that, 
notwithstanding  a  dissent  to  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  was  distinctly  heard  in  some  parts  of 
the  Hall,  the  impression  was  general  Uiat  the 
vote  was  nnanimons,  and  I  bdieve  was  bo  en- 
tered coi  the  jonraal.  If  feeling  bad  given  place 
to  reflection,  the  proportion  would  have  met 
what  it  has  met  on  mmer  oooarifHia  somewhat 
rimilar,  a  dedded  oppodtion.  I  eipresaed  my 
dissent  in  the  oomraittee ;  bnt  I  tnere  admit- 
ted, as  I  now  frankly  adndt,  that  if  it  eoold  be 
right,  onder  any  ciroomstances,  to  remove  the 
remains  of  the  illnstrions  deceased  from  their 
jvesent  deposit,  I  cannot  conceive  of  an  occa- 
sion more  appropriate  than  the  approaching  an- 
niversary of  his  birth.  Daring  my  service  in 
this  House,  the  proposition  now  under  oondd- 
eraUon  has  been  freqaently  made,  and  it  has 
oniformly  met  determined  opposition  on  fixed 
and  immutable  principles.  The  opposiU<m 
wanted  not  sach  an  occasion  as  now  wprcAches, 
to  Indnoe  it  to  yield.  It  was  foondea  on  jtriu- 
oiples  qnite  dinbrent— oontaderations  ot  higher 
and  paramount  character.  I  will  state>some  of 
tiie  reasons  which  have  heretofore  dictated  op- 
TKwition  to  this  proposition,  and  which  will 
mfluence  my  vote  apon  the  subject.  First, 
then,  that  great  man  in  his  lifetime  pointed  to 
the  spot  intimately  connected  with  the  hiatory 
of  hiB  family  and  of  his  own  glorious  life,  where 
he  desired  his  remains  Bhonld  be  permitted  to 
repose.  This  spot  is  Moont  Yemon.  I  pre- 
sume there  is  scarcely  an  individual  within  this 
Hall,  or  within  the  United  States,  at  all  con- 
versant with  passing  events  and  poliljcal  as- 
pects, who  does  not  feel  oompelled  to  look  to 
the  posaiblUty  of  a  severanoe  oi  this  Union, 
^ideed,  BMDA  proCesi  to  think  tiiat  snob  an 
event  is  probable.  God  forbid.  Uay  this 
Union  be  continued  throuf^  all  timel  Re- 
move the  remains  of  oar  verierated  Washington 
from  their  association  with  the  remaina  of  his 
oonsort  and  his  ancestors,  from  Mount  Yemon 
and  from  his  native  State,  and  deposit  them 
in  this  oapitol,  and  then  let  a  severance  of  this 
Union  ocoar,  and  behold  I  the  remains  of 
Washington  on  a  shore  foreign  to  his  native 
soil.  Again,  in  the  march  of  improvement, 
and  the  rapid  progress  of  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation in  the  United  States,  it  is  probable  that 
cor  settlements  will  not  fmly  extend  to  the 
Rocky  Hoantains,  bat  reach  beyond,  stretching 
down  on  the  Faoific  coast  But  say  that  the 
foot  of  the  Rocky  Uountains  will  form  their 
western  boundary — and  we  may  reasonably 
suppoae  that  this  will  happen  at  no  distant 
period — then  bring  the  great,  the  powerful 
west  to  act  upon  a  proposition  to  remove  the 
site  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  who  can 
donbt  that  a  location  more  central  vrill  be 
found  and  established  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio?  Shall  the  remains  of  oar  Washington 
be  left  amidst  the  mins  of  this  oaplh^  ear* 
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rounded  by  the  desolation  of  this  city  t  Bat, 
sir,  is  no  respect  dae  to  the  rights  and  feelings 
of  his  native  State  ?  Has  not  Yir;ginia  a  ^rigbt 
to  the  possession  of  the  remains  of  her  most  d^ 
tinguished  soa,  of  which  she  cannot  be  prc^ierly 
divested  without  her  consent?  It  is  true  that 
the  fame  of  that  illustrioas  individual  be^coiga, 
nut  only  to  Yirginia,  but  to  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  world;  bnt  Yiiglnia's  interest  is 
more  immediate,  intimate,  and  direct,  and  his 
raniUna  now  lie  enfannbed  within  her  limita. 
Sir,  after  an  appropiiatioa  has  been  made  by 
his  native  State  to  ereot  a  meownmt  to  hia 
memory,  shall  that  State  be  forestalled  by  an 
act  of  this  Government  I  Shall  thoee  grand 
moral  associatioDS  exhibited  in  the  histwy  ot 
his  glorioos  life  and  lamented  death,  be  aercoed, 
by  tearing  bis  remaius  from  the  spot  where  he 
desired  they  should  repose,  at  his  family  seat, 
Mount  Yemon,  by  the  side  of  his  ancestors, 
within  the  limits  of  his  native  Yirginia?  And 
do  not  these  assooiatioiyi  favor  Moont  Yemon 
as  the  most  appropriate  repository  of  the  re- 
mains of  that  great  man  ?  8nr^  I  appeal  to  my 
honorable  coUeagne,  (itt.  Wuin,)  with  whose 
nice  disoiiminating  powers  of  mind,  and  warm 
and  generous  feellDgB,  I  am  well  aoqnaiated, 
and  uk  him,  if,  even  as  a  stranger  or  foreignoTf 
who  had  read  the  history  of  the  life  of  Geoi^ 
Wadiington,  and  had  therefore  felt  an  interest 
in  his  fame,  he  should  be  permitted,  some  cen- 
turies hence,  to  return  to  this  imperfect  state 
of  being,  and  visit  Mount  Yemon,  would  be 
not  be  disappointed,  were  he  not  to  find  the 
remains  of  Washington  associated  with  that 
spot  1  Must  not  only  those  grand  moral  asso- 
ciatioaa  be  severed,  bat  shall  the  remains  of 
the  husband  be  turn  from  the  ride  of  the  re- 
mains of  bis  wilb  t  Every  generous  Jbding  of 
the  heart  revohs  at  the  idea,  ffir,  were  the 
iUnstrloas  dead  pemritted  to  partidpate  in 
baman  concerns,  what  would  the  great  Wash- 
ington, what  would  Mrs.  Wasbiogton  say  to 
this  propoiiition  t  Gould  he  now  press  ba^ 
the  curtain  which  veils  him  from  our  nglit,  and 
stand  confessed  before  us  in  ail  the  m^esty 
of  his  noble  mind  and  person,  would  he,  think 
you,  assent  to  the  proportion  now  under  cod- 
sideration !  Sir,  it  is  imposnble  that  any  can  be- 
lieve that  he  would.  Ajid  is  nothing  due  to  this 
consideration  t  Tee,  surely,  much  is  due  to  it. 
The  second  gentionan  from  Yirpoia,  (Ur. 
Mkrceb,)  who  addressed  the  House  upon  this 
subject,  alluded  to  the  assent  tif  Mrs.  Wadung- 
ton  to  a  transfer  of  the  remains  of  her  decea«ed 
husband  from  Mount  Yemtm  to  this  capitoL 
Will  be  tell  me  on  what  condition  she  gave  her 
assent?  If,  as  the  centieman  allies,  her  con- 
sent was  unqualified,  will  he  allow  me  to  en- 
large the  inquiry  ?  I  find  I  am  forgetful ;  but 
I  have  an  impression  that  I  have  seen,  in  some 
document  connected  with  this  sulyect,  a  con- 
dition distinctly  expressed,  or  strongly  implied, 
that  the  remains  of  those  Ulnstrious  individoala 
should  not  be  separated.  I  know  that  the 
family  relatives  were  ocmanlted,  and  that  then 
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-were  difflonlties  in  loqnirins  their  e<»uent 
Perhaps  the  gmtleman  fttna^^^ida  oan  re- 

firesb  m  J  memory. 

Hr.  Mbrobb  said  he  rose  from  the  ezpreasion 
of  the  wish  of  the  gentleman  for  information, 
and  would  saggest  that  he  had  probablj  con- 
foandeil  the  acts  of  the  Legislatnre  of  Yii^Dia 
in  1816  or  *16,  with  the  letter  of  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington. He  (Ur.  M.)  well  recollected  writing 
the  resolotioa  on  the  snbjeot,  which  was  at 
that  time  submitted  to  the  Ilonse  of  Delegates, 
On  sending  the  resolation  to  the  Senate,  it  was 
amended  adding  Mrs.  Washington,  to  which 
amendment  the  House  assented.  At  that  time 
Judge  Washington  withheld  his  assent  to  the 
removal,  as  had  been  alreadj'  stated.  Dnriog 
the  last  Oongress  a  ^ntleman  from  Maryland 
wrote  to  John  Washington,  now  the  proprietor 
of  Monnt  Temon,  on  the  subject  of  removing 
the  remuns  of  the  General  to  this  city,  who 
replied  that  the  family,  so  far  fivm  objecting 
to  the  removal,  wonid  r^;ard  it  as  a  high  com- 
pliment. 

Mr.  Thomfsob  resumed.  Sir,  ti^e  gentlo- 
maa's  statement  sUU  leares  an  impreanon  on 
my  mind  that  there  la  somewhere  a  condition, 
strong^  implied,  if  not  expressed,  tiliat  the  r&- 
midns  of  George  Washington,  in  their  removal, 
Bbonld  be  accompanied  by  the  remains  of  Mar- 
tha Washington.  But  if  in  this  I  am  mistaken, 
&en  my  objectiom  to  the  proposition  now  be- 
fore OS  are  very  mnch  strengthened ;  for  every 
feeling  of  my  heart  revolts  at  a  proposition  to 
separate  them.  Would  either  of  them,  oould 
they  be  oonsnlted,  consent  to  the  proposed  sep- 
aration 1  Who  oan  consent  to  it?  But  why 
separate  themt  Why  disturb  the  repose  of 
the  tomb  by  a  removal  of  those  remains  to  this 
capitol?  Can  any  thing  which  man  can  do, 
add  to  tiie  fiuue  of  Gtoo^  Washington!  No, 
sir,  he  has  reared  for  himself  a  mminment  more 
durable  than  brass.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts  XsAA  us  that  Mount  Vernon  may  fall 
into  unfoeling  hands,  or  be  disposed  of  nnder 
the  auctioneer's  hammer.  I  should  deplore 
such  an  event ;  but  may  not  this  be  obviated } 
I  have  long  been  of  opinion  that  the  Uuited 
States  ought  to  purchase,  and  consecrate  to  the 
memory  of  Wasnington,  the  ground  where  his 
remains  are  deposited.  It  would  he  an  act 
worthy  the  magnanimity  of  the  United  States. 
There  let  his  remains  repose,  as  associated  by 
his  history,  and  the  histOTy  of  onr  coantry,  with 
his  bdoved  Virginia^Moimt  Vernon,  his  fam- 
ily se^— by  the  ride  of  his  ancestors.  Bir,  In 
veneration  of  the  name,  and  rwpect  for  the 
character  and  fame  of  George  Washington,  I 
yield  to  none.  I  would  therefore  maiataia 
those  grand  moral  associations  wbioh  form,  in 
the  history  of  the  illustrious  deceased,  and  of 
oar  country,  a  feature  so  interesting. 

Mr.  DoDoBiDOK  observed  that  the  statement 
repeated  by  several  of  his  colleagues,  that  Vir- 

finia  did  not  desire  the  proposed  removal,  In- 
uced  him  to  say  that  though  such  an  assertion 
ndght  oomp<Hi  with  their  own  observations, 


they  were  not  entitled  to  qpeak  for  all  Virginia. 
Mr.  D.  for  one  desired  that  the  resolation  might 

be  adopted. 

He  represented  one  of  the  largest  districts  in 
that  State,  and  be  t>elieved  that  in  this  matter 
be  spoke  the  opinion  of  every  man  in  his  dis- 
trict. He  had  been  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  in  Virginia  at  the  period  referred  to, 
and  had  a  perfect  recollection  of  what  passed 
both  in  doors  and  out  on  that  occasion,  and  of 
his  own  reasons  for  having  been  in  favor  of 
the  resolution  tiien  moved  \ij  his  colleague, 
(Mr.  MBBCBit.) 

It  had  been  fblt  1^  many  members  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  by  himself  among  the 
rest,  that  many  Congresses  had  passed  in  in- 
glorious debate,  while  the  pledge  once  given 
remained  still  unredeemed,  and  he  felt  entirely 
satisfied  that  the  resolution  for  removing  the 
remains  to  Richmond  would  never  have  passed 
the  Assembly  of  Virginia,  but-  for  tbe  loss  of 
all  hope  that  Oongress  wonld  ever  act  in  the 
matter, 

Mr.  D.  said  that  he  bad  looked  for  the  refusal 
of  Judge  Washington,  but  not  that  it  would 
have  been  placed  on  the  ground  of  a  particular 
interpretation  of  the  will  of  the  deceased.  He 
could  not  concur  In  such  a  view  of  it,  but 
thought  that  entertuned  by  Mrs.  Washington 
was  more  correct.  The  article  referred  to 
merely  prescribed  a  duty  to  his  executors.  The 
testator  oould  not  possibly  have  foreeeen  the 
resolation  of  1799,  nor  the  refusal  of  bis  rela- 
tive in  1816,  nor  the  effort  now  making  in 
Congress,  and  therefore  could  not  put  his  own 
call  in  boptitity  to  that  of  his  common  country. 
It  would  have  been  indecorons  to  make  such  a 
request  during  his  lifetime.  It  conld  only  take 
place  after  his  death.  Application  was  then 
made  to  his  nearest  and  dearest  surviving  rela- 
tive, and  his  widow,  in  complying  with  the  re- 
quest, supposed  that  she  yielded  bnt  that  assent 
which  her  husband  woud  himself  have  done 
could  he  have  acted  in  the  case.  Mr.  D.  asked 
if  it  oould  be  believed  that,  In  reference  to  so 
humble  a  request,  Washington  would  have 
countervailed  the  wi^es  of  his  coantry.  It 
coold  not  by  any  who  knew  him.  The  resolu- 
tion in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  bad  been 
occasioned,  as  he  had  stated,  by  despair  as  to 
any  thing  being  done  by  Congress,  and  partiy 
in  a  spirit  of  resentment  at  ^e  neglect  which 
had  been  suffered.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
argmnent  from  the  will ;  and  as  to  the  gloomy 
antioipatitm  that  this  spot  was  to  become  the 
frontier  of  two  hostile  oonntries,  those  who 
thought  more  serious^  <^  such  a  danger  than 
he  did,  were  at  liberty  to  speculate  for  them- 
selves.  He  should  act  for  the  present  time. 

tSx.  WiOKUFFK,  of  Kentaoky,  said  that,  be- 
fore he  proceeded  to  submit  the  very  few  re- 
marks which  it  was  bis  purpose,  and  be  thought 
his  duty,  to  make,  he  would  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  to  permit  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
resolations  of  Congress  of  1799,  which  it  was 
the  oliJect  of  the  rwdation  to  taxrj  into  efifect^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


688 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


H.  or  B.1 

the  letter  of  the  President  of  the  United  StAtes, 
and  the  aniwer  (rf  Mrs.  Washington,  yidding 
her  assent  to  the  wishes  of  Congress  on  this 
subject  I  ask  this,  said  Mr.  W.,  not  becanse  I 
have  not  been  familiar  with  them  myself,  but 
pcoably  there  maj  be  those  in  this  Bonsa,  cer- 
tainly manj  in  this  nation,  who  have  not  seen 
or  read  that  portion  of  onr  legisLatjve  history, 
and  may  not,  therefore,  doly  ^preciate  the 
ohUg8tl<ni  of  this  Government,  which  it  was 
theinupose  a(  the  resolntion  to  discharge. 
Tne  Clerk  read  the  resolntions  as  follows ; 

'*Jtt»abmd  bjf  Ou  StntU  <md  Uomtt  of  Jt^nteni- 
affsM  ^  tis  UmUtiatatM  ^  Amuriea  m  Congnm 
mtmiitdt  That  a  marUe  DHHiaaient  be  ereetea  by 
the  Uniwd  Slates,  in  the  c^Htot.  at  the  dtj  of 
VssbiBgtoa ;  and  that  the  UmHj  of  General  Wash- 
ington be  requested  to  permit  his  body  to  bo  de- 
moted under  it;  and  that  the  monument  be  so 
deigned  as  to  commemorate  tbe  great  eranu  of 
Us  military  and  poUUoal  Ufe. 

^An4  bt  U  ArOer  rtaUwtd,  That  the  Prerident 
of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  direct  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  to  be  transmitted  to  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington, asBoring  her  of  ttie  profound  respect  Coo- 
grees  will  ever  bear  to  her  person  and  ebaraeter; 
of  their  condolence  on  the  lata  afflieting  dispense* 
tioB  of  Providence ;  snd  entreating  her  ssMnt  to 
tiM  interment  of  the  remains  of  fleneral  Qeorgo 
Washington,  in  the  manner  expressed  in  tfte  first 
residntion.'' 

**€f«iUUm«no/  Ou  BenaU,  mA 

Omtlmsn  cf  tM«  ffoiut  of  Xejmtnttativtt  : 

"In  oomptiaoee  with  the  request  Id  one  of  the 
resolntions  of  Congress  of  tbe  21st  of  December 
last,  I  tranai^cted  a  aifj  f^thoss  resolutioos  by  my 
aemtary,  Mr.  Shaw,  to  Mrs.  Washington,  sssoring 
her  of  the  profoond  respect  Coornss  will  ever  bear 
to  her  person  and  eharaoter;  of  their  condolence 
in  tlie  late  aBBicting  dispensation  of  Providence ; 
and  entreating  her  assent  to  the  interment  of 
the  remains  «  Qenerd  George  Washington,  in  tlie 
manner  oqmsMd  in  the  first  resolution.  Ma  the 
sentiments  of  that  Tirtoons  lady,  not  less  beloTed 
by  this  nation,  than  she  is  at  present  greatiy  afflicted, 
can  never  be  so  well  expressed  as  in  herownwordi^ 
I  transmit  to  Congrefls  ner  original  letter. 

"  It  would  be  an  attempt  of  too  much  delicacy  to 
make  any  comments  upon  it ;  but  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  nation  at  large,  as  well  as  all  the 
branelKS  of  the  OovemmMit,  will  be  highly  gratified 
by  any  anangenent  whldi  may  diminish  the  sacri- 
fice Ae  makes  of  her  lndU.vidual  feelings. 

"JOHN  ADAMS. 

"  Umno  SfATli,  JuHUaiTf  6,  1800." 

"  MOCHT  VxRllolf,  DeeemUr  SI,  179S. 

"8ia:  While  I  feel,  with  keenest  aognish,  the 
late  dispeniatiOD  of  Divine  Providence,  I  cannot  be 
ineendble  to  the  moumlU  tributes  of  respect  and 
Teneration  which  are  paid  to  the  memory  of  ray 
dear  deceased  hnsband ;  and,  as  bis  Iwst  services 
and  most  anxious  wishes  were  always  devoted  to 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  his  country,  to  luiow 
that  they  were  truly  appreciated  and  gratefully  re- 
membered, aSbrds  no  inconsiderable  consolation. 

"  Tausht  by  tliat  great  example  which  I  have  so 
long  hu  befon  me,  never  to  <^ipose  my  private 


{Fkannan,  1833. 

wishes  to  the  public  will,  I  must  consent  to  tbe 
request  made  by  Congress,  which  you  have  had  tbe 
goodness  to  transmit  to  me ;  and,  in  dnlag  tUs;  I 
need  not,  I  cannot,  say  what  a  ssvrifice  of  indivMoal 
feeling  I  make  to  a  sense  of  public  doty. 

"  With  grateful  acknowledgnenta  and  onfielgned 
thanks  for  tbe  personal  reqieet  and  ertdencos  of 
condolence  expiessed  hy  Coogrees  and  joorMli;  I 
remain  very  re^eetfkdly,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
homble  servant, 

"MARTHA  WASHDfQTOir.'' 

Sir.  Speaker,  xmitr  the  oria  ci  thfa  Hoose, 
a  committee  of  a  member  from  each  State  was 
directed  to  make  the  arrangements  necc—aiy 
for  the  celebration  of  tbe  approaching  anoiveiv 
sary  of  the  birth  of  Oenerat  Washington.  The 
first  Ume,  in  the  history  of  this  Government, 
that  order  has  been  taken  by  Congress  to  cel- 
ebrate this  or  any  other  day. 

Tbe  resolution  bad  paased  withoot  oppositiim 
or  objection,  clearly  indicating  the  undivided 
opinion  of  members  that  it  was  NitaUe  and 
proper  Congress  should  pajr  some  i«q>ect  to 
the  one  hundredth  anniversary  ot  tiut  man 
whoae  life  fined  bb  ooantiy  with  no  many 
blesungs,  and  who  bad  giren  Joy  to  the  gratefu 
hearts  of  millions  of  firemen,  and  whose  death 
had  clothed  a  nation  in  mooming. 

What  was  the  celebration  desired  by  this 
House  t  Did  gentlemen  suppose  it  wonld  have 
been  becoming  in  the  oommitKe  to  recommend 
*'  a  national  festival,"  at  public  expense  t  Ko 
such  measure  has  engaged  the  att^tion  of  the 
committee. 

Tbe  report  upon  your  table,  sir,  has  informed 
yon  that  the  committee  united  npon  the  pro- 
priety of  having  delivered  on  the  ocoarion  an 
or^ion  by  Uie  man  who  eeemed  to  be  the  onlr 
one  living  at  this  day  to  whom  we  wero  will- 
ing to  consign  the  character  of  Qenenl  Wash- 
ington for  such  a  purpoee.  That  measore  hnv- 
ing  failed  of  soeoeei,  the  committee  nert  re- 
solved to  recommend  the  performance  of  divine 
service  in  tbe  oapitol  on  that  day.  This,  how- 
ever appropriate,  did  not,  in  my  opinion,  sewn 
calculated  to  meet  tbe  expectations  of  ^e 
House,  or  equal  those  which  might  Ite  created 
elsewhere  by  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress, 
and  the  appointment  o^  a  representative  from 
each  State  npon  this  committee.  The  dnty 
which  had  been  asdgned  that  oommHteey  I 
admit  referred  itsdf  to  the  birth  of  Oenenl 
WaslungtoiL  The  circumstances  of  his  death, 
tbe  loss  which  his  country  sustained  thereby,, 
and  the  recollection  of  witnes^ng  in  my  boy- 
hood the  deep  gloom  which  pervaded  the 
Western  wilds,  and  the  sadness  which  reigned 
in  every  hamlet  upon  its  annandation,  <^ed 
to  my  mind  the  resolction  by  which  onr  coun- 
try proposed  to  do  itself  so  much  honor.  I 
thougtit  the  present  a  fit  occasion,  suitable,  in 
every  way,  to  do  what  our  predecessors  had 
promised,  by  a  solemn  act  of  Iegislati<m,  to  do^ 
and  which,  I  admit,  onght  to  have  beat  dims 
longirioce. 

I  was  unable  to  find  that  Ooogreas  had  ever 
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reitiged  the  execatioo  of  the  resolotion  of  1799 
by  any  vote.  I  could  not  learn  that  the  assent 
of  Mrs.  Washington  to  the  wishes  of  her  coun- 
try, expressed  in  terms  which  did  her  so  moch 
hunor,  had  ever  been  withdrawn  by  her  or  hy 
any  member  of  the  family.  Under  these  oir- 
oumstanoes,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  the  temeri^  to 
introduce  this  subject  to  the  notioe  of  tht  com- 
mittee, which,  I  was  pleased  to  find,  met  its 
approbation.  The  committee  now  zightftilly 
asrame  aU  the  responabili^  incident  to  the 
measure  proposed.  And,  for  one,  I  am  willisg 
to  meet  it  here  and  before  the  people. 

The  committee  was  chained  by  toe  gentleman 
from  Yi^Dia  ^Cr.  Gobduk)  with  having  pro- 
posed a  measure  which  direoted  Congress  "  to 
invade  the  sanctoary  of  the  dead,  and  with  aac- 
rilej^ons  hands  drag  its  sacred  depodt  from  its 
native  soil."  Sir,  did  the  honorable  member 
reflect  that  this  chai^  reached  back  upon  the 
Congress  of  1799 — that  it  fell  with  its  intended 
force  Qpon  those  who  had  prepared  this  measure 
— at  the  head  of  whom  stands  that  dlattngaished 
son  ofVirginia,  the  present  Chief  Justioe  itf 
the  United  States  t 

To  the  execution  of  tbla  measure  in  1799  had 
been  yielded  die  assent  of  Mrs.  Washington,  the 
person  above  all  others  most  competent  to  de- 
cide upon  its  propriety :  still  it  was  proposed 
to  act  only  by  the  consent  of  those  upon  whom 
the  care  of  the  renmos  of  Washington  had  de- 
volved. Are  we  dieo  to  be  chai^:ed  with  in- 
vading the  sanctuary  of  the  dewl,  and  with 
sacrilegious  bands  wresdi^  a  aaored  deport 
from  its  native  soil ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Thootsos)  had  spok^i  of  the  possibility, 
nay,  the  probability  of  the  ctisimion  of  these 
States.  Sir,  the  sacred  name  of  Washhigtoo 
ahould  never  in  debate  or  in  thought  be  con- 
nected wi^  the  idea  of  a  ^ssolution  of  this 
happy  Union.  Disunion  of  these  States,  sir  1 
I  will  not  permit  my  mind  to  dwell  on  so  dire 
a  calamity ;  it  never  can  hiqtpen  while  the  name 
of  Washii^tton  is  qioken  and  his  memory 
revered. 

Mr.  HuiTT,  of  Yermont,  observed  that,  as  he 
was  one  of  t^ie  joint  committee  that  made  the 
report,  he  desired  to  submit  some  few  remarks. 
The  reaoInUon,  said  Mr.  H.,  contemplates  the 
erection  of  no  marble  monument,  it  anthorizes 
no  Titration  of  the  sepnlobre,  nor  the  rights 
Virriida,  or  any  individual  State,  which  some 
gentlemen  so  feelingly  deprecate;  but  it  simply 
proposes  a  tribute  of  grateful  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  great  benefoetor  of  onr  common 
conntry.  I  am  well  aware,  sir,  that  no  cere- 
mony which  we  can  perform  will  contribute 
any  thing  to  the  fame  of  Washington,  or  endear 
bill]  more  to  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen. 
There  is,  however,  a  debt  of  national  respect 
and  gratitade  to  be  paid,  and  a  solemn  pledge 
to  be  redeemed,  by  carrying  into  execation  the 
resolve  of  Congress,  nnanimonsly  adopted  in 
1799f  soon  after  his  decease,  and  in  accordaace, 
too^  with  the  general  aentimeota  of  the  natl(»i, 


of  removing  his  remains,  by  the  express  consent 
of  his  bereaved  widow,  given  upon  the  request 
of  Congress,  and  of  depositing  them  within  the 
capitol  of  this  great  empire,  m  which  it  may  be 
said  that  he  himself  was  the  illustrious  foimder. 
No  act  can  be  done  by  the  Government  that 
would  have  so  deep  and  permanent  a  moral  in- 
fluenoe  in  uniting  uie  peopleand  cementing  the 
union  of  this  oonfiKleraoy,  as  the  placing  of 
these  sacred  remains  at  the  base  of  this  durable 
edifice,  so  that  It  may  serre  not  wdy  as  the 
seat  of  national  legi^ation,  but  as  the  mausoleum 
of  the  father  of  bis  country.  The  same  pure 
feeliius  of  veneration  which  dictated  and  re- 
sponded to  the  reeolotions  of  *09,  still  continue 
alive  and  unabated  throughout theoountry,  aod 
a  more  propitious  time  for  ezeouting  the  duties 
of  that  resolve  will  never  hereafter  occur.  The 
twenty-second  of  this  month  numbers  one  hun- 
dred yearn  since  the  birth  of  George  Washing- 
ton, and  the  intelligence  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  informs  us  that  preparations  are  making 
to  commemorate  this  aoniTeraary  with  aU  the 
B(4emnitiea  and  fe^vitiea  whidi  the  ocoadmi 
must  uatmlly  fauj^re.  Congreea  aeons  now 
to  be  invoked,  by  the  impulse  oi  pnbUc  feeUng, 
to  execute  the  sacred  tmst  especially  commit- 
ted to  its  care,  and  to  manifest  the  tribute  of  a 
nation's  gratitude,  too  long  neglected,  to  that 
great  and  good  man  to  whom  we  are  so  signally 
indebted  for  onr  Ub^ieB,'aod  for  tlie  free  aod 
happy  Government  under  which  we  live.  He 
ferventiy  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopt- 
ed. 

Mr.  MoPtTFFix,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that 
this  was  one  of  those  occasions  on  which  he 
would  make  his  judgment  take  counsel  from 
his  feelings.  Adopting  this  criterion,  he  could 
not  f4>prove  d  the  proportion  whioh  had  been 
made,  out  oontempiated  it  with  shuddering  and 
abhorrence.   He  ooold  not  but  regard  the  pro< 

Sosed  removal  as  a  species  of  saorilege.  He 
ifiered  entirely  from  the  honorable  geatieman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  MsBOin,)  in  regard  to  the 
interpretation  of  General  Washiogton's  will; 
while  the  gentieman  himself  admitted  that  he 
differed  from  one  who  ought  to  be  tiie  best  ex- 
positor of  the  will,  the  late  lamented  Judge 
Washington.  The  Judge's  interpretation  of 
that  instrument  was,  in  Mr.  MoD.'s  opinion,  the 
true  one.  He  would  call  the  attention  of  tiie 
House  to  the  terms  of  thatQlaoae  wMoh  related 
to  the  intOTmeiit. 

[Here  Mr.  If  oD.  quoted  General  Washington's 
will.] 

Such,  said  he.  is  the  will  of  Washington. 
This  i«  the  will  of  (bat  most  Ulnstrious  but 
modest  man,  with  rward  to  the  djspomtion  of 
his  own  remains.  Thoee  remuos  had  been 
depoated  in  strict  conformity  with  it,  and  there 
they  still  remained  peaceably  reposing  in  the 
family  burying  ground.  TeL  in  open  defiance 
of  this  express  prorision  of  toe  will  of  the  de- 
ceased, the  House  was  called  upon  to  disturb 
his  "oanonized  bones,"  and  tear  them  from 
the  cemetery  which  they  had  consecrated,  far 
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the  men  parpoM  of  ottoitation.  Qod  forbid 
thftt  tlMM  hallowed  rello^  now  Ijiog  in  a  ^ot 
vhiofa— do  what  gentlemen  niiipt— would  he 
OMuecrated  throiq^  all  lime,  dionld  he  torn 
from  those  of  his  helOTedoODBort.  and  exhibited 
at  thb  idaoe  aa  a  mere  pageant,  for  the  Idle  to 
gaae  upon.  Lei  ns  have  no  paaeantrj— 4W 
empty  ihow,  on  SQch  a  nibject  He  waa  tare 
he  apoke  for  all  who  heard  him,  when  he  add, 
"  I  have  that  vitbin  which  paaBeth  diow."  As 
to  a  monnment,  oried  ICr.  HoD.,  rear  it  Spend 
upon  it  what  yon  wilL   Make  it  durable  as  the 

eyramidi — eternal  aa  the  mountains — yon  shall 
ave  my  oo-operatiion.  £rect,  ifjon  ptwae,  a 
manaolenm  to  the  memory  of  wiuldngtcai  in 
the  cttdtolf  u>d  let  it  he  aa  qdndid  aa  art  can 
make  it ;  hot,  in  the  name  of  tU  the  ehriatian 
ebaritiea,  do  not  violate  hia  ttunb. 

Mr.  DuTTOir,  of  SoaCh  Carolhia,  add :  I  en- 
tirely concur  with  ray  ooUeasue,  (Mr.  UoDor- 
m,)  that  we  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the 
will  of  Qeneral  Washinston.  When  he  directed 
that  hia  body  shonld  be  hnried  at  Mount  Vemoa, 
he  acted  in  oonfonnity  with  his  character, 
which  was  aa  diatingalshed  for  retiring  modesty, 
as  for  higher  and  lofUer  endowmenta.  He 
would  not,  living  or  dying,  obtrade  himself 
upon  the  pablic  notice.  He  Uierefore  provided 
for  his  interment,  in  the  manner  which  is  cus- 
tomary. Hia  will,  in  thia  respect,  haa  been  Ail- 
fflled;  and  hia  remaina  wen  attended  to  the 
mv«  by  his  funily,  hia  frinada,  and  hia  neigh* 
Bora,  with  the  nnoateatationa  ceremoniea  of  a 
private  flineraL  Had  he  foreaeen  that  the 
Federal  Legialatnre  wonld  derire  to  dispose  of 
his  relics  in  a  mode  more  snitable  to  his 
name  and  hia  fiune,  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life 
forbids  the  presumption  that  he  wonld  have 
opposed  their  wiahee,  even  thongh  they  might 
have  been  at  variance  with  his  own.  In  obey- 
the  dictates  of  gratitude  for  bis  services, 
of  veneration  for  his  memory,  we  cannot, 
then,  be  Joatly  charged  with  indecently  violating 
the  sanctoary  of  the  pave,  and  disregarding 
the  iijnsolioiia  of  tha  mceaaed. 

The  delegataa  from  Virginia,  who  object  to 
the  remov^  <^  the  honea  of  their  illnstrioos 
feUow-oitizen,  however  natural  and  honorable 
may  he  their  motives,  jmpear  to  be  indaenoed 
rather  bytheir  feelings  tliui  by  their  Judgments. 
WhilBt  Washington,  doubtless,  was  uncercly 
and  strongly  attached  to  the  soil  of  his  nativity, 
hia  great  moral  and  intellectual  ftcnlties,  his 
achievements  in  war,  and  his  connsels  in  peace, 
were  dediciOed  to  the  advancement  of  tiie  in- 
terests and  to  the  increase  of  the  glory  of  his 
entire  conntir.  As  the  Union  received  the 
benefit  of  hia  lahora  and  his  talenta,  the  repre* 
aentatives  oi  the  Union  on^  to  ezpreaa  thdr 
■rase  of  them,  in  the  most  sol«nn  manner  of 
which  they  are  capable.  Virginia  wUl  not  he 
wronged  by  our  reverential  tribute  to  her  son. 
"Wherever  his  ashes  may  repose,  it  will  be  re- 
membered that  to  her  we  are  indebted  for  a 
Washington ;  and  whenever  his  virtnes  and  his 
ezpldta  shall  be  oelelvated  by  tho  orator  and 
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the  bard,  they  will  not  t>e  ODmindfal  that  Vir- 
^ia,  the  froitftil  mothw  of  illaetrioiia  men, 
was  also  the  parent  cS  Washington. 

After  a  few  additional  observations  fhim  lb. 
McCoT,  of  Virginia,  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  resolutions,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  109,  naya  7A,  aa  fi^lowa: 

Tras.— Mcasta.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan.  Andeison, 
Appletoo,  Archer,  Annstrong,  Arnold,  Ashley, 
Biibcock,  Banks,  N.  Bsrber,  Baninger,  I.  C.  Bates, 
Beardsley,  Bell,  Boon,  Brigga,  John  C.  Brodfa«md, 
Booher,  BulUrd,  Burd,  Bui|^  Gaboon,  Cambre- 
leng,  Ghoste,  Gondict,  Condit,  Conner,  Eleutberos 
Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Craig,  Crane, 
Osvford,  Crrighton,  John  Davis,  Dearborn,  Denny, 
Di<^son,  Doddridge,  Drmyloo,  BUawoith,  George 
Evans,  Edward  Everett,  flttgenld,  Gihnon,  Greo* 
nell,  Harptr,  Heister,  Hodges,  Hogan,  HoOaad^ 
Howard,  Hughes,  Huot,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Inger- 
•oU,  JarVia,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  Kavanagfa,  Keif 
d«U,  Henry  King,  Eerr,  Learitt,  Letcher,  ilarriiaB, 
UcKennan,  Uercer,  MiUigao,  Thomas  R.  MhebeO. 
Uuhleaberg,  Newton,  Pearoe,  Pendleton,  Potu, 
John  Beed,  Enssell,  WlUiani  B.  Sbepard,  Sade, 
Smith,  Southard,  Spence,  Staoherry,  Stephens, 
Stewart,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Francis  Hiomas,  Phile- 
mon Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Tance,  Yerplaack, 
Vinton,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Watnonrii.  Wayne,  Wil* 
kin,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Frederick  Whittfeeey,  <^p- 
beU  P.  White,  Edward  D.  White,  Wieklilffe,  Wflde, 
WortUngtcui.  Toung— 109. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Robert  ADen,  Angel, 
John  B.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barstow,  J.  Bates,  Ber- 
gen,  Bethune,  James  Blair,  John  Bbur,  Booek, 
Bouldin,  Carr,  Carson,  Claiborne,  Cby,  Clajton, 
Coke,  Collier,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davis, 
Dayan,  Dewart,  Dout^day,  Horace  Everett,  Felder, 
Foster,  Gaither,  Oordoo,  GrilBn,  Thomas  H.  HaU, 
William  Hall,  Hawse.  HawUns,  HolKnan,  Bora, 
leacks,  Jewett,  Cave  Johnson,  Charles  C.  Johnston, 
Adam  King,  John  King,  Lamar,  Lansing,  Lecompte, 
Lewis,  Lyon,  Hann,  Mardis,  Ifason,  MaxweQ,  Me- 
Carty,  William  McCoy,  Robert  McCoy,  McDofEe, 
MclDtire,  Newman,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  I^erson,  Polk, 
K.  C.  Reed,  Rencher,  Roane,  Boot,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Soule,  Spd^t,  Standifer,  Storra,  Wiley 
Thompson,  John  Thomson,  Wlteeler,  WUIImds — It. 

So  the  House  ooncurred  with  the  joint  oxo- 
mittee  In  tl^  report  and  resolntioDs. 


TmoAT,  FebroacT  14, 
I'ertrait  nf  Wa^nifUm. 

Mr.  Jabvis,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  reported  the  Avowing  resolution, 
the  consideration  of  which  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow : 

Raolvedy  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed 
to  employ  John  Tauderlyn,  of  New  Toik,  to  paint 
a  full-length  portrut  of  Washington,  to  be  placed 
in  the  Hall  of  Repreeentatives  oppodte  to  Uie  por- 
trait of  LafayeUe ;  the  head  to  be  a  copy  of  Siaart'a 
Washington,  and  the  aeoessoriea  to  be  1^  to  the 
judgment  of  the  artiat;  and  that  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  from  the  eontin- 

SDt  fund  of  the  House,  for  tha  pnrpose  of  canying 
is  resolution  Into  eiE»ot. 


ing 
and 
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Statue  of  WaMmigtm. 

Mr.  Jabtis,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 

Sorted  the  following  resolation,  which  laid  one 
ay  for  consideratioD : 

Retolvtd,  That  the  Prerident  of  the  TTotted  States 
be  authorized  to  employ  Horatio  Greenongh,  of 
Musachnaetts,  to  execute,  in  m&rble,  a  full-length 
pedesttian  statue  of  Washington,  to  be  placed  in 
the  centre  of  the  rotoado  tit  the  cajdtoi;  the  bead 
to  be  a  copy  vt  Hoodoa's  Waihington,  uid  the  ac- 
ceaKrks  to  be  left  to  tbe  judgment  of  the  artiet. 

Wa»hingtoiC»  Semaina. 
Kr.  Adajs  moved  the  following  resolation : 
RtaolMd,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States, 
the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treaaurvi  of  War, 
and  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Foetmuter  General,  be 
iBvited  to  attend  at  the  ceremonies  to  be  performed 
OB  the  22d  of  February  instant,  in  honor  of  tiie 
meiDory  of  Ge«ge  Waahington ;  &nd  that  the  Prem- 
deot  be  reqnerted  to  laperiatend  Uie  deposit  of 
the  remaim  of  the  deosued  in  the  place  which  hai 
been  edbctod  ku  that  puipoK. 

Hr.  Thomas  ohaerred  that  the  gentieman  had 
not  yesterday  been  in  the  Honse,  having  been 
detained  from  it  by  indisposition,  and  was  not 
probably  aware  that  the  arrangement  proposed 
in  his  resolution  was  already  within  the  power 
of  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Spesker  of 
the  Honse,  who  had  been  intmsted  with  a  dia- 
cretion  as  to  the  detuls  of  the  removal  of  the 
remains.  There  oould  not  be  a  donbt  that  those 
gentlemen  would  adopt  a  oonrse  similar  to  that 
now  proposed ;  and  therefore  it  woald  be  nn- 
nocessary  and  improper  to  pass  a  separate  reao- 
Intion  on  the  subject. 

ICr.  Adaib,  conridering  it  more  respeotftil  to 
adopt  the  oonrse  he  had  designated,  indsted  on 
the  propriety  of  the  resolation. 

Mr.  Adaus  oonoorred  In  the  sentiment  ex- 
pressed by  Mr.  Adaib.  A  very  solemn  act  was 
aboat  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  and  he  thought  it 
would  appear  better  before  the  world,  and  be- 
fore posterity,  that  these  invitations  mionld  be 
given  by  a  ^rect  act  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Dbattoit  fally  agreed  in  the  opinion  of 
the  gentleman  from  li&ssachnsetts.  He  was 
perfectly  sure  that  not  the  least  disrespect  to- 
wards the  Preddent  of  the  United  States  had 
been  Intended  by  the  mover  of  the  resdntion ; 
yet  such  an  inference  might  be  drawn  on  the 
part  of  the  world.  It  was  a  great  oooanon — 
snch  a  one  as  wonld  probably  never  ooonr  again ; 
and  he  thought  it  not  decorous  in  the  House  to 
leave  to  its  presiding  officer  an  act  which  had 
better  be  done  by  itself.  It  would  be  more  re- 
Bpeotful  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  adopt  tiie 
resolution. 

Mr.  Thouas  said  he  withdrew  all  objections 
to  it. 

Mr.  WioKuvFK  s(^d  that,  considering  the  in- 
timate relation  which  snbsisted  between  the 
Chief  Jostioe  BCushall  and  6eo»e  Washington, 
he  woold  soggest  to  the  mover  of  the  resolutioo, 


[H.  or  R. 

whether  it  woold  not  be  proper  to  amend  it  by 
inserting  tiie  words  "  and  the  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  tbe  United  States.** 

Mr.  Adaib  accepted  the  modification;  where- 
upon, 

Mr.  WiOKUFM  further  su^ested  the  pro- 
priety of  adding  the  name  of  Charles  Carroll  of 
Oarrollton,  which  was  accepted  in  like  manner. 

Mr.  Adams  thought  it  might  be  proper  to  ex- 
tend the  Ihnits  of  the  reswntion  still  fnrther, 
and  inolnde  the  name  oS.  James  Madison.  He 
waa  not  sore  that  it  would  be  in  the  power  of 
Mr.  Hadison  to  comply  with  the  invitation; 
but,  as  the  Hotue  was  about  to  do  honor  to 
itsdf  and  to  the  nation,  it  was  a  mark  of  re- 
spect due  to  this  distinguished  dtizra,  to  inolnde 
lum  among  those  specially  invited  by  its  au- 
thority. 

Ur.  Carbon  int^uired  whether  it  would  not 
be  proper,  before  mviting  these  individnals,  to 
have  a  distinct  understanding  whether  the  sur- 
vivor uid  heir  of  General  Washington  would 
consent  to  the  removal  of  his  body. 

The  Obaib  stated,  in  reply  to  this  inquiry, 
that  letters  had  been  written  that  morning  by 
the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  and  himself 
to  Bsoert^  whether  such  consent  would  he 
given. 

Mr.  Eluswobth  thonght  there  was  no  need 
of  waiting  on  that  account,  since  the  fact  itself, 
that  such  invitations  had  been  given,  might 
have  an  effect  in  rendering  the  survivor  of  the 
Washington  family  the  more  willing  to  consent 
to  the  removal. 

Mr.  E.  EvEBBTT  observed  that  the  specifica- 
tion of  certun  individuals  in  this  resolution 
'  might  be  supposed  as  intended  to  exclude  all 
other  persons.  To  prevent  this,  he  thought  it 
would  be  proper  to  ^ve  a  discretion  to  the 
presiding  officers,  by  tbe  addition  of  some  audi 
oUrase  88  this,  "  together  with  such  other  per- 
sons as  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  may  think  proper." 

Mr.  Dbatton  said  that  he  understood  such  a 
discretion  to  have  been  already  vested  by  the 
resolution  formerly  passed. 

Mr.  Kbbb  suggested  that  it  wonld  be  more 
proper  to  speciQ^  the  relatives  of  the  &mily. 

Mr.  EvBBBTT  thoa{^  it  wouldf  and  moved  it 
accor^ugly. 

Mr.  CAHBBKmre  Mid  that  he  h(^>ed  he 
shouU  not,  in  the  motion  he  was  abont  to  make, 
violate  tiie  obttgatirau  of  deoomm,  or  be  con- 
sidered wanting  in  delicacy,  when  he  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  extending  the  invitation 
in  tiie  resolution  to  the  late  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Adahs  sud,  that  while  he  was  grateful 
to  the  gentieman  from  New  York  for  the  motion 
which  he  had  made,  he  must  be  permitted  to 
request  that  he  wonld  withdraw  it.  He  was 
sufficienUy  honored  in  the  fact  that  such  an  in- 
vitation had  been  proposed ;  whatever  he  might 
have  been,  he  held  at  prraent  what  he  oonstd- 
ered  the  most  honorable  station  that  oould  he 
conferred  on  him  as  one  of  the  representatives 
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of  the  people  of  the  United  States.   He  repeat- 
ed hia  request  Uiat  the  motioa  mii  ht  be  with- 
drawn ;  whereopon, 
Mr.  OuiBEBLKHo  mii  that  if  tneh  was  the 

Sntleman's  wish,  he  should  withdraw  the  mo- 
m.  and  he  withdrew  It  acieofdingjy. 
The  resolation,  as  modified,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mn,  WaihinffU»i?t  JRmaint. 

Ur.  Batu,  of  Heine,  Mud  that  when  the  nih- 
Jeot  removing  the  ranuns  of  Washington 
had  yesterday  been  nnder  diacnuBion,  soch  bad 
been  his  feelfoga  that  be  coold  not  have  spoken 
one  word.  He  had  felt  aa  if  it  was  wrong  to 
remove  those  relios ;  and  one  of  the  strongest 
objeetions  In  his  mind  was  the  idea  of  separat- 
ing the  dust  of  WasbiiwtOQ  from  that  of  his 
beloved  oonsori.  He  badsinoe  disoovered,  from 
TMMwds  wUeh  he  then  held  in  his  hand,  that 
when  IfrsL  Washingtm  oonsented  to  the  re- 
iwyral  of  her  hnsband*s  body.  It  was  the  distinet 
nnderatu^ng,  between  her  and  the  then  Presi- 
dent of  the  Doited  States,  that  if  his  remains 
dkould  be  removed,  her  own  shoold  be  laid  be- 
tide them.  He  had  opposed  the  motion  yester^ 
day,  bat  rince  it  had  passed,  he  would  to-day 
ofier  a  resolution,  the  effect  of  which  would  be 
to  prevMit  the  separatioo  to  wfaioh  he  had  al- 
luded. He  hoped  it  would  reoeiTe  the  nnani- 
mous  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bxns  then  offered  tbn  fdlowing : 

Setohed  by  tht  BttutU  and  ffouM  of  Repretenta- 
tipa,  Tbat  the  Preddent  of  tlie  Senate  and  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  be  hereby  aatbor* 
lied  to  make  applleation  to  J<Aak  A.  WsHdngUHi, 
of  Mount  TemoiL  and  to  Oeorga  W.  F.  (mbUs, 
irandsoa  of  Mrs.  WBshingtoo,  tor  the  remaiu  of 
SUrtha  Washingtoo,  to  be  removed,  and  deposited 
in  the  oatrftol  at  Waahiagton  City,  at  the  same  time 
with  (hose  of  her  late  cooaort  George  Washington, 
and,  if  leave  be  obtained,  to  take  measorea  accord- 
ingly. 

Ur.  Bill,  one  of  the  committee  of  twenty- 
ft>nr,  stated  the  express  understanding  of  that 
ocnnmittee  that  the  remans  of  Mrs.  Waebiog- 
ton  shoold  accompany  those  of  her  husband. 

Mr.  WiOKumc.  aoother  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, oonfirmed  this  statooeiit,  and  thorwbt 
that  part  of  the  arrangements  had  bast  be  fofb 
to  the  premding  officers. 

Ur.  MuKWB,  though  ha  would  have  been 
oontented  with  mob  a  reifercnoa,  thon^^t,  as 
tiie  resolution  bad  been  brongbt  fi^ard,  it 
ought  to  be  adopted, 

Mr,  OusNBU.  thought  bo  too,  bat  still  h<^>ed 
the  mover  would  consent  to  withdraw  it. 

Ur.  Adams  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass. 
He  confirmed  the  statement  as  to  the  under- 
standing in  the  mmmiittee,  and  expressed  his 
hope  that,  as  the  committee  had  been  perfectly 
nnanimons  on  this  point,  the  House  would  be 
BO  likewise.  The  same  reasons  which  had  in- 
daced  him  to  Tot«  in  tnor  df  the  former  reso- 
IntioB,  indined  him  to  RamKnt  this,  that  respect 
might  be  shown,  first  to  the  Ulnstrioiia  faidivid- 


ual  himself,  and  then  to  all  that  surroaoded  and 
was  most  dear  to  him. 

Ur.  OnawroBD  thought  the  resolottoa  oa^ 
to  pass,  as  it  would  remove  all  doubt  from  the 
minds  of  the  presiding  officers  as  to  ths  eaest 
(rf  their  anthwity  ud  dn^. 

AmroLD  was  not  <qiposed  to  tbs  oUeet 
of  the  resolation,  but  stronKlyin  ftTworit; 
yet  he  tiiooght  it  ousht  to  be  nieorporsledn 
the  same  resolution  which  refwred  to  the  heij 
of  General  Wa^ingtm ;  that  olgect,  be  hoped, 
might  yet  be  effected  by  a  reoondd««tion. 

Mr.  Adamb  observed,  in  reply,  that  the  for- 
mer resolution  ooij  went  to  <xtTj  ioto  effect 
the  resolve  of  Con  grew  in  1799,  and  tfacrefbre 
it  would  be  improper  to  include  in  itaralenDW 
to  the  remains  <^  Mrs.  Washingt(ai. 

Ur.  AaNOLD,  hoping  that  if  the  ibrmer  ren- 
lotion  were  reoonndered,  not  only  tfae  wcoad 
would  be  incloded,  but  that  a  nnaiunraoi  vole 
mi^t  be  obt^ned  in  fhTor  of  b(^  moved  tbs 
reoounderation  Bcoorffingly. 

As  the  rescrfntion  had  not  been  sent  to  tbs 
Senate,  the  motion  waa  mtertunsd  by  tbe 
Chair. 

Ur.  Tnovia  opposed  the  motion  to  reetmnde 
as  being  not  only  needksa,  bnt  improper.  lbs 
two  resolutions  ought  not  to  be  blmdsd,  bnt 
very  pn^rly  followed  each  other. 

Mr.  THOMPaoH,  of  Georgia,  after  aoate  ex- 
planation of  what  passed  in  the  eoomittM  of 
twenty-four,  answered  the  gMUlemsn  from 
Tmnesaee,  (Mr.  Abkolds)  that  he  vss  nus- 
takeo,  if  he  expected  to  obtain  aouBimou 
vote.  He  for  one  should  vote  to-daj  as  he  bsd 
TOted  yesterdi^,  and  fbr  the  same  retsona 

Ur.  A.  H.  Shsfivkd  expressed  his  nrpriM 
at  the  diffiwenoe  of  opiniiMU  entertained  by  di* 
members  of  the  committee.  H  net  imprc^, 
it  would  be  highly  deuratde  to  learn  the  vievs 
which  the  Vioe  President  and  Speaker  Qnte^ 
tained  of  the  powers  ^ven  them  by  the  resoln- 
tions. 

The  Spxakbb  said,  as  far  as  his  own  opinion 
was  concerned,  he  had  no  hedtatlon  hi  ssjiu 
that  the  rescdntions  of  yestorday  were  ooofinefl 
distinctly  to  the  object  oS  the  resolotions  of 
1799,  which  related  to  the  body  of  George 
Washington,  and  to  that  alone. 

Ur.  Shkppebd  utgeA  this  wfllj  to  ehov  tut 
the  committee  of  twenty-four  had  been  ni» 
taken  in  their  oaderHtanmngof  the  matttf,  •» 
he  urged  unanimity  other  In  reoooddering  the 
former  resolntkm  or  adopting  the  preserit. 

Ur.  DxAKBOBN  was  opposed  to  tbs  recon- 
sideratioD,  for  the  object  stated  by  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Amiom)  A  scp*^ 
rate  resolution  Uke  thiii  would  wmfer  sliigbcr 
hcmor  on  the  remains  <^  Mrs.  Wasbingun,  than 
had  ever,  in  the  history  of  the  woil^  wea  ooa> 
ferred  on  any  female. 

Mr.  WiLUiMB  said  he  hoped  the  gentlMMS 
from  Tenoeasee  Qb,  Abhold)  would  withdraw 
his  motion. 

Ur.  Absou)  reftisad  to  do  s&  sad  a^ 
urged  the  improprietiy  of  sepsrsang  the  tmo 
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reKriotioDi.  If  gentleniea  ohose  to  hold  out  in 
the  negative,  they  might  do  so.  Bat  he  knew 
of  more  than  one  who,  having  witneased  tiie 
evpression  of  the  will  of  the  Honse,  were  denr- 
oos  of  altering  their  votes  for  the  sake  of  nnan- 
imity. 

Mr.  SpKiQaT  demanded  the  previona  qnestion, 
but  coneented  to  withdraw  It  to  adnut  a  brief 
reply  firom 

aSx.  TaoKFSoir;  upon  vhieh,  thst  gentlanan 
-nraUoated  the  oonne  he  had  pnTaaeaT 

Ur.  BratsBT  renewed  the  call,  bnt  ag^n 
waived  It,  to  aoAcnnmodate 

Xr.  Boinr,  who  pledged  himself  to  renew  it, 
which  lie  did,  afker  a  very  brief  explanation  of 
hia  own  oonduoL  The  call  for  the  previona 
question  was  seconded  by  the  Honse — ^yeas  107. 

When  the  mala  qaestion  was  put  on  recon- 
iddering,  and  lost  without  a  oonnt. 

VAHB,  of  Maine,  now  moved  the  pre- 
-rioua  question  on  the  resolntion  of  Ur.  B^txs, 
but  consented  to  withdraw  the  call,  at  the  re- 
quest of 

Ur.  K>BB,  who  BOggested  &e  propriety  of 
making  the  same  ajnuicatimi  to  the  surviving 
relationa  (tf  Un.  Wwingtcm,  in  req>eet  to  her 
remaioB,  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  relatives  of  the  General  in  re- 
gard to  hia.  Ur.  K.  enlarged  upon  the  manifest 
jostioe  and  pn^riety  of  snoh  a  coarse. 

Hx.  Ba.tbs  accepted  the  modification  of  his 
resolation  to  meet  the  views  of  the  gentleman 
last  up,  by  adding  the  words  "  and  of  George 
W.  P.  On^  ^prandson  of  Mre.  Washington." 

The  resolution  was  then  carried  without  a 
count. 

After  the  resolatioa  had  passed,  Ur.  Kibb 
egprewed  a  wish  to  withdraw  the  amradment 
be  had  Bttlmiitted. 

The  Sfbucbb  infiwmedhlm  the  restdation  had 
passed,  and  had  gone  to  the  Senate  for  oraioiv- 
MDoe, 

ApportUmment  Bill. 

The  Honse  then  resumed  the  apportionment 
bill — the  qaestion  being  on  Mr.  Ola.vton'0  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  a  ratio  of 
48,000  was  stricken  out,  and  44,400  inserted  in 
lien  of  tiiat  number. 

Ur.  Pole  wished  to  have  one  vote  more 
takei^  and  lie  would  thai,  if  it  was  negatived, 
sabmit  Hemovedthat  the  bill  be  recommitted 
to  s  Seleot  Committee,  with  instmotions  to  in- 
eert  47,700  as  the  ratio,  and  this  number  would 
Bot  increase  the  House  more  than  half  the 
number  which  would  be  the  resolt  f^nn  the 
adc^tioD  of  44,800. 

Mr.  Adams  said,  if  he  was  disposed  to  protract 
the  debate,  be  would  vote  for  the  amendment ; 
but  as  the  sense  of  the  House  had  been  twice 
taken,  and  as  it  was  so  thoroughly  moertained 
that  48,000  would  not  be  exceeded,  he  hoped 
farther  attempts  woald  not  be  made  for  a  larger 
number ;  he  would  vote  against  the  unendment 
as  well  as  against  the  motion  made  by  Ur.  Puue 
to  recommit,  *Bft  he  oooridend  the  oUeoOoaka 


against  them  both  as  strong  as  against  any 
numbers  submitted  to  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Folk's 
motion  to  reoommit  the  bill  to  the  committee, 
with  instructions  to  insert  4^700  in  lieu  of 
44,800 ;  whioh  motion  prevailed,  by— yeas  lOS^ 
naya  91. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Folk,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  committee  should  consist  of  seven  persons ; 
and  Messrs.  Polk,  Holland,  Thompson  of 
Ohi<^  J.  Kino,  Thomas  of  Louisiana,  Babstow, 
and  Bvohu,  wwe  appointed  the  committee. 

Ur.  Vakoi  moved  that  a  statement  of  the 
several  fhwtions,  to  be  created  by  the  adoptimi 
of  47,700  for  the  ratio,  in  eadi  State,  and  read 
to  the  House,  should  be  printed ;  which  was 
ordered. 


Wkdhbsdat,  February  IS. 

Apportionment  BUI, 
Til.  Folk,  from  the  Seleot  Oommittee  to 
which  was  recommitted  yesterday  the  bill  for 
the  apportionment  of  rmreseutatives  aooording 
to  the  fifth  census,  with  instmctions  to  strike 
out  44,^,  and  to  insert  47,700,  reported  the 
said  bill,  amended  aooording  to  the  stUd  lostmc- 
tions. 

Ur.  Williams  h<^>ed  he  would  not  press  the 
motion:  the  inesent  subject  might  be  post- 

Eoned,  and  the  appropriation  bills  token  up ; 
e  hoped  never  to  see  the  previons  questfon 
brought  down  upon  the  House,  while  deliberat- 
ing on  snoh  a  suojeot 

Ur.  UoDuFFis  disohomed  all  idea  of  forcing 
any  gentieman  into  one  course  or  aiuAher ;  -the 
House  wonld  act  frwij. 

The  Ohaib  suggested  that  the  pievioas  qaes- 
tion woidd  not  aooom^Hah  the  otjeot  the  gen* 
tiemsn  had  in  view.  The  report  of  the  oom- 
mittee was  in  the  nature  of  an  amendment  to 
the  bill,  and  the  whole  subject  wonld  be  open  to 
discussion. 

Ur.  Folk  rose  to  inquire  whether  the  Chair 
had  decided  that  after  the  House  had  instructed 
the  oommittee  to  amend  this  bill  .in  a  particular 
manner,  and  the  bill  had  lieen  reported  from 
the  committee  so  amended,  it  was  then  neces- 
sary for  the  House  to  act  upon  the  amendment. 

The  Spkakkb  said  that  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair. 

Ur.  Folk  s^d,  with  all  deference  to  the 
Oh^r,  he  was  boimd  to  appeal  frran  tiie  deoi- 
aoo.  < 

"Die  Spbakxs  stated  the  prindples  upon  which 
tiie  decision  was  founded. 

An  animated  dlscusnon  arose  on  the  foUnt  ot 
order,  in  which  Messrs.  Tatlob,  Cabson^  Wiox- 
UFFB,  and  EvBBirr  supported  the  decision  of 
tiie  Chur,  and  Messrs.  MoDcrnB  and  Folk 
advocated  the  views  <^  the  latter  geuUeman ; 
but,  before  tiie  question  was  taken  <m  the  ap- 
peid, 

Ur.  Folk  said  be  was  unwilling  to  occupy 
the  time  of  tiie  House  by  this  in^oeutal  quw- 
tion,  and  though  his  oj^nion  was  nnohanged, 
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he  wonld  withdrav  the  appeal,  and  move  tiiat 
the  Honse  ooncar  with  tiie  amendment  made 

hj  the  committee. 

The  qaestioa  reonired  on  oonourriug  with 
the  committee  in  tb^  report,  Mx.  47,700,) 
ADd  was  decided  In  the  amimattTC  by — jeas 
119,  nays  76. 

Mr.  Potr  then  moved  the  alterations  in  the 
reeidae  of  the  bill  which  was  rendered  neces- 
sary by  this  vote ;  which  was  agreed  to ;  and 
the  biu  was  ordered  to  he  engroewd  for  its  third 
reading  to>morrow. 


TnusBDAT,  Fehmary  16. 
£am&tal  <if  tha  Indiana. 

The  (bllowing  Uessase  was  recdved  Ikvm  ^ 
Fnrident  of  the  United  States : 

Washikotoii,  \ith  Ftbruart/,  1882. 
To  the  StnaU  and  Uoutt  of  Repntentativt* : 
Being  more  and  more  coovioocd  that  the  desti- 

Sr  of  Q»  iDdfau  within  the  settled  porUoD  of  the 
Dited  Stites  depMids  upon  their  eatira  and  speedy 
migration  to  the  eoontry  west  of  the  lUs8iid|li)l  set 
apart  for  thwr  pennaneat  leddence,  I  am  aaxioui 
^t  all  the  arrangementi  oecosssry  to  the  complete 
execution  of  the  viAa  of  removil,  and  to  the  ulti- 
mate security  aad  improvement  of  the  Indians, 
shonld  be  mide  without  flirther  delay.  '  Those  who 
have  already  removed,  and  are  removing,  are  sof- 
ficiaptly  numerous  to  engage  the  serious  Bttention 
of  the  Oovemment ;  and  It  is  due  not  lees  to  them 
than  to  the  obligation  which  the  nation  hss  as- 
sumed, thst  every  ressonable  step  should  be  talcen 
to  fulfil  the  expectations  that  have  been  held  out  to 
them. .  Many  of  those  who  yet  rem^n,  will,  no 
doubtl  within  a  sbo{t  period,  become  sensible  that 
the  course  reoonunended  is  the  only  one  which 

Cmises  stabUity  of  improromeat,  and  it  is  to  be 
,«d  that  ail  of  them  will  realize  this  truth,  and 
unite  with  their  brethren  beyond  the  Mississippi. 
Should  they  do  so,  there  would  then  be  no  question 
of  juriadlctioa  to  prevent  the  QoTemment  from 
exerdidng  such  a  ^oeral  conbvl  over  their  affiura 
as  nay  m  cssentU  to  their  interest  ud  safety : 
should  any.  of  them,  however,  repel  the  offer  of  re* 
moval,  thoy  are  ftee  to  remain;  but  they  must 
remain  with  'such  privileges  and  disabilities  as  the 
respective  Sutes,  within  whose  jurisdietion  they  lie, 
may  prescribe. 

I  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  from  tlw  Seeretaiy 
of  War,  whwh  presents  a  gensrsl  outline  of  Ae 
[MogresB  that  hat  already  been  made  in  this  woik, 
and  of  all  that  remidns  to  be  done.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived that  much  information  is  yet  necessary  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  Gov- 
emmest,  without  which  it  will  be  impossible  to 
provide  for  the  execution  of  some  of  the  existing 
stipulations,  or  malte  those  prudential  arrange- 
ments, upon  which  Ae  final  sucoess  of  the  whole 
movement,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Indlam  them- 
selves, most  depend. 

I  recommend  ibe  subject  to  the  attention  of 
Congress,  in  the  hope  that  the  suggestions  in  this 
report  may  be  found  useful,  and  thax  provision  may 
be  made  for  the  afqxrfntment  of  the  oonunlsdoaers 
therdn  rrierred  to,  and  fbr  vesting  them  with  such 
authority  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  satis&otory 
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perfbnnanee  of  the  Important  duties  proposed  to  be 
tntnistfld  to  them. 

AlfDREW  JACKSOK. 

The  Message  and  docnmenta  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

JBematJUof  WathinffUm. 
The  Sfsakxr  annoanoed  to  the  Honse  that 
the  Vice  Preudent  and  himself^  in  the  foifil- 
meot  of  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  two  Hooses, 
in  relation  to  the  celebration  of  the  centennial 
anniversary  of  the  birthday  of  George  Waaliing- 
ton,  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  John  A.  Washing- 
ton, and  to  Mr.  G.  W.  P.  Custts,  requesting  their 
consent  to  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  George 
Washington  and  Martha  Washington,  and  had 
received  their  answers,  copies  of  all  of  which 
he  lidd  before  the  Hoose^  and  which  are  as  fiil- 
lowa: 

WABBiHOTOit,  Febntary  14>  18S2. 
Bia :  The  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representatives 
liave  passed  a  joint  resolutioo  to  eelebnto  dw 
centennial  birthday  of  George  Washington,  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  Senate  and  tlie  %ieaker 
of  the  House  of  Reprcsentativos  to  make  application 
to  you  for  his  remains,  to  be  removed,  and  depos- 
ited in  the  capitol  at  Washington,  in  cooforauty 
with  the  res^dutlon  of  Coogreas  of  the  24ih  Decem- 
ber, l?n. 

They  have   passed  another  j<rfnt  reeolutfon, 

authoriang  us  to  make  application  to  you  and  Mr. 
0.  W.  P.  Custts,  for  the  remuns  of  Martha  Wadi- 
ington,  to  be  removed  and  deposited  at  the  same 
time  with  tiMse  of  her  lata  eonaort  Oeocge  VfaA- 
ington. 

We  beieirith  aneloae  copies  of  these  reeolatioas, 
and,  in  the  disehaige  of  the  duty  imposed  on  us, 
have  to  request  tut  you  will  give  us  as  eariy  aa 
answer  to  this  application  as  may  be  practicabie. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  reapeet, 
your  obedient  servants, 

J.  C.  CALHOUX, 
Vied  PrttUtmL  amd  Pr^deiU  of  Oie  8tm^ 
A.  STEVtikSOK, 
Speaitr  tf  tAs  iToiiss  ^  Rt^memi^timu 
Mr.  J.  A.  WasHmoTOH,  Uomit  rcmoit. 

A  similar  letter  to  the  above  was  addrasaed 
to  George  W.  P.  Oostia,  Esq. 

Momn  TiBBOK,  Aftmory  IS.  18SS. 

oindtktBpnitfmf  At  Boim  <f  RtprtMmHi^im. 

OiHTLEXEii ;  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  and  the  resolutions  of  Coogreas  la 
carry  into  complete  effect  that  which  was  adopted 
in  December,  1799,  for  the  removal  of  the  remainB 
of  George  Washington  to  the  seat  of  GoTemmenl. 

I  luve  received  with  profound  sensibility  the 
expresrion  of  the  desire  of  Congress,  refHesouiK 
the  whole  nation,  to  have  the  custody  aad  care  w 
the  remains  of  my  revered  relative ;  and  the  strug- 
gle which  it  has  produced  in  my  mind  between  a 
sense  of  duty  to  the  highest  authorities  of  myeoan- 
try  and  private  feelings  has  been  greatly  embarraM- 
ing.  But  when  I  recollect  that  his  in  reqwct 
to  the  disposition  of  his  remsina^  has  been  recently 
oanied  into  fhll  effect,  and  that  th^  now  iqnseis 
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perfect  tnoqhillity,  Burronnded  by  those  of  other 
endeared  members  of  the  f*Diily,  I  hopa  OongtOBa 
will  do  juitioe  to  the  motiTes  which  seem  to  me  to 
require  that  I  dwidd  not  cooseDt  to  their  separa- 
tion. 

I  prmy  yon,  geDtlemen,  to  eommonicate  these 
■eatimenta  and  feelioga  to  Congress,  with  the  grate- 
tal  acknowledgnienta  of  the  whole  of  the  relatives 
of  my  grand  uncle,  for  the  ditUngaishod  honor 
which  was  intended  to  his  memory,  and  accept  for 
TonnelTei  unnaeea  of  my  gratitude  and  esteem. 

JOHN  A.  WASHINGTON. 

Aruhotok  HOCBI, 
7Mm  Jii^  mrwtrjf  14. 188S. 
OiKTLnm:  The  letter  yon  hare  dona  me  the 
honor  to  write  to  me,  requesting  my  consent  to  the 
removal  of  the  remains  of  my  venerable  grand 
parents  from  their  present  resting  [dace  to  the 
eapitol,  I  have  this  moment  received. 

I  give  my  most  hearty  consent  to  the  removal 
of  the  remains,  after  the  manner  requested,  and 
eoDgratolato  the  Oovemment  upon  the  appraaoh> 
fate  coDsununation  of  a  great  act  of  naUoou  grad- 
tuae.  « 

I  bliTe  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect, 
gentlmen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  P.  CUSTIS. 
To  the  Hon.  Johh  G.  Galhodh, 

FtM  Praident  <(f  the  UnUed  State*. 

Andrew  Stctihsom, 
Speaker  of  the  Hotue  of  Jtepreaentative*  XT.  S. 

Ifr.  EvBBBTT  snggested  the  propriety  of  re- 
ferring these  letters  to  a  Select  Oommtttee,  ia- 
asmnoo  as  their  reception  might  render  it  nec- 
essary to  make  some  change  in  the  contem- 
plated arrangemeat  fiar  the  ^pproadiing  oelelna- 
tion. 

Hr.  TH0IU8,  of  Lonisiana,  thooshtthe  Hoase 
liftd  gone  u  fw  as  it  need  go.  Let  the  whole 
prooMdlngs  be  spread  npon  the  Jonmal^  and 
there  let  the  matter  rest. 

Mr.  Adahb  thought  the  commitment  woold 
be  nnneoessary ;  ana  after  a  short  conversation, 
Hr.  Eteebit  agreed  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

AppoTtionmtnt  BiU. 

T!h»  hill  for  the  apportionment  represent- 
atives was  read  a  third  time. 

l£r.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bUl,  which 
was  ordered,  and  were  aa  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Itessrs.  Adair,  Alexander,  G.  Allan,  R. 
Allen,  AlliBOn,  Andeivon,  Angel,  Archer,  Arnold, 
Ashley,  Babcock,  Banks,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  Bar- 
stow,  J,  Bates,  Belt,  Bergen,  Bethune,  James  Blair, 
John  Blur,  Boon,  Bouck,  Bouldln,  Branch,  J.  C. 
Brodhead,  Bucher,  Bullard,  Burd,  Burges,  Cambre- 
leng,  Garr,  Chinn,  Olaiborne,  Glay,  Clayton,  Collier, 
Conner,  B.  Gooke,  Cooper,  Coalter,  Craig,  Craw- 
ford, Davenport,  Dejan,  Dewart,  Doubleday,  Dray- 
ion,  Duncan,  G.  Evans,  J.  Evans,  Felder,  Fitzger- 
ald, Foster,  Gaither,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Griffin,  W. 
Hall,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Heister,  Hogan,  Holbuid, 
Ibrie,  Isacka,  Jewett,  K  U.  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Kavanagh,  Eennon,  A.  Klne,  J,  King,  H.  Kiug, 
I«Bmar,  lAnsing,  Leavitt,  Letcner,  Lewis,  Lyon, 
Uann  Hanjis,  Hasoo,  HanhsU,  Xaxwell,  MeCarty, 


[H.  or  R. 

W.  McCoy,  R.  McCoy,  HcDoffie,  Mclntire,  McKen^ 
nan,  Hilligan,  T.  R.  Ifitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Newnan, 
Nuckolls,  Patton,  Pearce,  Pierson,  Polk,  Potts, 
Rencher,  Roane,  Root,  Russel,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A. 
H.  Sbepperd,  Smith,  Soule,  Speight,  Standifer, 
Stephens,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  P.  Thomas,  Wiley 
Thompson,  J.  Thomson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Ter- 
planol^  'nnton,  Ward,  Wardweu,  Wayne,  E.  Whit- 
tlesey, F.  Whittiesey,  O.  F.  White,  B.  D.  White, 
Wckliffe,  Wilde— 180. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Appleton,  Arntstrong,  N. 
Barber,  J.  S.  Barbour,  I.  C.  Bates,  Beardsley,  Bnggs, 
J,  Brodhead,  Gaboon,  Cfaoate,  L.  Condict,  o.  Concht, 

E.  Cooke,  Crane,  Creighton,  i.  Davis,  Dearborn, 
Denny,  Kckson,  Doddridge,  Ellsworth,  S.  Everett, 
H.  Everett,  Orenndl,  T.  H.  Hall,  Hammons,  Ear* 
per,  Hod^,  Hoffiiian,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Hnnt, 
Huotington,  Irvin,  Jarvia,  C.  C.  Johnston,  Kendall, 
Kerr,  Lecompte,  Mercer,  Newton,  Pitcher,  Ran- 
dolph, J.  Reed,  E.  C.  Reed,  Slade,  Southard,  Storrs, 

F.  Thomas,  Yance,  Washiogton,  Watmough,  We^ 
VTiUdo,  Wheeler,  WilUsms,  Tonng^S. 

South  ChTolirta  Claim. 

The  House  then  took  optite  bill  allowing  the 
State  of  Sonth  Oarolina  certain  soma  on  acooont 
of  ezpenditnres  made  by  her  for  defiance  dming 
the  late  war.  The  qnestion  before  the  Honse 
was  upon  ooaenrrenee  with  the  Oommittee  of 
the  whole  in  the  amendment  allowhig  a  oerUdn 
amomit  for  blankets  fhnushed,  which  was  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  WHrtTLHBT  moved  further  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  therefrom  the  first  and 
second  sections,  allowing  the  State  interest  on 
certain  sums.  He  stated  that  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  (of  which  he  ia  chairman.)  allowing  in- 
terest to  all  those  States  who  had  paid  interest 
on  the  moneys  they  bod  advanced  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  The  Oommittee  of  Chums 
proposed  an  amendment  to  that  bill,  which  re- 
tained the  Senate's  principle,  bat  extended  It 
to  all  advances  made  oy  any  of  &e  States.  He 
thought  it  better  that  these  allowances  dioold 
be  embraced  in  one  genmd  law,  implying  alike 

;  to  all  the  States. 

Mr.  MoDuTFis  urged  against  this  motion  the 
delay  which  had  already  taken  place.  Sonth 
CaroUna  had  waited  for  five  sessions,  and  had 
expended  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars  in 
presenting  her  claims.  Her  ^nt  was  now  here 
waiting.  The  principle  was  clear,  and  he  was 
willing  that  it  should  be  applied  to  all  other 
States  in  like  oiroamstances. 

Mr.  DuTTON  opposed  tiie  amendment,  and 
contended  that  Stnith  Cbn^ina  asked  no  more 
than  what  had  been  allowed  in  the  case  of  other 

,  States,  and  that,  if  thwe  was  any  distiDction 
between  their  cases  and  h^rs,  the  distinction 
was  in  her  favor.  The  State  had  a  bank  in 
which  she  invested  her  funds,  when  not  other- 
wise employed ;  and  from  which  the  State 
nanaUj  derived  a  dividend  of  from  nine  to 
twelve  per  cent.  Yet,  though  her  advances 
had  been  made  from  the  stock  of  this  bank, 
she  draunded  bi^  ux  per  cent,  interest. 
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Hr.  Williams,  of  North  Oarolina,  contended 
that  Hub  bill  introdnoed  a  new  principle,  namely, 
that  States  were  to  be  compensated  for  what 
^e^  had  lost  in  consequence  of  making  ad- 
vanoes  to  the  Union.  If  this  principle  was 
a^pted,  it  ought  to  be  oairied  TaUj  oat,  and 
Bcmth  Gandlna,  inrtead  of  receiving  six,  onght 
to  be  allowed  from  nine  to  twelve  per  oeot. 
She  had  not  rdsed  the  money  by  taxes,  or  bor- 
rowed it  on  interest,  hot  had  nsed  her  bank 
stock,  CD  which  it  was  verr  uncertain  what  in- 
terest she  might  have  received.  The  fninciple 
established  by  the  Committee  of  Glamis  was, 
that  the  States  were  to  be  aUowed  only  for 
losses  or  iiguries  actually  aostainedf  and  inters 
est  actually  paid. 

Hr.  KxBORB  protested  with  warmth  against 
the  principle  that  any  regard  was  to  be  had  to 
the  state  and  condition  of  a  State's  finances  at 
the  time  she  had  advanced  money  to  the  United 
States,  in  settling  the  allowaooe  of  interest. 
South  Can^ina  had  a  baidt ;  and  whether  she 
had  been  making  upon  its  stock  ten  per  oent., 
or  fifty  per  cent.,  or  a  hundred  pw  oent,  was 
perfectly  immateriaL  The  only  question  was, 
whether  the  United  States  had  had  her  money, 
whether  they  onght  to  reimburse  it,  and 
whether  they  oogfat  not  to  allow  her  the  legal 
rate  of  interest  during  the  time  they  had  had 
the  use  of  it.  The  interest  was  as  much  doe 
as  the  principal.  A  State  might,  for  certun 
reasons,  oe  wllllog  to  wMve  a  part  of  her  claim, 
bnt  that  did  not  touch  the  right.  Hr.  H.  here 
went  into  a  statement  of  uie  circomatanoes 
whi(^  had  induced  Yiiirinia,  at  one  time,  not 
to  press  the  whole  of  her  denuuidB  upon  the 
United  States.  Bat  if  one  State  should;  ehoose 
to  compound  for  a  part  of  her  donand,  that  did 
not  in  the  least  afleet  the  ririita  of  other  States. 

The  principle  was  a  very  miportant  one.  It 
was  important  that  all  the  States  diould  under- 
stand that,  if  under  any  emergency  the  General 
Oovenunent  should  be  unable  to  extend  its 
shield  over  all  the  extremities  of  the  Union, 
those  States  who,  in  such  a  crisis,  made  ad* 
vances  for  the  genersl  defence,  would  be  sure 
(tf  a  just  and  ample  compensatioQ. 

Hr.  WHzrTLBsaT,  after  an  explanation  to  Kr. 
Hnon,  begged  that  gentleman  and  all  ^e 
House  to  take  notice  that  he  was  not  opposed 
to  the  allowaiioe  ftf  Interest  in  any  ease  where 
advanoes  had  been  made.  He  fdlly  admitted 
the  Justice  of  the  prindple,  that  the  Oovem- 
tnent  ought  to  allow  interest  for  the  time 
during  which  it  had  had  the  use  of  the  money 
oi  iba  States.  Espetaally  ought  this  principle 
to  be  e4>pUed  to  the  advances  made  during  the 
last  war,  when  the  funds  and  credit  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  were  so  completely  exhausted, 
that  its  stock  sold  for  twelve  aud  nineteen  per 
cent,  below. par.  No  more  was  asked  for  these 
timely  advances,  than  a  simple  interest  of  six 
per  cent.,  by  allowing  which  the  United  States 
would  nnqueitjonably  be  great  gainers.  It  was 
not  on  this  ground  that  he  had  moved  the 
amwidmani^  b«t  beoaoae  he  widied  eq^ual  joa- 


[Fbbwabt,  183S. 

tice  unto  all  the  States,  and  because  the  bill,  is 
it  stood,  was  in  such  a  diape  that  the  Third 
Auditor  would  have  great  dtffioultj  in  acdiig 
upon  it.  Hr.  W.  concurred  with  the  gentknuai 
from  North  Oarolma  (Hr.  WnxiAHs)  that  the 
bill  did  oootaln  anew  priaoiple,  beoaoae  iBtertet 
had  heretofore  hem  aDowed  oidy  in  mwat  where 
the  States  had  themselves  paid  mtereet.  Sodi, 
at  least,  had  beoi  the  role  in  referraioe  to  the 
last  war.  It  would  be  an  endless  task  to  eakn- 
late  the  interest  on  each  particular  sum  from 
the  time  it  had  been  advanced.  The  Sensts 
had  proposed  a  better  rule,  which  was  to  coia- 
mence  the  allowance  of  interest  from  the  time 
when  the  demand  had  first  been  made,  nor  did 
the  bill  specify  when  interest  was  to  oeaae. 
The  Committee  of  Claims  had  provided,  in  their 
amendment  to  the  Senate's  bill,  that  interest 
should  cease  from  the  time  the  mon^y  hid  beta 
refbnded. 

Mr.  JGluwobth  addressed  the  House  for  a 
short  time  on  the  manifost  equi^  of  anowiog 
iotflTOst  for  ab  advances  made,  whether  the 
money  had  b4bn  drawn  by  taxation  from  tlie 
pockets  of  the  people,  or  advanced  from  a  fond 
already  raised.  Toe  United  States  had  notin- 
ing  to  do  with  that  inquiry ;  no  man  woeld 
make  it  in  private  life.  He  feared  that,  if  tbe 
amendment  should  be  pressedf  the  wh(^  allow- 
ance might  ful. 

Hr.  DoDDBiDOE  made  an  explanation  as  to 
what  had  been  done  in  the  Virginia  Legislatnre 
on  the  suljeot  of  a  demand  for  interest  at  a 
different  pmod  fitan  that  relinred  to  by  Ifr. 
Mkbokb. 

Hr.  HoOoT  oonfiimed  Hr.  DomaanoB^B  stste- 
ment ;  it  was  Ihe  Congress  which  had  aasmacd 
'the  principle  that  Yir^nia  was  not  to  be  aUow- 
ed interest  on  all  her  advances,  but  ca)7  in 
cases  where  she  hsd  henelf  paid  interest  list 
principle  having  been  established  by  the  Hoobs, 
the  Committee  of  Clt^ms  held  themselves  bound 
by  it,  and  the  chums  of  all  other  States  nnce 
had  been  out  down  on  the  sune  prindple. 
Now,  a  new  ground  was  taken,  and  interest 
was  to  be  allowed  on  all  advanoee.  Hr.  HcC 
said  he  was  pr^>ared  for  this,  provided  tbe 

Srinciple  should  be  applied  equally  to  all  other 
tates  daiming.  On  tiiat  gnHmd,  bo  waa  ia 
favor  of  the  amendment. 

Hr.  HuHTiBoToir  advocated  the  InD,  inrisltd 
on  the  equity  of  the  general  prindi^  and  pro- 
tested against  any  reference  to  the  rnannMr 
which  the  Stato  might  have  ndaed  the  moBcy. 
Whatever  labor  tbe  interest  aocount  mi^t  oc- 
casion at  the  department,  let  it  be  met,  even 
dioold  it  require  the  whole  force  of  the  office. 
He  had  no  fears  of  establishing  such  a  prece- 
dent If  the  precedwt  was  just,  let  it  be  c»r- 
ried  out,  be  the  efi^ct  what  it  might 

Hr.  BuRGiB  was  opposed  to  the  amendmoit 
It  proposed  to  establish  a  law  diffweot  fnm 
that  which  had  existed  at  the  time  the  transae- 
tion  in  qaestion  had  taken  place.  Jt  was  an 
attempt,  by  oue  of  two  parties  to  a  contract  to 
make  a  rale  gainst  the  t^har.  Tb^  as 
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veil  attempt  to  insert  a  new  condition  in  a 
bond,  or  a  nevr  date  in  a  note  of  hand.  No  rale 
could  be  binding,  bnt  by  the  consent  of  both 
parties.  If  the  Uaited  States  acknowledge 
Bontb  Carolina  aa  their  agent,  they  most  admit 
her  claim,  and  allov  interest  from  the  moment 
that  the  money  passed  oat  of  her  hand.  The 
report  of  Genoal  Hamilton  had  settled  the  prin- 
ciple, and  established  it  fbrever.  It  bald,  in 
fact,  been  recogaized  nnder  tiie  old  confedera- 
tion ;  nor  could  the  Government  with  jostice 
escape  from  it.  They  were  as  mnch  bomid  as 
if  the  money  had  been  advanced  by  France  or 
Spun.  As  to  the  difficolty  abont  calcnlatiDg 
the  interest,  it  was  imaginary ;  and  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  expected  to  devise  any  rule 
whatever,  ont  of  which  the  Third  Auditor  coald 
not  raise  a  difficulty,  and  contrive  some  plea 
for  resisting  the  claim  of  Sonth  Carolina,  he  la- 
bored in  vain.  If  a  friend  had  advanced  ten 
thousand  dolbrs  to  relieve  him  in  the  hour  of 
hia  neoesuty.  aud  afterwards,  In  a  season  of  pros- 
perity, flbonid  uk  to  be  repaid  with  interest,  he 
ahoidd  blnsb  to  ask  that  fKend  whether  he  had 
had  the  money  by  Mm  when  he  lent  It,  or  in 
what  way  be  bad  procured  it.  The  iq>peal  was 
to  the  justice  of  the  Government.  If  they 
wanted  to  escape  it,  the  appeal  was  crooked 
and  difficalt ;  but  if  they  meant  to  do  justly, 
the  path  was  plain  and  open. 

Mr.  Whittlbset  again  stated  the  ^fficnlties 
that  would  occur  in  making  out,  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  department,  such  an  interest 
accomit  as  the  bill  in  its  present  form  would  re- 

3 aire.  He  delivered  a  eulogy  on  the  Third 
Luditor,  and  siud  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Bhode  Island  had  bad  any  claim  r^ected  by  that 
officer,  he  wonid  venture  to  aaj  It  was  one 
which  would  not  have  passed  by  any  court  of 
justice. 

Mr.  Aci-Us  replied'  to  the  objection  which 
had  been  urged  by  Mr.  Buboes  against  the 
amendment.  It  was  because  that  amendment 
proposed  a  law  by  which  the  payment  of  tbe 
interest  was  to  be  regulated,  that  he  was  in 
flavor  of  it.  Would  the  gentleman  be  good 
enough  to  inform  the  House  how  the  allowance 
of  South  Carolina  was  to  be  made  without  the 
law  T  It  was  for  the  verj  reason  that  there 
was  no  law  to  allow  her  dami,  that  she  fq}pUed 
to  that  Hoose.  The  bill  onl;^  did  partially  what 
the  amendment  proposed  to  do  more  generally. 
If  the  allowance  was  to  be  made,  Mr.  A.  wished 
it  to  be  made  according  to  law.  Would  the 
gentleman  ask  tbe  Third  Auditor  to  make  any 

Sayment  that  waa  not  warranted  by  law? 
[e  could  tell  the  gentleman  that  if  he  went 
to  that  officer  without  a  law  in  his  band,  he 
would  get  nothing.  Without  a  new  law,  South 
Carolina  oould  get  no  interest.  He  had  no  ob- 
iectioDS  to  her  receiving  interest ;  but  the  same 
law  which  allowed  it  to  her  ought  to  allow  it 
to  others.  This  was  what  he  bod  asked  from 
the  beginning,  and  what  he  asked  now,  that 
the  allowance  should  be  made  for  her  by  law, 
and  not  by  a  grant  from  the  Tnwarj. 


[H.  or  B. 

After  a  few  words  of  explanation  from  Mr. 
DB1.VT0K,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  rea^ng 
— ^yeas  180,  nays  47. 

Portmit  nf  WaMnffUm. 

The  following  resolntion  was  taken  np  for 

consideration ; 

Ruotved,  That  tbe  Clerk  of  this  Hotue  be  direct- 
ed to  employ  John  Yanderljo,  of  New  York,  to 
paint  a  fiiU^ogth  portrait  of  Washingtoo,  to  be 
placed  in  the  Hul  of  RepreientattTes  oppodte  to  the 
portrut  of  Lafayette,  the  head  to  be  a  copy  of 
Stuart's  WaiihlDgton,  and  the  accessories  to  be  left 
to  the  judgment  of  the  arUst ;  and  that  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  ftom  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
tog  this  resolution  Into  effect.  . 

Mr.  Watmouoh,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved 
that  the  resolntion  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  name  of  the  artist ;  he  wislied  that  the  beet 
talents  of  the  oonntiy  should  be  employed : 
bnt  he  olfjected  to  any  thing  like  a  looai  ref^ 
erenoe. 

Mr.  DoDDRtDGB  suggested  to  fill  np  the  blank 
with  the  words  "  some  suitable  artist." 
Mr.  Watmough  accepted  the  modification, 
Mr.  WHrrrLssBT  rose,  and  appealed  to  the 
Hoose  whether  something  was  not  owing  to 
the  living  as  well  as  to  tbe  dead.  And  as 
this  was  the  day  appointed  fpr  the  considerap 
tion  of  private  claims,  he  demanded  the  previous 
question. 

The  call  was  aastoined,  yeas  96.  The  pr^ 
vious  question  was  pnt,  and  tiie  resolnticm 
agreed  to. 

Statue  ({f  WaAington. 

The  House  proceeded  to  tiie  consideration  of 
tbe  following  resolntion,  reported  from  tbe 
Committee  on  the  PubUo  Buildings  on  tbe  14th 
instant : 

Resolved,  That  tbe  President  of  the  United  f^tates 
be  authorized  to  employ  Horatio  Oreenougb,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, to  execute,  in  marble,  a  full-length  pe- 
destrian statue  of  Washington,  to  be  [daced  in  Uia 
centre  of  tbe  rotundoofthecapitol;  the  bead  to 
be  a  copy  of  Houdon'a  Wasbingtm,  [In  the  capitol 
at  Richmond,]  and  the  accessories  to  be  l«ft  to  the 
judgmeot  of  tbe  arUat. 

The  question  waa  put,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  aa  followa-^yeas 
11^  naya  SO. 

Olaim  tjf  jtfn.  CwwipJsfi  DaoaXmr. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Speight  in  the  chair,  on  the  follow- 
ing bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Decatur : 

it  tnaetei,  (£c.,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, as  a  full  compensation  and  remuneration  to 
Susan  Decatur,  widoir  and  repreaeQtati?e  of  tbe  lata 
Captain  Stephen  Decatur,  the  commander,  and  to 
the  officers  and  crew  of  tbe  United  States  schoon- 
er Intrepid,  for  the  capture  and  destmetlon  of  the 
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Tripolitu  frigftU,  btM  the  United  SUtce  fHgate 
FUlukli^iia,  oot  of  «nj  ounwy  in  the  TwMnry  not 
otberwlie  ipproprikted. 

Bec.  S.  A%dh»UfmriKgrtiima»d,  That  the  nid  tain 
of  one  bandred  thonauid  doiUn  be  divided  tmong, 
uid  paid  (under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy)  to,  tbe  commanding  officer  of  the  sqaad- 
ron,  and  to  the  eorriTing  ofBoen  and  crev  of  the 
idd  whooiier  Intrepid,  and  the  repreaentatiTea  of 
mcb  aa  are  dead,  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to 
lay :  to  the  widow  of  the  tate  Commodore  Freble, 
the  commander  of  the  sqoadron,  five  tfaoiwand  dol- 
lars ;  to  Suaan  Decatur,  the  widow  and  legal  repre- 
•entatire  of  the  late  Stephen  Decatur,  being  the  of- 
floer  included  in  the  fint  claw,  thirty-one  thousand 
Edut  hundred  and  twelve  doUtrt  and  forty-two  cents ; 
to  the  oBeers'indttded  in  tlie  second  class,  or  their 
legal  representatireB,  Tit.  James  Lawrence,  Joseph 
Bftlnbridge,  and  Jonathan  Thorn,  tbeir  equal  pro- 
portions of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and  rixty- 
foor  dollar*  and  ninety-«is  cents ;  to  the  officers  in- 
cluded in  the  third  ohuM,  vis.  liewia  Heennan,  Ralph 
Iiard,  William  Wiley,  William  Book,  and  Edward 
Kellar,  or  their  legal  representatives,  tbdr  equal 
proportions  of  fourteen  tiioasand  nine  hundred  and 
flfty-dght  dollars  and  twenty-^ht  cents;  to  the 

Sirsons  included  in  the  fourth  class,  vii.  Thomas 
cDonongh,  Charies  Morris,  John  Davis,  John 
Bowe,  Afexander  Lawee,  Thomas  0.  Anderson, 
James  Metcalf,  Nkholax  Brown,  and  Joseph  Boyd, 
or  their  lefpal  repreimtatires,  their  equal  propor- 
tion! of  timve  tbowaBd  two  hundred  and  flneen 
ddlars  and  tdnety-throe  eeots ;  to  the  persons  in- 
daded  in  the  fifth  class,  vis.  George  Crawford, 
George  Brown,  John  Newman,  Paul  Frader,  Solo* 
mon  Wren,  Duncan  Mansfield,  S.  Catelino,  Samuel 
Endicote,  James  Wilson,  John  Ford,  and  Richard 
Doyle,  or  thdr  legal  representatives,  their  equal 
propawtlons  of  eleven  thousand  and  aeveaty-four 
odllati  and  ei^ty-nine  cents;  and  to  the  persons 
Incduded  ia  we  sixth  eUsa,  consistiug  of  forty-two 
■eamen  and  marines,  or  their  legal  represeDtatives, 
thdr  equal  proportions  of  twelve  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars  and  fifty-two 
cents :  PrvtiSf^  That  the  accouniing  officers  fihall, 
In  no  instance,  pay  over  the  (Ustributive  share  due 
to  the  proper  persons  herein  provided  for,  to  any 
other  person  or  persons  whomsoever  than  to  him, 
her,  or  them,  for  whom  it  is  appropriated,  or  to  his, 
her,  or  th«r  legal  representative  or  representatives, 
first  fully  ascertained  to  be  such  by  the  said  ac- 
counting officers.  Nor  shall  any  contract,  bargain, 
or  sale,  of  any  such  distributive  share  to  any  person 
or  persons,  be,  in  any  wise,  obUgatory  on  Uie  ven- 
der, bat  shall  be  hdd,  and  deemed  to  be,  duU  and 
void,  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

Ur,  Cabsoit  said,  in  oommeDding  this  bill  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Honse,  he 
woold  briefly  state  tliat,  fh)in  motiTes  of  public 
policy,  the  OoDgresa  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
year  1800,  were  indnced  to  pass  laws  for  the 
better  govemmcDt  of  the  naTj,  and,  in  the  fifth 
section  <^  the  act  of  that  year,  proTirion  was 
made  that  the  proceeds  of  all  uilps  and  ves- 
sels, and  the  go<>d8  taken  on  boara  oT  them, 
which  shall  m  adjudged  good  prizes,  sbalL 
when  of  eqoal  or  snperior  force  to  the  vessel 
making  the  ci^tnre,  be  the  sole  propertj  of  the 
captors ;  and  when  of  in&rior  force,  shall  be 


divided  equally  between  the  officers  and  men 
making  the  capture  and  the  United  States." 

The  obvioas  effect  of  thia  act  waa,  undoubt- 
edly, to  foster  the  qririt  of  oar  navx,  then  in 
its  infimcj,  and  to  sthnnlate  oar  aeameo  to 
deeds  of  gallantry  and  of  daring,  whilst  in  the 
service  of  their  cooatrr,  by  holdmg  oat  to  them 
rewards  fbr  their  vtuor.  This,  then,  beii^ 
taken  as  a  reason  for  the  passing  of  the  act 
alluded  to,  he  asked  the  House  whether  anj 
engagement,  or  any  achievement  in  their  naval 
annals,  oonid  be  oompared  to  the  burning  <A 
the  frigate  Philadelphia  in  Tripoli,  or  which 
could  come  more  properlj  within  the  proviaona 
of  the  spirit  of  the  act  entitling  our  seamen  to 
rewards.  lie  did  not  think  there  was  any  one 
ease  for  whidi  oompensation  for  serricea  could 
be  more  fUrly  bestowed,  than  the  present  ease 
now  before  them. 

It  was  useless  for  him  to  dilate  on  Itte  drcmn- 
stances  which  led  to  the  recapture  and  bnrains 
tit  this  Mgate ;  for  althoaeb  often  attemptecC 
no  one  as  yet  had  been  tbnnd  able  to  do  jastice  to 
the  valor  of  those  who,  led  on  by  Commodore 
Decatur,  achieved  that  glorious  deed.  To  use 
the  language  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  by  Commodore  Preble,  in  his  official 
despatches  at  the  time,  their  oondnct  in  the 
dangereua  service  asaigned  them  waa  not,  could 
not,  be  aufficiently  estimated ;  "  it  was  beyond 
aU  pr«se."  In  this  era  of  generous  reward  for 
patrioUo  serrioes,  be  h(mea  for  tibe  favoraUa 
attention  of  Congress  to  this  ddm.  They  were 
abmit  to  celebrate  the  oeatennial  anniTersary 
of  Washington,  and  had  that  morning,  in  voting 
a  statue  to  that  great  man,  (a  vote  in  which  be 
waa  happy  to  concur,)  done  an  act  which  would 
redound  to  the  honor  of  the  House  and  of  the 
country ;  and  there  was  no  tame,  he  thoozfat, 
more  suitable,  nor  any  act  which  would  reflect 
greater  credit  on  them  than  was  now  in  timr 
power.  He  asked  for  Uieir  serious  Bttenticm 
whilst  prooeeding  to  state  the  strong  claims 
which  Mrs.  Decatur  had,  being  the  widow  ctf 
him  whose  name  waa  so  asaooiated  wiUi  tiiis 
noble  enterprise;  for  glorious  aa  was  the  achieve- 
ment^ the  greater  ^wy  of  haviw  fint  planned 
it  was  her  hnsbwd^s.  Her  <Mims  on  thb 
account  were  stronger  from  the  cironmstanees 
upon  which  the  attack  on  the  Philadelphia,  in 
the  enemy's  harbor,  was  so  signally  suocesafnl, 
and  which  would  be  so  weD  described,  in  the 
following  letter,  which  be  would  read  to  thcra. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  read  the  official  despatch,  ^ving 
a  detailed  account  nf  the  enterprise.] 

There  was  nothing,  Ur.  C.  ocmtended,  in 
chivalry  to  be  compared  to  this;  there  was 
nothing  in  the  annals  of  our  navy,  nor  in 
the  naval  annals  of  the  world,  to  be  compared 
to  this  engagements  He  waa  unwilling  to  bare 
tfatir  foeUngs  carried  away  bj  the  diivalry 
displayed,  and  rather  wtohed  they  shoold  return 
to  tiie  great  benefits  resulUuK  to  this  Govern- 
ment from  the  capture  of  that  vessel,  and,  in 
doing  so,  estimate  what  was  due  to  the  gallant 
iMder  <n  this  gallant  baud.  To  eudde  the 
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House  to  reward  these  penons,  they*  woald 
recollect  that,  although  there  were  aots  passed 
-which  gave  remuneration  to  the  captors  of 
vessels  actually  made  prizes,  and  condemned  as 
cucii,  there  was  not  any  proviaion,  by  the  exist- 
ing prize  laws,  in  oases  where  vessels  were 
totally  destroyed.  Congress,  not  to  let  any  act 
of  heroism  pass  nnrewarded,  had  established, 
during  the  late  war,  precedents  upon  which 
this cuim was fonnded,  InVa^f  1818,anaotwa8 
pasMd  empowering  tbe  President  to  distribute 
fifty  thoasand  dollars  to  Commodore  Hall  and 
others,  for  the  capture  of  the  Goerriere.  For  a 
nmilar  purpose,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thou- 
aand  dollars  for  the  capture  of  tbe  Hornet. 
And,  in  fact,  rewards  were  bestowed  for  up- 
wards of  twenty  other  vessels,  whinb,  having 
been  captured  from  the  enemy,  were  recaptured, 
or  destroyed  at  sea  or  on  the  lakes,  durmg  the 
late  war. 

The  committee  reported,  by  the  bill  before 
ibem,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  dis- 
tributed amongBt  the  option  of  the  frigate,  esti- 
mating the  value  <tf  her  at  only  that  amount, 
although  Bhe  was  well  known  to  be  worth  two 
hundred  tiionsaud  dollars.  The  House,  follow* 
Ing  the  precedents  already  detcdled  by  him, 
with  respect  to  other  vends,  would  not  hMi- 
tate  in  giving  the  snm  reported  by  tbe  commit- 
tee. The  committee  had  followed  the  sugges- 
tions recommended  by  Commodore  Bodgers,  in 
a^iportioning  the  distribution ;  and  the  mode 
adopted  in  uie  bill  was,  under  the  circumstan- 
ce, the  very  best  which  could  be  made.  Hav- 
ing brought  the  subject  before  the  Hoas&  he 
wished,  before  he  oonoladed,  again  to  call  their 
atteotioa  to  tiie  lignal  benefits  derived  from 
this  acdiievement,  and  which  were  more  for  the 
advantage  of  the  United  States  than  for  those 
engaged  in  il  Of  its  beneficial  effects  at  the 
time  to  this  Government,  an  instance  might  be 
found  in  the  fact,  than  when  Commodore  Deca- 
tur returned  successful  from  Algiers,  and  ap- 

S eared  before  Tunis,  he  there  mode  a  prompt 
emand  from  the  Bey  of  satisfaction  for  ii^n- 
ries  done  to  our  citizens;  and  to  show  the 
dread  inspired  by  this  achievement  at  Tripoli, 
be  would  read  to  them  Commodore  Decatur's 
own  letter. 

[Here  JJ>.  C.  read  the  letter  referred  to.] 
The  Bey  paid  into  the  hands  of  our  consul, 
vho  had  been  appointed  prize  agent  there, 
forty-riz  Uionvand  dollars,  tbe  amouat  speotfied 
in  a  protest,  for  two  vessels  which  the  Bey  had 
pwmitted  the  British  to  take  out  of  the  harbor, 
and  which  had  been  captured  by  the  American 
privateer  Abcellno.  Commodore  Decatur  sub- 
sequently obtained  a  farther  sum  of  twenty -five 
thousand  dollars  from  the  Pacha  of  Tripoli, 
making,  altogether,  seventy-one  thousand  dol- 
lars, whidi  accrued  to  this  country,  he  was 
warranted  lu  saying,  solely  from  the  dread  in- 
q>ired  by  the  gaUaotry  of  his  conduct 

He  now  asked  tbe  Honae  to  remunerate  Mrs. 
Becatnr,  as  representative  of  this  gallant  man, 
for  the  recapture  of  tlie  frigate  Pniladfllphia ; 


[B.  or  R. 

and  having  stated  the  ground  upon  which  the 
clum  was  made,  as  the  House  did  not  wish  a 
long  discussion  ou  the  subject,  he  would  not 
tre^ass  further  on  their  time,  but  would  re- 
serve the  right  of  replying  to  any  objections 
that  might  be  made,  if  the  objeotionB  were  of 
sufficient  force  to  require  it ;  and  would  con- 
clude by  tmsthig  that  this  era  of  generous  feel- 
ing would  be  propitious  to  this  ebim,  and  that 
the  bill  wonid  pass  without  any  amendment. 

Mr.  Tbaot  was  totally  Miposed  to  tiie  bill, 
considering  !t  both  nnjustiflable  in  principle  aa 
well  as  in  the  mode  in  which  the  distribution 
was  to  be  made  under  it.  As  Commodore  De- 
catur had  not,  daring  twenty  years  previons  to 
his  decease,  made  any  claim  of  this  kind,  he 
(Mr.  T.)  considered  that  it  was  a  waiver  of  the 
claim.  He  had  received  during  his  lifetime 
suitable  rewards  from  Congress  for  the  services 
he  had  performed,  with  which  he  was  satisfied. 
And  however  hichly  he  thonght  of  his  merits, 
and  sympathized  with  his  lady,  whom  it  was 
the  object  of  the  bill  to  bendtt  so  larvely,  he 
would  not  permit  his  feelings  of  senaibility  in 
her  favor  to  carry  duty  as  a  member 

of  the  Legislature.  The  bill  called  on  the 
Honse  to  vote  a  very  large  snm,  for  which, 
with  the  exception  of  the  grant  made  by  Con- 
gress to  Commodore  Perry,  and  for  the  capture 
of  some  piratical  vessels  at  Borrataria,  there 
was  no  precedent  on  the  journals.    By  the 

Erize  act  it  appeared  that  eSi  that  Commodore 
tecatur  would  hare  been  entitled  to  receive,  if 
alive,  out  of  this  claim,  would  be  only  ten  tbou- 
sand  dollars.  This  amount  should  therefore,  in 
his  opinion,  be  conddered  enon^  for  his 
widow.  But  If  tile  bill  must  pass,  he  felt  it  his 
daty  to  move  the  following  amendment,  viz., 
that  tbe  sum  voted  should  be  distributed  ao- 
cording  to  the  provisions  of  the  prize  act. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Tbaot*s 
amendment,  and  negatived — yeas  64,  nays  78. 

Mr.  pBAROs  advocated  the  claims  of  tbe  two 
nieces,  daughters  of  Commodore  Decatur's  sis- 
ter, whose  circumstances  were  such  as  to  give 
them  strong  claims  to  some  portion  of  the  re- 
ward about  to  be  bestowed.  As  the  sum  to  bo 
granted  by  the  bill  assumed  the  shape  of  a  gra- 
tuity, and  was  nut  In  the  nature  of  a  vested 
interest,  the  House  could  apportion  tbe  amount 
in  their  discretion.  This  portion  of  tiie  CamUr 
of  Commodore  Deoatnr  lived  with  him,  and 
were  dependent  on  him  for  rapport  during  his 
lifetime.  He  thought,  if  there  were  10,000 
dollars  set  off  for  them,  that  is,  if  6,(H)0  dollars 
were  oiveu  to  each  of  these  two  ladies,  and  de- 
ducted from  what  was  intended  for  the  widow, 
she  would  still  have  sufficient,  not  having  any 
&mily ;  and  the  House  would  be  acting  with 
generosity  to  both.  For  this  purpose,* he 
moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  sum  of 
31,000  dollars,  now  iueerted  in  the  bill  for  Mrs. 
Decatur,  shoald  be  stricken  out,  and  21,000 
dollars  inserted  in  lien  thereof 

Mr.  Kcas.  of  Uaiyland,  said  he  had  serai  this 
daim,  on  former  oocaBlona,  reiusted,  as  he 
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thooght,  nnjastlf,  and  it  had  failed,  in  part, 
from  aa  miaae  pardmonT  on  the  part  of  sonw 
very  worthy  and  honwable  membwa,  and  from 
unreasonable  pr^ndioea  exdted  aga^ut  it  It 
had  even  been  said,  at  one  time,  that  Deoatnr 
had  no  peculiar  merit  in  setting  forth  this  en- 
terprise, because  he  acted  under  the  orders  of 
Oommodore  Preble,  and  it  was  whispered  tiiat 
the  prisoners  in  Tripoli  had  first  snggested  the 
plan.  Sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  amongst  the  abimdant 
proofs  which  ma;  be  ^resent^  on  this  point,  I 
will  read  to  the  committee  certun  letters  from 
one  who  was  perfectly  conversant  in  the  whole 
transaction,  and  who,  from,  the  relation  of  rank 
which  he  bore  to  Decatur,  oonld  never  have 
suffiered  the  minnteat  circumstanoe  to  have 
passed  from  his  memory.  Oommodore  Stewart 
was  in  the  squadron  at  the  moment  of  the  un- 
fortunate loss  of  the  Philadelphia ;  and  be  after- 
wards commanded  the  Syren  on  this  expedition. 
He  was  the  senior  officer  of  Deoatnr,  and  had 
also  volnnteered  his  services ;  bnt  tiie  prefer- 
ence  was  given  to  Decatur,  for  the  sole  reason 
on  which  I  now  oontand  for  his  aaperior  moit 
in  it 

[Hr.  K.  here  read  the  two  following  letters 
from  Commodore  Stewart,  addrrased  to  Mrs. 
Decatur.] 

Lttttr*  from  Oommodon  Stetoart  rdatim  to  th4r*- 
eaptun  <^  the  PkUadtlphia. 
BoaoxnowK,  (y.  J.)  December  12,  IB26. 

My  dear  Mrt.  Dtcaiur :  The  re-assembling  of 
th«  honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  ren> 
den  it  neceaiary  to  delay  no  Un^r  aosvering  your 
esteemed  &vor  of  June  l«st,4D  which  you  reitnest 
me  to  state  sach  information,  relative  to  the  burn- 
ing «F  the  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  as 
I  may  poasess,  in  aid  of  your  claim  on  our  conntry, 
for  the  suuceaa  of  that  gallant  enterprise,  so  ably 
and  honorably  perfonned  by  yonr  late  husband. 

I  regret  that  my  limited  abilities  disqualify  me 
from  portraying,  in  those  glowing  colors  of  which 
that  act  is  susceptible,  tbe  gdlantry  and  persaTerance 
with  which  it  was  performed  by  my  late  iiiend. 

You  state  that  your  late  fausband  bad  given  yoa 
to  understand  that  the  project  of  burning  that  mg- 
ate  at  her  moorings,  and  thereby  remove  a  serious 
impediment  to  the  Ibtnre  operations  of  the  squad- 
ron against  Tripfdi,  originated  with  him.  This  nn- 
deistanding  was  perferay  eorrect:  it  did  ori^nate 
with  your  late  husband,  and  he  flnt  volnnteeied 
himself  to  cany  it  into  effect,  and  asked  the  per- 
mission of  Oommodore  Preble,  off  TripoU,  (on  first 
discovering  the  frigate  was  lost  to  the  squadron,)  to 
effect  it  with  the  schooner  Enterprise,  then  under 
bis  command.  The  CommandeMn-Chief  thought 
it  too  haiardons  to  be  effoeted  In  that  way,  but 
promised  your  late  husband  that  the  object  should 
be  carried  into  effect  on  a  proper  occarion,  and 
that  he  should  be  the  executive  officer  when  it  was 
done.  It  was  accordingly  eff^ted  in  the  ketch  In- 
trepid, by  your  husband  and  seventy  volunteers  from 
the  B^ooner  he  commanded,  at  great  hazard,  not 
only  <tf  Ufe  or  liberty,  but  that  of  repnution,  and 
in  the  season  most  porilous  In  approaohing  that 
coast.  The  reooUeetion  of  the  diffloulues  and  dangers 
he  had  to  encounter  in  that  expedition,  of  which  I 
was  an  eyewitness,  exdtes  more  and  more  my  ad- 


ndtation  of  bis  gaOantiy  and  eatespriae;  mat,  al- 
though the  result  shed  a  lustre,  througboat  Wmft, 
over  the  Amerioaa  character,  and  ejuatod  aa  » 
paralleled  emulation  in  tbe  sttuadron,  m  oaroony 
alone  is  where  it  has  never  bMua  duly  esHmsled,  sr 
properly  understood. 

Courage,  and  great  force  alone,  could  not  ban 
effected  It.  It  was  necessary  not  ooly  to  pat  tbs 
smallest  possible  force  to  the  hazard,  bnt  its  mecf 
depended  upon  a  very  small  force  t>^g  need.  Tbt 
genius  and  mental  resouioea  of  the  executive  oSeer 
could  alone  compensate  for  the  want  of  force  aad 
numbers.  To  these  demands  yoor  late  baabaad 
was  found  fUIy  adequate,  ami  benoe  tba  brflSsal 
result.  The  mgate  was  coapletdy  dcstrevcd,  ■ 
the  Budst  of  tbe  enemy,  and  Us  lateeat  Acted 
without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

Accept,  my  dear  madam,  tbe  aaannnee  of  my 
highest  respect  and  esteem. 

CHABLBS  SnEWAXT 

Mrs.  Baatx  Dioum. 

IPntAia&rau,  fymmry  19X1. 

MjfdearMn.  Jkeahir:  I  received  your  kReraf 
the  80th  alt.  to-day,  In  which  you  request  rafbrma- 
tion  of  the  time  yonr  husband  propoeed  to  dMtroy 
the  frigate  Philadelphia,  in  tbe  faart»or  of  TrlpeE. 
Without  referring  to  my  books  and  papers,  now  at 
Bordentown,  I  conld  not  give  you  the  exact  dates 
which  you  wish ;  bat  this  la  of  no  mamem,  as  the 
fkcts  rdative  to  that  tianssetlon  will  be  soOeieat 

The  squadron  under  the  command  of  Coamtodore 
Preble  had  been  detuned  some  time,  aa  they 
severally  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  (with  the  ezeeptioa  of 
the  frigate  Philadelphia  and  the  scho<HieT  Vixen.) 
to  counteract  the  hoetOe  dedgus  of  the  EmpcriR-  of 
Morocco.  As  soon  as  the  Commodore  bad  aecosa- 
^shed  Ids  o^eots  in  that  quarter,  he  proceeded  off 
Tripoli,  in  the  Constitution,  accompanied  by  tbe 
schooner  Enterprise,  commanded  by  your  h«AMd. 
On  arrlring  off  Tripoli,  where  tbe  Coaunodatv  ci- 
pected  to  bid  the  frigate  PhOadetphis  and  aeboaMr 
vixen  blockading  that  port,  be  diaoovered  tlaS 
frigate  at  moorings  in  the  harbor.  It  waaattbistaM 
your  late  husband  proposed  to  destroy  tbe  fiiots 
with  tbe  Snterprise  under  his  command;  and  at 
this  time,  as  I  stated  in  my  former  letter  to  jov. 
Commodore  Preble  assured  your  husband  that  the 
frigate  should  be  deetrojed,  and  he  should  be  tbe 
executive  officer  when  done,  for  his  having  ao  hand- 
somely  volunteered  his  efforts  to  effsct  H  with  tiia 
schooner  Enterprise. 

I  give  you  these  &ots  as  I  reedrcd  then  tnm 
Commodore  Preble  and  yonr  husband  at  dw  tfme, 
as  well  as  from  several  offieen  then  on  board  As 
Constitution. 

Some  time  after  this,  I  arrived  at  Syraense  in  As 
Syren  brig,  from  Algiers,  and  offered  my  eenhita 
for  the  expedition,  wbieb  were  accepted  by  Cam> 
modore  Preble. 

Some  time  after  tUs,  when  tbe  ezpeffition  wasa 
;  subject  of  conversation  ia  the  oalnn  of  the  Coasfr 
tution,  (which  was  frequently  tbe  case,  from  tbe  ex- 
treme urgency  on  our  part  to  have  it  effected  in- 
me(£ately,  and  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the 
Commodore  to  have  it  executed  at  so  peribics  a 
season  of  the  year,  and  his  reluctance  to  p«  any 
tiling  to  hazard  In  a  fbroe  origbuUy  so  auu^ 
then  much  reduced  by  the  loss  oC  titie  frigate  aad 
her  crew,)  a  letter  was  reodved  from  Captau  Baia- 
bridge,  at  Tripoli,  I  think  by  way  of  JCaK  «Ueh 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONGRBSS. 


601 


Itamsr,  Ittl] 

wu  partly  written  In  lemon  Jnioe,  ud  whteb  tbe 
Commodore  read  to  m,  after  renderiDg  it  legible 
before  the  fire.  In  this  letter  tbe  praoUeabiHty  of 
deetroyiog  tbe  frigate  wan  strongly  urged  by  Cap- 
two  Batnbridge,  and  the  mode  be  pointed  out  was 
byampriie.  Thii  deipatoh  fliUy  ooaflrmlDg  all  our 
ideaa  and  preTiona  conmsatlooa  on  that  auhject, 
decided  the  Commodore  at  once  to  carry  it  into 
eSiBCt ;  wbiob  was  done  Boon  after,  in  the  manner 
■et  forth  in  hla  reports  on  that  subjeot  to  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Kary. 

I  remain,  with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem, 
yoor  mwt  obedient  serrant, 

CHARLES  STEWAfiT. 

"Willi  proofii  like  these,  said  ICr.  I  contend 
that  Decatnr  was  doubly  entitled  to  revard,  as 
the  projector  of  this  great  enterprise,  and  as  the 
leader  in  the  daring  execution  of  it,  which  shed 
tiie  first  halo  of  renown  npon  the  flag  of  oor 
in&nt  nary.  But  how  different  was  this  ex- 
ploit trom  a  battle  fought  between  equal,  or 
even  unequal  forces,  upon  tbe  open  seal  In 
the  one  case,  there  la  the  animatioa  and  en- 
fMntragement  which  passes  from,  man  to  man, 
at  the  Bonnd  of  the  battle ;  there  ia  tbe  sense 
of  oommon  danger,  and  of  mutual  support;  and 
tiure  are  all  ^e  obanoes  in  the  fortune  of  war : 
bat,  on  the  forlorn  hope,  there  ia  nothing  but 
oool,  ddlberate  courage  and  aelf-oommand  to 
support  the  adventurer,  la  the  case  beftve  us, 
there  was  a  display  of  consummate  Jndgment, 
coolness,  and  courage,  unsnrpassed  iu  the  an- 
nals of  history.  A  little  band  of  heroic  spirits 
precipitated  tiiemselves  into  the  harbor  of  a 
barbarian  foe — in  the  very  mouths  of  his  can- 
non— amidst  his  gunboats  and  his  galleys,  and 
upon  the  very  threshold  of  his  castle;  and 
there  destroyed  his  mMu  naval  force  in  the  face 
of  thousuds  of  armed  men  I  How  saperior 
was  such  a  ooaqaeat  to  a  [nice  t  Aad,  with  all 
the  known  effects  and  advantages  wUoh  flowed 
frmn  the  aohievemeat  of  tiiis  oiterprise,  after 
yon  have  uaiformly  rewarded  evety  eztnaordi- 
nary  iaddent  of  capture — even  of  the  tenders 
and  diips'  boats  of  tbe  enemy  in  the  late  war — 
such  as  occurred  in  the  Chesapealce  and  upon 
the  Pot<nnac,  and  other  rivers,  can  you  refuse 
a  fair  gratuity,  when  asked  for  by  the  widow 
of  the  heroic  leader  of  such  a  band,  for  herself 
and  his  surviving  comrades  I 

Then,  as  fbr  the  second  branch  of  the  ques- 
tion, Mr.  K.  asked,  to  whom,  since  Decatur  is 
no  more,  shall  the  reward  which  ought  to  have 
been  bestowed,  unsolicited,  npon  himself,  be 
now  allotted!  He  died  ohudless,  and  his 
widow,  as  •she  was  the  ot|ject  of  his  affbction 
and  oonfldenoe  in  life,  was  designated  in  his 
will  aa  the  sole  object  of  Ins  bounty.  To  all 
that  belonged  to  him  here,  it  was  his  declared 
wish  that  she  should  snoceed.  It  was  his  will 
that  this  should  be  so,  and  you  will  most  honor 
his  memory  by  fulfilling  it.  Mr.  K.  said  he  had 
deprecitted  a  pnblic  discussion  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  memorialist,  as  he  thought  the 
private  affidrs  of  Commodore  Decatnr,  and  of 
Ui  anrvivbig  widow,  were  mljeoti  mily  profm 
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to  be  tntrodnoed,  and  freely  spoken  of,  fi-om 
necessity ;  but  as  they  had  been  so  introduced, 
he,  too,  would  sppak  plainly.  Decatur,  when 
he  made  his  wiU — an  act  doubtless  executed 
with  due  reflection,  and  flnnness  of  purpose — 
must  have  looked  to  the  situation  of  his  own 
affairs,  and,  with  the  chances  before  him  of  a 
nigh  and  sadden  death,  conld  not  have  failed 
to  consider  the  probable  condition  of  his  wife. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the 
style  of  living  which  his  situation  and  standing 
had  oompelled  him  to  keep  up,  he  was  con- 
scious that  his  widow  might  soon  need  every 
thing  it  was  in  his  power  to  bestow ;  and  it  ia 
tme,  sir,  I  believe,  that,  in  the  endeavor  to  dis- 
charge his  honorable  debts,  and  to  save  a  pit< 
tanoe  to  herself,  her  hopes  have  deceived  Iter; 
and  although  I  speak  not  by  the  authority  of 
Mrs.  D.,  but  by  that  of  another,  perhaps  know- 
ing as  well,  I  think  I  may  safely  aver  that  she 
is  not  worth  a  dollar.  I  think,  therefore,  sir, 
the  money  which  this  hill  proposes  to  bestow 
on  the  widow  of  Decatur,  in  consideration  of 
his  public  service,  ought  not  to  be  withdrawn 
from  her,  and  distributed  away  amongst  his 
relatives,  under  mistaken  notions  of  that  kind 
of  jostioe  which,  like  a  species  of  charity  in  the 
world,  is  BO  diffosive  as  never  to  have  dried  the 
teva  of  one  widow,  or  reHeved  mm  orphan 
from  dlatreas.  And  I  trust  that  the  appeals 
to  popularity  which  have  been  resorted  to,  will 
not  have  the  effect,  as  heretofore,  of  defeating 
the  generons  action  of  Congress,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Vinton  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  SiJTHiBLAND  rosc,  but 

Mr.  YnfTON  pressed  his  motion ;  upon  which 
the  qnestaon  waa  taken,  and  carried. 


KoHDi.T,  February  20. 
Iruohmt  IMtore  £01 

A  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  granting  reUef  to 
certfuu  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States, 
came  up  for  consideration ;  and  the  question 
being  oo  its  engrossment  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  Ellsworth  briefly  explained  the  nature 
•of  the  bill,  the  object  of  which  was  only  to  fal- 
fit  the  intentions  of  the  House  in  passing  the 
act  of  last  year  upon  the  same  subjeot.  That  act 
bad  been  so  worded  that  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States  construed  it  to  apply  only 
to  a  particular  class  of  insolvents,  namely,  to 
those  who  were  tedinioaUy  insolvent,  efuier 
having  taken  the  benefit  of  the  act  in  favor  of 
bankruptcy,  or  having  made  an  arrangement 
with  their  creditors  to  deliver  up  their  prop- 
erty, or  having  absconded ;  to  those,  in  a  word, 
who  hadperfurmed  some  act  which,  according 
to  the  English  law,  would  constitate  them 
bankrupts.  The  Attorney  General  had  foonded 
this  construction  on  a  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  true  construction  was  immensely 
important,  because  tha  United  States  had  a  lien 
oa  the  property  oi  all  tJidr  Inaolvent  debtora : 
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aDd  if  all  persons  unable  to  pay  their  debts 
frere  to  be  bronght  within  that  term,  thej 
oaght  to  know  it  The  fifst  section  of  the 
present  act  was  intended  to  gnard  against  this 
interpretation,  ^le  rani^ng  seotioD  waa  In- 
tended to  flopplj  anothar  dafeot  in  last  year's 
aot.  By  that  law,  the  Sea«tary  of  the  Treaa* 
HIT  was  aothorized  to  release  those  creditors 
otuy  who  should  oompromise  with  the  United 
States,  by  pnyipg  a  part  instead  of  the  whole 
of  their  debt ;  bnt  as  it  often  ha{q>ened  that 
the  moBt  meritorioQS  class  of  debtors  was  foond 
among  those  who  have  not  taken  any  advantage 
of  any  law,  and  yet  were  unable  to  pay  any 
portion  of  their  debt,  the  present  bill  was  so 
worded  as  to  include  and  relieve  their  case. 

Mr.  WicELim,  apprehending  that  the  pres- 
ent act  would  be  liable  to  some  of  1h»  aame 
objections  with  that  of  last  year,  suggested  the 
propriety  of  amending  it,  by  adding  tlie  words 
"of  which  ability  the  Secretary  shall  be  aa- 
tborlzed  to  lodge  trom  all  tlie  evidenoe  before 
him." 

Ur.  StiawoBTu  sidd  the  Beoretary  had  the 

power  at  present. 

Ur.  FosTKB  objected  to  the  bill,  as  going 
moch  farther  than  the  act  of  last  year.  It  re- 
lieved not  onlj  those  who  offered  a  compromise 
with  the  United  States,  bnt  all  persons  who 
might  be  nnable  to  pay  their  debts.  This  had 
never  been  in  the  thoughts  of  the  House  when 
they  passed  the  bill  last  year,  and  it  woold  lead 
to  ootueqnenoes  of  the  most  dangerons  kind. 
The  GovemmeDt  was  thns  aboat  to  snrrender 
its  daim  to  thonsands,  and  perhaps  to  millions 
of  money  which  was  justly  due.  When  a  man 
had  private  debts,  as  well  as  his  debt  to  Oov- 
emment,  and  should  find  himself  unable  to  dis- 
charge both,  all  he  would  have  to  do  would  be 
to  pay  his  private  debts,  and  then  tell  the  Sec- 
retary that  he  was  nnable  to  pay  the  United 
States,  in  which  case  he  would  be  released. 
The  only  guard  against  this  was  the  discretion 
of  the  Secretary,  and  the  interpbsition  of  the 
board  of  commissioners.  But  everybody  knew 
bow  easy  it  waa  to  tell  a  smooth  tale,  and  sap- 
port  it  by  plansible  evidoioe.  Hr.  F.  was  ^ 
posed  to  empowering  any  offioer  of  the  Govern 
ment  to  release  the  creditors  of  the  United 
States.  That  power  ought  to  remain  in  Con- 
gress done. 

Ur.  Eluwobib  replied,  and  vindicated  the 
hill  as  not  going  an  inch  beyond  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  former  act.  The  gentle- 
man seemed  willing  that  those  creditors  shoald 
be  released  who  had  rich  friends  or  relations 
to  advance  a  part  of  the  debt,  but  would  leave 
the  poor  man,  however  honest,  under  a  hope- 
less harden,  because  he  was  without  such 
friends. 

Ur.  UoDmrni  inquired  whether  the  bill 
went  to  release  debtors  who  had  respimable 
BoreUea. 

Ur.  Eluwovth  replied  in  the  negative. 
Ur.  UoDcvriB  desired  that  this  should  ap- 
pear  on  the  fiu»  of  the  aot,  and,  with  a  view  to 
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that  end,  moved  that  the  ftiriher  considttatipn 
be  postponed  till  to-moiTOw. 
The  motdon  prev^led. 


T&DB8DAT,  February  28. 
J*atmt  to  AlimM. 

A  bill  granting  letters  patent  to  certain  ali«u 
was  read  a  seoond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  m- 
groflsed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Ur.  Tatlor,  in  explanation  of  the  biU,  said 
the  patentee  is  a  native  of  UaaMohnaetts,  who 
went  to  Europe  a  few  years  ago,  and  obtained 
in  England,  Franoe,  and  PruBoa,  patoata  for 
several  inventions,  of  whi<^  he  is  the  inventor. 
He  there  met  with  certain  individoals  who 
had  invented  a  great  improvement  in  the 
mannlhotore  of  ropes  out  oT  flai,  the  merit  of 
wUoh  diiefly  lay  in  the  foot  that  the  fibres  of 
the  flu  were  laid  in  the  rope  Wngitodinally ; 
the  consequence  of  which  was  an  increase  in 
the  strength  of  the  amonntin^  by  eiqwri- 
ment  to  twenty-ei^ht  par  oant.  This  new  man- 
ofactnre  waa  conducted  secretly,  but  Ur.  AXtti 
was  admitted  to  share  in  the  coaoem  oo  condi- 
tion that  he  should  obtain  a  patent  for  the  im- 
provement in  the  United  States.  He  had  ac- 
cordingly brou^t  out  with  him  models  and 
maohineiy  reqairite  to  set  np  the.mannfocture 
here,  ^ould  the  patent  be  granted.  The  oam- 
mittw  were  <^  t^Inion  that  the  improvement 
was  a  valuable  one,  and  might  with  advantage 
be  introduced  into  the  navy  yards  at  tb«  United 
States,  and,  althoa^  the  inventors  woe  for- 
eigners, they  consuered  it  expedioit  that  the 
patent  should  issoe.  They  hftd,  thwefor^  re- 
ported a  bill. 

The  House  went  into  Committoe  cf  the 
Whole,  and  took  np  the  genual  appn^iriatuHi 
bill. 

Minitter  to  Colombia. 

On  reading  the  following  paragraph : 

"  For  tbe  saUriea  of  the  Uinisten  of  the  United 
States  to  Oreat  Britain,  Fkanee,  ^Mtn,  Bosda,  and 
ColomUa,  doUait," 

Ur.  UoDtrrm  said  that  when  the  committee 
had  .proposed  to  fill  this  blank  with  $42,750,  it 
had  been  on  an  estimate  made  on  the  suf^Kin- 
tion  that  the  salary  of  the  Uinister  to  Ocdomlua 
waa  to  continue  but  nine  months.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  had  since  then  informed  the  com- 
mittee that  the  President,  for  good  and  suffi- 
cient reasons,  has  determined  to  .retain  our 
Uioister  at  that  court,  and  he  now,  therefoit^ 
proposed  to  fill  the  blank  with  $45,000. 

Mr,  WiLDB  said  he  was  unwilling  to  (^pose 
thed^ropriation,  bnt  he  oould  not  suffer  it  to 

Cwithoat  a  remark.  The  genUemaa  at  the 
1  of  the  Oomnuttee  of  "Wtyt  and  Ucena  had 
infonned  them  that  it  had  been  the  avowed 
purpose  of  the  Government  to  dlacontinne  the 
appointment  of  a  Uiniater  at  tbe  court  <tf  Co- 
lombia, and  to  iopply  hia  plaoe  with  a  cbargS 
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d*aflUn8.  He  ooiuidered  Hhtt  nto\vt&<m  u 
in  oonformlty  with  the  belt  intereste  of  the 
coautry.  He  recolleoted  that  a  certain  Oom- 
mittae  on  Betrenohment,  once  of  maoh  note  in 
that  Honse,  had  recommended,  among  other 
reforms,  the  disoontinnance  of  oar  Minister  at 
that  conrt,  and  the  House  had  had  from  a  late 
President  of  the  United  States  the  avowal  of  a 
similar  sentiment  In  a  discossion  which  had 
taken  place  a  few  da^s  since,  it  had  been 
avowed  that  the  GoTemment  of  Colombia  was 
dissolTed,  fuid  nnless  something  very  special 
rendered  it  neoesaary  to  oontinne  onr  Minister 
there,  Mr.  W.  was  not  prepared  to  Tote  the  ap- 
propriation. A  resolnutm  had  been  oBeni  by 
a  goitleman  from  South  Oarolina,  vhom  he  did 
not  now  see  in  his  place,  calling  for  information 
on  this  subject,  but,  owing  to  the  obstmotions 
arising  from  the  morning  debate,  the  resolution 
had  not  been  acted  on.  Till  the  Honse  had 
some  farther  light  on  this  subject,  he  thought 
the  first  sum  pn^MMed  by  the  oommittee  ought 
to  remain. 

Mr.  Abohkb,  chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  observed  that,  even  if  the  Qov- 
emment  of  Oolombia  had  t>een  dissolved,  as  be 
was  inclined  to  believe  it  had,  we  must  still 
have  a  ohai^  at  Bogota,  and  the  otmtinnance 
of  our  ICniater,  who  waa  already  there,  would 
ooet  the  Gorernment  no  more  than  the  send- 
ing out  a  cbargft.  The  discusdon,  therefore, 
was  merely  a  nominal  one,  inasmuoh  as  the 
Goyemment  asked  for  no  additicmal  expendi- 
ture. 

Mr.  Bill  thought  it  would  be  more  respect- 
ful to  the  Oovemment  that  the  sum  which  had 
been  asked  for  dioold  be  impropriated.  If  it 
should  afterwards  be  discoverea  by  Congress 
that  they  had  applied  for  a  useless  waste  of 
money,  and  Congress  should  deem  it  their  duty 
to  control  the  Execntive  Department  in  the 
oondoot  of  this  part  of  our  diplomacy,  the  sum 
inigbt  be  reduced.  There  wasj  besides,  another 
idea  of  great  intueat  to  flie  American  people, 
and,  iiufeed,  to  eveiy  people,  which  ^owed 
^e  propriety  of  the  appropriation.  If  tiie 
friends  of  the  prc^^ress  of  liberty  in  South 
America  thought  it  important  to  that  cause 
that  the  dismembered  fragments  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Colombia  should  1^  reunited,  then  this 
Government  ought  not  suddenly  to  withdraw 
its  Minister  from  Bogota. 

If  the  hope  of  reunion  was  to  be  fostered,  it 
might  prove  a  strong  argument  to  that  end, 
that  the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and 
<tf  Great  Brit^  still  oontinued  their  Ministers 
thtee.  He  derired  to  {^ve  the  friends  of  the 
late  Government  all  the  benefit  of  Bueh  an  ar- 
gument. 

Mr.  Wioixim  Inquired  wbeflier  the  Ull 
made  any  provimon  for  tiie  outfit  cf  a  chargi 
to  Colombia, 

Mr.  MoDvrra  replied  in  the  affirmative,  but 
that  was  a  specific  appropriation,  contained  in 
B  difl'erent  clause  of  the  bill. 

Hr.  WiOKum  fiirtiier  inquired  whether  the 


[B.  w  B. 

Oovemment  Odombia  had  any  accredited 
agent  near  the  United  States. 

Mr.  ABoau  shook  his  head. 

Mr.  WioKLiFFB  said  that  his  great  objection 
to  the  appropriation  was  that  we  were  sending 
a  Minister  to  a  Government  which,  so  far  as 
we  knew,  had  no  existence.  All  the  informa- 
tion we  had  on  the  sabjeot,  went  to  show  that 
it  had  been  dissolved,  and  three  Governments 
formed  in  its  stead.  If  our  Minister  wa^i  to  be 
sent  to  idl  three  of  those  Governmenta,  it  ought 
to  l>e  so  expressed.  He  could  see  no  good  rea- 
son for  the  increase  of  the  appropriation. 

After  some  further  conversation  between 
Messrs.  KoDuFni  rad  Jamna,  the  question 
was  put  on  the  ridng  of  the  committee^  and 
n^mved — ^yeas  81,  nays  19. 

The  ^propri&tion  of  (46,000  was  then  agreed 
to. 


TrntDAXy  Felnrnary  24. 

Weuhington't  SenuUiu. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing oommnnioatiwi,  via : 

Washivotoii,  AfrrtHirjr  24,  1&83. 
T»  tht  Bpeakw  of  th€  Botm  af  SepnmtiaHvM  of 
the  UMtBUOtt: 
One  of  bis  assodatea  not  baring  arrived  at  Wuh* 
ington,  and  tb«  other  faariog  declined  to  act,  in 
perfonnance  of  the  honorable  trust  confided  to  ua 
by  the  Gtoveroor  of  Yirginia,  the  tmderaigued  takes 
upon  himself  the  honor  to  traosniit  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  BepresentaUves  of  the  United 
States  the  envelope  directed  to  htm  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia,  coveriog  the  resolutions  of  the 
Qeneral  Assembly,  laying  clium  to  the  remains  of 
our  lUustrions  feUow-citizen  George  Washington; 
also  covering  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
rinia,  accompanying  the  reeolntibna ;  and  in  the 
diaclurge  of  thia  duty  be  tslies  leave  to  remark, 
that  wule  the  people  of  mrgiola  are  proud  of  the 
gratitude  of  tn^  feUow-dtisens  of  the  United 
States  for  tiie  enuneot  public  serrioes  of  the  father 
of  his  country,  and  also  for  tbeir  high  admiration 
of  his  patriotic  rirtues,  manifeated  b;  the  succes- 
rive  resolutions  of  Coogresa,  they  also  Justly  anti- 
cipate the  frank  acquiescence  of  their  feltov-dti- 
zeos  of  tlie  United  States  in  the  paramount  cUm  of 
his  native  Slate  to  the  sacred  remains  of  her  Wash* 
ingt(m. 

FBANaS  T.  BROOKE. 

YiBonna,  fizMnmri  Dxpartusht, 

F^irumy  20,  1S82. 
To  Andrew  Stewnaon,  Euq., 

Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Rep*.  IT.  8. 

Sib:  The  honorable  Francis  T.  Brooke,  Chief 
Justice  John  Uarahall,  and  Major  James  Gibbon, 
the  friends  and  brother  ofScera  of  Wnehington  iu 
the  war  of  the  revolution,  are  the  bearers  of  this 
commutation,  and  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  General  Anembly  of  thia  State,  ezprenire  ot 
their  feelings  and  thoiBo  of  the  cidaens  of  tliia  com- 
monwealth with  regard  to  the  contemplated  re- 
.  Doval  of  Um  remains  of  Washington  from  Mount 


WMmglem't  JUmmmt. 
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Vmiuhi  bj  the  Congreas  of  tbs  United  States. 
AgreMbly  to  tbe  wish  of  tho  Gcnerml  Aiwmbly,  I 
hareUteBooor  to  request  70a  to  reedve  ud  Is; 
tbe  TeaotatkMW  of  that  body  the  Hotue  of 

BMireMatattvei  of  tiw  United  States. 

lam,  Hr,  with  wmsidtrariTm  and  reapect,  your 
Abedlaiit  aamBti  JOHN  FLOTD. 

*'  The  Oenml  Assembly  of  TI^U  rtew  with 
auioBa  aoUeltnde  the  effbrta  bow  Boakiog  by  the 
Ooi^reai  of  the  Unlied  States  to  remofe  ttom 
Ifoant  Temoo  tbe  fenalu  of  Qeoi^ge  Washington. 
Such  removal  is  not  neeeiiatiy  to  perpctnale  the 
fiune  of  hlin  who  waa  "  &rtt  in  war,  and  first  in 
peace,**  nor  can  it  be  necessary  to  perpetuate  and 
atrengthen  the  national  gratitude  for  him  who  was 
**  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen." 

Tbe  bot  that  Viratnia  has  been  tbe  birthplace  of 
tbe  best  and  most  itfuBtrloas  man  tliat  ever  liTed,  is 
aatBtdly  oalcolatcd  to  inspire  her  eltizeua  with  a 
strong  desire  to  keep  his  remains  enshrined  in  tbe 
land  of  hie  nativity ;  this  desire  is  increased  by  the 
consideration  that  tiie  burial  ground  waa  dedgnated 
by  the  dyiog  patriot  himself.  Therefore, 

JUaolMd,  wMnimotalyy  That  the  proprietor  tte 
eamestty  requested,  in  the  name  of  tbe  people  of 
this  State,  sot  to  consent  to  tbe  remoral  of  tne  re- 
mtiaa  of  Oeorge  Washington  from  Monnt  Yernon. 

Hetolmt,  WMfiMioiu/y,  That  the  Ooveraor  of  this 
commonwealth  forthwiui  make  known  the  feelings 
and  wisbee  of  the  General  Assembly  upon  tbe  aub- 
Jeot,  in  the  most  appropriate  manner,  to  the  present 
prONietor  of  Mooot  Vernon,  and  the  Congreas  of 
the  united  States. 

Agreed  to  by  both  Houmi,  Febniary  M,  IBSI. 

aSOBOBW.  XUNFOBD,  a  H.  D. 

The  oommuiioatioii  Tu  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

Claim  <tf  Un.  Deeatwr. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Speiqbt  in  the  chair,  on  tbe  bill  for 
the  relief  of  STisan  Deoatnr,  which  bill  was 
warmly  debated  antit  half-past  four  o*clock. 

Ur.  Oarbok,  with  a  view  to  conciliate  those 
who  would  not  vote  for  the  bill  unless  it  con- 
tidned  a  pro^sion  for  tlie  nieces  of  Oommodore 
Deoatnr,  moved  (by  consent  of  Ur.  Pbabok, 
who  withdrew  his  amendment  fbr  that  purpose) 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  granting  $10,000  to 
tike  Hisses  UcEnight 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Kessrs. 
WiOELiFFB  and  Dbattoit,  and  advocated  by 
Ur.  DoDDHiDOB— when  the  qneaticai  being  put, 
it  waa  r^ected. 


.   Satdbdat,  Febroary  2S. 

Claim  Iff  Mn,  Jkeatw. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  fbrtherelief  of  Urs.  Decatur 
and  othm. 

The  qnestion  was  taken  on  "Mr,  PsAJtai's 
amendment,  and  woe  negatived— yeas  f%  nays 
80. 


[FsBBDur,  18SS. 

Mr.  Blair,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  said,  althongfa 
he  woold  not  yield  to  any  person  in  estimating 
the  valnable  scrvioea  of  Commodore  Decatur, 
yet  he  waa  opposed  to  the  bill  in  every  slitpe: 
he  was  opposed  to  it,  becaase,  tm  it  seemed  to 
be  oonoeded,  the  money  was  to  be  r^anled  u 
a  simple  donation  on  the  part  of  the  coiu)tr7. 
He  did  not  think,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  constitntion,  the  House  had  the  rirht  to 
make  snoh  a  donation.  Much  stress  bsd  been 
laid  on  the  oircnmstance  that  this  messore  bid 
oome  recommended  to  the  Honse  by  the  Pres- 
dent,  althotigh  he  QAr.  B.)  was  satisfied  that,  in 
recommending  it,  the  President  had  only  done 
what  he  felt  to  be  his  doty;  yet  heretretted 
that  he  liad  meddled  witii  it ;  he  wished  be  bid 
left  that  Job  undone.  In  opposing  this  measure, 
however,  he  for  one  haa  no  q)|»«heniioDaf 
bdng  ooDsnred  for  dtrfng  so  trr  toe  Present 
for  as  he  himself  got  credit  for  doing,  at  all 
hazards,  what  be  believed  to  beright,hew«tld 
doubtless  allow  to  others  tlie  privilege  of  scting 
consistently  with  what  they  deemed  s  nra- 
scientions  discharge  of  their  duty.  If,  hov- 
ever,  he  should,  in  so  acting,  incur  the  censure 
of  the  President,  then  he  wonld  say,  in  God'i 
name,  be  it  sa  He  felt  it  his  dajy  to  more 
that  tbe  enacting  danse  be  attiekM  oat  tiie 
bill. 

When  tbe  qnestion  on  this  motioo  wis  sbont 
to  be  pat 

Ur.  M.oI>DnnB  snggnted  the  ponriety  <tf 
wltbdrawtng  this  motion,  as  it  ooala  be  pot 
when  the  sm>Jeot  came  before  the  House. 

Ur.  Blais  consented  to  witodrsw  faia  amend- 
ment, but  a  aimilar  one  was  offered  by  Hr. 
PaiTOLBroi! ;  after  which, 

Mr.  PoLi,  in  reply  to  what  had  Men  bm 
the  member  frMn  South  Carolina,  widiedtoei- 
pl^  that  he  voted  for  the  bill,  not  on  tbe 
ground  of  its  being  a  simple  donation,  if  t» 
thonght  it  was,  he  agreed  with  him  thai  it  wM 
not  ia  the  power  of  the  House,  acoordir^totlie 
oonstitotion,  to  make  it ;  he  voted  tor  it  be- 
caase it  came  folly  within  Uie  equitaWe  priod- 

Sles  of  the  prize  act,  and  which,  as  fasd  ben 
et^led  to  the  House,  had  beensauctiooeddnr 
ing  the  late  war^by  Ck>ngress. 

Mr.  MoDoFFiK  believed  that  this  vss  aa  juit 
and  sacred  a  d^m  as  any  which  bad  been  erer 
pending  between  individuals  and  the  United 
States;  and  when  the  proper  time  wonld  MDe, 
he  was  prepared  to  meet  all  tiie  objectioM 
which  had  been  urged  agMDSt  the  bill. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  w 
committee  should  rise  and  report  |mgrcEs; 
which  motion  was  carried. 


MoiTDAT,  February  27. 
£ani  of  the  UtUttd  StatM—In^wn/  w'*  *^ 

The  fbDowtne  reaolntion,  moved  on  tbe  ^ 
instant  by  Mr.  Olattoh,  of  Georgia,  was  toW 

up: 


Amk  qfUu  UmUd  Statm—hqnirf  mto  iti  Omdaet. 
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-fieao^wd;  Tint  a  Selaet  OommlUee  be  appointed 
to  exaiAine  iDto  tbe  aSaira  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed Statea,  wtlh  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers, and  to  report  the  result  of  their  inquiries  to 
thU  House. 

Mr.  Wathotoh  moved  the  question  of  oon- 
sideratioQ. 

On  tbftt  qneetion  Mr.  Folk  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

A  disonssion  thereopon  arose  on  the  qaestion 
whether  it  was  in  order,  after 'a  resolation  had 
been  postpcmed  to  a  daj'  oartain,  to  reoaiva  a 
motion  snui  as  had  beoi  made  hy  Hr.  Wat- 

MOVOH. 

In  this  diaooH^on,  or  rather  oonTemtion, 
Messrs.  Polk,  HmnnioToirjOAKBBBLiHe,  Olat- 
TON,  Etbrbtt,  WiLLuau,  PoBTKB,  sud  MoDur- 
FIB  participated. 

It  having  been  asoert^ed  fVom  the  Jonmal 
tbab  ^e  resolation  after  havl^  bean  offered 
had  racaiTod  the  action  of  the  Hoase  b^  a  vote 
postponing  its  conudw«tion  nntil  this  day,  the 
Chair  decided  that  it  was  too  late  to  entertain 
the  question  of  eoDsideration. 

Mr.  WiixiAMB  thereupon  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table ;  bnt  after  some  re- 
marks from  Mr.  Olattoh,  he  consented,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  IfoDunx^  to  withdraw  lus 
motion. 

Ut.  Olatios  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  dis- 
GDss  thte  resolatiw,  bnt  in  a  eoMt  of  the  utmost 
liberali^.  [He  oommenoed  with  qnoting  a 
olsase  in  the  charter  requiring  the  bank  to  sub- 
tnit  its  afflurs  to  examination.]  The  Oommittea 
of  the  House  appointed  to  examine  the  subject, 
had  declared  that  the  power  to  investigate  the 
state  of  the  inatitntion  was  so  wholesome  in  its 
nature  and  tendency,  that  whenever  any  sas- 
picion  was  extuted  agunst  the  bank,  it  ought  to 
be  employed.  [Here  he  quoted  the  report  of 
the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  also 
that  of  the  minority  of  that  committee,  to  show 
that  they  oc^oided  in  reoommeniUng  an 
amination  into  the  aflUrs  of  tlie  bank.]  Mr.  0. 
said,  that  when  he  introdooed  the  reaolntion, 
he  had  ozpeoted  that  the  friends  of  the  buik 
would  have  seized  on  the  opportunity  thus  held 
out  to  than  to  put  the  institndon  on  higher 
ground  than  any  it  had  yet  occupied ;  for  snoh 
must  be  the  effect  of  the  investigation,  if  the 
condition  of  the  institution  were  such  aa  they 
represented  it  to  be.  It  must  be  manifest  to 
every  one,  that  if  the  bank  should  ccmie  out  of 
the  ordeal  unharmed,  and  prove  itself  to  be  a 
benefit  to  the  nation,  none  would  be  disposed 
to  put  it  down. 

Mr.  0.  said  be  would  frankly  state  what  he 
bdieved  oould  be  brought  a^^nst  the  bank. 
He  tfaonght  It  was  enongn  for  him,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  people,  to  state  to  his  co-repre- 
sentatives the  charges  which  he  believed  might 
be  substantiated  agunst  the  institution;  when 
they  had  heard  them,  they  n^ht  vote  the  in- 
vesti^tion  or  not,  as  they  mi{^t  deem  proper. 
The  following  facts  would,  he  believed,  be  es- 
taUished,  ana,  under  that  impreadon,  he  pre- 


[H.  or  a 

ferred  them  as  a  sort  of  indictment  against  the 
bank: 

1.  The  issue  of  7,000,000,  and  more,  of 
branch  bank  orders  as. a  currency.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  admits  seven  millions  issued. 

2.  Usury  oo  broken  bank  notes  in  Kentucky 
and  Ohio ;  they  amounted  to  $900,000  in  Ohio, 
uid  nearly  as  much  in  Kentucky.  See  2  Peters'a 
Beporta,  p.  627,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  cases. 

8.  Domestic  bills  of  exchange,  disguised  loans 
to  take  more  than  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent 
Sixteen  millions  of  these  bills  fbr  Beoonber  last. 
See  monthly  statements. 

4.  Non-user  of  the  charter.  In  thia,  that 
from  1619  to  1826,  a  period  of  seven  yeara^  the 
South  and  West  branohea  issued  no  currenoy  <tf 
any  kind.  See  the  doctrine  on  non-nser  of 
charter  and  doty  of.  corporatiwB  to  aot  up  to 
the  end  of  their  institution,  and  foifeiture  for 
neglect. 

6.  Building  houses  to  rent  See  limitation 
in  their  oharter  on  the  to  hold  real  prop- 
wty. 

6.  Ja  the  capital  stock,  not  having  due  pro- 
portions of  ooin. 

7.  Foreigners  voting  fcr  direotm^  through 
their  tnutees, 

Jhim  wofthif  inqwijy  ini0,  not  ameuntin^ 
to  Jbi;fUtun,  going^  if  tru^  oZsorfar  (o 
thorn  tile  AtaspedCnuiy  ^  tmoieit^  th»  car- 
ter. 

1.  Kot  cashing  Its  own  notes,  or  reo^ving  in 
deposit  at  eaoE  branch,  and  at  the  parent 
bank,  the  notes  of  each  other.  By  reason  of 
this  praotioe,  notes  of  the  mother  bank  are  at  a 
dlaoonnt  at  many,  if  not  all,  of  her  branches, 
aud  completely  negatives  the  assertion  of 
"  sound  and  nnifonu  currency." 

8.  Making  a  difference  in  receiving  notes 
from  the  Federal  Government  and  the  citizens 
of  the  States.  This  is  admitted  as  to  all  notes 
above  five  doUars. 

8.  Making  a  difference  between  members 
of  Oongreea  and  the  dtisens  generally,  in  both 
granting  loans  and  s^ing  bills  ctf  exchange. 
It  is  believed  it  can  be  made  to  appear  that 
members  can  obtain  bills  of  exchange  without, 
citizens  with  a  premium ;  the  first  ^ve  nomi- 
nal endorsers,  the  others  must  ^ve  two  suffi- 
cient resident  endorsers. 

4.  The  undue  aconmul^on  o^  proxies  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  to  control  the  election  for  direc- 
tors. 

6.  A  strong  suspicion  of  secret  understanding 
between  the  bank  and  brokers  to  job  in  stocks, 
contrary  to  the  oharter.  For  example,  to  buy 
up  the  three  per  cent,  stock  at  this  day,  and 
force  the  Government  to  pay  at  par  fbr  that 
stock;  and  whether  the  Government  deposits 
may  not  be  used  to  enhance  its  own  debt& 

6.  Subsidies  and  loans,  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  printers,  editors,  and  lawywa,  for  pnrposea 
other  than  the  regdar  burinees  m  the  bank. 

7.  Distinction  mihvor<rfnierchnnt>in  sdling 
bills  <rf  axohange. 
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8.  Practices  upon  local  banks  and  debtors  to 
make  them  petition  Ooogress  for  a  renewal  of 
ita  charter,  and  thus  impose  upon  Congress  bjr 
false  clamor. 

9.  The  aotnal  matuwemeut  of  the  bank, 
whether  safely  and  pmdentlj  condnotod.  See 
monthlr  statementB  to  Uie  otrntnuj. 

10.  The  octoal  oondititn  of  the  bonk,  her 
debts  and  credits ;  bov  mnoh  ahe  has  iooreased 
debts  and  diminished  ber  means  to  pay  in  the 
last  year ;  how  mnch  she  has  increased  her 
credits  and  moltipUed  her  debtors,  since  the 
FresideDt's  Meaeage  in  1829,  without  ability  to 
take  up  the  notes  she  has  issned,  and  pay  her 
deponta. 

11.  Excessive  issues,  all  on  pnUio  dwosita. 

12.  Whether  the  account  of  the  bank's  pros- 
perity be  real  or  delusire. 

18.  The  amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and 
bollion  sent  from  western  and  Soathem 
Iwanohes  of  the  parent  bank  since  its  establish- 
ment  in  1817.  The  anunmt  is  supposed  to  be 
fifteen  or  twenty  millions,  andj  witL  bank  in- 
terest on  bank  debts,  ocmstitates  a  system  of 
tlie  most  intolerable  oppression  of  the  Soatii 
and  West  The  gold  and  silver  of  the  South 
and  West  have  b^  drawn  to  the  mother  bank, 
mostly  by  the  agency  of  that  unlawful  currency 
created  by  branch  bank  orders,  aa  will  be  made 
Ailly  to  appear, 

14.  The  establishment  of  agendes  in  differ- 
ent States,  under  the  direction  and  management 
of  one  person  only,  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange, 
and  to  transact  other  business  properly  belong- 
ing to  branch  banks,  contrary  to  the  charter. 

Iff.  GiviDg  antJiority  to  State  banks  to  dis- 
oonnt  th(dr  bills  without  snthwity  from  the 
Seoretary  of  the  Treasnry. 

Having  gone  through  with  these  items,  briefly 
oommenuDg  on  each  as  he  proceeded,  Mr.  0. 
observed  that  he  knew  a  number  of  petitions 
had  been  presented  to  the  House  in  favor  of 
recbartering  t^e  bank.  Such  petitions  were 
gotten  up  with  great  fkcility.  Some  of  tiieee 
were  even  obtained  in  New  York.  Now  he 
would  appeal  to  the  whole  South,  whether  the 
petition  of  a  few  individual  merchants  was  to 
be  regarded  in  preference  to  the  declared 
opinion  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  He  knew  it  waa  beoome  very  nn- 
faahiooable  to  listen  to  the  voice  oi  States ;  he 
knew  they  were  searcdy  as  mnoh  respected  as 
BO  many  ootporatiooa,  and  that  their  will 
weighed  nothmg.  Bu^  as  long  as  he  was  able 
to  utter  his  voice  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  tiie 
States,  he  would  continue  to  aver  that  they 
were  worthy  to  be  regarded.  The  House  was 
receiving  the  petitions  gotten  up  by  the  bank 
as  an  expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  oomma- 
nity,  wMle  the  voice  of  New  York  and  of  other 
BtiUes  was  disregarded. 

The  bank  was  an  institution  whose  arms  ex- 
tended into  every  part  of  the  community ;  and 
one  of  its  officers  had  not  long  sinoe  boldl^  de- 
dared  that  the  moment  the  bonk  should  suc- 
ceed in  obtuning  the  renewal  of  its  charter,  it 


wonld  grind  the  State  institoticMas  to  doEt 
This  he  pledged  himself  to  prove.  An  inctitn- 
tion  like  this,  which,  by  a  mere  exertkn  of  its 
will,  could  raise  or  ^nk  the  value  of  any  and  ti 
every  commodity,  even  of  the  bread  we  ue, 
was  to  be  regarded  witha  jealous  watchAdDcaiL 
When  ^e  present  ohartw  was  granted,  s  coh- 
mittee  luut  Deen  appt^nted  to  inTestigite  ita  e»- 
cems;  and  he  ttumght  the  bank  opgbttobs 
satisfied  that  the  proposed  inqoizy  wooU  W 
instituted. 

The  charges  he  had  made*  oonld,  b«  waa  eoa- 
fideut,  be  muntained.  "Ha  had  not  made  thca 
without  the  beet  reasons.  Bat  eboold  tke 
ohai:^  be  refuted,  the  bank  woold  be  ahle  u 
convmoe  the  nation  that  it  did  not  rest  on  lbs 
rotten  foundation  which  some  men  snimond. 
If  such  should  be  the  result,  it  wooU^  in  a 
great  manner,  dose  his  mouth,  althoa|^  not  «d 
the  constitutional  oaestion  involved.  If  the 
bank  should  reiftiBe  um  inquiry,  it  would  foriet 
the  confidence  of  tiie  oommunity ;  and,  u  tfaa 
last  resort,  the  pe(^le  would  call  opoa  aaotktr 
watchman  to  pronounce  the  AHimUA  of  their 
protection.  He  had  not  a  donbt  that,  dioaU 
the  charter  be  renewed,  advantage  would  ha 
taken  of  tiie  granted  power  to  crogh  the  State 
institntioDS. 

Hr.  MoDmrsiB  addressed  the  Hoose  neariy  aa 
follows : 

Mr.  IfoD.  sud  that  if  any  tan^TUe  aad  sub- 
stantial charges  had  been  snbmittM  to  Uie  Hooas 
on  the  authority  of  but  a  nnfife  respectable 
witness  known  to  the  House,  ae  sfamdd  feel 
under  the  highest  obligation  to  go  into  the 
vestigation  proposed,  cost  what  it  nai^^  and 
be  the  consequences  what  they  might,  rat  it 
was  extremely  obvious,  tiiat  to  sustain  *  Teida- 
tiou  of  the  diaracter  of  that  which  had  been 
offered  by  the  goiUeman  firtHn  Georeik,  eoDtais- 
ing  matter  of  so  grave  a  kind,  and  having  soeh 
an  important  bearing  on  all  the  intereets  uf  the 
Bank  of  the  Uuited  States,  was  a  thing  not  like- 
ly to  be  done.  The  gentieman  had  drawn  up 
an  indictment,  as  he  called  it,  against  the  back, 
containing  fifteoi  counts;  and  ont  of  all  of 
them,  there  were  but  one  or  two  whidi  pn>- 
feuedto  disdoseany  other  tiia&matter  of  gu> 
era!  notoriety. 

Ab  to  the  first  diarge — tha  ioane  of  serea 
miUiona  and  more  of  brandi  bank  ofdtts  as  a 
currency:" 

Now,  sir,  sdd  Mr.  lfoD.,.IwilI  take  this 
charge  as  a  fair  specimen  of  tiie  whole :  and  I 
will  venture  to  say  that  all  the  others  will  end 
in  the  same  manner  as  this  must  «id,  on  a  fiiir 
and  candid  invratigation.  What  is  th«  ohai^  T 
That  the  bank  has  forfeited  its  chartw.  And 
how  has  it  forfeited  it )  By  doing  that  which 
the  charter  itself^  in  terms,  authorizes  it  to  do : 
by  issuing  bills  of  exchange.  What  is  the  very 
object  for  whldi  the  bank  was  institatedf 
What  is  its  most  important  and  most  beneficial 
operation?  It  is  dealing'in  nduuges:  the 
very  operation  here  dmounoed.  It  seema,  ae- 
cording  to  the  gentleman,  that  these  dnte»  or 
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bills  of  ezohange,  are  grossly  tmoonstitational. 
Why  f  Becaose  they  are  drawn  by  one  of  the 
branchee  of  the  buik,  and  signed  by  the  offioeri, 
the  president  and  cashier  of  snob  branch  ?  Oh 
no.  That  is  a  eommon,  regular  operation  of 
every  day.  Why  tiien?  Because  they  are 
drawn  upon  the  mother  bank  t  No :  that,  too, 
is  an  ordinary,  every-day  operation.  Snch 
drafts  on  the  mother  bank  are  drawn  by  the 
branohea  continually.  Why  tben  t  Why,  sir, 
I  will  tell  you :  it  is  becaoseUie  bank  has  been 
•o  atroeioaB,  so  daring,  as  to  p^nt  the  paper 
on  which  these  drafts  are  drawn.  That,  sir,  is 
ib.«  whole  substance  of  the  chai^.  The  gen- 
tleman can  make  nothing  dse  of  the  matter. 
The  drafts  are  colored  bine,  stamped  in  a  par- 
tionlar  way,  and  they  droolate  as  bank  bills. 
This  is  the  idlest,  the  very  idlest,  of  all  chaises 
that  ever  was  gravely  broagbt  for  ward.  It  will 
not  bear  disone^on.  Although  not  ag^nst  the 
charter,  this  operation  is  very  inconvenient  to 
the  bai^  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  the 
officers  of  the  mother  bank  did  not  possess  the 
physical  power  to  sign  the  vast  number  of  small 
biUs  required  tat  the  drealation  of  tiie  oona- 
try ;  ana  these  eheoka  wen  snbstitated  as  a 
matter  of  sheer  neoesrity.  What  ii^vry  has 
happened  to  the  paUio  hi  eonseqvenoe  of  the 
^<^t3on  of  this  expedient  f  Whatls  the  charge 
against  these  draf^except  that  they  are  paint- 
ed and  stamped  ?  The  bank  is  liable  for  every' 
finch  check  that  may  be  isBaed.  That  point  has 
been  tried  and  settled.  No  professional  man, 
familiar  with  commercial  law,  will  dispate  the 
position  that  the  bank,  having  thos  anthorized 
the  branches  thus  to  draw  upon  it,  is  responsi- 
ble for  the  dratlB.  The  bank  is  authorized  by 
its  charter  to  deal  in  exchanges.  The  branches 
draw  upon  mother  bank,  by  an  authority 
siven  uion  in  advanee;  and  evetr  lawyer 
fcnows  that  soAh  an  indefinite  authority  granted 
to  an  agent  beforehand  renders  the  principal 
liable  to  imy  extent 

What  I  ag^n  ask,  is  the  injury  sustained  by 
the  public  I  It  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
&om  New  York  the  other  day,  (Mr.  Oxmbbr- 
UNQ,)  that  these  drafts  are  payable  nowhere. 
Ay  1  payable  nowhere !  If  that  is  the  fact,  the 
objection  is  eoaclnsive.  But,  sir,  they  are,  in 
point  of  fact,  payable  everywhere.  That  is 
the  &ot,  and  the  bank  has  paid  them  every- 
where, indiscriminately.  There  may  have  bwn 
a  few  ezcmtfena,  owing  to  a  very  great  aocn- 
mnlation  «  them  at  one  spot ;  bnt  the  bank 
nsnally  pays  them  at  all  its  braomes.  So  much 
for  the  ^ave  ehai^  of  ^udnting  drafts. 

The  next  specification  is  for  "  usury  on  broken 
Vbnk  notes  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio."  And  as 
to  this  count,  as  a  lawyer,  I  should  almost 
think  it  subject  to  a  demurrer.  *'  Usary  on 
broken  bank  notes  I  "  Sir,  I  do  not  quite  un- 
derstand this  chai^.  The  gentieman  read  a 
plea  put  in  by  the  defendants  and  their  coun- 
sel, to  which  there  was  a  demurrer ;  and  he 
stated  the  decision  of  the  court,  that  the  facts 
set  fbrth  in  the  ^ea  went  to  make  out  a  case 
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of  usury.  Sir,  the  lawyers  must  have  been  un- 
skilfol  indeed  if  they  did  not.  A  demurrer  to 
a  plea  is  made  merely  to  settle  a  principle.  A 
demurrer  decides  no  facts.  Bnt  the  gentleman 
omitted  to  read  the  explanatory  note  at  the 
bottom  of  the  page.  I  will  supply  the  omission. 
[Here  Mr.  MoD.  read  a  note  stating  that  owing 
to  the  demurrer  the  facts  of  the  case  never 
came  to  proof.]  Sir,  the  whole  of  these  alleged 
facts  going  to  make  ont  a  case  of  usury,  are 
denied,  and  can  be  disproved.  This  is  a  pbun 
case,  a  very  plain  case.  Both  the  Government 
of  uie  United  States  and  private  indlriduals 
deposited,  in  the  branch  buik  in  question,  State 
bank  p^wr,  good  when  deposited.  The  branch 
hank  held  this  paper,  and  received  interest 
upon  it  as  so  maoti  cash,  fi'om  the  State  bank. 
The  State  bank  did  finally  pay  up  Uie  balance 
of  notes  held  by  the  United  States  branch. 
Under  this  state  of  things,  an  individual  comes 
to  the  branch  seeking  a  loan.  The  ofiice  tells 
him,  we  are  prohibited,  by  the  orders  of  the 
mother  bank,  and  especiaUy  by  a  temporary 
regulation  at  this  time,  from  complying  with 
your  request.  The  ap^icant  says  he  is  willing 
to  t^e  nils  of  the  State  bank  which  had  been 
deposited  there^  (and  which  were  equal  to  so 
mudi  cash  to  the  iuBtitntion,)  and  to  this  prop- 
osition the  bank  assented.  It  was  a  perfecUy 
ffur  transaction;  and  the  individual  no  doubt 
thought  at  the  time  that  a  great  favor  bad  been 
extended  to  him,  but  found  it  convenient  to 
plead  usury  when  the  day  of  payment  came 
round.  This  transaction  happened  ten  years 
ago.  But  this,  it  seems,  is  the  day  when  all  the 
sins  of  the  bank,  for  these  sixteen  years  past, 
are  to  be  brooght  up  in  judgment.  If  the  gen- 
tieman  had  gone  beyond  the  year  181 9,  he  rn^ht 
have  brooght  fbrwud  much  higher  chai^  than 
tills ;  and  if  the  bank  is  to  be  held  respomnble 
for  them,  too,  there  is  no  telling  where  it  will 
end.  But,  in  the  year  1819,  all  those  now  stale 
chaises  were  brought  fresh  for  enmination  be- 
fore this  House,  and  the  bank  was  exonerated 
from  serious  censure,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  matters  which  hdd  grown  out  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  times,  and  that  the  bank  had 
done  the  best  it  could. 

Sir,  the  fact  is,  the  very  difficulties  of  the 
bank  in  1819  all  grew  out  of  an  attempt  to  do 
what  the  gentieman  from  Georgia  supposes  the 
bank  is  wund  now  to  do ;  from  the  Idle  and 
visionary  attempt  to  pay  the  bills  of  all  its 
branches,  not  only  at  the  branches  where 
drawn,  but  at  all  its  offices.  It  was  an  absurd 
attempt  to  do  what  was  and  la  impracticable. 

The  third  article  of  this  indictment  charms 
the  bank  with  "  the  dealing  in  domestic  bub 
of  exchange,  and  disguised  loans." 

Why,  sir,  this  is  one  of  tiie  ordinary  transac- 
tions of  the  bank,  and  one  of  the  most  unex- 
ceptionable of  those  transactions.  Sir,  am  I  to 
understand  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  as 
charging  the  bank  with  a  violation  of  its  char- 
.ter,  because  it  buys  bills  of  exchange,  and  sells 
bills  of  ezohangoi  or  ohe*^  at  half  per  oent^ 
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one  per  cent.,  or  mj  per  cent,  it  pleases  t  I 
fihoold,  I  confess,  like  to  nnderstand  the  oatare 
of  these  charges. 

Mr.  OuTTON  e^lained.  A  note  was  asked 
to  he  reueved ;  the  bank  refused  the  request, 
but  was  willing  to  give  discount  on  a  draft  on 
a  distant  factor,  thereby  realizing  a  profit  of 
two  per  oent.  on  the  bill.  This,  he  concladed, 
was  a  dii^iaed  loan.  If  the  applicant  had  the 
money  to  pay  for  this  draft,  he  had  the  money 
to  pay  the  note.  This,  though  not  a  regular 
compact  to  ^et  ten  per  cent.,  was  certainly  a 
regular  dealmg  in  loans,  and  was  a  rabatitate 
for  a  demand  of  higher  interest. 

Kr.  KoDuTFiB  resumed.  He  believed  that 
the  charge  as  now  made  never  conld  be  made 
out.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  never,  he 
was  confident,  had  been  guilty  oi  anch  a  trans- 
action, with  a  view  to  practise  a  qwcies  of 
eztortaon,  hj  exacting  a  rate  ot  interest  not 
allowed  by  Its  oharttf.  I  can  conceive,  bow- 
ever,  B^d  Mr.  McD.,  a  case  where  the  bank 
would  refbse  a  loan  on  an  ordinary  note,  when 
its  ol^ect  was  to  have  ftinds  ready  in  a  [K&rtioa- 
lar  place  to  meet  some  engagement  there. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  might  be  very 
willing  to  grant  a  loan,  if  the  money,  when  re- 
paid,  was  to  he  deposited  at  that  place ;  and  in 
such  a  case  the  hudc  would  he  lavftiUy  entitled 
to  realize  the  difference  of  exchange  between 
the  two  points ;  and  I  will  veatnre  to  say  that 
in  that  case  the  bank  would  be  found  willing 
to  take  a  lower  rato  of  exchange  than  any 
broker  who  might  be  employed. 

The  fourth  cbaige  was  a  "  non-jiser  of  the 
charter ; "  in  this,  uat  dnring  a  period  of  seven 
years,  the  Southern  and  Western  branches  had 
issued  no  currency  of  any  kind. 

It  was  unnecessary  to  go  into  the  question  of 
non-user.  Every  practical  man  acquainted  with 
banking  would  be  satisfied  that  the  bank  would 
never  have  violated  its  charter,  if  some  of  its 
braoches  had  never  issued  a  single  bill.  It  was 
not  a  condition  in  the  charter  that  the  bank 
should  issue  UUs  from  all  oS  its  branches.  Why 
dionld  it?  The  object  of  the  bank,  in  a  com- 
mercial view,  was  to  grant  discounts ;  but,  for 
tills,  it  was  under  no  neoesrity  of  issains  its 
own  bills  of  any  kind.  Oould  not  the  bank  let 
the  applicant  have  specie  for  his  note,  or  the 
bills  of  some  other  bank  f  Might  not  the  state 
of  exchange  be  such,  that  the  bank  oould  not 
safely  issue  its  own  notes  at  a  particular  place  t 
Did  not  the  gentieman  know  that  there  was  a 
time  when  it  wonld  have  been  very  hazardous 
to  do  so?  In  1618,  the  institution  had  been 
reduced  almost  to  bankruptoy,  by  the  attempt 
to  pay  its  bills  indiscriminate^.  There  was  m 
the  West  a  vast  demand  for  the  bills  of  the 
bank,  and  its  circulation  might  have  been 
extended  to  an  almost  indeflmto  amount.  It 
did  issue  bills  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
amoont  of  many  nulllons.  But  such  was  the 
8t^  of  the  internal  commerce  of  the  coantiy, 
that  the  whole  of  the  bills  issued  in  the  West 
found  their  was  to  the  branch  at  Hew  York, 
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and  other  Eastern  branches.  The  balaoee  of 
trade  was  constantly  against  the  West,  and  the 
current  of  exchange  earned  all  the  paper  ct  the 
bank  to  the  Eartem  bruiehMi  wixn  wfta* 
was  demanded.  The  oonseoaence  was,  (vhat 
it  must  ever  be,  if  the  bank  mould  have  no  dis- 
cretion as  to  where  its  bills  shonld  ba  imed 
and  payable,)  all  the  exchangea  of  tha  oounby 
were  performed  witiiout  compenaatirati  at  tiie 
expense  of  the  bank.  Would  any  naa  ^ve 
even  one-fourth  per  cent,  for  a  bill  of  exebange. 
if  he  oould  take  a  bill  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uaiud 
States,  and  send  it  from  one  point  of  the  Uaitn 
to  another,  with  the  assoranoe  that  it  wooU 
there  command  specie  f  The  conseqaeow  ot 
such  a  state  of  things  would  be,  that  the  bask 
wonld  have  to  keep  teams  oonstantly  tnTaUinf 
backward  and  fiurward  with  specie. 

The  fifth  ohaige  was  the  buildii^  vS  homes 
to  rent.  On  tins  snijeet  tbe  tema  of  As 
charter,  lb.  MoD.  said,  were  plun.  U  pro- 
hibited the  bank  from  purcha»i^  land,  save  ia 
certun  q>ecified  oases ;  the  debt  must  notori^ 
nally  have  been  contraqted  on  the  security  of 
land ;  but  where  there  was  a  montage  8Dbc«- 
quentiy  given,  way  of  collateral  security,  ibe 
bank  was  permitted  to  purchase.  In  tiiis  man- 
ner, and  in  no  other,  had  the  bank  becoooe  pos- 
sessed of  real  estete.  The  idea  of  the  geatie- 
man,  eaii  Mr.  MoD,,  is  wholly  new  tome;  and 
I  should  be  glad  if  we  gentieman  from  Getwgia 
would  show  me,  from  Ooke  or  BladntoM,  hov 
it  can  be  lawful  to  purdiase  land,  and  not  to 
build  houses  ui>on  it,  and  lease  it  The  aiothori- 
ty  to  buy  land  is  an  authority  to  own  land  ;  and 
an  authority  to  own  land  is  an  authority  to  use 
it ;  and  can  a  man  be  said  to  have  the  foil  use 
of  his  land,  if  he  may  not  build  a  hooae  tqion  it 
and  rent  it^  until  hecanselll  Suchaooostnio- 
tion  went  to  destroy  the  rixht  altogetlw ;  the 
right  to  purchase  is  wholly  deceptive,  unlesa 
the  land  purchased  may  afterwards  bo  ivade 
use  of  in  any  lawfnl  manner  most  omdariw  to 
the  interest  of  the  owner. 

The  sixth  count  is  for  mot  haTing,  in  the  eapi- 
tal  stock,  a  due  proportion  of  wAn.  I  am  wholly 
at  a  loss  to  understand  this  charge.  It  is  at- 
leged  to  be  a  violatirai  of  the  charter.  I  an 
unapprised  to  what  fact  it  refers.  I  sboold  be 
glad  to  know  to  what  part  of  the  charter  it  re- 
lates. There  is  nothing  in  the  charter,  as  I  read 
it,  on  tiie  subject. 

The  sevenm  charge :  "  Foreigners  voting  for 
directors  through  tiieir  trustees."  I  toow 
nothing  of  this  charge.  But  the  fact  can  emJj 
be  ascertfuned  from  the  bank  itself.  I  hare  no 
doubt  that,  BO  far  as  it  is  a  charge  at  all,  it  will 
turn  out  to  be  whoUjr  without  foandatkn.  A 
may  be  that  stock  has  been  owned  by  a  Scx- 
eigner,  and  yet  held  in  tite  name  of  some  ati- 
»n  of  the  United  States.  But  bow,  I  ask,  can 
the  bank  prevent  an  American  stockholder  from 
voting  on  stock  held  by  him,  on  the  groond  of 
a  secret  trust  ?  This  is  no  abuse  for  which  the 
bank  is  answerable,  unless  the  bank  has  been 
conusant  of  the  fact,  and  had  tha  power  of  car- 


Ant  ^  the  Unittd  Slater— Inqairg  into  tti  Conduct. 


Digitized  by 


DEBATES  07  CONaBESS. 


609 


Fbbbuabt,  1S32.] 


AmI  fifUti  Viatti  8taU4 — Inqyiry  into  tto  ConAui. 


[a  or  R. 


iBoUng  the  abtue.  This  charge  may  he  aq- 
nrered  from  the  hooks  snd  records  of  tbe  bank, 
in  five  minutes.  I  hare  now  gone  through 
those  charges  which  go  to  ao  alleged  violatioD 
of  the  (barter  of  the  Sank.  The  ouiers,  accord- 
ing to  the  gentleman,  do  not  amount  to  a  for- 
feiture, but  are  thrown  in  to  show  the  Inez- 
-  pedlenoy  of  reohartering  the  institution.  I  will 
proceed  to  notice  these  in  order.  The  first  of 
these  snbordinate  ofi'eDces  is  stated  to  be,  "  not 
caahinir  its  own  notes,  or  reofflving  in  deposit 
at  each  branch,  and  at  the  parent  bank,  the 
notes  of  each  other." 

It  b  DnneoeasaTy  tiut  I  should  enter  on  the 
InveBtigation  of  this  tcqpio.  In  tiie  r^rt  made 
two  years  dnoe  bj  the  Committee  of  Wi^  and 
Heani^it  waa  Amy  examined,  and  the  imputa- 
tion effeetoally  reftated.  By  the  attempt  to  do 
what  the  bank  is  here  assdled  for  not  doing, 
all  the  embarrassments  which  prevaOed  in  1819 
wer&  as  I  have  said,  produoea.  No  bank  that 
acted  on  the  plan  sa^ested  oonld  sustain  the 
aonndnesB  of  its  currency  for  two  years.  A 
bank  with  branches  extended  over  all  the  States 
of  the  Union,  to  be  bound  to  pay  the  notes 
drawn  at  all  these  branches  at  every  other 
branohl  Why,  rir,  does  not  the  gentleman 
see  that  all  &»  oommennal  ezohai^eB  of  the 
oonnfary  woold  be  oonducted  at  the  enense  of 
the  bmk?  The  bank  issues  bUla  at  New  Or^ 
leans,  prominng  to  pay  them  at  that  place. 
"What  says  the  gentleman  f  The  promise  of  the 
bank  to  pay  at  New  Orleans  binds  it  to  pay  at 
New  York,  and  the  promise  to  pay  money  at 
St.  Loaia  binds  It  to  pay  at  Philadelphia.  Why  f 
Bnppose  an  iron  master  in  Pennsylvania  promises 
to  deliver  one  hundred  tons  of  iron  at  a  speci- 
fied town  in  that  State,  say  Lancaster,  is  he 
therefore  bound  to  deliver  that  quantity  of  iron 
at  Kew  (Cleans  t  Sir,  this  would  be  no  greater 
abanrdity  than  that  which  would  exist  in  the 
case  assumed.  This  is  the  verr  last  chaise 
that  ought  to  have'  been  broi^ht  a^^lnst  the 
bsunk.  The  matter  was  fiilly  mvestigated  in 
181 9,  and  it  was,  I  believe,  the  almost  unanimous 
oj^ion  of  this  Bouse  that  it  was  the  impotent 
attempt  of  the  first  direction  to  carry  out  this 
doctrine  tiiat  led  to  all  the  overtrading  and 
embarrassment  and  rain  which  ensued. 

This  attempt  had  nearly  perpetuated  the 
unsoundness  of  the  currency  wldch  the  bank 
was  institated  to  correct  and  prevent  Should 
sncb  a  condition  be  inserted  in  the  charter,  it 
would  be  utterly  vain  to  tolk  any  longer  of  a 
nidfonn  and  sound  onrrency.  The  Bau  of  the 
United  Sti^  would  soon  become  an  auxiliary 
wilii  the  State  banks,  and  run  with  them  the 
career  of  depreciation.  It  could  not  avoid  it. 
It  would  be  a  matter  of  necewity. 

Here,  sir,  is  tmoUiar  charge :  The  making  a 
dlfferraoe  in  receiving  notes  from  the  federal 
Oovemment  and  the  dtaxena  of  the  United 
States." 

This  is  a  most  seiioos  and  extraordinary 
charge,  indeed  I   ^  what  are  the  terms  of 
the  bank  charter?  u  not  this  the  verr  thing 
Vol.  XL— 3» 


it  stipulates  that  the  bank  shaUdo  f  Was  it  not 
one  of  the  primary  ol^jects  of  establisbii^  the 
bank !  Sir,  the  bank  was  created,  among  other 
objects,  for  Uie  very  purpose  of  doing  the  tUn^c 
which  is  here  made  the  ground  ct  dennndation. 
The  bank  is  obliged,  hj  ita  charter,  to  receive 
the  bills  of  all  its  branches  as  deposits  of  the 
Gktvemment,  and  to  transfer  the  Amds  tfam* 
deposited  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
where  the  €k>vemment  may  require  them. 
Is  not  this  dealing  with  the  General  Gkiyem- 
ment  in  a  manner  different  from  that  wMdi 
the  bank  deals  with  Individuals  t 

But  I  will  here  remark  that  this  oironm- 
stance,  so,  far  from  being  a  disadvantage  to 
individualfl,  is,  m  the  contrary,  a  ver;  great 
advEmtage.to  them.  All  who  owe  the  QoVern* 
ment,  though  they  may  reside  in  the  northem- 
mofit  extremity  of  the  Union,  may  tender  billa 
drawn  by  the  branch  of  Louiaiana  in  payment, 
and  they  are  receivable  for  all  Government  dues ; 
the  bank  is  bound  to  take  them  on  deposit, 
and  to  give  oaah  for  them  when  demanded,  or 
drafts  on  any  part  of  the  Union.  This  obliga- 
tion to  receive  the  bills  of  its  branches  inolB- 
criminately,  and  to  give  cash  or  drafts  in  ex- 
change for  ^em,  rives  to  those  bills  almost  fta 
uniform  a  value  as  if  they  were  generally  reoeiv-: 
able.  It  renders  the  bills  of  we  Bank  of  the 
United  States  Umost  perfectly  uulwm  through- 
out the  Union — certainly  more  uniform  than 
^>ecie  itself  could  be  in  so  extensive  a  country. 

The  next  charge  is  in  these  words :  '*  Wating 
difiference  between  members  of  Oongrees  and 
the  citizens  generally,  both  in  granting  loans,  and 
in  selling  bills  of  exchanee." 

I  am  wholly  ignorant  <a  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  facta  aUuued  to. 

[Here  Mr.  C3latton  expltdned— but ,  not  a 
word  reached  the  reporter's  desk.] 

Ur.  MoDuFFiE  reeamed.  I  believe  it  has 
been  the  uniform  practice  of  the  bank,  from  its 
foundation,  to  accommodate  members  of  Con- 
gress as  to  their  pay.  It  ^ves  us  gold  or  ^ver 
when  we  wish  it,  or  dr^u  on  distuit  plaoea ; 
and  I  confess,  sir,  that  I,  for  one,  should  be 
grievously  distressed,  on  my  own  account  as 
weU  as  on  that  of  my  fellow-members,  should 
the  gentleman  succeed  in  deterring  the  bank 
from  granting  as  these  little  accommodations. 

Next  comes  "the  nndne  accumulation  of 
proxies  in  the  hands  of  a  few  to  control  the 
election  for  directors." 

The  bank  has  no  control  whatever  over  thia, 
nor  has  any  abuse  been  practised. 

Then  we  have  the  following  spedflcatim : 
"A  strong  suspicion  of  secret  understanding 
between  the  bank  and  brokers  to  Job  in  stocky 
contrary  to  the  charter.  For  example,  to  buy 
up  the  three  per  cent  stock  at  this  day,  and 
force  the  Government  to  pay  at  par  for  that 
stock ;  and  whether  the  Government  depomts 
may  not  be  used  to  enhance  its  own  debts^" 

Sir,  I  otmfess  that  the  language  of  this  count 
in  the  gentleman's  indictment  did  not  a  little 
forpriae  me.  That  the  Bank  <tf  the  United 
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States,  a  bank  holding  lU  privileicea  by  a  cliar- 
ter  from  the  Congress  of  the  tTnited  Btotes, 
shonld  be  formally  arraigned  bj  a  member  of 
that  Congress  on  a  poblic  charge  that  there  is 
"  a  strong  suspicion  of  a  secret  onderstanding 
of  that  Mok  with  brokers  for  Jobbing ! !  "  Is 
the  gentleman  ttom  Georgia  aware  of  theprob- 
•  able  oonsequences  of  what  he  is  doing  t  Hiss  he 
not  received  some  admonitions  on  tlie  snhject 
of  Tieldii^c  Us  ear  too  crednloosly  to  those 
sospioioDS  yrhieh  are  whispered  bj  anoojmoas 
and  irrespon^ble  informers  1  This,  sir,  is  one 
of  the  KraTest  charges  on  the  whole  oatalogae. 
It  inToTves  not  ind^  a  violation  of  the  charter, 
but  it  contains  a  charge  of  moral  tnrpitnde 
utterly  diBgraoefal  to  any  pablic  institntion. 

Bir,  I  do  not  believe  ute  chai^.  It  is  a  ani- 
Tersal  principle,  that  even  the  criminal  at  the 
bar  of  pablio  jostice  shall  not  only  by  the 
hmnanity,  but  by  the  wisdom  of  the  biw,  be 
presnmed  innocent  nntil  his  gnilt  shall  l>e  estab- 
lished by  proof.  Yet^here  are  we  called  to  go 
a  tiltii^  against  fabricated  phantoms  of  gnilt 
and  oomiptlon,  which  on  the  very  fitoe  of  the 
Indiotmoit  rest  on  mere  SQ^icifHi.  Sot.  what 
must  be  the  aflbet  of  this  investigatiMif  The 
gentleman  fKtm  Georgia  mnst  enrely  be  aware 
of  the  delicate  n^nre  of  the  public  credit  of  all 
kinds :  above  all,  of  bank  credit.  A  whisper 
may  blast  it  It  is  like  female  repatation;  yon 
hare  only  to  make  the  ohaige,  and  yon  Iwve 
already,  and  perhaps  Irreparably,  done  the  in- 

^^Si^Idon,  therefore,  is  no  adequate  ground 
for  instltnting  snoh  an  inqniry  as  this.  Facts, 
well  anthenticated,  and  positively  voaohed  by 
n^ondble  persons,  are  the  mily  snfflcient 
gKHmda  of  saeh  a  proceeding.  Tet  here  is  one 
of  the  gnardians  of  tlw  pnUio  interest,  and  who 
onght  also  to  be  a  gnaroian  of  that  institntion, 
bringing  forward  a  grave  and  damning  impnta- 
ti(m  against  its  character,  without  even  the  pre- 
tence of  proat  I  ahall  feel  myself  bonnd  to 
vote  down  any  snch  attempt  Sir,  what  is  it? 
It  is  not  even  a  ghost  I  Not  a  stiadow  I  "  A 
mere  bodiless  creation  1 "  It  is  nothing  bnt 
what  may  be  impnted  to  the  porest  of  men  aa 
readily  as  to  the  purest  of  pablio  institutions. 

I  have  no  doabt  that  some  such  dark  insinu- 
ation has  been  poured  into  the  gentleman's  ear. 
I  know  him  too  well  to  mppoae  that  he  wonld 
otherwise  bring  forward  anch  a  charge.  Bat, 
having  bro^^fat  it  forward  on  this  floor,  I  trust, 
before  the  House  rises,  he  will  state  tibte  name 
of  the  author,  and  by  whom  he  proposes  to 
rrove  it  It  is  a  very  grave  charge,  ana  I  hope 
it  will  not  go  oflf  without  assnmmg  a  more 
tangible  slupe. 

Another  charge  is,  "subsidies  and  loans, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  printers,  editors,  and 
lawyeni,  for  purposes  other  than  the  regular 
busiuess  of  uxe  bank."  This,  sir,  is  a  charge 
which  turns  upon  facts.  I  am  entU«ly  ignorant 
of  them,  as  no  disclosure  has  been  made  on  the 
sul^jeot  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Geoi^  Is 
bound  to  ihow  flfnne  ptoot  to  m^iUii  them: 


but,  in  the  abeenoe  (tf  proc^  to  sabstantiste  flia 
charge,  I  msj  take  it  for  granted  the  bank  pnr- 
sued  the  same  course  in  making  their  loans  tod 
discounts  to  the  lawyers,  editors,  and  printen, 
as  they  pursued  in  regard  to  every  other  chat. 
If  the  bank  bad  done  othenrise— if  it  hsd  ^ 
scribed  these  classes  of  citizens,  it  would  not 
Ikave  discharged  its  duty.  I  can  well  imignie 
that  printers  and  eiUtors,  in  certain  ttM, 
which  might  be  stated,  would  not  be  proper 
sntpjeets  for  pablic  patronage ;  that  objectioH 
mi^t  be  urged  to  the  {HBCtice  of  appointiDg 
them  to  office,  when  the  natural  conseqnenee 
would  be  to  impidr  the  perfect  freedosi  of  tba 
press,  and  make  it  sntwervient  to  the  will  of 
those  having  pabroni^  to  bestow. 

Such  objections  have  been  urged  against  tbe 
last  as  well  as  the  present  Administratitn;  bat 
this  objection  was  founded  altogether  on  pi^ti- 
oal  grounds.  But  I  have  never  yet  hati  it 
mtdntuned  that  a  printer  or  editor  was,1v  tof 
principle  in  law  or  morality,  to  be  bud  km 
deemed  so  destitute  of  oedit  as  to  bepredodcd 
from  obtainingaloan  from  a  bank,  utbrnln 
snch  a  prindple  in  either  the  omaumii  or 
political  oode  of  the  eoontry,  I  am  eotirelT  at  a 
loss  for  the  grounds  of  it  Along  wiu  tha 
editorial  corps,  the  lawyers,  too,  come  within 
the  scope  of  tne  gentleman's  proscription.  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  upon  what  posrible 
grounds  they  can  be  prednded  from  enjojing 
the  facilities  of  bank  dlaoounts.  Are  thej  not 
entitied  to  have  the  same  privily  as  otber 
men  t  Are  we  to  recognize  differoit  orders  m 
the  oonntry  f  Shall  ^e  Bank  of  the  Cutsd 
States  be  constituted  into  a  sort  of  mml  Am^ 
agus,  with  authority  to  place  whole  dama  a 
the  community  under  the  bant  OntMssnb- 
iect  I  may  poesibly  have  sc«ne  esprit  ds  eorfi, 
having  once  been  a  member  the  pn^esaon 
of  law ;  bnt  In  the  state  of  things  which  the 
gentleman  seems  to  desire,  I  should  rewu 
myself  fortunate  in  having  ^Hudoned  it  Bnt 
the  whole  fonndation  for  this  ebsrge,  I  ^ 
venture  to  say,  when  investiMted,  will  turn  on^ 
although  tbus  gravdy  nr:ged  aguost  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  nothing  more  thin 
that  it  had  the  audacity  to  employ  Bome  aainent 
lawyer,  who  gave  an  opinion  in  fevor  of  w 
l<^ity  of  those  checks,  the  issue  of  wbien  V 
the  bank  the  eentieman  from  Georgia  eo  aroa 
deprecates.  And  althon^  that  <^uiion  mj 
not  be  gratifying  to  that  gentleman ;  and  thoD^tt 

he  may  not  approve  of  the  bank  emplojing  in 
funds  for  the  purpose  of  getting  such  sn  ojnniM, 
the  stockholders,  who  are  the  only  pei«« 
interested  in  this  matter,  will  no  doubt  say  the 
money  for  that  purpose  was  well  laid  ont  The 
bank  directors  acted  properly  hi  getting  a  pro- 
fessional opinion,  to  put  a  stop  to  tiie  chaise 
which  was  bruited  throughout  the  conntrr,  m 
they  were  making  issues  of  spurious  p^, 
which  the  bank  was  not  reqwostUe. 

The  next  oharee  is,  "that  flw  banknude" 
distinction  in  eelBog  billa  of  exchange:"  Tlua 
is  unfounded. 
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The  eighth  charge  is,  that  the  bank  has  nsed 
nndae  and  improper  "practices  to  induce  the 
local  banks  to  petitioa  Ooogress  for  a  renewal 
of  its  oharter,  and  thus  impose  upon  Oongress 
hj  false  olamor."  Now,  sir,  this  is,  in  its  verj 
natare,  and  opon  its  very  face,  a  charge  fonnd^ 
not  upon  evidence,  bnt  snrmise  and  conjectnre, 
and  I  therefore  pass  it  over  as  meriting  no 
serious  attenUoo,  owing  to  its  vagaenesa. 

The  geatlflman  next  propoaea  "that  an  in- 
qoirj  uioold  be  Institnted  as  to  tiie  aotoal 
management  of  the  bank,  whether  safelj  and 
pradently  conducted."  This  contains  no  charge, 
Mid  requires  no  special  notice.  "Sor  can  I  per- 
ceive on  what  ^und  it  is  proposed  that  an 
inqairy  be  made  into  the  actual  condition  of  the 
bank,  its  debts  and  (u^its ;  how  much  it  has 
incr^tsed  its  debts  and  diminished  its  means  to 
pay  wiUiin  the  last  jear.  How  much  it  has  in- 
creased its  credits  and  multiplied  Its  debtors, 
since  the  President's  Message  in  1829,  without 
ability  to  take  up  the  notes  it  has  issued,  and 
pay  its  d^Kidti.  With  regard  to  this,  there 
u  Dotdbing  in  it  The  particulars  sought  for 
are  fiilly  and  satisfiwtorily  disclosed  m  the 
monthly  accoonts  rendered  to  the  Treasury, 
and  the  annoal  accomits  rendered  to  the  stock- 
holders. A  reference  to  these  accoonts  will 
satisfy  the  gentleman,  without  further  trouble, 
that  the  affairs  of  the  bank  have  been  prudently 
oondacted,  and  that  it  is  not  only  able  to  pay 
its  debts,  bnt  has  fulfilled  all  its  obligations, 
and  performed  all  its  dnties,  In  a  manner  that 
should  be  highly  satisfactory  to  tlie  people  and 
to  the  Gtovaument  as  well  as  to  the  stock- 
holders. 

The  next  allegation  of  the  gentleman  is  "tiiat 
the  bank  has  made  exoeanve  lasQea,  all  on 
pnbUc  depodts." 

Kow,  sir,  if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is 
obnoxions  to  censure  in  this  respect,  thwe  is  no 
bank  in  the  whole  Union  that  can  escape  con- 
denmation.  For  I  may  venture  to  assert  that 
there  is  not  one  which  is  not  authorized,  by  the 
terms  of  its  cbtuter,  and  which  does  not,  in 
point  of  fact,  issue  a  larger  amount  of  bills, 
according  to  its  actual  capital,  its  deposits,  and 
the  specie  in  its  vaults,  than  the  Buik  of  the 
Umted  States.  I  say  it  boldly,  that  there  is 
no  bank  in  the  oountry^  and  never  has  been, 
wluoh  has  ocxidncted  its  usnea  with  more  per- 
fect safety  to  all  the  interests  involved.  Let 
the  artutable  means  ij£  the  bank  be  oonddered 
for  a  moment,  and  thia  charge  will  utterly 
vanish.  These  means  amonnt  to  npwards  of 
Bixty  millions ;  of  which  a  sum  sofiSdent  to  pay 
all  the  notes  in  cironiation  conld  be  converted 
into  specie  on  the  shortest  notice.  It  would 
not  be  hazardiiu  much  to  say  that  if  a  run  was 
made  upon  the  hank  for  specie,  it  conld  redeem 
all  its  notes  in  circulation  in  the  short  ^aoe  of 
sixty  days ;  a  fact  which  certtinly  cannot  be 
predicated  of  any  other  bank. 

The  honorable  member  from  Georgia  seems 
to  dissent  from  this,  however,  beiwue  the 
spede  in  its  vanlta  auotmta  to  raly  sevea  or 


eight  millions.  Why,  sir,  does  it  not  occur  to 
that  gentleman,  that  the  available  resources  of 
a  bank  are  not  alone  the  specie  in  its  vaults, 
bat  that  it  bsa  other  f^ds  equally  as  available 
as  specie  ?  The  notes  of  State  banks  converti- 
ble mto  specie,  and  the  fnnded  debt  owned  by 
the  bank,  may  be  fairly  estimated  as  cash,  in 
the  operations  of  the  bank.  In  addition  to 
these,  the  discounted  notes  and  bills  of  exchange 
which  the  bank  holds,  to  the  amount  of  some 
sixty  mtllions,  pate  it  in  its  power,  at  all  times, 
to  call  in  to  the  amonnt  d  five  or  ten  millions 
more,  to  nwet  any  extraordinary  demand  for 
E^eoie. 

So  much,  sir,  for  the  prosperity  of  the  bank 
and  its  resources ;  and  I  leave  it  to  this  House 
to  decide  "  whether  it  be  real  or  ddasive." 

The  next  inquiry  which  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  proposes  to  make  by  uie  agency  of  a 
Select  Committee,  relates  tc  "  the  amonnt  of 
gold  and  silver  coin  and  bolhon  sent  from 
Soatbem  and  Western  branches  to  the  parent 
bank  since  ite  establishment  in  18i7.  The 
amount,  says  the  specificatiw  "  is  numosed 
to  be  fifteen  or  twenty  millicnu,  and,  with  rank 
interest  on  bank  debta,  constitutes  a  system  of 
the  most  intolerable  oppression  of  the  South 
and  West.  The  gold  and  silver  of  the  South 
and  West  have  been  drawn  to  the  mother  bank, 
mostly  by  the  agency  of  that  unlawfhl  currency 
created  by  the  branch  bank  orders."  I  would 
remark,  nt,  that  the  transfer  of  ^>ecie,  like  that 
of  any  other  article,  is  regulated  by  the  course 
of  commercial  exchange,  and  the  demands  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  Union.  To  complain 
that  thu  toansfer  is  performed  by  the  bank 
aInuMt  free  of  idl  charge,  ia  to  complain  of 
one  of  its  most  salutary  and  baiefi<»al  operas 
tions.  Let  me  tell  the  gentleman  from  Geoi^ia 
that  he  has  entirely  mistaken  the  cause  of  these 
oppressive  drafts  for  specie  upon  the  Southern 
and  Western  States,  He  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  singnlarly  unfortunate  in  ascribing  these 
oppressive  driuts  for  specie  to  the  bills  of  ex- 
cliange  drawn  by  the  Southern  and  Western 
branches  on  the  mother  bank.  In  no  respect 
has  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  rendered 
more  essential  service  to  the  country,  and 
granted  greater  commercial  fiualitiea  to  tiie 
people,  than  in  the  veiy  matter  which  is  here 
Drought  np  in  Judgment  against  it.  The  gentle* 
man  lias  mistaken  the  hand  that  mitigates  the 
burden  for  the  hand  that  imposes  it  A  "ban 
reference  to  the  course  of  trade  between  the 
different  pu^  of  the  Union  will  verify  what  I 
have  said.  For  »ample,  the  Western  farmer 
sends  his  live  stock  to  Otmrleston  or  Savannah, 
and  sdls  it  for  money.  As  these  cities  are  not 
the  markets  in  which  he  can  most  advanta- 
geously make  his  purchases  of  goods,  he  would 
most  assuredly  demand  specie  for  the  local 
bank  notes  obtained  for  his  Uve  stock,  in  order 
to  make  his  purchases  in  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, if  it  were  not  that  tiie  branches  o£  the 
United  Statea  Bank  Aimidi  drafts  or  checks  on 
tbeee  dties,  which  are,  for  all  tSie  pnrpoKS  d 
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the  Western  fanners,  better  than  Bpeoie.  With 
these  drafts  the  Western  merchants  pay  for  the 
merohandiae  which  sapplies  the  Western  mar- 
ket, and  the  whole  oirole  of  this  domeetio  oom- 
meroe  is  eoinpleted  without  the  use  of  a  dollar 
of  specie.  It  is  obrioos,  therefbre,  that  thia 
Terjr  operation  of  the  bank,  npon  which  the 
genUeman  eharges  the  of^presdon  of  the  Sonth 
and  West,  is  thiut  whkh  tends  moet  powerfolly 
to  nUere  them  tnm  <m»nsdon. 

Bnt  than  parts  of  the  Union  an  snbjeet  to 
Tei7  oppressive  drafts,  I  admit,  from  a  very 
di^rent  source,  however,  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  It  is,  sir,  from  the  fiscal  op- 
eratioiu  of  this  Government,  from  the  large 
amoant  of  revenne  levied  and  collected  in  these 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  disbursed  in  other  parts 
of  it,  that  these  oppreeuve  drafts  proceed. 
And  if  the  gentleman  would  look  a  little  deeper 
into  the  matter,  be  would  find  that  here,  auo, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  though  it  b 
UDavotdahly  the  agent  tii  the  Government  in 
makiiig  thoM  drafts,  peffoniS  the  dn^  in  such 
ft  waj  as  to  dimlnim  the  Iqjnry  tnflloted  to  a 
very  oreat  extent,  in  oompuistm  with  what  it 
would  be  if  the  same  duty  were  performed  by 
■ay  other  agent.  If  there  were  no  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Govermneot  deposits 
were  made  in  the  local  banks,  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  levying  and  disburnng  the  public 
revenue  upon  the  Southern  States?  If  it  be 
assumed  that  three  millions  of  revenue  are  ool- 
lected  in  Gharleston  and  Savannah,  and  only 
five  hundred  thousand  expended  in  the  South. 
It  would  fcdlow  that  two  million  five  hundred 
thousand  would  remain  to  be  transtored,  |ffob- 
aUy  to  Norfolk  and  this  cUty,  tor  disbursement. 
In  this  state  of  thingB,  if  the  Government  made 
its  deposits  in  the  local  banks,  and  these  were 
boond,  like  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  te 
place  these  ftmds  wherever  the  wants  of  the 
Oovemment  might  require  them,  I  ask,  in  what 
manner  would  they  be  able  to  make  this  trans- 
fcirt  Their  bills,  whatever  might  be  their 
credit  in  Olisrleston  and  Savannah,  would  not 
be  received  in  Norfolk  and  WaabiDgton.  Hav- 
ing no  branches  at  these  ^aoes,  they  could  not 
give  drafts  on  them.  Their  ouly  resource, 
UMnCwOf  would  be  to  transport  the  specie,  or 
porehaae  Ulls  of  enhange  at  a  very  high  rats^ 
oertainly  much  beyond  the  rate  which  now 
uista  between  those  points  of  the  Union.  U 
the  notes  deposited  by  the  Government  were  in 
■other  banks  than  those  in  which  the  deposits 
were  made,  the  specie  would  be  demanded  for 
.them.  Then,  sir,  tnere  would  be  a  real  cry  of 
disti'ess,  a  clamor  that  would  make  the  very 
welkin  ring.  The  oppression  in  this  case  would 
not  be  imaginary,  but  real ;  va  oppression  re- 
sulting from  the  unmitigated  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, levying  heavy  contributions  from  the 
people,  and  reqmring  it  to  be  paid  in  a  medium 
which  oonld  not  be  obtained. 

Sir,  it  is  the  hUhest  eulorinm  that  can  be 
pronounced  on  the  Bank  <tf  the  United  States 
.that  It  provides  the  GovemmeDiit  with  a  sound 
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cnrreuOT,  of  perfectly  unifonn  value,  lit  a2 
places,  for  all  its  fiscal  operations ;  md  at  the 
same  time  enables  that  Govenunent  to  coUect 
and  disburse  its  immense  revenues  in  the  auda 
least  oppressive  to  the  community.  If  tlw  laow 
functions  were  exclusively  devolved  Vfoa  tbe 
State  banks,  my  reputation  on  it,  the  abaoliite 
distresses  and  neoessities  of  the  oonntiy  would 
drive  those  banks  into  the  flitsl  pdity  of  m- 
pcauUng  Bpede  payments  hi  twelve  m«tlui 

I  am  now  i4>proaehiiig  the  dose  tiw  kau 
list  of  neoifiations,  and  l  am  heartily  ^  of 
it;  for  I  have  already  committed  a mDchloDgK 
trespass  on  the  intention  of  the  Hoobs  Hun  I 
intended. 

The  fourteenth  charge  is, "  the  e^Uishment 
of  agencies,  in  different  StcUee,  under  die  direc- 
tion and  management  of  one  penon  on);,  to 
deal  in  bills  of  exchange,  and  to  transact  otjur 
business  properly  belon^ng  to  brancli  baalu, 
contrary  to  tne  dbarter.*" 

I  am  wholly  ignorant,  rir,  of  any  pronsioi 
in  the  charter  which  forbids  the  establiibiBent 
of  snoh  an  agency,  and  I  am  eqnallj  igDonirt 
of  the  fact  that  any  such  agency  has  been  eatab* 
lished.  I  can  very  well  imsgincj  however,  Uiat 
oiroumstanoes  might  render  it  inexpedient  te 
establish  a  branch  ct  the  bank  when  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  would  be  greatl;  promoted 
by  such  an  agency  as  the  gantlemAn  liaa  de* 
nonnoed  as  a  violation  of  uie  obarter.  It  is 
quite  a  new  idea  to  me,  nr,  that  the  txtrtm 
authority  given  to  the  buik  to  deal  in  bills  of 
exchange  should  be  ocmstructively  limited  to 
such  dMling  as  is  effSaoted  1^  the  agrac; 
branch  banL 

I  oome  now  to  the  6fteenth  and  list  aoedfi- 
catiou :  "  Giving  anthority  to'State  banks  to 
discount  th^  biUB  without  anUiori^  frna  tlx 
Treasunr." 

I  confess,  dr,  I  am  at  some  lott  toaaderstua 
what  it  is  that  the  gentieman  means  to  coodemo 
in  this  hut  count  of  bis  indictment.  J>o^  he 
really  suppose  that  the  State  banks  would  not 
be  authoriEed  to  discount  the  billa  of  the  I  nited 
States  Bank,  without  special  authoritj  fivm 
that  bank  to  do  sot  or  that  any  authoritv  uf 
that  kind  ooold  give  them  a  greater  rigltt,  is 
that  respect  than  they  have  without  mb 
authority  t  The  honotule  member  might  « 
well  niiUEe  it  a  diarge  amnst  me,  that  m 
making  a  note  I  prmniaed  to  pay  tiie  sua 
stipulated  to  the  bearer,  and  thereby  anthcniz^ 
the  payee  to  negotiate  it  to  whom  he  plea^ti 
All  bank  notes  are  payable  to  bearM-,  and  i 
every  bank  may  lawfimy  discount  the  bill^  of  I 
every  other  bank.  Upon  the  wbtAe,  sir,  if  I 
understand  this  charge,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  and  fancifbl  oliaiges  that  can  b( 
conceived ;  but  I  must  admit  that  it  is  in 
feet  keeping  with  the  general  tenor  of  the  whw 
aooosation.  It  is  fit  and  ^iprcquiate,  nr,  thu 
an  indictment  whloh  commences  with  the  grate 
and  Bcdemn  eharge  of  atam^ng  and  punting  tne 
paper  on  whidi  Us  ehecks  are  written,  sod  po^ 
nutting  the  people  to  use  them  in  the  plan  of 
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bank  bin^  shoold  oondodB  with  the  eqnallj 
ffrave  and  solemn  charge  of  permitUng  Gie  State 
hanks  to  discoont  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  irithoat  the  antitorltj^  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnrj  I 

And  now,  eir,  having  gone  throngh  the  long 
Ust  of  the  saggested  -violations  of  the  charter  of 
the  bank,  and  of  other  alleged  abases  deemed 
worthy  of  Inqniry  by  the  gentleman  fi*om 
Greorgia,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  the 
bank  has  great  cause  to  rejoice  that  do  graver 
charges  can  be  bronsbt  agaizist  it  For,  sir, 
with  tiie  exception  of  the  crime  of  being  eus- 
peoted  of  a  seoret  undenta&^ng  with  brokers 
to  cheat  the  Government,  and  one  or  two 
kindred  charges,  restinif  on  tlte  same  shadowy 
foundation,  we  have  heard  nothing  bttt  the 
stale  and  hackneyed  and  exploded  imputations 
that  have  been  already  reiterated  a  hundred 
times  agunst  the  bank,  and  as  many  times 
refitted,  I  think  it  must  be  apparent  that  this 
institution  has  fully  performed  the  great  duty 
of  supplying  and  preserving  a  sonnd  and  uni- 
form currency,  and  all  ite  other  obligations, 
both  to  the  Government  and  to  the  country. 

I  will  say  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  course 
wUeh  I  think  wiadom,  and  prudence,  and  jus- 
tice, concur  in  recommending  this  House  to 
pursue  in  relation  to  the  resolution  aubmitted 
by  the  gfflitleman  from  Georgia.  I  have  already 
aaverted  to  the  delicate  nature  of  bank  cre^t, 
and  the  consegueut  effect  of  instituting  the  pro- 
posed proceemng,  on  the  extensive  interests 
invoived  iu  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  A 
large  portion  of  the  stock  of  this  institution 
belongs  to  the  widow  and  the  orphan ;  in  many 
instances,  perhaps,  their  sole  snpport  and  in- 
heritance. As  the  guardians  of  these  interests, 
therefore,  we  are  caUed  upon  to  protect  the  insti- 
tntiou  in  whose  destiny  they  must  be  involved 
against  every  ohai^  which  may  i>e  preferred 
upon  mere  aunnoion,  at.the  same  time  that  we 
are  under  the  highest  obligations  to  the  public 
to  prosecute  every  charge  which  may  be  brought 
forward'apon  sufficient  anthority.  Host  of  the 
charges  preferred  by  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 

fia  are  of  a  nature  to  preclude  the  idea  of  a 
elect  Committee  of  investigation,  admitting 
them  to  be  veil  fonnded  in  fact — ^the  legality  or 
illegality  of  painted  and  stamped  checks,  uon- 
nser  of  the  charter,  building  hoosra  to  rent,  the 
refli&al  to  receive  the  notes  of  all  the  branches 
indiscriminately  :  these  and  most  of  the  other 
charges  turn  upon  facts  which  are  not  eootro- 
verted  by  either  par^.  The  queationa  they 
present,  uierefore,  are  questiona  of  law  and  of 

general  policy,  which  th»  House  is  better  qoall- 
ed  to  decide  than  any  committee. 
I  am,  therefore,  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
appointment  of  this  inqaisitorial  commission, 
until  some  facts  are  brought  forward,  sufficient, 
at  least,  to  raise  a  presumption  agtunst  the 
bank.  After  hearing  the  further  explanations 
which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  may  desire 
to  make,  I  trust,,  therefore,  if  he  adduced  no 
more  subatantial  grounds  of  aoousstion  than  we 


have  already  heaid,  that  the  Hooae  will  g^ve 
such  a  direction  to  this  matter  as  will  arrest  the 
whole  prooeetUng. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  gentleman  r^ards 
the  'Bank  of  the  United  Statee  as  a  great 
national  curse,  and  I  can,  therefore,  very  well 
conceive  that  bis  mind  will  give  credence  to 
much  slighter  evidence  against  the  bank  than 
would  satisfy  a  mind  differently  prepossessed, 
or  having  no  prepossessioiu  of  any  kind.  I  am 
convinced  of  the  perfect  sincerity  in  which 
these  charges  have  been  preferred  against  the 
bank,  and  ttiat  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  hlia 
not  brought  them  forward  at  this  paiiioular 
time,  with  a  view  to  accomplish,  indirectly,  any 
olflect  which  he  does  not  avow.  But,  ur.I 
cannot  be  blind  to  the  &ot,  that  if  this  reeoln- 
tion  ahould  be  adopted  by  the  House,  and  a 
Select  Committee  should  be  bent  off  to  Philar* 
delphia  to  investigate  these  vague  and  indefinite 
charges,  there  is  a  strong  probability  that  the 
important  question  of  renewing  the  charter  of 
the  bank  will  not  ve  decided  during  the  present 
session.  When  the  bank  presented  the  memo- 
rial asking  for  a  renewal  of  its  charter,  the 
proper  occasion  was  presented  for  instituting 
this  inquiry.  If  this  course  had  been  then  pro- 
posed, and  any  reasoiudiile  grounds  had  Seen 

S resented,  I  ahonld  have  oheerfully  voted  tar  a 
elect  Committee.  But  as  the  probable  effect 
of  institutii^  this  proceeding  now,,  will  be  to 
postpone  a  great  and  important  measure,  which 
the  public  requires  to  be  speedily  decided,  I 
cannot  give  my  assent  to  it,  until  a  sufficient 
show  of  evidence  shall  be  produced  to  make 
out  a  probable  cause  for  the  prosecution,  and  to 
countervail  the  presumption  of  innocence,  which 
is  raised  by  the  genersl  character  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank,  for  integrity,  fidelity,  and 
ability. 

In  conclusion,  dr,  I  will  repeat  the  decSara- 
^on  I  have  already  made,  that  if  the  honorable 
member  teom  Georgia  will  state,  upon  his 
responsibility  as  a  member  of  this  House,  that 
there  is  any  respectable  man  who  has  assured 
him  that  he  will  prove  agtunst  the  bank  the 
alleged  charges  of  corrupt  dealing  with  brokers 
or  any  other  description  of  persons,  I  will  give 
my  vote  for  creating  this  special  commission, 
be  the  cost  and  be  the  consequences  what  they 
Q^y.  But,  in  the  failure*  of  the  gentleman  to 
give  this  assurance,  I  shall  feel  construned  by 
every  consideration  to  give  my  vote  against  it, 

Hr.  MoD.  having  ooududed, 

Hr.  Pattoit,  of  Va.,  obtained  the  floor :  bat, 
as  it  now  wanted  but  five  minutes  of  four 
o*olook,  at  which  hour  the  House  had  on  Fridaj 
agreed  to  take  a  recess  until  seven  oWock,  that 
to  take  up  the  P(»t  Office  bill,  he  moved  an 
adjournment.  The  motion  prevuled,  and  the 
House  a^ourned  to  seven  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  House  resumed  its  session  at  seven 
o^clock,  and  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  estabUshbig  certain  post  routes,  mH 
discontinuing  others. 
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JBrnik  nf  a«  UiM  8lu1e§  Inquiry  into  iU 
GondvO. 

Tlw  Home  rMnmed  the  oonaideration  of  the 
Mtov^^nKdnUoiif  albndi  by  ytr.  OuTTcm, 

XMolwtd,  nit  a  Bdeet  Conunhtee  be  uptrfeted 
to  exunlne  bto  the  eflUrt  of  tba  Buk  of  tbe 
UDited  Btatfli,  whb  power  to  M&d  Ibr  peraotu  and 
ptpen,  and  to  report  the  reiiih  of  their  hH|nlriea  to 
thiaHoaie. 

iCr.  Pattov,  of  Virginia,  roae,  and  said,  when 
he  obtuned  the  floor  yesterdaj,  he  wiahed  to 
present  to  the  conudeiation  of  the  Hoaae  a  few 
reasons  which  satisfied  his  mind  that  they 
ooght  to  adopt  the  resolotlrai  oflbred  1^  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia. 

What  is  it !  It  ^ks  that  an  inqniry  may  be 
institnted  into  tiie  condition  of  a  large  moneyed 
ooiporatioD,  having  vast  Infiaenoe  upon  the 
onrreiuT'  and  eommeree  of  1^  nation,  Wested 
with  Tart  powers  wldoh  it^ias  been  doUied 
with  for  twenty  yean,  and  those  powers  oairy- 
ing  with  th«n  eicloriTe  and  valaable  privileww 
during  the  aame  period  of  time.  We  are  ctmed 
on  by  this  corporation  to  continue  these  powers, 
to  renew  these  privileges,  and  to  allow  it  to 
enjoy  these  profits,  for  another  period  of  twenty 
years.  A  member  rises  in  his  plaoe,  in  thil 
House,  and  preseDts  a  long  list  of  <»iarges,  grave 
ohanres,  and  seriously  affecting  tjie  int^rity 
and  fidelity  with  which  the  powers  heretofore 
eonforred  have  been  exerdaed ;  declares  that 
he  verily  bdievea  these  oharges  or  many  of 
them  can  be  sustained  by  piw^  if  you  will 
ftunish  the  means  of  making  the  investigation. 

It  is  not  wonderfol  that  an  application  so 
reas<mable  as  this  should  be  resisted  by  the 
fiiends  of  the  institntion,  supposing  the  charges 
to  be  Bostained,  the  facta  to  be  proved;  it 
would  appear  that  the  inatitution  had  exceeded 
Its  chartered  limits,  had  abased  its  powers,  had 
employed  its  funds  iu  bril>ery,  had  committed  a 
fraud  upon  ite  charter  for  the  purpose  of 
doing  indirectly  that  which  the  authonty  to  do 
when  asked  from  Oongraas  was  reftued,  and 
that  it  bad  been  gnlll^  of  nsnry.  And  yet,  in 
^e  £mw  of  ineh  grave  chaises  as  theaa,  we  are 
called  on  haatily  and  Uindly  to  re-ereate  this 
corporation.  Not  to  do  an  act  of  ordinary 
legislation  which  could  be  repealed  next  year, 
if  it  was  found  that  it  had  been  unwisely  en- 
acted ;  but  to  make  a  law  which  divests  us  of 
Hie  i>ower  of  similar  legislation  for  twenty 
years.  Pass  the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  without  inquirvj  and  it  cannot  be  re- 
called— "  volat  irrmoeabiU  terhum" — ^no  matter 
how  clearly  the  proofs  of  usurpation,  abuse,  and 
corruption  may  then  appear.  And  yet  you 
cannot  allow  the  inquiry.   And  why  not  I 

The  first  ot^ectim  seems  to  be  that  the 
charges  are  not  suffldently  mini^;  not  aooom- 
panied  with  detiuled  speoificaUons  of  time, 
plaoe^  and  manner.  This  otjeotion  eeema  to  be 
u  the  natore  of  «  special  demnrrer  to  tiie  in- 
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dictment  against  the  bank,  as  the  gentlenun 
from  Georna  called  h\a  charges;  an  appellatkn 
which,  perhaps,  was  not  exactly  ^ipn^niate. 
I  would  call  it  a  preauitment,  and  the  Oonsrcn 
<tf  tbe  United  States  the  nand  jury,  wmm 
duty  it  is  to  investinte  the  warges,  to  he»  the 
pmoft,  to  examine  uie  witoeaeee.  Bat  we  ire 
told  by  the  gentleman  from  SonUi  Oandini 
(Mr.  HoDrrru)  that  these  (diaigea  are  aenm- 
panied  by  no  proof.  Why,  the  very  dgect  of 
the  reac^ution  is  to  procure  the  proof.  If  ve 
bad  the  proof,  the  mquiry  would  Im  idle  ind 
onneoeesary ;  and  yet  we  are  told  we  shall  not 
have  the  investigation,  because  we  do  not  pro- 
duce that  which  it  is  the  very  purpose  of  inves- 
tigation to  prooare,  and  which,  mm  the  lerj 
nature  of  the  subject  cannot  be  {HXKiired,  bnt 
In  the  mode  indicated  by  the  remation.  Sir, 
this  is  mockery. 

I  do  not  mean  to  enter  npon  a  detailed  ei- 
amination  of  all  the  Itema  of  eom|dafad 
the  bank,  bat  to  examine  one  or  two  ti  that; 
and  if  it  shall  appear,  in  relation  to  them,  thit 
the  bank  has  apparently*  violated  its  ebart«r, 
and  abased  its  power,  It  ought  to  be  soffiriest 
to  show  that  we  want  no  other  evideooe  that  a 
farther  and  fuller  investigation  on^t  to  ba 
made.  We  shall  want  no  witness,  no  voiKher: 
if  one  iDstanoe  of  fiagraot  abase  can  be  made 
out,  I  would  act  npon  the  prinoiide  ww 
di$o$  MHWs,"  BO  far  as  to  vote  for  the  ioquiry. 
For  ihia  purpose,  in  the  first  place,  I  ask  the 
attenti<m  9t  the  Houae  to  the  practice  of  the 
banlL  Ibr  several  years  past,  in  iasaing  cbeeb 
or  billa  oi  exdiange  drawn  by  the  bniiehet  on 
the  mother  bank ;  bills  of  exehange,  ae  tbey 
are  denominated  by  those  who  jja^  the  prac- 
tice here ;  bank  notes,  as  the  bank  itself  desig- 
nates them. 

What,  asked  Ur.  P.,  is  the  bistOTy  of  this 
practice  ?  The  charter  fbrbids  the  bank  from 
Issuing  any  bank  bills  or  notes,  which  are  cot 
signed  by  the  president  of  the  bank,  and  oood- 
tersigned  by  the  cashier.  I  have  heard  it  Hid 
that,  when  the  question  <tf  creating  the  bink 
was  under  counderation,  in  1817,  tbe  imposn- 
bility  ot  these  two  oflBoers  rigniug  as  nua^ 
ootea  ot  the  smaUw  denondnations  as  might  be 
thought  oonvenienfe  or  neftd  for  the  bai^  vas 
anticipated.  Tet  tbe  antbority  to  Rgn  doIm 
for  droulation  was  restricted,  as  before  stated. 
It  was  iiAended  that  the  buik  should  not  have 
it  in  its  power  to  supply  the  whole  dreolatioD, 
and  to  drive  the  notes  of  the  State  banks  cnt 
of  circulation.  It  was  created  ftx  va^oatH 
purposea,  and  to  subserve  great  and  geoeni 
interests ;  deigned  to  preserve  tbe  State  tMncs 
in  a  condition  of  healthAil  vigor,  not  to  destroy 
them.  Whether  I  am  correctly  informed  or 
not,  (and  I  do  not  vouch  for  it.)  as  to  this  bav- 
iog  been  conddered  when  the  charter  raa 
granted,  it  la  certidn  that  the  bank,  in  1890  and 
1621,  felt  itself  trammelled  by  the  srestrictlM^ 
and,  in  each  of  those  yeara^  the  bauk  presented 
its  manorial  to  Oongress,  CMnpIaining  of  toB 
limitatitm  vfoa  ita  power  tb  uane  note^ 
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asked  to  be  allowed  to  appoint  an  a^t  and  a 
remoter,  wlflk  aothority  and  for  the  pnrpoae  of 
rising  and  oonnteniKning  notes,  in  Uu  same 
manner  as  the  preddent  and  oaahier  were 
anthOTiMd.  The  memorial  in  the  Hoose  ot 
BepreaentatiTea  waa  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, oomposed  of  the  friends  of  the  bank,  (or 
at  least  a  majority,)  and  a  bill  passed  the 
Senate,  pving  the  antlioritj  which  was  asked, 
and  also  referred  to  the  same  committee.  Nei- 
ther the  memorial  nor  the  bill  were  reported  upon 
hy  the  committee.  Some  two  or  three  years 
afterwards,  if  I  am  correctly  informed  in  1826, 
the  bank,  finding  it  conld  not  procure  the 
anthot^  whiefa  u  a^ed  fixon  Congress  to  do 
it  diieo4rT  ^  about  oonMring  some  ways  and 
meana  to  do  the  same  tUng  indirectly;  and 
th^  aooomplished  it  by  adopting  these  things 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  calls 
bills  of  ezohangft.  Now,  it  is  true  they  are, 
when  first  issned,  bills  or  exchange,  or  checks 
upon  the  mother  bank,  in  form,  bat  not  in  snb- 
stanoe.  In  terms  they  are  so,  but  not  in  reality. 
They  have  the  outward  show  and  appearance 
of  the  ordinary  bank  notea.  They  issue  from 
the  branch  ba^s  in  the  same  way,  and  for  the 
same  pnrposes,  as  bank  notes ;  tiiey  are  not 
treated  by  thoie  who  receive  them,  nor  designed 
by  those  who  iasne  them  to  be  treated  as  bills 
<rf  exchange.  They  are  issned  and  raissnediwe- 
oisdy  as  bank  notes.  What  are  the  inodents 
of  a  bill  of  ezdiange?  One  is,  that  it  most  be 
presented  in  a  reascouble  time  for  payment,  if 
no  time  of  paym«it  be  expressed ;  and,  if  not 

r'd,  reasonable  notice  must  be  given,  that  is, 
,  the  next  mail,  in  order  to  fix  tno  liability  of 
the  drawer  and  endorser.  A  Tennessee  fanner, 
or  Eentacky  hog  drover,  woold  look  very 
qoeer,  if^  on  presenting  one  of  these  bills  of 
ezcliange,  which  he  was  simple  enoogb  to  think 
looked^  very  like  a  bank  not^  to  the  branch  at 
KashviUe  or  Lexington,  he  were  to  be  told,  we 
cannot  pay  tins ;  tUs  is  a  bill  of  exdiange ;  we 
have  not  promised  to  pay  it ;  yon  must  go  on 
to  Philadelphia,  present  it  at  ^  mother  bank ; 
if  it  is  not  paid,  give  us  notice  by  the  next 
xnail,  and  then  we  wiQ  see  about  it  Ag^ 
bills  ot  exohange  we  intended  for  remittance, 
not  for  circulation  as  onrrenoy.  These  notes 
or  bills  are  intended  for  uid  used  as  currency. 

Another  quality  of  a  bill  of  exchange  is, 
that,  when  it  has  been  onoe  psdd  uid  taken  in, 
it  has  performed  its  fonction,  is  dead,  oannot 
be  revived.  These 

"  TMngs  one  knows  not  what  to  oaD, 
Tbur  generation's  so  cqdvooal** — 

are  issued  to-day  in  payment  to  A  B,  received 
back  from  C  D  to-morrow,  and  reissued  to  E  F 
the  next  day.  It  is  not  necessary  to  introduce 
authority  to  (Ihow  that  a  fraud  upon  the  statute 
is  a  violation  of  it.  This  principle,  as  it  hap- 
pens, is  clearly  and  expressly  stated  by  the 
Supreme  Oonrt  in  the  case  of  the  United  States 
V.  Owens,  which  I  shall  have  occasion  pres- 
ently to  refer  to  on  another  point  of  the  diwoa- 
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sion.  Have  we  not  reason  to  believe,  nay,  is  it 
not  proved,  that  the  charter  has  been  vblated 
in  this  particnlar?  Has  not  a  frand  nixm  th« 
statute  oeen  committed  f  The  charter  does  not 
give  authority  to  issue  notes  signed  by  any- 
body but  the  president  end  c^ier  <i£  the 
mother  bank.  Conscious  of  this,  iqtpUcation  is 
made  to  the  only  power  that  can  confer  it — It 
is  refused ;  and  strughtway  the  bank  does  in- 
directly what  it  is  forbidden  to  do  directly,  and 
issues  bank  notes  in  the  disguise  of  bills  oi  ex- 
change. The  &cts  I  have  stated  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  these  bills  or  checks  are 
employed,  are  notorious.  But  I  have  in 
hand  express  proo^  In  a  letter  from  the  pren- 
dent  of  the  buk  to  tiu  Secretary  of  the  Treaii- 
niT,  written  in  answer  to  oertidn  resolutions 
which  lately  passed  the  Senate  on  this  sniject 
In  answer  to  the  first  resolution,  calHng  for  the 
amount  of  the  paper  currency  in  circulation,  in 
the  form  of  orders  drawn  by  the  presidents  of 
the  branch  banks  on  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  be  answers:  of  five  dollar 
drafts,  |1,9B1,000 ;  of  ten  dollar  drafts,  $2,488,- 
000;  and  of  twenty  dollar  drafts,  $810,000. 
Total  in  circulation  now,  $6,029,000.  I  under- 
stand the  statement  wliidi  accompanied  this 
letter,  and  which  I  have  not  seen,  showa  that 
about  $8,000,000  in  these  notea  have  been 
issued,  of  which  $8,000,000  are  in  t3ie  Taolts  of 
the  btmk  ready  to  be  nnssaed  as  9oeaMc«i  may 
require.  Another  £sct  which  appears  ttom 
another  statement  which  aooompanied  the  letter 
is,  that  silver  coin  and  bullion,  about  the  amount 
of  the  issue  of  these  notea,  was  drawn  from  the 
branch  banks  which  issued  them,  and  remitted 
to  the  parent  bank,  sinoe  every  branch  btmk 
began  to  issue  the  notes,  and  about  in  the  pro- 
portion that  they  were  issued.  This  would  be 
very  natural  and  proper,  if  these  notes  were 
wliat  they  profess  to  be.  If  they  were  really 
and  honafiSs  bills  of  exchange,  or  checks  on  the 
motho*  bank  it  would  be  all  fair  and  right  that 
the  specie  should  go  where  they  were  to  be 
paid.  But  how  is  the  Cacti  In  answer  to 
another  resolution,  the  president  of  the  bank 
says :  "  The  branch  drafts  b«ng  in  praotioe 
substitutes  for  brandi  notes,  are  oonsidOTed  in 
all  respects  the  same,  like  branch  notes ;  those 
of  five  dollars  are  received  at  all  the  branohec^; 
those  above  five  dollars  are  not  necessarily 
received.^'  And  in  answer  to  another  inquiry, 
viz :  "  whether  there  is  any  instruction  from 
the  directory  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
commanding  the  drawers  of  those  orders  to  cash 
than  at  the  nranohes  where  drawn,"  he  answers 
thus :  "  No  instruction  was  given,  none  snoh 
being  necessary.  The  authority  to  issue  branch 
drafts  instead  of  branch  notes  was  understood 
to  place  both  on  the  same  footing."  It  included, 
of  course,  the  obligation  to  pay  them  by  the 
branch  issuing  them,  to  receive  them  at  aU  the 
branches  for  sums  of  five  dollars,  and  to  receive 
them  for  any  sum  on  account  ik  the  Govern- 
ment These  being  the  conditions  which  attach 
to  aU  the  iasnes  of  the  bank. 
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Thw  it  ia  ■dmltted  br  the  prendwit  <rf  the 
iMuk  that  these  bille  of  exchange  are  on  the 
Mine  footing  with  braooh  notes-r-in  all  re- 
^eote  the  saxoe.  In  other  worda,  that  the/  are 
not  MfaUa  at  the  mother  bank,  becaose, 
according  to  tiie  "new  lights"  which  hare 
ihone  npon  the  bank  since  1819,  the  mother 
bank  ie  not  bonnd  to  paj  the  branch  notes — 
•  not  payable  at  any  of  the  branches,  but  that  from 
which  ther  issue  reapectivel;^ — payable  no- 
where, in  short,  but  at  the  place  where,  aooord- 
to  the  fiioe  of  the  note^  utej  are  n<^  payable, 
where  ihere  ia  oonseqnently  no  oblind<m 
to  par  them.  The  gentleman  from  Bomth 
Oandina  si^s  th^  are  iwTable  ererywhwe— It 
tarns  ont  th«7  are  MTiiwie  nowhere— thus  veri- 
^ing  the  adage  uat  "what  is  cTerybody's 
InumesB,  is  nobody's  bniiness.** 

Bat  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  that  one  uot  ought  to  settle  this  mat- 
ter. The  qnestion  as  to  the  validity  of  these 
notes,  and  the  right  of  the  bank  to  issue  them, 
has  been  decUe<V-^adicated  I  and  this  is  an- 
nennoed  as  if  we,  the  legislators  of  the  nation 
-Hthe  represwttaUTee  of  the  people — were  to 
(doae  oar  moa^  whuwrer  a  Jadi<»al  dedsion 
baa  been  made  ixpoa  any  anestion — as  If  every 
Judge  was  to  be  oooridered  a  "  Sir  Orade,  and 
when  he  optm  Us  month,  no  dog  mnst  baric" 
By  whom  decided  I  By  one  of  the  drcnlt 
courts  of  the  United  Statea,  (some  other  court 
ia  Ohio  decided  the  'other  w^.)  With  every 
respect  fbr  the  ability  and  l^al  erudition  <^  the 
jn^e  who  decided  the  case,  ImttBt  be  permitted 
to .  protest  against  yielding  such  deferential 
homage  to  the  opinion  every  federal  Judge. 
ItisenoBgh  to  demand  that  w^  should  acknowl- 
edge the  Judicial  simremacy  of  the  wh<de  Su- 
mreme  Court,  to  whidi  I  am  ready  to  pay  every 
deference  that  I  coasdentionily  can. 

How  vas  it  decided  f  Upon  the  trial  ot  a 
eiiminal  for  forging  one  of  these  branch  bank 
orders.  I  do  not  know,  of  oonne^  bow  the 
hidictment  was  drawn,  but  take  it  for  granted, 
the  district  attorney  took  care  to  draw  it  so  as 
to  avoid  any  question  not  necessarily  involved; 
and  if  so  m-awn,  the  Judge  had  about  as  much 
to  do  with  the  qaestioa  whether  the  order  was 
of  valid  oblig^ou  upon  the  United  States 
Bank,  as  with  the  question  whether  the  moon 
i^  made  of  green  cheese.  The  charter  of  the 
bank  makes  the  forging  '*of  any  chatik  or 
order  drawn  upon  we  D&ak  or  either  of  its 
Inranohe^"  crlmmal  and  poniahable  as  presoribed 
ia  the  onarter.  One  m  these  branch  notes  is 
oertidnly  an  order  or  check  draws  on  the  Bank 
of  United  States,  and,  if  genuine,  would 
have  made  the  individaal  who  drew  it  and  him 
who  endorsed  it,  liable  to  the  holder,  even 
although  neither  the  parent  bank  nor  the 
branch  whose  officers  drew  and  endorsed  it 
were  liable,  Jost  in  the  same  manner  as  if  a 
forgery  were  committed  by  making  a  check  or 
order  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pur 
porting  to  be  drawn  by  me  in  favor  of  my 
mend  who  dts  by  me,  vhioh,  if  genuine,  would 


[Fms  w,  im 

create  no  oUigation  npon  tin  Bank  of  ^ 
United  States,  as  I  am  sorry  to  iqr  I  have  no 
money  there. 

On  the  whde,  therefore.  I  cannot  agree  wift 
the  gentleman  from  Soatu  Oarolina  when  he 
says  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Oeorgia  does 
not  admit  tiiese  to  be  bills  of  exchange,  it  must 
be  because  they  are  printed  and  p^ted.  On 
tibe  contrary,  I  cannot  conceive  how  any  nun, 
after  this,  can  vindicate  the  bank  for  creatiDg 
this  sporiooB  cinmlation,  unless  he  is  prepared  to 
admit  that  this  institution  can  make  bank  notea 
in  any  way,  no  natter  bow  deariy  forbiddtti  by 
its  charter.  If  H  will  <nly  print  sod  p^tbem, 
and  christen  them  as  bills  of  exchange,  abecb, 
orders^  obligations,  or  any  tUng  k  may 
please. 

The  ohaige  d  vidation  of  Hs  charter,  or 
abnse  of  its  power  in  thia  particolar,  ia  ftiUy 
made  oi^  I  am  not  diqK>Bed  to  prmounoe  a 
obndemnatory  Judgment  against  the  haA  tiiere- 
fore,butsurelyweare  called  to  inquire  ofthe  bank 
why  it  has  done  thu  thing what  excuse  it  hsa. 
Was  it  impelled  to  it  by  any  otgent  neeesstty 
in  reference  to  the  public  interests  I  If  it  tors 
ont  to  bt  so,  I  wonld  look  np<n  the  ^MmtKn 
with  an  indid^ent  eye,  and  wonld  not  bold  it  to 
the  ftiU  measure  of  a  .stem  and  ineiorable 
inflioticHi  of  the  1^^  penal^. 

Another  charge  is  nlly  nude  on^  of  a  viola- 
tion of  the  charter,  by  the  a4}n<BMtioo  estab- 
lishing the  tuit  of  nsnry  npon  the  bank,  ad- 
judged not  by  a  circuit  jnoRe,  but  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  mates  in  tiie  case 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  tt.  Ov&a, 
&c,  3  Peters.  But  it  is  said  the  usury  b  cot 
established,  because  the  case  was  decided  npon 
a  demurrer.  That  is  the  verr  reason  it  docs 
prove  it.  The  demurrer,  which  adnata  the 
ucta,  would  hardly  have  been  filed  ia  audi  a 
case  as  thi&  if  the  bank  had  not  known  the 
fiwts  stated  in  the  plea  to  be  tme,  and  eonld  be 
proved.  It  to  to  be  presumed  that  the  bank 
was  wdl  advised,  as  it  is  known  tiiat  it  emi^oys 
the  best  oouusd,  as  it  ought  to  do,  and  gives 
the  best  fees— of  which  I  do  not  complain,  as 
I  am  glad  to  see  my  brother  chips  get  sodb 
good  pickings  —  when  the  bank  then,  as  we 
may  suppoee,  told  thdr  counael  thai  the  de- 
fendant had  applied  to  them  tot  a  diaoonnt, 
which  they  refiised  because  they  were  not  thai 
discounting  upon  their  own  ptuper.  But  it  was 
afterwards  agreed  that  if  he  would  take  notes 
at  the  Bank  of  Kentooky,  then  at  a  depreda- 
tion ot  forty  six  per  cent.  In  the  maricet,  and 
give  them  his  note  for  the  amount  at  the  par 
value,  bearing  interest  from  the  date,  he  coakJ 
be  aocommod^ed.  Such  counsel,  as  I  hare 
sappoeeid  to  have  l>een  emtdoyed,  would  vtry 
naturally  have  said,  your  only  dianoe  is  to  deny 
the  l^al  validity  of  the  du'ence.  If  yon  go 
before  the  Jury,  and  the  &ct8  are  proved,  joo 
arc  gone.  If  the  facts  stated  in  the  plea  are  not 
true,  then  you  ought  not  to  risk  yoarddAmso 
nice  and  delicate  a  question  of  law.  The  bank 
knew  the  facts  to  be  true,  and  stood  npofltlie 
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law.  They  played  for  the  last  stake,  aod  lost 
it.  The  effect  and  force  of  this  case,  in  estab- 
lishing the  fact  that  the  bank  has  praot^ed 
usnry,  it  is  attempted  to  remove,  by  a  note  of 
the  reporter  of  the  Sapreme  Ooart,  appended 
to  tiiie  report  of  the  case,  in  which  some  £acts 
are  stated  as  aothentic,  wluch  go  to  show  that 
the  bank  had  not  inoorred  the  moral  tiirpitude 
of  nsniT.  miat  atatement  does  not  deny  tiie 
tmth  of  the  material  allegation  of  the  plea,  that 
Kentoc^  bank  notes,  at  the  time  fif  this  trans- 
action, (1822,)  were  at  a  depreciation  of  forty- 
dx  per  cent  in  the  market.  X  most  be  permit- 
ted to  say  that  the  reporter,  who  is  employed 
and  pud  by  the  Grovernment  to  report  the  ju- 
didal  proceedings  of  the  court,  has  gratoitoosly 
and  impertinently  interpolated  in  bis  book  of 
report*  this  statement,,  which  had  nothing  to 
do  with  a  report  of  the  case  uid  the  judgment 
of  the  court,  which  he  says  is  authentic  It  is 
not  said  by  whom  it  was  avonohed — the  facta 
^d  not  appear  in  the  record — and  the  proba- 
bility is  that  it  was  made  by  those  interested  in 
tin  bank ;  and  this  statement  is  to  be  regarded 
as  oertiunly  true,  so  as  to  preclude  all  inquiry. 
There  is_  no  doubt  that  banks  and  individui^ 
may  be  involved  in  tiie  legal  penalties  of  the 
usury  law,  without  incurring  its  moral  turpi- 
tude. The  courts  have  decided  transaotiocfi  to 
be  nsorious,  where  neither  of  the  parties  had 
the  most  remote  idea  of  violating  the  law. 

Bnt  when  a  char^  of  usury  is  established 
against  such  an  institution  as  this,  on  which 
we  are  required  to  pass  a  jud^ent  of  death  or 
life,  when  it  is  shown  mat  it  has  apparentiy 
■bused  its  power,  and  it  has  been  a^ndged  that 
it  has  vicdf^ed  its  oharter,  surely  some  explana- 
tion ought  to  be  aslrad  for,  and  given. 

Ur.  Poix;  of  Tennessee,  said :  The  hank  asks 
ft  renewal  of  its  charter ;  and  ought  its  friends 
to  object  to  the  inquiry  ?  He  must  say  that  he 
had  Sew  not  a  litue  surprised  at  the  unexpect- 
ed resistanoe  which  had  been  offered  to  the 
resf^ntion  under  consideration,  by  the  friends 
and  admirers  of  this  institution — by  those  who, 
no  doubt,  sincerely  believed  its  continued  ex- 
istence for  another  term  of  twenty  years  to  be 
essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  conntry.  He 
repeated  his  sunrise  that  its  friends  should  be 
found  shrinking  from  the  investigation  pro- 
posed. He  wonld  not  say  that  snda  resistance 
affiffded  any  fur  groonos  of  infarenoe  that 
there  might  be  something  **  rotten  in  the  State 
of  Denmark."  He  would  not  say  this ;  for  he 
did  not  feel  himself  authorized  to  do  so ;  bnt 
was  it  not  perceived  that  such  an  inference 
might,  and  probably  would,  be  drawn  by  the 
public  f  On  wliat  ground  was  the  inquiry  op- 
posed? Was  it  that  it  was  impn^rf  Was 
It  that  it  was  nnnsual  I  The  chu^r  of  the 
bank  itself  authorized  a  conmiittee  of  either 
House  of  Oongress  to  examine  its  l>ook8,  and 
report  upon  its  condition,  whenever  eitiier 
House  nuqr  choose  t<}  institute  an  examina- 
tion. A  committee  of  this  House,  npon  a 
fiwmer  ooouooo,  did  make  aneh  on  exam- 


ination, and  he  wonld  refer  to  their  report  be- 
fore he  sat  down.  Upon  the  presentation  of 
the  bank  memorial  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Le^slature,  a  Select  Oommittee  had  been  in- 
vested with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  lif  they  chose  to  do  so.  When  the 
same  memorial  was  presented  to  that  House^ 
what  had  been  the  ooorse  pnrsned  1^  the 
friends  of  the  bank  1  A  motiw  to  refer  it  to  a 
Select  Committee  was  opposed.  It  was  com- 
mitted to  their  favorite  Omnmittee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  He  meant  no  disrespect  to  that 
committee,  when  he  said  that  the  qneetion  of 
rechartering  the  bank  was  known  to  nave  be<ni 
prejudged  by  that  committee.  When  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  brought  the  subject 
of  the  bank  to  the  notice  of  Oongress  in  Decemr 
her,  1829,  a  Select  Committee  was  refused  \if 
the  friends  of  the  bank,  fuid  that  portion  of  the 
Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  Precisely  tiie  same  thing 
occnired  at  the  ooramencement  of  the  last  and 
at  the  presoit  session  of  Congress,  in  the  refer- 
ence which  waa  made  of  tiiat  part  dt  the  Mes- 
sages of  the  President  upon  the  subject  of  the 
bulk.  The  friends  of  thu  institntioa  have  been 
careful  always  to  commit  it  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, a  oommittee  whose  opinions  were 
known.  Upon  tiie  occasion  first  referred  to, 
that  committee  made  a  report  favorable  to  the 
bank,  which  was  sent  forth  to  the  public,  not  a 
report  of  facts,  not  a  report  founded  upon  an 
examination  into  the  affairs  of  the  bank.  At 
the  present  session,  we  were  modestiy  a^ed  to 
extend  this  bank  monopoly  for  twenty  years, 
without  any  snoh  examination  having  taken 
plaoe.  The  oem^aittee  bad  reported  a  bill  to 
that  eAot,  bnt  had  ^ven  ns  no  &ot8  in  relation 
to  the  present  condition  of  the  bank.  They 
had  not  even  deemed  it  neo^eary  to  ask  to  be 
invested  with  power  to  examine  either  into  its 
present  condition,  or  into  the  manner  in  which 
Its  affairs  have  been  condnoted. 

From  the  moment  the  subject  of  rechartering 
was  first  agitated,  np  to  this  hour,  no  such  ex- 
amination had  even  been  made.  The  friends  of 
the  bank  bad  carefully  avoided  all  investiga- 
tion ;  we  were  called  upon  to  act  upon  faith, 
and  take  it  for  granted  that  all  was  right.  This 
was  not  the  first  time  that  charges  had  been 
preferred ;  th^y  had  been  made  elsewhere  as 
well  as  here.  They  were  now  made  in  a  spe- 
cific form  by  a  member  of  this  Honse.  The 
gentieman  ^om  South  Carolina,  in  the  outset 
of  his  remarks  yesterday,  had  himself  avowed 
that,  if  any  tangible  and  sulratantial  charges 
against  the  bank  were  preferred  upon  the  an- 
thority  of  a  single  res|>ectable  witness,  he 
wonld  go  into  the  investigation,  whatever  the 
consequences  might  be,  and  thot^h  such  a  step 
might  deeply  affect  the  interests  of  the  hank. 
Now  he  submitted  it  to  the  gentieman  and  to 
the  House,  if  the  case  required  to  be  made  out 
by  Mm,  to  justify  inquiry,  had  not  been  made 
out.  He  requires  sometlung  tan^ble  and  sub- 
stantial to  be  preferred,  and  to  be  vouched 
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OjpoQ  ^nthorit;'.  Nov,  a  m«mb«r  of  this  Hooae, 
rising  in  hifl  place,  brings  fonrard  Mb  resola- 
tion,  and  aocMDpaoiea  it  vith  certain  gpeoiflo 
ohargea  of  abnae  and  mlsmaDagement  against 
the  bfuk^  some  of  them,  in  the  opinitffl  of  the 
member,  unoontin^  to  a  forfeitartf  of  the 
charter.  And  that  member,  upon  his  req)onti- 
bUity  open  thiB  floor,  states  that  he  is  author- 
iied  ana  instraoted  to  sa^  that  the  all^^ioos 
tfans  preferred  can  and  will  be  sustained.  Kaj, 
more,  ^at  member  had  told  the  House  that  be 
himself  believed  them  to  be  tme,  and  to  be  sus- 
ceptible of  proof.  Was  not  this  sufficient  an- 
thoritj  to  pat  the  Honee  on  Inqairy  T  Was  not 
the  reepeotabilitf  and  responsiDtlitj'  of  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  voucher  soffloient  to  Jastif^ 
tovestiffation  t  So  far  from  opposioff  the  reso- 
Intion,  no  (Hr.  F.)  tbooght  the  ban^  and  the 
fHends  of  the  buk,  if  these  diarges  were  on- 
foonded,  ahoold  hail  its  introduction  iHth  a 
joyons  welcome,  as  affording  on  opportonity  for 
Muf-^dication ;  that  it  sbonld  tnrow  open  its 
dotvs  and  its  books,  and  invite  the  severest 
Boratiny. 

If  even  a  well-fonnded  snspicion  existed  of 
abuse  or  cormption  on  the  part  of  the  bank, 
inacb  less  direct  charges,  Congress  cert^nly 
ought  not  (even  if  it  were  In  aU  other  respects 
proper  to  do  so)  to  confer  a  renewal  of  exclusive 
powers  on  the  corporation  for  twenty  years 
more,  withont  a  previous  inquiry  into  the  truth 
or  ontnith  of  those  saspictona.  Prerioosly  to 
pwpetnatiDg  its  great  privileges  and  immense 
powers,  OoDffreaa  shoold  investigate  ita  con- 
cema,  should  see  bow  it  had  been  managed, 
bow  its  duties  had  been  performed,  and  with 
what  effects  upon  the  interests  of  the  country. 
They  should  do  this^  even  thoiufa  th^hft  were 
not  even  snspldoiu,  mnoh  leaa  aireot  ehaiigea, 
preferred. 

Thuudat,  Uardh  1. 

ibmfe  tif  a«  United  Statm  /wgwfy  imta  it» 
,  Gondiut, 

ICr.  WATinnm^  of  Fennaylvaiiia,  next  ad- 
dressed the  House.  The  hour;  he  said,  was  late^ 
and  he  felt  that  it  would  be  a  tax  upon  the 
patience  itf  the  House  to  continue  this  debate 
for  a  moment  long«>  than  was  aWIntely  neces- 
sary to  a  dear  development  of  the  views  of 
those  witii  whom  it  had  originated,  and  a  vindi- 
cation of  the  coarse  which  a  sense  oi  public  duty 
prescribed  to  him  at  ita  outset.  I  am,  said  he, 
the  only  member  on  this  floor  agsunst  whom  the 
charge,  so  often  repeated  by  honorable  gentie- 
men,  of  an  intention  to  stifle  debate  upon  this 
momentous  question,  can  at  all  apply.  And, 
although,  sir,  my  pui^oae  in  riidnc  at  present  is 
maioly  with  the  view  to  olbr  to  the  House  the 
amendment  I  hold  in  my  hud,  yet  I  trast  I 
shall  be  excused  for  oocopying  yonr  attention 
for  a  few  moments,  while  I  me^  that  ohanra, 
and  assume,  entirely  and  individually,  all  its 
TttpMuibilitiy.  When,  air,  I  roae  In  my  seat. 


and  called  for  the  questicm  of  oonsidenitioii  apon 
the  resolution  snbtnitted  by  the  honoraUe  gea- 
Uenian  firom  Gem^gia,  I  was  deeirous  that  what 
I  considered  an  evarion  of  the  aotiw  <^  this 
House  upon  a  most  important  and  momcntou 
que8d<»,  diould  be  met  with  pmniritnde  at  the 
very  threshold,  and  quashed  at  once. 

I  considered  the  resototion,  isr,  in  no  otber 
light  than  as  an  attempt  at  indefinite  poe^nae- 
ment  The  rules  of  the  House  forbade  mete 
go  into  an  exposition  of  the  reasons  which  gov- 
erned me ;  nor  have  I,  nntil  tbe  presmt  mo- 
ment, been  able  to  obtain  the  floor  to  oflier 
those  reasons  to  the  House.  I  have  bad  no 
cause,  rir,  to  change  the  opinion  formed  in  the 
outset  (tf  thia  matter.  On  the  contrary,  nr,  I 
have  reason  to  oongratolate  myself  at  the  view 
first  taken,  and  thmk  the  honorable  frankneai 
of  the  distiwnished  nnd  talmted  gentkmia 
frtnn  Sonth  wtdina,  who  last  addnssed  the 
House,  for  having  confirmed  me  hi  die  oorr«c(- 
nesB  of  my  course.  That  honorable  gentloun 
has  met  this  question,  and  argaed  it  oitirely 
on  ttie  ground  of  poatponemenL  In  that  li^t 
only  can  it  be  viewed,  how  much  soever  to  tbe 
contrary  honorable  gentlemen  may  protest.  In 
that  light  only  did  I  view  it,  vhui,  the  im- 
pulse of  my  own  unaided,  oninstnitAed  judg- 
ment, I  rose  to  a  question  of  ordw,  and  daral 
the  responsibility  with  which  ^e  friends  of  tbe 
resolution  immediately  attonpted  to  load  the 
bank.  On  that  point  of  wdw,  or,  I  was  ovw- 
mled ;  and,  mnoh  as  I  regretted  the  deduw  oS 
the  Oh^  agdnat  me  at  the  time,  I  have  since 
had  abundant  cause  to  i!4(^oe  in  the  opportu- 
nity which  was  thus  offered  to  the  most  bril- 
liant and  triumphant  display  of  the  hicbest 
order  of  talents  on  the  part  of  the  distiDgnisbed 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mesiu. 
Xo  sooner,  sir,  bad  the  honoraue  gentletuaa 
Arom  G^rgia  unfolded  his  budget ;  no  Monei 
had  he  developed  his  long  list  of  crude,  indefi- 
nite charges,  not  vouched  for  by  himMll^  and 
only  supported  by  a  vague  suspicion  in  his  own 
mind  that  all  comd  not  be  as  it  shoold  be,  tfasn 
the  honwable  gentleman  from  Stnith  OsndiBa 
roae  in  his  seat,  met  theae  ehaices  triomfduutly, 
and  most  triumphantly  reftiteQ  them  to  the  cat* 
Isfaotion  of  every  calm  and  nniKr^adiced  mind. 
To  that  refatatioo,  ample  and  eomjdete  u  it 
was,  I  can  add  nothin|^Hiothing  la  de^wd.  It 
left  no  groond  nn touched.  It  levelled 
pletely  the  airy  fabric  raised,  no  doubt,  with 
so  much  labor ;  and  there  the  matter  ou^t  d 
right  to  rest.  Bat,  sir,  it  seems  the  opponente 
of  the  bank  seek  not  conviction ;  they  cIbiddt 
for  scrutiny.  The  debate  baa  been  continoed 
— the  charg^  dilated  upon ;  and.  sir,  notwitb- 
standing  their  stale,  flat,  and  I  do  contend,  so 
far  as  their  oonsnmption  of  the  time  <^  thi> 
House,  and  their  enoroadiment  iqwn  the  im- 
portant interests  of  the  ooontry  at  large  go, 
their  tmly  unprofitable  character,  yet  are  we 
to  be  forced,  prematurely,  into  tiie  general 
merits  of  a  queetimi  not  properly  before  tbe 
HooM^  and  npon  which  H  beccmMs  us  to 
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eater  wttli  all  due  Bobrietr  of  aivnmait  ud 
liwUog. 

IIt.  Forbi,  of  Oecwgia,  said  fhat  flwn  the 

commenoement  of  this  disonsuon  the  strong 
eroaad  of  opposition  to  the  resolation  off^ed 
by  his  friena  and  ooUeagoe  (kCr.  Outtoh)  was, 
that  the  iavestigation  proposed  would  have  1^ 
effect  to  postpone  the  dednon  of  the  question 
whether  the  United  States  Bank  should  be 
rechartered  to  the  next  tiessioa  of  Oongress. 
And  it  had  been  asked,  over  and  over  again, 
why  this  investigation  had  not  been  sooner  pro- 
posed. Now,  sud  Mr.  F.,  I  have  never  heard 
snob  flfL  objection  from  snob  a  quarter,  with 
leas  grace;  and  fiv  the  correctness  of  the  atste- 
nwDt  I  am  uont  to  make,  I  appeal  to  the  oan- 
dor  and  to  the  recollection  of  every  gentleman 
inreBeDt.  We  have  jnst  been  reminded  by  the 
Lonorable  gentleman  from  Ocmoectiont  (Mr. 
Eliswobth)  that  this  snbject  was  presented  to 
the  oonsideration  of  Congress,  by  the  President, 
two  years  ago;  and  we  all  remember  how 
much  he  was  reproached  for  it,  when  the  char- 
ter had  yet  six  years  to  nm.  Bat  the  President 
thought  there  should  not  be  too  much  delay  in 
this  matter.  Foreseeing  that  an  application 
would  be  made  for  a  renewal  of  the  charter,  be 
concaved  it  dne  to  the  bank,  as  well  as  to  the 
nation,  that  the  p<dicy  and  propriety  of  the 
measure  ahonld  be  ^lly  investigated,  and  calm- 
Ij  and  deliberately  determined.  That  part  of 
uke  President's  Message  relating  to  this  ealijeot 
was  ref^red,  without  oppontimi,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means ;  and  a  report  made 
by  that  committee,  distingnidied  for  as  much 
ability  as  any  report  ever  laid  upon  the  tables 
of  this  House,  snstuning  both  the  constitution- 
ality and  expediency  of  the  bank.  No  fiirther 
prooeedings  were  had  on  the  subject  during 
that  session.  At  the  succeeding  searaon  the 
President  again  presented  it  to  oar  considera- 
tion, and  a  motion  was  then  made  by  my  col- 
league (Mr.  Wathb)  to  refer  it  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, for  the  avowed  puroose  of  investigating 
the  affairs  of  the  bank.  Was  this  motion  sus- 
tained! No,  sir,  it  was  snccessfdUy  resisted 
by  the  friends  of  the  bank ;  a  Select  Committee 
was  reflised.  Does  this  look  like  a  disposition 
on  the  {Art  of  the  opponents  of  the  bank  to 
delay  an  investigation  mto  its  concerns  ?  But, 
air,  twelve  months  more  rolled  round ;  a  new 
Congress  is  convened;  and  the  President  re- 
news his  so^estioQS  as  to  the  bank.  My  col- 
league'(Mr.  Wathe)  again  proposed  a  reference 
to  a  Select  Committees  repeating  his  intention 
of  proonring  an  inresngaarai  Into  the  afESairs  of 
this  institntlon.  Bat  the  advocates  of  iJto  bank 
adhered  to  theur  former  course;  it  was  well 
understood  that  a  m^ority  ot  the  Ocnnmlttee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  friendly  to  a  renewal 
oi  the  charter,  and  no  hazard  was  to  be  run  by 
enffering  a  committee  who  might  entertiun  dif- 
ferent opiuious  to  inquire  into  the  management 
and  operations  of  tins  ereat  corporation. 

The  subject  being  uius  disposed  o^  no  other 
movemoit  was  made,  and  no  other  proceeding 
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took  place,  until  some  time  in  January,  when 
the  memtnial  <tf  tiie  Erectors  (tf  the  bank  pray- 
ing fbr  a  renewal  <tf  th^  (duvter  was  presmted 
to  the  House.  The  opponents  of  the  bank,  atiU 
anxious  fbr  the  investigation  which  had  bem 
so  repeatedly  refused,  conceived  that  the  rea- 
sons for  it  were  now  greatly  increased ;  nw  in- 
deed was  it  imagined  on  what  ground  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  bank  would  longer  resist.  A 
motion  was  accordingly  made  to  refer  the  me- 
morial to  a  Select  Committee.  In  what  ^int, 
Mr.  Speaker,  was  this  proposition  metf  Who 
has  forgotten  the  a^tation  it  produced  I  Sir, 
the  House  was  kindled  into  a  flame.  The 
friends  of  the  bank  were  riMng  in  all  quarters, 
and  protesting  with  ujdifted  hands  agunst  this 
motion.  The  interests  of  the  bank  were  not  to 
be  haiarded  by  b«ng  comndtted  to  those  who 
might  be  unfavorable  to  it.  An  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  •  Pennsylvama  (Mr.  Coultsb) 
frankly  told  the  House  that  he  had  no  idea  of 
sending  this  application  to  a  committee  cdT  its 
enemies  "  to  be  strangled."  *'  Let  it  go  to  its 
friends,"  sud  the  gentleman :  "  let  it  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means." 
Well,  sir,  the  iriends  of  the  bank  ag^  pre- 
vailed ;  t^e  reference  they  bad  urged  was  or^ 
dered  by  the  House ;  the  investigation  so  anx- 
iously sought  was  thus  again  virtually  refoaed: 
and  in  due  time,  as  everybody  exposed,  a  bill 
providing  for  the  renewal  of  the  diarter  was  re- 
ported. And  now,  when  this  question,  in  which 
the  great  interests  of  this  country  are  so  deeply, 
so  vitally  involved,  is  about  to  be  conndered 
and  determined,  another  gentleman,  who  has 
but  reoentiy  l>eoome  a  member  of  tins  body, 
and  who  has  obtuned  such  information  as  to 
the  management  or  (rather)  mismanagement  of 
the  bank,  as  to  feel  it  his  dnty  to  ask  for  a  for- 
mal examination  into  its  affiiirs,  oomes  fiHward, 
and  moves  for  a  committee  for  that  purpose, 
and,  to  obviate  ever^  pretext  for  shuniung  this 
examination,  he  exhibits  spedfio  charges  as  to 
the  abuses  practised ;  and  what  do  we  bdiold, 
Mr!  The  gentleman  is  met  at  ii»  tbreahdd, 
and  tcAi  that  he  is  too  late ;  that  the  tnves^gar 
tion  ought  to  have  been  had  sooner ;  to  InMi- 
tute  it  now  would  produce  snob  dday  that  the 
bill  which  has  been  reported  Qould  not  be  acted 
on  during  the  present  sesnon. 

Beally,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  somewhat  amusing 
to  refer  to  the  various  ot^eotions  which  are 
made  to  every  proceeding  s^ectln^  in  any  way 
the  interests  and  pronteots  of  this  iostitution. 
When  the  President  invited  the  attention  o£ 
Oongreas  to  this  subject  two  years  ago,  it  was 
said  he  was  premature :  the  bonk,  its  frioida^ 
and  dependents  not  onW  complained,  bat  the 
OhUi  Magistrate  was  denonneed  in  most  ui- 
measured  terms.  The  suggestions  in  his  second 
Message  were  received  and  treated  In  the  same 
manner — it  was  still  qaite  too  soon  to  af^tate 
the  sutgect.  Now,  the  adversaries  to  the  bank, 
after  having  so  repeatedly  tried  in  vain  to  have 
an  investigation  into  its  affairs,  are  gravely  told 
they  have  waited  too  Irag.  The  Pnadeat  waa 
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too  Miijr,  and  we  are  too  late  I  Too  late,  rirf 
An  gentlemen  serioiu?  Can  they  flatter  tbem- 
■dTee  with  tlie  bope  of  avcMing  thli  invesUga- 
tioQ  on  Bach  grounds  ? 

Bat,  I  have  not  ret  done  with  the  dday 
which  it  ii  allcoed  this  investigation  may  ooca- 
don.  Admit  tliat  there  ma,j  be  some  delay. 
Is  tiie  incoDTenienoe  to  which  this  moneyed 
aristocracy  may  be  subjected  by  the  procrasti- 
natioD  of  a  few  weeks,  or  even  months,  to  be 
pat  in  competition  with  the  vast  interests  of 
the  whole  people  ?  Sappose  that  the  charter 
of  this  bank  was  aboat  to  expire,  and  the  bill 
for  its  renewal  was  now  before  oa  for  final  de- 
dsloii,  and  the  graTe  and  aniooa  oharges  now 
•zhiUted  wen  Droaght  beftm  as  at  uie  very 
last  hour :  would  it  not  be  the  bounden  duty 
of  this  Honse  to  paase  and  inqtdre  into  them, 
rather  than  rash  oa,  and,  by  one  angle  act  of 
rash  legidation,  commit  the  dearest  and  best 
interests  of  this  country  for  twenty  years  to 
come  t  Bat  here,  sir,  Uiis  extreme  ease  does 
not  exist :  this  charter  has  yet  fonr  years  to 
ooDtinae,  and,  I  (bar,  the  oonntry  foar  years  to 
eaUer.  Wheooe,  then,  the  pressing  necessity 
for  this  hasty  disposition  of  the  sabjectt  In- 
deed, Ur.  Speaker,  I  shonid  be  glad  to  know-  at 
what  time  the  directors  of  the  hank  thenuelTos 
dlaeorerad  the  very  great  importance  of  baviog 
this  matter  determined  on  at  this  session  of 
Oongresa.  The  stockholders  did  not  seem  to  be 
swan  of  it  at  their  meeting  in  September  last, 
trhtto.  they  gave  the  directors  discretionary 
power  to  vpplj  at  this  session  or  not,  as  they 
might  deem  adrisable.  Had  the  necessity  of  a 
speedy  application  been  so  very  obvious,  the 
order  for  it  would  have  been  peremptory.  And, 
tir^  if  the  directors,  in  the  exercise  of  this  dis- 
cretion, conceived  it  their  duty  to  make  the 
^iplication  at  this  sesricHL  why  was  it  not  d<nie 
■t  the  oommenoement  I  Whwioe  the  naoeainty 
of  first  throwing  out  feelera  to  aaoHtain  the  tn- 
tmsta  of  OmigreaBl  Why  was  an  vawoy  ex- 
traordinary sent  on  by  the  bank  to  this  dty  in 
December  last,  to  consult  and  advise  as  to  the 
propriety  of  making  this  application  f  And 
why  did  the  directors  wait  for  his  deq>atchee 
or  reports,  before  they  ooald  decide  whether  to 
exercise  the  powers  with  which  they  were 
clothed  ?  Was  it  the  intelligence  they  received 
from  Wuhin^n  that  convinoed  them  of  the 
ni^nt  neoesBi^  oi  making  Inunediate  i^plioa- 
tionf 

Sir,  I  wmfeaa  is  someOiing  strange  in 
all  this ;  and  most  assuredly,  after  the  tumk 
has  snffared  six  weeks  of  the  aearion  to  eimae 
before  presentiog  its  memwiaL  it  oomes  with 
▼ery  bad  grace  from  Its  fHends  to  charge  its 
adversaries  with  having  del^red,  for  one  short 
month  after  the  menunial  waa  presented,  be* 
fore  they  demanded  an  inveatigatton  bito  its 
concerns. 

As  additional  evidence  of  the  determined  re- 
mstance  which  has  been  made  to  a  Uiorongh 
investigation  of  the  affjura  of  the  bank,  I  beg 
leave  now,  Mr.  SpMker,  to  noall  the  nooUeo- 
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tion  of  gentlemen  to  the  proceedings  whiob 
have  taken  plaoe  on  the  reaolntion  oi  my  eol- 
league,  (Mr.  OLaTTOH.)  When  thia  rescdotira 
was  submitted  to  &e  House^  its  postponemeot 
for  a  few  d^s  was  requested,  amd  readily  as- 
sented to.  It  subsequently  came  iq>  hi  iti 
order  in  the  bosinees  of  the  House ;  and  wba 
the  mover  was  about  to  explun  the  reasons 
why  he  had  introduced  it,  he  was  suddenly  in- 
tercepted, and  the  quesUon  of  conrideratitHi 
made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania,  (Mr.  Wathovob,)  a  question  which, 
bad  it  been  entertained  by  the  Chair,  placed  it 
in  the  power  of  a  minority  of  the  Hooseio  pre- 
vent aU  debate— the  voy  object  whudi  the  acn- 
tleman  will  no  doubt  cutdidly  own  be  had  is 
view.  Yes,  sir,  had  not  this  question  been  de- 
clared out  of  order,  all  discossion  upon  this 
resololion  would  have  been  prevented ;  ereiy 
tongue  would  have  been  hashed  into  silence ; 
and  not  only  would  the  proposed  investigaticm 
have  been  refused,  bat  even  the  privilege  of 

Siving  a  single  reason  for  it  woidd  have  be^ 
enied. 

Mr.  MoDirrm  said  his  views  remained  on- 
changed  by  the  debate.  The  charges  had  van- 
ished into  thin  air.  He  vei^  hnmorondy  com- 
bated that  particularly  whidi  referred  to  the 
case  of  alleged  usury  in  Kentucky,  illastnting 
the  ^bet  of  a  demnmr  to  a  plea  fhm  a  case 
in  Tomeesee  of  hog  and  tui^ey  rtesHng.  He 
concluded  by  asking  of  Mr.  WATMoron  as  a 
personal  favor  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 
It  would  place  Mr.  MoD.  in  a  ddicate  litna- 
tion,  and  was,  besides,  oontraiy  to  pai&BMn- 
taiy  usue. 

Mr.  WjLTMOiTaH  stated  that,  in  offering  the 
amendment  which  he  had  bad  the  honw  to 
submit,  he  had  had  no  objects  but  those  be  bad 
already  folly  explained  to  Uie  House.  He 
trusted  he  ^onld  not  be  misunderstood.  The 
firm  (xmviotion  of  his  own  judgment  wobU  still 
induce  him  to  adhere  to  the  oonrae  which  a 
sense  of  duty  had  prescribed  to  him.  Indeed, 
the  views  wkua  by  the  distingaished  chairmsB 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  ima  Means,  so  &r  as 
the  bank  was  concerned,  fully  sustained  hha  ia 
that  course.  He  could  not  fail,  however,  to 
feel  a  becoming  diffidence  in  his  own  judgment, 
when  he  found  it  conflicting  with  the  sound 
'  discriminating  mind  of  the  nonorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina.  Besides,  th^  gen- 
tleman had  i^pealed  to  him  on  peTsonsl 
grounds.  He  folly  appredated  the  fee&ngs 
,  and  motives  of  that  honorable  gentleman,  sad 
lunrever  mneh  the  act  might  ccaifliet  wim  h» 
own  oonvictions,  or  might  ultimately  affM  the 
important  queatioD,  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
accede  to  the  personal  feeling  of  the  htsior- 
able  member,  and  therefore  withdrew  hi> 
amendment. 

Mr.  OLkTKOt  obtained  the  floor,  and,  as  It 
was  past  four  o^olook,  moved  an  adioan 
ment 

^le  Home  tiien  a4]oumed. 
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Thubbdat,  Karoh  8. 
.Bani  <{f  the  UniUd  Stat^— Inquiry  into  iU 

Conduct. 

Tte  bank  reaolation  being  agtuo  taken  ap, 

"iSx.  BuBDSLET  said :  Althoiigh  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  review  all  the  oharges  vhi(& 
have  been  exhibited  b;^  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman &om  G^rgia,  (Mr.  Olatton,)  yet  I 
"will  solicit  .the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  part 
of  them.  Take,  sir,  the  first.  It  is  "  the  iaaud 
of  seven  milUons  and  more  of  branch  bank 
orders  a  eaxteaesf.  The  preddeot  of  the 
bank  admitci  seven  millimu  issned." 

Btidi,  titf  is  the  charge.  It  Js  the  Issae  of 
these  orders  as  a  onrreney  whuh  is  allied  to 
be  onaathorized  bj  the  charter  of  the  bank, 
and  not  that  the  bank  is  prohibited  from  deal- 
ing in  exchanges,  or  from  accepting  bills  of  ex- 
change. Ko  aonbt  the  bank  may  properly  do 
both,  bat  the  issae  of  these  orders  to  circulate 
as  money  is  a  very  different  operation.  On 
their  face,  these  orders  are  a  mere  reqaest  to 
the  cashier  of  the  United  States  Bank  to  pay 
the  som  therein  expressed.  Bat  being  printed 
on  bank  note  paper,  with  the  name  of  the 
United  States  Bank  in  large  owitals,  and  hav- 
ing the  general  form  and  rimUitnde  of  bank 
notes,  they  have  passed  into  general  oireolalion 
as  snob.  I  shaU  not  controvert  the  pontion, 
lix.  Speaker,  that  the  bank  may  become  a  party 
to  these  woers,  by  aoGq>ting,  that  is,  agraeing 
to  pay  them,  and  thereby  he  legally  oonnd  for 
their  payment. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lina (Ur.  UoDvffib)  says,  the  bank,  "having 
authorized  the  branohes  thus  to  draw  npon  it, 
is  responsible  for  the  drafts."  That  authority, 
as  he  ^ys,  was  given  in  advance,  and  an  au- 
thority to  draw  is  an  aooeptanoe.  I  shall  not 
controvert  the  Iwal  proponticnif  nor  will  I  deny 
the  existenoe  aC the  anthorily  as  alleged.  I 
may,  howeTer,  remark  tiiat  the  drafts  themt- 
selres  furnish  no  eridenoe  whatever  of  any  such 
ant2u>ri^,  or  of  any  acceptance  or  agreement 
by  the  bulk  to  accept  and  pay  them.  Looking 
at  tiiese  ordm,  thai,  X  aver  that  their  use,  as 
a  oorrency,  is  not  anthorized  by  any  provision 
in  the  bank  charter :  they  do  not  of  themselves 
bind  the  bank.  If  the  bank  is  in  any  way  lia- 
ble for  their  payment,  it  ia  in  virtue  of  some 
eeparato  and  independent  agreement  or  anthor- 
it^  to  draw.  I  bring  the  matter  to  this  short 
issue.  Let  ns  have  proof  of  this  separate  agree- 
ment or  authority,  in  virtue  of  which  alone  the 
bank  can  be  deemed  a  party  to  these  drafts,  <v 
reqMHisible  for  them. 

The  bank,  for  aa^ht  I  know  to  tlie  eautniy, 
laajr  be  entirely  &ithftil  in  the  obserraaoe  en 
all  its  honorary  engagements.  These  orders, 
therefore,  may  be  [promptly  pud  when  present- 
ed. No  public  or  individofd  ii^ury  may  result 
from  their  issue.  Bat  it  certainly  ooald  never 
have  been  designed  by  those  who  chartered 
this  institution,  that  it  should  be  at  liberty  to 
inventi  and  ose  as  the  ourrenoy  (tf  the  country, 
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checks  drawn  upon  the  bank,  or  any  other  coa- 
tracts,  wMoh  did  not  of  themselves  bind  the 
bank  for  their  payment'.  If  a  principal  otjeot 
in  the  incorporation  of  the  bank  was  to  secure 
to  the  oonntry  a  sonnd  currency,  these  checks 
have  failed  to  effect  that  object  Of  themselves 
they  are  not  a  sound  currency,  and  it  is  due  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  receive 
them  as  money,  that  we  should  ascertain  by 
proof  whether  the  bank  has  in  any  manner 
bound  itself  for  their  payment 

The  deinsioa  of  the  oironit  court  in  Fennsyl- 
vania,  relative  to  the  character  and  effect  of 
these  checks,  seems  to  have  been  greatly  mis- 
wprelwnded.  ^Diat  decidon  places  the  Uabili^r 
(ff  the  bank  on  the  sole  ground  that  the  bank 
had  been  in  the  habit  of.  adopting  and  confirm- 
ing such  drafts,  and  was  bound  for  their  pay- 
ment on  the  same  principle  that  individaaJs 
are  liable  on  the  contracts  of  their  wives  and 
servants,  who  have  been  permitted  to  deal  on 
their  credit  and  in  their  names."  On  such  a 
state  of  &cts  the  bank  would  no  doubt  be  lia- 
ble, and  yet  the  use  of  the  orders  as  currency 
would  be  equally  objectionable.  The  pi4>er 
currency  issued  by  a  bank,  ot^ht,  of  itself  to 
bind  die  bank,  without  Tendering  it  at  all  ne- 
cessary to  prove  the  habit  or  usage  of  the  bank  to 
receive  and  pay  such  ourrenoy  when  presented. 

Another  onarge,  which  has  been  made  against 
the  bank,  is  "  usury  on  broken  bank  notes  in. 
Kentucky  and  Ohio ;  they  amounted  to  |900,- 

000  in  Ohio,  and  nearly  as  much  in  Kwta(^.'* 

1  have  no  information,  sir,  which  will  warrant 
the  expression  of  any  opinion  by  me  of  the 
truth  of  this  charge.  Tne  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Olatton,)  in  speaking 
of  this  and  of  all  the  other  charges  brought  for- 
ward by  him,  says  he  b  confident  they  can  be 
maintained ;  "  he  had  not  made  them  without 
the  best  reason,"  This  assertion  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  he  Qb.  B.)  snpposed  was  at 
itself  ample  cause  tat  the  instatntitnl  of  an  in- 
quiry. Bnt  Hie  cluu^  as  bronght  before  the 
House  was  not  entirely  unsupported  by  the 
evidence  which  had  been  adduced  to  sustain  it. 
A  law  case  had  been  read  from  the  reports  of 
the  Supreme  Oonrt,  and  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  bank,  in  that  instance,  had  loaned  at 
their  nominal  amount  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky and  its  branches,  and  which  notes  in  fbct 
were  worth,  at  the  tdme,  only  fifty-fonr  per 
cent,  of  their  nominal  amount  In  that  case, 
these  facts  had  been  set  up  as  a  defence  agunst 
the  demand  of  the  bank,  and  by  the  bank  ad- 
mitted to  be  true.  The  court  a^odged  it  a 
clear  case  of  usniy,  and  npon  suoa  a  state  at 
£aets,  he  believed  no  person  oould  well  question 
the  sonadnesB  <^  that  decinon,  both  tn  a  le^ 
and  moral  point  of  view.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  McDuffiz,) 
however,  says  that "  the  whole  of  these  alleged 
facts,  going  to  make  out  a  case  of  usury,  are 
denied,  and  can  be  disproved."  This  may  be 
BO,  sir,  and,  if  so,  I  think  the  bank  should  dedre 
an  (^^wtudty  to  diquove  them,  for  of  Hntm- 
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wItos  they  oertsinlj  present  a  can  of  omniti- 
gated  nsary  aod  oppreesioD.  We  should,  how- 
ever, insist  on  some  better  evidenoe  to  disprove 
what  the  bank  had  admitted  on  the  record, 
than  the  note  of  the  reporter  annexed  to  the 
oasft.  Hut  note  pnrporta  to  give  an  "  antbffli- 
tio  and  ez|duuiton^  statonent "  of  the  fiwtaof 
the  caw  as  famished  to  him,  in  nder  to  die- 
prove  Uie  all^iation  of  asazpr.  He  (Ur.  B.) 
woald  not  deny  Uie  truth  of  that  statement ; 
be  had  no  knowledge  of  the  case,  except  from 
the  printed  report.  It  appeared,  however,  to 
him  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  bank 
ahoald  have  admitted  tiie  £acts  to  be  as  alleged 
by  the  defendant  in  the  case  aoleaa  they  were 
sosoeptible  of  certain  proof.  For  the  porpose 
of  Bustaining  this  inqniry,  however,  be  (Hr.  B.) 
thooght  the  House  should  certunly  take  the 
admianon  made  by  the  bank  as  tni&  leaving  it 
to  dlsprova  that  admiarion  if  it  oonld  do  so. 

But  an  uK^ogy  has  been  oflhred  fiw  this  act 
<^  the  bank.  It  received  then  in  the  «oarse  of 
its  bnrinets,  as  Is  alleged,  at  par,  and  they  be- 
oame  depreciated  while  in  their  hands ;  henoe 
the  argument  is,  it  had  a  right  to  pass  them  off 
at  par.  This  may  be  the  morality  of  the  bank, 
but  it  is  not  the  morality  of  the  law  or  of  the 
country  at  larm.  It  would  not  even  be  tol- 
erated under  uie  system  of  bank  government 
in  New  York,  vicious  as  that  has  been  repre- 
sented to  be  by  my  honorable  colleague,  (Hr. 
Boot.) 

Another  speoifloation  of  the  booorable  gentle- 
man from  Qeorela  (Mr.  Olattob)  has  been  en- 
tirely misq>prenenaed.  I  refer  tothechuge  of 
**m^ing  a  difference  between  the  members  of 
Congress  and  the  citizens  generally,  in  both 
granting  loans  and  seDiiu'  bills  of  exchange.  It 
u  believed  it  can  be  made  to  appear  that  mem- 
bers can  obtun  bills  of  exchange  wiUiout,  dii- 
xena  with  a  premiam ;  the  first  ^ve  nominal 
endorsers,  the  others  must  give  two  sufficient 
resident  endorsers,"  This,  sir,  has  been  under- 
stood by  the  Mends  of  the  bank  to  refer  to  the 
pay  of  the  members  of  Congress,  and  to  repro- 
Date  the  practice  of  the  branch  bank  here  in 
nving  the  mnubers  drafts  an  such  nrts  <rf  the 
Union  as  genUemen  maj  desire.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
regarded  it  as  a  very  diffbrent  enlarge.  The 
members  were  paid  by  the  Govenunent,  and 
the  bank  by  its  charter  was  bound  to  transfer 
the  funds  of  the  Crovemment  to  any  and  every 
part  of  the  Union  where  branches  were  estab- 
lished. He  saw  no  objection  whatever  to  the 
course  which  the  bank  m  this  re^)eot  had  pur- 
sued :  but  if,  as  he  bad  heard  it  alleged,  the 
bank,  in  its  ordinary  business,  discriminated 
between  members  of  Congress  and  citizens, 
drawing  bills  in  favor  of  the  former  upon  any 
of  the  Union,  without  a  premium,  while 
latter  were  obliged  to  pay  for  similar  ac- 
commodation^ he  ooisld  not  bnt  regard  it  as 
odfonaiTe  in  its  character,  and  sobjeot  to  ready 
misconstmotion.  He  had  heard  this  practice 
nmken  of  out  of  doors,  and  one  instance  par- 
tiODlailr  specified.  While  be  (Mr.  B.)  expressed 
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his  belief  that  no  member  of  Congress  had  erer 
sought  thus  to  avail  himself  of  the  accidental 
advantage  oi  his  positi(Mi,  he  deemed  it  no  le» 
proper  that  an  mquiry  should  be  made,  that 
the  public  might  be  informed  of  the  fiut,  if  in 
truth  any  such  diseriminatim  had  been  made 
in  the  bnrinesB  of  this  institution. 

Altiiongh  entirely  unwilling  to  prolong  tidt 
discnseion,  Kr.  B.  said  he  voold  notice  aoodier 
of  the  spcH^ed-  aboses  of  the  hank.  The  Isd- 
goage  4»  the  spei^cation  ia,  subsidies  and 
loans,  directly  or  indirectiy,  to  printers,  etdStm, 
and  lawyers,  for  purposes  other  than  tiie  regu- 
lar business  of  the  bank."  This,  too,  or,  wd 
Mr.  B,,  has  been  misapprehended.  It  is  not 
made  a  char^  ag^nst  the  bank,  that  it  disoonnts 
notes  for  pnnters,  or  for  any  other  class  of  dti- 
zens ;  but  the  charge  is,  that  snbsidies  and  in- 
direct loans  are  made  to  these  classes  <^perKHi^ 
finjpuivosea  other  than  its  rcffular  bomeflb 

We  know  the  power  of  the  presa  It  is  a 
mighty  lever  when  brought  to  bear  upon  pnV&ts 
opinion.  Its  influence  may  often  be  neariy  re- 
Bistiess,  in  giving  a  direction  to  that  opinion. 
Now,  dr,  the  charge  is,  that  tiie  bank  has  umed 
to  coimpt  and  control  the  press — to  sway  the 
editors  and  conductors  of  public  joomals,  by  its 
money  and  its  patronajge.  The  charge,  sr,  is 
grave  and  important  in  its  oharacto',  and  djonld 
not  be  made  without  good  anthoriQr  to  sustain 
it.  I  will  not,  sir,  express  any  ofinion  of  its 
truth  or  &lsity ;  I  will  wut  for  the  prool  I 
have  heard  w  enormous  loans  to  particolv 
editonv  upon  nnninal  ■eouritT ;  but  thesDiyeot 
was  too  odlcate  in  its  dbaraoter  to  admit 
greater  particularitiy  in  rdTeiting  to  it  He  felt 
himself  however,  entirely  at  liberty  to  speak  of 
what  Jiad  been  distinctly  averred  in  the  pnblio 
papers,  and  which  he  Oa.  B.)  had  not  se^  dis- 
puted or  contradicted  in  any  one.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
referred  to  a  statement  which  had  recently  been 

C'  "ished,  that  seventeen  hundred  dollars  hsd 
pud  by  the  bank  to  oertain  printers  in 
Philadelphia,  for  publishing  copies  of  a  report 
which  was  made  in  this  House  two  years  nnoe, 
in  favor  of  recbartering  the  baok.  It  wss 
added,  in  the  statement  referred  to,  that  the  io- 
dividnaU  empk^ed  to  prist  tins  report  woe, 
when  so  emplojred,  the  printers  of  the  only 
oraer  in  that  city,  advme  to  the  bank.  Be 
nad  given  the  authority  upon  vhidi  he  made 
this  statement,  and  could  not  say  but  that  it 
was  an  entire  fabrication.  He,  however,  had 
not  seen  it  anywhere  denied.  And,  if  tme,  it 
mi^ht  perhaps  not  justly  be  liable  to  any  aas- 
picion  of  an  improper  dedgn  in  thus  bestowing 
Its  patronage.  He  did  not  intend^  at  this  time, 
to  draw  any  such  inference  from  it.  He,  how- 
ever, could  not  forbear  asking  upon  what  prin- 
ciple tiie  bank  conld  justify  this  enenditure  oi 
the  money  of  the  stockholders.  The  United 
States  owned  one-fifth  part  of  the  capital  stock. 
Had  they  at  any  tune  authorized  such  an  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  fttnds !  Another  lar^ 
proportion  of  tiie  stock,  it  was  said,  was  the 
proper^  of  "widoira  and  orphans."  Uptut 
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-what  prlndpl«  oould  the  bank  Jnstify  the  ft^li- 
catioD  of  their  money  to  aaob  a  pnrpose  t  The 
report  was  a  very  able  one,  and  deeerred  a 
l^oroagh  perusal ;  bat  he  waa  not  aware  that 
it  was  at  all  proper  to  diatribate  it  '  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  bank 
stockholders.  For  aught  he  noold  see,  tbe  ez- 
pendttore  wonld  have  been  as  well  authorized 
D7  the  charter,  had  it  been  for  lottery  tickets 
or  in  a  bet  npon  a  horserace.  Such  a  disbnrse- 
ment,  howover,  might  not  have  served  any 
beneficial  pnrpoBe.  It  might  neither  have 
r^olated  tne  currency  nor  regulated  the  press 
of  tibe  ooontTy. 

It  aspears  to  me,  sidd  JSr.  B.,  entirely  proper 
that  this  investigation  shonld  take  place,  and  I 
shonld  think  it  might  well  take  a  wider  range 
than  has  been  contemplated.  I  shonld  be  glad 
to  learn  npon  what  principles  the  bank  has 
governed  itself  in  the  establishment  of  branches 
in  the  sevend  States ;  what  ol^eots  it  has  had 
in  view  in  the  increase  and  location  of  these 
institations,  and  in  tbe  selection  of  directors  to 
control  tiiem.  The  prominent  argnments  which 
have  been  nrged  in  favor  of  the  national  bank, 
with  power  -to  eBtabliah  branc^e^  are  their 
safety  as  plaoea  of  deporft  for  the  national 
treasures,  and  tiiat  they  throw  into  oironlation 
tt  carrency  of  equal  value  and  common  use 
throDghont  the  Union.  If  branches  have  been 
established  in  reference  to  these  objects,  I  will 
not  pretend  that  the  j^rtvilc^  conferred  by  the 
charter  have  been,  m  this  respect,  violated. 
But  iff  on  the  other  hand,  these  objects  have 
been  lost  sight  of  in  the  location  of  branches,  if 
other  designs  have  been  kept  ia  Wew  in  de- 
ciding upon  such  measures,  and  especially,  sir, 
if  branches  have  been  established,  or  directors 
selected  with  a  view,  at  this  time,  to  secure  in- 
flnenee  in  Uiis  House,  snoh  motives,  I  am  satia- 
fied,  would  neither  meet  with  approval  or 
toIerati(ni  here ;  bnt,  on  the  contrary,  with  an 
onqnalified  condemnati(Hi,  both  here  and 
throughout  tMs  whole  country, 

Mr.  Watnb  endeavored  repeatedly  to  obtain 
tbe  floor,  with  a  view  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Olattoit  ;  but 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  said,  I  intended  to 
have  voted  for  the  resolution  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Oeorg^  before  the  friends  of 
the  bank  genersdly  manifested  their  acquies- 
cence in  the  propriety  of  yielding  to  tiie  inqniry. 
I  conmdered  such  an  investigation  of  the  affairs 
of  the  bimk  as  waa  proposed,  not  only  proper 
and  desirable  for  the  purpose  of  eatiafying  the 
oonntry  in  regard  torn  tme  oondition,  but  it 
appeiu!«d  to  me  to  be  peonliarly  proper  tiiat  the 
inqniry  should  be  instituted,  as,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  demand  of  a  committee,  sus- 

ficions  of  abuses  in  the  management  of  the 
ank,  iigurious  to  its  chfu^ter  and  usefdlness, 
mast  have  been  the  consequence  of  a  refusal  of 
file  investigation.  If  the  proposition  for  the 
inquiry  had  been  submitted  without  any  alle- 
gation of  actual  abuses,  upon  reflection,  I-  am 
dispoaed  to  tidnk  the  preoM«it  thai  woiild  be 


established  by  acceding  to  it,  as  highly  naefid 
and  proper  in  such  a  case.  I  am  of  tbe  opinimi 
eniesaed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Tork, 
(ib,  BuBDSLKT,)  that  such  an  iaqnii7  as  is 
now  proposed  shonld  precede  every  renewal  of 
such  an  institution.  In  an  a^r  of  sacb  general 
and  diverse  interests^  nothing  should  be  taken 
npon  the  representations  of  those  who  have,  or 
may  be  supposed  to  have,  an  interest  either  in 
witbholding  any  material  information,  or  of 
giving  a  Mse  coloring  to  such  as  they  might 
think  proper  to  afford.  Beeidee,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  to  assure  the  pnbllo  oonfldenoe, 
and  to  vindicate  this  Honse  itself  shonld  it  pro- 
ceed to  vote  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank  at  the  present  srasion,  from  any  imputa- 
tion of  undne  influences,  it  appears  to  me  that 
tbe  most  nnreserved  opportunity  should  bo 
^ven  to  the  enemies  of  the  bank  of  expIorioA 
Its  most  secret  affairs,  shonld  they  require  such 
a  i>rivilege.  The  slightest  shade  of  suspicion 
which  may  rest  npou  it,  from  whatever  cause 
produced,  should  be  r^oved,  by  yielding  a 
ready  aoquiescenoe  to  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  in 
tiie  power  of  the  opponents  of  the  bank  to 
devise.  I  would  have  supported  the  propor- 
tion of  the  gentieman  from  Georgia  npon  an- 
other ground,  without  any  design  to  pr^ndioe 
the  interests  of  the  bank.  If  there  are  any  con- 
cealed transactions  of  the  bank  of  a  reprehen- 
sible character,  or  any  abuses  of  the  privileges 
conferred  npon  it,  not  known  to  the  public,  it 
is  of  importance  that  tiiey  shonld  be  brought  to 
light,  in  order  that  they  may  be  goarded  agunst 
or  prevented  in  fature,  by  tiie  terms  of  any  new. 
charter  of  the  same,  or  of  a  sbnilar  institntion,  ■ 
which  may  be  granted ;  for  I  consider  that  tf 
all  the  chu^  brought  agunst  the  bank  by  the 
gentlemui  nom  Qeoma  should  be  ratablished, 
the?  would  still  not  be  conolnsive  against  tbe 
reMiarter  of  the  same  bank,  or  of  a  new  <«e. 
They  would  only  go  to  demonstrate  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  exercising  the  greatest 
cflvumspeotion  and  vigilance  in  settlhig  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  a  new  charter.  They 
would,  at  most,. amount  to  nothing  more  than 
arguments  addressed  to  the  consideration  of  tbe 
House,  and  of  the  public,  and  their  probable 
recurrence  would  rem^n  to  be  weighed  against 
the  public  convenience  and  utility  of  any  such 
institution. 

I  would  not  have  voted  for  the  resolution  of 
the  gentieman  from  Gengia,  for  the  purpose  of 
defeating  the  final  action  of  Oongress  upon  the 
bank  question  at  the  present  session,  as  has 
been  alleged  to  be  the  probable  motive  of  some 
who  were  inclined  to  favor  the  proposition  for 
inqniry.  I  would  have  considered  snch  a 
course  as  wholly  indefensible.  But,  sir,  when 
tiie  question  shtJl  arise  upon  tbe  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  "Ways  and  Means,  I  desire 
it  may  now  be  dlstinctiy  nuderstood  that  I  shall 
be  in  favor  of  tbe  postponement  of  the  subject 
to  a  period  beyond  the  term  of  the  present  Oon- 
gress; imd  as  a  motive  has  already  been 
ascribed  to  thcMe  irho  ftvored  a  yoetpoiuBBaat 
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of  the  tni^  question,  I  feel  it  doe  to  myself  to 
npljr  to  snoh  snggestitms  as  have  been  thus 
thrown  oat  with  t^e  apparent  intention  of 
d^oonoing  in  adTanoe  taj  moToneitt  for  that 
porpoae. 

I  hold  that  any  motive  which  is  fit  to  be 
wted  upon  by  any  member  of  this  Uoase,  is  fit 
also  to  IM  avowed,  and  I,  for  one,  will  not  omit 
to  avow  the  motivea  which  govern  me  upon 
this  qaestion.  I  am  willing  that  it  shall  be 
decided  by  those  to  whom  I  am  directly  respon- 
sible for  my  coorse  here,  and  by  all  honorable 
men,  whose  good  opinion  I  hope  I  shall  always 
seek  to  desire,  whether,  in  the  coarse  I  sliall 
parsae,  there  is  any  shrinking  from  public  duty, 
or  any  sorrender  ot  that  independence  of  per- 
wmal  and  kgldatiTe  aetitHi,  which  becomes  a 
ropreaentative  of  a  p(ffti<nL  of  the  people  upon 
tbiafloOT. 

Hore  has  already  been  said,  and  stlU  more 
way  have  been  felt,  than  I  consider  necessary 
or  even  proper,  respecting  the  connection  which 
i»  flappoeed  or  aUured  to  exist  between  the 
decision  of  this  qaesuon  at  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  and  the  pending  Preudential  elec- 
tion. I  admit  the  truth  of  the  proposition  to 
the  flillest  extent^  that  qoestions  of  great  pablic 
interest  should  not  yield  or  be  postponed  on 
the  groand  of  any  probable  effect  their  decision 
may  have  npoo  the  elevation  of  one  man  or 
anotha  to  mere  place  or  power.  I  tmat  that  I 
do,  and  I  oonfldently  hope  I  ever  shall,  fieel  an 
niunlzed  indifference,  and  even  contempt,  for 
that  sort  of  partisan  zeal  and  anxiety  wmch  is 
sometimes  exhibited  in  the  elections  of  the  high 
offioers  of  the  Oovemment,  and  which  have  no 
blester  or  more  patriotic  otyects  in  view,  than 
to  secure  the  poeaescdon  and  control  of  the  sub- 
ordinate offices  of  the  Government,  with  their 
attendant  emolnmenta ;  yet,  sir,  I  do  not  fear 
to  avow,  in  the  present  case,  whatever  might 
be  the  importance  to  the  public  interests,  that 
this  qaestion  should  be  settled  now ;  that  if,  in 
my  jodgment,  there  were  questions  and  ioter- 
esta  of  still  greater  magnitade— qneations  and 
InterestB  oimneoted  with  the  permanent  well- 
being  of  this  numerous  and  free  people,  which 
would  be  endangered  by  the  action  of  Oongress 
upon  the  qaestion  of  the  bank  at  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  I  would  not  heutate  to 
make  that  the  ground  of  opposition  to  it  In 
all  such  cases  of  conflicting  mterests  and  objects, 
I  would  feel  it  my  duty  to  adhere  to  those 
which  I  regarded  as  the  paranioont  ones.  I 
would  so  r^iolate  my  oondoot  in  the  present 
case,  if  I  coopered  it  of  aach  a  nature.  I  feel 
the  difficulty  of  taking  the  coarse  I  shall  take, 
without  sabjeoting  myself  to  the  imputation  of 
acting  upon  t^is  principle,  in  the  present 
inatanoe;  but  I  will  leave  it  to  be  inferred 
from  the  groand  I  shall  presently  state,  whether 
there  are  not  sufficient  and  cogent  reasons  for 
the  postponement  of  this  qaestion,  of  a  different 
kind ;  and  whether,  if  any  interest  is  to  suffer  by 
acting  upon  this  subject  now,  it  ia  the  bank  inter- 
eat,  or  ao^  one  of  equal  or  greater  importance. 
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As  to  the  propriety  of  reohartering  the  bank,  I 
will  say  that  I  am  friendly  to  the  policj 
giving  to,  or  of  maintaimng  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  Hhit  Qovernment,  of  admuisteriog 
a  omteotive  to  a  vitiated,  excessive^  or  floctnit- 
ing  currency ;  and  I  hope  that  the  propocdtioB 
to  recharter  the  present  bank  will  assmne  ssch 
a  shape,  that  I  can  sive  my  vote  in  fiivor  ttf  it 
I  am  of  opinicm  that  it  is  important,  if  not 
essential,  to  the  aafe  and  economical  adminis- 
tration of  the  pablic  revenue  that  thin  Govern- 
ment should  possess  such  a  power ;  and  I  am 
not  prepared  to  admit  tiiat,  under  the  coostita- 
tion,  this  Government  may  not,  upon  some  aafe 
principle,  employ  its  own  dtizens  as  its  .agents 
and  auxiuariea  in  the  management  of  its  fiscal 
owoems,  and,  at  the  same  time,  oo-qwnte 
with  it  in  exeroiaiiig  a  salatair  control  over  the 
general  onrrem^y,  tqion  a  aonnd  itate  ct  vUch 
all  moat  adndt  the  financial  rewniroea  of  tb« 
country  must  always  greatly  depend.  I  will 
go  furtiier,  and  say  Ui^  I  think  the  public  oon- 
venienoe  and  interest  would  be  greatly  con- 
salted  in  continuing  the  employment  of  the 
capital  DOW  vested  and  in  circulation,  open  an 
organized  plan  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  those 
objects.  '  But  still  entertaining  these  o^iQiom 
and  views,  as  I  do,  I  cannot  amnit  the  ^>etnDe 
that  a  baiuc  ia  the  chief  end  of  the  OoTemment, 
or  that  every  sound  maxim  or  principle  which 
should  govwQ  the  legislation  of  Oongnas,  should 
give  w V,  in  order  to  secure  the  bawflte  of  the 

f resent  one.  I  beg  to  be  onderBtood.  in  what 
have  Bud  of  t£e  principles  which  shoal 
govern  Congress^  as  not  alluding  to  any  bearing 
which  this  questiop  may  have  upon  the  Fres- 
dential  election.  I  will  explain,  before  I  hare 
done,  to  what  I  allade. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  state  tiie  grounda 
upon  which  I  think  the  qaestion  of  the  recbar- 
tering  of  the  bank  shoald  l>e  postpooed,  I  vill 
make  some  remarks,  as  I  intended,  in  rising  to 
address  the  House,  upon  what  has  been  thrown 
oat  in  the  coarse  of  this  debate  in  rdatioo  to 
the  qdniona  (rf  the  Preddent  nwm  this  rol^JecL 
I  am  not  respondble  for  the  mtroduetioB  of 
this  topic  into  this  debate.  It  ltt8l>een  brought 
hito  the  disco Bidon  by  othen ;  and  what  I  shall 
say,  I  consider  proper  only  in  the  way  of  replj. 
Gentlemen  of  both  sides  of  this  question  hare 
thought  proper  to  nve  their  own  vertdoos  of 
the  views  of  the  Prendent,  communicated  to 
Congress  in  his  public  Meesa^res,  On  one  fide^ 
gentieonen  infer  from  the  written  commimica- 
tions  of  the  President  to  this  House,  that  he  has 
expressed  an  opinion  decided  and  unalterable 
against  the  bank,  or,  in  other  words,  that  he 
stands  committed  agunst  it,  in  whatever  sh^ 
or  form  a  proposition  for  reohartering  it  may 
come ;  whil&  on  the  other  hand,  other  gentle- 
men oobtend  Uiat  he  has  reflarred  Hw  whole 
m^ter  to  Oongress,  In  snch  termaaa  to  leave  no 
ground  to  doubt  but  that  he  will  sanction  any 
bill  which  Congress  may  present  ftf  his  ^ 
proval.  Now,  sir,  no  doubt  ^tiemea  are  an- 
c&n  in  the  ej^ireasion  of  thor  t^inion^  vpoa. 
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this  iDbject,  dthoagfa  "both  ddes  deal  in  ex-' 
tremei,  and  the  position  taken  by  nnther  is 
true.  I  deny  that  there  is  any  fur  or  reason- 
able pretext  discoTcrable  either  in  the  language 
or  sentiment  of  the  Messages  of  the  Premdent 
for  this  great  dirersity  of  opinion  aa  to  what 
he  has  commnmoated  to  Oongress  npon  this 
snbject.  The  candid  and  impartiid  inquirer 
most  admit  that  the  language  employed  is  not 
eqniTocal  or  oraoolar.  That  two  innnions,  so 
dnreoUy  opposed  to  each  <^er,  ahonld  eiist,  Aa 
to  the  tnie  import  of  the  sereralpaBsageB  In  the 
Hess^es  of  the  President  upon  the  sa^eot  of 
the  bank,  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the 
dlTersity  of  the  feelings  and  interests  of  those 
who  differ  so  widely.  I  have  the  Messages, 
liefore  me ;  I  have  considered  them  oarefully, 
and  I  find  no  warrant  for  either  of  the  opporite 
conclusions  which  gentlemeu  have  drawn  firom 
them.  That  the  President  has  openly,  and 
fearless  of  consequences,  braved  the  opposition 
of  all  those  who  are  so  proscriptive  in  their 
feelings  npon  this  3ubJect~-who  are  so  exclu- 
mvelj  devoted  to  the  mteresta  connected  with 
the  bank,  that  th^  oannot  aostain  or  oonn- 
tenance  any  pnblio  man  who  ventures  to  diflbr 
vith  them  as  to  the  amount  of  the  benefits  the 
bank  has  oouferred  upon  the  country,  oiHvho 
can  see  any  constitutional  objection  to  the  bank 
as  at  present  oraanized,  is  not,  and  oannot  be 
controverted.  That,  admitting  the  expediency 
of  some  institntion  of  the  kind,  the  I^^sldent, 
for  himself  woold  prefer  one  organized  upon  a 
very  different  plan  flrom  the  present  one,  is 
equally  clear ;  but  that  he  has  on  one  side  or 
the  other  intended  to  commit  himself^  or  that 
he  has,  in  fact,  committed  himself  npon  the 
question  ol  reohartering  the  present  bank,  with 
some  modifications  of  Its  present  charter  as  may 
be  pn^Kwed,  I  doiy.  I  Twrf«fc<Mw  ^t  in  all  his 
OGmmnni(waoDBto  this  House  npon  this  subject, 
he  has  manifested  a  due  and  respeotAil  deference 
for  the  opinion  of  the  people,  formed  npon  suf- 
ficient consideration,  and  aeUoerately  expressed 
through  their  constituted  organs ;  and  that  he 
has  clearly  reserved  to  himseit,  as  he  ought,  the 
privilege  of  determiuing  his  final  action  npon 
the  subject,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  and  of  the  country,  when  a  bill  shall  be 

Presented  to  him  for  his  approval  or  rejection, 
'his  is  my  judgment  upon  the  sevwal  passages 
to  be  foima  in  the  Preudent's  Messages  upon 
this  snbjeot,  and  I  do  not  believe  that ''any 
gentleman  is  authorized  to  speak  of  tiie  views  <» 
ttie  Presideht  further  than  he  has  thought  proper 
to  disdosB  them  in  his  Messages.  Sir,  when 
the  President  shall  be  called  to  act  finally  npon 
tit^  question,  that  he  will  do  so  under  a  ^11  and 
solemn  sens^of  his  responsibility  to  the  country 
— npon  a  deliberate  consideration  of  all  the 
great  interests  connected  with  the  question, 
and  in  perfect  consistency  with  his  own  char- 
acter, I  do  not  doubt. 

A  long  contest  now  arose,  as  to  the  fact 
whether  Mr.  Boot  had  or  had  not  withdrawn 
bis  amendment,  (which  propoaed  tibat  tlie  Oom- 
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mittee  of  Investigation  should  consist  of  seven 
members,  to  be  appointed  by  ballot.)  Mr.  B. 
iosisted  that  he  had  not  withdrawn  it:  Mr. 
Wayne  that  he  had.  After  a  very  desultory 
conversation,  it  was  decided  by  the  Chair  that 
the  amendment  had  not  been  withdrawn ;  and 
the  question  was,  thereupon,  propounded  upon 
its  adoption. 

Mr.  Root  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  They 
were  taken  accordingly,  and  stood— yeas  88, 
nays  92, 

Bo  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Itr.  Watrs  offered  t2ie  following  amendment : 

Seaoived,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  meet  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  inspect  the 
books  and  exunine  into  ^  proceedings  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stetes,  and  to  report  by  the 
third  Ifonday  in  December  next  whnther  any  pro- 
visioas  of  the  charter  have  been  violated,  and  par- 
ticularly such  violations  of  the  charter  as  may  have 
been  made  since  the  16th  day  of  Jaunary,  1810; 
and  also  to  report  especially  vhether  the  si^d  bank 
has,  at  any  time,  and  to  what  amoont,  issued  any 
bills,  notes,  or  drafts,  to  be  drculated  as  currency, 
contrary  to,  or  eva^ve  of,  the  proviidons  of  its 
charter;  whether  the  said  bank  has,  directiy  or  in- 
directly, dealt  or  traded  in  any  thing  except  bills 
of  exchange,  gold  or  silver  bullion,  or  in  the  sale  of 
goods  re^y  and  truly  {hedged  for  money  lent,  and 
not  redeenyd  in  due  time,  or  goods  vliich  have 
been  the  ptoeeeda  of  iUi  lands ;  whether  the  said 
bank  has  directly  or  in^rect^  charged  or  received 
for  or  upon  its  discounts  and  loins,  from  the  time 
the  same  were  made  until  finally  repidd,  more  than 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum;  whether 
the  said  bank  has  had  or  owned,  or  bas  or  owns, 
any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  except  such 
as  are  requisite  for  its  immediate  accommodation 
in  relation  to  the  convenient  transaction  of  busi- 
ness, and  such  as  have  been  bona  fide  mortgaged  to 
it  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  it  In  satisfiuy 
tion  of  debts  prenondy  contracted  in  the  course  of 
its  dealings,  or  purchased  at  sales  upon  judgments 
which  had  been  obttuned  for  such  debts.  And  also 
to  report  the  amount  and  kinds  lA  specie  and  bol* 
lion  imported  into  the  United  States  by  the  bank, 
the  cost  of  the  same,  and  the  arrangements  for  pro- 
curing it;  the  amount  of  spede  exported  by  the 
bank,  and  for  what  objects,  and  the  amount  sold 
by  the  bank  for  a  premium,  or  npon  discounted  pa- 
per and  a  premium,  for  exportation;  the  amount 
of  specie  furnished  by  the  bank  to  any  department 
of  Government,  and  at  what  premiums,  with  a  re- 
port of  the  amounts  of  specie  received  or  drawn  by 
the  bank  from  incorporated  baniu  in  the  StateiL 
and  In  the  District  of  Columbia ;  the  amoont  of 
bins,  notes,  or  checks  of  the  State  banks,  and  of  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  acquired  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  Ita  branches,  diatin- 
gnishiug  the  amounts  from  each,  and  the  manner 
the  same  were  acquired;  the  maoner  in  which  sud 
notes^  bills,  or  chocks  have  been  redeemed  by  ai^d 
banks  fiiun  week  to  week,  or  at  other  iatarvala,  as 
may  have  been  stipulated  between  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  such  banks,  showing  the  con- 
tracts with  each  for  the  redemption  of  Ota  not^  or 
bills  of  each,  and  the  amounts  of  interest  severally 
pud  by  eud  banks  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statflfl,  upon  the  UOs,  notes,  or  chei^  held  1^  the 
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baok ;  the  iDinB  louiedbT  the  Bank  of  th«  United 
States  to  State  baoki,  and  to  banki  ia  the  District 
of  Colmnbia,  the  interest  upon  the  same,  and  in 
what  manner  Uie  ntne  were  repdd,  with  a  report 
of  the  profit  reonlred  or  made  hj  the  banlc,  pre- 
minms  apoo  forrign  and  domestic  exchange,  and 
the  rates  of  exdiaue  established  by  said  b&nk  from 
time  to  time,  and  if  the  tmn  hare  been  fixed  with  a 
doe  rewd  to  the  coaise  of  trade ;  with  a  report  of 
its  deoJlDn  ia  forego  exchange  od  its  own  bills, 
and  at  what  rates,  and  with  aach  as  have  been 
bonght  by  the  bank  from  indiTidnals,  e(^iartner> 
ships,  or  incorporated  companies,  and  the  ad- 
vances charged  upon  the  sales  of  the  same ;  with  a 
report  of  the  isduei  of  post  notes,  or  notes  payable 
to  order,  issued  by  the  bank,  the  withdrawal  or  re- 
demption of  the  same,  and  of  checks  drawn,  and  at 
what  rates  sold;  wiu  a  report  of  tlie  ftands  of  the 
Vidted  States  reo^Ted  on  deposit  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  its  branches,  dlsttognlBhing 
the  same  as  to  time  and  amounts,  of  tlie  sums  trans- 
mitted by  the  bank  fbr  the  GoTemment,  and  to  what 
{daces,  tlie  times  when  done,  the  modes  of  transfer, 
and  the  cost,  if  any,  to  the  btnk,  for  doing  the 
same,  and  wliether  ue  same  has  not  been  done, 
and  given  a  profit  to  the  bank ;  with  a  report  of 
the  profits  made  by  the  bank  by  dlscoonta  and  ex- 
ehange  upon  Goremment  deposits,  and  of  the  loans 
made  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  Gor- 
emment  of  moneys  advanoed  to  the  Government, 
or  to  (nther  of  its  departments,  and  the  interest  or 
premiums  paid  by  tiie  Government  fbrvoch  loans 
or  advances ;  with  a  report  of  the  dllbreot  kinds 
of  stock  pledged  to,  or  at  any  time  owned  by,  the 
bank,  la  any  other  bank,  or  incorporated  company, 
railroad  or  canal  company,  particularly  diattnguish- 
ing  how  the  same  was  acquired  and  parted  with, 
and  of  the  sums  loaned  to,  or  advanced  or  given  to, 
any  incorporated  or  tminoorporated  railroad  or 
Moal  company,  and  the  terms  upon  which  the  same 
were  made,  and  Ae  Inducement  for  any  donations 
which  ma^  have  been  made,  and  the  authority  of 
the  hank  in  the  charter  for  doing  the  same.  Also, 
to  report  if  any  and  which  of  the  branches  of  the 
said  bank  have  been  nnproducUve  ftvm  the  estab- 
lishment of  them,  and  what  salaiiea  have  been 
given  to  the  officers  of  such  unproductive  branches, 
and  the  amounts  or  Uods  of  biQs  or  notes,  and 
where  payable,  which  flie  bank  has,  from  time  to 
time,  transmitted  to  Its  branches. 

That  the  Biid  committee  have  leave  to  meet  in 
tiie  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  remain  there  as 
long  as  may  be  necessary ;  that  they,  shall  have 
power  to  send  (at  persons  and  pm>era,  and  to  em- 
ploy the  requisite  eleit^  the  enense  of  which 
shall  be  anditfld  and  allowed  by  the  Conunittea  of 
Aocouats,  and  paid  out  (tf  the  contingent  fuUl  of 
the  House. 


S^nDAT,  Haroh  8. 

The  bill  was  farther  debated  by  Mr.  Sladb 
and  Mr.  BnBD,  who  both  were  opposed  to  the 
amendment  offered  on  Satoroay  last  by  Mr, 
Datib,  of  Masaaohasetto,  aod  .juldressed  the 
Hoose  at  length  in  aappwt  of  thor  raq>eotiTe 
views;  when 

Mr.  DicKBOH  moved  to  strike  oat  the  enaot* 
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log  daose  of  the  bill,  (which  amomits  to  Ha  re- 
jection,) bnt  the  numcHi  was  negaliTed— yati 
62jDay8  70. 

The  oommittee  rose,  aad  reported  tiie  bill  to 
the  Hoose  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Datu  moved  the  ume  anModnmt  ha 
had  previoody  oflbred  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  rejected— yeas  78,  nays  102. 

Mr.  Pka^ok  moved  the  unendment  he  had 
formerly  proposed,  also  rfjected — ^yeas  80,  nayi 
96. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  engnMsmeat 
of  the  bill,  and  it  was  decided  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Adams,  Adair,  Anderson,  Aidi- 
er,  Barringer,  James  Bates,  BeU,  Bouck,  Brancli, 
Briggs,  J.  Brodhead,  3.  C.  Brodhead,  Bullaid, 
Cambreleng,  Carson,  Cfainn,  Gay,  Collier,  1^  Coa- 
dlct,  S.  Xiondit,  Corwin.  Coulter,  Craig,  Dajtn, 
Dearborn,  Denny,  Doabieday,  Dravtcn,  J.  Enns, 
E.  Everett,  Ford,  GUmore,  Gwdon,  Heister,  H<^an, 
Holland,  Horn,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Dirie,  Isacks, 
Jarvis,  Jenifer,  R.  K.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  C. 
0.  Johnston,  Eavanagh,  H.  King,  Kerr,  Lea^ 
Lewis,  HcCarty,  McDuffie,  Mclntire,  McEoinaiL 
Mercer,  miiigan^  Mohlenbeiv,  Pendleton,  nerson, 
I^tcher,  Polk,  S.  0.  Beed,  &nith,  Soule,  Speigfat, 
Stephens,  F.  Iliomas,  P.  Thomas,  Verphack, 
Washington,  Watmourii,  Wayne,  Weeks,  G.  P. 
White,  E.  D.  White,  Wieklifl"e— 78. 

Nats. — Messrs.  C.  Allan,  AUiaon,  AnDstrmg,  Ar- 
nold, Ashley,  Babcock,  Banks,  N.  Barber,  J.  a 
Barbour,  Barnwell,  Banlow,  Beardsley,  Bethnne, 
James  Blair,  John  BUr,  Burd,  Othoon,  Carr, 
Chandler,  Claiborne,  Ooke,  Conner,  £.  Cooke,  S. 
Cooke,  Cooper,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crdghton,  Danid, 
Davenport,  J.  Davis,  Dewart,  IHckson,  Doddridge, 
Duncan,  Ellsworth,  G.  Evans,  H.  Everett,  Felder, 
Foster,  Grennell,  Griffin,  T.  H.  Hall,  W.  HaS, 
Hatmnons,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hodges,  Hughes,  Hunt- 
ington, Irrin,  Jewett,  Kendall,  J.  Kiog,  lamar, 
Lan^ng,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lyon,  Mann,  Hardis, 
Marshal,  Maxwell,  W.  McCoy,  R.  McCoy,  McKay, 
T.  R.  Mitchell,  Newnan,  Pearce,  Potts,  J.  Beed, 
Bencher,  Root,  Russel,  W.  B.  Siepard,  A.  E. 
Shepperd,  SUde,  Southard,  Speoce,  Stanbeiry, 
Standifer,  Storrs,  Taylor,  J.  Thompson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Tance,  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Wheeler,  E. 
WUttieeey,  ^iniliams,  Tonng— 96. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


MoNDAT,  March  18. 

Bami  <(f  O*  Vntted  Statm^Inqvirjf  into  it» 

CondMt, 

The  Hoose  reeomed  the  ooosideratkHt  <^Mr. 
Outton'b  resoluUon,  leather  with  Mr.  Root's 
amendment,  [whioh  was  reoomddered  March  9,] 
to  appoint  the  committee  by  ballot. 

Mr.  Blaib,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  said :  If  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  'York, 
is  adopted,  it  will  be  carried  by  the  vote  oi 
those  friendly  to  the  bank.  The  same  mem- 
bers will  then  hand  in  Uieir  folded  tickets,  and 
elect  a  oommittee,  the  minority  of  whom,  if  not 
^e  whole,  will  be  in  favor  <tf  rezMwing  the 
ohaiter,  and  fHendly  to  the  bank ;  and  that  ia- 
stitatioa  will  have  nothing  to  i^prdieadtroa 
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the  result  of  their  inquiries.  We  vill  see  ex- 
hibited the  absord  farce  of  the  acoosed  sitting 
in  Jodgment  upon  its  own  trial,  or  rather  de- 
ciding whetha  it  will  submit  to  be  tried  even 
by  its  own  particular  friends.  Yea,  sir,  Sidd 
Hr.  B.,  all  this  will  be  done,  and  the  American 
people  vill  be  left  to  guess  at  the  agents  by 
whom  it  is  effected.  They  will  he  left  to  guess 
at  the  names  of  those  who  have  constituted  the 
bank  the  sole  judge  in  its  own  cause.  A  com- 
mittee friendly  to  the  hank,  and  disposed  to 
screen  the  malversations  of  its  officers^  will  be 
selected  by  an  agency  perfectly  irresponsible, 
because  unknown  to  the  people.  Now,  sir, 
said  Mr.  B.,  I  would  ask,  is  this  tiie  course  of 
conscious  rectitade  and  inuooenoe  ?  Is  this  the 
course  an  honorable,  high-ndnled  individual 
would  pnrane^  when  hia  oflBdal  character  has 
been  implicated  and  slandered  ?  Wonld  be  not 
instantly  demand  a  court  of  inquiry,  and,  in- 
stead of  shunmng,  wonld  he  not  court  investi- 
gation t  Finally,  he  would  ask  the  friends  <^ 
the  institution  themselves,  if  they  could  hope  to 
sustain  its  character  and  credit  with  the  Ameri- 
can people,  by  shielding  it  from  a  full,  a  free, 
and  rigid  examination  of  its  condition,  and  of 
all  its  transactions,  by  a  committee  that  has 
DO  motive  to  palliate  delinquencies,  or  to  cloak 
misdemeanors. 

Kr.  EvKUBTT,  of  Massachusetts,  s^d :  I  am 
in  &vor  of  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  ITew  York,  (Mr.  Boot,)  and  will 
briefly  state  my  reasons.  It  has  been  too 
readily  taken  for  granted,  because  tiiis  inquiry 
is  moved  by  a  gentleman  avowedly  hostile  to 
the  bank,  uiat  therefore  the  parliamentary  rule 
requires  that  the  committee  should  be  unfriend- 
ly to  the  institution.  I  do  not  so  understand 
the  rule  ;  I  admit  that  the  committee  ought  to 
be  friendly  to  the  inquiry ;  that  Is  to  say,  willing 
to  take  it  up  and  carry  it  through,  in  good  &ith, 
not  because  there  Is  any  parliamentuy  mle  to 
this  effect,  but  because  common  sense  requires 
it;  because  it  cannot  even  be  supposed  uiat  a 
committee  will  not  cheerfblly  and  conscien- 
tionah^  perform  a  dnt^  introsted  to  them  by 
the  House.  There  is  no  meaning  in  the  propo- 
sition of  a  committee  friendly  to  Ihe  inquiry, 
but  this — a  committee  friendly  to  doii^  the  duty 
enjoined  upon  it. 

But  of  those  in  favor  of  the  inquiry,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  there  are  two  classes : 
one  such  as  are  friendly  to  the  bank,  and  think 
the  inquiry  wiU'result  in  exonerating  the  bank 
from  the  charges  brought  against  it ;  and  the 
other  such  as  are  hostile  to  the  hank  and  in 
favor  of  instituting  the  inquiry,  as  certain  to 
lead  to  delay,  and  likely,  in  their  judgment  to 
result  in  ute  destnustion  oi  the  institntion. 
Now,  I  nuuntain  that,  as  fur  as  the  parliament- 
ary rue  alluded  to  refers  at  all  to  the  case,  it 
demands  tliat  this  inquiry  should  be  committed 
to  persona  of  the  former  and  not  of  the  latter 
elasa  ;  to  the  Mends  and  not  the  enemies  of  the 
institution.  That  rule  refers  to  the  disposition 
to  be  made  of  1^  before  the  Honse,  and  what 
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is  it?  It  is  laid  down  in  the  Manual  as  Allows : 
"  Those  who  ttdte  exceptions  to  some  particulars 
of  the  bill  are  to  be  of  the  committee:  but 
none  who  speak  directly  against  the  body  of 
the  MIL  For  he  that  wouB  totally  destroy, 
will  not  amend;  or,  as  is  stdd,  the  otuld  la  not 
to  be  put  to  a  nurse  that  cares  not  for  it.  It  is 
therefore  a  constant  rule  that  no  man  is  to  be 
employed  in  any  matter  who  has  declared  him- 
self against  it."  The  rule  even  goes  so  for  as  to 
require  that  "  when  any  member  who  is  agfdnat 
the  bill  hears  himself  named  of  its  committee, 
be  ought  to  ask  to  be  excused." 

Can  auy  thing  be  clearer  than  this,  as  far  aa 
the  rule  gora!  Oan  we  stand  on  any  such  nar- 
row ground  as  that  inquiry,  whidi  is  only  the 
acting  of  the  committee  m  obe^enoe  to  the 
Honse— is  the  thing  to  whieh  the  committee 
is  to  be  frigidly}  Certainly  not.  We  must 
look  to  the  substance.  The  matter  in  hand  is 
the  biuok.  The  bill  is  the  bill  reohartering  the 
bank ;  tiie  bill  now  on  the  table.  Every  gen- 
tleman who  has  spoken  to  this  resolution  of  in- 
quiry, has  spoken  as  direcUy  to  that  bill  aa  if 
it  were  nominally  before  the  House.  I  am  even 
of  the  opinion  that  the  present  motion,  for  this 
very  reason,  is  not  strictly  in  order ;  and  that 
if  inquiry  be  deemed  necessary,  the  proper 
course  w^ld  be  to  move  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee oPihe  whole  H^ase^  and  to  recommit 
the  bill,  with  inatmctiona  to  Wtiie,  to  a  stand- 
ing or  a  Select  Oommittee.  This,  I  take  it^  is 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  parliamentary  rnle, 
of  which  we  have  heard  so  much.  At  the  same 
time,  I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  do  not  imdst 
that  this  rule  refers  to  questions  of  this  na- 
ture. I  do  not  claim  the  benefit  of  this  inter- 
pretation, clear  as  it  is,  for  the  amendment  of 
the  ^ntieman  from  New  York.  As  a  techmoal 
parliamentary  rule,  I  believe  that  usage  restricts 
it  to  matters  of  a  more  private  character.  The 
rechart«ring  of  the  bank  is  a  large  question, 
interesting  to  the  whole  country,  connected  with 
its  great  interests,  wearing,  in  some  reHpecta,  a 
political  aspect,  and  standing  ftx  above  the  class 
of  mere  business  matters,  to  which  the  rule  is 
generally  understood  to  ^>ply.  But  I  proceed 
on  &r  broader  grounds  than  those  of  technical 
rule,  in  requiring  that  the  oommittee  should 
not  be  hostile  to  uie  existence  of  the  institution 
— the  grounds  of  common  jnatiee  and  common 
sense. 

Analogous  oases  have  been  urged  upon  us. 
It  has  been  asked  what  we  should  think  of  an 
ofBoer  of  this  House,  or  of  the  Government, 
who,  if  grave  charges  were  made  against  him, 
should  insist  that  the  investigation  should  be 
made  by  persons  opposed  to  having  the  matter 
inquired  mto.  The  ease  is  id^  put ;  for  it  is 
not  a  posrible  anpporition  that  any  Innocent 
man,  agunst  whom  grave  charges  are  made, 
should  be  unwilling  that  they  should  be  investi- 
gated ;  and  every  man  is  held  innocent  till  he 
is  found  to  be  guilty.  But  this  inquiry  is  moved 
by  persons  who  tiiink  that,  wheuier  the  bank 
is  innooent  or  not  in  the  matter  loqiUred  into^ 
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it  otigbt  to  be  broken  down.  And  if  gentlemen 
wish  for  ftn  uulogoos  case,  wbat  wonld  thej 
think  of  committing  the  investigaticm  into 
ehari^  preferred  against  an  officer  of  the 
HoQse,  or  of  the  Government,  to  persons  who 
bad  not  onlr  declared  their  minds  made  np  in 
regard  to  Ml  the  matten  to  be  investigated, 
bnt  had  tTowed  the  opinion  that  whether 
gaUtj  or  innocent,  he  oogbt  to  be  oepriTed  of 
office,  and  even  life  I  Gentlemen  tell  us  the 
bank  is  oormpt ;  that  it  is  broken,  and  nnable 
to  pay  its  debts ;  and  that  it  has  been  oondncted 
in  the  most  dishonorable  and  fraudolent  manner ; 
that  it  is  a  great  and  oppressive  evil,  a  corse  to 
the  ooantry ;  and,  finally,  nnconstitntiona) ; 
and  then  politely  aak  the  majority  of  this 
Hoose,  who  are  fHendlj  to  it,  to  ^ve  them,  its 
pledged  enemies,  the  control  of  this  oommittee, 
avowedly  to  be  need  for  the  parpoees  <tf  deln: 
and,  if  poenble,  for  those  of  destrnotifMi.  Wonld 
Bttoh  a  propoutiMi  between  man  and  man  be 
ihmwht  consonant  to  tiie  roles  of  eqaity  t 

Thu  demand  for  a  hostile  oommittee  is  new ; 
it  is  not  a  fortnight  old.  The  memorial  of  tiie 
directors  of  the  bank,  asking  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  was  presented  on  the  0th  of 
Janoarv.  A  debate  arose  whether  it  should  be 
referred  to  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
or  a  Select  Oommittee.  It  was  nnderstood  and 
stated  that,  in  either  case,  the  consf^ttee  was 
to  inqnire  into  the  manner  in  which  the  bank 
had  been  oondaeted,  if  they  deemed  inqniry 
necessary.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  OambbxlehiO  wanted  the  grei^  qnestitni 
invcitlgated,  whether  the  bank  ahndd  be  allowed 
to  issne  orders  "  payable  nowhere."  Another 
^tleman  (lom  New  Tork  (Mr.  HomuJi) 
wished  all  the  vices  of  ttie  bank  to  be 
probed.  The  enemies  of  the  bank  generally 
(with  a  few  of  its  friends)  voted  for  the  Select 
Oommittee ;  bat  it  was  eonceded  on  all  hands, 
and  expres^  admitted  by  the  gentleman  fhnn 
New  York,  (Mr.  Oucbbbleno,)  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  wonld  of  coarse  be 
fiiendly  to  the  bank.  Nothing  has  occurred 
to  oluui&e  the  qnestion  since,  nor  to  make  it 
ai^  the  less  proper  that  this  inqniry  should  be 
referred  to  persmis  who  will  take  it  np  cm  the 
ftmdamental  piiodple  of  Jnstioe—that  eveiT 
person  shall  be  esteemed  imiocent  tUl  he  Is 
proven  to  be  goiltr. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Tork,  Qtr.  Bbuow- 
UT,)  who  spoke  at  length  agun^  this  amend- 
ment cS  his  o(dleagne,  gave,  nevertiieless,  a 
satisfiMjtory  reason  why  it  oaght  to  pass.  He 
really  conceded  the  whole  matter  now  in  con- 
troversy. He  said  that  though  the  Speaker 
ou^t  to  name  the  committee,  he  ehoold  do  it 
according  to  some  principle  to  be  laid  down  by 
the  House.  What  that  principle  was,  I  did 
not  understand  the  gentleman  to  state.  Still 
less  do  I  nndfirstand  m  what  way  that  prindi^e 
)■  to  be  laid  down  by  the  Honse.  It  is  the  very 
object  of  the  amendinent  to  have  the  cMnmit- 
tee  dengnated  tm  some  principle  ^>proved  by 
the  Honsft  The  gwithman  will  not  tnut  the 
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Speaker  to  name  them,  bat  upon  some  princi- 
ple to  be  previoaaly  ^  know  not  in  what  vsf) 
prescribea. 

It  is  pitia  there  is  no  wbj  by  which  the 
House  can  ccaitrol  the  prindple  on  which  a  vm- 
mittee  shall  be  chosen,  but  oy  chooring  thnn 
itself!  If,  indeed,  the  gentleman  wffl  inoot^ 
rate  bis  rnle  into  the  resolution ;  if  he  wiD  in- 
sert after  the  word  committee,  "to  wmriatof 
persons  Mendly  to  the  bank,"  I  should  nnder 
stuid  his  oourse,  and  perhaps  go  with  him. 
Or,  if  he  wonld  insert  "  to  consist  of  the  sworn 
enemies  of  the  bank,"  I  had  almost  said  I 
wonld  vote  for  snch  an  amendment,  disclosing, 
as  it  would,  the  policy  of  this  movement,  in  a 
light  in  which  the  country  wonld  nnderstiDd 
it.  It  would  then  appear  that  we  are  csUed 
apon  to  ^  a  thing  abtKnrent  to  every  notifm  d 
Justice ;  and  as  frmidB  oi  the  hankv  hddiog  the 
fate  of  the  institnticm  in  onr  hands,  and  respon- 
sible to  the  country  foe  the  continued 
meat  by  the  people  of  the  advantages  whid  it 
is  now  oonfening  on  them,  I  must  say  it  wonld 
appear  that  we  are  asked  to  betr«y  a  very  le- 
spondble  trust. 

Ur.  Anokl,  of  New  York,  s^d :  As  r^arda 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  ctmdnot  of  the  Bank  of  the  ITnited  States, 
I  do  not  consider  it  very  material  whether  it 
be  made  in  the  nsnal  manner  by  the  Speaker, 
or  in  the  unuBual  manner  proposed  by  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  Root,)  by  ballot  of  the  Hoow.  The 
reweotfhl  opinion  I  entertun  of  the  mcanbers 
of  this  Honse  willnot  permit  me  tobeUere  titat 
the  oommittee,  in  whaievw  mode  selected,  wiH 
oondst  ot  other  tiian  honorable  men,  deeplj 
sensiUe  of  their  oUigataon  to  probe  its  eoooerna, 
and  resolved  to  do  their  duty  in  a  manner  fea^ 
less  of  the  bwk,  and  honest  to  the  oonntry. 
Bnt  some  of  the  reasons  asmgned  by  goitlemeo 
for  their  great  solicitude  to  have  the  committee 
^tpointed  by  the  ballot  of  the  House,  if  they 
cannot  awaken  a  snspidon  of  tiidr  motive,  ap- 
pear to  me  very  e^raordinary.  While  thej 
pay  the  highest  compliments  to  the  integrity  of 
the  Chair,  express  the  most  nnlimited  confi- 
dence in  tfae  Speaker,  and  expressly  disdum  all 
suqticuon  oi  partiality  on  his  part,  they  nrge 
the  appointment  of  the  ocnnmittee  or  the  ballot 
of  tile  House,  tordteve  him  team  uie  renna- 
^bility  whidi  he  inoun  every  day,  and  on 
every  other  sul^eot  of  ai^nting  the  commit- 
tee. Why  do  gentlemen  ur^  us  to  depart  frcna 
the  ordinary  mode  of  appomting  the  oomnutr 
tee,  while  they  declare  tiiey  have  nothing  to 
fear,  and  fear  nothing  from  die  appointment  of 
it,  in  the  ordinary  mode,  by  the  Chair  t  To 
justify  the  extratn^inaiy  conrae  proposed,  some 
good  reason  ^onld  be  shown.  None  snch  bss 
been  offered,  or  can  be  pretended ;  and  I  do 
not  feel  myeelf  justified  without  canae  to  depart 
fr<nn  the  safe  and  ordinary  mode  of  amioinling 
the  ocmm^ttee  by  the  Speaker,  to  the  nnotttua 
and  extrawdinary  mode  at  a  balloL 
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TvMBDKY,  Karoh  18. 
Sank  ^  th«  Vnited  States — Inquiry  into  its 
Conduct, 

The  Hoase  resnmed  Ur.  Clatton'b  resolu- 
tion, the  qnestion  being  od  Mr.  Boor's  propo- 
Bition  to  appoint  the  oommittee  hj  ballot. 

[A  most  cUMnmBTe  debate  emwd,  in  whwh  Kr. 

Root,  Hr.  Angel,  U r.  Beuddey  and  Mr.  ColUer,  tU 
of  New  YoAf  took  part,  and  in  which  New  Tork 
politics  came  in  for  the  largest  share  of  discussion ; 
at  the  end  of  which  the  qnestion  waa  loadly  called 
for.] 

The  qoestton  was  then  pat  on  Kr.  Boor's 
amendment,  (to  have  the  committee  appointed 
by  ballot,)  and  the  vote  thereon  etood— yeas 
101,  nays  99. 

Before  the  result  was  announced  from  the 
OhiUr,  Hr.  Plummer,  who  had  voted  yea,  asked 
leave  to  change  his  vote,  and  then  voted  nay. 
This  made  the  vote  stand — yeas  100,  nays  100. 

The  Spbakbr  gave  the  casting  vote  in  the 
DMative ;  and  the  amendment  was  r^ected. 

The  question  recnrred  on  the  amendment  of 
Kr.  Watnb. 

Ur.  Watnk  took  the  floor  in  snpport  of  it 
"WheUf  swd  be,  the  discnsBion  began  npon  the 
resolation  moved  by  my  colleagne,  (Mr.  Olat- 
tos.)  It  was  not  my  intention  to  have  engaged 
in  the  debate.  But  the  declarations  of  gentle- 
men, that  if  a  Committee  of  Inqniry  should  be 
allowed,  it  must  have  a  very  limited  time  for 
investigation,  and  shall  be  considered  prepara- 
tory to  ttie  discussion  of  the  bill  for  the  renew- 
al of  the  charter  of  the  bank  at  this  session  of 
Congress,  induce  me  to  remonstrate  against  a 
course  which  seemingly  grants  what  is  asked, 
but  will,  in  effect,  be  a  denial  If  af\iU  inquiry 
be  intended,  auoh  as  the  momentous  interests 
connected  with  the  aal^eot  demand,  the  com- 
mittee to  which  h  mar  be  confided  should  be 
altontlier  nurestrioted.  It  should  have  the 
oonndence  which  is  given  to  all  committees 
raised  for  other  purposes.  If  it  shall  not  have 
it,  snch  an  unprecedented  departure  from  the 
miform  practice  of  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
cannot  foil  to  attract  public  attention,  and  it 
will  demand  a  jnstificatlon  for  it,  of  a  very 
different  kind  from  the  ungraoioas  suspicion  bo 
often  expressed  in  this  debate,  that  the  resolu- 
tion for  inqniry  has  been  introduced  only 
for  the  purpose  of  postponing  to  another  ses- 
sion of  Congress  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  bank.  Gentlemen  in  their  great  anxiety  to 
precipitate  us  to  such  a  conclnslon,  an  n^^nst 
to  thdr  opp<ments  and  to  themselves,  for  the 
restriction  as  to  tame,  taken  in  wnmeoaon  wifii 
then:  strenuous  efforts  to  have  a  oommittee 
chosen  by  ballot — another  very  nnnsnal  depar- 
ture from  onr  practice — ^may  be  jostiflably 
thooght  to  be  intended  to  defeat  inqniry  alto- 
gether, or  to  have  a  very  imperfect  and  partial 
examination  into  the  afiSidrs  of  the  bank.  The 
ludtaUon  proposed  most  prooeed  fnm  the  be- 
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lief  that  a  fliU  invest^atHm  can  be  made  in 
three  or  foor  weeks,  and  that,  ^erfnun  want 
of  industry  or  some  sinister  reason,  it  will  not 
be  done.  the  latter  has  beui  sud,  but 
with  the  ouBtomary  caution  of  insinaatltnL 
Can  it  be  right  for  as  to  make  snch  a  presomp- 
tion  in  advance  of  a  committee,  to  wbic^  anj 
duty  is  to  be  assigned!  Oar  legi^tion  may 
be  searched  in  vain  for  an  example  to  justify 
any  such  restriction.  Gentlemen  are  confident* 
ly  asked  to  produce  one  from  our  journals.  It 
cannot  be  done.  They  will  show  no  such  im- 
putation upon  any  previous  oommittee ;  and,  in 
the  moat  unoffending  bnt  podtive  qdrit,  I  will 
say  the  pn^odtion  is  as  little  worthy  of  ue  mag- 
nanimity of  those  by  whom  it  will  be  snstaineS, 
as  it  wilL  if  adopted,  be  derogatory  to  tiiose 
who  may  be  chosen  to  make  the  investigation. 
It  strikes  some  of  us  to  be  so  singular,  that  if 
we  did  not  know  the  sincere  characters  of  the 
gentiemen  who  have  advocated  it,  we  should 
say  it  was  designed  to  defeat  bU  inqniry,  by 
m^ng  it  difficult,  if  not  imposuble,  for  the 
Speaker  of  the  Hoose  to  find  gentlemen  who 
will  willingly  undertake  the  da^,  onder  siudi 
restraints.  - 

But,  sir,  they  will  be  fbund ;  the  purposes  we 
have  m  view  must  not  be  defeated  by  any  re- 
sentment which  the  course  pursued  by  onr  ad- 
.versaries  may  excite.  Hy  colleague,  and  the 
gentlemen  who  may  be  associated  with  him, 
will  do  their  dnty ;  and  let  me  tell  yon,  sir, 
what  will  be  the  result.  They  will  report  to 
you  that  they  have  not  had  time  allowed  to 
make  a  full  and  satasfsuitory  examination,  bnt 
they  will  report  enough  to  convince  the  people 
of  this  country  of  the  propriety  and  necessity 
of  a  thorough  scrutiny  into  the  management  of 
the  bank,  and  the  operation  of  the  system  as  it 
is  now  organized,  upon  great  national  interests. 
Do  gentlemen  rwUy  bdieve  that  an  examina- 
tioa  with  the  view  of  showing  the  extent  to 
which  the  bank  has  Ailfllled  the  purposes  of  ita 
creation,  and  to  iUustrate,  by  itspastoperatirai^ 
the  fnture  effect  of  saoh  an  institntion  upon  the 
political  condition  and  pecuniary  welfare  of  tJtis 
oonntry,  can  be  made  m  three  or  fonr  weekii  ? 
If  they  do,  sir,  it  is  because  they  have  very  im- 
perfect and  limited  notions  of  the  particul^ 
topics  which  should  be  embraced  in  the  inquiry. 
Four  weeks  will  not  be  time  enough  to  examine 
effectually  into  the  transactions  of  the  past  year, 
much  less  to  report  upon  the  defects  of  a 
system  which  can  only  be  exhibited  by  ex- 
posing ita  management  and  ita  results  in  detail, 
from  the  time  of  ita  organization.  What  led, 
rir,  to  the  dlsaatroos  mismanagement  of  the 
bank  daring  the  two  first  years  its  existence? 
In  part,  defects  in  its  organization,  which  the 
advocates  of  the  bank  even  now  do  not  propose 
to  remove.  Powers  and  privileges  which  were 
abused,  and  which  they  still  desire  to  retwu 
The  warning  voice  of  experience  is  to  be  disre- 
garded ;  and  because  its  chastening  hand  has 
not  been  felt  in  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  we 
are  to  be  called  apoD  to  lenev  Its  marter  at 
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this  sesrioD,  with  very  immaterial  modifloatioas. 
If  done,  it  will  leave  the  great  interesta  which 
the  bank  was  inteoded  to  preserre  and  regulate, 
to  the  ooDtingenoy  of  its  heing  always  managed 
by  inteUigent  and  dteinteretted  meo.  If  the 
taiqidry  la  to  be  Umited  to  an  inveatisatian  of 
the  fraudulent  praotioea  which  have  oeen  im- 
puted to  the  Mnk — Into  wUbh  ita  adroeatea 
ahow  great  readiness  to  enter,  as  I  heUeve  tiiey 
may  well  do— a  day,  an  honr  of  oar  time,  would 
be  thrown  away  upon  snch  a  purpose,  and  I 
should  be  indifferent  to  the  dispoaition  which 
the  House  might  make  of  the  reaolutton.  For, 
dr,  opposed  as  I  am  to  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank,  I  have  no  belief  in  any  of  Uiose 
charges  which  asaail  the  honor  of  those  to  whom 
its  management  has  been  confided,  ^oe  the 
termination  of  the  inquiry  made  by  a  commit- 
tee of  thia  Hooae  in  1819. 

I  ohooee  to  ezpresa  my  disbelief  in  strong 
term^  that  my  past,  and  what  shall  be  my  fii- 
tnre  attitude  to  the  bank  mv  not  be  ndsnnder' 
stood  ve  miarepreeented.  I  fear  too  that  the 
generoufl  temperament  of  my  colleague,  in  his 
ardent  pnrsirit  of  a  public  duty,  has  hurled  him 
into  obarges  agunst  the  bank  w^ioh  he  will 
find  cannot  be  sustained.  Some  of  them  are 
imputationa,  only  beoaoae  the  power  to  comtmt 
them  exists,  and  others  are  tne  snggeations  of 
persons,  whose  interests  having  been  interfered 
with,  have  a  reckless  disregara  of  what  is  due 
to  the  oharaoters  of  honorable  men  in  a  respon- 
rible  public  tmst.  That  there  have  been  in- 
atanoea  of  abnae  and  impropriety  by  some  agents 
of  the  bank,  cannot  be  denied ;  ocoadonal  vio- 
lations of  the  charter,  in  its  letter  and  spirit, 
I  can  ahow  and  prove ;  habitual  eztonaons  of 
the  letter,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  charter, 
exist ;  but^  sir,  I  am  urged  by  candor,  as  well 
as  by  a  deaire  to  prevent  the  bank  from  using 
a  triumphant  vindication  of  itself  from  un- 
founded aoousations,  to  cause  popular  reaction 
in  its  favor,  to  declsAv  that  we  have  no  proof, 
nor  grounds  for  strong  suspicioD  that  the  affairs 
of  the  bank  have  been  corruptly  managed ;  or 
that  it  has  pursued  a  coarse  under  the  powers 
which  it  poeaessea^  inomidateut  with  what  per- 
sons in  tnde  consider  to  be  the  allowable  naages 
trade,  and  wUeh  wonld  be  oomnum  to  all 
ocvporationa  of  the  nme  kind  faaviog  dmilar 
powers ;  or  that  it  has  by  enurmona  gratuities 
ecmciliated  eminent  profeaeional  genuemen  to 
give  to  it  political  support ;  or  that  it  has  by 
KMUU,  in  any  unaccustomed  way  of  mnTring 
them,  and  without  proper  security,  bought 
auziliarira  or  snbaidizod  the  press.  Sir,  proies- 
nonal  honor  in  this  country,  and  that  of  such 
men  as  the  bank  employs  to  odvise  it,  is  above 
temptation.  Their  services  require  and  entitle 
them  to  liberal  compensation.  And  as  for  the 
press,  it  is  not  for  light  causes  in  this  country 
and  in  this  age  that  onr  confidence  in  its  purity 
should  be  impaired.  With  ditiforeot  d^frees  of 
ability  and  character  in  those  who  conduct  it, 
tlwy  are  sentinels  by  day,  and  by  night,  over 
the  iii){awingeonditi(HL(Nfmeii,n^png  wfab- 


lie  opinion  in  every  nation  to  an  increanngirtr 
against  all  abnsea  standing  in  the  way  of  repre- 
sentative and  free  Government  They  are  the 
first  to  hunt  down  the  faithless  of  tlieir  ovu 
corps,  and  relentieesly  npoee  each  of  them  as 
are  worthless,  or  only  suspected  of  being  so. 
In  this  ooont^,  all  bonneaa,  aa  weU  aa  uat 
the  Government,  la  oondneted  upon  liberal 
credit,  and  no  other  Idnd  nquiresfw  soooees  bo 
much  of  it  as  the  press.  Tea,  sir,  I  acquit  the 
bank  of  all  such  oharaes.  I  wish  I  could  do 
so  of  a  departure  from  uie  correct  principles  ot 
banking,  eepeciidly  in  the  last  year.  If  it  shall 
be  contmned  with  an  eye  alone  to  ^vidends,  it 
will  be  no  longer  an  eu^e  combining  great 
national  utility  with  a  liberal  profit  to  the  ^oek- 
holdera,  but  exclusively  the  latter.  Hyoppoa- 
tion,  therefore,  shall  not  be  founded  eiuierupos 
an  abase  or  non-user  of  the  charter:  th(ni^ 
sooh  an  inqniry  is  altogether  proper.  It  will  be 
gainst  the  system,  with  ita  present  organin- 
tion.  At  a  proper  time  I  will  expl^  my  ob- 
jections taHj  to  the  House.  To  its  officers  and 
directors,  I  have  not  nor  sliall  I  make  any 
odious  ezceptiw.  They  are  from  the  mass  d 
society  with  ourselves,  milst  have  characters  to 
obtain  their  places  eqnal  to  any  which  we  cany 
before  our  constituents  to  get  ours,  and  they 
have  the  same  inducements  to  preserve  their 
reputations  and  the  parity  of  oar  institations. 
They  will,  of  course,  from  long  employment  and 
connection  with  the  bank,  become  bisssed  iu  its 
favor,  and  so  much  so,  as  not  to  see  or  appre- 
hend the  hnrtfbl  reaulte  which  oAien  anticipate 
from  an  inatitntion  with  saoh  powen^  Qwt- 
pied  and  absorbed  in  their  dtttiee,  and  from  be- 
ing every  day  witnesses  of  the  relief  and  ai^ 
anoe  given  by  it  to  men  engaged  in  commerce, 
tiiey  may  become  indifferent  to  that  coarse  of 
thought  which  traces  out  the  influence  it  may 
have  upon  our  political  system,  and  to  the  no- 
equal  privileges  which  it  eujoys.  And  the  first 
is  no  small  evil,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
bank  has  now  five  hundred  agenta,  and  will 
have  a  thousand,  as  intelligent  as  any  men  in 
the  country  in  the  bouneaa  of  life,  knowiiig 
enoo^  of  the  peonniary  engagnoeota  thnr 
fellow-«itizena  to  give  than  infinoioe,  distrib- 
uted throaghont  our  mdst  populous  dues,  and 
thon^  separated,  who  may  act  with  ooneea- 
trated  energy  to  produce  the  same  imprenoDS 
in  moments  of  straog  p<diticBl  exmtemwit. 

"  t  see  meD>  Jo^paenti  are 
A  parcel  of  thdr  fortrnwa;  and  tUnp  oatmrd 
Do  draw  the  inward  qoality  after  them." 

But  I  feel  assured  that  each  men  as  it  will 
always  be  the  interest  of  the  bank  to  employ, 
cannot  be  made  the  instruments  of  any  cornipt 
violation  of  its  charter.  And  for  ita  fiur  deal- 
ing, the  nature  of  the  institnticm,  and  the  miil- 
tipUcation  of  its  agents,  are  a  secority.  Bat 
there  ia  no  guaranty  affunst  the  interferaice  of 
so  gigantic  a  moneyM  influeno&  made  m>(rf 
the  funds  of  the  Government,  and  those  of  iu- 
I  diridnalfl,  in  those  hot  party  oontentiooa  wMch 
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miiBt  occur  in  this  nation  even  more  frequently 
than  they  have  happened.  No  guaranty  to 
prevent  its  influence  upon  much  of  the  le^sla- 
tdon  of  Congress.  I  do  not  make  the  allnsion 
-with  any  intention  of  arraying  popular  feelings 
against  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  I  disclaim 
them  altogether.  Upon  such  a  question,  pre- 
jadioes  wm  be  tQO  mdefiniie  to  be  lasdng,  if 
any  honest  man  could  wish  them  to  be  so,  or 
that  they  might  have  any  bearing  upon  the  de- 
lusion of  the  question  by  tbifi  Honse  or  by  onr 
ooiutitnaits.  Beridea,  ur,  any  attempt  to  ex- 
cite them  will  be  a  most  unequal  war.  Those 
who  engage  in  it  here,  will  have  bat  a  short 
time  to  wage  it,  and  the  bank,  abundantly  able 
to  do  so,  will  carry  on  the  campaign  year  in 
and  year  out,  to  oounteract  all  false  impressions. 
And  let  us  not  in  this  controversy  fear  to  admit 
that  the  duly  conveniences  which  it  can  furly 
give  to  all  classes  of  persons^  and  which  are 
afforded  by  the  cireolatdon  of  its  notes,  will  out- 
weigh all  oppcMition  not  founded  upon  high  and 
correct  principles.  We  read  history  to  jnvfit 
by  its  examples,  and  onr  own  fiimiahea  a  warn- 
ing npon  the  point  strong  enough  to  jostify  any 
allusion  to  what  may  be  the  political  influence 
of  the  bank.  Is  there  a  gentleman  in  this  Honse 
who  will  deny  that  for  more  than  twelve  years 
after  the  first  bank  charter  was  grtmted,  it  was 
not  a  tremendons  agent  in  the  party  controver- 
sies of  that  period  t  The  bank  acted  as  a  party, 
throwing  all  its  weight  into  the  scale  of  feder- 
alism, by  excluding  from  its  offices,  and  its 
direction  everywhere,  every  candidate,  though 
orly  suspected  of  havhig  different  politics.  And 
Bo&rwas  this  oarriedi^HHi  one  memoraltle  oooa- 
noiif  when  the  nation  was  divided  into  hitter 
differences  of  opinion  npon  the  propriety  of 
ratifyiog  Ute  treaty  of  1794  with  England,  and 
when  the  father  of  his  country  hesitated  to  do 
so,  that  the  directors  of  that  bank  nnited  official- 
ly in  a  petition  to  influence  the  deliberations  of 
tiie  Senate.  I  cite  the  incident  without  mean- 
ing to  give  any  opinion  upon  the  controversies 
of  that  day,  or  upon  Mr.  Jay's  treaty,  bat  to 
make  the  warning  more  impressive,  as  a  recent 
attempt  has  been  made  by  a  respectable  and 
talented  oonvention  of  the  opposition  to  the 
Adminiflteation,  held  at  BaUimore,  to  make  the 
renewal  of  the  bank  diarter  a  party  qaestioa. 
The  abili^  of  this  insUtatdon  to  interfere  in 
public  concerns,  arises  from  its  large  capital, 
&om  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  by  which 
persons  who  have  Government  dues  to  pay  are 
forced  to  make  their  deposits  in  it,  and  to  eXA 
in  paying  them ;  from  the  use  it  has  of  the 
Government  deposits,  and  from  its  extended 
circulation,  making  an  aggregate  of  available 
means,  amounting  at  this  time  to  seventy-seven 
miUions  of  dollars ;  from  its  power  to  establish 
branches,  and  as  many  as  they  please  in  a  State, 
whether  the  locality  of  them  be  commercial  or 
not,  and  from  Its  being  permitted  to  lend  money 
at  longdates.  Idonotmeanthepoliticaleffecte 
fhnn  oormpt  influence  upon  persons,  but  ^e 
silent,  unseen,  sure  creatioa  d  a  fbnrtn  deport- 


ment in  our  Government  stronger  than  the 
other  three,  wielded  by  the  capitalists  of  the 
nation,  without  responsibility  to  the  people, 
and  which  will  become  as  much  a  part  of  the 
nonstitution,  as  if  it  had  been  in  the  ratified 
draught  of  it.  I  leave  the  subject^  however,  to 
the  reflection  of  gentiemen. 

The  direct  question  for  onr  determination 
now  is,  whetiier  an  inquiry  shall  be  allowed  into 
the  management  of  the  bank,  (its  advocate^ 
having  become  suddenly  convinced  that  it  was 
impmaent  to  oppose  it,)  with  a  limited  time 
for  investigation ;  and  whether  it  shall  be  con- 
sidered a  kind  of  pledge  or  intimation  to  tiie 
public  that  the  charter  will  be  renewed  at  this 
session  of  Congress. 

We  may  learn  a  lesson  to  guide  us  in  this 
matter,  from  the  cautious  course  of  Congress 
when  the  first  application  was  made  for  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  1791.  A  memorial 
for  that  purpose  was  preaented  to  this  House  in 
1808,  three  yean  before  the  time  fixed  for  tibe 
expiration  oi  the  idiartor.  Though  urged  with 
eamestiieaB,  and  with  talent  fblly  equal  to  any 
whi<^  now  advocates  the  immediate  renewal  w 
the  present  charter,  the  utmost  that  this  brancb 
of  Congress  woald  do,  was  to  refer  the  memo* 
rial  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House ;  -  ref- 
erence equivalent  to  a  refusal  to  consider  it 
during  th&t  session.  After  this  disposition  of 
it  here,  a  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Senate, 
and  there  the  application  was  thought  prema- 
ture, and  was  referred  to  the  distinguished 
gentJeman  (Mr.  Gallatin)  who  then  presided 
over  the  Treasury  Department,  with  instruo* 
tiona  to  make  a  report  upon  the  subject  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  Jn  elevoi  months 
after,  and  only  two  years  before  the  expiration 
of  the  charter,  the  Secretary  made  a  report^  and 
urged  the  renewal^  but  with  modincationsj 
which  were  sagacious  anticipations  of  the  kind 
and  extent  of  discontent  which  the  organization 
of  any  bank  without  them  would  occauon.  The 
report  also  stated,  with  positive  approbation, 
the  services  the  bank  had  rendered  to  the  Gov- 
ernment in  loans,  its  utility  in  collecting,  keep- 
ing, and  transmitting  the  revenue ;  and  it  con- 
tained a  stetement  of  its  condition,  much  ai^ 
deservedly  calculated  to  enlist  public  sentiment 
in  ite  support  For  it  had  more  specie  in  its 
vaults  than  it  had  notes  in  dreulatton,  with  a 
reserred  ftmd  arising  from  ondlvided  profits, 
of  more  than  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to 
meet  losses  which  might  occur.  What  a  con- 
trast to  tiie  condition  of  the  present  bank,  as  is 
exhibited  by  its  monthly  statements,  and  of  its 
relative  claims  to  a  renewal  of  the  charter. 
With  only  seven  millions  of  specie,  twenty-five 
millions  of  notes  in  circulation,  sixty-six  mil- 
lions of  discounts,  and  a  foreign  debt  of  sixteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  causing  not  only  its 
total  inability  to  relieve  the  impending  com- 
mercial embarrasanents,  but  probably  coeping 
it  to  inorease  them,  "bf  a  reduction  of  loana, 
unless  this  necessity  dull  be  obviated,  by  a  free 
use  o£  Gorermaent  d^odtg,  or  by  a  greater 
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rifle  in  the  valoe  of  oar  exports  than  can  be  an- 
tidpeted. 

Sat  Congreu  again  reftised  to  conrider 
dlrecUr  the  propoaal  to  renew  the  charts, 
notwiuutauding  the  report  And  earnest  recMD- 
mendaUim  of  wo  Secretarj,  tiiongh  urged  to  do 
■o  by  much  talent,  character,  and  experience, 
and  07  all  thoae  coiuideratlonB  connected  with 
that  eriius  in  oar  hiatoiy,  which  plainly  indi- 
«oated  that  the  Gtovemment  woald  need  the 
greatest  fiaoilitj  in  rusing  sapplies,  as  its  obli- 
gation to  muntain  onr  rights  and  honor  bj  war 
was  becoming  every  day  more  apparent  The 
supporters  of  the  baak,  too,  used  then  all 
those  expedients  and  persaasions  which  have 
been  recently  rei>eatea  here,  and  urged  their 
oaase  by  menaces  of  evil,  and  deploring  the  min 
which  woald  be  occasioned  by  the  refasal  of 
Oongress  to  act  dedriva^  upon  the  aabject. 
Nw  did  Congress  refuse  to  do  so,  as  many  snp- 
p<»e,  in  conseqaenoe  of  party  feeling,  or  from 
any  resentment  against  the  bank  for  its  long 
exduuve  political  complexicm;  nor  from  the 
preponderance  of  any  conatitnttonal  objection 
to  snch  an  institution.  Prominent  men  of  the 
then  trinmphant  party  were  advocates  for  the 
immediate  renewal  of  the  charter,  and  all  who 
interposed  the  constitutional  objection  were 
uniformly  left  in  lean  minorities.  And  it  was 
aa  well  known  then,  as  it  was  afterwards  in 
1816,  that  U>.  Uadison's  views  of  the  force  of 
precedent  upon  oonstitutional  points,  long  ao- 
qniesoed  in  by  dl  the  departments  the  Gov- 
ernment, womd  induce  him  to  dgn  a  Inll  for 
the  renewal  of  the  ohartw.  No,  tat.  Oongress 
put  off  the  subject,  because  substantial  differ- 
ences of  opini<m  existed,  as  they  now  do,  con- 
cerning the  powers  and  privil^es  which  should 
be  given  to  a  bank,  as  to  what  should  be  its 
or«uiization  in  connection  with  the  Qovemment 
and  the  States.  Bat,  above  all,  for  a  reason 
operating  upon  us  with  greater  force  than  it 
did  then,  and  which  we  cannot  upon  principle 
disreRard — that  the  ninth  Oongress,  not  being 
urged  to  act  by  any  positive  State  necessity, 
thought  it  would  be  wrong  to  do  so  upon  a 
SQljeot  more  prcmerb' belonging  to  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  tmth.  This  oomraradable  delicacy 
to  its  sacoessors  beoomea  more  worthy  of  our 
imitation,  as  it  gave  to  the  peo[de,  as  it  will 
now  do,  if  we  do  not  act  at  this  session  upon 
the  memoriidf  an  opportunity  to  choose  their 
rmresentatives  in  reference  to  the  opinions 
of  candidates  upon  this  great  national  question. 
The  only  safe  legislation  in  this  connti7  is  the 
reflection  of  public  sentiment,  after  a  full  oppor- 
tunity has  been  given  for  its  expression.  We 
have  then  a  safe  precedent  to  gaide  us  as  to  the 
proper  time  for  considering  the  question  of  a 
rmewal  of  the  bank  oharter.  Another  session 
of  this  Oongress,  an  entire  Oongress,  tbetwen^- 
third,  and  a  pwt  of  the  first  aeanon  oi  the 
twei)ty-fonrth  Oongreee,  will  intervene,  before 
the  oharter  will  enire. 

The  people  will  have  two  opportunities  to 
eq^ren  their  opinions  in  regard  to  the  bttok,  by 


the  eleoti<m  of  their  representatives,  before  any 
necessity  will  exist  for  the  agitation  here  of  the 

auestion  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  And 
le  popolar  branch  of  the  twra^-third  and 
twenty-foorth  Oongreases  win  be  wlargedbf 
the  additim  d  itilrtf  or  forty  nmnbcn  to  be 
made  by  the  ratio  of  rqwesoitstion  whidi  may 
be  fixed  under  the  last  census ;  in  fact,  bdng 
the  repreamtation  of  onr  increued  population 
in  ten  years  of  more  than  three  millions  of  per- 
sons, now  in  effect  not  represented  here  accord- 
ing to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution.  Does  not 
this  objection  outweigh  every  reason  which  has 
been  urged  in  favor  of  a  renewal  of  the'charter 
at  this  session  of  Oongress  t  With  it  atsring 
us  in  the  face,  can  we  act  with  propriety,  onlees 
forced  by  some  great  neoeenty  connected  with 
the  general  welfare  of  the  oountiy  t  It  is  not 
pretended  that  any  sooh  existB,  and  no  one 
public  reason  has  been  given  for  precipitating 
action  upon  the  subject.  It  vm,  indeed,  be 
very  advantageons  to  the  stockholders  in  the 
bank  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  the  charter  at  this 
time.  And  the  Government,  if  it  retains  its 
shares,  will  be  partakers  of  the  enhanced  value 
which  will  be  ^ven  to  the  stock  by  the  re- 
newal ;  or  the  l>auk  wilt  be  better  able  to  pur- 
chase and  to  dispose  of  it  to  advantage.  But  it  is 
not  the  small  profit  which  the  Oovenunent  wiS 
receive,  or  any  community  of  moneyed  interest 
between  it  and  individaala,  howew  large  it 
may  be,  tiiat  can  buy  away  the  impreamons  of 
the  people  of  this  oonntry  of  their  ri^t  folly  to 
canvass  every  measure  ot  great  natkmal  mo- 
ment, with  the  ^w  of  throwing  the  force  of 
their  wishes  and  opinions  into  the  scale  of  legis- 
lation. Without  any  very  smritive  appretien- 
sion  of  popular  displeasore,  or  any  desire  to 
excite  it  in  others,  I  must  declare,  ur,  that  to 
will  deserve  it,  if  the  right  of  oor  oonstitnoilB 
to  be  heard  upon  this  subject  shall  be  disre- 
garded by  us.  A  conscientious  responsibili^  to 
principle  will  prevent  me  from  beine  a  party 
to  any  such  usurpation  of  the  privileges  and 
expectations  of  the  people. 

As  we  are  not  urged  by  any  public  neoesat? 
to  aet  at  thia  Beatitm,  let  na  inquire  if  there  tie 
any  meritorious  oaose  connected  with  tiie  bank 
itself^  which  should  Induce  us  to  do  so.  *  It  is 
said  to  have  t>een  pmdentiy  and  skilfnlly 
managed,  and  to  be  at  this  time  in  the  sonnde^ 
condition :  to  t>e  entirety  adequate  to  muntun 
all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  made.  Its  con- 
dition, then,  does  not  expbun  the  cause  of  the 
memorial  having  l>een  presented  to  tiiis  House 
so  prematurely.  Does  any  tiling  lower  in  the 
fatnre,  to  prevent  the  bank  from  oontinntDg  its 
loans  to  the  fall  extent  of  the  proper  ctums  of 
its  customers,  unless  the  ability  to  do  so  tias 
been  impaired  by  fajndidoaa  management  t 

DoM  any  oanse  then  exist  at  present,  or 
which  ean  be  apprehended,  to  oblige  tiie  I»nk 
to  accommodate  its  burineaa  to  the  ultimste 
decision  of  Oongress  upon  the  qoestion  of  re- 
newal, in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce  grest 
losses  to  the  poblioi  or  even  nutwial  inoonreD' 
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ience  1  Will  a  renewal  of  the  charter  now  pat 
it  in  the  power  of  the  bank  to  lessen  the  com- 
mercial embarrasBmenta  which  are,  and  will  be 
for  a  year  to  come,  severely  felt  in  onr  principal 
seaports  ?  A  fiur  nse  of  its  ability  to  disconnt 
under  the  charter,  is  the  measnre  of  relief 
which  it  can  give,  and  this  cannot  be  extended 
by  renewal,  without  an  increase  of  its  capital, 
which  it  does  not  ask.  Are  the  friends  of  the 
liftnkJbiere,  or  elsewhere,  prepared  to  aaj  tiiat 
its  transaoUrais  of  the  last  year  hare  not  deprived 
it  of  an  powOT  to  relieve  the  distreeees  of  onr 
merohantii,  If  they  Bhall  not  tn  fiuit  aggravate 
them,  whether  the  charter  be  or  be  not  re- 
newed ?  In  one  word,  sir,  does  the  bank,  by 
asking  for  a  renewal  at  this  time,  propose  to  be 
of  more  service  to  the  public  than  it  can  be 
withont  it  ?  "Will  it  give  to  the  bank  increaised 
ability  to  be  useful?  No  such  intimation  is 
given  in  its  memorial ;  no  one  will  venture  to 
suggest  iL  The  conclusion  then  must  be,  that 
neither  the  wdfare  of  the  nation,  the  condition 
of  the  bank,  nor  any  anticipated  increased 
QtUlty,  ^ve  to  the  memorial  aoj  dum  to  onr 
consideration.  Why  then  is  it  urged  upon  us? 
The  time  is  politiculr  favorable ;  the  extraor- 
dinary pressnre  in  the  money  market  array 
aronnd  the  bank  all  who  have  been,  or  hope  to 
be,  relieved  by  it.  In  moments  of  pain,  men 
do  not  discriminate  very  aoonrately  into  the 
causes  which  produce  it,  or  hundreds  who  have 
signed  petitions  in  favor  of  the  bank  would 
have  detected  one  source  in  part  of  their 
safferings.  Nor  are  we  accurate  judges  of  the 
means  of  relief  for  our  infiroiities,  or  hundreds 
who  anticipate  the  aid  of  the  bank  woold  have 
seen,  from  its  annual  statement  that  it  was  not 
in  s  oondition  to  give  it.  But  besides  the  time 
and  the  pressnre  to  which  I  have  allnded,  as 
indnoing  this  early  appIioati(»):,  perhaps  the 
.strongest  indocements  for  it  are  the  nositive 
advantages  which  the  stodcholders  will  derive 
from  an  early  renewal  of  the  charter.  I  call 
the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  nature,  extent, 
and  consequences  of  those  advantages,  because 
they  form  an  insuperable  obstade  ag^nst  any 
action  upon  the  memorial  at  this  session  of  Oon- 
and  all  of  them  may  be  obviated  by  post- 
ponement, and  a  little  arrangement  herea^r. 

If  the  charter  shall  be  renewed  now,  the  bank 
will  have  a  certaia  existenoe  for  four  and 
twenty  years,  with  the  oertidnty  of  being  per- 
petuated. .Admitting  that  its  dividends  ahaU  be 
no  larger  than  they  have  been,  the  stock  will 
advance  to  fifty  per  cent,  above  the  original  cost 
of  a  share,  in  consequence  alone  of  the  time  for 
its  duration.  If  it  shall  divide  seven  per  cent, 
per  annum,  I  am  told  by  praottcal  men  who  are 
ready  to  make  the  investment  npon  the  contin- 
gency, that  a  purchase  at  fifty  per  cent  would 
be  a  profitable  speculation.  Bat  if  the  bank 
shall  divide  eight  per  cent,  which  it  is  probable 
it  will  do,  considering  the  credit  it  will  eigoy 
from  its  connection  with  the  Government,  the 
use  it  will  have  of  its  fnnda,  and  the  power  it 
has  over  all  State  banks,  and  that  a  divldoad 
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of  eight  per  cent,  will  not  be  equal  to  the 
average  annual  dividend  of  the  first  bank 
throughout  the  whole  of  its  term,  then  the  stock 
will  rise  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  above  the 
origiiial  cost,  because  a  pemianent  four  per 
omt.  Btook  is,  and  always  will  be,  worth  par, 
and  becanse,  after  the  payment  of  onr  national 
debt,  there  will  be  no  stock  besides  that  of  the 
bank,  of  such  general  cnrreooy  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  States,  none  which  will  be  an  object 
of  such  g^wntl  investment,  nor  any  so  high 
abroad.  The  confidence  Mt  in  the  stability  ct 
this  Government  by  the  capitalists  of  aU  nations, 
under  sach  an  arrangement  as  now  exists  to 
pay  the  dividends  at  certain  points  in  Europe^ 
must  produce  such  a  result.  If  it  cQuld  occur 
without  in  any  way  afibcting  the  interest  of 
others,  it  would  be  a  sufBoieut  reason  to  re- 
strain OS  from  renewing  the  charter  -at  this 
time.  Onr  legislation  should  never  be  used  to 
increase  the  fortunes  of  any  class  of  persons, 
and  to  alter  the  relations  which  men  hare  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view  to  each  other.  The 
accidents  <n  life,  and  superior  sagacity  of  8om& 
change  them  often  enongh  for  the  good  of 
society,  and  have  established  an  economy  which 
legislation  cannot  invade  without  produdng 
discord,  discontent,  and  inequality.  Ihe  objec- 
tion, tea  agdnst  renewing  the  charter  at  this 
t^e,  will  be  more  obvious,  when  we  reflect 
that  we  shall  legislate  If^gely  for  the  benefit  of 
foreign  stockholders,  lliey  now  own  more 
than  eight  millions  of  bank  stock.  The  renewal 
of  the  barter  will  increase  the  value  to  twelve 
the  moment  it  is  made.  In  less  than  three 
years,  certainly  before  the  present  charter  will 
expire,  it  will  be  worth  sixteen  millions.  SiTf 
let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  am  not  eject- 
ing to  foreigners  investing  capital  in  onr  insti- 
tations,  or  invoklDg  pr^ndices  agidnst  the 
bank,  becanse  they  have  so  large  an  interest  in 
it  This  is  not  the  time  to  ^scnss  that  point 
I  am  not  now  permitted  to  do  ,so.  But  I  do 
object,  npon  the  soundest  principles  of  policy, 
against  any  legislation  of  ours  which  does  not 
guard  against  the  consequenoe  of  giving  a 
aonble  vuue'to  the  investment  of  foreigners. 

Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that  the  increased 
value  which  I  hare  sfudtmust  be  given  to  the 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  the 
charter  shonld  be  renewed  at  this  time,  will  be 
an  unfair  advantage  In  favor  of  the  hcMdms  of 
it,  over  the  owners  of  stock  in  the  State  banks. 

The  sound  banking  capital  in  State  institu- 
tions, in  our  commercial  cities,  is  near  ninety 
millions  of  dollars.  The  accommodations  afford- 
ed by  it,  relatively,  against  those  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  are  as  six  to  one  at  least 
Its  importance,  therefore,  is,  or  ought  to  be,  of 
great  national  consideration,  and  protection 
from  iigury.  Why  then  should  we,  by  renew- 
ing the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  immediately  make  so  great  a  difference 
in  the  value  and  currency  of  those  respective 
stocks  ?  Foreigners  are  beginning  to  appreciate 
the  stability  (Mr  onr  State  banks,  lliey  have 
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already  made  inTestmeati  in  many  o?  them; 
the  desire  to  do  w  is  inoreaBlag  as  our  system 
of  govwnmrait  ia  better  nnoerstood  Abroad. 
Tbe  confederaQj  b  now  known  to  the  intelligent 
of  all  nations  to  be  made  np  of  distinct  jpoUtlcal 
oommnaitiea,  each  haTing  tlie  respcniwbility  of 
the  whole  for  its  oontraets  and  peconiary  engage- 
ments, guarantied  by  the  character  of  a  people 
equal  to  any  in  the  world,  and  by  all  that  ao- 
ooontability  whit^  the  laws  of  nations  exact. 
Just  then  at  the  moment  w^ien  tiie  stookholders 
in  our  State  banks  are  beginiUDg  to  re«p  some 
of  the  fVuits  of  sncoesBfol  maoagemenl^  we  are 
called  upon  to  give  an  exorbitant  and  sndden 
rise  to  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  nolted 
States,  w,hich  will  destroy  all  competition  be- 
tween them.   This  cimnot  be  right. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  also,  that,  if  we  will 
advert  to  the  history  (tf  the  bank^  ordinary 
pmdenoe  will  warn  ns  not  to  pnmie  a  omuse 
iDTolviDg  even  an  aimarent  pledce  to  otnuider 
the  renewal  oi  the  onarter  at  uis  aeaticm  <^ 
Congress. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  management  of 
it  for  the  two  first  years  of  its  existence  was 
unfortunate  for  the  country  and  the  stock- 
holders. Three  more  elapsed  before  it  suffi- 
cientiy  recovered  from  its  losses  to  be  exten- 
sively usefuL  Our  favorable  experience  of  its 
utility  must  be  collected  from  the  sucbeeding 
nine  years ;  for  the  last  and  tiie  tenth,  time  wiU 
detennine,  uid  that  not  very  disttnoUy,  if  it 
ahall  be  ttken  into  the  aoooniit  in  ftvor  fif  the 
bank.  Four  years  aS  its  charter  are  unexpired, 
and  yet,  with  snob  resolts,  and  with  a  fifth  of 
Us  existenee  remaning,  Ooogress  is  asked  to 
deprive  itsdf  of  all  the  advantages  of  future 
experience  growiD|r  out  of  its  transactions. 
Sir,  Congress  should  have  the  longest  possible 
time  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  utility  of  the 
bank,  and  to  know  how  far  its  entire  manage- 
ment shall  entitle  it  to  a  renewal  of  life ;  the 
longest  time  to  ascertiuu  its  bearing  upon  other 
interests  ana  to  mature  those  modifications 
which  the  changed  condition  of  our  country, 
aiidng  from  its  entire  fi«edom  from  debt,  will 
make  proper  and  neoeaaary,  whether  thia  bank 
■hall  be  rn^artered,  or  another  be  made  to  taka 
its  place,  with  all  andamore  than  its  ability  to 
be  usefm,  and  without  its  powers  to  do  hanu. 

The  raodificati<mB  of  the  charter  which  have 
been  already  proposed,  form  a  curious  and  im- 
portant sulject  of  inquiry,  and  interpose  strong 
ot(}ection8  against  any  renewal  before  they  have 
been  fUUy  considered.  It  would  not  be  in 
order  to  ai^e  them  at  this  time,  and  I  shall 
not  do  so.  But  it  is  allowable  to  advert  to 
tiiem  in  detail,  that  we  may  have  a  full  under- 
standing of  the  bearing  wuoh  they  have  upon 
the  main  question  of  redewaL  Some  petsciu, 
whose  experience  in  Government  and  banking 
gives  to  tlteir  opinions  great  weight,  declare 
that  it  is  unwise  for  the  Government  to  hold 
any  stock  in  the  bank.  And  the  Government 
did  not  own  any  shares  in  the  first  bank. 
Others  ol^eot  to  forugners  b«ng  permitted  to 


hold  any  stock  in  a  national  bank.  It  b 
thought  we  have  ci^ital  enough  at  home  for 
tbe  purpose,  and  that  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  such  investnunts  should  ba  w- 
onred  to  our  own  oitizena,  if  for  no  odier  end 
than  to  prevent  so  much  of  the  prodootive  ia- 
dnstry  of  the  nation  from  being  carried  abroad 
auDually,  to  pay  dindends  to  foreign  stock- 
holders. Mr.  Gallatia  oorreotiy  says,  sodi  id 
investment  by  foreigners  will  operate  as  s 
foreign  loan,  taking  from  the  conntiy  tbe  aunnd 
interest  upon  it.  And  to  thb  inoonvuuenoe  be 
yidded  so  far  as  to  suggest  a  modification  oS 
the  first  hank  when  it  ^^lied  for  a  rmewal  of 
its  charter,  proving  for  the  repayment  d  its 
Bto6k  held  by  foreigners  by  a  new  aubaoriptun 
to  the  same  amount,  in  favor  of  dtuBDS.  igui^ 
it  is  strongly  urged  by  many  that  the  States  a 
this  Unim  oonld  be  advantageooflfy  interated 
in  a  large  portion  <tf  the  o^iital  of  a  bank,  not- 
withstandmg  the  number  of  institatioBS  whidt 
they  have  chartered  \  that  such  an  arrangusoit 
mi^t  be  made  without  in  any  way  int«fedag 
with  the  fair  advaid^gea  of  our  State  banks. 
The  abstract  propoeiti<m  has  tbe  authority  of 
Kr.  Gallatin  to  sostain  it.  When  it  was  pro- 
posed to  increase  the  owital  of  the  first  bank 
m>m  ten  to  thirty  milUona,  he  proposed  that 
fifteen  milliona  should  be  sobsraibed  by  the 
States,  and  suggested  that  their  sabseriptioos 
^ould  be  pud  in  tea  annual  inrtahneiits.  And 
■uoh  was  us  regard  to  tbe  feelbg  which  the 
States  had  shown  upon  this  sol^eofc,  tiiat  he 
proposed  no  branoh  of  the  bank  should  be 
esteolished  in  any  of  tbem,  nnleas  apj^vd  ftv 
by  an  act  of  a  State  Layalature.  There  sie 
connected  with  the  aoggestiona  of  the  States 
being  interested  in  a  bank,  several  others  c( 
much  importance.  Fot  instanoe,  what  portioa 
in  the  direction  ci  a  national  bank  shmild  be 
given  to  tbe  States  ?  At  what  rate  oS  iata- 
est,  and  Uf  what  amount  loans  should  be  made 
to  the  States,  and  what  tax  they  should  be 
allowed  to  levy  upaa  the  capital  which  may  be 
assigned  to  the  hrandhea  eataUiahed  in  tlnml 
Thfiee,  and  other  questions  of  the  same  kiad, 
we  shall  have  to  duoaaa  and  detennine  wboi 
we  consider  the  memDiial  for  the  mewal  of 
the  charter.  For  one,  I  am  di^toaed  to  do  m 
more  deliberately  tium*  can  be  done  at  this 
session  of  Congress;  and  for  a  reason  apart 
from  their  intrinsic  importance,  which  is,  that 
the  National  Government  having  assumed  iirev- 
ocably  a  c<mcurrent  power  wiui  tiie  States  to 
eetoblish  banks,  it  is  proper  that  great  con- 
cessions should  be  made  to  the  interests  oi  tbe 
latter,  tiiat  their  power,  in  tiiis  rc«ard,  not 
be  entirely  absorbed  in  that  which  has  been 
assumed.  Other  mo^fioataona^  too,  of  great 
intwest,  have  been  suggested,  and  which  we 
have  not  time  enou^  at  thia  avmbm  <tf  Con- 
gress to  settie.  For  instanoe,  to  what  amount, 
and  for  what  olgeots,  and  at  what  rate  of  inter- 
est, the  Government  ah&ll  borrow  from  the 
bank ;  and  the  rate  of  interest  which  the  bank 
shall  pay  to  the  Govemnment  fw  ita  onrreot 
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deports.  I  perceive  in  the  bill  reported  for  a 
renewal  of  the  oharto-f  that  proruion  is  made 
for  the  payment  of  int^est  upon  deposits,  bat 
the  rate  is  left  in  blank.  I  will  not  argue  now 
what  it  should  be,  but  I  may  say,  without 
making  any  trespass  npon  the  privileges  of 
debate  od  the  motion  before  ns,  that  no  ques- 
tion of  national  interest  connected  with  the 
bank  is  so  important,  or  more  difficult  to  settle 
— ^requiring  more  knowledge  in  detail  of  what 
the  bosiness  of  the  bank  has  been  npon  de- 
posits. Ab  a  question  of  taxation,  or  to  lessen 
taxes,  it  is  of  incalonlable  impwtance,  from  the 
revenae  which  each  a  provision  may  be  made 
to  [O'odnee.  Sir,  this  matter  is  not  wdl  under- 
sfcood  by  ns,  beoaose  it  is  a  novel  thing  in  ^is 
oonntry  for  persons  to  receive  interest  npon  de- 
poMts  in  banks,  which  they  may  draw  for  when 
they  please.  But  it  is  beooming  known,  and 
will  be  practised  extennvely  in  a  few  years. 
Banks  are  now  offering  to  receive  and  pay  an 
interest  of  three  per  cent  npon  current  deposits. 
Until  the  great  change  shall  take  place  of  re- 
docing  our  revenue  from  imposts  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  which  all  agree  should  be 
done ;  until  it  is  known  what  onr  revenue  here- 
after is  to  be,  the  rate  of  interest  to  Im  paid  to 
the  Oovenmient  npmi  depodts  cannot  be  oor- 
reoUy  fixed,  as  it  mnst  be  determined,  in  great 
part,  by  the  amounts  wlddi  the  ba^  uu^  nom 
time  to  time  have  in  nse. 

It  is  much  questioned,  also,  if  the  privilege  to 
deal  in  foreign  exchange  should  be  continued  to 
the  bank.  It  belongs  to  the  community  upon 
principle,  and  the  monopoly  which  the  bank 
nas  of  it  at  this  time  is>miade  profitable  to  it,  at 
the  expense  of  all  whose  busmess  accumulates 
funds  abroad,  and  to  all  whose  debts  abroad 
require  payment  there,  when  they  have  not  pro- 
duce to  ship.  Now  the  price  of  exchange  is 
no  longo:  regulated  by  the  operations  of  trade, 
as  it  should  be,  bnt  by  the  power  of  the  bank 
to  make  it  riiw  or  lUl  at  its  pleasure.  The 
bank,  with  its  nniivalled  means  and  credit, 
needs  only  to  expand  or  contract  its  loans,  and 
foreign  exchange  most  rise  or  fall.  It  then  buys 
to  Bdl,  realian^  all  the  differences  caosed  by 
its  own  oontnvanoe.  Ton  have  given  the 
privily  to  it,  to  apply  this  power  when  it 
pleases  to  produce  such  effects,  and  it  may  be 
no  reproach  to  its  directors  to  nse  it,  as  it  is  all 
in  the  way  of  trade.  But  the  inconveniences 
and  losses  caused  to  others  from  the  bank 
ha^ng  the  privil^e,  at  least  demand  fVom  us 
an  inquiry  into  this  point,  that  we  mtqr  know 
if  It  be  ^  national  benefit,  or  exclusively  of 
bank  profit  It  is  an  extendve  nil^ect,  and 
-will  <me  day  or  other  be  folly  discussed  here, 
though  it  cannot  now  be  done.  • 

In  these  brief  notices  of  the  modifications 
which  have  been  suggested,  it  is  probable  some 
that  are  importuit  have  escaped  me ;  but,  sir, 
there  are  two  which  I  confidently  rely  npon 
t^e  good  sense  of  this  House  to  make  without 
he»tation.  I  mean  that  which  will  compel  the 
bank  to  reodve,  in  paymfuit  of  debts  one  to 


itself  ita  own  notes  wherever  made  payable, 
and  that  of  restrieting  it  from  putting  mto  cir- 
culation notes  of  less  than  twenty  dolUrs.  The 
first  it  may  do  withont  loss,  though  it  may 
lessen  profits.  Bnt  it  should  be  rensemberM 
that  the  profits  accruing  to  the  bank  by  its  not 
receiving  its  own  notes  in  payment  of  debts 
due  to  itself  are  indirect,  never  cmtemplated 
when  the  privily  was  given  to  it  to  issue  bills 
payable  at  its  branches,  and  only  to  be  made 
by  tiie  hank  cashing  itAown  notes  at  a  dis- 
count, or  receiving  them  in  payment  at  the  rate 
of  the  difibraioe  of  ezohaoge  betwera  the 
plaoea  where  a  debtor  of  the  rank  wiriies  to  pay 
them,  and  where  tlui  bills  whidi  he  has  may  be 
pf^able,  or  the  debtor  is  forced  to  incur  the 
expense  of  a  discount  with  the  bank  to  take  up 
its  demand  against  him,  though  he  has  its  bills 
in  hand,  or  a  sale  must  be  made  of  them  to 
brokers  at  a  loss  for  each  notes  as  the  bank  will 
receive  in  payment.  In  either  event,  it  is 
increaeing  the  sum  the  debtor  has  to  pay  to  his 
creditor.  The  contrary  practice  would  cause 
no  loss,  though  it  might  prevent  the  bank  from 
making  a  profit,  in  my  opinion,  altogether  at 
variance  with  the  liberal  spirit  in  which  a 
nataonal  bank  should  deal  with  the  publlo. 

In  relation  to  the  restriction  <tf  the  issue  of 
notes  <tf  small  denominaticms,  it  is  strong^ 
reofxmnended  1^  all  those  reasons  which  urge 
ns  to  make  efforts  to  increase  the  metallic  cur- 
rency of  this  country.  Until  this  be  done,  the 
laboring  classes  of  our  people  will  never  be  pat 
upon  an  equalify  in  regard  to  the  value  of  the 
wages  they  receive  for  their  services,  with  that 
value  which  is  paid  to  all  other  persons  carry- 
ing on  any  kind  of  business.  The  five  dollar 
notea  issned  by  the  bank  are  no  doubt  of  great 
public  convenience  in  the  present  state  of  our 
currency ;  bnt  they  are  pnncipally  so  to  travel- 
lers. Thej  are  (h  no  convenience  to  persons 
who  are  stationary ;  for  State  bank  notes  of 
similar  amount^  where  they  are  put  out  answer 
all  their  puiposea.  The  fint  are  not  to  be  found 
in  general  loronhUion.  The  State  banks  eoDeot 
and  hdd  them  as  q)eeie,  beoaose  they  are  pay- 
able everywhere,  and  they  are  an  nrtide  of 
traflSo  in  our  country  towns.  The  nse  of  them, 
then,  to  the  public  oonnsts  in  their  convenience 
to  travellers.  Now,  this  may  be  obviated  by  a 
substitution  of  gold  coin,  which  we  have  the 
abilitry  to  make  to  the  full  amount  of  all  such 
notes  in  circnlation.  It  is  only  necessary  for  us 
to  alter  our  present  false  statntor?  relative  value 
of  «^  and  silver,  to  a  correct  standard,  by 
which  the  indnoement  to  export  the  gold  now 
coined  at  onr  mint  will  no  longer  esat  It  is 
probable  that  this  will  be  done,  as  the  pro- 
prie^  of  it  is  beooming  ev^  day  more  obvious. 
But  It  cannot  be  done  at  this  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  yet,  being  intended,  its  connection 
with  the  currency  is  so  important,  that  it  forms 
a  strong  reason  for  ns  to  abstain  from  making 
any  inquiry  into  t^  affurs  of  the  bank,  which 
shall  be  considered  preparatory  to  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  at  this  Bwdim.  But  a  more  im- 
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portaat  modiflootlon  of  the  ofaarter,  and  ooe 
which  we  are  not  prepared  to  determine,  is 
that  which  propoees  to  limit  the  dividend  to 
Btockholden  to  a  certain  intereBt,  and  to  deter- 
mine what  Bhall  be  the  disposition  of  the 
excess.  It  will  be  supported  bj  great  antfaori- 
ty,  and  comee  recommended  by  praotiual  men 
In  moMX  ftfiUrL  some  of  whoaa  are'in  fovor 
of  reohartoring  the  bank.  Whether  it  abaU  be 
done  M  proMNed  in  the  manorial  tip<m  onr 
table  from  Boston.  Ifr  r  pajment  of  cmm  per 
cent,  nptm  the  cental  to  tne  Government,  and 
by  permitting  the  States  to  tu  so  much  of  the 
capital  as  may  be  asai^ed  to  the  branohee  one 
per  cent.,  or  by  limitmg  the  dividends  to  five 
per  cent,  and  paying  the  snrplna  into  the 
national  Treasary,  are  qaeetions  which  we  have 
no  right  to  determine,  antil  the  States  shall 
have  bad  an  opportonity  to  express  themselves 
upon  the  point,  and  after  it  has  been  thoroughly 
canvassed  by  the  pnblic.  Under  this  arrange- 
ment, the  bank  wonld  have  no  temptation  to 
use  extraordinary  means  to  extend  its  bnunesa, 
of  which  there  lias  been,  and  npon  good  grounds, 
mooh  complaint.  The  stock  womd  in  ordinary 
'  times  be  worth  a  premiam  of  ten  per  cent, 
and  those  who  hold  it  would  reap  a  oertidn 
interest  of  five ;  sdvantagea  enough,  and  beyond 
which  no  pmdent  le^lation  will  place  perma- 
nently the  cBpitaliste  in  any  nation.  This  and 
the  other  sogestions  for  a  modification  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank,  which  I  have  mentioned, 
and  several  others  which  I  abstain  from  bring- 
ing to  the  notice  of  the  Honse,  show  how  im- 
portant a  task  has  been  pnt  npon  as  by  the 
Introdoetion  of  the  memorial,  and  how  vain  it 
will  be  to  restrict  tibe  committee  whldi  may  he 
^>p(^(ed  to  inqirire  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
bank  to  any  time,  with  t^e  ^w  (tf  passing 
npon  the  midn  qnesHon  at  this  sesrion. 

A  more  interesting  reason,  however,  remuns 
to  be  given  for  the  ^tponement  of  this  subject 
to  a  distant  date,  we  are  now  upon  the  eve 
of  a  change  in  our  condition,  which  makes  this 
nation  the  envy  and  admiration  of  all  other 
nations.  In  one  year,  and  three  before  the 
charter  of  the  bank  will  expire,  the  public  debt 
will  be  pud.  To  effect  this  triumph  of  our 
system  of  Government,  and  Jubilee  for  our 
ooQutry,  it  is  proposed  to  dissolve  our  partner- 
ahip  with  the  bai^  by  the  sale  of  the  Govern- 
ment BharM,  and  this  can  he  done  advanta- 
geonsly.  Who  can  foresee  the  eflbcts  which 
will  be  produced  npon  om-  polity,  general  con- 
dition, and  trade,  by  this  naa<Hi^a  entire  freedom 
from  debt  f  It  reijuires,  at  onoe,  and  we  are  ^ 
this  time  engaged  yd.  making  arrangements  for 
the  reduction  of  more  than  half  of  our  revenue 
from  imposts— our  only  kind  of  taxaUon.  In 
whatever  way  it  may  be  done,  changes  in  the 
dircction'of  our  commerce,  quantities  and  kinds 
of  produce  imported  and  sent  abroad,  mnat 
follow.  Capital  wUl  seek  other  or  more  ex- 
tmded  channels  for  speci^ation  and  investment, 
and  the  principle  reguh^ng  consumpdon  will 
probably  act  with  an  energy  nevw  experienced 


in  any  commercial  nation,  and  of  which  ve 
cannot  have  an  idea,  imtil  the  effects  shall  be 
seen  and  felt  Its  influence  upon  f^coltnre, 
upon  the  staples  of  the  South  and  West,  and 
npon  the  manuftctures  of  the  North  and  East, 
must  all  be  now  leil  to  conjecture.  Plans  for 
public  improvement  and  the  enterprises  of 
private  companies  will  extend  the  field  and 
requirements  for  labor,  perh^  entirely  altering 
its  relatimia  of  value  and  employment  to  the 
Mriflting  state  <tf  things.  What  aagad<7  can 
foretell  the  changes  it  may  occasion  in  our 
general  policy,  ana  upon  that  particnlariy  eoo- 
nected  with  the  din>osition  of  our  vast  national 
territory  I  Upon  the  sale  of  that  portioii  of  it 
lying  within  the  limits  of  the  States ;  npon  ihb 
application  of  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from 
the  sales  of  our  land,  now  more  than  three 
millions  annually,  and  increarang  in  d^ance  «X 
all  certain  oalcula^ont  Already  we  have  a 
proporiti(m  ftom  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcscnry 
to  sdl  to  the  SUtes  the  natinial  domain  boated 
in  them.  It  is  ooontonanoed  exteudve^,  as 
t^e  best  manner  to  rid^oorselves  of  a  salgect  of 
great  national  disquietude.  The  States  desire  to 
possess  the  lands.  They  are  jealooa  of  tliat 
control  which  we  must  have  over  the  lands 
while  we  orattinne  to  own  them,  but  whidi  they 
think  interferes  with  their  sovereignty,  actnal 
interests,  and  prospective  welfare.  They  have 
some  reason  for  discontent,  as  the  payment  of 
the  price  of  the  lands  into  the  national  Tresspy 
exhausts  their  means.  This  evil  is  ansmenting, 
and  may  ere  long  cause  feelings  which  this 
Government  is  not  strong  enough  to  control, 
but  by  the  exercise  of  powers  whi<di  may  nuke 
it  too  strong.  The  Secretary's  proposal  is  and 
will  become  popular  in  evwy  part  of  the  coun- 
try. Something  of  the  kind  will  be  adqited  • 
in  a  year  or  two,  and  the  organization  of  s 
national  bank  shotud  and  can  be  made  to  hare 
some  reference  to  this  point,  by  which  the 
States  may,  more  oonvenientiy,  and  without  the 
pressure  of  extraordinary  taxation,  make  the 
purchase.  The  twenty-six  millions  of  dis- 
counts «^oyed  in  the  West,  at  this  time,  by  the 
indulgence  of  the  bank,  and  its  five  mlUiona  U 
currency  in  bank  checks,  are  worthlees  accom- 
modations, compared  with  the  results  wlueb  a 
due  r«^patd  to  the  snlgeot  mi^  produce  to  the 
Western  States.  It  will  not  be  as  the  bank 
loans  now  are,  money  accumulating  upon  the 
use  of  credit,  with  all  the  contingencies  attend- 
ing bnrinees  done  in  that  manner — the  mere 
increase  of  coital ;  bat  a  national  bank,  prop- 
erly organized,  may  be  made  to  those  States 
the  means  of  independence,  of  sovereignty  over 
all  the  lands  in  their  borders,  of  tiie  preventioa 
of  oppresrive  taxation,  of  an  increase  of  pq*"!^ 
tioD  and  power. 

WnmiSDAT,  Ibrch  li. 
Ami      the  United  Statm—htqviirf  A* 

The  Honse  nsomed  the  vmauiisttiimdLVx, 
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OuTTOs*B  resolntiai,  vi&  the  amendment 
offered  thereto. 

Mr.  HcBBABD  Biud-  there  had  heen  a  ^soos- 
sion  of  abotit  two  weeks  apon  the  oilj^al  reso- 
lation.  Nov  the  gentleman  from  G^rvia,  (Mr. 
Watrk,)  from  lutode  laland,  (Mr.  Bdboks,) 
and  from  Massachosette,  (Mr.  Adahs,)  had  pro- 
poead  amendmenta,  all  of  whidi  womd  proba- 
bly lead  to  ftirther  diBoossion.  He  woold  sab- 
nut  to  the  Hoose  whether  other  business  of  im- 
portance did  not  reqnire  its  action.  He  moved 
the  previous  question. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  moved,  and  carried ; 
and  after  the  call  of  the  House  had  prooeeded, 

Mr.  Boov  moved  to  fluq»end  tbe  calL 

Mr.  MoDuTTiB  said  the  question  was  decisive 
fin-  tiie  bauk,  and  all  its  consequencee.  He 
hoped  there  would  be  a  Aill  Souse  when  it 
was  taken.  The  subject  for  the  last  week  or 
two  had  been  discussed  entirely  upon  one  side. 
Though  he  had  felt  called  on  to  answer  several 
ai^^uments  advanced  on  the  merits  of  the  bank 
that  had  been  ni^ed,  he  had  abstained  altogetiier 
from  entering  into  the  debate.  He  wanted  a 
report  on  the  sulfjeot  ^  he  did  not  care  how  ex- 
tensive the  investigation  was,  if  it  left  time  to 
act  on  the  matter  here ;  he  never  cotdd  vote 
for  the  inquiry  without  a  limitation  of  time  as 
omtonplated  by  the  amendmant  of  the  gentle- 
man mm  MasaaohuaettB,  (Ur*  Aoucs.)  * 

Mr.  Tatub  said  if  the  gentleman  uluded  to 
him,  he  fislt  bound  to  ei^  that  he  had  not  dis- 
cussed the  merits  of  the  bank  at  all;  he  had 
only  endeavored  to  show  the  neoeen^  of  an 
inq  uiry  into  its  affairs. 

Mr.  BoQir  withdrew  his  motlm  to  suspend 
the  call 

The  absentees  were  called  over,  and  excuses 
made ;  eight  members  were  absent,  for  whom 
no  excuses  were  offered. 

Mr.  Lton  moved  to  suspend  the  calL 

Mr.  WioKum  was  as  anxious  to  put  an  md 
to  the  disoassion  as  the  gentlenuu  from  New 
Hampahire,  (Mr.  HuBnami^  but  he  wished  the 
qaesami  to  1m  taken  in  the  usual  manner.  He 
would  vote  to  suroend  the  call  if  the  previous 
qaestum  was  wimdrawn,  <rtherwise  he  should 
vote  a«iinBt  it 

Mr.  WnjjAHs  wished  for  a  full  eipreseion  of 
the  sentiments  of  the  House  on  the  question. 
A  precipitate  decision,  in  the  absenoe  m  mem- 
bers, he  thought,  was  improper. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kenta<^,  sud  he  believ^ 
most  of  tiie  absentees  who  were  able  to  be 
present  were  at  the  door  wuting  for  admit- 
tance ;  if  the  call-  ww  suspended,  and  the  door 
(^eneo,  the  Bnise  would  be  as  fbli  as  it  had 

Mx.  Hubbabd,  in  rqdy  to  the  appeal  made  to 
him  to  withdraw  the  previous  qne8ti<Hi«  stid  he 
thoT^t  quite  time  enough  had  been  spent  in 
the  debate.  He  could  not  consent  to  open  tiie 
door  to  another  three  weeks'  debate. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  doubted  whetiier  the 
ffentlemaQ  would  find  his  ottJeot  (stopping  the 
debate)  answered  by  the  eonrse  taken.  The 


CH.  or  K. 

E rioted  resolution  provided  that  the  committee 
B  chosen  ballot. 

The  SnucKS  said  he  was  informed  by  the 
Olerk  tiiat  it  was  so  printed  hf  the  mlstue  tjt 

the  printer. 

The  Olerk  read  the  original  resolnliott  oflbred 
by  Mr.  Olattok. 

Mr.  Adams.  Suppose  the  reeolntion  is  adopt- 
ed in-that  shape,  the  qnestion  arises  as  to  the 
number  of  tiie  committee,  which  may  be  de- 
bated for  six  weeks.  The  gentieman  from 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Watns,)  who  h^  addressed  the 
House  greatiy  to  his  satisCaction,  said  he  did 
not  debate  the  merits  of  the  bank.  Sir,  if  a 
qnestion  Is  swiously  made  as  to  the  number  of 
the  oommittee,  the  merits  of  every  thing  will  be 
vpea  to  debirte.  The  gaitlemaa  frmn  Hew 
Hampshire  rUr.  Hcbbaxd)  will  not  accomplish 
the  end  in  view  by  moving  the  previous  queB> 
tion,  when  other  points  on  the  resolution  are 
open  to  debate.  He  (Mr.  A.)  had  given  nottee 
of  the  amendment  he  proposed  in  anticipation 
of  this  motion.  The  reason  of  his  amendment 
was,  that  the  orifpn^  resolution,  inhis  opinion, 
transomded  the  powers  of  the  House. 

The  Spkaesb  said  the  qnestion  before  the 
House  was  the  snspoLsion  of  the  call ;  the  pre- 
yiotis  question  was  not  a  subjeot  debate. 

Mr.  Adams  said,  showing  uie  original  resolu- 
tion to  be  an  impnqier  one  afforded  averygood 
reason  against  Buqiending  the  oalL  Thermcdu- 
tion  was  improper,  because,  when  an  inqninto- 
rial  prooeemng  is  instituted,  care  should  be 
taken  not  to  transcend  the  powers  of  the  Honse. 

The  Spbaxsb  repeated  it  was  not  in  order  to 
debate  the  resolution  on  a  motaou  to  sniqwnd 
the  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Adams  sud  he  was  not  debating  the 
resolution;  he  was  only  stating  the 'grounds 
why  the  call  should  not  bo  suspended.  In 
settiing  a  question  of  so  much  national  impor- 
tance, which  involved  not  only  the  rights  of  this 
corporation,  bat  tiie  power  of  the  Honse  itseU^ 
there  should  be  a  Am  attendance  of  the  mem* 
bers.  The  amendmwt  he  should  propose  was 
founded  on  the  idea  that  the  oriranal  r«eolution 
transcended  the  power  of  the  Housd.  He  did 
not  wish  any  member  placed  in  a  humiliating 
situation  b^ore  the  House,  but  he  hoped  the 
call  would' not  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Root  said  he  hoped  the  call  would  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  for  the  previons 

aoestion  be  seconded,  that  the  debate  before 
38  House  might  proceed.  He  had  been  at- 
tacked by  two  of  his  colleagues  in  a  manner 
that  required  him  to  repd  or  explain,  or  both ; 
which  he  was  anions  to  do.  He  supposed  it 
woold  not  be  proper  for  him  to  go  mto  the 
matter  at  this  ttme. 
The  Bfuxeb  said  it  woold  not 
iir.  Root  could  not  vote  in  a  manner  that 
would  deny  himself  that  privily. 

Mr.  Enatm  would  remark  that  the  previons 
question  was  a  motion  odious  at  all  times ;  its 
only  proper  inteipotition  is  when  the  friends 
ot  a  measure  thuk  the  oi^tHuats  have  pro- 
Digitized  by  Goo* 
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tracted  the  debate  beyond  reucmable  limits. 
It  was  apparent  this  was  not  tbe  case  here. 
The  friends  of  the  bank  had  hardly  entered  into 
the  debate.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Hubbabd)  would  consent 
to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  HuBBASDi^itwaadiiiehiiiuelf  to  state, 
that  before  the  Motlemaa  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Wathb)  addnaau  the  Hooaa,  he  had  aUmnpted 
to  get  ue  floOT  fyr  the  porpose  of  moring  the 
vrmons  araeatioo.  He  had  determined  to  em- 
DraoethenrstopportanityfortliatpnipoBe.  The 
important  basineas  whieb  pressed  itself  <n  the 
attention  of  the  Honse  forbade  him  to  withdraw 
it,  eepeeiatly  after  the  annunciation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Ur.  Root.) 

Mr.  Jsmnn  sud  if  the  previous  qnestion  waa 
snatained,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Heani  would  have  no  opportunity  of 
TindicaUng  himself  and  otiier  persons  impli- 
e^«d.  He  could  not  TOte  to  d^uive  th«n  of 
that  right 

Mr.  OsAiG  roee  to  Inquire  whether  this  gen- 
eral debate  waa  in  order. 

Hie  8nun  aald  it  waa  In  raider  to  disonas 
tlie  propriety  of  raspending  the  call,  bat  not  the 

previons  question. 

Mr.  Ltov  withdrew  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  call,  in  order,  he  aidd,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
debate.  It  was  imwiediately  roiewed  by 
another  member. 

Mr.  Beabdsut  said  the  qnestion  before  the 
House  was  the  snnwunm  of  the  call,  which  is 
opposed,  because  uie  prerioua  question,  which 
followB,  will  prevent  toe  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  MoDvmx)  from  addresdng  the 
House.  That  gentleman  certainly  does  not  wish 
to  address  the  Hoase  against  the  ori^nal  reao- 
IntioD.  When  it  was  prwosed  to  se^  it  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  mid  Means,  that  gendeman 
stated  that  the  inquiry  should  be  gone  into  fully 
and  completely.  He  presumed  be  did  not  wi^ 
now  to  couige  his  ground.  The  object  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts was  principally  to  ^pend  a  limitation  of 
time  to  tbis  resolution.  He  would  inquire 
whether  that  limitation  could  not  be  equally 
well  effiaoted  by  instructions,  independent  of  the 
resolution.  He  should  not  support  the  previous 
question  from  any  wish  to  prevent  tbejinua- 
non  proposed  hy  his  ccdleasne,  (Ur.  ISSbi^ 
but  tue  time  had  arrived  when  otiier  objeofll 
leqnired  the  attention  of  the  House.  T 

iir.  Boon  said,  as  the  question  was  about  to 
be  taken  od  suspending  the  call,  he  would  state 
that,  of  the  eignt  members  who  were  absent, 
without  excuse,  two  were  sick  in  bed,  and  five 
or  Biz  were  in  attendance  at -the  door. 

The  qnestion  on  suspending  tiie  call  was  car- 
ried. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  waa  then 
tried,  and  was  not  seconded  by  a  m^ority  of 
the  House ;  the  yeas  being  80,  tiie  nays  100. 

Mr.  Adahs  said  he  would  now  move  hi^ 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentltf^ 
man,  (Mr.  Waths.)  j 


Mr.  SuTBKBtAKB  wished  to  meet  the  amaid- 
nients  separately. 

Mr.  AoAiia  then  withdrew  hia  motkm. 

Ur.  Ou-T  moved  «  call  of  tfaoHmne;  vhieh 
was  lost. 

The  qnestion  was  taken  on  Mr.  ytxraA 
amendment,  and  lost— yeas  26,  naya  IM. 

Mr.  AnAjn  then  moved  bia  amendnwtto 
the  original  resolntion,  aa  fbllows : 

To  strike  oat  after  the  word  "appointed"  (be 
remunder  of  the  resolation,  and  to  insert  "to  Is- 
qiect  the  books,  and  to  examine  fbt  proceediBgi 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  report  tbenSen, 
and  to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  its  tfawter 
have  been  violated  or  not ;  diattbe  said  CMBinhtn 
have  leave  to  meet  In  the  dty  of  PhUad^t^  ud 
■hall  make  their  filial  report  thereon,  on  or  befon 
the  fourteenth  day  of  April  next;  that  they  htT« 
power  to  send  for  peraonsand  papen^  andtoempk^ 
the  requi^te  cleivs;  the  expenses  of  whidi  abaO 
be  audited  and  allowed  bj  ue  Committee  of  Ao- 
counts,  and  pdd  out  of  na  emtlngait  Aud  of  diii 
House." 

Mr  AzMuu^  aaendmoit  was  adopted  by  the 
fidlowingvoto: 

Taaa.— Keasra.  Adanu,  Adair,  0.  Allan,  AI&oii, 
Appleton,  Annstronf^  Arnold,  Adiley,  Babcoek, 
Banks,  K.  Bartwr,  John  8.  BariMW,  fisrrioger, 
Barstov,  L  0.  Bates,  Brandi,  Briggs,  BaQivd, 
Burd,  Cahoon,  Choate,  CoDier,  Lewis  Condict, 
Sitas  Coodit,  Eleatberos  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke, 
Cooper,  Corwin,  CoultOT,  Craig,  Crase,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Daniel,  John  Daris,  Deaibom,  Denny, 
Dewart,  Dickson,  Doddridge,  Drayton,  Duiican,  G. 
Evans,  J.  Evans,  E.  Everett,  H.  Everett,  Ford,  GH- 
more,  Grennell,  Belater,  Hodges,  Horn,  Eowurd, 
Bughea,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ibrie,  Irvin,  Jenifer, 
Eeodan,  Henry  King,  Letcher,  lfu«h«U,  Haxwdl, 
R.  McCoy,  McDnffle,  McKay,  HcKennan,  Hercer, 
iniUgan,  Muhtenbeiv,  Newton,  Pearce,  Fendletoi, 
ntcher,  Potts,  J.  Reed,  Root,  SasBeli,  Wbl  & 
Shepard,  A  H.  Shepperd,  fflade,  Smith,  Sootbard, 
Bpeniie,  BUnbeny,  Stewart,  Stom,  Satberiand, 
Tftjlor,  P.  Thomas,  Tomfdons,  Tracy,  Vanoe,  Tei- 
pluiok,  Vinton,  Wuhington,  Wstmongh,  mkm, 
E.  Whittlesey,  F.  Whittlesey,  E.  D.  Wm»,  Wkk- 
Uffe,  Wilde,  Williams,  Toong— 106. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Alexander,  B.  AUmb,  Andetsoa, 
Angfll,  BamweD,  James  B^es,  Bearddey,  Bell, 
Bergen,  Bethuoe,  James  Bbdr,  John  BUir,  Boon, 
Bouck,  Boukiin,  J.  Brodhead,  J.  C.  Brod&ead, 
Cambreleng,  Cur,  Carson,  Chandler,  Cfainn,  Cbi- 
|bpme,  Claj,  ClaTton,  Coke,  Conner,  Davenport, 
l^van,  Doableday,  Felder,  Htuerald,  Foster, 
^■her,  Gordon,  OrifBn,  T.  H.  Hall,  W.  HaH, 
dKnons,  Harper,  Hawee,  Hawkins,  Hoflban, 
dernn,  Holland,  Hubbard,  Isacks,  Jarria,  Jewctt, 
Rj  M.  Johnson,  Gave  Johnson,  C.  C.  Johnstoo,  Ei- 
vanagh,  Kennon,  A  King,  J.  Ein^,  Lamar,  Lan- 
sing, Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewia^  Lyon,  Ibnn, 
Mardis,  Mason,  McCartr,  W.  McCoy,  Mclntire,  T. 
R.  Mitchell,  Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  Pierwo, 
Polk,  £.  C.  Beed,  Rencher,  BoaM,  Soole,  Speight, 
Standifer,  Stephens,  F.  Thomaa,  W.  llunipiOD, 
J.  Thomson,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  Weeks, 
Wheelej^.  P.  White,  WonUngton— 92. 

y^^AjpAJM  moved  the  onnmittee  otnsist  of 
MvtiUi— "nlopted. 


Bmi  tffOm  Utdtti  Btatm—Infmrg  mA>  Hm  Ctrnduet, 
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Tbe  House  tiun  (at  tA^t  o'clock)  ac^onnisd. 


ICofiDJLT,  Ibvoh  19. 

Biihop  Flaget — ^^smtsnon  (ff  Dtttua. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benedict  Joseph 
Flaget  was  Trad  a  third  time. 

[The  bill  authorized  the  remission  of  the  dn- 
ties  on  certun  paintings  and  charch  fbmttare, 
presented  hj  the  king  of  the  French  to  the 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Bwuatown,  Eentackr.] 

Mr.  HooAH,  of  New  York,  regretted  that  he 
fait  it  his  dnfy  to  oppoaethepasBageof  thebill, 
although  it  was  for  the  boirat  oi  the  inhablt- 
antfl  of  a  State  where  he  had  many  personal 
fiiends.  What  was  the  otiject  of  the  bill  ?  Waa 
it  intended  to  secure  any  public  benefit  f  Did 
it  address  Itself  either  to  the  jnstioe,  the  equity, 
or  the  policy  of  the  House  ?  Did  our  constitu- 
tion recognize  any  connection  between  church 
and  State  ?  If  the  bill  had  been  in  a  general 
form,  ext^ding  the  like  benefit  to  all  ohurohes 
similarly  situated,  it  would  have  been  better 
entitled  to  consideration;  but  what  was  its 
olyecti  To  remit  the  dntiea  on  certain  paint- 
ings presented  to  a  particular  ohnroh.  a  was 
bnt  two  d^B  since  that  the  House  was  very 
near  reftaring  Its  aaae&t  to  remit  the  doty  on 
80  neeftil  an  article  as  railroad  iron,  tiion^  tiiat 
duty  was  required  neither  for  prot«ction  nor 
revenue.  This  bill  proposed  to  promote  no  na- 
tional interest — it  addressed  itself  to  the  mere 
Ubenility  of  the  House,  and  asked  Congress  to 
pay  back  from  the  Treasury  a  sum  of  money 
which  had  legitimately  come  into  it.  The  table 
of  the  House  already  groaned  with  the  loads  of 
petitions  on  subjects  pretending  some  lawful 
claim  to  its  regard ;  but  iiS  the  House  proceeded 
to  ratify  mere  applications  to  its  liberality,  the 
table  would  not  only  groan,  bnt  would  be  soon 
broken  down  with  the  mass  of  such  applioar 
tionfl. 

Ifr.  WioEUFFB  regretted  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  York  (Kr.  Hoqajit)  had  not  selected  some 
other  of  the  nnmerous  bills  which  had  been, 
and  were  now  upon  the  calendar,  to  press  the 
consideration  of  those  general  principles  to 
which  he  had  invited  the  attention  of  the  House. 
The  duty  of  defending  the  principle  involved  in 
thiB  bill  had,  however,  by  the  opposition  of  the 
gentleman,  been  devolved  upon  him,  and  he 
wonld  detain  the  House  but  a  very  short  time 
in  its  discharge.  About  four  years  since  he  had 
presented  the  application  of  the  worthy  indi- 
■ridnal  whom  tiie  bill  proposed  to  relieve.  That 
application  had  alwa^  met  with  the  &vor  of 
iho  ChKmnittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the 
bill  had  two  or  three  times  passed  this  House 
without  oltJeotion,  but  was  never  acted  upon 
in  the  Senate,  for  want  of  time.  The  question 
was  again  before  us,  approved  by  the  united 
voice  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill. 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  House  will  pardon  me,  said 
Mr.  W.,  while  I  trespass  long  enoiwh  upon 
their  time  to  do  Justice  to  a  worthy  man, 


Blshap  riaget,  for  whose  i^lief  this  bill  Is  de- 
sigvea;  he  is  my  constituent  and  friend.  He 
is  a  man  who  has  devoted  s  life  of  near  seventy 
years  in  dispensing  acts  of  benevolence  and 
the  christian  charities.  He  was  once  a  resident 
of  this  District,  having  under  his  ohai^  the 
valuable  coll^  of  G^rgetown,  where  his  la- 
bors in  the  cause  of  science,  morality,  and  reli- 
gion, will  long  be  remembered  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

His  destiny,  or  the  orders  of  the  chnrch  to 
which  he  belongs,  {daoed  him  at  the  head  of 
the  Oatholio  ohuroh  in  Bairdstown,  where,  in 
Uie  exerdse  of  the  dntiee  of  bishop  and  phiun- 
thropist  in  his  diocese,  he  has  endeared  himself 
to  uie  community  whose  society  he  adorns. 
This  is  not  alj,  sir.  With  his  own  means,  aided 
by  the  liberal  contribution  of  the  members  of 
his  own  church,  and  of  individuals  belon^ng 
to  other  denominations,  he  has  built  up  a  col- 
lege, which  is  both  the  pride  and  ornament  of 
the  littie  village  in  which  it  is  situated.  In  this 
college  are  taught  all  tiiose  branches  of  useful 
knowledge  and  of  science,  which  qut^ify  man 
for  the  duties  of  life  and  its  rational  enjoyments. 
This  collie,  without  the  aid  of  governmental 
endowment,  brought  into  existooee  and  sus- 
tained by  individual  enterprise,  will  lose  noth- 
ing in  oomparisoD  with  any  college  in  the  Union. 
Sir^  I  believe  it  the  best  west  of  the  mountains. 
In  it  are  annually  instructed  about  two  hun- 
dred of  the  youth  of  our  country  upon  terms 
moderate.  And  we  have  in  its  discipline  a  per- 
fect guaranty  for  the  preservation  of  the  morals 
of  our  young  men.  Its  ^rtals  are  opened  to 
all  denominations.  Beligious  bigotry  does  not 
extend  its  nnh&llowed  inflnencea  over  tiie  con^ 
sciences  of  the  professors  or  their  pupils.  The 
benevolence  of  its  foimder  and  its  conductors  is 
felt  in  all  ranks  of  society.  The  orphan  and 
the  destitute  find  ready  access  to  the  benefits 
of  this  institution ;  and  when  there  is  an  in- 
ability to  pay  the  moderate  charges  of  board 
and  instruction,  none  are  made.  I  will  say 
nothing,  nr,  of  the  immense  amount  of  money 
expended  on  the  buildings  of  this  college. 

Ckmnected  with  institution  is  the  cathe- 
dral and  church,  the  residence  of  Bishop  Flaget. 
The  expenditures  incident  to  such  an  establish- 
ment as  tiie  two  I  have  named,  have  been  more 
than  equal  to  the  private  means  and  oontribn- 
tions  devot^  to  the  purposes  of  the  institution, 
and  its  founder  has  Mt,  and  still  feels,  the  con- 
sequent embarrassments.  These  embarrass- 
ments have  been  in  some  measure  reeved  by 
oonsiderable  donations  of  drardi  fomiture  and 
college  apparatus,  from  persons  in  Italy  and 
France,  ^^^gys  upon  such  articles  have 
been  reai^^^^^mtoTe  by  the  liberality  of 
OoDgreraBHBBjHes  upon  which  duties  have 
been  pud,  an^r^h  the  bill  contemplates  to 
refiina,  connst  of  paintings  and  o&er  arades  of 
church  furniture,  presented  some  years  since  by 
the  then  Duke  of  Orleans,  now  King  of  the 
Fnacbiy  to  the  Bishop  of  B^rdstown.  He 
oonld  not  ref^  to  aceept  the  oflteing ;  by  ao- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


H.OVR.] 

oepting,  however,  4>e  had  to  paj  the  duties, 
which  your  revenae  laws  impose  upon  arUcles 
imported  from  abroad.  These  articles  wonld 
not  have  been  purchased  and  imported.  They 
have  not  been  brooght  into  the  ooontry  as 
merchaodiae,  do  not  enter  into  the  oonsomp- 
lion  of  th«  coontiT,  and  Uier«for«  do  not,  I 
hnml^  omceiTe,  Qdl  within  the  principle  or 
■piilt  of  your  rcTenne  qrsteni.  They  are  aped- 
mena  of  art  and  taste  dedgned  as  ornaments 
to  a  house  of  public  worship. 

I  trust,  Kr.  ^>eaker,  that  the  circumstance 
that  this  wpllcauon  Is  in  behalf  of  a  Catholic 
bishop  will  not  prejudice  the  mind  of  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House.  I  am  sore  it  does  not  the 
honorable  member  from  New  York.  I  would 
extend  this  relief  to  any  church  or  public  insti- 
tution, and  to  none  sooner  than  the  Catholic. 
I  lire  among  them.  They  are,  like  other  de- 
Dmunatiinis,  honest  in  their  religiouB  opiniona, 
content  to  worship  in  the  mode  ttwir  education 
and  hatdta  tan^t  than  to  bdiera  to  be  right, 
and  wtiioh  their  judgments  approve.  They  are 
honest,  industrious,  and  patriotic  citizens,  de- 
voted to  tiie  free  institntions  of  the  country. 
I  mean  not  to  say  they  are  more  so  than  other 
denominations :  certainly  they  are  not  less 
patriotic  and  liberal  in  their  opinions  and  prac- 
tioes  than  others  of  my  constituents.  I  nope 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  withdraw 
his  opposition  to  this  bill ;  the  amount  involved 
ta  small,  bat  it  is  to  the  very  worthy  man, 
Bishop  FlueL  at  this  time  of  much  consequeooe. 
At  least,  I  shall  look  with  ocmfidence  for  the 
judgment  of  this  Honae  in  fitvor  of  tha  pasaute 
ofthebOL 

Ur.  Vbbplavok  said  that  this  bill  had  beeo 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  W«ys  and  Means. 
He  should  not  attempt  to  add  any  thing  to  what 
had  been  so  well  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Eentacky,  as  to  the  character  and  claims  of 
Bishop  Flaget,  but  would  merely  state  the  gen- 
eral principle  which  had  governed  the  commit* 
tee  in  repOTting  the  bill — a  principle  which  had 
been  settled  afwr  full  diecussioo,  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  that  House. 
The  duties  had  not  been  remitted  on  all  impor- 
tations made  for  the  use  of  churches  or  liberal* 
insdtntiims,  hot  the  principle  adopted  by  the 
Oovenimant  was,  tliat  it  ooc^t  not  to  tax  the 
donations  of  learned  or  phraa  men  abroad  to 
institutions  of  rdig^  or  liten^ue  in  this 
oonntcy.  That  principle  bacLflrsC^een  settied 
in  reference  to  books  and  apparatus  presented 
to  one  of  oar  ooUeRes,  There  were  ten  or 
twelve  laws  of  this  character  upon  our  statute 
book,  and  there  were  four  or  five  bills  of  a  simi- 
lar description  at  present  reumjtedto  this  House 
and  the  other.  The  priacB^H|^ud  to  him 
a  sound  one ;  we  ought  i^^l^PRmP^  tndU 
of  philanthropy  and  proob  of^odwill.  Enough, 
and  more  than  enough,  has  been  done  to  check 
tiiis  species  of  frienmy  intercourse,  and  all  those 
acts  of  kindneaa  between  differoit  natitma  which 
were  cdonlated  to  oanse  men  to  remember  ttwt 
they  all  fimned  parts  of  one  great  iamil^.  A 


[Arra^  18S2. 

common  religion,  however,  and  a  oommou  in- 
terest in  the  cultivatitm  of  soienoe,  bound  to- 
gether large  masses  of  men  on  botii  sides  of  tiie 
Atlantic,  and  it  was  not  gracious  to  tax  the  do- 
nations wbioh  our  breuren  abroad  nof^  be 
disposed  to  make  to  the  inatitationa  of  tba  aev 
wwkL 

Kr.  HosAH  replied  that  the  e]qdanati(mwliidi 
had  bem  riveo  was  so  |ierfeotiy  aatiaboton^  to 
him,  that  ne  would,  with  pleasure,  witiidiav 
his  ol;}ection8  to  the  bilL 

Tbelnll  was  passed  without  fluiher  oppon- 
tim. 


IbHDaT,  A^  S. 

3%e  JAvIM  Jbmsrw^CMMMertsm  ami  Sb- 

verjf, 

Ur.  GniLToir  Aluk  persaited  a  raeoHrial, 
which,  he  stated,  waa  mpied  by  a  wy  lirge 
nombor  of  the  idtiaeiia  of  Eentm^  of  dl  psi^ 
ties,  pntying  OoDgcesB  to  make  an  ^ro^iatf<Hi 
for  the  purpose  <HO(donidDg  the  fl«a  people  of 
color. 

A  nmilar  memorial  was  presented  by  ICr. 
ToMTKiMB,  of  Kentucky.  Both  meuKvials  were 
roTerred. 

Mr.  Kkbosb  presented  a  memorial  from  sun- 
dry subjects  of  Great  Britain,  residing  in  Eng- 
land, praying  Congress  to  ^d  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  as  an  effectoil  means  of 
ultimately  suppreenng  Uie  African  Blave  trade, 
Ao. 

Ur.  U.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  nftrred 
to  the  Select  C(Hnmittee  appcdiited  on  the  cd* 
onisation  sul^ect ;  and,  wiuumt  Xtt&ag  read,  it 
was  aooordingly  ordered  to  be  so  referred. 

Ur.  Polk  soon  aftor,  having  inquired  into  the 
nature  and  source  of  tiie  memorial,  moved  a 
reconsideration  of  the  question  on  its  reference. 
At  the  time  of  its  IntrMuotion,  he  sud,  he  had 
very  iodistinctiy  heard  the  nabire  of  it  staled, 
or  he  shoidd  have  objected  to  it  then ;  be  had 
nnce,  however,  learned,  on  inquiry,  that  it  was 
a  memorial  ugned  by  Britiah  sabjeots  resident 
in  Creat  Britain,  praying  for  the  abohtion  of 
slavery,  and  recommending  an  wprwrtation  by 
the  United  States  Congress  to  ttie  CMonizatidii 
Society,  fw  the  better  attainment  of  tiie  olyeet 
of  that  society  in  the  oolwizMaon  of  etdored 
people  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhoeL 
Ur.  P.  proceeded  to  c<Hnment  on  the  aiDgnlsr 
character  of  the  petition,  coming,  as  it  did,  from 
for^gners  resident  in  a  for^gn  country,  and 
relating  to  matters  with  which  those  who  ag&ed 
it  could  not  posubly  have  any  concern.  He  diA 
not  attribute  any  impropriety  of  conduct  to  the 
gentleman  who  presented  it  to  the  Honae— Uie 
well-known  character  of  the  member  from  Vir- 
ginia shielded  him  from  the  poesibili^  <^  any 
imputation  of  improper  motives  in  snbmitting 
this  memwial ;  he  had  no  doubt  that  gentleman 
had  acted  with  an  honest  conviction  of  its  pro- 
priety and  ntility,  but  he  (Ur.  P.)  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  his  viewa  of  the  salye<* 
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differed  materially  from  those  entertained  hj 
bim.  He  considered  that  foreigners  had  noth- 
ing whatever  to  do  in  reject  to  any  measnres 
irhich  might  be  adoptea  in  referenoe  to  this 
great  qnestaon :  their  interference  in  it  in  the 
dightest  degree  was  uncalled  for  and  imperti- 
nent. The  sabjeot  itself  was  one  of  the  great- 
est difficnlty  and  delicacy — the  agitation  of  that 
qaestion,  evesi  by  those  who  were  moat  deeply 
iotenrted  in  its  a^nstment^  was  a  matter  wfaiui 
reqidrad  the  utoiost  oantion :  the  Hooae  were 
sompnlons  fxf  aotiiig<m  it,  even  npon  the  memo- 
rials ot  American  citizens,  presented  then  by 
their  own  representatiTee ;  now  mnch  more 
deliberately  onght  they  then  to  consider  it  npon 
this  application  of  foreigners?  "When  the 
memorial  was  presented  by  the  centleman 
from  Virginia,  he  (Mr.  F.)  repeated  that  the 
customary  snmmory  of  its  contents  and  purport 
was  80  indistinctly  made  as  not  to  be  heard  by 
him.  He  abonld,  therefore,  move  areoMrfder- 
ation  of  the  referenoe  given  to  it. 

Mr.  MsBciB  had  distinctly  stated  at  Qie  time 
he  presented  this  memorial,  that  it  came  from 
British  Bol^eots  rerideot  in  England.  It  was 
teown  to  many  gentlemen  who  heud  him,  that 
the  Colonization  Society  had  an  agent  abroad 
engaged  in  solidting  peonniary  aid  towards  its 
resonroes.  The  memorial  was  respeotfol  in  its 
tenor,  nor  was  it  justly  chargeable  with  an  im- 
pertinent interference  in  onr  afikirs.  It  did  not 
pretend  to  suggest  any  measnres  whioh  onght 
to  be  pursued;  it  merely  petitioned  the  Qov- 
emment  to  aid  in  the  general  design  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery ;  and,  as  a  means  of  doing 
so,  that  it  would  countenance  the  designs  of  the 
Ool<mization  Society.  The  memorialists  were 
members  of  that  society.   The  do<itrine  of  the 

gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Pole)  was  to 
im  perfect^  aawtA.  Was  it  to  be  mslntained, 
that,  beeaoBeAeoonstitiitionBeeared  to  Ameri- 
can rttizens  tiie  right  of  petitiradng  that  ^nse, 
it  tiierefore  debanvd  aU  foreigners  from  dnng 
so  i  Had  not  memorials  been  frequently  pre- 
sented by  foreigners,  and  respectfully  reo^red  t 
One  of  the  most  zealous  reports  he  had  ever 
read,  was  that  made  in  the  Senate  on  the  me- 
morial of  a  Mr.  Sarohet.  The  memorial  bad 
been  presented  to  this  House  through  the 
Speaker,  but  Mr.  M.  did  not  approve  of  its 
tenor,  because  it  was  in  tixe  nature  of  an  appeal 
from  one  branch  of  this  Government  to  another. 
But  be  would  ask  the  gentteman  from  Tennes- 
see, if  a  foreigner  had  reo^ved  gross  injustice 
in  noaae  not  readied  tvthe  oonrts,  whether  ho 
-was  to  be  prohibited  from  petitioning  that 
Hooae,  and,  if  he  ml^t  do  so  when  resicung  in 
this  country,  would  the  circumstance  of  his 
redding  abroad  make  any  difference  ?  He  con- 
dderea  tiie  presenting  ol  a  memorial  to  this 
Oovemment  an  act  of  uie  highest  respect  which 
a  foreigner  oonld  pay  to  it.  The  slave  trade 
had  been  pronounced  piracy :  the  British  Qov- 
emment  had  so  declared  it,  at  our  instance : 
and  sorely  all  foreigners,  andeveiybody  else,  had 
*  oninterest  in  the  putting  down  of  piraQT.  There 
VouXL-41 
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was  in  the  memorialareferenoetothesnbjectof 
slavery ;  but  no  other  referenoe  to  it,  than  snc^ 
as  had  been  contained  in  every  memorid  fttmi 
the  Colonization  Society.  The  memorialists  did 
not  pretend  to  discuss  the  morality  of  slavery, 
or  the  propriety  of  its  abolition  by  tlie  laws  of 
the  United  States ;  they  merely  expressed,  in 
respectfdl  language,  their  belief  thi^  the  plan 
of  colonization  was  (wlculated  to  effect  the  event- 
nal  destmotion  ot  slavery ;  nor  oonld  imagina- 
tion devise  any  other  mode  of  aocompltdung 
an  oljeot  so  dniraUe.  Mr.  31.  had  not  sooght 
to  oonoed  the  nature  of  the  monoriaL  There 
was  nothing  in  it  which  needed  concealment. 
He  had  not  pretended  that  it  was  from  .Ameri- 
oan  citizens,  but  had  distinoUy  announced  tiiat 
it  came  from  British  sobjecta.  But  that  aU 
doubt  ought  be  removed  respecting  its  object, 
or  its  language,  he  desired  that  the  memorial 
should  be  read  at  the  Olerk's  table.  If  it  should 
then  appear  that  the  paper  contdned  any  thing 
improper,  Mr.  M.  was  willing  that  it  should  be 
laid  on  the  table,  or  withdrawn  from  the  House. 
His  object  in  offering  it  had  been  to  do  good. 
If  the  memorid  was  likdy  to  do  evil,  he  was 
willing  to  withdraw  it 

Mr.  Dbatton  stated  his  nasona  more  at 
length  why  a  p^r  like  this  should  not  be  read 
in  the  Honse.  He  was  as  strongly  opposed  to 
the  slave  trade  as  any  philanthropist  who  bad 
ever  poured  ont  orisons  for  the  destmotion  of 
dl  engaged  in  it,  in  Europe,  Africa,  or  America. 
He  thought  no  punishment  that  oonld  be  de- 
vised was  too  great  to  be  inflicted  on  the  man 
who  had  endeavored  to  purchase  pleasnre 
through  the  instmmentality  of  that  heUidi 
traffic  In  all  the  mdedictions  which  had  been 
heaped  npon  the  trade,  he  most  heartily  con- 
cnrred.  But  when  he  reflected  on  the  dtoation 
of  a  la^  porlim  of  this  Union,  where  daveiy 
had  become  an  inherent  part  in  tiie  system  n 
things,  whwe  itcoold  be  no  more  eradicated,  by 
any  eflbrta  of  lepslation,  than  the  rays  of  light 
oonld  be  separated  from  the  snn,  or  than  the 
swamps  of  the  South  could  be  converted  into 
the  forests  and  prairies  of  the  West,  he  put  it  to 
eentiemen  to  say  whether  it  was  proper  to  intro- 
duce and  agitate  such  a  snMect  m  that  House. 
The  discussion  of  it  never  fuled  to  excite  much 
feeling,  and  often  led  to  harsh  and  angry  debate. 
The  subject  was  environed  with  difficulties,  and 
Congress  had  repeatedly  disclaimed  all  right  to 
touch  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  memorid 
would  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  LncBBB  add  It  was  to  be  regretted  that 
a  suMect  that  sort  dioold  have  been  Intro- 
duced into  the  House.  He  meant  no  disrespect 
towards  tiie  gentieman  from  Vir^i^  when  be 
sdd  it  was  hisi^vn  o^nlon  that  the  paper 
should  not  bave*^n  brought  into  the  House. 
The  gentieman,  perceiving  the  effect  it  pro- 
duced, had  ezpre^ed  a  desire  to  take  it  back ; 
he  considered  that  desire  as  honorable  to  the 
gentieman,  and  thought  that  it  onght  to  be 
complied  with.  Mr.  L.  had  no  objections  to 
hear  ai^  numorid  addresaed  to  the  Honse; 
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bat  it  was  not  the  ordinsrj  ooorae  to  hare  me- 
moriak  read ;  and  this  one  was  on  a  ddioate 
tat^ecL  and  bad  been  introdoeed  without  cod- 
ridentum.  Frma  what  quarter  had  it  oome  t 
from  the  inhal^aata  of  a  forrign  country, 
whcdlj  oncoimeeted  with  ^is  GoTemment ;  and 
was  that  House  abont  to  take  JnrisdlotiMi  of  it  t 
Be  dionght  not ;  and  he  believed  that  every 
geDtleman  who  reflected  ooollj  on  the  subject 
would  agree  with  him  that  the  desire  of  the 
oenUemaii  from  Ylrainia  ought  to  be  granted. 
None  would  go  farther  than  ue  in  giving  a  Just 
enoooragement  and  support  to  the  designs  of 
the  Aznerican  Colonization  Society ;  but  a  pa- 
per like  this,  instead  of  bdng  calool^ed  to  pro- 
mote those  designs,  operated  in  a  manner  di- 
rectly tbe  reTerae,  and  tended  to  excite  the 
strongest  prf)}ndioe  against  thun.  The  memo- 
rial could  M  prodncuVe  of  no  good  feelini^  aad 
he  tuqied  it  would  be  withdrawn. 

Ur.  iNonaoix  should  Tote  against  the  read- 
ing of  this  p^ter,  because,  as  matters  now  stood, 
the  House  was  not  called  to  act  npcm  it  The 
gentleman  who  had  introduced  Uila  petition 
wished  to  withdraw  it,  and  courtesy  required 
that  the  same  iudnlgeooe  should  be  extended 
to  that  geptlemaa  which  was  shown  to  all 
others  making  a  like  request.  The  subject  was 
not,  in  reality,  before  the  House  for  ita  action ; 
and  why  should  the  paper  he  read  I  He  ad- 
mitted to  the  gentleman  £r<Hn  Bhode  Island, 
that  foreigners  ought  to  be  permitted  to  onne 
to  the  Houae  by  petttioo,  whenever  tiiey  ^ 
rired,  on  tiiei^  own  behalf;  privUegea  whii^  the 
HoDse  alone  could  grant.  But  u  was  maid- 
festly  most  improper  that  they  should  attempt, 
by  memorial,  to  interfere  with  the  policy  oT 
this  country,  domestic  or  foreign.  The  memo- 
rial contained  a  suggestion  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  dispodng  of  our  surplus  revenue.  What 
would  be  tbon^t  in  the  British  Parliament,  if 
an  American  petition  should  be  introduoed 
there  in  behau  of  the  starving,  potatoe-fed 
population  of  Ireland  t  or  sugsesting  oouaidera- 
tiona  in  favor  <^  the  reform  ma  1 

Ur.  DioKBON  sdd  he  was  asked  to  vote  upon 
Qt»  question  d  reading,  with  a  direct  reference 
to  a  subsequent  motion  to  withdraw  the  memo- 
liaL  He  was  not  prepared  to  act  on  such  a 
motiw  without  first  hearins  the  memorial  read. 
He  eould  not  act  In  the  dark,  nor  vote  in  refer- 
ence to  a  sutfjeot  that  he  knew  nothing  about 
He  trusted  that  no  r^nresentative  on  that  floor 
would  think  of  voting  on  any  question,  until 
he  had  some  knowled^  of  the  uots  involved 
in  it  To  do  so,  would  be  higUy  uDdignified 
in  the  representative  d  a  free  and  Intdligent 
people,  and,  In  his  own  oaae^  he  would  ai^, 
highly  improper. 

If,  as  had  been  said,  the  paper  contained  ar- 
guments unfit  to  be  addressed  by  foreigners  to 
uiat  House — if  it  appealed  to  this  Govmunent 
proposing  any  actim  with  a  view  to  tite  aboli- 
tion of  suvery,  whatever  mi|^t  be  his  c^inion 
on  the  general  sul^lect  he  should  obeerfnl^ 
oonaent  to  its  being  withdrawn,  oa  intumei- 


dling  with  a  question  whieh  belonged  exclnnre- 
ly  to  ourselves.  Other  gentiemen,  however,  in- 
Bisted  that  the  paper  oont^ed  nothing  im- 
pn^Mr,  and  that  the  impertinence  oho^eid  was 
a  mere  matter  of  isfnaioe.  Between  tbosa 
oppodte  rroreientationa,  oould  he  be  e^ectfed 
to  act  witnoBt  knowing  what  tbe  puerdid 
contain  t  He  conceived  not,  ai^  tJuxeiorc^  ha 
should  vote  for  the  reading. 

Kr.  Pattoh,  of  Yirainia,  s^d  that  it  wis 
much  to  be  regretted  Uiat  all  subjects  whidi 
came  before  that  House  could  not  be  discussed 
witiiout  produtdng  excitement ;  but  so  long  as 
deliberative  bodies  wwe  oompoeed  of  mem,  and 
so  long  as  all  men  were  not  philoeopheia,  thoe 
were  some  topics  which  always  must  and  would 
produce  excitement,  and  unhj^pily  it  wss  too 
often  the  case  that  the  excitoueut,  connected 
with  tbe  sul^ects  thanselTeSr  waa  anravated 
by  oasperating  and  eren  inaoltiag  uunage 
enqdoyea  by  uuiae  who  wweogaged  mus 
discussion.  Fw  hImaeU;  he  had  been  wilHng 
that  the  preaent  subiect  should  pass  idloitly, 
quietly,  aiid  seoretiy  nom  tbe  Hotue,  as  it  had 
entered  it  He  was  glad,  very  ^ad,  to  witness 
the  sentiment  expressed  in  all  parts  en  the  House 
that  it  was  improper  such  a  paper  stunid  have 
been  introduced  tLere.  He  was  ^ad  that  the 
sentiment  seMued  to  be  so  univmal,  that  the 
gentieman  flrom  Virginia  (Ur.  Uxboxb)  had,  in 
thia  matter,  fallen  into  an  indiaatfion  whidi 
should  be  remedied  by  letting  the  House  ^  rid 

the  pajwr  in  the  shcvtest  mode  uaoticaUej 
so  aa  in  same  degree  to  atone  tot  the  oriffoal 
error  of  its  introdaetion.  Bnt  it  aeemed  that 
some  eNitiemen  were  not  disposed  to  permit 
this.  They  innsted  on  hearing  the  memorial 
read.  Why?  To  what  endl  A  rulettf  the 
Houae  required,  that  a  member,  when  intro- 
ducing a  petition  or  mconorial,  should  snoeoncdy 
state  to  the  House  itageneral  character,  and  the 
oUect  prayed  fta.  Li  tlie  present  case,  this 
rule  had  been  complied  witb^  but  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  statooiaat  oi  bis  oc^ei^ue  had 
been  heard  by  ten  members  in  the  Honse. 

The  general  character  of  the  petition  had, 
however,  since  been  stated  in  the  discussioiH 
and  Ur.  P.  inquired  whether  there  wasdte 
gentieman  on  that  floor  who  would  a^  that 
such  a  pi^MT,  upon  such  a  sulyeot,  coming  tcon 
such  a  source,  was  a  proper  olgeet  for  the  ac- 
tion of  that  House.  Why,  then,  should  it  be 
read  t  Would  not  gentlemen  oil  have  rejected 
it,  had  tb^  known  its  fiBOtnToal  He  trusted 
in  God  there  wm  not  ten  men  within  thoss 
walls  who  would  have  consented  to  recMve  it 
Why,  then,  should  it  be  read  at  the  aok's 
table  ?  Ur.  P.  aud  he  should  not  have  riaen 
but  for  a  sentiment  which  had  £allen  tnm  at 
least  one  gentieman,  that  the  (^position  of  gen- 
tlemen from  the  Bonth  arose  from  their  boag 
tietid  to  hear  the  puer  read.  Afraidl  W 
whatt  OfwhomI  Aftaid  to  read  this  misBC^ 
able  invocation  to  nnivenal  eman^Mtion,  ad- 
dressed to  that  Bourn  by  sotneots  (rf  Great 
Britain,  when  tii«y  beard,  Item      to  diy,  and 
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he  trnsted  without  fear,  the  ravings  of  inoen- 
diarj  fanatioe  from  a  part  of  oar  own  oonntry  I 
Afirsd,  when  the  sabjeot  of  abolition  liad  been 
agiteted  with  open  doors  in  the  State  Legisla- 
t^rea,  and  was  ddly  disoossed  in  the  presses  of 
the  Soath !  Afraid  to  listen  to  a  miserable 
effusion  cuT  this  sortl  No.  Bat  what  thejr 
were  aft^d  to  do  was,  to  give  any  sanction,  to 
affix  any  res^tahility,  to  an  insolent  interfer- 
ence, by  foreigners,  in  the  aff&irs  of  a  portion 
of  the  States  of  this  Union,  who  would  not  even 
Boi&r  the  General  Government  itaelf  to  kgidate 
in  reforenee  to  them — an  interfBrenoe  with  the 
anhjeot^  re^eotiDg  which  more  than  one  memo- 
rial coming  from  our  own  dtixei^  had  been 
{ndigpantly  thrown  out  of  that  HoDse.  He 
rep^ed  such  a  tannt  npon  the  Hoose  with  the 
Bcom  it  merited.  Southern  gentlemen  were 
not  afraid  to  hear  the  miserable  paper  read. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Hsbosb)  announce  his  intention  to 
let  the  memorial  be  seen  by  all  the  people  of 
the  TTtuted  States,  He  was  especially  ^ad  that 
tbe  people  of  Virginia,  and  tnat  the  oonstita- 
ents  of  the  gentleman  himself  wonld  have  an 
opportmiity  of  knowing  what  it  was  that  that 
gentleman  had  seen  fit  to  throw  into  that  arma 
as  a  brand  to  khidle  up  tiie  flamea  of  discord 
In  that  Honse.  In  saying  this,  he  meant  noth- 
ing disrespeotfol  to  the  honorable  gentleman. 
It  might  luive  beeit,  he  hoped  it  was,  he  heliered 
it  was,  a  misconception  of  the  true  nature  of 
that  paper,  and  a  momentary  forgetfhlness  of 
the  impropriety  of  the  step,  which  had  occa- 
sioned the  genueman  to  introduce  it  Bat  stUI, 
if  the  thing  was  in  itself  a  firebrand,  snre  to 
light  up  the  flames  of  ^scord,  it  was  proper 
that  the  people  should  Imow  it 

Mr.  Baiooa,  of  Massachosetta,  said  he  bad 
run  bia  eye  over  the  memorial,  and  he  b<dieved 
tiiat  when  it  ahonld  be  laid  befbre  the  publio, 
the  people  wonld  be  msOy  anrpiised  at  tiie 
debate  to  which  It  h«l  given  birth.  He  was 
Mtisfied  that  there  had  been  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  those  who  offered  the  memorial  to  touch 
npon  that  very  delicate  anbjeot  which  was  so 
apt  to  produce  excitement  in  that  House.  Re- 
garding, however,  tiiat  sul>]eot  as  one  which 
l>elonged  exclosively,  by  the  oonstitntion  and 
laws  of  the  country,  to  that  portion  of  the  Union 
where  t^e  colored  popnlatitm  was  chiefly  found, 
he  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be 
avoided  as  a  fndtftil  source  of  excited  feeling. 

It  was  true  that  hia  constituents  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  suocesa  of  the  eolonizatbn  oanse, 
bat  the  people  of  the  Korfh,  bo  lir  as  he  had 
had  an  opportunity  to  know  them,  had  no  idea 
of  interfenog,  in  tne  moat  remote  d^ree,  with 
that  species  of  property  which  was  held  by 
their  Southern  brethren.  Hey  never  had  done 
it,  and  never  woidd  do  It  They  had  no  wish, 
no  thought  of  shaking  the  security  of  slave 
property  at  the  South,  or  intermeddling  with  it 
in  tiie  remotest  manner.  Knowing  tma  as  he 
did,  gentlemen  might  readily  conceive,  that 
when  he  heard  hia  oonstitnents  lepeKteoly  ao- 


cused  of  a  desire  to  disturb  the  slave  qoestion, 
lie  felt  tbat  they  were  anjustly  accused.  Ko ;  let 
him  tell  geotiemen  of  the  South,  that  if  the 
stability  of  this  Union  was  never  to  1}edtstarbed 
till  the  people  of  the  North  attempted  to  invade 
the  security  of  the  tenure  by  which  those  gen- 
tlemen controlled  slave  labor,  the  Union  wonld 
last  while  time  endured.  If  the  fair  fabric  of 
onr  social  institations  was  never  to  be  shfiken 
till  the  people  of  the  Northern  States  over- 
leaped the  bounda  of  the  oonatituticHi  to  meddle 
wivi  tbe  proper^  of  their  Sonthem  bnttoen, 
those  inBdtations  would  stand  tiU  time  had 
cmmbled  the  soHd  oohmma  that  •orroonded  tliat 
Hall,  and  laid  them  prostrate  in  the  dust. 

The  question  of  reconsideration  was  than  pot, 
and  carried;  and  Mr.  HncnB  withdrew  the 
memorial  from  the  House. 

The  following  is  the  memorial  presented  by 
Mr.  MaaoKB,  whioh  gave  rise  to  the  above  de- 
bate: 

Gnnrciana,  (Eholihd,)  Jatnutry  SK,  1882. 

To  the  honorable  House  of  Broreaentttives  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  ute  uaderslgiied, 
members  and  friends  of  tlte  Amerlcaa  OoloBiatlon 
Society,  resident  la  Great  Briton,  respectftiUy  pn^ 
sent  the  following  address: 

Deeply  impressed  with  sentiments  of  abhorrence 
of  the  evils  of  the  slave  trade  and  slavery,  we  resort 
to  your  lionorable  House  as  to  a  refnee  for  the  op- 
pressed, nnder  tlie  aanotionof  aeonsoUngbustthat 
clronmstanoes  are,  at  this  criris,  highly  &voral)le 
for  effecting  a  benefldal  change  In  the  condition  of 
the  colored  population  of  tbeUidt^Sftates;  %ndiD 
the  full  iMlief  that  70U,  as  conservators  of  libertyi 
will  lend  every  posaible  idd  to  the  sacred  cauw. 

We  feel  attached  by  langoage,  lineage,  and  teli- 
{^on,  to  our  American  brethren,  and  we  sincerely 
r^oice  in  the  growing  prosperity  of  their  t>ebTed 
eoootty ;  bat  we  fear  that  that  prosperity  may,  at 
no  very  dlatant  period,  be  expoaed  to  danger, 
ahoold  not  the  system  o«  slavery  which  prevails  In 
several  of  the  Sutes  be  materiaUy  eonected,  If  not 
wholly  eradicated 

It  appears  to  iia  as  an  incontrovertible  fact,  that 
a  mixed  population  of  whites  and  blacks  cannot,  in 
the  nature  of  tUngs,  cordially  onit^  nor  experienoe 
those  reciprocal,  social  blesdngs  wlucbeUher  of  tiw 
classes  might,  if  separate,  eqjoy. 

Under  this  conviction,  we,  yoar  memoriaUsta,  b^ 
to  before  your  honorable  House  a  concise  view 
of  those  droumstanoes  to  which  we  have  aUnded, 
and  that  appear  to  us  of  a  cluracter  so  aospidona 
to  the  eventual  i^f  of  Amertoa  ftom  the  lam«it- 
able  oonseqaenees  slavmy,  and  to  the  lestonf 
tion  of  the  emancipated  to  a  proper  station  in  so- 
eiety. 

The  leading  pt^t  to  whioh  we  would  refer  is  the 
rising  colony  of  UlMria,  on  the  western  shorn  of 
Africa,  established  by  Uie  silent,  perseveriag,  and 
judidous  efforts  of  the  American  C(4oniiatiou  So- 
ciety, to  whioh  we  steady  look  as  an  a^ylumpoint- 
ed  out  (may  we  say  T)  even  by  the  finger  of  Divine 
Providence,  where  the  sons  of  Africa  inll  find  a  cU- 
mate  congenial  with  their  constitutions,  and  may 
form  a  society  pecotiarly  adapted  to  devdop  thetf 
oapabiUUes,  and,  what  is  more,  to  extmid  dvillaa^ 
tfm  aad  (%riatiaidtyiBto  ths  imj  heart  of  AAIb%- 
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and  to  MtablUi « legitkut*  copuneree  on  UMToioi 
ef  that  most  iolunoat  tnSc,  the  alftre  tnde. 

It  ftppaui  that  nnmeroH  oflbn  of  slarei  for 
WMUMipMioD  Kod  coloniutlon  we  made  to  Um  to- 
«let7,  iriifob,  to  the  extent  of  iU  means,  it  eagerly 
•BbntOM ;  but,  for  the  porpoaea  of  ao  great  an  aa- 
dertaklng,  the  mean*  of  Indindoala,  or  of  the  bo* 
ciety,  are  too  limited.  Happily  for  America,  ahe  b 
about  to  be  exonerated  fVom  a  pablia  debt ;  and  we 
reoture  reapectfiiUy  to  aalt,  to  what  better  purpoee 
can  naUonal  reaouroea  be  a^qiUed  f 

la  ooDcluaioa,  we  presame  to  adieit  aoch  aid  on 
behalf  of  the  American  ColoiUation  Sodetj,  tm  to 
yoor  honorable  Bouae  may  aeem  nraet;  and  we 
aball  erer  fed  ooraelTea  anziooa  to  do  aU  In  our 
power  to  promote  the  weliare  of  the  United  SUtea, 
and  to  UNtain  the  amicable  relations  which  so 
li^pfly  nbaiit  between  that  country  and  our  own. 

[Signed  by  fcNTty  peraonsL] 


Satubdat,  April  II. 

BrMth  <tf  Prwileffe. 

The  Spkaebb  laid  b^ore  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  the  honorftble  WauiM 
Staicbbbbt,  a  member  of  the  Hoiue  from  the 
State  of  Ohio : 

7\>  UU  konormbU  Airoaxw  Srtsmom, 

Sptaktr  eftkt  Houm  of  Rtprumta^am  : 
Bia :  I  was  waylaid  In  the  atreet,  near  to  my 
boartUng-bottse,  last  night,  about  eight  o'olook,  and 
attacked,  knocked  down  by  a  bludgeon,  and 
■everely  bnUsed  and  woonded  by  Samuel  Hooston, 
late  of  Tsnnnssaa,  fitr  words  spoken  in  my  riaoe  in 
Um  Hoose  of  B^ireseiitatives ;  by  reascm  of  which, 
I  anconfliMd  to  mj  bed,  and  nuable  to  discharge 
my  duties  in  the  House,  and  attend  to  the  Interests 
of  my  constituents.  I  oomnunleate  this  Informs* 
tion  to  you,  and  request  that  yon  wlU  lay  h  before 
the  Bouse. 

Tory  respectAilly,  yonrs, 

WnXUM  STANBERRT, 
JTsmisr  0/  Ms  JET.  ofJt.  >Vvm 
April  14»  im 

Mr.  Yurcn,  thereupoo,  offered  the  following 
reaolQtjoa : 

S49^ttd,  That  the  Quaker  do  Issue  his  warrant, 
directed  to  the  Sergeant«t-Amis  attending  to  the 
Honse,  eoaunaadiog  him  to  take  in  custody,  wher- 
erar  to  be  found,  &bodyofSBmiiriH6iiBtoii,and 
the  same  in  his  custody  to  keep,  satfjeot  to  the 
ftirther  order  and  discretion  of  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  quoted,  la  mmmi  <rfhls  motion,  two 
preoedeotB,  «ie  In  ITw,  In  the  oaao  nl  BudaD 
and  Whitney,  two  land  speoDlators,  who  had 
proposed  a  bribe,  in  lands  or  money,  to  two 
memberB  of  the  House,  on  condition  of  the 
passage  of  a  certain  bill,  whioh  prc^KMal  the 
members  had  laid  before  the  Honse  m  the  basis 
of  a  motion  similar  to  that  which  he  had  now 
made.  The  other  case  was  that  of  John  An- 
derson, whioh,  he  presomed,  wonld  he  recol- 
lected by  many  of  those  now  presmt  In  both 
oases  a  breach  of  privilege  had  been  alleged  to 
have  been  oomndtted,  by  an  attempt  to  bribe 
nonbersof  the  House.  Mr.  Y.  had  not  beeo 


able  to  find  any  case  in  precedent  of  a  nerswal 
assanlt  for  words  H>oken  in  debate;  but,  be- 
lieTin^^  it  to  be  at  least  as  great  a  Ti(dati(m  of 
the  pnTilegee  of  the  Honae  to  assatdt  a  member 
in  tbe  pnblio  streets  for  what  he  had  uttered 
in  debate,  as  to  ofiTer  him  a  bribe  with  a  view 
to  oany  a  desired  measnre  through  the  Hoose^ 
he  had  thooj^t  it  premier  to  follow  the  prece- 
dent, and  bad  therefore  pot  bia  reat^ation  u 
tbe  nme  worda  whioh  had  ben  tn^lajtd  cm 
those  occasions. 

Mr.  PoLx  said  that  it  ooenrred  to  hfan  that 
snob  a  resolution  as  thia  required  some  oonad- 
eration.  On  hearing,  this  morning,  jnst  befive 
be  oame  to  the  Hoose,  of  the  occurrence  re- 
ferred to  in  the  letter  Just  Md  before  the  House 
by  the  Speaker,  and  on  hearing,  also,  that  tbe 
BQbject  wonld  probably,  in  stmie  shape  orotber, 
be  bronght  to  the  notice  the  House  thii 
morning,  he  had  sni^Mwed  that  the  ntmost  ex- 
tent to  which  any  gentleman  vonld  think  of 
gf^ng,  under  the  (uronmatanoea,  would  be  to 
prc^Kwe  an  inoiiii?  a  oonnmttee.  The  reso- 
lation  assnmea  the  fiict  that  a  oositanpt  on  the 
Hooae  had  been  committed,  and  that  toe  Hoose 
poMeHed  tbe  power  to  pmuah  it.  Etot  gen- 
tleman must  iM  aware  that  a  great  dlraraioe 
of  opiidon  always  had  eziBtod  as  to  the  power 
of  that  House  to  pnnish  as  a  CMtanpt  any  act 
whioh  did  not  interrupt  or  impede  the  business 
of  the  Honse.  Yet,  what  did  this  reeolntaon 
propose  t  It  not  only  asserted  the  doctrine  that 
the  Hoose  might  punish  an  act  not  committed 
in  its  preeenoe,  or  interronting  its  wooee^ngs^ 
bot  it  is  propoeed  that,  without  fhrOier  inquiry, 
they  shonld  deprive  a  oitiien  of  his  liberty,  and 
^reotth^Sergeant-at-Aims  to  seizeand  to  hold 
him  in  oostody.  Mr.  P.  did  not  admit  that  tbe 
Hoose  poasessed  any  soch  power ;  and  he  b^ 
lieved  uiat  a  great  nu^wity  of  that  House,  upon 
a  ddiberate  and  ftdl  examination  ol  tbe  question, 
would  hold  the  same  sentiments  with  uniadf. 

Mr.  Jbnitxb,  of  Maryland,  oaUed  tx  tbe 
readingof  the  letter  of  Mr.  Staxubbt,  and  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Yanoe  ;  and  they  were  agua 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Mr.  J.  then  observed  that  he  had  not  snp- 
posed  it  poadble  that  a  dngle  voice  ooold  have 
been  raised  in  that  Honae,  or  in  the  country, 
against  the  exercise  of  a  power  which  vaast  be 
diotated  1^  common  acsiae.  Mr.  3.  held  tliat 
the  ooifltitation  ImperattTdj  oaUed  iqton  them, 
asr^tjeentativos  01  thepetmle  to  protect  them- 
aelvee  fn  the  enrobe ctfthwdn^.  Itexpress- 
ly  dedared  that  no  member  might  be  brought 
into  oaestitm  elsewhere  for  words  qtoken  ia 
Uiat  House.  Now,  he  would  like  to  know 
whether,  ui  ihe  present  case,  there  had  not  been 
an  attempt  not  only  to  qnestion  the  words  of 
the  member  asaaolted,  but  to  arreet  his  ftarther 
progress — not  only  to  qneetion  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  exercised  his  privil^e,  bat  to 
deprive  him  altogether  of  the  power  of  exer- 
oiring  it  A  member  of  that  House  had  stated 
to  the  ftteaker^what  I  a  rarmiaet  a  doabtl 
Ha 
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Hi.  Sfkiqiit,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  etriking  ont  all  after 
the  word  "Beaolved,"  and  inserting  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  Tint  a  Select  OommHtee  be  appoioted,  to  whom 
shall  be  referred,  fte  eommiudeati<m  of  the  honor- 
able WiLUAM  SiiXBttBT,  a  member  of  this  House 
from  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to  an  assavlt 
oommitted  on  him  by  Samoel  Houston,  with  power 
to  take  aoeh  steps  as  wiQ  ensure  a  thoiough  inves* 
tigation  of  the  transaction." 

7ti.  DoDDBiDOB  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
case  of  Anderson,  which  had  been  referred  to^ 
and  the  Clerk,  thereopon,  read  an  extract  &om  . 
the  jonmals  of  the  House  oontafadng  its  pro- 
ceedings in  that  case. 

Mr.  OouLTEs,  of  Feunsylvania,  sud :  If  tiiej 
were  to  go  into  a  tedious  examination  of  wit- 
neeeee  before  a  oommittee,  they  mi^t  aa  well 
torn  over  th«r  injured  feUow^nember  to  tiie 
courts  of  the  Dtattiot  Thepzeserrationof  that 
House  was  notto  waittbedowftmnsofpnatioe; 
and  tiMTefore  the  power  was  given  to  it  to  sn- 

Krsede  those  forma,  and  to  act  at  once  where 
safe^  was  threatened.  But  if  a  member, 
whose  person  had  been  assailed  in  the  pablio 
streets  for  words  ottered  in  debate,  waa  to  l>e 
&rown  off  to  a  distance  till  reports  of  commit- 
tees were  pr^Mred  and  debated,  they  might  as 
well  leave  aim  to  bring  his  complaint  before  the 
court  of  Uie  District,  and  thos  sobject  the  privi* 
leges  of  that  Honse — of  that  House  did  he  say  t 
•—no,  the  orivil^es  and  rights  of  the  people  of 
tiie  United  Statoa,  to  the  detenninationa  and 
award  of  the  court  whloh  sat  in  a  neighboring 
building.  He  said  the  privileges  of  the  Ameri- 
can people ;  for  titds  was  not  a  qnestion  as  to 
the  iHTirileges  of  the  member  from  Ohio ;  it 
touched  the  privileges  of  the  people  of  Ohio. 
ShOTild  the  House  deny  the  process  aaked  by 
tiie  resolvtion,  and  reftiae  toexerdsethe  power 
which  even  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  him- 
self admitted  it  to  possess,  (for  he  had  stated 
the  caae  wherein  it  might  be  exercised,)  they 
wonld  not  oast  a  slight  upon  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.  They  would  do  Mm  no  injnry,  for 
he  possessed  a  spirit  which  would  raise  him 
above  the  indignity  he  had  received;  but  they 
would  Infliet  a  blow  upon  the  peoi^e  whose 
representative  he  was,  and  for  the  oreservatlon 
flod  vindioatim  of  whose  tbe  power  to 
pnniah  had  bean  vested  in  that  House. 

Mr.  Dbatton  said:  The  question  divided 
itsdf  into  two  inquiries.  Brat,  whetiier  the 
Honse  had  the  power  to  act  under  the  resolu- 
tion ;  and,  secondly,  if  it  had,  in  what  manner 
the  restdotion  was  to  be  execnted. 

Mr.  D.  deeired,  in  tbe  outset,  that  the  House 
should  be  deeply  impressed  with  the  sentiment 
that  when  once  the  day  should  arrive  when 
freedom  of  disousriou  in  that  Hall  should  be 
restrained,  the  pillars  of  the  constitation  would 
totter,  and  the  £ur  tonple  of  onr  liberties  must 

rdily  falL  And  would  any  man  tell  him  that 
firaedon  of  detwto  ooold  be  {oeaerved  if  a 
member  of  that  House,  for  words  ipoken  in  his 


|;h.ofB. 

place  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  was  to 
suffer  personal  violence  ?  Should  such  a  prin> 
<nple  reoeire  the  sanction  of  the  House,  an  in- 
dividual, for  doing  what  he  conceived  to  be  his 
duty  to  the  oonntry,  might  not  <mly  suffer  per- 
sonal violenoe,  hnt  be  put  to  demi  with  im- 
puni^,  so  for  aa  the  Honse  was  oonoemed.  If 
the  House  had  no  power  to  punish  in  tiie  ease 
of  an  assatdt,  it  had  no  power  to  pnnish  in  a 
case  of  murder.  To  preserve,  then,  a  right  so 
saraed  as  the  right  of  debate,  ought  not  some 
power  to  be  ^ven  t  Was  the  right  of  pnnish- 
mg  such  outrages  to  be  a  mere  oarren  ri^t  t 
an  abstraction  i  existing  in  the  1m  parliamen- 
tary alone,  and  never  to  be  acted  on  t  If  the 
right  existed,  it  must  be  acted  on,  or  it  would 
become  a  mockery.  In  this  ease,  an  assault 
had  been  oommitted  for  words  uttered  by  a 
member  of  that  House,  in  his  place.  Hr.  D. 
begged  that  it  might  be  distinctly  understood 
that  in  this  matter  he  was  not  governed  1^  toy 
party  or  peranud  omuiderations.  He  did  ni^ 
for  a  moment  consider  to  what  political  party 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  bdonged.  He  looked 
only  to  the  protection  of  the  House  in  those 
rights,  without  which  there  oould  exist  no  sndi 
thing  aa  a  republican  assembly ;  he  looked  only 
to  the  oonseqnencee  which  must  ensue,  should 
such  an  outrage  be  passed  over  without  the 
solemn  action  of  that  House.  As  to  the  par- 
ticular individuals  concerned,  they  were  totally 
ont  of  the  question  with  him.  Had  they  been 
Mr.  'D.'s  personal  or  politieal  friends,  the  ques- 
titm  would  not  be  in  tne  least  altered;  his  mind 
was  directed  to  the  stability  and  integri^  of 
onr  repuUie,  and  at  what  mig^t  be  the  fasne  ^ 
such  a  state  of  things  dioQld  an  attach  like  this 
upon  the  privileges  of  that  body  he  lightly 
passed  over. 

It  did  appear  to  that  Honse  that  the  gentlfr- 
mau  from  Ohio  had  been  attacked  and  mutreat< 
ed  for  words  spoken  by  him  on  that  floor.  If 
tbe  House  had  any  power,  under  any  circom- 
Btanoes,  to  punish  for  a  contempt,  and  tiiis  was 
not  one  of  those  cases,  thm  such  a  case  never 
oould  occur,  and  the  power  could  not  be  called 
into  exertion  in  any  case  whatever.  That  which 
appeared  to  be  the  popular  principle,  as  urged  in 
the  debate,  would,  on  investigation,  prove  to  be 
not  the  popular,  bat,  in  reality,  the  monarohial 
piindple.  The  tme  popular  prind[de  was  the 
preaennti(Hi  of  the  powers  of uat  House.  What 
did  the  House  consist  oft  The  representatives 
of  tbe  people.  And  what  were  its  rights  and 
its  privileges  t  They  were  the  rights  and  the 
prerogatives  of  the  people. 

No  greater  power  existed  in  a  oonventiim 
than  pertained  to  that  House  under  similar  dr- 
oumatanoea.  Could  there  be  any  question, 
whether,  if  a  convention  of  the  peopfe  them- 
selves was  assembled,  and  one  of  its  members 
should  be  maltreated,  as  a  member  of  this 
House  had  now  been,  that  there  would  not  be 
a  poww  In  that  body  to  prevent  the  rq>etition 
of  the  outrage  ?  If  not.  how  was  a  CMiatltnUon 
evertobefonnedf  or  how  could  It  be  amencU 
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edi  Would  not  even  a  ooDBtitnent  anemM^ 
itself  be  liable  to  the  inflaeDce  of  external  ter- 
ror f  If  Bnch  s  doctrine  ahonld  be  sanctioned, 
the  countrr  mieht  have  a  oonstitntion  irhieh 
embodied  Uie  will,  not  of  those  who  appeared 
to  be  represented,  hot  of  a  imall  jnnta  m  nefa- 
rioas  men,  who,  with  a  strong  arm,  interposed 
to  domineer  orer  it  It  might  be  md  that  he 
vaa  patting  an  extreme  case.  Admitting  it  to 
be  so,  the  prinoii^e  waa  the  aame.  But  wai  he 
Indeed  holding  np  to  vlev  a  ftno7  picture  f  or 
had  not  this  very  case  arisen,  and  that  in  recent 
times  I  Did  not  the  experience  of  France 
afford  to  the  world,  on  this  Bnbject,  an  Impres- 
sive  aud  a  warning  lesson  1  VhoeTer  had 
tamed  his  attention  to  the  varions  snccessive 
Govemmenta  which  had  been  inflicted  npoD 
that  unfortunate  countrr,  could  never  cease  to 
recollect,  that  first  in  the  national  Assembly, 
tliat  ailerwards  in  the  constituent  Assemblj, 
and  then  in  the  national  Convention  which  suc- 
ceeded, it  had  been  the  galleries  which  dictated 
the  laws.  It  waa  lawlen  Ttolenoe,  at  the  head 
of  bratal  and  inftariated  noha,  whtefa  dictated 
the  lawa  hy  which  France  was  prvvnuA ;  by 
which  an  misparioc  proscription  nad  filled  the 
prisons  and  reared  the  gmllotine ;  by  which 
murders  had  been  pronounced  legal ;  and  which 
had  led  to  slaughter,  without  even  the  form  of 
trial,  tens  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  inno- 
cent men,  of  helpless  women,  and  even  of 
smiling  infants  ftom  the  cradle.  The  laws,  it 
waa  true,  had  been  enacted  hj  assemblies  hav* 
Ing  the  power  to  pass  laws.  But  were  those 
assemblies  free  f  Could  they  be  called  a  free 
assemblj  whose  members  were  warned  before- 
hand hj  political  combinations,  that  if  they 
voted  for  certain  measures,  whidi  those  com- 
Unationa  disapprovecL  they  would  be  eonaldered 
among  the  proscribed,  and  wotdd  be  tried  be- 
fore l£e  reT(^ti,onar7-  tribimal  t  lb.  D.  would 
not  sar  that  such  oonsequenoea  were  to  be 
feared  In  this  country,  or  at  this  time,  but  th^ 
liad  occurred  where  the  freedom  of  speech  had 
once  been  manacled  by  an  extraneous  power ; 
and  there  was  no  better  way  to  prevent  the  oc- 
currence of  BO  deplorable  a  state  of  things, 
than  to  inflict  an  ezemplarr  punisfamoit  on  the 
man  who  should  take  uie  first  step  to  produce 
it. 

The  power  to  ponldi  for  oontempt^  widoh 
now  existed  hi  the  British  Pailiament,  had  not 
alwm  redded  in  that  body.  Till  the  time  ot 
the  first  Jamea,  the  Government  of  that  ooan- 
try.  if  not  absolntely  de^tio,  hfid  differed  bat 
little  from  it,  and  instances  were  on  record  in 
which  members  of  Parliament  had  been  called 
to  aeoonnt  by  the  Crown  for  exercising  the 
liberty  of  speech.  Afterwards,  however,  the 
nation  had  gradually  imbibed  more  popnlar 
principles,  and  with  the  growing  Ught  ofliberty 
came  this  very  power  to  punish  contempts  of 
Parliament.  From  the  moment  when  the 
British  Parliament  became,  in  some  good  de- 
gree, a  body  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  its  power  to  commit  for  oontempta 


began  to  be  recognised.  He  repeated,  there- 
fore, that  the  argument  which  denied  the  ezist- 
enoe  of  this  power,  while  at  the  first  view 
it  appeared  to  be  the  popular  argoment,  wu 
in  net  directly  the  reverse.  It  waa  the  argu- 
ment for  despotism. 

Ur.  Pattoit,  of  Virginia,  said  he  would  endea* 
Tor  to  produce  his  views  np«i  the  qneatkn,  aad 
the  only  que^on  whioh  the  House  waanow  eaUed 
to  decue.  It  had  been  with  inezpraarifale  h- 
toiddmaait  that  he  bad  heard  tliereeohition  read, 
when  it  was  proposed  by  the  gutleman  ftom 
Ohio ;  but  his  astoniahnient  had  been  destroyed 
by  the  foot  which  bad  be«i  diaolosed  rinoo  the 
discussion  opraed,  via:  that  the  oooteepn^Kiaed 
by  that  gentleman  was  the  course  whloh  had 
been  heretofore  pursued  by  the  House  in  cases 
of  alleged  contempt.  Mr.  P.  did  not  know,  nor 
would  he  stop  to  inquire,  whether  the  fonner 
cases  did  or  aid  not  differ  from  the  present,  ss 
to  the  form  in  which  oontampt  waa  committed. 
On  that  point  he  should  make  no  rsBiarka,  but 
should  at  oncer  take  the  bold  and  broad  grond 
that  in  no  caae  <rf  proeeedfaig  hr  any  ^idal 
body  oQofat  a  parmptoiT  attaaunait  to  pro- 
ceed, to  moaroerate  an  individual  chained  with 
contempt,  in  the  firM  Initanoe.  vaalem  the  otm- 
tempt  had  been  one  committed  in  the  presmoe 
and  face  of  the  tribunal,  and  going  to  disturb 
its  deliberationa,  and  unless  the  ease  was  sooh 
that  the  immediate  cnatodv  of  the  petson  vt  the 
offender  was  indispensable  to  the  exenaae  by 
the  tribunal  of  its  proper  flmotioDa.  Unless 
the  House  governed  its«f  by  tfais-  nda,  what 
enormous,  and  what  irreparable  injustice  mi^t 
it  not  do  ?  In  tlie  preeent  cape,  an  Individaid 
was  charged  with  faa^ng  oomnitted  an  asssalt, 
such  as,  undtf  an  excited  state  of  feeling,  the 
most  himoraUe  man  in  Hhb  oommaQitr  might 
oommit  Ifr.  P.  knew  notliing  about  the  iiidi- 
vidnal,  and  had  no  aeqvaintBiiea  with  hba :  nor 
had  he  with  the  membw  from  Ohio,  vxcf^t 
such  as  neoeeaarily  arose  from  the  ordinary 
intercourse  in  that  House.  He  waa,  therefore, 
influenced  by  no  personal  feeling  towards  either 
of  the  partiee.  But  was  it  not  wonderfol  thai 
the  process  of  thtt  House  should  be  called  for 
upon  a  mere  statement  or  affidantf  (He 
cared  not  which.  To  him  it  made  no  diffoenea. 
He  could  just  as  socm  set,  and  the  Hooae  had 
Just  as  much  right  to  act,  on  the  one  aa  the 
otiier.)  But  he  maintuned  that  the  Hooae  had 
no  ri^t,  prooaeding  on  the  principles  itf  oiminil 
law,  to  Issne  any  peremptoiy  prooeedn^,  until 
it  had  taken  a  previous  step  in  the  nature  of  a 
rule  upon  the  party,  giving  him  an  opportunity 
to  show  that  the  oomplaiut  ma  n^mnded  in 
Ihot,  or  the  prooee^ng  unfounded  in  law. 

He  appealed  to  every  gentleman  who  heazd 
him,  to  say  whether  it  was  usual,  whether  it 
was  oustomaiy,  whetlier  it  was  lawfoi,  on  a 
mere  charge  (MT  omtempt,  to  apprebend  aa  indi- 
vidual by  process  from  that  House,  except  in 
the  case  that  he  had  stated.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  accused  par^  might  fly.  So  he  mi^ 
in  any  ordinary  ease  of  aasanlt  az>d  bafcUry.  Bo 
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he  might  when  aoonaed  bjr  a  grand  juy,  and 
not  imprisoaed.  In  no  case  ooud  it  be  shown 
that  &  oonrt  aotang  on  a  matter  of  contempt  had 
■mated  and  impriaoned  a  citizen  till  he  had 
first  been  allowed  an  ovportnnltx  to  oome 
befwe  the  oonrt,  and  to  anow,  if  he  eonld,  Aat 
the  aoonaation  against  him  was  nufoonded. 
G^entlemen  were  oTeiie^>ing  the  preliminary 
step,  and  ni^ng  the  House  to  rush  at  once  to 
Indgment.  The  resolntion  called  upon  the 
Hoose,  not  to  inTestigate,  bat  at  once  to  per- 
form an  Bot,  the  effects  of  which  might,  in 
vaanj  cases,  be  a  more  seTcre  punishment  than 
the  Honse  would  be  willing  to  inflict  after  the 
examinaticn  hod  been  made.  Mr.  P.  knew  no 
case  which  had  any  analogy  to  it ;  unless  it 
waa  in  that  oonrt  of  the  Infernal  r^ons,  where 
it  was  said  <tf  the  judge,  ctutigat  autUtjus.  He 
pnniahes^andtiieahewa.  UnleaasMDestnWKer 
argttmenta  should  be  adduced  than  thoee  whioh 
he  had  yet  heard,  he  oould  not  conankt  to  vote 
fbr  the  readhitlon.  He  admitted  tiiattiie  Honse 
might,  in  some  oases,  pnidsh  for  a  contempt, 
not,  howerer,  in  redress  of  the  wrongs  of  uie 

gentleman  from  Ohio— the  ooorts  were  open  to 
im — but  fbr  the  ptupose  of  asserting  the  dig- 
nity  of  the  House,  and  guarding  its  ri^t  to 
ddiberate  in  freedom. 

}lr.  FosTKB,  of  C^i^a,  inquired  of  tiie  Ohur 
whether  the  ^davit  of  the  honwable  member 
from  Ohio  (Mr.  SrunmnT)  waa  before  the 
House,  and  connected  with  Ma  letter. 
The  Speaker  replied  that  it  was. 
This,  then,  continaed  Mr.  F.,  lelteved  him 
from  the  pnn<dpal  diffieol^  whldi  he  had  felt 
with  regard  to  thia  proceeding.  As  to  his 
individaal  opinion,  he  was  as  well  satisfied  of 
the  truth  of  ^e  statement  contained  in  the 
letter  before  the  affidavit  was  introduced,  as  he 
was  now ;  but  when  called  on  as  a  member  of 
this  House  to  rote  for  the  ezerdse  of  a  high 
prerogative  of  the  House,  he  could  not  do  so  on 
the  bare  statement  of  any  individaal.  It  has 
been  said  that  a  statement  made  by  a  mem- 
ber in  Ilia  place  is  eqniralent  to  an  affidavit ; 
»nd  sereral  precedents  had  been  referred  to, 
where  indiTidnals  have  been  Irrestedf  by  order 
of  the  House,  on  aooh  statements.  With  regard 
to  the  precedents,  Mr.  F.  sud  they  would  not 
goreni  mm,  when,  in  his  judgment,  they  were 
contrary  to  law.  He  knew  r&rj  well  uiat  we 
were  in  the  haUt  <tf  giviog  credit  to  whatever 
is  averred  by  a  member  of  the  Hoose.  Thiii 
however,  waa  a  mere  matter  of  oonrtesy ;  and 
we  shonld  take  care  that  we  do  pot  carry  our 
courtesy  to  each  other  so  far  as  to  violate  the 
rights  of  others.  We  are  now  apdlied  to 
institute  a  proceeding  affecting  the  liberty  of 
a  citizen ;  let  us  see,  then,  that  It  is  done  in 
ezsct  oomi^ianoe  with  the  foriBs  and  prindples 
of  Uw. 

Bat,  said  Kr.  7.,  a  referenoa  to  the  oonatita- 
tion  will  remove  all  donbt,  and  render  further 
a^foment  on  this  entirdy  nnneeeasary. 
In  that  inatroment  tt  ia  expressly  deelsved  that 
(*the  right  of  the  people  to  be  seeore  in  their 
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persona,  houses,  shall  not  be  violated ;  and 
no  warrants  shall  issue  but  upon  probable 
cause,  supported  by  oath  or  a^nnation," 
With  this  provirion  in  the  great  charter  of  oar 
rights  staring  me  In  the  &o&  said  Mr.  F.,  I 
eannot,  I  dare  not,  vote  for  the  prooeas  now 
moved,  nnlesa  an  foBdavit,  <m  which  to  fbond 
it,  had  been  furnished  us. 

Mr.  F.  said  the  issuing  of  the  warrant  moved 
for  had  been  ol(|ected  to  because  the  very  arrest 
would  be  a  punishment,  to  which  the  party 
accused  onght  not  to  be  sul^Jeoted  before  an 
investigation  is  had.  He  could  not  perceive 
the  force  of  this  objection.  Every  individual 
in  the  commnnity  is  liable  to  be  arrested  when 
l^ally  chaived  with  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  land.  Sappose  that,  instrad  of  prosecuting 
General  Houston  fbr  a  contempt  of  this  Hoose^ 
tiie  gentleman  from  Oluo  had  l^>Idied  to  a 
ma^trate  of  tlie  Distxiot  for  a  warrant  on  a 
charge  of  assanlt  and  battery,  would  there  be 
any  doubt  as  to  the  power  to  have  the  party 
arrested?  Oertunlynot  Why,  then,  have  we 
not  the  same  right  to  order  an  arrest  in  the  one 
case,  that  a  justice  of  the  peace  would  in  the 
other?  It  IS  no  greater  punishment  to  be 
arrested  by  our  8ei^eant-at-Arms  than  by  i 
city  marshal  or  constable. 

Mr.  EvBBBTT,  of  Masaachnsetta,  said  that  he 
did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  thia 
debate.  AH  that  he  could  have  said  that  would 
have  been  pertinent  to  tiie  question,  had  been 
said  by  others.  There  was  one  remark,  how- 
ever, o!  the  gmtkman  fivm  Sonth  Gu:<dina, 
(Mr.  Dbatton,)  which  had  stmok  him  nnideas- 
antly.  And,  as  all  that  fell  trvm  that  member 
deserved,  and  always  received,  tiie  attention  of 
the  House,  Mr.  E.  felt  bound  to  take  some 
notice  of  iL  That  gentleman  had  sud  that  he 
was  slad  that  the  motion  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion bad  not  been  suoceesfol,  and  he  had  thought 
proper  to  add,  that  he  should  have  cooBidered 
its  success  a  sortiif  treason  to  the  constitution. 
Mr.  E.  had  been  one  of  fifty  or  siity  members 
who  had  voted  in  favor  ot  that  question,  and  it 
was  Uierefore  incumbent  on  him.  In  rep^ling  so 
grave  a  charge  as  that  of  treason  to  the  consti- 
tution, to  give  some  explanation  of  the  grounds 
on  wluoh  he  had  voted  in  fovor  of  the  motion. 
He  need  not  recapitulate  the  resolntion  on 
which  the  main  question  could  have  beui  pnt. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Folk) 
had  seriously  questioned  the  power  of  the 
House  to  proceed  by  attachment,  and  was  for 
turning  over  the  injured  member  to  the  courts 
of  the  District,  as  if  it  was  a  matter  in  which 
he  alone  was  concerned.  The  gentieman  from 
Viiginia  (Mr.  Doddudgs)  had  deprecated  as  a 
great  evil,  that  a  discussion  should  proceed  in 
that  House  upon  such  an  assumption — an  aa- 
sumption  whitui  went  the  whole  length  of  mun- 
tainuig  that,  even  if  one  of  its  members  should 
i  be  mivdered  in  oonseqnence  of  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  debate  upon  that  floor,  the  House 
oould  cast  no  eye  to  the  of  his  oonatitn- 
ents,  and  could  not  oompUun  thai  its  own  rights 
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hftd  been  injured,  or  ito  priTileges  violated. 
The  geDtleman  from  Virgiuia  bad  pot  been 
williDg  tbat  a  dUcoBsioa  should  proceed,  which 
took  all  this  for  granted,  and  on  tiiat  gronnd 
had  moved  the  previoos  qaeBtioo.  Kr.  £. 
agreeing  with  hun  in  aeunment,  had,  <hi  the 
Hone  ground,  voted  to  eutein  the  motioii.  He 
had  been  willing  to  arrest  the  diecna^on  for  the 
aake  of  secnring  the  verv  ol^ject  which  his 
firienda  from  South  Canuina  pronomioBd  to 
be  of  such  vital  importanoe,  via,.  Uie  freedon 
debate.  If  the  Hooae  were  gravely  to  en- 
tertain elaborate  arguments  on  the  qoeetitm 
whether  they  had  power  to  prooeed  in  saoh  a 
eaae,  the  verj  discussion  itself  woold  have  an 
iiynrions  bearmg  on  the  freedom  of  debate  in 
that  House.  The  freedom  of  debate,  it  was 
saying  little  to  say  tbat  it  was  the  dearest 
piiTilege  of  freemen — it  was  their  life — ^the 
life  of  the  mraibers,  and  the  political  Ufe  of 
the  body  itaelf.  What  had  now  been  dme  by 
one  man,  might  be  done  by  armed  moha. 
Suppose  an  faiftiriated  mob,  headed  by  some 
Mditioal  demagogue,  diould  waylay,  not  one, 
but  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  members  of  the 
House,  would  they  torn  over  those  members  to 
the  courts  of  the  District  of  Oolnmbia,  and  leave 
them  to  get  their  remedy  by  action  for  assault 
and  battery  f  To  what  was  it  that  they  owed 
the  fact  of  their  meeting  in  that  spot  i  Why 
did  not  the  Oongreas  still  assemble  as  formerlv  in 
Philadelphia  t  Was  it  not  because  an  iiuult  had 
been  offered  to  Oongress  in  that  city  ?  None  of 
the  membera  were  Saocked  down  there :  none 
of  them  were  bruised  and  wounded  so  as  to  be 
kept  from  attending  the  Hooae;  bnt  an  inanlt 
had  been  ofibred  to  s  member  in  the  pnblio 
theatre,  as  it  was  understood,  tad  believed,  in 
conseqaenoe  of  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the 
public  proceedings.  They  were  told  that  if  they 
would  remahi,  the  State  would  protect  them: 
that  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  would  hold 
its  shield  over  them ;  but  no  1  they  said  they 
would  go  to  a  district  of  their  own,  to  a  ^t 
where  they  should  not  be  dependent  on  the 
sheriff  and  mardtals  of  a  district  authority. 
They  would  go  where  they  oould  protect  them- 
sdves,  and  it  was  that  datennination  which  had 
Ud  tiw  fonndatxHis  of  the  capitcd  upon  this 
tqA.  If  Ihe  time  ahonld  ever  come  wnen  the 
munbos  of  that  body  were  to  be  turned  over 
to  mch  a  court  as  that  which  aat  in  thla  District, 
and  the  House  would  not  aasame  the  injuries 
inflicted  upon  its  members  as  done  to  itself, 
the  constitution  would  no  loagw  be  worth 
living  under.  The  soonor  they  went  home  the 
better— or  if  they  continned  to  come  to  that 

Slaoe,  the  sooner  they  armed  themselves  with 
irks  and  pistols,  the  sooner  they  would  be 
safe ;  for  then  they  would  nnderatand  tbat  ^e 
House  would  not  protect  them. 

l£r.  Watnx,  of  Georgia,  sud  that  he  did  not 
at  all  doubt  that  a  gross  outrage  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  he  was  willing  that  it  should  be 
punished.  But  he  did  not  li^  tlie  proposed 
mode  of  prooeeding.  It  waa  ngiixult  m  hia 


noti(MU,*and  all  thoee  prineiplee  which  he  had 
derived  ttam  the  best  sources.  He  could  not 
approve  of  the  apmnntiuent  of  a  committee, 
beiiwe  the  House  had  taken  some  stem  by 
which  its  dignity  and  its  privileges  mif^t  Iw 
vin^eated.  Twopropodtioaswerebeforethem. 
The  aw  ma  that  the  ^wako-  should  issue  his 
ordw  iot  the  ^ipreluodoii  of  the  inffividnaL 
The  other,  that  a  oommittee  ahotild  be 
pointed  to  investigate  the  case,  and  to  report 
Mr.  W.  waa  about  to  make  a  sugoestiai  whidi 
was  different  from  either  of  uese  eoorsH ; 
for  he, did  not  think  that  tiie  Houae  oould  with 
propriety  adopt  either  <rf  the  pn^mritiona  whidi 
had  been  submitted  to  it.  He  denied  tlie  power 
of  the  Honse,  in  case  of  contempt,  to  prooeed  by 
peremptory  {Mnoess,  unless  the  ocmtempt  haA 
been  ofummitted  in  its  immediate  presence.  The 
reason  of  this  distinction  he  took  to  be,  that 
when  the  insult  was  oommitted  in  tii^  own 
preaeBce,  they  were  aU  Judgea  of  the  flwi^  and 
had  Ihe  dfoomstanoea  all  beficm  then.  He 
held  that  the  {ntweedings  of  adeUberatiTelKt^, 
on  the  snl^eot  of  oootempta,  should  be  parsllel 
to  those  observed  in  a  court  of  Justice.  If  a 
oontempt  were  committed  in  the  face  of  the 
court,  uie  court  lud  power  to  punidi  it  in  a 
summary  mannv ;  but  might,  if  tfa^  pleased, 
pos^no  their  prooess,  and  prooeed  more  delib- 
erately. But,  for  a  contempt  oranmitted  out 
of  coiu>t,  no  such  proceeding  could  be  Jmtified. 
And  so.  in  the  case  of  a  deuberative  rady,  the 
prooeeoing  might  not  be  summary,  untees  the 
oont«npt  were  oranmitted  in  preeenoe  of  the 
assemb^,  and  tended  to  interrupt  vr  laeveot 
its  ddibwatipna.  He  asked  gentlemen  to  pro- 
duoe  an  instanoe^  whetiier  fn-  Farilament,  or  in 
any  oonrt  of  ^ustioe,  m-gaaiaed  aa  it  ahoold  be, 
when  an  individual  charged  with  a  oontenwt 
had  been  arrested,  in  the  first  instance.  He 
knew  that  examples  might  be  found  in  our 
country,  and  it  was  not  surprising  that  it  shonid 
have  occurred.  But  the  oourae  pursued  was, 
first  to  issue  what  was  called  a  role  niri,  by 
which  the  individual  was  called  upon  to  purge 
himself  of  the  contempt.  The  role  was  founded 
upon  this  salutai^  principle,  that,  before  yon 
take  away  the  liberty  oi  a  citizen,  you  shall 
proceed-  with  the  utmost  caution.  If  in  the 
present  instwce  the  House  should  call  upon 
this  individual  to  purge  hhnself  uf  the  aimed 
contempt,  and  he  diould  reftise  so  to  do,  then 
the  order  of  the  House  would  issue,  and  that 
order  ran  into  every  part  of  the  country.  IV  he 
had  fled,  it  would  follow  him.  Oentlwnoi 
seemed  to  think  it  necessary  to  issoe  the  pn>- 
cess  of  the  House  at  once,  in  order  to  bring  this 
person  before  them,  but  the  Speaker  h^  no 
discretion  as  to  the  forin  of  the  proceasu  His 
order  would  be  directed  to  the  Sei^eant-at- 
Anns  to  seize  this  individual,  and  him  safely  to 
keep.  What,  then,  would  follow  on  his  b^ng 
brought  up  ?  The  order  would  not  be  relaxed, 
and  he  must,  theref<i»e,  be  retoined  in  Ae  eaa> 
tody  of  the  Sergeant-at- Arms.  Totfcdslb.  W. 
waa  opposed.  Be  Iomw  nothing  poaonalty  of 
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this  indiTidoaL  He  had  no  aoqaaintanoe  with 
him,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  had  commit- 
ted a  bnital  oatrage.  But  still  the  Honse  was 
not  to  arrugn  him  as  a  criminal,  and  there  was 
the  mistake  of  gentlemen.  The  Honse  was  not 
to  proceed  as  a  court  would  do  in  the  case  of 
crime  or  misdemeanor.  The  only  way  in  a  crim- 
inal proceeding  was  to  apprdiend  the  aocased 
upon  affidavit.  But  this  case  was  of  a  mixed  na- 
ture. The  HouBe  had  no  rij^t  to  inflioi  its  sanc- 
tim  beifbrehaDd.  The  ^prefaouioa  of  the  indl- 
Tidoal  amounted  to  a  spemes  of  oorporal  pnnish- 
ment.  This  was  not  to  he  Infitoted  in  the  first 
Tlie  House,  while  it  was  taking  steps 
to  Tindkate  its  own  rights,  should  be  cautions 
so  to  proceed,  that  the  rights  of  the  <utizen 
should  not  be  invaded.  He  considered  it  utterly 
out  of  the  question  for  the  House  to  a^oum 
without  talcing  some  step  in  this  afibir.  He 
never  would  vote  for  such  a  motion  until  some- 
thing should  have  been  done,  and  he  should 
now  wait  till  the  question  was  taken  on  the 
motion  for  a  Select  Committee,  and  if  tiiat 
proposition  should  ful,  then  he  woold  offer  an 
amendment  on  the  principle  he  had  indi- 
cated. 

Kr.  BuBDeuET  observed,  thst  when  thb 
complunt  was  presented,  his  first  im{>resrion 
had  been  that  the  House  was  aathorixed  to 
receive  it,  and  to  proceed  and  inflict  suitable 
punishment,  if  the  charge  should  turn  out  to 
be  well  founded.  It  was  due  to  hiuiBelf  to  add, 
that  an  examination  of  the  oonstitutaon,  and  the 
views  which  had  been  presented  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  together  with  the  consideration 
that  he  had  been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  sub- 
ject, had  satisfied  him  that  hia  first  impression 
waa  erTaieon&  If  the  House  would  indulge 
him,  he  would  state  the  ^unds  npon  which  fie 
had  oome  to  that  oonolusion. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Ur. 
Stahbkbbt,)  in  the  oommunioation  to  the  Obair, 
which  had  been  snbseqaently  verified  by  his 
oath,  had  stated  that  he  was  last  evening  way- 
laid and  attacked  by  an  Individual  in  one  of  the 
streets  of  this  city,  knocked  down  with  a  blud- 
geon, ai^  beat  with  great  severity,  so  that  he 
was  now  confined  to  his  bed,  and  unable  tck 
attend  in  his  place  in  that  Hall.  TJiis  outrage 
is  also  stated  to  have  been  committed  in  conse- 
quence of  language  which  had  been  used  by 
him  in  this  House.  Upon  these  facts,  whiw, 
in  this  posture  of  the  proceeding,  we  must  take 
to  be  incontrovertible,  the  inqniry  arises,  is  the 
House  authorized  to  arrest  and  punish  the  offend- 
er !  It  was  not  the  province  of  the  House  to 
de(ude  what  redress  for  the  indignity  and  suffer- 
ing would  be  affovded  to  the  iiyured  party  in  a 
court  of  law,  nor  waa  it  for  this  House  to  invoke 
the  power  of  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  in 
which  this  offence  would  no  doubt  be  proeo- 
coted,  and  an  adequate  punishment  inflicted. 
There  the  rights  of  the  injured  party  would  be 
well  onderstood  and  appreciated,  and  the  vio- 
lated peace  of  the  country  vindicated.  Kor 
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was  It  material  to  inquire  what  power  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  cases  like  the  present  had 
berai  delegated  to  the  entire  legulative  branch 
of  this  &>Terunent  Coi^^  had  not  legis- 
lated upon  the  subject.  The  present  appeid 
waa  to  the  power  of  this  Honse  alone.  He  bad 
examined  into  the  constitution  in  search  of  that 
power.  He  was  aware  that  some  powers  were 
erorewdy  delisted  to  this  House  by  it;  that 
others  were  incidaital  and  necessary :  and  be 
was  also  aware  that  Oongress,  not  the  Howe 
alone,  nught  make  bS  laws  necessary  and  proper 
to  oarry  Into  execution  all  the  powers  verted 
in  tibe  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
department  or  officer  thereof. 

The  call  was  seconded  by  a  snfficiMrt  vote. 

The  main  question  was  put,  being  upon  the 
origpual  motion  of  Mr.  ViiiOB,  viz : 

JUtotved,  That  the  Speaker  do  Issue  his  wananti 
directed  to  the  .Sergeant-st-Arma  attending  to  the 
House,  eommsnding  him  to  take  in  custot^,  irber* 
ever  to  be  found,  the  body  of  Samuel  Houston,  and 
the  same  in  custody  to  keep,  subject  to  the  fuitber 
order  and  discretion  of  the  Honse. 

And  it  was  detennined  as  fbllows ; 

Yxu. — Hessrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Allison,  Ander- 
son, Angel,  Appleton,  Archer,  Arnold,  Ashley, 
Babcock,  Banks,  Noyes  Barber,  John  S.  Barbour, 
Barnwel^  Barringer,  Barstow,  Isaac  G.  Bates,  James 
Bates,  Bell,  Bethone,  James  Blair,  John  Blair, 
Bouck,  Bil^fl,  John  Brodhead,  John  0.  Brodhead, 
Burd,  Barves,  Gaboon,  Chandler,  Ghoate,  Glaibome, 
Coke,  Collier,  Leiris  Gont&it,  Silas  Gondii,  Elentbe- 
roB  Cooke,  Bates  Gooke,  Cooper,  Corwin,  Coulter, 
Craig,  Gruie,  Crawfbrd,  Ordghtim,  Dantel,  Davea- 
port,  John  DstIb,  Warren  B.  I>avia,  Dayan,  Denny, 
bewart,  Dickson,  Doddridge,  Doubleday,  Drayton, 
Duncan,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans, 
Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Felder,  Ford, 
Foster,  GUmore,  Gordon,  Oreonell,  Grlffln,  Thomaa 
H,  Hall,  Hawkins,  Heister,  Hodges,  HoSbian, 
Hogan,  Hubbard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  In- 
gersoU,  Irvln,  Jenifer,  Charles  C.  Johnston,  Eava- 
nagb,  Kendall,  Eeonon,  Adam  King,  John  King, 
Heniy  E^g,  Lamar,  Laoang,  Leavitt,  Lent,  Letch- 
er, Hason,  Marshall,  HcCoy,  Hclntire,  McKay, 
HcKennan,  Mercer,  Muhlenberg,  Nevnan,  Ifewton, 
Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pitcher,  Plummer,  Potts,  Ran- 
dolph, John  Reed,  Edward  C.  Beed,  Boane,  Root, 
Russet,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Slade,  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Stom,  Sotheriand, 
Taylor,  PbUemon  Themaa.  John  Thomson,  Tomp- 
kins, Tracy,  Vance,  Yerr^ck,  Vinton,  Wardweu, 
Washington,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Willdn,  Wbeeler, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Frederick  Whitdesey,  CMnpbell 
P.  White,  Edward  D.  White,  WicklUfe,  ^VHlde, 
Williams,  Worthiugton,  Toung^l45. 

Natb. — Messrs.  Beardsley,  Boon,  Bnoher,  Clay, 
Conner,  Fitzgerald,  Harper,  Haves,  Holland,  Horn, 
Jarvis,  Jewett,  Gave  Johnson,  Lecompte,  Levis, 
Lyon,  Mann,  Mardis,  Thos.  R.  MitcheU,  Fatten, 
PieiaoD,  Folk,  ^e^^Standlte,  Wiley  lliompioa 
—26. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
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Hie  Bpsaksb  annonnced  to  the  House  that 
(he  Sergeant-at-Anns  had  executed  the  order 
oommittod  to  him,  and  that  Bamnel  Honstoo 
was  now  in  the  cortodj  of  that  officer.  Where- 
upon, 

llr.  Datis,  of  Uaauohnaetti,  v/SanA.  tlie  fid- 
loving  resolation : 

Retolved,  That  Samuel  Houaton  be  bron^t  to 
the  bar  of  the  House  on  Tharsda;  next,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  to  answer  to  the  charge  made  agfuost  him 
br  WiLUAH  STAHBsasT,  of  Ohio,  a  member  of  this 
House,  ia  hia  letter  and  affidavit;  and  that  be  be 
forthwith  famished  with  a  copy  of  said  charge  and 
letter  ot  Baid  Stanberr^,  by  the  Glerit. 

Mr.  Batib,  after  explaining  and  vindioatdng 
the  motives  which  haii  led  to  the  resolution 
he  had  offered,  agreed  to  modify  it  in  saoh  a 
manner  as  that  the  accused  party  might  forth- 
with l)e  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House. 

The  rest^ution  of  ICr.  Davis  was  modified  by 
him  at  the  suggestion  of  Hessrs.  Fostbb  and 
WioKLiFPB,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Rttalvedy  That  a  Committee  on  FriTileges,  eon- 
dsting  of  seven  members,  be  appointed  and  in- 
atructed  to  report  a  mode  of  proceeding  in  the 
case  of  Samuel  Honston,  who  ii  now  in  costody 
by  Tirtne  of  an  order  of  thia  House,  and  that  aald 
eommittoe  lutve  leave  to  ezeonle  the  duty  aarfgiied 
tbam  inunediately. 

The  reaolntioD  was  ■dopted  almost  muni- 
moiudj. 

After  A  brief  IntervaL  lb-.  Kraatm  was 
bnraght  in  the  oostodj  of  toe  Smgemt^Arma, 
and  placed  at  the  bar  of  tiie  Honae;  when  the 
SnuXB  addreaaed  lum  aa  fidlowa: 

*■  Samuel  Houston,  yon  have  hem  broii^t  before 
dUs  HODse,  by  its  order,  to  answer  the  wtarge  of 
having  aaaaulted  and  beaten  Wiixiah  Btambkrbt,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Beivesentatives  of  the 
United  States  from  the  SUte  of  Ohio,  for  words 
spolcen  by  him,  in  his  place,  aa  a  member  of  the 
House,  in  debate  upon  a  question  then  depending 
before  the  House.  Before  you  are  called  upon  to 
answer.  In  any  manner,  to  the  subject-matter  of  this 
eharge,  it  is  my  duty,  as  presiding  offloer  of  this 
House,  to  inform  you  that  If  you  desire  the  ^d  of 
counsel,  the  tesUmony  of  witnesses,  time  to  prepare 
for  your  defence,  or  have  any  other  request  to 
make  In  relation  to  this  suliject,  your  request  will 
now  be  received  and  conddered  by  the  Houae.  If, 
however,  you  neither  wish  fhr  counsel,  witnesses, 
or  further  time,  but  are  now  ready  to  iniKeed  to 
the  invutigation  of  the  enlarge,  you  will  state  It,  and 
-the  House  will  take  <»der  aocor^^y.** 

To  which  the  aaid  Samnel  Houston  answered 
as  follows : 

"  Hr.  Speaker,  I  wish  no  eonnsd :  I  shall  require 
the  attendance  of  wltnoaaoa.  Having  but  this  mo- 
ment been  apprised  of.  the  coarse  which  wo«dd  be 
pursued  b^  the  House,  and  believing,  aa  I  do,  that 
this  investiffation  is  to  form  a  precedent,  essentiBlly 
invtdviog  the  liberty  of  American  ciiiaMii^  I  wiU 


[Angina. 


eUm  at  haattwenty-^borboms  to  pnpaiemyie- 

qtonae  to  theaceoaalifM.'* 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  report 
the  proceedings  proper  to  he  obeervcd  hj  the 
House  in  the  tnal  of  the  caae^  aa  beratotoe 
stated. 

{The  ft^owing  seuUemea  eompoaad  Oa  ecB- 
mittee,  vis:  Mr.  Datib,  of  Miwanhnaatf,  Hr. 
OouLTD,  Ur.  HnmraxoK,  Mr.  Paxvok,  aad 

1&.  BaABDaLXT.] 


TnBDAT,  A^  IT. 

ICr.  Datu,  of  Masaachnsetti,  from  Urn  Cbm- 
mittee  on  FrivUeges,  appointed  <»  ICondar, 
presented  the  following  report : 

The  Ocmunittee  od  Frivilegai,  who  ma 
instructed  by  the  Hoose  to  rqMft  a  node  of  pn- 
ceeding  in  the  case  (rf  Samael  Howtoa,  vw  is 
now  in  custody,  nnder  a  wanaat  Inaad  Inr  ords' 
of  the  House,  upon  the  oomidaint  of  Whiiam 
STAiranBT,  one  of  its  members,  foe  aaaanHing 
and  beating  the  aud  BrAnrnmsT  for  words  ^okan 
in  his  place  on  the  floor  vl£  the  Hous^  recom- 
mend uw  adoption  <rf  the  fidlowing  irner: 

Oritrtd,  That  the  foDewingeoaneflfpreeeatfagi 

be  observed,  namdy: 

Said  Samnel  Houston  diall  be  ag^pheed  stthe 
bar  of  the  House,  and  the  letter  of  said  Stanbetiy 
shaU  be  read  to  him ;  after  wltteh»  the  8raak« 
shall  put  to  him  the  follewiw  intemgaten  : 

Do  yon  admh  or  duiy  that  jon  aaaaatted  aad 
beat  the  add  Stanbeny,  as  he  haa  iiiiawiiilh 
the  tetter  wliioh  has  been  read,  %cmif<d-miiA\m 
been  delivered  to  yon  In-order  of  toe  EbMse? 

If  the  said  SamiMl  Hooston  adarit  that  be 
assault  and  beat  the  add  Stanbeirv.as  in  audletw 
is  represented,  tlien  the  l^peaker  shall  pot  to  hBifas 
following  Interrogatory : 

Do  you  admit  or  deiqr  that  die  eaae  aaaaak  sal 
beating  were  done  for  and  on  aecOBOt  of  *ei* 
spoken  by  the  aaid  StaidieiTy  la  tilo  Bo«M  ef  Ksp- 
reaentativee  in  debate  f 

If  the  said  Samuel  Honst<m  admit  the  asaanlt  sal 
beating,  and  that  Uiey  were  for  the  eanaeefonaid, 
hen  the  House  shall  cenridar  the  change  madt  by 
he  said  Stanberry  aa  tme,  and  abefl  proceed  » 
ju^;mcnt  thereon. 

But  if  the  said  Samuel  Hooslon  deny  tbe  asuH 
and  beating,  or  that  the  same  were  done  Ibr  tbt 
cause  aforesud,  or  refose,  or  evade  ansveriiig  oii 
interrogatories,  then  the  add  William  Staabcn? 
shftll  be  examined  aa  a  witnesa  touching  aaid  ebu;*: 
after  which,  the  said  Samuel  Hoeaton  ahaU  be  d- 
lowed  to  imrodoee  any  competent  evidBMos  ia  bh 
defence ;  and  then  any  fhrthw  evidenee  tbe  Ems 
may  direct  ahaD  also  be  introduced. 

If  parol  evidence  is  (dftred,  the  witnaami  M 
be  sworn  by  the  Speaker,  and  be  evemifd  ai  da 
bar,  unleas  they  are  membeia  of  the  HoaK,iB 
whioh  ease  they  may  be  eiamlned  ia  Aair  rliiin 
A  committee  wall  be  ai^Ndated  to  uaaifas 
nessea.  The  qoeatlona  put  shaO  bo  ndoeed  ts 
writing,  (by  a  peraon  to  be  appointed  Ibc  that  pw- 
pose,)  bcAoe  the  aame  are  wopoaed  totiie  wiBwH 
and  the  anawem  riialalaobe  cedneed  to  irdii^t. 
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Erery  qoettioa  pat  bj  a  member  not  of  the  com- 
mittee, shi^  be  reduced  to  writing  bjnich  member, 
and  be  propounded  to  the  witaen  bj  the  Sjwaker, 
if  not  ol]geeted  to ;  bnt  If  mj  qneetioii  shall  be 
otjeoted  to,  or  enj  testinooy  offered  duiU  be  ob- 
jected to  hj  an;  member,  the  member  so  objecting, 
and  the  accnsed,  or  hia  counsel,  ahall  be  heard 
thereon ;  after  vbicb,  the  qoeatioQ  AaU  be  decided 
witboat  ftirther  debate. 

When  the  eTideaee  U  ill  before  the  House,  the 
Hid  Samaet  Hooston  shell  be  beard  on  the  whole 
mattsr  by  bims^  or  hb  counsel,  as  he  may  elect. 

Aitor  the  said  SamuelHoosUm  shall  hare  been  so 
heard,  he  shaU  be  directed  'to  withdraw,  and  the 
House  slwU  proceed  to  consider  the  sul^ect,  end  to 
take  Booh  order  thereon  as  may  Man  just  end 
proper. 

Said  Samaet  Honstoa  shaU  be  ftamlahed  with  a 
copy  of  this  order. 

The  report  of  the  oanmittee  ww  ocmonrred 
in  nnaoimoTisly. 

The  committee  was  then  ordered  to  consist 
ot  five  membmra,  a  proposition  for  seven  hav- 
ing been  previously  negatived, 
^bome  discosutHi  ensaed  u  to  the  parUcoUr 
time  (^proceeding  to  trial 

finally,  to-morrow,  at  twelre  o'cHoek,  being 
the  time  odd  to  be  preferred  by  Oenenl  Hoos- 
toot  was  nnaidmoiulj  agreed  to. 


WmanDiXt  April  18. 
Oa»e(ff  Somvsllleutton. 

This  Bubjeot  was,  aeeordlng  to  tbe  order  of 
the  day,  taken  np. 

Mr.  JoKNsov,  of  Tennessee,  oifered  a  resoln- 
tiun  that  8<unnel  Houston  be  allowed  to  maploj 
oonnedtoudhiminhiBd^biuM.  ICr.  J.  etated, 
in  eT^aoa&aOt  tliat  Ht.  Hovtm,  atawa^  he 
had,  when  pnt  to  the  bar,  sttfed  to  the  Honae 
tint  he  haa  no  dedre  for  oonnsel,  had,  cm  far- 
ther  reBeoHon,  oome  to  a  diflbrmt  oonolnslon, 
and  that  the  present  resolntlon  had  been  offered 
ath^  reqaest. 

The  reaohition  was  agreed  to. 

Samnel  Hooston  was  now  bronsht  to  the  bar 
of  the  Honse  by  the  Sergeant-at^Arms,  accom- 
panied by  his  connsel,  Francis  S.  Ke^,  Esq.', 
when  the  Sfuexb,  after  annoonclog  to  him 
the  nature  of  the  charge  he  was  called  to 
answer,  notified  him  that,  before  proceeding 
to  interrogatories,  he  was  reqnirod  to  say 
whether  he  was  prepared  to  proceed  to  txial 
aooording  to  the  oraer  which  had  been  au- 
noonced  to  him,  or  whether  he  had  any  other 
reaoeat  to  make  of  the  Hotise. 

Ur.  Bonston,  in  reply,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing p^per,  wMoh  was  read  by  his  oounael,  and 
agun  read  at  the  Clerk's  table : 

"The  aoeiued  denies  that  *he  assaulted  and 
beat'  the  said  Stanberry  as  he  hsa  represented  in 
tbe  letter  which  has  been  read. 

"He  admits  that  he  ielt  great  Indignation  on 
reading  in  the  NaUonal  InUlTimneer  remarks,  there 
stated  to  have  been  made  on  the  floor  of  the  Hoiue 
orBepccMOtatlvas  ^  the  sidd  Staabiiiy,  fa^ntfag 


[H.  or  R. 

to  the  accused,  by  name,  a  gross  oflbnoe  of  which 
he  knew  faimsebf  to  be  Innocent,  and  the  dissemina* 
tion  of  which  throughout  the  oountry,  by  such  pub- 
lication, was  evidenUy  eahuilated  to  aofectbis  honor 
and  character.  Cnder  these  dreumstancea,  the  a^ 
cosed  was  induced  to  inquire  of  aud  Stanberry,  In  a 
respectful  cote,  whether  the  report  of  what  he  bad 
said  was  truly  sot  forth  in  said  i»per.  To  which 
inquiry  thus  made,  Bsid  Stanberry  reAieed  to  give 
any  answer,  in  a  manner  calculated  still  farmer  to 
iqjure  tbe  accused.  The  accused  admits  that  he 
wu  greatly  excited  by  these  provocations,  and  Uiat, 
under  the  influence  of  ieelin^  thus  excited,  he  did, 
on  accidentally  meeting  the  B«id  Stanberry,  assault 
and  beat  him,  the  accused  being  unarmed  with  any 
other  weapon  than  a  common  walking  cane,  and 
bdieving  Uw  aaid  Stanberry  to  be,  as  he  in  £ut 
waa,  amed  with  piatola  that  the  meetiDg  totA 
^ace  aeveral  hoars  ^ter  the  adfoumment  M  Qw^ 
gresB,  about  ^ht  o'clock  in  the  evening,  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Arenoa,  and  nearly  half  a  mile  from 
the  capitol,  and  on  the  owoaite  nde  of  the  Avenue 
fVom  where  Mr.  Stanberry  s  boarding-house  is  situ- 
ated ;  and  that,  at  the  time  of  this  occurrence,  he 
was  adther  seeking  fbr,  nor  expecting  to  see,  the 
said  Stanberry. 

"  The  accused  denies  that  he  Intended  to  commit, 
or  that  he  believed  he  was  committinK,  any  con- 
tempt towards  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  any 
breach  of  Its  privilege,  or  the  privilege  of  any  of  Its 
members.  He  denfee  that  the  act  com[dained  of 
constitutes  any  sacfa  eontempt  or  breach  of  privi- 
lege, and  is  prepared  to  juetiiy  his  condort,  so  ftr 
at  least  as  tbe  i^^ta  and  lurivii^es  of  thla  Houa 
and  its  niMnbers  are  concerned,  by  proofL" 

The  fipBAKKB  hiqntred  whether  Mr.  Hooston 
was  prepared  to  jvoceed  in  tbe  trial.  To  which 
he  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Staubkbut  was  then  read. 

The  Spuzu  then  pnt  the  firrt  Interrogatory, 
directed  by  order  of  the  Honse,  yeetardqr,  as 
follows : 

Do  yon  admit  or  deny  that  yon  assaulted  and 
beat  the  said  Stanberry,  as  he  us  represented  In 
the  letter  which  has  been  read,  a  copy  of  which 
haa  been  daUvHed  to  yon  by  ttw  order  tbe 
Houaer 

The  accused  replied  that  his  counsel  would 
respond  to  the  intem^atory  for  him ;  where- 
upon, 

Mr.  Key  read  from  a  pi^er,  aubatantiaDy,  aa 

follows : 

He  deidea  the  charge  b  the  form  in  which  it  was 
aet  forth ;  he  admits  that  he  lelt  great  Indignation 
on  reading  the  remarks  of  Ur.  Stahbubt,  aa 
Tilted  in  the  InitUigtnear^  charging  bim  with 
oaenoes  derogatory  to  his  honor  and  charaeter,  of 
wUch  he  waa  innoeenfc  He  a^  that  he  inqoired 
of  Mr.  a  If  the  report  truly  aet  fbrth  what  he  had 
s^d,  which  inquiry  Ur.  R  refhsed  to  answer.  He 
admits  that  he  was  greatly  excited  by  tbe  manner 
of  this  ref^isal,  and  did,  on  accidentally  meeting 
with  Ur.  S.,  beat  Um.  He  says  that  he  himself  was 
armed  only  with  an  ordinary  walking  stick  ;  that 
Ur.  &  was  amad  with  (dstols ;  that  he  met  him 
several  hoam  after  the  House  bad  adloumed,  half  a 
uUafron  tbe  capitol,  and  oo  tbe  side  of  tbe  atraec 
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oppoilte  tbkt  of  Mr.  EL'i  lodgiagi.  H«  denEea  tbftt 
In  what  p«SMd  fae  intended  to  commit  a  oontenpt 
■galnat  the  Home,  or  a  breach  of  the  priTileges  of 
itt  numben.  Ha  deidaa  that  tlie  aot  biTolTei  looh 
a  eOBtempt  or  breaeb ;  and  la  prepared  to  Jnedff 
hit  ooBdoet,  aa  fiv  aa  the  Honaa  Ja  eonoariMd,  by 
pnwf  and  argaaMnL 

The  seoond  intem^atorj  waa  then  put  to  the 
acoaaed  by  the  Sfkakkb,  aa  foUowi : 

Do  yon  admit  or  deny  that  the  nid  asaanlt  and 
beating  were  done  for  and  oo  aeeoant  <^  words 
q>oken  by  the  aald  Stanberrj  In  the  Booia  of  Bap* 
reaentatiree  In  debate  f 

To  which  the  aocoaed  relied  that  the  re- 
•ponae  given  to  the  first  interrogatory  embraced 
•n  anawer  to  the  Moond,  «id  he  deoUned  giving 
any  other. 

Mr.  Datis,  of  Uaasaehnaetta,  allnding  to  the 
■heenoe  of  Mr.  Staitbkbbt,  moved  uat  the 
forthw  prosecatlon  of  the  tt^  be  mu|»ended 
nnUl  to-morroWf  at  twelre  o^oloek. 

Mr,  Yancii  stated  tiiat  Mr.  QrAmxKr  was 
able  to  attend  whenerer  it  night  be  neoesaary. 

The  motioo  vu  i«reed  to. 

Mr.  Honaton  ud  ms  oonnsel  having  retired, 

Mr.  Datis,  on  aooonnt  of  ill  health,  requested 
to  be  excused  from  serring  on  the  oranmittee 
^>pointed  to  snperintend  tue  examination  of 
witnesses,  and  was  ezcnsed  acoordinf^y. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Datu,  Mr.  JoMph  Gales, 
JimtOT,  was  appointed  to  tike  down  tba  teiti- 
numy. 


Thdbsdat,  April  19. 
Om  qf  Samuel  Boutton. 

The  Spiakks  informed  the  House  that  nnder 
the  resolution  adopted  yesterdi^,  Mr.  Ghues  had 
consented  to  aot  w  stenognftlMr  aa  the  trial  of 
Bamnd  Houston. 

The  hour  of  twdre  having  arrived, 

Mr.  Houston  was  again  fdaoed  at  the  bar. 

The  Sfsaku  asked  him  if  he  was  ready  to 
proceed  in  the  bial,  and  be  answered  in  the 
afflrmaUve;  whereupon, 

Mr.  OouLTEB,  from  the  Committee  on  I^vi- 
leges^  moved  that  Mr.  BrairBBniT  be  now 
sworn,  and  celled  qpon  for  his  testimony. 

The  motion  bang  agreed  to^  Mr.  STAHsnBT 
was  swwn,  in  the  usual  form,  to  testify,  Ac 

[The  testimony  in  the  case  is  spread  on  the 
Jooroal  of  the  House.  In  the  following  notices 
of  the  trial,  such  parts  of  the  testimony  only 
are  introduced  as  are  neoessaiy  to  elucidate  the 
debate  on  the  different  questions  which  arose.] 

Mr.  Btanbbkbt  testified  as  follows : 

On  the  of  this  month,  Mr.  Gave  Jomraoir, 
a  member  of  this  Hoase,  presented  to  me  a 
note  from  Mr.  Houston,  which  I  IjeUeve  is  now 
in  possession  of  my  oolleagae,  (Mr.  ChmaHToir, 
of  Ohio,)  which  I  request  may  be  handed  to 
the  Chair  so  that  It  may  be  read. 

The  letter  waa  handed  to  the  Chair,  and  waa 
raad,  and  is  as  li[dlowa : 


iiraoL,  1883. 

Wisstimov  Crrr,  AprU  S,  18SS. 

Sib  :  I  have  seen  some  remarlcs  In  the  JITatioaat 
Jntdtigenett  of  the  Sd  instant,  in  wliteh  you  are  rep- 
resented  to  have  said,  "  Waa  the  late  Seen>tar7  of 
War  removed  In  eooseqaenee  of  his  attempt  frandit 
lently  to  dve  to  Governor  Houston  theeontraetto 
Indian  rations  t" 

The  otffect  of  tUs  note  is  to  ascertda  wbete 
my  name  was  nsed  by  fyon]  in  debate ;  sod,  if 
so,  whether  your  renuuu  mts  been  eonecUj 
quoted. 

As  the  remarks  were  inserted  in  anUelpatioa  of 
their  regular  place,  *'  I  hope  vou  wiH  fiira  it  oca- 
venient  to  reply  without  d^y." 

I  an,  your  nost  obedUent  servant, 

SAMUEL  HODSTOer. 
Hon.  WiLUAx  SriannBT,  Jf.  C. 

That  letter  was  presented  to  me  in  this  HsU 
I  do  not  remember  whether  the  seeaon  of  the 
House  had  commenced  or  not ;  and  a  desire 
waa  expressed  by  Hx.  Jtmratw  for  a  spesdy 
answer  to  it.  On  the  same  day  I  wrote  aa 
answer,  dated  the  4th  of  April,  but  not  pre- 
sented  nntil  next  dar;  which  I  handed  to  w. 
Obuobtov^  requesting  Mr.  GaDonros,  before 
presenting  it,  to  ascert^n  whether  Mr.  Joaxsox 
was  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  note 
of  Mr.  Houston.  That  letter  I  widi  to  hava 
read  for  the  infonnaticMi  dt  the  House. 

The  lettw  was  read,  and  is  as  fbUows : 

«  Hall  or  BmnDoninvis,  April  4, 1831. 

"Bib:  I reerived Uils morning  yoor hands,  » 
note  ngned  Samuel  Houston,  quotbg  from  ua 
JfatiotuU  Intelliaerietr  of  the  Sd  instant,  a  remaA 
mads  by  me  In  toe  House.  Hie  oljeet  of  the  note 
is  *  to  ascertain  whether  Hr.  Honston's  name  wu 
used  by  me  in  debate  and  whether  aiy  remarks 
were  correctly  qnoted.* 

*' I  cannot  rsoognlie  the  ri|^  of  Hr.  Honston  to 
make  tUs  request  Very  respeotfUly,  years,  As. 

**  WILLIAK  SrlimERKT. 

**  The  Hon.  Oats  Johhsok." 

Mr.  Obbobtox,  I  understand,  presented  the 
note  which  has  lieen  read,  to  Mr.  Jomreox,  in 
this  HaU.  Some  time  on  the  same  day,  Mr. 
JoHKSOX  came  to  me,  and,  after  lamentiDg  I 
had  not  thought  fit  to  address  an  answer  (o  mx. 
Houston,  said  that,  after  consultation  wUh  im 
Mends,  he  had  oome  to  the  determtnatkm  to 
have  nothiw  ftirther  to  do  with  the  matter 
himsd^  and  had  handed  the  note  to  Hr.  Hous- 
ton, to  take  his  own  course.  On  the  evemng 
of  the  day  onwhichlreoeivedthenotefitanUr. 
Houston,  and  before  sending  the  answer,  I  bad 
a  coQSoltalion  with  some  of  my  fHands,  who 
agreed  with  me  upon  the  answer  which  wai 
sent.  It  was  tiie  opinion  of  cme  of  my  fii<nds 
(Mr,  Ewraa,  of  Ohio)  that  it  was  proper  I  should 
be  armed ;  that,  immediately  upon  the  recep- 
tion  of  my  note,  Mr.  Houston  would  probawy 
make  an  assault  upon  me.  Mr.  Ewnra  aoooc^ 
ingly  procured  for  me  a  pair  of  pistols  and  a 
^k ;  and  on  the  morning  on  which  the  answer 
was  sent,  I  was  prepared  to  meet  Ifr.  Houston, 
if  be  should  assault  me,  Li  the  eraiiig^  at 
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mj  lodgings,  I  reoeived  a  note  from  a  gentle- 
num  of  the  name  of  KcCarty,  of  Indiana,  (not 
the  member  of  this  Honae,)  informing  me  that 
he  had  something  of  importanoe  which  he 
wished  to  communioate.  Subseqnentlj,  he 
told  me  that,  being  in  the  room  of  Ur.  Tipton, 
of  Indiana^  he  had  neard  some  gentleman  whose 
name  be  did  not  mention,  declare  he  had  heard 
Houston  say  that  he  intended  to  shoot  me  in 
the  street,  and  to  have  a  man,  whose  name,  I 
believe,  was  Aimstroiu,  of  Tennessee,  in  oom- 
panjr  irith  him.  Hr.  HoOarty,  I  believe,  com- 
rannioated  the  same  Infivmation  to  Mr,  Ewmo, 
who  oame  to  the  Honse  with  me  next  da7,  and 
I  was  prepared  with  mj  pistols  cocked  to  de- 
fend myself;  bat  I  did  not  meet  with  Mr. 
Hooaton  that  day,  though  I  saw  him  within 
the  House.  I  upected  every  time  I  went  ont 
o^  or  came  into,  this  Hall,  to  meet  him,  and  I 
was  always  prepared  for  each  an  event  My 
ol^eot  in  desiring  the  company  of  Mr.  Ewmo, 
was  to  have  a  respectable  witness  presentwho 
was  not  to  interfere  between  me  and  Mr.  Hous- 
ton, ualess  Us  own  jiulgment  shonld  dictate  it 
I  was  unwilling  that  any  thing  between  us 
should  depend  upon  the  temmoiv  of  sobh  wit* 
nesses  as  Mr.  Houston  might  have  in  his  com- 
pany. I  ccmtinned  prepared  for  the  expected 
meeting  until  I  began  to  think  either  that  Mr. 
Houston  never  had  an  intention  to  attack  me, 
or  had  relinquished  it ;  bat  still  kept  a  pistol  in 
my  pocket  On  Friday  night,  at  eight  oVlock, 
(premising  that  I  reside  at  Mn.  Qoeen'a,  on  the 
Eonth  ride  of  the  Avenue,)  I  left  MnL  Queen's, 
crossed  the  Avenue,  and  stepped  on  the  side- 
walk near  Mr.  Elliot's,  having  one  pistol  in  my 
pocket  not  cocked,  having  no  expectation  of 
meeting  Mr.  Honston.  At  the  moment  of 
sUwing  <m  tin  ridewaU^  Abr.  Houston  Bt9od 
bwveme.  I  think  he  oalud  ma  Iv  my  name, 
and  instantly  strook  me  wUb  tiie  miKlgemi  he 
had  in  his  hand  with  great  violence^  and  he  re- 
peated the  blow  while  I  was  down ;  he  struck 
me  repeatedly  with  great  violence.  I  was 
either  Knocked  down  or  thrown  in  the  scuffle, 
I  do  not  know  which ;  while  down,  taming  on 
my  right  ^Me,  I  got  my  hand  in  my  pocket,  and 
got  my  pistol  and  cooked  it ;  X  watched  an  op- 
pcHlmu^  while  he  was  striking  me  witii  great 
violraoe,  and  pulled  the  trigger,  ahning  at  his 
breast ;  the  pistol  did  not  go  on :  I  thought  it 
did  not  snu>,  but  I  have  since  understood  it  did. 
He  -wrested  the  pistol  from  my  hand,  and,  after 
some  mart  Uows,  he  left  m&  In  reply  to 
something  which  I  said^  I  do  not  distinctly  rec- 
ollect what,  Hoaston  sud  "  I  had  assuled  him, 
and  that  he  woiild  be  answeraUe  to  the  laws  of 
Ids  ooontrjr  for  what  he  had  done." 

Qtmtio*  tlu  eommitt«».~W*B  uy  person  or 
persoas  present  with  Mr.  Houston,  or  near  to  him, 
when  the  blow  was  flist  inflicted  t 

Atuwr. — ^There  was  one  ladiTidnal;  the  tiansao- 
tioD  was  so  hurried,  and  the  asiaaUwas  so  Immedi- 
ate, that  I  did  not  recog&iie  him ;  the  blow  was 
inmoted  by  Honston  instantty  en  my  reeognidog 


him.  I  think  tiiere  was  another  with  Um,  bnt  he 
appeared  to  mo  to  be  standhig  stiH 

[After  some  flirtiier  evidenoe  by  lb.  S.] 
QuBttion  tki  aeeuatd  (to  Mr.  £Kmi«rry.)— 
TbMe  remsrkfl,  thus  published,  impute  a  flraud  to 
the  scoosed ;  had  yoa  then,  or  have  you  now,  any 
and  what  evidenoe  of  the  correctness  of  such  im- 
putation? 

To  this  Interrogatory  Mr.  Dioeboit,  one  of  the 
members  from  the  State  of  New  Tork,  objected. 

And  the  question  being  taken — ^"  Shall  the 
sidd  interrogatory  be  put?"  it  passed  fat  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  101,  nays  88. 

Mr.  Staxbkut  then  proceeded  to  answer  aa 
follows : 

**  It  wu  no  part  of  myintentioa  to  impute  fVaud 
to  General  Houston.  Qbi  name  was  mentioned, 
merely  that  the  transaction  to  which  I  alluded 
might  be  identified.  I  intended  to  malce  a  chane 
i^Dst  the  late  Secretarr  of  War,  and  agilnat  ue 
I^endent,  if  he  had  a  knowledge  of  the  contem- 
plated fraud  and  did  net  disapprove  of  it" 

Mr.  Pattov  suggested  that  the  witness  ought 
not  to  proceed  any  Airther,  As  he  denied  all 
intention  vS  Impnting  fraud  to  the  lespondoit, 
any  reply  as  to  the  grounds  upon  which  the  im- 
putation of  frand  was  foondea  would  be  irrele- 
vant 

Mr.  Ymon  called  fir  the  rea^ng  irf  the  re- 
marks of  lb.  Stabubbt  to  which  the  inter- 
rogatory reftmd,  and  they  were  read  aooord- 

Slr.  WioEUFFB,  though  he  regretted  that  the 
interrogatory  had  been  pat,  uionght  that  it 
must  be  fully  answered. 

Mr.  Adahb  expressed  his  hope  that  t^e  g«i- 
tleman  from  Tli^nia  wogld  move  a  reomuidr 
eratiim  of  the  vote  whwh  the  House  had  or^ 
dered  the  interrogatory  to  be  put  and  answered. 
The  essential  part  of  the  answer  had  been  given, 
and  the  Honse  had  no  concern  in  the  residue. 

Mr.  Oruo  moved  that  the  witness  be  excused 
from  ihrther  answering  the  intem^atory. 

Mr.  OouLTEB  hoped  that  the  counsel  would 
consent  to  withdraw  it ;  but  if  he  should  re- 
vise, the  whole  answer  most  be  given. 

Mr.  Esv  expressed  his  willingness  to  relieve 
the  House  from  its  difficulty,  by  withdrawing 
the  interrogatory.  He  was  not  inflnenced  to 
do  this  by  any  fear  of  iniury  to  the  accused,  fw 
the  answer  ^v«i  was  that  which  of  all  otners 
he  most  desired.  But,  to  relieve  the  House,  he 
would  wiUidraw  the  interrogatory  in  its  present 
form,  and  sabstitnte  another,  inqoiring  ctf  the 
witness  whether  he  meant  to  impute  fraud  to 
the  reroondent 

Hr.  MxBOKB  observed  that  the  counsel  had 
no  right  to  withdraw  the  interrogatory. 

The  SpBazn  repUed  that  he  had  a  right  to 
ask  leave. 

It  b^ng  now  very  late,  Mr.  L.  Oojtdiot 
moved  to  pos^wne  ul  farther  proceedings  in 
this  trial  until  twelve  o^dock  to-morrow. 

The  motion  prev^ledf— and  the  House  ad- 
Jonmed. 
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Batdsdat^  April  n. 

The  Joanul  of  jerterd^  bftTius  been  read, 
Ur.  oTiJfBUBT  ezpreoied  a  wiui  to  hare  the 
unial  of  Tharad«7,  the  19th  laitant,  corrected, 
e  moved  that  the  vord  "  ocHDplainant "  in 
ocHUkeotkm  with  hit  own  name  be  atriokaii  out : 
he  did  not  with  to  wpear  as  the  oom[^a&unt 
In  this  oMe.  He  had  addresaed  a  letter  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  Hoaae,  atating  the  facte  of  the 
ease :  and  he  now  ooDBidered  thia  Honse  and 
the  naUon  aa  the  ecnnplainanta.  I  am  leaa  in- 
terested myself;  said  Mr.  8.,  than  any  other 

r arson,  as  venseance,  with  respect  to  me^  baa, 
tnut^been  fiuly  satisfied. 
If  r.  iKTiiro  saggestod  to  his  ocAeame  to  post- 
pone his  motion  for  die  present,  and  suffer  the 
trial  to  proceed. 

Ur.  Boon  objected  to  any  correction  of  the 
JonnuL  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  nation  was 
not  the  cowipUinant,  bnt  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  himaelf  atone. 

Mr.  Bfbiobt  rose  to  reqnest  the  gentleman 
from  IndUma  to  withdraw  his  motion.  All  the 
facta  had  gone  forth  to  the  world,  and  all  un- 
derstood who  waa  the  compl^nant ;  the  lan- 
goage  of  the  jonmal  was  of  little  consequence. 

lu-.  Boon  replied  that  the  remarks  of  his 
friend  from  North  Carolina  were  so  forcible 
thai  he  would  withdraw  his  ol^Jection. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Korth  Carolina,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sabmit  the  following  resolution : 

**Suolmd,  That  no  maaberof  tbeHovM.eio8pt 

the  comnUtfaM  appointed  for  thm  managenwDt  ot 
the  trial  now  pending  before  the  House,  be  permit- 
tod  to  discoBS  qaesUoni  pertiining  to  the  trial  of 
Samoel  Houston,  until  Oie  examlnstioD  of  witnesses 
Is  dosed ;  that  all  qnestions  be  propouoded  through 
the  oommlttee  In  writing,  and  tut  the  members 
of  the  committee  alone,  on  the  part  of  tbe  Boose, 
be  allowed  to  object  to,  or  discnsa,  tbe  relevancy 
or  irrevelsncy  of  testimony,  thus  precluding  any 
ftirtber  debate  aptm  tbe  dedslon  of  snob  quesUoos 
Of  ^eotionB.'' 

Ur.  BiBD  said  that,  to  vroiA  nieleas  diBona- 
aion,  he  would  move  to  by  tfw  raaolntion  on 
tbe  table. 

Mr.  Hau,  on  that  qneation,  asked  tbe  yoaa 

and  nays. 

Mr.  WioELim  adced  Mr.  Bud  to  iri&drftw 

the  motion  for  a  moment 

Mr.  RuD  having  consented, 

Mr.  WioxLim  offered  a  modifloatiMi  of  the 
resolntioa. 

Mr.  Hall  said  that,  as  the  modification  ob- 
viated the  difficulty  he  wished  to  nmedj,  he 
would  withdraw  bis  restdntion. 

[After  a  desultory  debate  of  some  duration,*  Mr. 
Wicxum  withdrew  bismodtfisation.] 

The  Hooae  a4)o°™«<l> 


IfoiRUT,  April  SS. 
Cbss    AmmmI  .fiMeik 

Mr.  Houston  was  pnt  to  the  bar,  and  UtB  ex- 
amination of  witnesses  resumed. 

The  Hon.  Fkux  Gbuiidt,  the  Hon.  Kr.  Bucc 
mn,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tinov,  of  the  Senat^ 
Dr.  Haw,  and  Mr.  fihaw,  were  aarrerallr  ez- 
amlned. 

The  examination  being  dosed,  and  tt»  testi- 
mony having  been  read  to  the  wiineeM^ 

The  ftarther  hearing  of  the  case  wm  poa^onei 
to  eteren  o'dock  U>manmw. 


VMDmDAT,  April  ifk 
Com  ^Samuel  Bamtm, 

The  case  of  Samoel  Hoaiton  again  eoidag  19 
for  hearing, 

Ur.  DowBiMi  moved  to  postoooe  fbrOier 
prooeedings  in  tke  trial  nntii  Frwli^  next,  at 
twelve  o^dook.  Be  aidd  Hiat  he  understood 
all  the  testimony  had  been  taken,  and  that  he 
had  OMunilted  the  eoonsel  of  the  aoeosed,  who 
had  no  objections  to  sadi  a  course.  He  should 
aootnnpany  his  mt^on  witii  anoAerto  jviot 
the  testimony,  wishing  the  House  to  possess 
that  prepantion  wluch  might  oimdnoe  to  pre- 
vent much  oonsumpti<Hi  of  time  in  osdess  de- 
bate. Anotiier  reason  for  his  motion  was  a 
wish  not  to  interfere  with  the  bn^Mss  of  tiw 
IHsMctctf  Colombia.  There  wwe  two  raeaswes 
bi  particolar  which  wore  of  great  intmst,  and 
on  wUdi  he  belied  the  Honae  would  est  fimr- 
aldy :  one  was  the  UU  ia  fartberanee  of  the 
aquednel  above  Qeorgetown ;  tibe  other  was 
that  fw  the  bridge  over  the  Potomac  Htbs 
House  was  to  act  at  all  on  these  bills.  It  nul 
act  aoon,  that  tbe  early  part  <tf  tbe  Mnnmer 
might  be  ooeupled  in  pnneoating  flie  proposed 
worlu. 

The  motion  was  afterwards  withdrawn,  ind 
tbe  ease  otmtinDed  till  to-morrow. 


ImnmDATf  April  96. 

T£x.  Ej>T,  eoonsel  for  the  aoeosed,  rose,  and 
addressed  tiie  House  as  follows :  The  duty  I  su 
now  to  disohai^ge,  tit  sobmitUos  tbe  defoioe  of 
Samud  HousUm  to  this  hcmoraUe  House,  would 
be  a  fiv  lighter  one  to  tbe  House  ud  to  myed^ 
if  I  coold  consider  this  the  case  f^Samnd  Hoos- 
ton  alone.  I  ooold  find,  in  the  Acts  of  tliis  case, 
admitting,  to  its  fiillest  extent,  the  power  as- 
serted ag^unst  him,  a  most  sofficioit  defcDce. 
But,  this  cuise  cannot  fiul  to  have  eonse- 
qoences,  for  good  or  for  evil,  ext^iding  to  di»> 
^t  days,  when  the  acoosed  and  all  around  bim 
may  be  forgotten.  It  is  thought  to  a^et  the 
high  privileges  of  this  great  House ;  and  it  is 
certain  that  it  affects  tbe  still  higher  pririlegcs 
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of  a  itOl  greater  Itoow— tbe  people  of  this  greet 
repnUte. 

I  can  expnm  no  regret  that  my  client  has 
been  plaoed  in  his  present  sltaetion.  Altboogh 
it  maj  be  in  HHne  dimree  hnmUiating  to  stand 
at  the  bar  erea  of  tbia  high  tribunal,  for  trial 
as  an  offender,  mj  client,  I  know,  feels  no  snob 
regret.  I  apeak  in.  referenpe  to  his  trial  fix  the 
act  eomplauied  of  in  this  place.  That  act  he 
would  not  aeek  to  Jnstiiy  bj  the  etaiot  and  per- 
fect rule  of  dnty  prescribed  to  ns,  thongb  he 
hopea  it  will  be  Annd  aa  nmch  oonfbnned  to  it 
as  the  inflrmi^  of  hanuu  nature  will  allow. 
But  he  looln  to  the  eonseqoenceB  of  calling  it 
In  question  here,  and  therefore  deems  the  place 
he  now  fills,  like  the  station  he  has  been  osed 
to  fill — a  post  of  honor :  nor  can  I  hare  an^ 
fear  that  it  ia,  like  the  stations  he  has  been  used 
to  fill,  a  poet  of  danger.  He  is  proud,  as  an 
American  citizen,  to  stand  here,  representing 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  whose  rights,  be 
trusts,  will  be  vindicated  in  his  person.  And  I 
am  proud,  as  an  American  lawyer,  to  stand  by 
flooh  a  man,  insaoh  aoause.  oonld  1  hope 
to  impress  upon  the  ndnds  of  others  the  strong 
feelings  ana  ooarletiMia  of  my  own;  could  I 
riiow,  aa  I  aee  and  feel  them,  the  importance  of 
the  questiona  aiinng  from  the  imeent  proceed- 
ing and  the  danger  to  our  free  institutions  from 
maintaining  the  power  here  assumed,  I  should 
consider  thn  the  proudest  and  most  grati^ing 
hour  of  my  life ;  as  one  in  which  I  was  per- 
mitted to  do  something,  in  my  day  and  genera- 
tion, to  show  my  thannolneas  to  the  ProTidenoe 
that  has  been  pleased  to  oast  my  lot  in  a  land 
of  law  and  liberty.  And  though  I  may  and 
must  &il  to  do  this,  yet  it  gives  me  confidence 
to  know  that  hetOy  among  the  representatives 
of  the  American  people,  ^e  great  principles  of 
the  oDDstittttion,  now  in  oODtrora^y,  cannot  fiUl, 
however  feebly  I  may  maintain  toon,  to  find 
able  and  ready  defenders. 

In  the  course  oCBn<di  atrial  as  the  preseutjit 
can  scarcely  be  matter  of  complunt  or  surprise 
that  some  things  may  occur  to  interfere  with 
the  Uir  consideration  of  the  cause,  and  proper 
to  be  noticed  and  laid  out  of  the  way  in  the 
diacus^ou.  Some  things  may  be  done  to  excite 
^vjudioe,  by  the  mlstakea  of  its  advocates,  and 
some  by  those  of  others.  Some  such  thinm 
have  occurred  in  this  case,  on  some  of  which 
I  will  briefly  remark. 

One  of  them  ooncema  myseUl  I  have  under- 
stood that  I  have  been  thought  to  have  ii^jnred 
xnj  oooae,  br  attempting  to  challenge  Ibr  cause 
an  h<»orable  member  w  this  Hous&  who  was 
aapposed  to  have  fbrmed,  and  publicly  ex- 
pressed, an  opinion  upon  the  caae,  unlkvorable 
to  the  accused. 

Let  not  this  drcnmstance  pngndice  my  client 
It  was  my  own  act,  and  from  my  own  su^es- 
tiou.  I  uiou^t  it  my  client's  right,  and,,  con- 
sequently, my  duty.  I  hope  I  also  may  be  ex- 
cused if,  in  my  ignorance  of  this  dark  subject, 
parliamentary  law,  I  thought  the  rules  of  pro- 
eeeding  in  uie  tribnula  to  which  I  had  been 
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accustomed,  intended  to  secure  to  every  man  a 
isnd  impartial  trial,  might  be  applicable 
here.  I  must,  however,  in  frankness,  acknowl- 
edge tiiat  when  I  thought  it  possible  the  Eonao 
might  dedde  tiiat  they  had  no  power  to  allow 
the  accused  the  benefit  of  such  a  role,  it  seemed 
to  me  that  such  a  decision  of  the  question 
would  be  a  most  apt  illustration  of  the  argu- 
ment I  am  hereafter  to  offer,  to  show  that  utifl 
House  was  not  a  proper  tribunal  for  such  pro- 
ceedings. 

There  is  another  thing  on  which  I  can  hardly 
trust  m^rself  to  speak— w  whioh  I  might  justly 
complain. 

What  oiwht  to  be  the  course  of  the  puUio 
press,  in  reference  to  a  case  like  the  present  t 
— the  {ffess,  the  nrivileged  guardian  o!  the 
people^s  rights.  When  the  question  is  between 
the  rights  of  the  many  and  the  privil^es  at  the 
few;  when  the  citizen's  personal  liberty  is 
about  to  be  a£footed  by  a  new  process,  and  a 
great  question,  as  to  constitutional  rights  and 
restraints,  is  to  be  tried,  we  might  e^eot  that 
the  press,  if  not  the  advocate  of  free  principles, 
wonm  at  least  be  neutral.  Surely  we  nught 
expect  that  nothing  would  be  done  to  inflame 
the  pnblio  and  the  Judges  against  the  accused, 
and  to  [nvrent  the  calm,  dignified,  and  impar- 
tial oonsideration  due  to  Bn<^  a  cause. 

Yet  the  press  has  pursued,  as  to  this  case,  a 
cause  exactly  the  contrary  to  that  which  it 
owed  to  the  accused,  to  itself,  and  to  the  pub- 
lic; and  this  has  been  done  by  that  press, 
which,  from  its  connection  with  this  Houbcl 
was,  perhaps,  the  most  capable  to  injure,  and 
oertahily  the  most  bound  to  protect.  So  tiiat 
we  have  seen  that  while  the  accused  was  held 
in  silent  and  submissive  4^rance  by  one  of  the 
officers  of  this  House,  another  of  its  officers  was 
daily  pouring  upon  him  all  the  overflowing  ot 
hia  wrath,  uid  ixAng  every  thing  to  excite  a 
degree  of  mdignation  agfunst  him,  which  should 
make  the  fur  hearing  of  his  cause  impoenble. 
It  18  difficult  to  suppose  that  these  efibrts  have 
been  wholly  without  effect. 

The  accused  has  been  represented  as  a  man 
of  violence  and  Uood,  eonsoions  of  saperior 
strength,  lying  in  wait  as  an  assasmn ;  in  per- 
sonal vi^or  as  a  Hercules.  These  exaggerated 
descriptions  of  his  character  have  been  wholly 
unconfirmed  by  the  proof;  and  whatever  the 
appearance  of  his  person  might  indicate,  he  U 
shown  to  be  a  weak  and  usabled  man,  not 
likely  to  be  tempted  to  violence  by  the  asmr- 
anoe  (tf  snooeas. 

He  had  once,  indeed,  an  arm  fit  to  execute 
the  strong  impulses  of  a  brave  heart — bnt  that 
arm  be  had  given  to  his  country.  On  the  field 
of  one  of  her  most  perilous  batUes  it  had  been 
raised  in  her  defence — and  on  that  field  it  had 
fallen,  crushed  and  mangled  to  his  side. 

Hercules,  too,  could  not  be  painted  without 
his  club— and  language  could  hardly  be  found 
to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  terrific  weap- 
on with  wliioh  this  assassin  was  armed.  I 
thought  it  proper  that)  instead     the  j^otore^ 
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the  olQb  itself  ihoiild  iw  exhibited.  The  HoQBe 
have  seen  it;  «nd  I  conld  not  help  remembering, 
on  seeing  an  honorable  gentleman  measuring 
it,  and  oompariog  it  with  nia  finger,  the  vener- 
ftble  Jodge  who  ia  aaid  to  have  presented  his 
thnmb  to  show  liie  dimensions  td  tiie  stick 
with  which,  In  those  strange  old  timesjOie  law 
allowed  a  man  to  ctiastiae  his  wife.  Wbether 
previons  impressions  have  been  made  to  the 
aiBadvantaffe  of  the  accused,  I  will  hope,  have 
been  already  removed  hj  the  evidence,  ana  shall 
proceed  to  consider  what  is  the  charge  against 
mm,  what  is  the  law,  and  what  are  the  facts  to 
oondemn  him.  For  on;  distinct  charge  agwnat 
him,  I  have  looked  in  vain  ttiroagh  all  these 
proceedings.  The  warrant  states  no  caose,  and 
the  resolntion  ordering  it  is  equally  indefinite. 
In  the  coarse  of  procMding  marked  ont  by  the 
oomAittee,  and  adopted  by  the  Honse,  he  is 
called  to  answer  qaestions,  but  iminformed  as 
to  his  oBSenco.  £vwi  now,  whm  I  am  called 
upon  for  his  defenois  I  iBi  pnt  to  ooi^Jectnre 
what  charge  I  am  to  defend  hui  agunst.  The 
principal  charge,  I  snppose,  Is  the  violation  of 
a  member's  privilege  by  an  assault  for  words 
spoken  in  detwte.  Bnt  I  have  been  obliged  to 
see,  in  the  coarse  of  the  inqniry,  two  other 
charges  showing  occadonally  tneir  little  heads 
nnder  these  prMeedings.  Of  these,  of  coarse, 
I  mast  say  a  few  words. 

The  oomplunt  of  the  member  assaulted,  and 
some  puts  of  bis  evidence,  seem  to  pat  the 
breach  of  privilege  upon  the  oircamstonce  of 
his  beingprevented,  by  the  oonsequmees  of  the 
Bssaolt,  from  attending  to  his  dntiea  in  tbe 
House.  It  ma^  be  urged,  therefore,  that  his 
offence  consists  in  his  having  thus  obstmcted  a 
member  in  the  discharge  m  his  duty.  I  will 
<Hily  say  to  this,  that  such  a  doctrine  woald  be 
making  criminal,  not  the  act,  nor  the  intent 
with  which  it  was  committed,  but  the  conse- 
qaenoes  following  it ;  so  that  whether  the  as- 
sault was  pnuishable  here,  would  depend  en- 
tirely upon  its  violation.  If  it  prevailed  the 
members  attecdaoce  upon  the  House,  it  would 
be  a  contempt  ;  otherwise,  not. 

This  doctnne  also  woold  make  any  other  act, 
if  It  prevented  the  member's  attendance,  a  con- 
tempt ;  and  this  mi|^t  he  done  by  a  threat — 
nay,  by  an  act  of  eonrte^r. 

It  would  also  appear  from  one  of  the  gues- 
tioas  proposed  and  one  of  Uie  answers  of  the 
witness,  and  the  correction  afterwards  made  of 
it,  that  it  may  lie  supposed  the  off&noe  consists 
in  the  assault's  being  made  on  the  mem1>er 
when  on  his  way  to  make  inquiries  of  what  had 
been  said  of  him  in  the  House ;  that  this  was 
official  business ;  and  that  it  la  a  breach  of  privi- 

Xto  assault  a  member  when  engaged  on 
iftl  duty. 

I  need  only  to  say  that  if  such  is  the  law  of 
oontempta,  and  snoh  a  business  is  oflMal  and 
within  the  protection  of  privilege,  it  is  diffloalt 
to  oonodve  what  a  member  m^y  do  that  would 
not  be  oovwed  by  privilege.  It  ta  siUd  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  know  what  was  done  in 
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the  House,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  disdiai^ 
his  duty,  and  that  in  going  to  make  saoh  in- 
qairy  it  was  neoessary  he  shonld  be  protected. 
Bo  it  is  necessary,  to  enable  him  to  discharge 
his  duty  here,  that  he  should  take  rest  and  re- 
freshment :  and  this  would  make  privilege  a 
shidd  by  day  and  night,  and  a  member  ooold 
at  no  time  or  plaoe  g^  from  under  it.  I 
also  remind  the  Honse  that  the  member  him- 
self on  this  oooa^on,  (and  he  surely  was  the 
best  judge,)  was  of  opinion  that  the  visit  be 
was  paying  when  assaulted,  was  not  an  official 
act ;  for  wnen  asked  if  he  was  then  engaged  ia 
any  official  duty,  his  reply  was  in  the  negative, 
though  he  seemed  afterwards  inclined  to  thick 
that  it  was  such  an  act  as  privilege  might  be 
stretched  to  cover.  I  cannot  think  it  neoessaiy 
to  say  more  as  to  tbeae  6hai:ges,  if  indeed  any 
such  shonld  be  urged.  And  that  to  whidi  I 
presume  the  House  iMtOj  looks,  and  whieb 
alone  I  diall  eondder,  ia  this— an  aasanlt  omn- 
initted  on  a  member  for  words  qxdmn  in  de- 
bate. Has  this  House  power  to  irj  andpniu^ 
such  an  act  t  Are  there  facta  proved,  to  show 
snoh  an  act  oommitted  f  And  first  as  to  the 
law,  has  this  House  the  power  to  try  and  pimish 
an  assault  oonunitted  on  a  member,  oat  of  the 
Honse  and  not  daring  ita  session,  for  words 
spoken  in  debate  ?  To  what  extant  this  House 
has  the  power  of  proceeding  for  contempts,  may 
be  a  question  of  difficult ;  all  I  need  do,  and 
all  I  mean  to  do,  is  to  show  that  they  have  not 
the  power  to  the  extent  I  have  jnst  stated. 

It  has  been  gravely  questioned  whetiwrit  has 
the  power  to  any  extent  \  whether  It  can  even 
pnn&h  a  ocmtempt  oc»nmitted  ni  ita  pnamx. 

Thu  I  shall  D(»disoass,bnt  take  it  forgract* 
ed  that,  to  thiU.  extent,  it  may  be  necessary,  and 
therefore  proper,  to  prevent  interrmitioas  to 
its  deliberations  by  confining  each  ofEttiders. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that,  uf  the  power  be  ad- 
mitted as  to  offences  oommitted  in  the  presence 
and  to  the  interruption  of  the  House,  such  ad' 
mission  proves  the  possessiw  of  the  poww,  and 
that  it  can  only  be  limited  by  the  dueretion  trf 
the  House. 

There  ia  jnst  reason  and  Ugh  antiioritir  (or 
sa<^  a  dutinotion  for  limiting  it  to  acts  of  in- 
terraption,  and  denying  it  b^ond  these  lim- 
its. 

It  w  obvious  that  there  may  be  a  neoeanty 
for  the  power  in  such  cases,  uiat  cannot  exist 
in  others  where  there  is  no  interruption.  Tbe 
House  may  also  exerdse  It  over  acts  committed 
in  its  presence,  and  as  to  which  it  can  judge 
immediatdy  with  fiar  more  ease  than  over  acts 
committed  at  a  distano^  requiring  proof 
of  witnesses,  and  such  investj^tions  of  ^ 
puted  facts  as  must  nrevent  its  dischaise  of  tbe 
more  important  ana  urgent  dntiea  of  le^slar 
tion. 

FurtiMR,  some  limitation  of  the  power,  it 
must  be  allowed,  is  possible  and  proper ;  aaa  if 
it  is  not  confined  to  immediate  acta  of  intern^ 
tion,  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  imposBbl^ta 
prera^  anj  other  limit. 
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In  England,  tlie  tro  HonsM  of  Parliament 
bdd  H  as  an  nnlimfted,  nndeflnable,  and  ezoln- 
rive  power,  and  thej  have  used  it  (as  snch 
power  will  erer  be  nsed)  to  oppress  the  people 
and  di^ace  themselTeB.  They  have  forced  the 
courts  to  sanotton  it,  threatening,  seizing,  and 
imprisoning  the  jndgeis,  till  thej  agreed  to  leave 
the  law  of  Parliament  to  the  Parliament,  and  de- 
termined to  be  utterly  ignorant  upon  the  sabject. 
By  this  efficaciooB  mode  of  teachmg,  the  English 
jndgeshare  become  enligbtenffll  into  a  state  of  to- 
tal darkness  as  to  the  doctrine  of  contempts ;  and 
the  victims  of  parliamentary-  persecntion,  who 
aiwealed  to  them,  were  sent  back  to  th«r  im- 
prisonment, the  judges  declining  to  look  Into 
the  offences  fbr  vhioh  tiiey  were  committed, 
dedariw  that  it  was  nnneoeBsary  for  them  to 
inquire  mto  tin  nature  of  the  contempt,  because 
it  b<^onged  to  the  Ua^arliamentaria,  and  they 
could  not  understand  it.  Snch  was  the  case  oS 
Alexander  Hurray,  in  1  Wil.  (p.  299,)  and  snch 
the^ypinion  of  all  the  judges.  This  man  was  a 
close  prisoner  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  a 
ocmtempt.  He  was  denied  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
and  all  mtercourse  with  bis  niends.  His  health 
was  safTering  tttm  his  confinement,  and  a  phy- 
sician was  not  allowed  to  visit  him,  but  upon 
tiie  qiecial  order  of  the  House.  He  was  brought 
hetinre  the  ooltrt  by  Ao.  eor.  It  was  urged  for 
him  that  a  British  snlfjeot  conld  not  be  suffered 
to  peridi  in  imialflomnent,  without  a  talol,  or 
Inquiry  into  Ibe  offence  for  which  he  was  com- 
mitted. It  was  determined  to  be  out  of  the 
power  of  the  court  to  interfere,  and  he  was 
sent  back  to  Ms  confinement. 

I  have  not  referred  to  this  case  on  account 
of  its  peculiar  enormity.  Many  others,  of  far 
neater  oppres^on,  might  have  been  adduced. 
But  it  is  dted  in  a  more  recent  case,  that  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  in  14tb  East,  by  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  and  mentioned,  "  with  a  slight  tmali- 
fieation  ot  an  expression  from  one  of  the  judges, 
-with  approbation.'*  In  this  case  also  it  is  ac- 
knowledged that  there  had  been  an  English 
jndge,  (and  that  Judge  was  Lord  Holt,)  utde- 
pendent  enou^^  to  oeolare  his  opinion  of-par- 
liftmentary  pnvilege^  and  to  limit  its  power  to 
offences  committed  in  the  presence  of  the  House. 
His  views  of  this  doctrine  may  be  also  seen  in 
ad  Ld.  Ray.  938— 1st  ditto,  10— and  a  note  to 
the  latter  case  shows  the  means  used  to  teach 
him  to  think  more  reverently  of  parliamentary 
privileges. 

There  is  a  judicial  decision  of  the  highest 
court  of  our  own  country,  going  thus  far,  and 
no  farther.  The  constltunon  of  Marjland  (12 
sec.)  also  thus  limita  the  privil^ea  their  legis- 
lative bodies,  and  I  have  been  unable  to  find,  in 
any  State,  a  proeeoutlon  like  the  present.  It 
-  cannot,  therefore,  I  think,  be  ar|;ued  that  there 
is  any  iuoonsistonay  in  admittmg  the  piower 
within  the  limits  I  have  stated,  and  denying  it 
beyond  them.  I  proceed  then  to  inquire  where 
this  House  got  the  power,  whatever  it  may  he, 
which  it  asserts  in  the  presoit  proceedings, 
we  can  ascertain  .thu,    nuy  aerre  to  ahov  iul 


[a  09  8. 

if  not  what  the  power  is,  yet,  at  least,  what  it 
is  not 

If  I  am  told  that  it  Is  an  inherent  inddmtal 
power,  taken  exneemitaU,  at  the  moment  of  its 
creation^  alike  in  origin  and  extent  to  that  of 
the  British  House  of  Commons,  I  answer,  first,  . 
that  it  is  not  claimed  to  have  been  so  taken  by 
the  British  Parliament.  It  U  claimed  there,  on 
the  ^nnd  of  grant,  by  prescription,  by  imme- 
monal  usage.  If  we  consult  Slackstone,  Coke, 
Holt's  law  of  libeL  and  Lord  EUenborough  in 
the  case  of  Sir  F.  Burdett,  we  find  various 
origins  resorted  to,  bnt  none  of  them  say  the 
Paniament  took  it,  as  inherent,  «f  neeemitat*. 
They  conjecture  that  some  old  statute,  now  loa^ 
gave  the  jwwer.  Lord  Ellenborougb  quotea 
several  andent  statutes  which  recognize,  as  he 
contends  the  exercise  of  the  power. 

This  House,  therefore,  .cannot  borrow  an 
origin  ex  neeeuitate  from  the  British  PariiamenL 
for  they  disclaim  such  an  orij^  and  labor  hard 
to  find  a  bettor. 

I  answer,  secondly,  that  if  this  House  could 
thus  get  an  origin  for  the  power,  they  conld 
not  cl^m  it  to  the  extont  in  which  it  is  held  by 
the  British  Parliament ;  for  the  extent  to  which 
it  could  be  claimed  would  be  limited  by  the  ne- 
cessity requirine  them  to  take  it,  and  the  Brit- 
ish ^iriiament,liaving  carried  it  (as  all  must 
oonfess  they  have)  for  beyond  that  neoesdty,  is 
an  abnse :  and  if  we  could  plead  their  example 
for  taking  tJie  power,  we  surdy  should  not  for 
theabuseofit  Itisplunthatwe oannotderive 
the  power,  aa  the  British  Parliament  does.  We 
can  nave  no  immemorial  usage,  no  real  or  sap- 
posed  ancient  grant,  no  lost  records. 

This  House  derives  its  e:dBtenc6  and  all  its 
powers,  whatever  they  may  be  called,  from  the 
constitution.  From  uie  words  of  that  instru- 
ment, or  by  inference  from  a  fair  construction, 
all  its  powers  must  be  derived.  It  is  declared 
by  the  Supreme  Conrtj  (4  Oranoh,  98,)  that  aa 
the  courts  are  created  oy  a  written  instrument, 
the  ccoiatltntion,  aU  their  powers  must  be  de> 
rived  from  that  source.  The  same  prindple  ap- 
plies to  tills  House. 

The  ctmstitntion  then  is  the  souroe  to  which 
the  power  must  be  traced. 

In  express  words  it  is  nowhere  given ;  many 

Sowers,  and  such  as  would  be  imiereut,  inci- 
ental,  and  necessary,  (if  any  could,)  are  f^Ten 
by  express  words ;  but  this  is  not 

If  it  is  got,  therefore,  from  whatever  part  of 
the  constitution,  it  must  be  got  by  a  necessary 
and  proper  implication.  I  li^  down  then  these 
four  propositions : 

1st  Tne  power  must  appear  to  be  necessary 
and  proper  to  this  House,  to  enable  it  to  di^ 
charge  its  consUtational  fkmctions. 

S£  It  must  not  be  inconsistent  with  other 
powers  expressly  (pven  to  other  departments  of 
the  Government 

Sd.  It  must  not  clash  with  the  express  pro- 
hibitions of  the  constitution. 

4th.  It  must  he  exercised  only  in  the  way 
preeoribed  by  the  oonstitntion. 
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Aa.  to  the  first— is  this  power  aa  now  claimed 
«  neoesaai?  and  proper  one  for  thia  Honae  ?  I 
■hall  contend  that  it  ja  nMther. 

Is  it  necessary  I — what  does  that  term  denote? 
what  is  the  degree  of  neoesuty  reqaired }  I 
know  that  in  the  case  of  Maryland  against 
HoOoUoogh,  in  4th  Wheaton,  it  is  decided  by 
the  Snimuke  Oonrt  that  any  den^e  of  neoesuty 
giv«8  Oongreaa  the  power  to  legislate.  This 
principle,  noweTer^  is  confined  to  le^dative 
aotfl,  done  in  the  or^nary  and  necessary  sphere 
of  dnty.  The  grant  of  judicial  power,  the 
power  to  panishf  would  require  a  more  strict 
oonstraction.  And  as  the  Hoose,  in  aaaoming 
this  jadicial  power,  acts  npon  its  mere  discre- 
'  tion,  and  is  onder  no  obligation  to  assume  it, 
and  it  is  moreover  a  dangerooa  power,  very 
liable  to  abase,  it  ought  to  be  made  to  show 
for  itself  a  plainer  and  greater  neeesuty.  Such 
aeema  to  have  been  the  very  Just  view  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  tiie  required  seoeaiity 
taken  by  an  aUe  and  learned  oommittea  of  thia 
HoGBe  in  the  caae  of  Russel  Jarvis ;  Utey  it 
ia  a  dangerous  power,  liable  to  abns^  and  that 
the  House  shoiud  <ni]y  exercise  it  "  m  oases  of 
strong  necesuty." 

The  inquiry  then  is,  Is  there  a  strong  neces- 
si^,  or  any  neoesuty,  for  such  interference  of 
this  House  in  a  case  like  the  present — where 
the  wrong  over  which  it  assumes  Jurisdiction 
has  been  committed  not  in  its  presence,  nor  to 
the  interruption  of  its  deliberations  ? 

The  question  is  not  whether  it  is  necessary 
saoh  an  offence  should  be  punished,  but 
whether  it  is  neoeasary  that  this  House  should 
lay  ande  ita  le^slative  dntiea,to  try  and  punish 
it 

It  Is  no  reason,  thovfore,  to  say  that  the 
Hnose  must  be  protected  from  an  interruption 
that  nuqr  be  continned  or  repeated,  beoanse 
there  is  no  intemmtion.  ^or,  that  such 
offence  should  be  punished  here  to  prevent  its 
repetition,  if  there  are  other  tribunals  whose 
duty  it  is  to  try  and  punish  such  offences.  Now, 
tiiat  our  oonrta  are  competent  to  try  all  such 
offences  as  the  present,  and  oonsider  the  oaoses 
and  circumstances  of  every  assault,  and  pun- 
ish it  accordingly,  cannot  be  doubted — and  the 
presumption  oertainly  ia  that  all  courts  and 
<^oerB  will  do  th^  daty ;  if  ao,  the  aot  will 
receive  its  proper  puniahment  without  the  inter- 
ference of  tMs  House ;  and  it  cannot,  therefore, 
be  neoeasaiy  it  should  interfere :  on  the  con- 
trary, when  we  consider  what  oQier  things  this 
House  has  to  do,  the  necesdty  seems  to  be  that 
they  should  not  do  that  w;hioh  must  prevent 
their  doing  what  it  is  necessary  they  should  do. 

It  may  fortho'  be  sud  that  even  if  the  courts 
had  not  sufficient  power,  or  were  not  sufficiently 
bound  to  try  or  punish  saoh  offences,  Congress 
can  make  them  so,  and  therefore  are  under  no 
necessity  to  assume  thejurisdiotion  themselves. 

Neither  is  it  proper.  It  can  never  be  proper, 
that  a  part?  prosecuting  for  offences  agunst 
itself  mall  lie  the  Judges  to  try  and  punish. 
ThiaHoaseohaiigaBamanirithanafEiBnoe;  the 
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members  are  the  prosecntors;  they  prodnoe 
the  evidence,  argue  the  cause  agunst  uie  pris* 
oner,  and  then  decide  whether  he  or  Hiay  are 
right  in  the  argument.  The  prisoner  isaliowed 
counsel,  but  the  privile^  of  arguing  with  his 
Judges,  and  renting  their  argument^  will  g«a- 
eraOy  be  of  little  use  to  him.  It  would  be  hard 
enough  to  have  such  fearful  odds  ag»nst  him 
in  numhera  and  talenta,  as  oppoeing  advocates; 
but  after  such  an  encounter,  to  have  to  look  to 
the  same  persiHis  fbr  Judgment,  would  preseDt 
almost  a  hopeless  prospect. 

The  counsel,  in  such  an  eo counter,  migbt 
possibly  also  meet  somethings  still  more  ftasriiil 
than  snperiw  numbers  and  talents.  There  mj 
hereafter  be,  upon  a  bench  of  two  hundred  sod 
fifty  Judges,  (of  which  this  House  will  oondstj 
sucm  a  thing  as  a  options,  impatieat  Judge.  Hs 
may  think  some  of  the  que^ons  or  arguments 
of  the  counsel  (particularly  if  they  bear  hard 
upon  the  view  he  may  wish  taken  of  the  case) 
"  trifliug,"  and  he  may  be,  aa  sooh  judges  gtur 
orally  are,  armed  with  the  most  witheiing  pow- 
ers of  rebuke  and  invective ;  and  be  nuv  be 
provoked  to  make  the  oouusel  fe^  for  sodi  an 
offence,  all  the  thunder  and  lightning  oriTjodidal 
ire.  It  is  true  that  the  inferiority  5  the  eoon- 
sel,  his  humble  and  unprivileged  ooodition,  as  a 
permitted  guest  in  this  great  Hall,  would  gen- 
erally protect  him  from  being  thus  aauuled  and 
disabled  \  but  these  oircumstaaoea,  effectually 
as  they  would  appeal  to  the  magnanimity  of  the 
high  and  the  privileged^  nught  poeubly  be 
sometimes  forgotten. 

Under  these  and  innumerable  otbra  obvious 
disadvantages,  It  mnat  appear  to  be  of  small 
consequence  to  a  prisoner  whethw  he  has  conn- 
sal  or  not,  before  a  tribunal  so  oMisUtuted.  It 
is  pl^ly  acknowledged,  even  in  Kngland,  ia 
more  modem  imd  better  times,  that  it  u  not 
proper  that  any  Hoose  should  rehresa  its  own 
wrongs.  We  find,  in  Starkie  on  Slander,  (479,j 
that  the  House  of  Oommons  has,  on  Beveral 
occasions  of  contempt,  declined  the  jorisdictioii, 
and  requested  the  prosecution  of  the  offendos 
before  the  courts.  The  author  commends  this 
course  of  the  House,  and  quotes  from  the  ad- 
dress of  the  Attorney  Qeneral  to  the  Juiy,  in 
one  of  the  oases,  an  acknowledgment  of  the  uo- 
fitness  of  the  ^nse  of  Oouunona  to  tarr  offences 
against  itself  and  hia  decided  approbatum  of  the 
detemunati(m  he  understood  the  House  bad 
made  to  send  all  such  cases  to  be  prosecuted  V 
the  courts. 

Can  it  be  "  proper  "  then  fbr  this  H<H»e  to 
assume  a  power  which,  from  its  obvious  and 
confessed  L^justice,  the  House  of  Ctmimoiis  it 
oommended  for  renouncing  1 

There  are  many  other  objections  to  this  Honw 
as  an  appropriate  tribunal  for  su<^  proceedings,  « 
which  will  readily  occur  to  our  minds.  Has 
the  House  sufficient  powers,  in  oases  of  difficnlty 
or  resistanee.  to  bri^  such  oases  to  any  suoeeas- 
fnl  reeultt  when  ttie  partjr  ia  omvioted,  has 
the  House  the  power  to  infliot  an  appro[aiate 
pnnisfameDtt  It  cannot  be pw^wrctt  Beoaaaacy 
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that  this  Hoase  shoald  try,  if  it  Oftnnot  adequate- 
ly mulish,  particularly  wdwl  the  ordtnaiy  tribn- 
nau  can  do  both. 
The  only  pnoishnieDt  it  can  inflict  is  im- 

Jrisonmen^  and  this,  aocor^ng  to  the  report  in 
arris's  case, "  onght  never  to  t«  carried  fnrther 
than  shall  be  abeolntely  and  imperiously  re- 
quired by  the  existing  emergency."  In  Dnnn 
and  Anderstm,  the  Supreme  Couit  say  that  the 
power  to  punish  for  contempts  in  Congress 
must  be  the  least  posuble  power  adequate  to 
the  end  proposed,  vhidi  is  &e  power  of  Im- 
piiflonment;^  and  fiir&er,  that  tlus  "im^iscm- 
meat  must  cease  with  the  session." 

It  is  plain  tha^  with  a  power  thns  restricted, 
there  may  be  tc^  atrocious  cases,  where  the 
House,  after  convicting,  can  impose  no  adequate 
punishment.  Their  imprisonment  can  never 
be  like  that  of  the  Britash  Oommons,  for  it 
must  not  be  made  more  rigid  than  absolutely 
and  imperiously  required  "  to  protect  the  House 
from  tike  offender,  it  must  be  the  exertion  of 
"  the  least  possible  power  "  of  restraint ;  an^ 
such  (as  I  nave  seen)  is  the  sort  of  imprison- 
ment applied  in  this  case,  so  very  differesit  from 
that  within  the  four  walls  of  the  oonrt^sgaol,  that, 
except  that  it  nu^  intetfare  witik  a  man's  bosi- 
nesB  elaewhm^  it  would  be  no  ponishmoit  at 
all  To  many  penons  it  oertamly  would  be 
nwke  to  spend  even  the  whole  winter  in  Wash- 
in^n,  with  wartments  in  tme  of  Its  best  hotels, 
with  the  further  benefit  of  a  very  courteous 
sod  agreeable  gentleman  as  his  companion. 

If  I  am  told  that,  notwithstanding  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee  in  Jarris's  case,  ana  of 
the  Supreme  Oourt  in  Dunn  and  Anderson,  the 
House  may,  if  they  shall  find  that  this  miti^ted 
imprisonment  will  not  effectually  restrain  sach 
offiences,  oouaider  it  "necessary,"  and  will 
therefore  have  the  power  to  increase  Its  rigor : 
to  this  I  aoswer  that  it  oerttinly  may,  uid  if  it 
takes  this  power,  very  probably,  hereafter, 
will ;  and  by  the  same  reasoning,  if  imprison- 
ment, however  ri^d,  will  not  restrun  offenders, 
any  of  the  other  punishments,  taken  upon  the 
same  principle,  by  the  House  of  Commons,  such 
as  cutting  off  hands,  or  banitihinent,  or  even 
death,  may  be  thonght  necessary  fbr  the  pro- 
tection of  the  House,  which  will  still  say  that 
they  are  applying  the  *'  least  possible  power  " 
necessary  for  that  purpose.  I  do  not  think  that, 
by  admitting  that  it  may  com,e  to  this,  it  will 
follow  that  the  power  is  a  proper  one. 

I  conclude,  therefore,  that  it  is  a  power 
neither  necessary  nor  proper.  That  this  House 
may  exercise  preventive  justice,  which  can  only 
extend  to  pn^eet  itself  oom  intermirtionci.  and 
can  have  no  pretensions  to  the  ezerdae  of  vin- 
dictive justice  over  oases  which  do  not  intermpt 
it,  if  they  leave  them  to  be  punished  elsewhere. 

I,  secondly,  insist  that  the  power  claimed  by 
the  House  is  inconnstent  with  the  powers 
expressly  given  by  the  constitution  to  other  de- 
partments. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  power  in  question  } 
Is  it  legialatlTe^  ezecativek  w  jadioial  f  And  if 


it  be  Jndiolal,  does  not  the  constitution  ezpresdy 
vest  the  Judicial  power  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States?  Article  8,  section  fi.  Does  it  not 
declare  that  "  the  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in 
oases  of  impeachment,  difdl  be  by  Jury  t"  (The 
declaration  and  the  ezoepttm  ann  oondiuiTe 
upon  the  question.) 

There  is  no  ground  upon  wluch  the  exception 
of  this  particular  offence  from  the  consideration 
of  the  oonrts  can  be  clamed.  The  courts  were 
intended  to  try,  and  are  competent  to  try  and 
rnmiah  all  olDsitea ;  and  whatever  power  this 
House  may  assert  over  the  act  oompluned  oi  in 
this  case,  there  can  be  no  doubt  crat  that  the 
court  has  power,  and  adeqnate  power,  to  try 
and  punish  it.  Are  both  tnen  to  try  and  pun- 
ish toe  same  act,  the  one  calling  it  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  and  the  other  a  breach  of  privilege? 
And  if  so,  which  is  to  have  the  preference  in 
this  conflict  of  jurisdictions  t  Is  it  to  depend 
upon  the  speed  of  their  r^peotive  officers,  and 
the  offender  be  made  first  to  answer  where  he 
is  first  caught  t 

Suppose,  in  this  case,  when  the  warrant  was 
issued,  the  accused  had  bera  found  by  the  Sear- 
geant-at^Arms  in  the  onstody  of  tito  marshal! 
Oonld  he  have  takcnhim?  Oonld  he  have  been 
brouj^t  here  fbr  trial  ?  And  is  tiiere  any  dif- 
ference between  an  oftoider^  being  actual^ 
taken  by  the  marshal,  and  Us  bting  Sable  to 
be  token  f 

And,  thii^y,  the  power  dalmed  la  within 
the  profaibhaonB  of  the  constitution. 

^Hiat  are  these  prohibitions  ? 

The  fifth  article  of  the  amendments  dedarea 
that  "  no  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a 
capital  or  otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on 
presentment  or  indictment  of  agrandjn^,  &c 
nor  shall  any  person  be  subject,  for  the  same 
offence,  to  be  twice  pat  in  jeopardy,  Ac,  "nor 
be  deprived  of  lif&  liberty,  or  proper^,  with- 
out dne  prooetB  <tf  law." 

"What  words  can  be  mm  genmlt  "No 
person  shall  be  held  to  answer,"  "nor  be  de- 
prived of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  ^thont  dne 
process  of  law."  Can  a  man  be  thns  held  to 
answer  here,  and  be  here  deraived  of  lifli,  liber- 
ty, or  property,  without  violating  this  prohibi- 
tion t  Is  not  the  accused  here  thus  "  held  to 
answer  t "  Is  not  his  liberty  affected  by  this 
proceeding?  and  is  this  proceeding  tlie  doe 
course  of  law? 

If  we  wanted  authority  in  a  matter  so  plain, 
we  may  find  it  in  Lord  Ellenborowh's  opinion 
in  the  oaae,  to  whicAi  I  have  alreaidj  referred, 
of  Sir  Fnuuns  BordetL  There  it  wfts  urged 
that  these  same  words,  fband  in  the  statate  ct 
Edward,  that "  no  man  shall  be  deprived  of  Bfa 
liberty,  or  property,  without  dne  wooeas  of 
law,"  prohibits  the  power  assomcia  by  Par- 
liament as  it  is  now  assumed  here,  of  summary 
proceedines  for  contempts. 

I  beg  Uiis  honorable  Honse  to  see  how  his 
lordship  answers  it,  and  to  see  how  imposnble 
it  is  for  this  or  any  other  answer  to  evade  the 
force  of  the  prohimtion  bare. 
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He  Bftjs  that,  previoos  to  this  statate,  the  Ux 
jtarliammtaria,  giving  thia  power  of  aummary 
oroceedinf.  was  In  force,  and  was  part  of  the 
ttw  of  tibe  land ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  terms, 
"  dae  process  of  law,"  wplied  as  well  to  the 
law  of  Parliament  as  to  all  other  law. 

Now,  with  ofl.  no  snch  answer  can  be  urged 
when  this  prohibition  is  objected,  for  when  oar 
constitution  was  adopted,  there  was  no  snch 
previous  law  of  the  land,  and  the  words,  *'  dae 
process  of  law,"  conld  onlr  »fpljt  ^  Ooke  con- 
sidered them  in  the  ^i^Iah  statate^  (JH  Jost. 
600  to  trials  hj  In^ctment  and  Jarj. 

Look  also  at  the  provUmu  of  the  sixth  arti- 
cle:  "  In  an  criminal  proseoutioDS.  the  acoaaed 
shall  er^oj  the  risht  to  a  epemy  and  pnblio 
trisi,  bj  an  Imparnal  Jorr,  &c. ; "  "  and  to  be 
informed  of  the  nature  and  oaose  of  the  accusa- 
tion— to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses 
agfUnst  him — to  have  oompalsory  process  for 
obtaining  witnesses  in  bis  lavor — and  to  have 
the  assistance  of  connsel  for  lus  defence." 

I  would  ask  whether  anj  prosecution,  any- 
where, in  which  a  man  may  be  found  guiltjr 
of  an  infamous  crime,  or  in  which  his  person 
may  be  Imprisoned,  is  not  "  a  criminal  prosecu- 
tion." £fio^  arenotaHtheaeaafSBgturasftfthe 
oomrtitatitm  to  ensore  him  a  fidr  trial  secured 
to  himt  not  so^  if  all  w  any  of  these  safe- 
guards are  no  protection  to  a  dtizen  accused 
and  teied  here,  V  he  may  be  tried  hare  accord- 
ing to  the  ^secretion  of  um  Kmse,  without  Jury 
or  accusation,  or  wtttteeses  or  counsel,  and  the 
constitotion  u  no  shield  for  him  here,  tlien  have 
the  framers  of  the  constdtution  of  which  we 
boast,  left  In  the  hands  of  one  of  the  dq>art- 
ments  of  the  Government,  or  rather  in  one 
branch  it  a  power  as  boundless  and  danger- 
ous as  could  be  desired  by  a  despot — then  have 
they  taken  pains  to  secure  the  aUaen  frcHU  op- 
premm,  from  every  quarter  but  one.  And  our 
DMBfe  must  now  be,  not  that  we  have  a  free 
GoremmenL  securing  the  dtiasn  from  every 
TiolttUw  f^hia  i^hts,  but  that  we  have  a  Gov- 
ernment, of  whiob  only  <me  departmoit  has  ab- 
aolute  power  over  our  lives,  liberties,  and  prop- 
ntr ;  where  only  one  privileged  oraer  exists, 
wm<ui  has  no  limits  to  its  power  over  the  dti- 
sen,  but  its  discretion. 

It  has  been  generally  agreed  that  the  sedition 
law  was  unconstitutional,  because  it  conflicted 
with  the  prohibition  to  pass  any  law  infringing 
the  Uberty  of  the  press.  How,  if  Congress 
were  to  pass  a  law  to  punish  contempts,  or  any 
o^er  offence^  by  delving  the  dtuen  of  hia 
libw^,  by  a  triu  here  «r  euewbov,  wifliont  a 
jury,  wituont  due  process  of  law,  would  not 
such  a  law  equidW  conflict  with  that  prohibi- 
lion  which  guards  these  rights  from  infringe- 
ment t 

And  if  snch  a  lew  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
constitution,  is  not  the  exertnse  of  the  power 
without  a  law  equally  unconstitutaonaL 

If  such  a  law  was  passed,  could  there  be  a 
■doubt  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  de- 
ddingittobenootuutttationalaiidToidt  And 


yet  the  assumption  now  is,  that  this  Honae  can 
do  without  a  law  that  woich  the  whole  Con- 
gress, with  the  sanction  of  the  Executive,  conld 
not  accomplish. 

Uy  fourth  and  Isst  proportion  is,  that  if  I 
am  wrong  in  all  this,  if  it  is  a  proper  and  ne- 
oessary  power,  not  inconustent  wilii  Uie  pow- 
ers expressly  granted  nor  contrary  to  the  pro- 
hibitions <^  the  constitution,  still  it  is  to  be  ex* 
enused  only  in  the  way  prescribed,  that  is,  by 
a  law.  The  ^^rant  in  the  sweeping  claose  of  the 
oonstitntion  intended  to  ooofer  powers  not 
enumerated,  ia  to  the  Congress,  not  to  the 
Houses  separately.  And  it  is  a  power,  otA  to 
do,  without  a  law,  what  they  may  deem  neces- 
sary and  proper,  &&,  bat  to  "  pass  all  laws 
necessary  and  proper,"  Ac 

A  law  then  most  be  passed,  if  it  be  deemed 
necessary  and  proper,  to  exercise  this  jurisdic- 
tion, pcdnting  ont  the  offenoe,  the  mode  ot  pro- 
ceeding, and  the  ponlshment.  And  this,  sir,  ii 
reasonable  as  well  as  constitutional.  Without 
it  a  man  may  lose  lus  liberty  far  an  offence 
which  he  hu  no  means  of  knowing  was  an 
offBnoe,  and  be  exposed  to  a  punishment  of 
which  he  ooold  never  have  heard  till  U  was 
wononnoed.  It  this  be  not  t^fmanj,  what  ist 
If  this  be  our  condition,  are  we  freemen  f 

I  know  that  in  England  there  have  hem  ss- 
serters  of  such  a  power,  and  jn^es  and  jurists 
have  Justified  it;  but  it  cannot  be  expected  to 
hold  Its  gronnd  there  against  the  spirit  at  re- 
form now  awakened.  I  have  refeirad  to  oases 
in  which  it  is  m^ntuned.  We  see  it  defended 
in  Blackstone,  (BL  Com.  1st  voL  191,)  who  cm- 
riders  it  necessary  and  proper  that  such  offences 
should  be  punished  withont  a  law  defining  titem, 
because  the  definition  would  eni^e  offender! 
to  avoid  the  offences  defined,  and  orannnt 
othwa.  And  this  is  the  same  writer  who  coor 
demns  the  tyranny  of  Oalignla  fbr  having  hit 
laws  hung  up  so  high  that  they  coold  not  be 
read,  and  then  punishing  those  who  ti«n>- 
gressed  them.  If  it  was  tyrwmy  in  him  to 
hang  up  his  laws  thus  hidi,  what  was  it  in  the 
Paraament  he  was  defending  not  to  hang  tbem 
up  at  all }  Kay,  to  bury  them  under  tM  piles 
or  their  musty  rolls,  whmioe  they  ooold  never  be 
dug  up,  or  to  hide  them  still  more  seomely  in 
the  breast  of  Parliament,  until  they  were 
brought  out,  as  occasion  reqaired,  for  use  t 

Sir,  the  modem  annotators  on  this  author 
understand  better  the  rights  of  the  snbjoct.  At 
the  page  which  I  have  quoted,  iuaj  be  teen  ths 
Optmona  of  Ohriatian  Anhlxdd  and  Ohitty  upon 
this  defence  of  the  undefined  and  midoinable 
laws  of  privilege— (Ist  Ofaitty'e  Black.,  pL  ie4.) 
They  condemn  it  ss  uniust  and  oppresrive^  con- 
trary to  the  rights  of  Engliahmui.  Hwy  de- 
olaxe  that  to  pnmsh  thus  for  offences  whkb  no 
previous  law  had  defined  and  denounced,  is  sn 
arbitrary  exerelBe  of  power;  ia  puniduneut, 
updn  the  uniTwaally  reprobated  pniiciple  of  ci 
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Hoin>AT,  April  80. 
Bank  nf  the  VniUd  Statn. 

Hr.  OLA.TTOV  aaked  leave  to  make  a  report 
In  relatioa  to  the  Bunk  of  the  Umted  Sti^ ; 
and  leave  having  been  granted, 

lb.  0^  from  toe  Committee  of  Ytritation  and 
ibuinirf  into  the  Afiiura  of  the  Bank  of  the 
TTnitcd  States,  made  a  report,  and  moved  that, 
vithont  being  read,  it  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee d  the  vhofo  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  be  {Hinted. 

[On  this  motion  to  print  the  report  of  the  Select 
InTeatigating  Committee,  an  aniniated  debate 
sprung  ap,  going  Into  the  merits  of  the  question : 
in  which  Mean.  McDuffie,  Clafton,  Adams,  Bub- 
bard,  Lamar,  Cambreleng,  Wayne,  WiokMb,  Whit- 
tlesey, Tbomaa  of  JCaiybuid,  R.  H.  Jtriuaon,  and 
WatiBoagfa  took  part.] 

The  qnestiim  was  then  put  on  oommlttiDg  and 
printing  tiie  report,  and  agreed  to. 

Hr.  Olat,  or  Alabama,  asked  leave  to  move 
fbr  the  printing  of  10,000  copies  of  the  report. 

The  nqoest  being  objeoted  to^  he  moved  to 
nupend  the  rale  to  wow  him  to  make  the 
motifHi,  bat  the  House  r^eoted  the  motion, 
(which  leqaires  a  vote  oi  two-third%)  yeas  6A, 
nayaei. 


TuBSDi-T,  Kay  1. 
BvDohttuma/ry  Petuiona. 

The  Hoose  reanmed  the  consideration  of  the 
revolutionary  pennon  bilL  The  queetion  being 
on  the  amendment  of  Hr.  Wiosxiffk,  which 
proposed  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  bill  to  all 
who  were  engaeed  in  the  Indian  wars  of  the 
West,  down  to  Um  year  1796. 

Ur.  Blub,  of  &  0»  moved  to  insot  a  danse 
to  inclade  those  militia  who  fought  in  the 
battles  of  Kiuig's  Honntain  and  Guilford  Court- 
hoose,  in  North  Carolina,  without  proof  of 
farther  serrioe,  and  he  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  hia  motion,  whidi,  being  taken,  stood 
—yeas  46,  naya  118 ;  so  the  amendment  was 
r^ected. 

Mr.  Lktobkb  also  renewed  the  amendment 
which  he  offered  in  oonunittee  to  indnde  those 
who  fought  in  the  Indian  wars  from  1776  to 
1763 ;  which  was  agreed  to  without  a  diviuon. 

The  imendment  of  itm  Oonunittee  of  the 
Wlude,  to  inolnde  those  militia  in  Hm  pro  rata 
aUowanoe  who  served  three  months,  was  oon- 
ourred  in  by  yeaa  and  nays— 98  to  78. 

Hr,  Da.Ti8,  (rf  Uassaohnsetts,  moved  the 
previoua  qaesnon,  which  was  oairied— -yeaa  91, 
nays  60. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  enpossed,  and  read  a  third  time 
^eas  136,  ni^  60. 


[H.  or  IL 


WxDvssDAT,  Hay  9. 
SetohtUonarjf  Pmsim  BiU. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  the  revolnticmaTy  plosion 
bill  was  read  a  third  tune. 

Hr.  WiLDB  being  about  to  vote  in  a  manner 
different  from  what  he  had  always  fonnerly 
done,  he  be^;ed  to  explain  the  grounds  on 
which  he  should  do  so.  He  was  decidedly  in 
fkvor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill ;  nor  did  he 
much  ol^ect  to  its  extent:  but  he  couddered 
the  time  of  its  introduction  altogether  oljeo- 
tionable.  He  referred  to  the  excited  state  of 
the  public  mind,  and  the  lai^e  amount  of  money 
the  Dill  would  draw  from  the  Treasury ;  and 
said  that  while  the  dark  and  portentous  cloud 
of  the  tariff  discussion  yet  hung  over  the 
country,  he  should  be  destitute  of  all  dainis  to 
patriotic  feeling  if  he  should  consent  to  pass 
this  bill  until  the  other  most  perplexing  sutneot 
should  first  have  been  disposed  or.  Not  beUev- 
ing  that  there  would,  after  that,  rem^  time  to 
reeome  the  presMit  tdll  with  any  other  hope  tii 
its  passage,  ne  condaded  1^  moving  thwt  the 
farther  oonddnation  of  the  Ull  be  inde&ute!^ 
postponed. 

On  that  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  stood— yeas  46,  nays 
128. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the 
passage  ot  the  bU^  and,  being  taken,  stood  as 
fbllowa: 

Tua. — Messrs.  Adams,  Allison,  Anderson,  An- 
gel, Appleton,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Banks,  K.  Bar- 
ber, Barringer,  Barstow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  James 
Bates,  Bearddey,  Bethuoe,  Boon,  Bonok,  Bri^s, 
John  Brodhead,  John  G.  Brodhead,  Bncher,  Bollard, 
Surges,  Cahomi,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Collier,  Lewis 
Condict,  Silas  Condlt,  Eleutfaeros  Cooke,  Bates 
Cooke,  Cooper,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Creigbton,  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Dayan,  Denny,  De- 
wart,  Dii^son,  Doddridge,  DonUedayt  DDseaib 
Ellsworth,  George  Erans,  Joshua  Bfans,  Ediraxd 
Everett,  Horace  llTerett,  Fitzgerald,  Ford,  Oaidier, 
Gilmore,  GrenneU,  Hammona,  Harper,  Hawes, 
Heister,  Hodges,  Hogan,  Hollanid,  Horn,  Hubbard, 
Hughes,  Hontiugton,  Ihrie,  Tngersoll,  Jarvis, 
Jewett,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  Kavanagb,  Kendall, 
Kennon,  Adam  King,  John  ^iv*  Kerr,  Leavitt, 
Leoompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Mann,  Marshall,  Harwell, 
HcCarty,  Robert  McCoy,  McInUre,  HcKennan, 
Hercer,  MilUgan,  George  E,  Mitchell,  Hubleatwrg, 
Newton,  Fearee,  Fierson,  Fitcher,  Fotts,  Randolph, 
John  Reed,  E.  C.  Beed,  Semmes,  Slade,  &nith, 
Boole,  Southard,  Spence,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Suther- 
land, T»r|or,  Pbifemoo  Thomas,  John  ntomson, 
Tracy,  Ver^anck,  WardweD,  Wuhingtoo,  Wat- 
mongb.  Weeks,  Wheder,  BUsha  Whittlesey,  Freder- 
ick Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  WUte,  WicUUb,  WU- 
^ff^mg^  Tonng— 126. 

y^Ts.'-^esars.  Alexander,  Robert  Allen,  Arch- 
er, Barnwell,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair, 
Bouldin,  Cblnn,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Clayton,  Coke, 
Conner,  Craig,  Davenport,  Warren  B.  Davis,  Dray- 
ton, Felder,  Foster,  Gordon,  Griffin,  T.  H.  Hall,  W. 
Hall.  Hawkins,  Irrin,  Charles  C  Johnston,  Lamar, 
Lewis,  Hardis,  Haaon,  IfoDoffie,  KeKay,  Kewnaa, 
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Kuckolb,  Patton,  Flununer,  Polk,  Boane,  RuBsel, 
Speight,  Btanberry,  Standlfer,  Fntncu  Thomu, 
Wiley  IboiDpion,  Vance,  Wayne,  Worthington— 
48. 

So  the  bill  WH  piand,  tnd  ordend  to  be  sent 
to  the  fieuto  ftr  oonoomiioe. 


IboTOAT,  May  7. 

PMt  Qfflet  Oontracta,  de. 

The  fidknriag  leMdiitioD,  offered  some  days 
ago  by  kr.  Evsanr,  came  op: 

Reiclved,  That  the  Postmaster  G«ieral  be  direct- 
ed to  tranflmlt  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  cDotracta 
latelrmade  by  him  with  Tme  and  Greene,  and  HUl 
nod  'Barton,  for  prfntiog  Post  Ofloe  bluika ;  and 
•Uo  a  copy  vi  the  eontoaot  made  wHb  Sbneon  Ide, 
for  the  nme  parpose,  in  1887;  and  also  to  state 
vbether  proposals  were  publbthed  far  said  cootraeta, 
and  the  amooat  |j«id  tudsr  said  eootraots. 

Ur.  Bum,  of  South  Oaroliiia,  mored  to  li^ 
the  resolaUon  on  the  table. 

lii.  Etebett,  <MF  Vernumt,  rose  to  state  the 
groonds  on  whic^  he  had  offered  the  resolu- 
tion. In  1837,  the  contract  for  printiiig  Post 
blanks  was  given  to  the  lowest  bidder. 
On  proposals  pnblistied  by  the  department,  in 
l^e  early  part  of  the  session,  his  attention  was 
called  to  the  sabject  by  a  letter  flvm  one  of 
his  coDBtataents,  requesting  him  to  ascertain 
when  the  proposals  for  the  contract  for  the 
ensning  four  years  wonld  be  published;  and 
that,  on  application  to  the  depvtment,  he  was 
Informed  mot  contracta  had  already  been  made 
with  ffln  and  Barton,  and  Thw  and  Greene.  < 
Of  tbe  nature  <rf  that  contract}  whether  henefi- 
dal  or  not,  he  was  not  informed.  He  was 
advised  that  proposals  had  been  made  to  the 
department  at  lower  rates  than  the  fonner  oon- 
traots.  That  wben  tbe  department  thought 
proper  to  change  the  mode  of  making  a  con- 
tract of  this  magnitude,  it  was  proper  the  House 
should  know  it ;  and  if  any  evil  had  resulted 
from  it,  U  m^ht  be  provided  against  by  l^is- 
lation. 

Hr  SmaBT  surcested  tliat  the  gentleman 
might  aooompUsb  his  object  by  simply  requir- 
ing the  Postmaster  General  to  sti^  whether 
the  praotioe  of  the  dnurtment  at  present  was 
diflu^ut  frmn  what  it  had  been  formerly.  The 
call  in  its  present  shape  must  ytoAxiw  a  very 
volumiuouB  report,  which,  in  hia  opinion,  was 
wholly  unnecessary. 

Hr.  B.  H.  JoHKBon  sud  that  it  was  woper 
.for  him  to  state  that  the  practice  of  the  depart- 
ment had  been  perfSeotly  uniform  on  the  sabject 
of  these  contracts.  There  was  no  law  reqniring 
them  to  be  given  to  the  lowest  bidder.  The 
usual  mode  had  been  for  the  department  to  fix 
the  price  of  the  supplies  it  needed;  and  to 
avoid  the  delay  and  trouble  of  carrying  them 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another,  the 
eontraots  were  parcelled  out  in  different  ports 
of  the  Union.  Afr.  J.  siUd  he  had  no  olgeotion 
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to  the  inqmry  proposed,  except  on  aooonnt  of 
the  unnecessary  labor  to  which  it  would  put 
the  department.  It  was  extremely  inconvea- 
ient  to  have  tbe  clerks  taken  from  the  regular 
course  of  their  occupaticms  to  answer  calls  of 
this  kind,  which,  after  great  time  and  tronble 
had  been  spent  upon  them,  for  the  most  part 
issued  in.  nothing. 

In  reply  to  the  genUeman  fum  37<Hlh  Caro- 
lina, Qb.  BrmraT,)  and  from  Kentucky,  Qh. 
JtmufOiy)  Mr.  Etxsktt  stated  that  the  reply  of 
the  department  conid  not  require  much  time, 
all  the  papers  «aUed  for  being  merely  copies  of 
the  contracts,  the  offers  of  IndiTiduals,  and  a 
statemeut  of  the  qnantity  of  papers,  Jkc^  paid 
for.  That  though  it  was  true  there  was  no  law 
directing  the  department  to  advertise  for  the 
contract,  yet  the  gentleman  was  mistaken  in 
Buppoung  it  had  b^n  the  practice  of  that  depart- 
ment to  make  private  contracts  for  their  prints 
ing.  That,  in  1827,  the  department  did  adver- 
tise: how  the  {uractioe  had  been  before  that 
tha%  he  was  not  informed. 

Ur.  VuRustt  was  in  fovor  of  tiw  mola* 
tion,  but  he  wished  a  mnch  more  extoided  in- 
quiry gone  into  in  refbrence  to  the  sffiursitf  that 
department  of  the  Government.  Gentlemen 
who  support  the  Administration  bad  made  the 
most  frank  and  liberal  professions  (and  none 
could  be  more  r^oioed  at  witnesdi^  them  than 
himself)  that  they  were  ready  and  willing  to  go 
into  such  an  inquiry,  if  any  gentleman  womd 
rise  in  his  place  and  say  that  he  had  reason  to 
believe  thai  there  was  mismanagement  in  any 
part  of  the  affairs  of  the  Government  Mr.  W. 
s^d  be  was  one  who  did  believe,  and  had  long 
been  nnder  tiie  b^ef,  that  very  gross  mis- 
management did  enst  in  tiie  Post  Office  Dcfisit- 
ment ;  and  he  was  detirons  of  availing  Mmsdf 
of  the  frank  offers  that  had  been  made  to  intra- 
dnoe  the  resolation  he  had  offered,  proposing  a 
more  extended  inqniry  than  that  contuned  in 
the  resotnti<m  just  offered  by  tiie  eentlmisn 
from  YfflTnont ;  and  he  hoped  that  uae  boncH'- 
aUe  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Johxso^) 
at  tJie  head  of  the  Post  Office  Oommittee,  with 
whose  liberality  of  conduct  and  feeling  every 
one  was  acquainted,  would  extend  the  same 
indulgence  to  an  inquiry  of  this  kind,  which  he 
had  done  in  so  prompt  and  ample  a  manner  m 
A  late  ocoarion.  [When  on  the  Bank  Com- 
mittee.] 

As  to  the  labor  ttiat  ndght  be  neoessary  to 
answer  On  oaU,  he  oontfdered  that  a  matter  ot 
very  small  oomparatdve  importance.  If  the 
afiUTB  of  the  dep«rtm«at  were  going  -wrong,  tbe 
Hoose  ought  to  know  it ;  but  if  they  were  bQ 
condnoted  with  feimess  and  proprie^,  the 
inquiry  would  afford  an  opportunity  for  makiDg 
that  fact  knovm  to  the  House  and  to  the  natioD. 
He  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the 
motion  now  Wbre  the  House,  and  iueert  a 
proposition  fw  the  appointment  of  a  oonmiittee 
to  examine  the  present  craidition  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  dto.  Ac,  with  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  pliers 

Digitized  by  Google 


Pctt  OJhe  CoKlraeU,  5r. 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


669 


Mat,  188S.] 

Hr.  Oeawfokd  said  that  the  amendment 
strack  htm  as  (tf  a  most  extraordlnarf  oharac- 
ter.  A  proportion  had  been  offered  by  the 
^ntleman  fh>m  Yermont  to  inqaire  into  a 
Bingle  contract — aa  inqoiry  into  which  he  pre- 
BTuned  no  one  woold  make  any  oppositioD ; 
and  now  to  sach  a  reaolntion  the  gentleman 
wished  to  append  an  amendment,  gtdDg  to  pro- 
pose an  .inquiry  into  tbe  whole  aominutraticni 
of  the  Post  Omoe  Department,  and  this  withont 
th«  allteation  of  a  nngle  fact  Only  on  the 
belief  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  the  Honse 
was  called  to  cast  a  abade  over  the  reputation 
of  one  of  the  best  offloers  that  ever  existed  in 
any  Govemment.  The  gentleman  vonld  prob- 
ably say  that  snch  was  not  his  intention  in 
offering  the  amendment,  bnt  Mr.  0.  knew  too 
well  t^t  an  inqairy  of  this  kind  conld  be 
wielded  with  some  effect  at  tbe  approaching 
election ;  and  if  it  should  be  gone  into,  he  would 
renture  to  predict  that  it  would  be  bo  used. 
Why  were  committees  of  inveatigation  ever 
appointed  V  It  was  mly  when  some  disease 
was  belioTed  to  Inrk  beneath  the  snrfiu»  wbich 
required  to  be  probed  to  the  bottom.  Bat 
woald  lhat  Honse  institnte  a  Omnmittee  of 
Investigation  withont  any  chai^  being  first 
made  f  On  what  should  such  an  investigation 
be  based  t  It  shonld  always  be  preceded  by 
the  allegation  of  some  spedfio  fact  of  malver- 
sation. If  Mr.  C.  Bhoold  see  that,  he  pledged 
himself  to  vote  for  the  inquiry ;  bnt  he  conld 
not  consent  that  the  money  of  the  people 
shonld  be  eonsnmed  on  sooh  an  investigation, 
without  some  distinct  ground  to  believe  that 
something  was  wrong.  Bendea,  at  this  lata 
stage  tiie  eesdon,  conld  tiie  graueman  believe 
that  snch  an  investigation,  if  gone  into,  ooold 
poaaibly  be  completed?  Did  he  rranemberthat 
they  were  withm  four  weeks  of  tbe  usual  ter- 
mination  of  the  session  t  The  gentieman  said 
that  the  gronnds  of  his  amendment  had  long 
been  in  his  mind ;  if  so,  why  did  he  not  B0<nier 
bring  them  forward  ?  Believing  that  no  good 
conld  grow  out  of  the  proposed  inquiry,  and 
that  the  officers  of  the  Government  had  some 
character  to  be  preserredi  be  should  vote  agunst 
the  amendment. 

Ur.  R.  M.  JoHNBON  had  not  expected  such  a 
substitute  to  be  offered  by  any  member  of  tbe 
Honse.  certainly  not  by  a  gentleman  who,  like 
lumsel^  was  enUtled  to  be  called  a  working 
member;  a  gentleman,  too.  who  had  told  him  in 
conversation,  ud  had  UAa  the  Honse  in  debate, 
that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  call  np  any 
more  of  those  nsefol  bills  for  private  rehef^  of 
wblch  not  less  than  three  hundred  remained 
still  unacted  upon.  Though  the  honorable 
gentieman  had  labored  'in  tbe  preparation 
of  those  bills,  still  it  was  now  so  late  in  the 
ses^on  that  the  ^ntleman  had  abandoned 
them  in  despair.  Now,  however,  this  gentie- 
man seemed  to  wish  to  get  np  a  dnst  Tbe 
Honse,  he  preenmed,  had.  not  dnst  enough 
already.  There  were  not  enough  of  exdl^ 
ntl^eDtB  before  it  Tb»  Bank  of  the  United 
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States — the  trial  which  was  shortly  to  be  re- 
sumed— tbe  tariff— the  apportionment  bill — the 
bill  for  interval  improvements — all  these  were 
not  sufficient.  The  gentleman  wanted  a  com- 
mittee got  up,  who  should  Inquire  into  matters 
and  things  in  general,  although  a  similar  com- 
mittee, appointed  by  another  branch  of  the 
Legialatnre^  had  given  np  the  case  in  de^tair, 
after  getting  pretty  near  a  oart-load  of  doon- 
menta  Mr.  J.  said  he  fait,  and  always  showed 
so  rnnch  respect  for  the  very  worthy  gentieman 
as  the  chairman  of  one  of  the  workmg  commit- 
tees of  the  House,  and  for-the  committee  over 
which  he  preraded,  that  he  really  thought  the 
honorable  member  might  show  some  llttie  re- 
spect, in  return,  to  him,  and  to  the  Post  Offioe 
Oonunittee.  The  guitieman  seemed  to  wish  to 
razee  him ;  but  how  would  he  look  when  he 
was  razeed,  and  set  to  act  as  a  lieutenant  <mfy 
in  a  committee  that  was  inquiring  into  the 
affairs  of  the  Post  Office,  with  bis  honorable 
friend  at  tiie  head  of  it  as  tlie  ohidrman  ?  He 
would,  however,  make  a  pnqpoaal  to  tbe  gmtle- 
man.  If  the  wortliy  member  would  postpone 
his  inquiry  to  the  first  week  of  the  next  see* 
sion,  Mr.  J.  would  consent  to  be  his  lien- 
tenant,  and  then  tbey  would  see  which  wotild 
outdo  the  other  as  a  working  man  in  prose- 
cuting the  inquiry  to  its  consummation. 

Cobb  ofSamutl  Sbtuton—Mr.  Mou$t(mU  J)^&nee. 

The  hour  of  twelve,  appointed  for  a  fhrther 
hearing  of  the  case  of  Samuel  Houston  for  an 
allied  breach  of  privilege,  having  arrived,  the 
aocnsM  was  brought  to  uie  bar ;  when  he  rose, 
and  addressed  the  House  in  hia  own  defenoe  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  Arraigned  for  fbe  first  tjme  in 
my  Ufa,  on  a  ctiAi%e  of  violating  the  laws  of 
my  country,  I  feel  all  that  embarrassment  which 
my  peculiar  situation  is  calculated  to  inspire. 
Though  I  have  been  defended  by  able  and  en- 
Ughtened  counsel,  possessing  intellect  of  the 
very  highest  order,  embelMshed,  too,  by  all  that 
science  and  literature  can  bestow,  yet  it  seems 
proper  that,  under  sncb  oircnmstances,  I  should 
be  heard  in  my  own  vindication. 

The  charge  which  has  been  preferred  agtunst 
me  is  one  of  no  ordinary  character.  If  I  shall 
be  convicted  of  having  acted  from  the  motive 
alleged  by  my  accuser,  lasting  infamy  must  be 
tiie  necessary  eonsegnence. 

To  my  apprehennon,  tiie  darkest  dungeons 
of  1^  Oovemipent,  witil  all  the  p^na  and 
penalties  of  treason,  present  a  trifling  conddera- 
tion  when  compared  witL  that  load  of  infamy 
which,  under  such  circumstances,  must  attach 
Itself  forever  to  my  name. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  charge?  I  am 
accused  of  lying  in  wut,  for  the  purpose  of 
depriving  a  fellow-man  of  the  efficient  use  of 
his  person,  if  not  of  existence  itself.  Sir,  can 
there  be  a  greater  crime }  Who,  but  a  wretch 
unworthy  of  the  name  of  man,  could  ever  be 
guilty  of  it  ?  I  disclaim,  utterly,  eveiy  motive 
nnworthy  of  an  honorable  man.    if,  when 
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deeplj  wronged,  t  have  followed  the  geoeroiu 
impoue  of  my  jieart,  mid  have  thoa  violated 
the  laws  of  mj  country,  or  trespassed  on  the 
prerogatiTeii  of  this  honorable  body,  I  am  will- 
IDS  to  be  held  to  mj  responribuity  for  so 
doing.  No  man  has  more  req>ect  for  this 
body,  and  ita  rights  and  privileges.  Never  can 
I  forget  the  associations  oonneoted  with  this 
HalL  Never  can  I  lose  Uie  remembrance  of 
that  pride  of  heart  which  swelled  my  bosom 
when  finding  myself^  far  tiie  first  time,  eiUoy- 
log  those  privileges,  and  ezerddng  those  rignte, 
as  one  of  the  repreeentatires  of  the  American 
people.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  political 
collimon  in  which  I  was  occasionally  involved, 
whatever  diverul^  of  tbelings  may  have  foe  a 
moment  separated  me  from  some  of  my  asBo- 
clatee,  tiiey  have  never  been  able  to  take  vtrsy 
that  respect,  for  the  collective  body  which  I 
have  ever  proudly  cherished.  The  personal 
associations  I  have  ei\joyed  with  many  of  those 
I  now  see  around  me,  I  shall  ever  remember 
with  the  kindest  fMlinga.  None  of  theee 
things,  however,  are  to  opei^  as  die  mallest 
extennatkm  of  my  c^uoe  that  shall  be  proved 
against  me.  All  I  demand  is,  that  my  actions 
may  be  pnrsoed  to  the  motives  which  gave 
them  birth.  Thongh  it  may  have  been  alleged 
that  I  am  "  a  man  of  broken  fortune  and  blasted 
reputation,"  I  never  can  forget  that  reputation, 
however  limited,  is  the  high  boon  of  heaven. 
Perhaps  the  (uromnstanoes  of  adversity,  by 
which  I  have  been  crushed,  have  made  me  cling 
to  the  little  remains  of  it  which  I  still  possess, 
and  to  cheri^  tiiem  with  the  greater  fondness. 

Though  the  ploughshare  of  ruin  has  been 
driving  over  me,  and  laid  waste  my  brightest 
hopee,  yet  I  am  proud  to  think  that,  nnder  all 
drcumstancos,  I  luive  endeavored  to  sustain  the 
laws  of  my  country,  and  to  support  her  institu- 
tions, whatever  may  be  the  opinions  of  gen- 
tlemen in  relation  to  these  matters,  I  am  here 
to  be  tried  for  a  substantive  offence,  discon- 
nected entirely  witii  my  former  life  or  oiroum- 
stanoea,  I  have  only  to  say  to  those  who 
rebuke  me,  at  the  time  when  Uiey  see  adverdty 
sorely  preaung  npon  me,  for  myself 

"I  seek  no  sympatUea  nor  need; 
The  thorna  which  I  have  rested  are  of  the  tree 
I  planted;  they  have  t«m  me,  and  I  Meed." 

la  aopport  of  the  charge  on  which  I  am 
here  arnugned,  I  ask.  what  fihots  have  been 
adduced  to  prove  eitner  my  motive  or  my 
conrse  of  aetiont  I  am  well  awue  tiiat  this 
honorable  body,  in  the  Inc^inent  rtagea  at  this 
prosecution,  acted  under  the  aUegation  that  I 
had  been  guDty  of  a  very  great  outrage — that  I 
had  been  lying  in  wut,  and  had  been  guilty 
of  an  attack  upon  an  unarmed  and  helpless 
man. 

Sir,  had  I  contemplated  any  such  attack,  I 
should  have  been  prepared  for  the  purpose. 
Had  I  thought  it  possible  that,  in  walking  on 
that  avenue,  I  was  to  meet  an  Individual  who 
had  aught  against  me,  and  was  disposed  to  re- 
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dress  the  wrong  by  a  ^rsooal  rencontre,  should 
I  have  been  found  in  the  circpnwtanees  in 
which  I  was?  Was  I  armed?  Was  I  lying 
in  wait!  What  says  Uie  testimony!  Ky  meet- 
ing with  the  mranber  from  Ohio  was  perfectly 
accidental.  We  came  togetl^r  wholly  onei- 
pectedly  on  my  part,  and  nnoer  circnmstaooee 
of  provocation,  such  as  I  am  well  persoaded  no 
member  of  this  body  would  ever  brook.  Did  I 
attack  Um  without  ivevionB  dbaUcmget  Na 
Did  X  not  apprise  him  that  I  was  tlie  individual 
he  had  ii^ured?  B»  bad  ampla  time  to  plaoa 
his  hand  npon  lus  arms,  which  he  did  I  I  was 
unarmed.  Sir,  has  this  the  semblanee  of 
assassination  I  However  culpable  my  oondoci 
mi^,  by  somcj  be  conddered,  the  crime  of  Ijring 
in  wut  had  its  existence  <mly  in  the  imagina- 
tion of  my  accuser.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Hissoori  QSr.  BccKim)  has  testified  to 
the  House  that  I  was  not  apprised  beforehand 
of  any  such  meeting— that  it  was  purely  aod- 
dentaL  and  wholly  unexpected — that  the  action 
took  place  under  a  heated  state  oi  feeling,  and 
was  prompted  by  his  arr^gning  me^  beAwe  this 
honorabSe  body,  and  hia  snbaeqpiuit  ootn^ 
upon  my  fiwlings  and  character  I 

It  has  been  sud  by  my  aconaer  that  the  attack 
made  upon  him  was  wc  words  uttered  in  hia 
place.  It  is  true  that  he  bad  laid  heion  Om 
Hoose  a  charge  of  corruption,  in  which  my  name 
was  implicated ;  but  it  was  not  for  the  words  he 
uttered  here  that  I  assailed  him.  It  waa  for 
publishing  in  the  Intelligencer  UbeUons  matter, 
to  my  injury ;  such  asno  member  of  this  hooor- 
able  court,  who  is  conscious  of  the  ri^ts  of  an 
American  citizen,  would  ever  tamely  submit  to. 
It  was  for  a  false  and  libellous  matto*,  pnbliAed 
"in  antidpation  of  its  regular  place**  in  the 
debates  <n  this  House.  After  having  Iteen 
"blasted"  the  stroke  of  adversity,  ud 
hnnted  ftom  sodet^  as  an  ontiaw,  to  be  now 
libelled  for  corruption  and  ohairged  with  fraud 
upon  the  GovenunenL  is  too  much  to  endure! 
Could  the  human  mind  brook.it  f  Could  I  sub- 
mit to  this,  I  should  indeed  think  Uiat  I  was  a 
man  not  only  of  ^'broken  fortune,"  bat  of 
"  blasted  reputation."  It  is  well  known  that  a 
private  citizen  has  no  opp(»iunity  of  r^ly  to 
an  attack  that  may  be  made  npon  him  on  this 
floor.  It  waa  for  the  publication  of  such  an 
attack — ^for  the  publication  of  a  charge  which 
has  here  been  diniroven,  inasmndi  as  no  testi- 
mony has  been  adduced  to  siqiport  It  was 
fbrlais  that  I  assailed  the  membar:  and  I  now 
assert  that  tUs  charge  is  gronnolesB.  His 
proof  has  filled.  The  proof  was  on  him.  I 
was  not  called  on  to  prove  a  n^ative,  tlwradil 
was  prepared  to  do  it  After  an  attack  uke 
this  had  been  made  on  my  good  name,  with  all 
that  respect  for  the  privileges  of  tms  Hoose 
which  I  have  ever  felt,  and  whidi  arises  from 
the  conviction  that  they  have  been  intrusted  to 
it  for  the  public  good ;  although  I  ooosidered 
tiie  publication  fuse  and  libellona.  I  was  in- 
duced, by  my  best  respect  for  this  body,  not  to 
I  loc^  npon  huu  aa  a  private  indivi^al  who  bad 
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wronged  me,  bat  as  a  member  of  l^is  House. 
I  therefore  addieaaed  to  him  a  note.  It  was 
my  privileffe  to  do  so.  HoweTcr  humble  I 
may  be,  aud  however  blasted  in  the  estimation 
of  some  gentlemen,  it  was  still  my  priTil^,  in 
common  with  the  hombleat  oitiEen  that  treads 
American  soil,  to  address  an  inquiry  to  the 
honorable  member.  I  asked  of  him,  respect- 
ftiUy,  and  in  language  to  which  none  can  •ob- 
ject, whe&er  that  publication  was  his,  and 
QDMr  what  dronmstanoas  it  }iad  been  made. 
Sr,  he  did  not  deign  to  reply ;  bnt,  prooeediog 
on  bis  own  Msmnption  that  I  was  a  man  of 

blasted  reputation,"  he  woold  not  otmdeseend, 
nor  eren  stoop  from  tlie  lofty  height  of  his 
official  dlgni^}  to  notiee  me,  a  mere  priTate 
IndividnaL  The  terms  in  which  he  coached  his 
refbsal  wm  of  the  most  insulting  character. 
He  deoUred  that  I  had  no  right,  after  all  that 
be  had  said,  to  make  even  a  reqa^  for  ezplana- 
ti<Hi.  This  was  fmBumiTig  higher  gronnd  thui 
tliat  of  his  privily.  It  is  the  right  of  all — of 
the  lowest  and  the  humblest — to  request  an 
explanation  where  they  are  personaUy  oon- 
oerned.  Bat  this  wea  denied  me.  That  mit- 
versal  right  of  peMtioa  whloh  ii  guarantied  1^ 
Che  oonstitation  to  all  the  people  the  United 
Btatea,  on  whioh  ri^t  my  ai^lioation  was 
based — this  common^  this  sacred,  this  wise, 
Indefeasible  privilegeL  was  refased  to  an  Ameri- 
can dtixen.  What  indignation  would  such  a 
refusal  ezeite  in  every  manly  bosom  f  It  was, 
in  sabstanoe,  saying  to  me,  although  I  have 
ii^nred  yoa  witiiout  provocation,  and  in  the 
nwat  pubbc  manner,  you  have  no  right  to 
inquire  any  tiling  aboot  it,  and  I  shall  continue 
to  do  the  same  thing  till  your  reputation  is 
completely  degraded  and  sank. 

Of  the  nature  of  the  aooasation,  and  the 
manner  in  wMch  he  .sastuned  It,  I  need  not 
remind  this  honor&Ue  court  My  aocaser  de- 
clared, in  rmly  to  the  first  Intem^^^^  to 
him,  that  it  had  not  been  his  ol^ect  to  impute  a 
fraud.  On  afterthought,  however,  he  changed 
his  podtion,  and  avowed  his  belief  that  I  was  a 
guilty  man.  Still  relentless,  still  resolved  to 
B^rifice  his  victim,  he  bore  down  npon  him 
with  all  the  weight  of  hia  official  station.  Al- 
though the  individnal  had  withdrawn  himself 
from  civilized  society,  still  he  must  be  pursued, 
and  honted^  and  blasted  I  With  what  f  With 
truth?  With  fact?  No.  With  sunnises— 
with  m^idona-^with  hearsays,  and  affidavits. 
Bat  did  these  pnx^  such  as  uiey  were,  exist 
■t  the  tfou  his  aoonsalian  was  made !  Not  at 
all.  He  made  the  diarge  on  a  mere  vague  ru- 
mor ;  but^  as  a  means  of  infiicdng  a  more  dead- 
ly stab,  he  gave  in  the  names  of  men  who  had 
msol^ed  the  troth  of  their  own  declarations 
— names  of  which  I  need  not  say  much. 

I  am  not  enrious  to  speonlate  mudi  on  the 
affidavit  which  has  been  produced  to  die  House 
— a  matter  whieli,  in  its  origin,  for  the  honor 
of  all  concerned,  had  better  been  left  to  sleep 
in  oblivion — a  matter  conceived  in  malice,  ma- 
tared  incotnqitMm:  and  pe^iuT-,  and  Introonoed 


here  in  a  manner  most  mysterious.  He  who 
made  the  affidavit  instantly  fled.  I  trust  he 
may  be  the  scapegoat  who  will  bear  the  sins  of 
his  association  m  this  transaction  to  the  wilder- 
ness. It  would  be  unnecessaiyfor  me  to  dwell 
longer  on  the  subject  of  tills  affidavit — the  time 
at  which  it  was  obtained — the  circumstances 
whioh  preceded,  attended,  and  those  which  fol- 
lowed it  When  the  individual  sought  to  insin- 
uate himself  into  my  favor,  after  navlng  pre- 
viously injured  me,  when  he  sought  my  for- 
givoaess  mr  past  offisnces,  I  fb^ave  him  gen- 
erously :  and  this  is  the  requital  I 
-  !Mt.  Speaker,  I  cannot  he  insensible  to  the 
flituation  I  occupy  before  this  honorable  court 
—a  situation  well  calculated  to  inspire  alarm 
and  solicitude  on  my  part.  In  the  nature  (tf 
the  accusation,  there  is  matter  cognizable  in 
the  courts  of  the  country.  I  am  arraigned 
hero  for  the  offence  of  having  redressed  a  p|er- 
sonal  wrong.  I  am  chained  with  not  having 
respected  the  rights  of  this  House ;  yet  I  am  not 
allowed  the  judgment  of  my  peers.  I  can  claim 
no  equality  with  the  honorable  members  of  this 
House,  whom  I  see  around  me.  Thdr  station 
has  nosed  them  fiv  above  me.  I  am  only  a 
private  citizen.  Thus  boated,  who  are  to  be 
my  Judges  1  Those  who  form  a  party  to  this 
accusation.  How  unequal  the  contest  1  and 
how  hopeless  must  innocenoe  itself  t>e,  if  saoh 
a  court  were  pleased  to  demand  a  victim  I  I 
know  there  is  no  such  purpose  here.  The 
honor  as  well  as  the  integrity  of  gentl.emen 
would  withhold  them  from  it  But,  behold 
the  influence  which  may  he  exerted  against 
me  I  I  see  no  judge  upon  the  bench,  with 
power  to  instruct  the  jury  as  to  the  law  of  the 
case ;  I  see  no  accuser,  and  no  accused,  stand- 
ing side  by  side  before  that  Judge  I  I  am  ar- 
rugned  before  a  court  whioh  Is  Btaading  on  its 
own  privil^ies — ^whioh  arraigns  me  in  its  own 
case.  And  thna  rituated,  I  am*  tried  for  die 
commission  of  a  most  flagrant  orime— for  in- 
sulting the  whole  American  people,  in  the 
person  df  one  of  the  members  of  this  body. 
Tet  I  have  violated  no  law,  I  have  transgressed 
no  precept  known  to  the  people  of  this  land. 
If  I  have  violated  any  privilege,  that  privilege 
must  be  somewhere  declared.  If.  it  exists  at 
all,  it  lies  as  a  little  spark  deeply  covered  \  not 
even  the  smoke  of  it  has  appeared.  It  is  a 
privilege  which  the  American  people  do  not 
know ;  aif&  I  demand,  on  their  behalf^  to  know 
what  it  is.  I  shall  bow  to  that  privilege  when 
it  Shan  have  heen  defined,  and  when  it  shall 
have  beo<»ne  oonstitational,  b^  the  people*s  ac- 
quiescence. But  where  there  is  no  law,  thw  is 
no  transgresdon.  I  admit  that  the  members  of 
this  House  have  privileges,  and  that  their  per- 
sons ought  to  be  protected,  because  they  rep- 
resent citizens  of  this  republic  On  those  wiv- 
ileges  I  should  be  the  last  to  entnoaoh.  But. 
when  a  member  of  this  House  places  himself 
out  of  the  protection  of  this  pn'rile^  by  tros- 
assing  on  my  rights,  I  shall  view  him  in  his 
'  capadl^,  and  deal  with  him  aa  with 
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any  other  private  man.  But  I  will  nerar  tret- 
pass  on  t£e  privileges  of  this  House;  I  will 
never  assail  a  member  of  this  Hoose,  while  he 
represoits  the  Ameriean  people;  nor  iHll  I 
encroach  oa  anj  privilege  wnioh  belongs  to 
gentlemen  as  sadi.  I  need  not  s^  that  there 
•xist,  In  this  Govenunent,  three  distinct  oo- 
ordinate  branohoi.  Eveiy  gepttemaB  knows 
what  they  are.  And,  ia  respect  to  oao  oi 
them,  OoDgress  have  declared  what  shall,  and 
what  shall  not,  be  oonddered  as  a  contempt 
They  have  deoUred  that  a  ipdge  shall  be  pro- 
tected in  title  duties  of  his  office :  bat,  when  be 
steps  from  the  high  ftmction  of  administering 
the  laws  enacted  by  this  body,  and  its  co-ordi- 
nate branches;  when  he  leaves  the  Jndioial 
seat,  and  ]ay*  aside  the  Judicial  robes,  then  his 
privilege  ceases.  11^  then,  we  may  reascm  frtna 
anal<^,  in  deducing  the  ri^ts  of  this  body,  it 
seems  reasmable  to  soppoae  that  th«y  do  not 
tranaeeod  tboae  oi  a  oo-orainate  braodk  of  Qor- 
enunent ;  and  if  not,  thai  it  Is  idle  to  ai^  that, 
when  tUs  body  has  a^onmed.  Its  members  re- 
main nnder  the  proteolioD  of  their  privilege, 
and  that  it  goes  with  a  monber,  and  remrais 
with  him,  while  outraging  the  righta  of  dtiaens. 

Where  is  the  privilege  ?  Show  it  to  me,  that 
I  may  obey  the  law.  I  am  told  that  it  is  nnde- 
flued  and  nndeflnable,  and  that  it  is  to  be  re- 
lated by  yoor  disoreUtm  alone.  If  soch  a  dis- 
cretion is  in  yoor  hand,  the  power  of  panish- 
ment  must  extoid  to  Ufe  itself,  and  that  over  a 
man  who  has  not  in  any  way,  intermpted  yonr 
deliberations.  If  yon  oan  arrest  lum,  yon  may 
not  oolj  fine  him,  and  imprison  him^  bnt  yon 
vaaj  infllot  npon  him  torture  and  death,  nt^ 
tTrants  have  made  laws,  and,  in  enacting  them, 
have  had  no  regard  to  gmdnating  them  in  pro- 
portion to  the  oOSntoes  punishwle.  By  one 
of  these  tyrants  all  offenses  were  made  oi^ltal. 
I>raco  determined  that,  for  a  small  offence,  a 
citizen  deserved  death;  and,  as  nothing  more 
than  death  ooold  be  implicated  for  the  greatest, 
the  pnnishmeut  of  all  <n1mes  became  equal.  If 
this  body  will  publish  its  privileges,  and  grad- 
uate its  punishments,  then  we  mul  know  what 
to  fear,  and  how  to  avoid  transgresmon.  .Calig- 
ula enacted  laws :  they  were  not  for  the  pur- 
poee  of  regulating  his  subjects,  but  of  eabmp- 
ping  them.  Be  might  as  well  not  have  exerted 
his  legidative  power,  hot  left  his  aotion  solely 
tothftgov«cmnent<ffhi8irantonoa|irioe.  Bot 
ho  was  adjudged  a  tyrant  and  a  aoonster  for 
pnnlahiag  men  Ux  transgresidng  a  law  whioh 
they  could  not  know.  Vcr  it  is  the  oonaitoioe 
and  motive  of  mm  whioh  akne  give  tnrpitade 
to  their  actions. 

The  ground  has  bem  aasuiped  by  some  gen- 
tlemen, that,  if  the  House  neglected  to  punish 
in  BUCQ  a  case  as  the  present,  its  legislation 
might  be  exposed  to  danger;  that  companies 
might  be  (^;anized — ocmaplracies  fbnne^— and 
mobs  ooUeoted,  and  thus  the  measures  <tf  the 
House  be  effot^nally  oontrt^ed.  Kr,  I  must 
enter  my  inotest  against  the  application  of  any 
mob  argnnuint  to  mjwtit  Hj  diq>odlifla  faw 


never  been  fHtious,  my  condoct  obetrqiennr^ 
nor  my-  feelings  mall^iaiit.  It  is  said  tbrt 
honori^le  genuemui  must  be  protected.  I 
grant  it.  I  would  fiUl  in  the  fir^  ditoh  wheo 
ueir  persMis  were  assailed.  I  woaU  be  the 
last  to  entr«ioh  myedf  behind  it.  I  feel  that, 
as  a  patriot,  it  would  be  my  neatest  i^ory  to 
defetdth^^vUefeaassaarM:  but  let  it  not 
be  fcHgotCai  that  t£a  eKtlaan,  howarer  i^wHin^ 
and  howavar  mined  in  fiwtona^  hm  iKivihigei 
too.  It  la  his  ^vilege  to  earn  and  to  wear  tt 
honest  nama-^  deeerw  and  to  ai^oj  a  qwt- 
less  reputation.  TblslsibejivondflatoniiiDeat 
that  any  man  oan  wear,  and  it  is  mm  titiat  eveiy 
American  utizen  ou^t  to  |»eas  tenderly  to  his 
heart ;  nor  should  his  ann  ever  bang  nervelesB 
by  his  side  when  this  sacred,  brightest  jewel  is 
assailed.  Whm  a  member  of  Ihia  Hoose^  m- 
trenched  In  his  privilege,  brands  a  ]Hivate  cit- 
iaen,  in  the  ftoe  of  the  whole  nation,  aa  afraud- 
ttlent  villain,  ha  forgets  the  digni^  of  Ins  sta- 
tioDi  and  renden  bfansdf  anawenUe  to  tin 
peitf  an^ved.  Are  honoraUe  gcutknten  to 
send  abroad  tbdr  ealmnniei  nnqoastionedf 
Are  they  to  use  the  pririlege  wbicb  thity  haw 
received  from  the  dtuens  of  this  ooni^  as  a 
means  to  iqjnre  the  cdtiaenat  If  genuiMDOi 
disregard  the  ordinary  mlea  of  deomua^  and 
use,  in  their  place,  languid  injurious  to  iodl- 
vidnals,  oan  they  expwt  to  .be  protected  by 

Erivilege*  which  they  have  fcnftitedl  But  if 
(Hkorable  gentiemen  will  reqieot  thonselves, 
and  will  not  travel  out  oi  the  limits  of  legiti- 
mate debate,  for  the  pnrpose  of  grati^iiw  ot- 
vate  pique  and  personal  hoetilitiy,  they  wi&  nod 
a  waU  of  fire  snMud  them  for  ttwir  ^otaeticn. 
The  breast  of  every  tnie-luartod  Anwriotn  will 
^ow  with  zeal  In  their  deftnoe,  and  will  bow 
to  th^  privilegea  witii  revwential  gratitude. 
They  will  be  sDrrounded  with  an  impeoetraUe 
bulwark,  such  as  no  anned  hosts,  nor  tiie  maasf 
walls  <tf  this  o^ntol,  oonld  ever  supply.  It  is  • 
moral  rampart--a  d^enoe  that  will  last  while 
time  endures.  As  long  as  mcmben  reflect 
the  rights  of  individuuB,  individuals  will  re- 
speet  their  rights ;  uta  inU  thciy  ever  lose  this 
Ntfi^oard  num  they  shall  abandon  that  inatoal 
respect  which  tite  dtizens  of  a  republio  owe  to 
eadk'otfaw.  Oan  gentlemen  c^teot  to  e^ 
particular  immunities,  when  they  oease  to  act 
aoeor^nx  to  the  hl^  station  they  ooct^y,  and 
dagrade  tbemaelvesTy  the  nseof  langoage  saeh 
as  It  does  not  become  the  proud  q>irit  of  free- 
mentosafi'ert  Let thun be assaied the Amv- 
iom  people  will  never  dishonor  thamsalvas  1^ 
^>proving  tiie  vdnntary  degmdstiui  of  tbor 
representatives. 

This  honorable  body  oUinis  to  ezenase  a 
privily  whioh  is  imdoBned  and  inoompr^m- 
flible,  but  gentiemen  have  not  been  aUe  to  lay 
their  hand  on  any  part  of  the  ocautitntioo 
which  authorizes  their  didm  to  suoh  an  extra- 
ordinary prerogative^  The  ^tempt  to  support 
it  rests  upon  analogy  only — an  analogy  oon- 
neeted  with  the  powms  of  tiia  to  <£miber, 
thatwcOTtccQgeaemwof  adenpottonwMwJy. 
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For  oentnries  the  dtisena  of  En^aad,  to  their 
lastiDg  diflgraoe,  coirared  and  were  crashed  be- 
neath the  poli^oal  Ju^eiuant,  the  ahni^tj 
andnnqnemouUe  werontiTeof  the  king — a 
pfmo0iliT6  vhieh  cuimea  that  the  king's  court 
ezlitM  vherarer  the  king's  perwm  was  foimd ; 
and  tts  prerogative  to  ponidt  icit  omtempts  was 
-to  be  exercised  at  his  pleasure,  and  was  an 
eni^  of  ornelty  and  oppression.  They  sab- 
xnhted  to  a  privilege  which  was  ever?  thing 
whan  it  waa  to  be  eiereised,  and  nothing  when 
it  was  to  ba  defined  and  investigated — a  privi- 
lege which  floated  as  a  ragne  fancy  in  the  im- 
a^nation  of  a  British  mouuroh,  and  was  oarried 
into  effect  by  his  despotic  arm ;  in  the  exercise 
of  whioh  the  sabjeots  of  the  British  realm  were, 
wi^ottt  law,  distrained  of  their  libwty,  impris- 
(Mied,  finedf  pilloried,  whipped,  and  pilloried 


Qenttaneo  have  admitted  that  the  power 
tlierf  claimed  is  not  fiHmd  in  the  etmstitation : 
then  where  is  itt  There  is  no  ksng  here  to 
tKBOf  his  own  prerogiUive.  We  know  no 
iiMf}eei7  in  Una  oonatry,  to  be  preserved 
at  the  expense  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
citizens.  On  what  gronnd,  then,  was  the  priv- 
ilege placed  f  On  necessity }  the  plea  of  all 
tyrante,  the  hackneyed  engme  of  despotiam. 
Who  ever  heard  of  a  right  l%her  than  the  oon- 
stitotiont  All  the  powers  of  this  court  are 
derivative.  They  exist  only  as  they  have  been 
defined  and  regolated  by  the  pe(^  What- 
erer  is  not  ao  granted,  is  the  asBOxqitlon  t£  an 
«xtnu»diimT  pnrogatiFe.  If  the  power  la  not 
in  th^  oouBbtntfonf  tiien  it  is  roeorvod  to  the 
pei^e,  and  the  asemnption  <tf  ■  it  is  an  «i- 
oroaohnunt  upon  the  ri|^  (tf  the  wtiaena.  Ii^ 
liowerar,  the  oonrt  shall  assume  this  power, 
aiod  the  Amerioan  people  wibiesdng  it  shall 
aoqideBce  In  the  assomptlon,  I  shall  bow  to  their 
viU  with  the  most  reverentitd  respect 

I  tmst  I  shall  exhibit  the  same  sabmlaaion  as 
has  cUstiiwaished  my  ocmdnct  throoghoot  this 
trial  Aluion^  the  offioer  sent  to  arrest  me 
conld  never  have  effected  his  purpose  without 
rai^g  a  posse,  I  bowed,  and  ever  shall  bow,  "to 
the  very  shadow  of  the  authority  of  the  Houe, 

00  long  as  my  re^atanee  oould  he  eonstmed  into 
oontonpta  of  the  r^nveentalives  of  the  pec^le 
of  theUiii«t 

X  ocmo^ve  that  the  House  had  no  right  to 
deprive  me  of  Uberfy,  and  arraign  me  at  its  bar. 

1  sniQl  treat  its  will  with  profound  respect ;  and 
should  its  will  inflict  i^n  me  a  heavier  pooalty 
than  even  the  law  itaelf  would  pronounce,  I 
dull  salmiit  wtlUn(^  to  whatever  It  may  ad- 
judge. 

I  nave  lired  to  sustain  the  institatitms  of  my 
eountry,  and  I  will  never  treat  wther  th«si  or 
the  fnnetionariea  its  Government  with  eon- 
tomety.  Tet  it  is  my  oi^niob  that  the  right 
has  been  aanimed  without  l^^timate  auAomy, 
and  that  the  Amerioan  people,  when  thet  corae 
to  \afik  at  the  prooeedinga,  and  see  how  direotiy 
it  Btrikes  at  the  liberty  q£  the  dtizen,  wiU 
never  approve  of  the  osnipatian.  To  tell  the 


people  that  their  servants,  when  acting  in  a 
private  capacity,  are  protected  by  an  nn&fined 
power,  resting  in  the  breasts  of  men  who  at 
once  exmiise  theftmctionsof  aocusers,  witness- 
es, proaecntora,  judgea,  and  jurors,  will  excite 
their  astonishment ;  and,  unlesB  I  am  Tn''^V4*n, 
th^  wiU  deem  It  an  awnl  revelation  of  usnrp- 
ed  and  dangerous  power. 

It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  some  magnitude 
that  the  privU^es  <tf  the  Honse^  atronaoasly 
asserted,  should  be  de&ied.  The  power  as- 
sumed by  this  court  is  a  hieher  power  thu 
that  claimed  by  a  British  Farliament.  I  dislike 
precedents  where  the  rights  of  a  citizen  are  at 
stake.  They  cannot  bind  as  when  drawn  from 
British  history,  because  our  conatitntioo  and 
laws  are  dissimilar  to  those  in  England.  The 

Sriril^es  of  Pwliament,  however,  are  in  scane 
egree  defined  I9'  the  laws  and  precedents  of 
that  ooontry,  and  if  they  were  binning,  I  dwDld 
yet  be  acquitted,  even  <m  their  own  ground,  for 
the  most  diatingnished  jurists  of  England,  men 
who  have  devoted  their  wbde  lives  to  the  study 
of  her  oonstatntioDallaws.  have  expressly  dedded 
that  when  a  Ubel  uttered  by  a  member  of  Par- 
liament H  published  by  him,  the  act  of  publi- 
cation places  him  out  of  the  protection  of  his 
privil^e.  In  the  establisbment  of  this  position 
I  am  entrandhed  in  authorities,  as  distinguished 
and  unquestionable  as  any  Uiat  can  be  relied 
on  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  And  snrdy 
it  cannot  poasiUy  be  auppoaed  that  this  court 
has  a  ri^t  to  exerdse  powers  which  the  Far* 
liament  of  En^and  does  not  cUm  fbr  ita  mem- 
ben,  though  tlwy  are  Icvda  and  di^es.  The 
nations  of  the  old  worid  are  looking  for  your 
deoimon.  A  great  prindple  is  involved.  The 
liberties  of  more  than  twelve  millions  of  souls 
are  at  stake,  and  my  chief  regret  is,  that,  on  so 
weighty  a  subject,  I  am  so  incompetent  to  the 
task  which  has  fallen  to  my  lot,  and  that  I  do 
not  possess  those  abilities  which  would  enable 
me  fully  to  show  what  blesdngs  on  the  tme 
hand,  or  what  curses  on  the  otber,  most  flow 
from  the  deddon  to  which  this  House  shaU 
arrive.  Tflule  the  peofde  of  other  nations  are 
contemplating  all  that  is  sublime  and  beautiful 
of  GovenmeDt,  as  ediUted  in  the  Amerioaa 
ctHUtititflon;  while  they  look  to  her  fidr  plains 
and  her  fhntful  Talleys  as  a  land  of  refkige  for 
the  oi^ressed,  a  aaored  sanctuary  whicli  stands 
ready  to  reoelve  and  protect  those  who  fly  from 
sh<n«8  polluted  by  the  influence  of  despotism ; 
while  tiie  hope  of  the  philanthropist  is  fall- 
blown,  and  all  eyes  are  directed  to  tJds  hmd  as 
the  land  of  human  promise,  shall  it  be  told 
that  there  exists  in  the  midst  of  ns  a  privilege 
regulated  by  no  law,  and  of  so  mysterions  a 
nature  that  the  citizen  of  this  republic  knows 
not  when  he  violated  itt  Puuidi  'this  fact 
among  other  nationa,  and  none  will  think  c(t 
flying  to  a  country  where  even  thdr  penmal 
libwty  must  depend  upon  caprice,  and  must  lie 
at  the  mercy  of  a  princdple  purely  tyrannical — 
for,  whether  exercised  oy  one,  or  many,  the 
I«iiH)^e^  I  T^eat|  is  ^rrannioal.   It  ia  caprt- 
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dona,  and,  in  its  prftctieal  effects,  mtj  beoome 
orael  io  the  extoeme.  So  long  « the  weoritT 
ci  tlie  oltizeo  rests  npon  definea.laws,  altlioagji 
tite  ponii^eDt  attached  to  their  tnnBgrewion 
may  be  yvrj  Bevere,  still  if  both  law  and  pun- 
lahiQeat  are  dearly  laid  down,  and  niUiclr 
blown,  the  law  mn-  be  ob^ed|  and  tne  pno- 
iihmeiit  avdded.  Bat  it  inll  ever  be  foond 
that  men  have  an  inhwent  lore  of  Uborty  and 
an  Inborn  anue  of  the  Talne  of  repobitionf 
which  nerer  can  be  made  to  yield  to  any  an- 
thori^. 

There  U  a  bright,  nndTiog  tbov^t  in  nUkO, 

That  bids  bis  bouI  aUD  upward  mk 

To  Fame's  proud  diff; 

And,  longiog,  look 

la  hopes  to  grsTe  his  name 

For  after  sgea  to  admire, 

And  wonder  how  he  reached 

ThB  diny,  dangerous  height, 

Or  where  he  stood,  or  how." 

Thia  is  the  epirit  which  anhtmtff  and  cheers 
men  in  porsoit  of  btniOTable  aehieremente ! 

'Approbensions  seem  to  be  entertained  by 
memoers  of  this  House,  lest  vIoIeDce  should 
some  day  be  employed  to  abridge  this  honorable 
body  in  the  enjoyment  of  its  ri^ts ;  and  prece- 
dents have  bean  referred  to  to  show  that  the 
deliberatiou  of  a  Lenslatore  may  be  controlled 
by  armed  tnobel  One  gentleman  seemed  all 
allTe  to  the  prospect  of  these  dangers ;  and 
gentlemen,  In  the  pn^jress  of  my  case,  have 
talked  about  the  Goramnent  beiog  orerthrown  t 
They  bare  spoken  of  the  dedgns  of  tyrants. 
They  hare  ocH\tnred  op  tiie  apectre  of  a  Chief 
ICagistrate  who  vtaj  have  hu  bullies  and  hia 
myrmidons,  and  may  employ  them  to  oarry 
measures  in  this  House,  by  practices  the  mort 
nefiuiooa.  Sir,  I  tmst  Isball  never  see  that  day 
arrive ;  and  I  hope  that  thoee  who  are  mooh 
younger  than  I,  may  never  witness  its  fearful 
reality.  But  while  gentlemen  seem  so  greatly 
to  dread  the  tyraony  of  a  single  individual,  and 
appear  to  consider  It  a  matter  of  course  that  it 
must  be  some  desar,  some  Cromwell,  or  some 
Bonaparte,  who  is  to  overthrow  our  liberUes, 
I  most  beg  leave  to  dissent  from  that  opinion. 
All  histCHTy  will  show  that  no  tyrant  ever 
graroed  the  rdm  of  power,  Ull  th^  were  put 
mto  nis  bands  by  ocarnpt  and  obsequious  l^s- 
lative  bodies.  If  I  apprehended  the  sabTOrsion  of 
our  liberties,  I  should  look  not  to  the  Eiecolive, 
but  to  the  I^egislative  Department 

The  whole  history  of  Greece  furnished  ample 
lessons  of  instruction  on  this  snbjeot.  Ajid 
when  Cffissr  trsmpled  on  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  it  was  hecaose  a  oormpt  and  factious 
Senate  had  placed  the  sceptre  in  his  hands,  and 
tendered  him  the  crown.  The  same  thing  had 
been  done  both  in  Borne  and  elsewhere ;  not 
because  one  man  was  strong  enough  to  conquer 
the  nation,  but  because  the  nation  made  Uieir 
libertiea  a  footstool— encouraged  and  invited 
him  to  plaoe  his  feet  upon  their  necks.  Ifoi 
never  can  be  oonquered  so  long  as  the  tpbii  of 
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liberty  breaOies  in  their  bosoms ;  but  let  their 
Legislature  onoe  beoome  oormpt  and  sea-rile, 
then  the  freedom  of  tlie  pei^Ie  become*  an  easy 
prey.  It  Is  to  be  hopeA  that  the  frequent  eteo- 
tions  secured  by  our  form  of  Gk>vermnent  may 
save  us  from  this  fruitf^  source  of  ruin ;  but  if 
the  twm  of  onr  representatives'  offioe  were  for 
life,  wa  would  be  In  fbarftil  danger  of  aharing 
the  fytB  which  has  hapi)ened  to  all  rqmUios 
before  ns.  The  process  is  easy  and  nstnrall 
Laws  are  first  enacted,  which  trench  bnt  a  little 
on  the  people's  UbertMa— these  are  snffeted  to 
pasB.  Then  othw  Isn  are  enacted,  which  go 
a  little  further— men  be^  to  find  that  power 
is  rallying  to  the  strong  point,  from  wMtii  b- 
vors  are  lii>eratly  ^epeiued.  They  seek  those 
favors,  and  thus  beoome  gradually  oomipted. 
The  cOTmption  whioh  has  began  at  the  oeotre, 
flows,  by  agrees,  to  the  extremities  t^the  Statc^ 
fhnn  whence,  by  a  natural  reaoticm,  it  r^ows 
a^^  to  the  oentvL^and  then  aettUng,  it  gen- 
erates a  ^rrant  nr,  It  Is  l^raa  that  l^fr^aj 
arlaee— A  Boiate  growaenrnptUke  that  frfBone 
— men  beoome  ns  members  who  look  with  a 
de^,  intrase  burning  Interest  to  the  poasesaMi 
of  power ;  th^  constant  cry  is  for  power-^^ 
us  more  power — we  want  rank,  and  ribbons, 
and  tities,  and  ezdnsive  inivil^^  I  It  is  such 
men  who  bowed  their  knees  to  Pompey,  hailed 
triumphant  Oessar,  and  tendered  him  ue  soep- 
tre.  It  is  true  that  CsBsar  gntpei  at  it;  but 
he  never  oould  have  dutched  it,  had  there  been 
an  upright,  honest  Legislature,  faithfttl  to  virtue 
and  to  Kcane.  Eng^d  has  had  her  Cromwell. 
But  why  t  Became  a  despot  had  previously 
rogned  whmn  oonndraoy  had  sbieun  down; 
and  beoattse  a  Parliam«it,  althou^  the  idol  of 
the  British  people,  had  beocone  radieallf  cor- 
rupt, and,  instead  of  supporting  and  panfying 
the  throne,  bad  hurled  ittothegroond.  Omn- 
well's  hapea  were  then  yoaD|t ;  be  oomnUDced 
witli  that  lowliness  wmch  is  ever  the  p<diey 
of  young  ambition,  but  soon  be  walked,  be 
marched,  and,  in  the  end,  seized  npon  a  throne, 
not  lower  than  that  of  the  Autocrat  of  all  the 
Busnas.  Never  would  he  have  been  crowned 
Protector  had  not  the  Partiament  <tf  Englsnd 
been  first  corrupted!,  He  reared  the  prote^orsl 
throne  on  tiie  neoks  of  a  base  and  eervUe  Fsr- 
liamenL  who  tamely  brooked  the  indign^ 
which  dartarda  deaerved.  An  honmUe  sat* 
tleman  had  alluded  to  the  Oonititnent  and  Ha- 
ti<mal  Assembly  of  France.  What  legidative 
bodies  could  have  been  more  corrupt  than  they ! 
If  the  galleries  dictated  th6  law  to  those  bodiesk 
why  was  itt  Beoanse  they  themselves  had 
nsorped  the  power  they  exercised — end  terror 
stru^  the  hearts  of  men  who  had  no  home,  do 
country ;  for  where  there  is  no  security  to  the 
(ntizen,  there  is  nrather  home  nor  country. 
Bonaparte  wap  used  to  say  that  it  was  not  be 
who  seized  tbe  thrones  Europe,  but  it  wss 
the  peofde  of  Europe  who  had  thrown  them- 
selves uncler  bia  foet  But  the  foan  of  gentie- 
men  are  groundless.  *  Those  who  crowd  tin 
lobbieaftfan  Amarioaa  Legiaktore  antooan- 
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lightened,  too  patriotic,  «tw  to  insalt  the 
members  of  thetr  c^wn  House  of  BmreMntft- 
tives.  Let  the  Honse  do  its  da^,  within  ibo 
constitatioD,  and  tliey  will  find,  thronghoiit 
evearj  portion  of  this  people,  a  spirit  of  the 
deepest  reverence  to  snstain  their  rights.  I 
sabmit,  tben,  to  this  court,  whether  gentlemen 
who  have  presented  somany  hTpotheuca)  cases, 
and  indulged,  so  many  Tagne  fears,  have  not 
disqnieted  thonselvea  In  tud.  Some  the 
gentlemen  have  thrown  oat  the  idea  that  prob- 
ably they  themselves  might  be  ib»  next  victim 
fiir  hnmolAticni ;  that8omerade,ferodon8  bally 
might  assault  them  for  the  rrauvks  they  had 
offered  on  the  floor.  If  these  remarks  were 
intended  to  refer  to  me — although  the  gentle- 
men, no  doabt,  thought  they  were  doing  me 
nothing  more  than  aaeec  justice,  yet  I  can  as- 
sure them  that  I  have  not  merited  such  a  re- 
proach at  their  hands,  and  I  think  that  the 
neariI^;  of  this  cause,  and  the  somming  up  of 
the  evideiHW  by  my  counsel,  may  be  sufficient 
to  prove  that  such  fears  are  g^ondless.  I  have 
never  thirsted  for  the  blood  of  my  fellow-man. 
I  mover  have  been  ennaed  in  riots,  or  guilty  of 
boDyim;  aiqr  man.  I  have  nevor  interrupted 
any  oflioor  of  tta  Govenuimt  in  the  discharge 
of  his  daties.  I  have  never- been  the  advocate 
of  boUiee,  or  the  representative  of -blackgawds. 
I  never  stm^t  to  inspire  the  fears  of  any  one  by 
superior  phyrioal  force,  nor  have  I  ever  assailed 
any  one  unless  when  deeply  wronged.  I  would 
willingly  give  my  life  as  the  guaranty  for  the 
prote^on  of  the  members  of  this  House.  I 
would  be  the  first  to  protect  them,  the  l«st  to 
insult  their  feelings  or  to  violate  the  sanctoary 
vt  their  persons.  It  was  deemed  necessaiy  to 
ime  ft  summary  process  for  my  ^prehension, 
and  it  was  opeiidy  m^tahied  that  my  conduct 
meet  richly  deserved  punishment.  I  salanltted. 
I  made  no  mrisUnee  to  that  ipnoua,  I  tab- 
mitted,  and  shall  ever  sabmit  to  the  decirions 
of  this  House.  Tet  it  has  been  deemed  not 
•offloient  to  rely  on  the  couBdtution,  and  on 
inivikges  never  granted  by  the  oonsUtntion.  but 
even  thepersonufeelingsofmembm  have  been 
appealed  to— the  very  oond  of  sociability  has 
been  called  in  ^d  of  this  attempt  against  the 
Iil)erfy  of  the  American  i^tizen.  If  it  had  been 
determined  to  try  me  for  my  alleged  offence, 
why  a{>peal  to  personal  feeling,  but  to  induce 
the  House  to  act  under  the  mflsenee  of  par- 
tlilt^,  and  Morifice  ita  duty,  the  law,  and  the 
oomntBtioi,  to  merely  persMial  oonrideratimiB, 

And  what  eflSsot  was  all  this  to  produce  in 
oarlandl  To  distrain  ttie  Ameriom  oltliai 
oi  his  liberty — to  prostrate  him  by  power  and 
influnee,  unknown  to  the  laws  of  this  country. 

Thus  pnl>lic  Uberty  is  assailed,  in  the  person 
of  an  indiTidaaL  and,  in  prostratang  him,  a 
prinmple  will  be  destroyed,  which  is  the  great 
safeguard  ot  American  liberty.  Sir^  the  tune 
was,  when  the  name  of  Roman  citixen  was 
known  throughoot  the  world  as  the  protection 
of  him  that  wtn  iU  Italy  was  then  the  seat  <tf 
IUmt^  ;  there  ahe  dkooe  Uke  the  aon  tn  Ida 


[H.  OF  R. 

brif^tnesi,  and  her  r^ys  darted  themselves  to 
the  remotest  ends  of  the  earth.  It  was  a  noble 
example,  and  we  should  do  well  to  profit  by  it. 
In  oonseqneuce  of  the  dedsion  of  gentlemen,  the 
rectitude  of  whose  motives  Z  am  far  from  ar- 
raigning, I  am  brought  before  you  as  an  ao- 
cuaed  man,  and  placed  to  respond  in  my  own 
behalf  before  this  high  tribunal.  However 
noTd  such  an  attitude  may  be  to  me,  it  may 
the  better  be  endured,  dnoe  it  is  a  great  prin* 
ciple  that  I  contend  for.  It  la  not  my  rights 
alone,  but  the  ri^ta  of  millions  that  are  in- 
vdved.  Keed  I  state  this  here?  Vbocanbe 
80  wise  to  know,  or  who  can  have  the  same  in- 
centives to  preserve  tiie  just  and  uniJienable 
rights  of  an  American  citizen,  as  the  high  court 
I  now  address}  American  citizen  1  It  is  a 
sacred  name  I  Its  sanctity  attaches  itself  alike 
to  his  person,  whether  he  journeys  over  the 
scorching  sands  of  Florida,  or  wanders  in  the 
deepest  forests  of  our  Korthern  frontier; 
throughout  the  repnblio,  or  in  his  native  State ; 
in  the  boepm  of  civilization,  or  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  savage  life ;  stall  he  is  an.  American  oiU- 
zea.  I  do  not  suspect  the  motives  of  gentle- 
mea;  I  should  notdeserreJuslioeatth^handB 
if  I  could ;  X  am  very  sure  they  will  feel  them- 
selves elevated  far  above  the  influence  of  every 
sinister  coDsideration.  So  believing,  it  will  ^ve 
me  pleasure  to  endure  their  will ;  and  I  should 
be  proud  to  be  even  their  victim,  rather  than 
admit  the  belief  that  they  can  be  actuated  by 
any  -base  or  unworthy  motive.  I  nught  refer 
to  other  matters  which  are  on  my  mind,  and 
which  press  for  utterance.  But  I  sbaU  indulge 
in  no  feelings  on  an  occasion  like  the  present. 
And  should  any  unguarded  expreamon  have 
fallen  from  me,  I  can  assure  gentlemen  it  has 
fidlen  witiiout  deugn.  The  members  of  this 
court  must  be  aware  that  many  individuals  have 
calculated  on  the  opportunity  of  humiliating 
me,  could  th^  measures  be  sanctioned  by  the 

Eublic.  But  I  feel  proudly  confident  that  noth- 
ig  which  trODobes  on  the  right  that  eveir  man 
born  in  this  land  possesses,  to  a  fair  and  open 
trial,  can  ever  be  sanctioned  by  the  people.  I 
have  had  the  miribrtune  to  see  a  witness  brought 
here  in  behalf  of  the  accused,  insulted  upon  the 
stand — ^insulted,  where  he  was  entitled  to  ex- 
pect protection  from  this  House.  I  have  fttr< 
ther  seen  the  counsel  who  conducted  my  defence 
treated  with  pemmal  disrespect.  A  gentle- 
mta  whoae  Vmni  and  amiaUe  manners  should 
at  least  have  ditelded  hbn  from  every  thing 
like  radenflas  w  indignity.  A  gentleman  whose 
intelll^enoe  rdsea  bun  to  a  dutli^uiBhed  emi- 
nence m  socnety,  and  the  fruits  of  whose  genius 
will  be  a  proud  l^aoy  to  posterity,  at  was 
entitied,  as  it  se^s  to  me,  especially  when  en- 
gaged in  behalf  of  an  accused  man,  to  reepectfhl 
consideration  and  gentiemanly  treatment.  How 
far  the  course  pursued  towards  him  was  of  this 
description,  I  leave  it  for  the  court  to  decide. 
But  this  was  not  the  only  remarkable  thing  in 
the  course  <tf  the  present  trial  In  a  court 
jDstio^  I  had  ever  Men  tanght  to  believe  that 
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the  person  of  au  indiyidnal  acciued,  whatever 
might  have  been  his  alleged  offence,  was  held 
to  be  under  protection;  that  he  was  shielded 
by  the  dignitj  and  anthorltj  of  the  tribunal  from 
obloquy  uid  abase,  and  protected  frwn  all  vio- 
lence, whether  by  speedi  or  action.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  counsel  may  animadvert  with  se- 
verity npon  his  ocmdnot,  and  enlaive  upon  hia 
guilt  But  there  is  a  deoomm  wmoh  nsoally 
governs  tiie  style  a  proseontor,  however  n 
maoh  heated  he  may  be  by  his  snMeeL  The 
power  of  pablic  opitdon,  if  nothing  else,  is  suffi- 
cient to  restr^  him,  abd  to  correct  all  impro- 
priety of  lai^age.  He  has  reason  to  fear  the 
oorreotion  of  an  indignant  people,  whenever  he 
is  tempted  to  heap  immlt  upon  those  in  bonds. 
But  white  standing  at  this  bar,  have  I  not  been 
branded  with  the  epithet  of  assassin?  And 
have  I  not  brooked  itt  Will  the  annals  of 
Jndicifd  proceeding  exhibit  another  instance 
where  such  langua^  has  been  permitted  to  be 
applied  to  an  individual  in  custody  ?  Yet,  be- 
iore  the  ef»  of  this  assemUy,  and  in  Hie  eyes 
of  this  whole  nadon,  have  I  been  traduced  by 
the  epithet  of  assa^n.  Br,  I  trust  that  I  need 
not  disclaim  the  crime  imputed  in  tilutt  wcvd. 
I  bore  no  da^r  when  I  met  my  aocoser  I 
When  that  term  was  applied  to  me,  in  this 
place,  and  on  this  occasion,  I  do  confess  that  I 
felt  my  spirit  di^e.  and  feelmgs  indignant  Bnt 
BO  fkr  as  the  muscles  of  my  oonntenanoe  were 
capable  of  suppressing  evwy  indication  of  such 
a  .feeling,  I  did.  snppress  it  Yet  I  could  not 
but  thiiLE  of  the  eloquent  and  impree^ve  rebuke 
admizdfltored  to  the  high  priest  of  the  Jews  hf 
the  AposUe  Paul,  when  he  stood  in.  bonds  be- 
fore hun,  and  the  hl^  priest  ordered  him  to  be 
smote  unon  the  mooUu  "  God  shall  smite  thee, 
tbon  wmted  walL  for  rittest  thou  to  Judge  me 
acoor^ng  to  the  law,  and  ocmimandest  me  to 
be  smitten  contrary  to  the  law  ? "  When  I 
was  on  my  trial  at  this  bar,  I  was  under  the 
protection  of  this  augnst  tribunal.  I  had  by 
my  deportment  here  provoked  no  indignity.  As 
an  American  citizen,  I  had  a  claim  to  that  im- 
punity from  insult  which  is  accorded  to  the 
veriest  victim  of  malice.  Yet  I  was  stdgmatisdd 
as  an  assasdn,  and  I  brooked  it,  uttering  no  re- 
proach in  reply.  X  hoped  it  might  be  a  propi- 
tiation of  the  offence,  if  I  had  committed  any 
■gtdnst  the  privil^ea  of  the  Amoican  people. 

As  for  the  feeUnga  which  promptedT  my  ao- 
euser,  who  made  use  the  tenUf  however 
warranted  he  may  have  supposed  himsdf  in 
applying  it  to  me,  I  can  refer  him  to  tiie  time, 
and  I  do  it  with  pride,  though  not  tn  the  spirit  of 
vaunting,  when  it  was  my  destiny,  and  I  felt 
it,  I  confess,  a  high  and  honorable  destiny,  to 
be  the  representative  on  this  floor  of  American 
freemen. 

Did  the  gentleman  at  that  time  see  any  thing 
In  my  deportment  which  would  warrant  his 
treating  me  as  he  has  done  ?  And  I  think  it 
must  be  accorded  to  me,  that  when,  rince  that 
time,  I  have  been  accidentally  present  here,  my 
deportment  has  been  ever  reepeotftiL  It  has 


never  been  my  habit  to  retain  and  gratify 
m^ignant  fbelings;  nor  should  1  have  given 
occasion  for  the  present  proceedings,  had  I  not 
been  accused,  denounced,  and  inwilted  upon 
this  floor.  I  uo  not  justify  my  oooTBe.  I  hAve 
been  held  accountable,  and  I  have  accoonted 
for  it  But  I  trust  this  is  not  to  be  nude  a 
precedfjtat  for  othen,  11^  in  vbat  I  did,  I 
sinned  agunst  this  hfflunrahfo  Hoaae,  I  waa 
unoonacioas  of  the  ftet  The  tan  erisled 
not  in  my  intentitm;  it  had  oo  place  In  mj 
heart  If  others  now  enloying  the  lu^  atatkn 
I  once  possessed,  think  it  beoomii^  to  as- 
sail me  with  contempt,  ridicule,  and  vittqien- 
tion,  I  trust  I  have  me  fortitude  to  endue  & 
I  cannot  forget  that  while  I  have  mypiiT3ege% 
others  have  their -privil^^  also,  and  most  ac- 
count for  thttr  improper  exercise. 

I  may  have  errod  when  proceeding  on  the 
principle  of  other  analogous  cases.  I  objected 
to  the  j  u^ment  of  a  pr^  udiced  and  f«"'mitt^^ 
judge.  If  I  had  mode  an  aasaaatn-Uke  attadt 
npm  Iherepntatlonof  an  aocoBednnii,  I  voeld 
at  least  have  held  myself  aloof  from  the  twk  of 
prcHionndng  Judgment  upon  him.  Bar,  I  fed 
that  I  never  could  have  done  it  Gould  I  have 
been  guilty  of  such  anact?  Oonldl  soOrhave 
lost  sight  of  every  high  objeot,  <^  ereey  aehSa 
purpose,  of  every  sacred  trust,  I  should  have  in- 
curred a  do(Hn  so  degraded,  that  imaginatiop  it- 
self would  flEul  in  the  pursuit  of  my  dertiny,  and 
fancy  would  become  weary  in  the  pannjt  of  a 
profitless  Journey.  I  should  have  sanken  my- 
self so  low,  that  Ardumedes  himself^  with  sH 
the  funded  power  of  bis  levers,  ffaoo^  empioy- 
ed  at  thetaakforathonsandTean,  oouUnever 
have  oalted  aooh  a  sinrit'  to  Q»  rank  and  at- 
onmstanoes  of  honorable  men.  Whatever  epi- 
thets it  mdj  have  pleased  garttenen  to  loe,  I 
acquit  them  of  reproach.  I  have  no  epithets  ta 
return.  I  will  not  cherish  for  a  moment  sb 
unkind  feeling — no,  not  for  "  the  nnkindest  est 
of  all." 

Sir,  even  if  iifjury  has  been  done  to  the  prin- 
I^s  of  this  House,  which  I  dmy,  does  it  not 
broome  the  House  to  consider  wbetl>er,  in  ocr- 
reoting  one  wrona,  another  may  not  spring  ns 
of  far  greater  and  overshadowing  magnitadei 
In  the  discussion  which  preceded  my  arrest,  mj 
character  was  gratuitously  and  wantmily  as- 
staled.  It  was  suKested,  as  an  aranment  ftr 
the  airest,  that  I  had  probably  fledl£eaniffi«^ 
arenega^  and  ablackgnard;  and  that  minnliai 
might  he  of  vast  importance. 

To  these  gentlemen,  who  could  advance 
an  opinion,!  say  that  they  knew  little  ^mmubm. 
I  never  avoided  responmbility.  I  have  perilkd 
some  little  in  the  protection  of  American  ehi- 
zoDB,  and  if  I,  mys^  au  American  citizen,  hvn 
perilled  life  and  blood  to  protect  the  hearths 
my  fellow-oitisens,  they  little  know  me  who 
would  imagine  that  I  wonld  flee  from  the  diarfe 
of  crime  that  was  imputed  to  me.  At  aU 
events,  they  will  leam  that  for  once  I  have  not 
proved  recreant  I  have  not  eschewed  remn- 
Bibilit^— 4  have  not  aoogU  ntaga  in  ftSght 
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Ferer  I  never  1  shall  that  brand  attach  itself  to 
mj  name.  Woxild  it  not  have  been  strange 
that  I  should  seek  to  dishonor  mj  ooontry 
throogh  her  representatives,  when  I  have  ever 
been  lonnd  ready,  at  ~her  oul,  to  do  and  suffer 
in  her  service !  Yes.  And  i  tnut  that  while 
B ving  upon  tbisesrthj  I  shall  evw  befbnnd  ready, 
at  her  cal^  to  vindicate  the  wrongs  inflicted 
u^n  her  in  coUeoUve  oapad^,  or  upon  her 
citizens  in  their  personal  rigbta  and  to  resent 
my  own  personal  wrongs.  Whatever  genUe- 
men  may  nave  imaf^ned,  so  long  as  that  proud 
emblem  of  my  country's  hberties,  with  its  stripes 
and  Its  stars,  ^inting  to  the  American  nag 
over  the  portrait  of  Luayette,)  shall  wave  in 
this  Hall  of  American  legislators,  so  long  shall 
it  cittt  its  sacred  protection  over  the  j;}ersonal 
rights  of  every  American  oitizen.  Sir,  when 
you  duU  have  destroiyed  the  {aide  o£  Amerioau 
diaraeter,  you  will  have  destroyed  the  brightest 
iewel  diai  Heaven  evw  made.  You  will  have 
drained  the  purest  and  the  holiest  drop  which 
visits  the  heart  of  your  aaaes  in  ooundl,  and 
joor  heroes  in  the  fi^d.  Tpa  will  have  an- 
nihilated the  principle  that  must  snstun  that 
emblem  of  Ihe  nation's  glory,  and  elevate  that 
emblem  above  your  own  exalted  seat.  These 
massy  columns,  with  yonder  lofty  dome,  shall 
sink  into  one  crumbling  ruin.  Yes,  sir,  though 
oormption  may  have  done  something,  andluzury 
may  nave  added  her  seductive  powers  in  en- 
dangering the  perpetuity  of  our  nation's  fbir 
fame,  it  u  these  privileges  which  still  induee 
every  American  citizen  to  dina  to  the  instito- 
tiMU  of  his  country,  and  to  low  to  the  asBem- 
bled  rmresentatives  of  his  native  land  as  th^ 
best  and  only  safeguard. 

But,  sir,  so  long  as  that  flag  shall  bear  aloft 
its  glittering  stars — bearing  niem  amidst  the 
din  of  battle,  and  waving  them  triumphantly 
above  the  storms  of  the  ocean,  so  long,  I  trust, 
shall  the  rights  of  American  citizens  be  pre- 
served safe  and  unimpured,  and  b-auamitted  as 
a  sacred  legacy  from  one  generation  to  another, 
till  discord  shall  wreck  the  spheres — the  grand 
march  of  time  shall  cease — and  not  one  frag- 
ment of  all  creation  be  left  to  ohafo  on  the 
bosom  of  eternity's  waves. 
When  ICr.  Houston  had  concluded, 
Hr.  Hastkb,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted 
ttie  fdlowing  resolution : 

Retolved,  That  Samuel  Houston,  now  in  custody 
of  the  Sergeantat-Anns,  should  be  forthirith 
charged. 

Ifr.  HuBTiNSTOHroseto  offer  an  amendment, 
that  all  after  the  word  fieeolved  be  stricken 
out,  ndlJie  Mlowii^  inserted : 

**Tbat  Samuel  Houston  bas  been  guilty  of  a  con- 
tempt  and  violation  of  the  privileges  of  tUsHonse. 

Mr.  HcKTraeTOK  mpported  Ua  T«B(datioa  by 
an  able  argumeut. 


TnaDAT,  Kaj  8. 
Odte  ^  Sanmd  ffmuton. 

The  House  resumed  the  owiridflration  of  the 
case  of  Samuel  Houston ;  the  question  being  on 
the  amendment  ofiiared  by  Hr.  HmmsoroN  tc 
the  resolntiw  of  Kr.  Hjuvbb,  (viz.,  declaring 
Samuel  Honaton  guilty  of  a  contempt  and 
breach  of  the  privifines  of  the  House.) 

Hr.  ^LLSwoBTH,  (ff  Oomiecticut,  sfdd :  It  had 
been  s^d  that  this  was  a  question  touching  the 
rights  of  an  Amerioau  citizen  ;  and  gentlemen 
had  even  called  upon  Uie  House:  as  though  the 
individual  at  the  bar  was  a  Roman  citizen. 
He  is,  Bud  Hr.  an  American  citizen,  and  I 
am  prepared  and  disposed  to  secure  to  him  all 
the  rights  which  pertain  to  that  character,  and 
they  are  beyond  what  any  Roman  enjoyed ;  but 
it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  thia  ia  a  qnea- 
Uaa  that  iuTolvea  the  ri^ta,  not  only  of  the 
aoonsed,  but  of  every  citizen  in  the  Union ;  ai^ 
if  the  printuple  laid  down  by  the  gentlemaa 
from  Tennessee  (Hr.  Folk)  be  correct,  it  is  a 
question  deeply  connected  with  all  the  rights 
m  freemen,  and  of  free  and  independent  debate 
in  this  House.  The  facts  of  the  case  are  few 
and  simple — will  not  recapitulate  them.  That 
the  accused  has  assculed  a  manber  of  this  House^ 
is  not  denied ;  and  tiiat  he  has  inflicted  upon 
him  an  outrage,  which  threatened  not  only  his 
safety,  but  his  life,  has  beta  suffioieittly  estab- 
lished. The  only  question  is,  whether  this 
battery  waa  perpetrated  for  the  cause  stated  by 
the  gratioDaan  from  Ohio  in  his  latter  to  the 
&>euer.  Thiaembraaes  the  irtu»le  of  tlie  case. 
If  the  injniy  waa  not  inffioted  fitff  that  cause, 
then wenaveno jurisdiotionof thematter;  but 
if  it  was,  then  I  repeat  that  the  case  involves  a 
question  of  the  deepest  moment. 

I  shall  not  recapitulate  the  evidence  of  the 
&ot  that  the  assault  vras  made  for  words  s|K)ken 
in  this  House.  The  evidence  is  fresh  m  the 
reooUeotion  of  gentiemeo,  and  to  me  is  satisfao* 
tory  and  couvinoiog.  The  letter  of  the  accused 
expressly  declares  that  this  was  the  cause.  The 
assertion  made  by  him  in  thia  House,  '*  that  he 
would  right  the  wrong  where  it  was  done,"  is 
to  the  same  effect,  as  is  likewise  his  whole  con- 
duct and  the  course  of  his  defence.  Bi^  rip,  if 
we  wore  to  dedde  that  the  assaidt  was  made 
for  the  publication  in  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer, and  not  for  speaking  the  words,  I  am  ^ 
from  agreeing  that  this  would  alter  the  case. 
It  ia  very  true  that  in  England  a  member  can- 
not plead  his  privile^  for  publishing  his  speech 
delivered  in  Parliament  There  it  is  a  breach 
of  the  standing  rules  of  the  Parliament  for  a 
member  or  other  person  to  publish  a  speech  so 
d^vered,  but  here  it  ia  not  only  permitted,  but 
expected  and  called  for ;  such  ia  the  genius  of 
our  Qovemment  and  the  spirit  of  our  institu- 
tions. I  am  not  ready  to  follow  the  English  courts 
in  this  particular,  nor  is  It  nece(»ary  now  to 
dedde  the  question,  fbr  in  my  ^ew  the  puUlcap 
tion  was  not  the  cause  of  the  assault. 

The  learned  oonnsel  fbr  the  aconaed,  aa  wdl 


Digitized  by 


872 


ABRIDGBnElTF  OF  THB 


KorB.] 

u  the  leuned  and  diBtingoished  geotleman  who 
hM  joBt  taken  Lib  s«aL  (Mr.  Pouc,)  haTe  en- 
deavored to  nuuntiUn  that  this  House  has  no 
right  to  pnDish  an  asBanltoommittedona  mem- 
ber  for  what  he  may  baTenid  in  debate  on  this 
floor,  and  the  proposition  would  not  be  varied 
ahould  I  aaj  for  the  diioharge  of  his  datr  in  this 
Howe,  Ibr  a  member  who  apealcB  In  uia  Hall 
riaee  to  ^leak  under  all  the  obUgationa  tit  bis 
high  official  tnut;  what  he  says,  he  says  in 
the  disdiarge  of  his  doty,  and  ia  the  sole  Jndge, 
both  of  the  propriety  of  what  he  shall  say,  and 
when  he  shall  say  it  being,  howoTor,  amenable 
in  both  respects  to  the  Jn^ment  of  this  Boose. 
The  qaestion  then  to  be  settled  is,  whether  the 
Honae  has  a  right,  nnder  the  oonstitntion,  to 
take  cognizance  of  an  assault  committed  by 
third  puiies,  out  of  doors,  on  a  member  who 
rises  here,  and  in  his  place,  and  ander  bia  official 
reqionsibilities,  utters  his  sentiments,  as  in  his 
minim  duty  donands.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Ifr.  Pou)  sms  that  he  has  loiAed 
into  the  oonstitntion,  and  finds  there  no  such 
jKiwer,  and  has  mmX  hours toshow  tiiat  it  does 
not  exist.  BIr,  if  I  do  not  find  it  there^  I  agree  to 
vote  with  him ;  and  if  I  do  find  it,  and  (£ow  it 
to  him,  then  I  ask  that  be .  will  vote  with  me. 
I  shall  not  go  beyond  the  letter  of  the  oonstito- 
tion — I  have  no  need  to  go  beyond  it 

Mr.  Deattoit,  of  Soutia  Carolina,  said :  The 
charge  which  has  been  preferred  against  the 
aooused  ts  that  of  having  assanlted  a  memW 
Arom  Ohio  for  words  spoken  by  him  in  debate 
npon  this  floor.  If  the  accused  has  committed 
this  act,  he  is,  in  my  Judgment,  guilty  of  a 
breaoh  of  one  of  the  privlle^  of  a  i^resenta- 
tive,  tar  which  this  House  ought  to  punish 
him.   I  shall  not  resort  to  argnment  or  preoe- 

.  dents  to  sustain  this  ttosition,  oecanse  I  rc^gwd 
it  to  be  unquestionable  that  all  legislative  and 
Judicial  homes  have  the  right  to  protect  them- 
selves while  exercising  the  fhnctions  which  are 
devolved  upon  them.  Were  they  destitute  of 
it,  their  Intimate  prooeediugs  might  he  inter- 
rupted, and  even  the  great  objects  for  which 
they  are  constituted  be  prevented  from  being 
carried  into  execution.  This  right  does  not 
belong  to  the  members  of  this  House,  as  individ- 
uals, but  as  r^resentatives  ot  th«  pei^le. 
by  foroe  or  menaces,  a  member  is  obstnioted  in 
the  perfonnanoe  ot  his  appropriate  dntiea,  w  if 
he  M  assaulted  tor  what  ne  has  draw  in  the  per- 
formance of  them,  the  rights  of  the  people  are 
Invaded,  in  the  person  of  the  member  who,  in 
his  representative  c^>acity,  is  identified  with 
the  people  whom  he  represents.  Were  the  fed* 
eral  oompaot  diesolved,  and  were  we  Mtting 
here  as  a  convention,  without  a  constitution  or 
laws,  could  any  one  doubt  that  we  had  the  right 
to  protect  ourselves'  from  threats  or  violenoe ; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  we  possessed  the  right 
of  exercising  the  means  which  should  be  neces- 
sary to  enable  us  to  acoompUsh  the  objects  for 
whioh  we  bad  been  delMMed  In-  the  peo(det 
Booh  are  the  ^ews  which  I  take  of  the  nrivileges 

*  (tf  a  refweaentatiTe;  but  these  privusges  ara 
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vested  in  him,  sc^y  that  he  ms^  ftitfaftilly  and 
fearlessly  penbrm  his  r^reaentaUve  dntiea; 
they  do  not  attach  to  him  when  he  is  not  in 
the  performance  of  them.  If  a  member  uses 
expressions  in  debate,  however  ii^uriona  th^ 
m^  be  to  the  rqmtaticn  another,  he  oannot 
be  held  aooovntable  for  theona  to  any  perwD; 
bnt  11^  for  file  repetitioa  of  tike  aiane  e^iree- 
rims  to  a  onnrd  in  the  atveeti^  or  for  die  pnb- 
Uoation  ot  tbam  by  himself  in  the  newapapen 
he  dtoold  be  assaulted,  he  would  then  stand 
upon  the  same  footing  with  his  oonstitiienta^ 
and  oan  <mly  appeal  to  the  lows  for  rofem 
To  execute  his  duties  in  this  House,  it  is  not 
requirite  that  a  member  ahoold  either  repeat  hia 
speeches  elsewhere,  or  that  he  should  publish 
tnem — he  is  not  precluded  from  the  repetition 
or  the  pubUeation  of  bis  q>eedie8 ;  but  i^  for 
either  of  these  acts,  he  should  eoffer  from  per- 
sonal violence,  this  House  would  have  no  Juris- 
diotion  onrtne  q^fondn,  beeaasetterepmeent- 
atlve  had  not  been  assailed  for  what  he  nas  arid 
or  done  upon  tiiia  flow.  Bhoald  a  repneentsr 
tive  be  assaslted  for  what  h«  had  nttMM  in  da- 
bate,  in  consequence  of  his  q>eeeh  being  re- 
puted or  publiuied  by  a  third  person,  the  as- 
sailant would  be  guilty  ot  a  breaoh  of  toe  privi- 
leges of  this  body,  because  the  repmsentative 
not  having  partifdpated  in  these  aob^  retain^  nn- 
dimlnishea,  his  prtrilege  of  freedom  of  qweiA 
in  debate. 

It  has  been  insisted  npon,  that  the  breach  of 
privilege  now  complained  of  is  a  violati<m  of 
that  part  of  the  constitutitm  whidi  says,  tiiat 
for  any  qmedi  or  debate  In  this  House  the  rep- 
reeeotative  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  odier 
I^aoe."  Admitting  Hie  oonstnetion  of  Am  ecA- 
stitution  by  these  gentiemen  to  be  conect,  I 
should  reply  to  them,  that  the  reprtaentative 
from  Ohio  had  been  assailed  for  the  pnUicatfam 
of  his  Bpeeoh  in  the  paper,  and  not  for  having 
delivered  it  on  this  floor.  But,  In  my  appre- 
henrion,  the  words  quoted  from  the  oonstitn- 
tion are  not  applicable  to  the  sulfjeot  which  is 
now  presented  to  us.  The  entire  paragn^h  in 
the  ccmstitutjoi^  an  extract  from  wmch  was 
made  by  the  gentlMuian  from  Oonnectiont,  is 
this :  "  They  (that  is,  Braatws  and  Bepreeent- 
atives)  shall,  in  all  casee,  except  treason,  felony, 
and  breadi  of  the  peaost  be  privileged  tnm 
arrest  daring  thdr  attcndanoe  at  tin  aesdoa  of 
their  ren>eouve  Hooaes,  and  in  going  to  or  re- 
tunung  from  the  same ;  and  for  any  speech  or 
debate  in  either  House  (hey  shall  not  ne  ques- 
tioned in  any  other  place."  By  thb  paragraph, 
oertain  privuegee  are  granted  to  a  repreeoita- 
tive,  in  order  uiat  her  may  not  be  intempted 
or  controlled  in  the  performance  of  h&  lefpda- 
tive  duties.  To  effect  these  ot^ects,  he  cannot 
be  detained  by  legal  process  unless  charged 
with  treason,  felony,  or  hreadi  of  the  peace, 
and  cannot  be  brought  before  a  court  fbr  any 
words  spoken  by  lum  in  debate,  altbwufa  il» 
words  might  be  snob  as  would,  hot  for  Ida 
pririlege,  render  Urn  liable  to  an  aetiui  for 
ae&mation.  The  oonatitntioB  did  -not  intand 
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to  proteot  a  repreaentatlTe  from  the  assaalt  of 
an  mdividtial,  beoanse  he  cannot  legally  be  as- 
aanlted;  and  because,  if  he  be  assaulted  the 
Iftva  aflford  to  him  the  same  remedy  aa  they  do 
to  every  dtizen;  bat  imless  shidded  by  his 
pri^ege,  a  repreaentatiTeooold  have  no  remedy 
where  he  haa  been  l^ally  arrested  or  sued. 
It  is  obvioTia,  then,  that  the  provision  of  the 
oonstitation  which  has  been  relied  upon,  is  in- 
tended to  protect  members  of  Oongreaa  in  cer- 
tain caaes,  In  which,  bntfbr  that  provision,  they 
oonld  not  legally  be  proteoted;  not  to  grant 
profieetkm  to  them  in  oaaea  in  vhioh  they  are 
pniteeted  the  lawa  of  the  land. 
The  Eoose  ai^nmed. 


WzmiBDAT,  May  9. 
Cem  of  SarnwH  SoruUm, 

The  Honse  resumed  the  conmderation  of  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Habfbb,  together  wiUi  Mr. 
BinmROTON'e  amendment,  the  one  proposing 
that  Samnel  Hooston  be  r^eased  from  custody : 
the  otho;  Uiat  he  is  guilty  of  a  etnitempt  ud 
bmdi  <nthe  privileges  of  the  Home, 

lb.  Dbattoh  oSwed  an  amendment  to  Vr. 
Hira(TnraTOH*e  amendmmt,  gt^ng  to  deolare 
that,  as  Samuel  Hoosttm  had  not  been  proved 
to  have  committed  the  assault  for  words  spoken 
in  debate,  he  be  released  from  custody. 

Mr.  DoDDBnws  requested  Mr.  Duttos'  to 
withdraw  his  amendment ;  and 

Mr.  Dkattoh  withdrew  it  for  the  pre^^t. 

Mr.  DonnnnKn  udd :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  senM- 
ble  of  the  time  misspent  in  the  present  investi- 
gaUon,  and  of  the  importance  of  that  time. 
But  I  am  BMudble  of  the  importance  of  the  prin- 
<»ple8  involved  in  the  decision  we  are  aboat  to 
make.  We  are  about  to  defend,  or  snrrender, 
the  privileges,  the  rights,  and  even  the  llbeitlea 
our  oimstataents.  These,  and  all  that  is 
dear  to  them,  are  at  stake,  u  deciding  <m  the 
T/WKsai  question,  this  Honse  will  npbtdd  the 
principles  of  oar  free  Government,  orpenidt  Its 
very  foundation  to  be  razed.  For  no  tme  can 
b^eve  that  the  representative  principle  can  be 
maintained  when  freedom  of  debate  shall  cease : 
without  this,  representation  would  be  a  vtdn 
thing.  Whenever  it  sh^  happen  that  the  rep- 
reeentatave  of  tiie  people  is  restr^ed,  by  con- 
riderationa  of  personal  danger,  from  defandiag 
the  ri^ts  and  interests  of  Uiose  he  represeuts, 
then  representa^Mi  oeases  to  exist  but  m  name, 
and  the  OoTflmment,  hr  whaterer  name  it  may 
be  oaQed,  beoomes  arbitraiy.  There  has  been 
one  0(«nmon  effort  here,  and  ont  of  doors,  to 
airaign  iSooB  House  tvt  attempting  to  secmre  to 
its  members  ezdudve  privil^^ ;  the  question 
has  evMi  been  debated  as  if  the  privileges  of  the 
members  of  this  Honse  alone,  and  not  those  of 
the  whole  body  of  the  people,  were  involved. 
This  effort  may  be  av^able  to  divert  publio 
opinion,  for  a  while,  from  the  true  question ; 
bot,  rely  on  it,  that  attention  will  soon  be  re* 
caUed. 

TouXL— 48 


CH.  or  B. 

I  have  often  reflected  on  a  remark  of  a  coun- 
tryman of  mbie  made  in  grave  debate,  sharpened 
by  party  feeling  like  uie  present;  a  remark 
which  then  struck  me  as  more  of  a  rhetorical 
effort  than  as  a  political  truism.  It  was  this : 
"  That  in  all  time,  and  in  every  nation,  a  ^at 
portion  of  the  public  mind  is  naturally  inclined 
to  monarchy;  and  that  this  its  natural  tendency 
should  be  vif^lantly  guarded  against  by  the 
friends  of  onr  free  institutaons."  The  gentle- 
man to  whom  I  allude  was  considered  the  fimt 
debater  in  Tirgiida,  if  not  in  the  Union :  and 
though  possessed  of  great  warmth  and  itf  mnch 
dedsion,  as  a  party  poHtidan,  his  general  ob- 
servations were  always  entitled  to  serious  oon- 
rtderadon.  He  did  not  mean  that  this  natural 
tendoioy  of  onr  weak  natore  was  to  monarchy 
by  name,  but  to  arbitrary  power,  in  the  person 
of  some  one  in  whom  we  place  an  nnlimited, 
and,  therefore,  a  dangerous  confidence.  In  f^e 
Governments,  this  fatal  tendencgr  first  manifests 
itself  in  an  impatience  under  the  operation  of 
those  checks  wntch  arethe  very  essence  o^  and 
without  whidi  free  Government  never  did  or 
ooa  ezist;  and  I  fear  we  have  arrived  at  a 
period  vhen  we  can  no  longer  shut  ow  eyes  to 
this  impatience. 

It  was  very  happily  sdd  by  the  gentlenian 
from  Uassachnsette,  (Mr.  Adahs,)  the  other 
day,  that  this  is  a  Government  of  co-operation 
and  of  checks.  More  of  political  tmth  oonld 
not  well  be  expressed  in  fewer  words.  That, 
at  least,  is  its  theoiy,  and,  in  general,  has  been 
its  practice.  The  departments  of  Government 
are  theoretically  three;  Iwislative,  ezeontive, 
and  Judiciary.  These,  to  be  separate  and  co- 
ordinate, must  be  indepwdent  of  each  other ; 
each  mnst  operate  as  a  check  on  the  others ; 
to  effect  which  salutary  end,  each  must  be  sus- 
tained by  the  otiiers.  Thos  the  Jadioiai7,  in 
Madison's  time,  was  sustained  by  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  Union,  against  an  oi^anlzed,  legal- 
ized, and  armed  opfraeition  to  its  aathority  in 
PennaylTania.  Even  in  the  time  of  Waahio^* 
tw,  it  was  snstained  in  the  same  State  agdnst 
an  armed  factious  opposition. 

The  case  to  which  I  nllnde,  of  a  l^alized 
armed  opposition  to  the  judicial  authority  in 
Pennsylvania  during  Mr.  Madison's  Administra- 
tion, deserves  a  more  particular  notice,  as  the 
exact  parallel  to  that  opposition  now  exists  in 
the  bonth.  The  case  was  this ;  A  controversy 
arose  in  the  admiralty  court  of  Pennsylvania, 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  between  the 
cMmounder  <^  a  Pennsylvania  Govwnment  Mg 
and  one  Olmstead,  owner  of  a  Oonneotiont  privsr 
teer,  in  which  each  elumed  a  certain  captnred 
vesMl.  Judge  Boss,  the  Pennsylvania  admiral^ 
judge,  determined  in  &vor  of  Josiah,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Pennsylvania  bri^,  and  his  orew. 
Olmstead  appealed  to  the  continental  court  of 
appeals  in  admiralty  cases,  which  was  no  otiier 
than  a  committee  of  seven  members  of  the  con- 
tinental Oongresa.  That  court  reversed  the  de- 
cree  of  the  State  oonrt,  and  ordered  the  cap- 
tured Tessel  to  b«  add  »r  tiw  benefit  of  (Hm- 
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Btead  and  crew ;  bat,  in  oonsideratioD  of  the 
state  of  the  coontry,  re^Dg  to  grant  process 
to  enforce  their  reversiDg  decree.  All  the 
oonrt  coDcarred,  except  the  honorable  Thomas 
HcEean,  the  president  of  the  court,  who  was 
among  the  first  jnrista  of  the  age,  and  who  after- 
wards became  obi^  justice,  and  finally  Govern- 
or of  Fenn^lvania.  The  admiral^ 
whose  Aecree  had  thns  been  reTersed,  never- 
theless proceeded  to  execute  it;  selling  the 
prize,  and  distribatinff  their  shares  of  the  prize 
money  to  Jonah  and  crew,  and  paying  to  the 
celebrated  David  Rittenhonse,  treasurer  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  proportion  to  which  that 
State  was  entitled  by  its  laws.  The  som  so  paid 
was  vested  in  public  securities,  and  after  his 
death  came  to  the  possession  of  his  daughters, 
who  were  bis  executrixes.  The  subject  of  this 
suit  was  brought,  in  a  civil  action,  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  errors  aud  appeals  of  Penn- 
sylvania, under  the  former  judicial  system  of 
ttiat  State.  Here  agun  Mr.  HcEean  presided 
as  chief  justice.  This  oonrt  ooncnrred  with 
the  continental  court  of  ftppeals,  and,  like  them, 
were  nnaoimoas,  with  the  exception  ot  the 
ivreendent. 

Soon  after  the  adoption  of  the  present  federal 
constitution,  it  was  decided  that  the  present 
district  courts  of  the  United  States  were  the 
proper  tribunals  for  canning  into  effect  the  un- 
executed sentences  and  decrees  of  the  late  con- 
tinental court  of  appeals.  Olmstead,  hereupon, 
filed  his  bill  before  Peters,  district  judge  in 
Pennsylvania,  who  rendered  a  decree,  but  de- 
clined enforcing  it  until  the  case  was  brought 
before  the  Supreme  Oourt,  and  there  finally 
decided  in  favor  of  Olmatead,  against  the 
da^Kbters  ct  Rittenhoose.  Meanwhile,  Mr. 
MeKean  became  Governor,  and,  on  a  message 
from  him,  Assembly  of  Peniuylvania  passed 
a  law,  authorising  the  ExecntiTe  of  that  State 
to  call  out  a  sufficient  armed  force  to  resist  the 
marshal  in  the  execution  of  any  process  from 
the  federal  courts  to  enforce  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  ground  taken  by  Chief 
Justice  McKean  was,  that  Pennsylvania  was  a 
party,  deriviug  a  right  to  the  money  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer  by  the  judgment  of  her 
own  court,  wldch  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  had  no  jorisdiotion  to  review  or  reverse. 

Her&  then,  was  a  case,  in  which  a  State 
obdmed  to  be  a  parbr ;  daiiaed  the  snl:;Ject  un- 
der the  judgment  (tf  her  own  oonrt;  viewed  the 
Jurisdiotion  of  her  court  as  final  and  conolan  ve ; 
and  contended  that  the  federal  oonrta  exercised 
but  a  osnrped  authority — a  case  in  which  the 
Executive  of  the  State  had  recommended  the 
passage  of  a  law,  and  had  spproyed  and  signed 
It  when  passed,  authorizing  an  armed  opposi- 
tion to  the  process  of  the  federal  judiciary.  Be- 
fore the  occasion  happened,  on  which  this  law 
was  to  operate,  Simon  Snyder  became  Govern- 
or. During  his  administration,  a  law  passed, 
requiring  him  to  correspond  with  the  President 
of  tl^  United  States,  to  procure  some  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  execution  of  the  aentenoe  o£ 
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the  Supreme  Court  could  be  prevented,  until 
the  constitution  conld  be  so  amended  as  to  es- 
tablish some  Beparat&  independent,  and  impar- 
tial tribaual,  to  decide  controverted  qnestioos 
of  power  and  jorisdiction  between  the  Federd 
and  State  Governments.  That  State  then  pro- 
posed to  the  States  an  amendment  to  the  feder- 
al ooDstitntton  tor  the  establishment  q£  sncA  a 
tribnnaL  Governor  Snyder,  in  pnrsnanoe  of 
the  State  law,  wrote  to  Prendent  Ifailiaon  for 
his  concurrenoe  in  some  measure  to  deUj  tfae 
execution  of  the  procees. 

I  am  now,  sir,  speaking  of  transactions  which 
may  be  new  and  appear  strange  to  some ;  bat 
I  am  speaking  so  near  the  public  archives  of 
the  nation,  where  the  evidences  of  what  I  say 
must  be  preserved,  that  any  one  doubting,  or 
prompted  by  curiosity,  may  examine  for  mm- 
self ;  or,  by  calling  at  my  room,  may  see  offidal 
copies  of  those  proceedings,  certified  from  the 
Departmentof StateofPennsjlvauia.  Governor 
Snyder,  in  addreaang  the  Preudent,  did  noc  £b1 
to  remind  him  of  the  party  toi^  of  the  d^, 
nor  ot  the  diffisrence  oetween  a  finndUe  re- 
^atanoe  to  the  oonstitation  and  laws  of  ^ 
United  States,  and  asentweeof  ajndgc^  finmd- 
ed  on  a  nsorped  authority.  This  einng  did  not 
then  suit  the  Presidential  ear.  The  «ns««r  of 
Preddent  Madison  is,  perhaps,  (and  tbst  is  say- 
ing much,)  the  most  laconic  and  derinve  wo 
have  seen  from  his  pen.  He  informed  the  Gov- 
ernor, that  so  far  m>m  being  at  Uberty  to  con- 
cert any  measures  to  prevent  the  execotion  of 
a  sentence  of  the  Snpreme  Oonrt  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  made  bis  daty,  where  c^po^tice 
was  made,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  executed, 
and,  for  that  pnrp(»e,  to  employ  the  neoessaiT 
force.  He  added,  that  as  do  disonlion  rt- 
mained  with  the  federal  Executive  to  withhold 
tfae  measures  which  might  lead  to  a  punfiil 
issue,  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  perea-n 
that  the  act  oommunicated  to  him  by  GrOTeroor 
Snyder  gave  the  latter  gentleman  power  to  com- 
promise and  settle  the  affair  with  Olmatesd, 
which  he  did.  The  Pre^dcnt's  allusion  wte 
to  the  judicial  act  of  1789 ;  of  which  we,  in  Vir- 
ginia, nave  imderstood  Mr.  Madison  to  be  tb« 
penman.  If  this  is  an  historical  error,  I  woold 
like  to  be  informed ;  if  it  is  not,  the  foreseeiof 
the  necessity  of  making  such  a  proviaon  $t  thai 
time  is  bat  another  proof  <tf  the  great  a^adty 
of  the  late  President  Madison. 

The  Governor  had  stationed  a  military  forte, 
under  the  command  of  General  Bright,  or  B»ia- 
brl^t,  round  the  house  in  which  the  daiight«is 
of  Rittenhonse  resided,  to  prevent  the  marshal 
of  the  United  States  trom  entering  and  serricg 
his  process.  Alexander  J.  Dallas  was  diao^ 
attorney,  and  at  this  time  publicly  announced 
in  court,  in  Philadelphia,  the  determinotiMi  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  tte 
sentence  in  Olmstesd's  case  to  be  execoied. 
This  fact  ran  throngh  the  city  like  fire  before 
the  wind  in  dry  stubble.  The  marshal  sms- 
moned  a  posse  of  two  thousand  men,  most  of 
whom  were  attached  totheGovenior^pditicil 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 

Cam  (ifSamut  Homtom. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESS. 


076 


Mat,  1882.] 

party,  bat  tiO.  of  whom  declared  their  readi- 
ness to  aid  the  mardial ;  and,  thereapon,  the 
general's  troops,  one  after  another,  deserted, 
and  the  militia  refused  to  obey  him.  The  mar- 
shal  entered,  and  the  process  was  exeonted. 
Thus,  thoogh  the  GoTMimient  rebeUed  accord- 
ing to  law,  the  It^altj  cf  the  peo^  of  that 
great  State  pnt  the  rebellion  down.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  tne  iame  mail  from  Washington  that 
conveyed  the  Preradent*s  answer  to  Govenior 
Snyder,  brought  also  an  instruction  to  the  dis- 
trict attorney  to  make  public  the  President's 
determination ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
fact  was  BO  or  not.  I  was  present,  and  beheld 
the  joy  universally  diffused  at  the  suppression 
of  that  rebellion. 

At  all  times  the  judiciary  has  had  its  enemies. 
There  have  always  been  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  the  tenure  of  judicial  office — those  who 
will  not  consent  to  ^ve  the  constitulionality 
of  a  l^sUtive  act,  or  the  leoalit^  of  an  Eieoo- 
Ure  measure,  submitted  to  jndicul  detenninfr- 
tion.  At  all  timea,  therefore,  there  have  been 
those  who  were  impatient  under  the  operation 
of  the  judicial  chec^  established  by  the  consti- 
totion^  and  some  of  whom  have  labored  to 
bring  it  into  contempt  and  disrepnte  among  the 
people,  and  to  destroy  their  confidence  in  its 
decisions,  by  disparaging  its  useftdness,  pa- 
triotism, and  purity.  Uany  attempts  have  been 
made  to  beat  down  that  great  bulwark  of  lib- 
erty—rthis  sheet-anchor  of  every  free  State. 
One  of  these  came  from  one  in  the  highest  place, 
and  was  made  in  several  of  the  State  Assem- 
blies. All  these  attaoks,  with  the  oou^ete  de- 
feat of  each,  are  matten  of  histcny.  The  oon- 
fidence  of  the  people  in  fhur  judges  remains 
unshaken,  and,  I  heliere,  waa  never  more  gen- 
eral than  at  the  present  moment.  But  we  must 
ihat  our  eyes  to  the  light  that  shines  aroxmd 
us;  we  mast  cease  lo  read  what  is  passing 
abroad,  and  even  to  hear  some  things  uttered 
within  our  walls,  if  we  do  not  perceive  a  great 
effort  is  now  making  to  lessen,  if  not  to  nmlify, 
this  jadicial  check  of  the  constitution.  In  this 
effort  the  public  press  is  deeply  engaged.  The 
judgments  of  the  Supreme  Court,  when  sup- 
posed not  to  agree  with  the  opinions  of  the 
Executives  are  represented  as  attaoks  on  the 
President;  if  d^leasiog  to  a  Stat&  as  attacks 
on  that  State.  'Hie  tribunal  is  itaelf  dounmoed 
as  DutionB;  its  members  as  tyranta,  dming  to 
usurp  supreme  power,  and  an  nnoonstitntional 
control  over  the  other  depivtmoits  of  Govern- 
ment—one of  which  holds  the  purse,  and  the 
other,  the  sword  of  the  nation. 

I  have  already  said  that,  in  times  past,  the 
judiciary  has  been  snsttuned  by  the  Executive, 
when  called  on  for  aid.  This  is  history.  But 
whether  it  will  now  be  so  sustained,  remains 
to  be  seen ;  and  soon  that,  too,  will  become 
history. 

As  an  execnllTe  council,  the  Senate  ia  the 
only  constitutional  check  on  the  President.  H 
this  check  were  removed,  the  President,  in 
making  treaties,  and  in  the  exerciBeof  the  high 
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power  of  appointment,  would  be  precisely  as 
absolute  as  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Rnsdas. 
Should  he,  by  trea^,  transfer  part,  or  the 
whole,  of  one  of  these  States  to  a  forei^  power, 
and  should  the  balance  of  our  ooustitutiou  re- 
main, such  a  treaty  of  dismemberment  would 
be  the  supreme  law  at  the  landj  the  judidary 
would  be  bound  ao  to  eroound  it,  and,  donbt- 
less,  in  doing  so,  would  be  sustained  by  the 
same  Exeouuve  who  would  negotiate  snoh  a 
treaty.  The  Senate  ia  tbe  only  (£eck  to  an  un- 
restruned  Execmtive  power.  Remove  this,  and 
OUT  Presidents  are  monarchs  in  fact,  and  might 
as  well  be  so  in  name.  And  can  we  blink  the 
fact,  that  a  most  powerfol,  untiring,  and  widely 
extended  effort  is  now  making  to  break  down 
the  Senate  f  The  attack  on  the  Senate  is  sus- 
tained by  the  presses  friendly  to  the  Executiv& 
all  over  the  Union.  From  that  which  is  called 
its  organ,  in  this  city,  the  Senate  is  denounced, 
like  tbe  Supreme  Oourt,  as  a  factions  boc^. 
Its  membera  are  accused  of  combinations^  of 
corruption,  of  political  intrigue,  and  abused  In 
all  the  terms  of  reproach  known  to  our  lan- 
guage. Letters  are  written  from  this  dty,  to 
be  published  in  distant  places,  among  their  con- 
stituents, in  order  to  degrade  them  there. 
These,  when  published  at  a  distance,  comeback, 
and  are  repablished  here,  as  evidences  of  the 
public  sentiment  abroad;  and  are  used  here, 
not  merely  to  degrade  the  members  personally, 
but  to  break  down  the  independence  of  the 
body  as  a  legislative  and  executive  council.  It 
is  urged  by  those  who  are  concerned,  here  and 
elsewhere,  in  the  mannfbdaire  oi  ant^  erideiuwB 
of  public  sootdment,  that  the  Senate  must  bo 
shorn  (tf  itapo       and  of  its  tsflnencei 

These  modes  of  attack  have  been  long  known 
and  used.  The  nation  is  aoonsttmied  to  read 
letters  fWon  Washin^n,  and  has  fallen  into  a 
habit  of  paying  as  httle  re^^ard  to  them  as  we 
who  are  here,  and  know  their  origin  and  their 
merits.  A  new  mode  of  accomplishing  this 
desirable  purpose  of  prostrating  the  SenMe  has 
been  invented,  of  far  more  extensive  influence. 
Public  meetings  are  got  up  in  -every  city,  town, 
and  hamlet — ^in  every  village  and  county  place 
where  the  necessary  materials  are  found.  These 
meetings  pass  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Tan  Bnren's  nomination  to  England,  and  the 
n^ectioh  of  that  nomination  by  the  Senate.  It 
cannot  he  affirmed  of  the  proceedings  of  these 
meetings,  and  of  their  resolutions,  that  they  are 
idl  couched  in  the  same  language,  but  the  sab- 
stance  of  all  is  the  same— ao  much  so,  as  to 
prove  them  to  be  the  cQinmon  coinage  of  the 
same  mint — manufactured  in  this  (nty,  for  uni- 
versal consumption.  These  resolutions  dedare 
that  Mr.  Von  Bureu  performed  all  the  duties  of 
Secretary  of  State  m  a  manner  honorable  to 
himself  and  useful  to  the  country — that  his  mis- 
sion to  England  was  necessary  for  the  public 
service.  Bia  rc^ectioa  by  the  Senate  is  de- 
nounced as  a  MHrrapt,  fat^ious  aok  didionora- 
ble  to  that  body  ooIleotiTdy,  and  individually 
diagraoeftil  to  wememben  wnooonoured  in  it^ 
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These  resolotioiis  are  ad<n>ted,  it  is  said,  in  some 

E laces,  hj  large  colleooons  of  people,  and  hj 
undreds  and  thoasaiids  those  who  oannot 
posdUy  know  a  syllable  about  the  trath  or  nn- 
tmth  of  what  they  so  reeolve.  The  foreign 
treaty  relations  of  a  country  are  never  knovn 
to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  while  the  actual 
relations  of  peace  and  war  are  known  to  all. 
Negotiations  nnjSniahed  are  generally  secrets  to 
all  bat  the  Executive,  and  ooght  to  be  so.  It 
is  not  poauble  that^  however  well  informed  the 
great  inaaa  of  our  population  may  be,  they 
dkould  know  enough  of  those  intricate  atipula- 
taons  by  which  our  commercial  and  other  for- 
eign rations  are  regulated,  to  decide  on  the 
merita  or  demwita  of  Ur.  Van  Boren.  or  any- 
body else,  as  to  unfinished  and  nudisoloaed  ne- 
gotiations. Tet  these  resdutunu  are  obtidned 
vr  political  partisans,  and  used  for  the  purpose 
patting  down  the  Senate. 
Thus  we  see  Uiat  there  essts  a  powerful, 
organized,  active,  and  tireless  part;r  ^  this 
country,  who  are  now  lending  th^  muted 
efiforte  to  the  prostration  of  the  judiciary  and  of 
the  Senate.  Uaoy  Individuals  engaged  in  these 
desperate  enterprises  ag^nst  pnbTio  liberty  feel 
confident  of  entire  success.  Against  one  de- 
partment of  Government  they  believe  they  have 
already  snooeeded ;  and  as  to  the  other,  they 
fed  BO  oonfidsnt  ct  violoiy  as  to  antidnate 
alra^  the  finits  <rf  it  When  thia  par^  ahall 
hare  Boooeeded  against  the  judiciary,  and  shall 
have  humbled  the  Senate,  what  more  will  be 
peoessary  in  order  to  the  complete  estabUsh- 
ment  of  arbitrary  power  t  Nothing  more  but 
to  mbdue  the  indq>«idenoe  of  the  people  at 
Iftrge,  which  can  only  be  done  by  destroying 
the  freed<Hu  of  debate,  and  of  proceedings  herel 
And  have  we  lived  to  behold  the  beginning  of 
tliis  laat^  desperate  enterprise  ?  If  so,  truly  we 
may  exdum,  with  Senator  Giles,  "  That  in  all 
time,  (our  own  not  excepted,)  a  kurge  proportion 
of  the  public  mind  inclines  to  monarchy,  not 
in  name,  indeed,  but  to  vlntraiy  power— poww 
uoohecAced,  unreatrained,  In  the  handa  ot  one 
man ; "  and  we  must  agree  with  him,  "  that  it 
la  our  duty,  as  the  friends  ct  our  free  institu- 
tions, to  guard  and  preserve  them  agunst  the 
auaiuts  of  that  power." 

I  vlah  the  House  to  bear  in  miud,  that,  as  I 
have  no  authority  to  ascribe  the  efforts  agunst 
the  <x>nstitation  and  public  liberty  of  which  I 
have  been  speaking,  to  the  President,  or  to  his 
past  or  present  cabinet,  so  I  do  not  so  charge 
or  ascribe  them.  It  is  not  a  new  thing  in  his- 
tory, ancient  or  modem,  for  the  friends  of  those 
already  dotfaed  with  high  powers  to  offer  to 
invest  tlwu  with  more — with  absolute  sway. 
Some  Uiere  hare  been,  whose  patriotism  com- 
pelled tlMia  to  r^eot  nu^  t^era.  Bnt^  in  the 
indulpmoe  of  an  unlimited  confidence  m  him 
who  IS  at  tiio  head  of  this  GoTernmen^  there 
are  those  who  would  blindly  break  down  ail 
the  saf^uards,  all  the  checks  of  the  constitu- 
tion, all  barriers  for  the  security  of  our  liberties, 
in  €aiet  toinveethim  with  the  abaolttte  power; 


litUe  thinking  of  the  ahortneas  ctf  the  time  dar- 
ing which  he  can  hdd  it,  or  of  the  impoenbility 
of  preventinjg  it  from  panng  into  other  hands, 
or  d  restraining  its  exennse  whenevw  it  may 
fyH  into  those  of  an  ambitious  Frcadeait,  dis- 
posed to  respect  no  law  but  his  own  will,  and 
to  disr^^ard  all  restraints  on  its  free  indulgence. 

Hr,  BuBDSLST,  of  New  Y<xk,  cwnn^noed 
by  sayii^  that  this  trial  had  ooeupied  sever- 
al weeks  of  the  precious  time  f>S  the  House 
at  an  advanced  period  q£  a  I(mg  poeaao.  Per- 
haps that  time  had  been  profitably  sprat.  Of 
that,  sud  Kr.  B.,  our  constitneats  will  best 
jud(^  There  was  v^  little  com{dexity  or 
det^  in  any  of  the  testimony,  which  oonld  le 
supposed  material ;  yet  some  tiro  ireeks  have 
been  required  to  hear  and  oomnut  to  writing 
what  is  called  evidenoe.  The  plAy,  aaid  be, 
should  be  worth  the  candle.  The  importance 
of  this  evidence  on^t  to  be  such  as  to  recon- 
cile us  to  the  reflection  that  It  was  taken  at  the 
expense  of  more  than  twenty  thousand  doQais 
to  the  public.  Yet,  what  is  it  I  Anything  bet 
what  testimony  before  a  judkial  tribunal  should 
be.  Ooiyectures,  hearsay,  general  so^idoos, 
and  ex  parte  affidavits.  And  theae,  if  cbey 
could  prove  any  thing,  except  the  mcom'peleticj 
or  nnsuitableness  of  the  tribumal  which  reoeired 
them,  were  directed,  asif  in  moctey  of  justice, 
at  any  and  evoty  ottjeoU  rather  than  the  point 
whi(£  seenwd,  u  ai^  tuing  wi%  mataUl  to  a 
deddon  of  the  cause.  Aunoat  evcxy  nde  cS 
evidenoe  hitherto  deemed  reaaonahle,  seen»  to 
have  been  d^r^arded in tluBtriaL  TheHonse 
has  floundered  t&oogh  the  testinxHiy  wparaitly 
without  chart  or  oompafis  to  £rect  and  is 
dear  violation  of  the  moat  weU-aettied  and  so- 
thoritative  l^al  prindplea.  The  debate  hu 
been  abont  equally  discurave  and  erratic.  Kaay 
topics  have  l^eu  introduced  and  gravdy  aigued, 
which  have  neither  been  denied  mut  doubled 
in  any  quarter.  I  hope,  ai,  that  the  JndfimeDt 
,of  the  House^  when  it  shall  be  ren^reoL  wQ 
atone  for  the  indevant  mass  of  proof  vluoi  baa 
been  given,  and  the  aborant  character  cf  A* 
disonsdon. 

Gentiemen  have  set  themsdvea  aerioody  a 

work  to  prove  that  members  of  thia  House  avt 
certain  constitutional  pririle^ea.  "What,  or,  is 
privilege  ?  A  ri^t,  exemption,  or  immaniir, 
possessed  by  one  or  more  person&bnt  not  com- 
mon to  all  titeir  fellow-oitizens.  Those  who  an 
entitied  to  immunities  of  tliis  nature  are  ]Hin- 
leged  persons,  and  of  this  dcscripti<Hi  m 
members  of  this  House.  All  privilege  ia 
to  be  a  nuisance,  yet,  for  reasona  deemed  so£- 
cient  of  themadvea,  aoma  of  a  very  impofiAn: 
character  have  been  conferred  upon  thoee  whD 
represent  the  people  here.  No  one  has  decied. 
no  (me  can  deny,  thdr  existence.  They  wa«, 
no  ^rabt,  .ci»ifetTed,  and  are  tolerated  on  [Kib- 
Uo  grounds,  and  not  as  a  boon  or  indulgence  to 
individuaK  They  should  be  few,  limited,  v«ll 
defined ;  and  they  are  of  that  character.  Tbe 
oon^tution  whidi  created  and  confers  them,  is 
es^cit,  and  too  pidn  to  adndt  q£  donfat  or 
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»vil.  Senators  and  RepreseDtatires  in  Oon- 
presa  are  privileged  from  arrest  "  in  all  cases, 
>xcept  treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace ; 
*  and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  House 
^hey  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other 
jlace."  All  this,  sir,  is  pliun  and  explicit, 
ilere  is  no  room  to  ruse  a  (Question.  These  are 
.he  andoabted^hta  orprivil^es  of  members 
)f  Congreaf.  Whoever  violates  them,  does  a 
vrong  to  the  individual  and  the  country,  sets 
Jie  conBtitndon  at  deflanoe,  and  Jostly  exposes 
limself  to  that  measure  of  punishment  which 
:be  laws  have  provided  for  snofa  caiea. 

These  privileges  are  founded  on  good  reasons, 
itepresentatives  of  the  people  oi^t  to  speak 
reely,  and  withont  the  fear  of  personal  iidary, 
it  the  vexation  and  hazard  <if  rewonsibility 
tlsewhere.  If  words,  danderoos  in  uieir  terms, 
ire  nttered  here,  the  couatitation  declares  they 
ire  not  slanderona.  If  spoken  on  another  oc- 
casion, and  in  another  place,  malice  would  be' 
mpHed.  But  in  words  spoken  here,  malice  is 
-epadiated,  and  for  all  legal  purposes  go<^  mo- 
ives  are  abaolntely  inferred.  We  are  exempt 
>tnn  civil  process.  For  debts,  we  may  set  the 
aw  and  its  office  at  defiance.  We  an  beyond 
heir  reach.  Our  priTilege  is  onr  shield.  We 
ire  ft*ee  fhnn  aireat  in  all  cases  except  fbr  erimea 
— "  treasoOf  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace." 

These  impunities,  not  enjoyed  by  others,  but 
trhich  are  the  indisputable  rights  of  members 
>f  this  body,  should  admonish  as  of  the  corre- 
ipondent  daty- — never  to  abuse  them.  They 
K-ere  not  designed  as  a  shield  for  mendacity, 
fraud,  or  malice ;  and  should  never  be  need  as 
\  cover  for  defamation,  or  to  stir  np  an  mi- 
bunded  and  false  clamor. 

It  has  been  said  that  these  are  not  strictly  the 
irivilegea  of  members,  bat  of  their  oonstitaents ; 
>r  rather^  that  tiiey  were  conferred  for  the  brae- 
it  of  the  eonstitnenta^and  not  at  all  for  the  in- 
lividual  members.  The  discnsnon  upon  this 
iranch  of  the  snhjeot,  I  beUeve,  has  not  been 
-cry  iatelli^ble  to  any  one,  Tlie  privileges  of 
nembers  are  their  rights — their  individuaJ  and 
constitutional  rights;  and  whether  conferred 
Tith  a  view  to  their  own  protection  and  se- 
;urity  in  performing  their  public  duties,  or  for 
k  higher  object,  the  benefit  of  their  oonstituenta, 
'.  regard  as  a  matter  of  utter  indifference. 
Sufficient  for  me  that  Uie  privily  has  been 
ionferred,  that  the  right  exists,  that  the  oonsti- 
ution  has  spokeUf  and  all  are  bound  to  heed 
ind  obey  its  voice.  We  are  not  legislating  with 
I  view  to  determine  what  privileffes  ongiht  to 
>e  conferred  on  members  oi  this  Honse.  That 
vas  decided  by  the  people  in  adopting  ^e  con- 
ititution  under  which  we  are  assembled.  Oar 
irlvileges  are  to  be  found  in  that  instrument. 
!/egifllation  cannot  abridge  them ;  nor  can  the 
vhim,  the  caprice,  or  the  will  of  this  body  make 
hem,  like  the  privileges  of  the  British  Parlia- 
nent,  unlimited,  uudenned,  and  undefinable. 

I  therefore,  sir^  dismiss  the  matter  of  privi- 
ege.  If  the  privilege  of  a  member  has  been 
nvaded,  the  exiitenoe  of  the  privilege  itself  is 


not  denied.  If  a  wrong  has  been  done,  and  no 
one  denies  that  there  has,  the  law  has  provi^d 
ample  means  for  redress.  The  courts  are  open ; 
Jnstice  will  be  sure  and  speedy ;  the  coarse  is 
plain  and  ftee  from  difficulty.  No  one  doubted 
the  power  of  the  courts  to  inflict  an  adequate 
punishment,  and  afford  to  the  injared  party  an 
adequate  reparation.  But  here,  in  this  House, 
the  disputed  point — indeed,  edr,  in  my  judgment, 
the  only  essential  point  in  controversy,  Is  the 
power  of  the  House  to  trr  and  punish  for  an 
oCfenoe  wMoh  I  admit  has  been  oommitted. 

The  testimony  has  undergone  a  strict  analy- 
sis, and  l>een  summed  up  m  doe  form.  For 
what  purpose?  To  prove  what  tiie  aoensed 
admitted  in  bis  plea,  and  what  no  one  has  que»- 
tioned — that  an  assault  has  been  committed  on 
the  member  jVom  Ohio,  (Ifr.  Stanbkbbt.)  To 
prove  flirther,  what  I  will  not  stop  to  contro- 
vert, that  the  assault  was  made  for  words 
spoken  in  debate.  Both  points,  for  the  purpose 
of  this  discussion,  I  will  admit  to  be  establisned. 
I  will  take  them  in  this  respect  to  be  indnbitar 
ble.  Bat  what  oonsequenoe  shall  we  draw  from 
them  ?  Why,  certidmy,  argued  tho  gentlonan 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  I>>DDBiDaB,)  if  tiie  mem- 
ber was  assaulted  for  that  cause,  it  was  a  breach 
of  the  privileges,  and  a  high  contempt  of  the 
authority  of  this  House.  And  as  a  privily 
without  the  means  of  enforcing  it,  and  of  se- 
curing its  eigoymeut,  Is  no  priril^e,"  this 
House  has  therefore  an  unquestionable  right  to 
try  and  punish  the  accused  for  that  assault  I 

This  is  the  species  of  argument  which  we 
have  heard ;  and  in  this  manner  tiie  honorable 
gentleman  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
House  is  folly  authorized  to  do  what  it  is  as- 
suming to  do.  I  differ  with  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman tota%  in  both  these  positions.  The 
assault  on  the  person  I  admit;  out  I  deny  that 
th«re  was  any  assault  upon  the  privilege  of  the 
member,  or  any  ctmtempt  of  this  Honse,  Tti-r- 
ilege  is  a  peculiar  right  or  immunity,  possessed 
by  t^e  few,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  many.  A 
breach  of  privily  is  but  a  violation  of  that 
peculiar  right.  But  this  assault  would  iutve 
been  equally  an  outrage,  and  equally  unjustifift- 
ble,  had  it  been  committed  on  any  other  dtizen. 
It  was  a  violation  of  rights  eqaally  possessed 
by  all,  and  not  of  any  special  right,  which 
adheres  to  an  individual  as  a  member  of  this 
House.  It  was  a  breach  of  the  general  law  of 
society,  and  not  of  the  peculiar  immnmtiee  ot 
this  Hohse.  J  maintain  then,  rir,  that  the 
rights  of  the  meml)er:  as  sucIl  have  not  been 
wounded,  nor  has  the  dignitj'  of  the  House  been 
insulted,  or  its  authority  contemned.  The 
genera!  law  of  the  land  u  ample  for  this  case, 
without  relying  apon  any  peculiar  provision 
for  the  security  of  members  of  this  body. 

But  if  I  am  mistaken  in  this ;  If^  indeed,  this 
may  with  propriety  be  treated  as  a  breadi  of 
privilege  and  contempt  of  this  House,  what 
then  t  Does  it  follow  mat  this  House  Is  author- 
ized to  punishf  That  is  averred  by  thegentle* 
man  from  Yir;{^nia.  His  portion  is,  that  the 
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body  poeaew'mg  the  privilege  mnst  have  the 
means  securinj;  its  ei^o^ent,  and  of  poniafa- 
ing  for  its  violation,  or  it  ia  no  privilege.  This 
ia  bold  ^onnd.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  Biutained  it,  or  if  it  can  be  sastained  in  anv 
manner,  I  will  admit  the  qneeUon  to  be  aettlea. 
But  although  the  poaititHi  has  been  advanced 
ai  aothoritatave^  yet  I  mlKiiit  to  the  Hoose 
that  it  was  aooompaided  with  vwy  little  argo- 
ment  to  Ulostrate  or  eHtabltsh  its  aocoracy.  I 
oonfees,  nr,  that  I  cannot  accede  to  this  opinion 
of  the  honorable  gentleman,  able  and  accorate 
aa  I  know  him  in  moet  things  to  be.  Is  it  tnie 
that  an  individoal  or  a  public  body,  whose 
privileges  have  been  assailed  and  trampled 
under  foot,  has  a  riffht,  not  only  to  repel  the 
awailaot,  but  to  inflict  upon  him  retributive 
justice  f  I  should  say  not,  -sir.  I  should  turn 
to  the  courts  for  justice.  I  should  invoke  their 
powers,  where  uie  individoal  wrong  or  the 
pnblio  oflbnce  called  fiv  reparation  or  f»imiah- 
ment.  Bnt  the  honorable  gentlwian,  hke  the 
aocnsed  now  on  trial,  would  take  the  law  into 
his  own  hand.  A  wrong  having  been  done,  by 
violating  a  privilege,  he  would  himself  right 
it :  the  ugrieved  and  It^ared  party  he  would 
make  Jui^.  Upon  this  argument,  the  right 
and  the  antJiority  to  puniui  are  called  into 
existence  by  the  attack  upon  privilege.  This  is 
new  doctrine,  ao'd  an  unusual  mode  of  trans- 
mitting  and  acquiring  judicial  power.  A  blow 
has  made  many  a  worthy  man  s  knight,  but 
upon  this  principle  the  beating  of  one  member 
transfers  judicial  power  not  only  to  himsdf^  but 
to  all  other  members  of  the  same  body. 

I  would  notsir,  treat  this  subject  lightly  or 
Irreverently,  we  are  Inquiring  into  tne  con- 
fltitotional  powers  of  this  House,  the  source  of 
its  anthority,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
aoqnired.  I^  indeed,  our  powers  as  a  judicial 
body  arise  npao  the  perpetration  of  an  outrage 
on  a  member,  it  cannot  be  improper  to  explore 
this  theory  of  the  constitation,  and  present  it 
to  the  public  gaze.  Will  it  stand  examination  f 
Oan  the  jad^ent  of  any  gentleman  approve 
it  1  The  mass  of  our  powers  are  legislative,  not 
JudiciaL  Ordinarily  we  have  not  the  powers 
of  a  court ;  nor  have  we  at  any  time,  unless 
they  are  bronj^t  into  existence,  as  is  urged  by 
the  gentleman  from  Viri^iua,  by  a  bruoh  of 
privufi^  His  tiiecny  regards  the  power  to 
punish  as  Inddent  to  the  possesdon  ojf  the 
privilege.  Bnt  bow  does  the  gentl^an  prove 
the  accuracy  of  this  posiUon  f  Does  be  find  it 
in  any  judicial  system  whatever  ?  Is  snch  the 
(pinion  of  any  jurist  or  statesman,  except  the 
gentleman  himself^  whose  opinion  is  woruiy  of 
respect?  Where  does  the  gentleii|um  find 
authority  for  tJie  position  he  has  advanced  with 
such  coofldence  ? 

We  have  no  privileged  orders  here,  yet  there 
are  many  individuals,  aside  from  members  of 
Oongrees,  who  are  temporarily  clothed  with 
pri^egea.  Attorney!  at  law,  jurors,  witnesses. 
parUes  to  snita,  are  familiar  instances.  All 
these  are  privil^edr-rhave  rights  pecnUar  to 


themselves.  But,  how  do  they  personally  vin- 
dicate these  privil^es  when  availed,  and  inflict 
summary  punishment  upon  the  violator}  I 
need  not  answer  this  question.  We  all  know 
that  they  have  no  power  of  that  deBcriptiou, 
and  that  thtir  onv  rdief  is  in  the  courts 
They  may  punish.         is  the  mtnre  and  the 

Srovince  of  judicial  power ;  but  I  take  leave  to 
my  that  an;  sodi  power  is  necessarily  con- 
veyed by  conferring  privileges  upim  an  indi- 
vidual or  a  public  body.  The  English  Convo- 
cation,  or  Ecclesiastical  Synod^  fumiBhee  an 
apposite  illustration  of  the  question  now  under 
discussion.  A  public  statute  of  the  realm  gives 
to  memb«ra  of  that  body  the  same  rixhta  and 
privileges  as  were  or  should  be  enjoyea  by  the 
nobles  and  commonalty  called  to  Parliament 
Tet,  mr,  was  it  ever  heard  that  that  assembly, 
the  miniature  of  a  Parliament,  with  all  its  gor- 
geous display  and  expanded  powers — ^with  all 
Vie  immunities  ai  the  body  to  which  it  is  asnmi- 
lated — ^was  ifrerer  pretended  that  it  oooM  deal 
out  retributive  justice  for  a  violatitm  of  its 
privileges!  CerUinly,  rir,  noQung  (tf  this  na- 
ture was  ever  suggested  there.  It  remdnedfor 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  dis- 
cover and  present  as  an  axiom  in  legislative 
jurisprudence,  that  the  power  to  pnoish  is 
inseparably  connected  with  the  poausNon  of 
privilege  I 


Thubsdat,  May  10. 

Camiif  BamMuin'Biuton. 

The  House  resumed  the  case  Somud 
Houston — the  question  pending  the  same  as 
yesterday. 

Hr.  Obanb,  of  Ohio,  sfud  when  this  case  was 
flrat  brought  before  the  House,  I  supposed  it 
merely  involved  a  question  of  fact,  and  that,  if 
the  charge  was  sustuned  by  the  evidence,  the 
appropriate  pnnishment  would  follow,  as  a 
necessary  consequence.  But  I  was  mistaken. 
Some  gentlemen  wholly  deny  the  power  of  this 
Uonse  to  punish  ccmtempts  and  breaches  of 
privilege ;  others,  restricting  the  power  to  the 
narrowest  possible  limits,  maintain  thid.  the 
peculiar  cirennutaDces  of  this  case  will  not 
warrant  Its  exerdse.  I  shaQ  ffiideavor  to  show 
that  the  chaq;e  ag^nst  the  accused  is  fblly  sua* 
tidned  by  the  proof ;  thi^  the  Boose  does  li^t- 
Ailly  possess  the  power  to  punish ;  and  that  this 
ease  presents  a  fit  occasion  for  its  exercise.  The 
charge  is,  that  the  accused  committed  an  assault 
and  battery  on  the  member  from  Ohio,  for 
words  spoken  in  debate  by  the  latter.  The 
accused,  in  his  answer,  admits  the  conuniasion 
of  the  assault  and  battery,  but,  through  his 
counsel,  seeks  to  avail  himself  of  a  novel  species 
of  defence ;  that  this  outrage  on  the  ffcntieman 
from  Ohio  was  committed,  not  for  the  spe^ 
made  by  him  in  this  House,  but  for  the  publica- 
tion of  that  speech:  and  his  refusal  to  auswer 
the  interrogatory  ci  the  aocnsed,  whether  that 
poUioation  was  a  oonect  ec^  of  his  ^eedu 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OV  OONaBESS. 


Hat,  18B8.J 


dm  ^BamvJ  Houkfit. 


[H.OFS, 


The  defence  is  not  Bnstained  1^  the  evidenoe, 
and,  if  it  were,  it  would  not  arsdl  the  occnaed. 

I  vill  not  waste  the  time  of  the  Honae,  by  a 
minute  rectmitolation  of  the  testimoDy.  The 
answer  of  tue  acoosed  does  not  direoUy  denj 
that  die  act  was  committed  for  the  oaase  as- 
signed in  the  charge,  in  his  letter  to  the  member 
from  Ohio ;  he  imtkes  no  inquiry  or  compl^t 
respecting  the  publication ;  his  oolj  object  was 
to  ascer^n  whether  that  pablioation  was  a 
correct  report  of  the  speech.  For  aogbt  that 
appears  in  the  testimony,  the  aocoaed  did  not 
blow  that  the  member  from  Ohio  had  any 
agency  in  the  publication,  until  the  fact  was 
stated  by  lum  on  bis  examination.  Bnt  if  any 
donbt  rested  on  this  point,  it  would  be  com- 
pletely remoTed  by  the  testimony  of  the  mem- 
ber from  Tennessee.  The  answer  of  the  aconsed 
to  the  well-meant  mnoostrances  of  his  real 
Aiend,  proTes  the  temper  of  his  mind — proves 
coDcIoaiTdy  that  it  was  the  speech  delivered  in 
this  House  which  roosed  his  indignation,  and 
inflamed  his  thirst  for  vengeance ;  and  that  it 
was  a  mere  afterthonght  to  ascribe  the  snbse- 

?uent  outrage  to  the  pablioation  of  that  speech, 
t  was  here,  in  this  Hall,  he  had  snfiered  wrong, 
and  here  dionld  the  wrong  be  righted.  The 
court  of  Heaven  its^  should  not  shield  the 
wrong-doer.  The  ferooions  contempt  of  all 
sanctums,  hnman  and  divine,  oliibited  In  tihst 
answer,  however  ohanaterirao  it  ndght  have 
been,  in  the  montii  of  a  robber  ohidtaui,  "witii 
hand  of  blood  and  Ivow  of  ^oom,"  in  the  six* 
teenth  centory,  and  in  a  country  then  the  most 
lawless  and  worst  governed  in  Europe,  surely 
will  not  be  endnred  in  ttus  enlightened  age  and 
oivilized  country.  To  my  judgment,  the  evi- 
dence establishes  fully  and  incontrovertibly, 
that  the  true  and  only  cause  of  this  outrage  is 
the  only  one  assigned  in  the  charge,  and  that 
the  accused  cannot  and  ought  not  to  evade  the 
consequences  of  this  act,  by  ascribing  it  to 
another  and  simulated  motive. 

But,  were  the  fiict  otherwise,  I  d«iy  that  the 
dediBons  of  the  Ei^ish  oonrta,  in  the  oases  <rf 
Lord  Abingdon  and  of  Oreavy,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  applicable  to,  or  anthoritative  in,  this 
country.  Nor  would  the  defence  now  set  np 
be  Bus^ned  in  the  British  Honae  (^Commons. 
By  the  law  of  that  country,  as  expounded  by 
its  judges,  a  member  of  Parliament  is  not  re- 
sponsible for  any  thing  siud  by  him  in  debate, 
except  to  the  House  of  which  he  is  a  member ; 
but  if  he  publish  his  speech  in  the  newspapers, 
though  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  an  erro- 
neous report  made  without  liis  privity  or  con- 
sent, this  act  of  publication  renders  him  liable 
to  a  prosecution,  if  the  publi^ed  speech  con- 
tains matter  reflecting  on  the  character  and 
condnet  of  an  individual,  and  he  cannot  set  up 
his  privily  as  a  bar  to  such  proseeution.  A 
par^  arraigned  before  the  House  of  Oommons 
for  an  auault  and  battery  on  one  of  its  mem- 
bers, utges  this  defence :  True,  I  assaulted  and 
.  beat  your  member;  but  the  act  was  done  for 
thepnUioatiiHi  of  tLn  qweeh,  not  for  the  speech 


itself.  By  the  law  of  the  land,  a  member 
publishing  his  speech  may  be  proseonted  as  a 
libeller ;  argo,  a  member  publishing  his  speech 
may  be  assaulted  by  any  one  who  fancies  him- 
self injured  by  such  pnblioadon,  and  your  rights 
are  untonohed,  your  privileges  inviolate.  I 
deny  the  l(^c  of  this  condnsion.  It  is  a  non 
teqwilvT.  In  factj  the  House  of  Oommons  has 
always  pnni^ed  insulto  and  personal  violence 
to  its  members,  from  whatever  cause,  as  a 
breach  of  privilege. 

In  all  arguments  drawn  tram  analogy,  we 
must  be  careful  that  the  cases  are  alike,  that 
there  is  no  essential  difference  in  the  facts  and 
circumstanoes ;  otherwise,  our  reasoning  wiU 
be  inoonoluaive  and  erroneous.  Before  wa 
adopt  and  naturalize  these  doctrines  of  the 
En^ish  courts,  and  extend  their  application  to 
sodti  cases  as  the  one  now  before  us,  let  as 
compare  the  difference  in  the  forms  of  Govern- 
ment, and  of  the  institutions  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. The  one  is  a  monarchy,  of  which  the 
secrecy  in  counsel  is  a  constituent  quality ;  the 
other  a  republic,  of  which  publicity  is  the  life 
and  soul.  In  England,  in  a  prosecution  for  an 
alleged  libel,  the  truth  of  the  charge  cannot 
be  given  in  evidence ;  here,  truth  may  be  freely 
published,  whether  it  affects  Government,  ma^ 
tracy,  or  individuals,  if  such  publication  be  made 
from good  motives,  and  for  justifiable  ends. 

"  The  two  Honaea  c£  Parliament,"  I  cuote 
Hallam's  Oonstitutional  History  of  England, 
vol.  8,  p.  S98,  "  are  supposed  to  deliberate  with 
closed  doors.  It  is  always  competent  for  any 
one  member  to  insist  that  strangers  be  ex- 
cluded; not  on  any  special  ground,  bnt  by 
merely  enforcing  the  standing  order  for  that 
purpose.  It  has  been  severu  times  resolved 
that  it  is  a  high  breach  of  privilege  to  publish 
any  speeches  or  proceedings  of  the  Gonunons ; 
though  they  have  since  directed  their  own  votes 
and  resolutions  to  be  printed."  It  was  re- 
solved, tiMi.  oon.,  February  2B,  1729,  that  "  it 
is  an  indigni^  to,  and  a  breach  of  the  privily 
of  this  House,  for  any  person  to  give,  in  written 
or  printed  newapapers,  any  account  or  minutes 
of  the  debates  or  other  proceedings  of  this 
House,  or  of  any  committee  thereof;  and  that, 
upon  discovery  of  the  authors,  &c.,  this  House 
will  proceed  agfuust  the  offenders  with  the 
utmost  severity."  In  1788,  the  resolution  was 
repeated  in  nearly  the  same  words.  On  the 
30th  of  April,  1747,  Cave,  the  editor  of  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  was  brought  to  the  bar 
for  publishiDg  the  House's  debate ;  he  denied 
that  he  ret^ned  any  person  in  pay  to  make  the 
q>eeches,  and,  after  expressing  his  contrition, 
was  discharged,  on  payment  of  the  fees. 

Look  at  the  contrast  exhibited  by  the  Ameri- 
can OongresB.  Bo  fer  from  this  secrecy,  tills 
caution  to  keep  the  people  in  ignorance  of  our 
proceeding^  every  ncility  ia  afforded,  and  great 
expense  is  incurred,  to  give  publicity  to  mem. 
Extra  copies  of  important  pubUc  documents  are 
printed,  and  scattered  through  the  whole  coun- 
try, for  public  information.  Instead  c^connivfaig 
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at  reporters,  af  Id  England,  admitting  them  as 
it  were  by  stMlih,  and  secreting  them  behind 
the  pillara  of  the  gaUerieA,  heit  they  are  ad- 
mitted of  right ;  yon  aaiign  them  oooBpicaoos 
stations  in  the  Halt,  and,  in  fact,  constitate 
them  officers  of  the  Honse.  I  know  that  th(M« 
rules  and  orders  of  Pariiament,  tboogh  unre- 
pealed, are  obsolete ;  that  the  debates  of  both 
Hooses  are  freely  and  fnlly  published ;  and  the 
Intdligent  writer  to  whom  I  have  referred^ 
attributes  the  improrement,  nay,  evMi  ^e 
presoTTStkm,  of  the  British  oonstitotion,  to  this 
ciinmutaiioe.  Perhaps,"  is  his  language, 
"the  oonstitDtion  oould  not  bare  stood  so  long, 
rather  would  have  stood  like  a  useless  and 
untenanted  manrion,  if  this  nnlawftil  means  had 
not  kept  up  a  perpetual  intercourse,  a  recipro- 
city of  influence,  between  the  Parliament  and 
tiie  pe(^le."  Bat  a  o(HTDpt  House  of  Oom- 
moBs,  imbued  with  the  slavish  dootriuea  of  a 
former  age,  anxious  to  muscle  the  press,  to 
shroud  their  proceedings  in  secrecy,  may  arouse 
those  sleeping  limis,  and  will  do  so,  whenever 
th^  believe  the  qiirit  of  the  people  is  broken 
to  Bobmiasiai. 

Ara  the  ropreaentatiTea  <tf  the  American 
pet^  pr^wred  to  admit  the  doctrine  that  a 
member  cannot  pnblidi  hia  q>eeob,  however 
tmly  and  futhfulTy,  without  divesting  himself 
of  his  inivitege !  No  reporter,  however  skUM, 
can  r4>ort  with  perfect  accuracy  ^e  language 
and  sentiments  of  a  speaker.  Is  it  not  noto- 
rious that,  if  you  deny  to  a  member  the  right 
of  revising  and  correcting  the  notes  of  the 
reporter,  his  speech  must  go  out  to  his  consti- 
tuents, and  to  the  public,  mutilated,  distorted, 
and  misrepresented  ?  Are  gentlemen  aware  of 
the  consequences  of  this  rigoroos  ezdnrion  of 
the  right  of  revision  and  correc^onl  Why, 
qwechea,  as  delivered  here  aometimea,  resemble 
bear^abfl^  whloh  are  Udnd  into  ahape  only 
when  thoy  i^prawih  the  pren* 


Fbidat,  May  11. 
C<m  nf  S<muel  SoutUm, 
The  Honse  resumed  the  case  of  Samuel  Houston. 

Mr.  KuB,  of  Maryland,  siud :  Mr.  Speaker,  in 
the  decision  of  tills  question  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  this  Union  are  involved.  It  goes  to 
the  foundation  of  the  Qovemment ;  it  strikes 
at  the  root  of  liberty ;  it  may  realize  the  boding 
ftars  of  nuuqr  who  already  appehend  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union.  For,  if  the  representatives 
(tf  the  people,  here  assembled,  cannot  protect 
themadvea  against  violence,  and  external  infln- 
enoe  and  control,  by  whom  shell  they  be  pro- 
tected t  By  what  laws,  by  what  judgment,  or 
by  what  tribunals  can  they  be  preserved ) 

Sir,  we  are  about  to  decide  a  case  in  which, 
it  is  true,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  private 
citizen  are  involved,  as  well  as  the  privileges 
of  the  whole  people,  in  the  persons  of  their 
inmiediate  representatives.  The  dignity  of  this 
people  is  thus  brought  into  qnesuon  by  the 
oonanct  itf  the  aocnsed.  To  the  high  Irunmal 


of  pnbllo  opinion,  and  to  ovr  immfldiate  oc»iti- 
toenta,  we  must  all  answer  for  the  eoane  that 
we  may  now  adopt  It  becomes  ns,  therefiire^ 
to  deKberate  calmly,  end  to  dedde  with  an 
enlightened  Judgment,  upon  a  case  so  impor- 
tant ;  and  he  who  treats  the  question  li^tly, 
euinot,  I  think,  either  Justly  appre<»ate 
diaracter  of  our  Qovemment,  or  regard  the 
permanency  of  its  fr«e  institutions. 

The  first  question  before  the  House  ia,  whether 
Samuel  Honston  is  goillT  of  a  breaeh  of  its 
privUegee.  Ihia  beuig  OMided  afflrmatlvely, 
will  dnw  after  It,  as  I  tnwt  I  diaD  proTe  by 
reason  and  authority,  the  power  of  pnnishnHttit^ 
as  well  as  the  kind  and  extent  of  it  But  fhia 
question  involves  an  inquiry  into  the  nature  and 
extent  of  our  privileges,  as  a  matter  of  oonstita- 
tional  right  and  power,  and  into  the  partiealv 
ftots  which  are  alleged  to  have  oonstitvted  the 
transgression  imputed  to  the  aocnsed. 

I  listened,  sir,  to  the  defence  which  was 
offered  by  the  learned  counsel  for  the  aooosed, 
not  only  with  a  respectAil  and  devoted  atten- 
tion, (an  ^tentatm  greaUy  heightoked  by  the 
interest  tA  ancient  finendnip,)  but  with  a  deep 
anxiety  to  be  infiwmed  upon  this  w^gfaty  qnea- 
tion.  I  folt  ewy  diqwdtion  to  applMd  hia 
eloquence,  and  I  oould  not  bat  sometimes  ad- 
mire hi*  ingenuity ;  but  his  ocmstitational  and 
l^al  interpretations  I  was  compiled  wholly  to 
repudiate.  The  learned  counsel,  and  honorable 
membm  too,  have  talked  of  privileges  nnde- 
flned  wid  undeftnable ;  and  the  oounsel  <A  the 
accused  ccxnpluned,  even  to  tlM  last,  that  he 
was  in  some  degree  of  ignwvnce  of  the  charge 
alleged  against  his  olimt  He  daimed,  at  leart, 
that  one  inalienable  right  belffliged  to  the  dti- 
cen — that  before  he  is  pat  upon  hia  trial,  he 
shall  know  and  undersand  the  accusation  ag^nat 
bim.  In  the  eloquent  and  ingenioos  ooonasl 
these  were  the  commonplaces,  I  wlU  not  a^ 
the  tricks,  of  the  advocate ;  bat,  in  faMiomUe 
members,  with  a  foil  knowlege  of  the  foots,  and 
with  the  oonatitation  in  thefa-  bands,  those 
grave  donbta  and  snbtletieB  did,  I  otrnfosa,  aor* 
prise  me.  The  accused  himself  cUspla^  no 
such  fostidious  hedtation  on  this  point  He 
affected  not  to  misnnderrtand  the  charge.  He 
confessed  the  violent  act  charged  upon  lum,  but 
avoided  its  legal  consequence,  by  denying  the 
intent  imputed,  or  that  he  has  committed  any 
breach  of  constitational  privily.  The  counsel 
at  length  sapposed  that  the  main  obaige  waa 
that  of  assaulting  a  member  for  wwda  spweD  is 
debate,  and,  thereby,  oonumttjng  a  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  this  Honse  and  then  he 
boldly  sud  be  would  undertake  to  show  that 
no  Boch  privilege  belongs  to  a  member  of  this 
House,  as  to  M  ft«e  from  assault  for  words 
spoken  in  debate,  nnkas  it  were  in  the  Honse, 
or  on  his  way  to  or  from  the  House ;  at  least, 
so  fiv  as  the  power  of  this  Hooae  oould  be 
extended  for  his  protection,  or  for  the  punish- 
ment of  the  offender. 

both  the  privilege  and  the  qMcific  charge, 
of  a  vidatkm  of  it  wwe  represented  in  the  foU- 
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est  mnmer  to  the  part  j  acenaed.  The  oonstitn- 
tion  has  clearlr  defined  the  pririlege  and  the 
ofi&nee.  By  the  order  of  this  Hooee,  Samnel 
fiooston  was  informed  from  the  Gburthathehad 
been  bronght  up  to  answer  the  charge  of  baring 
assaulted  aiul  oeaten  Willujc  Stasbkrbt,  a 
member  of  the  Hoose  of  RepresentativeB  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  words 
^oken  by  him,  in  his  place,  as  a  member  of  this 
Honae,  in  debate  npou  a  question  then  pending 
before  the  House.  Moreover,  sir,  a  copy  of  the 
letter  of  the  member  from  OMo,  containing  an 
exact  specifloatton  <^  the  alleged  ontrage,  was 
delivered  to  the  aoonsed.  I  recite  these  pro- 
ceedings to  meet  the  extraordinary  argoment  of 
the  ooQDseL,  and  to  ahow  the  follacy  of  the 
statements  which  have  been  made  of  the  case. 
They  prove  that  the  party  had  notice,  the 
most  formal  and  pre<use,  of  the  nature  of  the 
ehai^  that  this  was  known  to  his  counsel,  and 
Inown  to  every  member  of  this  Honse. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  refer  to  the  founda- 
tion of  that  power  which  it  is  proposed  to  exer- 
cise on  the  present  occasion,  and  I  conclnde 
that  the  privHeaes  conferred  by  the  constitution 
incidentally  and  neoeesarily  embrace  the  power 
to  pnidah  any  vi<dation  of  them. 

Bj  tike  sixth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
ocautitiitii(^|HATil«sea  of  members  are  thaB 
defined :  "They  du5l  in  all  oases,  except  trea^ 
■on,  felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  priv- 
ilegiad  from  arrest  daring  their  attendance  at 
tha  aeeston  of  their  respective  Houses,  and  in 
gfAog  to  and  retnmio^  from  the  aame ;  and  fcxc 
any  speech  or  debate  in  either  House  they  shall 
not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place."  Here, 
sir,  are  as  plain  and  clear  definitions  of  the 
privileges  of  members,  as  language  could  ex- 
press. Here  are  rules  of  action  and  of  right, 
not  hong  up  on  higli,  like  the  laws  of  the 
Uoody  tyrant,  which  have  been  alluded  to,  but 

{ihinly  set  down  in  the  constitution,  and  in  this 
itde  mannai,  where  he  who  runs  may  read. 
The  privilege  la  defined,  and  taj  viidation  of 
it  is  an  oBenee  against  the  eonstitntion,  and 
Bee6Bail7,  if  nothing  else,  gives  the  law  of  pun- 
idunent.  Tliere  is,  too,  a  necessary  o(mnection 
between  a  breach  i^  the  privileges  thus  defined 
and  m  poniahment  of  the  offender,  by  restrdnt, 
during  tiie  period  of  their  continuance;  and  yet 
to  adopt  the  nice  distinction  whioh  has  been  set 
np  by  some  geutiemen  between  preventive  and 
retribntive  punishment,  as  laid  down  by  them, 
would  refine  away  the  whole  efficacy  of  the 
privil^e,  and  the  power  of  preserving  it. 

It  has  been  remarked  that  the  framera  of  onr 
eonstitntion  were  well  rmed  in  parliamentary 
history,  and  were  aware  of  the  prindple  laid 
down  in  the  En^ish  authorities,  that  piiTilegea 
of  ParliameBt  wwe  left  andtfBned,  because  th^ 
were  s^d  to  be  nndefinable,  and  that  their  dig- 
nity and  independence  were  preserved  by  keep- 
ing their  privileges  indefinite^  and  that,  there- 
fore, in  our  constitution,  privilefra  was  limited. 
The  framers  of  the  eonstitntion  uve,  at  least, 
clearly  and  jHrndently  defined  tiioee  privU^es 
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which  are  easmtial  to  the  free  and  independaii 
aetion  of  representatives,  althongb  tney  left 

the  mode  of  protecting  them  to  the  lav,  which 
necessity  and  the  nature  of  things  conferred. 

The  privily  now  in  question  is  plainly  set 
down  in  this  constitution,  which  all  know.  It 
is  therein  proclfumed  that  a  member  shall  not 
be  questioned  elsewhere  for  any  speech  or  de- 
bate. But  it  is  contended  that,  as  no  express 
power  is  cranted  to  panish  a  breach  of  this 
privil^ie,  this  House  cannot  exercise  any  power 
over  the  party  interfering  with  it,  although  it 
is  admitted  that  within  its  own  walls  it  may 
infiiot  punishment  for  .any  dlsturbanoe  of  ita 
proceeungs  there.  Such  doctrines  amount  to 
a  total  ahrosation  of  the  provlsltHis  of  the  con- 
stitution, whilst  the  adnusdons  of  those  who 
hold  them  prove  their  absurdity,  and  establish 
the  <^posite  constmction. 

The  privilege  declared  was  intended  to  secure 
to  the  Hoose,  in  the  persons  of  its  members, 
or  rather  to  the  people  whom  they  represent, 
free,  uninflaenced,  and  undisturbed  deliberation. 
The  power  of  l^^ation,  with  which  the 
eonstitntion  has  invested  each  House  of  Ck>u- 
gress,  necessarily  includes  the  right  and  the 
power  to  deliberate  freely  and  without  restraint. 
This  freedom  cannot  exist  without  the  power 
of  self-proteotion.  The  means  of  legislation 
are  inherent  in  the  power  to  legislate ;  they 
are  incidental,  because  the  power  cannot  other- 
wise exist.  If  the  House  has  any  self-protecting 
power,  it  is  not  because  it  is,  in  any  case, 
specially  given,  but  because  it  is  essential  to 
enable  it  to  peiform  its  ftinctions :  and,  to  this 
end,  it  must  preserve  the  liberty  and  safety  of 
its  members,  so  as  to  enforce  their  attendants. 
These  privueges,  and  the  enforcement  of 
them,  are  the  essential  means  of  exeroiring 
the  power  to  legislate.  They  are  not  con- 
ferred as  personal  honors  or  lUstinctiona  upon 
in^viduals,  bat  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  people ; 
hence,  they  do  not  attend  ns  at  our  homes  in 
the  reoess,  but  are  limited  to  the  period  oi  onr 
service  of  the  people,  and  cease  wtfh  the  necee- 
rity  which  created  them.  Therefore,  sir,  those 
wise  and  patriotic  men  who  framed  our  consti- 
tution, with  sncb  knowledge  of  the  essential 
nature  of  these  legislative  privil^es,  and  of  the 
straggles  of  tbcEn^ish  Parliament  to  maintain 
them,  would  never  nave  sent  it  unfinished  from 
their  hands,  had  they  not  been  perfectiy  con- 
vinced, from  reason  and  analogy,  that  the  inci- 
dental power  to  enforoe  the  privileges  they  de- 
fined would  necessarily  be  inferred.  And  on 
whom  has  the  constitution  conferred  this  power 
to  protect  and  preserve  the  privileges  ao  dearfy 
given  to  the  Bmabwa  and  BepreamtativeB  m 
Congress  t 

Sir,  it  is  on  each  House,  not  on  the  Congress; 
and  in  each  Hoose  necessarily  arises  the  ind- 
dental  power  of  preserving  its  existence,  and 
enablmg  itself  to  discharge  the  deliherative  and 
legislative  fonctions,  which  that  oonatitotion 
eamtesAy  asdgns  to  it.  By  looking  to  any 
othor  bnnch  or  d^tartment  <tf  the  Government 
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for  proteotioii,  this  House  tt  once  givee  up  its 
iodependenoe  and  its  rery  rai^eiuw.  IT  we 
call  apon  the  Senate  it  has  merely  the  same 
power  as  onrsdvea,  in  reference  to  its  own 
body — not  to  oar&  If  yon  refer  to  the  Exec- 
ntive,  it  has  no  power  eapecially  given 
yoor  protection;  and  the  Jndidary,  in  its  alow 
process,  may  leave  yoa  to  penui,  or  to  be 
kioked  ont,  like  the  Bump  Parliament  of  Eng- 
land. It  is  present  protection  that  yon  want 
If  yon  attempt  to  pass  laws  specially  to  define 
and  secure  yonr  pnvil^es,  and  pnnudi  the  viola- 
tiaa  of  themi,  tiie  Senate  will  UHl  yon  that  yon 
already  have  the  power,  or  they  may  not  agree 
to  your  ^yston,  or  the  ExecntiTe  may  veto  it 
ThnSf  one  braoon  of  the  L^islatnre,  by  tJirow- 
ing  itself  upon  tlie  other  for  proteotion,  (^ves 
np  the  efficacy  ctf  that  power  of  indqiODaent 
■df-preservation  whidi  the  constitution  clearly 
intended  to  bestow  on  each ;  andjby  a  reliance 
on  Uie  Executive  sanction,  both  Houses  would 
submit  thenudves  to  the  nwtetod  ot  Presiden- 
tial c^>rioe. 

Bnt,  sir,  the  very  admissitm,  which  is  made 
on  all  hands,  of  the  right  to  punish  others  than 
members  for  contempts  committed  in  the  pres- 
ence of  tiie  Hoose,  is  an  admission  of  the  power 
to  punish  for  contempts,  by  intimidation  or  vio- 
lence, out  of  the  House ;  because  there  is  no 
express  withority  or  power  pYem  in  the  one 
ease  more  than  in  the  other.  An  entrees  pow- 
er is  only  given  to  tiie  House  to  jmnuh  its  own 
members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and  even  to 
expel  them ;  bnt  I  have  seen  or  heard  it  ob- 
served that  that  power  was  g^ven  to  obviate  a 
possible  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  members 
representing  the  other  States  to  restrain  any 
representative  of  a  State  equally  entitled  to  act, 
'  in  his  own  discretion :  and  it  was  necessary  to 
the  free  action  of  aU  that  every  one  should  be 
duly  restrained  to  order. 

This  concession  of  the  power  to  punish  for 
acts  committed  within  the  walls  of  the  House, 
relinquishes  the  whole  ground  of  the  a^nment, 
which  is  the  want  of  an  express  grant,  for  there 
is  no  express  power  to  pumsh  others  Uian  mem- 
bers ;  and  why  lAonld  this  House  be  at  libwty 
to  exercise  any  un^ranted  power  to  punish  acts 
Committed  within  its  walU,  any  more  than  for 
those  committed  beyond  them  ?  The  iltuatra- 
tion  of  this  ailment  has  become  familiar  by 
repetition :  the  object  is  to  protect  members  in 
thd  free  exercise  of  their  deliberative  Amctaons, 
and  in  freedom  of  debate.  If  a  man  be  beaten 
and  disabled  as  he  is  leaving  the  House,  or  at 
his  lod^gs,  or  in  the  street,  whilst  he  Is  here 
at  the  seat  of  the  l^slative  session,  or  is  ques- 
tioned, and  intimidated  by  bludgeons,  is  not  the 
inconvenience,  and  the  violation  of  his  privil^e, 
tiie  same  t  Is  not  the  inflnenoe  to  interrapt  the 
free  exwolse  of  Ids  flmcti(mst2ie  samet 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  discuss,  in  a 
veiy  brief  manner,  the  question  of  fact.  Is  the 
ohGAge  proved  t  The  nature  of  the  charge  and 
the  ciromnstances  of  the  case  are  fully  before 
Ok  Do  the  fiu^proved  support  tiie  aUegation 
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of  the  violence  having  been  ocnnmitted  on 
persrai  of  the  member  ftom  Ohio  vitli  the  im- 
tent  and  for  the  canae  imputed  ? 

The  counsel  noticed  two  minw  diarges,  (as 
he  called  them,)  that  of  the  member  having 
been  beaten  so  as  to  have  been  kept  from  hk 
seat  in  this  House,  or  having  been  beatea  on 
his  way  to  a  member  of  the  S^iate  on  bnsiaess. 
I  presome,  sir,  it  can  make  no  pos&ible  differ- 
ence in  the  case,  where  he  was  beaten,  if  the 
assault  was  committed  on  account  of  wordi 
spoken  in  debate.  That  the  assault  and  battery 
was  committed,  has  been  amply  proved ;  and 
in  what  manner!  ILxuii  has  been  swd,  lii, 
about  the  provocation,  and  whether  the  extra- 
ordinaty  violence  was  induced  by  the  qieecb, 
or  the  publioation  of  the  qteech ;  tnit  one  tbhv 
is  dear— that,  if  any  case  oonld  ooenrto  call  fv 
a  Bolenm  investiganitm  by  this  House  of  its  vio- 
lated dignity  in  the  pawn  of  one  of  its  mess* 
hers,  it  IS  to  be  seen  in  the  enormity  of  the  tt- 
tack  npon  the  person  of  the  member  from  Ohia 
Shall  I  hold  np  to  yon  the  picture  of  this  trai^ 
action  from  the*  evidence  wnich  has  been  gireo 
of  it  f  I  will  not  do  so  to  influence  yonr  minds, 
bnt  to  briiu  to  them  the  true  natare  of  the  case 
yon  are  culed  upon  to  decide.  It  is  to  place 
before  you  the  member  from  Ohio^  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  an  important  State,  in  the  actual 
condition  to  which  the  exeroiae  «a  Us  eoiwtitu- 
tional  privily  here  has  redneed  1dm,  ad  to 
put  to  a  Uii  test  the  daties  wlikh  we  owe  to 
ourselves  and  the  peo|de  whan  we  represent, 
and  more  espedally  to  the  oonstatnents  of  that 
member.  I  will  read  from  the  depocntion  of  the 
lumorable  Senator  from  Uiseooii,  (Hr.  Bccx- 
HXB,)  his  account  of  the  rencontre,  fiiom  the  first 
meeting  of  the  aoouaed  and  tiie  monber  from 
Ohio,  till  the  total  proetntion  of  the  lattw: 

"  Houstw  was  staDdiog  not  direeflv  ftdag  the 
palings,  bat  rather  qnartenog  towards  It,  and  qsip* 
teriog  to  me ;  without  answering  qoeatioa,  he 
appeared  to  shift  the  poritioa  of  fais  feet.  I  nv 
nothing  at  the  time,  but  soon  discovered  a  gende- 
man  coming  across  the  ATenue,  and  pretty  new  to 
US,  and  near  to  the  pavement ;  at  the  tuna  I  <fid 
not  recognize  the  indiTidoal  nhen  I  first  etaswid 
him,  but  as  he  approached  nearer,  and  vaa  ia  tht 
act  of  putting  fais  foot  upon  the  paTement^  I  fit- 
covered  it  to  be  Mr.  Stambeket.  It  occurred  in- 
mediately  to  me  that  there  woold  be  a  difficahy  be- 
tween them,  hann^  understood  previously  that 
there  had  been  disaatiafactioa  betweoi  then. 
Houston  did  not  reply  to  my  qoeatioo.  Aa  8tiX- 
BBHET  a^roached  nearer,  he  appeared  to  halt  ia 
his  place.  Housttm  asked  If  that  was  lb.  Sr^nn- 
BT ;  he  reined,  very  politdy,  and  bowfog  at  the 
same  time,  *  jea,  sir then,  said  Houston,  yo«  art 
the  damned  rascal,  and  with  that  strack  him  with  ■ 
Stick  wluch  he  held  in  his  hand.  SrAireKBaT  ifarev 
np  his  hands  over  his  head,  and  sta^ered  bark ; 
his  hat  fell  off;  and  he  exolaiowd,  ^Oh,  docX 
Houston  oontinned  to  follow  him  op,  and  contioiicd 
to  strike  him.  Alter  receiving  several  seven 
blows,  SrAMBxaRT  turned,  as  I  tbooi^t,  to  run  off 
Houston  at  diat  momeot  sprung  npon  him  ia  the 
rear,  SiUBBavr^  arms  ha^ng  down,  appaient^ 
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defenoeleaa.  He  seized  him,  ftnd  Attempted  to  tbrow 
hint,  but  wu  not  able  to  do  so.  Smjiberbt  earned 
him  about  oa  the  paTement  some  little  time; 
whether  he  extricated  hinuelf,  or  HoostOD  Arust 
him  from  him,  I  am  not  able  to  determine.  I 
thought  he  throat  him  from  him ;  as  he  passed  him, 
he  gtrtiek  him,  and  gave  Um  a  trip ;  Stambikrt 
fell :  when  he  fell  he  still  continued  to  halloo ;  in- 
deed, he  hallooed  all  the  Ume  pretty  mnch,  except 
when  they  were  scuffling.  I  saw  Staitbxrrt,  after 
having  received  several  blows,  put  out  both  hands 
in  this  way,  he  then  lying  on  his  back.  I  did  not 
discoTttr  what  wai  In  Ida  lunda,  or  if  any  thing  was ; 
bat  I  heard  a  sound  like  the  anapping  of  a  gun  lock, 
nnd  I  saw  particies  of  fire.  Houston  appeared  to 
take  hold  of  StAHBXRRT'a  hands,  and  took  some- 
thing from  them,  which  I  could  not  see.  After 
that,  Houston  stood  up  more  erect,  still  beatiiu 
Stambkbut  with  B  stick  over  the  head,  arms,  and 
wdes ;  Stakbsbbt  still  kept  his  hands  spread  out. 
After  Houston's  giving  him  aeveral  other  blows,  he 
lay  on  bis  back  and  put  up  his  fbet ;  Honston  then 
atraek  him  elsewhere.  H r.  Stahbirbt,  after  having 
received  several  blows,  ceased  to  halloo,  and  lay,  as 
I  thonght,  perfectly  still.  All  th^  time  I  had  not 
spoken  to  either  of  the  parties,  or  interfered  in  any 
manner  whatever.  I  now  thought  Stambirbt  was 
badly  hurt,  or  perhaps  killed,  from  the  manner  in 
whldi  he  hy.  I  stepped  up  to  Houston  to  tell  him 
to  desist,  but,  whhoQt  bdng  spoken  to,  he  quit  of 
hiaown  accord.  Mr.  Stambbbbt  then  gotnponhis 
feet,  and  I  then  saw  the  pistol  in  the  right  band  of 
Governor  Honston  for  the  first  time." 

Saoh  Is  the  eridenoe  of  the  honorable  Senator. 
■With  respect  to  the  witness,  I  will  say  only  one 
word:  "Mine  enemy's  dog,  bad  he  bit  me," 
shonld  not  have  died  that  death  in  my  pres- 
enoe.  And  it  is  said  that  our  proceedings,  in 
saoh  a  case  as  this,  will  be  decided  by  the 
people.  I  trust,  sir,  that  gentlemen  are  greatly 
mistaken.  The  people  mil  regard  the  powers 
with  which  they  haTO  invested  ns,  aiw  they 
will  hdd  ns  reaponaible  for  the  dne  exertion  o£ 
them  for  the  vindication  of  the  privilege  of  every 
member  of  our  body.  If  any  man  coud  be  more 
abused  and  degraded  in  his  person  by  the  vio- 
lence of  another,  I  know  not  how ;  and  are  we 
at  liberty  to  torn  off  the  complaint  of  the  mem- 
ber from  Ohio,  and  condemn  him  to  loss  of 
caste  became  hjs  pistol  missed  fire  t  Shall  wo 
undertake  to  degrade  him  from  the  right  of  pro- 
tection and  the  privileges  of  this  House  com- 
mon to  OS  all,  under  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution, because  he  proved  bo  nnfortanate  as 
not  to  have  killed  his  assailant  t  Shall  I  ask, 
sir,  what  else  he  oonld  have  done  t  Some  of 
na  might  affect  to  make  a  -ready  answer ;  bnt 
we  have  never  tried,  and  therefore  oaonot  know, 
the  diffionlties  of  snoh  a  moment  of  discomfiture 
and  impmdioK  destmotlon. 

The  connseffor  tbe  accused  has  taken  a  view 
of  the  oondnct  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  which 
is  wholly  nnsnpported  by  the  evidence,  and 
has,  with  the  aid  of  imagination,  represented 
him  as  a  man  arming  himself  for  an  affray,  and 
going  forth  as  an  a«ressor,  and  he  has  more 
than  intimated  the  character  of  the  act,  in  the 
eye  of  llie  law,  had  he  Raooessfully  maintained 
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the  fight.  Sir,  the  evidence  wholly  refates  this 
statement  Although  the  member  had  been 
informed  that  it  was  rumored  that  the  accused 
meant  to  shoot  him  in  the  street,  and  had  been 
advised  by  a  Aiend  to  prepare  to  defend  him- 
self, and  althoaghhehad  armed  himself  accord- 
ingly, he  was  atterwards  ttirown  off  his  gaard 
by  various  curcumstanoes,  and  carried  bnt  a 
nngle  pistoL  At  eight  o'clock  at  night,  when 
he  was  going  on  a  ymt  to  a  friend,  and  had  no 
expectation  of  meeting  the  aooosed,  he  was  sud- 
denly aoeoated  by  tiie  aoonsed,  and  instanUy 
struck  down  with  a  bludgeon.  Whilst  prostrate 
beneatii  his  assailant,  and  as  he  continued  to 
strike  him  with  great  videnoe,  he  got  his  hand 
upon  his  pistol,  (his  only  weapon  and  his  only 
possible  means  of  defence,)  and  endeavored  to 
oischarge  it  He  did  not  draw  the  pistol  till 
he  was  beatoi  to  the  ground,  and  was  lying 
helpless,  and  in  the  hands  of  his  adversary ;  and 
he  resorted  to  the  pistol,  as  he  had  astrict  legal 
r^ht  to  do,  to  save  himself  from  the  probability 
of  impending  death  or  great  lx>dily  harm.  And 
so  it  would  have  stood  in  tiie  eye  of  the  law, 
npon  the  settied  mie  of  eelf-dnenos^  In  any 
jndicnal  fcnnm. 

For  what  was  this  ignominlons  chastisement 
inflicted  f  It  Is  alleged  to  have  been  for  a 
speech  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  made  in  tiiis 
House,  in  a  debate  on  a  snl^feot  pending  before 
it  In  that  speech  was  a  passage  importing  a 
charge  upon  the  late  Secretary  of  War  of  an  at- 
tempt made  by  him  fraudnlentiy  to  give'to  the 
accused  the  contract  for  Indian  rations.  I  am 
not  to  undertake  to  mainttun  this  allegation  of 
a  iraud,  in  order  to  snpport  the  a^oment  I  have 
in  hand.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  this  House, 
having  an  inqnlaitorial  power  over  all  Idgh 
officers  of  the  Government,  is  the  pnmer  plf^ 
for  a  fair  inquiry  into  every  speties  of  emmpt 
or  improper  oondnct  In  them,  which  the  ordi- 
nary tribunabof  instioe  cannot  reach;  and  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  who  oomee  to 
the  knowledge  of  fraudulent  practices  in  the 
bfficers  or  departments  of  the  Qovemment,  to 
communicate  the  information  to  this  House. 
He  must  do  this,  however,  under  a  responmbility 
to  this  House,  and  to  public  opinion.  I  know 
nothing  of  me  subject  to  which  the  member 
from  Ohio  so  emphatioally  allnded  in  his  ob- 
noxiona  speech,  and  I  have  no  sympathy  or 
participation  in  the  charge,  more  than  any 
other  member  of  this  House ;  and  I  speak  merely 
in  reference  to  the  privilege  of  speech  and  de- 
bate, which  is  secured  to  every  member  on  t^ia 
floor  by  the  express  provinons  of  the  ocmstitn- 
tion.  For  myself^  I  would  never  give  my  sanc- 
tion or  countenance  to  light  and  frivolous  in- 
timations of  fraudnlent  practices  in  any  officer 
of  Government ;  bat,  if  I  should  become  master 
of  any  such  secret,  and  of  such  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances as  would  convince  the  mind  of  a 
reasonable  man  of  the  reality  of  their  existence, 
I  would  feel  myself  boond  to  disclose  all  my  in- 
formation to  the  House,  and  I  would  do  it  fear- 
lessly. Vlut,  then,  has  tiie  member  fran  Ohio 
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done  in  his  place !  He  has  alleged  a  corrnpt 
deeign  on  the  part  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War 
in  an  important  transaction,  in  which  an  official 
dn^  had  devolved  on  him,  and  he  went  ftirther, 
and  charged  ike  President  with  afoll  knowledge 
of  tiie  boaineflBi  He  moreover  gave  his  reuoiiB 
for  his  belief  in  the  foots  alleged,  and  referred 
in  {Mut  to  hlfl  aathority. .  Sir,  that  member  and 
every  other  is  amenable  to  ttds  Hoosa,  even  in 
the  penitUy  of  expulsion,  for  a  gnns,  fake 
damor ;  bat  his  privilege  of  freedom  of  speech 
and  debate  here  cannot  be  eonatitutionaUr  or 
legallj  qoesdwied  in  any  other  place.  An  in- 
qniry  into  frauds  or  oormptiona  in  any  branch 
of  the  Qovemment  is  too  important  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  to  be  stifled  by  violence  or 
bitimidationf  even  from  individuals  who  may 
deem  themselves  m^ostiy  accused. 

In  England,  it  is  an  established  principle,  and 
a  mle  settied  even  by  their  ooorta,  that  a  mem- 
ber in  his  place  may  make  a  ohai^  or  {nvpose : 
an  inquiry  npon  common  &me ;  and  here  the  : 
ecmstitntion  hae  f^ven  an  eqiul  freedom  of 
speech  and  debate.  It  is  a  freedom  of  debate 
and  a  liberty  of  action,  witii  which  this  House 
is  invested  by  the  people,  in  order  that  it  may 
subserve  tlietr  own  great  paramount  interests. 

I  cannot,  Mr.  SpMUEor,  entertain  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  member  from  Ohio  was  ques- 
tioned and  beiden«for  his  speech  made  in  this 
House,  and  I  do  not  peroeive  how  it  is  possible 
from  the  evidence  to  come  to  any  other  con- 
clusion, notwithstanding  all  the  subtlety  that 
has  been  practised  to  disprove  it. 

The  speech  of  the  member  was  delivered  in 
the  Honse  on  the  Slst  of  Mar^and  was  pah- 
Ushed  in  the  Intelligenoer  <xa  Monday  the  9d 
instant.  The  note  of  the  accused  was  dated  on 
the  8d,  and  delivered  on  the  Ith,  by  the  honor- 
able member  tiom  Tenneseee,  Qtr.  0.  Johbbon.) 
to  the  member  from  Ohia  "The  object  of  this 
note  is  to  ascertun  whether  my  name  was  used 
by  yon  in  debate ;  and,  if  so^  whether  your  re- 
marks have  been  correctly  qaoted."  Such  is 
its  tenor.  The  reply  was  (dated  on  the  4th, 
hut  not  delivered  tiU  the  6th) — "  I  ciumot  reo- 
ogaiia  the  right  of  Mr.  Houston  to  make  this 
request."  Throughout  all  the  conversation  of 
aoonaed  willi  his  friei^  the  honorable 
member  fhHD  Tenneaaee,  not  a  syllable  was 
ever  said  by  him  about  th»  poblidUion  as  dis- 
tinct from  the  debate ;  and  this  appears,  not- 
withstanding the  close  examination  of  an  hon- 
orable member  to  that  point.  The  witness 
said,  indeed,  in  answer  to  the  question,  that  he 
oertiunly  thought  that  the  accused  felt  hims^ 
aggrieved  by  the  pnblication  in  the  newspaper, 
but  did  not  remember  that  he  ever  uttered  anj 
thing  from  which  that  impression  was  drawn. 
The  accused  swore  that  he  would  riffht  the 
wrong  where  it  was  given,  and  would  whip 
the  damned  rascal  before  he  left  the  House,  the 
honorable  member  from  Tenneseee  (Mr.  C. 
Joasva)  and  the  aocosed  then  standing  behind 
the  Speaker's  chair  1  But  the  oransel  negatives 
this  idea,  and  puts  the  provocation  npoa  1^ 
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refusal  to  answer  the  accused,  and  the  insult  gf 
the  answer  addressed  to  his  friend  I  And  yet 
the  writing  out  and  pnblication  of  tiie  qwech 
by  the  member  are  rehed  npon  as  an  ouprivileged 
a^esaion,  npon  the  eviiunt  afterthon^t  sog- 
gested  by  a  mstindimi  finmd  in  ■ome  fioghali 
oases.  But  did  the  aoonaed  know  on  tlie  Sd, 
or  even  on  the  4th,  that  the  meinbOTflfam(Mii(\ 
and  not  the  reporter,  had  written  oat  the  neeeh, 
and  caused  it  to  be  publi^ed  f  From  aiLdut 
appears,  he  never  did  know  it  tall  this  trill  had 

Srooeeded.  But,  sir,  the  writing  cot  and  pnb- 
cation  of  a  speech  made  here  by  a  member  io 
debate  are  of  tne  essence  of  the  privilege  secured 
by  oar  constitution,  as  has  been  already  sbon 
by  the  gentiemau  from  Yirgioia,  (Mr.  Dod- 
DmDGE,)  and  the  distioction,  tiieref<»«p  of  tbess 
oases  can  have  no  application  in  this  coasby. 
I  was  aware  of  one  of  tiie  oases  referred  to  ti 
supporting  the  distinotiou,  but  I  have  no  doute 
it  wotdd  be  found  that  this  eaagj.  and  aH  othsa 
of  its  class,  must  rest  on  an  (Aa  standing  mk 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  has  so^sted 
for  one  or  two  eentariea,  that  the  debates  in  the 
House  should  not  be  divnlged  or  pnbliebed 
without  its  order  or  authority. 

Under  the  operation  of  this  rule^  the  Kngli!^ 
people  had  onoe,  perhaps,  a  more  restricted 
knowledge  of  the  speeches  and  doings  of  their 
repres^tatires  in  Parliament,  thoa^  the  spiiit 
of  liberty  found  means  long  ago  to  evsde  the 
restriction,  and  to  disseminate  an  adequate 
account  of  every  thins  that  was  there  said  or 
done.  I  remember  well,  air,  my  reading,  when 
a  boy,  in  "  The  GentiemaA'a  Magazine,^  pcb- 
lidied  in  London  a  little  less  tbaa  a  centory  iipt, 
"  Debates  in  the  Senate  of  LQlipnt,*'  whkk 
were  none  other  than  the  regular  q>eecb«s  in 
Parliament  under  the  guise  of  fictitious  diarac- 
ters.  But,  in  the  present  enlightened  state  ot 
the  public  mind  in  En^and,  tlm  andoat  rule  & 
obsolete,  or  wholly  disregarded,  and  the  debate 
of  every  hour  in  Parliament  is  given  oat  to  the 
people  in  numberless  daily  journals. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the  whole  evidence 
in  this  case,  there  remains  not  a  doubt  that  U 
was  the  speech  of  the  member  from  Ohio  ii 
debate  upon  this  floor,  that  was  the  cause,  the 
true  cause  of  the  outrage  committed  uptm  him 
by  the  accused,  and  thatfiutoondndeB  the  sub- 
ject 

Mr.  DioEsoN,  of  New  York,  said :  The  re- 
spondent is  charged  with  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House,  by  an  assault  and  batteir 
on  the  member  from  Ohio,  QLc,  Stasbjoxx,) 
for  words  spoken  by  him  in  debate  on  this 
floor.  I  consider  the  charge  as  admitted  by 
the  respondent  at  the  bar.  Independent  of  the 
response  of  the  accused,  I  consider  the  chains 
as  proved  by  the  note  addressed  to  the  member 
fnmi  Ohio.  The  member  was  not  asked 
whetiier  the  remarks  in  the  Litelligenoer  were 
true,  but  whether  those  Temarks  were  an  accu- 
rate report  of  his  speech. 

What  more  !  The  remark  of  aoeoBed  to 
bis  fiiend  fimn  Tennesaee,  whrn.  advind  not  to 
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make  the  assault  in  this  Hottse,  that  he  would 

 '*  right  the  wrong  wherever  given, 

E'en  if  'twere  in  the  court  of  heaven," 

prores^  oondiuiTely,  that  the  assault  and  bat- 
tery wore  for  woraa  spoken  in  debate  on  this 
floor,  and  not  for  the  pnblioation  of  the  speeoh 
in  the  Intelligencer. 

The  counsel  for  the  accused  urged,  in  his  de- 
fence, that  it  was  not  tiie  speech,  but  the  note 
from  the  member  from  Ohio,  that  oooadoned 
the  aasault.  Was  that  true  i  Was  there  any 
thing  in  that  note  insulting  to  the  accoBed  f 
Was  there  any  insult  to  the  fHend  of  \h&  ac- 
cused from  Tennessee?  That  friend  swears 
that  he  was  doubtful,  that  he  consulted  hia 
friends,  that  they  advised  him,  and  his  own 
judgmrat  confirmed  their  decision,  that  there 
was  no  indignltj  offered  by  the  note  to  the  ac- 
cused, or  his  friend ;  that  he  so  informed  the 
accused,  wbo  was  satisfied  with  aneh  judgment 
of  his  Inend,  and  the  judgment  of  t^e  common 
friends  of  both.  The  note,  then,  contabed  no 
insult  to  tbe  accused ;  andlconnderthecduffge 
as  fully  proved,  that  the  asaauiltaiid  battery 
were  for  words  spoken  in  debate  on  the  floor 
of  this  House. 

But  I  sliall  assume  a  still  broader  ground. 
The  counsel  for  the  accused  triumphantly  asked, 
whether,  if  an  assault  and  battery  were  committed 
on  a  member,  and  he  was  disabled,  not  wbUe 
on  his  way  to  or  frtim  his  boarding-bouse,  but 
in  going  to  see  other  members  on  business  in 
relation  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  such 
member,  it  would  be  a  breach  of  privilege.  I 
contend  that  it  would,  and  that  an  assaalt  and 
battery  committed  on  a  member,  during  the 
session  of  Congress,  with  or  without  canse, 
would  be  a  breach  of  privilege,  as  decided  by 
the  late  Chief  Justice  Parsons,  and  the  other 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts. 

The  accQsed  has,  f^en,  been  guUty  of  a  breacli 
of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  and  rendered 
himself  liable  to  arrest  and  imprisonment  by  its 
order ;  shown  by  elementary  writers  in  the  re- 
peated decisions  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
since  1 660,  and  b^  the  decisions  of  the  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas^  Eing's  Bench,  Exchequer  Cham- . 
beTj  an  the  JudM  and  the  House  of  Lords 
Bittuff  as  a  court  of  error  in  EiM^land.  In  the 
fourth  year  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  1660,  one 
Withringtott  was  eommittad  to  the  Tover  for 
an  assaut  on  one  Brandling,  a  burgess  of  New- 
castle. (8  St  Trials,  p.  d.)  Williams  threat- 
ened and  assaulted  Bainbri^  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  ;  a  complaint  was  made,  a 
-warrant  was  instantly  issned,  and  Williams  was 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  examined,  con- 
victed of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
House,  and  imprisoned.  (1  Hatsell,  92.)  With- 
out fatiguing  the  House  with  a  recital  of  similar 
cases,  more  than  fifty  of  which  are  referred  to 
on  my  minutes  before  me,  suffice  it  to  say,  that, 
frtmi  the  middle  of  the  uxteenth  caiturr  to  ib» 
wesent  time,  as  appears  by  the  Jonmau  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  assaults  and  batteries  on 
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members  of  the  House,  in  the  streets  of  London 
and  Westminster,  have  been  deemed,  a^ndged, 
and  punished  as  breaches  of  the  privil^fes  of  the 
House. 

Such  proceedings  were  adopted  and  sanc- 
tioned, during  the  same  perio^  by  the  House 
of  Lords,  in  anali^niB  oases.  Not  only  assaults 
uid  batteries  by  individual,  lawless  violence, 
but  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  the  mem- 
bers of  either  House  of^  Parliament,  by  the  offi- 
cers of  jostioe,  and  by  order  of  the  courts  oi 
England,  except  for  treason,  felony,  and  breach 
oi  tiie  peace,  have,  during  the  same  period,  been 
deemed  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House. 
They  have  arrested  and  punished  the  individual 
who  sued  out  the  prpc^M,  and  the  officers  who 
made  the  urest.  They  have  arrested  the  sher- 
i£b  of  Ifiddlesex  for  a  contempt  and  breach  of 
privilege,  for  refhsing  obedience  to  an  order  oi 
the  House  directing  them  to  set  at  Ubert7  a 
:  member  in  UidrciiMody.  The  House  of  Coon- 
mcnts  hsTS  fmrainted  a  committee  to  enforce 
obedience  to  their  order,  and  to  set  at  libwty, 
by  force,  a  member  of  their  House  arrested  by 
the  officers  of  justice,  and  by  virtue  of  the  pro* 
cess  of  the  courts.  Not  only  has  the  arrest 
a  member  of  the  House  by  the  officers  of  jus* 
tice,  but  by  order  of  the  privy  oonncil,  and  even 
of  the  King  himself^  been  conudered  and  ad- 
judged a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House. 
Mr.  StricklEmd,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Oom- 
mons,  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil of  Queen  Elizabeth,  14th  April,  1676,  for  in- 
trodudng  a  bill  into  me  House  of  Oommona  to 
reform  the  book  of  common  [n-ayw,  and  for 
words  spoken  in  delmte  in  relation  thwato. 
This  was  the  first  attwDpt  to  abridge  the  free- 
dom of  debate  in  Ibgland,  and  Jastir  awakened 
and  aroused  the  indignatitm  of  ue  House  of 
Commons  and  the  people. 

Yelverton  introduced  the  subject  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  HoQse  in  the  indignant  lai^age  of 
a  freeman,  and  with  a  boldness  and  manly  inde- 
pendence becoming  a  statesman  and  a  member 
of  Parliament.  The  privy  council  were 
alarmed;  some  of  them  whispered  to  the  Speak- 
er, and  a  motion  was  made,  and  further  pro- 
ceedings a^onmed  until  next  day.  The  mem- 
ber was  released  from  imprisonment,  and 
peared  in  his  seat,  at  the  opaoing  oiVke  Bmm, 
the  next  morning. 

James  I.  (June,  1031)  imprisoned  Bir  Edwyn 
Sandys,  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for  woraa 
used  in  debate.  The  House  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  widt  on  him,  and  ascertain  the  cause 
of  his  detention.  They  denied  the  Kill's  right 
to  imprison.  The  King  wrote  to  the  Speaker, 
"  severely  reprobating  those  fiery  and  popular 
8|drits  of  some  of  the  House  of  Commons,  wbo 
nad  presumed  to  ar^e  and  debate  publicly  of 
matters  far  above  their  reach  and  capacity,  tend- 
iii^  to  our  liigh  dishonor  and  breach  of  prerogo- 
tiveroyal,"  and  added,  "  We  think  ourselves  Tery 
free  and  aUe  to  ponish  any  man's  nusdemeanor 
la  Parliament,  as  well  during  tiieir  dttiog  as 
afbee,  upon  any  man's  insolent  behavior  there." 
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In  relation  to  said  remarks  of  the  King,  lifr. 
Grew,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  asserting  and 
maintaining  the  priTileges  of  the  Honse,  sud, 
"  If  wo  should  yield  our  liberties  to  be  bnt  of 
grace,  these  walls,  that  have  known  the  holding 
of  them  for  so  many  years,  wonld  blosb. 
James  the  First,  in  the  langnage  of  the  historian, 
"  was  an  arbitrary  monaroh,  wishing  to  trample 
on  Uie  rights  and  liberties  of  the  peofde."  In 
tiM  fifth  year  of  Obtflea  I.,  Sir  John  Elliot, 
Doidl  Hollis,  and  Beidamin  Valentine  were 
.indiot«d,  tried,  and  oonvicted,  for  words  spoken 
by  them  in  debate  In  the  Honse  of  Commons, 
and  sentenced  to  pay  fines  and  be  imprisoned. 
Bnch  prooeedinga  were  condemned  by  the 
Hoose  of  Ck)mmons,  and  adjudged  a  breach  of 
their  privilewes. 

"  Every  obstruction  In  their  (the  House  of 
Commons)  dnties,  by  a  stranger,  by  assaulting, 
challenging,  or  insnltlng  any  ^ngle  representa- 
tive of  the  House  of  Commons,  has,  from  the 
middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  downwards, 
berajQBtly  deemed  a  breach  ct  privUegCk  and 
an  ofience  agunst  the  whole  body."  (Hallam's 
Oonstitutiona]  History,  p.  MS.)  "  I  onderatand 
It  to  be  clearly  part  of  the  law  and  custom  of 
Parliament,  that  each  House  may  Inquire  into 
and  imprisML  for  breaches  of  privilege,  and  that 
an  assaolt  on  members  is  a  breach  of  privilege." 
(Hai^rave's,  Jurid.  Ar^ment,  vol.  2,  p.  183.  1 
Obitty's  Blackstone,  p.  164,  &c.  &c,  and  Chitty^s 
Notes.   8  State  Trisla,  38.   4  Inst.,  fol.  60.) 

The  power  to  arrest  and  punish  for  breaches 
of  privilege  is  so  clear,  that  aU  the  judges  of  Eng- 
land have,  for  more  than  two  centuries,  dto- 
dfumed  all  power  and  all  jurisdiction  to  dis- 
cbarge on  habtat  corptu  a  person  thus  com- 
mitted \iiy  the  House  m  Commons,  or  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  of  tlie  oommitawnt.  And  this 
rule  was  adopted  as  well  in  relation  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  <tf  Luidon,  and  the  noblei  of  the  land, 
as  Uie  commoner.  In  support  of  this  assertion, 
I  will  only  refer  to  the  case  of  the  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury,  in  1677.  (6  State  Trials,  1270. 
8  Bt  Trials,  n.  80.)  The  AyleBbtuy  men.  (2 
Ld.  Raymona's  Rep.,  1106.)  Case  of  Alexan- 
der Murray,  in  1761.  (1  Will.  Rep.,  299.) 
Flower's  case.  (8  Term.  Rep.,  82S.)  And  the 
case  of  Brass  Crosby,  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
in  1771.   (8  Willson's  Rep  188.) 

About  the  year  1810,  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
was  committed  to  the  Tower  for  a  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
brought  his  action  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
agunst  Sir  Charles  Abbott,  the  then  Spe^er 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  dedared  against 
him  in  trespass  for  assaolt  and  battery,  and 
falae  imprisonment.  The  defendant  pleaded, 
in  justiSoation,  the  proceedings  and  order  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  his  warrant  issued  in 
pursuance  of  such  orders,  to  commit  the  plain- 
tiff to  the  Tower.  To  this  plea  the  plaintiff  de- 
murred. The  case  was  argued  by  Mr.  Holroyd, 
at  very  great  length,  for  Sir  Francis  Burdett. 
In  his  argument,  he  reviewed  all  the  cases  in 
En^andi 
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Lord  Ellenborough,  Chief  Justice,  in  deliver- 
ing his  opinion,  in  like  manner,  reviewed  all  the 
amndged  cases,  the  history  and  the  privileges 
ofParltament,  and  overruled  the  demurrer,  in 
which  decision  all  the  judges  concurred.  (14 
East's  Rep.,  p.  1.)  The  cause  was  carried  by 
Sir  Francis  to  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Cham- 
ber, and  there  argued  by  other  counael  for  the 
plaintifl^  when  Mr.  Mansfield,  the  then  Chief 
Juatioe  of  the  Common  neu,  delivered  the 
unanimons  opinion  cS  the  court,  confirming  the 
decision  of  the  King's  Bench.  (4  Taunt  Rep., 
p.  401.)  The  cause  was  then  carried  by  Sir 
Francis,  by  writ  of  error,  to  the  House  of  Lorda 
And  there,  as  a  last  ^ort,  he  avuled  himself  of 
the  extensive  learning  and  exalted  talents  of 
Lord  Brougham,  the  present  Cbancdior  of  Eng- 
land. When  Lord  Brongham  had  finished  his 
long  and  able  ailment,  the  defendant's  coun- 
sel was  stopped  by  Lord  Eldon,  and,  aiUxx  a 
brief  opinion  delivered  by  Lord  Erskine,  the 
House  of  Lords  unanimou4y  affirmed  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Courts  of  King's  Botch  and  the 
Exchequer  Chamber.  (6  Dowe*B  Par.  Rep., 
166,  199.)  Arrests  and  impriaonmoita  were 
then  adopted  by  both  Houses  of  Patliament, 
for  the  last  three  centuries,  for  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  either  House  by  members  or  by 
strangers,  in  restraint  as  well  of  tiie  officers 
the  court,  and  the  insolence  and  tyranny  of  the 
royal  prerogative  and  power,  as  of  in^vidnal 
lawless  violence,  sustained  by  all  dementaiy 
writers,  and  all  the  judges  of  England.  Among 
those  judges  were  Sir  Michael  Foster,  the  popu- 
lar judge,  the  advocate  and  firm  supporter  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people ;  and  Sir 
Matthew  Hale,  who  had  collated  the  laws  snd 
constitutions  of  all  countries  and  all  ages,  the 
ermine  <A  whose  robes  was  never  s^d  by 
meanness  or  ii^justioe,  whoae  whole  life  wss 
pure  as  the  dews  of  Hermon,  and  whose  int^- 
rity  and  entire  character  was  a  noble  eulogy 
on  human  nature,  and  added  dignity  toman. 
Among  the  members  of  Parliamrat  who  sus- 
tuned  the  principles  for  which  I  contend,  was 
WiUiam  Ktt,  the  elder.  Earl  of  Chatham,  tentv 
<Aile  lumm.  Edmund  Burke,  the  firiend  of 
fi-eedora,  of  tJiis  country  in  her  revolutionary 
struggle,  of  oppressed  Ireland,  and  the  oppressed 
in  India,  in  whose  works,  with  some  political 
heresies,  are  more  general  maxims  in  polities 
and  morals,  founded  on  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  history  uid  human  nature  nsefid  to  the 
statesman,  and  adapted  to  all  times  and  aQ 
countries,  than  are  to  be  found  in  the  works  of 
any  other  author ;  a  man  who  drew  his  meta- 
phors and  illustrations  from  all  nature,  and 
every  art  and  science ;  whose  feelings  were  ar- 
dent, the  visions  of  whose  fancy  were  bright, 
whose  genius,  cultivated,  polished,  refined, 
awakened,  soothed,  instructed,  aroused,  inspired, 
was  penetrating  as  electric  fire,  and  brig^it  as 
the  lightning's  flash,  and  whose  path  was  splen- 
did as  the  ^axy  trf  heaven.  With  him  were 
the  younger  Pitt,  Sheridan,  Erskine,  and  Fox, 
splendid  uuiinariea,  which  threw  into  the  tfiade 
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and  eclipsed  all  fhe  other  and  minor  lights  of 
the  country,  if  not  of  the  age,  in  which  they  lived. 

The  power  to  commit  and  to  panish  for  the 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House  is  also 
shown  by  analo^OQS  cases  in,  and  by  the  prao- 
tioe  and  proceedings  this  Honse.  Under  the 
articles  of  confederatlon^and  in  the  Congress  of 
1777,  it  was  by  the  House  "  Resolved,  that 
Guuning  Bedford  has  been  guilty  of  a  high 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Honse,  in  send- 
ing a  challenge  to  one  of  its  members  for  words 
spoken  by  him  in  tfab  Honse  in  the  coarse  of 
debate."  la  December,  17S6,  on  information 
^ven  by  Ueasrs.  Smith,  Murray,  Giles,  and 
Buck,  then  members  of  theHonBe,Bobert  Ran- 
dall and  Charles  Whitney  were  arrested  by  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  by  order  of  the  Honse, 
for  "a  contempt  to,  and  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  this  Honse,  in  an  unwarrantable  attempt  to 
corrupt  the  inte^ty  of  its  members."  Wit- 
Besses  were  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
and  the  aaid  Bobert  Bandall  was  a^udged 
guilty,  by  a  vote  of  seventy-eight  to  seventeen. 
Among  those  who  voted  in  the  aflBrmative,  with 
many  other  distingnished  names,  are  the  names 
of  Henry  Dearborn,  William  Findley,  Albert 
Oflllatin,  WiUiam  B.  Giles,  Samael  Smith,  now 
in  the  Senate,  and  Edward  Livingston,  the 
present  Secretary  of  State. 

During  the  same  session  of  Congress,  and  in 
Mwoh.  1796,  Mr.  Madison,  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
leges, reported  that  James  Gonn,  and  Frederick 
Frelinghnysen,  Senators,  were  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  the  Hoase,  in  sending  and 
bearing  a  challenge  from  said  Gmm  to  Mr. 
Baldwin,  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Hoase 
from  Georgia;  but  from  letters  addressed  to 
the  committee,  and  reported  to  the  Honse,  con- 
taining satisfactory  apologies  and  adcnowledg- 
ments,  any  further  proceedings  were  deemra 
unnecessary^  and  such  report  was  adopted 
without  a  diTiaion.  These  two  oases  occaning 
bnt  a  few  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
Btitotion,  wMle  the  sages  wlio  framed  that  in- 
strument yet  lived^  contain  an  express  recogni- 
tion of  the  power  to  arrest  and  to  pnnisb. 

In  1828,  one  Rnssel  Jarvis  committed  an  as- 
sault upon  the  private  secretary  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent Adams,  in  the  rotuudo  of  the  capitol,  im- 
mediately after  he  had  delivered  a  Message  from 
the  President  to  the  House,  and  while  he  was 
proceeding  with  another  Message  to  the  Senate. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  the 
satject,  a  nu^ority  of  whom  reported  that  the 
Bssaolt  was  an  act  done  in  contempt  of  the  an- 
tiiorit^  and  dignity  of  the  House,  involvmg  a 
violation  of  its  own  peculiar  privileges."  That 
"  if  the  representatives  of  the  people  have  not 
the  power  to  punish  an  assault  committed  un- 
der these  oircumstances,  then  are  they  destitute 
of  a  power  which  belongs  to  the  most  inferior 
judicial  tribunal  in  the  country.  The  power  of 
punishing  for  contempt  is  not  peculiar  to  the 
common  law  of  England ;  it  belongs  essentially 
to  every  Jndioiol  tribunal,  and  to  every  l^slflr 
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tive  body.  The  English  law  of  contempts,  as 
such,  has  not  surely  the  slightest  authority  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Bt^«a,  yet  the 
power  of  that  court  to  vindicate  its  dignity,  and 
preserve  its  officers  from  outrage  during  its  ses- 
sion, will  scarcely  be  questionea.  In  lUEe  man- 
ner, although  the  Parliamentary  law  of  England, 
as  such,  can  have  no  authority,"  that  is,  no 
binding  influence,  "  here,  yet  all  the  legislative 
bodies  in  the  Union  act  upon  its  rnle&  The 
power  in  question  grows  out  of  the  great  law 
of  BeV-preaervation?'  The  committee  report- 
ed one  resolution,  dedaiing  the  etid  Jarvis 
guilty  of  a  hreaon  of  the  privil^ea  ot  and 
meriting  the  censure  of  the  House,  and,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  report,  another  resolution, 
that  it  was  not  expedient  to  have  any  farther 
proceedings  in  the  case.  They  also  stsj^ed  there 
was  but  a  bare  nuyority  of  the  committee  in 
favor  of  the  second  resolution,  the  minority  be- 
lieving that  it  was  expedient  to  vindicate  the 
dignity  of  the  Hoase,  by  inflicting  some  punish- 
ment for  the  violations  of  its  privileges.  Maoh 
reliance  has  been  placed  by  some  on  the  report 
of  the  minority  of  tliat  committee.  When  it  is 
ascertained  that  at  one  moment  they  insisted 
the  House  bad  no  power  to  punish,  and  in  the 
next  contended  that  the  House,  to  vindicate  its 
dignity,  without  authority,  and  in  defiance  of 
all  law,  should  panish  the  accused,  it  is  cheer- 
folly  submitted  to  the  House  to  say  in  what 
spirit  the  minority  report  was  made,  and  to  how 
much  consideration  it  is  entitied.  The  power 
contended  for  then,  is  sanctioned  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  by 
the  proceedings  and  practice  of  this  House  un- 
der the  articles  of  confederation,  and  under  the 
present  constitution  of  the  United  States,  for 
more  thui  fifty  years,  approved  by  the  judicial 
dedsions  of  the  superior  courts  oi  many  of  fhe 
States,  and  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United- 
States. 

The  power  to  commit  and  to  pumsh  for  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House  is,  in  the 
present  instance,  shown  also  by  a  fair  interpre- 
tation of  that  part  of  the  sixth  sectiim  of  the 
first  artide  of  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United 
States,  which  provides  that  members  of  Con- 
gress "  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony, 
and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from 
arrest  during  their  attendance  at  the  session  of 
their  respective  Houses,  and  in  going  to  and 
returning  from  the  same ;  and  for  any  speech 
or  debf^  in  either  House  they  Bh$R  not  be 
qnestaoued  in  any  other  place." 

Did  the  framers  of  the  oonstitution  intend  to 
secure  the  persons  of  members  fn»n  arrest  and 
imprisonment,  and  ^et  leave  tbem  subject  to 
inmvidual  lawless  violence  f  Did  they  intend 
to  take  from  the  courts  and  their  officers  the 
power  to  arrest  by  law,  and  yet  pve  authority 
to  individuals  to  beat  with  clubs,  wound,  maim, 
and  entirely  disable  members  of  Congress  from 
serving  their  constituents  or  their  country  1 

Did  they  intend  to  forbid  that  members 
diould  be  questioned  for  words  spoken  in  de* 
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bate  in  either  Honae,  and  jet  permit  them  to 
be  knocked  down  in  ailence,  ana  their  lives  en- 
dangered !  Did  they  intend  that,  as  to  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  society  should  be  resolved 
into  its  first  prinoiples,  where  strength  and 
power  nve  right,  and  the  weakest  is  compelled 
to  yield  to  the  strongest? 

The  power  to  commit  and  tojmnish  for  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House  is  also 
shown,  justified  and  proved  by  necessity,  the 
^eat  pnnciples  of  public  policy,  the  preservsr 
tion  of  freedom  of  debate,  the  independence  of 
members,  and  the  liberty  of  tiie  citizen.  The 
right  and  the  power  are  as  beneficid  and  indis- 
pensable aa  they  are  ancient  and  established. 
"  Such  power  is  a  necessary  protection  against 
lawless  violence  and  the  insolence  of  power ; 
tike  minority  are  bound  to  respect,  and  indeed 
have  respected,  the  rights  of  every  member, 
however  obuozioas  to  tiiem,  on  all  qu^ons  of 
privilege."  (8  Hallam^a  Constitutional  History, 
p.  868.) 

Voiud  to  God  titat  were  the  ease  here,  that 
every  one  oonld  and  would  feel  Uiat  an  insult, 
or  a  wrong  done  to  an  individual  member, 
"however  obuozioas,"  was  a  contempt  and 
violation  of  the  honor  and  dignity,  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  whole  House  I 

Lord  Erekin^  in  delivering  his  opinion  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  in  the  case  of  Burdett, 
said :  "  The  House  of  Commons,  like  every 
other  tribunal,  must  have  the  power  to  protect 
itself  from  obstrnotioo  and  insult  and  to  m^- 
tain  its  dignity  and  character.  If  l^e  dignity  of 
the  House  is  not  maint^ed,  its  son  is  set, 
never  to  be  lighted  np  again."  Soch  power 
has  often  been  said  to  be  "  one  of  the  most 
Impwtant  aafegnards  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  tiie  people?'  It  was  add  1^  Lord  Coke 
that  *'  the  libertiea  and  privik^  of  FarUament 
are  the  very  heart-strings  ^  the  common- 
wealth." 

Lord  Ellenboroogh,  late  Chief  Justice  of  Eng- 
land, in  delivering  his  opinion  in  the  case  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  remarked,  "  I  have  said 
that,  a  priori,  if  there  were  no  precedents  npon 
the  subject,  no  legislative  requisition,  no  prac- 
tice or  opinions  in  the  courts  of  law,  recogniz- 
ing such  an  authority,  it  would  still  be  esaen- 
tially  necessary  for  the.  Houses  of  Parliament  to 
have  it ;  indeed,  that  th^  would  msk  into  ntter 
eontonpt  and  inefficiency-  without  it  Could 
it  be  expected  tlut  they  shonld  stand  high  in 
the  estimation  and  reverence  of  tiie  people,  it 
whenever  they  were  insulted,  tiiey  were  obliged 
to  wait  the  comparatively  slow  proceedings  of 
the  ordinary  courts  of  law  for  their  redress  ? 
They  certainly  must  have  the  power  of  self- 
vindication  and  self-protection  m  their  own 
hands."  The  like  opioioos  were  entertuned 
and  expressed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  cose  of  Anderson,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  power  and  authority  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress.  Again,  it  was  sud  by  Judge  Piatt, 
in  delivering  his  opinion  in  the  court  of  errors 
in  tiie  State  of  Ifew  York,  in  the  case  of  Yates 


[Mat^ISS. 

M.  Lansing,  "  that  the  right  of  pnoishing  by 
summary  conviction  is  inherent  in  all  ooorU 
of  justice  and  legislative  assemblies,  and  is  es- 
sential to  their  protection  and  exjatcnce.  The 
experience  of  ages  has  demonstrated  that  the 
power  is  perfect^  compatible  with  civil  libeity, 
and  auzifiary  to  the  purest  ends  of  jostioe.'^ 
The  far-ftmed,  the  liberal,  and  the  cmh^itoned 
Oharlea  James  Fo^  in  the  House  of  CoBUMOHt 
in  the  case  of  John  Beeves,  and,  "  he  called 
upon  the  House  to  come  forward  m  the  vm£- 
catioB  of  their  privileges,  their  dignity,  and 
their  existence,"  and  caUed  the  privil^eaof  the 
House  "The  Code  of  Liberty."    Not  only  is 
such  power  supported  and  sustuned  by  the  au- 
thority of  illustrious  names,  and  by  the  o^ijooai 
and  wisdom  of  illnstriouB  men,  but  it  is  re^tect- 
fuUy  submitted  that  it  strongly  ocunmends  itedf 
to  the  sober  judgment  and  sound  commcm  se  — 
of  mankind.   It  is  the  remark  of  an  able  stai-  ~ 
man  and  distingnishcd  juriat     Grreat  Brifax . 
that  "  Government  rests  in  a  great  degree ' : 
public  OTtinion ;  and  that,  if  ever  the  timed— 
'come  when  factious  men  will  overtnni  the  G  - 
ernment  of  the  country,  they  will  h^^  tt-. ' 
work  by  calnmniating  the  courts  of  Justice,  u-. 
both  Houses  of  ParUam^it"   So  in  this  cou  - 
try,  if  factious  men  shall  ever  destroy  oar  c-..- 
stitution,  and  overturn  our  happy  form  of  G(> . 
emmentl  they  will  begin  their  work  by  ealmn- 
niating  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  TTmted  Stau*? 
and  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  by  denybj 
to  them  those  powers  necessary  for  thor  6e.:- 
preservation  and  thdr  very  existence.  Wit^.- 
out  such  power,  the  two  Houses  c£  Ccmgnan. 
to  all  honorable  to  all  usefiil  pnrpose^  ms-* 
ceaae  to  exist.  If  tiiey  have  no  power  to  rt- 
strain  violence,  and  most  suffer  their  membe-v 
to  he  beiUwn  ia  the  stxeets  like  do^  tiiey  wi' 
soon  become  eontonptiUe.   If  tbcir  member- 
may  be  wounded,  maimed,  and  disabled,  sad 
yet  they  have  no  power  to  punish^  nia,^wTDt> 
in  the  House  may  be  changed,  lulls  of  vital  b- 
terest  to  the  whole  ooun^  may  be  defeatec 
bills  the  most  tyrannic  and  unjust  may  ix 
passed;  minorities  may  le^sLate  fin-,  and  b 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  give  Pre«idec> 
to  the  people,  and  thns  destroy  the  primar 
maxims  and  firrt  prindidea  of  republican  Gov 
ernment. 

The  two  HoQses  might  be  left  viOumtem 
a  quorum  of  members  for  the  tranaaotioii 
business ;  the  timid  and  the  weak  would  gi^t 
place,  in  the  Halls  ^  OMngreaa,  to  the  ttronf. 
the  athletic,  and  the  bold ;  age,  and  the  wisdoa 
of  years  of  experience,  would  give  [dace  to  the 
youthful,  tiie  middle  aged,  and  the  vigorom: 
eloquence  would  be  mate,  the  energies  of  mivi 
would  be  palsied,  and  all  manly  indepemdenc^ 
and  nobleness  of  soul  would  be  lost.  To  pre- 
vent such  deplorable  consequences,  the  wets- 
sity  of  the  power  oontendea  for  has  becBsc- 
knowledged  and  exercised  in  all  legislative  if- 
sembliee,  ancient  and  modem,  in  the  mde?*  «? 
well  as  the  most  polished  ages ;  in  the  repuhba 
of  Greece,  Borne,  and  Venice^  among  toe  aa- 
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dent  Germam,  and  in  the  Parliaments  of  Paris.' 
Snoh  power  ia  sustained  by  the  laws  of  natnr& 
self-defenoe,  and  self-preservation,  as  explained 
and  enforced  in  the  writings  of  PofFendorff  and 
Grotins,  and  declared  by  Justice  Johnson,  in 
the  case  of  Anderson,  to  be  inherent  in,  and  to 
exist  from  necessity  in  this  House.  If  we  have 
no  privileges,  or  if  we  have  privileges,  and ; 
ai^  withoat  the  power  to  enforce  tiiem, 
how  udserable,  how  helpleaa  ia  oar  situation  I 
"We  are  everj  nunnent  exposed  to  individnal 
lawless  Tiolenoe  and  Uxe  assaults  and  attaoIcB 
(rf  power.  Exercising  a  high  oonstitntioa- 
id,  inquisitorial  powor  over  all  the  civil 
officers  of  the  Government,  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest  and  a  power  to  present  for  trial 
by  impeachment  for  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors, it  is  vastly  important  to  the  pure  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government,  the  exposure 
of  ft-aud  and  corruption,  and  the  preservation 
of  the  rights,  liberties,  and  lives  of  the  people, 
that  the  members  of  this  House  should  be  left 
free  to  act,  unbiassed  and  unawed  by  bribes,  by 
flattery,  by  fear,  by  violence,  or  by  the  denun- 
oiatiooa,  threatla,  or  insolence  of  ExecutiTe 
power.  The  freedom  of  action  in  this  House 
onoe  destn^ed,  there  is  no  barrier  between 
thepei^le  and  arbitrarr  power. 

when  Mr.  D.  concluded  it  was  nine  o'clock  j 
the  House  manifested  much  impatience,  and  the 
Hall  resounded  with  cries  for  the  question. 

Mr.  EvAira,  of  Maine,  demanded  that  it  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays ;  which  was  ordered. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Hr. 
Habpsb,  was  then  read : 

"  Reaolved,  That  Samusl  Hoostrai,  now  in  custody 
of  the  Sergcant«tAnns,  shottld  be  forthwith  ^ 
charged.** 

And  then  the  following  snbslitnte,  pn^osed 
hj  Mr.  Hvhtihqtov  t 

**  That  Bamoel  Houston  has  been  guilty  of  a  oon- 
tempt  and  riolation  of  the  privileges  of  this  House." 

And  the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
snbstitute^t  was  decided  by~yeas  106,  nays  69. 

So  Mr,  HinmHQTOs*B  amenamfiDt  was  adt^t- 
od. 

The  ree(dnti(m  of  iSr,  Habpeb,  as  amended 
by  Hr.  HtniTiKaTOH,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Out  now  offered  hialnmer  amendment, 
in  the  form  of  a  resolution. 

Mr.  HunmronnT  thereiman  moved  the  fol- 
lowing as  an  amoDdment  of  Mr.  0ut*8  resoln- 
tion: 

**  That  Bannel  Houston  be  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  House  on  Monday  next  at  twelve  o'clock,  and 
be  there  reprimanded  bv  the  Speaker  for  the  con- 
tempt and  violation  of  toe  privileges  of  the  House 
of  which  he  hu  been  guilty,  and  that  he  be  dis- 
cbamd  from  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Anns. 

^  That  Samuel  Houston  be  ezduded  from  the  ex- 
ertise  of  the  privilege  oonfeired  by  the  18th  stand- 
ing rule  of  the  House.**  [This  rule  confers  the  priv- 
ilege of  admiaaiOD  on  the  floor  of  the  House  on  all 
who  hftve  at  any  time  heretofore  been  members  of 
either  House  of  Congress.] 
VoL.XL-44 
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The  question  being  about  to  be  put  on  Mr. 
HnsTiNOTON's  resolutions, 

Mr.  Out  demanded  a  division  of  the  quee* 
tion. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the 
first  branch  of  the  amendment,  which  was  in 
the  following  words : 

*'  That  Samuel  Houston  be  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  House  on  Uouday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  and 
be  there  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker  for  the  con- 
tempt and  violation  of  the  PrivU^ies  of  the  House 
of  which  be  has  been  guilty,  ana  that  he  be  di^ 
charged  from  tiie  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arma." 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Huntino- 
tok's  first  amendment,  (for  a  reprimand,)  and 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows — ^yeas  106, 
naya  89. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  second 
resolution,  (for  excising  from  the  priidleged 
seats.) 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 

resolution,  and  decided  by 

Yeas. — Mesa  re.  Adams,  G.  Allan,  Allison,  Ap- 
pletOD,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Babcock,  Banks,  John 
S.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  Barstow,  Isaac  G. 
Bates,  Briggs,  BuHard,  Surges,  Gaboon,  Gfaoate, 
Coke,  Collier,  Lewis  Condict,  Silas  Condit,  E. 
Cooke,  Dates  Cooke,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane, 
Creighton,  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Dearborn,  Denny, 
Dicluon,  Doddridge,  EUaworth,  George  Evans, 
Joshua  Ev&na,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Felder,  Grenntdl,  GrifSn,  Heister,  Hodgea,  Hughes, 
HusUngton,  Ingersoll,  IrvEa,  Jenifer,  Kendall,  Kerr, 
Letcher,  Marshall,  Uaxwell,  Robert  McCoy,  Mo- 
Doffie,  UcKay,  McEeunan,  Hercer,  Milligan,  New- 
ton, Fearce,  Pendleton,  Potts,  Randolph,  John 
Reed,  Root,  Russel,  Semmes,  William  B.  Shepard, 
Blade,  Southard,  Spenoe,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Sntbe^■ 
land,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Vance,  Terplanok, 
Tinton,  'Washington,  Watmongh,  Wilkin,  fUisha 
Whittlesey,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Wickllffe,  Wil- 
liams, Young.— 90. 

Nats. — HessTS.  Alexander,  Robert  Allan,  An- 
derson, Angel,  Archer,  Ashley,  James  Bates,  Beards- 
ley,  Bell,  Bergen,  Bethone,  James  Blsdr,  John 
Blair,  Bouok,  Bouldm,  John  Brodhead,  John  C. 
Brodhead,  Bucher,  Burd,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Carson, 
Chandler,  Claiborne,  Glay,  Clayton,  Conuer,  Craig, 
Crawford,  Davenport,  Dayan,  Dawart,  Donbleday, 
Drayton,  Dnncan,  fltzgetald,  Ford,  Foster,  Qaither, 
Gilmore,  Gordon,  Thomas'  H.  HaU,  William  Hall, 
Hammona,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkiiu,  Hofitaum, 
Hogan,  Holland,  Horn,  Hubbard,  Ihrie,  Jarria, 
Jewett,  R.  H.  Johnsoo,  Cave  Johnsou,  Charlea  0. 
Johnston,  Eavanagh,  John  King,  Henry  Ei^ 
Lamar,  Lansing,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewi^ 
Lyon,  Mann,  Mardis,  Mason,  McCarty,  William 
McCoy,  Hclntire,  Tbomas  R.  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg, 
Kewnan,  Nuckolls,  Pier8on,I^tcher,Plammer,  Folk, 
Edward  G.  Reed,  Bencher,  Roane,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
ftnitfa,  Soule,  Speiriit,  Standifer,  Stephens,  Francis 
Thomas,  Philemon  Thomas,  Wiley  Thompson,  John 
Thomson,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  We«^  Wheel- 
er, Worthington.— 101. 

Mr.  Jbnifeb  and  Mr.  Kbsb  offered  fbrther 
amei^ments,  going  to  oonfine  the  exclusion  to 
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tbt  present  bm^ob  of  CragreM^  bat  withdrew 
than;  and  the  qnMttmi  wm  fiiuU/  taken  on 
the  naolntion  as  amendedf  and  decided  by 
yeat  and  laj*  m  followe— yeaa  Mt,  naTS  84. 


IfovDAT,  May  14. 
Cats  qfSamiUl  HoutUm. 

The  Obux  having  annoonoed  tiie  ez^ratlon 
<rftfae  hour, 

Hr.  AnoBiB  Mid  that  before  Samnel  HouBtoQ 
ihould  be  pat  to  the  bar,  he  had  a  i>aper  which 
he  wished  to  tender  to  the  House  in  behalf  of 
the  acoosed.  It  omtained  what  the  aoonsed 
betieved  he  had  a  right  to  state  orallj  to  the 
Honse ;  bat  the  deep  reepect  he  felt  for  this 
body  had  induced  him  nrst  to  submit  it  in 
writing,  and  obt^  permission  to  offer  it  at  the 
bar.  The  paper  was  drawn  np  in  the  moet 
reapectfiil  language. 

Kr.  Buboes  inquired  of  the  Chair  what  was 
before  the  Hoose. 

Hr.  AsoHXB  said,  a  moti<Hi,  which  wonU  im- 
mediately be  (^erad,  Tiz.,  that  the  aocnaed 
have  liberty  to  read  the  paper  to  which  Kr. 
A.  referred,  when  he  ahoold  be  placed  at  the 
bar  of  the  Honae  to  receive  the  rebuke  which 
the  Speaker  had  been  ordered  to  admiuister. 

After  some  desultory  oouTorsation,  the  paper 
waa  read  at  the  Glerk'e  table,  as  follows : 

Tb  tht  honoTfAU  tht  Blotm  of  S^fnttntaHvet  of 
M<  United  Staiei: 
The  icensed,  qow  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  aaki 
leaTe  respectfully  to  state — 

That  he  nadenUDda  he  is  now  brought  before 
the  Houte  to  rweiTe  a  reprioumd  from  the  ^leak- 
In  exeentloD  of  the  nBtaiiee  ptooowwcd  vpon 
him. 

Was  he  to  mbmlt  In  dlence  to  aoeh  a  mitenee, 
it         tm^y  that  be  reoogniied  the  authority  of 

the  House  to  impose  It. 

He  cannot  consent  that  it  sbalt  be  thus  implied. 
He  considers  it  a  mode  of  ponisbment  noknown  to 
OUT  laws,  and  If  not  forbidden  by  the  prohUiition  of 
the  ooaatitution  against  "  unusual  punishments," 
yetlnconslBtent  wlui  the  Bj^rit  of  our  institutions, 
and  unfit  to  be  inflicted  upon  a  free  dtizeo. 

He  thhiki  proper  to  add.  In  making  tUa  dada* 
ration,  that  he  baa  been  unwilUng  to  trouble  the 
^ouse. 

That  though  he  belieres  the  whole  proceeding 
ag^nat  him,  as  well  M  the  aenteooe  he  now  objects 
Ut,  nnwaiTUited  by  the  constitution  of  bis  country, 
yet  droumstanoes  may  exist  to  justify  or  excnse  a 
dtlaen  la  determining  (sa  he  hai  dooe  on  this  oeca- 
rim)  to  suffer  in  silent  pattoice  whateTer  the  House 
may  think  proper  to  enforce. 

&AHDEL  H0U8T01T. 

Jfay  14. 

Mr.  Abohkb  then  moved  that  when  the  ao- 
oaaed  shonld  be  brought  to  the  bar,  he  be  per- 
mitted to  tender  tiiis  pwer,  and  that  it  should 
be  entered  on  the  jontiiu  of  the  House  as  part 
of  the  trial. 

Mr.  £.  Etbsitt  demanded  a  division  <tf  the 
qnestUHi  npon  tliis  motioa ;  npon  which 


[lfaT,lBS& 

Mr.  Arohxb  wiflidrew,  Ibr  tiie  present  the 
latter  clause,  and  the  first  part  of  the  reaoliititni 
was  agreed  to. 

Samuel  Honston  was  now  pnt  to  the  bar,  and 
informed  by  the  Speaker  tiiat  he  had  Uber^  to 
present  the  pu>er  above  referred  to. 

The  aoooBea  then  presented  the  paper,  and  it 
was  again  read  by  the  Olerk. 

7%s  S«primand. 
The  SpuKxs  then  pronounced  the  reprimand 
required  by  the  vote  of  the  House,  for  the  con- 
tempt of  the  Honse,  and  breaoh  <^  privily 
tberaoi;  committed  "by  General  Houston,  in  the 
following  wwds ; 

Samiul  Hbiuton:  Tov  havebeeiK^argedwitka 
riohtion  of  the  rights  and  privilege*  of  the  House 
of  Repreaeotativea,  in  having  offmd  peiwmal  vb* 
lence  to  one  of  ita  menbera  for  words  spokea  ia 
debate.  In  exercising  the  high  and  delicate  power 
of  ascertaining  and  viudicaUng  their  own  imTilege^ 
the  House  have  proceeded  throa^ont  this  invegd- 
gation,  and  in  relation  to  your  indiTidual  rights, 
with  dl  that  deliberation  and  caution  which  ought 
to  chatacteriae  the  dignified  and  moral  jostiee  of 
such  an  asaembly. 

Ton  have  been  heard  In  person  in  your  defence ; 
you  have  been  ably  and  eloquently  defended  bj 
eminent  counsel  and  every  facility  afforded  you  to 
pUce  jour  cause  fully  and  Uit\j  befoie  the  House, 
and  to  urge  upon  ita  consideration  matters  of  prin- 
ciple as  well  as  of  ftct,  ia  ezplanatiui  and  Joatlftca- 
tion  of  your  oondact 

Whatever  the  motives  or  causes  nuy  hare  been, 
which  led  to  the  act  (tf  vloleaee  cmumttted  by  70a, 
Tonr  etmduot  has  been  prcmonnoed,  by  the  solemn 
judgment  of  the  House,  to  be  a  high  breach  of  tbor 
rights  and  privileffea,  and  to  demuid  their  maAcd 
d&wrobalJon  and  censure. 

I^in  fulfilling  the  order  of  the  House,  I  were 
called  upon,  as  its  predding  officer,  to  reprimand 
Btt  Individual  uneducated  and  uninformed,  it  mi^ 
be  expected  that  I  should  endeavor,  as  fiir  as  I  wu 
able,  to  impress  upon  him  the  importance  and  pro- 
priety of  sedulously  guarding  from  rioUtion  tbe 
righu  and  privil^;es  secured  to  the  memben  of  this 
Home  by  our  invaluable  constitution.  Bat,  wfaco 
tddrMslag  a  dtiaen  of  yoor  character  and  inldU- 
genoe,  and  one  who  has  himself  been  honmed  by 
the  pe<^  with  a  seat  ia  this  House,  it  cannot  be 
necessa^  that  I  should  add  to  the  doty  enjuned 
upon  me,  bj  dwelling  upon  the  character  or  con- 
sequences of  the  offence  with  which  you  have  been 
charged  and  found  guilty.  Whatever  has  a  ten- 
dency to  impair  tbe  fraedom  of  debate  in  thb 
House— a  fmdom  no  less  sacred  than  the  antbori^ 
of  the  constitution  itself  or  to  detract  from  the  in- 
dependence of  the  representatives  of  tbe  people,  in 
the  rightful  discharge  of  thdr  high  flmctionji,  jaa 
are  00  doubt  sensible,  most,  in  the  same  proportion, 
weaken  and  degrade  notonly  the  L^islatoteof  the 
nation  Itself  but  the  eharaoter  of  oar  free  Isitita- 
tions. 

Tour  own  mind  will  suggest  to  yon,oodoabt, 
more  suitable  reflections  than  any  thii^  which  1  csB 
■aj  could  convey.  To  those  reflections  I  am  pre- 
pwcd  to  trust,  not  doubting  that,  had  700  at  tbe 
time  considered  the  act  of  violence  which  yon  have 
etmimitted,  In  the  light  In  whMi  it  baabeoiregBd- 
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ad  the  House,  von  would  tiara  bera  qwnd  hs 
diaapprobatioD  and  censure,  and  I  the  duty  ^  de- 
claring to  yon  the  reeolt  of  it.  ' 

I  fOTbear  to  aar  more  than  to  prononnoe  the 
indgment  of  the  Hoose,  which  Is,  that  you  hare 
been  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  Its  privileges,  and 
that  you  be  reprimanded  therefor,  at  ita  bar,  by  the 
Speaker;  and,  In  obeffience  to  the  order  of  the 
Home,  I  do  rej^mand  yon  aceordfaiglr. 

Ton  win  now  be  ctmdncted  from  the  bar  of  the 
House,  and  discharged  from  the  cwtody  of  the 
8ergeaat4t*Aniia. 

1&.  Abcheb  now  moTOd  that  ttie  p^>er  pre- 
sented by  the  accused  be  entered  on  uie  journal 
of  the  House. 

Hr.  £vxBBTThaTinff'witlulrawiilusolijeoti<»i, 
the  motiffii  was  t^reed  to. 

Batik  ^.the  United  8tate$. 

Mr.  Aj>AM8,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  InTestigation,  made  a  separate  report  on  the 
affairs  of  the  Bank  of  the  united  States,  aooom- 
panied  by  sundry  dooomeate^  whidh  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Ou  motion,  10,000  oopies  of  all  the  reports 
on  this  sntject  were  <ffdered  to  be  printed. 


TxTMDAY,  May  IS. 
J)aath  of  tib  SepremitaHwy  Jonathan 

Boon  after  the  joamal  of  yesterday  was  read, 

Hr.  Etibbtt,  of  Vermont,  roae^  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speakw :  It  has  become  my  pidnM  dnty, 
on  behalf  of  my  cc^leagoes,  to  aononnoe  to  tms 
House  the  death  of  one  of  thar  nomber,  the 
honorable  Jonathih  Hunt.  On  this  oooasioo, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  has  long 
been  a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  the 
talents  and  assiduity  with  which  he  ezeooted 
'his  duties  in  thisplace  were  alike  honorable  to 
himself  to  this  House,  and  to  his  constituenta. 
I  have  known  him  long,  I  have  known  him 
well ;  and  a  purer  spirit  never  inhabited  mor- 
tality. His  place  in  this  House  may,  indeed, 
be  filled,  but  the  Toid  in  the  affections  of  his 
£amily,  and  of  his  friends,  can  never  be  fiUed. 

Hr.  E.  then  submitted  the  following  rosolu- 
taon: 

lUtolveiL,  That  the  members  of  the  House  will 
testify  their  respect  for  the  meoKvy  of  SnxiXuM 
HvKT,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this  House  from 
the  State  of  Vermont,  by  wearing  erape  on  the  left 
arm  for  the  reminder  of  the  iMwaent  senioa  of 
Congress. 

The  resolution  was  nnaolmonsly  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Etbbbtt  then  stUd  that,  in  deference  to. 
the  expressed  will  of  the  deceased,  and  the 
wishes  of  bis  family  and  friends,  that  tlie  ftineral 
of  the  deceased  uiould  be  private,  he  shouU 
forbear  to  offer  any  further  resolution, 

Mr.  E.  EvKRETT  rose,  and  said,  as  it  was  the 
moal  pracUce  for  the  House,  upon  every  oooa- 
rion  OS  this  melancholy  nature^  to  teadi^  thdr 


regret  1^  strnw  mark  of  remot,  he  wonld  there- 
fore more  that  the  Honse  do  now  a4}onm. 

On  this  motkm,  sevaral  gentlemen  addreaaed 
the  House;  and  after  oonsiderable  disoosaioa 
as  to  the  nwst  appropriate  mode  of  paying  re- 
spect to  the  deceased,  it  ended  in  the  following 
committee,  viz.,  Mr.  H.  Etsbbtt,  Mr.  Oahooiv, 
Mr.  Slack,  Mr.  E  Etxbsit,  Mr.  Ti.tlob,  Mr. 
Choatk,  and  Mr.  L.  Oondiot,  being  appointed 
to  superintend  the  ceremonies  to  be  used  at  the 
foneral,  which  the  House  resolved  should  be 
attended  by  the  Speaker,  officers,  and  members, 
as  was  usual  in  similar  cases. 

A  motion  of  a^onrmnent  till  Thnrsd^  then 
previuled,  with  an  nnderstandiiu  that  the  mem- 
bers would  meet  In  the  HbH  t£iB  daj  at  three 
o'clock,  to  fmm  In  prooeaskm  to  attend  the 
funeral. 

The  Honse  that  a^fonmed  to  Tfaunday. 


Tuesday,  May  23. 
SOk  OuUwe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Boor,  the  Honse  went  into 
Committee  of  the  WholOj  Mr.  Babbdiq>b  In  the 
chair,  and  took  np  the  bill  to  promote  the  cul- 
ture and  maaufiactnre  of  silk. 

Several  verbal  alterations  were  agreed  there- 
to ;  and  an  amendmentt  that  the  i^>im^»iati(m 
of  $40,000,  to  be  given  to  Mr,  Daixmoean  tot 
the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  Ull,  should  be 
paid  as  foUowa:  on  the  passing  of  the  bill, 
$10,000;  on  the  Ist  March,  18S8,  $20,000;  on 
the  Ist  March,  IS&i,  $10,000— was  also  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Pole  moved  to  strike  out  tiie  cnaeting 

olause  of  the  InU. 

The  question  was  then  pnt  on  the  motion  of 
Hr.  Pole,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeaa40, 
nays  68. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 


Wkdntoat,  Hay  88.. 
OuUuro  ^  sat. 
The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Soot,  took  up 
the  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  culture  (u 
silk. 

Mr,  Pole  asked  if  it  wonld  be  in  order  to  re- 
new the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  olanse. 
He  wished  to  do  this,  with  a  view  of  terting 
the  sense  of  tiie  Honse  aa  this  novel  and  im- 
portant question. 

The  Spsaesb  sdd  that  it  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Pole  then  submitted  the  motion.  He 
observed  that  the  House  was  called  upon  to 
make  an  appropriation  of  fiutrtiumsandddlars 
— forwhatf  hewotddask.  whyjUytUDgnpim 
earth.  With  respect  to  the  institution  which 
it  was  proposed  to  establish,  sixty  young  men 
were  to  attend  it  at  tfa^  own  expense,  and  even 
pay  their  own  travelling  expenses.  Mr.  D'Ho- 
mei^e  was  to  receive  the  sum  he  had  stated 
for  instraotiog  them  in  weaving  rilk.  It  was 
said  that  the  mm  was  necessary,  in  order  that 
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Ik*  might  proeore  fixtures  and  other  necessary 
articles.  At  the  end  of  three  years,  that  gen- 
tleman was  to  receive  the  money,  whether  he 
instmoted  any  one  pupil  or  not ;  whetiier  the 
papil  derived  any  henefit  or  not  from  his  in- 
struction. Laying  out  of  view  the  constitu- 
tionality of  establishing  this  institution,  it  was, 
he  thought,  a  monstrous  proposition.  Was 
there  any  young  man  who  oonld  go  to  this  silk- 
weaving  school,  who  wonld  not  go  to  college  i 
If  he  was  able  to  bear  the  expenses  of  attending 
this  schocd,  he  was  able  to  be  admitted  into  the 
best  college  in  the  United  St^ea,  and  acquire  a 
goGNd  edaoatitm.  For  his  part,  h*  saw  no  use  in 
voting  away  forty  thousand  dolltfS.  It  was  the 
most  singular  proposition  he  vrw  remembered 
to  have  heard.  Mr.  P.  concladed  by  calling  for 
die  yeas  and  nay&  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  OoKK,  of  Virginia,  said  that  when  gen- 
tlemen were  called  npon  to  show  by  the  consti- 
tution their  plea  for  a^lng  an  ^proprlation  of 
this  kind,  they  clumed  to  derive  their  right 
from  the  r^^mation  of  commerce;  but  they 
had  not  as  yet  satisfied  his  mind  as  to  the  pow- 
er wluch  was  set  np.  It  had  been  yestwday 
attempted  to  be  Jnstmed  by  the  establishment 
trfotho:  iutitations;  so  lhat,  if  eneroachmmts 
had  been  heretofin*  made  oa  the  oonstitntional 
power,  that  was  to  serve  as  a  reason  for  making 
the  appropriation.  At  this  moment,  when  a 
strong  excitement  existed  in  their  country,  which 
was  most  universal,  there  was  a  cWm  made 
npon  it  to  give  encouragement  to  indnsttr,  in  a 
mode  never  before  thought  of,  and  for  the  ez- 
dusivfi  benefit  of  a  single  individual,  who  was 
to  give  an  academic  edooation  to  sixty  young 
men,  recommended  by  the  Gtovernors  of  the 
several  States.  It  was,  indeed,  the  most  ridic- 
ulous pn^eot  he  liad  ever  heard  of.  Hr.  0. 
next  omnbated  this -attempt  to  force  the  oonn- 
try  into  an  mmeoeesaiy  expense,  and  aaid  there 
were  abont  sixty-two  ladividoab  who  did  tittle 
else  than  see  the  m<mey  of  their  constituents 
appropriated  most  llberaUy,  In  order  to  cherish 
the  Interests  of  another  section  of  the  country. 
The  people  he  (Mr.  0.)  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, saw  it  and  knew  It ;  and  he  would  Mk 
annuemen  now  to  pause  upon  the  bria^  of  the 
Rubicon. 

Mr.  JiHinB  stated  the  reasons  which  had 
led  to  the  reporting  of  the  bill,  and,  after  re- 
citing the  former  mtroduotion  of  a  similar 
measure,  sidd,  in  reference  to  the  objections 
made  to  it  by  the  gentlemen  ftom  Tennessee 
and  Virginia,  (Mr.  Poix  and  Ur.  Cokb,)  that 
the  same  grooud  i^f  onconstitationality  was 
taken  on  a  variety  of  other  bills,  and,  m  fact, 
evury  act  that  did  not  meet  the  particular  views 
of  some  genUemen,  was  opposed  as  unoonstitn- 
tloDat  lie  referred  to  the  anxiety  felt  the  last 
session  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  to  the 
olroumBtanoe,  in  proof  of  it,  that  an  applicatitHL 
signed  by  ninety-one  members  of  Congress,  had 
been  made  to  Mr.  B'Homergue,  requeeting  him 
not  to  qmt  thisconntry,  but  to  rem^n  and  wi^t 
for  the  action  of  Oongreos  during  the  present  ses- 


sion. Hewentontoargneuponthedetlulsofdie 
bill,  which,  he  observe^  left  it  in  the  discretion 
of  the  President  to  arrest  the  pn^^ress  of  the 
establishment,  if  its  advantages  ehonld  not  be 
such  as  would  justiiy  the  expenditnre  of  the 
forty  thousand  dollars  to  be  appropriated.  la 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Poul  he  said  thst 
it  was  not  incumbent  or  compulsory  npon  a 
State  to  send  young  men  to  acquire  the  a^snd 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  Journey  to  Fnila- 
delphia  or  any  other  place  for  that  purpoefc 
The  bill  only  held  out  we  advantages  to  those 
who  might  be  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  opportunl^  whidi  It  presented  of  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  the  best  mode  of  rainng 
a  product  which  would  undoubtedly  become 
one  of  the  first  and  most  valuable  staples  of  Ox 
oonntry.  Mr.  J.  concluded  by  ^ving  an  inter- 
esting sketch  of  the  benefits  which  would  ressH 
from  an  extension  of  this  jdeamng  and  osefol 
art  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  WicKum  ssked  whether,  if  the  Huose 
were  determined  to  go  Into  this  matter  of  the 
culture  of  silk,  it  womd  not  be  better  to  form 
a  national  estabUshmoit,  and  give  a  salary  to 
the  person  to  be  employM  for  ««wiMi^  the  art 
He  wished  the  flioida  ot  the  measare  to  lo^ 
into,  and  reoonrider  the  details  of  the  bill  whidi 
proposed  to  give  forty  thousand  doll^  to  Mr. 
D^Homergne  for  the  employment  or  tuition  <^ 
sixty  individuals,  whether  they  might  or  might 
not  choose  to  be  employed  or  taught  at  all.  Hr. 
W.  related  an  anecdote  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill.  A  former  ohidrman  of  the  Ctmimittee  on 
Agriculture,  he  "bbeerved,  had  hhnself  said  he 
could  not  see  the  constitutional  power  to  make 
the  appropriation;  but  he  replied,  "Oh,  give 
us  the  hill,  and  we  wiH  furnish  the  constita- 
tional  argument."  Ur.  W.  went  on  to  review 
the  oljeotkmable  ftatorea  of  the  hSB,  and  sp- 
pealed  to  the  {Uends  <rf  domestic  mannfitctures, 
(and  he  woaid  take  the  occadon  to  say  that  he 
was  a  ftiend  to  a  reasonable  and  prc^>er  protec- 
tion of  onr  mannfictarers.)  whether  this  biD, 
granting  all  the  land,  buildings,  materials,  im- 
plements, machinery,  Ac,  purchased  bj  the 
forty  thousand  doll^  and  the  profits  that  msj 
accrue  from  its  expenditure  to  this  individosl; 
xmder  the  arrangements  proposed,  ooght  to  be 
passed  at  such  a  time  as  the  present.  Mr.  W. 
adverted  to  the  approaching  extinction  of  the 

Sablie  debt,  and  to  the  public  anxi^  for  i 
iminution  of  the  burdens  (MT  taxation.  Theejei 
of  the  country,  he  observed,  were  fixed  udml 
Congress,  and  yet  they  were  now  engaged  in 
the  diseaerion  of  a  measure  which,  in  fte  oljeo- 
tionable  character,  goes  for  beyond  any  pro- 
ject ever  introduced  Into,  or  ever  sanctionedby, 
that  House.  Mr.  W.  adverted,  in  conclusion,  to 
the  establishment  of  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point.  He  had  intended,  he  naxA,  if  be 
had  had  time,  to  have  redeemed  the  reputation 
of  the  departed  saint,  (Mr.  Jefferson,)  with 
whom  that  institution  originated.  Had  that  i1- 
Instiions  patriot  been  p«-mitted  to  see  how  that 
aoadamy  waa  at  present  orautitoted,  Mid  to 
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BftDcUoa  it,  he  might  well  have  teen  aconaed  of 
«n  abase  of  the  constitutional  power.  It  was 
originally  established  by  a  congregation  togeth- 
er of  the  junior  officers  of  the  army,  who  were 
to  be  insUncted  in  the  science  of  their  profes- 
sion by  their  senior  officers.  Ten  junior  officers, 
called  cadets,  assembled  for  this  parpose,  had 
formed  tiie  nndens  or  seed  from  wnioh  had 
sprang  up  this  growing  excrescence — for  a 
growug  exoreacence  be  wonld  cfdl  it — apoa  our 
repablican  institations.  He  earnestly  remon- 
strated agunst  gmng  into  such  a  measore  at  the 
present  crisis,  when  it  seemed  to  be  agreed  on 
all  hands  that  measures  of  mntoal  conciliation 
were  proper  and  necessary.  He  had  ^ne  far 
with  the  friends  of  the  tariff  and  of  internal 
improvement,  but  he  could  not  go  the  length 
of  this  bill.  He  was  like  an  individual  in  Vir- 
ginia, who,  when  asked,  during  the  revolution, 
whether  be  wonld  go  for  *'  liberty  or  death," 
replied  that  he  could  not  go  so  far  as  that,  be- 
fsanse,  when  he  was  dead,  liberty  would  do  him 
no  good;  but  he  would  go  aa  £ur  aa  "liberty, 
or  be  crippled." 

Hx.  Stewakt  read  eztraota  from  a  Message 
of  General  Washington  to  the  first  Congress 
under  the  constitauon,  in  which  he  recom- 
mended granting  the  bounties,  and  other  jpecn- 
mary  ud,  for  the  introduction  of  valnabie  im- 
provements. He  also  quoted  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton for  the  same  purpose. 

Mr.  WioKLiFFB  now  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a  filature  at  the  public  expense,  and 
eniploying  a  superintendent  with  salary. 

This  motion  was  rdected  without  a  count. 

And  the  questiaa*t£en  recurring  oa  the  mo- 
tion ISx.  Pole  to  strike  oat  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill,  it  was  dedded  by— yeas  97, 
nays  71. 

So  t^e  enaotang  clause  was  stricken  out, 
the  hill  of  course  r^eoied. 


Thdssdat,  May  24. , 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bills 
relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  the 
question  being  on  the  bill  for  the  aid  cX  the 
Alexandria  Canal  Oompany, 

Mr  DoonuiDOB  ofEisred  an  amendment  to  the 
bin,  which  he  withdrew  in  Savor  of  another 
presented  by 

Mr.  J.  S.  Babboub,  appropriating  100,000 
dollars  to  the  company,  to  be  applied  to  the 
coustmction  of  an  aqueduct  over  the  Potomac, 
at  or  near  Georgetown.  Mr.  B.  briefly  stated 
that  the  amount  of  direct  tax  which  had  been 
levied  upon  that  part  of  the  District  lying  south 
of  the  Potomac  was  more  than  104,000  dollars. 
This  money  had  been  applied  to  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  Union,  and  it  was  now,  therefore, 
no  more  tiian  equitable  that  tliat  amount  should 
be  returned,  for  the  use  of  the  District^ 


Congreas,  which  was  ita  only  local  Legisla- 
ture. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to— 96  to  71. 
The  question  then  bdng  on  the  aigrosament 

of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Lamab  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Spbiobt  moved  a  call  of  the  House ;  but 
the  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  question  on 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill  was  carried— yeas 
80,  nays  78. 


IfovoAT,  May  28. 
Indian  MUdonaHn  Iit^aruoned  in  Georgia. 

Mr.  Pkkdlkton,  of  New  York,  presented  to 
the  House  of  Representative  a  petition  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Dutchess  county,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  praying  Congress  to  adopt 
the  most  speedy  and  efiectual  measures  to  enforce 
the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  case  of  the  missionaries 
Worcester  andButler,  imprisoned  undera  Judg- 
ment of  a  State  court  in  Georgia. 

JSx.  P.  add  thispetitiQn  presented  to  theoon- 
sideration  of  the  House  a  question  no  lins  im- 
portant, than  whether  the  law  of  the  land,  ad- 
judicated in  the  highest  tribunal,  shall  ftimish 
to  American  citizens  a  rule  of  action  or  not ; 
whether  there  be  known  to  the  constitution  two 
powers,  the  collisions  of  which  ore  to  be  de- 
cided, not  by  law,  but  by  war. 

The  Indian  relations  of  the  United  States  are, 
said  Mr.  P.,  in  one  sense,  intimately  connected 
with  this  question,  but  not  as  I  shall  consider 
it.  Public  men  wUl  probably  differ  in  opinion 
upon  the  subject  of  tnose  rel^ons  as  long  aa 
the  uil^ect  itself  sh^  be  remembered.  The 
question  is  not  now  whether  the  Supreme  Court 
have  taken  a  correct  view  of  those  rdatamu  or 
not ;  it  is  not  whether  th^  de(»sioa  be  right, 
but  it  is  whetJier  they  possess  authority  to 
make  any  decinonat  all.  Neither  shall  I  speak 
of  the  motives  or  conduct  of  the  individuals  v\ 
whose  behalf  we  are  petitioned  to  interfere. 
It  has  been  said  that  they  are  fanatics.  What 
then  ?  Is  this  a  question  of  religious  enthu- 
siasm, or  of  personal  rights  ?  I  hesitate  not  to 
affirm  that  oivil  liberty  owes  as  much  to  eccle- 
siastics as  she  owes  to  lawyers. 

When  the  cleisy  of  tiie  Church  of  England 
had  demonstrated  the  right  of  private  Juds^ 
ment,  and  the  natnral  independence  of  mraim 
the  formation  of  a  relij^ons  belief,  it  was  bnt  a 
step  to  apply  those  same  principles  to  a  like  in- 
dependence in  the  affairs  of  Government  and 
State ;  accordingly,  we  find,  in  the  history  of 
En^ish  liberty,  that  the  names  of  Hooker  and 
ChiUingworth  are  commemorated  on  the  same 
page  with  those  of  Hampden  and  Sydney.  Sir, 
there  is  a  greater  example  still.  When  the 
Apostle  Paul  stood  in  the  presence  of  the  Bo- 
man  centurion,  and  they  were  binding  him  with 
thongs,  he  asked  this  little  question:  "Is  it 
lawf^  for  you  to  scourge  a  man  tliat  is  a  Bo- 
man,  and  nncondeinnea) "    I  ask  you,  Mr. 
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Speaker,  is  it  l&wM  for  ym  to  imprieon  •  man 
toat  is  an  American,  and  acquitted  ?  Doee  it 
not  ooonr  to  ererj  man's  mind  to  ask,  bow  hap- 
pens it  in  a  GoTenmnnt  of  law,  that  the  law 
IS  without  anthority  t 

The  answer  is,  beoaoae  it  operates  Mpon  one 
of  the  sovereign  parties  to  this  ooiopact. 

Whether  this  answer  be  safiBcient  or  not, 
whether  it  suits  the  genios  and  the  language 
of  the  ^Btem  before  ua,"  is  ^e  question  to  he 
determined.  When  mr  attention  was  first  di- 
rected to  this  subject,  I  found  tliat  all  extolled 
the  oonstitution,  uiough  few  understood  it  alike ; 
all  spi^e  of  its  framers  with  reverence  and  re- 
spect. To  them,  then^  I  determine  to  make  mj 
appeil ;  in  this  appeid,  Hr.  Speaker,  there  is  a 
peculiar  fitness.  As  this  cofistitution  was 
ofiiered  to  the  people,  so  it  wss  accepted ;  as  it 
was  ezpli^ned,  so  it  was  understood ;  there  was 
not  one  intent  in  those  who  gave^  and  another 
in  those  who  received.  This  system,  thus  con- 
trived, became,  by  adoption  of  the  American 
people,  a  fixed  and  determined  system.  We 
may  ^ter  its  terms,  it  is  true ;  but  while  the. 
terms  remain,  we  cannot  give  them  a  new 
meaning.  Jn.  rdati<m  to  it,  we  stand  in  a  veir 
dlflbrent  lituation  ihnn  our  anoeators — with 
tiiem  it  was  persuasion,  to  as  It  is  Mthority — 
with  them  ft  was  reason,  but  to  us  it  is  law. 
There  exists,  Hr.  Speaker,  a  very  striking  dif- 
ference between  the  old  opponents  of  the  oon- 
BtitntioD  and  the  new ;  the  ,former  admitted  it 
to  be,  in  truth  and  in  deed,  what  its  friends  in- 
tended to  make  it  \  but  the  new  school  insists 
that  both  the  original  parties  were  wrong ; 
neither  of  them  understood  the  true  state  of  the 
case.  Otherwise,  Mr.  Henry,  for  instance,  and 
Ur.  Wilson,  should  have  changed  sides;  the 
former  should  have  been  for  the  constitution, 
and  the  latter  against  it ;  for  this  new  school 
maintains  the  oonstitntion  to  be  that  very  thing, 
for  not  being  which,  Mr,  Henry  opposed  it ;  anu, 
on  the  other  hand,  maintains  it  to  be  that  very 
thin^  for  not  being  which,  Hr.  Wilson  sup- 
portedit.  So  much  wiser,  lir.Speaker,  aretfae 
new  whigs  than  the  old. 

I  have  alluded  to  a  new  school,  and  a  new 
doctrine.  What  doctrine  is  this,  which,  as 
presenting  a  true  theory  of  this  Government, 
was  expr^y  repudiated  by  all  the  leading  men 
on  either  side  -in  the  federu  and  State  conven- 
tions ?  The  leading  principle  is,  that  Uie  con- 
stitution is  a  eoni^Hiot  oetween  Boverelgn 
States. 

From  this  podtion  are  drawn,  for  practice, 
two  gMieral  inferences.  One,  that  each  of  these 
sovereign  parties  possesses  the  right  of  final  and 
independent  interpretation;  it  is  an  incident 
inseparable  from  sovereign  power,  that  the  sov- 
ereign should,  for  himself,  and  in  the  last  resort, 
determine  the  extent  of  his  own  engagements ; 
the  other  is,  that  any  of  the  sovereign  parties 
may  withdraw  from  the  compact,  if  mssatisfied 
with  the  manner  of  its  operation,  or  the  mode 
ot  its  observance.  Now,  ur,  I  deny  the  princi- 
ple^ and  boOi  the  inforences.  The  oonstitntam 


[Mat,  im 

is  not  a  compact,  treaty,  or  alliance,  between 
the  Sovereign  States. 

There  were  submitted  in  the  general  conven- 
tion two  principal  plans  for  oonsideration.  I 
omit  all  notice  of  uie  third,  which  was  pro- 
posed by  General  Hamilton,  and  of  which  Dr. 
Johnson  said  shrewdly,  that  it  was  praised  by 
everybody,  and  supported  by  none ;  it  was 
Bke  the  bare  with  many  friends — aSl  gave  it  a 
good  word  as  they  passed  by,  but  none  took  it 
up  on  their  backs.  SsseutaaUy,  then,  there  were 
hut  two.  One  of  these  proceeded  npMi  tiieidea 
of  a  compact  between  States;  the  ouier  proceed- 
ed upon  the  Idea  of  an  institution  of  the  pet^le. 
These  two  systems  were  antagonist  systems  tiie 
one  to  the  other.  They  continued  Uironghoat 
^stinct  and  irreconcilable,  and  were  never  in 
that  day  for  one  moment  confounded.  Whoever 
supported  the  idea  of  a  Government  derived 
from  the  States,  was  opposed  to  the  idea  of  a 
Government  derived  from  the  people ;  whoever 
patronized  the  prindple  of  pc^ular  derivatiui, 
was  hostile  to  a  Government  depending  upm 
compact. 

The  ultimate  deoirion  of  qnestions  wMehmay 
Involve  the  whole  Union  in  war,  ought  not  to 
be  left  to  the  local  bibunais ;  weir  jndgee  an 
not  responsible  to  the  nation;  we  have  no 
check  upon  them  here  by  impeadiment;  and 
the  President  and  Senate  have  no  influence  is 
their  origiua)  appointment.  I  desire  to  be 
understood.  I  am  for  strict  construction.  "So 
man  is  more  hostile  than  I  am  to  what  are 
called  latitudinarian  principles.  I  do  not  con- 
tend that  the  national  tribunals  possess  this 
power,  because,  from  reasons  of  State,  tfaey 
ought  to  poBBMs  it  But  I  do  contend,  that 
when  we  renst  an  attempt*to  abridge  a  power, 
pven  in  express  terms,  that  then  the  propriety 
of  exerting  the  power  to  the  extent  girai,  may, 
by  reasons  of  State,  be  rightfolly  shown. 

There  are  two  ot^eetitma  which  have  been 
chiefly  insisted  upon.  First,  it  hw  been  sud 
that  the  appellate  power  presupposes  an  ioferi- 
ori^  in  the  State  courts ;  and,  secondly,  that 
the  words  of  the  constitution  are  satined  fay 
confining  thispower  to  the  inferior  courts 
the  Union.  Why,  sir,  this  very  strange  ddn- 
sion  ?  The  State  courts  are  inferior ;  uie  con- 
dition supposed  to  be  BO  indimensable,  and 
withal  BO  inconceivable,  does  really  exist  Can 
anything  be  pldoerf  What  ssys  the  paper  I 
"  The  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  made, 
shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,"  and 
"  the  judees  in  every  State  dull  be  honnd  there- 
by, any  ^ing  in  the  constitution  or  km  of  any 
State  to  the  contrary  notwitiutanding.**  As 
for  the  second  suggestion,  the  fiMt  upon  which 
alone  it  depends  is  not  true :  the  words  are  oot 
satiefied.  With  what  propriety  can  tiiis  be 
stud,  when  so  common  a  contingency  is  excluded 
as  the  origin  of  the  suit  in  the  State  court  I 
Let  this  contingency  happen  in  all  cases,  and 
the  judicial  power  of  the  Govemnient  coold 
never  he  brought  to  bear  upon  any  case.  Take^ 
foe  instonoe^  the  given  eaae  of  «  treaty' :  if  the 
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natioQ&l  court  Las  not  original  jurisdiction, 
which  it  has  not,  nor  appellate,  which  it  is 
ooQtended  it  has  not,  there  is  do  jurisdiction  at 
all;  aad  this  is  the  oonclusion  which  is  snp- 
pOMd  to  aatiBfy,  as  the  phrase  goes,  the  most 
eomprehensive  word  in  the  language. 

By  this  mode  <tf  reasoning,  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  august  tribunal  does  not  depend  upon  any 
ori^^nalpriDoipIes  of  Qoremment  or  views  of 
<UTil  pouty;  yoa  may  not  impute  to  it  the 
oonoeption  of  s  great  purpose  ardently  derired 
and  exactly  ftn^seen.  Here  are  no  traces  of 
forecast,  no  evidences  of  design.  It  is  not  a 
point  well  asoertained  and  definitively  fixed. 
On  the  contrary,  all  its  powers  are  left  to  be 
determined  by  the  result  of  a  scramble  be- 
tween the  courts,  or  by  the  whim  of  the  suitor, 
who  may  ieL&st  his  own  tribunal,  and  to  that 
seleodon  all  other  conidderationB  must  yield, 
whethw  dflriTsd  from  the  genius  of  the  Oovem- 
men^  the  Ungoage  of  the  otmslitoticni,  or  the 
public  welfare.  The  appellate  power  then 
exists  in  all  the  enumerated  oases,  whether  of 
civil  or  crimmal  jurisdiction.  There  is  no  dis- 
tinction in  the  letter— there  should  be  none  in 
the  interpretation:  amercements,  imprison- 
ments, hard  labor,  and  death,  are  of  mpre  con- 
cern to  the  citizen  than  tiie  otHisequences  <^ 
any  civil  judgment. 

A  few  woras  upon  the  measures  which  I  have 
proposed  to  the  House.  It  appears  to  be,  upon 
the  whole,  the  opinion  of  the  profession,  (it  is 
certainly  that  <a  very  euunent  lawyers,)  Uiat 
the  proviso  in  the  fourteenth  section  the 
Jodiinary  act  extends  to  the  Supreme  Oonrt. 
Bj  HiaA  proviso,  writs  of  hdbeat  eorput  do  not 
extend  to  prisoners  in  gaol,  unless  where  they 
are  in  custody  nnder,  or  by  color  of  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States.  I  am  informed  that 
in  Oabrera's  case  this  proviso  was  held  to 
extend  to  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  imposaible  to  believe  that  it  was 
ever  intended  to  include  persona  confined  in  gaol 
in  pursuance  of  a  judgment  erroneous  upon  a 
constitutional  point.  Such  an  idea  is  utterly 
ineonnstent  with  the  express  laugnage  of  the 
aection,  and  Uie  ^irlt  of  the  whole  act.  My 
first  proposition  is  desinied  to  remove  this 
inconsistency,  and  settle  this  doubt. 

Upon  tiie  second  proportion,  when  the 
Supreme  Court  reverses  the  Judgmeot  of  a 
State  court,  the  caose  is,  in  the  first  instance, 
remanded  for  a  final  decision.  If  the  oonrt 
below  obey,  as  they  are  bound  to  do,  it  is  well : 
if  not,  tiie  refusal  to  obey  (snob  baa  been  the 
practice)  is  regarded  as  error  in  the  cause ;  and 
the  refusal  must  appear  on  record.  In  no  prior 
instance,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  has  any 
court  reftised  to  make  such  an  entry.  But  in 
the  case  of  these  two  missionaries,  the  court  in 
Georgia  has  refused  to  make  any  entry  upon 
the  record  at  all.  Hence,  no  second  writ  of 
error  can  be  bronj^t.  Snre^  the  House  will 
never  consent  to  suffer  the  pnblio  justice  to'  be 
defuted  by  such  a  trick  as  this.  It  affords  a 
Btemg  illastrati<a  of  tin  s^rit  by  whioh  an 


inferior  court  may  be  actuated.  This  remanding 
of  the  clau^  in  the  firet  instance,  is  a  very 
clumsy  and  unnecessaij  contrivance,  It  was 
originally  a  mere  act  of  civility  to  the  State 
court,  and  should  never  be  allowed  to  obstraot 
BubB^tially,  the  operation  of  the  law ;  and 
inasmuch  as  it  seems,  in  this  case,  to  have 
been  perverted  to  that  effect.  I  propose  to  re- 
peal it. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  delivered  to  the 
Honse  my  sentiments  upon  this  important  and 
delicate  question.  Influenced,  as  I  have  been 
throughout,  by  an  Unaffected  desire  to  avoid 
offence,  I  have  touched  upon  no  topic,  I  have 
uttered  no  language  which  could  alarm  the  pride 
of  tiie  State  of  Geoi^ia,  or  excite  the  feelings 
of  her  representatives. 

Perhaps,  sir,  I  am  not  altogether  to  be  justi- 
fied for  tne  cold  and  phlegmatic  manner  which 
I  have  forced  mysflf  to  adopt.  The  House 
will  remember  that,  at  an  eany  period  of  the 
session,  I  submitted  certain  resdutions,  involve 
ing  the  very  same  principles  and  coarse  of 
reasoning  which  I  have  here  so  feebly  attempted 
to  develop.  It  was  not  the  pleasure  the 
House  to  devote  any  portion  of  its  time  to  their 
consideration.  When  I  had  made  up  my  mind 
to  yield  ^nietiy  to  the  pleasore  of  the  House, 
my  attention  was  again  called  to  this  subj  ect,'  by 
my  own  constituents,  who  have  manifested 
such  a  generous  sympathy  with  these  unfor- 
tunate missionaries.  It  has  tbus  happened, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  an  accidental  opportnmty 
lias  more  contributed  to  the  original  purpose 
than  my  own  careful  deugns. 

Quod  optanti  Divum  pronuttere  nemo 
Aaderet ;  volveuda  dies  en  attuUt  oltro, 

I  have  nothing  more  to  add  than  to  express 
my  earnest  wish  that  the  petition  of  my  consti- 
tuents may  be  granted,  tiiat  the  representatives 
of  the  American  people  will  not  be  inseni^Me  to 
the  great  rights  of  personal  liberty  and  the 
clearest  dictates  of  constitutional  law,  and  that 
we  will  not  leave  either  our  fellow-citizens,  or 
the  stranger  withm  our  gates,  to  the  oppresnou 
of  any  local  and  subordinate  power. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  moving  to  refer  the 
[•etition  to  a  Select  Oommtttee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing hy  law,  that  where  the  Supreme  Oonrt  ct 
the  United  States  shall  declare  an  act  of  impris> 
onment  to  be  illegal,  a  haiwu  eorput  tOAj  usne 
for  brinj^ng  the  person,  so  illegally  imprisoned, 
before  any  judge  of  the  Supreme  or  District 
Oourts,  and  discharged,  and  also  for  repealing 
so  much  of  the  judiciary  act  as  requires  a  case 
carried  from  a  State  court  to  the  Supreme 
Oourt  to  be  remanded  for  executitm,  and  to 
authorize  the  Snpreme  Court  to  execute  th^ 
own  judgments. 

Th*  Jiir^—Ssdwtien  ^  Dutiet—Expmm  <^ 
iha  Oovornment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoDums,  the  Hoose  went 
into  Committee     the  Vhole  oa  the  state  of 
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tbe  UaioD,  and  took  up  the  bill  (resorted  by 
Mr.  HoD.  from  the  Oommittee  <a  ways  and 
Heana)  to  eqotUse  the  dntke  Sn  impcnla; 

when 

Mr.  MdDvrFiB  rose,  and  s^d :  I  propose,  sir, 
to  submit  some  explanations,  in  addition  to  those 
already  presented,  in  a  different  form,  of  the 
views  and  principles  which  induced  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  the  present  bill 
as  an  adjustment  of  the  great  subject  of  the  tariff. 
I  moBt,  however,  in  uie  oatset,  candidly  ac- 
knowledge that  I  have  not  the  least  glimmering 
of  hope  uat  any  thing  I  may  utter  at  this  time, 
or  which  any  human  being  can  advance  in  tibia 
Han,  will  induce  the  m^ority  to  adopt  the 
measure  now  proposed,  or  any  other  measure 
founded  on  similar  principles.  Nay,  sir,  I  am 
relnotantly  oompelled  to  go  still  further.  Al- 
though I  have  been  disposed  to  hope  even 
agfunst  hope,  that  some  providential  ooincidence 
of  oircnmstances  might  yet  intervene  to  incline 
the  hearts  of  the  m^ority  to  justice,  and  lead 
th^  deliberations  to  some  propitious  result,  yet 
the  developments  and  the  experience  of  every 
day  have  rendered  it  more  and  more  apparent 
that  all  iuch  expectations  are  utterly  vain  and 
delusive.  Aa  to  any  adjustment  of  this  great 
question,  therefore,  which  shall  ^ve  tranquillity 
to  the  pablio  mind,  and  restore  the  broken  har- 
mony of  this  Union,  "  my  final  hope  is  flat 
deqMir.^'  Under  tiiese  dronmstanoes,  it  may 
seem  ain^ar,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true,,  that 
it  is  precisely  because  I  do  not  hope  to  prodooe 
conviction  upon  Uie  minds  of  this  committee, 
and  have  no  expectation  that  this  great  ques- 
tion will  be  adjusted  here,  that  I  am  more  par- 
ticularly anxious  to  set  forth,  in  the  dearest 
and  most  distinct  manner,  the  principles  which 
will  govern  me,  and,  as  I  believe,  those  who 
are  aaraeiated  with  me,  aa  well  aa  the  State  we 
in  common  represent,  in  all  the  Ticisaitades  of 
this  great  contest  for  our  inalienable  rights. 
Sir,  it  is  vain,  it  is  worse  than  vun,  to  attempt 
to  pat  by,  to  evade,  or  to  palter  with  tbis  ques- 
tion. It  can  no  longer  be  disguised  that  tnere 
does  exist,  under  the  onjust  and  oppressive  legis- 
lation of  Oongreaa,  and  without  any  agency  of 
Providence  to  that  effect,  a  radical  hostility  of 
interests  between  the  two  great  subdivisions  of 
this  confederacy.  And  if  the  power  of  the 
majority,  and  not  their  sense  of  justice,  is  to 
decide  the  present  controversy,  it  will  be  iinpos- 
uble  ever  to  reconcile  these  conflicting  inter- 
ests. Sooh  being  the  oaae,  God  only  knows 
what  is  to  be  the  end  of  this  great  political 
druoa.  One  thing  is  certdn;  an  eventfUl 
pditieal  era  is  at  band,  and  whether  it  shall  be 
rignriized  by  the  civil  triumph,  or  by  tbe  catas- 
trophe of  constitutional  liberty,  history  will 
record  that  triomph  or  that  catastrophe,  and 
posterity  will  pronoonoe  Jodgment  on  the  au- 
thors of  it. 

That  my  views  and  principles  may  be  under- 
stood and  appreciated  by  tiiat  august  tribunal, 
and  that  the  record  which  history  shall  make 
up  may  present  the  true  iasne  between  the  two 
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great  txmtending  parties,  the  oppnaaon  and 
the  opiptenei,  I  wul  attempt,  before  I  take  my 
seat,  to  demonstrate  how  grievous  are  the 
vrrongs  we  have  too  patiently  aidured,  sod  how 
vital  and  sacred  are  the  rigl^  for  whiob  ve  are 
contending. 

But,  before  I  proceed  to  examine  tiie  in- 
equality and  groBB  iignstioe  of  this  combined 
system  of  taxation  and  {irotection,  I  afaall  ask 
Uie  attention  of  the  c<»amittee  to  a  iHief  expo^ 
tion  of  my  views  as  to  the  amoont  «f  revwu 
whicL  under  existing  draunstanoea,  I  dean  it 
expedient  to  provide  for  defraying  the  npeeMiy 
awt  proper  expenses  of  this  GovenuDeot 

In  deddlog  this  question,  there  is  no  better 
criterion  to  which  we  can  resort  than  the  aver- 
age expenditures  of  a  former  period,  which  all 
must  aoknowled^  to  furnish  a  proper  bams  fot 
sooh  a  calculation.  In  1621,  our  anny  was 
reduced  from  a  war  to  a  peace  establishment 
From  the  year  following  this  redaction  to  the 
cloee  of  Mr.  Monroe's  Administration  in 
inclusive,  I  have  made  a  calculation  of  the 
average  expenses  of  this  Govemment  for  all 
objects,  botn  permanent  and  oontangeiU ;  and 
the  resolt  ia,that  these  expenses  amounted, 
annnally,  to  a  lesB  sum  than  $10,000,000.  Many 
of  those  who  hear  me  will  bear  me  out  wb«i  I 
say,  that,  when  I  first  took  my  seat  in  tltia  body,  I 
was  regarded  as  very  extravagant  in  my  notions 
in  regu^  to  the  puUio  expraditore^  beoaose  I 
justified  the  expena)tare8<tf  that  Administration. 
Sir,  Mr.  Monroe^s  Administration  was  denounced 
by  a  large  party  in  this  country  for  its  extrava- 
gance. It  was  aoonsed  of  preparing  the  way 
for  a  great  and  splendid  Gi>vemment,  instead 
of  regarding  those  prindples  of  economy  laid 
down  by  the  fathers  of  our  political  church. 
I  did  not  think  so  then,  and  I  do  not  thhik  so 
now ;  and  I  shall  hidl  tiie  day  whoa  the  preaent 
or  any  tntore  Administration  ahall  bring  back 
the  expenses  of  the  Govmunent  to  the  annual 
sum  of  $10jOOO,000,  which  I  believe  to  be  vi 
ample  provision  for  all  the  exigendes  of  the 
country.  But,  sir,  so  far  from  wishing  to  dls- 
tnanUe  our  fortifications,  suffer  the  navy  to  rot 
upon  the  docks,  and  leave  the  nation  entarely 
defencdess,  as  has  been  suggested  in  a  report 
recently  offered  to  the  House,  I  am  for  main- 
taining all  the  institutions  of  the  country  on  a 
respectable  footing,  and  am  willing,  and  hsTO 
ever  been  willing,  to  raise  whatever  amoant  of 
revenue  may  be  necessary  for  that  pnipuse, 
though  I  am  aware  that  the  burden  will  be  veiy 
unequally  dlstribnted,  even  by  tiiis  bilL 

The  essential  institutions  of  the  conntry  are 
the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  dvil  estahlLsb- 
ment  These  I  regard  as  indispensable ;  I  hold 
tiiem  to  he  necessary  at  all  times,  in  peace  and 
in  war ;  for  I  fully  recognize  the  truth  of  the 
maxim,  that  the  best  way  to  presore  peace 
is  to  be  prepared  for  war.  Now,  sir,  during 
the  last  three  years  of  Mr.  Monroe's  Administrs- 
ttoo,  it  was  denoonoed,  as  I  have  said,  for  its 
extravagance ;  and  yet  the  total  annual  expes- 
ditore  for  the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  ciril 
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list,  amoonted,  during  those  years,  to  less  than 
$7,000,e00.*  I  repeat  it,  sir,  emphatioally,  that, 
when  onr  army  was  more  efficient^  its  rank 
better  filled,  and  its  o£Boers  as  nameroas  and 
competent  as  they  now  are,  the  annnal  expenses 
of  the  GoTeniment  for  these  three  ohjeots  were 
less  than  sereQ  mitlions  of  dollars.  When  toq 
add  to  this  the  ezpenditnre  for  the  iDdian 
Deparbnent,  and  for  other  objects  of  a  misoel- 
laMOQB  Und,  each  amonntiiw  to  a  little  up- 
wards of  hilf  a  million,  it  will  be  foimd  Aat, 
•zditdTe  of  penrions,  the  whole  average  exp&a.- 
ditore  of  the  Uiiited  Stipes,  during  those  years, 
amounted  to  but  little  more  than  $8,000,000. 
AsBoming  this  as  a  basis,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  amoont  will  be  more  than  safiBcient, 
especially  as  onr  fortifications  are  nearly  cotti- 
pleted,  (and  I  hope  never  hereafter  to  see  more 
than  $500,000  umoally  expended  upon  them,) 
and  as  the  improvements  of  oar  navy  yards 
also  are  nearly  completed,  I  affirm  that  more 
than  $8,000,000  will  not  be  annoally  reqnh^ 
for  objects  of  a  permanent  natnre. 

Tb»-a,  as  to  pensions,  I  shall  confine  my 
views  in  the  first  place,  to  the  laws  as  tti^  now 
stand,  and  not  aa  it  has  been  proposed  to  extend 
them.  During  the  three  years  I  have  men- 
tioned, the  pension  list  was  very  large ;  since 
then,  however,  the  namber  of  pensioners  has 
been  rapidly  diminished  by  death.  Bo  that, 
whereas,  in  183B,  the  smn  en>ended  on  this 
object  was  nearly  $2,000,000,  it  la  now  less  than 
$1,000,000,  notwithstanding  the  great  ntimber 
of  pensioners  mnce  pat  upon  the  roll,  by  special 
acts  of  Oongress,  and  the  relaxed  nile  of  the 
War  Department.  It  may  fairly  be  presumed, 
eoloolating  apon  the  probable  mortahty  among 
men,  none  of  them  leas  than  seventy  years  of 
age,  that,  in  the  coarse  of  some  five  years,  this 
branch  ol  expenditure  will  be  redaoed  to  a  very 
bioondderable  sum. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that,  after  paying  off  the 
pnblic  debt,  there  will  be  a  large  snrplos,  not 
lees  tiian  eight  or  ten  millions,  of  the  income  of 
tiie  year  1888,  because  the  income  of  that  year 
will  be  principally  derived  from  duties  which 
accrued  during  the  present  year,  under  the 
existing  tfuiff.  Moreover,  as  the  proposed 
reduction  of  the  duties  will  be  gradiial,  and  I 
am  willing  to  make  it  still  more  so,  by  extend- 
ing the  period  of  final  reduction  to  three  years, 
it  IB  obvious  that  the  sorplos  revenue  must  be 
conrideraUd  dmtog  all  these  years,  and  that 
the  suffldoQoy  of  a  revenne  derived  trom  aver- 
age duties  of  pc'  o^nt.  will  not  be  brought 
to  the  test  In  less  than  four  or  five  years. 
Even  if  we  snppose  that  the  pension  bill,  now 
pending,  should  become  a  law,  it  is  not  proba- 
ble that  the  whole  pension  estaUishment,  four 

•BoaktBSMUnvlMnMtUaabDiUainrttksattMLttm 
of  the  legiabttv*  Mrthority.  PModlnl  vundtaUnt  Into 
UMMiKNut  of  the  OonmnMnt  •q^endltsn^  ud  ownpulwa 
of  dlffannt  period!  with  each  other,  would  bo  Aniad  to  bo  the 
be«t  meana  ol  preoerring  that  eooDOioy  whloh  all  ^ipUad, 
•ad  praTenUng  that  extnTaguoe  towards  whloh  ail  Oov- 
•mmtnti  natnnllr  tead. 
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or  five  years  hence,  will  require  an  expenditure 
of  more  than  $2,000,000.  But  be  that  as  it 
may,  $8,000,000  will  be  amply  sufficient  for  the 
permanent  institutions  and  ordinary  expenses, 
and  all  the  revenue  over  that  sum  will  be 
applicable  to  pensions  and  other  objects. 

The  next  inquiry  in  order  is,  what  amount  of 
revenne  a  duty  of  lHj>er  cent,  upon  all  imports 
will  bring  into  the  Ireasury  !  If  we  assume, 
as  the  basis  of  our  estimate,  tlie  average  amount 
of  the  merchandise  imported  for  consumption 
during  the  last  seven  years,  we  shall  navo 
aomeuiing  less  than  $69,000,000  as  that  average. 
The  revenue  ft*om  this  amount  of  imports,  at 
12)  per  cent,  duty,  woold  be  aomething  less 
than  $9,000,000.  But  we  are  inquiring  what 
will  be  the  amount  of  the  revenue,  four  or  five 
years  hence,  after  all  the  surpluses  shall  be 
exhausted :  and  I  think  it  may  be  very  safely 
estimated  that  the  amount  of  the  dutiable  im- 
ports, under  this  hill,  will  not  be  less  than 
$80,000,000.  There  will  be  at  least  $16,000,000 
now  annually  applied  to  Uie  payment  of  the 
existing  duties,  tW  will  be  disengaged  from 
that  object  and  will  be  applicable  to  other 
purposes.  It  is  a  reasonable  BuppMnldon  that 
this  amount,  at  least,  will  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  foreign  imports,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  now  thus  applied.  According  to  this  view 
of  the  sul^ecL  making  all  proper  ulowances,  it 
follows  that  the  amount  of  the  imports  for  con- 
sumption will  be  more  than  $80,000,000  the 
very  first  year  the  12J  per  cent  duty  goes  into 
operation ;  and,  from  the  natural  progress  of 
population  and  wealth,  that  amount  must  in- 
crease considerably  every  year  afterwards. 

We  shall  have,  then,  an  income  of  $10,000,000 
from  the  imposts ;  and  even  if  we  esUmiriu  the 
income  fi-om  the  pnblic  lands  at  one-half  ita 
present  amount,  that  and  the  bank  dividends 
will  yield  $2,000,000  more. 

Having  shown  that  only  $8,000,000  will  be 
required  for  the  ordinary  and  permanent  ex- 
penses of  the  Government,  it  follows  that,  with 
a  revenue  of  $12,000,000,  there  will  be  an  annual 
surplus  of  $4,000,000  applicable  to  pennons  and 
other  objects  of  a  contmgeut  nature. 

In  presenting  this  brief  view  of  the  ftituro 
income  and  expenditure  of  the  Qovemment,  t 
wQl  take  occasion  to  remark  that,  if  I  should 
ever  return  to  this  body,  I  intend  to  pn^oae  a 
general  system  of  retrenchment  and  economy ; 
a  system  not  founded  on  an  indisoriminato 
hosUHty  to  our  existing  establiahments,  bnt  on 
a  deep  conviction  that  these  establishments  can 
be  maintdned  in  purity  and  vigor  only  b^  the 
observance  of  a  strict  but  Judicious  and  liberal 
economy. 

I  am  fblly  satisfied,  that,  without  reducing 
either  the  army  or  the  navy,  and  without  in- 
juriously curtwfing  the  sallies  of  any  of  the 
officers  of  GovemraenL  a  saving  may  be  eflfect- 
ed  of  at  least  half  a  million  of  dollars.  With- 
out going  into  details,  I  will  barely  suggest  that 
the  Treuury  Department  alone  opens  a  field 
in  wluoh  retrenchment  and  reform  maj  be 


Digitized  by 


698 


ABRIDOHKNT  07  THE 


B.  or  R.] 

employed  with,  very  great  adrantase  to  the 
conutry.  Bir,  under  the  oomplioafeea  ^yitem  of 
high  minfmnm  dntiei,  the  ezpenaea  of  edketing 
the  poUio  rennne  hare  incneoied  enornuHUly 
within  tiie  last  ten  yean.  At  a  former  period, 
when  onr  roTenne  iroa  the  impoets  waa  eqoai 
to  what  it  is  now,  the  whole  annoal  expense  of 
collecting  it  did  not  amoont  to  more  than 
$700,000.  Now,  sir,  it  has  swelled  up  to 
nearly  donUe  that  amoont. 

The  proposed  reduction  of  the  duties  will 
enable  the  department  to  dispense  with  the 
greater  part  of  that  host  of  cnstom-honse  officers 
which  cumoflt  darkens  our  ooasts  [  and  in  this 
item  alone,  several  hnndred  thonsand  dollars 
may  be  annoaUy  saved.  JJptm  the  whtde,  sir, 
I  am  well  satUned,  that  the  amoont  of  reveniw 
whiob  thli  bill  wiu  prodaoe,  with  that  dnived 
from  other  sonroes,  will  be  amfdy  anffldent 
for  all  the  exigeneiee  of  the  oonntry ;  and  that, 
ooiuddering  it  as  a  mere  revenue  measore,  no 
one  can  justly  take  an  exception  to  it 

I  will  here  remark,  ur,  that  the  people  of 
the  Boath  (whether  oorrecUy  or  not,  I  will  here- 
aftw  oonsider)  are  firmly  impressed  with  the 
belief  that,  onder  any  system  of  duties,  while 
the  revenue  is  derived  umost  exclonvely  from 
imports,  their  proportion  of  the  burdens  im- 
posed by  federal  taxation  will  be  much  greater 
than  it  ought  to  be  aooor^fng  to  the  principle 
of  the  oonmtatim  which  regulates  the  appor- 
tionroeat  ot  direct  taxes.  Under  these  <woum- 
■tances,  they  think  they  have  a  right  to 
insist  that  uie  aggregate  burden  of  taxation 
shall  be  as  light  as  possible,  and  that  not  a 
dollar  shall  be  expended  b^  the  Government 
that  can  be  avoided  by  a  rigid  eoonomy.. 

Having  now  disposed  of  these  preliminary 
qnestions,  I  shall  proceed  to  consider  how  far 
uie  provisions  of  this  bill  have  been  dictated  by 
a  doe  reg^  to  the  principles  of  Justice  and 
•qoality  in  the  fiscal  operations  of  this  Govern- 
ment 

Vith  the  exertion  of  oertun  articles  admit- 
ted free  of  datj,  nearly  all  <tf  which  are  tha 
Impwti  and  the  otnuomptioii  of  the  Nortfaeni 
States,  all  imported  merchandise  will  be  enh- 
jected  to  the  moderate  and  equal  duty  of 
per  cent  Now,  sir,  I  desire  to  know  whether 
■Oy  oljeotion  oan  be  Jostly  urged  s^tnst  this 
scheme,  on  the  score  of  ineqaauty,  Kegarding 
it  as  a  ooathem  measore,  can  any  other  portion 
of  the  Union  all^;e,  with  the  semblaiioe  of 
troth,  that  it  will  be  sobjeoted  to  an  undoe 
share  of  the  poblio  burdens  V  I  pot  the  ques- 
tion emphatioally,  and  desire  that  it  may  be 
fairly  met  and  tmj  answered,  is  there  a  mano- 
Cuturing  Btate,  or  a  manofactoriog  coonty  in  the 
XJniiHi,  that  will  be  oompeUed  to  pay  a  larger 
proportion  of  publio  baraens,  this  bill,  than 
Justly  and  eqmtably  fialla  to  its  share  ? 

Let  us  examine  this  matter.  Onr  imports  of 
foreign  mo^andise  may  be  divided  into  two 
gyeat  dasseo.  The  first  cooHsta  of  articles  which 
are  onludvely  prodooed  in  foreign  oountiiea ; 
the  Moond,  oiartideB  partly  prooooed  abroad, 
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and  partiy  in  the  United  States.  The  Uatm 
are  ohibIv  denominated  the  nnproteetod,  ad 
the  latter  tibe  ivoteeted  dass  oi  artides.  Now, 
aa  to  the  former  dass,  ocmpridDK  teai^  eoffte^ 
sitta,  wines,  and  a  variety  o(  other  inqwits,  I 
will  assume,  that  from  these  one-half  of  tU 
federal  revenue  will  be  coQeeted,  thon^  in 
point  of  fact,  it  would  be  more  correct  to  uj 
one-third  only. 

As  to  this  portion  of  the  revenue,  no  one  has 
ever  pretend^  that  the  burden  is  not  equallj 
distributed  over  the  Union  in  propwticm  to  the 
oonsomption  of  the  articles  from  which  it  a 
derived.  It  must  be  apparent  that  the  manii- 
factoring  States  have  no  grounds  fw  allepng 
that  thedntiesopondlks,  wines,  tea,  and  o(M^ 
aldose  them  to  an  unequal  or  <^TO>aadve  ba^ 
dttu  Will  a  BolitaryToioe  be  rHsed  to  denounce 
this  part  of  the  bill  under  oonmderation  I  As- 
snreoly  there  will  not  What,  then,  remains? 
What  is  the  nbject  d  oonu>hunt  agunst  this 
bill,  and  who  are  tliey  by  whom  the  Manjdsuit 
Is  made  ?  Hie  part  of  the  Inll  whioh  is  obnoi- 
ions  to  the  daiundation  oi  the  manofscturiDg 
States,  is  that  which  imposes  a  doty  of  IH  P*' 
cent,  and  no  more,  on  cotton  and  woolkii 
maon&cturea,  on  inm  and  inm  maaufactura, 
and  on  all  the  other  artidee  that  £bJ1  within  the 
scope  of  the  protecting  system.  Yea,  or,  tUa 
is  the  Kmroe  ot  the  oonwlaints  against  the  jno- 
poaed  meaanre.  And  who,  do  you  suppoee^an 
the  persons  that  make  them  f 

If  an  impartid  fordgoer,  just  arrived  in  onr 
ooontry,  should  be  informed  that  a  very  dt«p 
and  threatening  exdtement  existed  in  relation 
to  this  part  of  tiie  proposed  tariff^  he  woald 
very  naturally  sappose  that,  as  the  exdtemcct 
was  agdnst  a  tax  bill,  it  was  the  indignation  of 
those  who  are  called  opcm  to  pay  taxes,  or  upon 
whose  productions  the  duties  were  prt^xwd 
to  be  levied.  Upon  being  informed  tliat  the 
prodoctions  of  tiie  Southern  States  furnished 
the  exchanges  for  this  daas  of  imports,  he 
woold  take  it  for  nrnnted  that  these  Stat« 
were  damorous  ag>uMt  ao  unemial  a  sduine 
of  **Trf*V".  But  how  would  wia  impattiil 
foreigner  be  astonished,  on  discovering  tost  the 
exdtement  waa  ocmflned  to  that  pvt  of  the 
Union  which  pdd  no  part  of  the  taxes  in  ques- 
tion ;  and  tiiat  the  cause  of  the  exdtement  wm, 
that  the  taxes  prc^Msed  were  not  forty  or  fifty, 
instead  of  12}  per  cent  upon  the  value  of  im- 
ports I  In  other  words,  now  preat  woold  be 
the  astonishment  of  this  impartial  looker  aa  " 
from  £ur(n>e,  when  he  learned  that  the  oom- 
pidnt  agtunst  the  proposed  duty  on  cotttm, 
woollen,  and  other  manufactures,  proceeded  ei- 
dusivdy  from  the  domestic  manufhcturen  of 
these  very  artides,  on  whcon  the  duty  voald 
operate^  not  as  a  burden,  but  as  a  bounty.  He 
would  be  apt  to  exddm,  "  What  an  extrawdins- 
ry  pec^le  tne  Americans  must  be!  In  KiniK 
GovenuDCuts  are  shaken  by  the  complaints  of 
liie  people  who  pay  the  taxes.  Her&  the  Vnion 
seems  luely  to  be  shaken  to  its  very  foondatiaDe 
the  demon  of  thoae  who  reodve  than,  b 
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Enro^  the  people  cry  oat  that  the  taxes  are 
too  high ;  here,  tJiej  seem  to  be  regarded  as  a 
great  blessing,  and  the  cry  is,  that  they  are 
abont  to  be  r&dnced  too  low." 

Sir,  in' the  spirit  of  peaoe  and  harmony,  and, 
I  will  add,  in  the  spirit  of  magnanimity,  tbe 
people  of  tiie  Soath  now  say  to  yoa,  '*  We  know 
that  it  ia  veiT  nnequl  and  ororeMiTe  upon  oa 
that  the  productions  of  onr  inaastry  shonld  pay 
vmsL  IH  per  cent,  to  support  the  Qovemment, 
while  the  very  same  prodnota(HiB  of  yonr  indns- 
try  pay  no  contribation  at  all,  but  reoeive,  on 
the  contrary,  a  beneficial  bounty  frtHn  the  tax 
levied  upon  onr  prodnotions.  Bat  if  you  will 
limit  the  burden  to  the  necessary  expenses  of 
the  GoTemment,  we  are  willing  to  sabmit  to  it 
as  a  revenne  measure,  nneqaal  as  it  obviously 
is,  and  will  cheerfully  consider  the  pecuniary 
loss  we  shall  sustain  as  a  peace-offering  at  the 
ehrine  of  the  Uoioo."  And  what  do  the  people 
of  the  North  aqr  to  this  generona  and  liberal 
overtnre  ? 

We  win  not  acoede  to  yonr  tenna,  We 
liare  'oalonlated  tlte  nhie  ra'  this  t«z  upon 
yonr  prodoetiona,  and  we  have  ascertained  that 
a  Mbute  of  lU  per  cent,  is  not  enongh  to  keep 
up  our  eetabltumieuts  in  the  hi^h  state  of  profit 
and  prosperity  which  we  desire.  We  cannot 
let  you  off  with  a  lees  tribute  than  forty-five 
per  cent,  and  it  follows  tbat  you  will  have  to 
pay  it." 

Sir,  language  cannot  convey,  nor  imagination 
conceive  any  thing  that  would  exhibit  the  hor- 
rible enormity  of  tnla  system  more  dearly  than 
this  umple  statement  of  tiie  real  condinon  of 
the  interests  involved,  and  the  true  point  of  the 
oontroversy.  Now,  nr.  I  will  put  this  matter 
to  a  vny  plain  teak  If  my  views  are  not  oor^ 
reoL  the  whole  tariff  qnestdcm  oaa  be  soon 
settled  between  the  gentleman  imme^ately  on 
my  ri^ht,  (itr.  Apflvtoi?,)  who,  as  I  unider- 
stand,  IS  one  of  the  largest  manufaoturers  in 
the  United  States,  and  myself.  I  tnm  to  this 
gentleman,  then,  and  I  say  to  him,  "  Sir,  Z  will 
now  make  a  bai^in  with  you  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  this  difficulty.  You  admit  that  one- 
half  of  this  bill  is  perfectly  just  and  equal ; 
that,  I  mean,  which  levies  half  of  the  federal 
revenue  from  wines,  silks,  and  other  nnpro- 
tected  articles.  The  entire  burden  of  your 
complaint  is  directed  a^nst  the  other  half  of 
the  bill ;  that  which  levies  the  remaining  half 
of  the  revenue  from  protected  artioleB.  Now, 
nr,  in  tender  emtrideration  of  the  oppree^ve 
operation  of  this  part  the  tax  bill  upon  the 
mana&ctarlDg  States  I  will  agree  to  strike  it 
out  altogether,  and  raise  the  remiuning  half  of  the 
revenue,  by  doubling  the  duties  on  unprotected 
articles,  or  by  ^rect  taxes.  Is  it  a  bargain, 
sir?"  "No  I  not  no  I"  repliee  the  gentleman, 
"  that  would  be  infinitely  worse  than  tlie  bill  as 
it  now  stands ;  for,  in  that  case,  the  tariff  States 
would  lose  all  their  protection,  and  have  to  pay 
their  qnota  of  the  iaoreased  duties  on  unpro- 
tected articles,  or  of  the  direct  taxes  beeiuee ; 
whereast     the  Ull  in  its  preaent  fi»mi,  they 


certunly  have  a  protecting  bounty  of  12}  per 
cent" 

The  truth  ia,  Hr.  Chairman,  that  the  mann- 
&oturing  States  would  not  agree  to  strike  out 
these  duties  on  any  terms.  Even  if  it  were 
demonstrated  tiiat  uie  Government  did  not  need 
a  dollar  of  the  revenue  derived  from  this  source, 
or  if  the  Southern  States  would  agr^  to  raise 
thla  half  of  the  public  revenne  by  dueot  taxar- 
tion  among  themselves,  stiU  ttie  mannfaotnring 
Statee  woud  not  aooeoe  to  snoh  a  proposition. 
And  what,  t^t^  (I  ask  for  no  idle  pnrpoee,)  does 
this  &ct  prove  I 

The  plain  and  naked  question  is  presented  to 
them — win  you  be  satisfied  to  a^ust  this  con- 
troversy, by  being  reeved  entirdy  from  one- 
half  of  the  barden  of  the  federal  revenue,  pay- 
ing only  your  due  proportion  (tf  the  otho-  lulf  I 
and  they,  indignantly  ^nming  the  offier,  reply 
that  they  will  not. 

Can  any  power  of  human  reasoning  more 
clearly  demonstrate  that  they  feel,  and  know 
that  they  will  pay  no  part  of  the  duties  pro- 
posed to  be  levied  on  the  entire  dass  of  pro- 
tected articles  ?  The  matter  is  absolatdy  too 
plun  for  argument,  and  it  comes  palpably  to 
this:  the  people  of  the  South,  charged  with 
disloyalty  to  tne  Union,  agree  that  a  tribute  of 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  shonld  be  levied' 
upon  their  produotims,  for  tiie  double  purpose 
of  relieving  the  mannCactnrers  from  so  mnch 
taxation,  and  giving  tiiem  so  much  iMunty; 
while  the  Union-loving  people  of  the  North  ore 
resolved  to  put  the  Union  itself  in  imminent 
jeopardy,  unless  their  brethren  of  the  South 
will  rednoe  themsdvee  to  absolute  vassalage,  by 
consenting  to  bring  to  the  meroenary  altar  at 
this  Tnannftwtoring  idol  three  times  the  tixo- 
poaed  amount  of  tribute. 

It  must  be  obvious,  nr,  that  vital  as  are  the 
pecuniary  interests  involved  in  this  controversy, 
they  are  quite  secondary  when  compared  with 
the  principles  involved  in  it 

Its  true  character  and  importance  cannot  be 
seen  until  we  consider  it,  not  only  as  a  question 
of  interest,  but  as  a  question  of  right  and  justice. 
It  is  justice,  and  not  interest,  that  oouseoratea 
the  strug^es  of  men  and  of  nations.  It  will 
not  do,  werefore,  to  show  me,  however  dearly, 
that  the  passage  (tf  this  bill  will  destroy  yonx 
interests  and  desolate  your  country,^  as  tiie  ex- 
isting system  has  destn^ed  and  descuirted  mine. 
I  am  not  now  o<Miridering  yonr  interests,  but 
yonr  rights ;  I  am  not  gomg  to  try  this  ques- 
tion by  the  barbarian  test  of  power  and  num- 
bers, but  by  the  principles  of  eternal  justice. 

And  in  wis  sacred  forom,  I  put  these  ques- 
tions to  evei7  manufacturer  in  the  Union : 
What  ii^ustice  will  this  bill  inflict  qpcm  yon  f 
What  right  of  yours  will  it  violate  f  What  par- 
ticle of  your  property  will  it  confiscate,  and  to 
whom  will  it  onlawftilly  or  wrongfully  transfer 
it?  I  beg,  dr,  that  these  questions  may  not 
be  evaded  by  empty  and  unmeaning  generali- 
ties, but  that  they  will  be  openly  and  fitirly 
met^aoddiatinotlyaoaweired.  Iwunit^^,that 
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this  bill,  Bhoald  it  paw,  will  do  very  great  dam- 
age to  tbe  manafactoriDg  States,  bat  it  will  be, 
Id  legal  phraaeology,  daniaged  witboat  injury, 
Ttoless  thej  will  show  that  some  legal  or  moral 
ri^t  will  be  violated. 

Let  tu  now  inqnire  wheUitf  there  la  a  shadow 
(tfgroand  for  alleging  that  snch  tiUieliKt;  and, 
to  give  the  inqniir  a  practical  form,  I  will  first 
ask,  in  what  mode,  and  hj  what  prooeBS,  will 
the  Kwtiiem  maniuEictarert  be  iiynred  bj  the 
passage  of  this  InU  I  They  are  readj  to  inform 
na,  in  reply,  as  we  have  heard' it  a  thonsaod 
timee  echoed  and  re-ecboed  from  every  scarce, 
in  every  form,  and  in  every  quarter  of  tiie 
ITnion,  that  tney  are  waging  a  great  national 
contest  in  favor  of  domestic  hidostry,  and 
against  foreign  industry ;  and  it  is  gravely  con- 
tended that  every  patriot  U  bonnd,  npon  his 
allegiance,  to  take  sides  with  the  domeetio 
agiUnst  the  formgn  belligerent. 

Now,  sir,  aa  utia  idea  oi  a  oontest  brtween 
domestic  ud  foreign  indnatir  is  the  InrUng 
fallacy  which  lies  at  the  very  foondation  of  tbe 
American  STstem,  I  solidt  the  calm  and  dis- 
passionate  attention  of  the  committee  to  a  plain 
and  praetioal  analysis,  by  which  I  think  it  will 
be  cleaiiy  demonstrated  that,  in  this  as  in  other 
instances,  men  and  nations  have  been  carried 
away  by  mere  names,  and  have  permitted  tbe 
sober  dictates  of  c<Hnmon  sense  to  be  over- 
whelmed by  one  of  the  most  arrant  impoetares 
and  dehi^ons  that  has  ever  existed  in  the  civil- 
ized world  unoe  the  darkest  days  of  popery. 
It  is  m  delusion,  rir,  as  anti-social,  and,  I  will 
add,  as  anti-ehristian,  as  that  which  induced  an 
eminent  Jarib-t  of  En^and  to  upreas  the  opinion 
that  every  sut^t  who  luild  ontain  rellgioas 
(^inioDa,  not  oonibrmaUe  to  the  estalushed 
fiutfa,  shoold  be  iqgaided  in  law  aa  aa  alien 
enemy. 


WKunauT,  lUy  80. 

Surwyo/fJu  Oxut. 

On  this  bill,  Mr.  Ward,  of  New  York,  said 
he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  tiie  bill  mider  consid- 
eration, but  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  to 
the  ocmsideration  of  the  Oommittee  on  Kavsl 
AflUrs  the  ezpddiau^  of  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  and  which,  if  adopted,  would 
be  a  means  of  saving  much  money  to  the  na- 
tion. The  survey  of  tiie  coast,  he  stud,  was  first 
contemplated  in  the  year  1807,  as  appears  by 
letters  irom  Mr.  Gallatin,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  Mr.  Easier,  and  was  intended  for 
the  ben^t  of  our  navigating  and  commercial 
interests.  The  law  of  that  year  is  now  proposed 
to  be  revised  by  the  present  bill,  which  provides 
that  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  the  power  to  appoint  a  suitable  peraon  as 
astronomer  to  conduct  It,  tt^ther  with  officers 
of  the  army  and  navy.  That  part  relating  to 
an  astronomer,  or  rather  the  employment  of 
dvil  characters,  was  ahoUshed  in  tbe  year  1818. 

Two  methods  were  recommended  for  tbe  snr- 


[iut,  issa. 

vey  of  the  coast,  under  the  act  of  1807,  and,  in 
his  opinion,  the  wrong  one  was  adopted ;  that 
is,  one  by  measuring  a  series  of  triangles  all 
along  the  coast,  conn^^ng  by  them  the  princi- 
pal points,  and  ctJIed  a  triangnlation :  the  other, 
that  of  asoertdnlng  all  the  prindpal  pcnnta  by 
the  use  of  ohronometera  and  astronomical  obser* 
vationa,  and  technically  called  the  chronometric 
mode.  The  triangumion  mode  was  adopted, 
and  after  being  continued  for  ten  years,  and  at 
an  expense  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  so  little  bad  been  aoconiplisfaed,  that 
Congress  put  a  stop  to  it,  and  wisely,  too,  for 
it  would  have  been  almost  an  endless  work,  and 
would  have  expended  for  tbe  nation  several 
millions  of  doDars.  Indeed,  sud  be,  it  would 
have  taken  almost  a  century  to  complete  it, 
judging  from  the  progress  that  was  made  dur- 
ing tiie  ten  years  that  it  was  continued,  and 
from  the  progress  which  other  nations  have 
made  In  dmilar  works.  Both  the  EogUah  and 
the  French  began  thdrs  in  1789 :  the  fcwmer. 
was  not  finished  until  1890,  and  the  latter  is 
not  yet  completed.  The  triangnlation  of  Ire- 
land be^an  in  1B86 ;  and  by  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  in  1881,  it  appears  thst.  only  about 
one-third  part  was  finished.  If  the  law  of  1807 
should  be  revived  without  limitation,  it  wcold 
bring  this  burden  again  upon  us. 

The  reasons  why  the  bill  ought  not  to  be 
adopted,  as  it  now  stands,  are,  that  a  correct 
knowledge  of  our  coasts  may  be  obtained  in  a 
much  shorter  time,  and  at  very  moderate  ex- 
pense,  by  adopting  the  chronomebrie  mode.  It 
IS  weU  known,  doabtlesa,  to  all  the  members  of 
this  Hoose,  that  verj  great  improvwnenta  have 
taken  place  in  the  making  of  clmmometers, 
within  these  twenty-five  years,  lliia  mode  of 
ascertaining  points  and  places  of  a  coast  has 
been  nraotised  with  very  great  accuracy  in  Eu- 
rope by  the  English,  French,  and  Bnsaians,  in 
all  their  late  surveys;  the  accuracy  in  combi- 
nation with  astronomical  observations  is  not 
surpassed  by  any  other  mode  in  ascertaining 
the  position  of  places.  It  has  been  employed 
to  correct  the  triaogulations,  and  succesaf^'Uy, 
having  detected  an  error  of  five  seconds  in  time 
of  longitude  in  all  the  stationary  points  in  the 
teiangulation  of  Enghmd. 

The  ooaat  snrvey,  said  Ifr.  W.,  will  not  be 
onnpleted,  if  the  method  cf  triangolation  is 
agiJn  adopted,  under  sixty  ^eara,  and  that, 
too,  at  an  expense  of  many  millions  of  dcdlara, 
and  our  navigating  interest  will  derive  no  earth- 
ly benefit  from  it  whatever  during  all  that  time, 
whereas,  if  the  chronometrical  mode  should  be 
adopted,  (and  he  hoped  the  committee  would 
propose  an  amendment  to  the  biil  to  that  effect 
when  it  shall  have  been  reported  to  tbe  House,) 
it  may  be  completed  In  five  years,  and  the  re- 
sults will  be  of  use  immediately  to  the  commer- 
cial and  shipping  interest  of  our  country.  There 
are  already  several  accurate  sorreya  of  tiie 
coast,  and  aU  tiiat  is  now  reqoired  ia  to  examine 
the  urbora  and  different  iueta,  u  also  all  Ute 
ptinoipal  lif^thonsea,  oapeoi  and  beadlandik 
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The  bWa  wore  wvendly  repcnrted  to  the 
House.* 

The  Tarif—S^uction  ^  Dutu9~Bxp&nM$  of 

^  Qomnmmt. 

The  Honse  agi^  vent  Into  oommittee  on  the 
tariff  bill. 

Mr.  Afplxton  moved  to  amend  it  by  strikiDg 
out  the  first  section ;  which  motion  being  de- 
batable, be  proceeded  to  address  the  Hooae  at 
length  in  replj  to  Mr.  MoDnmB. 

Mr.  Applbton  said  it  was  with  great  diffi- 
dence that  he  addressed  himself  to  the  commit- 
tee, in  reply  to  the  eloquent  speech  of  the  hon- 
orable genueinan  from  Sonth  Oarulina ;  bat  it 
ooold  not  have  escaped  the  notioe  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  that  gentleman  had  tbonjo^t  proper 
to  make  the  application  of  his  argoment  so  per- 
sonal to  him,  (Mr.  A.,)  and  to  mue  his  appeals 
to  him  as  representing  a  monafactnriiiff  interest, 
aodireoL  thathebadno  choice  but  to  tuow  him- 
self cm  tneir  indolgenoe.  It  ifl  true,  said  Mr.  A., 
Ihat,  as  a  rcniresentative  of  a  district  deeply  in- 
terested in  this  qnesUon,  I  had  supposed  that  it 
might  become  my  duty,  at  some  period  of  the 
debate,  to  take  a  part  in  it  But,  so  far  as  per- 
sonal oonuderations  are  concerned,  I  should  have 
pr^eired  to  have  done  it'  under  circmnstances 
which  would  not  have  brooght  me  so  imme- 
diately in  contrast  with  the  distinguished  gen- 
tleman fVom  South  Oarollna ;  and  I  might,  pos- 
sibly, have  shrunk .  from  the  attempt,  but  for 
the  conviction  that  the  advantages  which  that 
gentleman  possesses^  in  the  command  of  lan- 
guage, and  the  graces  and  power  of  oratory,  are 
oomiterbalanoed  by  the  drcomstance  that  they 
have  been  pnt  in  reqnmtion  to  sustain  a  posi- 
tion fundamentally  false:  whilst  to  me  remains 
the  easier  task  of  defending  the  truth,  which, 
in  the  words  of  the  poet,  "  needs  no  flowers  of 
speech." 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Sooth  Caro- 
lina placed  himself  at  my  nde  as  a  rival  mann- 
fiicturer,  and  chaiges  me  with  robbery  and  plun- 
der, for  the  purpose  of  destroying  his  compe- 
tition. He  inquires  by  what  right  I  clum  thus 
to  deprive  him  of  hii  property,  and,  in  the  im- 
passioned tones  which  indicate  a  deep  convic- 
tion <tf  ii^Joiy  snstuned,  demands  of  me  Justice. 
I  asBore  that  honorable  gjenUeman  that  I  am 
wholly  nnoonsoions  of  having  dcme  him  wrong. 
I  am  not  aware  tA  having  any  thing  of  hb  m 
my  possession,  and  am  most  ready,  if  I  can,  to 
do  him  ample  justice.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  rec- 
ognize him  in  his  assumed  character  of  manu- 
facturer ;  I  meet  him  here  in  the  character  in 
which  he  has  presented  himself  in  this  debate 
— an  expounder  of  political  economy. 

It  most  be  apparent,  Mr.  Ohairman,  that  the 
question  of  the  tariff,  as  connected  with  the  bill 
on  your  table,  and  the  accompanying  report  of 

*  Itli  tfrontjr^flra  jean  ilnm  tU«  ipffMlt  wm  dellrered: 
tb*  MragilatbNi  method  of  snmy  hu  bean  cmttnaed,  ud 
tlMaM»aBdeoit«f  tke  of  nrvejIiiKtlieooMtBtrftbe 
United  8MMN«  to  laTMttlwipMah  with  tlw  dnneter 
erpaphMT. 
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the  Oommittee  <hF  Ways  and  Means,  so  eloquent- 
ly explained  and  enforced  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  tL6  chairman 
<A.  that  committee,  assumes  a  character  alto- 
gether new  in  this  Honse.  It  is  not  a  question 
of  the  general  ex|>ediency  of  a  system  of  pro- 
tection to  domestic  manufactures;  it  is  not 'a 
question  of  modification  or  improvement  of  the 
tariff;  it  presents  the  naked  question,  whether 
a  Byabem  of  protection,  fbunded  on  impost  du- 
ties, is  at  war  with  the  eternal  principles  of  jus- 
tice, and  should,  oonseqiiuitty,  be  abandoned. 

We  have,  during  the  last  few  years,  heard 
great  complaint  of  the  unequal  operation  of  the 
tariff  upon  different  sections  of  the  country, 
with  no  distinct  explanation  of  the  nature  of 
this  inequality. 

The  Fniladelphia  convention  of  the  last  sum- 
mer, in  their  address  to  the  people,  make  bitter 
complaints  of  the  inequality,  oppression,  and 
injustice  <^  the  tariff,  bat  witbont  the  slightest 
spedfication  of  the  mode  and  manner  in  which 
this  inequality  and  iniustioe  are  brought  about. 
The  charge  tMT  inequality  is,  in  U/Ay  completely 
neutralised  by  the  allegaticm  that  "  the  «ystem 
operates  wiui  an  iqjiuioiis  inflnenee  m  tiie 
several  intereatsof  affnoultnre,  navigation,  com- 
merce, l^e  meolumio  artc^  and  even  on  mann- 
factures  themselves ;  "  whilst  all  the  reasoning 
of  the  address  goes  to  show  its  injurioDs  opera* 
tion  upon  all  ohisses,  and  upon  alfinterecits. 

At  length,  however,  the  mystery  is  solved. 
The  report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  explains  the  whole  matter,  and  exhibits 
to  us  the  proce9s  by  which  the  tariff  is  made  to 
blast  and  wither  the  fair  fields  of  the  South, 
whilst  scattering  plenty  and  wealth  over  the 
Middle  and  Nortiiem  States  of  the  Union.  The 
notable  discovery  has  been  made,  that  an  im- 
post duty  is  not,  as  heretiirfbre  supposed^  a  tax 
upon  the  consumers  of  tiie  oommoditiea  on 
which  it  is  levied,  but  fUla,  excltfsively,  on  the 
ori^Utal  producers  <tf  the  exports  ^ven  in  ex- 
change for  the  imported  commodities ;  and,  in* 
asmuoh  as  the  exporta  of  the  United  States  are 
composed,  mostly,  of  the  articles  of  cotton,  rice, 
and  tobacco,  the  productions  of  the  South,  the 
tax  levied  on  imports  imposes  a  very  unequal 
harden  on  the  planters  of^  the  Southern  States, 
the  producers  (n  those  articles  of  export.  How- 
ever extraordinary  it  may  be,  this  proposition 
has  been  brought  before  this  House,  under  tiie 
sanction  of  one  of  its  most  important  commit- 
tees, as  an  established  tenth,  on  the  faith  of 
which,  and  in  obedimoe  to  its  requisitions,  we 
are  called  upon  to  abandon  a  long-estahlidied 
system  of  tmlioy,  at  whatever  sacrifice  of  the 
property  of  indinduals. 

As  a  speonlative  opinion  it  not  altogether 
new.  The  distinguished  gentieman  from  South 
Carolina  is  well  Iniown  as  its  author  or  discov- 
erer, and  he  has  stated  to  the  committee  that 
be  proclaimed  it  in  this  House  something  more 
than  two  years  aao.  I  well  remember  its  first 
promulgation,  and  that  it  cai^t  my  attention 
as  a  mere  oorioei^ — an  idfo  and  harmless 
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qweolatioB ;  but,  to  my  atter  astonishment, 
under  the  fostering  oare  of  its  aatbor,  this  dia- 
rega^ed  opinion  bss  been  made  to  assome  form 
and  oonBisteno&  nntU  it  has  found  its  way 
within  these  walls,  noder  tiie  high  sanction  of 
an  elaboratod  report  under  oironmstances  and  in 
a  character  of  appalling  interest,  and  threatoi- 
iag  nothing  less  than  the  integrity  of  the  Union. 
Kegarding  it,  as  I  do,  as  a  propoidtion  totally 
false— nay,  more,  as  a  miserable  fallacy,  hardly 
worthy,  in  itseU;  of  aeriou  argnmeot— t  cannot 
be  insennUe  to  the  powwof  tiut  geDtoa  which 
notim^  baa  been  aue 

"To  c^Te  to  dry  nothing 
A  loeil  habitation  and  a  nsme," 

but  to  persuade  a  very  oonriderable  aeetim  of 
tiie  oountry  not  only  of  the  absolute  truth  of 
the  proposition  Itael^  but  to  have  wrought  up 
their  mmds  to  brave  all  the  honroia  of  dlsunimi 
or  a  civil  war  ia  support  of  it. 

Mi.  Chairman,  let  us  inquire  Into  this  matter. 
Tbe  amouQt  pud  into  the  Treasnry  fw  Impost 
is  »  tax  fidling  upon  snnebody ;  all  taxea  are 
leried  opim  the  proper^  <rf  Bc»ne  one.  IMreot 
taves  ecnne  out  <n  the  {mmerfy  cn  which  they 
are  levied ;  the  owner  of  the  proper^  taxed 
has  no  eso^w  from  a  direct  contribution.  An 
impost  is  an  indirect  tax,  and  the  payment  of  it 
ia  a  vc^ontary  matter  on  the  part  of  the  person 
paying.  The  impost  dut^  is  incorporated  in  the 
price  of  the  commodity  imported,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  ataxdepeudson  the  fsuit  of  apundiase ; 
t^e  dn^,  therefore,  foils  neoasaarily  upon  tbe 
oonsumer  who  is  the  last  purchaser.  The  im- 
portaticai  <tf  goodi  anl^eat  to  impost  is  made  by 
A  distiiwt  cuMi-  the  merohanta ;  they  pay  no 
part  of  tbe  tax,  beoaue  they  make  no  importa- 
tiflu  but  with  a  view  to  pn^t :  no  one  makes 
an  importation  but  with  the  belief  and  expecta- 
tion that  the  otomnodity  imported  will  sell  for 
a  prioe  whicii  'shaU  include  at  least  the  original 
cost,  tJie  duty  of  impost,  and  all  other  charges, 
witJi  some  profit  to  himself.  Should  this  ex- 
pectation be  disappointed,  he  is  at  liberty  to 
send  his  oonmiodity  to  any  other  market,  with- 
out being  afibcted  by  the  duty,  siuce  that  is, 
in  that  case,  returned  to  him  in  the  way  of  a 
drawbai^. 

Impost  duties  are,  thereftcm,  taxea  upon  the 
consumption  of  the  county.  The  line  <j£  ous- 
tcxn-honses  may  be  oondured  as  a  barrier,  or 
wall,  sepmting  each  oountry  from  the  great 
general  market  of  the  woiid.  Within  that  en- 
olosore  the  price  of  every  article  of  imported 
merchandise  indodes  the  prioe  in  the  general 
market  of  the  world,  toother  witii  the  duty 
imposed  on  it  in  that  particular  country. 

It  is  undoubtedly  tJ*ne  that  the  addition  of  a 
duty  may,  and  often  will,  lessen  the  consump- 
tion of  a  commodity,  and  thns  affect  the  forei^ 
producer  or  manu&oturer.  It  may  compel  him 
to  reduce  the  price  more  or  less,  even  to  an 
amount  e^oaL  to  the  dnt^  imposed,  or  to  reduce 
the  quantity,  or  to  abandon  the  prodaotioD  id- 
together,  aooording  to  oiroomsUnoea.  Thus 
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the  tariff  on  woolleus  in  this  country  may,  and 
nndoubtedly  does,  affect  the  manufacture  <rf 
woollens  in  England ;  bul  to  make  out  the  case, 
that  our  duty  on  woollens  reduces  the  price  fji 
cotton  in  South  Carolina,  requires  an  eflfort  of 
the  imagination  quite  beyond  my  comprehenaiott. 

We  are  next  told,  lb*.  Cbainnu,  that  Eng- 
land cannot  take  our  cotton  unless  we  take  her 
manu£u4nres.  That  tiie  ^fflcultj  oi  maldng 
p^ment  has  reduced  the  price  <»  oott<m  two 
oents  a  pound,  beoauiw  the  planter  bnng  obl^ed 
to  bring  hnne  apede,  Uie  ^ect  is  to  depredate 
the  value  <k  specie  in  the  United  States,  whilst 
the  same  cause  tends  to  enhance  its  value  in 
Qreat  Britain.  The  consequence  is,  that  the 
cotton  which  the  planter  seUa,  is  sdd  at  the  low 
price  resulting  from  the  deamess  of  specie 
abroad,  whilst  all  his  supplies  are  purchased  at 
the  high  prices  resulting  from  an  abundazKie 
and  depreoiatum  in  the  v^ue  of  qiede  at  hom^ 
the  combined  effect  of  which  is  equal  to  a  de- 
duotioq  oi  two  cents  a  pound  on  the  price 
his  cotton. 

Before  ^irmMng  the  theory  on  which  this 

is  founded,  and  the  prooeae  which  it  is 
hrondlit  about,  I  cannot  but  be  stmok  with  the 
singularity  of  the  drcumstanoe  tliat  it  should 
be  bronght  forward  at  the  present  time.  One 
would  suppose  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
bring  forward  this  argomoit  when  t^ere  was 
some  indication  of  an  approximation,  at  least, 
to  a  state  of  things  bearing  swne  resemblance 
to  the  case  sappoaed. 

The  evil  e^cts  of  a  redandance  of  spede  in 
consequence  of  the  importations  of  that  artide 
firom  Ent^and.  oould  hardly  have  been  expected 
to  have  been  Drought  forward  at  a  time  wten, 
for  nearly  a  twelvemonth,  our  banks  have  ben 
pouring  out  their  specie,  to  pay  our  balances  to 
England,  to  a  degree  of  exhaustion  whidi  haa 
required  a  contraction  of  the  currency  to  an  ex- 
tent which  has  produoed  very  oondderable  em- 
barrassment in  tJbie  commercial  dtaes,  and  a 
great  reduction  in  the  prioe  of  commodities. 
We  have  latdy  had  laid  on  oar  tables  a  state- 
ment from  tite  Treasury  Department  of  tbe 
amount  of  oar  imports  from,  and  exports  to, 
the  British  European  porta  during  ^e  year 
ending  80th  September  last,  one  of  which  I  bold 
in  my  hand,  showing  the  amount  of  the  former 
to  be  4i,2M,2M  doUars,  and  of  the  latter,  84,- 
084,802  dollara ;  making  an  axoeas  of  muports 
over  exports  d  nearly  eleven  ivUmhis  of  doflan ; 
nearly  two  milUona  tbe  expostt  i^ipearing  to 
have  been  in  spede. 

On  the  gronndof  apprehennonfbrthefhtm^ 
it  would  not  have  been  surprising  if  some  argu- 
ment of  the  sort  had  been  bronght  forwud, 
were  it  proposed  to  extend  a  prohibitory  tariff 
to  every  artide  of  foreign  prodnction.  Bat  it 
does  seem  to  me  most  singularly  ill-timed,  ia 
referenoe  to  the  avowed  policy  of  the  frisods 
of  tbe  protective  systrai,  which  proposes  a 
general  rednetion  of  duties,  opening  wide  the 
door  of  inqKurtation,  a  graual  extrasion  of  in- 
ward oommeroe^  with  toe  nn^  enx^rtioaofB 

Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


708 


Hat,  188S.] 

few  murafactons  uid  products,  fm  which  the^ 
claim  the  protection  of  the  established  system. 
In  this  state  of  things,  can  any  thing  be  more 
preposteroos  than  nuldng  it  a  question  whether 
England  can  pay  xa  for  those  of  onr  products 
for  which  she  nas  ooeasion  ? 

London  is  the  banking-hoase  of  the  world. 
A  sale  of  ootton,or  other  commoditiefl,  payable 
in  the  currency  of  London,  gives  to  the  party 
making  BQch  sale  the  power  oi  pnrcha^ng  with 
it  every  production  iu  every  part  ct  the  world. 
It  is  a  poww  asnnivWBil  aBooiiiniaoe,a8  wide 
as  the  globe. 

Onr  trade  with  Ohina,  Java,  India,  Oaba,  and 
tiie  Brazils,  in  which  we  purchase  mnch  more 
than  we  sell,  is,  in  a  great  measure,  carried  on 
by  credits  on  Londim. 

I  have  been  ftamished  with  an  estimate,  on 
which  I  have  perfect  reliance,  of  the  amount  of 
bills  on  London  negotiated  in  our  trade  with 
those  counUies  during  the  last  year,  amounting 
to  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
npwuds  of  half  b«ang  done  in  ports  beyond  the 
dape  of  Good  Hope.  Our  trade  wlt^  all  those 
oonntriea,  therefore,  flmdshes  us  an  exchange 
ibrtheprodnotlonBofaie  planting  States  shipped 
to  Enfpand,  as  direct  and  eflbctual  as  the  impor- 
taticoi  at  wiUens  and  cottons  fnnn  Uverpool. 

The  American  system  originated,  perhaps,  as 
maoh  as  in  any  thing,  in  the  endeavor  to  coon- 
teraot  the  constant  tendency  of  our  relations 
and  tmd»  with  England  to  create  balances 
ag^nst  us,  which  most  be  paid  in  sperae.  The 
payment  of  these  l>alanoes,  in  this  mode,  afiects 
the  bank  circulation,  occasions  a  contraction  of 
the  currency,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  a 
scarcity  of  money — a  state  of  things  which 
checks  all  industry,  and  embarrasses  all  trade, 
more  or  less,  according  to  the  d^ree  of  the  in- 
tensity <rf  the  iwesBore. 

This  Is  the  necessary  state  of  things  between 
a  mannfoebiring  nation  and  an  agrioutural  one. 
The  manufactnrftd  are  offered  on  wedit,  and 
agrienltorists,  individnally,  and  in  the  mass,  are 
very  apt  to  take  freely  the  credit  offered  them, 
until  me  necessity  of  payment  imposes  the  salu- 
tary and  necessary  check.  With  all  our  ad- 
vances in  manufaoCores,  it  will  be  a  long  time, 
if  it  ever  arrive,  before  we  shall  take  of  her 
immediate  productions  a  less  amount  than  she 
will  take  of  ours.  The  tendeni^,  thna  fiv ,  has 
been  wholly  the  other  way. 

The  whole  question  of  the  eflbot  oi  the  tariff 
on  the  prodaotion  of  the  cotton  planter  is  re- 
solved mto  the  inqidry  whethw  It  doea,  in  ftwt, 
lessen  the  oonsnmptuni  of  cattaa.  Because, 
without  doing  so,  it  la  tnoonortvaUe  that  it 
^ould  in  any  w«r  diminiah  ita  price.  It  will 
not  be  pretended  that  more  mannfiictures  of 
cotton  would  be  consmned  In  the  United  States 
if  the  manufactnre  were  carried  on  wholly  in 
England. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  the 
consumption  of  American  cotton  In  the  United 
States  is  greatiy  increased  in  consequence  of 
fiu  eataUuhmcnt  of  the  mannftotora  in  this 
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country;  the  question,  thtfefore,  is,  whether 
other  parts  of  the  wotm  nae  fewer  manufactures 
of  cotton  in  consequence  of  our  protecting  du- 
ties on  woollens,  oottons,  and  iron.  To  me  it 
is  wholly  inconceivable  that  any  such  effect 
can  be  produced.  How  does  our  tariff  abridge, 
in  the  slighteBt  degree,  the  ability  of  any  nation 
under  heaven  to  oonsome  cottons! 

It  may,  perh^>s,  be  owing  to  obtuseness  of 
mind,  but  I  cannot  find,  in  tite  various  illustra- 
tions of  the  theory  made  by  the  g^itleman  from 
Sonth  Oandina,  any  ^v[woaibh  to  Uiat  demon- 
stration which  he  so  confidently  womised  n»— 
any  thing  like  practical  troth.  The  whole  ap< 
pears  to  me  a  tissue  of  sophistries,  ingeniouuy 
pnt  t<»ether,  and  ahowing,  in  the  gentieman 
himself  some  portiim,  at  least,  of  that  halluci- 
nation of  mind  which  be  attributes  so  fireely  to 
all  who  ref^  assent  to  them. 

The  fact  is,  mea.  of  genius,  who  give  them- 
selves up  to  abstruse  speculations  on  any  sul^eet^ 
are  very  liable  to  fall  into  gross  errors  in  ^ply- 
ing their  deductions  as  nDes  in  practical  life. 
This  is  partioululy  true  in  the  stndy  of  political 
economy,  tbe  most  ab^znse  of  all  snfajeots.  It 
may  be  defined  tike  sdence  oi  ultimate  tendeiL- 
oies ;  and  the  mom  remote  sad  leoondite  tiie 
tendency,  the  greater  the  merit  of  the  discov- 
ery. As  a  striking  example  of  this,  I  ^fdl 
quote  Dr.  HoOolloch,  the  present  prcKfessor  of 
political  economy  in  the  University  of  London, 
and  the  Magnus  Apollo  of  the  sdhool  of  ultra 
free  trade.  In  the  following  oat  what  be  con- 
siders a  most  important  discovery  of  Mr.  Ri- 
oardo,  to  wit,  that  unoe  commodities  are  made 
up  of  the  profits  of  capital,  and  the  wages  of 
labor,  and  the  effect  of  a  rise  in  one  of  these 
elements  is  not  to  increase  the  price  of  the  com- 
modity, but  to  depress  the  otner  element,  he 
percMves  that  it  necesuirily  ft^wa  that  tiie 
tendency  of  a  rise  of  wages  wiU  be  to  increase 
the  use  of  machinery,  and  so,  eventoally,  to  in- 
crease the  quantity  of  those  commodities  whiA 
are  produced  by  machinery,  and,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  to  rednoe  tiieir  price. 

I  refer  those  who  are  curious  in  these  matters 
to  the  dxth  section  in  the  third  part  of  McOal- 
loch's  "  Principles  of  Political  Economy,"  and 
shall  content  myself  with  reading  his  practical 
application  of  them,  fhim  an  article  on  the  cot- 
ton manufacture  in  the  Edinburgh  Review  for 
June,  1827j  avowedly  written  oj  Dr.  MoOnl- 
loch.  In  discussing  the  qnestiw  how  far  the 
cotton  manufacture  in  En^and  was  in  dangw 
of  suffering  by  the  onmietition  of  France,  on 
account  of  the  wages  ana  taxes  bring  there  so 
much  lower,  he  uses  this  language :  "  But,  ad- 
mitting, tor  tlw  sake  of  illastratioiu  for  we  be* 
lieve  the  fiaet  to  be  otherwise,  that  labor  is 
really  cheaper  in  France  than  in  En^and,  it 
will  not  require  any  very  elaborate  argument 
to  show  that  this  obcumstance  cannot,  of  itself, 
lay  our  cotton  mannfaoturers  under  any  disad- 
vantage, as  compared  with  those  of  France,  or 
any  (Aher  country.  We  adnut  that  it  seun^ 
at  first  al|^t»8affidflntiy-  paradoxioal  to  affirm 
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that  an  increase  of  wages  has  a  tendency  to 
rednce  the  price  of  all  that  class  of  commodities 
which,  like  cottons,  and  many  other  species  of 
mannfftctaTed  goods,  are  produced  ohi^  hy 
the  fdd  of  matuineiy.  But  the  paradox  is  onlj 
in  appesranoe ;  and  a  very  small  degree  of  at- 
tenaon  will  conyinoe  any  we  at  ul  familiar 
with  such  iarestigations,  that  the  propositioa  is 
aa  undeniable  as  it  is  important."  After  ex- 
plaining the  prinoiple,*he  adds:  *'This  princi- 
ple shows  o(mcliislTely  that,  instead  of  our 
high  wages  laying  oar  cotton  msnafactarera 
onder  any  disadvantage,  as  compared  with 
foreigners,  their  effect  most  be  distinctly  and 
oompletely  the  reverse.  The  idea  that  hi^ 
wages  can  ctot  be  injnrioas  to  the  commerce 
of  a  coontry,  is,  therefore,  ^nite  imagiDary. 
lliey  tend,  indeed,  to  give  its  mdnstry  a  peca- 
liar  Dias  and  direction,  but  that  is  all  fr,  on 
tiie  one  hand,  they  ruse  the  value  of  oertain 
desoripticoM  «  otHnmodities,  aod  check  thdr  ex- 
portation cm  the  other  hand,  they  proportionally 
lower  the  valne  of  other  descriptions,  and  fit 
them  tiie  better  flor  the  foreign  market.  Onr 
mannfbctnrers  may,  therefore,  be  of  good  cheer." 

I  commend  tiiis  theory  to  the  especial  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  8onth  Carolina,  as 
a  counterpart  to  his  own ;  better  supported  by 
all  the  forms  of  reasoning,  bnt  eqaally  false  as 
a  matter  of  practical  ^plication.  The  honora- 
ble gentleman  ftom  South  Carolina  informed 
the  committee  that  the  discovery  that  duties  on 
imports  were  equivalent  to  a  tax  upon  exports, 
originated  with  himself  something  more  than 
two  years  ago;  that,  on  its  promulgation,  it 
was  booted  and  laughed  at.  But  he  had  since 
discovered  that  by  a  singolar  coincidence,  the 
same  idea  had  been  promulgated  about  the 
same  period,  by  a  very  eminent  political  econo- 
mist, Professor  Senior,  of  the  University  of  Ox- 
ford ;  and  he  read  ns  an  extract  from  one  of  the 
three  lectures  on  wages  pnblished  by  that  gen- 
tleman, containing,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect, 
the  following  idea :  "That  every  prohibition  of 
importation  is  a  prohibition  of  exportation;  that 
every  restriction  on  tiie  importation  of  French 
aUks  ia  a  reatriotion  on  exportation  ctf  those 
artidea  with  which  those  silks  would  have  been 
ptmhased." 

It  so  hwpeued,  that,  in  tiie  course  of  the  last 
snmmer,  tAiese  three  lectures  of  Mr.  Senior  fell 
in  my  way,  and  X  looked  throngh  them,  with- 
oat  lusoovering  the  new  princi^e  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  &onth  Carolina ;  neltlier  do  I  per- 
ceive it  now ;  and  I  will  refer  the  gentleman  to 
an  earlier  promulgation  of  the  same  idea,  and  a 
coincidence  still  more  striking  with  the  lan- 
guage used  by  him.  It  is  in  the  Edinburgh  Ke- 
view  for  December,  1838,  in  an  artide  on  the 
American  tariff  attributed  to  the  same  Dr.  Mc- 
Gullocb  whom  I  have  already  quoted,  and  is 
aa  follows :  "  Oommeroe  la  mwely  an  exchange 
of  eqnivalenta,  and  those  who  remae  to  import, 
really,  so  doing,  reftase  to  export.  If  Ameri- 
oa  oetse  to  boy  a  mlllioa^  worth  of  produce 
from  finreignen,  lihe  must,  at  the  aame  time, 


cease  selling  to  them  a  million^s  worth  %A  nut 
other  species  of  produce ;  that  is,  she  mot 
cease  sending  to  tJie  Uxm^^ast  the  artidea  sbe 
had  previom^  been  aoonrtMued  to  export  to 
pay  for  the  artides  obtained  from  luin,  thit 
are^  in  ftatnre,  throng  the  agew?  <tf  the  ]m<- 
hibition,  to  be  raised  at  home.  All,  thmbn^ 
that  she  will  accomplish  by  this  moMire,  viU 
be  the  transferrace  of  capital  from  ooe  bcud 
of  indnstry  to  another.** 

There  is  certainly  nothing  new  in  the  mm 
dation  that  commerce  is  an  exchanse 
alents.  The  idea  was  very  fblly  iUostntedin 
the  very  able  pamphlet  on  the  bollion  questiau. 
published  by  Mr.  Huskisson,  in  1811.  1^ 
idea  would  seem  to  have  been  the  gem 
theory  of  the  gentieman  from  South  Csrolina; 
but  I  do  not  peroeive  that  either  Mr.  Sai'iOTK 
Dr.  McOuUoon  snatain  it  The  gentlemu'su^ 
goment,  as  I  onderriand  iL  put  in  Ae  frantcr 
a  syOc^sm,  stands  thus  :  **AU  commerceisiQ 
exchange  of  equi^ents ;  In^MCts  and  «vaitt 
are,  consequently,  equal  to  each  othtt,  tW- 
fore,  a  tax  upon  imports  &  equivalent  to  a  tu 
upon  exporte.  Now,  these  learned  professoa 
appear  to  me  to  furnish  only  the  mtgor  ind  the 
minor  propositions  of  the  syllogism.  The  roo- 
clnsion  seems  to  belong  to  the  gentleman  froni 
South  Carolina,  and,  according  to  my  logic,  ii 
a  palpable  non  teqtiitur.  I  do  not  see  tlie  cog- 
nection.  Why  or  how  is  a  tax  upon  impoin 
equivalent  to  a  tax  npon  exports!  Becjo.^ 
imports  and  exports  are  of  equal  vahies  I  It  ia 
l>eyond  my  comprehension.  It  is  true  tint  I 
^ven  per  centage  on  equal  sums  will  prodacc 
an  equial  amount  That  a  tax  of  forty  per  cent 
on  imports  is  equal  or  equivaloit,  in  amomt 
to  a  tax  of  forty  per  cent,  on  exports,  b  Ktf- 
evident.  But  to  say  that  it  fsSs  on  the  buim 
parties,  appears  to  me  as  absurd  as  to  uv  the 
estates  of  A,  in  Kassachnsetts,  and  of  E  in 
South  Carolina,  are  equal ;  a  tax  on  A  i&  e^dv- 
alent  to  a  tax  on  B ;  therefore,  B  pays  the  tu 
levied  upon  A.  And  is  it  for  oppression  aaJ 
injustice,  fbund  to  exist  by  snob  a  mode 
reasoning,  that  Sonth  Carolina  is  about  to  Ej- 
oede  from  the  Union  ? 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  stated  lus  nm- 
vietion  that  Boutib  Carolina  will  not  mbmiL 
He  has  even  fixed  the  utmost  period  of  bno- 
during  patience  a£  five  months ;  he  has  giris 
ns  an  cmiinona  intimation  that  tills  may  be  Lis 
last  appearance  in  this  Hall.  Ifr.  dttiraun 
I  am  perfectly  aware  that  this  state  of  eiat6 
ment  exists  in  South  Carolina.  I  betiere  thii 
a  spark  only  is  wanting  to  light  it  into  a  blaze. 
Could  I  bdieve  in  the  proposition  of  the  gaiit- 
man  from  South  Carolina,  I  should  instil  t!ui 
excitement.  I  would  join  Sonth  Oaroliiu  ii 
abolishing  the  tariff  whatever  might  be  tlf 
consequence.  The  gentleman  says,  that  wiilJii 
ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  year^  tlie  worid  wiH  i> 
lost  in  astonishment  that  histheon^shouldenr 
have  been  donbted.  L  mr,  wm  Taitnrc  t 
counter  prophecy,  that  the  astooishmeot  rill 
be  <tf  a  cUfibrent  charaoter—thit  tt  will  be 
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ranked  with  those  delnaons  trhich  should 
teach  mankind  a  mortifjiiig  leaaoii  of  hmuUity. 


KoNDAT,  June  4. 

Virginia  ISUlary  OUi^ 

The  Honae  took  up  the  bill  for  tiw  'Vli^ginia 
cli^nu. 

[Una  Inll  proposed  to  wpropriate  aboat  $600,- 
000  to  ihs  Btate  of  Virginia,  to  reimbarae 
moneys  p{^d  by  her  to'cert^  regimenta  of  the 
Yirginia  line,  which  had,  on  application  bj 
General  Washington,  been  ti:ana'erred  to  the 
eont^ental  service.] 

Mr.  Bakbock,  of  Yii^inia^  went  into  a  brief 
detul  of  the  facts  on  which  the  clum  was 
founded.  He  denied  that  Vir^nia  now  came 
before  the  Honsd  to  ask  the  Government  to 
discharge  the  engagements  she  had  entered  into 
with  her  own  troops.  "Hi,  B.  explained  that, 
as  to  two  of  the  regiments,  they  had  served 
wholly  in  the  oohtinental  service — one  re^- 
ment  at  the  battle  ct  Brandywln&  Hie  other  in 
a  subsequent  battle ;  both  of  which  were  fought 
for  the  preservation  of  PhUadelphifi,  tiien  the 
ci^ital  of  the  United  States.  Another  class 
provided  for  by  the  bill  were  troops  which  bad 
chiefly,  though  not  altogether,  been  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  General  Govemmrait. 
Another  class  were  those  troops  which  had 
been  employed  in  the  oonqnwt  of  the  Western 
country,  and  as  to  whom  the  United  States  bad 
agreed  to  pay  Virginia  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  conquest  or  preservation 
of  that  portion  of  oonntiT.  The  reason  why 
these  clums  had  been  duayed  to  the  present 
^toe  was  tlua :  at  the  okwe  A  the  war,  *  board 
of  officers  was  established  to  disoriminate  as  to 
the  claims.  By  an  act  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Vii^^nia,  claimants  were  allowed  to  go  into  her 
cot^  of  law,  where  she  suffered  herself  to  be 
{m|dicated.  These  claimants  did  so,  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  claims ;  but  the  report  of 
the  board  of  oflioers  being  lost^  the  court  of  ap- 
peals, according  to  the  well-known  role  of  law 
which  requires  that  the  best  evidence  shall  be 
produced  which  a  case  will  admit  o^  decided 
against  these  dums.  The  report  was  after- 
wards fonnd,  and  the  daunants  obtuned  Judg- 
ment against  the  State  of  Vii:ginia  for  remuner- 
ation for  those  BWiioes  which  had  been  render- 
ed, not  to  that  State,  but  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BusToir  of  New  York,  said  that  it  was 
-with  great  diffidence  he  at  any  time  rose  to 
^acufls  a  question  in  this  House,  and  he  was 
peculiar^  unwilling,  at  all  times,  to  oppose  any 
measure  which  was  bron^t  forward  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bab- 
Boim.)  Kothing  bat  a  sense  of  duty  would 
ever  induce  him  to  throw  hlmsdf  upon  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Honse ;  for  he  was  contented, 
on  all  ordinary  occasions,  to  give  his  vote  hon- 
estly and  consclentionsly,  and  leave  it  to  others, 
if  they  choose,  to  search  fw  the  reasons  <tf  his 
conduct,  and  to  put  snoh  oonstmction  up<n  his 
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motives  as  they  might  deem  proper.  But,  as 
he  deemed  the  question  now  before  the  House 
to  be  one  of  great  importance,  not  merely  on 
account  of  the  large  amount  of  the  daim,  but 
because  he  considered  the  prindple  sought  to 
be  established  by  this  bill  of  great  consequence 
to  this  Government,  he  asked  the  attention  of 
the  House  while  he  stated  some  of  the  reasons 
that  would  induce  him  to  vote  against  this  bill. 

It  vrill  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  B.,  that,  at  an 
early  day,  the  oontinental  Congress  took  up  the 
subject  of  allowing  half  pay  to  the  officers  <^ 
the  revolutionary  army  who  should  serve  to  the 
end  of  the  war.  As  early  as  1778,  or  perhaps 
before  that  time,  this  important  subject  was 
brought  before  them,  but  the  resolution  which 
settled  the  principle  of  half  pay  for  life,  was 
not  adopted  until  the  11th  of  August,  1779. 
The  resolution  of  Congress  of  March  22,  1788, 
substituted  five  years'  whole  pay,  instead  of 
half  pi^  for  life,  at  the  request,  or  by  the  «on- 
seut  of  the  officers  entitied  to  ^e  same.  Pre- 
vious to  the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  0cm- 
greea  of  August,  1779,  IJie  State  of  Vir^nia 
took  up  &is  snlnect  and  in  Ma;^,  1779,  passed 
a  law  promimug  half  pay,  during  life,  to  all  the 
officers  of  the  army  who  were  citizens  of  that 
commonwealth,  whether  serving  in  the  Btate 
troops,  or  in  the  continental  line,  provided  Con- 
gress did  not  make  '*  tantamount  provieiim  "  for 
them.  This  law  of  Virginia  was  highly  honor- 
able to  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  who,  in 
anticipation  of  what  Congress  might  do,  had 
thus  made  the  State  liable  to  the  expense  of  half 
pay,  for  life,  to  all  the  officers  of  the  army  who 
were  citizens  of  that  State.  The  very  words 
of  the  act  show  that  it  was  considered  a  State 
bounty,  and  it  was  e^woted  and  intended, 
without  donbt,  that  the  State  should  pay  all 
those  for  whom  Congress  ^d  not  make  "  tanta- 
mount provision ;  "  and  it  could  not  have  been 
anticipated  that  Otmgress  w<mld  go  further  than 
to  provide  for  those  who  were  on  the  conti- 
nental establishment.  This  was  im  act  of  gen- 
erosity on  the  part  of  Vir^piia,  and  the  patri- 
otic Virginians  of  those  tunes  oould  not  have 
expected  Congress  to  provide  for  the  officers  in 
their  State  troops,  who  were  citizens  of  Vir- 
ginia, without  providing  for  the  officers  in  tbe 
State  line  of  other  States.  Oongresa  did  pro- 
vide^ as  was  expected,  for  the  officers  of  the 
oontmental  army,  and  consequent^  relieved 
Vii^nia  tnm.  tiie  p^ment  <w  the  <^Bon8  ttf 
that  State  who  were  on  the  oontinentBl  eBt»b- 
lishment. 

I  will  not  rater  into  a  discussion  of  t^e  claim 
wMoh  the  officers  of  the  State  troops  of  Vir- 

f'nia  might  have  had  upon  that  Statk  nor  will 
inquire  how  or  why  it  has  happened  that  she 
has  kept  those  officers  out  of  their  promised  re< 
ward  for  half  a  centuiy.  Her  law  of  May,  1779, 
ought  not  to  have  been  misunderstood.  I 
know,  however,  that  it  has  been  evaded,  under 
a  pretence  that  those  ofQoers  did  not  serve  to 
the  end  of  the  war.  It  un>ear8  evident  to  me, 
however,  that  the        of^  those  offioers  jxfoa 
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yirginia  wss  fomided  in  jnBtioe,  and,  m  they 
were  not  disdiArged  nntil  Febraaiy,  178S,  they 
had  good  riflht  to  Boppoee  they  had  aerred  to 
the  end  of  toe  war,  altbough  the  deftoite  treaty 
of  peace  was  not  ratified  till  some  time  after. 

The  laws  of  Viiipnia  haring  permitted  private 
oitizens  to  oommenoe  snitB  agfuiut  the  State,  it 
seema  that  some  of  the  officers,  or  their  repre- 
aentatiTea,  ban  iMently  eonunouwd  sidta  for 
the  half  pay  prondaed  hy  the  aet  of  H(^, 
and  her  ooorta  hare  de^ed  that  the  State  la 
bound  to  pay  thoee  oUUma.  The  amount  ap- 
propriated by  the  bill  before  the  Honae  ia  a  lit- 
Ue  more  than  (400,000;  but  I  believe  the 
whole  amoDDt,  aa  lUted  by  the  agent  of  the 
State  of  Virginia  in  Ids  memorial,  la  somewhat 
mom  than  $600,000. 

I  have  oonaidered  the  act  of  Yir^^nia  an  act 
of  generority,  and  highly  creditable  to  that  pa- 
triotic State,  and  I  cannot  believe  that  those 
who  passed  that  law  ever  intended  to  make  it 
the  foondatioiL  of  *  claim  npon  the  Qovem- 
ment  of  the  Union.  Other  States  of  this  Union 
have  passed  sfmilar  sets  of  generaritgr,  and  have 
carried  them  into  eflbcL  and  hsve  theiiisdves 
provided  the  meau^  withont  ever  even  dream- 
ing of  calling  npon  the  Qeneral  Oovemm«it  to 
indemnifir  them.  The  State  of  South  Carolina 
has  a  penMon  list  of  revolutionary  soldiers  who 
are  paid  under  her  own  State  laws,  and  out  of 
her  State  treasury.  Pennsylvania  pays  annually 
in  pensions  to  the  soldiers  of  her  Nate  line  more 
thw  $20,000,  and  has  also  given  bounties  in  lands 
to  a  large  amount  Have  South  Carolina  and 
Fainsylvania  asked  remuneration  at  your  handsf 
They  certainly  have  as  good  reason  to  do  so  as 
the  State  vir(^iia  has,  in  the  case  now  be- 
fiffe  na.  New  Tork^  rir,  hasezoeeded  evwy 
State  in  the  Union  hi  her  munifioence  to  the 
■oldiws  of  the  revolaticm.  Has  not  that  State 
aet  apart  the  fidreat  portion  of  her  lands— the 
very  garden  of  her  poaseailonB,  to  her  scddiers 
who  longht  the  battles  of  the  country  t  Has 
she  asked  this  Govermnent  to  indemniiy  her 
for  these  acts  of  generosity  and  munifioence  to 
tiiose  who  served  their  country  in  her  greatest 
peril!  Should  the  State  of  Kew  Tork  (al- 
though the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent  here)  ask  this  Government  to 
indemnify  her  for  expenses  incurred  by  her  own 
acts  ct  genarod^,  I  would  be  among  the  first 
to  <mpoBB  her  daim.  I  would  to  her, 
"  perform  joar  own  poMotlo  pronuaea,  and  not 
aaeriflee  the  honor  yon  have  aoqoired  by  ao- 
oepting  a  remuneration  fh>m  others." 

Besides,  the  accounts  of  the  different  States 
with  each  other  and  with  Clongress  during  the 
war  of  the  revolution,  were  long  since  disposed 
of  and  settied.  The  law  of  Ooogresa  of  1790 
directed  the  appointment  of  commisedoners  to 
settle  all  these  claims.  The  law  barred  all  ac- 
counts not  adjusted  and  allowed  by  the  several 
States  previous  to  the  year  1788.  Those  oom- 
misdoners  did  adjust  the  accounts  of  all  the 
^atea  upon  Just  and  equitable  principles.  Those 
aooonnti^  sir,  oonnsted  of  mon«yi  advanced; 


pay  and  subdstenoe  of  the  soldiers  of  the  State 
troops  and  n^tia;  munitions  of  war;  camp 
equipage,  and  every  other  neoeesary  advance 
nude  by  the  several  States  in  support  of  tiie 
oommon  oanse.  All  these  expenses  and  ad- 
vances were  allowed  and  settlea. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentncky,  (Mr.  Wioklot^)  i  can  only 
say,  that,  in  my  judgment^  this  tuaim  now  bM 
up  by  the  State  of  V&ginia,  if  it  had  been  made 
at  that  tiuM^  voold  not  have  been  allowed.  It 
was  o£  a  veiy  different  ilature  tnm.  thoee  daims 
whidi  were  allowed.  It  grew  cot  of  a  State 
law — a  mere  act  of  State  generosi^,  and  wu 
no  part  of  the  necessary  expenses  for  the  ctHn- 
moQ  defence.  They  could  not  have  flowed 
half  pay  to  tiie  officers  of  the  Yirigima  State 
line  without  mif^^'^g  the  same  rule  BpjAj  to  all 
the  States. 

The  geotiemjui  from  Yirgiida  (Mr.  Bubovk) 
tells  you  that  these  re^mraits  of  the  8tM«  line 
of  the  State  of  Virginia  were  l»ave ;  that  they 
fooc^t  mai^  impOTtaot  batttea  In  defteea  m 
the  wbtde  oonntiT,  and  not  mer^  in  dcAnee 
<tfth«  State  of  Virghiia.  I  agree  with  him  that 
the  soldiers  of  that  patriotic  State  vera  hrav^ 
and  that  they  fought  for  the  common  dcfiuioe 
of  the  whoie  country ;  but  did  not  the  State 
troops  and  militia  of  the  other  States  fi^t 
also  for  the  wh<de  country,  and  for  the  oommoe 
cause  t  Did  not  the  militaa  of  Kew  England 
act  a  oonspionoos  part,  on  many  occasions,  and 
psrticularly  at  the  battle  of  Sanirt«ga  t  And 
have  their  officers  received  half  pay  for  lifs  } 

When  this  bill  was  befinw  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  other  day,  I  took  occarioa  to 
say  that  it  involved  [oindples  nev  anA  un- 
known to  thia  GovemmenL  and  fiiat  no  prece- 
dent for  it  ooald  be  foond  in  onr  laws.  The 
gentieman  from  Ylri^nia  (ICr.  Babboitb)  tittm. 
said,  in  reply,  that  the  prindplea  Mmtainad  in 
this  bill  were  well  settied,  and  that  OcwgreaB 
had,  more  than  onoe  during  the  presuit  seasi<Mi, 
recognize^i  the  same ;  and,  I  beUeve,  he  alluded 
to  the  provision  made  during  the  preaent  see- 
sion  for  the  officers  of  Oolonel  Qibsm'a  regi- 
ment. This  assertion  was  made  witii  so  mndi 
confidence  at  the  time,  that  I  did  not  know  but 
I  might  have  been  mistfd^en  in  the  position  I 
then  took.  But  let  us  examine  the  sub^oct. 
When  a  bill  was  under  consideration,  some  ^me 
ago,  in  this  House,  allowing  five  years*  full 
to  an  tMoer  of  Gibson^B  lemment,  I  then  to^ 
occasion  to  make  stnne  oqjeotitm  to  1h*  hQL 
on  the  ground  that  Gibson's  regiment  beimgeo 
to  the  Virginia  State  line,  and  not  to  the  eon- 
tinental  eetablishment  The  gentieman  tiioi 
assured  the  House  that  Gibeon's  regiment  had 
been  traDsferred  to  the  contioentaJ  line,  in  the 

Slace  of  a  regiment  which  had  been  prinoipally 
estroyed  at  the  battie  of  German  town,  and 
mentioned  a  resolution  or  law  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Vir^nia  making  the  transfer.  He  also 
informed  the  House  that  this  r^ment  had  been 
recognized  at  the  Pension  Office  as  a  eontiiMn- 
tal  reghnen^  and  entitled  to  pwMou  under  Ob 
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act  of  1828.  ThepemsiMiactof  ie28,itwillbe 
recollected,  proTtded  onlj  for  those  who  serred 
doling  the  war  in  the  continental  line,  and 
were  entitled  to  the  boontj  of  eighty  dolluB  hj 
the  reaolDtion  of  Oongreas  of  Maj  16th,  1778, 
in  case  the/  served  to  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
acts  of  the  present  sesnon  of  Oongreea,  there- 
fore, which  prorided  for  certain  omeers  of  Gib- 
«ni*8  regiment,  were  passed  under  tlie  belief 
that  tiiu  n^mei^  vas  in  AkA  a  continental 
regiment.  Bat  it  is  not  pretended  that  ^e  regi- 
ments meatioued  in  tbe  bill  before  as  were 
continental  regimenta. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  gentleman  fnnn  Vir^ 
ginia,  at  well  aa  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory, 
were  mistaken  in  sapposing  that  Gibson's  regi- 
ment was  ever  conndered  by  the  old  Oongreas 
as  a  oontinental  r^ment.  I  can  find  noUiing 
in  the  Joamals  that  goes  to  oonflrm  snch  an 
opinion.  Althongh  ue  head  of  the  Pension 
Office  may  have  decided  in  their  &Tor,  yet  we 
know  also  that  the  dedsions  of  that  officer  have 
not  always  been  satisfactory  when  he  has 
Fleeted  (daima;  and  he  mi7  have  Mnoetfanes 
committed  an  error  in  allowing  daims  which 
wore  not  oititled  to  sooh  a  demrioo.  Kdthtf 
the  reaolntion  oi  Ocugreas  of  Angost,  1779,  nor 
the  aot  Omgress  m  1828,  provided  for  any 
perBODB  exoept  soch  as  served  for  and  "  daring 
the  war,"  or  nad  become  snpemomerary  by  the 
oonsdldation  of  the  army  on  the  ls£  of  January, 
1780.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  if 
Gibecm's  regiment  was  ever  placed  on  the  con- 
tinental eetablisbment,  it  did  not  continue  on 
diat  establiahment  until  the  end  of  the  war.  It 
was  discharged  in  October,  1781,  immediately 
after  the  bs^e  of  Yorktown,  and  the  c^tare 
bf  OwnwalliB. 

Under  aU  the  dreamBtanoes  of  tfae  case.  I  can- 
not eoxuMia  thia  daim  aa  having  any  foonda- 
tiott  in  Jastaoe.  Its  allowance  would  open  the 
door  to  claims  without  number  from  the  other 
States,  resting  on  principles  of  a  similar  nature, 
and  which  it  was  the  intention  of  the  law  of 
Congress  of  1790  to  guard  against  I  cannot, 
on  the  whole,  refrain  from  ez^essin^  my  as- 
tonisbment  that  the  State  of  Vir^is  should 
bave  resisted  thia  just  duun  of  her  o£Bcers  for 
half  a  century,  an^  when  forced  by  a  decision 
of  her  own  coorts  to  fxMl  the  promise  she  made 
her  old  scddiers,  by  the  act  of  1779,  and  which 
was  so  honorable  to  the  patriots  of  that  day, 
and  when  bdng  no  loiuer  able  to  pot  oS  the 
myment,  that  ue  ahouu  apply  to  uie  General 
Government  to  relieve  hw£nMn  her  own  honor- 
able and  volantary  act  of  (^ero^y  towards  so 
desOTving  a  class  of  her  citizens. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Sbippbbd,  of  North  Carolina,  fol- 
lowed, and  occupied  the  floor  until  half-past 
four  o'clock.  He  was  opposed  to  the  bill. 
The  difficulties  which  ought  arise  in  the  settle- 
ment of  these  daima  in  future  times,  had  been 
anticipated  by  Congress  in  1790,  and,  to  pre- 
vent snch  a  difficulty,  a  board  of  commissioners 
was  appointed,  and  an  act  passed  for  ih»  a^^o^ 
ment  «rf  these  State  aoooonta. 


[H.  OF  K. 

By  the  settlement  which  took  place  in  con- 
sequence of  that  act,  Mr.  S.  contended  that 
these  cbums  had  been  settled,  and  that  to  gruit 
them  would  be  to  ^Uaturb  that  settlement.  Tir. 
8.  farther  contended  that  the  fact  of  State  troops 
fighting  occauonally  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
country  did  not  give  them  a  claim  on  the  United 
States  aa  continental  troops;  that,  therefore, 
this  claim  most  be  founded  on,  and  .consequent- 
ly limited  by,  the  act  of  1790.  By  that  aot  all 
such  daima  were  limited  to  Oi^ber  of  the 
year  1^8,  and,  consequently,  these  oldms  could 
not  be  sastained  under  that  act,  because  they 
had  not  been  allowed  by  the  State  at  the  time 
provided.  Mr.  8.  contended  that  there  was  no 
evidence  that  Yimnia  rcnarded  the  officers 
embraced  in  this  bill  as  of  that  dass  termed  su- 
pemumerary  officers.  He  said  that  if  this  chum 
was  allowed,  he  saw  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  appoint  another  board  of  commisnoners,  to 
see  if  they  could,  at  this  late  day,  do  more 
ample  justice  to  the  claimants  of  this  character. 
He  had  no  donbt  that  aometlang  ni%ht  be  done 
to  Virginia;  bnt  if  these  claims  were  aUowed, 
it  woaid  open  again  the  whole  snlfjeot  of  State 
daims  «i  the  Gawral  Qovenunoit.  He  otnh 
tended,  however,  that  it  was  too  late  now,  and 
moreovo',  that  there  were  no  accounts  by  which 
they  could,  with  any  gnrand  of  reason  or  jus- 
tice, disturb  the  settjement  of  ocnnmlsnon- 
ersof  1790. 


T&DssnAT,  Jtme  7. 

yavy  PentimlSind. 

Mr.  Watmouoh  presented  a  petition  from  a 
widow  of  one  of  our  marines,  praying  that  her 
faosband'a  invalid  pension  n^ht  be  dlowed  to 
her  and  her  children.  Mr.  W.  stated  that  that 
petition  was  lioanded  on  a  VUl  whldi  had  been 
repOTted  from  the  Kaval  Committee  to  extend 
the  providons  of  the  navy  pension  fund.  The 
bill  was  short,  and  would  ooeapy  bat  littie  time, 
and  he  hoped  the  Hoose  would  now  indolge 
him  by  going  into  a  committee  to  take  it  m. 
Objection  being  made,  he  moved  to  easpend  the 
rule ;  which  motion  prevuled — yeas  109. 

Hr.  W.  read  from  a  statistioal  statement  in 
his  hand  the  amoaots  of  suiplns  which  had  ac- 
crued to  the  fond  during  several  years,  in  con- 
aeqaence  of  ita  receipts  exceeding  its  expendi- 
tores.  The  result  was,  that  the  fkmd  woold 
have  had  $1,096,000  in  its  possession,  bat  £w 
a  loss  by  the  faUnre  of  the  Bank  of  OolnmUa, 
which  greatiy  rednoed  it. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Vt.  W.,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  took  up  the 
bill  further  to  extend  the  peaAom  heretitfore 
granted  to  the  widowa  of  pen<His  kflled,  or 
who  died  in  the  naval  service. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  W.  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  and  report  it  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  HomuN  opposed  the  motion,  and  quoted 
the  opinion  of  the  late  Secretary  Southard,  in 
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evidence  that  the  change  proposed  by  this  bill, 
in  the  ^plication  of  the  navy  penson  ftind, 
was  hazardooii.  Mr.  H.  contended  that  the 
fund  ought  to  be  noTBed,  and  held  in  reserve  for 
those  for  whose  benefit  ezdnsively  it  had  been 
created.  It  was  intended  not  for  widows  and 
children,  bat  for  those  who  had  sustained  per- 
sonal injury  in  the  naval  service  of  their  ooon- 
kry,  or  those  who  had  become  snpenumoated 
■nd  helpless. 

The  committee  then  roee,  and  reported  the 
bill 

Hi.  Basbkb,  of  Oonneotioat,  moved  the  pre- 
vioas  qoestioD,  which  was  seconded,  pat,  and 
carried ;  and  the  nuun  qaestioD  being  on  the 
eogrossDient  of  the  biU,  it  waa  carried  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  90, 


FmDAT,  Jane  8. 

The  Gffwentian  with  jVaites— C^mmunm  to 
SettU  Claki»—£«diution  ofJ>u1/g  m  Frmuik 
Wimm. 

Mr.  AnoHKR  renewed  and  earnestly  pressed 
a  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  state  of  ue  TJniw,  for  the  porpose  of  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  late  oonvention  with  France. 
He  did  not  apprehend  the  oocarrence  of  any 
debate,  and  promised  that,  in  oa»e  amendments 
should  be  offered,  or  any  prolonged  discossion 
attempted,  he  wonld  himself  move  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  bilL  He  recalled  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  importance  of  the  bill. 
There  were  swne  claimaoto  whose  claims  were 
of  twea^,  and  others  thirty  yean*  standing. 
The  GoTenmwnt  had  now  soooeeded  in  obtun- 
ing  $6,000,000 ;  and  thmirii  that  wonld  go  but 
a  small  way  towards  satisrpng  the  entire  mass 
of  dums,  yet  it  ww  vray  important  that  even 
this  relief  should  be  realized  as  soon  asposmble. 
The  money  was  now  ready  to  be  paid  over 
and  shoald  the  board  of  oommisuoners  be  at 
once  appointed,  the  daimants  most  still  wait 
two  or  three  years  more  before  they  conld  re- 
alize any  part  of  what  wae  due  to  them.  They 
oo^t  to  be  in  ses^on  at  this  moment  Mr.  A. 
engaged  that,  should  the  bill  be  opposed  in  com- 
mittee, he  wonld  not  ^»eak  in  reply ;  and,  when 
it  came  into  the  Honse,  be  wonkt  eouent  to  its 
postponemeat  to  any  daf  wUoh  gentlemen 
mijmtderire. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Wholes  ^i*-  WioKUFn  in  the  chair,  and  took 
up  the  bill  "  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention 
between  the  United  States  and  his  Hi^esty  the 
£ing  of  the  French,  condoded  at  Pans  on  the 
4th  of  July,  1881." 

[The  biU  appoints  a  board  of  three  oommis- 
eioners  for  the  examination  of  claims.  They 
are  to  hare  a  secretary  and  derk — are  to  meet 
on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  in  this  city,  and 
to  condade  tiieir  duties  within  three  years. 
The  bill  aa^gns  a  salary  to  each  of  the  oommia- 
siooers  of  |8,000  per  annam,  to  the  aeeretary 
1^000,  and  to  the  derk  $1,600. 


The  secretary  is  required  to  be  versed  in  the 
En^ish,  Frendi,  and  Spanish  languages.  The 
awards  of  the  board  are  to  be  transmitted, 
through  the  State  Department,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  TreasuiT,  and  paid  \>j  him.  The  bifi 
contains  a  supplementary  section  orduning  that 
for  ten  years  frcon  the  2d  of  Febmaiy,  1832. 
Freiidi  winea  diall  be  admitted  Into  the  tTnitcd 
Statea  unda  a  dufrr  of  dx  oemta  on  roi,  ten 
omts  on  white,  and  twentgr-two  on  wine  in 
bottles.] 

Mr.  Eluwobth  Inquired  how  kog  a  period 
of  time  had  been  allowed  for  om^Estiiig  the 
award  of  other  commissioners. 

Mr.  AaoHKn  replied  that  the  nsual  period  was 
three  years.  This  had  been  asdgned  to  the 
Danish  commissioDers.  although  the  amount  of 
dums  submitted  to  toem  had  not  been  neff 
so  great  as  that  on  which  these  commiaaiooMS 
must  pass.  One  proviMon  usual  in  snch  oon- 
ventiuts  was,  that  the  fwdgn  GoTemment 
should  ftmiah  all  the  eridenoe  in  tli«r  poesea- 
skm  that  might  be  neoesaary  for  the  eetablish- 
mmt  of  the  olabni,  and  time  was  necetfaiy  to 
collate  the  foreign  docnments  that  might  be 
received,  and  put  the  evidence  in  a  form  to  be 
snlmitted  to  the  board.  This  had  been  ons 
prtodpal  aooroe  of  the  delays  which  had  oo- 
onrred  in  the  prooeediogs  of  other  boards  of  a 
similar  diaraoter.  We  must  have  sndi  a  board, 
or  our  citizens  could  not  get  their  money.  The 
Frmdi  Government  had  stipulated,  uid  was 
ready  to  pay  the  five  miUicns:  and  the  present 
bill  followed  the  preoedmte  which  had  been  set 
in  previous  cases. 

lb:,  Eturt  said  that  he  thonriit  two  yean 
quite  enoof^  for  completing  the  idatiea  of  tins 
onnmiadon.  It  was  now  dx  yean  sinee,  oa 
the  call  of  this  House,  the  daimants  toe  French 
dilations  had  been  mvited  to  mi^e  ooSt  tbdr 
re^teotive  cases,  and  send  forward  their  vouch- 
ers; and  this  had  been  generally  dime.  A 
large  quarto  volume  of  snch  evidenoee  o£  ddms 
had  been  reported  to  the  House^  and  printed  by 
its  order.  This  had  been  done  dx  years  ago. 
Kegotiations  for  the  allowance  of  these  djums 
had  been  pending  dwing  all  those  Mx  years, 
and,  indeed,  during  a  period  twice  as  long.  A 

Sneral  expectation  had  prevwled  that  some- 
ing  would  be  dme,  and  the  claimants,  in 
genMsl,  had  prepared  udr  eUlma  fmr  a^udie*- 
tion  in  emuegnenoe.  !bitheoMeof  thefkrida 
treaty,  the  diumBntB  had  not  had  so  long  a 
warning ;  and  in  that  case,  it  v&^t  have  Men 
proper  to  allow  the  board  three  years;  hot  is 
this  there  could  be  no  sndi  neoead^.  Mr.  £. 
spoke  from  peraond  knowledge  when  he  said 
that  the  daimants  in  general  considered  tiro 
years  as  long  enough  for  the  dtting  of  the  board. 
And  if  they  who  were  most  interrated  \ren 
grilling  that  the  period  should  oonsost  of  two 
years,  why  shomd  the  House  extend  it  to 
three?  Some  of  tiiem  had  lain  ont  ol  their 
money  for  twenty,  twraty-five,  and  acMiie  as 
l(mg  as  twenty-seven  yean;  and  St  was  asrest 
haraslup  that  now,  whea  the  money  had  fiera 
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obtained,  Then  its  payment  wu  Beoared,  and 
it  might  be  said  to  be  almost  within  t^«ir 
graap,  still  further  delay  should,  without  neoes- 
sily,  be  interpoeed.  A  colleagne  of  his  (Mr. 
Applkton)  had  letters  in  his  possession  from 
some  of  the  olainumts  residing  m  Boston,  stat- 
ing it  as  their  wish  that  the  period  should  not 
be  longer  than  two  years ;  uia  he  did  not  doubt 
that  the  same  wish  was  shared  by  those  rem- 
dent  in  other  cities  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  Pole  apprehended  that  there  would  be 
some  conflict  between  the  interests  of  the 
cUumantfl.  A  la^  portion  of  those  claims 
were  io  the  hands  of  insurance  companies,  who 
had  the  evidence  in  support  of  them  already 
prepared ;  whUe  indlvidiul  clumants,  who  did 
not  possess  the  sune  adrtuitages,  were  very 
differently  situated,  many  of  them  baring  the 
evidence  of  their  clums  still  to  be  looked  up. 
A  m^ority  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afihirs, 
after  refleeting  on  the  circnmatanoes  of  the 
case,  had  come  to  the  conclnsion  that  three 
years  wonld  not  be  too  long  a  tune  to  be 
allowed  for  this  purpose.  Three  years  had 
been  allowed  to  the  Florida  commission,  and 
the  same  length  of  time  to  the  commissioners 
under  the  Danish  tces^.  And  there  would  be 

aidte  as  much  difiBcidty,  and  more,  in  settHiw 
lie  daims  under  the  pnsent  oommisdon.  u 
would,  no  doubt,  be  fi>r  the  intwest  of  Che 
fnanrance  companies  that  Hie  time  should  be 
limited  to  as  short  a  period  as  possible.  But 
this  wonld  not  be  doing  justice  to  the  other 
claimants.  There  were  olums  to  the  amount 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  and 
only  five  millions  of  dollars  to  satisfy  them.  Of 
coarse  it  was  the  interest  of  those  who  now 
owned  them  to  shorten  the  time,  because  tiie 
more  daims  they  could  shut  out,  the  larcer 
their  own  dividend  would  be.  He  thought, 
1}e«de8.  that  the  insurance  companies  were  not 
entitlea,  as  claimants,  to  the  most  &vorable 
conslderati(m,  because,  though  their  losses  had, 
no  donbt^  been  large,  the  r£k  had  been  volun- 
tarily aasamed,  and  the  loss  in  some  measure 
compensated  by  the  premiums  they  had  re- 
c^ved.  There  were  other  dumante  who  had 
elaims  of  much  greater  hardship ;  and,  as  the 
controversy  was  chiefly  between  them,  he 
hoped  tlie  motion  of  the  gentleman  would  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  Ellswobth  had  no  desire  for  an  unrea- 
sonable limitation,  nor  that  the  time  should  be 
curtailed  so  much  as  to  deprive  any  of  an  ample 
opportanity  oi  estAUahing  their  claims.  But  as 
a  conaiderBble  number  of  the  claimants  were 
■m<mg  hia  own  oonstitnents,  and  as  none  of 
them  could  get  tiidrmcmey  till  the  commiaricm 
should  have  expired,  he  was  opposed  to  having 
the  time  needlessly  prolonged.  In  proportion 
to  the  time  asdgned  to  the  conunissiou,  would 
be  the  <Ulatory  movements  of  the  cudmant. 
He  could  not  believe  that  there  was  any  good 
claim,  the  evidence  of  which  might  not  be 
obtained  within  two  years,  and  be  should  be 
opposed  to  an  extension  of  the  period  beyond 


that  tame,  even  if  it  diould  not  be  attended  with 
an  increase  of  publio  expense.  He  hoped  the 
time  would  not  1)6  prolonged  beyond  two  years 
at  the  furthest. 

Mr.  Rbbd  said  he  represented  a  number  of 
these  claimuits,  whose  evidence  had  been  long 
since  prepared ;  but,  on  looking  into  it,  he  found 
that  many  of  the  papers  were  wanting,  and 
would  have  to  be  supplied.  That  was  the  only 
reason  why  he  should  assent  to  as  long  a  period, 
as  two  years.  As  to  the  remark  of  the  gentie- 
man  from  Tennessee,  (Mr  Pole,)  that  the  iosur- 
anoe  companies  were  not  claimants  entitled  to 
as  much  &vor  as  others,  it  was  entirely  a  mis- 
take. On  all  principles  of  justice,  thdr  claim 
was  entitled  to  just  as  much  considerati(m  as 
that  of  ai^  other  in^vidual.  Besides,  if  it 
should  appear,  toward  the  close  of  the  two 
years,  that  ii^nstioe  was  likely  to  result  from 
confimug  the  commission  to  that  length  of 
time,  the  House  could  extend  the  time.  But, 
shoi^d  it  be  fixed  at  first  at  three  years,  although 
one  mi^t  be  suffident,  notice  having  once  been 
given,  it  would  not  do  to  shorten  the  period, 

Mr.  Fbabob,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  that  he 
represented  a  commercial  part  of  the  ITnion, 
yet  he  must  differ  from  other  gentlemen  who 
represented  oommennal  intere^  in  reference 
to  the  present  subject.  The  view  taken  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Polk)  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  very  correct  one.  He  thought 
that  a  too  great  curtailment  of  the  time  would 
have  a  tendency  to  shnt  out  and  push  aside  the 
interests  of  those  whose  daims  were  of  com- 
paratively small  amount.  There  were  many 
who  had  only  a  small  share  in  the  losses  sus- 
t^ed,  being  part  ship-owners.  These  persons, 
some  of  whom  were  mates  of  vessel^  might 
not  perhaps  have  owned  more  than  two  or 
three  thousand  dollars  in  a  captured  ship.  Such 

fiersons  did  not  possess  the  same  means  to  ool- 
ect  evidence  aa  those  did  who  had  heairi«r 
daims. 

Mr.  Bates,  of  Utim,  would  only  add  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Idand,  that  in  many  cases  the  papers 
necessary  to  establish  the  claims  were  not  now 
in  the  country.  He  had  recently  received  let- 
ters from  some  of  the  claimants  in  his  district, 
inquiring  about  the  condition  of  their  papers ; 
and,  on  examination,  he  found  that  some  of 
them  had  been  sent  to  France.  In  such  cases, 
time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  papers  to  be 
returned,  and  suitably  arranged,  that  they  might 
be  presented  in  time.  Many  of  the  daimants 
resided  in  tiie  interior,  having  retired  from 
trade,  and  whose  only  hope  was  in  recovering 
the  amount  of  their  claims.  BoitsUe  time 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  snoh  persona  to  obtain 
and  prepare  the  evidence  that  might  be  neces- 
sary in  their  respective  cases. 

Ur.  DzABBoBN  said  that  he  had  received 
several  commissions  in  relation  to  these  citums, 
but  they  did  not  proceed  from  insurance  com- 
panies, but  firom  private  individuals,  and  he 
thought  that  two  years  was  time  enough  for 
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the  sittiiif  of  the  ocanmiHioDers.  'Within  that 
time,  a  ddmint  might  send  to  France  nz  or 
Beren  timeSi  He  might  Mnd  twice  even  to 
India.  He  belicTed  that  nearly  the  whole  nnm- 
her  of  the  claimants  wonld  prefer  two  years  to 
three  for  the  duration  of  the  commission,  and 
wonld  like  even  a  shorter  period.  As  snch  was 
the  wish  of  those  who  were  most  interested  in 
the  qaestion.  he  trusted  that  the  tame  would 
not  be  extended  beyond  two  yean. 

The  qaestion  was  pat  <m  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  lb*.  ETinrrr,  and  oarrted— yeai  77, 
nays  M. 

So  the  committee  determined  that  the  period 
of  the  oomnjission  dioold  be  fixed  at  two 
years. 

Mr.  PuKoa  offered  an  amendment,  which 
vent  to  provide  Uiat  before  the  award  ot  the 
oommisuoners  shonld  he  pud  to  any  claimant, 
the  debt  of  inch  claimant  to  the  United  States 
(it  aor)  ftonld  &it  be  dednoted ;  whkdi  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jewbtt  offered  an  amendmoit,  which 
changed  the  oompeniation  of  the  oommissioners 
to  a  per  ^em  dlowanoe  of  eight  df^ars  for 
eveiT  dv  in  which  th^  ihonld  be  actually 
empl(^ed,  and  eight  dollars  for  every  twenty 
miles  they  might  hftve  to  travd  in  Bttendins 
and  returning  nom  the  meetings  of  the  boar^ 
with  a  proviso  that  their  entire  allowance 
donld  not  exceed  three  thonsand  doUars,  A 
inmilar  proviso  was  added  with  respect  to  the 
secretary,  whose  whole  allowance  was  not  to 
exceed  two  thousand  doUars. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to — ^yeaa  80, 
nays  62. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Abohxr,  the  bill  was  Airther 
amended,  so  as  to  reqnire  the  board  to  meet  on 
the  first  Mraiday  of  Angost  next.  The  commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  Uie  bill  to  the  Hoose. 

The  Brat  aftwndment  reported  by  the  oom- 
ndttee  was  oononrred  in. 

The  second,  wludi  related  to  the  duration  of 
the  commission,  having  been  read,  the  debate 
upon  it  was  rmewed.  The  extension  of  the 
term  to  three  years  was  contended  for  by  Mr. 
Folk  and  Mr.  Px&rok,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
DiUTTON,  OAMBKELKiia,  and  DuBBOur ;  when 
the  ^nesnon  being  pat  on  ooncorrenoe,  it  was 
earned — yeas  76,  nays  69. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  oommissioQ 
should  be  limited  to  two  years. 

Mr.  Jkwstt's  amendment  having  next  been 
read,  and  the  question  being  on  coocarnng, 

Mr.  ETBunr  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
ihon^t  the  allow  aooe  in  the  bill  was  not  too 
much  for  the  right  sort  of  men  to  fill  andi  a 
station.  The  ntnation  of  a  ooraraigsioner  to  pass 
on  claims  so  important  required  a  man  of 
various  talents  and  much  knowledge,  both 
legal  and  commercial.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  amendment  wonld  produce  any  saving,  or 
none  that  would  in  anywise  compensate  for 
the  conseqaences.  The  effect  of  adopting  it 
wonld  be,  tnat  the  appointments  wonld  nave  to 
be  made  from  persons  in  the  neighborhood  of  , 
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this  taij.  No  man,  of  a  aidtaUe  standing,  from 
a  distance^  woold  aooept  the  OGtnmisnoin  OD  ndi 

terms. 

Mr.  WtoKUFiB  was  very  much  in  &Tor  of 
the  amendment,  and  hoped  the  House  would 
ooncnr  in  it.  In  all  toe  boards  whieb  had 
hitherto  been  appointed,  it  had  generally  been 
found  that  they  regulated  their  lalxirB  aooord- 
ing  to  tiie  time  allowed  them  by  Oongreas ;  bat 
wfim  the  olunu  for  spoliatima  on  tlie  Niagara 
frontier,  amounting  to  not  less  than  $400,000, 
instead  of  b^ng  sent  to  a  board  of  ccmunis- 
atmers,  had  been  referred  to  Feter  Hagner,  the 
whoie  amount  had  been  settled  in  the  interval 
betwen  tiie  adjonnunent  and  the  qieeting  of 
the  next  searion.  Mr.  W.  felt  persuaded  that 
if  the  House  should  confine  these  oommis- 
sioners  to  a  per  diem  allowance,  tb^  would 
get  the  bunness  done  much  Booner  than  if 
they  were  allowed  the  annnal  salary.  If  they 
were  all  allowed  their  three  thonund  dollus  a 
year,  they  would  probably  come  on  here,  meet, 
and  g^ve  notice  to  the  claimants,  hire  a  hooae, 
attend  a  few  pleasant  evtmings  on  the  sessKus 
of  Congress,  and  then  go  home,  having  the 
comfortable  oert^ty  that  tiirir  salaries  were 
going  on  all  the  while;  bntif  theyweracnaptf 
diem,  they  would  waste  no  time. 

Mr.  WiLDK  conceived  the  principle  ot  the 
amendment  to  be  highly  exceptionable,  and  as 
it  seemed  likely  to  be  adopted,  he  felt  bound 
briefly  to  state  his  oUections  to  it.  He  must 
do  it  briefly,  as  his  health  would  not  pennit 
him  to  do  otherwise.  It  had  been  sdd  uist  in 
ordinary  oases  such  a  board  need  not  nt  Icoiger 
than  four  months  in  the  year.  At  the  per  diem 
allowance  proposed  in  the  amendmrat,  t^  com- 
pensation of  a  oommisdoner  would  at  that  rate 
amount  to  about  nine  hundred  and  dxty  dollars. 
Ooold  It  be  seriontSr  expected  that  gentlanen 
oonld  be  obtained  who  were  fit  to  distribute  a 
fhnd  oi  such  magnitude  fyr  socb  a  oompmsa- 
tiont  I^d  not  the  GoTemment  pay  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  an  annual  salary,  mi 
were  they  ooon^ed  daring  their  whole  timet 
Why  not  allow  them  a  per  diemt  The  gentle- 
man said  that  he  was  wiUing  to  reward  these 
commissioners  liberally,  yet^  tiiiat  he  boUoved  a 
great  saving  wonld  result.  Now,  Mr.  W.  would 
not  say  that  any  gentieman  hitnuted  with 
such  a  dtnation  wonld  yield  to  m  base  a  temp- 
tation as  to  lit  from  day  to  day  witiiont  busi- 
ness, for  the  sake  of  making  his  ocHnpMisatioQ 
mount  up  to  something  like  a  reqmctaUe 
snm ;  but  tiito  be  wonld  sqr,  that  any  set  ttf 
men  ^rbo  woald  acoept  of  that  oomn&don  for 
an  allowance  of  nine  nondred  and  rix^  doHa^ 
would  be  capable  of  sitting  every  day  with  or 
without  husinesa,  for  the  sake  of  making  up 
their  salary.  From  the  grade  of  talent  that 
was  requisite  to  the  doe  and  competent  dis- 
charge of  such  a  trusty  it  was  necessaiy  that  the 
individuals  who  were  to  fill  the  station  sboold 
be  taken  from  the  highest  rank  of  the  legal  pro- 
fbasion;  and  who  did  not  know  that  the  annnal 
reonpts  of  inch  mea  tu  exceeded  the  pattiy 
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gam  of  nine  htmdted  and  rix^  dollars  t  If  the 
■Uowanoe  must  be  per  diem,  it  on^^t  at  least 
to  be  donbled,  or  the?'  eoiild  not  expect  to 
command  the  talent  wLteh  ms  sidtaUe  to  the 
place. 

The  question  was  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment,  and  decided — yeas  80,  najs  54. 

"Ml.  Pkabos's  amendment  was  also  oononrred 
in,  which  provides  that  the  debts  of  the  olum- 
ants  to  the  United  States  shall  be  deducted 
before  the  money  awarded  them  is  paid. 

Mr.  Vanos  moved  to  strike  from  tiie  bill  the 
tenth  section,  which  is  in  the  following  words 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the  term  of 
ten  years  from  and  after  the  seoood  day  of  Febru- 
anr,  IMS,  wines,  the  prodnee  of  Wnnce,  shall  be 
aODitted  into  the  Vmted  Statea  on  paying  duties 
not  ezeeeding  the  following  rates  on  the  galloD, 
(meh  as  is  at  present  nsed  in  the  United  States,) 
that  is  to  say :  six  cents  for  red  wine  in  Gaaki,>ten 
oents  for  white  wine  in  casks,  and  twenty-two  cents 
for  wines  in  all  sorts  of  bottles.** 

Jii.  Y.  said  he  thought  the  adoption  of  this 
section  of  the  bill  would  go  to  snrrender  the 
principle  that  this  House  had  any  right  to  in- 
terfere with  treaties,  and  woold  be  admitting 
that  the  ExeoatiTe  and  the  Senate  might  regu- 
late the  wbole  imposts  of  the  oountry  at  their 
pleasara,  without  ai^  action  of  the  House,  or 
oontTol  on  its  part  at  alL  The  President,  with 
the  assent  the  Senate,  had  here  undertaken 
to  fix  the  duties  that  were  to  be  levied  on 
French  wines  lmp<nted  into  the  United  Statea 
foraoertun  term.  It  was  not  that  Hr.  Y.  was 
opposed  to  lowering  the  duties  on  these 
wines  that  he  objected  to  this  part  of  the  bill, 
for  he  would  have  no  olfjection  to  take  tiiem 
oS  entirely,  but  he  protested  against  the  prin- 
ciple. 

Mr.  Baxbikoeb  sfud  tiiat  be  thought  the 
motion  of  the  gentieman  from  Ohio  would 
opomte,  if  adopted,  to  defeat  the  very  olgeot 
be  had  In  viBW  in  maUng  it  The  trea^  with 
France  stipulated  that  the  duty  on  winea  should 
beiedooed.  1^  Senate  had  ratified  the  treaty, 
but  it  oould  not  receive  validity  in  this  foature 
of  it  without  the  act  of  this  House.  It  was  th^s 
very  section  which  alone  retted  to  the  House 
larisdictioD  over  the  subject.  The  gentleman 
had  contended  that  the  treaty  would  not  be 
vaUd  without  this  section  of  the  law.  But 
treaties  were  held  and  declared  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  be  tiie  snpreme  law  of  the  land ;  and  if 
the  House  should  refuse  to  act  with  respect  to 
this  redaction  of  the  duties  on  wines,  the  whole 
effect  would  be,  that  the  reduction  would  go 
into  eflbot  witlu>nt  waj  action  of  the  House  at 
all.  Woidd  not  that  involve  the  very  conse- 
qoenee  the  gentieman  sought  to  prevent? 

ICr.  Out  sud  that  the  bill  had  now  occupied 
much  time :  and  as  he  would  not  believe  that 
a  majority  of  the  House  woold  consent  to 
violate  what  by  the  will  of  two  of  the  co-ordi- 
nate branches  of  the  Government  had  become 
a  law  of  the  land,  he  demanded  the  iffevioos 
qnestiai ;  tmt  at  the  eameiit  request  of  Mr. 


Abohxb.  consented  to  withdraw  the  motion 
(m  condition  that  Mr.  A.  would  renew  it 

Mr.  AnoHBB  said  that  he  held,  in  the  fnllest 
manner,  the  power  of  the  House  to  withhold  its 
assent  from  the  execatitm  of  a  beaty  which  it 
did  not  approve,  and  it  was  this  very  idea  of 
retting  jarisdictlon  over  the  snl^eot,  and  thus 
asserting  the  right,  that  had  induced  the  com- 
mittee to  insert  this  section  in  the  bill.  The 
section  followed  the  words  of  the  treaty.  The 
measnre  was  attended  with  a  twofold  advan- 
tage :  First,  it  obtMned  for  us  a  reduction  on 
the  duty  on  cotton  imported  into  France  for 
neary  one  hundred  per  cent  The  dufy  in 
France,  before  this  treaty,  on  sea  island  cotton 
was  doable  that  upon  uplands :  Inr  the  trea^, 
the  duty  on  both  deBcnpticms  <n  cotton  vbb 
made  the  same.  The  other  advantage  related 
to  the  claim  of  the  French  Government  to  Lou- 
isiana. Ko  man  knew  better  than  the  gentie- 
man from  Kentooky,  (Mr.  Wiokliffb,)  who  had 
asked  a  question  as  to  the  wording  of  the  section, 
the  perplexity  which  had  attended  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  French  claim;  and  it  was  tiie 
adnussion  of  the  soondest  men,  that  the  ground 
on  which  the  United  States  stood  as  to  that 
matter  was  very  doubtfal.  Bnt,  in  consequence 
of  this  admission  of  her  wines,  France  had 
now  OMisented  to  reUnquidL  aU  daima  arising 
under  the  Louisiana  treaty.  And  what  was  the 
amount  of  this  reduction  of  duties  f  It  was  but 
four  cents  on  one  kind  of  wine,  and  five  cents 
on  another :  while  on  wines  in  botties  the  duty 
was  reduced  from  fifty  to  twenty-two  cents. 
The  larger  introduction  and  use  of  the -French 
wines  in  this  country  was  an  object  greatiy 
to  be  desired.  Mr.  A.  concluded  by  renewing 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

The  motirai  was  seconded  by  the  House — 
yeaft  80. 

Mr.  Yanob,  being  still  opposed  to  the  section 
he  had  indiot^ed,  Mmanded  the  yeas  and  n^ 
on  the  previous  question. 

They  were  ordered,  and  taken,  and  stood  as 
fonowB :  yeas  IIS,  naya  46. 

So  the  main  queation  was  pot,  and  the  bill 
was  thereupon  ordoed  to  be  enfproased  far  it* 
third  reading. 


Satubd^t,  Jane  9. 
Mounted  In/antry. 

Mr.  DcNOAN  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  mounting  and  equipping  a  part 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States.  Objections 
being  made,  be  moved  that  the  rale  be  sus- 
pended for  that  purpose,  and  submitted  a  letter 
from  an  individual  on  tiie  frontier,  giving  srane 
very  shocking  details  of  the  massacres  com- 
mitted by  the  Indiana  npon  the  defenceless  in- 
habitants. The  rule  was  saspended,  and  the 
House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Duncait,  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Tatus  in  tiie  oh^,  upon  that  bill. 

Mr.  Cabson  olfjeoted  to  the  claiue  of  the  Inll 
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which  limits  the  Dumber  of  the  troops  to  be 
raised  to  ten  companies.  He  thought  the  nam- 
ber  of  troops  onght  to  be  left  entirely  to  the 
^seretion  of  the  PreddenL 

Kr.  DcBCAK  moTed  to  strike  out  all  after 
tin  enacting  clause,  and  sabstitate  a  prorision 
that  the  Freudent  might  receive  sight  hondred 
monntsd  ganmen  aa  vidantMn,  to  serve  from 
the  Ist  of  ^rll  to  the  1st  <tfKoTWDlMr  in  every 
year,  and  longer  if  neoesiary,  reedving  the 
same  psy  as  the  moant«d  tnx^  of  the  Iniited 
States,  and  appropriating  $60,000  to  cover  the 
expenses  which  might  accrue.  In  snpportuig 
the  amendment  Kr.  D.  sud  he  had  long  fore- 
seen the  neoesstty  of  raising  a  pennaoent  corps 
of  mounted  men  for  defending  the  frontier. 
Abontthe  first  proportion  he  ever  submitted 
for  the  oonsideratioa  of  Oongress,  was  (me,  in 
18^  for  rsisiog  eight  companies  of  mounted 
gounea  for  that  service.  His  experience  con- 
vinced him  that  it  was  the  only  fcwoe  that  oonld 
be  relied  on  to  keep  the  savages  in  proper  snb- 
Jeetioa;  and  he  itnnly  believed  thatall  the  dis- 
tress and  bloodshed  that  had  Jnst  been  heerd 
of  in  Illinois  wonld  have  been  avoided  if  Oon- 
gress had  adopted  the  plan  be  then  and  now 
suggested.  No  number  of  United  States'  sol- 
diers on  foot  oonld  restore  peace  and  oonfldenoe 
to  the  citizens  residing  in  that  country  Fami- 
lies who  have  witnessed  the  shocking  seeoes 
which  had  just  been  acted  on  the  frontier, 
would  never  retom  to  their  homes  undl  an 
efficient  force,  such  as  can  be  rdied  on,  may  be 
raised  and  permanently  stationed  on  the  fron- 
tier for  their  protection  and  defence.  He  be- 
lieved we  should  hear  of  no  more  Indian  wars, 
aftw  tliis  fiwoe  was  mganiaed  and  placed  in 
service.  One  thing  certain^  would  be  aooiKn- 
plished  by  it ;  ratizens  residing  in  that  section 
of  the  country  would  no  longer  be  salject  to 
be  called  on  without  preparation  to  leave  thsAr 
fiunilies  and  their  burineas,  to  march  agaiiut 
these  Indians. 

Hie  Oovemment  had  the  power,  and  it  was 
proper  that  it  should  protect  every  one  of  its 
citizens  while  engaged  in  their  usual  pursuits. 
On  great  occasions,  he  thought  the  militia 
should  be  relied  on  for  the  national  defence, 
but  it  was  ruinous  to  any  people  engaged  in 
civil  porsoits  to  be  compelled  to  defend  their 
own  flrerides,  or  to  be  required  to  march  in 
defence  of  their  neighbore,  on  every  in(nrri<«i 
of  an  enemy,  however  small  their  force.  The 
mllilia  on  tJie  fronUer  had  always  given  Uie 
hi^est  evidence  of  patriotism,  W  turning  out 
at  a  moment's  warning  to  defend  the  ooimtry, 
even  though  it  deprived  than  of  rainng  a  crop 
for  the  sapp(»i  of  their  families,  wliich  was  the 
OBse  Isat  year,  and  he  did  not  doubt  it  would 
l>e  Bo  again  this  season.  He  believed  that  the 
pay  allowed  by  the  Government  to  the  citizens 
thus  called  out,  could  not  posaibly  oompoisate 
them  individually  for  thnr  aacrifloee,  much  lees 
for  thdr  privations  of  bdng  hnrried  into  the 
ser^ee  without  the  necessary  preparatims  to 
make  them  GCHnfortable;  but  Jie  sau  the  priva- 


tion and  iqjury  to  the  soldier  thus  called  ont 
was  nothing  compared  with  the  it^tuy  done  to 
the  whole  oonunnnity  reuding  near  the  fron- 
tier, who  were  compelled  to  fly  Seam  tbeir 
homes,  and  Bacrifice  not  only  the  produce  and 
labor  of  the  season,  necessary  for  thur  support, 
but  all  the  effiMts  they  posseased  are  left  behiitd, 
and  are  general^  dertn^ed.  The  bill  he  had 
just  offend  womd  ttnray  all  these  evils.  It 
was  a  measure  not  only  of  jnstioe,  buthnmanitiy, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  adopted  without  ^ 
lay,  as  he  thought  it  very  probable  that  tlieae 
troops  could,  ud  hoped  they  would,  if  necee- 
sary,  be  raited  in  time  to  aasist  in  expBlUng  and 
ohattising  the  war  par^  of  Indians  which  hsd 
just  oommenced  the  outrages  on  the  citizens  of 
Illinois. 

Mr.  D.  aaid  if  Ute  expense  oonld  be  thon^t 
sn  obiect,  he  was  satisned  an  important  saving 
wonld  accrue  fr«n  the  ad<^tion  <tf  the  aoMikd- 
ment.  The  proposal  was  tiiat  endi  ot  flme 
vi^nnteera ahooM  ftmish  Ids  own  hone;  and 
as  this  feme  wonld  not  be  needed  in  winter 
U^ie,  (for  it  was  not  the  haUt  of  the  TndiMste 
make  war  in  the  winter,)  the  eoantrr  woold  be 
saved  the  expense  of  the  kecfungaf  tnesehmea 
during  all  tne  winter  months  —  an  expense 
which  must  be  incurred  if  the  United  States* 
troopa  should  be  emfdoyed.  The  young  men 
of  ute  ooontry  who  would  constitute  these 
volunteers  all  owned  hones,  and  were  aoeas- 
tomed  to  taking  care  of  them.  They  were  to  be 
allowed  forty  cents  a  day  for  the  use  of  th«r 
horsea,  and  suoh  an  allowance  would  oocanoa 
a  great  saving  if  oompared  with  the  expense 
ibSt  must  be  inoomd  diould  the  United  States' 
tro(^  be  mounted  at  the  expense  of  theGor- 
emment. 

Mr.  DuTTOX  proposed  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  BinroAii,  so  sa  to  increase  the  nnm- 
ber  of  Uoops  from  «ght  hundred  to  oae  tium- 
sand,  which  Mr.  DmroAH  accepted. 

Mr.  DBA.TTOV  was  exoeedin^y  anxious  to 
imfffesa  on  the  House  the  policy,  he  mi^t 
slmost  say  the  necesdty,  of  adoptiiig  the  meas- 
un  now  prf^MMcd.  Aooording  to  the  best  oi 
his  recollection,  a  plan  exactly  similar  to  this 
bad  beoi  heretofore  r^rted  to  the  House  by 
the  MilitaiT  Oommittee.  Yet,  notwitbstnndi^ 
the  reascKuiw  oontained  in  the  rep<Nri  had  been 
oonobonted  In'  theo^nim  ot  unae  beat  ac- 
quainted with  uie  naton  Indian  warfen^  he 
referred  to  such  men  as  Gen.  daric.  Gov.  Oua, 
Gen.  G^nes,  Gen.  Atkiiuon,  and  tue  very  ex- 
perienced gentleman  at  present  a  member  of 
this  House  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Ashut,)  the 
measure  had  failed  to  meet  with  the  apivoha- 
tion  oi  a  m^ori^  of  the  House.  At  th^  dine 
the  committee  could  only  suggest  what  would 
be  the  probable  consequences  of  refunng  to 
oiganize  such  a  force.  The  committee  oad 
stated  that  the  frontiers  would  be  liable  to  M 
attacked:  and  although  there  existed  at  that 
time  nouiiag  which  deaerved  the  name  trf  an 
Indian  war,  even  yet  dqmdatitHU  had  boss 
committed,  nuuden  perp^rated,  and  even  the 
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MddleraitfthelTidted  Statu  muaaered  aliiuMt 
within  striit  of  the  garriwDS.  It  woold  have 
beea  a  vain  attempt  to  pnraoe  the  Indiaiu  who 
had  oommttted  these  ontrages,  for  they  were 
all  mounted  on  fleet  horses,  while  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  ocHisitted  of  infantry  alone, 
and  UiQy  were  therefore  compelled  to  endure 
EkU  the  ioBidts  and  injDrieft,so  sore  to  arise  from 
Indian  hostility.  Bat  now  the  very  evils  which 
the  committee  had  thm  predicted  had  aotaally 
occarred.  It  appeared  that  the  Indians  had 
atttoked  not  mwely  the  rwnlar  troops  and  the 
militia  of  Illinois,  bat  had  murdered  women, 
old  men,  and  children.  It  was  impraotteable  to 
pat  a  stop  to  these  dreadfol  ontrages,  because 
the  United  States'  troops  had  no  hoim  on 
which  to  vorsoe  the  eneony.  The  mounted 
miUtia  of  luinois  had  been  odled  out,  bnt  thcdr 
party  had  been  partially  defeated.  It  appeared 
that  the  Baos,  the  Biovx,  and  the  Pottawato- 
inies,  had  united,  and  were  collecting  a  fmni- 
dable  force.  What  was  wanted  in  order  to 
check  them  was  the  peooliar  species  of  troops 
which  the  amendment  pnnvosed  to  call  into 
actiML  Without  troops  of  this  descripUon, 
though  the  number  of  our  regulars  should  be 
tripl^  no  impreaaion  could  be  made  n^on  the 
Indian  force.  Bnt  these  monnted  riflemen 
eonld  uaU  the  Indian  villi^e^  anticipate  and 
Iweak  up  aasodatioiu  and  combinatioiu  which 
woidd  otherwise  be  sure  to  be  fwmed,  and  by 
Staining  and  r^idly  tranamitting  infonnatUm 
mi^t  defeat  the  designs  of  the  enemy.  In  an 
emergency  the  amount  of  eroense  was  com- 
paratively of  little  moment;  but  calculations 
which  had  oareinlly  been  made  went  to  show 
that  the  proposed  measure  would  be  acoom- 
panied  with  the  saving  of  the  public  money. 
In  consequence  of  the  United  States*  troops  not 
being  mounted,  it  had  been  necessary  to  oall  out 
tiie  militia.  The  pay  of  these  forces,  the  hire- 
ing  of  steamboats  for  their  transportadon,  and 
all  the  other  expenses  in<»deDtal  to  such  a  aer- 
YioOf  had  amounted  to  &r  more  than  it  would 
have  ooattomonntuid  equip  the  regular  troops. 
It  was  the  undmtandlne  that  the  troopa  rauad 
nnder  this  bUl  were  to  Be  kept  in  oommiamon 
only  BO  long  aa  their  services  might  be  neces- 
sary} and  daring  the  winto*  they  would  be  no 
expense  to  the  Gorenunent,  Mr.  D.  tnuted 
that  the  amendment  would  reedve  the  aasMit  of 
the  committee. 

Kr.  Ashlbt's  amendment  was  njeoted. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Dinrour 
was  agreed  to — yeas  79,  nays  81. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill, 
and  it  was  read  a  third  tame,  and  passed. 


WsraiBDAT,  June  18. 

The  Tarjff—Beductwn  of  Ihitie*—PntteHon 
to  Home  Induttry. 

Mr.  OnoATB,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  intend 
to  engage  in  a  general  ^aonsrion  of  this  truly 
bounolesB  subject.  Such  a  diacusdon,  extend- 
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ing  over  the  whole  ground  of  debate,  in  Imita- 
tion of  the  able  examples  vlddt  Iiad  been  set, 
would  be,  within  the  limits  <A  time  which  he 
had  prescribed  to  himself,  superficial  and  com- 
monplace. Len^ened  far  enoof^  to  be  at 
onoe  comprehensive  and  thorough,  if  he  were 
capable  of  conducting  sa^  a  one,  it  woold 
consume  more  time  than  the  committee  conid 
spare,  and  demand  more  physical  energy,  if 
nothing  else  were  wanting,  than  be  possessed. 

I  wish  only,  sir,  stud  Mr.  0.,  to  submit  some 
considerations  upon  a  single  one  of  all  the  topics 
whidi  belong  to  this  delicate  and  complex 
deliberation.  I  wish  to  present  one  reason  only 
why  yon  should  not  abolish,  or  substantially 
alter  the  ezistdng  national  protective  system. 
Much  had  been  said  for  the  producers  of  cotton, 
rice,  and  tobacco,  uad  the  consumers  of  impcvt- 
ed  British  goods.  I  beg  your  indulgence  while 
I  say  something  in  behalf  of  that  portion  of  the 
American  people  whom  your  legation  and 
word  of  honor  have  invited  or  compelled  to 
become  manufacturers,  or  to  connect  tibeir  labor, 
thur  capital,  th^  fortunes,  their  calculations 
for  life,  for  themselves  and  for  their  ohil^n, 
remotely  or  directly  with  manufactures,  and 
who  are  now  menaioed  by  an  abandonment  of 
that  policy  whioh  has  made  them  what  they 
are,  and  placed  them  where  they  are. 

The  question  at  tiiis  moniMit  pending  before 
the  committee,  iqpon  the  amendment  <m&red 
my  colleague  (Ifr.  J.  Datu)  to  the  bill  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  is,  per- 
h^ts,  a  decisive  question.  If  you  adopt  it  with 
such  modifications,  and  such  ftarther  less  im- 
portant amendments,  as  are  undertptood  to  be 
matured,  and  in  readiness  to  be  presented,  yon 
decide  to  preserve,  sabstantially  unimp^red, 
the  American  system  as  now  established. 
Somettiing  yon  will  also  do,  I  hope  it  may  be 
thought  to  be  much,  for  conciliation  and  con- 
cession. Yon  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  needs 
of  the  Qovemment,  or  at  least  you  efficiently, 
and  fai  good  faith,  be^n  the  bonneas  of  reduc- 
tion. From  one,  perhaps  from  two  articles, 
exdusively  of  Bouthem  oonsmnption,  and  of 
great  importance  to  the  South,  negro  clothing 
and  cotton  bagg^,  the  protecting  duty  will, 
by  exemption  or  drawback,  be  t&en  wholly 
away.  But  the  general  system  of  protection 
will  rranain  untouched. 

I^  on  the  other  hand,  you  n^eot  this  amend- 
ment, and  pass  the  bill  aabmittod  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Tresflory,  or  that  submitted  by  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  you  prostrate 
that  system.  Looking  at  the  rate  of  duties,  and 
the  mode  and  place  of  valuaticoi  tiier^  pre- 
scribed,  ocauulting  with  men  in  whose  practi- 
cal opinions  I  owdit  to  have  oonfldeooe,  vxA 
judging  as  weD  as  I  nu^fin- myself  I  amown- 
pelled  to  believe  that  each  of  those  bills  with- 
draws, and  intends  to  withdraw,  from  our 
immature  and  springing  mannfootnres,  whatever 
of  certain  and  substantial  protection  th^  now 
ei^oy.  The  real  qoestion  pending,  therefore^ 
ia  the  broad  une  which  gentlemen  have  dis- 
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coMed — Bhall  the  eziadng  proteetive  B^itaii  be 
maintained,  or  shall  it  be  orerthrown,  either  hj 
direct  abolition,  or  hy  compromise  1 

I  hare  Ustened,  sir,  to  this  discasrioD  with 
great  Interest.   The  magnitnde  of  tJie  conae- 

anences  which  all  admit  depend  npoa  it,  and 
M  abili^  with  whioh  it  has  bem  Hostained, 
have  made  it  to  me  a  memorable  and  inatrno- 
Uto  oeearion.  Bat  In  aU  that  I  hsTe  heard 
thera  haa  beoi  only  tme  plausible  rsaaoa  sog^ 
geated  for  the  abaaidoaniant  of  the  ]iro(aetiTe 
system.  That  reascm  is,  that  the  system  opw- 
ate«  with  a  local  and  psjiial  severity  upw  the 
planting  States.  It  ia  tme  that  otiier  oonslder- 
ationa  are  pressed  in  arffoment.  The  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  who  nas  Jnst  resumed  his 
seat,  (Ur.  Wildb,)  does  not  confine  himself  ex- 
olasively  to  the  seoUonal  ohjeetion.  Else- 
where, as  well  as  in  the  South,  there  is  hostility 
to  the  ^stem.  Elsewhere,  as  well  as  there, 
there  are  political  ec(Hiomiits  and  potiticians 
who  maintiUn  that  it  rests  upon  an  nnsonnd 
theny  of  the  wealtii  of  nations;  thatitmidnly 
depresses  and  undoly  fostera  IndiTidoal  hiter- 
ests ;  that  it  Is  aristoeratical  and  anti*repnUi- 
oan  in  its  tendenoies,  and  that  it  prodoeaa,  in 
the  long  run,  national  loss  and  naticaial  immf>< 
rality.  ElsOTrhm,  as  wdl  as  there,  there  are 
parsnits  on  whioh  some  of  its  iirovirions  do 
press  with  unquestionable  seven^.  Every- 
where, as  well  as  there,  it  produoes  some  good 
and  some  evlL  like  all  other  oontrivanoee  of 
man;  and  it  divides  public  opinion,  to  some 
extent,  like  every  other  snbjeot  which  address- 
es itself  to  the  reason  and  paasionB  of  man. 
But  I  am  sure  I  wpnk  the  sentiment  of  nine  in 
ten  of  the  oonunittee  when  I  say  that,  were  it 
not  fiv  its  alleged  aeveri^  of  iveasnre  i^»on  the 
Sooth,  there  wonld  be  no  i^ansilrility  whatso- 
ever in  this  formidable  attack  opon  it.  But  for 
this  we  shoold  utterly  reject  the  suggestion  so 
often  reiterated  here  and  elsewhere,  that  the 
extinguishment  oS  the  national  debtaffords  a  fit 
opportimity  for  overthrowing  it.  We  should 
see  nothing  at  all  of  that  crisis  which  inspires 
BO  much  newspq>er  eloqnenoe.  What,  but  for 
this,  sbonld  we  do  f  Why,  as  a  matter  of  oourse, 
as  fliist  as  we  ooold,  we  should  reduce  the  reve- 
nue to  the  wants  of  Government,  but  we  should 
do  this  without  io  mnoh  a*  tonohing  the  prin- 
djde  of  the  protective  portkms  ol  the  tans'. 
Its  detafls  we  ml|^t,  now  or  hereafter,  no  donbt^ 
re-eumine.  We  mi^t  insert  an  item  bere^  or 
strike  out  another  there ;  we  might  restore  the 
true  value  of  the  pomid  atwllng ;  abolish  the 
mysteries  and  abomiuati(m<tfminimuma;  alttt- 
the  place  and  mode  of  appraising  goods ;  sub- 
stitute eash  payments  of  duties  for  credits ;  and 
if  any  interest  affected  by  the  general  system 
should  be  found  tosufTermoreor  gain  less  than 
others,  we  might  relieve  it  by  exemption  or 
drawbaok ;  but  the  system  itsw^  in  its  general 
priw^le,  grand  ontline&  and  substantial  oou- 
atroooon,  nobody  woola  dream  of  tampering 
with. 

I  repeat  i^  then,  the  <mly  planaible  ground  of 


attach  on  this  policy,  here  assumed,  is  this,  that 
it  oppresses  tJie  States  of  the  South  ;  that  it 
bligfata  their  harvests,  blasts  their  fields,  and 
oauaes  the  grass  to  grow  on  the  wharvea,.and 
in  the  great  thorougnfarea  of  their  commercial 
cities ;  that  it  enhances  the  prices  of  aD  they 
buy,  and  depresses  the  prioes  of  all  they  seU. 

To  this  argument  ci  the  South,  Tarious  an- 
swws  may  be  given.  I  ahall  oonflne  myself,  as 
I  have  said,  to  one,  and  that  a  plain,  ivaetical, 
and  intetligiUe  answer.  It  is  this:  that  the 
iiHnry  which  the  abandonment  of  this  ptdiey 
win  do  to  the  individnala,  and  to  the  interests 
and  sections  remotely  or  directiy  connected 
with,  and  dependent  on,  manufaictoring  and 
mechanical  industiy,  and  to  the  country^  will 
ontweigh,  inuneasnrably,  any  rational  estimate 
of  the  good  whioh  it  will  do  to  the  South. 

I  take  it,  air,  if  the  fact  l>e  so,  thisisa  proper 
ar^ment  to  be  addressed  to  the  committee. 
It  u  a  question  of  expedienoy  we  are  debating. 
"  The  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  nimiher  "  is 
the  timiing  oonride»ti(m,lB  it  nott  If  the 
act  to  which  gentlemen  urge  you  so  aaakmdy 
will  ocoasitm  more  evil  than  good,  in  a  laige 
and  oranprehensive  estimate  of  ita  conaeqnuwe^ 
will  yon  M  penoaded  into  it  t 

It  la  tme,  owtainh-,  that  a  diflbrent  doctrine 
has  been  insinuated,  if  not  openfy  pressed,  in 
this  discussion.  It  haa  been  argued  that  this  is 
not  a  questi(m  of  expedienoy,  but  of  right,  joB- 
tice,  and  prindple.  It  has  been  argued  that, 
no  matter  how  great  may  be  the  amount  of  the 
pecuniary,  economical,  individual  and  national 
sacrifice  on  the  one  oceaaoned  by  the 
subversion  of  the  woteetive  policy,  or  how  triv- 
ial  the  oompenaafifA  on  the  <Aher,  oar  SonO- 
em  l»MliraL  m^  demand  its  anfaTersicm  as  a 
matter  of  dear  right  and  jnatioe.  It  is  az^ed, 
or  it  fi^owa  from  what  is  ai^ed,  that  they  may 
put  a  cotton  plantation,  or  a  tobacco  fidd^ 
against  a  thoosand  millions  of  dollars  of  manu- 
faotariog  values,  against  the  oocapations  and 
property  of  aeventeen  States,  and  against  the 
wealth,  power,  ei^oymenta,  and  hopes  of  a 
whole  nation ;  and  demand,  aa  a  claim  of  mere 
right,  that  the  greater  should  be  sacrificed,  not 
for  the  boiefit  of  the  lees,  but  on  a  groondless 
expeoti^ion  of  snoh  a  benefit  That  "  great  in- 
terests" on  whioh  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  BotrunK)  laid  soch  angnificant  un- 
phasia,  abould  preivail  ag^nst  anudl  intereris^ 
and  that  the  minority,  in  a  matter  within  tfieir 
oonstitntional  CMUpebence,  should  preacribe 
mle  to  the  minority,  is  vehemeutlj  denonnoed 
aa  ui^nst  and  intolerable. 

Sir,  I  am  afrud  that  this  lan^age  conveya  no 
nseftd  meaning,  nor  any  meaning  at  all,  for  the 
direction  of  our  duty  as  Icfpslators  in  this  exi- 
genoy.  Observe  that  it  is  not  the  constitution- 
m  power  of  the  majority  in  Oongress  to  make  a 
protecting  tariff  which  gratiemen  deny.  They 
mean  something  more  and  something  dse  than 
l^is.  Probably  they  do  not  doubt  that  you  have 
the  constitutional-  power  to  collect  a  necessary 
and  given  amount  of  revenue,  in  anch  manner 
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as  inddentally  to  extend  protection  to  domestio 
industry.  At  least  they  do  not  verr  disttnctl;' 
deny  it  Observe,  too,  thst  they  do  not  con- 
descend to  say  that  the  minority  ooght  to  weS^ 
this  qaestion  deliberately  and  dispaarionately, 
as  a  grare  and  dlflBonlt  question  of  poUcy,  witii 
a  liberal  indulgence  towards  the  opmions  of  the 
minority  and  with  a  detonnination  if  posdhle 
to  reocmdle  rather  than  saorifioe  the  smaller 
interests,  and  the  8nb<wdinate  good  to  tiie 
nreater.  This  ia  not  the  laaffoage  oi  the  gen- 
aemm.  Th^  go  a  great  way  M^md  and  above 
this.  They  mean  to  sn-,  w  tiiey  say  nothing 
to  the  purpose,  that  in  this  partionlar  case,  the 
majority  of  this  nation,  acting  according  to  the 
forms  of  &e  constitntion,  upon  a  sabjeot  within 
the  Jniisdiction  of  the  General  GoremmeDt, 
have  no  right  to  determhie  the  national  policy, 
or  have  no  right  to  determine  it  as  the  greatest 
good  of  the  greatest  number  ^all  in  the  jadg- 
ment  of  the  m^ority  reqnire,  bat  as  the  minor- 
ity shall  dictate.  They  assert  a  moral  right,  or 
some  sort  of  right,  not  a  constitatjonal  one,  to 
have  the  protecting  systehi  forthwith  abandon- 
ed with  reference  to  oonseqaeuoee.  ju»- 
tUia,  nuU  mhmy  say  they.  Sir,  the  ardor  of 
deh^  has  hurried  gentlemen  into  exaggerated 
expression  or  oonfainon  of  thonght  Let  ns,  to 
use  the  language  of  a  distingtiisned  indlTidnal, 
one  of  that  Oongresa  of  which  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  pir.  Wilds)  has  just  fmushed 
ns  so  many  interesting  recollections,  and  whose 
great  names  he  has  prised  with  so  mncb  can- 
dor and  discrimination — "  let  ns  seek  for  clear 
ideas."  I  suppose  myself^  upon  the  general 
question  of  continuing  or  withdrawing  protec- 
tion, to  he  one  of  the  minority  of  this  Legida- 
tnre.  The  oonstitntional  power  to  contiuue  or 
withdraw  protection  is  ood  ceded  to  ns.  By 
what  prininple  of  p<ditioal  mraaUty  oa^t  we 
to  r^olato  tke  exerase  of  this  power!  For  all 
legislation  which  is  admitted  to  Im  authorized 
hj  the  OQDBtitation,  thepeople  of  the  United 
States  are  one  people.  The  confederated  char- 
acter of  the  Government  and  the  separate  exist- 
ence of  the  States,  for  all  such  legialatitm,  are 
of  no  importance.  The  power  of  Uie  minority, 
and  the  rule  of  poUtioal  morality  which  should 
control  its  exercise,  are  preoisefy  the  same  for 
snoh  legislation,  as  if  the  Government  were 
consolidated,  and  our  people  *'  one,  indivisible, 
and  homoeeneouB,"  as  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  dee(aibes  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  people  of  England.  Local  in- 
tereita,  pnrsuits,  and.  opinions  thcffe  are,  ci 
course,  di^rent,  cmflioting,  almost  irreoui- 
dlable.  The  South,  the  Kortb,  the  West,  have 
each  their  own.  We  are  oaUed  to  deliberate 
upon  a  policy  which  affects  them  all;  some 
favorably,  others  an&v<»ably,  or  less  fkvorahly. 
What  is  the  rule  of  our  right  and  oor  duty  ? 
Sir,  we  ought,  if  we  could  do  so,  to  adopt  a 
policy  which  shall  reconcile  and  harmonize  all 
,these  interests,  and  promote  the  good  of  all,  and 
of  all  equally.  But  that  is  ImDoeeible.  What 
then  are  we  to  do  ?  Oonsolt  toe  greatest  good 
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of  the  greatest  number ;  regardless  where  or  oil 
whom  the  particular  hardship  which  all  general 
policy  must  produce  shall  mil,  but  regretting 
that  it  ahonld  fall  on  anybody,  and  lightening  it 
as  well  as  we  may.  The  moral  right  of  the 
minority  is  that  the  majority  shall  exercise  a 
sound  discretion  in  good  raith.  The  moral  duty 
of  the  ininority  is  acquiescence.  If  they  are 
subjected  to  loss  and  hardship,  and  it  he  direct, 
specific,  measurable  in  money,  or  such  as  the 
customs  of  dvU  sodetjes  reoogmse  as  a  fit  sab- 
jeot of  compensation,  they  must  be  compen- 
sated. If  80,  it  is  what  the  gentleman  inm 
South  Carolina  calls  darnnwn  abtqw  imjurio. 
Extreme  cases  provide  for  themselves,  and  are 
a  law  unto  themselves.  All  this,  Jeremy  Ben- 
tbam  and  the  Westmnister  Beview,  to  which 
we  have  been  sent,  in  tiie  course  of  tiiis  discus- 
sion, to  learn  political  economy,  would  say  is 
too  clear  for  ailment.  I  agree,  certunly,  that 
it  is  a  very  grave  qnestion  of  expediency,  ' 
whether  we  shul  perpetaate  a  system  which  is 
sapposed  to  diatnbato  its  good  and  its  evil 
aeotionally ;  its  good  over  one  region,  and  its 
evil  over  anotiier.  I  shonld  bentato  a  littie 
longer  perhaps  ap(m  a  measure  whi<^  was  op- 
posed by  the  entire  peo{de  of  a  ringle  8tat& 
than  upon  one  which  was  cmposed  by  an  equal 
number  of  persons  scattered  through  the  twenty- 
four  States.  H  the  navigating  interest  of  this 
country  were  confined  to  South  Carolina,  and 
her  whole  population  were  oonoemed  in  that 
interest,  gentiemen  might  not  think  it  expedient 
perhaps  to  burden  it  as  they  burden  it  now. 
The  power  and  right  of  the  m^ority,  and  the 
duty  of  the  mincmtyt  would,  however,  remain 
the  same. 

Then,  sir,  to  pass  on.  If  the  injury  to  other 
sections,  interests,  and  individuals,  and  to  the 
n^icm,  will  exceed  the  benefit  to  the  Soutii,  the 
measore  recommended  is  inexpedient,  and  must 
be  r^ected.  Take,  then,  as  well  as  you  can, 
the  dimensions  of  the  evil  of  all  eorto,  which 
you  will  do  if  yon  overturn  this  system.  Con- 
sider first  the  magnitode  and  character  of  the 
interests  which  it  shelters,  and  their  d^s 
upon  your  care.  I  could  not,  in  an  hour,  enu- 
merate the  various  agricultural  products  and 
branches  of  mechanical  and  manafecturing  in- 
dustry, which  make  up  the  vast  aggregate  and 
eonffertM,  so  to  speaik,  of  your  protected  inter- 
ests. It  would  be  still  less  easy  to  express 
their  valne  in  '*moneyBnambered,"orto  gauge 
Ute  hdght,  deptii,  lengUi,  and  breadth  m  the 
mischief  which  is  memtatad.  Tou  know,  in 
general,  that  this  interest  haa  swoUea  to  many 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  You  know  that  it 
comprehends  many  agrioultaral  producte  to 
which  the  wisdom  of  all  civilized  nations  haa 
ascribed  the  first  importance,  and  the  whole 
circle  of  the  plain,  substantial,  and  useful  arts, 
trades,  and  branches  of  manufacture^  which 
eharaoteiize  the  jadidoua  and  practical  mdnstry 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  of  men,  wheresoever 
upon  eartii  they  are  found.  Yon  know  that  it 
is  no  local  ot  aabor^nate  interest.  Viewing  it 
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merely  u  a  busliiesa  which  is  pnraaed,  and  a 
property  which  \e  holdea  hj  iadiridiuls,  it  is 
punned  and  holden  in  the  East,  in  the  central 
Statea,  in  the  West,  in  the  South,  and  in  the 
SoQtliwest ;  and  thousands  of  those  dawes  of 
our  dtiaens  whom  the  legislator  would  most 
with  to  &TOr,  laborers,  meehaolcs,  fivmers, 
c^)italisti  o£  mlddUng  fintonesL  their  own  ao* 
qnisitioo,  havaoonneotedtbttDsdTes  inseparably 
with  its  prosperitj  and  its  dedine.  I  might 
impress  perhaps  a  more  vtrid  and  Jnst  conoep* 
tioD  of  its  importance  and  character,  hj  enter- 
ing into  some  details.  But  it  is  neeolesa.  I 
speak  to  statesmen  who  hold  the  fate  of  the 
whole  naUonal  industry  in  thdr  hands,  who 
are  now  deliberating  upon  a  measure  pregnant 
with  its  fate,  and  they  hare  snrelj  prepared 
themselves  for  snoh  a  duty  by  a  careful  surrey 
of  its  particular  employments,  aa  well  a»  Ha 
grand  aggregate  and  magnitude. 

Bemember  now  the  cUims  which  this  indus- 
try has  upon  you.  Sir,  had  these  interesta 
spnmg  qHmtaneonsly  np  amoogst  us,  had  they 
0own  by  your  n^leet,  instead  of  baling 
flourishea  by  your  care,  no  statesman  would 
sacrifice  or  tamper  with  them.  They  are  too 
vast  and  predons  to  be  thrown  away,  "as  a 
drunkard  flings  his  treasure  from  him^''  and  too 
complex  and  delicate  to  be  sabjeoted  to  bold  the- 
ories and  untried  experiments.  But  to  pass  a 
bill  in  two  sections,  such  as  this  of  tite  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  dooming  the  whole 
body  of  them  to  ruin,  utter  and  immediate,  no 
GoTwnmeot  which  Ood  ever  suffered  to  stand 
one  hundred  years  upon  the  earth  ever  did  such 
a  deed.  HowoTer  they  may  hare  grown  up, 
whenceeoerw  they  came,  every  Government 
deserving  the  name  of  a  Oovemment,  every 
statesman  aq>iring  to  the  character  of  a  states- 
man, would  regard  them  as  a  vast  addition  to 
the  wealth,  e^padlies,  enjoyment,  and  power 
of  the  nation,  and  would  cultivate  them  accord- 
ingly. 

But  attend  to  the  nature  and  limitatitms  of 
this  pledge.  "What  was  the  extent  of  the  assur- 
ance ^ven  to  the  ci^ital  and  labor  of  the  coun- 
try, by  the  passage  of  your  various  tariffis  of 
protection!  Why,  yon  ondertoot  to  those 
who  acted  on  it^  to  oontinoe  to  affiwd  them  snoh 
and  so  much  protection  against  foreigners  as 

Son  can  affi>rd  by  agy  prawoable  nssBnoment  af 
uties  of  revenue.  You  are  not  to  raise  revenue 
for  protection.  You  raiBe  it  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government,  the  army,  the  navy, 
oivii  listj  pensions,  and  miscellanies,  and  yon 
are  to  raise  no  more  than  is  neoessary  for  tlioae 
purposes.  The  amount  thus  raised  is  first  to 
be  fixed  by  reference  to  those  purpoeee,  and 
then  that  amount  is  to  be  distributed  upon  the 
olije(^  of  im^rtation,  as  to  afford  the  utmost 
practicable  incidental  protection  to  domestic 
manufactures,  if  so  mucn  is  neoessary.  If  that 
blessed  consummation  so  devoutly  wished  by 
the  r^rt  of  tiie  Oommittae  <n  Ways  and 
Veans  should  ever  be  realised,  and  the  Govern* 
ment  should  come  to  be  administOTed  fbr 
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nothing,  the  manufacturer  gets  no  mmw  proteo- 
tion  in  this  form.  If  five  milUona  Bho>nid  ever 
suffice  to  defray  the  expeoees  of  administering 
it,  that  sum  measures  the  limits  of  proteetioii. 
So  far  the  manufscturer  takes  his  riw,  beeaiBM 
he  reposes  upon  a  system  which  couples  protec- 
tion with  revenue,  and  makM  {woteotiai  anb- 
ordinate  to  revenue. 

Sir,  I  limit  and  qualify  this  legialative  pledge 
still  more  strictly,  I  agree  that,  if  after  the 
adoption  of  ihe  protective  policy  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, after  capital  had  been  invested,  and 
mannfartnres  had  begun  to  ^wing  up  beneatlt 
that  policy ;  if,  after  all  this,  a  new  state  of 
&cta  substantially  should  present  itself;  if  it 
should  be  ascertained  dther  that  no  further 
protection  was  necessary,  the  mannfactares 
having  outgrown  that  neoessity,  or  that  all 
further  protection  was  unavailing  and  inexpe- 
dient, it  being  disoovered  to  be  impossible  to 
introduee  or  aostain  them  by  audi  veana^  or 
that  unforeseen  and  great  misohieft  to  other 
paramount  interests  would  attend  thdr  aoooess- 
ibl  introduction  by  sndi  means,  then  the  ]4edge 
would  be  no  longer  obligatory,  and  Government 
might  abandon  the  policy  of  protection  withont 
staining  its  honor,or  inqwiringoonfidoieeinils 
justice.  To  this  extent  also  tne  manufaetnrer 
takes  his  risk. 

This  brings  us,  nr,  to  the  great  qneaticn  ixpoa 
which  tills  ddiberation,  in  um  view  oi  a  prao- 
tioal  statesman,  mainly  turns.  Has  a  state  <tf 
facta,  substantially  new  and  material,  arisen 
since  the  year  18S4,  or  the  year  1828,  which 
dischanjes  yon  of  your  ^edge,  and  renden  it 
honoraue^  eipedieni^  anid  honest  to  abandon 
the  prateeted  taiteresta,  and  change  the  p<^oy 
then  deliberately  adc^ted  t  Sir,  the  Congreas 
of  1624,  and  that  of  1888,  had  their  dnty  to  do, 
and  we  have  ours.  They  had  their  respoom- 
biUties,  and  we  have  ours.  In  the  diecbarge  of 
that  duty,  under  the  whole  wei^t  of  thai 
responsibility,  they  settled  this  p<wcy,  and,  in 
view  of  the  vast  interests  now  embarked  in  it, 
we  are  to  assume  that  it  was  rightly  settled. 
Our  business  ts  to  inquire  whether,  in  the  dj^t 
years  which  have  unce  elapsed,  matter  at  aset 
facto  has  arisen,  reqi^Ting  os  to  undo  what  they 
have  dime.  Has  it  been  asowtdned,  then,  that 
no  further  protection  is  neoessary,  manofaotarea 
having  outgrown  snoh  neceadty  t  Nobody  pt^ 
tends  this.  It  is  admittod  by  every  me  who 
hM  debated  this  question  hue,  and  by  the 
wh<de  anti-tariff  press,  that  continued  proteo- 
tiini  to  some  extent  ia  iadispensablej  if  tiie 
o^eot  be  to  retain  the  manofacturets  in  thdr 
business,  uid  keep  up  the  wages  (Mf  labor.  If  the 
object  be  to  drive  them  out  of  their  budneas,  oe 
to  reduce  the  wages  of  free  labor  to  a  levd  with 
the  wages  of  European  panperism,  it  ia  a  differ- 
ent thing.  Has  it  been  ascertained,  howevo-, 
let  it  be  further  demanded,  that  the  protected 
manufactums  have  reached  such  a  point  tiiat 
the  rate  of  duties  ^opoaed  by  the  bill  anbmitted 
by  the  Beeretary  of  tiie  IVaamrr  tOI  affiwd 
them  adaqnate  protectioDt  In  ouer  wordi^  is 
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it  ascertained  that  the  proposed  daties  are  as 
aeearatdj  adwted  and  adjusted  to  the  present 
oonditioii  of  domeitio  mannbetorea,  as  the 
existintr  daties  were  adq>ted  to  ^elbe  condition 
vbMi  uiej  vere  hii  on. 

Jn  1824  and  1628  certain  protecting  dnties 
were  imposed.  This  was  done  npon  great  con- 
sideration, and  a  carefol  study  of  this  most 
complex  subject  in  all  its  parts  and  all  its  bear- 
ings. It  has  not  been  iotunated  by  any  gentle- 
man, and  not  a  tittle  of  proof  has  been  addnoed 
on  this  occasion  to  show  that  those  dnties, 
taking  into  consideration  the  state  of  onr  mana- 
faotorefl  then,  were  too  high  for  their  object — 
effectual  protection.  Bnt  it  is  a  common  and 
plausible  thing  to  say  that  as  a  mano&ctore 
grows,  and  strikes  its  root  deeper,  and  acquires 
nardinood  and  a  setf-snstidniDgo^tadty,  as  skill 
is  improTod,  and  oai^tal  flows  into  tiie  employ- 
ment, and  domestic  competition  becomes  aaven- 
tnroTM  and  fortunate,  that,  then,  less  tiian  the 
original  degree  of  protection  is  necessary,  and 
dnties  may  come  down  somewhat  This  is  the 
argoment  from  whiofa  tiiere  is  most  to  dread. 
Sir,  tibia  project  of  reducing  dnties  of  proteo* 
tlon,  to  keep  pace  with  a  supposed  advance- 
ment <^  the  mannfaotnre,  Is  the  most  delicate 
bosineea  that  ever  was  ondertaken.  The  prob- 
lem is  this :  if  mzty  per  oent.  was  only  adequate 
protection  in  1682  ?  Nay,  the  proUou  is  still 
more  oom|dioated.  Ton  inwpose  to  abolish 
mmimnms ;  md  therefore  the  qoestion  is,  what 
ad  Talcnrem  dnty  now  win  be  an  exaet  equivalent 
for  the  artificial  spedfio  dnty  of  tiie  existing 
tariff?  Here,  preuilrai,  certainty,  proof,  sccn- 
rate  oaloulaticm,  are  every  thing,  five  per 
cent,  more  or  less  may  make  all  the  difference 
between  a  protecting  duty  and  a  dnty  which 
yields  no  protection.  The  loose,  indolent,  and 
mischievons  saggestion  so  often  repeated,  with 
BO  littie  meaning,  that  mannfaotnres  can  now 
to  a  great  degree  take  care  of  themselves,  is  an 
unsafe  guide  of  practical  l^iAlation.  Who^ 
are  the  proob  on  whidi  you  assort  that  this 
industry  can  anstain  this  reducti(mt  Show 
your  estimates,  Wwk  out  the  sum.  Tfiim  the 
OMmlex  and  eareftd  oaknlation  npon  which 
the  Oongress  of  1828  proceeded ;  go  over  item 
by  item,  and  let  ns  see  np<m  what  supposed 
alteration  of  t^nmstanoes  you  gronnd  tiiis 

Senlous  experiment.  The  cost  of  forei^  pro- 
notion,  the  cost  of  domestic  prodaotion,  the 
dangers  firom  flnotnations  of  foreign  markets 
and  bnsinesa,  and  from  frauds  npon  yonr  own 
eustom-honfles,  is  there  any  new  light  upon 
these  subjects  t  Have  you  examined  witnesses  f 
Have  yon  so  much  as  read  an  affidavit?  Have 
you  taken  an  observation  ?  or  do  yon  go  by  dead 
reokcmingf  iuid,  ^ther  way,  do  tet  ns  look 
over  yonr  day's  wortc  I  Sir,  th^  who  are  striv- 
ing to  overtom  tbe  mtem  d  protection,  act 
intelligently  and  cfmststentiy  in  voting  for  this 
redaction  of  dnty,  if  they  can  obtain  no  more, 
rega^Uess  of  its  extent  and  consequences.  Bat 
I  entreat  the  mi^tMltf  of  this  House,  the  ftimds 
and  flnuners  of  the  ^ystem^  to  be  owtions  how 
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they  receive  the  delusive,  or,  at  the  best,  donbt- 
fol  proportion,  that  a  dntgr  of  one-half  will 
as  eflbotnally  protect  tide  interests  to  which  th^ 
are  devoted,  now,  as  the  whole  duty  protected 
them  when  it  was  first  imposed.  They 
voluntarily  renounce  protection,  if  they  thiu 
the  times  demand  the  sacrifice.  Bat  let  them 
not  be  deluded  out  of  it  \  nor  attempt  to  eooQie 
the  conntry  by  the  pretence  that  it  has  been  * 
preserved,  when  they  know  it  has  not,  or  do 
not  know  that  it  has. 

Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  submit  that  it  has  not 
been  ascertained,  since  1824  or  1828,  that  no 
further  protection  is  necessary,  nor  that  the  pro- 
posed degree  of  reduced  protection  is  all  wbicJi 
IB  necessary. 

Well,  sir,  has  it  been  ascertained  that  proteo- 
Htm  is  nmmiling  and  inexpedient^  it  being  now 
discovered  to  be  impoarihte  to  introduce  oomes- 
tio  manufactures  by  sach  means  at  all,  or  at 
least  without  great  and  disproportionate  ex- 
penses t  Let  it  be  premised  tiiat  it  is  only  four 
years  since  the  system  was  consummated. 
Even  if  you  date  back  trom  1824,  it  is  quite 
too  short  a  time  to  develop  the  fair  action  of  a 
complex  policy  like  this.  He  is  a  bold  states- 
man, and  that  is  a  bold  parly  and  a  bold  Admin- 
istration which  will  say  the  result  of  such  an 
experiment  has  demonstrated  that  this  kind  of 
industry  cannot  be  engrafted  upon  the  stock  of 
themasoulinemorality,  energetic  habits,  the  skill, 
perseverance,  and  frugality  of  this  people.  How- 
ever the  system  had  operated,  nobody  oonld  s^ 
it  had  f^ed  on  a  fair  trial,  and  therefore  shoidd 
be  aband<a»d.  Bat  I  go  farther.  I  ask  every 
member  ot  this  ocmumttee,  if  even  the  brief, 
and  in  some  respects  unfavorable  experiment 
which  has  been  made,  does  not  prove  conolu- 
Edvely  that  this  seed  is  sown  on  good  ground, 
and  that,  although  it  is  yet  but  in  the  blade 
and  the  green  ear,  it  will  shoot  higher,  and 
bring  forth  of  fall  com  in  the  ear  a  hundred 
fold.  You  have  not  overrated  the  capacities  of 
your  country;  nor  erred  in  your  vision  of  her 
greatness,  we  see  far  enough  to  know  that 
whatever  of  wealth,  power,  6i^(^ment,  and 
aggrandizement,  a  diverdfled,  persevering,  re- 
warded,  int^eotual  indnstry  will  bestow  npcu 
a  nation,  is  already  within  our  grasp.  We  see 
far  enough  to  know  that  the  same  great  power 
of  the  social  world,  which  reared  and  whidi 
upholds  the  strong  columns  of  England's  ocean 
throne,  will  carry  as  up  also  td  the  same  daz- 
zling elevation,  and  cover  us  over,  in  the  ful- 
ness of  time,  with  the  same  brightness  <rf  glory. 
Sia  tibi  etiam  itwr  ad  attra/ 

Gentiemen  say,  however,  that  they  admit  yon 
can  introduce  and  eetabliah  manufactnres  by  a 
protective  policy,  but  it  will  cost  too  much 
The  price  paid  by  the  omsnmers  of  the  oonntry  is 
too  Idgh,  and  the  remnneratitm  which  we  antioi- 

Sato  is  too  remote  and  too  inadequate.  ffir,tiiit 
oes  not  come  to  the  point.  Yon  expected  it 
would  cost  something  thus  to  introduce  maun- 
beturesL  when  you  adopted  tiiis  policy.  Yon 
expected  a  temponry  enhancement  of  prices  to 
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the  constimen,  and  jou  looked  forward  to  a 
gnat  ultimate  national  oompeniation,  overbal- 
Isnciog  this  aacrifioe^  **  oaating  jaat  bread  i^cm 
the  watera  to  reoure  it  a^dn  after  dudj 
days." 

The  true  question  is  this:  Has  it  been  proved, 
by  the  experiment  of  these  eight  years,  that  it 
will  cost  more  than  yon  expected  to  establish 
*  mannfaotnres  by  a  protective  policy  I  Do 

{>rloe8  stand  higher,  or  is  domestic  competition 
ess  enterprisiiig  and  snccessfiiL  or  have  mann- 
f&ctnree  ariTen  more  feeUy  uian  7011  antiot- 
pated,  rendering  it  probaUe  that  ytm  will  be 
n>roed  to  ^ve,  not  too  madi  for  the  whistle, 
Imt  more  than  yoa  meaot  to  give  ?  Sir,  the 
reverse  of  all  this  has  happened.  The  fiiends 
and  foes  of  the  system  luve  been  alike  disap- 
pointed by  its  splendid  and  qtiick  aaccess. 
Ihloes  have  fallen,  from  some  oanse,  competition 
is  crowded  and  bold,  and  mannfactnres  have 
mnltiplied  themselves,  if  it  so  peases  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  **  beyond  the  dreams  cH 
avarice,"  or  of  enthasiasm. 

Has  the  experiment  proved  that  the  snooeea- 
fbl  introdnction  of  manofactares,  by  aid  of  this 
kind  of  leg^slatioo.  wwks  oot  in  any  w^  an 
OTerbalanoe  d  natuoal  ti^nry  f  Boea  it  ope- 
rate to  diminish  rerenne^  or  to  dqmsi  trade, 
navigatira,  oommeroe  and  agrionltare^  and  the 
wages  of  labw  ?  Do  the  great  eitiea  wUher 
nnder  this  onrset  Does  the  country  wither 
nnder  it  I  Does  it  txsin  to  develop  antl-repub- 
llcan  and  aristocraticarinflnencee  in  onr  society  t 
No,  rir;  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  himself 
admits  that  the  eye  of  man  never  reposed  upon 
ft  more  soothing  spectacle  of  general  enjoyment 
and  prosperity  than  that  whifih  this  whole  land 
— excepting  only,  what  I  do  not  except,  the 
Sonthern  region  of  misery — this  mcnnent  pre- 
sents. "  Thrice  h^>p7f  if  we  bat  knew  onr  hap- 
piness 1" 

Will  it  be  aald,  howOTer,  that  pablio  aeotl- 
ment  hai  at  length  declared  agunst  the  sya* 
tern,  and  that  this  is  a  new  fact,  relieving  yon 
<ii  jmt  {dedgCj  and  raqniring  yon  to  retrace 
your  steps  t  Sir,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  Government  settled  this  policy  a^unst 
a  very  divided  public  opinion,  ana  uiere- 
fore  the  continnanoe  of  snon  a  divided  opinion 
ooght  to  he  oautiondy  received,  as  a  reason 
for  receding  fk-om  it  I  do  not  know  that 
in  1824  the  weight  of  opinion  was  not  against 
the  protectlDg  tariff.  The  literary  prees  of 
this  country  and  of  Bngland,  the  professed  and 
perhaps  nnoere  sentimrats  of  British  states- 
men nven  out  in  Pari  lament  about  that  time, 
the  whole  navigatiiis  and  eommerdal  interests, 
the  united  East  and  Booth,  scnne  of  the  first 
abilitiea  of  the  day  In  Congress,  enoonntered  by 
mat  abilities,  it  is  true,  on  tilie  other  Me; 
tttese  were  agahist  it,  and  yet  it  was  adopted. 
Is  anybody  so  weak  as  to  suppose  that  a  trial 
of  eight  years  would  convert  all  this  body  of 
opposition  ever  to  the  tariff?  Can  you  then 
honorably  urge  this  antidpated  continnanoe  of 
hoatitityi  snpporiog  it  were  nndiminldied,  as  a 


reason  (or  ^ving  up  a  ^stem  with  which  so 
many  intereste  have  since  been  intertwined, 
and  which  yon  adopted  in  defiance  of  that  hos- 
tility t  But,  sir,  tus  is  not  aU.  Every  candid 
man  who  hears  me,  will  admit  that  pabltc  senti- 
ment is  more  &vorabIe  to  the  preservation  cf 
the  tariff,  than  it  was  to  its  passage.  Ihe 
press,  the  elections,  tbe  voice  of  tiie  Korthem 
States,  Maryland,  of  East  Tennessee,  every 
thing  proves  it 

Will  it  be  said  finally,  that  although  mpoei- 
tion  haa  diminished  upon  tbe  wh^  it  has 
however  assnnied  an  anoraalona,  organiaed, 
■emi-belllgerant  ft«m  in  <me  Statej  that  Sooth 
Carolina  will  secede  tttm  the  l^iian  in  fiv« 
m<»iths,  if  you  do  not  abandon  the  protected 
interests  t  Is  this  a  new  and  matmial  Sk^ 
which  requires  us  to  abandon  them  f 

This  is  a  topic  of  great  delicacy.  The  \em 
perhaps  I  say  about  it,  the  better.  It  may 
appear  preeumptiious  in  me,  after  the  solemn 
assevendion  of  the  gentieman  from  Sooth  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  MoDurm,)  whose  great  talents  and 
energetic  and  persevering  oharaoter  so  well  fit 
him  for  fulfilling  his  own  prediction,  if  he 
should  be  BO  minded,  (I  do  not  think  he  will,) 
to  express  tbe  t^rinin  uuit  Bootti  OaroliBa  will 
neither  nullify  nor  aeoede ;  yet  soBh  is  new- 
tfaekas  my  prevailing  <^dnion,  and  oatiuDlTiny 
hope.  Oiie  thing  I  take  leave  to  aur,  iritti  tiw 
fireedom  which  is  tiie  privUeae  and  dnt7  of  the 
humblest  in  thia  body.  She  nas  no  more 
and  no  fidrer  pretext,  to  leave  the  Union,  if  yoo 
continue  this  policy,  than  Massachusetts  has  to 
go,  if  you  ftbuidon  it  No  casuistry  can  dis- 
tinguish between  the  two  oases.  In  181 S,  Has- 
sachusetts  resisted  the  adoption  of  the  pcdicy, 
and  Sooth  Oaroltna  favored  it  In  1824  »xA 
1838,  they  stood  t(^|ether  in  oppoation.  It 
was  adopted.  Massachusetts  aoqniesoed  in  tbe 
declared  and  oonstitutional  will,  withdrew  her 
capital  from  the  sea,  and  with  no  good  grace  at 
first  began  to  manufacture.  Scmth  Carolina 
stood  out  ^^ainst  the  lav.  fflw  aaka  you  to 
repeal  it  to-day,  because  it  does  her  »  great 
injury.  Massachusetts  asks  you  not  to  ie|ieal 
it,  because  that,  will  do  ho*  a  great  iqjuiy. 
Where  Is  tbe  difference?  But  the  gentletDaa 
said  that  it  is  a  great  prindple  South  Carolina 
contends  frx ;  that  her  cause  is  ^oriooa,  oodh 
mending  her,  whether  she  succeed  or  fail,  to  Um 
approbation  of  the  world  and  poeteri^. 

Sir,  there  is  no  more  principle  on  uie  Sooth 
Carolina  side  of  this  controvra^,  than  there  is 
on  tbe  MassaohnsetiB  side  of  it  She  would 
repeal  the  law,  to  benefit  her  cotton  planters, 
we  would  retun  it^  to  benefit  our  cotton,  wool- 
len, and  dasa  manufaotnrrav,  and  keep  up  the 
wuea  (H  free  labor.  It  does  no  discredit  to 
^uer  State  to  admit  that  it  is.  a  matter  (tf 
property  and  interest  which  is  in  dispnta  I 
think  Burke  says  that  all  the  great  contests  for 
liberty  in  modem  times  have  turned  ohi^y 
upon  questions  of  ta:dn2.  But  I  cannot  allow 
that  (»e  State  has,  in  thu  particular,  any  advan- 
tage over  the  other. 
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Now,  idr,  I  will  judge  other  States  by  mj  own 
State.  When  I  return  to  my  oonstitaeiits,  and 
ther  ask  me  if  this  rote  which  I  am  to  give 
will  not  help  to  drive  South  Carolina  ont  of  the 
Union.  I  shall  answer  no ;  that  Soath  Carolina 
IB  as  patriotio  as  Haasaohusetts.  I  shall  remind 
them  that  if  this  great  question  had  gone  against 
OB ;  had  OoDgress  in  good  faith,  and  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  its  best  discretion,  decided  to  abandon 
the  protective  Bystem  altogether,  and  thus  had 
swept  the  *' sweet  and  cheerful  surface"  of 
Massachusetts  as  bj  the  fire  of  judgment;  I 
ahall  remind  them  ^at  ahe  would  not  secede, 
and  that  SonOi  Oarolina  is  no  less  nor  more 
pabiotio  than  Uaaaaohoaetts.  Of  oonrse,  the 
presB  will  be,  as  it  it,  inflammatory ;  torbolent 
conventifflis  will  be  Wden ;  lofty,  pasrionate 
language  will  be  uttered ;  rmi  overt  acts  even 
may  be  done.  Bat  I  trust  still  tibat  her  states- 
men, and  men  of  lead,  talent,  and  ednoation ; 
her  moral  and  religious  men;  her  men  of 
weight,  property,  and  character;  and,  above 
oU,  the  old  Sonth  Carolina  rank  and  file,  will 
stand  steadfast  for  union,  as  they  were  once 
foremost  and  first  for  independence.  In  this 
all  of  us  may  be  mistaken.  Bn^  at  all  events, 
I  do  not  recognize,  in  the  portion  of  South 
CarolUia,  that  new  and  unexpected  fact  which 
I  demand  aa  the  condition  upoa  vldoh  tiiiB 
pledgo  may  be  disregarded,  and  flieae  Intereets 
sacrificed. 

Look,  then,  sir,  at  the  evil  which  you  will 
do.  Ton  TioUte  in  some  sort  the  plighted  faith 
of  the  nation.  Tou  inflict  an  injury  upon  those 
who  have  expected  every  thing  from  your 
honor,  beyond  estimate  and  beyond  compensa- 
tion. Sir,  nobody  can  certainly  foretell  the 
manner  or  the  degree  of  the  e£fect  which  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  will  produce.  The  delnge  will  sweep 
over  the  whole  land,  and  swell  up  to  the  tops 
ctf  the  moontains.  How  many  may  escape 
drownings  what  new  fonnationa  may  grow,  and 
alter  what  interval,  jxpon  the  rains  (n  that  old 
and  fidr  creation  that  will  have  perished  in  the 
flood  I  Sir,  this  is  a  speculation  into  wbidt  I 
have  no  means  or  spirit  to  enter.  Some  conse- 
quences, however,  of  passing  such  a  bill  as  that, 
are  manifest.  That  vast  mass  of  property  in 
manufactures  on  hand;  buildings,  machinery, 
stock  in  all  stages  of  the  prooess,  fabrics  un- 
sold, wool,  sheep,  and  the  rest,  would  fall  at 
once,  and  irrecoverably  and  incalculably  in 
value.  Wheels  will  stop;  operatives  will  be 
dismissed ;  buikruptcy  wul  follow ;  and  sud- 
den and  violent  transfers  of  proper^,  and  great 
speoulatiuis  on  great  sacrifices.  A  shock  will 
be  givoi  to  industry  through  all  its  thousand  em- 
ployments. After  some  interval,  perh^w,  of  de- 
presdon  and  apprehension,  capitalists  wonld 
resume  tiie  busmess  with  dimlnidied  confi- 
dence, rednced  and  unsteady  profits,  and  the 
^rages  of  free  labor  at  nine  pence  a  day.  Sir, 
whether  menu&cturing  industry  does  or  does 
not  aurriTe  this  blow,  the  statesman,  the  party, 
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the  Administration,  which  inflicts  it,  has  a  great 
deal  to  answer  for  m  this  worid. 

But  this  is  not  half  the  evil.  The  statesman 
who  does  this  deed,  is  guilty  of  prodigally 
squandering  away  a  national  property  worth 
more  than  the  public  domain.  He  flings  from 
him,  like  a  spendthrift  heir,  all  that  has  yet 
been  done  for  the  establishment  of  domestio 
mannfactures.  He  turns  the  shadow  upon  the 
dial  many  degrees  backwards :  and  now,  after 
so  much  skill  has  been  acquired,  and  so  much 
capital  turned  in ;  just  when  the  first  evils  and 
sacrifices  which  attend  the  introduction  of  this 
industry  by  legislative  ud,  are  beginning  to  be 
compensated ;  just  when  prices  and  profits  are 
fallen  to  their  towest  de^aUe  point,  and  wages 
are  steady  and  reasonably  and  competition 
eager;  just  when  that  which  was  sown  in 
weakness  is  rising  in  strength,  he  throws  it  all 
as  ft  useless  thing  away.  Sir,  I  do  not  believe 
that  Adam  Smith  or  Hr.  Huskisson,  if  they 
were  alive  and  here  to-day,  wonld  give  you  sutui 
counsel.  All  men  admit,  and  free  trade  the- 
orists as  fully  as  any,  that  mann&ctures  are  in- 
dispensable to  the  higher  attainments  of  na- 
tional greatness,  and  consideration,  and  wealth, 
and  e^]oyment.  Nobody  has  demonstrated 
this  pn^KMtion  so  well  as  Adam  Smith.  What 
they  contend  fw  is,  that  you  shall  not  finroe 
manufactures  upon  our  people  by  commerdal 
regulation.  They  are  a  great  good,  only  you 
may  (p,ve  too  much  for  it  But  they  all  admit 
that  manufactures,  however  unphilosophically 
introduced  and  sustained,  when  established, 
are  a  perennial  spring  of  resource  and  energy 
to  a  State.  Tbey  all  admit  that  it  is  the  industry 
of  England,  helped  forward  perhaps  by  a  hun- 
dred foolish  laws  of  Edward  or  Elizabeth,  which 
has  placed  her  at  the  head  of  modem  civiliza- 
tion, and  put  into  her  hands  more  than  the 
sceptre  of  the  sea.  Wl^,  the  gentleman  from 
Yi^inia  himself  (Ur.  Bodldih)  agrees  with 
Alexander  Hamilton  in  his  estimate  of  the  na- 
tional importance  of  mannfactoring  industry. 
Now  you  choose  to  be^n  by  forcing  this  tsp^ 
oies  of  industry  by  a  protecting  tariff.  Grant 
that  yon  started  wrong.  It  is  better  to  go 
through  than  to  go  back.  It  is  more  econom- 
ical to  do  so.  Bo  you  not  see  that  the  country 
has  grown  to  your  laws  f  Occupation,  capitu, 
hope,  which  is  the  life  of  the  world,  are  they 
not  rapidly  accommodating  themselves  to  this 
policy  ?  The  first  bad  eSects,  the  disturbance 
and  derangement  which  mark  the  moment  of 
its  introduction,  are  disappearing.  Consumers 
of  all  dassee  feel  the  ben^ts  of  a  full  domes- 
tio competition.  A  great  body  of  skill  is  gen- 
erated, worth  more,  in  tlie  ocmtemplatltm  of 
philosophical  statesmanship,  than  a  thousand 
mines  cf  luirbfulo  goM.  I  suspect,  therefore, 
that  if  Adam  Smiu  were  to  come  into  this 
at  this  moment,  he  wonld  tell  us  that  to 
be  sore  we  had  started  foolishly ;  that  we  had 
set  at  naught  his  wisest  counsels,  and  were 
rather  an  unmanageable  set  of  pupils  in  pi^ti- 
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cal  ecoDomy ;  but  that  ve  had  gone  bo  far  in, 
that  it  was  better  to  wade  throogh  than  to 
wade  back.  He  would  say,  I  Imagine,  that 
although  it  was  a  bad  calculation  to  prepare 
this  ground  and  sow  thU  seed,  at  ao  roach  ex- 
penae  of  time  and  money,  and  agdnst  all  the 
theories  of  husbandry,  it  would  be  a  still  worse 
one,  now  Uiat  the  season  is  so  far  advanoed, 
and  the  cn^  is  half  leg  hiffb,  to  throw  down 
the  ftnoe,  and  torn  the  cattle  in,  and  wtdt 
throng^  another  long  and  dreary  winter,  in  the 
dream  of  witneesi^  a  spontaneons  crop  of 
American  wheat  Bat  whatever  he  might  say, 
sure  I  am  the  strong  ooramon  sense  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  wiU  tell  you  thia. 

I  obserred  just  now  that  all  men  admit  the 
value  of  manufiactores  to  a  nation,  although 
the^  do  not  admit  that  it  ia  expedient  to  force 
tiieir  growth  by  le^slative  stimulants.  It  es- 
caped my  recollecUon  at  the  moment,  theft  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Ur.  Bxix)  seemed 
to  argofl  not  merely  against  the  protective  sys- 
tem, ont  ag^nat  manufacturing  mdnstry  itself 
as  dangerous  or  undesirable.  He  ar^ed  that 
Enropean  fendal  policy  regarded  it  with  &Tur, 
because  it  threw  great  masses  of  property  into 
few  hands,  depressing  and  impoveriahing  the 
body  of  the  people ;  an  aristocratical  arrange- 
ment, having  a  tendency  to  uphold  a  privile^d 
order,  and  nimiahing  reservoirs  and  cistenis, 
whence  princes  and  barons  might  draw  the  pe- 
cuniaiy  means  of  foreign  or  domestic  war.  Our 
policy  was  diffbrent,  he  argued,  and  would  re- 
gard manufacturing  industry  differently.  Sir, 
without  intending  to  go  oat  my  way  to  dis- 
cuss this  interesmig  topio,  I  will  si^  that  the 
gmtleman^s  theory,  however  ingeniously  sup- 
ported, contradicts  the  whole  history  of  the 
middle  ages,  and  the  whole  history  of  European 
politics  and  industry.  That  history  tells  as 
that  the  small  commerciAl  and  manafaoturing 
corporations  which  grew  up  by  the  seashores 
of  all  the  feudal  kingdoms  of  Europe,  from 
Italy  to  England,  and  from  Spain  to  the  Hanse 
Towns,  were  the  first  seats  of  popular  liberty 
in  modern  Umea.  They  were  the  first,  and 
they  were  long  the  only  spota  where  any  thing 
like  a  free  people  existed,  after  the  wane  of  the 
repnUioan  A&cj  ot  Greece  and  lUnne ;  and  it 
was  the  intelligenoe  andspiritof  this  vtnr  pop- 
ulation which  rent  the  goneons  and  Moody 
trapping^  and  beat  down  the  castle  walls  <» 
feudal  anstocracy,  and  gave  to  the  world  its 
first  idea  of  representattve,  popular  Qovera- 
ment  Modem  European  liberty  was  literally 
the  daughter  of  manufacturing  and  commercial 
industry  and  riches.  "These  pursuits  gave 
men  wealth,  and  wealth  gave  them  leisure,  and 
leisure  reflection,  and  reflection  taught  them 
the  knowledge  and  the  worth  of  social  right." 
The  manufacturers  and  merchants  of  Europe, 
two  hundred  years  before  America  was  discov- 
ered, almost  in  every  feudal  State,  had  com- 
pelled the  prince  and  the  nobles  to  erect  them 
and  thor  representatives  into  a  third  branch 
of  Uie  naUonal  Parliament ;  and  Robertson  ob- 
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serves  "  that  all  the  efforts  for  liberty,  in  evei^ 
country  in  Europe,  have  been  made  by  this 
new  power  of  the  l^slatu^"  It  is  qoite  re- 
markable, that  in  the  time  of  James  L,  as  the 
aocompliuied  historian  of  his  reign  informs 
"  the  puritans  of  England,  the  feamers  of  the 
En^idt  oonstitatiatt,  and  the  finmdm  of  the 
fno  republics,  and  und^led  rdi^on  of  tb»  new 
world,  were  of  &e  middle  olaBi,  weahbj  t»- 
ders,  substantial  shopkeepers,  mechanics,  jour- 
neymen, and  manufacture ;  and  that  they  re- 
sided chiefly  in  the  county  of  Norfi^  Sufff^ 
and  Essex,  in  London,  and  the  dothing  towns 
of  Gloucester,  the  most  jjbpnlous  and  most  civ- 
ilized quarters  of  En^and,  the  principal  se«t  of 
manufactures,  the  asylum  of  Weign  Protest- 
ants, and  the  scene  of  a  large  proportion  of  the 
martyrdoms  of  Uary."  Let  me  read  to  the 
gentleman  a  sentence  or  two  from  an  article,  in 
perhaps  the  ablest  of  the  British  tory  jooraala, 
Blackwood^B  Magarina.  It  was  written  in 
1881 ;  and  the  writer  la  attempting  to  trace 
the  origin  and  caases  of  that  mrit  ot  nfotm 
which  at  tills  moment  ahakea  all  En^and  like 
an  earthquake :  *'  The  two  great  powers  <^>er- 
ating  on  human  afitfrs,  which  are  prodaoBg 
this  progresnve  increase  of  democratio  inflo- 
enco,  are  the  extennon  of  manufaotnrea,  and 
the  influence  of  the  duly  press,  Uanufaatnrea, 
in  every  age  and  quarter  of  the  ^obe,  have 
been  the  fruitful  source  of  democratic  fiseling. 
We  need  not  appeal  to  history  for  this  eteni^ 
truth;  its  exempliflostion  is  too  manifest  in 
the  present  time  to  admit  a  moment's  doubt 
The  mauufaoturers  reside  in  amall  towns.  The 
members  wh<mi  th^  retom  to  PartiaiMnt  vill 
be  the  Uthflil  mirror  at  QuSr  democratio -opin- 
ions. Every  suooeerive  rear  brings  one  of  the 
rural  boroughs  within  ute  vortex  of  maunfac- 
tnring  wealth,  and  tiie  contagion  of  mannfao- 
tnring  d«noormey.  Look  at  I^eeton  and  others, 
and  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  democratic 
tendency  of  mnall  manufacturing  towns."  I 
really  do  not  think  it  neoessaty  to  say  more  to 
prove  that  the  industry  which  we  aak  you  to 
protect  is  not  hostile  to  the  genius  of  oar  insti- 
tutions, and  the  q>irit  of  our  civil  Txdfcry. 

You  see  the  evil  which  you  will  do.  Who 
now  will  ahoT  08  any  good  to  oompenoate  for  ao 
much  evil  t  This  brings  me  to  toe  intenatii^ 
questifm :  is  the  tariff  productive  of  real,  ooi^ 
siderable,  uncompensated  ii^niy  to  the  Sootii  I 
I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  questim  at  length. 
I  have  examined  it  as  well  as  I  ooald;  not  fiv 
the  purpose  of  debating  it  here,  because  I  thoog^ 
my  duty  to  the  South,  my  own  ooDstitDonte, 
and  to  the  country,  required  it.  The  c^nion 
which  I  have  formed,  aoA  on  which  I  ah&U  act, 
I  ask  briefly  to  declare,  without  troubling  yon 
with  the  grounds  of  it  at  large. 

I  do  not  think^  then,  that  it  is  made  out, 
either  as  a  doctrme  of  political  economy  b7 
reasoning,  or  as  a  proposition  oi  fact  by  proofi 
that  the  existing  protective  iiyatem  does  pro- 
dnoe  evil  in  the  South.  Four  d  the  seren 
Southern  States,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Alihama, 
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and  ^inssisnpipi,  are  as  proapowis  as  my  States 
in  the  tJnion.  In  the  other  three,  Virginia, 
North  OaroMna,  and  South  Carolina,  there  is 
no  decliDe,  or  diHtress,  or  decay,  but  there  is 
probably  a  diminished  or  retarded  growth  of 
jnroBperity.  Even  there,  population  advances 
more  rabidly  than  in  the  tariflf  States  of  New 
Hampshire,  Oonnecticnt,  New  Jersey,  or  Dela- 
ware, and  very  nearly  as  rapidly  aa  in  the  tari£f 
State  of  Uassachusetts.  The  attempt  to  trace 
the  canse  of  thia  diminished  prosperity,  what- 
ever may  be  the  degree  of  it,  to  the  tariff,  haa 
been  a  total  £ulare.  Other  facts,  notoriooa 
and  admitted,  explain  all  the  appearances.  The 
OTer-jprodaetkm  of  tlie  great  staple  (tf  cotton, 
and  its  oonseqaent  fall  in  ^rtoe ;  the  aaperior 
ease  and  chefl^meas  with  whidi  it  can  be  r^sed 
IB  Alabama  and  Lonisiana,  compared  with 
Sonth  Carolina;  the  advantage  for  commerce 
possessed  by  New  York  over  Oharleston ;  the 
mil  of  all  prices  and  profits,  and  the  wages  of 
labor  all  over  the  wcvid;  tlie  ^7%at  change  of 
times  within  a  few  years  reqnuing  to  be  met, 
but  not  yet  met  by  a  corresponding  change  of 
economy,  and  the  habits  of  the  South :  these 
canses  and  others,  including  the  pecoliar  char- 
acter of  the  great  body  of  Sont^em  labor,  ex- 
phun  every  thing  which  is  here  relied  on  as 
uidloating  the  bad  effects  of  the  tariff.  To  the 
argnmen^  tiiat  the  tariff  enhances  prices  to  the 
ocHosamer.  there  are  three  answers.  The  first 
is,  that  if  this  be  so,  the  evil  is  not  sectional, 
but  thrown  impartiajly  npon  the  whole  con- 
sumption of  the  United  States.  The  second  is, 
that  there  ia  no  proof,  and  no  reason  to  believe, 
that  prices  wonld  stand  permaneotly  lower  if 
the  protective  policy  were  now  abandoned, 
than  they  will  permanently  stand  under  the 
eteady  operation  of  that  policy.  And  the  third 
is,  that  if  there  is  sectional  grievance,  there  is 
seetional  compensation  also.  The  enhanced 
value  of  slaves  as  a  marlcetaUe  ariide  to  sap- 
ply  the  growing  demand  in  the  Southwest,  the 
withdrawal  cit  oapital  firom  cotton  to  sugar  in 
Louiaiana,  the  inoreasing  demand  for  cotton 
and  floor  in  the  North,  the  inoreasing  ability 
of  the  Northern  population  to  consnme  gem 
en^y,  creating  an  enlarging  demand  for  ell 
sorts  of  foreign  goods,  and  an  enlar^ng  corre- 
spondent demand  for  Southern  exports  to  pay 
for  Ibose  goods ;  in  all  these  ways,  if  there  is 
sectional  grievance,  there  is  sectional  oorapen- 
eation  too.  To  the  other  argument,  that  the 
tariff  aff<»3ts  the  prodacer  of  Southern  staples, 
over  and  above  its  effect  on  him  as  a  consumer, 
I  oumot  yield  assent.  It  ia  said,  by  Voltaire, 
I  think,  that  no  man  ia  obUged  to  bdiere  what 
he  doea  not  understand;  and  I  confess  I  do 
not  comprehend  how  the  tariff  lessens  the  price 
or  the  demaiid  fbr  cotton;  and  whether  its 
proceeds  come  home  In  goods  or  specie,  and 
whoever  brings  them,  I  see  no  clear  and  cer- 
tain un&vorable  effect  ^K>n  Southern  produc- 
tive labor  or  capital.  But  having  said  this,  I 
am  willing  to  admit  that  it  does  not  fblly  meet 
the  difficulty.  Be  it  that  there  Is  no  ground  <tf 
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compldnt  on  the  part  of  our  brethren  of  the 
SontD.  Be  it  that  there  is  no  real  evil  produced 
by  the  tariff,  and  removable  by  its  appeal. 
There  is  evil,  nevertheless,  occasioned  oy  it, 
which  it  is  most  desirable  to  remove,  lliere 
is  excitement  which  one  would  wish  to  allay. 
There  Is  alienation  which  one  would  wish  to 
win  back  to  its  first  love.  It  is  not  quite 
enough  to  refhte  the  reasoning,  and  explain 
away  the  evidence  of  the  South.  It  ia  not 
enough  to  taunt  her  with  the  recollection  of 
that  long  series  of  hostile  policy  with  which 
she  pursued  the  Industry  of  New  Eadand  when 
she  held  the  power.  It  la  not  enon^  to  ahow, 
as  snrdy  it  can  be  shown,  that  she  was  herself 
the  author  of  the  very  policy  which  she  now 
reprobates.  Still  the  dimcolty  recurs.  There 
is  a  great  sectional  excitement;  and  that, 
whether  groundless  or  not,  is,  perhaps,  per  k, 
a  case  to  act  on.  It  is  desirable  to  allay  the 
excitement.  Yea,  certwnly.  But  how?  Sir, 
my  humble  scheme  is  this :  I  think,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  medical  men,  that  the  case  requires 
topical  treatment,  local  applications.  Seu^ 
out  the  sectional  grievimce,  if  you  can  find  it. 
Find  what  are  the  articles  exclusively  of  South- 
em  consumption,  and  important  in  tiie  economy 
of  the  Sonui,  and  rdieve  them  of  all  proteotiog 
dnty.  Strike  them  ont  of  the  statute.  For 
so  much  let  there  be  no  tarifl^  and  let  them  be 
fkbrioated  in  England,  that  the  American  Union 
may  be  jffeserved;  and  let  all  others  be,  aa 
thaj  now  are,  effectually  protected.  There  is 
negro  dothing:  gentlemen  intimate  that  this 
is  an  unimportant  concessioo.  Why,  nr,  a  dis- 
tin^ished  member  of  the  other  branch  of  this 
Legislature'from  Virginia,  said  these  words  in 
debate  in  that  body  during  the  present  ses^on : 
"  I  urged  (he  is  relating  a  conversation  with 
another  United  States  Senator)  the  abandon- 
ment of  duties  on  negro  clothing.  I  sud  it 
will  be  kindly  taken  at  the  South,  and  go  far 
to  produce  humony."  Let  It  be  given,  then, 
to  kind  feeling  and  harmony. 

One  remark,  sir,  suggested  by  the  impresnve 
condnding  observations  of  the  gentleman  firom 
(Jeoi^a,  (Mr.  Wildb,)  who  has  just  resumed 
his  seat,  and  I  will  relieve  the  committee.  I 
confess  that  I  have  more  than  once  daring  this 
discussion  been  led  to  fear,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Geor^a,  in  a  moment  of  despondency, 
that  the  diversity  of  employment  growing  up 
in  the  opposite  extremities  of  thia  country : 
manufactures,  and  what  you  may  call  the  agri- 
culture of  manufkotures  in  the  East,  and  that 
which  mar  be  o^ed  the  agriculture  of  com- 
merce in  the  SoQth ;  the  consequent  diverrity 
<^habit^  opinions,  and  supposed  or  real  inter* 
ests  which  this  may  produce;  the  occadonal 
struggles  in  which  the  two  parties  may  be  in- 
volved to  get  control  of  the  national  policy,  and 
wield  that  to  their  several  advantage;  the 
eternal  and  inherent  hostility  which  exists  be- 
tween free  trade  doctrine  and  meaanres  and 
protective  doctrine  and  measorea ;  and  that  still 
deeper,  still  more  uniq>peaaable  hostdli^  which 
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the  geatiemon  feara  may  grow  ttp  between  free 
labor  and  the  employers  of  slave  labor — saj, 
sir,  I  have  thoognt  it  possible,  as  he  has,  that 
these  canses  may  sever  this  Union.  There 
seems  to  be,  I  nave  feared,  groond  laid  for  a 
separation  of  the  States,  not  so  much  in  the 
faults  of  man,  as  io  the  natare  of  things. 

Bnt  this  feeling  is  all  allayed  and  rebuked  by 
the  recoUectt(m  (I  hope  ute  gentleman  from 
Geoi:gU  mar  derive  consolation  in  the  same 
waj)  that  WiBhington  long  ago  fbreaav  all 
thne  imaginary  oansea  of  disunion,  and  regard- 
ed thou  T«i7  difi^rently.  He  foreaav,  in  his 
lifetime,  that  the  East  would  be  tbe  seat  of 
manufactures,  and  the  Soath  thereon  of  agri- 
colture,  to  the  end  of  tbe  world.  He  foresaw, 
too,  tibuit  national  legislation  woidd  be  oocarion- 
ally  invoked  to  protect  the  domeslio  industry 
of  the  East  against  foreign  regulation  and  for-i 
tign  competition ;  and  thus  be  made  to  press, 
perhape  with  severity,  upon  theagricultare  and 
commerce  of  the  Soum.  But  be  contemplated 
all  this  with  exultation,  not  fear.  He  saw  in 
tfaia  diversity  of  pursuits  and  interests,  not  tbe 
weds  o€  disstdntion,  but  the  ties  <x  uoicm, 
"  itnnger  than  links  of  iron  " — "  a  triple  cord 
which  no  man  can  break."  In.  lus  urewell 
•ddresa,  written  in  1796,  after  these  different, 
not  adverse  tendencies  of  labor  and  capital  hacl 
developed  themselves ;  after  it  was  plain  that 
the  East  would  manufacture,  and  uie  South 
raise  cotton,  rioe,  and  tobacco,  through  all 
time;  after  Alexander  Hamilton,  his  bosom 
friend,  had  unfolded  tbe  ni^onal  uses  and  valae 
of  manufacturing  industry,  and  had  recom- 
mended all  sorts  of  protection,  and  prohibition, 
and  bounty,  to  introduce  and.  snstain  it ;  after 
OoDgresB  had  passed  one  act  exprwsly  for  the 
encouragement  o£  domestic  manufactures,  thus 
making  it  pltf  n  to  his  foredght  that  national 
legidanon  would  be  broogfat  in  ^  of  the  great 
oMeot ;  after  all  this,  be  rapresaes  himself  not 
witii  appr«hen8i(Hi,  bnt  with  oonfidence,  or, 
rather  let  me  aay,  witb  Joy.  He  says :  "  In 
your  interest,  every  portion  of  our  country 
finds  the  most  commanding  motive  for  carefully 
guarding  and  preserving  the  union  of  the  whole. 
The  North,  in  an  unrestrained  interoourse  with 
the  South,  protected  by  the  equal  laws  of  a 
friendly  Government,  finds  in  the  production  of 
the  latter  great  additional  resources  of  maritime 
and  commercial  enterprise,  and  precious  mate- 
rials of  mann&oturing  Indostry.  The  South, 
in  tbe  Bune  iirteroouzBe,  benefitiiw  by  the  same 
agency  (he  Nfwth,  sees  ita  agriculture  grow, 
and  its  commerce  eziMBd."  Sir,  the  oondttion 
of  our  coasting  trade  and  internal  oommerce, 
at  this  moment,  is  the  best  posrible  commentary 
.  on  the  wisdom  of  this  scripture. 

What  then  is  there,  ur,  so  very  terrible  in  the 
ngns  of  these  times  t  What  is  this  great  crisis 
imon  which  gentiemen  are  so  eloquent!  What 
if  there  be  some  excitement  of  feeling,  some 
harsh  words,  and  some  lowering  looks  iMtween 
the  brethren  of  this  wide  household  f  What  if 
South  Oaroliua,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  IfaiBft- 
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chnsetts,  do  feel  strongly,  and  express  them- 
selves strongly,  on  this  question  t  All  these 
tilings  must  needs  be,  and  may  very  smMj  be. 
They  are  only  part  of  the  price  1  how  inade- 
quate the  price  I— which  every  natitm  pays  for 
greatness  and  liberty.  All  signal  uid  dnraUe 
national  fame  and  empise  are  reached,  if  tiiey 
ever  are  reached,  through  such  occasional  and 
temporary  tribulation  as  this.  Tbe  history  of 
eve^  fi«e  State  which  ever  existed,  filling  space 
enoogh  to  leave  a  histoiyv  is  en  nubnAan  ree- 
OTd  of  M*^^  strife^  and  sharp  eontsn- 
tion,  and  tibe  oollisions  of  interests  and  feelings 
which  the  good  men  of  the  time  thought  ntterly 
irreconcilable,  bat  which  were  yet  humonioiis- 
ly  reconciled;  the  appointed  discipline, 
means  of  which  they  severally  ascended  to 
their  places  in  the  system  of  the  world.  In- 
stead, then,  sir,  of  antioipatinc  with  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  the  time  when,  in  pursoanee 
of  the  pathetic  suggestion  of  the  patriarch 
which  he  has  just  repeated,  we  shall  divide 
our  flocks  and  herds,  and  take  each  onr  sero^ 
way,  "  that  there  be  no  more  strife  betweu 
ns ; "  instead  of  looking  with  so  much  anne- 
henncm  upon  Hds  dlvernty  of  pursints  and  fn- 
t««sts,  let  us  adopt  a  more  aieerftd  thewy. 
Let  us  agree  to  see  in  ft,  as  kmg  as  m  can, 
"  merely  tiiat  combination  and  that  oppontifm 
of  interests,  that  action  and  that  oonnteraction 
which,  in  the  natural  and  the  poHticiil  wch^ 
from  the  reciprocal  struggle  of  discordant  pow- 
ers, draws  out  the  harmony  of  the  nniverse.^' 
This  is  the  language  of  one  of  the  wisert 
men  and  most  acownplished  mbida  tliat  ever 
lived.  I  hope  onr  exampla  may  iUostrste  Hs 
truth. 

Ur.  CtATTOir,  of  Georgia,  moved  for  the 
rising  of  the  ocHumittee ;  nit  the  motum  was 
lost — ^yeas  82,  nays  68. 

No  qnorum  having  voted,  the  committee  loae, 
and  reported  the  fact  to  the  House ;  and* 

Mr.  Speight  moved  a  call  of  the  Honseu 

Mr.  WiOKurpB  advocated,  and  Hr.  Outton 
opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Dato,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  an  ad- 
journment— yeas  68,  nays  74. 

{Lights  were  now  brought  into  the  HalL] 

The  House  again  went  mto  committee. 

Mr.  Kkkr  again  moved  for  tbe  rising  ot  the 
committee,  and  the  motion  at  length  sneoeeded 
— ^yeas  61,  nays  60. 

Mr.  RsitD  then  moved  an  ad|oanmient. 

Ur.  Vbbflutok  demanded  the  yeas  and  n^fs ; 
which  bdng  ordered  and  talran,  stood  «  fA- 
lows— yeas  7fi,  nays  66. 

So  the  House  aqjonmed  at  dgbt  o^olock 


*  TliU  ofnrnniteBW  Dooamd  flra  ttmM  la  tbe  mum  «t 
this  TnUr  dIaeoMioa-ft  tlga  that  th»  dsUta  Ud  beenw 
unlAtemtliig,  It  1*  much  abridged  hen.  Wkn  «  Con- 
mlttee  of  Uio  Wholv  flada  UMlfvltiioiit  &  qnvain.  It  an  do 
DOthiag  mora.  It  most  tIm  wd  raport  the  fiMt  to  the  Eooee, 
whlah  ImnwdhUly  ndan  ft  mD  at  Um  Hoom,  aad  wkta  » 
nfBdABt  nnmbar  of  mambus  an  ooUeotAd,  the  OanxnUtM 
of  tlu  vnul»  U  COM  Iat«  igaliL 
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Thttesdat^  Jnne  14. 
fr6-Empti<m  Lighta. 
The  House  resumed  the  connderatlon  of  tlie 
bill  frtm  the  Senate,  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
empUou  to  settlers  on  the  pablio  lands.  The 
question  being  on  concarring  with  the  amend- 
ment of  Hr.  WioKLiFFE,  as  modified  by  the 
amendments  snbmitted  by  ISx.  IsviNa  and  Kr. 
Vinton. 

Kr.  WmTB,  of  Florida,  said  it  could  not  be 
neoessary,  aflier  the  very  aatis&ctoiy  explana- 
tion of  ^e  piinoiples  cS  the  bill  under  oonisider- 
atiou  by  the  ohidrman  of  the  committee  to  the 
House  yesterday,  for  him  to  ocoapy  mnoh  of 
its  attention  at  this  late  period  of  its  seaaion. 
He  coold  not,  however,  in  Jnstice  to  bis  oonsti- 
tnentB,  who  were  so  deeply  interested,  allow 
the  ocoarion  to  pass  without  presenting  some 
views  which  had  not  been  adverted  to  by  others 
in  the  debate.  It  is  now  too  late,  continued 
Mr.  "W,,  to  question  the  pre-emption  policy.  It 
is-tme,  that,  for  ten  years  prior  to  1826,  it  had 
been  abandoned;  but  its  abandonment  had 
brought  no  adequate  consideration  to  the- public 
treasury  for  the  individual  oppresaioa  it  pro- 
duced tiiroii^ioat  the  new  States  and  Tenito- 
zies.  I  assert  it  as  a  fiaot,  snsfc^ed  by  the  his- 
tory of  the  country,  that  there  has  never  been 
a  period  so  prolific  in  fraud  and  speculation  as 
between  the  years  1816  and  1826— the  former 
the  period  of  the  first  report  against  this  sys- 
tem, and  the  latter  the  revival  of  the  policy  in 
favor  of  occupants  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
I  wUl  hazard  another  general  remark,  and  tiiat 
is,  that  the  land  system  has  nev^  been  so  proa- 
peroos  to  the  country,  or  to  the  Govemmentj 
as  since  the  renewal  of  the  pre-emption  rights 
to  settlers  on  the  puhUo  lands.  As  some  gen- 
tlemen here  have  never  before  had  seats  on  this 
floor,  and  may  not  have  tamed  their  attention 
to  the  suljeot,  I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  a 
brief  explanation  of  the  provlaUmB  of  tiie  bill 
and  the  amendment 

Hie  ori^nal  InlL  as  it  passed  tiie  Senate,  was 
the  one  introduced  into  toat  body  last  year,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  place  those  settiers  on 
the  public  lands  who  were  pevented  from 
avuhng  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  1829— '30,  in  conseqaence  of  the  public  sur- 
veys not  having  been  made  prior  to  the  period 
fixed  in  that  law  as  the  limitation  for  the  pre- 
sentation and  proof  of  the  claims.  This  provi- 
uon  is  one  of  such  obvious  justice  and  proprie- 
ty, that  it  is  presumed  there  is  not  a  member 
of  this  House  who  will  oljeot  to  it. 

The  amendmeut  gives  a  pre-emption  to  all 
bona  fide  ooenpants  np  to  tiie  1st  of  January, 
1833.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  as  well 
as  the  original  bill;  and,  as  the  amendment 
will  supersede  the  bill,  and  is  more  beneficial 
In  its  character,  I  trust  it  will  be  adopted. 

ITiis  right  of  pre-emption,  as  the  word  im- 
ports, gives  to  the  occnpant  the  privilege  of  en- 
tering the  quarter  section  of  land  on  whidi  he 
hw  erected  a  house,  and  made  improvements, 


at  the  minimum  price.  These  settiers  are  the 
pioneers  of  tiie  forest,  the  bold  adventnrers 
who  penetrate  the  wilderness,  open  roads,  es- 
tablish ferries,  and  bridge  creeks,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  larger  pnrchasers  who  fed- 
low  them,  and  take  np  largo:  portions  of  the 
public  domun. 

If  there  is  any  one  here  who  can  so  far  forget 
what  is  dae  to  this  enterprising  class  of  our 
fellow-oitizens  as  to  make  an  estimate  of  dollars 
and  cents  in  the  sale  of  the  small  tract  upon 
which  his  humble  cottage  is  established,  I 
would  ask  him  to  look  at  the  returns  of  the 
laud  salea  of  all  the  new  Statea,  and  particolu^ 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida.  He  will  find  that 
the  sales  of  public  lands,  upon  an  average,  do 
not  exceed  five  cents  upon  the  acre  titie  min- 
imum price.  What,  thm,  is  the  result  of  the 
refusal  to  pass  this  bill?  The  Uttie  cabin  and 
small  field  of  the  poor  man  is  offered  at  public 
auction ;  and,  if  it  sell  for  more  than  the  Gov- 
ernment price,  the  additional  value  has  been 
given  to  it  by  his  improvement^  which  no  just 
or  liberal  Government  wonld  ever  aviul  itself 
Ot  This,  however,  as  far  as  my  experience 
goes,  is  not  the  usual  course.  The  occupant  is 
kft  at  the  merer  of  unfeeling  and  heartieBS 
speculators,  who  live  npon  the  distresses  of  the 
poOT.  A  land  sale  is  advertised;  the  pmr- 
diasers  attend ;  the  poor  settler  has  atvaped 
together  jost  enough  to  purchase  at  one  dollar 
and  a  qnarter  per  acre.  The  Shylocks  and 
peculators  say  to  him,  pve  me  one,  two,  or 
three  hundred  dollars,  or  I  will  buy  your  im- 
provement, and  turn  yoor  wife  and  children 
mto  the  wooda  The  money  is  not  to  be  had, 
and  a  note,  horse,  gun,  or  cow,  is  given,  and 
the  land  at  last  sold  at  the  price  proposed  in 
this  bilL  The  Qovemment  is  not  benefited, 
and  one  of  its  citizens  who  would,  at  any  mo- 
ment, hazard  his  life  in  its  defence^  is  oppressed 
and  d^auded.  This  is  no  piotniB  <n  &noy : 
it  is  of  daily  ocouirenee.  I  have  even  heard  of 
instances  in  which  the  last  oow  has  been  taken 
from  a  poor  man,  and  the  small  sum  <^  five 
dollars,  not  to  bid  for  the  improvement  of  an 
occupant  upon  the  public  lands.  The  ol^ect 
of  this  law  is  to  pat  an  end  to  this  vile  and 
infamous  traffic  Poverty  has  evils  enoagh, 
without  adding  to  it  petty  oppressions  and 
f  rands  of  this  sort. 

The  worthy  gentieman  from  Korth  Carolina, 
(Ur.  Williams,)  for  whose  opinions,  generidly, 
I  have  great  respect,  has  told  us  that  there  is  a 
law  prohibiting  seUtemoats  upon  the  public 
iand&  and  that  this  bill  is  intended  to  reward 
the  violators  of  that  law. 

I  had  oooanon,  s(mie  years  ago,  to  oamine 
this  question,  and  to  debate  it  hi  this  House, 
in  oppo«tion  to  a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who 
has  steadily  (ennce  Ohio  has  had  all  the  ben- 
efit of  tiiese  laws)  t^tpoeed  the  extennon  of  tlie 
policy  to  other  portions  of  the  Union,  or  to  its 
provinces.  I  then  maintained,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  every  gentieman,  friend  or  enemy  to 
the  hin,  that  there  was  no  such  law  now  In 
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force  as  that  referred  to  hy  Hib  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Korth  OaroUna.  I  have  not  now 
time  to  go  into  this  question  again.  I  will 
only  remark  that  there  was  such  a  law  passed 
in  1807,  the  object  of  which  was  to  prevent 
settlements  on  the  public  lands  withont  a  per- 
mit from  officers  of  the  Qovemment.  That  law 
was  designed  for  a  class  of  floating  Spanish  and 
French  concessions,  and  was  intended  to  pre- 
vent their  location  and  possession,  under  tniBm, 
after  the  oesdon  of  Lomraana. 

That  proTinon  was  local  in  its  otieoi,  and 
was  practically  repealed  in  1814,  and  has  never 
been  considered  by  the  GrOTemment,  nor  the 
occupants,  in  force  since.  The  setUers  pro- 
vided for  in  this  bill  are  not  trespassers  and 
violators  of  law,  as  some  gentlemen  suppose. 

I  will  not  detain  the  Honse  by  continuing 
this  argument.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the 
year  succeeding  the  pre-emption  law  of  182Q- 
^30,  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  increased 
more  than  a  million  of  dollars.  It  is  the  truest 
policy  of  this  Government  to  encourage  the 
extension  of  our  settlements  to  the  borders  of 
the  oonfedfffaej,  and  to  give  to  onr  poor,  enter- 
prising dtizens  an  Interest  in  the  sod  which 
thev  will  he  called  upon  to  defend  whenever 
it  uiall  be  invaded. 

Mr.  Sxvns  opposed  the  postponement,  and 

Ur.  UsBOEB  advocated  it ;  when  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  the  subject  was  postponed 
until  to^norrow. 

Virffinia  Claitiu.  . 

The  bill  on  the  subject  of  the  Virginia  clmms 
next  coming  up, 

Hr.  Babboub  read  some  extracts  from  the 
report  of  Mr.  Seoretair  Hamilton  in  refer^ice 
to  the  allowanoe  of  (uums  in  oases  where  the 
General  Goremjnent  had  had  the  serrioes  of 
troops  nnsed  the  States,  and  ai:gaed  to  show 
that  if  the  evidence  had  been  ready  in  1790, 
the  claims  in  the  bill  would  have  been  allowed 
and  settied,  together  with  others  of  a  dmilar 
nature,  at  uiat  time.  He  pressed  the  equitable 
consideration,  that  as  the  Government  had  re- 
ceived the  services  of  the  troops  in  question, 
the  Government,  and  not  the  State  of  Virginia, 
was  bound  to  remunerate  their  services. 

Mr.  Root  took  the  floor  in  oppocdtion  to  the 
bill,  and  ep6k»  until  tJia  expiration  of  the  hour. 

7%$  Ibrif—Diumtent     lAe  South. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
miole^  and  resumed  the  subject  of  the  tuiff. 

Mr.  Bates,  Manatihusetts,  addressed  the 
committee  in  support  of  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr,  Datib,  m  Massachusetts,  in  reference 
to  the  duty  on  woollens,  and  connned  his  argu- 
ment almost  exclusively  to  that  branch  of  the 
subject,  which  he  masb-ated  by  patting  a  va- 
riety of  cases  to  show  the  eSeot  and  the  pro- 
priety of  protection, 

Mr.  Clattos,  of  Georpa,  followed.  In  ris- 
ing, he  expressed  his  mteution  to  ofier  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  in  effeot  as  follows  .* 


1st  After  the  Ist  of  Jannary,  1835,  all  dntici 
should  be  ad  valorem,  and  for  no  oUier 

but  revenue. 

2d.  That  for  the  first  year  all  duties  above 
should  be  reduced  to  thirty-five  per  cent. ;  for 
the  second  twenty-five;  and  after  that  they 
should  be  regularly  fifteen  per  cent,  until  alto-- 
ed  by  law. 

Sd.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  con^tiitionany 
and  eqnal^  protecting  manufeeturea,  Congrw 
should  freely  give  its  omaaeat  to  buj  State  that 
chose  to  mannCootare,  to  lay  sodi  dnties  as  it 
might  deem  necessary  to  encourage  that  bad- 
ness, within  its  own  limits,  upon  any  imports 
or  exports  to  or  from  any  foreign  nation  what- 
ever ;  provided  said  duties  were  paid  into  th« 
federal  Treasury. 

Mr.  Olatton  then  proceeded  to  say  that 
almost  every  gentleman  who  had  addreaaed  the 
committee  had  pronounced  this  a  most  grrre 
and  serious  question.  Judging  from  the  extra- 
ordinary apathy  which  seems  to  prevul  in  this 
body,  paid  Mr.  G.,  it  would  not  be  bo  consider- 
ed by  me ;  and  I  should  much  soraer  take  it 
for  a  farce  than  a  tragedy.  It  is  a  remarkaUe 
fact  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  doul^  whether  dae 
credit  will  be  given  to  its  relatiot,  that  wLSe 
this  whole  country,  from  its  centre  to  its  dr- 
cumference,  is  under  the  tremor  deep  anx- 
iety ;  when  all  eyes  are  dirocted  to  this  very 
point  for  safety  fcora  the  impending  atona: 
when  in  all  quarters  there  is  one  general  ei- 
presnon  of  concern,  prompted  by  a  sensibiEtj 
which  has  received  its  last  increase  from  the 
peculiar  orgency  of  the  crisis ;  no  such  feelis; 
pervades  the  representatives  of  the  people  as- 
sembled in  this  HalL  So  indlfi'erent  have  mea- 
hers  been  to  this  discuseion,  that  speakers  have 
been  compelled  to  address  onpty  seats.  H^e 
times  during  thia  debate  have  you  been  oUiged 
to  descend  &(Rn  your  chair,  and  report  to  the 
Speaker  that  there  was  not  a  quorum  in  tha 
House.  What  a  fact  to  communicate  to  tb^ 
American  people  I  And,  dr,  those  who  hare 
generally  remained,  have  either  been  franking 
documents  or  dozing  over  newspapers.  [H«« 
Mr.  0.  was  called  to  order  by  a  member,  as 
improperly  reflecting  upon  the  mem2>ers  of  the 
House.  Mr.  0.  observed  that  the  genUemai: 
ought  to  remember  that  the  present  compsny 
is  always  excepted.  He  hoped  they  would  tMk'« 
nothing  of  his  remarks  to  themselves;  if  ttej 
didj  he  would  barely  aay  tii^  were  made  with 
a  view  to  get  their  attenticoi,  and  having  sas- 
ceeded  in  what  most  had  fuled  to  ob^n,  be 
would  proceed  to  the  snl^ect.]  Mr.  ChainouL, 
the  question  before  us  is  an  important  one,  and 
if  appreciated  in  the  degree  of  its  profound  ic- 
terest,  and  the  still  more  absorbing  character 
of  its  probable  results,  It  involves  a  re^toofi- 
bility  too  big  fijr  utterance.  To  my  mind,  ad- 
monished by  facts,  and  warned  by  the  fedisp 
of  the  country,  I  am  almost  tempted  to  pivcIiLt 
that,  unless  an  auspiciotis  iraoe  attends  the 
present  deliberations,  they  are  the  last  that  wiS 
ever  agwn  engage  the  attenthm  of  this  bo^ 
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within  these  walls.  It  is  not  now  a  qaestion 
of  dollars  and  cents,  bat  of  liberty  and  equality. 
Every  thing  done  on  this  occasion  will  soon  be 
delivered  over  to  history,  and  he  who  now 
stands  by  the  canse  of  freedom,  posterilr  will 
stand  by  him.  A  tame  of  enanriog  honor 
awaits  the  firm,  and  a  name  of  as  lasting  in- 
fiuay  shall  follow  the  faithless. 

In  the  name  of  every  thing  that  ia  sacred, 
how  are  grievances  to  be  redressed  that  are 
denied  all  credit,  against  which  every  avenae 
of  conviction  is  closed  i  Of  what  avful  is  rea- 
soning with  that  indivldnal  whose  eye  is  blind 
to  the  truth,  whose  ear  is  shnt  to  the  evidence, 
whose  mind  is  imbued  with  pr^adice,  whose 
heart  is  locked  against  justice,  and  whose  ver- 
dict is  sought  agtunst  himself!  I  confess,  Hr. 
Ohurman,  It  is  a  hopeless  nndertakins,  and  thus 
far  all  argument  has  proved  as  nselesa  as  it  is 
hopeless :  trat,  sir,  we  nave  arrired  at  a  crlds 
when  debate  must  cease,  and  this  matter  wiU^ 
perhaps,  have  to  be  referred  to  some  other  ar- 
bitrament. It  is  extremely  desirable,  therefore, 
that  we  lay  our  manifesto  before  the  world, 
and  there  is  no  better  place  from  which  it  shall 
issue  than  the  Halls  of  Oongress,  the  great  seat 
and  source  of  our  injury.  To  speak  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  South,  through  the  high  privilege  of 
the  freedom  of  debate,  ls  now  all  that  is  left  to 
OS,  and  it  is  my  intention  on  the  present  occa- 
sion to  nse  that  right  to  the  ntmo&t  oi  my 
ability. 

'When  GtrMt  Britain  acknowledged  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  colonies,  they  were  as  inde- 
pendent of  each  other  as  they  were  of  the 
world.  There  was  an  individual  moment  of 
time,  and  perhaps  the  brightest  of  their  exist- 
ence, when  they  were  left  to  their  own  exclu- 
sive self-government.  Their  confederation  was 
altogether  voluntary.  If,  at  the  termination 
of  the  revolution,  their  debt,  produced  by  that 
strn^le,  had  been  dischai^eo,  and  if  all  wars 
could  have  ceased  from  that  eventful  period, 
every  one  perceives  there  would  not  have  been 
any  earthly  reason  for  the  Union.  The  States 
individually  coold  have  regulated  aH  the  con- 
cerns nec^sary  to  municipfd  government.  The 
honest  duRia^e  of  their  debt,  and  the  dread  of 
intestine  and  foreign  wars,  were,  therefore,  the 
sole  motive  to  the  confederation;  any  other 
indaoement  is  idle  fmd  ridiculous.  It  was 
physical  and  not  moral  force,  it  was  strength 
and  not  intelligence,  needed  and  sought  by  the 
States.  Even  under  their  connection  with  the 
parent  country,  they  were  always  competent 
to  their  own  self-government,  without  the  aid 
of  each  other's  councils. 

Notwlthstwding  the  "  articles  of  confedera- 
tion "  carried  ns  Hucceasfully  through  the  war, 
doubtless  by  virtue  of  the  great  cause  which  it 
was  servinff,  and  the  common  dangers  and  suf- 
ferings of  uie  people,  yet  they  were  fonnd  too 
weak  for  a  state  of  peaoe,  and  General  Wash- 
ington procured  the  Congress  of  that  ^y  to 
propose  to  the  States  ijie  adoption  of  a  system, 
the  avowed  olfjeot  of  which  was  "to  obtiun 
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from  the  States  substantial  funds  for  funding 
the  whole  debt  of  the  United  States."  This 
was  the  seed  that  was  cast  upon  the  bosom  of 
the  States,  and  from  which  has  sprung  that 
tremendous  growth  witnessed  in  me  present 
power  of  the  Union.  So  jealous,  however, 
were  Hie  States  that  some  mischief  woold  eoisue 
if  the  articles  of  confederation  be  distnrbed. 
.tiiat,  for  a  long  time,  they  refused  this  and 
other  similar  propositions.  At  length  they 
yielded  to  constant  and  urgent  importunity,  and 
a  convention  met  in  May,  *d7,  not  to  frame  a 
constitution,  for  they  had  no  such  powers,  but, 
once  assemble^  they  took  upon  themselves  to 
produce  that  giant  that  is  now  striding  over 
the  States,  and  crushing  at  every  step  some  of 
their  invaluable  rights. 

I  have  now  done  with  the  constitotionol 
point  and  I  make  no  apology  for  the  great 
length  of  the  argument  employed  on  this  head, 
fbr  I  readily  own,  if  tiie  subject  of  protecting 
manufactures  depended  alone  upon  the  qaes- 
tion of  expediency,  unless  it  was  carried  to  a 
state  of  manifest  oppression,  of  which  I  shall 
speak  hereafter,  I  should  have  nothing  to  say, 
for  that  is  a  matter  legitimately  within  the 
power  of  Congress;  and  although  I  should 
greatly  deplore  the  adoption  and  continued 
prosecation  of  a  policy  obviously  grinding  down 
the  resources  of  one  dass  of  the  States,  to  boild 
up  and  advance  the  prosperity  of  another  of  the 
same  confederacy,  yet  it  would  be  oars  to  sub- 
mit nnder  the  terms  of  the  compact.  All  argu- 
ment is  viun  against  cupidity  supported  by 
power ;  but  if  it  is  tmconstitotionai,  it  is  oar 
right,  nay  it  is  our  dn^,  to  redat,  and  to  use 
every  weapon  in  our  power,  from  uie  voice  of 
reason  up  to  the  still  hoarser  tones  of  rebellion. 

I  proceed  now  to  examine  the  question  in 
reference  to  its  expe^ency;  and  under  two 
aspects  this  branch  will  be  ccnuidered. 

1.  The  great  inequality  and  Injustiofl  of  tiie 
system. 

2.  Its  dangerous  efibct  upon  the  harmony  of 

the  Union. 

On  the  first  point,  suffer  me,  iSi.  Chairman, 
to  present  one  serious  reflection  before  I  pro- 
cera  to  the  argument.  It  ia  by  dose  tbinfang 
we  sometimes  get  upon  tiie  track  of  truth 
which  leads  to  the  most  fortunate  results.  This 
system  commenced,  and  ia  continued,  by  peti- 
tions for  relief.  Mr.  Chairman,  has  any  one 
ever  considered  where  rdief  comes  from  ?  No 
one  will  be  so  credulous  as  to  believe  that  relief 
is  mauufactured  in  this  Hall,  and  sent  out  to  the 
supplicating  sufferers;  if  not,  where  does  it 
come  from  ?  Oerttunly  from  some  other  quar- 
ter of  the  country  that  does  not  complain. 
Now,  does  not  every  one  perceive,  that  whence- 
eoever  the  relief  is  taken,  just  precisely  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amonnt  mthdratf n  must  that 
part  suffer  (  And  would  they  not  have  a  right, 
and  be  entitled  to  respect,  too,  to  turn  round, 
and  petition  for  relief  also!  What  rif^thaa 
Congress  to  rob  one  portion  of  country  to  hnsh 
the  months  of  another  >  If  the  Norui  suffers, 
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is  it  right  to  make  the  South,  against  her  irill, 
relieve  that  soffering  ?  No ;  the  tmth  is,  when 
the  South  petitionB  for  relief  they  are  told 
"  yon  lie,"  you  do  not  sufifer,  or,  if  yon  do,  it  is 
greatly  lesa  t^an  yon  imagjiie ;  at  all  events, 
yon  nnut  snbinit  to  the  will  of  a  nuyority; 
and,  notwitbstan^ng  the  Federal  GoTemment 
was  framed  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  the 
whole,  yet  some  iwrtaons  of  the  country  must 
suffer,  and  there  is  no  help  for  it.  Is  tim  the 
kind  of  reply  that  a  free  people  ought  to  sah- 
mit  to  f  You  may  think  so,  but  depend  upon  it, 
a  very  short  time  will  find  you  in  a  wofal  mis- 
take. This  reflection  brings  me  to  the  asser- 
tion  of  a  principle,  which,  if  any  man  pretends 
to  controvert,  I  wish  to  hear  from  him  before 
I  proceed  any  farther.  I  ctmfidently  lay  down 
this  positicoi,  that  Govemmait  oaunot  make 
one  freeman  work  few  another  without  lua  oon- 
aent.  It  oannot  take  the  property  of  one  and 
Cpve  it  to  another.  That  whatever  would  be 
wnmg  in  tJie  acts  of  Government,  as  between 
man  and  man,  is  equally  wrong  as  between  ten 
or  ten  millions  of  men.  Does  any  one  deny 
this  i  None  1  Then  I  proceed.  If  any  cas- 
ualty should,  in  the  ways  of  Providence,  reduce 
the  four  quarters  of  the  Union  to  but  one  man 
apiece,  and  he  of  the  'East  should  be  a  ship- 
builder, of  the  North  a  cotton  spinner,  of  the 
West  a  hemp  weaver,  and  of  the  South  a  cot- 
ton planter,  in  what  condition  would  the  tariff 
system  find  these  four  individuals  1  Mark  wdl, 
I  beseech  ^ou,  Ur.  Ohurman,  Iktai  exact  relap 
tive  sitoations,  for  this  very  picture  is  a  &ith- 
ftd.  illustration  of  the  bill  on  your  table,  and  I 
pronounce  there  is  no  getting  away  from  It. 
Your  bill,  as  plain  as  a  bill  can  talk  in  vernac- 
ular language,  sayB  to  the  hemp  weaver,  and 
pointing  at  the  same  time  to  the  cotton  planter, 
yon  may  .make  iiim  pay  you,  besides  a  f^r  pricp 
for  your  ba^ng,  five  cents  a  yard  as  a  bounty 
for  your  labor.  It  is  true  he  works  as  hard  as 
you  do,  but  you  are  a  man  of  capital,  and, 
therefore,  must  be  protected.  He  shall  wrap 
his  cotton  in  your  baling,  or  pay  a  higher 
price  to  srane  one  else  for  that  article.  Your 
bill  says  also  to  the  ship  builder,  that  siune  cot- 
toD  planter  shall  pay  yon  a  bounty  for  carrying 
his  cotton  to  the  spinner.  To  uie  spinner,  it 
says  he  shall  sell  it  to  yon,  and  buy  your  cloths ; 
or,  if  he  dares  to  carry  it  to  any  otiier  market, 
he  shall  pay  you  a  tax  of  eight  cents  a  yard 
for  every  yard  of  cottons  he  buys  elsewhere. 
Now,  I  ask  you,  Ur.  Chairman,  is  this  just? 
Would  the  Government  dare  to  pnt  its  law  into 
this  kind  of  langnage  as  between  one  laborer 
and  another !  AntL  if  it  would  not,  how  con 
it  do  so  as  between  whole  communities  f  Would 
the  principle  be  changed  from  the  case  I  have 
pnt  if  the  laborers  and  their  porsuits  were 
multiplied  to  ten  thousand  ?  And  if  that  nn- 
gle  cotton  planter  could  not  beu  the  draughts 
<o£  the  other  three  taskmasters,  will  the  whole 
class  of  planters  be  in  any  better  utuaticm  firom 
the  multiplied  dassea  of  manufitcturers  con- 
Btantiy  preying  upon  his  labor?   No,  sir ;  th^ 


cannot  and  will  not  bear  it;  and,  I  repe&t,  they 
are  preparing  to  Ag^afy  it  to  yon  in  a  way  ttat 
oannot  be  n&Dndwstood. 

The  remarks  I  have  made  natnrallT  comducx 
me  to  an  examinatiw  ot  the  bordena  we  liaak 
we  bear,  though  the  manufacturer*  Uiiak  ic 
is  all  delusion.  When  the  bill  of  the  gentle- 
man i^m  South  Carolina  (Mr.  HoDmmxs) 
was  read,  and  I  found  it  proposed  to  lay  a  dctr 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  all  fordgn  artick&  I 
asked  myself  is  it  possible  that  any  thing  mtm 
could  in  conscience  be  demuided !  When  I  re- 
flect that  twenty-five  i>er  cent,  was  a  tax  of  the 
fourth  part  of  a  man's  income,  for  nine  men  otn 
of  ten  spend  all  their  income,  and  when  I  recol- 
lected, also,  that  most  men  of  money  are  cantent- 
ed  with  twenty-five  per  cent,  interest,  I  wonder- 
ed if  it  were  possible  that  tiie  mannfiHrtnrefs  woe 
in  tiie  habit  <tf  reo^vlng  this  amonnL  and  were 
yet  anxious  to  get  mwe.  Thwe  is  naidlT  one 
man  in  a  Chonsand  believes  Out  lie  pajs  twen^- 
five  cents  on  every  dollar  that  he  laya  cot ;  and 
yet,  sir,  what  will  be  his  astonishment  when  he 
comes  to  learn  that  he  pays  the  double  of  it  i 
The  rejection  of  the  bill  just  mentioned  prores 
that  the  tax  is  over  twenty-five  per  cent,  cr 
they  would  have  taken  it.  Then,  what  is  it! 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  ealenla- 
tlons  submitted  to  this  House,  places  it  at  forty- 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  other  calculatioiis 
make  it  a  fraction  over  fifty.  Now,  I  demsod, 
if  it  be  less  than  either  of  th^  sums,  iLu 
some  friend  oi  the  tariff  immediately  rise  ir 
his  place,  and  state  what  it  ia.  Finding  no  op- 
position to  this  statement,  I  set  it  down  as 
granted,  that  the  duty  ia  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  fifty  pw  cent,  upon  an  aver- 
age.  on  all  the  nsmu  articles  of  ccmsnmption, 
such  as  cottons,  woollens,  iron,  salt,  sugar,  orf- 
fee,  and  all  kinds  of  tools  and  fiumiing  oiensiK 
I  shallj  theiL  for  the  sake  of  easy  celculatioii, 
place  It  at  fifty.  Tlus  point  being  adjosSed,  I 
proceed  to  state  another,  which  is  neoessary  to 
my  purpose,  and  in  which  there  can  be  httls 
or  no  dispute.  It  is  tlus :  the  price  of  an  arti- 
cle is  increased  the  amount  of  the  dntj.  The 
establishment  this  position  will  b^MMrtpcocd 
until  I  otone  to  answer  the  amunnit  of  the 
gentleman  from  Femu^lvaida  ^tr.  Snvaxr) 
on  that  subject.  One  other  point  is  aitso  ad- 
mitted, viz.,  that  the  consumer  pays  tbe  dnty. 
and  this  for  the  present,  is  enough  for  xny  pcr- 
pose,  though  I  thmk  I  shall  hereuter  be  able  to 
sustain  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Soath 
Carolina,  that  the  producer  pays  the  tax.  iWe 
three  things  being  settled,  to  wit,  first,  that  tbe 
duty  is  fifty  per  cent. ;  seccmd,  that  artickj 
purchased  are  increased  in  price  the  amount 
the  daty ;  and,  tlurd,  that  the  consumer  jtp 
the  duty,  I  proceed  to  present  an  iUostraiioc 
of  its  burdensome  effects  upon  the  planters  of 
the  South.  Siqtpose,  Hr.  Chidrman,  iQtt£*i 
of  the  Atlantic  Ooean,  a  straight,  unrrow  rircr. 
nmning  from  Mune  to  HobOe,  mvided  us  from 
the  old  world;  and  snppoae  all  the  dSfibrait 
factories  in  the  United  States^  imtead  d  beicg 
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clastered  in  groups  in  the  Northern  and  Kiddie 
States,  were  strung,  at  suitable  intervals,  all 
along  on  this  side  of  this  dividing  etream ;  im- 
agine similar  and  corresponding  factories  on 
the  other  side,  exactly  opposite  to  those  on 
this ;  and  that  a  convenient  bridge  leads  from 
one  to  the  other :  here,  then,  we  have  present- 
ed not  only  two  nmilw  plaoes  (tf  suppiiea,  bnt 
two  markets  for  the  produce  of  the  planters. 
Inatead  of  sending  tbeir  produce  to  these  mar- 
kets, as  is  usual,  through  the  agency  of  mer- 
chants, each  planter  becomes  his  own  mer- 
chant. Now,  sir,  suppose  one  presents  himself 
with  his  cotton  at  a  woollen  factory,  and  de- 
dres  to  purchase  a  b^e  of  blankets,  he  is  told 
the  price  is  fifty  dollars,  but  that,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  stream,  a  precisely  similar  bale  can 
be  had  for  twenty-five.  Having  an  easy  and 
convenient  bridge,  every  one  perceives  be 
would  have  no  hedtation  in  selecting  this 
cheaper  market  Bnt  when  he  arrives  at  the 
foot  of  the  hridge,  he  is  met  by  a  custom-house 
officOT,  who  informs  him  that  if  he  boys  his 
Uankets  on  the  other  ride  of  the  river,  be  will 
have  to  pay  one-half  of  tiiem  to  the  Govern- 
ment, BO  that  he  might  as  well  lay  out  his 
money  with  the  factory  man  on  this  side.  He 
inquires  why  is  it  that  I  have  to  pay  half  my 
prodace  to  the  Government  f  He  is  answered, 
all  the  owners  of  factories  strung  up  and  down 
l^ia  river  ' have  united  and  made  their  poor 
workmen  believe  they  ought  to  be  protected  by 
Government,  and  they  have  been  artfully  pat 
up  to  clamor  for  relief^  until  the  GoTemment 
has  compelled  you  to  pay  half  yonr  bldhkets  to 
me  for  ner  use,  or  half  yonr  money  to  them, 
and  now  yon  may  take  yonr  choice.  Of  course, 
he  puts  himself  to  no  ftirther  trouble,  returns, 
makes  the  purchase,  and  loses  twenty-five  dol- 
lars, which  l^e  manufacturer  pockets.  That 
this  is  the  precise  operation  of  tbe  tariff  system 
upon  every  article  which  a  planter  pnrchases, 
is  as  certain  as  death ;  and  I  defy  any  one  to 
detect  a  fallacy  in  the  statement.  And,  sir, 
here  is  the  proper  place  to  exhibit  the  effect 
which  this  system  has  upon  our  produce.  Ad- 
mit for  the  sake  of  argument,  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Sonth  Oaroltna,  (Mr.  Dbat- 
TON,)  that  a  repeal  of  tbe  tariff  would  not  affect 
the  price  of  cotton,  yet  is  it  not  obvious  that 
if  the  price  of  oottoa  is  eight  dollars  per  hnn- 
dred,  and  half  that  amomit  is  ptdd  in  tax, 
whenever  laid  oat,  it  oaonot  be  worth  bnt  four 
dollars  to  the  planter  t  Now,  take  off  this  tax, 
and  though  the  price  might  not  rise,  yet  no  one 
can  doubt  the  cotton  is  worth  four  dollars  more 
to  him,  in  the  additional  necessari^  which  it 
will  command. 

As  to  the  condition  of  the  Sonth,  in  relation 
to  the  common  comforts  of  life,  it  has  no  possi- 
ble dependence  upon  the  North.  With  its 
forty-five  millions  of  exports,  if  that  immense 
som  could  be  permitted  to  circulate  among 
themselves,  it  would,  in  reference  to  the  con- 
veniences of  living,  and  the  facilities  of  snbsist- 
enoe,  become  one  of  tbe  h^>pieBt  ref^ns  of 


[H.  ov  B. 

the  earth.  It  would  give  life  to  commerce  with 
its  thousand  connections.  It  would  give  a  new 
spring  to  a^cultore,  and  fresh  enei^  to  our 
various  artisans;  and,  instead  of  decaying 
villages  and  towns,  the  whole  country  would 
smile  with  tokens  of  the  most  extended  pros- 
perity. And,  sir,  this  brings  me  to  the  con- 
tention of  an  idea  advanoed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ouwvobd,)  who  con- 
trasted the  past  and  present  idtnation  of  the 
North,  while  it  was  without  the  aid  (tf  Bouth- 
em  taxation.  Then  it  was  drooping  nnder  the 
wasting  malady  of  poverty,  now  it  is  flourishing 
in  all  the  bloom  of  invigorating  activity ;  then 
it  presented  one  wide  surface  of  stagnant  em- 
ployment, now  all  was  a  living  current  of  plenty 
'  and  gladness ;  then  doubt  and  dejection  hung 
upon  every  countenance,  now  confidence  and 
animation  beam  from  every  eye.  8ir,  I  could 
not  but  say  to  mysel£  how  selfish  is  man — ^that 
man,  too,  who  should  be  a  brother,  and  that 
brother  who  should  feel  for  a  brother's  woes. 
Did  it  never  occur  to  tibe  gentleman,  while 
glowing  with  the  emotions  of  joy  at  the  elyman 
happiness  of  his  immediate  home,  that,  pwad- 
venture  some  other  section  of  his  count^  was 
yet  groaning  under  that  condition  which  formed 
the  dark  shade  of  the  pleasing  picture  of  pros* 
perity  which  he  has  just  portrayed !  Hr.  Onatr^ 
man,  if  some  stranger  to  our  land,  accompanied 
by  a  Uentor  who  ^ew  all  its  varied  relations, 
shonld  enter  it  in  the  North,  and  pervade  it 
from  Maine  to  Mobile,  having  aU  its  minute  parts 
and  characteristics  e^^ained  by  his  guide,  what 
would  he  behold!  Through  the  cold  r^on 
of  the  Northj  amidst  its  bald  and  barren  bills 
and  sterile  nd^es,  he  will  discover  oheental 
hamlets,  glistening  villages,  flouriahlBg  towns 
springing  up  as  by  magic,  and  erowdM  cities 
displaying,  by  their  marble  columns  and  gilded 
balustrades,  the  most  gorgeous  wealth — ^throngh- 
ont  all  the  country,  nntil  he  reaches  the  river 
that  flows  by  this  hill,  will  he  perceive  fuU 
employment  for  labor,  well  rewarded ;  content- 
ment shining  on  every  face ;  riches,  in  all  their 
gayest  proftision,  ministering  their  luxuries  to 
some,  competency  distributing  her  milder  com- 
forts to  otbers,  and  sufiSciency  dealing  out  its 
more  moderate  supplies  to  all ;  but,  sir,  when 
he  crosses  the  Potomac,  what  will  he  discover  ? 
In  this  land  of  fertili^ — of  most  jffopitions  sod 
and  ^nial  climate,  where  every  valuable  pro- 
dnotum  of  nature  is  reared,  where  the  eartii 
teems  witii  a  pet]petual  goldot  harvest,  spring- 
ing from  its  frmtful  pMns  or  mineral  moun- 
tcuns,  what,  I  repeat,  will  he  behold  f  Farms 
whose  orchards  have  decayed,  whose  houses 
are  tumbling  into  ruins,  whose  fences  have 
rotted  and  sunk  into  the  bosom  of  briars — ^vil- 
lages whose  grassgrown  footways  are  ahoked 
with  weeds,  whose  habitations  on  the  omskirts 
have  been  left  to  the  lumbers  of  some  strolling 
flock,  whose  once  smiling  gardens,  in  the  beau- 
tiful language  of  the  poet,  present  nothing  now 
"But  matted  shrubs,  where  birds  forget  to  sing, 
And  ulent  bats  in  drow^  clasters  duo^." 
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And,  sir,  this  is  the  picture  that  belongs,  bat 
with  a  few  exceptions,  to  all  the  towns  and 
cities  of  tliis  once  flonri^ing  oonntry.  I  could 
give  yoa  a  most  feeling  account  of  a  citj  in  my 
own  State,  once  the  pride  of  the  South,  the 
busy  mart  of  one  of  the  greatest  staples  of  the 
earth,  tlie  source  of  weuth,  the  seat  then  and 
now  of  homitality,  and  ererj  generous  virtue ; 
but  what  u  the  ftte  of  SaTunah  t  Let  her 
withering  commerce  and  her  inking  dwellings 
tell  the  story ;  and,  sir,  to  jour  American  sys- 
tem will  she  point  you  for  the  cause  of  all  her 
misfortunes.  Why  is  it,  this  Btraager  would 
naturally  inquire,  that  I  perceive  such  a  differ- 
ence between  these  two  great  sections  of  coun- 
try, especially  when  such  a  mysterious  contra- 
diction is  exhibited  as  to  their  natural  advan- 
tages I  On  one  side,  every  thing  that  could 
make  a  country  prosperous,  while,  on  the  other, 
there  seems  to  be  uothii^  that  would  prevent 
the  exact  reverse.  Ilia  director  would  be  com- 
pelled to  answer,  tt  has  all  been  dwe  by  the 
ringnlar  device  of  legislation.  Hie  mere  monr 
tion  <tf  human  law,  actuated  by  tbe  Belfiahness 
of  human  nature,  has  done  uiis  foni  deed  of 
mischief;  has  drawn,  secretly  and  insidiously, 
all  the  resources  of  the  South  to  the  Northern 
and  Middle  States.  We  have  generally  been 
instructed  to  believe  that  man  tuone,  in  his  in- 
dividual character,  is  disposed  to  be  a  despot, 
but  a  regulation  of  a  whole  community  is  some* 
times  as  great  a  tyrant,  and  we  are  often  de- 
ceived and  lulled  into  security  under  the  tame 
belief  that  it  is  intended  to  protect,  and  not  to 
destroy,  when  it  oftens  happens  that  some  com- 
bination of  robben  or  osarpers,  have  artAiUy 
transferred  their  power  Into  the  form  of  law, 
and,  in  that  way,  ai  effectually  acoomplished 
the  purposes  of  fnfud  and  ambition  as  if  achieved 
by  the  daner  or  the  ftgoL  And  in  all  the 
oonntry  of  ti^e  Sonth,  tnm  Virgima  to  G«or;^a, 
it  may  be  tmly  said— 

>•  Anddst  thy  bowers  ibe  tyrant's  hand  is  aeen. 

And  desolation  saddens  iH  thy  green." 

I  come  now  to  the  second  ground  of  expe- 
^enoy,  tiiat  the  system  "  is  dangerous  to  the 
peace  and  haimony  of  the  Union."  Hr.  Ohair- 
man,  this  country  was  never,  perhi4)s,  except 
in  tune  of  war,  in  a  hi^er  degree  of  excite- 
ment. We  hear  of  meetings  at  the  Korth ;  in- 
deed, very  large  ones  have  lately  been  gotten 
up  to  dictate  to  the  House  the  course  it  must 
pursue ;  we  hear  of  Legislatures  pursuing  the 
same  course,  and  saying  the  protecting  4ptem 
shall  not  only  not  be  repealed,  bat  it  shul  not 
be  relaxed ;  we  hear  of  the  presses  saying  that 
even  the  mtasures  of  compromise  suggested, 
with  the  best  intentions,  by  the  Administration, 
for  t^  sake  of  peace,  will  be  resisted  by  "  a 
milli<m  of  muskct-boaring  people."  Kow,  sir, 
when  the  South  acts  or  tuks  thus,  it  is  treason  I 
She  must  suffer,  and  if  she  oompluns  in  a  tone 
ai^  thing  above  the  strain  of  supplication,  she 
is  rebuked  for  insolence,  and  charged  with  a 
design  to  dimiember  the  Umon.   Mr.  Chair- 


man,  this  people  cannot  bear  every  tlung,  and  a 
portentous  sign  has  lately  ^>peared  in  the 
South.  Two  States  have  met  together,  and 
told  to  each  other  the  story  of  their  wrongs  in 
a  temper  that  cannot  be  mistaken.  Take  care 
how  yon  trifle  with  a  people  stmg^ing  for 
liberty ;  you  live  but  one  geoerati<»i  removed 
from  a  ease,  which  I  shall  presently  show 
you,  that  awrda  the  lesscm  of  how  raodb  an 
ii^iu«d  people  can  anffer,  end  exactly  at  what 
pobit  they  will  avenf^e  their  insults.  Two 
thooiand  people,  bnmmg  with  a  just  sense  of 
their  safiSuings,  have  recently  declared  of  a 
gallant  son  of  the  South,  whose  chivalry  and 
patriotism  deserved  the  sentiment,  in  view  of  a 
determination  to  resist  oppresHon,  if  not  re- 
lieved, that  he  was  "  a  patnot  without  fear  and 
without  reproach.  He  has  generously  devoted 
himself  to  the  defence  of  Bonthem  rights  and 
Southern  interests,  and  is  qualified  for  every 
crisis.  And  Southern  people  will  support  him 
in  the  great  cause  in  every  peril,  and  at  every 
hazard?'  Hark  well  thU  feeling  t  It  stirs  a 
tpirii  that  will  Devw  flag,  ontil  it  wanna  and 
swells  every  bosom  from  the  Potomac  to  the 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  Ch^rman,  history  is  foil  of  instmctive 
admonitions  on  the  subject  of  invaded  liber^, 
and  how  certain  the  resentments  of  a  free  peo- 
ple will  be  aroused  in  defence  of  that  mostnre- 
cious  of  all  Heaven's  best  gifts  to  man.  Wmle 
the  few  are  insidious,  the  many  are  patient; 
while  tyranny  is  secret  and  craity,  democracy 
is  open,  generous,  and  forbearing ;  bnt  there  is 
a  orisitf  in  every  thing,  and  a  point  beyond 
which  even  daveiy  will  not  sof^.  We  sMold 
learn  wisdom  firom  o^erienoe.  Onr  own  an- 
nals present  the  most  Ulnstrious  case  of  hu- 
man persecution,  resisted  by  the  most  consum- 
mate conroge  and  daring.  We  have  a  lesson, 
not  yet  sixty  years  old,  replete  with  a  moral 
that  can  never  be  too  often  consulted ;  it  is  a 
counsel  that  cannot  deceive ;  it  is  a  monitor 
that  will  not  betray ;  tt  possesses  a  feeling  that 
touches  the  heart  without  anguish,  thon!^  it  is 
connected  with  a  stoi^  that  must  forever  bear 
upon  our  regrets.  It  is  this  struggle  for  liberty, 
this  memorable  contest  for  princ^e,  I  shall  this 
day  invoke  in  behalf  of  a  people  sut^ected  to 
the  same  unholy  t^presrion.  It  is  a  shining 
light  that  cannot  be  eztingmsbed ;  and,  before 
Heaven,  in  fhvor  of  my  suffering  countrymen, 
will  I  snatch  this  torch  of  the  revolttti<»i,  and 
snuff  it  and  flash  it  in  yonr  faces. 

In  speaking  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
revolution^  a  distinguished  orator,  (Joel  Barlow,) 
just  after  Its  happy  termination,  brilliantly  ob- 
served :  '*  It  was  not  the  quantity  of  the  tax,  it 
was  not  the  mode  of  appropriation,  but  it  was  the 
right  of  the  demand,  that  was  called  in  questi<»L 
Upon  this  the  people  deliberated ;  this  they 
discussed  in  a  cool  and  dispassionate  manner ; 
and  this  they  opposed,  in  every  shape  that  an 
artM  and  systematic  Ministry  oould  devise^  for 
more  than  ten  years  before  they  aasomed  the 
sword.  This  nn^e  drcumstanoe,  aside  tnm 
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tiie  magiutnde  of  the  contest^  will  stamp  a  pe- 
cnliar  glory  on  the  American  revolntion,  and 
mark  it  as  a  distingalBhed  era  in  the  history  of 
mankind." 

We  are  not  only  questioning  the  "right  of  the 
demand,"  but  we  have  the  pMinliar  avgraTatioo 
of  not  only  an  intolerable  "quantity  "of  "  tar," 
bat  that  tax  is  transferred  from  tlie  bosom  of 
onr  people,  and  "  ^propriated  "  in  other  coan- 
tries.  Before  I  proceed  to  the  comparison 
which  it  is  my  Intention  to  make,  it  is  neoessary 
distinctly  to  state  the  exact  principle  in  hotii 
cases,  and  then  show  with  what  remarkable 
fidelity  the  fiuta  will  snstain  the  analogy.  The 
oolonies  were,  as  the  Btatea  are  now,  independ- 
ent of  each  other;  and  Great  Britain,  the 
mother  conntiy,  constitated  ih^  federal  nead. 
To  tiiem  the  mother  ooantry  was  what  the 
General  Government  now  is  to  the  States. 
The  latter  is  our  federal  head.  Great  Britfun 
maintained  that  she  had  a  right  "  to  tax  the 
colonies  in  all  cases  whatever."  The  oolonies 
denied  it,  and  oontended  that  she  had  only  the 
right  to  tax  them  through  the  reflation  of 
ooramerce  as  revenue,  and  for  their  benefit; 
that  Bach  taxes  could  not  be  taken  and  applied 
to  any  other  purpose  whatever ;  that  no  direct 
tax  at  iJI  could  belaid  upon  them  without  their 
oonaeut,  aftd  then  only  lor  the  use  of  the  colo- 
nies, and  to  be  granted  by  th^  own  Legisla- 
tnres.  The  General  Government  miuntaina  that 
•he  lias  a  right  to  '*  tax  the  States  in  all  cases 
whatever."  The  States  deny  this  right,  and 
contend  tiiat  it  can  only  tax  uiem,  through  the 
r^nlation  of  commerce,  fis  revenue,  for  the 
single  nnrpose  alone  of  snpportinz  the  Govern- 
ment nd  consequently  for  theirl)enefit  gener- 
ally and  equally ;  and  that,  as  Great  Britain 
conid  not  tax  the  colonies  for  her  own  benefit 
at  home,  or  carry  their  money  out  of  the  colo- 
nies to  be  spent  on  objects  unconnected  with 
Hair  odoiuaf  condition,  80  the  Gttieral  Govern- 
ment cannot  tax  tiie  Dtates  for  the  benefit  of 
mannflwsturea,  a  distinct  Interest  from  tiiat  of 
ihe  Goveimnent;  in  other  wo^  it  cannot 
take  numey,  by  way  oi  taxation,  from  one  por- 
tiim  of  tt»  States,  to  be  spent  in  another,  to 
support  an  individual  interest  different  from 
that  of  the  Union,  where  all  are  alike  con- 
oerned.  The  proposition  Is  now  fairly  made. 
Let  any  supernciai  reader  examine  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  revolution,  and  he  will  find 
that  the  oolonies,  though  as  States  they  are 
now  greatly  more  oppressed  in  some  quuiers, 
yet  uien  the^  flashed  like  lightning  at  the 
lightest  invasion  of  t^eir  rights.  Great  Britiun 
in  two  hundred  years,  with  all  her  power  and 
ingennity,  and  t^parontly  with  tenfold  more 
right,  was  never  ablet  in  the  internal  regulations 
of  the  colonies,  to  drive  the  first  entering  wedge 
into  what  they  considered  nnconstitntional  tax- 
ation; nor  in  that  time  did  she  accomplish 
what  the  General  Government  has  done  in  the 
short  space  of  eighteen  years.  Yarioos  were 
the  acta  and  at  various  times  and  wider  various 
states  of  feeling  were  they  urged,  to  estaUish 
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the  principle  that  the  mother  country  had  the 
right  **  to  Dind  the  oolonies  in  all  oases  what- 
ever." The  result  of  such  an  unnatural  and 
abhorrent  experiment  must  be  freah  upon  the 
recollection  of  every  one,  save,  perh^s,  the 
misguided  and  infatuated  rulers  of  the  General 
Gtovemment.  Long  and  ardent  were  their  op- 
position against  the  attempts  of  the  British 
Farliament  to  rivet  upon  them  her  port  laws, 
navigation  acta,  admiralty  regulations,  new 
modes  of  trial,  of  appointing  offioera,  stamp 
acts,  and  tariff's  for  regnlatmg  their  trade. 
Opinions,  resulting  from  tiwr  oppresdcais,  stim- 
ulated them  to  mitigated  renstance,  which 
spread  through  America,  were  intrepidly  main- 
tained against  tiie  usurpatioDS  of  the  mother 
country,  and  finally  terminated  in  Huir  ac- 
knowledged independence. 

Before  I  dose  this  branch  the  subject,  I 
must  refer  the  committee  to  a  part  of  Dr. 
Franklin's  examination  before  a  comndttee  of 
Parliament  on  the  subject  of  the  discontents  in 
the  colonieB ;  for  it  is  so  pertinent  to  the  case 
of  the  South,  that  it  were  treacherous  in  me  to 
omit  it.  Among  the  vast  variety  of  questions 
that  were  asked  mm,  all  of  which  he  answered 
with  great  wisdom,  and  the  most  unusual 
promptness,  were  the  following,  viz : 

"Do  not  vou  think  they  would  submit  to  the 
stamp  act,  if  It  was  modified,  the  obnoxious  parts 
taken  out,  and  the  doty  reduced  to  some  particulars 
of  small  moment?  No;  they  will  never  submit 
to  it. 

"  Have  70U  not  beard  of  the  resolution  of  this 
House  and  of  the  House  of  Lords,  sasertiog  the 
right  of  Parliament  relating  to  America,  Including 
a  power  to  tax  the  people  tiiere  ?  \Vat  the  manu- 
fkctuiers.]  Tea,  I  have  heard  of  such  readu- 
tions. 

"  What  will  be  the  oinnion  of  the  Americans  on 
those  resolutions  t  They  will  think  them  unconiti- 
tutional  and  unjust. 

"Bat  who  is  to  judge  of  that,  Britiun  or  tiie 
colony  ?   Those  that  feel  can  best  judge." 

Yes,  ur,  and  we  who  feel  will  Jndge,  come 
what  will! 

Baid  this  same  conmdttee  to  the  Ameriom 

sage: 

"  If  the  act  Is  not  repealed,  what  do  you  think 
will  be  the  coosequencea  f  A  total  loss  of  (he  re- 
spect and  affection  the  people  of  America  bear  to 
the  mother  country,  and  of  all  the  commerce  that 
depends  on  that  respect  and  affection."  \ 

And  I,  too,  will  answer  for  the  South,  if  your 
tariff  act  is  not  repealed,  away  go  all  tiie  re- 
spect and  affection  which  can  alone  make  this 
Union  any  longer  dedrable. 

What  was  the  issue  all  this,  Mr.  Ohair- 
man  t  Need  I  tell  yon  ?  It  must  he  fresh  in  the 
recolleotion  of  every  man  present.  Indeed,  if 
it  were  not  from  a  knowledge  of  the  history  of 
tiiat  day,  which  some,  perhaps,  care  not  to 
know,  and  others  strive  to  forget,  yet  there  is 
an  occasion  once  a  year  when  it  is  bronght  to 
their  remembrance  by  a  sacred  political  observ- 
ance which  is  derigned  for  that  especial  par- 
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pose.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  htnnily  that  is 
used  on  that  eabbath  of  oor  independence,  a 
part  oS  Thich  it  is  my  intention  to  read  on  this 
occasion  as  containing  my  doctrines,  and  I  care 
not  for  the  name  by  which  it  is  called,  for 
names  are  nothing,  ag^nst  tyranny  and  nsnr- 
pation;  and  nnder  these  titles  I  rank  every 
thing  that  violates  the  oonstitntion  of  the  conn- 
try.  What  I  am  ahoot  to  read  perhws  was 
never  read  befbre  hut  with  fadings  of  odi^t^ 
except  as  to  those  against  whose  despotism  it 
was  leveUed,  and  whose  oj^Krestions  it  was  !n- 
tmded  to  blast  It  may  now,  for  aught  I 
know,  euooonter  another  exception. 

"We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that 
all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed 
hy  their  Creator  mth  certain  nnaHen&ble  rights; 
that  amongst  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness.  That,  to  secure  these  rights,  Govern- 
ments are  instituted  among  men,  deririne  their 
just  powoafVoni  the  consent  of  the  govemea;  that 
whenever  any  form  of  Government  becomes  dMtmc- 
tive  of  th«M  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to 
alter  or  to  sbohah  it,  and  to  institute  new  Govern- 
ment, laying  its  foundation  on  such  principles,  and 
organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall 
seem  most  likely  to  affect  their  safety  and  hapfnness. 
Prudence  Indeed  will  dictate  that  Qovemments  lone 
established  should  not  be  changed  for  light  and 
transient  causes ;  and,  accordingly,  all  experience 
bath  shown  that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to 
suffer,  while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  them- 
selves by  aboUshlng  the  forms  to  which  they  are 
accustomed.  But  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and 
usurpation,  pursuing  invariably  the  same  object, 
evinces  a  design  to  reduce  them  nnder  absolute 
despotiB%  it  is  th^  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw 
off  aneh  Government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for 
their  future  security." 

No  man  can  olgeot  to  this  doctrine.  If  there 
be  Mieh  a  we,  ut  him  step  fiirth  before  the 
democracy  of  America,  and  I  will  venture  to 

fire^flt  he  will  stand  oat  codfessed  an  Amer< 
can  monc^Iist.  Among  the  ennmwation  of 
grievances  published  to  the  world  in  that 
memorable  instrument,  part  of  whioh  I  have 
Just  read,  the  following  are  to  be  fouid : 

"For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  aU  parts  of  Ae 
world. 

"For  impodng  taxes  upon  us  without  onr  con- 
sent 

"In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions,  we  have 
petitioned  for  redress  in  the  most  humlile  terms; 
our  repeated  petitions  have  been  answered  only  by 
repeated  lig'nfy." 

Kow,  sir,  listen  to  the  catastrophe,  and  may 
it  unk  deep  into  the  hearts  of  those  who  are 
mailing  to  a  dmilar  destiny,  not  only  deaf  to 
all  entreaties,  bnt  blind  to  those  dire  conse- 
qnenoes  from  which  the  land  is  not  yet  relieved, 
and  the  blood  of  which  has  scarcely  ceased 
smoking  to  heaven. 

"A  prince  whose  character  is.  thus  marked  by 
every  act  whioh  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be 
nler  of  a  free  people." 

Enough  ctf  qnotationsi    Can  principles  be 
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plainer,  or  language  more  expUdtf  Who 
misonderstands  this  doctrine  ?  Will  it  be  sai-] 
that  ours  is  a  case  different  frtwa  the  oo)oiue£? 
That  we  are  represented  in  Congress,  and,  o(»- 
seqnratly,  whatever  taxes  are  imposed,  are  jsa- 
posed  by  our  representatives?  thi*  i? 

solemn  mockery,  it  is  adding  insnlt  to  injnrv  \ 
What,  sir,  break  down  the  clear  distinctions  in 
the  oonstitntion,  prostrate  the  linuta  of  power 
in  that  sacred  instrameait  intended  to  form 
bonnduies  around  the  will  of  tiie  mi^ari^  ia 
the  safe  proteeti<m  <tf  the  minority,  let  in  the 
unlimited  and  nnoonferoIIaUe  diser^on  of  ^ 
minority  to  do  what  they  please,  and  then  say 
we  are  represented,  and  must  submit  1  Oh! 
insolent  and  insnfibrable  pomtion  I  Sir,  I  pro- 
nounce that  the  Sonthem  States  conW  not  be 
more  Insulted  and  abused  If  they  were  separated 
^m  the  rest  of  the  States,  and  the  river  tlj£ 
mna  by  this  city  was  widened  to  the  breadth 
of  the  Atlantic  OoeaUj  and  the  majcvity  whki 
now  wldds  their  destmy  was  to  retire  to  Hiils- 
delphia,  and  there,  without  a  rangle  man  of  the 
minority,  pass  the  system  that  now  grinds  them 
to  the  dnsL  and  attempt  to  carry  it  into  efikt 
over  that  then  distant  people.  Does  mixiBg  s 
feeble,  poweriess,  band'^mmid  minority  amoag 
a  reckless  majority,  who  are  resolved  to  over- 
leap the  en^nchments  thrown  around  the 
rights  ot  the  former,  and  to  know  no  bounds 
but  those  of  their  will,  so  e&ctnaUy  answer 
the  great  ends  of  equal  representation,  tbtf 
whatever  is  done  shsil  be  justified  under  tLit 
valuable  principle !  Sir,  this  cannot  be  serioasly 
maintained.  The  members  of  the  South  mi^t 
as  well  be  at  home,  for  minf^ing  thflDsdm 
here  with  this  unchuiged  m^ority,  wflmtkey 
have  neither  weight  nor  influence,  only  eerve* 
to  have  them  mocked  with  the  pretensKm  tlot 
their  burdens  are  imposed  npon  fli^  P«|^ 
with  th^  own  consent. 

Does  any  one  believe  that  the  pecqile  cf  tla 
United  States  meant  no  more  by  tiie  revototice 
tiian  a  mere  change  of  masters  I  That  the  Ion 
of  novelty  alcme  has  induced  them  to  strike  off 
one  set  of  fetters,  merely  to  impose  another 
precisely  similar,  because  they  are  of  their  on 
forging  ?  Why  strnf^le  tlirongh  every  ^ecies 
of  suffering,  why  famt  nnder  every  haid^p. 
why  waste  the  wealth  and  sacrifice  the  yon± 
of  an  infant  country,  to  muntain  and  drfei^ 
the  principle  of  self-internal  govenuneot,  sd 
the  nnalienable  rii^t  of  property,  when  the 
work  was  aociHuplidiea,  uiey  sihoald  msidly 
tarn  round,  and  throw  tbenudTea,  in  new- 
made  manadea,  at  the  feet  of  aaodwr  ^raci! 
The  thing  is  too  intolerable  for  vmtet 
credulity.  Motives  always  determine  the  Am- 
acter  of  an  action,  and  the  revolntion  of  a  u- 
tion  is  goided  by  as  settled  an  intent,  and  he 
as  fixed  an  object,  as  the  smallest  moTOraeit 
of  an  individnsi ;  and  the  jnst  reproach  of  foltr 
or  madness  is  al^e  applicable  to  either.  'Vhi: 
would  have  been  thought  of  an  individual  wix. 
should  thus  have  acted  ?  We  have  hm,  then, 
clearly  indicated  the  motiTe~of  tiie  nrofaitiaB. 
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It  was  not  a  change  of  tyrants.  It  was  to  se- 
onre  and  preserve  mumpnred  Qkat  separate  and 
exolvnTe  ind^emdenee  which  bdoiued  to  the 
States,  not  in  their  j<^t  bat  several  capacity. 
Having  triomphed  in  their  periloas  undertaking, 
not,  however,  without  encountering  the  most 
unspeakable  difficulties,  which  left  in  their  train 
jealousies  they  coold  never  appease,  and  bur- 
dens they  could  not  discharge,  which  exposed 
them  to  cUssensions  from  wiUiin,  or  invasion 
from  without ;  they  were  willing  to  transfer, 
and  nothing  more,  the  right  of  protection  which 
had  lost  been  forfeited  by  the  mother  country 
to  the  more  tender  and  parental  care  of  the 
Federal  Government.  It  was  physical  and  not 
moral  ftvce;  it  was  strength  and  not  intelli- 
gence, needed  and  son^^t  by  the  States,  Any 
thing  m.ore  tlian  HhHb  never  was  intended. 

One  word,  shr,  on  tiie  subject  of  the  ITnion, 
and  I  have  done.  We  have  oeen  aooused  ctf  a 
want  of  attachment  to  the  Union.  Snoh  a 
charge  I  fling  back  in  the  teeth  of  our  accusers. 
What  1  the  South  disaffected  tothe  Union  I  The 
South  that  snffered  so  much  in  the  revolution- 
ary war  from  the  common  enemy,  from  savages 
on  her  frontier,  and  tories,  worse  than  savages, 
in  her  very  hesrt  1  The  South,  that  so  gallantly 
opened  her  purse  and  shed  her  blood  in  the 
last  war  with  the  British  and  Indians,  when  in 

another  quarter  .  But  I  forbear.  It  cannot 

be  believed  that  ih»  South  is  dislimd.  Who 
were  the  supporters  of  Jefferson,  and  Madison, 
vad  Honroe  ?  And  who,  more  than  Jefferson, 
Ma^flon,  and  Monroe,  were  the  defenders  of 
those  republican  principles  which  nloved,  di- 
rected^ and  oonsummated  the  revolution  of  '76, 
and  were  happily  laid  at  the  foundation  of  the 
Feder^  Government?  Did  the  South  keep 
back  when  the  North  refused  to  give  up  a  saon- 
fioe  righthdly  necessary  to  support  and  defend 
the  principles  of  the  coostitntion !  No,  sir ;  it 
is  a  uander  to  whisper  the  slightest  suspicion 
of  disloyalty  against  the  South,  We  are  at- 
tached, warmly  attached,  to  the  Union ;  not,  it 
is  true,  for  its  mon^,  for  we  pay  all  and  get 
noUung;  hat  it  is  ttxt  those  nee  and  lilwral 
prinoipiea  so  dear  to  the  r^ts  of  man ;  those 
TOindplea  that  form  the  best  security  for  his 
ufo,  Ubert^,  and  property,  without  whidi  neither 
union  nor  any  thing  else  is  worth  preserving. 
In  the  words  of  a  great  man,  give  us  union,  but 
give  us  liberty  first.  Do  not  deprive  us  of  all 
our  blessings  under  the  empty  sound  of  union. 
Do  not  steu  from  us  our  senses  under  the  be- 
witching charm  of  union.  Do  not^  like  the 
Madagascar  bat,  suck  us  to  death  while  you  are 
fanning  us  to  sleep  by  the  coolingbreezes  of 
your  wide-spread  wings  of  union.  We  be^  to 
undersand  all  this  deuudon,  and  we  are  awake 
to  the  snfforinga  you  have  inndiondy  inflicted 
upon  na  by  the  talismaD  of  union.  If  you  will 
not  withdraw  your  ezacHona,  if  you  will  not 
live  with  ua  upon  the  terms  of  equal  righte,  I 
t^  yon  in  the  language  of  plain  truth,  to  which, 
perniapB,  you  are  unaccnstomed,  we  shall  cer- 
tainly iMrt  from  yon,  and  part,  I  hope,  in  peace. 


Then  you  may  hug  to  yourselves  your  darling 
American  system ;  then  you  may  tax  your 
people  to  your  hearts'  ccmtent ;  and  then,  if  yon 
choose,  you  may  take  to  yourselveB  other  gods ; 
but,  as  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the 
Lord  of  liberty,  and  all  the  pe(^(^  the  South 
shall  cry,  anun. 

Fbidat,  June  16. 
7%«  Tati^Diteontent  <if  the  Smith. 
Mr.  SuTHKBUND  rosumod  his  argument  in 
support  of  the  protective  system,  which  he  in- 
sisted had  had  its  origin  in  Virginia.  In  sup- 
port of  this  podtioD  he  made  luge  quotations 
m»n  tlie  BiohoMmd  Enquirer  and  the  writinga 
(tf  Mr,  Jefferscn.  He  advttted  to  the  pert 
taken  by  Georgia  at  tbe  time  the  ouutitntaon 
was  adc^ted,  and  eontawted  it  with  the  course 
taken  by  her  repreaen^vee  <mi  the  present 
occasion.  He  commented  upon  the  amount  of 
protection  enjoyed  by  Southern  oommo^es, 
and  f^pUed  tHe  arguments  advanced  by  the 
op|)onents  of  the  system  to  this  branch  of  leg^ 
lative  protection,  insisting  that  if  they  would 
consent  to  remove  the  protecting  duty  on  cot- 
ton, the  Northern  manufacturers  could  get  the 
Pemarobnco  cotton  in  abundance  and  on  very 
advantageous  terms.  He  inveighed  agunst  the 
positions  taken  by  Southern  gentlemen  as  not 
going  to  modify,  but  utterly  to  desfanty  the  pro- 
tective system,  and  with  it  the  entire  mass  ctf 
manufactures  at  the  North.  As  to  a  secession 
of  Geoigia,  he  would  sot  ask  the  gentleman 
from  that  State  (Mr.  Oiatton)  to  stay  in  the 
Union  because  he  knew  he  would  stay,  and 
could  not  do  otherwise  connstently  with  his 
own  interest  He  closed  his  remarks  with  a 
strong  impresd(m  <tf  his  own  attachment  to  tiie 
Union,  and  detemdnation  to  abide  by  it  to  the 
uttermost. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  said :  Mr.  Chairman, 
in  this  exaniination  of  tiie  constitutionality  of 
the  tari^  I  feel  bound  to  vindicate  our  ances- 
tors from  the  charge  of  authorizing;  in  the  oon- 
8titoti<m,  a  modification  of  the  vur  principle 
which  produced  tiie  revolution.  Who  can  wit- 
ness the  present  stru^leof  the  Southern  States 
for  their  constitutional' rights,  without  being 
struck  with  the  identity  of  the  contest  which 
the  American  colonies  waged  with  Qreat  Brit- 
ain !  Sir,  the  history  of  the  two  periods  may 
be  written  in  almost  the  same  words— unconsti- 
tuUonal  oppression  on  the  part  of  both  Govern- 
ments; increasing  discontent  among  the  op- 
pressed portion,  first  manifested  in  petitions, 
and  afterwards  assuming  the  holder  language 
of  remonstrance.  How  long  have  the  Southern 
States,  in  their  devoticm  to  the  Union,  begged 
and  implored  their  rights?  They  have  peti- 
tioned and  remonstrated  until  their  remon- 
strances have  been  treated  with  contempt." 
So  far  from  produdng  any  effect,  their  burdens 
have  been  increased;  and  while  the  mft}orify 
are  buying  up  the  Afferent  sections  of  the 
Uidon  by  the  plunder  of  the  South,  and  are 
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gradoall;  exfeoctiDg  the  circle  of  their  power, 
we  are  insultingly  told  we  mnst  sabmit  to  their 
oppressions  because  thej  are  a  majoritj.  Sir, 
the  unanimity  of  the  British  Parliament  in 
passing  the  stamp  act  was  greater  than  that 
which  has  imposed  on  ns  onr  bnrdena.  There 
were  but  two  or  three  individuals  who  bad  the 
courage  to  vote  against  tiie  passage  of  that  bill, 
and  yet  our  ancestors  dared  to  think  it  nncon- 
■Utational,  and,  In  the  ftca  of  '*  an  anned  tyr- 
anny,"  to  redst  its  exeoatioo. 

Sir,  there  is  an  infatuation  in  power  which 
makes  it  insensible  to  the  signs  of  increasing 
discontent  which  are  everywhere  gathering 
around.  Gentlemen  on  this  floor  believe  that 
tiie  excitement,  if  not  the  oppontion  to  this 
mtem  in  the  South,  is  confined  to  South  Caro- 
lina ;  and  that  it  has  been  produced  there  by 
disaffected  politicians.  Sir,  this  is  the  very 
language  of  the  royal  proclamations  in  relation 
to  Massachusetts.  She  was  denounced  for  her 
dis^ectiouj  and  the  loyal^  and  fidelity  of  the 
other  colonies  were  idi^ed  off  Iti  contrast  with 
what  was  called  "rebellions  ^irit"  It 
was  conddered  and  tre^«d  as  a  Uanaohnsetts 
excitement,  nntU  the  whole  continent  was  in  a 
blaze.  The  feelioK  of  old  Faneuil  Hall  became 
the  sentiment  of  America :  **  That  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  had  no  right  to  tax  the  colonies 
for  the  benefit  of  the  mother  country ;  and  if 
the  colonies  once  abandoned  the  right  to  tax 
themselves,  and  suffered  Parliament  to  tax  them 
at  discretion,  they  were  no  longer  fl'ee."  Let 
gentlemen  not  deceive  themselves  into  a  belief 
uiat  the  other  Soathem  States  can  or  will  sepa- 
rate from  South  Carolina  in  the  coming  struggle 
for  their  common  rights,  whatever  ^iparent 
diflSnrenee  there  may  oe  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  this  strug^e  shall  oommenco. 

Sir,  the  first  cause  of  offence  to  the  colonies 
was  tlie  imposition  of  a  duty,  or,  as  tlie  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  has  well  expressed  it,  a  tariff 
on  West  India  produce  coming  into  the  colonial 
ports.  This  was  resented  as  an  attempt  to  force 
the  colonies  to  carry  on  their  trade  with  the 
West  Indies  through  the  mother  country.  It 
was  denounced  as  a  measure  which  would  make 
the  commerce  of  the  States  tributary  to  the 
commerce  of  Old  England.  We  denoanoe  the 
tariff  on  the  very  principle  that  it  makes  the 
Southern  States  tnbntaiy  to  the  manu&ctores 
of  New  England.  The  object  of  the  British 
Ooveniment  then  was  to  restrict  Uie  trade  of 
the  colonies  to  Old  En|[1and :  the  oUect  of  this 
Government  Is  to  restnct  the  trade  of  the  South 
to  New  England.  The  only  difference  in  the 
parallel  is,  that  the  colonies  were  confined  to 
the  best  market  on  earth,  while  it  is  attempted 
to  confine  the  Southern  States  to  a  market 
which  requires  of  them  a  discriminaUng  duty, 
averaging  fbrty-five  per  cent.,  to  make  it  equal 
to  the  other  markets  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Chutman,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  mr- 
prise  to  one  who  has  witnessed  the  patience 
with  which  the  Southern  States  have  submitted 
to  the  heavy  and  inoreamng  exactxona  of  the 
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.  tariff  laws,  to  be  informed  that  their  immediate 
ancestors,  not  more  than  fifty-odd  years  ago, 
had  resisted,  with  their  lives,  an  inconsider^le 
tax  on  stamped  paper,  and  a  threepence  daty 
on  tea.  Sir,  the  amount  of  these  oppresnons 
was  indeed  trifling,  compared  with  those  noder 
which  the  Southern  States  have  submitted  for 
the  last  twelve  years.  Tea  was  ft  Iwverags 
drank  only  by  the  ridi ;  and  Uie  ivHj  impoaed 
was  of  the  H^tesC  revokne  diaraeter.  what 
is  our  present  condition  t  We  axe  taxed  oi 
every  article  of  nec^sary  consumption,  import- 
ed from  abroad,  not  threepence,  but  to  an  aver- 
age of  forty-five  per  cent. :  not  on  the  Inmries 
of  life  which  are  used  by  tlie  rich,  but  upon  the 
sugar,  the  salt,  the  iron,  the  flannels,  the 
blankets,  even  the  implements  of  labor  with 
which  the  industrious  poor  earn  their  bread. 
Sir,  is  there  any  difference  in  principle  which 
consecrates  the  oppressions  which  we  now  en- 
dure? None.  Every  Southern  State  has  de- 
clared them  ui^ust  and  unconstitutional,  and, 
therefore,  a  ;^pableuBarpfltim  of  their  ri^ts; 
and  it  remains  to  he  seen  whether  Hher  wiD 
diigrace  tb^r  fathers  ^  eventual  submiarion 
to  unaothorized  oppresilon. 

Ur.  Chairman,  the  great  principle  which  pro- 
duced liie  revolution,  whatever  modification  H 
may  have  assumed  in  the  different  acts  of  Brit- 
ish oppression,  was  a  denial  of  the  right,  as- 
serted by  the  British  Grown,  of  taxation  iHth- 
out  representation.  That  denial  meant  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  the  assertion  of  that  great 
conservative  principle  of  English  liber^,  that 
taxation  must  be  by  the  consent  of  those  who 
pay  the  taxes,  or,  in  other  words,  tiiat  the  snp- 

gUes  can  be  voted  only  by  those  who  pay  them, 
ir,  that  ringle  principle  ia  worth,  in  practice, 
more  than  all  the  eonstltntimis  nnder  the  son. 
I  defy  the  tyrant's  power  if  yon  give  me  the 
right  to  withhold  his  supplies.  What  are  hb 
armies,  his  navies,  his  dungeons,  his  guillotine^ 
without  money,  which  has  been  called  the 
sinew  of  war,  and  wliich  is  et^ually  tiie  sinew 
of  oppression  I  Gut  it  in  twain,  and  the  arm 
of  power  ia  unnerved.  Withhold  the  sup- 
plies,  and  you  put  a  check  on  the  most  deter- 
mined oppression,  by  teaching  the  tyrant  his 
absolute  dependence  on  the  people.  It  is  tlik^ 
and  this  only,  which  has,  tbrouah  bo  many  ages, 
wrestied  Eiwish  liberty  tnaa  toe  iron  grasp  of 
her  kings  and  her  nobuity.  Oar  anoeetOTa  be- 
lieved they  had  embodied  this  fine  oonceptioB 
of  Anglo-Saxon  liberty  in  our  constitution,  by 
providing  that  all  revenue  bills  shall  originate 
m  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  popular 
branch  of  our  Legislature ;  and,  to  guard  aguti^ 
oppressive  sectional  taxation,  they  provided  that 
all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  should  be  uni- 
form throughout  the  United  States.  By  a  per- 
version of  tne  spirit  of  this  last-mentioned  pro- 
vision, even  under  a  most  rigid  and  jesuitical 
adherence  to  its  form,  the  pmiciple  that  those 
who  pay  the  tares  shall  vote  the  supplies,  has 
been  completely,  and  to  all  practical  purposes, 
inverted ;  and  those  who  pay  notaxea^  but  who 
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are  bonntied  hj  taxation,  exoIosiTelj  exercise 
the  right  of  imposing  the  taxes.  Sir,  I  woold 
ask  what  agency  the  Sonthem  States  have  had 
in  pas^ng  a  revenue  bill  since  1816.  Have  not 
the  represeatatlves  from  those  States,  almost 
*'  en  f?uuMi,"  Toted  agiunst  every  revenue 
measore  since  that  period ;  while  the  represent- 
atives tnm  the  Northern  Statea.  to  whom, 
thur  own  admissioDS,  tlie  collection  of  taxes  by 
imports  operates  as  a  bounty,  have  forced 
fbeir  revenue  laws  on  the  Sontn  without  her 
oonseotf  Has  not  each  saocesBive  tariff  been 
in  the  nature  of  a  new  and  direct  contribution, 
levied  by  one  section  of  the  Union  on  the  labor 
of  the  other  f  Sir,  is  not  the  Sooth  practically 
unrepresented  on  this  floor,  on  all  questions  of 
taxation  t  Do  not  the  tax  receivers,  instead  of 
the  tax  pikers,  fix  the  amount  of  the  taxes  1 
Of  what  av^  have  been  the  speeches,  the  re- 
monstrances, and  even  the  TOtes,  of  Southern 
members  a^unst  the  determined  efforts  of  a 
minority,  who  were  intent  in  imposing  burdens 
on  ih»  South  t  Has  the  presence  of  Southern 
members  had  any  other  effect,  during  this 
Bolemn  mockery  of  Sonthem  rights,  than  to 
give  the  semblance  of  deliberation  to  predeter- 
mined ii^usUoe,  and  to  make  themsdvee  instru- 
mental, in  appearance,  to  their  own  oppressions  ? 
Sir,  the  British  Parliament,  to  cloak  their  injus- 
tice, offered,  through  Dr.  Franklin,  to  ^ve  the 
colonies  a  representation  in  proportion  to  their 
numbers.  That  eagacious  statesman  had  the 
good  sense  to  r^eot  the  proposal ;  telling  them 
that  such  representation  would  be  a  mmority 
in  Farliammt,  too  weak  to  resist  any  scheme 
of  injo^oe,  and  thus  delusion  would  be  added 
to  oppresidon.  I  ask  if  the  Sonthem  States, 
with  uidr  present  representation  on  this  floor, 
are  not  in  precisely  the  same  ntnation  in  which 
the  colonies  would  have  been  placed  with  their 
uomin^  representation  in  Paruament 

Til.  Chairman,  I  propose,  very  briefly,  to  take 
a  financial  view  of  the  amount  of  burdens  im- 
posed on  the  Sonthem  States,  and  of  the  un- 
equal expenditure  of  the  revenue  collected  by 
imposts.  Sir,  by  an  examination  of  this  propo- 
sition, we  sha]I  he  enabled  to  estimate  the  rela- 
tive amount  of  freedom  which  we  ei^oy  under 
the  present  action  of  this  Qovunment.  Per- 
sonal ri^ts  are  at  this  day  secure  thron^out 
the  whole  dviliaed  world,  and  taxation  is  the 
only  trne  measure  of  liber^.  Tn  ruder  ages, 
the  whip,  the  chun,  and  the  dungecm,  were  the 
in^xuments  of  oppression ;  hot  the  iTraany  of 
modern  times  consists  almost  extensively  in  an 
invasion  of  the  rights  of  property,  and  not  the 
rights  of  person.  Taxation  is  the  suhtie  process 
which  increases  power,  while  it  destroys  the 
means  of  resisting  it.  Complete  slavery  con- 
sists in  the  right,  on  the  part  of  the  master  or 
the  Government,  to  the  whole  labor  of  the 
slave,  and  the  d^^s  of  darery  can  be  fixed 
only  by  the  relative  amonnt  of  contribution 
levied  upon  the  labor  of  the  individual.  Sir, 
measure  the  tights  vt  the  Sonthem  planter  by 
this  standard,  and  what  superiority  of  freedom 
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do  you  assign  him  over  the  subjects  of  the 
English,  French,  or  Spanish  monarchies  ?  It  is 
true,  the  whip  ia  not  on  our  backs,  nor  the 
chains  on  our  arms.  The  English,  French,  or 
Spanish  subjects  can  sa^  as  much,  and  more. 
Each  of  tiiem  can  exalt  m  the  declaration  that 
his  Government  levies  a  nnaller  contribution 
on  his  yearly  income,  than  the  jdnt  action  of 
the  State  and  federal  Governments  levies  on 
the  income  of  the  Sonthem  planter.  Sir,  I 
invite  a  comparison  between  the  amoont  of 
taxes  paid  by  the  Sonthem  planter,  and  the 
amonnt  paid  by  the  population  of  Great  Britain, 
Franccy  or  S^ain.  If  we  conrader  the  taxation 
of  the  South  m  the  twofold  aspect  of  the  quan- 
tity collected,  and  the  small  portion  returned  to 
them  in  the  shape  of  Government  expenditm^ 
the  history  of  the  world  does  not  present  an 
instance  of  such  a  perpetual  and  exhausting 
dr^n.  The  resources  of  no  other  country  on 
earth  could  have  borne  it  half  the  time.  The 
reason  that  we  ore  not  reduced  to  the  oonditaon 
of  beggars  and  lazaroni,  like  a  ptoticm  of  the 
population  of  Europe,  is  not  that  we  ore  less 
tax-ridden  thon  the  most  oppressed  of  them,  but 
because  of  the  abundance  and  fertility  of  our 
landK  and  the  inexhaustible  value  of  our  stajdea, 
which  gives  a  larger  income  to  our  labor  than 
is  enjoyed  by  any  other  people  under  the  snn. 

Bat,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  does  this  inequality 
of  expenditure  swell  into  amount  of  oppression, 
when  we  consider  fiiots  as  they  are ;  that  the 
section  receiving  so  small  a  portion  of  expendi- 
ture pays  two-thirds  of  the  whole  revenue  of 
the  Government !  Sir,  to  sum  up  the  whole 
Buffering  of  the  South,  I  would  lutt  confine  it 
either  to  the  tariff  or  to  internal  improvement ; 
bat  to  the  jrant  action  of  odleoting  and  ^bon- 
ing the  revenue,  by  which  the  Southern  States 
pay  five  dollars  into  the  Treasury,  and  get  one 
out ;  while  the  Northern  States  pay  one  in,  and 
get  five  out. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  honorable  gentleman  fi-om 
South  Carolina  Qir.  MoBumx)  has,  I  think, 
conclusively  proven  that  a  duty  of  forty-five 
per  cent  upon  those  artides  which  we  take  in 
exchuige  for  our  cotton  is  equivalent  to  an 
export  duty  of  forty-five  per  cent  on  our  cot- 
ton. This  proposition  has  been  denied^  but  not 
disproven.  Gtontiemen  on  the  othw  side  have 
not  even  attempted  to  meet  the  argnmoit;  nor 
can  it  he  met  Sir,  it  is  not  contended  that  we 
receive  forty-five  per  cent  less  in  money  for 
our  cotton  than  we  would  have  received  if 
there  had  been  no  duty ;  but  that  our  cotton 
loses  its  relative  value  in  the  markets  of  the 
world,  by  the  very  fact,  that,  by  duties,  you  add 
forty-five  per  cent  to  the  price  of  those  articles 
which  we  take  in  exchange  for  our  cotton.  Sir, 
this  is  a  oouBe^uenoe  whidi  the  cotton  plant- 
er cannot  avoid.  His  cotton  wUl  purdiase 
fewer  of  those  articles  which  are  enhanced  in 

Erice  by  a  forty -five  per  cent.  duty.  If  he  seUs 
is  cotton  for  money,  that  money  will  porchase 
forty-five  per  cent  less  on  aooount  of  duties  to 
that  amoont  on  the  artiolee  which  h»  wishes  to 
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purchue.  Sir,  for  bU  practical  purposes,  tlie 
Govemmeot  bad  Jut  aa  well  take  ARtj-fire  <mt 
ci  every  hundred  bales  d  mj  cotton,  and  make 
a  present  of  it,  before  my  flioe,  to  the  manofao- 
torer,  as  to  eompd  me,  by  an  impost  duty,  to 
wf  him  ftn^-flTe  per  oent  more  for  his  maon- 
CBotnrea  than  X  ahoold  have  giyea  him  bat  for 
the  doty ;  or  to  pay  forty-fire  per  cent  at  the 
costom  nonse  for  his  benefit,  when  I  import 
sach  articles  as  he  mannfaetores.  An  ii^ostice 
is  shared  by  the  whole  population  of  the  South, 
whose  oonsumption  is  made  dearer  by  datieik 
while  the  price  of  their  labor  is  not  enhanced 
in  a  corresponding  degree. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  been  told  that  a 
rq>eal  <^  this  system  will  prostrate  the  prodno- 
tlTB  labor  and  caidtal  of  the  North.  is  not 
this  an  admission  of  the  absolnte  duMndence  of 
the  North  upon  the  honntiea  which  uiey  are  per- 
mitted by  this  Qovemment  to  levy  (m  the 
Bonth  t  u  the  manufacturers  cannot  liTe  with- 
out tiiese  contributions  on  Southern  labor,  can 
we  be  expected  to  sostalu  ourselves  under  such 
perpetual  exactions?  Sir,  at  the  formation  of  this 
Government,  the  South  was  rich  and  the  North 
poor.  Now  the  scene  is  changed ;  and  while 
the  North  is  prosperous  beyond  example,  the 
States  of  Vir^nia,  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Oeorgia,  present  the  appearance  of  so 
many  oon<^nered  and  plondered  provinces. 

The  agncultural  interest  of  tne  South  is,  at 
tills  time,  much  more  dqvessed  thu  the  mann- 
ftotnring  interest  of  the  North.  If  this  be  not 
a  ^stem  of  sectional  plunder,  let  gentlemen 
ji\aj  out  their  own  pnnciples,  by  ^ving  to 
others  what  they  cUdm  for  themselves.  Sir, 
are  not  the  rights  of  the  cotton  planter  as  sacred 
asthoseofthemanu&cturerl  Is  he  not  equally 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  a  Ooremment, 
one-half  of  whose  revenue  is  collected  upon  the 
cotton  trade  alone  f  Has  he  not  been  for  years 
tributary  to  the  manufacturer)  And  would 
the  forty-five  per  oent.  bounty  on  cotton  be 
any  thing  more  than  the  contribution  he  now 
foniisheB  to  the  manuflictarer  f  Sir,  If  gentle- 
men refiiae  to  jdace  the  cotton  grower  on  a 
footing  with  the  CartHred  intoreata  of  the  coun- 
try, they  need  not  be  sorprised  if  a  sense  of 
li^uatice  and  oppresrion  should  drive  him  to 
withhold  from  this  QoremmeDt  that  contribu- 
tion which  it  has  so  long  and  so  m^usUy  levied 
on  his  industry. 

Kr.  Chairman,  the  crisis  has  at  length  arrived 
when  this  question  must  be  settled  on  a  per- 
manent basis.  The  Southern  people  have  lo^ed 
with  delight  to  the  payment  of  tne  public  debt, 
as  a  peri^  when  they  might  expect  some  alle- 
viation of  their  burdens.  There  is  no  longer 
an  excuse  or  pretext  for  owtinuing  the  present 
rate  ct  dntiea,  ezcqtt  for  the  dngle  porpose  of 
making  the  South  tributary  to  the  NorUi.  We 
have  borne,  patiently,  onr  nne^oal  burdens  in 
disohai|;ing  a  debt  mcnrred  in  our  common 
defence,  and  we  now  demand  of  you  to  lessen 
our  taxes  to  the  amount  annually  paid  in  the 
diseha:^  of  that  debt.  Partaking  in  the  com- 


moa  feeling  of  our  countrymen,  in  aataafactkn 
at  an  event  which  has  freed  ue  OovenimeDt 
from  pecuniary  obligation,  we  call  nptm  yon  to 
adjust  your  revenue  to  uie  le^timate  wants 
of  the  Government.  ThisgreatnaticaialjnbQee, 
which  is  hailed  with  Joy  by  the  lovers  of  free- 
dom throughout  the  worid,  and  which  wHl  be 
dted  in  after  times  to  the  honor  of  r^nibliean 
Oovemment  brings  no  rdief  to  us  if  our  exac- 
tions are  to  be  continued,  ffir,  do  we  aak  too 
much  in  calling  for  a  rednction  oi  our  taxes  to 
the  fiscal  demands  of  the  Government  f  TTie 
subjects  of  European  despotism  would  have  at 
least  this  dum  on  the  humanity  of  their  sover- 
eign. We  are  willing  to  contribute  our  duepor^ 
taonofrevenue  to  support  the  Government.  This 
we  will  yield  in  no  luggard  m  reliiotant  B^irit, 
Should  any  portion  of  onr  common  oonntry,  even 
that  portion  of  which  we  have  most  eanaa  of  oodk 
plunt,  require  our  defence,  it  vUl  be  ftindsbed 
withontoaloulationofoostoroonBeqnaioea.  The 
same  sj^t  which  united  our  fathers  and  led  them 
to  victory,  shall  animate  their  sons,  and  in  tiie 
common  cause  we  will  foi^t  our  past  differ- 
ences. But  sir,  with  these  feelings,  which  I 
know  pervade  the  whole  Southern  oountry,  I 
should  be  acting  uncandidly,  did  I  not  state 
that  nothing  short  of  a  practical  abandonment 
of  the  principle  of  protection  can  or  ought  to 
satisfy  the  wounded  feelings  of  the  South.  The 
repeid  of  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  artides 
which  forms  the  bads  tit  the  present  1»1L  win 
never  be  considered  a  lUr  a^ostmoit  of  tids 

anestion.  IthaRbecainopvtof.ouroomi>laittt 
iiat  revenue  duties  shoula  be  levied  on  thoee 
articles  whidi  are  not  manufactured  in  this 
country.  Sncb  articles  are  mostiy  luxuries  oon- 
sumed  by  the  rich,  and  are  the  most  l^itamate 
subjects  of  revenue,  because  the  duties  on  than 
are  borne  equally  by  all  who  consume  theon.  Our 
complaint  hss  been  that  protecting  duties  have 
been  levied  on  those  artitues  which  are  manu&e- 
tured  in  one  portion  of  our  country,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raisiog  the  price  of  mumfactnring  labor ; 
and  that,  whue  those  duties  <^»erate  as  a  tax  en 
the  South,  they  operate  aa  a  bonn^  on  the  North, 
l^ia  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  tiia  whob 
controversy ;  and  if  you  take  the  duties  off  of 
winee,  silu,  teas,  spices,  and  such  Giber  luxu- 
ries, and  throw  the  whole  burden  of  tharevenne 
on  salt  iron,  cotton,  and  woollen  goods,  and 
such  other  necessaries  of  life  as  are  oonramed 
to  the  South  and  manu&otured  to  the  North, 
yon  not  only  retieve  that  section  frt>m  the  whole 
burden  of  taxation,  but  you  make  the  labor  of 
the  South  tributary  to  the  North. 

Sir,  we  concede  much  to  the  mannfjaetniing 
interest,  when  we  concede  the  collection  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  Government  by  a  regular 
ad  T^orem  duty  on  imports.  Under  any  modi- 
fieation  of  imposts,  the  principal  burden  must 
always  fall  on  the  South,  whose  prodtMtkns 
enter  munly  into  the  fordgn  trade  of  the  coun- 
try. By  the  bill  reported  from  the  Oomndttea 
of  Ways  and  Means,  we  proprae  to  sive  yea  a 
permanent  protecti<Hi,  arising  tnm  me  revema 
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doty  of  twelve  and  a  lialf  per  cent,  ou  all  yoar 
mannf^tares,  besides  the  proteotioa  yon  enjoy 
in  the  expense  of  traneportation  and  commis- 
sions on  tike  for^gn  artude.  thir<7  years 
ago,  whm  jonr  mann&ctares  were  in  th^ 
iDxuiGT^  riz  and  eight  per  oent.  irere  considered 
a  snffloient  tax  on  the  rest  of  the  oommunity  for 
their  sopport  Twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  pro- 
tection at  the  expense  of  the  South  is  more 
than  any  Sonthem  planter  realizes  from  his 
c^itaL  It  should  be  recollected,  in  adjusting 
this  oompromise,  that  we  take  no  aoooont  of 
t3A  millioDs  of  dollars  which  have  already  becui 
wmng  from  the  impoTerished  Soath,  to  bnild 
np  the  mannfitctnrmg  indostry  and  prosperity 
of  the  North.  Strict  and  rigid  justice  would 
require  that,  in  returning  to  a  fair  system  of 
rerenne,  the  maanfaotorera  should  contribute  as 
much  to  the  South,  aa  tli«y  haTO  heretofore 
exacted  from  her. 

]£r.  Ohainnan,  it  has  been  urged  that  any 
reduction  of  duties  shoidd  be  gradual,  so  as  to 
iiriure,  as  Httle  as  possible,  the  mterests  of  those 
wno  have  vested  their  capital  in  manufactures, 
under  the  implied  faith  of  the  Oovemment  to 
continue  its  policy  of  protection.  I  cheerfully 
yield  to  this  su^estion,  although  my  consti- 
tuents have  large  mterests  invested  in  agricul- 
ture, under  the  pledge  from  tiiis  Government 
that  their  rights  of  property  ^tniM  not  be 
violated  by  appropriating  any  part  of  its 
proceeds  to  any  other  purpose  than  to  carry 
into  effect  the  constitutional  powers  of  the 
Gtovenunent  Ko  one  has  proposed,  aud  I  hope 
no  one  from  the  South  will  propose,  a  sudden 
reduction.  If  gentiemen  require  i1^  let  them 
take  three,  five,  or  even  seven  years,  provided 
they  will  at  last  come  down  to  the  le^timate 
wants  of  the  Gtovemment.  Let  us,  Iwwever, 
see  througb  this  long  vista  of  time  some  prospect 
of  returning  liberty  and  justice;  some  period  in 
the  distant  perspective,  at  which  they  will 
restore  to  us  our  long-lost  rights.  The  Phila- 
delphia Free  Trade  Oonvention,  speaking  in 
the  name  of  the  South,  have  assumed  the  ground 
that,  under  a  gradual  reduction,  the  system 
of  protection  must  ultimately  be  abandoned. 
While  I  prcrf'esa  myself  willing  to  vote  for  any 
real  and  oona  fide  reduction,  I  must  be  aUowed 
to  sa^  that,  if  the  Sonthem  people  abandon  the 
position  assumed  by  tiiat  oonvention,  they  are 
not  (mly  the  slaves,  but  the  willing  slaves  of 
manufacturing  avarice  and  oppression. 

He,  Chairman,  I  have  attempted  to  discuss 
this  subject  with  that  freedom  which  its  impor- 
tance demands.  I  should  not  have  acted  with 
candor,  had  I  characterized  the  oppression  of 
which  we  complain,  in  terms  of  more  measured 
indignation.  Sir,  I  have  not  intended  to  give 
offence  to  any  one  on  this  floor  by  soy  thing 
that  I  have  said.  How  much  soever  I  may 
difite  witii  gentlemen,  my  associations  here  have 
pven  me  a  feeling  of  personal  respeot  and  kind- 
ness towards  many  with  whom  I  diall,  prob- 
ably, always  disagree  in  opinion  on  this  ques- 
ticm.  Sudi  gentuonen  will  ^ve  me  credit  when 


[H.  OPR. 

I  say  that  the  Southern  people  value  the  Union 
as  much  as  any  other  portion  of  our  common 
country:  but  they  value  their  liberties  still 
more.  They  will  abandon  the  Union  only  in 
the  last  struggle  for  their  rights ;  and  when  it 
is  gone,  they  will  have  no  cause  to  upbraid 
themsdves.  They  have  not  asked,  nor  will  they 
ask,  any  favors,  or  bounties,  or  privil^ea  at 
your  hands ;  they  claim  but  the  right  to  e^joy 
the  proceeds  of  th^  honest  labor.  In  their 
name,  I  invoke  you,  by  tiie  blood  of  our  com- 
mon ancestors,  by  the  independence  which  th^ 
stm^ed  to  achieve,  by  the  emblems  of  liberty 
which  surround  us,  by  the  stars  and  stripes 
our  national  banner,  suffer  us  to  remain  m  tiie 
Union,  not  as  slaves,  but  as  fireemen,  paying  no 
other  tribute  than  that  which  we  owe  to  our 
common  country. 


Satubdat,  June  16. 

TkA  Hegist^r  of  DOatet. 

Mr.  E.  EvEBETT,  from  the  Library  Ooomiit- 
tee,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Betotvedy  That  the  order  of  ibis  Hoaae  for  a  sub- 
acriptioB  for  the  first  three  volumes  of  Gales  and 
Seaton^  Begister  of  Debates,  be  extended  to  the 
volume  which  has  since  been  published,  and  to  the 
vdnmes  which  may  hereafter  be  published  of  the 
aforesidd  woric. 

Mr.  FosTEB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  striking  out  so  much  of  it  as  re- 
ferred to  the  volumes  to  be  pnWshed  hermfter. 
He  thought  the  resolution  had  at  fint  be<ut 
adopted  in  rather  a  hasty  ud  proeipitate  man- 
ner. It  appeared,  however,  tut  on  the  futSi 
of  it  the  pulilishers  had  gone  on  to  print  an- 
other volume  of  debates.  He  did  not  wish 
that  they  should  be  losers,  and  he  was  willing 
to  go  as  far  as  tiie  volume  which  had  been 
printed.  But  he  was  twposed  to  granting  fifly 
or  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  to  ai^- 
body. 

Mr.  Etebbtt  stated,  that  when  the  original 
resolution  had  been  moved,  it  had  been  under- 
stood by  some  members  of  Oongress,  and  among 
them  a  very  disUngairfied  member,  now  in  tiie 
other  Houae^  as  amounting  to  a  standing  sub- 
scription for  this  work,  as  it  should  oome  out 
from  year  to  year.  There  had,  however,  been 
some  doubt  on  this  subject  on  the  part  of  the 
Committee  of  Accounts,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  last  volume  of  the  work  had  not 
been  taken,  and  remained  on  the  hands  of  the 
publishers,  Mr.  E.  observed  that  the  work 
was,  in  its  nature,  continuous.  The  debates  in 
the  House  proceeded;  and  if  it  was  proper 
that  a  record  of  them  should  be  preserved  at 
all,  the  record  ought  to  continue  with  tiie  de- 
bate. It  was  important  that  the  people  should 
have  in  opportunity  of  knowing  what  had 
passed  in  tlut  House,  and  that  they  should 
have  some  record  of  its  proceedings  to  turn  to. 
The  amount  oi  the  subscription  was  not  lorgc^ 
and  as  the  reaolution  had  beta  passed  alnmst 
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ananimoosly,  (man/  gentlemen  had  voted  in  ito 
&Tor,  whom  Mr.  £.  never  knew  to  vote  for  any 
other  of  the  kind.)  the  pabliahera  had  made 
preparation  to  so  farther,  and  had  printed  an- 
other Tolnme  at  their  work.  He  hinted  there 
woald  be  no  oljeotion  to  adopUng  Uie  reso- 
lution. 

Kr.  FoaTD  was  ^ad  that  the  present  resoln- 
tion  had  been  brought  forward.  Donbti^  it 
seemed,  had  been  felt  reapecting  the  ext«nt  and 
proper  constmction  of  the  original  resolution, 
and  that  now  offered  was  intended  to  remove 
all  doabt  on  the  sultJect  This  was  very  right. 
He  had  not  been  a  member  when  the  first  reso- 
lution passed,  bat  if  the  interpretation  of  gen- 
tlemen was  correct,  he  conld  not  but  think  that 
a  former  Ooiwress  had  gone  very  far  in  com- 
mitting this  GoTermnent  to  all  ages  for  the 
flopport  of  a  work  oi  thia  desoriptaon.  The 
fiuUL  ot  the  naUon  was  said  to  have  beoi 
pledged^and  the  House  committed  for  all  fatore 
time.  This  was  the  proper  occarion  for  the 
Honse  to  say  whether  it  so  understood  the 
resolation.  If  the  Babscription  was  to  be 
stopped,  now  was  the  time  to  stop  it.  The 
genUeman,  however,  had  observed  that  the 
resolution  bad  been  passed  almost  uUBoimouBly. 
Yes :  no  doubt  The  House  seldom  refused  to 
subscribe  for  any  publication,  be  it  what  it 
might,  which  was  intended  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  its  own  members.  If  a  work  was 
for  somebody  else,  they  would  otHi^er,  and 
might  pos^bly  have  scruples ;  but  If  it  was  for 
themsedvea,  aU  acroplea  were  at  an  end,  and  a 
motion  to  subscribe  would  pass  almost  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  PoLx  said  that,  on  learning  that  there 
had  been  some  doubt  as  to  the  proper  construc- 
tion to  be  given  to  the  resolution  originally 
passed,  he  had  requested  of  the  Clerk  to  see  the 
words  of  that  resolution,  and  on  reading  them, 
all  doubt  vanished.  There  was  no  room  on 
which  a  doubt  oould  rest.  [Here  Mr.  P.  read 
the  resolution,]  The  resolation  extended  to 
the  debates  of  two  sessions  only.  It  contained 
no  pledge,  nor  any  thing  like  a  plec^.  The 
questira  was  petfisctly  open,  and,  unless  some 
other  resolution  had  passed,  it  was  impossible 
that  the  pnbliahws  oould  have  supposed  that 
the  House  was  in  any  manner  bound.  Mr.  P. 
said  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  rosolutlou  oaght 
not  to  pass,  but  that,  if  it  did  pass,  the  amend- 
ment ought  first  to  be  adopted,  lie  concluded  . 
by  moving  to  lay  the  resolation  and  amead- 
ment  upon  the  table ;  but  withdrew  the  motion 
at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Adams,  who  observed,  that  with  respect 
to  the  original  resolation  he  had  nothing  to 
say,  as  he  had  not  then  been  a  member  of  the 
House.  He  was,  however,  extremely  glad  that 
Buoli  a  resolution  did  pass.  From  the  lan- 
guage of  the  resolution,  it  certainly  appeared 
to  him  to  contain  no  pledge  for  any  future  sub- 
scription. Bnt  he  wished  that  the  present  reso- 
lution might  pass  upon  its  own  merits.  It  was 
fit  and  proper  that  members  of  the  House 


[Jun,  18S1 

should  have  an  opportunity  to  know  what  had 
been  done  heretofore.  He  beUeved  that  ^ere 
was  scarcely  a  member  of  the  House  who  had 
not,  on  the  oooaritnittf  the  debate  vhldi  at  tUs 
time  ooonineB  the  House,  and  whicb  bo  decfdy 
Mutates  the  natiim,  reonrred  to  this  reccvd  of 
the  framer  discuariCTS  in  Congress  on  the  aame 
subject,  particularly  those  on  the  tariff  at  IBBS. 
Thu  work  may  be  oonddered  as  the  beet,  if  not 
as  the  only  parliamentary,  or  rather  oongres- 
Nonal  history  of  this  Union ;  for,  in  time  o( 
peace  at  least,  the  record  of  the  proceedings  in 
the  two  Houses  of  Oongress  is  in  a  gr^  d^[i^ 
the  history  of  the  nation.  In  Great  Britun,  a 
recent  publication  of  the  pariiamentarr  debates 
form^  a  work  occupying  nearly  two  fanndred 
volumes,  each  as  large  as  those  of  the  work 
now  in  qoestiwi.  In  Great  Britain,  whose  peo- 
ple were  sometimes  aoeused  here  of  not  feuiitt 
the  same  powoital  intereet  in  tbe  oonoerns  m 
th^  Government  which  we  did,  so  modi  in- 
terest was  excited  by  this  work,  that  the  pub- 
Ucation  sustuned  itself  although  documents  of 
a  similar  kind  were  now  in  a  course  of  publi- 
cation, under  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  and 
at  the  expense  of  the  nation.  Of  the  magni- 
tude, and  extent,  and  expendveneas  of  thia 
publication,  any  member  of  the  Honse  might 
form  an  idea  by  vitdting  our  own  library,  to 
which  he  believed,  by  the  liberali^  of  the 
printer  of  the  compilation  itseli^  a  present  of  a 
complete  set  of  it  had  very  recently  been  made. 

Sorely,  if  there  waa  any  thing  in  wUoh  the 
example  of  England,  and  the  exaoqde  of  the 
Britash  Parliament,  ahonld  him  wcnght  with 
OS,  it  was  this.  The  pubHcation  referred  to  in 
the  present  resolution  was  tme  of  the  same 
kind  with  of  the  parliamentary  debates ; 
but  without  the  aid  of  this  House,  it  must 
The  puUication  would  continue,  if  the  eoontry 
was  to  continue  with  its  present  Govemmaat, 
as  he  trOsted  in  God  it  would,  and  then,  here- 
after, these  very  volumes  would  be  looked  back 
to  by  posterity  as  a  record  of  the  acta  and  <^in- 
ions  of  that  House.  He  hoped  that  any  sum 
of  money  that  might  be  required  to  seeore  sooh 
an  object  would  not  be  looked  to  as  «  reaaoD 
for  r^eotiog  it.  He  hoped  gentlemen  wmdd 
rather  lo6k  to  tiieir  posterity,  and  provide  the 
means  which  should  enaUe  them  to  learn  wliat 
their  forefi^ers  bad  said  and  done.  The  work 
was  important  as  an  aid  to  the  history  oi  the 
country.  Mnoh  of  the  national  history  mos^ 
of  course,  depend  m  what  pasaed  m  that 
House. 

What  is  the  meaning,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  that 
beautiful  marble  statue  over  your  clock  (point- 
ing at  the  statue)  at  the  entrance  of  this  HalL 
Sir,  it  is  the  Muse  of  History  in  her  car,  look- 
ing down  upon  the  members  this  House,  and 
reminding  them  that,  as  t^e  hour  passes  me  is 
in  ^e  attitude  (tf  near^ag  whatever  tb^y  aay 
and  do  upon  this  floor:  an  admonition  well 
worthy  of  being  remembered.  The  repOTtoe 
at  the  ucUs,  in  the  rear  of  your  chair,  aro  the 
scribes  of  that  Mnse  of  ffistory ;  and  this  pnb- 
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licaUon,  for  which  the  resc^ation  iMfore  70a 
prt^oses  a  sahBOTiption,  ib  the  real,  I  might  say 
the  living  record  of  that  historic  Mose.  The 
pnhlioation  is  well  known  to  be  the  best  and 
most  accnrate  report  existing  of  the  debates  in 
Congress  ;  and  so  long  as  it  shall  be  continned, 
and,  especially,  so  well  execnted  as  it  has  been 
hitherto,  I  most  eamestlT  hope  that  the  sub- 
scriptoon  for  the  TolnmuL  as  wej  saooeed  each 
other,  will  not  be  refbaea 

Ur.  Qvasar  said,  that  if  the  qnestion  to  be 
BettM  had  been  Wnether  the  atate  of  knowl- 
edge in  the  country  should  be  improTed,  and 
whether  the  nation  shonld  have  the  means  of 
knowing  what  passed  in  that  House,  he  should 
ohewfUDy  agree  to  the  resolution.   But  the 

Saestion  was,  whether  Congress  shonld  have 
le  power  to  tax  the  people  of  this  coantry, 
and  appropriate  their  money  to  bay  books  for 
themselTes  to  read.  And  he  solemnly  protest- 
ed agunst  their  having  any  snch  power  in  re- 
spect to  his  oonstitaents  for  any  saoh  purpose. 
The  practice  had  been  carried  to  a  considerable 
extent  daring  the  present  sesnon,  and  the  evil 
beg^  now  to  be  looked  opon  by  the  people,  as 
It  oiigfat  to  be  looked  upon,  with  hraror  ud 
disgust  There  was  not  an  individnal  in  the 
Hoase  who  would  go  to  a  greater  extent  with 
a  view  to  enlighten  the  people  of  this  country 
than  he  wool^  bat  he  called  npon  the  House 
to  look  at  the  precedent  they  were  setting. 
They  were  appropriating  tihe  money  of  the 
yeomanry  of  this  land  to  boy  books  for  them- 
selves to  read  I  and,  not  content  with  this,  they 
were  binding  Congress  to  do  the  same  thing  in 
all  future  times.  He  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
man &om  Tennessee  in  the  excellent  sentiment 
he  had  expressed,  and  he  renewed  the  motion 
of  Hut  gentleman  to  lay  the  resolntacai  and 
amendment  npon  the  tatde.  .  On  which  motion 
he  a^ed  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  withdrew  the 
moti(Hi,  however,  to  oblige 

Mr.  SuTHERLAim,  who  said  he  was  in  favor 
of  these  books — [Here  Mr.  Spbioht,  speaking 
aaroBS,  aud,  "Buy  them"] — and  he  was  in 
fkvor  of  baying  them,  and,  therefore,  he  was 
in  fovor  of  the  resolution.  This  qnestion  had 
been  discussed  when  Mr.  B.  had  first  oome  into 
Congress.  Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
in  the  House  at  that  time,  and  strongly  advo- 
cated the  measure.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  Polk)  opposed,  and  he  (Mr.  StrmsB- 
jjism)  defended  ue  resolution.  The  reasons  he 
had  ^ven  at  that  time ;  he  thonght  them  suffi- 
cient then,  and  he  thought  them  sofficiait  now. 
Inasmnoh  as  some  gentlemen  would  not  buy 
the  books  and  take  mem  home,  and  show  them 
to  their  constituents,  to  inform  them  of  the 
state  of  public  affairs,  some  means  should  be 
adopted  of  having  them  sent  How  else  would 
they  find  their  way  into  the  distant  parts  of 
the  coantry  t  Who  would  buy  these  oooks  to 
carry  them  out  into  Arkansas?  The  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  he  would  ventore  to 
say,  had  not  carried  them  into  his  part  of  the 
coantry. 

Vou  XL— 47 


[H.  OF  B. 

[Mr.  Speight  made  some  explanation,  which 
was  not  heard,  but  it  was  believed  to  be  that 
he  did  not  take  the  books.] 

Mr.  S.  reanmed.  If  the  gentleman  had  not 
taken  the  books,  he  was  a  rare  exception  to  a 
general  rule;  for  he  had  long  observed  that, 
in  all  these  cases,  however  zeuously  gentlemen 
might  oppose  such  a  resolution  as  this,  they 
iowt  the  books  notwltiistaoding.  Thus  they 
had  a  doable  advantsge:  they  got  both  the 
books  and  the  credit  of  reftamng  them.  Mr.  S. 
wished  to  see  them  sent  abroad,  and  placed  in 
the  libraries  of  the  country.  If,  on  arriving  at 
home,  any  gentleman's  conscience  should  re- 
buke him  for  having  taken  the  books,  aU  he 
would  have  to  do  would  be  to  pat  them  into  a 
pnblio  library,  and  let  the  people  have  the  ben- 
efit of  them.  This  was  the  very  thing  Mr.  S. 
desired,  and  he  was  the  more  desirous  of  it, 
because,  by  consulting  such  a  work,  they  would 
be  able  to  see  both  sides  of  every  disputed 
question.  A  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Clayton)  had  lately  told  the  Hoase  that  he 
was  manufhotnring  a  speech  which  he  intended 
to  puUish  and  distribute  at  the  Bonth,  and 
that  he  should  have  certain  doeoments  append- 
ed thereto.  Now,  ISr.  8.  wished  that  this  book 
shonld  also  go  to  the  Sonth,  with  certain  docu- 
ments appended  thereto.  He  was  for  sendlag 
the  argument  employed  in  the  present  debate, 
on  both  sides  of  the  question,  all  over  the 
Union,  Let  them  go  forth  side  by  side,  neck 
and  neck,  with  the  tariff-horae  a  little  ahead. 
The  geatleman  wanted,  very  much,  to  enlighten 
the  nation ;  let  him  send  this  book  abroad ;  let 
the  people  of  the  South  hear  what  those  of  the 
North  had  to  s^.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  let 
those '  in  the  North  hear  the  argoments  and 
complaints  of  their  Southern  brethren.  It  was 
a  great  question,  and  the  people  ought  to  un- 
derstand it  And  it  was  sud  that  the  Union 
was  ^  danger;  he  believed  no  snch  thing;  but 
he  wanted  the  people  to  hear  both  sides  of  the 
argument  Gentlemen  must  have  found  it  very 
convenient  to  have  books  to  refer  to.  If,  for 
instance,  they  wanted  to  consult  the  Bichmond 
Enquirer,  to  see  where  the  tariff  doctrine  com- 
menced, they  could  have  an  opportunity  of 
doing  it.  The  copy  which  he  had  coosutted  for 
that  purpose,  and  out  of  which  he  had  read 
such  interesting  extracts,  was,  however,  .the 
only  complete  file  of  that  paper  to  be  found. 
It  had  been  preserved  by  i(r.  Jefferson,  and 
bat  for  that  the  House  n^ht  have  lost  the 
whole  of  what  he  had  read  to  them.  But  had 
a  B^dster  of  Debates  been  at  that  time  pnb- 
li^ed,  what  a  Hood  of  light  would  it  have 
poured  upon  the  whole  subject  I  Such  a  record 
tended  to  preserve  the  purity  uid  consistency 
of  legislation.  What  was  it,  for  example,  that 
kept  the  judiciary  of  this  country  so  pure,  and 
in  snch  high  esteem  ?  It  was  the  pablication 
of  their  decisions.  The  court,  then,  could  not 
leave  the  ground  it  had  onco  taken,  without 
having  its  previous  decisions  held  up  before  its 
face.  This,  rendered  the  court  cautious,  and 
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obliged  it  to  be  oooditent  The  porit  j  of  thnt 
tribonal  depended  more  npon  the  publicatioa 
of  its  dednons  thaa  any  tluDg  dee.  The  same 
principle  woold  opwate  here,  and,  be  fbllowed 
hj  the  same  Gonseqaenoea. 

Mr.  TuoMFSoir,  of  Georfpa,  renewed  the  mo- 
tion to  la^  the  rMolation  upon  the  table.  On 
which  motion  Mr.  Etxbbit  demanded  the  yeaa 
and  naya. 

The  qnestion  was  taken,  aocordinglj,  by  yeas 
vid  nays,  and  stood  as  follows :  Yeas  65, 
n^  106. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Kr.  EmRx  had  no  wish  that  the  House 
should  do  anj  thing  which  might  be  conndered 
as  binding  it  to  take  this  work  in  all  Aitnre 
timeu  and  if  the  amendment  proposed  hj  the 
^nueman  from  Oeorgia  shoiud,  as  he  trusted 
it  would,  be  r^ected,  he  should  then  offer  an 
amendment  adding  the  words,  till  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  House."  This  would  leave  the 
House  an  opportuni^  <tf  stof^g  its  sabsciip* 
tion  at  pleasure. 

Mr.  Polk  siud  tJiat  the  adoption  of  sndi  an 
amendment  would  have  no  effieot  to  alter  the 
case,  the  House  ndght  at  all  times  withdraw  its 
subaoription :  bnt  If  gentlemen  held  that,  be- 
oaiue  tM  publiahen  had  put  fhemselTes  to  ex- 
pense In  advance  of  any  action  d  tiie  House, 
the  House  was  bound  to  take  the  book,  it  was 
manifest  that  the  publishers  could  oontinae  the 
obligation  as  long  as  they  pleased.  The  proper 
course  would  be  that  indicated  by  the  gentle- 
man £rom  Geoi^o,  to  strike  oat  ^e  last  part 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HoDurm  said  that  it  was  he  who  had 
introduced  the  original  resolution  for  a  sub- 
scription to  this  work.  He  believed  the  work 
to  be  a  very  valuable  one,  and  he  was  very  sure 
the  publishers  would  not  and  could  not  under- 
take it  without  the  sapport  of  Oongress.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas> 
Bodiusetts  (ISt.  Evxmen)  wouM  conaent  to  tibe 
amendm«iL  He  thought  it  woidd  be  bettor 
that  the  publishers  should  rely  on  the  discre- 
tion and  liberality  of  fhtnre  Congresses,  than 
that  tlie  House  should  enter  into  an  obligation 
which  had  no  respect  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  proposed  should  be  executed.  He 
thought  they  might  with  great  confidence  rely 
on  future  Oongresses  to  continue  the  support  of 
the  book,  if  it  should  continue  to  be  executed 
as  well  as  it  had  been  hitherto.  A  proof  of 
which  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the 
original  resolution  had  been  introdnoedj  and 
adopted  by  so  large  a  m(i\{ori^,  in  a  period  of 
the  very  highest  political  excitement,  when 
parties  ran  as  hi^  as  theiy  wer  had  dime  once 
we  were  a  nation. 

Mr.  Ellswobth  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  prevail,  with  the  modification  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Evsn- 
■TT ;)  the  House  would  have  the  matter  within 
its  control.  The  ol^eot  was  not  that  individual 
members  might  get  these  books.  The  gentle- 


[Jox^  18Sa. 

man  from  North  Carolina  had  not  been  comet 
in  the  view  he  had  token ;  the  olt)ect  was  that 
the  nation  at  la^  might  have  the  benefit. 
The  people  never  would  gat  these  books  in  any 
other  mode ;  nor  could  they  be  better  dissemi- 
nated than  by  being  placed  in  every  Oongres- 
sional  district  in  the  UnicHi.  If  the  Honse  was 
satisfied  that  the  work  was  vsJnable,  (and  none 
denied  that  it  was,)  the  bettor  mode  woold  be 
to  give  the  pubUwers  some  assurance  to  go 
upon.  The  subject  woold  still  bo  within  the 
control  of  the  Honse ;  and  should  the  book  be 
badly  executed,  they  need  not  take  it. 

Mr.  Ibtih  8^d  he  had  no  olfjectlon  to  vote 
for  the  snbscripUon,  bat  he  must  object  to 
pledging  the  House  to  take  whatever  the  coan- 
pUers  of  tiiis  book  might  choose  to  pot  ^to 
type.  He  should  prefer  to  let  a  committee  ex- 
amine the  book,  and  pass  on  its  merita. 
therefore  moved  to  stiue  out  tihe  latter  danae. 

[Mr.  I.  had  not  heard  the  motion  of  Jtr. 
Foster.] 

Mr.  Bpeiqht  further  innsted  on  his  oppoA- 
tion  to  the  resolution.  If  there  was  a  propom- 
tion  to  grant  to  each  member  of  the  House  a 
bonus  of  $1,000,  would  any  gentleman  be  fonnd 
to  vote  for  it  ?  This  was  a  motion  to  aj^c^- 
ato  money  to  buy  a  book  for  thnr  own  use ; 
where  was  the  d^erenceT  He  0(mtended  Ibr 
principle ;  but  to  contend  for  principle  in  these 
times,  seemed  like  rowing  against  wind  and 
tide.  He  was  glad  to  perceive,  however,  that 
nothing  like  a  spirit  of  party  actuated  gentle- 
men on  this  occasion.  As  to  carrying  the  bocd: 
to  spread  information  in  th^  districts,  it  mi|^t 
do  very  well  for  the  gentleman  from  FhUadel- 

Ehis  (Mr.  Suthxeland)  to  talk  of  that ;  bat 
ow  would  it  apply  in  his  district,  and  that  of 
his  coUeagae  over  the  way,  (Ur.  Gaxson.) 
whose  districts  were  of  much  larger  extent! 
Placing  the  book  in  their  libraries  wonld  con- 
vey no  informaUon  to  the  peqile.  He  iftng^jwi 
that  the  House  hod  no  ocinsatntional  light  to 
pass  any  sach  resolntaon;  bat,  if  they  wwe  de- 
termined to  proceed,  let  them  do  so. 

Mr.  Cruo  proposed  to  limit  the  snbsoiption 
to  the  fourth  and  fifth  vtdumes  of  the  wotk. 
This  wonld  be  ^ing  far  enough  into  the  fntorc^ 
and  would  obviato  the  objection  of  the  raitle- 
man  from  Georg^  (Mr.  Tosteb,}  whiiHi  was 
not  without  force.  As  to  the  parallel  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Korth  Carolina,  it  did 
not  ^p^.  It  would  be  mean  and  base,  indeed, 
to  vote  a  bonus  of  money  into  their  pockets ; 
but  it  was  wholly  another  matter  to  vote  money 
for  the  means  of  transmitting  our  nationid  his- 
tory to  posterity.  Did  the  gentleman  siqppoBe 
it  was  tba  object  of  those  who  voted  m  the 
resolution  to  enla^  th^  fortnne  hj  Hw  im- 
portant sum  of  five  dollarsl  He  trusted  Omj 
all  had  higher  motives. 

Mr.  Dunn,  coincided  in  opinion  wiOt  the 
gentleman  who  had  just  spoken ;  bnt  he  never 
could  vote  for  a  resolution  of  this  kind.  The 
gentieman's  ai|;ament  was  very  good ;  bnt  he 
thought  the  dissemination  of  the  laws  was  of 
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more  importance  than  disaeminatang  gentle- 
men's speeches.  However,  aa  the  genUeman 
from  YiiviidA  spoke  very  often,  he  supposed  he 
would  like  to  see  his  own  speeches  pnt  npon 
record ;  bnt  when  a  proposition  was  broagbt 
forward  to  pJ&tsQ  a  copy  of  the  laws  in  every 
clerk's  office  in  the  country,  the  gentleman  was 
opposed  to  it.  He  woold  vote  a  book  for  his 
own  library,  bnt  when  a  book  was  to  be  sent 
to  his  constitnents,  that  he  was  opposed  to. 
He  treated  the  argument  of  the  ^ntleman  from 
North  Carolina  about  money,  with  contempt. 

[Mr.  Cbaiq  here  interposed.  It  was  not  true 
that  he  had  treated  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  with  contempt ;  he  had  no  such 
thought.  Kr.  SpKiaHT  said  it  was  no  matter ; 
he  soonld  take  care  of  that] 

lb.  D,  resumed.  He  had  not  s^d  the  gen- 
tleman treated  any  one  with  contempt.  As  to 
treating  tiie  gentieman  from  North  Carolina 
with  contempt,  it  was  impossible ;  the  two  gen- 
tlemen were  too  good  fHends  for  that ;  and  be- 
sides, they  seemed  to  have  taken  the  Hoose 
joinUy  into  their  care.  None,  surely,  would 
venture  to  treat  either  of  them  with  contempt ; 
it  was  ont  of  the  question.  As  to  the  honor- 
able gentieman  from  North  Carolina,  he  had 
told  the  House  that  he  did  not  carry  these 
books  home. 

[Kr.  Spkioht  aaiA.  he  had  not] 

So  we  are  to  soppose  that  he  did  not  take  his 
books. 

[Kr.  Spkioht  sud  he  had  not  taken  them 
into  his  district ;  they  were  in  this  city.] 

Oho  1  This  is  news,  indeed.  Bo  the  gentie- 
man was  not  against  taking  the  books,  bnt  only 
against  carrying  them  to  his  constituents.  A 
very  extraordinary  distinction,  indeed ;  much 
]jke  the  difference  between  "  Come  out  here, 
McCarty,"  and  "  McCarty,  come  ont  here." 
Mr.  D.  aexA  he  liked  to  see  consistency.  He 
did  not  charge  the  gentieman  firoro  North  Car- 
olina with  inconsistency  in  his  votes,  for  he  had 
always  voted  agunst  every  proposition  of  this 
kind ;  the  gentleman  was  for  keeping  out  every 
thing  that  was  to  enUghten  his  constituents. 
The  ffentlemtta*s  dii^ot  was  so  lai^  that  he 
tiioiwit  information  conld  not  get  to  them. 
Hr.  D.  had  been  uniformly  agiunst  voting  books 
for  themselves ;  bnt  when  information  was  to 
be  provided  for  the  people,  that  he  was  In  favor 
of.  If  the  ^ropodtion  was  to  pnt  this  Register 
of  Debates  m  every  clerk's  office  in  the  conn- 
try,  he  would  vote  for  it ;  on  tiie  same  princi- 
ple, he  would  place  there  a  copy  of  the  laws. 
It  was  as  necessary  for  the  people  to  know  the 
Totee  of  gentiemen,  as  to  know  their  speeches. 
But  it  often  happened  that  the  votes  of  gentie- 
men did  not  tally  with  their  speeches.  Thus 
the  worthy  gentleman  from  Yii^ia  (Mr. 
Gbjjq)  made  a  speech  in  favor  of  giving  all 
information  to  the  people ;  yet,  when  a  propo- 
rtion was  made  to  furnish  them  with  the  laws, 
he  voted  against  it.  The  gentieman's  speech 
looked  one  wi^,  and  his  vote  another.  Mr.  D. 
oondoded  by  storing  he  was  now  ready  to  hear 


what  the  gentieman  from  N<n1h  (^rolina  had 
to  say. 

Mr.  Spsiasr  he  had  nothing  to  say. 
The  gentleman  had  acknowledged  that  Ms 
course  had  been  consistent.  He  had  not  voted 
for  printing  a  new  edition  of  the  laws,  because 
be  was  of  opinion  that  the  coontry  had  already 
a  sufficient  supply.  He  believed  all  the  Hoose 
understood  the  meaning  of  what  he  had  said. 
As  to  contempt,  he  bad  meant  none ;  but  if  the 
gentieman  &om  Virfpnia  thooght  that  any 
thing  of  that  nature  appiUed  to  hinif  he  was  at 
liberty  to  take  it. 

Mr.  Everett  said  he  wished  to  amend  the 
amendment,  so  as  to  meet  the  suf^ration 
thrown  ont  by  the  gentieman  from  Yirgmia,  so 
as  to  extend  ue  saraoription  of  the  Hoose  only 
to  the  next  volume  of  the  Debates.  Perhi^ 
the  gentieman  from  Georgia  would  accept  it  aa 
'a  modification. 

Mr.  FoBTBB  sud  he  could  not  do  so.  No 
construction  of  the  constitution  would  anthor- 
ize  snch  an  application  of  the  pubHo  money. 
A  gentleman  hod  said  that  the  publishers  hod 
gone  to  the  North  to  get  type  for  printing  this 
workj  and  therefore  uie  House  was  bound  to 
take  it  He  could  not  subscribe  to  such  doc- 
trine. If  this  work  was  so  very  important,  let 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  advertise  for  proposals 
to  publish  it  Mr.  F.  referred  to  a  former  pe- 
riod, when  the  House  had  been  so  soropnlous 
with  respect  to  this  class  of  expenditnres,  that 
it  had  inserted  in  the  ^proi>riiUion  bill  a  pro- 
viso, restraining  the  application  of  the  contin- 
gent fund ;  but  now  it  seemed  they  had  forgot- 
ten all  their  scruples.  One  work  after  another 
was  to  be  subsmbed  for,  and  the  money  was 
all  to  come  out  of  the  contingent  fund.  They 
had  ordered  work  after  work  fbr  their  own 
personal  use.  He  was  against  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  Dejlsboen  said  it  be^an  to  be  considered 
so  important  to  disseminate  mformation  through 
the  country,  that  gentiemen  opposed  to  this 
practice  com^ained  the  practice  was  inoreadng 
dfuly.  Hr.  D,  considered  this  as  a  fovoraUe 
omen.  What  had  tlw  American  Congress  yet 
done  for  science  and  the  arts?  Where  were 
tbe  libraries  or  great  public  institntions  it  had 
endowed  or  established  ?  Had  we  not  still  to 
depend  on  fordgn  literature}  What  subject 
could  be  discussed,  but  we  had  to  go  to  foreign 
libraries  for  what  we  needed!  There  ware 
more  books  in  a  single  library  in  Paris,  than 
could  be  collected  in  the  whole  United  States ; 
yet  gentiemen  objected  to  subscribing  for  this 
one  valuable  book — a  book  immediately  con- 
nected with  their  own  proceedings  and  the  his- 
tory of  the  oonntry.  ite.  D.  waa^  however, 
coimrmed  in  the  belief  that  the  work  would  be 
encouraged,  and  that  the  House  would  take 
measures  to  transmit  to  post^ity  some  correct 
knowledge,  not  only  of  its  acts,  but  of  tiie 
grounds  of  them ;  so  that  th^  children  and 
desoendaats  might  examine  them,  and,  where 
they  had  erred,  might  correct  the  emnr. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


740 


ABRIDOHINT  OF  THE 


a  or 

The  quution  vaspnt  on  Mr.  Foaris^a  amend- 
ment and  decided  hy — yeu  106,  nayt  68.  So 
the  imendment  waa  agreed  to. 

Ht.  Etrbrt  moTed  to  amend  the  resolation, 
by  adding  tiie  worda,  "  and  to  the  next  anc- 
ceedinffTolame ;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Danikl  denied  that  there  was  a  com- 

Elete  copy  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to 
e  foand  in  any  clerk's  office  in  Loaisiana  or 
Alabama,  and  scarcely  one  in  any  otiier  part  of 
the  Union.  He  woald  ventare  to  say  that  even 
in  Virginia,  and  the  gentleman^a  own  district, 
no  snch  thing  conid  be  produced.  Taking  the 
gentleman,  uierefore,  npon  lus  own  principles, 
Be  was  perfectly  InoonsUtent. 

The  qneaUon  was  pot  on  agraeiog  to  the 
reaolntifm  aB'ameiided,  and  carried  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 
The  Honae  a^onnied. 


ToaDAT,  June  10. 

i)aa(A  ^  Jfr.  /oftniton  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  BouLDiN,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  said  that 
ft  was  his  melancholy  task  to  announce  to  the 
Honse  the  death  of  one  of  its  members,  Mr. 
Ceabucs  0.  JoHHSTON,  his  colleague,  who  de- 
parted this  life  (as  it  was  aald)  on  Snnday  last 
In  oommnnlcating  this  fact  to  the  Honse.  none 
who  had  known  the'deeeased,  and  had  been 
aoqnainted  with  the  terms  on  which  Mr.  B. 
stood  with  him,  need  to  be  told  how  deeply  the 
loss  was  deplored  by  him.  He  had  known  Mr. 
J.  when  he  was  a  yonth,  and  had  witnessed  the 
promise  of  all  those  thlnos  to  come  on  which  a 
parentis  heart  dwelt  wiui  snch  fond  hope  and 
anticipation.  Mr.  J.'s  after-life  had  filled  the 
picture  which  seemed  then  to  be  portrayed  in 
the  had  and  in  promise.  Could  Mr.  B.  present 
to  the  Hoose  tnat  image  which  each  member 
of  that  little  band  among  whom  he  dwelt  bad 
cherished  of  him  in  hia  bosom,  the  ezhibitim 
woold  show  a  union  of  all  tiie  social  rirtaes  in 
their  most  eminent  degree.  Of  that  little  band 
Mr.  J,  had  been  the  idol,  and  he  had  deserred 
to  be  so.  He  promised  talents  and  virtnes  fit- 
ting him  to  do  much  good  to  that  conntry 
which  no  man  in  it  loved  more  purely  or  more 
warmly  than  he  loved  it.  He  was  Jnst  coming 
forth  to  comply  with  all  the  promise  which  his 
parents  (now  no  more)  had  indulged  respecting 
him,  when  he  was  thus  suddenly  cut  off.  He 
had  left  2  children,  who  had  now  no  parent ; 
but  no  man  who  had  known  the  father  they 
had  lost,  conld  or  would  do  aught  but  kindness 
to  the  diildren  he  had  left  bwlnd  him.  Mr. 
B.  said  he  came  to  tell  the  tale  of  sorrow  ^  a 
deplorable  t^  moat  deeply  deplored  by  him. 
Mr.  J.  had  been  to  him  a  friend  "meet  for 
him  "  in  aU  particnlars.  He  had  been  so  to  all 
the  little  mess  with  whom  he  associated — of 
whom  there  was  not  one  but  felt  as  he  did,  and 
AS  he  believed  that  every  one  must  feel  who 
knew  any  thing  of  the  friend  whom  they  had 
lost  Mr.  B,  then  offered  resoliitions^ 


[Jmn,  1881. 

For  attending  the  ftmeral  at  4  o^dodt  in  the 
afternoon; 

For  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  during  the 
reeidne  of  the  sesrion ; 

For  a  committee  to  saperintend  the  funeral ; 
and 

For  a  meesage  announdng  the  event  to  the 
Sraate. 
The  House  then  actJonmed. 


WumsfiAT,  June  90. 

Ariatic  Cholera. 

ib,  HowuD  stated  that  in  conseonaice  <d 
the  information  which  had  been  made  puUle 
of  tiie  existence  of  a  oonta^ons  disease  in  the 
British  territory  bordering  on  the  United  States, 
be  was  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce to  report  a  joint  resolution,  for  takinv 
steps  to  check  the  progress  of  the  disease,  and 
which  he  meant  to  ask  the  Honse,  from  its  im- 
portance generally  to  the  pnbliCjto  have  now 
passed  throngh  alt  its  stages.  The  resolution 
which  he  tulmiitted  was  as  follows : 

"  Rttolved  by  tht  Senate  and  Soute  of  Rtprutnla- 
HveM,  dre.  That  the  sum  of  $S0,000  be,  and  the  suae 
is  hereby,  ^ipiopriated,  out  of  any  money  not 
otherwise  imtn^wed,  and  placed  at  the  dincretioa 
ot  the  Preiident  the  United  Sutes,  to  be  ex- 
pended nnder  his  authority  in  endeaToriug.  to  pre- 
serve the  people  of  tlUs  country  from  the  i»«va)uice 
of  the  disease  kmnrn  by  the  name  of  Asuuie  Chole- 
ra, now  raging  in  Oanads." 

Mr.  HowASD  moved  that  the  mie  shonld  be 
suspended  in  order  to  take  np  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  that  it  then  might  have  its  second 
reading. 

The  motitm  to  SBq>end  the  mle  was  r^ect- 
ed— yeas  09,  nitys  63.  (It  required  two-thirda.) 


Tbubbdat,  Jane  SI. 
Tk*€M»n, 

The  joint  resolution  moved  yesterday  by  Vr. 
HowABD,  to  a[^ropriate  fifty  thousand  dollars 
to  prevent  the  advance  of  the  cholera  into  the 
United  States,  was  taken  np.  The  question 
being  on  its  second  reading, 

Mr.  HowABD  addressed  the  committee  at 
length  in  support  of  it,  w^Ting  the  constitu- 
tional question,  and  insisting  that  Hie  people 
on  the  frontiers,  in  whose  exertions  to  [H^vent 
the  introduction  of  this  pestilence  the  whole 
conntry  was  interested,  ought  not  to  be  left  to 
support  mtidded  the  expense  they  must  aeem- 
sarily  incur  in  carrying  their  arrangements  into 
effect 

ISx.  Hall,  of  NorOi  OaroBna,  oonsidered  tiie 
resolation  unconstitntitmal,  and  opposed  it  aa 
unnecessary,  since  the  municipal  lavs  and  qw- 
antine  relations  of  the  States  were  fblly  ad 
eqnate,  without  any  l^slatlon  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Ibtxet  inMsted  that  the  resolnticm  was 
within  the  oonatitntifflii,  and  remonstrated  vidt 
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warmth  against  lining  the  whole  burden  of 
preventlTe  measnres  on  those  who  inhabited 
the&ontier. 

Ifr.  Polk  opposed  the  resolation  as  useless 
as  well  88  nnoonstitational.  The  President 
mnst  necessarily  act  on  local  information,  and 
the  whole  subject  onght  to  be  left  to  local  and 
State  le^slation.  He  moved  to  laj  the  resola- 
tion on  the  table ;  on  which  motion 

Kr.  Ibtih  demanded  the  yeas  and  najs;  but, 
before  thej  were  taken,  the  Honse,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Ma.bon,  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  the  bill  to  liqnidate  certain  Virginia 
clainu; 


Wbdhssdat,  Jnne  37. 
The  Tariff. 

The  question  recurrinc  on  the  following 
amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Adaus,  viz :  To 
increase  the  duty  in  the  bill  on  mite,  gloves, 
bindings,  blankets,  hosiery,  and  carpets  and 
carpeting,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  per 
cei^  ad  valorem.  To  increase  the  duty  on 
Brussels  carpeting  from  fifty  cents  the  sqoare 
yard  to  sixty-three :  to  reduce  the  duty  on  in- 
grain carpe&ng  from  forty-five  by  striking  oat 
the  word  "  fivoj"  to  forty,  and  to  include  la 
the  same  provision  with  the  ingrwi  the  Yene- 
tdui  carpeting,  whicSi  was  rated  at  twenty-two 
and  a  half  cents  the  square  yard, 

Mr.  Adasis  sud  that  his  object  in  proposing 
these  amendments  was  to  moke  the  bill  coosist- 
eot  with  itself  and  thereby  to  ^ve  to  the 
mannfaotnrer  of  woollens  a  corresponding  pro- 
tection to  that  which  was  already  secured  by 
the  House  to  the  grower  of  the  raw  materiu. 
He  deemed  these  amendments  of  extreme  im- 
portance ;  and  if  they  were,  as  he  trusted  they 
would  be,  adopted,  from  what  had  passed  in 
debate  on  the  bill  for  the  last  three  days,  he 
ms  induced  to  have  great  hopes  that  the  bill 
would  be  in  such  a  shape  that  the  muority 
would  he  fbnnd  in  the  Honse  who  womd  be 
deddedly  in  &tot  of  sending  it  perfected  to  the 
Senate.  He  had  great  hopes  uiat  this  would 
be  the  oa»e,  because  it  appeared,  by  varions  de- 
cisions within  these  three  days  passed,  that 
there  were  in  the  House  at  least  one  hundred 
members  who  proved  by  their  .conduct  and  by 
their  votes  that  they  were  sincerely  and  ear- 
nestly desirous  for  tiie  passage  of  the  bill — a 
bill  which,  when  passed,  would  in  operation 
relieve  the  people  of  this  country  from  full  six 
to  eight,  or  possibly  ten  millions  of  dollars  an- 
nual&  levied  on  them  for  taxes.  It  was  a  mat- 
ter of  great  BotiBfiustioa  to  him  to  have  to  ob- 
serre  tn&t  whilst  there  was  snoh  a  number  so 
disposed  to  aot,  they  were  eqaaUy  determined 
that  the  remisdon  of  this  taxation  should  be 
done  without  imp^ring  the  great  principle  for 
which  he  had  contended,  of  protection  to  the 
industry  of  this  country.  He  felt  no  doubt, 
therefore,  while  that  number  were  true  to  their 
prinoiplea,  that  they  would  be  able  to  send  the 
oiU,  and  very  shortly  too,  to  the  Senate;  and 


[H.  orB. 

thongh  it  might  not  be  the  best  possible  that 
could  he  framed,  for  he  did  not  mink  it  was 
the  best,  but  rather  thought  it  might  be  made 
much  more  beneficial,  yet,  if  the  amendments  he 
had  proposed  should  be  adopted,  he  was  prepared 
to  state  then  that  he.  for  one,  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Spbiqht  said  he  bad  not,  hitherto,  taken 
any  part  in  the  discussion  on  the  general  sub- 
ject involved  in  this  bill ;  nor  did  he  wish  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  now  in  doing  so, 
rather  wishing  to  have  it  brought  to  as  speedy 
a  termination  as  possible.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, refrain  from  oi}Berving  that  he  looked  on 
the  amendments  now  presented  to  the  House 
by  the  honorable  gentlemui  tnm  Maasaohn- 
setts  as  testing  the  great  principle  maintuned 
tiironghout  the  entire  bill,  and  to  wbidi,  apart 
from  his  objections  to  it  on  the  score  of  its  un- 
constitutionality, he  was  decidedly  opposed — 
he  meant  its  unequd  operation  upon  the  poor 
and  upon  the  rich.  Every  candid  man  would 
acknowledge  that  it  grinds  down  the  laboring 
classes,  and  to  those  persons  in  the  humbler 
walks  of  life  gives  no  relief  whatever.  Would 
not,  he  asked,  its  efiects  be  most  felt  by  tiiem  ? 
He  instanced  the  provision  made  as  to  the  duty 
on  blankets,  which,  more  than  moat  others, 
would  bear  hard,  particularly  hard  on  those  of 
his  oonstituents  who  earned  their  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  their  brow.  Mr.  S.  argued  forcibly 
and  at  considerable  length  against  the  protec- 
tive system  generally,  and  its  ruinous  eflecto  on 
the  South,  and  said  it  could  not  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  House  but  for  a  combination, 
which  was  made  by  its  supporters,  who,  to  ef- 
fect their  object,  ^d  not  scruple  to  hold  out 
lures  that  they  would  include  m  the  operation 
of  their  system  many  articles  in  which  the 
States  happened  to  have  direct  interests.  Lou- 
isiana had  her  protection  oa  sugar;  Pennsyl- 
vania her  protection  on  iron ;  the  northern  and 
maritime  distriota  of  the  country  had  the  boon 
given  by  the  tmUi  seotion  to  shipping;  and 
thus,  and  thns  only,  were  they  able  to  nphold 
it;  and  this  all  at  tiie  expense  of  the  Sooth — at 
the  expense  particularly  of  the  a^oultnral  in- 
terest^ whom  they  would  not  deign  to  receive 
into  their  protection,  for  they  had  refused  to 
^ve  to  that  clasa  a  small  relief  when  bis  col- 
league (Mr.  Gxbson)  had  proposed  an  amend- 
ment^  which  went  to  give  them  only  a  verr 
small  share,  and  to  which  they  were  as  mudi 
and  as  justly  entitled  as  any  other  class  in  the 
community. 

Mr.  OAHBBBLEsra  moved  to  recon^der  the 
vote  of  yesterday,  concerning  the  allowance  to 
navigation.  He  had  ascertained  ttiat,  if  that 
proviMon  remaned  in  the  bill,  it  would  lose 
more  than  thirty  votes,  upon  oonstitntional 
grounds,  no  matter  what  form  the  bill  should 
ultimately  assume.  He  was  vrilling  to  assame 
any  responsibility  but  that  of  defeating  a  meaa* 
ure  so  important  to  the  harmony  of  the  Union. 
He  felt  it  to  be  his  imperative  duty  to  respect 
the  constitutional  obiections  of  those  who  were 
anxious  to  vote  tac  the  measorcL 
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Jii.  Ktaot  inquired  if  snoh  a  motion  could 
be  in  order,  there  having  been  already  a  rocon- 
nderation  on  the  same  rote. 

The  SraAEEB  replied  in  the  affirmataTe,  and 
the  qnestion  of  reoonnderation  was  put,  and 
carried  — yeas  97,  nays  91. 

Mr.  "White  moved  an  amendment,  in  snb- 
Btance,  to  strike  ont  of  the  tenth  section  the 
provisions  made  therein  for  drawbacks,  and  in- 
sert, in  lien  thereof^  that  there  be  paid  an 
amount  eqnal  to  three-fonrths  of  the  dnty  paid 
on  all  the  imported  hemp,  sail  dock,  iron,  and 
copper,  used  in  the  constniction  and  fitting  ont 
of  snips  omed  by  American  citizens,  and  snb- 
Jeot  to  sneh  fbrwer  regulations  as  should  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

EVEKmO  BI8U0N, 

Tbe  question  bei^g  on  striking  ont  the  tenth 
section  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Olay  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  thereon ;  which  being  taken,  stood — 
yeas  99,  nays  97.  So  the  tenth  section  was 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  YEBptATTOE  said  that  as  the  House  had 
]ast  stricken  cat  the  part  of  tbe  bill  which  beld 
out  a  protection  to  the  navigating  interest^  he 
considered  it  his  dnty,  as  some  compensation, 
to  propose  an  amendment  reinstating  the  daty 
on  duck  as  it  had  stood  under  the  act  <i 
*34.  He  therefore  moved  to  sMke  oat  after 
the  word  "  s«l  dnok "  the  words  "  ten  cents 
the  square  yard,"  and  insert  "  fifteen  per  erat 
ad  vuorem." 

Mr.  WiCEUFFE  said  a  few  words  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  amendment,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  which  stood — yeas  98,  nays  94. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Vbbplanok  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Boon  demanded  the  previons  question, 
hot  the  motion  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  Adams  repeated  the  motion  which  he 
had  made  last  evening,  a  deduon  on  which  had 
been  superseded  by  the  course  since  pursued, 
(of  whicu  he  compMned ;)  it  was  to  amend  the 
bill  in  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  woollens, 
and  which  ttiea  read  as  follows:  "On  mits, 
gloves,  binding,  blankets,  hosiery,  and  carpets 
and  carpeting,  twenty-five  per  cent.,  except 
Brussels  carpeting,  which  shall  be  at  filty  cents 
the  square  jarA,  ingrained  carpeting  at  forty- 
five  cents  the  square  yard,  and  Venetian  car- 
peting at  tweuty-two  and  a  half  cents  tbe  square 
yard ;  and  except  blankets,  the  value  whereof 
at  tiie  place  from  whence  exported  shall  not 
exceed  seventy-five  cents,  the  duty  to  be  levied 
upon  which  shall  be  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem ; 
on  flannels,  buzes,  coach  laces,  thirly-flve  per 
cent. ;  and  upon  all  other  manufactures  of  wool, 
or  of  which  wool  is  a  component  part,  and  on 
ready-made  clothing,  fifty  per  cent." 

So  as  to  read,  "  On  mits,  &c.,  except  Brus- 
sels  cfurpeting,  which  shall  be  at  sirty-three 
cents  the  square  yard  ;  ingrained  and  Venetian 
carpeting  at  forty  cents  the  square  yard ;  and 
except  blankets,  &c. ;  on  flannels  and  baizes, 
dxly  cents  the  square  yard ;  on  coaoh  laces. 


thiriy-flvo  pv  cent ;  and  npon  all  other 
nfiustores  of  wool,  or  of  wmdi  wotA  is  a  com- 
mment  part,  and  on  ready-made  dothinf,  thirty- 
five  per  cent" 

The  question  having  been  divided,  it  was  first 
put  on  striking  out  mty  cents^  aim  inserting 
sixty-three  cents  the  square  yard  on  Bma^ 
carpeting. 

Mr.  Aj>am8  observed  that  this  was  a  part  of 
the  same  system  of  equahzing  duties  which  had 
\jeecL  pursued  in  constructing  the  whole  biH 
The  duties  on  woollen  yam  having  been  rnsed, 
it  was  Just  that  the  duties  on  this  nMoes  of 
manufia^re  wbidi  was  made  from  nut  yini 
should  also  be  increased. 

Jb.  EixswoBTB  also  advocated  the  aiiKBd- 
ment,  and  referred  to  the  state  txf  this  bnaadi 
of  manu&ctore  as  it  existed  in  two  establiEb- 
ments  witbfn  his  own  district 

Mr.  OutBBxasa  said  that  the  biD  bad  re- 
duced the  duty  on  raw  wool,  such  as  was  used 
in  caipetiug,  to  almost  notiung ;  and  it  was  &ir 
that  the  duty  on  the  fabric  i£ould  be  redueed 
proportionably.  The  daty^  as  it  now  stood  k 
the  bill,  was  almost  probibitoiy ;  th«  aggre^ste 
protection  amounted  to  about  one  hnnared  tad 
twen^  per  cent ;  and  yet  tbe  mannfaetnTcn 
were  not  satisfied,  and  the  gentleman  frun 
Maasaohnsetts  now  wished  to  raiae  it  tfSl 
higher. 

Ur.  WATHOiraB  observed,  in  reply,  Uiat  b 
the  making  of  Bmssels  carpeting  none  of  the 
coarse  wool  to  which  the  genti«man^  reuiarii 
applied,  was  used ;  none  oat  fhe  finest  wvA 
entered  into  the  fabric. 

iSr.  MoBditfie  did  not  wish  the  House  to  aa 
without  further  light;  and  desired  to  be  ia- 
formed  from  some  practical  Bonroe  what  wss 
the  cost  of  Brussels,  ingrain,  and  Ven^aaa  e«- 
peting,  that  the  House  might  know  what  duly 
ad  vdorem  they  were  ask^  to  impose. 

Hr.  Inokimoil  replied  that  the  cost,  ia 
Prance,  of  Brussels  carpeting  was  one  hundred 
and  twenty-six  cents  the  sqaare  yard ;  and  of 
ingrain  and  Venetian  oarpetms,  siity-five  ecBta 

Mr.  MoDuTFiK  said  he  had  a  letter  from  a 
gentleman  in  Boston,  which  stated  that  the  coct 
abroad  of  ingrain  was  from  forty-edx  to  fifty- 
nine  cents,  but  of  the  commonest  sort  U  ws 
forty  cents.  At  this  rate,  the  duty  would  be ' 
on  the  coarser  kinds  ninety-four  per  cmt,  ea 
the  finer  seventy  per  cent.  He  took  it  for 
granted  tbg  Venetian  carpeting  was  of  a  eoaner 
description  than  ingrain. 

Mr.  Adaus  said  the  gentleman  was  talkisf 
about  ingrain  carpeting,  while  the  amendmait 
had  to  do  with  BmsMus.  Als  to  tngnmi,  tti 
amendment  proposed  to  reduoe,  uotto  iacKKa 
the  dnty.  Brussels  carpetii^  at  BaitiiDcm  wt* 
at  one  dollar  and  six^-two  cents  l^e  squsre 
yard,  and  it  was  quoted  as  an  extraordmut 
degree  of  che^ness,  that  it  bad,  in  one  oas& 
sold  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-seven  cents. 

Mr.  Oaubbeleno  said  at  that  rate  tbe  dnty 
would  be  fifty  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Vathouor  said  the  duty,  iiolcad  of 
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being  ninetrr-foar  per  cent  as  had  been  Bnp- 
posea  by  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oarolina, 
(Mr.  MoDdtpie,)  was  but  fifty-nine  per  cent. 

Mr.  MoDuFETB  repeated  the  information  he 
had  received  from  Boston.  It  came  from  Mr. 
Benjamin  Winslow,  a  gentleman  of  high  mer- 
cantile standing. 

Mr.  Adaus  said  the  qnesticm  was  on  Bms- 
Bels  carpeting,  and  demanded  the  yeaa  and 
nays. 

Mr.  HomuN  said  there  were  three  qualities 
of  Brussels  carpeting,  one  of  which  cost  one 
dollar  and  twentj-ei^t  <»Dts,  another  one  dol- 
lar, and  a  third  sort  cost  only  eighty-nine  cents. 
The  duties  on  carpetings  were  badly  arranged ; 
the  heaviest  tax  nOl  on  that  used  by  the  poorer 
people,  and  the  lightest  on  that  ccHUumed  by 
the  wealthy. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment 
was  decided  in  the  afOrmative — yeas  98,  nays 
92. 

The  question  was  next  on  the  second  item  of 
the  amendmoit^  vie:  to  make  the  duty  on  Ye- 
netiau  and  ingnin  carpeting  alik^  fixing  both 
at  forty  cents  the  square  yard. 

Ur.  OAMBBMSa  opposed  the  amendment, 
which  went  to  raise  the  proposed  duty  on  Ve- 
netian carpeting  from  twenty-two  cents  to  forty 
cents,  lite  gentleman  had  sud,  that  the 
amendment  proposed  to  reduce  the  duty  on  in- 
gr^n,  is  true ;  but  at  forty  oents  the  duty  would 
not  tra  reduced  below  the  tariff  of  '38,  although 
the  duty  on  the  coarse  wool  was  almost  taken 
off.  The  gentleman,  he  presumed,  would  not 
say  in  this  case,  as  he  had  about  tiie  Brussels 
carpeting,  that  no  ooane  wool  was  used  in  the 
manufacture. 

Mr.  Aiuva  replied  that  he  shouM  si^  sow 
Ko  coarse  wool  was  employed :  none  <»F  that 
from  which  the  duty  had  been  removed. 

Mr.  Oakbbeubno  inciuired  what  was  the  price 
of  the  wool  osed  In  this  sort  of  carpeting. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  could  not  say  precisely ; 
but  he  took  it  for  granted,  from  the  informa- 
tion he  had  received,  that  none  of  the  sort  be- 
low eight  cents  a  pound  was  employed. 

Mr.  GiMBxsLBSQ  should  take  nothing  for 
granted  on  that  floor ;  he  called  for  proot 

Mr.  Adams  s^d  he  had  letters  to  show  that 
none  of  the  free  wool  was  used,  and  ho  would 
endeavor  to  lay  his  hand  upon  them. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  inquirea  at  what  rate  the 
Secretary  of  the  'Swuaof  liad  put  these  eaipet>- 


r.  Oambrelzno  said  at  twenty-five  per  cent, 
ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Cabson  theremxHi  moved  to  ameod  the 
amendment  so  as  to  fix  the  duly  at  twenty-five 
per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Wmrx,  of  Kew  Tork,  called  for  a  ^vision 
of  the  question,  so  that  it  should  first  be  taken 
on  inserting  the  words  *'  and  Venetian." 

Mr.  WiOKUTFB  diould  like  to  know  teom 
gentlemen  who  were  familiar  with  the  subject, 
to  what  use  the  coarse  wool  was  put.  He  rec- 
ollected that  in  18S)8  much  was  s^  in  &Tor 


of  admitting  it,  because  it  was  used  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  carpeting. 

Mr.  SrTHBBLAm)  said  he  had  recentiy  receive'd 
a  letter  from  a  mann&otorer  of  this  article 
in  Philadelphia,  stating*  that  the  manufacture 
would  be  broken  up  should  the  duty  be  reduced. 
He  asked,  on  what  article  could  duties  be  laid 
with  more  proprie^  than  on  carpeting?  It 
was  an  article  almost  ezdnslTdy  used  by  the 
wealthier  part  of  the  oommnnity,  diiefly  those 
who  resided  in  dties :  .in  the  oonntry,  but  littlo 
of  it,  comparatively,  was  ever  used. 

Mr.  Davis  said  there  was  no  such  thing  as 
"  free  wool "  under  this  bill.  A  duty  was  laid 
on  the  veiT  coarsest  kind :  it  was  used  in  mak- 
ing the  ordmary  kind  of  carpets. 

Mr.  Adams  now  read  the  letter  he  hod  re- 
ferred to ;  and  the  amendment  wm  rejected — 
yeas  94  nays  96. 

Mr.  A.  withdrew  the  residue  of  his  amend- 
ment as  to  carpets. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  last  dause  of 
the  amendment  which  pn^Mwed  a  duty  oi  six- 
teen cents  the  square  yard  on  flannels  and 


Mr.  Obaio  moved  the  previous  question,  and 
the  question  being  put  on  secon^ng  the  call,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  98,  nays  95. 

Mr.  Apputon  advocated  the  amendment. 
He  said  that  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars 
were  invested  in  this  branch  of  manufacture. 
The  protecting  duty,  by  the  act  of  *24,  had  been 
thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
At  that  time  but  littie  capital  was  employed. 
By  the  act  of  1828,  a  duty  of  twenty-two  and 
a  half  oents  a  square  yard  had  been  lidd  on  flan- 
nels nnder  the  lowest  minimum,  which  was  a 
higher  protection  than  on  any  other  speotea  of 
woollen  goods.  The  consequence  had  been  to 
draw  a  la^  amount  of  capital  into  that  branch 
of  business :  insomuch  that  the  flannels  made 
by  those  engaged  had  filled  the  entire  American 
market  withm  four  years  after.  A  larger 
amount  of  wool  was  used  by  this  manufacture 
than  by  any  other.  The  duty  laid  by  the  hill 
upon  wool  amounted  to  forty-eight  per  cent. : 
the  present  amendment  would  place  thirty-flve 

Ker  cent,  upon  flannels.  The  Committee  oa 
[anufEictures,  when  they  reported  the  duty  at 
present  in  the  bill,  had  not  been  aware  oS  the 
true  &ots  of  the  case  which  had  idnoe  eome  to 
their  knowledge. 

Mr.  Batss,  of  Maine,  inquired  whether  it 
would  be  in  order  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Adams,  by  stalking  out  t^e  entire  clause 
about  flannels  and  buzes  from  the  bill,  so  as 
to  leave  the  existing  law  unaltered. 
The  Ohaib  replied  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  Whttb,  of  New  York,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question,  and  the  call  having  been 
seoondeo,  the  previous  (^estion  was  put,  and 
carried;  and  the  miun  question  was  accord- 
ingly put,  viz :  *'  Shall  the  oill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  ?  "  ond  decided  as  follows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Adaaa,  Chilton  Allen,  Anderson, 
Appleton,  ArmstrODg,  Arnold,  Babcook,  Noyes  Bar- 
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ber,  Barriager,  Baratoir,  Jtmta  Bates,  Beardsley, 
Bell,  Bergen,  Bethune,  John  Bliur,  Bouck,  John  C. 
Brodbead,  Bucber,  Burd,  Cambreteog,  Gait,  Chan- 
dler, Cfaimi,  Cluborne,  (Mj,  Collier,  Conner,  Eleu- 
theroa  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crwg, 
Crane,  Dayan,  Dearborn,  Doddridge,  Doubleday, 
Ellsworth,  0.  EraoB,  J.  Eraos,  FindUy,  Htzgerald, 
Ford,  Oaither,  OiUmore,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  William 
Hall,  Hammons,  Harper,  HawldnB,  Heister,  Hofiman, 
Hogao,  Horn,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Huntington,  Inger- 
■oll,  Irrin,  Isacks,  Jenifer,  Jewett,  R.  H.  Johnson, 
Cave  JohoBon,  EAvanagh,  Kennon,  Adam  King, 
John  King,  Kerr,  Lansiog,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lent, 
Letcher,  Lyon,  Mann,  Uardis,  Mason,  Mwf 
Maxwell,  HcCarty,  Hclntirv,  Mercer,  T.  R.  Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg,  Patton,  Fierson,  Plummer,  Polk,  Ban- 
dolph,  John  Reed,  Edward  C.  Reed,  Boane,  Root, 
Russel,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Sbepperd, 
Smith,  Southard,  Speight,  Spence,  Standifer,  Ste- 
phens, Storra,  Taylor,  Fiancis  Thomas,  Philemon 
Thomaa,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Verplanck,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Washington,  Wayne,  Weeks,  B.  Wbittlesev, 
F.  Whittlesey,  CampbeU  P.  White,  WUims,  Worth- 
iurton,  Yoang — 182. 

NATS. — Messrs.  Akxandw,  R.  Allen,  H.  Allan, 
Banks,  J.  S.  Barbonr,  Barnwell,  I.  0.  Birtes,  Boul- 
din,  Branch,  Briggs,  Bullard,  Burges,  Carson,  Ghoate, 
Clayton,  Coke,  Lewis  Condict,  Cooper,  (>awford, 
Crdghton,  Daniel,  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Warren 
R.  Davis,  Denny,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Felder,  Foster,  Gordon,  Grennel^  Griffin,  Hawee, 
Hodges,  Hughes,  Ihrie,  Jarvia,  Kendall,  H.  King, 
Lamar,  Lewis,  Robert  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McEiy, 
McKennan,  Milligan,  Newnan,  NuckoUa,  Pearce, 
Pendleton,  IMtcher,  Potts,  Rencber,  Blade,  Stewart, 
Satherland,  WUey  Thompson,  J.  I^ionuon,  Vance, 
Watmough,  Wilkin,  Wheeler,  Edward  D.  White, 
WicUilfe.  Wilde— 65. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


FsmxT,  June  S9. 

Death  qfMr.  Mtchell 

Mr.  HowABD,  of  Maryland,  rose,  and  thus  ad- 
dressed the  Hoose:  Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  de- 
volved upon  me  to  oommanicate  to  the  House 
the  decease  of  Qboboe  £.  Mitohkll,  one  of  the 
representatives  for  the  State  of  Maryland.  The 
infirm  state  of  health  in  which  he  had  been  for 
a  long  time  past,  most  hare  been  ^iparmt  to 
ever^  one,  nntil  at  length  the  atro^es  between 
a  na^nrall^  robust  ooiistitatiDn,  and  an  inveter- 
ate disease,  are  over,  have  tenninated  in  his 
decease,  and  he  now  deeps  with  his  fathers. 
It  is  bat  a  short  time  since  we  were  called  on 
to  pay  the  last  melancholy  tribnte  of  reapeot, 
and  to  follow  to  the  tomb  the  remans  of  one 
of  our  body,  who  was  snddenly.cnt  off  in  the 
meridian  of  his  Dfi^olness,  and  now  we  find  our 
ranks  agiun  broken.  These  events  force  one 
reflection  on  my  mind,  which  I  crave  leave  to 
express.  Whilst,  in  the  performance  of  our 
duties,  we  are  prescribing  laws  fbr  others,  we 
find  oorselTes  the  snbjeots  cf  a  system  of  other 
lawa,  which  we  had  no  share  in  enacting.  Sir, 
Gxvn  is  no  repnblio  in  the  government  of  the 


[Jen,  im. 

Universe ;  and  yet  how  absolute  is  the  neto- 
8it7,  how  abaolnte  the  obUgation  of  olKduna 
to  the  Deity,  wlu^  in  his  wisdom,  has  fhmed 
that  code.  I  will  not  attempt  now,  crlieK,lo 
portray  the  lifb  or  chaivcter  of  the  iatmei. 
The  spontaneons  offer,  on  the  part  of  the  bS- 
itary  antiunitiea  of  the  city,  to  join  in  tadi  t«- 
timmiial  of  respect  as  the  House  may  order. 
Boffioiently  demonstrates  that  the  Dime  cf 
MiTCHKLL  is  insmbed  on  the  rolls  of  iMoa. 
Whilst  in  the  service  of  bis  country,  doimg^ 
recent  war,  his  brilliant  defence  of  tiie  fort  a 
Oswego,  with  which  he  was  intmated,  woo  ilk 
e^plauae  due  to  suooessfnl  valor:  retnnoiig 
from  his  military  career,  and  ^barkiitg  in  d 
the  tnrmoils  of  political  life,  he  bronghl  kio 
this  Honse  a  firabkness  of  d^rtment,  mslb- 
tnmve  efSciencj,  and  snch  steady  jodaiKfit, 
that  I  may  with  p»foot  aaf^  assert  OA  he 
won  the  maiddin)  of  those  who  knew  tiz 
well,  and  obbdued  respect  ftom  alL  Id  e 
withdraw  awhile  from  the  cares  whidi  lar- 
roond  ns  here,  and  nnite  in  paying  &e  lis 
tribnte  of  respect  to  his  memory.  In  order  tbt 
we  may  do  ao^  I  sutnnit  to  yon  tha  Maviig 
reacdntuma : 

Jtuclved,  That  the  members  of  tlui  Hobr  iZ 
attend  the  fimeral  of  the  late  OmoEZ.  Xnau, 
at  five  o'clock  P,  M. 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  ordcrlbr 
superintending  the  flmeral  at  GaoasB  E.  Xnciiu, 
deceased,  late  a  member  of  this  Hoase  frw  A« 
State  of  Ibryfauid. 

That  the  members  of  this  How  will  teid^din 
respect  for  bis  memarj  by  wearing  cr^ie,  to. 

It  was  then  ordered  that  a  message  be  stst 
to  the  Senate  to  notify  to  them  the  deatLi^ 
M>.  H.,  and  the  hoar  that  his  iuieisl  wotii 
take  place. 

Mr.  HowABD,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Geo^  Tb. 
Bum,  of  Bonth  Carolina,  Mr.  Alkxasdek,  Ki. 
Casson,  Mr.  Dbajebobn,  and  Mr.  Wawi,  vae 
named  as  the  committee.  After  which, 

The  Hoaae  a^nined. 


Satubdat,  Jnne  80. 
J>ay  sjfFan^mg  and  JV«y«r. 

A  joint  resolation  from  the  Senate,  pn^omi 
that  a  committee  of  both  Houses  wait  dte 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  reque^lum 
to  recommend  a  day  for  the  observajice  of  i 
general  fast  in  reference  to  a  deliverance  fitm 
the  impending  judgment  of  a  prevalence  of  the 
Asiatic  cholera,  coming  up  for  conuderaWHi, 

Mr.  Aboheb  moTed  to  lay  the  reeolntkii 
upon  the  table.  He  presumed  there  wis  u 
gentleman  in  that  House  who  could  beliw 
that  either  the  General  or  the  St^  Goren- 
ments  had,  as  snob,  any  thi^  to  do  witli 
subject  of  religion  at  all  Ine  Very  natnre  rf 
those  Qovemments  was  sufiicient  to  point  tu 
ont,  and  the  language  of  the  constitution  dioT- 
ed  that  each  was  the  will  of  tins  natioD. 


ABBIDGUGNT  OF  THE 

Doji  o/Failu^  and  Prof/tt. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONGRESa 


745 


On  this  motion  Jtr.  Whutubbt  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Being  taken,  thoj  stood— yefts  68,  nftjB  104. 

So  tEe  Hoase  refiued  to  lay  the  reaolntiim 
upon  the  table. 

The  qneatioa  being  on  ordering  it  to  a  third 
reading, 

Mr.  Adamb  moved  to  amend  the  resolntion 
by  Btrilcing  ont  the  word  "  Asiatic,"  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  pestileatiaL" 
He  considered  the  onstom  of  giving  denomina- 
tion to  diseases  &om  tiie'  countries  whence 
they  came,  or  where  they  were  supposed  to 
ptevMl,  as  rei7  otg^t^^^^^  disease 
Tas  oonfined  to  no  part  of  the  Torid.  It  had 
prevailed,  indeed,  in  Asia,  bnt  it  bad  likewise 
been  bat  too  prevalent  over  all  Enrope,  and  it 
threatened  to  become  so  in  oar  own  coontry. 
He  repeated  that  there  was  something  offensive 
in  n^Tning  it  as  belon^ng  to  any  one  partionlar 
coontry.  Had  this  terrible  disorder  ori^nated 
in  oar  own  country,  and  shoold  the  people  of 
Enrope,  when  it  came  to  them,  denominate  it 
the  "  American  soonrge,"  he  presomed  that  all 
Americans  wdnld  feel  a  strong  objection  to  such 
a  tiUe.  It  was  one  of  the  most  dreadful  oalami- 
ti«8  that  it  had  ever  pleased  Divine  Providence 
to  inflict  upon  the  homan  race.  There  was 
not,  he  believed,  in  all  th^  records  of  history,  a 
parallel  to  it  to  be  fonnd  anywhw& 

BcxoEs  thonght  that  tills  disease  onght  to 
be  designated  by  ue  name  it  bad  already  re- 
ceived. It  had  been  called  in  Europe  the  AsiaUc 
cholera,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  that  name 
shonid  be  changed.  There  was  something  in 
the  character  of  each  calamity,  which  caosed 
men  to  foi^t  all  origin.  Nor  did  the  term 
which  had  been  objected  to,  involve  in  it  any 
thing  of  reproach  or  reflections,  or  any  thing 
like  arrogating  a  snperiority  over  others.  It 
had  l>een  denonunated  Asiatic  cholera  chiefly 
with  a  view  to  distin^iaish  it  from  a  disease  of 
a  similar  kind,  bat  which  was  not  epidemic — the 
ordinary  cholera  morbos.  which  had  always 
been  prevalent,  more  or  less,  daring  the  hot 
season  in  this  country.  Whether  the  imported 
disease  was  "  pestilential "  or  not^  was  a  matter 
of  controversy.  Many  denied  it  to  be  con- 
tagions at  tisi,  though  uioald  that  Hoase,  by  its 
beta,  pronoanoe  it  to  be  a  pestilential  disease,  it 
ndgbt  perhaps  go  far  to  settle  the  qaestion. 

MT.  B&TKS,  of  Haine^  agreed  with  Mr.  Adams 
in  the  sentiment  that  it  was  improper  to  des- 
ignate this  terrible  disease  by  the  name  of  any 
coontry,  and  shonid  consider  it  more  f^>propriate 
to  give  it  a  name  that  should  refer  to  the  symp- 
toms of  the  diMH^er  itself  The  term  Asiatic 
did  notliing  towards  oharaeterizing  the  disease. 
He  shoiild  prefer  having  it  denominated  "  apas- 
modio." 

The  qaestion  being  taken  on  Kr.  Aoaiu'b 
amendment,  it  was  r^ected. 

Kr.  Davu,  of  South  Oarolina.  was  opposed  to 
tiie  resolution  itself.  He  thonght  tiie  act  which 
it  proposed  wu  one  peculiarly  pertuning  to  the 
Tarious  ehristaan  chorohes  In  oar  land,  and  did 


[H.  or  R. 

not  belong  to  the  Govonmeot  at  all.  He  was 
not  aware  that  any  sach  course  had  been  par- 
sued  heretofore.  The  custom  had  obvioa^ 
been  derived  from  oar  English  ancestors.  It 
had  long  prevailed  in  England,  and  there  it  was 
proper  enough,  on  the  theory  of  their  Govern- 
ment, in  which  the  Eing  was  recognized  as  the 
head  of  the  hierarchy.  Bnt  nobody  surely 
would  attempt  to  asdmilate  the  Crovemment 
of  onr  coontry,  in  this  respect,  to  that  of  Great 
Britain.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
was  not  the  head  of  the  church.  In  some  of 
the  States  this  fast  had  been  recommwded  by 
eoclesiastaoal  authcndty.  He  understood  that  in 
Yii^inia  the  head  of  the  Episcopal  Church  had 
acted  on  the  sul^eot. 

TUs  was  very  proper,  and  he  presumed  the 
example  would  be  followed  in  other  States. 
But  the  Govemmaat,  as  snob,  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter.  There  was  another  objec- 
tion to  the  measure.  It  tended  to  increase 
alarm,  and  to  ^ve  a  solemn  sanction  to  the 
fears  of  the  people.  This,  instead  of  averting 
the  calamity,  would  rather  have  an  opposite 
tendency,  inasmuch  as  it  was  generally  held 
that  a  previous  state  of  alarm  constituted  a  great 
part  of  the  danger. 

Mr.  Ukaebosn  sfud  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Oarcdina  had  been  incorrect  in  supposing 
that  no  such  course  had  been  herettrfbre  pur- 
sued. Daring  the  last  war,  fiuts  had  been  re- 
peatedly recommended  by  Oongress,  and  daya 
of  thanksgiving  had  also  been  recommended  by 
Washington  and  Adams. 

Kr.  Obaio  denied  that  the  resolntion  iQiould 
be  objected  to  on  any  constitutional  ground. 
It  contained  nothing  obligatory.  It  did  not 
pretend  to  bind  anybody.  Should  the  resolu- 
tion pass,  the  President  was  free  either  to  do  it 
or  not  to  do  it,  as  he  thought  fit.  And  if  he 
proclaimed  a  day,  the  people  were  free  to  observe 
it  or  not,  as  they  uioold  think  fit.  It  was 
entirdy  an  extra  oflB<nal  act,  based  npon  no 
daim  to  anthority,  but  fbnnded  on  an  agres- 
sion of  the  moral  sense  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Oabson  thought  that  this  matter  might 
be  arrested  very  suddenly  by  rimply  reading  a 
letter  from  the  President.  For  himself^  he 
should  make  no  professions  of  any  love  for 
prayer  and  fasting,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 
JECe  thought  the  measure  improper,  and  like^ 
to  end  in  no  good  purpose.  The  letter  was  not 
very  long,  and  he  considered  it  a  very  good 
letter.  He  requested  that  the  letter  might  be 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

[Cries  of  No  I  Nol— Olfjeott— We  have  all 
read  it.] 

Mr.  0.  then  said  he  should  take  the  liberty 
of  reading  it  himself  He  then  read  in  his  place 
the  reply  of  President  Jackson  to  an  applica- 
tion of  tiie  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Chunih,  on  the  subject  of  a  fast. 

Mr.  Ebbb,  strongly  objecting  to  this  debate, 
moved  the  previous  qaestion. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  the  previoos  qoea- 
tion  put  and  curied,  and  the  yeas  and  n^ 
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ordered  on  the  mtin  qnetticRi,  vhieh  was  the 
third  reading  of  the  reeolntioii,  and  was  oarried 
by— yeaa  9fi,  najri  6S. 


MonDAT,  Jviy  S. 

Sank  <if  the  UniUi  Statet—RMiharUr. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  rechsrter  the  United  States  Bank. 

The  qnestion  recurring  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Wabdwill,  of  New  YoA,  to 
^ve  to  the  several  States  the  power  of  taadng 
Uie  c&pital  employed  ther^o, 

Hr.  W.  explained,  and  advocated  his  amend- 
ment at  considerable  length.  He  had  presented 
a  number  of  petitions  from  his  distri^  fw  the 
rechartor  of  the  bank,  bat  in  «Tery  one  of  them 
it  was  made  a  oMidttioii  that  the  new  charter 
ahonld  oontain  a  danse  empowering  the  States 
to  tax  bank  capital  within  their  respective 
Ifanlts ;  and  he  believed  that,  oonld  the  question 
be  snbnutted  to  the  whole  peoi^e  of  the  United 
St^ei,  whether  the  States  should  have  aoch  a 
power,  nine  out  of  ten  would  answer  in  the  af- 
nrmative.  Why  no  such  clause  had  been  inserted 
in  the  existing  charter,  he  was  nnable  to  divine. 
As  to  running  a  parallel  between  this  case  and 
that  of  the  General  Poet  Office  and  its  brsnches, 
if  there  was  any  force  in  the  argument,  let  it  be 
carried  fhlly  out ;  let  fees  and  salar^  be  given 
by  the  Govenunent  to  all  the  nibor£nate 
officers  of  the  establishmrat,  and  thw  the 
people  would  be  better  able  to  see  and  lodge 
whether  there  wav  a  neoestity  for  soea  ao 
•st^lisbment  He  believed  that  if  the  powers 
13X  the  bank  should  not  be  curtailed  at  tiie 
present  eesslon,  it  wonid  be  out  of  tiie  power 
of  any  ftitnre  Congress  to  redat  the  overwnelm- 
ing  influence  of  so  gigantic  an  institution,  nor 
oonld  a  President  of  the  United  States  ew  be 
hereafter  elected  but  with  its  approbation.  He 
admitted  the  propriety  of  establuhing  branches 
of  the  bank  at  points  where  it  was  necessary 
for  the  collection  and  safety  of  the  public 
nvennes ;  hot  insisted  that  if  they  should  be 
jdaoed  where  no  sneh  neoesiri^  ensted,  and 
where  they  oame  in  e(nnpetition  with  State 
binlu  of  far  weaker  pow^,  it  was  no  more  than 
fair  that  tliey  should  be  suUect  to  the  same 
taxation  with  such  banks.  Nothing  oonld  be 
more  uifjast,  notiiing  could  effect  greater  ine- 
ty  than  the  exemption  of  all  this  capital 
taxation.  He  concluded  by  demanding  the 
yeas  snd  nays ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  jEtooT  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  a 
provlBO  could  be  offered  as  an  amendment  to  an 
amendment.  It  was  itself  a  substantive  propo- 
sition, and  was  not  connected  with  the  subject 
of  the  branches  of  the  bank,  to  which  subject 
the  section  and  previous  amendment  referred. 

The  Ohaib  lepUed^tiie  amendment  oi  the 
gentlenuui  from  New  x  «fc  to  the  amendment 
u  perfooUy  in  order.  An  amendment  may  be 
made  so  as  totally  to  alter  the  nature  of  the 
onf^nal  propontioin.  If  the  amendmrat  pro- 
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posed  is  inconristent  with  one  agreed  to,  <«*  the 
original  pn^odtion.  it  is  a  ground  for  its  r^eo- 
tion  by  uie  Honae^  out  not  within  the  compe- 
tence of  tlie  Chair  to  tuacg^atm  m  agidnst  (Mrder. 

Qnestiona  of  consistence  are  finr  the  deetricu 
of  the  House  and  not  the  Chair,  and  the  propo- 
sition for  amendment  is  therefore  in  order. 

Mr.  EuuBWOBTH  observed  that  under  the  e:dst- 
ing  charter  the  property  of  individuals  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  oonld  be  taxed,  just 
as  their  property  in  any  other  corpormtion 
might  be.  Ijiere  was,  therefore,  not  a  stock- 
holder in  the  United  States  but  could  be  reached 
under  the  existiitt  law.  As  to  the  stock  owned 
by  the  UnitedStates.  that,  it  was  manifest, 
oui^t  not  to  be  taxed.  There  remained  then 
o^  tiie  stocik  owned  by  forognera,  that  could 
not  be  readied  Iff  taiBtKHL  S&.Ka^hewaa 
willing  to  vote  for  an  ameodment  dioidd  any 
be  denied  neoeanry,  to  aiq^  that  deflciencyr 
bat  it  waa  at  most  only  a  nnall  matter.  For- 
eign stockholders  witlun  tiie  States  were  not 
gener^y  taxed.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  prevaiL 

Mr.  MoDurnn  tiiooght  tiiat  the  gentieman 
had  not  wdl  considered  what  woiud  be  the 
effect  of  his  amendment.  He  bad  said  that 
there  was  no  propontirai  that  people  wonId 
assent  to  more  readily  than  that  the  stock  of 
the  United  Sti^  Bank  ought  to  be  taxed.  In 
a  general  sense,  this  mlg^t  be  true.  Bnt  the 
mnnent  the  attempt  was  made,  genUanen 
would  find  the  autgeet  invt^ved  in  inextrioalde 
diffloultiea.  The  gentleman  had  talked  about 
the  inequality  ^  taxation.  But  he  would  find 
that  no  propomtion  oonld  be  devised  which 
would  in  practice  involve  groaser  and  more 
revolting  inequality  than  his  own  amendment. 
It  gave  to  Pennsylvania,  where  one>rixth  of  all 
the  stock  of  tbe  bank  waa  held,  power  to  tax 
all  the  stockholders  in  the  United  States.  Those 
States  where  the  largest  amount  of  the  bank 
oapital  was  held,  reodved  the  greatest  amount  of 
bcmeflt  from  the  bank.  And  yet  these  would 
be  the  States  which,  under  the  operation  of  tbe 
proposed  amendment,  wonld  tax  tiie  bank  the 
most  beavity.  Hie  bonna  was  the  only  equal 
tax  whieh  oonld  be  levied,  and  tibe  bmras  re- 
quired by  this  bili  was  very  large.  The  bonus 
under  the  exist^  eharter  was  a  milUon  and  a 
half  for  twenty  yean'  piivilea&  while  that  in 
the  present  bill  anumnted  to  uiree  pUHmm  tsx 
fifteen  years'  privilege. 

Mr.  Watnb  said,  in  reply,  that  the  monstroos 
inequality  of  which  the  gentleman  spok^  arose 
only  from  the  monstroua  nature  of  this  lalL 
^onld  he  suooeed  in  amending  it  in  the  man- 
ner he  desired,  no  sach  inequauty  would  result 
Let  the  cudUl  of  the  bank  be  distributed 
among  the  States  in  sooh  proportiou^  as,  after 
mataie  oonsideratiMi  <rf  au  drenmstaneea,  the 
States  renwdiTdy  dionld  u^Kwr  to  require, 
and  let  the  disooimts  be  distribnted  propor- 
tionally. Then  where  would  be  the  inequality! 
He  threw  out  this  idea  to  those  who  were  in 
(d  State  taxation,  mercdly  to  show  them 
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ttiat  tbeir  principle  was  not  snch  diffionlt 
application  as  might  be  imagined.  Shonld  the 
present  amendment  be  adopted,  JSi.  W.  shonld 
follow  it  up  with  another  oi  the  natnre  he  had 
described. 

Hr.  Root  was  opposed  to  the  present  amend- 
ment. Thongh  he  was  in  favor  of  the  States 
having  power  to  tax  the  bank,  his  own  propo- 
sition woold  be  that  the  States  shonld  have 

B)wer  to  tax  the  stock  of  the  United  States 
ank  at  the  same  rate  ^at  they  taxed  the  stock 
of  their  own  bank.  Bat  this  was  to  be  on  con- 
dition of  remitting  the  boons-  entirelj.  The 
bonns  of  |300,0(KI  a  year  amotmted  to  aboot 
flOTen  mills  to  the  dollar  on  the  whole  capital  of 
the  bank,  whereas  the  tax  imposed  by  the  State 
of  New  York  npon  her  own  banks  did  not  ex- 
ceed two  mills  on  the  dollar. 

Ur.  Warowbu.  explained,  and  ii^isted  that 
the  States  by  his  amendment  wonid  tax  the 
stock  of  the  United  States  Bank,  bnt  in  no 
other  mode  than  they  did  the  Btook  <^  th^ 
own  banks. 

Mr.  Olattoit  replied  to  Mr.  Boor,  reminding 
him  that  the  United  States  Bank. stock  was 
now  worth  one  hnndred  and  twenty-five  dcdlars 
for  every  hundred.  "With  snoh  an  advance,  the 
dank  might  well  afibrd  to  paj  a  bonnsi  A  tax 
of  five  per  cent  npon  one  hnndred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  wonld  be  eqnal  to  a  tax  of  ^x  per 
cent,  on  a  hnndred  dollars.  By  the  passing  of 
this  bill,  the  bank  wonld,  in  effect,  have  a  clear 
addition  to  its  capital  of  twenty-five  per  cent. 
It  was  for  this  that  the  bonus  was  given.  Why 
then  shonld  the  stock  of  this  bank  be  exempted 
from  taxation  any  more  than  the  stock  of  the 
State  banksf  Oonld  any  good  reason  be  given 
for  it  t 

Mr.  EvXBKTT,  of  Vermont,  said  he  rose  to 
make  an  inqniry  relative'  to  the  bank  taxes  in 
Kew  York.  In  that  State  they  had  a  safety 
fhnd  system,  and  he  nnderstood  uiat  banks  who 
wonld  not  oome  in  nnder  that  system  were 
taxed,  with  a  view  to  compel  them  to  assent 
to  it  The  amendment  coming  flrom  that  State, 
he  presomed  it  had  relation  to  the  safety  fimd 
system,  and  to  the  prospective  exercise  of  this 
taxuig  power,  to  tax  the  bank  without  limita- 
tion. The  branches  might  thos  be  driven  ont 
of  the  State,  unless  they  would  come  in  under 
that  system.  His  objection  was  not  to  giving 
the  State  power  to  tax  the  bank,  bnt  to  the 
nnlimited  natnre  of  the  ^wer  proposed  to  be 
given.  The  question  bemg  on  an  amendment  : 
to  an  amendment,  be  was  precluded  from  offer- 
ing any  limitation  to  the  power. 

lb,  Wasdwkix  replied  that,  In  offering  his  : 
amendment,  he  had  not  had  the  slightest  reftv-  < 
ence  to  the  safety  fond;  no  snch  thhig  had  been  ' 
in  hia  thoughts.  He  was  willing  that  the  poww  • 
of  the  States  should  be  limited,  and  that  aU  ttte  '. 
States  should  he  put  on  the  same  footing. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,  regretted  that  : 
the  genUeman  from  New  York  fMr.  Wakdwhx)  i 
had  modified  his  amendment,  and  presented  it  : 
in  the  fonn  in  which  it  now  appeared ;  as  it  ; 
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;  now  assnmed  to  prescribe  to  a  State  the  mode 
I  in  which  that  State  shonld  exercise  its  power  oi 
taxation.   He  was  aware  that  the  concurrent 
power  of  taxation  possessed  by  a  State  in  com- 
mon with  the  General  Government  was  ex- 
tremely delicate  in  its  nature ;  and  it  was  cer- 
tainly true  that  ^  the  Government  had  within 
any  State  funds  which  were  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  snob  funds  were  not  liable  to  be 
taxed  by  the  State.   But  when  the  Government 
vested  its  funds  in  a  canaL  or  in  a  bank,  or  in 
any  company  within  ti»  State,  it  waived  that 
distinetiMi.  md  the  right  of  the  State  to  tax 
immediately  accrued.   Oonld  It  be  ri^t  that 
the  citizens  of  a  State  should  have  a  place  of 
refuge  witiUn  the  State  where  they  mif^t  vttt 
their  property,  and  have  it  sacred  from  the  tax* 
ing  power  of  the  State  8  A  citizra  who  wonld 
denre  this,  was  surely  unworthy  of  the  name. 
It  had  been  said  by  some  gentiemen  that  this 
bank  question  had  been  settled  by  the  people  of 
the  United  Stetes.   Mr.  D,  did  not  regard  it  in 
that  light   He  knew  of  bnt  one  question  which 
could  be  said  to  have  be^  settied  by  the  people 
since  the  adoption  of  the  oonstitation,  and  that 
was  the  qnesnmi  in  reference  to  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws,   lliis  the  people  had  settied 
themselves,  and  in  direct  o(ULtradiotion  to  all 
the  branches  of  tb^  Govemmoit,  le^blative, 
executive,  and  judicial.   With  this  exception, 
there  was  not  one  political  proposition  that  did 
not  remain  as  unsettled  now  as  it  was  then. 
But  independent  of  the  concurrent  power  of 
taxation  possessed  by  the  States,  (on  which 
doctrine,  however,  Mr.  Madison  had  labored  to 
support  the  adoption  of  the  federal  cimstitution,) 
as  a  mere  act     prudence,  he  considered  it  the 
safest  and  the  wisest  course  to  insert  such  a 
provision  in  the  diarter.   What  would  not  such 
a  dause  have  aaved  to  tiie  Government  in  the 
great  lottery  ease  t 

Vt.  Bbx  was  in  ftror  of  the  ol^jeot  of  the 
amendment,  bnt  the  amendment  was  insufficient 
to  attdn  that  oljeot.  It  laid  down  as  a  crite- 
rion by  which  the  States  were  to  tax  the  United 
States  Bank  stock,  the  rate  at  which  they 
taxed  their  own  bank  stock.  But  in  Tennessee, 
and,  he  believed,  in  Kentucky,  and  in  some 
other  States,  banks  were  not  liable  to  taxation 
at  all.  The  criterion  therefore  failed.  He 
suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr,  Wabdwxll)  to  put  his  amendment  in  such 
a  shape  as  that  tiie  amount  of  capital  vested  in 
such  branch  should  be  reported  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  where  such  branch  waa  situ- 
ated. It  had  been  sogge^ed  tiiat  the  amend- 
ment wonld  g^ve  an  nndne  power  to  the  State 
of  Penm^Ivania;  bnt  »  &  oonnterpoise  to 
that,  he  would  remind  gentlemen  of  the  amonnt 
of  stock  in  the  Western  States.  The  I^egift- 
latnres  in  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  Union 
— ^in  Massachusetts  and  in  South  Carolina,  would 
have  it  in  their  power  to  raise  a  tax  up<ni  bank 
stock  in  Tennessee.  Snch  a  feature  called  aloud 
for  some  remedy,  as  he  believed  there  was 
no  instance  in  existence  where  a  Le^p^tore 
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ftttempted  to  tax  capital  which  laj  bejond  its 
own  hmita.  He  admitted  that  the  sntjeot  was 
attended  with  great  difflcolt^ :  bat  he  thonght 
that  at  least  something  might  be  done  that 
wontd  be  preferable  to  the  present  state  of 
thinga. 

Ur.  HuBBABo  WM  not  satisfied  with  the 
amendment,  ^thou^  he  should  decline  offering 
s  snbstitDte.  He  ttua  went  into  a  partioalar 
acoonnt  of  the  manner  in  whidi  banks  were 
taxed  in  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Adakb  Bfud  he  hoped,  if  any  amendment 
was  adopted,  sllowiDs  tne  United  States  Bank 
to  be  taxed  hj  the  States  for  the  benefit  of 
the  State  treasuries,  genUemen  woold,  in  fair- 
ness, offer  a  further  amendment,  allowing  the 
State  banks  to  be  taxod  by  Congress  for  the 
bwefit  of  tbe  Treasnrj  of  the  United  States,  in 
proportion  to  the  bonos  to  be  paid  hj  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  Then  there  would  be 
somethbig  like  eqnalitx.  This  bill  reqidred  the 
stockholibrs  of  the  Uidted  States  Bank  to  paj 
to  tbe  GoTemment  a  tax  of  twenty  thousand 
^ars  a  year  fbr  the  privilege  of  domg  banking 
bnsiness.  Did  the  State  bancs  p^  that  amoont 
to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  St^t  If  they 
did,  then  the  system  might  have  some  preten- 
sionatoeqnality.  Mr.  A.  hoped  that  no  amend- 
ment would  pass  which  should  in  any  shape 
pot  this  institntion  Into  the  power  of  the  State 
Legislatures.  As  to  the  State  taxing  the  stock 
held  by  then:  own  citizens,  they  woold  on  that 
subject  do  as  they  pleased.  Koue  disputed  their 
right  so  to  do,  Bnt  that  was  all  the  right  they 
ought  to  possess  in  the  matter.  It  had  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  ttom  New  York  Qh. 
Wabdwux)  that,  could  the  sense  of  the  people 
be  taken,  nine-twths  of  them  would  vote  in 
firror  of  the  present  amendment.  In  that 
opinion  he  believed  the  gentleman  to  be  veiy 
mudi  mistaken,  though  it  might  be  very  true 
that  nine-tenths  of  tne  stockholders  in  State 
banks,  and.  for  aoght  he  knew,  the  other  tenth 
also,  would  very  willingly  vote  for  it.  There 
were,  indeed,  numerous  and  honorable  excep- 
tions, as  some  of  the  memorials  from  the  Stale 
banks  would  prove.  The  gentleman,  indeed, 
had  spoken  of  memorials  from  his  own 
district,  in  which  it  was  made  a  condition 
of  the  petition  in  behalf  of  tbe  bank,  that 
the  ^ate  Legislatores  should  have  power  to 
tax  the  capitiS  employed  by  the  branches.  ^  If 
these  memorials  contained  such  a  provinon^ 
Mr.  A.  believed  that  in  that  respect  ttiey  dif- 
fered from  all  others  which  had  been  received 
upon  the  subject.  He  did  not  know  of  another 
instance  where  any  such  condition  had  been 
hinted  at.  The  House  had  had  a  great  deal  of 
debate  already  on  this  subject,  and  an  exposi- 
tion had  tteen  made  of  the  manner  and  form  in 
which  tbe  safety  fond  system  had  been  organised 
and  applied  within  the  limits  of  a  great  and  pre- 
ponderant State  of  the  Union,  from  tbe  Legisla- 
ture of  which  a  memorial  had  been  sent  to  the 
House  accompanied  by  instmetiona  to  the  Bena- 
tors,  and  a  request  to  the  Bepresentatives  of 


the  State  to  vote  against  the  rechartering  of 
the  bank.  Was  that  memorial  the  voice  of  the 
people  of  New  York !  No.  It  was  the  voice 
of  a  few  interested  individuals,  operating  by 
means  of  political  manoeuvres  to  get  tar  tnon- 
sdves  an  mterest  of  seven  per  cent.  1^  driving 
ont  of  tiie  State  the  branches  ot  a  bau  which 
loaned  mukey  at  Ax.  per  cent  To  thor  im- 
mortal honor,  some  of  the  rei»esmtatives  frnn 
the  State  of  New  Tork  itself  bad  exposed  the 
whole  transaction,  and  exliibited  the  entire 
tissue  of  party  machinery  to  the  public  view 
of  the  people  of  the  Union.  Although  the  case 
might  not  be  so  strong  in  other  Statoa,  yet  the 
same  principle  of  private  and  personal  interest 
woola  doubUeas  operate  on  tnem  also.  And 
many  of  the  memorials  agiunet  the  bank  €pcko 
not  the  voioe  of  the  people,  but  the  voice  of 
those  who  were  intorcetea  in  the  State  banks — 
a  voioe  which  was,  in  effect,  a^unst  the  people^ 
Mr.  A.  would  prefer  that  this  section  of  the 
bill  sbonld  be  stricken  out  entirely,  as  it  did 

five  to  the  States  a  partial  control  over  the 
ank,  whichf  in  his  opinion,  they  ought  not  to 
possess.  The  power  of  Congress  could  no  more 
be  transferred  to  the  State  L^iidatores  than 
the  power  of  Legldatures  fsould  oe  usnrped  by 
Oongrese.  The  pe(^le  had  given  to  each  their 
own  powers.  That  which  they  had  given  to 
Oongress,  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  exer- 
cise. It  was  g^ven  b^  the  people  of  the  Stat^ 
not  by  the  State  Legislatures.  They  were  fel- 
low servants  of  the  same  masters.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Lenslatorea  refmsented  the 
pec^le  of  their  own  States.  The  members  of 
this  House  were  represoitativea  of  the  people 
not  only  of  the  States  to  which  they  respec- 
tively belonged,  but  of  the  people  of  the  whole 
Uidw.  W^iever  the  L^rislature  of  a  State 
undertook  to  tax  tiie  United  States  Bank  stock 
within  tiiat  State^  it  amoonted  to  neither  more 
nor  less  than  this :  it  was  a  single  State  L^ida* 
tore  nndertaking  to  pass  laws  which  were  to 
affect  the  intererts  of  the  whole  Uuitm ;  it  was 
the  Gk>vemment  of  one  State  legdating  vfoa 
the  interests  of  all  the  States 

Hr.  A.  wcrald  exclude  all  State  L^;islatares 
from  having  any  influence  on  this  institution. 
State  power  had  tmoe  and  agun  interfered  to 
ii^Dre  the  institaticnu  Wherever  it  had  been 
exerted,  the  effect  had  been  pernicious,  so  mani- 
festly pernicious,  that  even  the  State  JLegislar 
ture  itself  had  more  than  once  learned,  from 
tiie  effects,  to  come  back  to  better  principles. 
In  the  very  State  of  New  Hampshire,  which 
had  been  particularly  referred  to,  and  within 
the  last  throe  years,  a  dictatorial  letter  had  beoa 
sent  from  members  of  the  Legislature  to  the 

Sreradent  and  directors  of  the  parent  institution, 
esign^ing  what  individual  they  should  app<»nt 
as  president  und  a  whole  set  of  directors  of  die 
branch  within  that  State.  Ur.  A.  was  opposed 
to  all  such  interference.  Let  the  State  L^psla- 
tores  move  with  all  possible  freedom  within 
tbeir  own  ptapae  orUta.  Let  than  exercise  all 
:  tbe  le^timate  power  conferred  npwi  them  I7 
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tlie  people.  Let  Oongren  never  attempt  to 
Interrere  with  them  in  their  a^ropriate  fdno- 
tiona ;  bat  let  them  not  inteifere  with  the  legis- 
lation of  OoDgress.  He  hoped  that  Uie  amend- 
ment woold  not  prevail. 

Ur.  Babbovb,  of  Yirginia,  said  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  present  amendment,  as  he  had 
bobn  to  all  its  antecedents  and  aoceesories ;  he 
was  for  recharteriog  the  ban^  and  for  that 
reason  he  must  res£t  these  indirect  obstacles 
that  were  thrown  into  his  path,  and  which 
most  tend  to  defeat  that  oUect 

The  power  to  tax,  if  orauerred  on  the  States, 
was  in  itadf  a  power  to  destrt^ ;  and  under  no 
gnise,  and  for  no  pnrpose,  would  he  arm  the 
States  with  so  misohievoos  a  power.  He  would 
rather  put  down  the' bank  at  once,  by  a  vote 
efifeeting  that  resnlt  openlT',  boldlj,  and  in  the 
face  of  day,  than  travd  the  bj-wa^  of  indireo- 
tion  to  reach  it.  From  boyhood  to  the  present 
moment  of  my  life  I  have  seen,  felt,  auA  ex- 
pressed toy  own  sense  of  the  necessitT  of  this 
bank.  These  opinions  have  been  iredy,  i\iUy, 
and  publicly  expressed  to  those  who  had  a  right 
to  know  them.  I  am  sent  here  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  tiiese  opinion^  and  npon  them  I  mean 
to  act.  I  dionla  be  fuse  to  n^sel^  as  well  as 
to  others,  if  I  now  pat  them  nwar  from  me. 
Tet  if  I  had  the  power  wished  by  OalignliL  (I 
believe,)  and  all  tne  banks  of  the  earth  Had  bot 
one  neck,  I  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  in 
giving  the  blow.  Bat  we  are  not  so  ciroum- 
stanc^d.  A  statesman  most  look  to  the  existing 
condition  of  things,  and  find  his  obligations  m 
duty  in.  their  present  relation  to  uie  public 
interests.  A  distingaished  colleague  of  mine, 
(Hr.  J.  Bandolpb,)  [no  longer  a  member  of  this 
House,  but  whose  opinions  always  command 
my  respect,]  said,  on  a  former  occasion,  tliat 
the  founders  of  our  Government  intended  that 
this  should  be  a  hard  money  Government. 
George  Waihii^;t(m  and  Alexander  Hamilton 
qnicuy  nw  that  this  was  impoarible ;  hat  they 
saw  that  pabUc  morals,  pubHo  interest,  and 
common  honesty,  reared  the  closest  pomhle 
approximation  to  it.  This  was  found  in  the  crea- 
tion of  the  National  Bank  in  1791,  put  down 
in  1811,  and  the  need-  for  its  refistablishment 
strikingly  illustrated  In  the  pinching  necessities 
of  which  the  present  bank  is  tlte  of&pring.  A 
metallio  currency  would  be  the  soundest,  the 
safest,  the  least  liable  to  flnctnation  or  ft-aud. 
But,  sir,  we  are  not  employed  in  studying 
alchemy,  nor  hare  we,  tux  can  we,  discover  it. 
We  cannot  change  the  present  state  of  things; 
we  must  look  oat  for  that  which  is  the  best,  the 
surest  saocedanenm  for  a  metallio  currency, 
lliere  is  no  ooonsdlor  so  safis,  no  guide  so 
imerring,  as  experience.  This  we  onoe  disre- 
gtn^ed ;  we  incurred  the  penalties  of  an  error, 
and  were  driven  back  into  l^ose  footsteps  in 
which  we  were  Bt«nl>-  and  sevwdy  ooonmled 
to  tread. 

In  the  whole  system  of  trad^  in  ita  largest 
eomprehendon,  there  is  no  nerve  so  delicate, 
none  bo  aendtlTe,  as  its  mmey  nsrre.  No 


^  orB. 

matter  whether  that  nerve  be  made  of  coin, 
golden  bullion,  or  bank  notes.  Touch  it,  and 
the  vibration  is  deep,  and  long,  and  sensible, 
throughout  its  own  world  of  commerce  ana 
exchanges.  The  droulaling  medium  of  every 
country  is  its  scale  of  value ;  and  npon  it,  and 
by  it,  the  rights,  the  interests,  and  the  stability 
of  property  must  be  graduated  and  defined. 

The  power  in  the  States  to  tax  ad  libitum 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  neither  more  nor 
less  than  a  power,  at  the  same  will,  to  increase  or 
Himfaieh  the  qaantit7  d  droulating  medium,  and 
to  prescribe  terms  as  the  prioe  of  its  forbear- 
aao&  by  which  the  amount  of  cnrrency  may  be 
swdled  or  decreased.  If  tills  he  not  a  power 
to  fix  the  value  of  property  by  the  finctuating 
ooDuseb  tut  the  local  Governments,  then  the 
grant  proposed  to  be  given  cannot  be  expected 
to  be  exercised  by  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States.  If  it  be  snch  power,  then  it  should 
be  withheld  by  all  the  obligations  that  bind  us 
to  our  social  and  relative  duties.  Is  not,  sud 
Mr.  B.,  the  history  of  the  States  filled  with 
those  freaks  in  legislation  which  tonch  the 
rights  of  property,  and  the  correlative  wealtfi 
and  ~  poverty  of  our  citizens,  by  a  circuitous 
action,  but  as  fatally  and  as  mischievously  as 
the  more  direct  agency  of  the  most  nroflinte 
men  in  the  worst  ages  of  Ibe  world?  The 
means  of  expelling  the  measure  of  value  through 
the  power  of  taxation  is  too  lai^  and  dangerous 
an  endowment  ct  power ;  is  a  trust  pregnant 
with  too  much  of  evU,  to  be  parted  with,  if  it 
be  possible  to  withhold  it  What  are  these 
sodden  and  violent  fluctuations  in  the  channels 
of  currency,  but  one  great  and  fatal  Euripus,  in 
which  labor  loses  the  sweat  of  its  own  brow, 
and  cunning  gains  that  for  which  it  never  has 
and  never  will  toil.  Frec^nent  changes  in  this 
measure  of  value  (the  com  and  bank  notes) 
invariably  instigate  one  portion  of  Bod>ety  to 

{m^  npon  anower.  Ton  let  looae  and  stunn- 
ate  the  sharpened  wits  of  one  class  of  men 
agidnst  the  blunter  intellects  of  another ;  and 
in  the  conflict  the  hard  earnings  of  honest 
industry  become  the  victim  and  the  sacrifice. 
The  State  Legislatures  interested  in  the  State 
banks  will  so  tax  the  national  currency  as  to 
secure  the  circulation  of  its  own  notes;  and 
then  comes  the  stro^le  who  shall  fill  the 
channels  of  currency.  No  such  strife  ever  did 
exist  without  this  effect ;  the  bad  notes  will 
drive  the  good  notes  out  of  cironlatioa.  Why, 
sir,  it  is  the  plunest  thing  in  our  daily  transac- 
tions. The  purchaser  goes  into  market  with 
two  notes  in  his  pocket,  the  one  good  beyond 
doubt,  the  othor  on  a  aus^oioas  bank,  and  of 
donbtlhl  credi^wldoh  will  that  purchaser  part 
with  hot  the  market  ?  Will  he  not  push  the  bad 
or  doubtftal  note  away  Arom  him,  and  retain  the 
good  one  1  Will  not  everybody  else  do  so  too  t 
And  thus  the  bad  notes  become  our  circolatiog 
medium.  Is  self-interest  dead,  or  has  that 
sleepless  passion  now  determined  for  once  to 
^nk  into  dnmbe^  whilst  we  pat  down  that 
nsefiil  instltation?   Kr,  onnmon  sense  may 
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sleep,  bnt  it  alwajs  wakes  up  refreshed  by  its 
alambers ;  and  though  from  some  sort  of  pur- 
pose, Ood  knows  well  what  this  bank  may 
either  be  ddbired  or  put  down,  (for  doobt 
abont  It  will  c^ve  birtli  to  fraud  and  misdiie^ 
and  the  aw^tplng  of  property  without  valuable 
oonsideration,)  yet  I  say,  air,  it  will  agun  riae, 
and  it  will  owe  its  renewed  existence  to  the 
honesty,  ihe  intelligenoe,  ay,  the  absolute  neces- 
sities of  the  countiy. 

Bnt  anotbOT  in  view.  Gmtlanen  argae 
this  question  as  if  we  were  trenching  upon  the 
power  of  the  States.  Are  the  true  friends  of 
the  State  rights  aware  of  the  difficulties  that 
here  lie  in  wait  for  tibem,  and  into  which  tliey 
are  now  plunging  ?  Tho  taxing  power  is  either 
inherent  in  tlie  States,  belonging  to  them  of 
right,  or  it  is  not.  If  in  them,  onr  gnmt  is  idle, 
Bupererooatory,  and  wwthleiB.  If  not  in  them, 
can  tlda  Govenunoit,  the  oreatare  of  Hie  States, 
throw  back  power  upon  ita  ereatwl  If  t^e 
power  be  in  ns,  and  is  only  to  be  exendsed  by 
onr  ^ft,  mio'^  we  not  give  it,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  to  one,  to  more  of  the  States,  and  to  all  f 
Sir,  the  trite  TnnTim^  at  dare^  ejut  €»t 

ditponere,  sprinoa  to  the  view.  Uay  we  not 
give  it  on  condition,  and  cause  the  free  and 
sovereign  States  of  this  eonfederaoy  to  kneel 
and  to  knock  at  onr  doors  for  terms  and  condi- 
tions ;  ay,  the  terms  and  conditions  whidi  tiie 
master  prescribes  to  his  sUve  1  Is  State  pride 
to  be  reboked  by  the  federal  frown,  or  cheered 
by  the  federal  smile.  For  one,  ana  I  claim  to 
be,  in  the  le^timate  sense  of  the  turm,  aa  Mun- 
Ine  a  ftimd  of  the  reserved  powers  of  the  Statea 
aa  any  boaster  here ;  for  one,  all  my  pride  and 
all  my  principles  in  relation  to  State  sovereignty 
rise  up  in  rebellion  to  this  notion.  There  Is  a 
spirit  and  a  temper  in  the  States  that  wonld 
revolt  at  such  an  mterpretation  of  their  rights. 
Between  the  two  Govemments,  the  sovereign 
power,  the  people,  have  partitioned  out  granted 
means  for  specified  endl.  And  the  authority 
of  neither  the  one  Govemmeut  nor  the  other 
oan  be  augmented  or  diminiBhed  by  the  gift  or 
grant  of  the  other.  Tou  cannot  make  the  States 
tenants  at  the  liaderal  wilL  I  repeat,  eir,  if  we 
have  this  power  to  tax.  oan  we  toanafose  it  at 
will  into  the  looal  leguiati<ni  of  the  several 
States  t  Ib  this  power  so  nmtable  that  we  oan 
retain  or  transfer  it  at  onr  i^easare?  I  rdy 
npon  that  salutary  principle  which  ia  engrafted 
into  oar  system  of  jnri^mdence,  and  drawn 
from  the  wisdom  of  ant^nity — IkUgatvs  non 
potest  delegare.  It  is  a  maxim  drawn  to  us 
from  our  Anglo-Saxon  fore&thers.  When  a 
lawless  king,  meanly  sunk  in  loose,  inglorious 
luxury,  aimed  at  stiU  more  lawleas  power,  and 
claimed  the  right  of  unlimited  taxation  as  being 
within  himself^  by  the  ready  grant  of  a  tame 
and  supple  Parliament,  a  Imrdy  and  fearless 
baron  (an  iron  baron)  said—  "  LOega^  non 
foteat  detefforeJ"  The  baron  won  liberty  and 
imnuHiality;  the  king  lost  his  head.  This 
cluim,  the  stem  reproach,  and  the  commen- 
tary that  followed,  are  dear  to  liberty,  and 


stand  in  the  records  of  history.  Kr,  tbe  Etas 
cannot,  will  not  take  by  your  gift,  Ve  oc^ 
not  to  ^ve  it  if  we  could;  b«auue vegirii 
power  to  destroy  this  neonsaiy  ftbiicfgrUt 
pnUie  wants,  the  public  necesBtiei ;  ^  cUbi 
for  pabUo  morale  and  tliis  barrier  agiiiM  'in 
irruption  <tf  all  the  ills  that  invade  fbe  rijbbif 
fair  dealing  and  honest  Indnstrf.  I  tnu  thi 
this  amenainent,  with  its  ioddeoli  udialHi- 
tutes,  will  each  be  rdected. 

Ur.  HirHUNBEBO,  having  asked  aad  <HHimt 
leave  to  be  excused  from  voting,  iaeoiinqDeKi 
of  his  having  recently  ao^idted  mat  ^  Aa 
stock  of  the  bank. 

The  qnestion  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  f. 
was  pu^and  negatived— yeas  89,  naji  93. 

Mr.  Watvb  uien  moved  an  antatdmeDt,!: 
Bufastance,  viz.,  that  the  bank  should  pqiottt 
several  States^  fbr  the  privilege  of  hv^ 
branches  tiberem,  an  annuty  of  toe  pn  ml 
on  the  capital  eboek  whioh  may  be  itlmii  u 
each  branch,  bnt  which  he  withdrew  is  utwif 

!Ut.  W.  B.  Davib,  who  pn^iosed  uok 
amendment,  in  snbstance,  viz^  to  woridc  dj 
nothing  in  this  act,  or  the  on^nu  act,  iknll 
be  con^Tued  to  exempt  or  de^ve  ftt  cemt 
States  of  their  power  of  taxation. 

The  amendment  was  debated  at  IciigtlL 

Ur.  Adams  remarked  that  it  was  in  «Sectte 
nullify  the  deoiaiona  made  on  this  snljm  ^ 
the  Supreme  CJourt. 

After  aome  further  discnsaoa  l^Uin 
EuawoBXH,  Di.vie,  braBaaou,  and  Hnum^ 
ICr.  H.  morod  a  call  of  the  Houe^  vlutb  n 
negatived. 

Mr.  HabshaItL  said  it  appeared  to  bim  to 
appropriate,  while  we  are  engaged  in  ooosidRii; 
the  proiMi^  of  rec(^nizing  the  power  of  ib 
States  to  tax  this  institution,  or  of  oovSem^ 
such  power  upon  them,  to  look  back  upoa  Hm 
instances  in  which  this  power  bad  beraeuKeei 
or  attempted  to  be  exercised,  on  tbepartoi't^ 
States,  that  we  might  thus  see  what  would  prut» 
bly  be  the  effect  of  the  recognition  or  gnat  dix 
power,  if  now  expressly  made.  He  recolkicd 
three  instances  of  the  exercise,  or  attei^ 
exerdae^  soch  a  power,  ^itadT,^ 
Ohio^  and  by  Uaryland.  Intwoof  tbMciM 
he  was  oertadn,  wd  in  all  ctf  th^  be  bdii^ 
the  open  and  avowed  ol^Ject  of  impouig  ibt 
tax  was  to  drive  the  branches  <^  ue  Vmi. 
States  Bank  from  those  States  reepectifdr: 
and,  from  the  amount  of  the  tax  impoeed,  sk^ 
most  have  been  the  effect,  if  the  tax  bd  tt£ 
collected.  Since,  then,  the  power  to  tai  ici^ 
be  used  for  the  purpose,  and  to  the  eitea 
destroying  the  subject ;  and  as  ezperieDC«  ^ 
^own  that  it  had  been  attempted  to  be  biN 
for  that  purpose,  and  to  that  extent,  in  rvpr. 
to  the  bank,  it  seemed  to  him  to 
palpable  iuconsistffljcy  for  those  who  naiuUi*- 
the  constitutional  power  of  Congrew  toes^ 
this  oharto',  and  who  intended  to  vote  li>r'> 
oontinnance  of  the  bank,  to  insert  in  the  is^ 
ment  whioh  ahoiUd  provide  for  its  coniiii»- 
existenoei  tlw  grant  or  recogoititHi  of  a  v 
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in  other  GoTemmoitflj  which,  jodginc  from  the 
pant,  be  waa  Jnstifled  m  layiiw  vonla  by  snne 
of  those  Govonunenta  be  used  f»  the  parpoae 
of  destroying  it.  To  grant  to  the  States^  m  to 
admit  that  tli«y  already  possesa  the  unlimited 
power  of  taxing  the  branches  situated  within 
them  respectiv^y,  was  to  admit,  or  to  grant  to 
the  States  the  right  to  defeat  and  destroy  the 
purposes  and  objects  for  which  the  bank  might 
be  QreaJ«d ;  tuid  was  so  obvioosly  and  utterly  at 
var  with  the  principles  on  which  idone  this 
charter  oonld  oe  inaintiuned  to  be  oonstita- 
tional,  that  he  thought  it  imposuble  for  those 
who  intmded  to  vote  for  the  charter,  also  to 
support  tha  amaidmeiit  now  under  ixmridera- 
tion. 

The  question  on  l^e  amendment  <tf  ICr.  Datis 
-waa  nmtiTed— yeas  81,  nura  108. 

Mr.  Wi-THK  then  renewed  the  amendment  he 
had  Just  withdrawn. 

Hr,  HowABo  suggested  as  a  modification,  to 
insert,  *'and  no  bonus  shall  be  paid  by  the 
bank and  siud,  if  this  was  added,  he  would 
vote  for  the  amendment. 

Kr.  Watnx  accepted  the  suffiestion,  and 
modified  his  amendment  according. 

After  a  protracted  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
Patton,  DoDDBnMJB,  InobbsoU}  yfAwn,  OouL- 
TSB,  and  Ibtut  took  part, 

The  qaestion  on  the  amendment  of  iSi. 
Wathk,  as  modified,  was  negatived— 'yeas  08, 
naya  108. 

Mr.  HcBBASD  proposed  an  amoulment,  that 
the  States  may  have  the  power  to  tax  the  bank 
branches  at  a  rate  not  exoeeding  one-half  per 

cent. 

K^tived — yeas  81,  nays  00. 

Mr.  Cbaio  sud  it  waa  evident  that  the  bill 
would  be  carried  in  a  siiape  not  very  different 
firom  what  it  was.  He  wonld  therefore  move 
the  previous  question.   It  waa  not  seconded. 

Mr.  BsLL  proposed  an  amendment,  in  sub- 
stance, viz :  tbat  there  should  be  a  tax  on  the 
profits  of  the  branches  in  each  State,  not  exceed- 
ing the  tax  pud  by  the  local  banks.  The  amend- 
ment was  n^tivod— yeas  87,  nays  94. 

Mr,  Maits  moved  an  amendment  in  the  fol- 
lowing form : 

"  On  n  much  of  the  capital  stock  hdd  by  foreiea- 
ers  or  their  agecta,  there  shall  be  paid  by  the 
preridant,  out  of  th^  respective  dividenai  <m 
stodt,  one  per  eeot**  ■ 

He  inMsted  that  it  was  no  more  than  just 
tbat  a  State  should  be  allowed  to  tax  the  capital 
of  branch  banks  within  its  own  limits.  For 
however  convement  such  branches  might  be,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  their  capital  took  the 
place  of  just  so  mnoh  State  bank  ciq)ital,  which 
would  otherwise  be  employed,  and  which  would 
yield  the  State  a  revenue. 

Hr.  Adakb  remarked  that  this  was,  in  effect, 
saying  that  fiffelgners  should  not  hdd  any 
stock. 

Mr.  WA-m  could  not  vote  for  this  amend- 
ment, as  he  was  willing  to  make  the  bank  as 
good  as  he  ocnild,  but  not  as  bad  as  he  eould. 


[H.or  B. 

Mr.  Bdbd,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  proposition  submitted  by  his  col- 
leagne  was  entitled  to  respectful  conrideration. 
Let  ns  examine  it,  si^d  Mr.  B.,  and  decide  ap<m 
itamerita.  It  proposes  that,  rai  so  mndi  of  the 
Cf^ital  stock  of  the  United  States  Bank  as  shall 
or  may  be  held  by  foreigners  or  their  agents  on 
or  after  the  &d  day  of  March,  1886,  there  shall 
be  pidd,  annually,  by  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  said  bank,  into  the  Treasnry  of  the  United 
States,  one  per  cent,  to  be  deducted  from  the 
dividend  which  may  be  due  and  payable  to  said 
foreigners  or  their  agents.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
to  a  very  great  amount  is  held  by  foreigners. 
In  using  the  term  foreigners  here,  I  mean  per- 
sona suttjeot  to  fbr^gn  Governments,  and  aot 
residing  within  the  United  Statea.  This  is  not 
oljectionahle,  and  it  oonolorively  moves  that 
great  oonfidenoe  is  entertf^ed  In  the  stabili^ 
of  the  institution,  and  that  it  has  been  prudently 
as  well  as  profitably  conducted.  For,  after  al^ 
it  is  interest  which  governs  in  cases  of  Uus  kind. 
Does  any  one  believe  that  it  was  wltii  a  eold 
view  to  benefit  this  country  tbat  those  foreigners 
were  induced  to  make  such  investments  f  Cer- 
tainly not.  They  believed  that  stock  in  this 
bank  would  be  ;^rodnctive,  and  they  calculated 
wisely,  as  expetieuoe  has  demonstrated.  We 
were  well  pleased  that  they  sent  their  money 
here,  and  L  for  one,  would  have  no  objection 
if  more  of  it  were  sent  or  bronofat  how, 
fi>r  we  are  taught  to  believe  that  "  where  yonr 
treainre  is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also." 
Having  said  tiiis  much  respectingstook  held  1^ 
pereonfl  not  reedding  withiii  the  Onited  States, 
it  is  hoped  that  I  may  be  excused  for  inquiring 
what  right  has  this  foreign  capital,  employed 
here  and  yielding  a  handsome  per  cent,  to  the 
owners  of  it,  to  be  exempted  from  bearing  its 
share  of  the  necessu-y  expenses  of  a  Oovemment 
which  affords  it  employment  and  security,  I, 
for  one,  do  not  perceive  the  justice  of  it.  It 
may  be  said,  ^e  foreign  owners  of  this  stock 
have  entered  into  oonbract,  and  paid  tiieir  pro- 
portion of  tiie  bonus  -  true,  ana  so  have  the 
stookholdera  who  reside  in  this  coantry.  Do- 
mestic capital  hears  its  share  of  tlus  oontrihutioa 
far  banking  privU^es  afforded  by  Govwnment, 
and  also  pays  taxes  for  State  purposes.  I,  there* 
tony  am  not  willing  that  Baring  and  Brothers, 
ud  other  wealthy  foreign  capitalists,  having 
money  profitably  ^ployed  here,  should  pay 
less  to  the  support  of  State  Oovemments,  and 
the  improvements  made  within  their  limits, 
than  the  owner  or  owners  of  a  small  tract  of 
land,  or  the  man  who  has  his  debt  secured  by 
bond  or  judgment. 

One  word  more  concerning  this  bonus  made 
up  of  both  foreign  and  domestic  eontribation. 
What  is  it  I  why,  sir,  littie  more  than  an 
eqnlvalait  fbr  the  Goveniment  depcnits  made 
in  this  bank  and  its  branehea,  amonnting,  annu- 
ally, to  many  millions  of  dollars.  At  this  pro- 
tracted period  of  debate,  I  shall  not  discuss  the 
power  possessed  by  the  States  of  this  Union  to 
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tax  the  stock  of  foreigners  in  this  bank.  Bhoald 
there  be  anj  donht  abont  it,  we  can  eanlj 
remove  it  hj  acknowledging  (he  ririit  in  the 
law  which  oreiMea  Its  charter.  It  wul  go  into 
eziatenoe  under  It,  after  the  exj^ratioD  <rf  the 
present  diarter,  and  inUect  to  its  proviiions. 
Theref^ve,  when  a  boon  u  to  be  granted,  let  ns 
exact  onr  Joat  dnea.  la  a  oorporation,  a  thing 
without  aool  or  bowels,  as  the  book  si^  the 
profits  of  whose  exertions  are  in  a  great  measure 
to  be  enjojed  by  citizeu  of  other  coontries, 
to  have  higher  priril^^  than  ciUzens  of  our 
own  oonntr^  1   I  hope  not 

These  obserTatioQB  are  not  made  from  any 
hostile  feeling  toward  this  bank,  for  I  am  in 
fbTor  of  its  being  rediartered,  believing  tibat  It 
has  a  powerful  inflnenee  in  keying  the  cnrrener 
ctf  the  oonntry  in  a  soond  state,  beddes  Uie  aid 
which  it  aflbrai  the  GoTemraeat  respecting  the 
collection  and  transmiiiAw  of  Che  revuine.  The 
distress  and  embarrassment  which  fell  npon  ns 
when  the  impolitic  measure  of  prostrating  this 
bank  was  resorted  to  at  a  Aumer  PMiod,  added 
to  the  difflcnlUea  necessarily  prodnced  by  the 
embargo  and  non-interoonrse  preceding  the  last 
war,  ought  to  warn  us  of  the  evils  which  follow 
our  refusing  to  rechorter  this  bank.  The  idea 
of  a  Treasury  bank  is,  to  me,  chimerical.  I 
have  seen  your  Treasury  notes,  bearing  interest 
last  war,  offered  at  a  discount  of  fifteen  per  ccoit., 
and  people  unwiUlog  to  purchase  them. 

I,  tiifflefiore,  conceive  that  this  resdation,  if 
acted  on  so  aa  to  become  apart  of  this  bill,  will 
form  ft  whdesome  i«ovirfon  in  it,  and  be  a 
matter  of  strict  josUoe  to  our  own  citizens;  and 
that  no  foreigner  ought  to  comply  of  it,  imd, 
therefore,  hope  it  may  prevwl. 

Hr,  Olattoh  thought  it  a  reasonable  prtqwsi- 
tion. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  nega- 
tived—yeas 77,  nays  110. 

Mr.  Glattoit  proposed  an  amendment,  in  sub- 
stance, viz.,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
foreigner  to  hold  uiy  stock  in  the  bank,  under 
penalty  of  forfeiture ;  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  indulge  him  with  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion.  The  Hoose  renued  to  ordw  the 
yeaa  and  nays;  and  the  amendment  <tf  Hr. 
Glattok  was  then  negatiTed. 

Mr.  Lswia  moved  an  amendment,  providing 
that  after  the  acceptance  of  the  amended  char- 
ter, it  should  not  be  lawftd  for  the  bank  to  take 
more  than  five  per  cent  upon  loans  or  dis- 
counts ;  which  was  briefly  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Lewis  and  Doddbidoe,  and  was  lost — yeas  88, 
nays  108. 

Mr.  GuLTTON  moved  a  proviso  that  nothing 
in  this  act  be  construed  to  restrain  the  incoti>o- 
ration  of  another  bank,  or  banks,  by  Congress ; 
which  was  lost  without  a  division. 

Mr,  MoKat  moved  a  provision  that  the  cashier 
of  the  bank  shall  report  to  the  treasurer  of  each 
State  wherein  branches  are  located,  the  amount 
of  capital  stock  owned  by  foreigners,  and  the 
brancnes  shall  pay  upon  their  proportion  of  such 
■tock,  according  to  the  capital  assigned  them, 


[Jvur,  ISSS. 

into  the  State  Treasuries  req)eetivijy  the  same 
rate  of  tax  aa  is  aasessed  on  the  stock  of  State 
banks. 

This  Novision  was  discussed  lUmn.  Ibo- 
on,  MoKat,  and  Bmoia,  and  was  lost — yeas  70, 
nai^  101. 

Mr,  Hawxs  moved  an  amendmoit  that  flie 
charter  be  not  extended  for  a  period  exceeding 
ten  years ;  wbtofa  was  lost  without  a  ^vision. 

Mr.  HoBK  moved  a  proviso  that  no  director, 
or  officer  of  the  bank,  should  vote  at  any  elec- 
tion in  behalf  of  other  stockholders,  by  virtue 
of  proxy ;  nor  should  any  proxy  to  any  person 
be  valid  for  a  period  excee£ng  tiiirfy^^  after 
it  was  0vea.  Thto  was  lost  wiuiont  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  HowABD  was  frioidly  to  the  bank,  and 
di<mld  probacy  vote  for  its  recharter ;  but  he 
was  convinced  that  it  was  ii^nrioos  to  its  trae 
Intereets  to  press  HiSm  UH  tattba  at  tiiia  time. 
He  moved  to  lay  the  VS&  and  the  amendments 
on  the  table ;  wbtdi  was  n«gadTed~y«u  8S, 
nays  104. 

After  the  vote  was  declared, 

Hr.  MoDrvFix  rose,  and  rei^uested  the  fHmds 
of  tile  bank  to  remain  in  their  seats,  and  vote 
down  all  the  amendments  that  might  be  offered 
to  the  amendment  he  had  proposed,  as  it  was 
obvious  they  were  offered  merel^r  ^vt  delqr.  It 
was  highly  important  that  the  mU  be  now  £s- 
posedof. 

Mr.  F.  TaovAB  moved  an  addition  cf  $250,000 
to  the  bonus  proposed  by  the  VSR  as  it  eame 
from  the  Senate.  TUawasnegatived— yeas  78, 
nays  109. 

Mr.  CouLm  moved  a  provincm  that  m  Joint 
Gommittee  be  annually  appointed,  to  be  ccm- 
poeed  of  one  member  of  the  Senate,  and  two 
members  of  the  House,  whose  duty  it  dioold 
be  to  visit  and  thoroughly  exsmine  the  tranBso- 
tions  of  the  bank,  and  report  a  statemrat  of 
their  doings,  and  of  the  ratnation  of  the  bank, 
to  GongresB ;  upon  which  report  (if  unfavorable) 
Gongrees  ^ould  have  the  nght  of  pasdug  a  law 
repMling  the  charter  of  the  oank. 

Mr.  G.  advocated  this  provisioB  at  loigtiL 
It  had  been  found  necessary  in  Fesmnrlvuia 
to  insert  a  oon£tlcm  of  repeal  in  the  bank  dni^ 
tera  granted  by  the  States.  He  had  been  in- 
formed that  saoh  was  tiie  recent  praotioe  in 
New  York  and  in  other  States. 

The  proposition  was  rejected. 

Hie  question  was  taken  on  Hr.  MoDupFnE^ 
amendment,  (expunging  that  clause  of  the  bill 
which  restricted  the  number  of  branches  in  any 
one  State  to  twoj  and  was  agreed  to  withonta 
division. 

Mr.  NoTXS  Barbxb  then  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question ;  which  demanded  was  sustsmed 
— ^yesB  86,  nays  64. 

Mr.  RmoHKB  demanded  the  yeas  and  n^oo 
the  previous  question ;  which  were  wdered. 

Cm  tfiis  question—**  Shall  the  main  qneeto 
be  now  putV  "  the  yeas  were  8S,  nays  OB. 

So  the  House  dedded  that  the  main  tpm>- 
ti(»i  should  not  thai  be  put. 
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Hr.  Vnwrnt  then  rose  to  move  a  twaua&etA- 
Hon  of  this  vote ;  when 
The  Hoose  a^joDrned. 


Bank  0/  the  United  Statet. 

The  qnesUon  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
ISsBcsR  to  reconsider  the  vote  "bj  which  the 
Honse  had  on  the  preTions  night  refused  to 
allow  the  previous  question  to  be  tiien  pat, 

ISi.  Out  moved  to  lay  Kr.  U.'s  motion  on 
ttie  table ;  but  consented  to  withdraw  thftt  mo- 
tion npon  tho  reqoesi  of 

Ifr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  who  made  an 
explanation  respecting  the  manner  in  whiob  be 
had  voted  jestordaj,  and  advocated  the  recon- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Out  now  renewed  bis  motion  to  laj  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Mxboss  on  the  taUe. 

After  varions  inqnixies  in  relation  to  order 
had  been  pat  to  the  Ohair,  and  answered, 

The  question  on  laying  the  motion  to  reoon- 
uder,  Ab.,  on  the  table,  was  put,  uid  oarried — 
yeas  80,  nays  62. 

Mr.  X^Bwis,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  seventh  section  of  the  bill,  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  a  provision  that  the  bank  shoold  not 
take  a  higher  rato  of  interest  on  ita  loons  or  dis- 
counts than  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  Thomson,  of  Ohio,  cBenA  the  lollowing 
as  an  amendment : 

"A  tax  not  exceeding  eight  per  cent,  on  the 
dividend  annaally  collected  and  declared,  irhich  tax 
shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  each  State  in 
wUch  said  bank  shall  make  discoiints,  either  by 
itself  or  its  branches,  in  proportioQ  to  the  amount 
of  dividends  ooDeoted  in  each  State ;  which  8«^d  tax 
shall  be  pud  on  tho  4th  da;  of  If  arch  in  each  year, 
during  the  term  vf  fifteen  years ;  and  a  statement 
of  the  amount  so  paid  by  the  bank  shall  be  made  by 
the  president  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States  on  or  before  the  Ist  da; 
of  April  in  each  of  the  fifteen  years  aforesud." 

Mr.  Deabbobn  thereupon  moved  the  previous 
question ;  which  was  seconded — ^yeas  94. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Shall  the  mun  queetaon  be  now  put  ? " 
and  dedded  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  aJfflrmative 
—96  to  69. 

The  main  qnestion  was  th«i  stated  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  read  a  tldrd  time,  and  dedded 
hy  yeas  and  na^s  as  followa : 

Tub.— Messrs.  Adams,  0.  Allen,  H.  ACen,  AU- 
BOn,  Appleton,  Annstroii^,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Bab- 
cock,  ^aks,  N.  Barber,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Barringer, 
Barstov,  I.  0.  Bates,  Bfiggs,  Bucher,  Bollard,  Bard, 
Boj^s,  Choate,  Collier,  L.  Condict,  S.  Condit, 
E.  Cooke,  B.  Cooke,  Cooper,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Craig, 
Crane,  Crawford,  Crelghton,  Daniel,  J.  Dans,  Dear- 
bom,  Denny,  Dewart,  Doddridge,  Drayton,  Ells- 
worth, 6.  EvaoB,  J.  Srans,  £.  Everett,  H.  Everett, 
Ford,  Gilmore,  GrenneU,  Hodges^  Hester,  Horn, 
Hughes,  Eantington,  Ihrie,  logersoU,  Irnn,  Isaoks, 
Jenifer,  Kendall,  H.  Kio^  Kerr  Letcher,  Hami, 
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Marshall,  Maxwell,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKennan, 
Mercer,  HUligan,  l^ewton,  Pearoe,  Pendleton, 
Htcher,  Potts,  Baado^h,  J.  Reed,  Boot,  Rnssel, 
Semmes,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Slade, 
Smith,  Soathard,  Spence,  3tanberry,  Stephens, 
Stewart,  Storra,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  F.  Thomas, 
Tompkins,  Tracy,  Vance,  Yerplaiick,  Yinton, 
Washington,  Watmon^  E.  Whittlesey,  F.  Whit- 
tlesey, E.  D.  White,  Wieklillb,  Wmiams,  Young — 
106. 

NxTS. — Messrs.  Adair,  Alexander,  Anderson, 
Archer,  J.  Bates,  Beardsley,  Bell,  Bergen,  Bethune, 
James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bouck,  Bonldin,  Branch, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Chandler,  Cbinn,  Claiborne,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Coke,  Conner*  W.  R.  Davis,  Dayan,  Doable- 
day,  Felder,  Fitzgerald,  Foster,  Gtuther,  Gordon, 
Griffin,  T.  H.  HaU.  W.  Hall,  HammonS,  Harpfer, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hoilinan,  Hoga^  Holland,  Howard, 
Hubbwd,  JarviB,  Cave  Johnson,  uvanagh,  Kennon, 
A.  Ring,  J.  King,  Lamar,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lewi^ 
Lyon,  Mardis,  Mason,  McCarty,  Mclntire,  McKay, 
Mitchell,  Ifewnan,  Nuckolls,  Fatten,  Fierson,  Folk, 
E.  C.  Reed,  Bencher,  Roane,  Soule,  Speight,  Stan- 
^fer,  F.  Thomas,  W.  Thompson,  J.  Thomson,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Wheeler,  C.  F.  White, 
WUde,  Worthington— 64. 

Mr.  Beardsley  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to 
make  way  for  a  motion  liaX  the  bill  receive  its 
third  reading  this  day. 

Hf .  BsBD,  of  New  Xork,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nars  on  this  notion ;  which  being  ordered 
and  taken,  the  role  was  Bospended— yeas  124, 
nays  60. 

Mr.  DsASBOBH  moved  the  previous  qneatlon ; 
which  being  seconded  by  a  m^orlty  of  the 
House, 

Mr.  Boinjim  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  previous  question;  wlddi  being  taken, 
stood — yeas  109,  nays  76. 

80  the  previous  question  was  ordered. 

The  main  qnestion  was  then  accordingly  put, 
"  Shall  this  bill  pass  f "  and  was  deoidecT  in 
the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays  as  foUow»-> 
yeas  107,  nn^s  86. 

80  the  biU  was  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Senate  as  amOHled. 

Mr.  J.  8.  Baxboub  having  been  called  ontlbr 
a  few  minutes  on  representative  dnty,  and  htAng 
thereby  absent  when  the  question  was  pnt, 
requested  leave  to  record  his  vote. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Davis  said  he  was  similarly  oir- 
onmstanoed ;  but  leave  was  refused  to  both. 

•   


Wii>SBn>AT,  July  4. 
Puilio  Lands. 
Mr.  Lbwis  Oondict  moved  that  the  Honse 
reconsider  the  vote  of  yestorday  by  which  "  tiie 
act  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  tiie  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  pnblio  lands,  and  for 
granting  lands  to  certain  States,"  was  postponed 
until  the  first  Mond^  in  December  next ;  and 
after  a  pall  of  the  House,  and  the  qnestion  being 
taken  thereon,  the  Honse  reftised  to  reconsider 
the  vote— yeas  88,  ni^a  100. 

The  remainder  of  tins  day's  sitting  was  roent 
on  the  qaarantane  bill,  and  various  pension  MUg. 
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lb.  DuTRnr,  flrom  a  m^orttr  of  0»  eom- 
ndttM  appolntM  to  loqaira  wmther  nn  Kt- 
tampt  TM  nude  1»r  the  ute  Seoretsry  of  War, 
John  H.  Eaton,  frandnlentl;^  to  ^ve  Saninel 
Houston,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  ow- 
oemed  with  said  Honston,  a  contract  for  snp- 
plying  rations  to  emigratiitg  Indians,  made 
a  report  aooompaukd  with  the  following  reso- 

Xitolmd,  That  John  H.  Stoo,  the  l&te  Secretary 
of  Wu,  and  Seinnel  Honiton,  do  stud  eDUrelr 
aeqnltted,  in  tha  Jadnnent  of  this  House,  from  sU 
bapaUdon  of  fVsod,  ^tber  committed,  or  attempted 
to  be  eoBUnitted  tbam,  or  hy  either  of  them,  in 
anj  matter  rtlati&g  to,  or  cmmeoted  with,  the 
pnDibee. 

Bwlvtdy  That  all  the  eTldeoce  which  was  sab* 
mitted  to  the  committee,  together  with  the  journal 
of  their  proceedlDgs,  be  aooexed  to,  and  recorded 
with,  this  report;  wliich  report  was  read,  and  the 
deouBents  therewith  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PviUe  liui  Dof—Chchra. 

The  following  joint  resolation  from  the  Senate 
baring  had  its  first  and  second  reading,  coming 
on  ita  last  reading,  viz : 

BttelBtd  bv  tht  SetuU  aiut  S<mae  <^  RtfirttiUa- 
(tvM  of  tk*  UnitMd  StattM  of  Amtriea  in  Conffreu 
amtmSM,  That  a  Jdnt  committee  of  both  Honsea 
wait  on  the  Preddent  of  the  United  SUtea,  and 
request  that  he  recommend  a  day,  to  be  detonated 
hy  Um,  of  pablio  fanmlUation,  pnyer,  and  natiag, 
to  be  obaerred  br  the  people  of  the  United  States 
with  religfoos  solemnity,  and  with  ferrent  sapplica- 
tloDS  to  Almighty  God  that  He  will  be  graciously 
jdMsed  to  continue  His  blesdngs  upon  our  country, 
and  that  He  wiU  avert  from  It  the  A^tio  scourge 
whieh  has  resohed  onr  b<Rden ;  or  11^  in  the  du- 
pensatiODi  of  Bis  prorldenoe,  we  are  not  to  be 
•aenpted  from  the  calandty,  that,  through  His 
bouDuAd  naiey,  Its  Mrerity  may  be  mitigated,  and 
ita  dnratiui  shortened— 

Mr.  Plttvicu  said  that  he  oonid  not  agree  to 
(Ui  resolatlra.  There  vaa  no  gentleman  in 
that  House,  not  a  professor  of  religion,  who 
entertained  a  higher  respect  for  it  than  himself. 

He  wproved  of  the  practice  of  fasting,  yid 
thoQght  it  was  highly  proper  that  days  uionid 
oooasionaUy  be  set  apart  for  fasting  hamilia- 
tion,  and  prayer ;  bat  he  did  not  think  that  the 
aothorities  of  the  coon  try  had  any  thing  to  do 
with  matters  of  this  kind.  He  did  not  find  in 
the  oonstitation  any  power  conferred  on  the 
President  to  appoint  a  day  for  snch  a  porpoee. 
He  knew  that  it  had  been  contended  that  what 
waa  now  asked  fnm  the  Exeontive  was  not  an 
authoritative  order,  but  ^ply  a  recommenda- 
tion. That  waa  nry  trae ;  out  it  waa  also  tme 
that  such  a  reoonunendatiMi,  proceeding  in  the 
form  of  a  prodamaHon  from  the  Chief  Magi*, 
trate,  woold  oome  to  the  people  clothed  in  Ezec- 
vSxn  anthori^.  Were  ft  othenria^  tlie  whole 


[Jolt,  isas. 

proceedii^  would  be  nugatory.  The  EzeoatiTe 
was  askeoto  set  apart  and  ^ipoint  a  day  to  he 
ohserrod  throoghoat  the  nati<m.  It  had  been 
fhrther  oratenaed  that  there  were  preoedents 
far  such  a  reoraunendaUon.  lb..  P.  had  care- 
fblly  examined  the  precedents  on  record,  and 
all  he  oonld  find  wai^  a  recommendation  ^t 
the  several  States  set  apart  days  of  fitsting  and 
prayer.  There  was  no  precedent  to  he  xonnd 
of  any  application  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
the  lYesident  of  the  United  States  to  make  any 
sDcb  appointment,  and  he  hoped  it  would  noi 
now  be  done  for  the  first  time.  Admitting  that 
the  approach  of  snch  a  calamity  open  onr  hor- 
dera  did  make  it  obligatory  to  iqppoint  snch  a 
day,  still  there  existed  a  stronger  reason  why 
this  resolntion  onght  not  to  be  adopted.  There 
waa  something  in  the  time  and  in  the  circum- 
atance^  which  rendered  it  hi^dr  indeooroaa 
topaesn.  The Hoose  had  all  seen  m  the  piqien 
the  <^»lnion  expressed  hy  the  Execntive  brandi 
of  the  Goremment,  that  the  conatitntion  gave 
him  no  power  to  make  any  snch  appointment. 
With  snch  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Frerident  before  them,  Mr.  P.  asked  if  it  woold 
be  expedient,  if  it  was  respectftil,  if  it  was  de- 
oorons  on  the  part  of  that  Honse  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  ask  the  Prendent  to  do  that  which 
he  had  pnblicly  declared  it  as  his  opinim  that 
he  had  no  constitntional  power  to  do.  "Every 
one  knew  that  the  President  was  a  sworn  officer ; 
yet  goiUemen  were  now  in  fiiTor  of  asking  him, 
after  he  had  taken  an  oath  to  ohserve  the  ctm- 
stitntitni.  to  do  an  aot  which  he  declared  to  be 
agunst  the  ocmstitatifHi.  There  was  alaolnUn 
papers  an  ezpresdMi  of  opinion  by  the  Exeen- 
Uve  (tf  one  oi  the  States,  which  set  forth  the 
reasons  why  snch  an  aot  woold  be  against  the 
spirit  of  the  constitntion.  The  reasons  there 
given  by  the  Governor  of  New  Y(»^  most,  he 
shonld  think,  be  snfflcient  to  oanviooe  any  me 
that  the  Executive  Magistrate  had  no  such 
power.  Mr.  P.  conoloded  by  saying  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  take  np  the  time  of  the  House,  hot 
considered  it  due  to  himself  to  say  thns  mnch 
in  vindication  of  the  vote  he  waa  abont  to 
give. 

Mr.  Dbubobk,  in  reply  to  the  remark  of 
Mr.  FLmufnt,  that  no  preosdoit  was  to  he 
fimnd  for  snch  a  measure  as  wasnow  pnMposed, 
read  to  that  gentleman,  and  to  the  Boose, 
a  re8oIati<m  pused  by  Congress  in  161S, 

Sointiog  a  committee  to  wait  npon  tha  Presi- 
ent,  and  re^nest  him  to  ^>point  a  day  <^  fittt> 
ing,  humiliation,  and  prayer.  He  then  read  to 
him  another  resolntion  of  a  similar  tenor,  passed 
in  1814 ;  and  referred  him  to  a  third,  aaopted 
at  the  close  of  the  last  war,  for  a  committee  to 
request  the  President  to  appoint  a  day,  of  general 
thanksgiving.  Itr.  D.  considered  the  measora 
as  neither  indeoorons  nor  inexpedient.  If  em 
a  measure  of  this  description  was  fit  nd 
becoming,  it  certainly  was  so  at  a  jonotore  She 
the  present ;  and  he  hoped  that  no  gentleman 
woold  olgeot  to  so  reasonable  and  beoomiitt  an 
aot  aa  the  request  for  a  di^  of  stdemn,  refigioaa 
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hamiliation,  with  a  view  to  avert  a  great 
natioDal  calamltT'. 

Kr.  Batks  moved  to  lay  the  resolotioa  on  the 
table. 

Ur.  WmriLsasT  demanded  the  yeas  and 
uaja ;  which  wen  taken,  and  stood— yeas  46, 
n^8  91. 

So  the  Honse  refiued  to  lay  the  raBcdiititm  cm 
tlie  table. 

Mr.  Bbsd,  of  ICassachiuetta,  expreBmng  Um- 
Belf  &vorabIe  to  the  resdntion,  out  strongly 
opposed  to  having  it  debated,  moved  the  pre- 
Tioos  question ;  bnt,  on  request,  consented  to 
withdraw  the  motion, 

Ur.  Bell,  with  a  view  to  obviate  tiie  objec- 
tions which  were  felt  to  the  resolntion  in  Its 
present  form,  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  the 
words  "  if  in  his  opinion  it  is  proper." 

The  CuAiB  reminded  Hr.  Bill  that  it  was  not 
in  order  in  the  Honse  to  amend  a  Joint  resolution 
in  its  present  stage. 

Hr.  BsLL,  of  Tennessee,  thereupon  moved 
that  the  resolution  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  instmctloQS  to  amend  the  resoltttion  in  tiie 
following  manner : 

Strike  out  the  words  "a  Joint  Oommittee  of 
I>oth  Houses  of  Congress  wait  upon  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  i^equest  that  he 
recommend,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  that 
"  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  this  month,  be  recom- 
mended to  the  peo|^  at  the  United  States  to  be 
observed,"  &c. 


HoKDAT,  July  D. 
Piaiia  Hut  Day. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  connderation  of  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate,  respecting  a  day  of 
homiliation,  fasting,  and  prayer. 

After  a  protracted  and  somewhat  angry  de- 
bate, mainly  on  points  of  order,  the  subjeot  was 
disposed  of  by  committing  the  resolution  to  a 
Select  Oommittee  (Messrs.  Bbli.  Yibton,  and 
Run)  with  instraotions  to  amuid  by  inserting 
the  2d  of  August. 

KoKiUT,  Jnly  16,  6  A.  U. 

A  committee  was,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Polk, 
appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  that,  unless  he 
may  have  wner  communications  to  mske  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  they  are  ready  to 
a^onm. 

Shortly  after  which,  Hr.  Pole  and  Mr.  Fan>- 
LAT,  as  uie  committee,  proceeded  to  the  Fred- 
dent,  and  having  returned,  Mr.  Polk  oommnni- 
cated  to  the  House  tJiat  they  bad  wilted  ao* 
cordingly  on  the  President,  who  informed  them 
that  he  had  no  other  message  or  oommuuication 
to  ma^e  to  the  Honse ;  an^  on  motion, 

The  House  thereafter  immediately  a^oriMd. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX  TO  VOL.  XI. 


A 

drta»  t^. 

AsAix,  JOHH,  B«pre8eDtatiTfl  from  Eentndcr,  fiSS. 

AsAMS,  Joax,  Letter  to  Uutlu  TVaBbington  on  the  remoral 
of  WMlifBgtoB'B  reiuiu,  088. 

Adau,  JoBir  QuixoT,  B«preceQt«tlTe  from  HI— nrlmtrtti, 
888;  on  SbTwyla  tlw  Dlatrict  of  Golnxubk. MO ;  on 
the  vportloiiiimit  bill,  inS-Cn ;  on  the  Booth  Cuottu 
<3>lins,  897 ;  on  sabseriUn^  Ibr  the  Beglster  of  Debate*, 
TM;  onth«TutffbUl,741;  onkdftyof  lSuttQg,749;  onre- 
ohwtMiug  the  Bank,  T48.  B^Ini»x^-t<i^%,%y^t,%%,Vi. 

AsiJO,  BOBUT  tt,  dooeeae  o(  128. 
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Aiui^  CuxLiOH,  B^piWBtitlTe  from  Kentnekr,  S88. 
JJttffi(Ute6,jFli>r6iffn.—S64Tndta,r<>il;  ilao, /ndM,  roU. 
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AuMH,  EoBuT,  BeprosentfttlTO  frmn  VligtBln,  888.  Su  /fl- 

dm,  Tou.  a,  T,  0,  la 

Allmov,  Bo  but,  BepreeentatlTe  from  Fann^raaU,  888. 
AiiuUaMutd.—S»»  Zndm^  toL  0. 

T.8,8. 

Jmy  ifordfo't  jffbrM.— In  the  Honse,  a  bill  to  malu  oom- 

peBsitloBforcoiulderod,07O.  Ae/«d«a!^Tola.l,%8^4,e. 
Ajtobsor,  Jobk,  BepreientnllTe  from  lUu,  C88.  iSM 

doA  TOk.  8. 8,  lOi 
Awwmw,  Jon,  the  ease  o^  Mf  /wfeai^  toL  6,  Bribery. 
Amst*  Wnuuf      BepmentatlTe  from  Hew  York,  688 ; 

OB  Ob  BnflUo  and  Kew  Orieam  load,  16;  on  tha  lalt 

Ai^,88;  oKttMdalmsoribBKm,SOS;  on  the  ooadnot 

of  the  Bank,  8S&  Ae /ndM,  toL  10. 
Anunov,  Natbui,  BepreeentatlTe  from  Haaauhiuetts, 

088;  on  rolnlninm  daUaB,  6H;  on  the  ledncUon  of 

dnllM,  TOl. 

Appotmim*nU,  Ek«<MUi>«.—S44  Indtee,  toL  K. 
4BPflrtia— wML-Jm  SaUe  nf  JUprtttniaUom. 


Approprtaaoiu.-~lu  tbs  Senate,  the  US  ewridmtll; 
two  latt  jem  of  Adanu'  BdrainlstratlMi  anpinJ 
flnttwo  or  Jaduon,  S58;  lncTcaae,2H;  uotlKriiid 
committee  needed,  9S8;  amendmenlt,  SST;  W  mt 
third  time,  857 ;  no  fBtention  to  fanpota  Utme  UC» 
gresa  for  their  inteiftreooe  wltii  aurj  tMtnat,16:  itt 
wbo]e  p«rt7  reeponalble  for  the  acta  of  tkdtiii^ 
tntb>B,MS;  !■  the  AdmlalMntien  to  be  Baling 
Bible  for  the  mnltlpUoBtlonvf  pcndamT  4M. 

iiaOan  to  aUke  ont  the  oolflttenUilBrto  two. 
4tt;  conno  of  the  Uat  AdnrfnUtrattoa,  VI;  Am- 
trenohment  report,  449;  erary  promlM  aod  fitUa 
made  b;  the  praoent  pai^  la  not  <ntj  isdba  is 
forgotten,  400;  removals  from  offlee,  1Si\  bo«  bm 
they  redeemed  tha  pled^  of  retrenduncDt!  til; 
"book"  aaaerta  tha  seoa«l^  <tf  aboltabfav  Oi  o^ 
•  tlngentftaDd  for  IIdHlolu^  481 ;  azpeBfitimtffitlKi 
atxyeert,  461;  cMe  dtad  by  the  B«iiatMNo6(«eh 
488;  dbtlnetloB  In  the  oaee  of  the  ontSt  t*  Tmt. 
46S ;  ezpendltnrea  of  the  preaent  and  iiit  lii^ 
tntloB,4n;  oomparlBOB,  488;  thb Admlnlitiiiivi ka 
out  np  the  ajstem  of  Internal  ImpnTKaasli  u 
roota,  488;  haTO  the  pnbUo  expenditarea  bta  ^ 
lahedt  468;  no  Pioaldeot  ahovU,  doiiat  Ik  nM 
flJ!  •  TMucy  whleh  ooemrod  duriaf  tb  indi^fit: 
nflmdproTldad  to  meet  the  ezpenae  of  acntfaf*?. 
4M;  dngnlaromlaalon  on  the  partof  Caip«H<ini( 
'WaahIngton'BadmlBistmtIoB,4M;  povnnf  tkFia- 
dent  over  the  oontingent  Aind  abfolate,  ;  Eifolhi 
reapondble  for  the  exponeee  of  hla  ailmliiiitnii«i,<i(' 
estimate  o;  541.  jSm /ndaaii  toU.  1,2,1,  I.i 
Abghbb,  WnxiAH  8.,BcpreaantstirefromTlisiBii^S;a 
thaabsenoaof  theSpMker,«0;  antheTntkUidA 
848;  onanilnktartoColomblaittS;  OBtbaesaKiiH 
wlthFrane^T08i  on  tbo  coDTaaHoB  wBh  ftaaccC: 
on  a  day  of  bating,  T44.  fiM/wI*^T<da.iT,E,(l± 
Ardsnt  e^MU  4*  fta  Jfavy.—SM  /iwba^  toL  IOl 
^rjfcanetM  TJnritory.— iSM  Jmien,  toI  6,  7Vril«riia 
Artatuat  TTeKarw  AMMwfarv.—^  toIi.  i 
ABHffFBOiia,  WiLuaK,  BepreaentatlTe  fiom  Ylipalh  8^ 

£a«A(fa^Ttds.8,9, 10. 
Armorjf,  Wutmi.—Si*Jmdta,-vQLS, 
Armr.-St»  ImOm,  Tola.  1, 8, 4,  ^  T,  la 
Army  D«»ir1t<M,pr«MiUlMt^.^-Si»Mm,-nLt,ail' 

deta,  ToL  9,  StfrUon. 
Abxoui,  TnoKU      B^ireaentatlTa  ftm  Vnewl^' 

on  the  apportionment  bill,  St% 
AaatBT,  WiLUAM  R,  EepreeentaUre  from  IDxMut » 
jlaaa«tt  o»  Oe  JV««fdM<'a  <Sbefvtarv— £m  AM 
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Baboook,  "Wnuttt,  B^VMOitatlT*  Urau  Hnr  Tori:,  888. 
Bmlt,  HomnoT,  choaen  doorkvepa  of  the  Beiut«,  8H. 
■Catowm  Itania^Su  Indeas,  toL  V. 
SaMmort  a»d  Ohio  BaUroad.—SM  Indma,  roL  10. 
AMnm  and  WaMagton  BailroaAi—Jji  tho  Home,  k  bill 

nlatlT«to,Goi«Ua>ed,819;  nm>rks,SI0;  motion  to oon- 

cnr  In  tha  ■TimdnMBti  of  Hw  Banite^  888;  «iilod,8S8. 
£ank  ^jnttfjotuL— Eztnots  fMm  oonmranieitlaBiof  Lord 

of  tho  l^uMuij,  IBaltteri,  Ae,  wUMto  to,  1S& 
Ami  ^fiU  i5bxt««.— In  the  Honee,  resoIntioBi  nU- 

tlTO  to,  MDildered,  T2;  motion  to  Ij^  on  tho  table,  TS; 

CMTted,T«. 

Jgon^THmoaliifC^arUr^laiiit  Seiuito^OMMdntion 
nUtlTeto,  eonddered,I48;  JiutUtoitlonforbilBglDgfbr- 
wud  the  qneetlon  u  this  time,  148;  the  cMtdnst  of  tha 
iMmk audita tHeiMla,lMi  aaw«fpiiUlodBtr,14A;  pn- 
eaodlngB  In  tho  SngUab  Parilamant,  146;  tatiatt  from 
Blr  Hny  PamalTa  ^poaA,  MB;  ^peaah     Mr.  Hame, 

UB;afEdwaidMle6,ltf;ofBlrWllUMnPaltaiwrtlA 
Banaml  olfjeeted  to  because  the  hank  la  an  tnstltntlon 
too  great  and  poverftal  to  be  tolerated  In  a  goTomment 
of  free  and  equal  lawB,14S;  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land to  lb.  Pitt,  146;  the  tendencies  of  the  bank  are 
dangerona,  and  peraldona  to  the  govenunent  and  the 
people,  147;  the  ezolnalTe  privileges  and  antt-npubllean 
monopoly  which  It  glvca  to  flw  atoeUudders,  148; 
the  namlC^  eradlt^  and  lerannea  of  the  Unitod  Btatea 
gtvan  toltfltf ;  power  to  pay  flia  rerannes  of  tlia  Uni- 
ted States  In  their  own  notes,  149 ;  balances  In  the  bank, 
148-lBO;  Iqjnrj  aitalng  to  the  TTnlted  States  hj  nncom- 
pensated  miinnNt  of  pnblla  monej',  161 ;  statement,  IBl ; 
It  has  power  to  (Usoredlt  and  disparage  the  notes  of  all 
Other  banks  by  ezolndlng  them  from  the  eolleotion 
of  tha  rerenue,  161;  power  to  hold  real  estate,  r»- 
oalTO  rant^  and  retain  ■  body  of  ptwaauL  j,  1(B;  whatb 
the  etbot  of  thla  vaat  capadtyf  168;  power  to  deal  In 
pawns,  merohandlsa,  and  bills  of  exchange,  164;  to  ea- 
tabUsh  hranehes  In  the  dlfTerent  States  without  their 
consent,  a&d  In  deflanee  of  their  resistance,  164 ;  exemp- 
tion of  the  atookkoldars  fNon  Indlvldaal  liability  on  the 
lUlare  of  tha  bank,  165;  to  have  tha  Vnited  States  for  a 
partner,  105 ;  eztraot  from  the  q^eedi  of  Blr  WUUam 
Fnlteaey,  1S6 ;  to  haTa  flwatgnofl  tat  partnen,  106 ; 
ezamptbn  from  doe  eonraa  of  l»w  tor  violations  of  Its 
charter,  16T ;  to  hare  all  these  nqjnst  priTllegee  secured 
to  the  corporation  as  a  monopoly  by  a  pledge  of  the 
pnbllo  lUth  to  charter  no  other  bank,  16T ;  eorrospond- 
anoa  between  tho  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  Ac,  and  tha 
Goramor  of  the  Bank  of  £n^^d,  168;  Ihto  of  that 
1w]ik,U9;  examples  of  thoae  mlnUten  considered,  160 ; 
this  bank  Is  an  Institution  too  ooatly  and  ezpenaiye  for 
the  Am^oan  people  to  keop  up,  100;  direct  axpanaai 
of  tke  bank,  UO;  tax  ot  inS,  100;  other  polntt  not 
tondied,  161 ;  lesre  to  Introdooa  the  resolution  revised, 
1«1. 

JlUgal  Ourrtneg.—Ja  the  Senate,  leave  to  bring  in  a 
TMOlutlon  declaring  Its  currency  Illegal,  aaked,  884; 
.reasons,  864; 'the  resolution  expresses  its  own  otject, 
304;  tbe  enrrency  arraigned,  864;  decidon  of  the  court, 
alBrmtDg  the  legally  of  Qils  euirency,  860;  substance 
of  t^a  dedalon,  860;  the  aootlon  rtftrred  to  la  a  mara 
prorfitoii  to  puidah  tha  vloIaUon  of  ezWlDgrli^ti,  880; 
Its  object,  806 ;  U  this  view  doubted  T  866 ;  the  19tk  sec- 
tlra  of  the  ehartor,  860;  second  ground  upon  which  the 
oourt  relied  Is  the  8th  article  of  the  chatter,  866;  what 
la  tha  meaning  of  the  articled  866;  thioe  apcdflo 
objections  to  the  conatmetio]!  of  the  oonrt,  860;  It 
lamaM  that  thaao  ordan  arp  oontrMti,  SOT;  ttwe  w- 


ders  are  azdnded  from  all  ravanoa  payments  to  tha 
ITnltod  Btatea,  807 ;  polnta  of  IneompatlUUtr  batweaa 
Oh  onmBej'  and  tho  ntnliwMata  of  tho  ehartar,  MT; 
thaaa  oidm  emmot  lerTo  for  oaneney  boemaa  Ottj  an 
anl^oot  to  the  law  of  endonable  paper,  868;  being  once 
paid  they  an  doue  with,  808;  not  evidenced  by  utf 
tlgn  that  ean  bind  the  corponte  efliacta  Ibt  p^ment, 
809;  they  are  not  drawn  in  tha  oorpMuto  name  of  the 
bank,  809;  law  on  this  point,  809 ;  case  of  King  vs.  Bigg, 
809;  potnta,  870;  reasons  (br  the  Invention  of  thiM 
branch  bank  orders,  871;  nsrratlTeoflhotB,8n;  Chaaroa' 
nffort  to  HiootoBUuMmiiSn;  BUMIo'b  lopgi^  871; 
Impedlmenti  under  whleh  the  bank  •oArad  under  Mr, 
Cheevee,  878. 

This  currency  ought  to  be  anpproMod,  8TS;  Its  IQagal- 
itj  Justifies  its  suppression,  878 ;  Its  pemleioai  etmae- 
quencee,  874;  these  orders  are  not  payable  In  the  States 
where  iaeued,  874;  nota  new  thing,  874;  impoverlahlng 
to  the  Statas  vtaare  Ime^  ST4;  ■katcmaataof  thabaak, 
9^4;  thacnMoaaf  thawwdanladatai^ngthacoantij 
with  comttcrfUt^  STO;  power  gnatcd  br  OongnH  to 
tha  bank,  876. 

OplnlMi  of  the  oonrt  reltorad  to  abora^  8TT ;  »t  a 
syllsbla  prohibitory  of  theaa  ordera  Is  to  be  found  In 
the  act  of  Ineorpontlon,  877;  powers  granted  In  the  7th 
section  of  the  charter,  876;  the  general  reaaonlng aane- 
tloned  by  the  letter  of  the  charter,  818;  these  orders  are 
dMcribed  In  the  18lh  lectfam  of  the  chartei^  and  pro- 
tected as  legal,  87& 

BeeolutloaB  propoalng  Inquiry  wUA  woald  aflsot  the 
property  of  fndlTldoals  should  be  introduced  with  oao- 
tion,  879 ;  what  effsot  would  this  Inquiry  have  upon  the 
inaUtuUouT  879. 

Two  ways  to  bring  about  the  oltJeet  In  view,  879 ;  fbr- 
thor  remarks,  879;  leave  refrised,  880;  noU,  880;  reso- 
lotions  of  inquiry  submitted,  880;  ftirthar  resolntlons 
submitted,  S81 ;  answer  to  the<»U  en  the  flearetwy  of 
aielteasuiy,8S9;  It  hadbean  snppotadall  thelmmciba* 
Issued  tills  deeerlptlDn  of  cnirency,  889;  the  amount 
does  not  exceed  five  million  dollan,  889;  ipade  drawn 
fh>m  the  West,  889;  fiwta  shown  by  tha  papers  read, 
88B;  it  ia  said  that  orders  are  sent  exclusively  to  the 
Westom  Btatea,  890;  It  U  said  the  West  la  drained 
gold  and  silver,  800 ;  does  not  the  very  Idea  <rf  a  branch 
beak  Include  the  privilege  of  these  drafts  or  orden  f  890 ; 
motion  laid  on  tha  taUa^  891. 

JMkartsf*.~-Importsn6e  of  thn  qamOm,  400;  eonnt- 
less  memorials  and  petitions,  400;  bDl  centinnea  infbree 
the  present  charter  Ibr  llfteas  years,  400;  essential  and 
paramonnt  oltjects  of  granting  the  present  ehartar,  461 ; 
manner  in  which  these  otijects  were  to  be  obtained,  401 ; 
disastrous  otmsequences  of  anbatitatlng  another  for  the 
presaat  bank,  401;  wait  until  As  documents  are  [olntsd, 
481;  Importanoe  of  going  on  with  the  dlsCTisston,  468. 

Aganqy  by  whldi  the  bsBk  ebtrter  mm  ssenrcd,  M; 
Inflnanee  of  the  bank  on  the  Interests  of  the  people  and 
the  government,  408;  as  to  Qia  ouTTan^  of  the  country, 
408;  a  sound  and  uniform  onrrency  one  of  the  great  ends 
oontemplated  In  the  oonetitotion,  464;  In  the  abaenoa 
of  the  United  States  Bank,  the  State  banks  become  tha 
regulators  of  the  currency,  404;  a  weQ  oondnoted  na- 
tional bank  has  an  eaoaadlngly  vsaftal  sad  eflbcttve 
operation  on  the  p^er-drenlatleB  of  the  oonntry,  464; 
we  en^t  rather  to  Inerssse  an!  mnltlplj  one  ncailtla% 
4<& 

Amendment  oSbied  that  no  branch  diall  be  estaUUied 
In  any  BUto  without  the  assent  of  said  Btata,  466;  and 
the  capital  subject  to  taxation,  466 ;  motion  for  a  yearly 
bonus,  406;  better  that  the  bank  should  rednoa  the  rate 
of  Intereat  on  loans  and  dlseoonts,  460;  be  Mt  by  the 
pes^406;  flve  per  cent  a        nte  fl»  nbukwia 
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aMifcadnBta(si,4M;  no  weMrify  irf  deciding  th*  qoM- 
ttoB  of  radurtar  sot,  4(7;  exluiiuted  with  th«  leogtb 
«f  tbU  MMlon,  MT;  mon  Important  ot;)«eta  thrown 
■dde  for  tblAt  4CT ;  tlma  Is  an  onflnialied  InTostlfBtion, 
W7;  ttM  dMiMon  <f  tho  tivMtlon  doM  not  belong  to  tUa 
Oai«nM^  M$;  ^  PfaddenlUl  alaetlan  at  hand,  and 
■whj  tlik  snddwi  pnwnrar  OS;  Ibo  «»lahHdiiiwnt  of 
•arenl  Ameiican  banks  In  dUhnnt  parts  of  the  Union 
to  Boperaods  this,  4W;  the  Beottish  banking  sfstem, 
488;  lUpeeiiUarexodlenoe,4M;  none  bat  oltlxeni  should 
ba  Btockholden, «». 

TV  qneatlon  hia  been  pr^Maed  to  this  Congreaa  bj 
th*  Preddant;  4T0;  whjr  was  a  daeUoa  prassad  at  the 
last  BSMion  1 470 ;  amandmest  br  a  yaarij  boana  adoidad, 
470. 

Agwndmew^  prohibiting  the  tens  of  Mlli  leas  than 
tmatj  doUan,  offered,  470;  the  precedent  In  England, 
470;  adopted,  471. 

Tlie  prapoaltlon  prohlbiUng  the  estsbUshinent  of  a 
branch  in  a  State  irtthoat  permission  eonfeta  a  power  on 
»  ttata  to  expel  the  bank  at  pleasore,  4T1 ;  what  ta  tite 
•Ijaat  ti  the  motion  T  471 ;  our  power  to  adopt  tUs 
anandmMit  donbtfiil,  471 ;  <nwbatgroaaddothaStatM 
olalm  tUa  pmrar  <tf  tsntlonf  4TS;  a  btandh  ia  bat  an 
ageuT',  47S;  tha  iwqvaU^  t€  the  opnatloB  of  tUs 
aoMndment  la  not  the  onir  ot^ectlw,  47S;  U  praeeeda 
on  a  principle  not  to  be  admitted,  47S;  on  what  ground 
does  OoDgreas  poeseaa  the  power  to  create  not  only  a 
bank,  but  a  bank  of  drcalatlonf  478^  ot^ectof  the  con- 
•tltntioa  In  reatialning  the  Btatea  from  Imlag  bills  of 
endl^  ta-,  the  araatton  of  State  banks  not  eoBSiftent 
irtth  tha  grants  and  prdifbttfanu  of  the  eonstltatlon, 

im 

Th»  powor  of  taxation  one  of  tlie  highest  attrlbnteB 
of  State  Borerelgn^,  itZ;  taxes  Imposed  bj  Alabama, 
478;  It  ta  said  a  bonns  ta  paid  to  the  general  govern- 
mant,  474;  power  of  the  States  to  create  banks  ao  long 
aoqnleeeed  In,  It  Is  too  late  to  question  It,  474;  bow  Is 
the  stock  held  bj  foreigners  to  be  considered  as  «z«npt 
lt«n  tentioii  f  47& 

Tha  aiBMtdman  la  propoaedoMbrace  two  distinct  qnsa- 
tlona,  -47B ;  arguments  against  the  power  of  taxation, 
4TB;  case  at  MoOolloch  a^nst  the  bank,  476 ;  the  prop- 
•rtj  of  the  stockholdan  a  lUr  object  of  taxation,  47S ; 
Am  power  to  Impooe  ezlsto  In  the  general  goTonunent, 
«1B;  oplnka  trf  Hamilton  that  the  States  hare  the 
pswer  of  taxation,  47S;  lawa  alraadj  passed  for  taxing 
tta  bank,  471  ;taxatlaB  bj  tha  State  <tf  (Hdo,  47«;  dr- 
atiineNTioea,  471;  banking  Inatltntlona  taxed  In  New 
Tak,47T;  thaammdment  la  dedaratoir  of  the  righta 
of  the  Bb^477;  Congress  has dotemaned  that  theaa 
branches  are  not  necessary  to  enable  the  Roremment  to 
carry  on  Its  flscal  ooncemB,477;  tUs  right  of  a  State 
resta  on  the  tame  fonodatlou  aa  the  right  to  tax  lands, 
478 ;  amendmenta  lost,  478. 

Bellas  of  amsndmrata  offered,  478 ;  first,  479 ;  objMt 
to  abolish  the  axdnrire  priTllege,  479 ;  oontrary  to  the 
gaalos  <tf  our  gOTcrament,  47t ;  origin  and  extinction  of 
this  doctrine  In  Bng^and,  479;  amendment  rejected, 
480;  second  amendment,  480;  UsUItty  of  stockholders, 
480;  r^ected,  4S0;  third  amendment,  4S0;  olflcen  of 
the  gaTemment  and  aliens  prohibited  Attm  being  stock- 
holders, 480;  reaaons,  480;  a  war  with  Orcat  Britain, 
and  oar  sinews,  or  m«iey.  In  poissiston  of  the  enemy, 
480  i  BO  axenaa  for  Inoonlac  tha  danger,  481 ;  amend- 
Ba&t  njected,  481 ;  fourth  amendment,  481 ;  currency 
payable  on  demand,  481;  amendnMUt  refected,  481; 
«hed  on  the  practice  of  drculatlug  bank  orders  aa  oms 
T«ney,489;  other  motions  In  the  SaaBte,4SS;  motion  to 
strike  out  the  bonus,  and  fix  the  rata  ot  Interest  at  flre 
paaint,48S;  Lqjurioua  to  the  bank,tho  State  banka, 


and  the  people,  48t;  tmportaneendnifdtdiitfli 
proposition,  488 ;  Is  Sto  per  cent  cdob^  te  M^saa 
the  bank  T  488 ;  effecta  deddedly  bewddil  <n 
nl^,4S>;  elfocta  on  the  State Iegiiipi[ns,ei;^ 
of  MoMA,  484;  preaent  Talae  vt  the  took  riod,  ti\ 
effect  on  a^taHst^  484;  motton  to  Mk*  ortla^W 
moODD  toaferikeontan  annaal boiaitf  VSIHim- 
what  ta  the  renewal  of  the  Astterwtrthtttk^ 
cantat  4SB;  0TldeaceB,48S;  niinu  nniiiml,«; 
9900^000  adqited,  484 ;  other  motkm  im^^  tal  ^ 
484;  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Secnlvf 
TreMnry,4S6;  rcsaons,  487;  ngnMsmut  erimti^ 
blU  passed,  488. 

r«<o.— Mesiige  from  the  FMfdsBtTCW^tbl^ 
SIS;  1la^0U;  ta^oiliaeeaf  tbsarifcc^ U; i|» 
tioH  of  tlia  Praddrat  examined,  BU;  Mnr^itftattta 
no  bank  wQl  be  eatabUshcd  wtthint  a  chugc  li  «r|ii. 
lie  eonnsela,  n4;  timefordoslagthsptsMtiuiltsK, 
614;  whence  are  to  come  the  means  {tjt^biU 
(rf  the  bank!  010;  where  the  Te^eB^Uttr Sci,Kl; 
time  this  bin  was  praasod,  K16;  u  iBpwtutdMH 
■t  hand,  Bit;  ahreya  ban  tho^  tftfUli  b 
irito  nthor  than  repel  bntgn  coital,  SU;  Mb- 
ttonalolttectlnia  eoadderad,  SU;  Osaptiritsdim- 
dent8,B17;  extracto  from  tbs  inafi,ai7;  tah 
Frestdent  r^ect  the  anthMltyof  ■Ilpneidai.niqi 
what  Issnitable  tohim,618;  heliaasiiKhtMidtT^ 
lawaa  a  private  dtlien,  SIS;  alawliasttlivtfk 
sees  fit  to  deny  Its  effect,  CIS ;  dedsion  of  Iht  irfa 
Covxt,  610;  qucattona  before  it,  SO,  SM;  nofih, 
BU ;  gnat  of  axebni'rapriTll^  mid  Is  k»M^ 
tntlMtal,  Cn ;  w«  haT«nowarrlTedstsBi«ifad,tt 

This  doeoment  admitted  by  ths  opposiliMttliM 
plain,  and  tnsc^tlble  of  only  one  tntopetitlo^B; 
It  Is  said,  mln  to  the  country  is  to  b«  lb  txxnim 
of  not  renewlttg  the  oharter,  688 ;  wlB  tb  Itia  of  si 
bank  be  any  less  at  the  and  of  thirty-fin  rtnfai 
preTlODsnwssagea  of  the  President, GH;  Khril* 
dlreeton  Intend  to  Interteain  the  deeUoB,  Si;  wdi 
OB  tha  dedsloaa  of  tha  Sapreaa  Osmt,  Bl;  Mil 
opinions  of  tha  How  on  ooBstltutknsI  fSMtaW 
the  Senate?  Bt6;  banks  In  the  District  ifsttf  a 
exdnslTe  Jurisdiction  of  CongreM,  eat  of  bj  tk^  lir 
tar,  Se6 ;  Id  esse  of  a  war  tha  bank.  If  In  uSAm.):: 
main  dependence  for  raising  money,  619L 

Experience  under  the  preeent  chuter,  EM;  in  pas 
rejecting  the  isiM  of  bills,  617;  tetenaatai* 
ttreto  paynwntatoaebanktf  toanstntfisKlft 
697;  anibsrrsssment eaaaed  by salllag  la  tbtbm' 
the  preaent  bank,  698;  the  pilM^  if  MiTfnMa 
most  compel  the  bank  to  prepare  te  lb  fiial  iBaa- 
tlon,ir  Ita  days  are  now nnmberad, iW;  tffKt<-'ta 
contraction,  SS9;  shaU  any  bank  b«  daiimi.  li 
queation,  6S9 ;  extracts  bom  the  numet^SM; 
the  Ibatuies  of  the  scheme  whiA  cat  etUis 
baUon  of  Ooremmant?  699;  whatistatotetk^ 
oonntryf  D81;  tha  veto  taaaextnerfisaiypowctn; 
hardly  racoadlabto  wUb.  the  gaolas  of  a  iqRtettM 
gorerameatiOei;  oontemplatlMief  thsCMTraMtt 
drafted  the  ooDstitntlon,  689;  no  q&estleniHNianf; 
discussed  than  the  bank,  689;  If  therebeueleAi«<^ 
Init  motive  In  the  matter,  who  have  been  MtBilftltf  5' 
689;  precedents,  688;  the  power  to  (tt^  >  1*^ 
how  dednoed,  688;  ^ecch  of  Ur.  Clay  ia  Kli^i 
tile  Interest  of  forei|Ben  to  aisbaBk,6M;  llil^u'-^ 
operation  upon  tha  totmata  of  Waitsii  ps^ »;  > 
great  mlstska,  686;  bow  were  randtlanaei  n*^ 
the  oxiatonea  of  the  bank  f  689;  pr^  th(  EiM- 
tlTa,689;  rlghtof  theFrMldenttoe«Deto(iltbaHcai 
and  scratlnUe  the  motives  ct  momben  pntatri  4**' 
686;  soma  parts  of  thla  mossaga  o^lo  cnix*9 
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•l«rm,6M;  II  |iitmilinliminliiiliiMNinir  iIImiiiiiiiimij. 

esr. 

Afnlnr  tnio  t\4  cottduet  In  the  Hoom,  »  ntola- 
ttm  mond  A>r  »  oommltiM  oriuqnliy,  8M;  If  the  bank 
■hoold  prove  lUelf  «  iMtieflt  to  the  nation,  none  would 
be  dlqwsed  to  pat  it  down,  UO;  &cti  preMot«d  ai  n 
•oit  of  Indletmen^  606;  lUt  of  aboM  worthy  of  Inquiry 
fallow  HKf ;  petltlonB  ibr  leAarter,  006;  th*  cliarin  eonll 

Tb*  flntolMgacr  liming  mto  nQUone  of  limeh 
bnkonlm  u  •  flnmne^  wuilnedim;  Ote  eliMfa 
of  amir,  007;  third,  deeUng  In  domeitle  blUi  of  ex- 
abnft  ud  dbgnfied  loam,  007 ;  fourth,  aon-iuer  of  the 
ehart«r,608;  fifth, building  (tf  hoases  to  tent,  SOS;  sixth, 
not  herlng  a  due  proportion  of  coin,  008;  ieventht 
forelgnen  voUng  fordlreeton,006;  other  eluugea,M)0; 
nndae  aecnmnlatlon  of  proxlci  In  the  handa  of  a  ttw, 
•09;  ve^eaUoB,  009;  mbiUlM  and  loaaa  dlnotly  or 
IndlrMtlr,  to  printers,  editors,  te,  UO;  diBtfutlaa  In 
aalliBgbaiaDf  •XehaDg«,OIO;  owd  nndu  and  Improper 
practleas  to  Indnee  local  banks  to  petition  Congress, 
Oil;  made  exccadre  Itanes,  Oil;  agencies  nndor  the 
dlreeUon  and  management  of  one  person  onl^,  018; 
givlDg  anthorltj  to  Btate  banks  to  discount  their  bUls, 
Olt;  oonise  of  wisdom  lelatlre  to  Uie  resolotlQii,  <1& 

Whatlstiwres^tfamf  Old;  ob>ectloa  to  illowing  the  : 
lsqnta7,<14;  hlstarjof  the  piaetlee  of  lasnlng  bills  of 
exchange  bj  the  bnncbes  on  the  motber  bank,  014; 
theM  bills  on  the  same  footing  as  branch  notesf  Oltf; 
Talldltjof  theaenotos  has  been  a^adioated,  010;  oharga 
of  a  Tloktlon  of  the  charter  ftiUj  made  oat,  010 ;  In  the 
matter  of  aaarjr,  010;  some  explanation  shoald  there- 
te«toaakedfbraiidgtTen,017;  the  anexpect«d  TMiit< 
anoa  to Qm resdntlon  snrprfslDg,  017;  no  examlnaUos 
hai  bean  made^  CIT ;  the  nnawal  of  czdodTe  powan 
■hoold  not  ba  granted  wlOost  an  examination,  fllB. 

The  rewdntlon  an  attempt  at  Indefinite  pcstponemnit, 
010;  whjrnotan  InTseUgatlon  at  anearilerdajT  019; 
action  on  the  matter,  6IS ;  rarloas  objections,  OlS ;  dela; 
In  rechartering  which  this  inreatlgatlon  may  oocadon, 
090 ;  farther  remarks,  OSO ;  the  charga  of  Issuing  (»den 
as  enrreacy,  ttl ;  not  within  the  design  of  thosa  who 
charttmd  the  iHtltntlon,  031;  nsaty  on  broken  hank 
notao  In  Ohio  and  XnitMkT',  On ;  dUbrenoe  betroen 
membem  of  OongraN  and  oUliOtta  generally  la  making 
leans,  <S9;  loans  to  edlton,  OM;  entirely  proper  tt>e 
Inrestigatlon  shonld  take  place,  OSS;  snch  an  ioqulry 
■boald  precede  orary  renewal,  6S8 ;  any  motive  fit  to  be 
acted  apou  Is  fit  to  bo  avowed,  OM;  opinions  ot  the 
Preddent  on  the  sal^Jeot  of  recharter,  0S4 ;  ameadment 
oflbrod,  OH ;  the  committee  which  will  be  selected,  097 ; 
ftartbor  debate,  OST,  OSS;  prapoaltlon  to  q>potat  the 
oommttteeof  Inquiry  by  ballot,  S20 ;  motion  los^  OH; 
oommtttee  will  report  that  they  have  not  had  time  to 
toqnli^On;  no  belief  la  the  charges,  080;  no  proof  nor 
ground  for  strong  snsplcioa  that  the  affidrs  have  been 
Improperly  managed,  080 ;  the  men  whom  It  Is  the  In- 
terest of  the  bank  to  employ  cannot  be  made  the  instra- 
ments  of  a  oorrnpt  violation  of  Its  charter,  080;  tho 
direct  question  for  our  determination,  081 ;  two  oppor- 
tnnltlea  for  the  people  to  express  their  views  In  regard 
to  the  bank,  683;  why  shonld  we  act  at  this  session  T 
•S3;  time  oi  itsexistenoe  If  the  charter  la  renewed, 
688;  nnlklr  advantage  to  the  atockhoUers  In  the  In- 
ereaaed  value  of  the  stock,  688 ;  we  shonld  not  give  an 
anwrent  pledge  of  renewing  Its  charter,  684 ;  propcaed 
moffifieattoas  of  the  eharter,  684;  doobtnil  If  the  prlvl< 
lege  of  deallDg  in  foreign  exchange  sbonid  be  con  tinned, 
«BB;  twomodUeatlMa  of  tho  sharter  which  Aoold  bo 
made,  6BS;  Important  reaaoa  for  tho  pootponementof  tho 
snl^eot, 086;  provlooa  qoestton  moved,  087;  doabtfttl 


if  tho  motion  vol  «ntoffdebale,^8T;  eanorUteaoMSk 
68T ;  call  sospoadod,  688;  previous  qoMtloa  not  sw- 

talned,088;  amendment  moved,  688 ;  eartled,  688;  ii^ 
port  tnm  the  committee  of  Inquiry,  661 ;  report  feOB 
minority  of  the  committee  ot  Investigation,  001. 

Qnestlon  on  giving  the  States  power  to  tax  tite  capital 
ompk^ed  therdn,  746;  nothing  more  m^Joit  or  aoeqnal 
Ann  this  ozenqrtlon,  746;  every  sto«fthoUar  eon  bO 
noshed  BBder  tho  oxlstlng  law,  746;  InextrieaUo  dlfl- 
«iiltletl&«Mi7lngthopn90Sltl<mliitoefltat,t66;  thoM 
Stataa  where  tho  largest  ci^talirBs,reoslTed  the  greatart 
benefit  and  wooM  tax  the  heaviest,  746;  dlstribnte  tho 
c^>ltal  and  dlsooonti  proporUonably,  746;  States  shonld 
have  the  power  to  tax  this  stock,  the  same  as  they  taxed 
their  own  bank  stock,  747;  bank  taxeeln  NewTork, 
747 ;  right  of  a  Btate  to  tax  Tested  Ooremment  ftndst 
747 ;  in  some  States  the  boBkt  iro  not  Uabla  to  taxatioa 
atall,747;  State buika  ahoold bo  taxed  ^  Congrem  kr 
tho  benefit  of  tto  Trsasny,  TIB;  Stato  IsgUatuw 
ahovU  ba  szeMod  ftom  havltig  aay'lnfliiepea  on  Wo 
instltatlon,  746 ;  the  power  to  tax,  If  eonflvred  m  tho 
States,  was  a  power  to  destroy,  740;  this  power  la 
alnady  in  the  States  or  It  Is  not,  700 ;  farther  debste, 
TSO ;  amendments  proponed  and  discussed,  791, 703 ;  bill 
ordered  to  a  third  roadlnKn&  ^  Mm^  T<da.  1,  •;  < 
^6iT,iL 

Bant  nf  IMfodmitai— HomoiUIftaB  the  Frerident  nA 

Directors  oi;  SOT;  resolutions  relative  to^  806. 

BanJki  qf  DepoHt—Set  Ind^  vol  7. 

Bxina,  JoHir,  Bepreaentatlve  from  Pennsylraidat  B6& 

Bankrupt  Aet-JSn  Infyai,  vola.  1, 8;  7. 

Binnn,  Nona,  BepresontatlTO  teem  OmiBoatlonl^  OBft 

£ss/)Kls>^Tols.7,S,0,tO. 
Bauoub,Jobii  Bi  SopramtatlTo  ftom  Tfaglaln, BBS;  «■ 

tho  Alexandria  canal,  608;  on  the  Tlrglnla  military 

claims,  700;  on  Vliglnla  daima,  7U;  on  reehartaring 

the  bank,  749.  St»  TndM,  t<A.  70. 
Bunoim,  F.  P.,  on  topogc^ihlcal  sorvcya,  Oi   As  Indta, 

vols,  e;  6, 7,  9,  la 

RiuTwzLL,  EonnxT  Bopreaentattvo  from  South  Cm* 
llna,0*& 

Sarraeta  at  JPm  OrUaiUj—Stt  Indm,  toL  II 
BAmmn,  DjumtL  &,  on  topogr^ihlcal  snr^s,  <;  <• 
the  salt  duty,  78;  BoprseentatlTo  fToiii  Kortt  CanAw, 

688 ;  on  the  conventloa  with  France,  711.  IndM, 
Tols.  0, 9, 10. 

Babstow,  GiDKoir  H.,  Bepresentatlvo  fKua  New  York,  B88; 
on  Tlrglnla  military  claims,  70& 

Bates,  Edwau.  wttnem  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Pack,  1S7. 

BATa,IiAAoa,onpoBalMM,18;  ToMfvo  to Atdgo  Pee^  IT; 
on  the  enltuTO  of  sllk,  79;  Bepressnlatlro  from  "run 
chnsetts,  088 ;  on  the  eonventlon  vrlth  Prance,  709. 

Bana,  Jamh,  Bepresentatlvo  from  Maine,  08& 

Aittwe  at  Kma  OtitiMj—St4  Jmdtm,  A\  do.  <xt  Bt, 
Xoh4i,  (m  fndta,  voL  & 

Bkaesslxt,  Samttxi.,  Bepreaentatlve  frran  Hew  Toi1[,(M; 
on  the  conduct  ctf  the  bank,  031 ;  on  arresflag  Houston 
049 ;  on  the  oase  of  Samuel  Houston,  CTfc 

Btmmiu-^aU,  Claim       3e»  Mlm,  nia,  8^  0^  ^  T,  & 

JUpfiim,  JflMlM  lft.-In  the  Saante,  a  metloB  to  atrfko  oirt 
tho  outfit,  444 ;  a  proposition  to  create  a  mission  to  a 
new  power,  444;  dllhnnt  situation  from  that  to  Ooate- 
mata,  440 ;  Is  this  a  caae  that  cornea  witUa  the  aphera 
<tf  the  pledge  for  retrenchment  t  445;  Information 
received  that  would  prove  the  neoeesify  of  this  mIssloB, 
440;  the  minister  shoaM  be  sent  anteas  good  roaaons  to 
the  oontrarj  were  given,  440;  Inoipodlont  mode  of 
bringing  file  mIssloB  beflm  tho  Benate,  446;  gnatlDg 
Oe  qpproprintlOB  erautis  Oa  odtoo,  4461 

Bui,  JoBK,  w  nmoral  of  the  XndIni,T4;  BoprswntrtlTO 
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ft«m  TeIlIlMM^  B8S ;  OS  a  Ulnlstn  to  ColaniU*,  CSS ; 
oa  ttie  eondaet  of  tha  buk,  033 ;  on  nehttterlng  the 
1isiik,T«7.  iSj*  Ind»R,  TOU.  t, ». 

Bnx,  BAinm,  Beutor  from  Svw  HaiDpahlre,  SIT.  <Sm  In- 
dta,  Tob.  7, 8, 9, 10. 

Bnroic,  Tbomu  OS  raiwina  of  tlu)  ohartor  of  the  brak, 
US;  oa  tho  ntt dntft  ;  o»  port-oOoe  taratlgft- 
tlon,  188;  «B  tha  powen  of  Coagnm  to  ooUoat  datfes 
ud  nfidato  wmmene,  S88;  Soiutot  frimi  UMOWt, 
StT;  on  the  datj*  on  Indlu  btankota,  8H;  on  pnbUe 
•zpendltnres,  882 ;  on  tlio  cnironcy  of  tlie  Unltod  Btatee 
Buk,  M4 ;  on  tha  Imnoli  bonk  cnrrenoy,  889 ;  on  tho 
ndnetlon  of  dntlM,  419-483 ;  on  tlie  mlaaion  to  Oiute- 
iuda,444;  ondtotrltntiOBofproceedBof  land  ■■les,44<I; 
OBnolmtvof  thoUnlttd  Statos  Bank, 466;  on  proht- 
UUoii  notM  leM  than  tven^  dollars,  4T0 ;  on  amend- 
mntti  to  tiw  bank  olurtor,  478;  on  rebnuteo  of  tho 
bukbnito  tho  Secntur  offlii  TraMnr,  488;  ondls- 
tribntloQ  of  proceeds  of  Und  nlM,  805. 

Bnenr,  Jotor  8^  BepreaentatlTe  from  Hew  Tork,  988. 

Binvann,  TBUua,  OTldeiMe  on  tho  naea  of  salt,  164, 

Brnmnn,  Lairaaua,  Sepmentatln  from  North  OwoUna, 
68& 

Bibb,  flmwi  IL,  Soutw  fhnn  Kentook^,  847 ;  on  the 
ndnetlon  of  dotleo,  4S8 ;  on  rorolntlonaiy  penalons, 
440;  on  thondatlon  to  OaatoiiiaU,444;  on  reohartor  of 
tt«  lAilted  States  Bank,  476;  on  ameodmenfai  to  the 
bank  charter,  4S8.  Sm  Mm,  rAlO. 

BiU  to  itdMOe  and  tgwMat  IhM4t  otiletporU,  BT8l 

MtUi,  Mvnty.—St»  Indeas,  toI.  1. 

Mihop  FiageL—la  the  Honjw,  a  blU  to  remit  the  dnttei  on 
cortaln  arUcIoi,  eonriderod,  689 ;  «bl«ct  of  tho  bOI,  689 ; 
Hpiopoiio  to  promote  noaatloiial  Intoreet,  688;  fclatoijr 
of  tha bm,  888;  Uitairof  thabUhop,889;  general  prin- 
ciple vhloh  goremed  tha  ootnmlttoe  In  reporting  tho 
bUl,640;bmpaaeed,84ffl. 

Bl>Ux,  JajUB,  on  wood  fm  the  poor  of  Georgetown,  807; 
Representative  from  Bonth  OaroUna,  S88:  on  Booth 
Carolina  etalms,  &48 ;  on  tho  olalm  of  Mis.  I>ocatnr,604; 
<ni  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  9B&  Sm  Indtu,  vol.  10. 

Bun,  JoBv,  OB  the  BnAlo  and  New  Orloani  road,  49 ; 
R^treeenCatlTe  frtnn  Tenneaiee,  C88.  Sm  Indax,  Tob.  7, 

8,»,m 

JTon*  BaUaU,  AaU  Oey  be  wuwUdISM  IndM,  toI  4. 
JOtu  JAghU,  at  StgnaU  to  (Ae  Xnemv--~SM  Indns,  rol  D. 
Booir,  Batlut,  BepresentaUre  from  Indiana,  689.  Se»  Itt- 
■dom,  ToL  10. 

Bovox,  Joaxps,  Bepnoentatlve  from  New  York,  G88. 
Botn-niiT,  Tnoxai     on  the  BnflUo  and  New  Orleans  road, 

18;  BopreeentatlTo from  Tlrglala,  088;  onthedeeeaae 

of  OhM-laa  a  Jokuton,  T40. 
BomO^Jbr  FUMng  Vma».-~8»o  Mkb,  to1.B,  DuUn^ 
Bomn,  Tromab,  avldenee  on  the  nsos  of  salt,  168. 
BBABLBTtAaBUAM,  memorial  0^  SU. 
BnaiioB,  JOHw,  SepreoentatlTe  from  North  Carolina,  688 ;  on 

the8.0.niemorli],963,661  ^/fl(fe(c,TolB.T,8,9,m 
BnMlyAftiirtwiih.—8*«  InOtn,  toL  10, 
AwmA  tfPTioatg».—auInain,f<lk.%  4. 

JBrtulBamh-4SitMm,'TtA.9. 
JMb«V.— ^  AdmB,  tOI.  6l 

iBBtoaa,  OzoaoB  K.,  BepresentstlTe  tnm  Hassachosotts, 

6S8 ;  OB  the  apportionment  bill,  663. 
JMUah  Aggrwlont  tm  Oomm*ree.—8e4  Inde»,  toL  S. 
'flrtiM  Oolontat  TVade,  message  on,  888.  Ste  Odem,  toL  9. 
£HUAIntrtQHot.SM  Ittdta,  toL  4. 
J9HM  JfMlfar,  OMitfiid  V'.-Aa  JMsa^  voL  4 
jB>«ls»  Adtf ooM,  mwBorlal  0^  <4>. 
PriUA  Wtt  India  Tradi.—a*»Iitdtm,  toL  6. 
BnoDKUD,  JoHir,  BepresentallTV  fkom  Hew  Hampahlia, 

688.  B*»  IndOK,  ToL  10. 


Bbodhxuo,  Joex  (X,  KepTeaentatlveftanNewTid,ft 
BiooKs,  Fnjuioia  T.,  letter  relatlta  to  fbs  tmnA  i 

WasUngton's  lomslna,  608. 
Baowii,  B.,  on  tho  Tatklab  cororolirioa,  SB;  Seutot 
North  Csiollna,  841 ;  onradnettonof  dntk^Gli 
BvouK,  JoxK  C,  BepreaontatlTe  from  Fena^tmb,^ 
BvoBasAV,  Jamm,  oa  the  memorial  of  Jn^  r«i,  B; 
TulnflTi  tTT  fnilipt  TiTik  tf  fft :  nn  tbi  Imprnhinii  if 
Jndga  Fe^  64;  nnoits  tha  In^eadlaHBt  Ji^ 
Feck,  148;  mi  attending  the  trial  of  JiidgeF«t,II4;a 
the  JudioUrr  Mil,  800 ;  on  printing  theJodldiiTt^ 
817;  «nlnsol-rantdebton,S8SL  '£Mlad<a,T«lil,3,),ii 
BiTOKiiKB,AxJtXAin>Bn,BonatoittomlCsuml,tlT;  abr 
olnHonai7pandooi,4tt;  onTaodasttonof  tUbliu, 
447. 

and  Jr«w  OrlaoM  JtooA-lB  ths  HoM^  s  U 
tlTato,ooMldarad,8;  ttwwawBtntts^qsMtlosott. 
Uikedl7seTenlaoti,e;  design  to  eidbtssclkadt^ 
of  PannB^lranla,  6 ;  position  of  Penaq'lTufi  li  tixim 
to  tha  genenl  goreniment,  6;  canic  «f  tbeoKiaiil 
Increase  tX  the  friends  of  Intomal  lmpw>TiiiiCTl,:;ii 
sonnd  dootrlnes  of  the  old  TliglBis  ictol,  T;  *i 
domof  the  proteetiva  tsrili;  7;  ths  Un<l  Vt  lU- 
■on  presanted  Im  1796,8;  ItprnldsslHRnirbiat 
roatoof  anad  from  oaoatnaMoT  thstlnl^li 
the  other,  8 ;  this  extonslTO  pKdeet  laMsnlAnCr 
after  the  adoptioa  of  the  Constttatkn,  8;  Uli  MM 
this  bill  eontalns  a  new  principle,  9;  ecrapidiKau 
exeoute  great  national  works,  9;  oplnioanf  kwn,); 
the  nneqnal  dlstribntlon  tit  the  reTenas  teadcMl  )• 
the  BTstem  of  iatonial  improrementi,  U;  tUi  m1  i 
part  of  the  great  lystem  tit  intemsl  InqnrtBCi^it; 
renliaetliairadvutBgea  dDil^war,U;sifHsii(lk 
Onmbariand  nad,  U;  »  of  JuiAtatrIk 
United  States  oror  tha  roads  they  nub^UilwIn 
eonaoqneneea  of  the  UU,  13. 

What  WIS  nneonstitntional  when  New  TaA 
tor  aid,  has,  by  a  chango  of  time  and  men,  bmat  ic- 
sUtntlonsI  now,  IS ;  attempt  of  the  goictsiMat  tt  oe- 
pel  tho  canal  boaU  of  New  York  to  psj  tnuU  itf, 
18;  de&niUon  of  the -word  establish,  18;  «kn«9M 

daoUons  or  Btato  iMoead  In  aft'^  ^'^ 

constrnotlTa  powen  of  this  gorenuasMl! It; flit>«- 
oUeofthls  right  Uoqjnst  andnneqnsllBiliifradia, 
14;  the ntmty  of  tbU  gigaaae  jm^Uittiia^U 
be  a  part  of  tha  Amerf can  ^yitei^U;  twoMiasili 
which  goTamments,  like  IndlTiduli,  an  ftsfsodj  a- 
Jnat,  IBl 

This  STStun  cf  legislation  Is  end,  n^iMt,  ul  iipa- 
ilTe,  16 ;  it  is  said  that  Cimgres^  br  Its  >Hi«Dn^!> 
settled  the  oonstltnUUmal  potwer  of  tbe  jwrtnrt  ^ 
relation  to  Intonnl  impioTBnMBla,16;  tbitliU<«tW 
bill  iB  wrong,  16;  It  is  not  BToadwhlcktkbWi^'r 
tho  oonntry  calls  for,  16;  this  s^roiwiafioD  «( 
hnndrad  dollars  Is  bat  the  beginning  of  tbsuiiolit^ 
17 ;  tho  oporatlon  of  this  soheme,  1& 

Anzletr  with  whlob  the  proeeedlup  of  m  C»P» 
are  r^arded,  IS ;  the  Sonthom  oouUf  rtpidilih^a 
nneqaallr  taxed,  IS;  shall  the  eitlfo  ps^nt  ^  ^ 
pnbUe  debt  give  ns  noraUaft  U;  If  tUaUUpaMk 
ahowa  tho  pnipoie  of  tha  Oorernmsnt  to  keqi  cf  il" 
present  grinding  oppreatdon  of  tbe  Sout^  U;  tboSWi 
U  oonTlneed  that  Its  opprsirian  arises  lb*  >wi* 
of  nnlawftal  power,  19, 

Bniprlstng  to  see  genUemen  denjUg  tbs  eosriiCiW 
power  who  admit  ooostmctioas  of  t  monerilffii^- 
goroos  tondenor,  SO;  Oiapnzdiaseof  LoaiiUB^«;' 
great  and  splendid  Oorenment,  SO;  tovbstsK«i 
attribnto  the  Indomitable  qilrit  of  Eiqtluid!  ii;  ^ 
lags  of  the  pe^le  on  tbe  proposed  imUe.  SS;  it«j 
maaOaff.  88;        j^nclfles  and  dstslk  «f  >k> 
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olJaBMowMo,a»;  oaaiUtiMnti  JmImu  ot  tluMnimed 
omgrowB  nd  InereMing  powvn  of  this  Oorernineiit, 
99;  thta  UO  la  tlia  mcMt  darinx  attempt  npon  State 
Jorlsdletlon  and  anthoritjr  that  waa  ever  before  Con- 
gresBiM;  the  paasago  of  tUs  bUl  1a  uDneceaBaiy,  41 ; 
ameDdmeut  mored,  49;  oiganiiation  of  tbe  Coinmttt«o 
of  Internal  ImproremoatB,  4S;  tlio  location  of  the 
rood  charged  u  a  MHaUuttoa  «r  the  Committee,  IS; 
expluwtlon,  4S;  other  amendmenti  mored,  18;  UU 
r«Je«ed,«.  AeIndm,yA'l9. 

BviusD,  H.  An  Bepraaaittatlro  from  Indiana,  S89. 

Btran,  Oaoxat,  BepreientatlTe  from  PennsjiTuiIa,  688;  on 
reohartertng  the  Iwok,  TKl. 

Buxona,  Tbibtbak,  on  the  TorUsh  mlasIoD,  S40 ;  Bepre- 
•entatlre  from  Maiiaehuaetta.  CSS;  os  the  Soutli  Caro- 
lina memorialists;  on  the  Bontli  Carolina dalma, GM. 
i9*aA<tevTolii8,0,lO. 

Buxxn;  Jacob,  on  Ow  national  nad  In  OUo,  VMA  Aa 
IndtK,  ToL  10. 

Juming  qf  tltt  Zibrary  qf  aongreM.—SM  IntUu,  toL  ti. 
Bdmov,  Cot.  F.  W^i  oommnnloatloii  on  atam  aall,  197. 


O 

Oaxoom,  WiujUJi,  SapreaentailTe  from  Yennont,  CBS.  Sm 
AdASToLlQ; 

Oalbouk,  Jonx  lottar  nlatlTO  to  the  removal  of  Waah- 
lBgtOB^T«malBa,Wl  Ae /n(2«<c^  roll.  4, 0,  «,  7,  8, 10. 

OAKBULSxa,  Ceukohill  C  on  the  pa^  of  members,  4;  on 
the  cnltnre  of  allk,  T2;  on  roferenoe  of  Frealdent'a  mee- 
Hge,2n;  reports  on  trade  with  the  Danish  Islands,  848; 
EepretentatlTO  from  New  Tork,  688;  on  mlolmnin  dn- 
tieB,BU;  oaaieTRi1irbUl,T41.  5m/im(1(b,to1s.  8,t,l& 

Qmadtan  R^iigMi,  -Bm  Indtu,  Tola.  %  5> 

Canal  annmd  MliuelaSkoaU.—S$*  Indite,  toL  9. 

Canal  in  BUnoUfStt  /ndeta,  toL  9. 

Caraooai,  S«U^  <tf.—S—  Indta,  roL  4. 

Cau,  Johr,  BepresentatlTe  from  Indiana,  089. 

Cun,  Otutox,  chosen  doorkeeper  of  the  House,  540, 

Caxx,  v.  C,  witness  on  the  trial  of  Jndge  Po«k,  18& 

OAiaov,  BAWm  P.,  on  the  expense*  of  Impeachmaut,  804; 
on  the  Turkish  mission,  841 ;  BepreaentatiT*  from  North 
Oandlnn,S88;  on  minimum  duties,  500 ;  on  the  South 
Candtna  menioriBl,  688 ;  on  the  oUtfm  of  His.  Deoatm^ 
B0&  iSM  7ndeB\  Tols.  8, »,  10. 

CcmsM,  OaiLgre»Hontd.—SM  Indt^  voL  6^  aad  Mtm,  toL 
7,  Amendmsnit  to  Me  ConttUuUon. 

OfwtM,  .TV^— Message  to  the  House,  888;  object  of  the 
bill  to  inVTlde  for  lUlnrea,  S84;  bill  ordered  to  third 
TaadinK,S84. 

CiLAKBXB,  X.  F.,  on  tha  psnishmant  of  doeUtng,  198,  US; 
Senator  from  KarjlaadiMT;  mi  the  Colonisation  Bo- 
detT,488;  onthaaiponaaaortluO«T«mmen^449L  Am 

JiKlMST0lilS,9^1ft 

OHAKDLxa,  Thomas,  BepresentatlTe  from  Haw  Hampshire, 

688. 

Caoptofn,  XUOion  of,  3T4. 

Ckargii  dot  A^ttrts,  appointrntnt  <^fi—8t»  Iwita,  %. 
OMrttatM  OJyseO.— a*«  Adsat^  toL  1. 
CiiABLBa,  EswAKD,  wltoou  oD  the  trial  of  Jodge  Peck,  184. 
{Aa*^  JWd^e,  t^latal  oonduof  and  tHal  t^.-See  htdtx, 
▼oLS. 

(^napaak*,  JHgait,  attael  on.— 5m  IndM,  toL  S. 
C^esaptaks  and  I>«lamtr»  Canal.— See  IndM,  toL  10. 
<^e*aptaJbe  and  Ohio  Canal.— Se»  Indtm,  toIs.  8, 9, 10. 
OsiLroK,  Tbohab,  en  the  salt  dntj,  87 ;  on  the  onltnre  of 

silk,  98;  on  reftrenoeof  the  Preaidenfa  message,  870; 

on  mileage  of  nembari,  888;  on  dntj  on  sal^  81T.  Si» 

Osnm,  Jonra      Bapr«aDtatlTa  from  Tbslnla,  068. 


Okoatb,  Bitfiis,  BepreaentaUva  from  Massachosetts^  DBS ;  on 

tbo  redoetlon  at  dntlea,  71ft. 
CAoefOw  Zanda,  XneroaeHmetita  on.— iSm  7n<2«e,  toL  ft. 
Oholtra,  A»kiUe.—la  tho  House,  a  resolntlon,  relaHra  to 

taking  stops  to  cbeok  tha  progress  of  the  diolara,  Ac, 

coDsldoiad,  740 ;  unoonstltatlonal,  nseless,  741. 
CLAinoEBE,  fiAmunxi.  H.,  Bepreaentatire  from  Tlrglala, 

088.  ^.Aufaa^ToLlO. 
Gaim  .^cMdes.— In  tho  Benat^  an  appropriation  for  agenta 

at  Parla  and  London  ooiuddered,  441;  origin  of  tha 

agendas,  447;  appointments  nnaBthorised,  44T;  Itaithn 

remarks,  447, 

Clauk,  Mattzxw  Bx.  Claix,  oboaen  dark,  R0l  Bttlndta 

ToLIO. 

Clat,  Clxxxht  C,  on  the  memori^  of  Jadga  Peek,  84-80; 
on  relief  to  land  pnrdiaaera,890;  BepnaeatatlTe  frua 
Alahaina,«9.  jSlMiiHt^ToL  10. 

Clat,  HxxnT,  Bonator  from  Kenta<ft7,M7;  on  tharadoe- 
tlonof  dutie«,88S;  on  remoral  of  WasMngtnnIa  remains, 
S95;  on  the  redvetion  of  dnties,  486;  on  oodalmed 
dlvidonds,  4S6 ;  on  the  apportionment  blUa,  486 ;  on  tho 
Colonization  Sode^,  437,  438 ;  on  tho  mission  to  Guat^ 
mala,  448;  on  the  misalon  to  Belgium,  444,  446;  on 
dalm  Bgendes,  447 ;  on  refbning  the  diatribnUon  bill, 
iflk;  on  diatilbaUon  of  proceeds  of  land  salaa,  408;  <» 
■CsriDdaatlng  datlaa  with  Spain,  4H;  on  a  ataliu  of 
Washington,  497;  on  prlTllegea  of  BenatadBoari,49T; 
on  a  da^of  hnmlllation,  408;  on  distribution  of  pr»- 
oeeda  of  land  sales,  609;  on  the  lank  veto,  QBL  jSM 
7ndM,  Tols.  S,  4, 6,  6,  7,  8. 

Clattqk,  John  VL,  on  the  pbet-ofiBoo  InTestlgatlon,  181 ;  on 
the  poat^ofiloe  department,  866 ;  Senator  from  Delaware, 
847;  on  the  apportionment  blU,  418;  on  amendmenta  to 
the  bank  charter,  488 ;  on  the  bank  Teto,  5S9.  S4»  In- 
HmvtoLIOl 

CLATTOJf,  TnoKAB,  oD  ths  oondoct  of  the  bank,  606 ;  ondla* 

content  at  the  Sonth,  734 ;  on  reoharteringtiw  bank,  7A 

CUrk  ^  IA«  noMe-Set  Ind^m,  toL  10.  - 

Ooatt  Survey,— ia  the  Honse,  a  bill  telatlTa  to,  oonalderod, 
700;  when  first  oontomplstad,  700;  two  methods  reeom* 
mended  for  the  sarrey,  700;  ohronometrio  made  tha 
cheapest,  TOO;  sixty  years  required  to  complete  it l^trl* 
angnlation,  TOO ;  note,  70L  3e«  /ndeoi.  Tola.  8, 9. 

Old!  JVrtarfM-^  JMsBv  Tola.  1, 8,  and  Attaiv  ToL  6; 

CbtM,  foretsn*.— la  the  House,  a  report  and  bUlroIatlTa  to^ 
8S6.  ^/»d«<B,Tols.e,T. 

OoKB,  SioKAKD,  Jr.,  BepresentatlTe  from  Virginia,  688;  <n 
the  oolonlzstlon  of  free  blacks,  666;  on  removal  of 
Washington's  remains,  684;  on  the  allk  onltaiOk  498. 
Se»  Indta,  toL  10. 

OOtOUmDUlrieU,  WMUm^Sta Ittdm,-v6La. 

CoLUZK,  Jom  A.,  BepreaantatlTe  from  Kaw  T<nk,  138. 

OoUmAia,  Minitttr  to.— In  th*  How,  the  salair  CMi- 
aldered,  008;  sTowcd  ot^ect  of  the  Goremment  to  dl^ 
continue  the  appointment  of  a  minister,  408 ;  the  6ot< 
emment  dissolTed,  608;  the  aoin  asked  Ar  ahonll  .bt 
appropriated,  6D8;  the  QoTCmment  has  M  ulataiioo, 
to  which  we  are  sending  a  minister,  60& 

CoicmimaMon  AcMy.— la  the  Senata,  memorials  ralattn 
to^48T;  powers <tf  tha Genenl OoTanunent^4S7;  atow- 
ala  of  the  adroeatea  of  the  scheme,  487;  qnesUon  of  tba 
.  power  to  make  an  appropriation,  487;  remaAa,  488; 
memorial  laid  on  the  table,  489.  See  India,  toL  9; 

Cohimiia  Bieer.~3ee  Indeu,  toIa.  7,  8,  IOl 

Ct>mm«rae  qf  Ihe  DnUed  3tate».—S»e  Indeea,  Tids.  1, 8. 

OommtrM  qf  Us  WotL—See  Index,  toL  la 

CompeneaUon  ^  jr«nAars:-^A«  Jndtm,  toIb.  6  and  10^ 
fai/ tjf  Mmibrnt, 

dM^paMoMMs  4^  AvHdaitf  owl  ViotPreMent,  See  Im- 
AahToIa.1,8. 
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OonMo^  Iswii,  XflpnMotattT*  ftvm  Hw  JmmT)  (ML 

^  AMtav  Tidfc   S,  7, 1^  m 
CMnnci;  8iLi«,  BepKMntattT*  ftom  Nnr  JToMf,  OBSL 
Oonnm,  Hinr       BapreHStitln  Hon  Karfli  CmBai, 

Ctmtempf)  *AMlMaI— In  tbc  Hodm,  4  rewludoB  I'dattT*  to 
tbe  vxfiMiaKif  of  daflalBg  all  othnoM  wUeh  mij  be 
poBlibcd  M  «Mtnipti  In  the  United  Btatet  Conxta, 
MT ;  naolattOB  ^pmd  to,  S0& 

w9n(«M  JXmMm.-^  Adeo^  Tobb  I,  Z,  T. 

Omlftiffw*  JfapeiMM;— i8m  /ndi^  T<dt.  9,& 

CoHtraeU,  Oop^tnuitt—SM  Jnd4m,TaLa. 

Coon,  Bath,  BepraeanUtlTe  from  Kbv  Tori:,  SS& 
Coon,  EuRjrann,  BepraMntKttre  from  Ohio,  688. 
Coon^  BunuBs  ui,  BapiMMtadTC  fton  Hnr  Jtnq',  a& 

Am  TOL  IIL 

Qu-Ooff*,  droubaeit  im,—St4  Htdto^  toL  T. 
Com*.  Tbomai,  RapreecntotlTe  from  Ohlo^  68IL 
<%«(t     Mf  fty  PoteKtoM.— /imI«^  vol  T. 
CoTHiLL,  OvABUi      CTldcnca  on  the  nM  of  ult,  Itk 
OoffLTn,  Biouui,  <»  SandftrmsUitnB;  BapwentatlTe 

fi«mFennqrlnBla,aB;oBanHtiigBout«!i,M&  Bu 

Oban.  Bom^  BtTNiratitin  frw  Tliglitlii  BBS;  « 
MbMi«^ftrtbeB«fMwafDA«tM^m  «MiM*t^ 
toLIOl 

OBAn,  Jmbm  BepnwntfttlTe  from  Ohio,  688 ;  on  the 
MM  of  Bftmnel  Honaton,  BT8.  Set  JruUeo,  toI.  10. 

Oumoin,  TmouAt  IL,  Bqn«MntfttlTe  fivm  Ponn^lrula, 
BS8;  oBtkevpolBtiMnt  blU,6a8;  on  pJrt-offlee  eon- 

CumboKi  Tiuua,  ft,  BurmnUtfr*  ftom  OUo^  688. 

8m  ^Uhm,  ToL  »,  10. 
OHnwi  offoiMl  fiU  IMtaf  Aa(M-AM  A<l«i^  ToL  ^  Anal 

LavMctfOu  UuiUdStaU*. 
Ouim,  trntgrmtU  ftom.—8»*  Indm,  nL  4. 

ToL  >,  .Pawama  JWettoo. 

flWrtartaiiJ  JKmr-AmMw,  toL  ft 

OMiriM  Jtood,  to  OM0^In  tlw  BMWta,  n  bm  dednlnf 
theunntttf  OragnMtoansrtof  <Hilo,9B9;  UMtlbr 
the  preierrrtfaa  of  the  Toed,  M»;  preridea  for  the  ool- 
lecthHLof  auodmtetdKtorrepeli^Ut;  IteptorUou 
reeaonable  and  Joat,  UO ;  to  vole  for  thla  bill  deei  not 
eommit  oa  to  any  pdnt  on  the  qneation  of  internal  im- 
proTem«it,MO;  the  bill  atopaahortiii  the  ceadonof  the 
xoedtoOUcSU;  twoob>otioni  to  the  bUl  uitnow 
■tudiita;  OoopMsdoaa  art  pnaMaa  Oa  pomrpn- 
poBedtob«glTeilto<Hik\S41;  JoriadletlMi  to  begiren 
to  Jnatieea  of  peace  In  Ohio,  941 ;  what  are  the  pro- 
Tlatona  of  the  bill,  HI ;  wetnuuftrtoOUoapowertodn 
that  wUA  ahe  oonld  not  do  beiact^  HI;  fbrtber  ol{)eotlona 
toUieNll,HS;  ordered  to  third  reading,  9ti;  paaaed, 

JtPnpHaHaut. 
Onvn,  nUanea  aa  t»  tba  naat  «f  nl^  UL 
Oa«^€teM«  W.P,littac  «■  a*  msnlof  WaaUag- 

ln,^nMtin%e8ei 


I». 


Vauum,  Qmuam  IL,  Beaatoc  tttm  Penas^TCiria,  S«7;  on 
tha  nanmriBl  of  offlean  of  fba  Unitad  Blataa  Bank,  8S8 ; 
onthoenntBaxor  the  UnttadMataa  Bank,  87T;  <m  the 
BMBoh  Bank  oBmnay,  888;  990;  on  tho  ndnotlon  of 
dstK«M;  oa  TMhattar  vt  a»  CUtad  Stataa  Brak, 


DAxnx,  Hmnr,  B^nMatattva  fl« 

anUeHbinK  ftrtta  BaHrtar  «f  Pibalii.m  BmM- 

DtMtA  /WatMf*.— Report  on  the  trade  with,  SO. 
DiVTHPOrf,  Tsoiua,  BapraaaatatiTa  ftw  TtacWa,  m. 

See  Inehm,  Tob.  8, »,  10. 
Datb,  JoBir,  BepreaeatatiTa  frwn  MaaanAnott^  MB;  m 

iBtnlBUinadntlM,mL  Aa  AA^  nlL  %  H  M. 
Datu,  WAun  B^onOaJafietairbll^aW;  Sipnan^ 

Ure  from  Sonth  OarollBa,  688;  on  ft  day  of 

on  tvGhartering  the  bank,  T47.  Sm  Imdm,  TOh.  Ul 
J>af  ^  ffmnmaUo*.— la  the  Senate,  a  naolattoa  nlattta 

to  ooufdered,  488 ;  the  ■ooBice  of  the  eholan,  488;  ] 

dwita,4a6;  abeooialntroaohittoB,48»;  < 

power  to  raoommend  UMStoauaC  slnr,* 

UoQ  agreed  to,  4M. 
latheHoBaa^ataachrttoirtUBTB  tea^ef  *al« 

ud  ptvw.  T4i;  Boaiiv  to  d*  wUh  TCBfloa,  T«;  navai 

toatrikeootthaword  "Atfatle,"  74B;  tUa  tfaaaaaoM- 

fined  to  no  partof  the  world, T4B;  motfam  ka^IiS; 

preeedeota,  746;  reaolntbm  ordarwd  to  thM  nadiat 

744;  fbrthar  conalderatloB,  7M. 
Datak,  Cunua,  BepnoeatatlTe  Ikwm  How  Tovl^  ML 
Z)«^  amd  J>»m»  HuUmUpiu,  diMttOM  ter-Aa  Bdm> 

TOliL<,^lLUl 

Dbuwwj^  HaHBT  A.  BapcMoBtittn  ft«m  Hbh^ 
Mtii,  088;  M  maoval  of  VMid^taa.'k  noali^  OSI; 
on  the  oonTenUon  with  Fkanoa,  TOt;       •  pabBaM 

dar.T54. 

D»baU*,  reporting  <^.—See  Indeed,  toL  S. 

iJabotei;  Ji^irWar  ^— la  the  Honaa^  ■  faaaliitlM  lo 
ecrtbefbr  eouldered,  TV;  moved  to  atifta«atoBBiA 
aateftiredtofhtnravolnma^nB;  Oa —at  li  «ath» 
««a,  like  the  dabate%  aad  the  noori,  if  iHMmd  ai  al^ 
to  outtne,  1IB;  Ifaa  IbraMr  laaiUlak  taA^K 
very  ftr  In  eommlttinf  thU  OorcnaMK  Is  iD  agm 
TH;  proper  that  membera  ahonid  bava  aa  afpartM^r 
to  know  what  had  been  done  hentoAwa^  fM;  lha  mm\ 
b  the  only  Oongreaiiona]  history  of  tfaa  ITBlaa.  W;  the 
ezam^e  itf  Eni^and  ihonld  hava  wel^t  tn  tUa  partka- 
lar,  78C;  ahenld  Oonfreea  have  the  pow«r  Is  tax  the 
paopla  and  qvnprUa  thair  mme j  to  hooka 
thaa8alTaartl7;ftitaar  debate,  nT;  m«tlaB«a%^ea 
the  taUa,  loat,  788 ;  flutbar  debate  aa  tba  KitaM  af 
aDbaerlptlan,  988 ;  na<rintl«a  nmaadod  nad  aiafta^ 
740.  Be*l»dm,f<A.*. 

DaoATua,  JU.  Subah.— In  the  Hooae,  a  Botton  te  take  cp 
the  bin  to  oompenaate,  loet,  814;  Ika  bOI,  087;  law 
reUUve  to  the  navy,  688;  ein>ct,698;  Mptnn  akd  hoi> 
iDff  of  the  frigate  Phlladelpbia,  BBS;  aotUarlacUvahy 
tebecooipandto  thl^SIB;  laportof  thoMaaadttt^ 
999:  renutnafato  the  repraasatatl ve of  n  gaOat  vaa, 
DM;  thebUlnnJnattfiableinprinelpleHweawtlwmee* 
in  whieh  the  diatrlbntlon  to  to  be  auide,  fl8»;  oUm  tt 
Deeatar'a  nleeea,  609;  latteia  from  Ooounodoc*  Slawati 
to  lira.  Decator.dOO;  Deeatnr  donMyeadtled  to  the 
rawBid,  801;  to  whom  ahnU  the  iwwazd,  wUA  MgU 
to  have  been  beatowad  on  him,  he  now  aHiilliiil.  mL ; 
amendment  moved  and  loat,8H;  fluthar  lliitala.  811. 
Unr4aatad,88lL  AaaAte^ToLU 

l>4flMltorB— iBtbaHaoB^anMlBtka  lalatlTa  ta^  atad, 
818. 

i)0Mto«  meaaafat  agaiiut  Grtat  r-tfir  Tfi'i 

AdaiM.—8ee  I»d^  vol.  1 
DOoMore  amd  Cketapeaks  Oamal.-^3e*  Mtm,  voL  & 
DeUtatm/nm  TerritorU*.~8M  Indam,  toL  1. 
Dian^BAB«aB,aQ[hanavlgatlAB0ftheOfat^aH; 

aaatadve  from  Peanqrlfanla,  588;  oa  tfe«  BosU  Can- 

BnamiaorW.Ml,Cai. 
DaniT,  PmraLOP^  the  eaaa  o(  aaa  hidm,  toL  a. 
/tairfan^  Awrilr  lh~Aa  iMaa^  ToL  & 
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DBWACt^  iMwm,  Bepwwtittw  feoa  Pwiii^TM>tt,WW. 

Itenmoa,  liuavrnf  oa  Um  dotta  on  Iron,  M ;  Bwitor 
ftom  Kaw  JuMjr,  M7 ;  on  tha  dnty  on  ladUa  Uankets, 
8tS6;  on  WatUagtoii^  Mrth-dKr,  8ST;  on  Uie  mppor- 
tloniwat  UU,  <18;  on  the  rodoetlon  of  dntles,  480.  Su 
JadM,  ToU.  6,  «,  7,  8, «,  10. 

Diouozr,  Jon,  BeprenaMtr*  tma  Now  Toik,  588;  on  tbo 
memorUl  oT  Britisb  nt^Mti,  MS;  «itlMeiM«f  Bamiel 
BonrtMi,IM. 

JHplcmatia  Irttv«ow$t.—8»«  Ind«m,  tcA  S. 

DMwnAv  <M<>  JooMfiMn^  OJIMrt.— A«  BidM,  roL  10. 
JHtmalStoantp  Oanal^Su  JMttt^  toIb.  8,  *. 
i>Mra»«i«on  <if  tX«  B*omu4.—SM  Indm^  voL  lOi 
DIlMof  V  OfMnNor-nSM  Atftay  Toll.  I,  ^  6t  T. 
iXrtdwitft  WMMoMct— la  tlio  BttMlit  *  nwdntlaB  ealUiig 
ibralWiif  naioMflf  OTnMn«(oAnd|4H;  UdoutlM 

iXeoTTSM  DUlriet  <^  Oolymbia.-B«e  I»d«a>,  toIa.  a, 
4.T. 

BODDUDa^  Phuit,  on  the  mlt  dntj,  SI ;  oa  pilntliig  tlw 
Jodklarr  npor^  n7,  818 ;  SopraBontttUra  from  Tlr- 
glBk,a8;  roporti  oa aUToiy  In  thoDUtriot  Oolam- 
Ua,0«l;  oaabri^omtlioOlikHBU;  •anrnvralsf 
yriMJ^firnHnOMlaMiKIi  OBttwooooofSmnolBona- 
toa,«TBL  S»*Mdm,v«Lia. 

SoxAUMov,  A.     lolTftto  SocratUT  of  PraddonI  JaokMO, 

109.  itoa  AdaiB,  Ti^  10. 
DOTT,  Jodge,  axtn  compenaatloa  td^  4U, 
DoQKXDAT,  ULxaaaB  F.,  SepreasntBUva  ft«a  S«r  Toik, 

S8>;  OB  tha  apportlimiiMat  bill,  MT. 

Drawftoobi:— iSm  AuIm^  Tdi.  1  and  10;  PuHu  on  ImporU. 

DUTTO*.  WiuzjLX,  OB  topognpblcal  raiTaTB,5;  reUtlra 
to  Jodga  Peak,  SV;  on  tha  TuAUi  inlBdon,Ml;  Bapra- 
atntatlTe  from  SotitliO*roUna,6S8;  on  Booth  CaroUoa 
dalnia,(MS;  oa  the  Boath  OktoUm  iMiBortal,Ml;  on 
tha  TCBWTal  at  WaahlagtMi^  nualBi,  090^  Wl;  mi  the 
SoDtli  CmroUn*  elalma,  CM ;  oa  tha  awnorial  of  Britbh 
Mli|eol%  Ml ;  OB  ■iiaillini  Honaton,  MB;  on  numntod 
faftDtrr.TU   Aa  AdM^vda.S;8;10L 

DinwEi^  Haduo,  the  oaaa  o4  Ma  AdiM^  ToL  IOl 

DvvLaT,  Cbakub  K,  Soaator  ftont  Haw  Totk,  W.  St* 

JffwriTfao',  Gat/ibUnff,  dbo. — In  the  Sonata,  a  bill  for  tha  pan- 
iahmant  of  orime  In  tba  Dtotriot  of  Oolombla,  ooa- 
■idatod,10B;  eraiy  attanpt  to  lagldata  omeaBonably 
on  doeUiag  bad  onlj  made  the  mattar  woraa,  198;  extra. 
onBaaiy  to  nako  gamhUaff  paaWiaMo  ceaflnemant 
l&aiapaBHaatlarr,19B;  otifootof  aloMlngdntiUngwIth 
tabaMOt  eriraaa,  188 ;  daeOIag  paniihad  la  tha  Saatem 
Btataa  only  by  a  flae,  108;  penaltr  in  Mrenl  8bit<M, 
IH;  abowtheM  men  thara  la  a  power  stionger  than 
their  IUm  notloaa  of  honor,  IM;  tba  aot  branded  with 
liAxoj  la  Sew  Jenej,  104 ;  no  labjaot  of  Jnrliprndenoo 
npmi  whldi  w  maar  InenMldacate  atapa  have  bean 
taken,  194;  inaOtetoBV  and^aadeqaaar  vt  iaffUaUon 
oathonl4eet,10B;  blU  laid  oa  Oa  table,  lOB;  tnaaUoa 
OB  rMommitmant,       laooInOon  aite«d,Ma.  iSMin- 

PuKOAir,  JotaPB,  on  tha  UUnoU  and  Miehlgam  Canal,  800; 

on  Salt  Bpringi  la  lUinoia,  tll,  SU;  BapraaantatlTa 

from  nunoti,  888 ;  on  noaatad  Inkatrj,  719.  8i»  h%- 

dm^  vela.  8, 10. 
Ihmr,  Jon  o!,  ahoaaa  Sergaant  at  Aibh  of  tha  Hooae, 

64a 

2>imnrauv,  Fam  fl>,praHati»a[lkflisi«CongMii^ll& 
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Dnaaw;  Bar.  ICr.,  daetad  OhiVlalB  «r  flta  Soiata,  ISl 
Dvma,  JHaeHmtHaUfff^-^  Mdm,  toL  lOi 
DutUa  on  ImporU^Fravdt  in  Ma  OaOaettoti  ttfDwtlu.—'lA 
the  Eonae,  a  bill  to  altar  tha  aareral  aets,  fto.,  ooniidered, 
44;  oljaotof  tha  bill  toprorida  a  ramadj  againat  an 
abnae  of  the  bwa  of  tha  oountry,  44;  Ita  principal  object 
lato  enforce  the  tariff  law  of  1888,41;  that  lawwaa 
paased  tat  the  proteotloa  of  domeatlo  Indnatrr,  and  hare 
not  thoaa  for  whoae  benafltlt  waa  paaied  a  right  to  aik 
and  demand  of  u  that  tba  fldth  of  tha  Oorasmant 
■haUnotboTltdatedt  44;  proof  that  the  law  tairlelata^ 
44;  tha  eonne  of  France,  45;  prorUont  of  erietlng 
laws,  nndar  which  tha  alk^iad  firanda  are  parpetiatod, 
4fi;  proceedlnga  at  tha  Goatom  Honaa  la  Haw  YoA, 
45;  a  paper  read,  40;  ltaaiithiHlt7qneatlaBed,46;  read* 
tng  aontlnned,40;  deaorlptlon  of  the  means  need  to 
commit  ftiada,  47;  Mtorof  thoCMleatorof  HawTork, 
4T;  tutaaeasof  tha  ofatlMi  «f  lawa,48^40;  is  It  not 
ganeralljrvndantODd  that  oar  laws  an  ondcdf  48;  fk» 
Presldan^  In  lAs  numge,  latlmatea  aa  nmdi,  48 ;  wlttt 
takea  plaea  In  tba  Appmlaert'  offiooa,  48;  anmbtf  of 
regnlar  American  merchants  In  the  woollen  tmde,  60; 
what  la  tha  condlUcn  of  tha  Amerioan  maiehantr  60; 
mamorlali,  60;  all  ipeak  of  the  eomptloB  of  trade, 
00;  how  la  the  woollen  trade  carried  rat  51;  laltaoond 
polkr  to  allow  teaadeat,  wsndailBg  findgasta  to  naup 
that  employment  which  belongs  to  eitiaana  ? 

51;  eTTOMOQStosvthattbaeTailoBaaiaeansfdiTtlw 
b^datlai^Sl;  tha  JbialgB  "valaattcn  la  tha  rotten  p«rt 
of  .onrBTitam,61;  aAetsof  frand  andeTasion  on  tbe 
revaane,61;  the  Canada  trade,  58;  the  p«ople  ia  the 
tntailor  hare  nevar  bean  aware  of  the  ndadileft  piao* 
tisedattha  dutom  Houa.Sl;  prortalonaof  tbe  bQl 
before  the  omunlttee,  68;  ottlecttonaacainat  tha  bill,  S8L 
BaUj—h.mMM  to  noouldar  tho  nta  radadag  tiia 
dntyonnIt,n;  reasons  for  tha  mooulderstloB,  74;  tha 
dllBcnlfy  of  tha  aabfjaet  of  a  tarll^  74;  the  Intereat  of  avaiT 
partBhoaldbaoon8nlted,74;  attaaHcn  of  the  ooontry 
In  former  years  la  reject  to  salt,  74;  eztiaota  fhim  tha 
Jenraals  of  the  Old  Congress,  76 ;  rate  of  dnfy  formerly 
impcaed,  76;  mannfltctnre  on  tbe  aeaboaid,  75;  ezorbt* 
tant  price  paid  for  It  in  variona  paita  of  the  country, 
T9;  it  la  said  thateeftain  mont^MUats  haTO  opprsaaad 
die  paopla,  18;  tha  pivodtloa,to  reeonsldar,  how  n* 
eelTed,  74;  it  U  ssM  that  aal t  la  a  oeaeoury  of  Ufo,  77; 
tbla proposition  is  ablowatraek  at  tha  whole  domaetia 
Indoatryof  theeonntry,  77;  the  extent  of  tha  aattln- 
tanat  baa  not  been  attentlTely  couddarad,  78 ;  atatament, 
T8 ;  maanfoctnred  In  almoet  eveiy  Btate  of  tbe  Union,  78; 
this  redaction  mnst  mln  the  mannlkctDre,  IS;  aYOtaga 
Talno  of  foreign  salt,  78;  adTsntage  to  tba  foreign 
arttcle,79;  if  thadatyUomtlQned,  thesaUof  Waatam 
PanntylraBla  wiQ  ooob  oon^eta  with  tha  ftralgb  arti- 
ok;  T8;  wbera  Oa  naaofhetarad  artMo  Is  srat  to,  80; 
oonsecUoD  of  pork  with  this  nt|faot,  80;  doaaatlo  eom- 
petitlon  rednoea  the  prioe  loww  than  tliii  foreign  arUoIa 
would  be  if  fiae  <tf  daty,  60. 

Arcdnotloa  of  dot^at  the  present  time  wonld  be 
pr^ndlclal  to  tha  pnUlo  Intereat,  81;  benellta  to  tha 
fonoerand  nlhw^  nimanmln|[  nhiina  frnsn  thn  prntintlnn 
glTen  to  home  prodneeia,  81;  radooa  the  dnttaa  on 
foreign  aalt  and  that  artlele  will  ascend  the  Ohio  at  anoh 
rednoed  prioea  aa  to  foil  below  the  dcMneatla  artlola,  88; 
It  Is  said,  all  cuioeadona  and  compromise  In  legUIatloa 
are  Immoral,  82 ;  albet  on  Now  York  and  New  England 
of  radncing  the  protection,  88;  tha  Uss  a  trees  on  of 
Jndaa,89;  motion  to  lay  on  tha  table  laa^88;  motloa 
to  reoonsldor,  earrted,  68. 

Tba  rial,  ahaolnta  naassaariaa  (rf  Ufoaaght  nattoba 
taiad,  68;  Oapoorinaa  must  often  p^tha  moattai; 
8S;aflHta£jtbarad«tto&oa  NavT^84;  thaStaU 
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Coiroicp,  LrwM,  BopreMiiUtiTa  from  New  Jarwy,  538. 

Sea  Index,  Tola.  4,  ^  T,  8,  ^  10. 
CoKDiCT,  SiVAt,  EeprcB«nUUTB  bom  New  Jeiwjr,  888. 
Co»x»a,  UEif«r  W.,  EepreMUttiUTt  from  Horth  CiroUuft, 

088.    £M  /R/f«(n,  toL  10. 
Omtampt,  Judteial.— In  the  Honw,  »  resolation  reUUve  to 

Uio  oxpadiency  of  deflnin?  «»  offencoa  wWch  maybe 

punlahed  as  contempta  In  the  United  StatM  Conrta, 

807  ;  reaolation  agreed  to,  80& 
jonUwt«a  ^tettoth—Si*  Indim,  Tolfc  I,  ^  t. 
CotMnffmi  Krpensts.—SM  Judex,  Tota.  8,  & 
Otntracta,  OovemmtTtt.Sf  Indtea,  toL  8. 
OmCroverriM  bttvietn  StaU*.—Ses  Indta,  roV  & 

CooKK,  Bates,  EeprewntaUTe  from  New  To*,  639. 
Cooks,  Ei.KCTiiwtu»,  KepreeentatlTe  from  Ohio,  688. 
Cdopek,  BioBAsn  M.,  Eeprasont»tlTe  from  Haw  Jcney,  63S. 

Qtrdaga^  drm^tatlB  on.—B—  Indtm,  vol  T. 
CoKTTiiT,  TnoKAS,  RepwaentaUT*  from  Ohio,  l!8». 
Costs  of  Suit  by  P/U4iUMM.—Se«  Indve.  voL  T. 
OoxHiu,  Chabiji  G.,  evidence  on  the  nses  of  aslt,  Iftt 
Ooui.T«E,KicnAm»,  on  Sunday  iii»lla,m;  EepwaentatlTc 

from  Penaaylyanl.,  688 ;  on  Mreatlne  Hona*om«t5.^ 

JndM,  vols. »,  10. 
0»Aia,  EoBttii  BepreaenUtlv*  ftwn  Tlrglnta,  633;  oi> 

■nbscrlblngfcrtbBEeglstar  of  Debate!.  188.  SMJndej- 

Q^^^^jwraD.,  EeprcsentaUTefrom  Ohlo,B8S;  on  t'. 

case  of  Samuel  Uonston,  679.  Sm  Indeas,  vol.  10. 
Q^_^^roa»,  TaoM*a  H.,  EepresentattTO  from  Ponnsylv. 

OSS ;  on  the  appointment  bUi,  6«8;  on  pjst-oflici) 

4xaota,e6&,.  A*  Jf«fa(^  toL  1ft. 
ar-*^  JneUan  3rtffoliaUo».—8te  Jndaa,  toI.  8. 
CBKMHWWt^n-""^''"  Baprwett^tl^"  from  Oli- 

j8s»  Jn^MfYtA.  ft,  10. 

XAiU)*ofV\t,  ITntUdSlatM. 
(UtJ,ex^  smiff>-ant«/roin.—S69  Indtm,  vol.  4. 

**•  ^V^riamM  to  tkt  (TWMd  «a(«.— > 
^voL  ft.  Panama  IRMfofi. 

n„„«A«r2<in<t in  OMo.—la  the  Senate,  a  t 
tb«  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  Ohio,  '-';v 
tbo  prcsorTsUonof  th6road,B89;  provliW- 
lectlon  of  a  modenUe  toll  tor  repairs,  231' ; 
roMonable  and  Just,  440;  to  Tote  for  tl.i- 
oominlt  ns  to  any  point  on  the  qacalion  • 
proroment,  MO;  the  Wl  attqia ahort In  tl 
^^adtoOhlo,Mft;  twoottfaotloiu  » 
■undo, Ml;  Oongresa  doea  not  p«f;.<,  ,~ 
p(«ed  to  bo  given  to  Ohio,  Ml ;  juri-  l . 
to  Jnatloea  of  peaoe  In  Ohio,  241 ;  ' 
TlsloDS  of  the  bUl,  Ml ;  we  transfer  i 
thftt  which  she  conld  not  do  herself,  > 
tothablU,M2;  oidarad  to  third  . 
>S»e /»w*MT<lla.  8*4,5,  ft,  1" 

(^UBWKK.  evtdenoe  aa  to  the  nra  of  ' 
Qjfgrm,  Mtar  on  t! 

tojt'a  rcmalni,  BAfi. 
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rTQltlTatlt>n  at 
*  \ho  law*  of  jui- 
oil  Dot  ihs  tnrllT 
fiubtlc  feoUng 
•'■\3  IhelrBlnvcs, 
'i  fur  Indlvidaul 
■r|  uid  toEdille 

iiiilc  sbnctnr*  or 
I  In  this  coantry 

^MM;  K^hfltEft  the 

f'f  ilSstrjiBS  evl- 

■.■iialile  principle 
..LiUfa  i>olkf,40G; 
;  tta  palriatlMii 
I  In  lha  B-tcaiij 
Ih*  fralta  of 
la  at  Iran,  4U1; 

I  -L*  one  or  Ih-e  uovlnf 
Qtoa  ladof  th&dcle- 
(iiTfiiDeDt,  408  ;  Infleil- 
ptot«ctli>a,  409;  ma^n- 
•rpiotiiltror  tiia  Union, 

.■ipBdlencT,  atwll 
■  >)lUltT7  tho  Ruilcct  of 

rli-o  duHps  !  409;  Con- 
iipd  pon-ers,  4n5;  Ujs 
'.1'  jKilkj  atialJ  tP'  now 
TTV^  gicat  bat  neluaulj 
lipT.ilfli;  ODcTcDt Rorno 
'  410;  ^teniStiicU 

*r.lii'n'<,  il^:  what  gnvo  them 
>^^  fiLinc  f  411:  istnni^  thftt  fho 
ivii policy abo-nM  Jja  doubted. 


'i(*arsr!ce»inln)n«Mlori  whlcTi 
'hu  nation  ori  the  furmntl'on  itt 
it  iwnrpc  d«B  f hi!  higli  ^tJitc  ot 
.  whnt  U  this  Amprlein  fyatem 
lis ;  pTotcat  a^ut  this  icIj- 
rfmonatncFO  or  AlB.bBiTiia, 
of  Tha  PrvM^ont.  A\i\  ttto 
111  LhowsDtaof  LheQaTDrntnrnt 
rii->#Tli3  nuaofiicCiiTcs,  but  not 
.<'iLi,4'iO;  pnKira,490;  exptirtitlon  nt 
'LLUtrl<M,42l;  other iirClcLi>». 431;  »It, 
'  \}\a  tnrilT  an  nalt,  forcCgn  and  dotncB- 
iiOfrdAforcl^  trade,  438;  the  decline 
■  II  c'talpflycnr  tbc  prod  acta  oT  the  Hoatb 
*3i  tha  pfCMUt  &ut«  of  troda  bi^iwouu  tbu 
I  ihc  lilsb  tariff  t^tatcs  is  -on  a  worse  footing 
sathitn  X~i\tA  <St  the  CoIoqIaU  wu  wltb  tbd 
»»mnlT7,         Cbo  West  Iiih  m  deap  1ntor»t  In 
kllnti  of  tliD  furolfja  IfndC,  42S. 
ntlnnj,  435;  ameTiilmcnt  lost,  425;  saothir 
t  om'rnd,4j'Si  wa  cniuL  I3(pt abiliden  tbs  thfH- 
Otlon.iSO;  TCKoli.itlun3  i>(rc'r«d,  4'26;  what  la 
f  484;HplaiuillDt>orAVota,<UT;4tniBtale&£  to 
-jA  of  tlio  oiTiqcFaCii  the  protecUve  polltrjr  humado 
(ijipoflllloB  In  It,  laT;  parfeoUy  pnotlcablfl  to 
«nd  uTn-n^i  th^  wfactld  syitdiRi  at  this  s^Hlnn,  431 ; 

"KraLtLoDB  under  conald  oral  loo,  4SSi 
Mi  prppn^c,  423 ;.  ttie  sccnmuUtLoD 
Mvarj  la  the  greBtost  «rl]  I«  be  dep- 


rccateil  In  Ihts  coiintrj,  438;  reJtreucO  to  Ibe  Coramll- 
tec  on  Muiuructures  mot-cd,  429;  vfTecE  of  Ibla  TcTor* 
£niv,  430;.  ulvaQtago  of  tba  rc'fi.'rciii»,  430.;  d«clslOD  of 
[ha  ScctulP,  Wi;  lU  tffeel,i3il;  a  pniteat  ogn|Mt  % 
TDtKllflFatlun  of  lliD  tariff  oC  lg2S,  wltli  ila  offenalTa 
ftatar^suntoucli^d,  4di;  the  point  In  dlEputc  bcCweea 
the  fyic-nda  and  opponents,  181 ;  motion  tu  1*7  an  lha 
tabic,  iMt,  4S1 ;  fcirtbef  iQOtli?ba,  4S],  4S2:  IHilbn 
sna-^Qdmcnts  srtd  ikbutp,  4&2. 4S8,  41t:  prnpn^ltlon  ta 
report  on  a  redncLloD  ot  tli-e  prko  of  public  Isjids,  etx- 
lied,  4^le;  resokttons  (ffr^^cd  to,  436. 

ThJablLl  ^7ea  no  rollef,  CID;  Kivrognlzca  tba  pro* 
Uctlr«  arsl«m  oa  aetlted  policy  of  tli«  c^oatrj'iGlO; 
it  contains  tho  mlnlmutna  and  tbu  fipFclfi.c  duties,  Gil  { 
net  a  «lD?l«  fcAtTiru  to  recommcnil  1t  to  anf  bat  friend* 
of  the  Am-pricnn  Kj'Btem,  Oil;  remona  for  voting  for  tba 
bm,  t'lS;  1)111  pu3«a  CIS, 

Mtnimata  IfuiiM, — In  tba  TlDiiav,  n  resolution  can- 
timtii,  IiiA;  ob]«ct  of  tli«  rp&otulioci,  054;  In'ofold, 
U4;  ta  ingulra  Inia  Iho  practlcnl  effect  of  tnlnimnni 
diittes,  SA;  iticitilry  shoiJil  bt-ji^t-mlltt'J  m  a  matter  of 
-wnrtc-ay,  SSi;  object  of  thei  rc.iolallan,  S54 ;  irhat  ti  Ih^ 
minimum  diltjt  &M;  liow  introdnced  JoLo  our  leglela- 
tIanT  GE5;  moilTe^  whii^h  InRuf  ncod  S'nulh  CarollEta  in 
tblfl  aica«a.re  In  1S14!,  havo  bi-r  aDtlrlpatlonH  bceQ 
renljTod;  B55;  tin  matinfaplnrcr  l^imlsbcJI  an  llnjlortiat 
bmnch  uf  otirfitelgD.  traile,  effect  tif  ttEsinnrin- 

fjictiiro  of  cotton  ori  priws,  ta  Soulb  Carolina  pre- 
pared to  brcst  down  or  crippiu  airy  part  of  tlila  mnnu- 
fUctnrfi  she  has  done  k  mni'b  to  build  upT  DST;  little 
Impartnneo  to  irhlph  oiinmltteie  raferen-cr  la  inaile-,SbT; 
It  lj  »al>d  South  CArollna,  hud  tte  hoDorof  orl^hntiug 
Uif  tariff,  M7|  loota  Into  tba  reeord  of  thn  proMcdlnps, 
object  tho  mlDliniiiijs  in  waa  to  ciclud* 
ImportqlloQ,  F)&S ;  unjnst  to  strike  ont  th>?i  dcSollS  In- 
quiry and  Insf-rt  n  gco«ral  Inqnirjr,  ;  tbc  nmendmcDt 
1.9  fut1d  to  vloU.ta  tho  FOurteslM  of  tbo  Housci,  CE9 ;  If  the 
object  of  t!i&  inqnlrjr  wna  Ibo  Hantf,  wliy  offer  the 
araendiscnt!  C5D;  tbi^  till  tif  I^IE,  &59;  If  raw  cotton 
con  lie  converted  Intc  t\uth  toT  Icm  money  than  In  Fn^ 
iMd,  why  continno  the  JatyT  pflO;  prices  cpoii  wbldi 
the  mlnlnmma  of  lS-10  iFere  fnnndeilt  MQ^  maaluUoD 
poUcd,  D'^l. 

MemoHiit  of  Siiath  CamUn'i.—Tiiv.  memorial,  CSl ; 
moved  to  Mfijr  to  tto  Coimcliui!  of  "ITe-yaand  Means, 
CCl;  moved  to  refer  tO'  Commllteo  of  ManuliiFtnree, 
BBI ;  the  subject  to  wbicli  It  refur?  is  revsniie.  Ml ;  tlio 
memorial  c^inplalna  of  prot-rctlon,  and  should  gn  to  the 
Committee  on  Msknn&ytnres.Wt';  orery  thluBBlnnghtered 
by  referenco  to  tbe  Committee  on  Manufactures,  569 ; 
would  th«  people  of  tho  South  f«et  B.MI^iti.'d  vltb  snob  » 
propoiUion!  &4)2;  they  Ara  JUHtly  entllled  to  what  is 
asked,  &e3;  fmproptr  |o  t^ni  to  t^O  Outninilteo  on 
Msnufaetores,  SSH;  further  debate,  B4k9;  referred  to  tha 
Coti3mltt<»  of  Way  a  and  M$aiu,M;  a  re  ^ort  of  the 
Committer  of  Ways  and  Kean!^S7'^;  the  bl.I1  tn reduce 
and  c^qtijiiiie  duties,  &!>3;  prlnclpk'4  of  the  report  Aitd 
bill eDbvar^io of  tbo  manufiKturiug'  loti^roBt,  G<79;  fap- 
(ier  i-otuttrks  en  tho  ropott. 

Reduelion  a/  DutffJi. — A  bill  reUllv«  to  rrdnetlon  of 
duties  conalilcrvd,  lt9G;  Bmcunt  of  ret^eDuo  txpedlant 
for  tho  Qov&rninent,  606;  nolt,  WT;  what  junO'ant  of 
reycnn'B  ndotj  of  twelr-eYK'r  ceiit.  will  bring,  1  tffent 
of  tho  proposed  r<H!iietlon,  C9&;  bow  Ikr  Ju-^tloB  and 
^'quality  In  ttie  Q.wal  opemtiOhS' of  ths  Gorol-dtil'ent bare 
diotated  this  hill,  eSB;  DiUnatmcnt  ot  the  quoetloE,  609 ; 
eoinpialntd  o^uet  tbe  tarllT,  TOl ;  nD  imjM^t  duty  a  tax 
on  tbe  prndiicer,  V>\  ■  wbali  Is  (he  fhct?  itlS;  Impostn  ore 
luce  on  the  cooanmptlin  of  tbo  counlry,  KH;  England 
cannot  tnlcD  our  uittona  unlifM  ve  tnke  ber  Hiannfa-^ 
tarea,103;  does  tbe  tarltT  lessen  the  caiunniptioii  of 
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tME,U;  ttlintjuaqnalaitd  U0iiit,e6;  this  hU  tax 
pwnUirir<qiptMrir«.8(i;  tt  la  Mdd  tint  tiito  ndnotloa 

wUldrlTetluatatoBf  N0vTorictoAUiidt>x,86;  Ult 
trae  ?  86 ;  hov  It  can  aopplj  tlia  d(dl«leno7,  6t  \  Uxm 
■MthflTOTBt  enemlM  of  IndiutrT',  M;  ultworka  on 
Halston  BItbt,  In  Ylrglnift,  ST ;  mmt  tiu  wlud«  wm- 
rnnnlt;  bear  a  grievoiu  tax,  la  ordtr  to  koap  np  m  Uw 
dnU  Bsd  nnprafUaltls  mU  mnksT  87;  aaMRdmant  n- 

Uvrad  to  InclHde  Imported  Inn  need  tor  azee,  boaa, 
Ac,  In  tbe  amendmant,  87 ;  tbe  power  of  Congreos  to 
Impoa*  bntdena  on  the  oltUeiu,  whence  doea  ItailaoT 
S7 ;  ottjact  of  tbe  ConfedaratloD  to  provide  fin-  the  fen- 
oral  dehoee  and  common  wol&ra,  88 ;  what  Is  provided 
b7  tbla  bUl  r  88 ;  the  qneitlon  on  OiIb  bill  ia  OaaUy  to 
MtUa  the  bapm  ot  tbe  Sooth  and  Waat,  89;  other 
■nnidmeBta  movod,  89;  blU  orderod  t»  b«  ongiMBed, 
89;  iwdDtb»ollmd,90;  Ud  on  the  taUo,  90i 

QoMtioa  on  tbo  paaaaca  of  Uw  tariff  bin,  90;  lAat 
does  ita  title  profcaat90;  ol4oeUoBStotbabIIl,91;  bUl 
paaaed,.9L 

BUI  to  repeal  tbe  datf  on  aalt,  reported,  91;  motion  to 
postpone  to  next  aeaalon,  lost,  91 ;  note,  91 ;  motion  to 
amend  tbe  blU  by  redndng  tbe  datr  on  molasses,  99 ; 
onaroua  nature  of  the  dnty,  99 ;  remwka  on  the  ult 
trade,  98;  bUl  ordered  to  be  ongKMaed,  98;  qnaatlmoa 
the  fiaal  paasage,  108;  Senate  has  s^lonmed  and  too 
late  ^  aet,  IW;  bill  pued,  lOT. 

Bill  to  rednoa  tbe  da^  on  mnlaiaini  and  ram  nported' 
andreadtwlos,98;  ordered  tothe third  reading, 98;  bill 
passed,  107. 

.SiiA.— In  tbe  Senate,  leave  aaked  to  Intiodnce  a  bill 
flw thenpealef  theda^oa  Mlt,  Ifll;  oltjeetiona,  162; 
taathnoDj  of  Bn^lah  witnaaaaa  on  the  Importance  of 
file  attlde  la  agrteoltara,  189, 1«B^  181;  flutbu  extraeto 
from  taatbaoar,  166^  108,  187,  189,  189,  ITO,  lU;  the 
Tdne  of  aalt  to  atoek  u  proved  both  bf  the  EoiJlab  and 
American  testlmonj,  171 ;  necoailty  cS  stm  made  aalt 
Ibr  butter  and  cheeBe,lT3;  loaa  of  baocm  bynalogflre 
made  salt,  ITS ;  do.  plokled  pork,  178;  dot  plcUed  boel^ 
119;  evUi  <tf  driving  cattie  from  the  Wesl^  111 ;  dlsad- 
vaatagOB  aader  vbleh  brman  in  the  Western  States 
labor  with  req>eet  to  aalt,  int;  the  domeatio  monopoly, 
tfS;  rwoltinc  In  the  present  enormonaptlae,  174;  the 
«dt  tax  fidla  heevteat  apon  the  laboriaf  dassee,  174; 
Btook  raqnired  In  tbe  TTnlted  States,  ITS;  tbe  atlat  of 
salt  nnlveraal  In  the  West,  ITS;  the  line  of  dlstlnoUon 
between  good  and  bad  salt,  174;  tbe  harden  of  tho  aalt 
tax  on  the  West  aggravated  contrast,  177;  fluinere 
most  laterested  in  the  alxriltlon  of  this  tax,  17T ;  everr 
Intmst  erles  aload,  178;  the  Britlah  FaiilameBt  had 
totaUr repealed  thessltdntles,  118;  provialonsof  the 
bill  explained,  179;  snbjeoi  laid  oa  the  table,  17V;  bUl 
withdrawn,  189. 

/rotk— Tbe  views  of  tbe  mlaoritj  at  tbe  Beleot  Com- 
mittee oonridered,  SSS ;  what  shall  be  dcote  with  tbe 
nportrstSS;  lot  It  be  printed,  958;  nnpaiilamenlaiT' and 
tmprecedented, SB8 ;  Ibcmer  preeedeatSgM;  psperre- 
oetved,9S8. 

8»ff<xr.—Ia  the  Honae,  a  rawdaUon  relative  to  redndng 
thedntf  oamigareonsldared,98T;  modUled,S88;  qaee- 
tt<Hk  of  consldentlon  carried,  SS8 ;  time  the  datj  was 
abidlahed,  988 ;  original  oae  of  angar,  888;  taxes  \inder 
oar  BTstem  are  paid  bj  tbe  prodaoers,  988 ;  the  prioe 
of  sugar  has  not  declined  In  this  ooOBtry  In  oonseqnence 
of  Its  prodnetion,  989;  dlseosatoL  of  tbe  East  India 
sacar  datr  In  the  House  of  Comraoni,989;  price  from 
IBSl  to  1891^  890 ;  consamptloa  la  En^bmd  and  Fiance, 
190;  proteeUon  alltorded  to  raflaera,  990 ;  the  redaetton 
Is  not  Ukelr  to'destny  or  taiantunj  ^tintntoii  the 
maiinflwtwre  la  this  oonatry,  993;  the  narigaUonof  the 


oenntiTBaU  tabekB(akUwM;  fh»ad|eattf  |n> 

dootloa^ewel  In  1l»a  ngrmiteH:  nvartftaKOe 

Treasnry,  80(L 

>Sa«L— In  the  Hooae,  a  bin  to  lepeel  tke  at*  latedig 
tbe  dn^,  818;  this  tax  jaatty ooinplalneJ  byahap 
portloa  of  the  people,  813 ;  notblnitauBDal  lan|«lli( 
soob  a  Mil,  818 ;  effectathe  meaaara  wooldhaveatta 
people  of  tbe  Booth,  818;  ol^eetof  tlwteftetAate 
the  pockets  of  the  poor  and  give  to  th«  ilA,aS;  «W 
btbeoltfectt  SU;  motlan  to  reject  the biIl,SU;  ■■«■ 
to  Iv  the  bUloa  the  table,  815;  oat  of  arte,SU;  no- 
son, 816;  seeoad  readlng,81£;  laid  wt  the  taUa.8U; 
motion  to  print  the  report  <tfc«miiiHte«,  cmtad,31l 

la  the  Benate,a  bill  to  reduae  the  dntja*  bdha 
Uankets,  8D8;  moved  to  rdbr  to  tfc«  Oemwrfttea  m 
FlaBnoe,8B6;  ihr  tir  tbit  '^mammtt  ™ 
888;  iataatloDof  cnflanattogtnmgraiattaiette 
hand!  ef  teOooualttee  «•  IbnftatKM) OS;  hIb 
sefolar  aid  parllameDtary  eoarae^  808;  Wiaa  tt  Oa 
British Parilament,ffi7;  ItwUl  be  anflmA  tm  heatg- 
leoted  nuW  every  thing  else  is  finiebed,  8ST;  reiKtsd 
to  Committee  on  ICanalhfAnifl^  8S7. 

JBtdueUon  (>f  IMfes.— In  the  Senate,  a  TaadaOm 
relatlvo  to,  oanddeted,  880;  the  diaaattebaOaB  A  lia 
Boatb,S80;  Uttlepmveotof  *reteetleB,aiO;  tariKcf 
laUiSSl;  a i^egwire  deareaai ef  AoOwto  aUlitt 
a  alow  p^soB,  881 ;  oonse  pnpoaed  iBr  tke  MHaaaf  fti 
Senate.  889;  tbe  existing  ataterfni^Manetedpiu^akj 
in  tbe  conntry,  889;  this  change  from  dtetnas  topro^ 
perlty  baa  beea  the  work  of  Amcriean  Iti^fclatlBa  titm 
log  American  indoatij,  888;  predtettooe  agiimt  Oa 
Ameilcaa  B7Stem,B88;  a^ftflar«,S8B;  Oa  magid- 
tade,  nmUeetien^  darattwi  of  the  ayatMO^  aad  Oa 
high aothnitlee  ttethav*  naUned  tt,88it'M;  at£ 
ve  break  dowB  and  destnvR  loag  urtBtlifciil  ^^n, 
earefnIIybvntapaiidaanetloBedfasd;  agpaitaaai- 
meat  In  Sooth  Gan>Una,8«f;  Ita  doasted  eaateiil 
nniahablted  balls,  SSt;  tbe  danger  to  the  Uidoa  <sai 
not  He  on  tbe  side  of  paralateaee  la  the  Amedeaa  qt- 
tern,  bat  on  that  of  Ita  abudonment,  834 

Importanoe  of  tbe  resolstloiH^  887 ;  thepoB^lsdi- 
coised  as  a  qneattoa  «f  inMrtr.SST;  la  fhaiw  a^r  pasV 

III  II   Iij  lliil  iiiiili  III  iTii  Ilili  llii  ■iBisaailmln 

esUIUaaaatBr  Ssr;eatetoftbaaeraMlBlla^lBsaa 
en^rellef  iBtobeftMBd  la  the  fedastton  of  lhanfe- 
ane,  888;  allowing  i^ctare  drawn  of  theeeadUsarf 
theooontry.aai;  it  is  said  that  Vbglala  b  aeoie  bw 
filed  by  the  tarlif  than  any  otbn  State  la  tbe  Cita, 
898;  other  remarks  relative  to  Virginia,  88S;  teia,  a9f; 
prMe  of  Virginia,  898;  tbecaaasttf  her  dtatxM  latM 
riuaelladMqi  and  pmhasas  dear,88B;  the  daMn 
oTSiehome  market^ 888;  st^U^rtbe  AnadMB^re- 
tcmaadwhatlBitT  881 

Amonnt  of  present  tax  on  Imported  aiUda^  888;  AaD 
the  people  be  thos  taxed  to  eiMhle  the  demeoaie  oaasa- 
footarer  to  tax  them  to  tbe  same  degree  oa  all  artida 
manofhotaredaad  sold  by  them  T  896;  tbe  traepcbid- 
pie  of  tazatloB  is  to  impoee  Itoa  thoee  beet  able  to  bwr 
It,  898;  the  redaction  pnqposea  to releese  Inxute,  m\ 
•Idoeta  «(  oi^tdMi  la  oOMaattaff  to  take  aC  Ike  date 
oaartldeBaierdo  netmnaflntareeawMtbeaimta^ 
899;  efltocta  of  this  syitem  or  taxattoa  tm  Ikepertia- 
teraats<«theoonntir,898;  are  tt*  eslatlBK  Mff  bna 
CoasUtatlmial  T  899. 

Said  to  be  a  Ul^t  on  the  SoothMS  Bta«aa,4B0;  tth 
eald  that  tbe  tarU^  by  Awtiimjug  the  price  at  jua- 
nflMtared'  arUele,  tends  to  dlmlnlab  Its  iiiieaiiaiiiiliii 
among  the  poorer  olaasea,  thus  limltjag  the  exteat 
tiMdnaand,  A&,401;  a  ewe  to  ahew  that  the  fB«dw 
p^ratbedatr.«l;  theeoadtttaa  of  the  flentk  aate 
tUs  ayateai,  aiu  tobeeneef  ■■'"n—f'iil  difTCiriB^ 
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M;  tbfl  ptatnra  gntOj  menlnvn,  409;  oalUraUon  at 
th*  BohUi,  402 ;  affoct  <rf  the  repeal  of  the  Um  of  prl- 
mogtlltim,  409 ;  the  onne  of  sUreir  and  not  the  tariff 
Mli^tath* hopes  ta  tUa  ftlr  land,  408;  publio  fesUog 
«n«d  M  to  tlM  oondoet  of  niMtan  towAitfs  thatriterea, 
40S;  iMMM  tbo  MpMityof  the  South  ftotrnHvldaal 
•Bteqwbe,  40S;  hablta  of  the  northern  and  middle 
Statea,«08;  effi»ct of  theae  eanaea,  408. 

Who  can  decdro  a  change  In  the  organle  Btmetore  or 
practical  legislation  bj  ifldeti  the  change  In  this  ootmtry 
tn  flfty-fllx  yean  haa  been  afficted,  404;  one  part  should 
BotbemademlxerTlenttotheothor,  404;  lAatli  the 
eaoM  of  the  Boothem  distress,  406;  other  cMues  than 
thepoH^of  pntMttoa,406;  ecAton  IsUie  ^odnet  «f 
nezhaastlng  plant,  406;  Inereaaed  productkm  and  fell 
of  price,  406;  emigration,  406;  eanses  irf  distress  evi- 
dently distinct  from  the  tariff  406 ;  the  American  sys- 
tem ftrandfld  on  the  broad  and  Impregnable  principle 
of  natlanal  Independenee,  406 ;  It  la  no  selllah  policy,  400 ; 
It  emanates  from  remote  antlqnlty,  406;  the  patriotism 
ud  Intaraata  of  PcnngjlTanl*  lnTCitT«4  In  Uw  ate«dy 
pi'uaecutlon  of  thtapolley,4or;  wbatara  the  fhifts of 
thisPeiui«^nnlnpidleyr40T;  thaaitletoor  btm,  407; 
•Ifbots  of  onrpoKey  OD  tUs  metal,  40T;  leaolotlons  be- 
fore the  Senate^  408 ;  protection  ma  one  of  the  moTing 
objeeta  ot  the  revolution  et  the  Onion  and  of  the  dele- 
gationitf  tie  powers  of  the  GoTemmont,408;  Inflexi- 
ble as  to  nothing  bntadeqoato  protectlan,  408;  main- 
tenance of  the  harmony  and  peipotnity  of  the  Union, 

TIm  present  qneiUon  ona  of  etpedlen^,  409;  shall 
we  give  to  tba  Indnstiy  of  ih»  eonntty  the  naikot  of 
Am  ooinitry,byinesn8  0f  protrnttradnBeaf  408;  Con- 
gress  has  not  nsnrped  nndelegated  powers,  400;  the 
qnastlon  is  not  whether  a  new  policy  shall  bo  now 
adopted,  410 ;  no  Bbrte  erer  became  groat  bnt  by  a  steady 
and  persevering  pnrsnit  of  Its  poHey,  410 ;  ancient  Kome 
was  once  an  Inoonstderablo  Tillage,  410;  aleadlneas  of 
pmrndt  Hhutrated  by  Athens,  tiO;  trhat  pen  than 
that  absorbing  avarlee  of  Ikmef  411;  strange  that  tba 
expediency  tt  the  proteotlTe  policy  should  be  doabted, 
CI. 

Where  Is  the  mntnal  fbrboarsnoe  and  oeneesslon  which 
pervaded  the  conneils  of  the  nation  on  the  Ibimation  of 
the  Union!  418;  fromwhat  sooroe  does  this  Ug^  state  of 
prosperity  amanatef  418;  what  Is  this  Ameriean  system 
Inanother  point  of  view  1 418;  protest  againat  this  mla- 
eaUad  Ameriean  ^7Btein,4U;  lOmowtranee  of  Alabama, 
411;  tb»  annul  nuasage  of  the  Fiealdent,  41*;  the 
revenne  may  be  rednced  to  the  wants  of  the  Government 
without  destroying  domestic  mannfbctnres,  bnt  not 
wlthont hurting  them,4S0;  prooft,490;  eiportntlon  ct 
eotton  to  foreign  oonntrlM,  4Sl ;  other  articles,  481 ;  salt, 
418;  operation  of  the  tariflT  on  salt,  foreign  and  domea- 
tl^aa;  flu  W«t  heeds  foreign  trade,  1M;  thededUu 
of  exports  haa  mien  chiefly  on  the  prodneta  of  the  Bon  th 
aiiAW«t,41S;  the ptesaat atit* oC  tmda  between  the 
West  and  the  tariff  States  la  on  awoiae  Awtlag 
for  the  West  than  that  of  the  Golonlata  was  witb  the 
jnotiier  eanntry,  tiB;  the  West  lias  a  deep  Interest  In 
the  preservation  of  the  foreign  tmde,  4$6. 

ne  res^ntlous,  495 ;  amendment  lost,  4ffi5;  another 
amendment  eSbred,  486;  we  most  not  abandon  the  sys- 
tem of  protection,  4S0;  resolBtioM  sflbied,  4M;  whatis 
^ppeeed  r 480 ;  eKplanatlen  aTote^  4Sr ;  a  mislske  SB  to 
the  aKtsBtortbaoanqneatatheprotsafln  poUey  has  made 
«nrtheop|KMitloatolt,4ir;  pnftelly  ^aeOeable  to 
tavlaw  and  arrange  the  whob  system  at  this  session,  42T; 
three  distinct  propositions  under  oonsideratlon,  493; 
what  these  aaveral  plana  propose,  488;  the  aeenmalatlon 
«f  mi^iuaalii  the  neanxyla  Oe  grsataatera  toba  dep* 


recated  In  tUs  ocmntry,  488;  reitorenee  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Uanolhotnns  moved,  430 ;  eflOot  o^  this  reftr- 
esoe,  4S0;  advantago  of  the  reforonee,  480;  decision  of 
the  Senate,  480;  its  effect,  480;  a  protest  against  a 
nodlfleation  of  the  tariff  ol  1888^  wifli  Ita  ofltaalve 
ftatores  nntonehed,  481 ;  a*  point  in  dispute  between 
the  friends  sad  <q^>onents,  481 ;  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  lost,  4S1;  fttrtber  motions,  481,  4SS;  further 
amendments  and  debate,  483, 488, 484;  proposition  to 
report  on  a  redaction  of  the  price  ot  pnbUo  lands,  eti^ 
ried,  486 ;  resolutions  agreed  to,  4861 

This  bin  gives  no  relief;  BIO ;  It  recognizee  the  pn^ 
toetlve  system  as  the  settled  ot  the  eonntry,  010; 
It  Gontaliis  the  ndnlmnma  nd  the  speelfte  dntisa^  (HI ; 
not  a  single  ftatnn  to  recommend  ft  to  any  but  ftlendi 
of  the  Ameriean  system,  Sll;  reasons  for  voting  for  the 
U1I,B19;  bUI  passed,  613. 

JOnimum  XHMM.—Ia  the  Honse,  a  rceolntion  eon* 
sidered,  068;  object  of  the  resolution,  664;  twofold, 
064;  to  inquire  Into  the  pmctioal  eflbetof  mlulmnm 
duties,  BC4 ;  Inquiry  shonld  be  permitted  as  a  mattor  of 
eourtesy,  BS4;  otdaot  of  the  reB0lntion,BB4;  what  Is  the 
mlnlmnm  dtttjf  605;  how  Intiodnoed  Into  our  leglsla* 
tlonf  nS;  modres  whleh  inllaeneed  South  OaroUan  In 
this  measure  Is  1810^  006;  have  her  antldpaUona  been 
reaUndt  066;  the  mann&etnrer  ftmlshes  an  Important 
branch  of  our  foreign  trade,  666 ;  effect  of  this  mann- 
ftetnro  of  cotton  on  prices,  660 ;  Is  South  Carolina  pre- 
pared to  break  down  or  cripple  any  part  of  this  rnann- 
Iketnre  alia  has  done  eo  mneh  to  binUd  npT  807;  Bttio 
Importonoe  to  which  committee  refonnce  la  node,  007; 
it  la  sold  Bonth  GndUna  had  the  honor  of  origlnnflng 
ae  tariff;  BBT ;  looks  Into  the  reoofd  or  the  proceedings, 
668 ;  olijeot  of  flie  mlntmnms  in  1898  was  to  exelnds 
Importation,  688;  unjust  to  strike  ont  the  deflnlto  In- 
quiry and  Insert  a  general  Inquiry,  668 ;  the  amendment 
Isssid  to  violate  the  coorteslesof  the  House,  BBS;  If  the 
object  of  the  inquiry  was  the  same,  why  offor  the 
aaiendmentr  000;  theUU  of  lSia,fiO»;  If  raweottim 
oan  be  eonTortad  into  dotti  for  less  money  than  In  Eng- 
land, whyeontinna  thedn^f  000;  prices  npon  whleh 
the  mlnfmnns  of  1810  were  founded,  080;  rsscdntlan 
passed,  001. 

Memorial  Savth  iyaroHna.—tbe  memorial,  661 ; 
moved  to  rehr  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heans, 
661;  moved  to  nter  to  Committee  of  Mann&eturea, 
061 ;  the  SQfajeet  to  which  It  refers  Is  revenue,  661 ;  the 
memorial  eomplalna  of  protection,  and  ahonld  go  to  tite 
Committee  on  Mannftrtmree,  001;  erery  thing  slon^tered 
byrefsranee  to  the  Committee  on  lCaniillMtares,60l; 
would  the  people  of  the  Booth  f^l  satisfied  with  sneh  a 
proposition  T  663;  they  are  Jnstly  entitled  to  what  Is 
asked,  001;  Improper  to  send  to  the  Committee  on 
Mannitetures,  668;  fhrther  debate,  668;  reftrred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  064;  a  report  ti  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  0TB;  the  bin  to  rednee 
and  equHw  dntle^  BT8;  prineiplat  «f  the  report  and 
bill  snbrenive  of  the  mnnallMtnring  Interest,  S78;  far- 
ther  remarks  on  the  report,  6T0. 

Jitdvetlon  of  7>i(Mes;-— A  bill  relative  to  reduction  of 
duties  considered,  006;  amount  of  rerenne  expedient 
fln-ttae  Government,  600;  nofe,60T;  what  amonnt  of 
revenue  adnly  of  twelve^rcont. will  Mng,O0T;  dfoot 
of  the  proposed  redsetton,  OBS;  how  ftr  Jastiee  and 
equally  In  the  llseal^ienttons  of  the  Ctovemnient  ban 
dlotstodabbin,«S8;  adJnstmentof  the  question,  000; 
eompbdnts  agalnat  the  tario;  TOI ;  an  impost  duty  a  tax 
on  the  prodneer,  701 ;  what  is  the&otf  708;  Imposts  are 
taxes  on  the  consnmpUon  of  the  conntry,  703;  England 
cannot  take  our  eottona  unless  we  take  her  manulhe- 
toree,  T03;  does  the  tariff  lessen  the  eonsmnptlon  of 
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MttooiTW;  wTon  of  men  o<  (Mdu^TW;  UoOnOoeb's 
Tlew  fl#low  wages  on  ootton,  Ao,  ns;  Bonth  OvoUna 
vIU  not  submit,  T04 

One  KMon  irhj  yim  sbonld  not  BboUsh  or  alter  the 
•ztstlBg iMX>teeUTa  ^rstem,  7U;  effsct  of  tlie  amend- 
mantpnyxwedtTU;  It  to  salA  the  ajatetn  opentes  with 
%  local  and  partU  asTeri^  upva  the  planting  Btatta, 
T14;  tlila  la  tlio  onlr  plaastUe  gronnd  of  attack  on 
the  arsteo),  714;  said  to  be  a  qnestloii  of  right  and  Jds- 
tiea,  7M;  views  adraneed,  715;  a  measure  Is  inexpe- 
dient If  U  Iqjnrea  other  sections  and  intereata  mora 
than  It  beoeSto  the  Sooth,  Tlfi;  elalma  whieh  this  in- 
doatrj  haa  on  jroo,  716;  has  a  state  of  beta  snbstan- 
tlallj  new  ud  material  arisen  since  1834  and  1828^  which 
diaehargea  fm  of  jroar  pledge,  and  renders  It  honorable 
«ndexpedletittoalw&diDD  UMpoUeyadoptedT  71<;  hat 
It  been  aaeertalned  that  proteetton  Is  nnavalllng  and 
Inazpedlent?  717;  eoet  too  mnoh  to  ceUbUsh  mannftc- 
tnroB  \tj  a  proteetiTti  pollof,  It  Is  tM,  TIT;  does  It  work 
an  orer-balaooe  of  national  Iqjorjrr  71S;  tbeatUtnde 
of  Bonth  Carolina,  718;  jm  Tiolate  in  some  sort  tho 
piloted  &ltb  of  the  nation.  710 ;  a  statesman  who  does 
this  dsed  Is  gnll^  of  prodlgallj  sqoandwlng  a  national 
^opartjT,  TU;  aD  men  admit  Um  nine  <tf  mannlhotiiraB 
to  a  nation,  110;  not  nad*  ont  that  the  existing  prut«c- 
ttve  tytUm  does  svil  to  the  Sooth,  790 ;  fbrther  remarks, 
721,783;  nofe,  TKL 

Amendmeul  proposed,  7M;  ^thf  on  tho  snbject, 
784 ;  how  are  grioTanoea  to  be  redressed  that  are  denied 
•11  credit?  725 ;  the  great  Ineqnallly  and  Iqjiutleft  of  the 
aystsm,  719;  the  burdens  borne  examined,  TU;  eondl- 
ttea  ot  tiu  South  1b  relation  to  the  eomlbrts  of  llfi;, 
W,  the  Bjatem  Is  dangerooe  to  the  peaoe  and  harmony 
«r  tha  Union,  7S8;  eaassa  which  led  to  the  Eerolotlon, 
T8S;  onr  tax  i^ipropriated  Id  otheroonntries,  789;  ex- 
amittatimi  of  Dr.  Franldin  before  a  committee  of  Par- 
'  llament,7e9;  Declaration  of  Independence,  780;  Isonn 
a  ease  difl^nt  from  the  eolonlesf  780;  did  the  people 
mean  no  more  bj  the  BoTolstian  than  a  change  of  maa- 
tetst  780. 

Tb*  protect!  re- ijrstem  had  Iti  origin  In  Tltglnia,  781; 
oor  UMBSton  did  not  anthoilie  In  the  Cwslitntloa  » 
modHlcatlon  of  tho  Terr  prinelple  whleh  prodooed  the 
Berolntion,  781 ;  lint  caase  of  offence  to  the  colonics 
was  a  tarilf  on  West  India  prodncc,  788;  principle  of 
the  EevolQllon,  783;  flnandal  Tlew  of  the  sraonnt  of 
bnrdena  Imposed  on  the  Sonthem  States,  and  of  the 
unequal  expenditnre  of  the  rercnne  colloeted  hj  im- 
posts, 788;  It  Is  said  the  npsal  of  thUsrstem  will  pros- 
trate tho  prodnettTB  labor  of  tho  North,  784;  tUsqnes- 
tlw  nmst  BOW  bd  nttled  «n  i  ponnsnent  basis,  784; 
nneh  eoneeded  to  flio  raMioftatnrlng  Intereats  In  the 
eollcetlon  of  the  rcTenne,  TW;  It  Is  said  anjr  redaction 
ot  duties  shoaid  be  sradaal,  T8S. 

Amendments  proposed,  741 ;  ol^lect  to  make  the  bill 
eoasistent  with  Itself,  741 ;  test  the  great  principle  main- 
tained throngbont  the  bill,  741 ;  protecUoa  to  the  navl- 
gaUng  Interest  atniek  out,  T43;  other  amendments 
.  noTed,  748 ;  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  748.  S§6  Ik- 
(te^  Tob.  1,  S,  8,  <    6^  7, 8,  i;  la 

JMUt  m  Anpo  r<«.— Laji  ng  of  and  ngnlatfiig  oommeree, 
two  dlstinet  powers  S9IL 

JMUt  m  ImporU. — Reaolntlons  adopted  bj  the  Clt^  of 
New  York  on  tbe  subject  of  the  tariff  488. 

SvUf  on,  7bnna(/t.—SM  IiidM,  toL  1. 


B 

JHmoMoii,  OMnmittM  o»^8e§  TndeK,  toL  19: 
Xdwasb*  HnnAir,  Aidt4m  itf^Stt  JnOtUL  -nL  8L 


JBscifon  (/ i^esUsRt-ifiM /»<Is>^  TcL  1.  ud  iiMls%  vri.^ 

XUctorta  rot»  for  PrMfdenLSd*  ladmx,  toL  1». 
BHffOMUv      a  JUtidmt  4»  FiiaiUisrfoM  to  a  Baat  Oi 

noii44  from.  Maua^m9«tU.—B«*  I»dmB,  toL  T. 
Euioi,  XinruB,  aztmot  fton  Os  ipBseh  VIS. 
Kun,  PowutTAV,  OB  tho  deeeaseef  Hohort  H.  Adaa« 

ISS;  Senator  fhm  HlsrisiippI,  S<7.    Sm  Mai^Tsk. 

6,ia 

EULSwoRTK,  VnuAii  on  topograpUcal  aaiTsj^  4, 9; 
on  the  ease  of  Jadge  Pe^  8T,  88 ;  on  tba  expettaes  tt 
Impeachment,  804;  on  tlie  Tarklah  mlaatoo.  Ml ;  Befrt- 
sentatire  from  Conneetlcnt,  588;  on  tho  ■xniiaTiiiiiiiiss< 
Ull,e4»;  onthoSrath  Candlna  elalma,  fiH;  on  the  In- 
Bolrent  Debtor's  hUi,  001 ;  on  tho  oow  of  Surael  Ha» 
ton,  071 ;  on  the  eonventioa  with  Frmmee,  WB ;  on  sa^ 
•orlbing  ibr  the  Eeglater  of  DebatMi,  TS8;  on  tedaita^ 
Ing  the  bank,  748.  ^Jwbi\TOLia 

Emi>arao.—Su  Jndta,  toIs.  8, 4, 6  and  InO^  toL  X,  Gnm 
Britain. 

SniitCmMU,  Encwragammt  qf,-—S»»  Jmdem,  toL  SL 
Etaxs,  Gioun,  BepreaentiAlTO from  Halae^ Sm  AsJs- 

dea^ToLlO. 

Etaxi,  JomrA,  BepinntnttTO  feom  Poaa^rhiBlB,  M 
£MJWdaa),ToL10. 

Etkutt,  Edwaed,  on  Indian  aflUra,  SIS;  Bepreaattbtfbi 
from  Maasachnaetts,  B8S ;  on  tho  Soath  CaroIlMa  mona- 
rial,  668;  on  steam  carrlage8,ffTS;  on  maanl  et  fiiA- 
Ington's  remains,  585;  001 ;  on  the  oondact  of  the  baa^ 
687;  on  arresting  Honaton,  647;  on  poot-ottceeeBtme^ 
Stt;  on  Oe  eonrantlon  with  Franoe,  tqs  ;  oa  the  eas- 
Tentlm  with  Fmnc^  TIO;  on  tbo  BogMar  oT  ribtfw. 
m  8MMdmi,yia».6,t,Vt. 

Etmmbt,  Hokaq^  B^reeaataBTB  frwn  Tw—^  9K.  Im 
IndM,  TOl.  1& 

Ewnre,  TnoiuB,  Senator  ttom(Alo,S<T:  on  Hm  : 
ot  dntiea,  400 ;  on  atnondmsBts  to  Ota 
488;  on  dlstribntlon  of  pmoaeda  of  land 
the  bank  Tcto,  B84L 

JBselss  o»  IAq%wrt,—BM  Indta,  Tola.  1,  &. 
XBtatUtt  I>tpartmmt—3e4  Mm,  toL  i. 
Jfcaeiriftw  Pmtn^Su  Mtu,  toL  & 
EBpatrialim.—S»*  Indm,  Tolfc  8,  €. 
Bbpadition  offOdnM  Porio  Sieo.—St*  TiuiaBe,  TttL  1 
&)pmdiiura,  BedmaUon.  n^-~S»4  Indeas,  toL  T. 
JBsaplorinff  JtoptdttloiL—iSM  Indta,  toL  IOl 
Jbgnm^ta;  As  ^Mfrno)  ^  (U  A«iiata.--iS;M  Ada^  tcL  L 


Aderol  .ftM^M>^  AtfsB, Tnta. 4t ^ Mtm^j^X 
8,  .^««mIm«i<i  to  a»  OtmmuUm. 

FxLDm,  Jon  It,  B«p?sMBtattTe  Itam  Bonth  CBtdb^W 

FiKSLiT,  Jua,  BepreoestatlTe  fhun  Tennoot,  fiSS.  Sm 
/ndeoa,  toIs.  8,*  9, 10. 

FiTMxxAin,  William,  SepresentatlTe  from  ToBBaaaos^aK. 

Hoffqftht  Vhit«dStattt.-~8€6lndmetVoLl. 

J7aH(fa£<HKtCIir<iM;— IntheHooscablll  ferOoi 
noaBt of; MBsldend,  68;  notion  to  exelade  all 4 
hara been  eonflrmod  ^  tho  Begtaterasd  SaBaTet;Ab 
18;  thebUlpT^ooatB0  90Wpr|aol|doialaglslntlsn,M; 
oltfeot  of  OongrsM  la  otganlilBg  social  tiibnab  It 
tbe  a4)ii<ll*»tion  of  these  daima,  68 ;  flrst  IniTamis  rfsa 
attempt  to  reverse  the  decUonof  PnninilaslnaisiL  tt: 
this  motion  will  Introduce  a  new  ^atem  tt  It  aniuiiilt 
68;  irhit li Hn  nTiJrnt T ftfl :  Ihn  pnllnf  nf  rianr^i.TTuhoJ. 
Spain,  In  regard  to  lands,  69;  groBDde  upon  wUd  tUs 
BtotloB  Is  placed,  68;  o»edloa^  70 ;  flu  Iha  laaMiti. 
71  AsAtiea^  toLUl 

lUHiaAi^in.-SMMm.'nLI.  OmaU-AoJM^TaL 
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a  gwwmnitf^— to Iftdn, joL ft.  ^ponMTVMty, 

JMm,  nL  &    )rr«at«r(.~^d  Auta^  toL  ft. 
liorida  and  Oeot-gia  Sovndtuy  ZAm^Xb  tlw  Honaa^  a 

BHM^  reUtlv«  to  neelred,  H2. 
Flora,  Jonv,  letter  on  nmonl  of  WasUngtOB^  nmelna, 

00ft 

Foot,  Sutiru  A.,  on  tfa«  fcnenl  Bppropilitlon.  2S0;  Bene- 
torftMn  Oomwotlca^Mr;  on  B«TohitloiiAr7  p«n*loaa, 

441.  iS^J»<lM^ToU.»,10. 
Aofe  Itfolvtton.S««  JntUa,  toL  10,  PuMto  ZondA 
Foui,  JjLxn,  BopmenUUre  from  PemiajlTuiU,  5Sa  /Sm 

AdM^  vol  10. 

Fbratffn  MinitUrt,  Abntt  ^  Prioiltg6.—8e6  ImUu,  toL  8. 
.tbrMffn  RtlaHont.—S»*  Ind^  yoU.  4,  01 
forMffntrt,  PttUtoita  from.— 8m  IwUa,  vol  a 
FoBSTTB,  JoBV,  OB  tb«  ittttoul  nwd  InOliIo,S13;  on  the 
TinkUh  eMBiiilnloii,8a;  Senator  from  G«oiig;Ia,847; 
OB  fTaahlngton'ablrth  di^,  88T;  on  the  apporttMuneat 
bill,  413,  4H;  ontlieinlaalontoaiutemala,444;ontlM 
Belgludi  mlailoQ,  445 ;  on  claim  aceodea,  44T ;  on  re- 
charter  of  the  United  States  Bank,  484 ;  on  a  atatne  of 
Waahln^n,  497 ;  on  the  BegUter  of  Debates,  T8ti;.  Sm 
Jndtm,  ToL  10. 

Foana,  Tnoiua  F.,  on  the  Uj^arlUa  toad  Mil,  M;  on 
printlBtthe2ndklai7r^or^8S4;  S^aaontatlTe  from 
Oeeigla,BS8;  oathelaMflTentdabton'bllI,On;  on  the 
eondnet  of  the  bank,  09;  OBUieBtlBgnonBtoB,HT;  on 
Bobscrlblnc  for  the  Beglater  at  Debatea,  Its,  Ttt.  8m 
JWottv  ToL  10. 

^ranct,  OowomtUm  vHh.—Ja  tbo  Hotue,  a  bill  to  oBiTjr 
Into  effect,  Aic,  considered,  70S ;  datails  of  the  blU,  70S-, 
two  yeara^  time  enongh  for  oompleting  the  dntles  of  thU 
eommlaalon,  708;  oonfilct  between  the  Intereata  of  ttie 
dUniantiiTW;  time  ihoald  not  be  needlnalj  prolcmged, 
T0>;  too  gtaat  »  eutaUment  of  time  would  hare  a 
toodenoy  to  pnah  aaide  anuU  olalmi,  709 ;  period  of  the 
eommloaion  fixed  at  two  years^  710;  amendment  In  rela- 
tion to  eompenaatlon  proposed,  710 ;  allowance  too  small, 
710;  a  per  diem  irlll  get  the  bnslneas  through  maeh 
mmer,  TIO ;  OMnpated  with  the  amonnt  of  compensation 
ta  otker  eases,  710 ;  amendment  carried.  111 ;  amend- 
ment relstlTo  to  the  dn^  on  wine,  711 ;  fiirther  debate 
ni;  prertooa  qiuitlon,  711. 

jywtost  AaZoffMW  wM.-nfiiM  Tida.  S,  8. 

rr«mkiii{f  Prtvii«ffe.—S»e  Ind«e,  Tola  1, 1. 

JWs  Saett,  OolonitaHon  t^.—la  the  Honse,  a  reeolotlon 
reUUre  to,  considered,  M6,  564,  C69, 6T0i 

Frttd4m  <tf  CoMcUnee,—St»  IndM,  toL  I. 

FazUHOBUTanK,  TnxoiKiaa,  on  the  remoYal  of  the  Indians, 
190;  on  tbo  pnnlahment  dneUlng,  IH;  Senator  from 
Hew Jeraef,  847;  on  the  apportionment  bill,  4U;  on 
SardntlOBaiT  PeaslOBi,  441 ;  on  a  dar  of  hninlllatlou, 
W;onaporbaitorVaablagton,fi08L  AsJiKfM^iroLlO. 

FrmoK  Ooionial  Tradt.—8«6  Indea,  toL  9. 

jn-encA  DMr«et,~8t4  Indtm,  vol.  6.  • 

^411  oA  XefugtttiSM  Index,  toL  1. 

8poUattotu.—8e»  Indw,  vols.  2, 8,  T. 

liwMtrt,  Protedion  cf.—8M  Tndt^  toI.  1. 

^'uctttmu  from  Jit*tic4.—S«*  Indt^  toL  1. 

AffiUrajZdveiL-iSw  A<tM^  TOla.  B,  8, 7,  AltMM 


e 

OarrHXB,  N^Ttuir,  BepreaentatlTa  fkOB  Kentae^,  BSSl 

<Sm  Indtm,  ToL  10;  - 
eatMana8tatimS«eUdMa«n.-8uMmi,Ttila.t,% 
Smtrat  Fof/bra— <Sm  Ikdm,  toL  1 
Gtorgia  Land  aakM,-~8MMtm,Yid.  8. 


Owrgia  MUtUa  aatmt,  8HJndtm,v9U.»,»,1,a,». 
Otorffia  CMi»*.'-8«t  IhcIm,  toI  10. 

GMrgia  ProHtt.—BM  IMm,  toL  10. 

German  Zon^woffs,  Zouw  4ik  jSsa /ntfia^ 'nd.  fl. 

Onifoaa,  Johk,  EepresentatlTO  from  Pennaylrania,  Sift 
Am  ItUUt),  ToL  10. 

Olotbz,  Willuk,  evldenee  on  the  naea  of  aalt,  108. 

Oold,  JLm¥^  qft— Beeolntlon  relatire  to,  offered,  SBS. 

QoBDOK,  ViLLUM  F.,  OB  fNlntlng  th«  Jadlefarr  xepet^- 
81T;  B43iteaantatlT«frMBT1r8bila,li88;  Mmmanlor 
WaablngtoB^  remains,  688.  Aa  JUm^  toL  10; 

OrMtBritaia,  BtUOtatory  Mtaavt^U  0».—S»«  Indtn,  toL  1 

GrMk»,AidU>th6.—8e»J^tdtat,ftat.1^i. 

OamraLL,  Oioaoa,  Jr.,  BepreaentaUrefrom  Massaohmetta, 
688 ;  on  the  ^iportloaroent  bill,  647.  84*  Indtct,  toL  10. 

Gaimir,  J.  B.,  B^resentatlTe  from  Bonth  Carolina,  688. 

GKumiy,  Fiux,  on  the  payment  of  wltMnai,  188;  Sena- 
tor frmn  Tennewee,  847;  on  Um  vednelloa  of  dntlaa, 
898;  onBoTOlatlo&urpenBloBg,44l);  oBBeTClntloiwijr 
pensloas,  448;  oa  rednetlon  of  dntiea,  610.  Am  InOn, 
ToL  lOi 

Chtat&mala,  Minion  to.— In  the  Senate,  an  appropriation  for, 
OAnslderod,448;  wholly  nnneoessary,  448;  the  Senate, 
by  Ita  own  act,  created  this  offloe,  448;  great  difference 
between  the  Panama  misdon  and  thepreaeBtone,448; 
Important  tnde  between  Onatemab  and  the  Vnitad 
Btatea,  444;  to  raftue  the  appropriation  ao  Innedlately 
after  confirming  the  nomination  would  bo  oenanrable, 
444 ;  motion  to  strike  ont,  lost,  444. 

OuaUmaia,  MUtion  tc—SM  Ittfya,  vol  & 

fftm&oots.— Am  IndeBS,  toL  1. 

auaLBx,  14k.,  eleoted  Chaplain  ot  the  Honaa,  S74 


JTafteof  Orpiii.  AupeiwlMi      Ah  JitAav  Toli.  ft 

Hall,  Guf.  Wmux,  communication  on  aalt,  108L 

Hall,  Tboius  H.,  RepreBentstlre  from  KocUl  '>*^tw*i 

C88.  Am  Zfldeoe,  Tols.  6, 7,  e,  10. 
Hall,  William,  BepresonUtlTe  from  Tenneesee,  688. 
Ean^Uani,  Mwandtr,  fitport  ^  at  S40r*tary  ^  Me 

T^eMtiry.— Am  hidta,  -wtA.  1,  3>«anwv. 
HAHMOsa,  Joain^  BepraaaBtatlTo  from  How  HiMBpaU»| 

68a  AMAdsai^ToLia 
Haitiia,  BoBKiT,  Senator  from  Indiana,  847. 
Airmentr  <»  .fiKHana,  AmWt  Adiaf^  ToL  S. 

Haxpsk,  Joam  11,  BepnaantaUTv  from  Sow  BanqMhtrtb 

tea. 

HABuaoif,  W.  H.,  oraomonioatlon  on  salt,  170. 

Hawxb,  Alsbkt  G.,  BepreaentatiTe  from  Kentoc^,  688, 

BAWKuta,  HioAJAB  T.,  SepraaantattTa  ftom  North  Can- 
Una,  088.  AMJiMtevv^lOi 

Haxbi^  Bobbr  Ti  o&  tha  pnnlahment  of  dnelUafi  UO^ 
S2S;  OBthanatI«)alnadbiOhlo,H0;  on  tbedntleaoB 
Iron,  SS8 ;  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  847 ;  on  re- 
dncUon  of  duties,  889;  on  Washington's  birthday,. 887 ; 
on  the  ^tportlonment  bill,  418;  on  the  rednetlon  of  da- 
Ues^  ^481,  488 ;  on  the  Colonization  Society,  487, 
488;  on  BeTolatlioary  pensions,  439;  on  the  Belglom 
mliiimi.  446;  onamendmenta  to  tba  bank  charter,  483; 
on  dlstribatlon  of  proeeeda  tX  aalea  of  pobllo  landa, 
BOO;  im  redaetln  of  dntiea,  610. 

KATina,(teAaua,K  wttheM^irUleroadbiU,  82;  oBtha 
dn^  on  angar,  S88;  on  printtng  the  Jndielaiy  report, 
S17.  Ate /«i(f«B,  ToL  la  • 

AotiUM,  propagattng  Ae  ffoipel  omofv.— Am  /ndea 
YoL7. 

Hxmaa,  Willlui,  BepreaentatiTe  from  Fann^Iranla,  68& 
amp,Amtrieaiu—aH  /adar^  toL  T. 
HaHnrun,  Cbaiui  &,  wttnen  ob  Qia  trial  of  Ad|t 
Poek,lH. 
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AndwVMt  JVwMl^  •ff'^  a«  COM  (ift— A«  Ada!;  ToL  T. 

BmnuoK!)  Wiuiaii,  on  the  Boat  OAm  DepHtnutt^  ISO; 
on  tb«  decMM  of  J'nnM  NoUs,  SS7 ;  Seutor  fMm  In- 
diana, H7 ;  on  tbo  Todnetlon  tf  d«tlw,  m  AiA(lM% 

ToU.  S,  10. 

Hnx,  I>UO,  Senator  from  New  Hampehlro,  U7. 

HODSn,  jAiim  L,  B«preaeatatlT«  from  lCai«wli«Mtta,  B88. 

HamAK,  Mioejlxl,  on  nftronoa  of  PraddnA  mciaago, 
Sn ;  on  tiw  lira  Oak  PUaCatlona,  877 ;  BcpiMoutatlra 
from  Now  York.  OSS ;  on  mlnlmnm  dntia^  B88L  AmA- 
diaa,  vols,  fl^  9,  la 

Hoout,  WiLuui,  BepresentatlTo  from  Nortb  Carolina, 
688;  on  tli«  ieU«f  of  BUhop  FUget,  839. 

BoLiiAjfi),  CoBmiXTB,  BepreHntfttlTe  from  Ualne,  688. 

Eouin,  JoHM,  on  tlio  dnbi«a  on  Iron,  StiS ;  on  tli«  Foot  Offloe 
Dopartmant,  S4S;  Ba&dor  from  Uilna,  U7{  on  th« 
mtodon  to  GnatemaU,  *ML       Adaai^  ixd.  la 

Mom*  ]>tpar1mmU.~~8e»  JndM,  toL  6,  and  InOtm,  vol.  1, 
EMCuUts  DepeuiiMni. 

Bomt  Jfantf/bfiterM  worn  tn  Via  BbuaA—S^  ladtx,  toL  8. 

Bimort  to  th«  Syav«,—8«A  Index,  toL  B. 

Hoax,  UxNKT,  Bepresentatlve  from  Fonnsylraala,  688. 

HoEKB,  W.,  eTid«DC«  on  the  nses  of  •alt,  191 

JTofMf,  tk4  Slaop^'war.—TBM  IndMi,  toL  lOi 

Sonai lotttnOt SminaU  WaF.S»»JMm,T(A.7. 

Sou»e. — Conrenea  at  flnt  aeMlon  of  Twenty-flnt  Congregs, 
8;  a^journa  at  elooe  of  first  seaalonof  Twenty-flistCon- 
groas,106;  oonveaes  atwcond  setslonof  Tw«ntf-IInt 
CongresB,  899 ;  adjounu  at  second  senlon  of  Tventy- 
first  CoDgresB,  810 ;  convenes  at  first  session  of  Twentj- 
second  Congress,  633;  a<tJoama  at  close  of  first  session 
of  Twentj-secoDd  CongresR,  TSSw 

Sinuton,  Gtnsral  Simtul,  Oom  ^~In  tho  Banate^  a  m«a- 
■Bge  from  the  House,  raqnwting  the  preeenoe  at  certain 
memben,  448 ;  leara  granted,  44& 

In  tlie  HoQse,  a  letter  to  Uie  Speaker,  eomplalnlng  of 
a  breach  of  privilege,  044 ;  resolution  to  arruat  Houston 
othred,  044 ;  ease  of  Randall  and  Whitnej',  014 ;  a  com- 
mittee of  inqnirj,  the  ntmost  extent  tt  is  prox>er  to  go, 
044;  the  congUtntlon  ImperattTal^  calls  onus  to  protect 
onrselves.  Oil;  amendmcDt  to  refer  to  a  commlttoo  of 
Inqnlrj*,  016;  this  question  tonchea  the  prlvilegea  of  the 
people  of  Ohio,  Wtt;  baa  the  Hoase  power  to  act  under 
*  tlw  resolution,  and  In  What  manner  should  the  raaolution 
1i«  axeented  T  046 ;  was  the  right  to  pnnlsh  snch  ontngea 
tb  be  a  mere  barren  right  f  649 ;  experience  of  Franco, 
048 ;  power  to  pnalsb  for  eontempts  in  the  British  Par- 
liament, 040;  no  indlvldaal  ohaiged  with  contempt 
should  be  Incarcerated  In  the  first  Instance,  646 ;  usual 
custom  of  the  House,  040 ;  called  to  Institute  a  proceed- 
ing alfecting  the  Uber^  of  the  dtlaen,  647 ;  ol^loctlon 
to  Issuing  the  wanan^  61T;  atatoof  the  qnestloai  MT ; 
disouaslon  ai  to  the  power  of  the  House  wlU  have  an 
Injurious  boarlug,  018;  wbj  did  not  Congress  oontlnne 
to  sssemblo  In  Philadelphia  f  648;  two  propositions  be- 
fore the  House,  618 ;  power  of  the  House,  018 ;  Author 
remarks,  049;  resolotion  carried,  049. 

Uode  of  proceeding  in  the  case,  690 ;  address  of  the 
Bpeakei  to  Houston  when  plaoed  at  the  bar,  650;  replj 
of  Houston,  090;  order  of  prooeedinga  reported,  060; 
cbaigo  stated,  061 ;  antwtr  irf  Houston,  tSl ;  Intairoga^ 
toflea,Wl;  teatlmony  of  Stanbeny,  601;  oOTre^nd- 
ener  between  Houston  and  Btanberrf,  052 ;  questions 
to  the  witness,  6lA ;  ftirtber  proceedings,  654. 

Defence  opened,  OM ;  the  Gtcts  famiqji  a  sufficient  de- 
fbatm,  051 ;  what  ought  to  bo  the  coarse  of  the  pnbilc  preas 
in  a  case  like  this,  699;  any  distinct  charge  not  found, 
60S;  power  of  the  Ilense  to  punUh  contempts,  066; 
limited,  656;  doetrlne  of  oontompta  In  England,  697; 
eaHe,a67;  erastttutlon  the  sonree  whence  this  power 


inu8tbetiaeed,aS7;  Itoor propoaltiaaa  lalid4awn,B; 
to  Ola  power  a  noeeaaarr  and  proper  OM  Ar  ttia  HoM* 

668 ;  It  Is  inctmslstent  with  the  powon  exprewly  gtm 
bj  the  conititutlo&  to  other  deputmcDta,  6St;  £1  k 
within 'he  prohlbittoiw  of  the  eonatitaUoa,  191;  ttcsa 
be  exercised  onlrintbt  way  pnMrilMil  'bf  bWiMI; 
legal  authors,  060. 

Wbatla  Uie  natan  of  Aaxgaf  M;  whstft* 
liaTebemaddueedtopronttf  CN;  Itiaaddaeatttd 
was  made  for  word*  uttered  In  this  pUoe,<G4;  rqiKatf 
the  accuser,  009 ;  arraigned  fiir  the  oJfrnr*  of  ksTkf 
redreosed  a  personal  wimig,  609^  it  la  said  tha  IsgUir 
tlon  of  the  House  may  be  ezpoeed  to  danger  If  tt  Eiij> 
lects  to  punish  In  this  ease,  006 ;  this  body  dntmi  I; 
exercise  a  privilege  which  is  oudeflned  and  iattm;**- 
henslble,  646 ;  Important  these  pilr'Icvea  alunU  be  it- 
fined,  667;  appraheostons  seam  to  be  CBlcftalncd  M 
riolenoe  should  some  dsj*  be  need  to  abridge  the 
«r  the  House,  068;  examplea  Ibmlslied  bj  ibe  hbtay 
ttf  Greece  of  the  subversion  of  liberties  by  the  Lc^ 
Uture,  608;  the  ri^ts  of  miUiooa  Involved,  «9;  fad- 
logs  prompting  th«  aeoBBer,  870;  ftaxtbar  laaaa, 
671. 

The  only  question  is  whether  this  bftttec^  ra  iv 
filctedlbr  the  cause  aUted  in  tbo  letter  to  Oa  Speaks 
Sn ;  has  the  Honaa  »  il^t  to  tsko  "f^™—  sf  ■ 
•Bsanlt  eommittedbytblrd  parties  oat  of  doonafM  a 
moml>er  who  speaks  his  sentlmentaf  67S;  inwhsitba 
breach  of  pri\-llege  is  ssid  to  consist,  CTS  ;  ofiposittaa  a 
Jndldal  authority  In  Pennsylvania,  678;  detail  CTl; 
the  Senate  must  be  shorn,  it  is  aald,  679 ;  a  yomtiM 
party  lending  their  eObrts  to  the  prostration  tf  Ikt  Ja- 
dietary  and  of  the  Senate,  6TS ;  what  kind  of  evideaas 
In  this  case  I  676';  attempt  to  prove  that  menbon  hsss 
pilTilegei,  679;  our  Impunities,  677;  ^edaa  of  ap- 
ment  we  hara  lleard,  6T7 ;  to  Ihto  Hoosa  — **>f*— f  u 
punish,  if  this  is  a  breach  ctf  privilege  ?  617. 

Admissions  of  the  accused  In  hia  answer,  078;  tta 
only  cause  of  ootrage  is  the  one  assigned  In  the  dtirp^ 
679;  dedsionsof  English oonrtanot  appUoaUeken,ffn; 
the  English  Parliament 'and  the  Amerlaa  Coagna^ 
679;  eannota  member  publish  his  speech  witbost 6- 
Testlng  himself  of  hto  privilege  f  699;  the  rights  ti« 
people  of  thla  Union  are  iBTolrad  in  Oe  dedsfM  <C 
•thtoqnesUon,  680;  to  Honatm  gnlll7  of  a  ln««ck  tte 
privileges  of  this  House  f  680 ;  ooarse  of  the  Man, 
6S0;  fouDdftUon  of  the  power  it  is  proposed  to  cxeidM 
on  this  occasion,  681 ;  Intention  of  the  private,  Kl; 
the  coneesdon  of  the  power  to  punish  Tor  mctM  oaBsis- 
ted  In  the  House  rellnqnishei  the  whole  gnmnd  ot  tbs 
argnment,  688;  the  question  of  &ct  diseneed,  H; 
statement  of  Senator  Buckner,  6B9 ;  for  what »  &■ 
ignominious ehaatlasmeat  Inflletodl  6S9;  Ibj^i^^i 
member  In  his  plaee  mtj  make  •  chwg*  or  propoai  sa 
Inquiry  upon  common  Ikme^  681 ;  rule  of  the 
Psriiament,  «S1;  the  assault  and  batterj  wore  toward 
'  spoken,  635;  proceedings  of  the  English  TwA^tst 
665,686;  practice  and  proceedings  in  this  Bouj^frT; 
intention  of  the  framera  (tf  the  eonstitatlon,  as7;  &uth« 
debate,  688;  Hooston  declared  goaty  of  th«  cte^e, 
6S9;  paper  from  Hooaton,  660;  reprimand,  aiO;  ktur 
to  tbe  House,  a9a 

HowAED,  BEKfAimr  G,  on  the  Baltimore  and  WMbiaita 
road,  S89 ;  BepresantatlTe  from  ICatrlsBd,  068  ;  ea 
q>portIunn)ant  bill,  667;  on  the  deeeaas  of  Qjem  £ 
Ultoholl,  744.  SM/ttd4U,Tol.Vi. 

HuBBSKD,  HxitBT,  Kepreaentative  from  Sew  HsApetl:*. 
688;  o[itheajpporUuimentbiU,57&  ^  Jittfi^  vsL :i 

HnsHia,  THOxaa  H.,  B^seientaUte  from  2fev Jen^  Stt. 
Set  Index,  voL  la 

HnxT,  J(»iATKAa,SepraeaBtatln  AonTcrmoi^  MS;  m 
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Ih*  mnoral  of  Wubliigtoiill  landu,  6BP ;  daeaiia  at; 

HtmarOMa',  Jun  Tn  wbtln  to  Jndfa  Fade,  M ;  on  In- 
■drant  detrton,  IS7 ;  BapraMPtotlTa  ftvm  OoUMUea^ 
BBS;  OD  the  Booth  CuroUna  Oalna,  SBflL 

I 

Zmux,  Pim,  Jr^  BepresentaUTO  from  Peniujlvutia,  088; 
on  ths'oUlm  of  Uouroo,  2M.  Sa»  Indtm,  toL  lOi 

jatnott  and  JOeUgam  OnolL— Hotton  to  i«eoBtfderthe 
TotobrwUflhtheUUnlattvetowHr^MtodiSIS;  iMt, 
SOB. 

JiMjMdatowNt— iSM/ttdM^  ndi. »,  10. 

/mporte.— A»  i>«MM  on  ImporU, 
fmprttOHmMt  fw  Debt.— See  IndM,  Tota.  7,  8, 
AtdMRfl  tjtealim  <^  J!oretffnw*.~8M  Indeto,  toL  i. 
Jademnttff fin- ^MaUon».—Su  lndtK,j(ii.  1,  Bri- 
Mm. 

£«Haiui  Cbmol. — >Sm  Indea>,  tqL  0. 

Indian  JfflUn. — In  the  Houm,  a  memorial  reUtlTe  to  the 
act  for  the  exchange  of  lands  with  certain  Indian  tribes, 
818;  qneetlon  of  eonddoratlon  put,  819;  debate  os  a 
qnestloo  of  ordor,  S19 ;  eonaldaration  oairied,  8Hi  Sm 
ladaoBt  TtA.  4.  Do.  AffonotM.—St4  IhOM,  vol.  IOl  Do. 
2>4>arlnMidL— Aa  Indtca,  toL  7.  Do,  Faaiory  Bgitm. 
— dwAdM^ToLT.  Do.  Lat*davaXUa8taU,SiffMt$ 
MW.— <8m  Adaa^Td.!.  Dp.  TtOtmal^thtSodbif 
Mountain*.— S««  Ind«D,  roL  S.  Do.  TribM.—S€»  Jmieta, 
vvA.  8. 

IndUm  JinsifMtarfM  impritofttd  fit  Otorff{a,—la  the 

HooM,  a  potitfoa  relatlT*  to,  608 ;  remarka,  8M,  n& 
A(ti(Mi  StiaUcna.-~la  the  Benate,  a  resolution  relatlre  to 
ooiHUeMd,  IM;  the  Senate  and  the  nation  hare  a  light 
toknowthfl  PpasMent^poUej,  190;  prortalonsof  tha 
Uw  of  1801,  IM;  DMMage  of  PiMldent  ITaahliictoii, 
Ul ;  pttndplei  and  ^Irit  of  the  Indian  laterooiiiM 
tneed  to  their  tonree,  191 ;  fhrther  history,  191 ;  bonn- 
daiy  Unea  of  the  TerrltoTr  between  the  United  Stataa 
Knd  the  Indiana  traced,  191 ;  some  of  the  features  ct  the 
Oeorgla lagialatlon,  US;  resolntion  adopted,  199. 
Jndlam*,  Bemoual  qf  Ms^In  the  Hooae,  a  bill  to  proride 
for  the  remoral  of;  vest  <rf  thallktIstlppl,H;  It  pn>- 
poaea onlf  aniVPKqwUtton  to eanr Into efflMt exlatliig 
oontrael*  and  traatUi^M;  amend  meat  dlaenaaad,  H; 
voio  of  the  delegatton  fron  Qeorgia  on  the  bill  of  ISM, 
and  on  the  preaeit  one,  99 ;  explanation,  05;  prevlons 
qoeaUon  mored  and  lost,  M;  what  wta  the  oosditioD  of 
the  Indian  In  regard  to  his  right  to  land  and  eoll  upon 
this  continent  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of 
tbe  whito  manf  Oft;  had  tber  soeh  a  light  aa  to  e»dnda 
othera  from  Making  a  Mettng^Iae*  from  peneenttoo 
and  want,  and  maUig  it  the  land  of  drlUsatloa  and 
Chrlstianl^f  M;  an  vpnvrintloB of  siril  luknowBto 
tt«n,M;  OoinMUonaattMAwtUiftT;  vlawaof  Tat- 
tel,  97;  oontraets  betveon  the  settlen  and  Indians,  OT; 
th«  Indian  never  was  tenant  of  the  soil  Id  any  sense,  98 ; 
the  natoral  right  to  a  share  of  the  globe,  08 ;  what  was  the 
poll  deal  condition  of  the  Indians  In  r^ard  to  England, 
•ft«  the  eolonf  waa  colonized  ?  98 ;  rlghta  of  the  Stataa 
after  the  eloee  of  the  Kerolntion,  00;  their  Jnilsdlotlon, 
M;  natureaadaitMitef  Am  jmlidMtatdalmodbjtbe 
Kutan  Btatoa  over  the  Indiana  In  their  Undli^  100; 
ICaaadusetta*  JniladletlMi,  100;.  Cwnieotloiit  Joriadle- 
tlon,  100;  Boreretgnqr  over  the  Indiana  claimed  by  New 
York,  101 ;  thla  claim  of  Jorisdietion  eonecttrely  admit- 
ted by  the  Btatea,  101;  prooA^lOl;  grounds  npon  whieh 
It  la  denied,  103;  the  aasnmpttoa  made  InbthaV^tbo 
TouXIL— 4» 


Cherokeea,  108;  ri^t  of  the  Cherokoea  to  catabHah  so 
independent  govenunent,  108 ;  It  la  said  that  la  tbeao 
traatlea  thotilbea  are  eallod  natloni,  10ft;  othorug^ 
menta  agafaut  fiia  Ind^radanoa  of  bdlana,  10ft;  vigkt 
of  the  United  States  to  manage  all  aHUn  with  the  In- 
dians. 104;  bUI  ordered  to  the  third  reading^lOIL 

IndlanM,  Cherolue.—Sta  IndM,  toL  10.  Do.  (MeiaaatB 
and  Okoeiav).SM  IndM,  toL  9.  Do.,  Xmtgraiten  <i/. 
~~Sm  Indme,  ToL  10;  Do.,  ttotida.—Se4  Indtm,  toL  0, 
Do.,  Quapaw.—Se«  Indtm,  toL  0.  J>n,  AwimmiI  itfj— 
Ae /iKleii^  ToL  lOi  i>fe,  AmOont^AtaAttea^ToLlOL 

Mbm  War,  rohmlairft— In  tba  Sanato,*  VU  nnnde^ 
ntborlrinff  tha  Fnrtd«attoi«esin,^488;  himb^ 
meet  to  lU  the  nnmber  at  five  hnndred  for  mm  year, 
ft88;  this  number  amplj  snfflclent,  489 ;  eauae  of  the 
anxiety  on  this  sal^eot,  489 ;  mounted  Bangen  the  best 
deaorlpUon  of  tioopa,  488 ;  will  Gongraas  Toto  ne  the 
means  of  defence  or  nt^t  400;  extent  of  the  Indian 
oonntiy,  400;  fooeaadlsgs  against  the  Indiana,  490} 
amendmenta  moved,  401;  carried,  49ft. 

InmOLL,  BA1.PH  L,  on  thoinemoirlal  air  Judge  Ptek,l0; 
on  the  TnrUah  mlsalon,  800 ;  BepwaentatlTa  ft«m  C<m- 
neotient,S8S;  ontlie  tariff  678;  on  the  memotlalof 
British  subjects,  04&  jSss /ndea^  toIs^  8, 9, 10. 

iMotvmU  i>eUora.-Jn  the  Senate,  the  bill  for  the  T«Uef  of 
oonaldered,  SBO;  obteot  of  the  blll,SIW;  diatlngniahea 
betwoen  mere  debt  and  ofQdal  delinqnenqy,  SDB;  pro- 
poaea  »  paUle  aad  open  pnoaadlng  to  aaoortalB  the  keta 
In  each  caae^  S8D;  altogether  ratiMpootlTC  In  Ita  opan- 
tloD,S60;  ordered  to  third  reading,  860l 

In  the  House,  the  bill  fbr  the  teUef  of  oouldend, 
S8S;  the  Mil  contains  onlyaslngle  principle,  8Sd;  the 
Exeentlre  poaaeaaea  no  power  at  present  to  compromise 
with  its  debtors  and  aeeopt  apart,  889;  this  bill  onght  to 
pasa,  evenlf  our  policy  waa  porelyseUah,  888;  lUtutra- 
tlon,88S;  will  restore  many  cUlxena  to  naaftilAeaa,S80; 
tbeUU  la  entirely  ratro^Mttn  Inltanatnr^SBT;  Its 
passage  doe  to  the  pnbUc  dabtoia  embneod  In  ita  pto* 
visions,  ot^eetlons  oonaldered.  887 ;  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  888. 

In  the  House,  a  bUI  granting  relief  to,  eonalderedt 
601 ;  oljeet  of  the  bill,  801 ;  to  carry  ont  a  prevloss  act, 
Ml;  ttilsaot  liable  to  the  samoottleotiMis  as  the  foimai^ 
OOS;  goea  much  ikrther  than  the  pravloiiibUI,«S;  «oa> 
BidemUon  poa^Mod,  009. 
Jntmmirm,  Obaswarafal;  Jh^lbnlffm;  Da^  J/bik--8M 

Intarttt  due  to  eartatn  StaiM.—8M  Indem,  voL  la 
JnUmal  ImpnMmMU.—hi  the  Honaa,  a  reaolntlia  rala- 

tlvB  to  the  Ihrther  proaecution  o(  fiHiHwind.  tl8.  St§ 

IttdM,  vols.  7, 8,  9, 10. 
InvaUd  Oorpi.~aatAdaB,yiiL6. 

IsHDuL,  jAKHiM  the  payment  of  wltBaaao^  196.  AmA- 

dee,  voLlflk 

jMnMtWnjMM  Bapnaaaftaivo from Qhlo^ BW;  onth* 
BnflUoaad  Vow  Oriaanatoa^  6;  oiiaaUipriicilallll* 
nols,8a  S$9J»dtm,TAU. 

ISACKS,  Jaoob  G,B«preBenlaiUTBlhiiBTennMMa,B8B.  At 
AdM^v<^7,49,ia 

X 

JatU  AoXas.— iSm  Indecs,  vol.  1. 

Jaxvu^  LaoxABD,  Bepreaentotlve  from  Halna,  088. 

/t^rsoiH  TAoflMs;  ZloivUar  4^.— In  the  Senate^  lam  Mkod 
toMnglnabniralaflveto.l8B;  blU  pnaentod  nMl  ro- 
fbrrad,  188;  bin  for  the  relief  oT  paiaed  Uta  Banata,  ftM 

Jmm,  I>AiiiSL,  on  colonidiig  free  ncgroe^Slft^BV;  Bep> 
reaentetlve  from  New  Hampshire,  S88 ;  relative  to  ar- 
resting Houston,  644 ;  on  the  rilk  cnltnre,  698. 

Jnwnr,  Fmaoxir  Q.,  Bapreeentatlve  thaa  Mew  Torit^ 
B0B;  OK  tht  ooimBtloD  witli  Vmaat,  nt. 
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Jtwawv,  BionAU  IL,  on  Mtaadlng  th«  trial  of  Jndfa  Pe^ 
ST4;  on  Snndaj  nulls,  S75;  BcyrcMntetlT*  Ihrni  K«b- 
titc^.SSS;  on  FcisU>tBoB  MntTMl;,  643, 668.  SmIiuUk, 
Tols.  8,  4,  ^  6, 7,  S,  lOi 

Jommov,  CsxxLn  BapreMaUtlv*  from  Tlrglnift,  C89; 
aMeueoCT4a 

JttBMnoit,  JonjJi  8^  Senttor  from  LonlaUu,  847 ;  on  Um 

BnaABnikniiTM4r,M0L  A«JMM^TolikT,«^2(li 
Aumof^ttcAilfnif  ffamwIlgWb— Jiw  Aim,  toL  T. 
Jimmal  <tf  tht  Old  Omffrmtj—St*  Ind«a\  toI  6. 

AdMory,  OonUngMt  Sip4HM»  qf,  AppropriaUon,  44T, 
448. 

JbdMwy  AtoMMnMni.— In  the  Hodm,  «  UD  to  npeal 
tlMaSthMotioiiof  tluMtof  1780niiMrtod,8OO;  motion 
Ibrlwn  to  preMnt  ft  nlnoritjr  report,  8M;  motloD  to 
too^OM^Mttt  whatvoBrMwlU  the  bfll  takoftftartba 
wooDdroftdliwt  801;  ftalmpottnit  Md^Mtl;  4d|fMt 
of  tko  pM^xmemoBt,  801 ;  Uta  qoMlkw  «t  Meond  i«ad- 
IbS  vptm  to  dlMxiMio&,  801 ;  hov  Mmo  tbo  bill  to  tM 
npwtodf  801 ;  d«bato  on  tha  pos^MMtasMnt,  801 ;  post- 
pwMd,  80S;  mlncHitr  report  pnwntad,  803;  leaolntton 
tdattre  to  aa  amendment  of  the  oonaUtntlon  ofbred 
Udloet,808;  UU  reteUre  to  repealing  the  S»h  aaetion, 
tc^  r^^aated,  804;  motliHi  to  print  vttn  ec^lei  of  tha' 
lVOrtMinpeaIlBgtbeMKhieetton,tetS17;  nonaato 
mbA  out  tko  reporta  after  tlw  qvNtlon  was  Mttlad,  SIT; 
the  report  oootalna  •  lUr  e^mdUon  of  the  nsoonatltn- 
tfonallt?  of  the  aeotioo,  817 ;  the  propodtlon  to  repeal 
aqnlTalenttoftdlaaalottonor  tbanatoOiSlT;  ftiofleo- 
tlM  Mtba  «omiidttM,lir;  Ita  «outlti^loinli^  flftan 
mooted,  818. 

Motion  to  print  Hpott  «oiMliteNd,  8H;  gtiaitlos  of 
order,  834;  rerlew  of  the  proeaedloca  on  thle  sal^oet, 
884:  them^erityof  the  oomnlttoe eostomd  tbattUa 
ioetloB  eonftaa  OS  tba  Baprwno  Oonrt  pftwan  not  aithor* 
li0d  or  oontom^ated  In  tko  eonatttatton,  885;  other 
aeetlfoiaof  theaet,  8W;  twelfth  aecUoo,  8SS;  twentj-- 
mtheeoUou,  886;  the  power  It  oen&n  to  re-oxandae 
and  lOTetBo  the  deataiuia  of  tha  State  Conrta,  836;  doea 
the  oMuUtntton  alra  thla  power  I  8H;  it  la  sotaped- 
fladln  ttiaoiiHtltattoi^an;iathodalMteaorthaBtato 
eonrentioiia  to  niitf  the  oooatltatioB  there  U  no  rabr- 
■  «BoatotUap0wn;l8T;  imMidmHita  propoMi  bjtkt 
Mnrentloii  of  Saw  T<nfc,  887 ;  dlataqteet  abowB  to  the 
jndgmanta  of  Btato  ooorta,  888;  other  cUoiea  of  the 
ooutttntion  examined,  SSS ;  opinions  of  Hr,  Uanhall, 
186;  ft  branch  of  Jufadletlon  claimed  whloh  has  been 
deiUed  by  the  anthoiitlea  ttt  Oeoigia,  880 ;  remarhs  of 
thoii9orli89>;ftirthartetlontf  NewYork,SIO;  power 
«r  tko  Ooort  OTor  oontrarariaa  brtwMn  Btatea  and 
fimign  StatM,  881;  in  Mmpariun  with  Oie  Jiidiela>7' 
•DA*  other  dapartmanto  of  the  Oonmrnant  are  weak 
Mdpttwadii^atO;  tlwJBdfai<irtUaO0Br^880;  il^t 
and  inpv  that  both  rapottobapobUakad,  SSL  AmjRi- 


VLaxm,  Kuas  K,  Senator  from  nUnois,S4T;  on  the  rednc- 
thn«rdntiaa,dS8,  Aa  Adati^  Tola.  8, 0,  la 

MATiMtmrn,  Enruit,  Pafwantattw  frtm  SItlaa,  BSS. 

KamAi^  joivB  6^  B^pmantrtlTa  from  Mtnaahnaatta^ 
BOB.  Aa/Mfsa^TdLia 

Ksnox,  WiujAK,  BeprtoantntlTe  frvan  Ohio,  088.  Bfln- 
da>KTol.lo. 

A»yo»  CtottefTA— iSse  ItkUm,  toL  0. 

KanHW)  Lobs,  orldmoe  on  the  usee  of  salt,  168. 

Kmbm,  JoMi  Ih  BaprawBtaliTa  from  Maryha^  BBS ;  «n  the 


{      alalm  of  Ibt.  Dootar,  088;  m  Oa  mm  of  Sn^ 

t  AHUtoa,680. 
Kit,  Xr.,  opaalBg  ^oadi  iB  dataea  of  Honla^  IBL 
Knra,  Adah,  Sopnwntatire  tk<ani  Fomir^Tania.  MSL 
Kma,  WiLLUM      Senator  from  *t.h.t.-^  847;  an  than- 
dncdoo  of  dtttlen,  4S0;  on  nlerrisg  the  dMrfbataia 
456.  Ae /adaK,  TOU.  4.    6,  7,  S,  8, 10. 
Kmoerox,  — ,  evldenoe  on  the  nsea  of  salt,  18& 
EjiiauT,  NxEKMLLE  &^  Senator  bvm  Rhode  Iataad,S£.  tm 

!• 

LuATnTi^  OratOuds  to^Su  Indm,  Tide.  1,  S,  1,  K. 
LaUauptrior  Ooppv Mkt^-Sf  Imdm,  Teh. ^ I, a 
LA]ui,HnnT  &.,BepraaeBtBttToftam  eeocgKSSl  jta 
A4M,Tid.lOi 

te,lhnl(he8«Bat^oDllrfdeIed,«IO;  ftota  oT 
888;  defects  of  the  law  of  lait  lead  on.  tap;  tUaWl  la- 
tended  to  eqnalixe  tha  flpanllsn  of  ttftt  an ;  P*kA 
upon  whloh  that  meonro  was  aaooidnd,  SU ;  Mktt  flo^ 
881;  improTldratwatiMl^Stti  n«M«  the  lafr 
tloneia,S8S. 

Zand  7l0as  <ii  XMiMoaa  ;  dp.  Jflaaowrl— ^  £idai^  Td.L 
Zoiid*  Meoaeia  XikUdw  and  iloMT  Km  dia  MAk-2laWt 

on  tka  bOl  relatlTe  toh  808,  SM. 
ZmMb^  JUMa«M.-«w  Jitda^  ToL  T. 
Lands,  WiuUrn.—SuIndm,j<iU.l,a,4,9,T,J»Mt.Umit 
Luficra,  Qnxn  T.,  £eprasentaUn  tram  Sow  Tesk,  K 
iMnmat,  Cou  Jom.— In  the  Sraata,  a  bfll  for  the  t^rf 

oOQsidared,  457;  the  case  of  LenreBS,  4St,  408,  tfS;  ■ 

ordered  to  the  third  randlBg,  4B8. 
Lawusb,  liVn  Ebwahs  aridaM*  m  tha  Wal  «(  Jai|i 

Peek,  181. 

I«,PBTOl^<mtke  BiMoud  F«w  OilMaa  soa^  IB;  k 

thaaUtdn^,8«.  AMAdn,TeL18i 
£«ad  JRnM  4^  JHaaouK-^  Adw^  toL  la 
Z«a<i  Jftoei^  £aa«rv«d        ^-^Sh  JiMteiv        7.  8l 
L«Arm,  Brarann  H.,  KepreeenUtlre  from  Okio,  SBSl 
Iinooimi,  Joan,  B^ieeantaliTo  from  Keata^,  S>6;  <■ 

the  iVporttoameBt  Un,  USl  Sm  Indtm,  toL  1«l 
Zm.<rAiai,RaptnaaiibrttT*ftvBH«wT«>fe,fiS&  SaaA- 

da^ToLlO. 

Lmm,  Btttttt  P.,  m  tko  XajirflU  ntad  UB,  m,  «; 
BepreaantntlTe  from  EentiKlE]r,888;  n  tt*  iwgwwrtd 

of  BriUahsnldeet^SiL       /ndea^        7, 8^  1«. 

Lxwtt,  DizoH  H.,  on  roitoTBl  of  the  IadinM|M;  BefOt- 
■entatire  from  Alabama,  688;  on  dlH«B8a^  ■&  & 
Booth,  781. 

I4b»rta  Afftn^.—3M  Indm,  Tola.  8,  % 

JAbraiy  <^  Outgrm^Ss*  Jhdm,  yA  ft. 

ZOraiv  ^  JTr.  JtfWiaiMk— i5m  AdM^  T«L  8>. 

l40tit§matU  gmurct^-BuAdrntfiiLBk. 

LiffU  Bmm  I>tMM.—8M  Imdm,  roL  8. 

Omilaaon,  310*1041  iif.-SMJndM.'nla.%^ 

Xjxdell,  Jmsi  K,  wttneaa  on  the  trial  of  Jodg«  Fade.  ISC 

ZiwOa;bi%Httalfo)U[.— Inthe-Bonaa,aree^UBB  imlanii 
to  oonsldarod,  STB;  extract  from  the  report  ad'  de 
BcoretaiT  of  tko  NaTj,  SIB;  aathori^  under  wkka 
pBTokaaia  of  land  ware  made,  ST6;  the  expcnmor 
ahonld  be  eontlnned,  SIT;  ameBdment,  817 ;  nanlinifr 
adopted, Sn;«oM^ SIT.  AaAAa^TOb. I.*. 

Lirnraoxoi^  VvwtMo,  «&  tko  Poat-oCee  lii  i  imlltallMM.  ISF . 
on  the  ponUiment  of  duelling;  IM;  oa  tha  TmtM 
coiamtaBlon,818;  on  the  national  read  la  Ohli^  Ml:  a 
the  elnlm  of  Umroe,  861 ;« tko  PaniA  Ooda^  MO.  Sm 
Indm,  ToU.  1,  S,  4,  fi;  9;  la 
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iMcrto     inuMvftM.-Aa  Mans  ToL  10. 
lamUoma, iWcJIoM^.— A« AAo^ toIi. %t.  D«.  Trt^Oif, 
Am  AA^  toL  8.   Do.  nrWtory,— ^  JMm,  roll.  8^ 

XnlKllle  owd  Portland  Oanat.— Bin  puMd,  109;  ntomed 

niulgned,  in  A« /fulao^  toL  10. 
Lowxiz,  Waltcs,  cboaeo  B«ci«terj'  offeaute,  89i. 
Lcou,  J.  B.  C,  irltnen  on  tlia  trial    Jad^e  Pnk,  18«. 
LTDir,  CHirrxifDEw,  B«preMiiUttre  from  EeBtookr,  08& 

Lioi^  K&TnMw,  AM*  itft— Am  AdM^  toL  %  »-mA  ttf 

Lnti^      Btetenwiit  n^eeUsg  Hit,  168L 


Jfaiiu,  AdmUttiM      £m  7ndMV  ^oL  <L 

Jfi^  Otnaral,  C(ffiee  ^.—Bt*  Indtm,  ttA.  la 
MuuiT,  Stoua  CL,  OB  tivagr^hkd  nirajB,  < ;  OB 

iBtheooDoetfaHK^  dfltl6a,M;  on  ttw  dn^  o&  lUL 
IndM,  ToU.  T,  B,  9. 1<X 
llABotm,  Wn.ui  P.,  Senator  from  ITwtb  Cuollna,  M7;  on 

the  reduction  of  dntles,  88T. 
Iturv,  JozL       Beprountatlre  from  PonnarlTaoIa,  588. 
Habot,  Willum  L.,  Senator  from  Now  York,  8<7 ;  on  the 

ndnetloB  of  dntlai^  4>7 ;  ob  nelurter  of  tlu  Uaitail 

BtatHBaBk,48& 
ICabbu,  SAMim  "W^  BopKMBtatlTo  from  AUmou,  DSL 
Habubt,  CAoTBStT^  CbM4r^j-^A«JiuI«g^v«L9. 
JforfM  SfretoL— Ah  /nrf«B,  toL  IOl 
Kabihau,  Tboma4  a.,  SepiesentatlTO  from  KentDckj,  688. 
HABTtx,  WiLUAH  D.,<mtoposnphlcalmrr«7a,8;  relatlTo 

toJodge  P«ek,80;  OB  Dm  JndidaiyUntMl.  A«A- 

<te^Tol.R 

Har^Md  Mmorba  amOt  State  tif  XiaUimiU 4ibtr».~ 

AwA<l<^ToL& 
Hamx,  Am      Bopromititl'TO  from  Tltglali,  OB. 
Mama^immUi Mmwtta  onthe  ITar^^lSll-AM  Adm, 

ToLS. 

JliiMadttMeU*  JnWto  OfalHM>-»npaMod,U8L  AsA- 
deei,  Tola.  8, 9,  lOi 

ICaxitxll,  Lsina,  BepreaantatlTe  from  Tliglnla,  ABS.  Am 
AtfM^  TOlfc  S,  10. 

J(^rwllE*jBMA— Zb  flw  HonM,Bliai  astiMrisliis  Banb- 
■n^ttontetkoatoekoC  eoBrfdond,  61;  fteta  ooBBoeled 
wiOi  tUi  vpUeriloB  to  OoBcrcH,  n;  doilgB  of  ths 
md  irtibdi  Ii  to  ba  ImpTOTod,  8S;  mond  to  attlko  ont 
the enaoUug  danaottt;  whatare  tht  orldonoea  of  Ita 
watbmalHyt  M;  tlto auror  of  tho  road;ti;  eaMvlth 
wUdi  anbicriptlona  nufbo  got  to  mj  new  scbemo, 
69 ;  a  inbacr^Uon  to  atock  atanda  on  predsely  the  aama 
flwtiBC  aa  a  diioet  approprlatloB  of  moBej  tat  a  road  or 
flual,6S;  aaUoBall^of  tho  worii;6S;  Ita  oldeet  fkiDj- 
Brand,  68;  Uto  lAnbrllle  Oaaal,  (B;  It  la  aiked  wbj 
KaBtaeky  doea  aotaako  Qia  nwd,  06;  IIInatntloB,  tk 

BIm  w  tan  bflb  of  thoaamo  diaraoter  on  onr  calen- 
dar, M ;  extent  of  this  road,  OS ;  other  bOla  wUeb  will 
ibUow  If  thla  la  anthorfzed,  66 ;  Importanoe  of  this  anb- 
Jeot  Iblt  br  tho  Btata  ot  Eentnekf,  6B;  flnt  appUeatlon 
aha  has  ever  made  to  Congreas  for  aid,  69 ;  U  la  no  new 
prajeeti60;  nor  doea  It  promUe  ezelnalTo  adnotageto 
Koatuekn  66;  It  la  tho  gnat  aatlonal  audi  itmte  from 
tto  Eaat  to  KoBtaekr,  ud  all  tba  Btataa  waat  and  aortb- 
waB^  66;  ImportaBoe  tt  tb«  mall  aanbUahment,  66. 

Ifbat  wOl  be  tho  reaslt  of  tUt  lavUh  mode  of  tptoA- 
tag  money,  and  what  Ita  eaoaa  T  >T ;  all  aaeb  approprla- 
tloufl  are  aqjnat  and  nneonatltntlonal,  and  prei^nant  with 
dUaationa  eonaeqaeneei,  6T;  aisnment  Ib  fcror  at  Uio 
mod  attariy  fUlachwi^  6r;  bfll  paaad,  6r. 


Tetoed  br  the  PreiUdent,  106 ;  reeonaldentton  poat- 
poned,  106;  roooBaldered  and  bill  T^JeetedilOr. 

UtCixrt,  Job  Anuv,  BepraentaltTt  fr«m  btdfaaa,  W. 

HoOLAKit  AiiAK,0.  T.C.,  eommnntcatlon  on  the  salt  trade,  166. 

UoCoT,  BoBRT,  BepreMnUtlve  from  Pennsrlranla,  688. 

IfoGoT,  WiLLiAii,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Vt^la,  OSS;  on 
■alt  apringa  In  lUlnoIa,  811 ;  on  South  Carolina  elalma, 
MS;  on remoral  of  WaahlngtonTa mmalna, OSS ;  on Soath 
GaroUna  clslroa,  SM,  Aa  Mm^  Tdi.  4,  S,  6,  T,  8;  S,  W 

McOlkkt,  Viluak,  oo  BaroliittoaBij  soMletg,  828.  Aw 
Maa^ToLia 

MoDcwiB,  OiosoK,  on  ttqiognphleal  ntrreyi,  4;  on  tba 
ooltore  of  silk,  Tl ;  <Fpena  for  the  proaeenUon  of  the  trial 
ot  Jndge  Pe^  1S4;  on  Inland  porta  of  entrj,  8Mf ;  on 
the  TnrUsh  nlsalou,  840 ;  Bepreaentatlre  from  Sooth 
Carolina,  688;  on  Sonth  Carolina  clalau,  S44;  on  mint 
man  dotlea,  WI;  on  die  Temoral  of  Wa^ogton'a  n* 
maliKSn;  oa  tba  BoaOi  OnoUna  dabna,BI6;  ob  » 
ndnlrter  to  ColomfaU,  001;  on  tba  eondnetoT  the  &uk, 
•M;  OB  tfco  radnatiBB  or  dntla^  6B6;  on aabaoAbv Ibr 
aoBaKlBtw«ri>eUiea,188;  OBn«ait«li«thaBBBk, 
7461  Am  Induce,  yoto.  T,  8,  t,  10. 

Mcliman,  Enra,  Bepreaentatlrafrom  Mahia, 088.  AaA- 
dtte,  Tola,  t,  IOl 

UoKat,  JAina  J.,  BepreaentatlTe  fhim  North  Carolina,  CSS. 

HcKxKifoiT,  T.  U,  BepresentatlTa  from  Pennt^lTaaia,  688; 
on  Sonth  Carolina  dtdma,  544, 

McLakb,  Loina,  eatlmaU  of  approprlaHona,  Ml, 

Hunra  OMm  tMder  A«  FMOa  Thaofr^-Aa  Mm 
ToI&9;l«. 

JMtttrrmuan  TVo^— Aa  HidM,  toL  9l 

Memorial  cf  SHttth  Sul^teU  on  OotoHiMaUon.—Jn  tiM 
Honae,  a  memorial  asking  (br  an  appropriation,  to, 
6W ;  refbrred  to  a  aeleet  committee,  6<0 ;  reconsideration 
mored,  640;  tho  subject  one  of  the  greatest  dellcac7, 
611;  respectful  and  not  bnportlnen^  041;  memorisla 
freqncntlr  reeelred  from  foreigner^  0(1 ;  la  It  proper  to 
latrodnee  and  agitata  thliaatdaet  here  f  641;  from  what 
quarter  has  tWa  oome  t  049;  fln  aaltfoet  not  boAna  the 
Hooseforltaaetlan,649;  what  doea  the  paper  eontalo? 
649;  Its  general  character  haa  been  atated,  60;  wbr 
then  ahonld  It  b«  read  f  049 ;  why  affix  aiqr  req^aeta- 
blUfy  to  an  Insolent  Interference  by  flvelgnan  1b  oar 
aflUnf  648;  the  memorial,  648. 

Jfimbara  ^  Omgrm,  AppointmmU  <ff.—8e«  Indea,  yiA.  6. 

Wwafflm,  CSAXua  F.,  on  topographloU  snrreTa,  S;  Bepit- 
aentatlTe  from  Thglnla,  688 ;  on  remoral  ot  Washing- 
ton's lamalni,  59T,  668;  ob  tba  Sooth  Oanillna  dalma, 
D06 ;  on  the  mamorlal  of  Britlab  subjects,  611.  Aa  In- 
dm,  Tola.  S,  9, 10. 

ICbbbsitk,  opens  the  defence  of  Jndge  Peck,  184. 

Hbbbt,  BAinncL,  witness  on  the  trial  of  Jndge  Fade,  IST. 

JTassov*— BrUtlTa  to  eertala  bUlB,  106;  at  aaoond  aeadtm 
of  Twanty-flrst  Qengraw^  lOfc 

In  the  Honae,  motion  to  rafw  the  portion  laltHag  to 
ttabaBkatoaBdeetoomnIttea,tn;  tmpeitaaea  of  tba 
Qoaatlea,  STO;  report  of  the  Comiafttaa  of  Vijt  and 
Ueans  at  the  last  sesalon,  >T0 ;  their  report  aontlnaad  at 
the  Uat  aesalon,  9T1 ;  fhrther  debate,  *71 ;  motion  loat, 
ST8;  OB  the  British  oolonlal  trade,  988;  relatfre  to  oom-' 
mnstcatlon  of  Charies  B.  ZJnd,  888 ;  at  flrat  aearfm  of 
Twenty-aeoond  Congreas,  84r;  oa  tba  memoilal  of  flia 
Indians,  061 

MaMi;*^Mm»mv^Jm  fhoHonaa^a  raadalfon  talatlTa 
to,  oonaldarsd,  M ;  oblect  to  adi^  aoma  naUbfrn  mode 
ef  «oinpidatlM,ISI;  motion  to  li^  the  leatdnHoa  on  the 
table,  loat,  SS9;  resolntlon  adopted,  988;  ameadmeata 
offered  and  loat,  998;  resolntion  relating  thereto  aa 
adoptad  by  the  HoaB^  tM;  Mil  paaaa^  S8»;  raaoliillan 
nUtlTato^M 
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iOMtorr  JtMAt-nte  Mm  ToL  T. 

JHMfo  Onfrtf-JAuffoi-nSM  Indm,  nb, «,  UL 

Miun,  8.  IX,  8«BftU>r  ftom  SovUi  CtnUat, UT;  «■  WHb- 

tactoa'B  Urtbdar,  SST;  on  tlie  iiiImHb  to  Btlglvin,  44S; 

OQ  WuhlngtoB'i  ttataa,  iX. 
UlUMAX,  Jou      EeprwentatlTa  from  DaUwira,  US. 

HlUOT,  OWWBl,  OQMBBtwUw  OB  Mlt,  IM. 

JtUttmtppi  JHmt,  IVm  I/o9lff€M0H  ^.—Stt  Hdtm,  toL  i. 

MimmH.-^^  Indm,       4,  S,  C,  T. 

JNiKNtrf  Zand  Swiilt  >bp  Jfaodi  oad  OmoIi^  ctailteod, 

m. 

MltOBMLt,  Obomi  (X,  EtfMMitstln  ftm  ]|ii)rlHd,8B8; 

dninc<flOB,m 
Mnonu^  Timui      «b  mlilmiiB  iMm,  W;  in  tba 

8oaa  OtooHu  numorfd,  KM.  Am         Tota.  10. 
JMoMM  CHut  Am,  bill  ntattv*  to,  9S;  pMMd,  lOT. 
HontL,  BoBsn,  vn  UmBhAIs  andirawOriniii  T0«d,18. 

AM/MlMVTOi-10. 

Uwioi,  Jaiom,  Claim  In  tlw  Benste,  th«  bill  fbr  the 
nUaf  of  «>iiaUt«»d,  Ml ;  np«t  «r  Um  ooniiiilttM,  Ml ; 
Uitory  of  tlia  MquUtlm  of  LooUuus  ikovliic  ICw 
iM'*^iio7,  Ml;  two fwimfcaMe dwuMtoaew !■  thk 
tnMMtioii,aa;  bill  ortond  to  athiid  mdlni,  Mi; 
«0WM  t>^  bf  tho  dtfsaiu  of  Now  Toil^  to  pnosra 
the  pMMgo  of  %  bUl,  Tindlootod,  9M ;  th«  memorU  of 
HonroOgtM;  clelmod  the!  tbo  OoTornmeBt  owm  him 
thU  H  ft  debt,  9H;  li  it  &  debt  or  Dotr  SH;  not  eatbor- 
Isod  toporcheaeohoiiM  In  Puii,>H;  Itli  nld  Itwu 
tnteaded  ftn-  the  wo  of  the  Oototbimb^  MS;  no  toM- 
Bwof  bonefltdorlTod  totho  DnitodStKtM^M;  spoil 
lAatpriitdple  b  thadalm  to  bonuMnodlSH;  Uw 
lagoloompOBMtiotinHdeft>rtheMrvlo«,SM;  totilflbk 
^•eodont  M  wo  ore  uked  on  tUa  oeoulon  to  eonsUtnto 
oonilete&t  with  eoiuid  pdlojf  Ml;  upon  whftt  grannd 
U  Intereotto  be  allowed  If  roa  pejthie  cUlmT  UT; 
anootlng  elonse  ttmok  out  of  the  bill  oommltteo, 
MS;  loetlntbo  BonM,M(;  ■iMowlmowto oBwed  totho 
bUlfSOS;  toTeftrtotlMpi«perMMOUitiiiKo&oon,M8; 
thodilu  pfOMBtod  intSMiMS;  pnrloH appUeKttai 
tothei^opor  depntaaoBtlbrlta  allowuoi^tn;  npoM 
ofUtoeomialtteorflietewlontaW;  It  li  Mid  the  pe<^ 
dMbo  the  aUowutee  of  Ikli  ebbB,  SIO ;  further  remerki, 
810;  omeBdmeat  mored,  Sll ;  fluther  dobote^  ttl ;  oaiv 
iied,SU;blUpaieed,SU.  AoMimUfif,tmIiiam,vi.%, 

Jfymnt  DoetriM— Am  India,  yolg.  9, 9. 

UooiB,  dAnuL,  Benator  from  Akbwno,  WT;  oathendno- 
tton  of  duties,  418;  on  tintlOB  (tf  bank  tbttk.  }^  the 
Btataa,dTa. 

HoMiv,  WnxiiJi,  A*  CbN      Am  JiMl«a^ToL  lOi 
JfoAer  (/  Oemmadore  Perry.— Am  Ad«a%  toL  T. 
MotaUtd  Infltntrif.— in  the  Hoiue,  a  bill  relotlTe  to  eon- 

ridored,m;  objectton  to  the  limit  <tf  tbo  nunber  of 

tioopa,711;  amendment  norod,  TU;  eaiiltd,TllL  Ate 

Indtm,  Tda.  4, 10. 
MtTBUKSiM,  HnrsT     on  the  BnflUo  and  New  Orleans 

nod,  dO;  Bepremtatln  from  PenugrlTanla,  B88. 
Uawwoto,  Ora«  "W^  Utter  on  mnoTal  ot  VfuMngHtt^t 

mnalBiiMBL 

It 

JTcMettat  Obttrvatory.—Set  Zndtn,  toIb.  S,  & 
jnitwuUwtHon  Xom-AM  AdM,  voU  1, 9, 4, 10. 
KAinun,  AnotD,  Bonator  from  Delaware,  84T. 
jnwwia«atlMtoiiiiL-iAMJ>Kie«^  Tola.  1.8, 8, 4.B,  8,7.8, 101 


jrwolJlvMlfc-AM  AdeB^  T<d.  7. 

Jbwa  Am<o»  JtaiA-AM         TaL  7. 

}rm»al  8elkool.—S»»  JndM,  toL  B,  aad  Mev,  roL  «,  JVoooi 

JMoUMmmnI. 
IfavtffaUoit  LMn.—Se»  IndM,  toL  i. 
JTavi/ Ptiuton  JiMid.— In  thoHonse^a  bill  toextaadtho 

peiHlon  llat,  eonridered,  707. 
jnwy  Tarda,  leairinltoD  of  la^Blir  rahrtlTO  to,  Sn. 
jnvPOi*,  JVw^fe  tto  DIMrUtif  ChbHMNKr-AM  Mm 

toLSl 

JKvroM^  MStdma^lmg  i^.S- lwUm,ri)L  I. 
■ffewfrrf  Jtefflaeiw.-Awiiidoi^  TCii.  8^  <  BC  d,  T. 
NnwHjut,  DuniK,  Sepnaantalln  ft«n  Oaioiitl^  88ik 
ytta  MttstM  Md  JOmom*,  Mmd  2Vwde  ftrfwaa*.  Jto 

7«d<^  ToL  8. 
jr«H  DKeoM^  i>vWKte«:-Ao  Ads^  toL  X 
NnwTOK,  Tioiua,  Bepfeaentattre  fhim  Tifglala,  688.  Am 

Ad«i^  Tok.  ^  8^ «,  8, 4  7, 8^  0,  Ul 
jn^Vvrw  AfflMni>-AM  Adeov  nla.  8,  d' 
Noau^  JtMM,  (lamaaa  of;  IttS,  StS. 
iB>i».J>!P>rfallew  <i*Jbrw»i»JWtow ■.  Am  ,T»»Ld. 
JtToK-AipotittNMk-'AM  Ihd4as,  roW.  a,  <, 
JToA-JWereonraA— AMinfareotiroa. 
JTorOeiutoPW  JMrndory.— Aw  indeos  Tda.  S,  10. 
JTorOtMif  Ctooif,  Ag>toniMoii Am  Mtm,  vvla.  7,  L 
NcoKotu,  W.  T.,  HopreaealoUTO  from  Sonth  GanODa,  888; 

OBBouaCanllMololiH,6ll  Am  Mm^  nil.  8^  18L 

O 

Oaa«.~AM  AdMi,  rA  I. 

Oooupifing  OMmant  Xonde.— Am  India,  toL  & 

C^U»,a«tHatn,anInt¥4rv  rt^taltng^-S§4 Jbutam, Tot 8> 

(^leart,  Bamoval  t^.—Sta  Indam,  rdL  l. 

(Jtfteera  (/Oe  OiMtooUL— Am  AdM,  T<d.  t. 

(yteet,  JturaMr  (tf.-^Bm  Indaai,  toL  8. 

(XUo  CtaiMii,  £«d(?r(M>t(o.-^  /NdeiB.  vol  Ul 

OUo  JNoef,  Jmprovamant  <^  flU  JTao^KiMoM  V-—!*  the 
Homo,  -mottoa  to  appropriate  8180,000  8H; 
KTOanda  npon  whkh  the  amendment  shoald  bo  T*"^^^. 
884;  Ita  Improrement  notUnf  more  than  en  aitondoD 
of  thaOhloandPonn«rlTonlaeaBala,884;  a  aoltfoefctd 
poet  toipOTtaooa  to  the  Weetem  eonatrj,  884;  tho 
<ftfo  i»  Um  taoat  Importaat  ehannot  of  Inteaoouao  to 
the  Waaton  Btataa,  888 ;  motton  aanlod,  8801 

GhU  Stata  Oatarimami.  Baa  Adaa,  toL  1 . 

Ordimanoa  <tf  im.Saa  Indam,  Tola.  8, 4,  and  Ada^ToLi; 
MiaaouH. 

Orlaana  TtrritarUt.—8ta  iHdea,  roL  4,  TWrMeriea. 


AdacTda.  8,8^101 

PaiiMBia  Jffwfalari,  twffweitowlfc— Jbi  Adia^  toL  Ml' 

.natHMMi  Jnattofk-~AM  Adea\  toIb.  S,  8. 

Faub,  SAinixL,  OTldenoe  on  the  effect  of  the  aaltlawi^IA. 

FAurmx,  Bin  Hkxkt,  extract  ftom  the  qteeeh  UL 

itotenl  Qfic«.—8^  InOax,  toL  la 

PotMU  to  .IHeM-la  the  Bonsa,  a  bill  809. 

PAnoR,  Jon  IL,  BoptosontatlTo  from  TIrgiala,  683;  oa 
theoondMtof  Ukobonk,814;  on  tbe  memorial  of  Ut- 
lAiBtdMl^  da;  OB  anaatlnK  Hooahm,  8K 

JViynuHl  ^  AlarwC  to  Ato(M.--AM  iiidaa,  ToL  9l 

jreM8et%— In  toe  Benae,  a  leaohitton  ooBsldond,  8 ; 
object  of  the  merer  seema  to  be  an  appUcaUon  efa  fcr- 
Mtore  of  the  par  of  membeis  Ibr  the  porpoea  of oaitaBlv 
the  ecMloD,  8 ;  the  eUtoet  wonU  be  to  Icare  the  InidaM 
of  le«UIationtoleMO(Mivct^l»»^d;  Oforago  lenflh 
of  UitflTeaaariBB»,8;  nottho  vtoh  oTtlM  people  ^ 
thrlr  nvKMBtattTO  alHWld  IqUato  wttkont  par,  8; 
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jnemtMn  oompeUed  to  go  homo  aoon  u  -pay  wh  radneed, 
S ;  eompArtson  botweon  tlio  prasent  ind  former  HoalonB, 
•  ;  haatfl  with  wUeh  bUta  ore  borrfod  throagh  on  tbe 
lut  ton  dayi,  4;  proper  mod*  to  tborteii  «e«lau  Is  to 
fake  from  tbe  lint  part  of  It;  4;  tho  dMfn  toflndteiH 
vltii  tUf  Congraii^  4;  ruolBtloB  puso^  4. 

A  rwotntlon  nlsdro  to,  ooniidomd,  988,  fiST ;  tbo  rale 
propo— d  to  be  adoptod,  88T ;  theral«,S8T;  amendmenta 
•DggMtod,  SS7 ;  reaolothn  egrMd  to^  SS7;  fiiithv  mo- 
ttoiiB,800;  Tot«  on  thozHoliitloiifSn;  pMHd,8Q9i  Bt9 
JndM,yalA.  S,  6,  lH 
Pujum,  Dum  J.,  on  the  ozpenseo  of  naiwy  Jlia,  4TV ; 
BepreBOntetlTe  ftom  Kbode  laland,  088;  oa  tbe  elalm 
of  Us.  Deeatnr,  BM;  at  Um  eennBtloD  wlfli  Fmot^ 
7Q»-nt  AeAdfQSToLlO. 
PioE,  JuDox.— In  the  Houe,  memoriel  of  preaented,  M ; 
contenta,  M;  motion  to  refer  to  the  Cocunlttee  of  the 
Whole,  94;  the  Jodge  almplr  uksto  be  heard  befiire 
bo  Is  Impeeobed,  94;  no  nnlformlty  of  preoedents, 
U ;  House  shonld  proosedwlth  eenttoi,  94;  wh7  voaM 
It  not  be  proper  to  ^polnt  eemmlMioiien  to  tdt*  tsitl- 
monjInMlaeonrior  olsewlwref  94t  ei^MUtlou  In  i»- 
Isthm  to  matters  oimtetHd  In  tbo  nMmorial,  95;  ease  of 
Furthigs,  In  wMeb  he  waa  bearl  and  testliMHiy  pn>- 
dnoed,  before  the  Hoese  Toted  to  Inpeadli  him,  90;  the 
report  of  the  Committee  In  tbe  present  ease,  20. 

The  piactloe  to  be  puraoed  In  this  case,  99 ;  prooeed- 
Inga  In  other  coses,  20 ;  the  House  has  now  an  Important 
duty  teperAHrm,90;  thepraotlee.  In  eases  of  Impooeh- 
nen^  is  nor  to  bo  aetded,  98;  tbe  oonrse  pnimed  by 
tbe  Jsdlelsiy  Committee^  88 ;  this  Is  not  tbe  ordlouy 
trial  of  s  erfmlnal  before  acoartof  Uw,98;  If  the  Honao 
bears  what  the  Judge  has  to  ofllBr  in  bis  defonoe,  we  act 
InteUlgently,  S4;  the  present  proceeding  should  be 
striotlr  nparU,  9T;  the  mflmbers  of  tbe  Hoaae  are 
sot  jndges  to  try  or  eondenm  the  aoonaed,  9T;  tbe 
Hoose  wanta  Oio  flMts  only,  and  ea.  mm  stds^  9T ;  rese- 
Intlon  offlued  to  giutt  Jod^e  FeA  pemlBalon  to  make 
•zplanatloni,97;  wnewdmanta  oflteed,  8T ;  wo  areodr 
to  Inonin;  aad  If  wa  aee  oUss^  dlieet  an  Impeadunent, 
SB;  vfawi  vt  the  Jndldarj  Committee  relatlTe  to  tbe 
Jadgs^  eondiMt,  SB ;  ottJeeUons  urged  by  the  opponents 
of  the  Impeaehment  eonsldered,  98 ;  the  British  prece- 
dents, 90;  this  Honoe  nofthe  graiid  Inqnosfof  tbe 
natkm,  99;  Its  powea,  99;  tbe  Jadge  shonld  be  per- 
mitted to  sf^  fteta  aa  ttey  qipaared  In  tbe  testimony, 
andabewbowOelasr  wUedtotbem,90;  tapposethe 
&ctiandlspntad,80;  eaeb  member  must  Jodge  for  Um- 
aelCSD;  flMproposiaMtUali^aiidsIm^SO;  letthe 
House  have  an  oi^tortanl^  to  hesr  the  news  of  the 
Judge,  80;  ol^eet  of  the  resolution,  80;  what  la  the 
proper  mode  of  prooeedlng  for  ns  to  adopt  T  81 ;  prooeed- 
Ings  In  the  ease  of  Judge  Ohasa,  81 ;  what  does  he  state 
la  this  memorial  1 81;  the  best  eourse  b  that  which  the 
Bona*  have  Uthaito  adopted,  tl ;  oonrse  of  the  House 
flf  BqnsseststlTsa  d  Feimvlvaida,  81 ;  let  ■  •allalde 
pieeedent  now  be  established  for  flitnre  ttmei^  89;. 

Tbe  aeeaaed  sbonU  bare  as  <OTortDnl^  ot  aaylng  In 
bis  own  behalf  wbateTor  be  bad  to  say,  tH ;  should  they 
now  suffer  tbe  aeoused  to  go  beyond  tbe  tratlmony  and 
Introduce  new  &ets  T  89 ;  shall  tbe  aoeuaed  bare  now 
another  beating  beside  that  before  tbe  committee  ?  89 ; 
If  the  Judge  has  so  eondneted  as  to  require  a  ewistl- 
tntloBal  Intaipealtlon,  we  osgbt  not  to  shrink  firom  the 
dnty  imposed  en  us,  88;  lUBenlt  to  define  tbe  word 
nlsdomeaaor  as  used  In  the  oanstitntlon,  88 ;  definition 
as  ^tlled  to  this  esse,  88 ;  was  the  eonduot  of  Lawless 
snob  as  to  JustUy  the  court  In  treating  It  as  a  contempt  T 
88;  statement  of  the  Jndge,  84 ;  it  Is  ssld  that  his  oplu- 
iMt,  except  In  one  partionlar,  was  extra-judicial,  84;  was 
tto*  any  tUnf  Impvpar  la  pnUUdng  his  aplnknl  84 ; 


did  tbe  Judge  aasnme  an  authority  he  did  not  rfghtftilly 
possess  ?  84 ;  was  the  act  of  Lawless  a  contempt  of  the 
ooartfSO;  wu  this  article  no  more  than  a  fltlr  and  hon- 
est  oommentaiyon  Uie  <^>lnienpnUtsbedby  tbeJndget 
88;  oliTlosa  tendanvof  theimblleatloB,  86;  tbedetfgn 
waa  a  eontempt;  80;  ai«  we  obliged  to  mppoae  the 
Judge  had  any  other  moUre  than  to  uphold  the  honor 
andpnilty  (tf  theoonrtr  SO;  are  tbe  ctreamstances  aucb 
as  to  Infer  an  honeet  or  a  malicious  Intent;  86 ;  what 
motlTo  oonid  tbe  Judge  have  to  opproan  this  man  T  87 ; 
tbe  sconaed  ought  to  bo  treated  with  tbe  utmost  liber- 
ally, ST ;  i^dlaatiai  is  new  made  for  the  accused  to 
bsTo  penalsalon  to  make  a  eomnmnloatian,  orally  or 
otherwise,  as  he  ml|^  chooae,  ST. 

IjMm  from  Jndffa  PeA  sent  to  the  House,  41 ;  or> 
dered  to  be  printed  with  the  memorlsl  of  tbe  sceusen 

Efltoet  of  Judge  Peck^s  oommnnlcetlon,  64;  what  Is 
tbe  offence  charged!  00;  is  it  siutnlned  by  (he  tcstl* 
monyf  60;  opinion  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  06; 
details  of  the  case,BD,6d;  did  Mr.  Lawless  ssj  «r  do 
any  thing  calculated  In  the  slightest  degree  to  easse 
<dllanoe  t  67 ;  atatement  of  tbe  witnesses^  67 ;  tbe  cen- 
dndlng  sesne,  08;  the  law  In  regard  to  ooidonvtB  ef 
court,  OS,  69 ;  what  Is  tbe  questtoB  wUdi  Judge  Peek 
has  attempted  to  raise  In  his  defoaoetfi9;  iCBolntlim 
reported,  00 ;  adopted,  Ot 

Article  of  Impeachment  ooasldered,  Tl ;  mansfen 
pointed,  71 ;  their  report,  79. 

Movfdtbst  the  House  attend  the  Benate  dnziug  the 
trial,  100;  ressona,100;  confimnable  to  usage,  106;  pree- 
enee  of  the  managers  snffident,  106 ;  praettoe  in  audi 
oases,  100 ;  resolved  to  attend  this  day,  1D& 

Trial  q<— Organisation  of  the  Benate  as  a  oonrt  c( 
impeachment,  124;  replication  of  the  Hoass  to  the  an- 
swer and  plea  <tf  Judge  Peck,  194, 

Case  for  the  pwaeoatlon  opened,  194 ;  no  contempt 
eommltted  hr  Lawless,  196;  ennmoB  law  of  Bigiftid 
not  In  fbroe  in  oonrfa  of  the  United  States  ISS;  the 
power  to  pnnlab  eontmpts  cannot  legally  or  oonettta- 
ttonally  be  ezendsed  so  as  to  disftanohlse  a  citizen,  196 ; 
was  there  any  thing  In  this  case  to  JnstU^  tbe  exereise 
of  snob  an  extraordinary  power  as  that  assumed  by  tbe 
Judge  to  commit  andsuspend  Lawless,  196 ;  the  District 
Court  of  Missouri  bad  no  power  to  punish  a  citizen  for 
contempt  fliztber  than  to  protect  the  eourt  In  tlie  eetoat 
admlalitnUeaof  Jortlce,  136;  extent  to  wbloh  the  doe- 
trlna  of  eontempt  was  euried  In  Ss^lsh  anthon,  197 ; 
tbe  puUiwHon  a  "  Oltlien  "  alh«ed  to  be  a  libel,  aad 
punlsbable  as  a  eontempt,  1!7;  tbecondactofthejadge 
presents  the  strongest  IHnstrsUoa  of  Judicial  despotism 
ever  exercised,  197;  the  Judge  must  have  been  de- 
ranged, 197;  analysis  of  the  publication,  198;  does  the 
publleaUon  contain  a  solitary  word  or  syllable  disre- 
speetfkii  or  ewtemptaons  to  tbe  court  or  the  J  udgo  1 198  i 
eouM  a  more  barmlesa  or  le^eotflil  pnbUoaUon  hare 
been  mode 1 199;  the  Eng^  and  tiie  American  law, 
199;  any  citizen  has  a  ftall  and  olear  right  to  InTostlgata 
tbe  published  opinion  of  the  J  ndge,  199 ;  whatever  may 
bare  been  the  character  of  the  contempt,  the  Judge 
has  bsnsoended  the  limits  of  authority  in  Inflicting 
upon  him  the  psrUonlar  punishment  Imposed,  199 ;  be 
has  Tkriated  tbe  Uber^  of  tbe  press  In  tbe  moat  dan- 
gerous ftirm,  199 ;  erery  editor  In  the  United  States  wm 
liable  to  be  Immared  In  the  walls  of  a  prison  oa  tba 
principle  ssserted  by  Judge  Peck,  180;  If  any  public 
Ainctiouary  ought  to  be  held  responsible  to  the  press,  It 
was  the  Judges,  who  held  their  office  during  good  be 
havlor,  180;  If  this  Judge  Is  held  gnllttess,  there  can  be 
no  Jndldal  outrage  not  deariy  Justified  by  this  pre- 
oadentiUOL 
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Twtlmony  of  Mi.  IawIms,  111 ;  palnto  ■^•d,  Ul ; 
MinUT*  <rf  tha  tMttnoDr,  ISl,  lO,  IM;  cum  mmU 

DdbSM  optMd,lN;  lb*  •kant^UA;  tamt^mam 
•f  nt*-'"'"t  Um  oharg«  by  th«  oeiirt,  1»;  tl»  trana- 
Mdra  wUoh  bad  ptodiMed  tb*  Imptaehnwat,  ISO ;  flteU 
•ad  •ridane*  bj  vUA  tk«  rNpaodMit  will  loitslii  tha 
paaitlona  tbat  a  aonlampt  mu  omnoiHad,  U5;  «••«  of 
Soulud,  18S;  othar  Krooada  of  daftaea,  IM;  avldaaee, 
laa,  18T;  dabeea  oMUnaad,  U8;  pnoadanta  from 
boob,  IM;  vhjr  waa  It  a  kria  otiaMj  «f  tho 
HooBO  bad  voted  tUi  li^Maobarat?  IN;  la  It  pnpar 
MbraapatttJnrtooWoolto  tka  praoaadlafi  aTlfco 
giaiid  Jury  1 1SS ;  wai  tba  ra^Mtdaat  to  ba  InTohad  In 
•U  the  turpltoda  of  tlM  wicked  Jndgea  oTXD^aadf  1»; 
the  laapondaBt  baa  bean  rapneeated  a>  an  enemy  to  tba 
ft«ad«n  of  tba  prew,  180;  what  Is  the  Itberty  of  tha 
preair  139;  the  right  to  faasUon  <^alaai,l«);  Unot 
the  dootriaa  bo  laid  down  oa  tballbar^of  tkepnai 
•onndtlW;  other  aUa^itfoM,  140;  Ul;  arfniiimta  la 
aapport  at  Am  fmpaaahmaii^  Ul;  TOte  ot  tbe  Baiata, 
US;  aeqtdtt^ua 

Bap«torBiaBagon,9n;  nplleatloa,  S7S ;  raaolnttaa, 
•74;  la  what  order  ahoold  the  Hosea  attend  the  trial  f 
IT4;  eoarse  puraaed  by  the  ouuugetai  871. 

Beaolatlon  relaUra  to  tha  attandaaoe  of  the  Hoaaa  on 
tha  trial,  tn;  debaU  <m  atteadlBf  aa  aCoaunlttaa  oT 
tba  Whole,  m-88L 

BaaolntloM  m  attaadlBC  tha  trial,  aoaaldand,  ■» ; 
Howa  attaa*  the  trial  In  Ownaalttaa  of  thaWbala,»a, 
IOO,80S-Mt;  asqnIttatt«pertadto«io  Houo,m  SM 
iiMba^  TOL 10. 
fmtal  Ofd*  (tf  tt«  (TWtad  Aotat.— A«  ImeUa,  t«L  Bl 
PaHDLnov,  Edmditd  H.,  KopreaentatlTe  from  New  York, 
6S8 ;  on  tha  ImprUoned  Indian  inlMionariet,  098. 

PanaylaawJa  Iitmrff*iiU.—S»tJMtm,  rA  1. 

JwMf  o»  Jta,  B*«oluiionaty.—J34»  SiOtm,  toL  T. 

Pm*ton  LoMt^ln  tha  Honai^  a  raaoIntlM  rdattva  to  the 
rarlriOQ  of;  eostf derad,  IS ;  prorUon  ihoold  be  made 
tor  nnmerooi  at^eatloaa  not  Ineladed,  ti ;  the  reacJn* 
tloB  ambodlea  the  reeommeadatloB  of  tha  Pnialdent, 
M;  It  InTolToa  two  propoaltlona,  one  ralattng  to  the 
•aldlora  of  tha  R«to1dUoq  and  the  otbai  to  tha  laralldi 
anh«lBatwar,tl;  tteaa  pnporitlaM  aaaaUand,!!; 
oomvaBdeiioa  with  tha  Baenlaty  of  War  aa  to  tba 
BniAar«raoldlan,18;  ol^eet  to  ah«w  what  ta  Mt  at* 
Wood ntkerlbaa what  li,  B;  aUU^ of  tU TiaMwy, 
98;  tha  pMco  of  the  Preetdenfs  name  In  behalf  of  the 
Boldler^98.  A«  Adea^  yoL  la 

Pmtl«iu,  Bt»otmUonarp.—hi  the  Hooaa,  aaandmant 
morad  to  the  bUl,  Ml ;  bill  paaeod,  Ml. 

fmutoiu  It  IRNHMfetf  Q^leara  <^  CU  War  ^  181IL— Aa  A- 

Pmr,  Oommodorek— Ah  JMEaa^  toL  ll 
AfWoM,  Jte«|ittM      &•  ToL  I,  and/iMbB^Toh.1,1, 
aiaaary. 

Tama,  BneKcn,  on  tha  mamorial  of  Judge  Peek,  80; 
tsa  attending  the  trial  of  Jndge  Peek,  109 ;  wltneia  on 
the  trial  of  Jndge  Peek,  188.  Aa  7iMf«a\  toL  lOi 
FkOaauphia  FrlfoU,  Oapton  ^.—Sm  /iwbai,  toL  %. 
Pnaaox,  Jam,  B^preaantatlTe  from  Hew  ToA,  8B&. 
PlMovAt  Uf  WMAtf<M>-^iM«^T(di.T,K 
Pircna,  NaTaumiL,  BopraaaalatiTo  from  New  Tofk,  888^ 
VvuMumm^  BTirBiii,  bill  tot  th«  relief  at,  eatutdered,  dSK, 
FunmiB,  FxAiTKUX  E.,  BqnesentatiTe  from  lOHliBlnd, 

B89 ;  OB  a  pnbUe  ftet  day,  751 
VotxDKxnn,  Gaoaen,  on  reUef  to  Jetrerson'a  daughter, 
laS;  on  the  ponUhment  of  dnelllog,  198;  on  theaa- 
ttonal  road  In  Ohio,  241 ;  Beaator  from  lOlMppI,  M7; 
OB  tho  radaetloa  of  doUaa,  4901 


Folk,  Jau  X^oatha  UayaTllla  nnd,fl;       wait  1» 
tha  poor  of  Ooovgatowa,  808;  lUfiaaantattW'  frM 
I;  oaOwapprntlanaat  bUl.MB;  aatta 


ooateetorthaBaalcnT;  onOa  aaoBaiialaf  MtU 
inltfaeta.  WO;  wlattTo to  anaatlng HoBate».«44;  oBtta 
dik  eoltara,  891 ;  on  the  eooToatloa  wUh  Fnaea^ni; 
OB  aabaoribiBg  iDr  tha  Boglatar  ef  IMata^  11^  «. 

A<Jiufae,TOla.S,9,10. 

TOLlOl 

Poor  <tf  OtofnUown,  taood  ;*r.— In  the  Hocaa,  faactaUaa 
Id  (In  adr^«afdiorwMd^IM.a88;  a  bad  fia- 
oadant  to  vptopriaU  tba  pahUo  fknda  toawhspar- 
poa^  908;  oonaaqneneea  of  the  coatlaaad  paamga 
aoeh  raaolndona,  908 ;  net  competent  fiir  tho  Hnwaa  to 
Tota  nob  doaatloaa,  SOT ;  tUa  Hooaa  tha  Ltgjalatafarf 
the  DUtriet,  99T. 

Jlorfc^Jhlry, ftfanrf.  In  tbaHow^abllt  npottodta 
prorlda  Ibr,  98S;  KBanlprfBafplaimatvbf  ^aikK- 
pendlUre,  88&. 

Ar*va(  OmaaaMW  «U,F-Aa  AdM^  tbL  t. 

Poilmaittr-Omarai,  Salaiy  ^-Aa  Imdm,  wia.  9, 8L 
Fo§t  Qftot  CWrtuX*.— In  the  Hooae,  a  iwoIuMbb  of  la- 

qalrj  aOtnd,  609;  debet*,  Se9. 
Pott  Ogio*  Dryartmtid  JnwH^gaHw^— la  tha  BoMte,a 
naolntloa  dMlariag  that  the  Sdaot  CanmUtaaof  b- 
TMiigattoB  wan  Bot  anthariiad  to  can  bolMa  tbw  par* 
aaM  dtankMd  from  «Aeo  ta  aaoBitdB  tba  wan  oTMr 
wmotal,  180;  tta  taatlmoBy  aa  nepatet  baa  bai  iioii> 
beftute  the  ComaUttoa,  ISO;  the  late  ffamwilw  S«d- 
aial,  160;  tha  anunlaattoa  ibonld  ban  bean  raftarad  to 
tha  Standing  Committee,  180;  the  faamnlwc  toacrecn 
thePoatmaaterOaneial  proT«atoom«ch,lSl;  flnitima 
aoeh  an  obJaotlOB  haa  bean  adnaead  to  aomaft  aa  ofltear, 
m;  apart  of  the  power  ddagatod  to  tta  CoalHee 
■■■tbareTokod,181;  doeathadepaiteiaat  aBWBadw 
ihiae  ohatiaat  199  ;ma  anna*  ttat  tUa  gaaattawaa 
deoMod  by  tha  SenaU  at  tha  laat  iiidia.  188;  "pto- 
■artpttoD"  la  ItHlf  praeribod,  »l;  tba  rwOmv^  k 
daclantoiy  of  the  limits  <rf  tha  eommWoB  ondw  which 
tba  eommlttoa  aet,  188;  tha  raidlot  of  the  b 
•aid  to  be  another  oaaaa  fcreBppwmlBg  l>Qaby,lS4; 
there  la  no  dopartmeat  (rf  tba  OoTonuneat  la  which  the 
people  take  so  lively  an  iBtetaat  ■•  the  Poet  OOeat  IM; 
tba^HMtarof  tbapnwaadlng  eanla^aa  asriaotliK 
Bany,189;  If  a  laaa  partof  tta  nwttw ajged woe 
face,  It  might  ooaaa  batore  the  Bwmta  far  trial,  188;  the 
whole  proceeding  Aottld  be  expoaged,  184;  nawpori- 
tHni  iimmfnl  '-^  iit.iniii«»*Mit wt«».«i^  lay-  poetry 
norar  befbre  bronght  In  aid  of  an  axamlnatioa  Into  any 
of  oar  flwml  ooncenu,  18T;  how  had  we  got  tBTolrod  in 
tide  wide  anddaanltory  dabatet  167;  tbe  naeilts  of  the 
raadatlen,  18T;  the  Ingennl^  In  getting  tta  nM  cf 
this  azInordlBaty  debate,  lOT. 

What  la  thapowardainad  ^OoObalnMBof  tUs 
Gommltteef  18S;  ari^t  lathe  BeuAa  t»  ttOk  natha 
Praaldent  for  his  reasons  fttr  eoah  nmonla  from  oSea 
aa  the  Benate  might  deem  Inqtnper,  ISS;  whatpmetkal 
goodwill  reaalt  from  tho  Inqaliyf  US;  aoemmtttaa 
of  the  Senate  are  to  be  emptoyod  tat  Hading  uatarials 
tea  tha  Impeachment  of  aa  ofllcer,  189;  tho  ehsrfces 
amst  be  eonstltBtlonaUy  asade  and  legally  prorcd,  1S9; 
reeofatloa  amatttod,  199;  ad9tad,UI;  raportaf  oen- 
■dtta^l94;  printlag  arderoS,  894;  mamtUif  Ahap 
ham  Bradley,  Mi;  T<damlaoas  diaraetOT  «f  Oarver^ 
989;  mdswftil  allowaoeea  made,  949;  "■"^-tiin  of 
the  books  of  the  department,  986;  tha  beta  betwoea 
Barry  and  Bradley,  988;  who  was  reqHMulUeT  tM; 
eramm  of  names,  947 ;  printing  snqtended,  947. 

In  the  Senate,  a  noUon  to  abolish  tha  pestaga  on 
naw^apan  oAred.  4S4'  TeraaAs,4S8;  motion  lost,  49L 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDBX. 


776 


Poma,  Bonu^  vm  ■DMadmont  to  tlw  ral«^  SOS;  oOwi  • 

TCwAitloii  on  th«  Bank,  79.  jSm  A^Im^  toL  10, 
Pom,  Datid,  Jr^  EeprflMaUtira  from  PuuuflvMiIs,  BSa 

ToL  11,  Turkttk  iflNtoM. 
Pvmn,  GnuoK,  on  Ue  HayiTille  mad,  C7.  <8h  AdM, 
toLIOl 

mvMon  at^UMj—Im  tho  HmiM,B  bUl  to  put,  Ae^ 
flouklMwl,n8;  toolOotoviMttoBtkapoUor.nB;  do* 
tAh  ni;  nbfoat  poa^ouA,  TftL   Am  Atfn^  nli. 

Pwrnw,  BAmraL,  Beutor  from  Termoiit^  Ml. 
jytta^  io  Mi»UUr§.-~S6»  l»<Ue\  voL  9. 
JVwJgwmy,  FiMOMy  <tk— Jkdn,  ToL  1. 
iVMfdMMoj  .««9«o»  <»     Awm-Am T»L  8. 

jyootaM  <}MlM0ll.— i8MJiMlM^T0lB.l,4& 

jVfoaftwrt  ft«JMi«HToh.*,tt. 
PrlM^o  £oMM  <»  Arsioa— Am  /imIm^  fvia.  6. 
PropagaHmg  tt«  Oa*p«l  among  tt«  Auttaih— iSm  Indsc, 
ToLT. 

iVotocMw  i>ti<te--A« /MdMS  T<ri.  1,  ud /iwl«^  ^ 

PoMio  A(«<2<fK^«.— &>«  Tok.  fi,  7. 

ittMfa  JMC^^  AdMH  TOL  & 

AiMa  i>«b«ttara.— Am  AMtMS  v«L  T. 

AiNle  J}Q0iMMiU«,Aif>prM«<M4^— iSMJittfa^ToLT.  i>0; 
iZaprMto^  V^-^  toL  IOl 

AiWe  J^ANdOwM.— In  Uw  Boaate,  k  blU  to  utlioTlze 
tbo  porehMO  of  a  ilto  and  erection  of  banaeka,  <ko^  at 
How  Orieana,  ooiuldoKd,  ;nvTlstoB0  <rf  tUa  bill 
BeoeaMrr.  8(W ;  it  la  eald  tho  oi^enaea  of  the  OoTern- 
mont  baro  Btiaily  donbbd  ainoe  1821,869;  la  tUaaoT 
aSB;  t»Ubft«,«l>i  vttHUM  «C  Ul^SIO;  utnoidl- 
Bai7ltam  4odwtod,an;  ao  iMnan  alunn,!!!;  do 
tlMtspoiMa  go  «  aamially  Inwiaaliig T  111;  tha  ex- 
poMM  hoTo  lilmlalihod,  Ml ;  ennlnatloB,Mi;  flniher 
zeiiiaA«,aC& 

i*»Nia  Xdad  JNfMMton.— In  tiio  Senate,  •  report  In 
regard  to  tbodiaMbntton  of  tboprooeadaof  (ho  taloaot 
4M;  Iqloattaa  ooatalaed  in  tke  rqtor^  4M;  prooeeds  on 
ttoprindplatf  noMTiMC;  tbo  romu  anit  bo  fcq^t 
'«plf  thttmonej'lBlluowBiatotboPotanaekdtf;  vmj 
tUagtazoaintbaTa^MC;  toportandUnUdoBtba 
tabla^  4M;  motton  to  reftr  to  Oonunlttao  on  Pnblle 
iMda,  W;  debate  4H;  bUl  retorod, 

materer  la  tma  wtthn^ard  taaajmeluBedlTlaiMt 
of  the  TeiritoiT  la  tme  of  the  whole  of  it,  4M;  our 
rl^ta  and  da  ties  u  the  Nortb-weat  Tarritory,  m ;  ob- 
Jodlawll>iiidtotbobfll,MIO;dMaaoblU  obugathe 
idatloHUp  botwMB  Uu  BBw  BtatM  BBd  OoManl 
OorammMtr  800;  enoMOoa  puttonlan^  MO;  other 
oljootlona  on^oed,  Nl;  i^oit  of  ttw  BotIowIbc 
C«Btalttea,m;  Ohio  Company,  50t;  hov  tha  landa 
nro  BOW  MM;  the  laoda  moat  rainala  sonmunt 
Aind  until  the  aalea  are  ocnnpleted, 

The  cash  arKmaont  la  the  oalj  one  aaed,  SOB;  loaa  to 
thenewStateafW;  thia  bill  called  a  ayaUm  for  aettUag 
the  boaUaaB  of  internal  InproTemeat,  OM;  it  la  a  tariff 
bin,60<;  tbebUIadn>ttirdrawn,M7;pncpoaeatowhldi 
the  prooaeda  wa.j  be  ^nviiated  by  tha  BtatM,  W7; 
the  vUoaarr  aebUM  vt  the  Oelonisatloa  Bode^,  W7; 
Inereaaa  of  the  colored  pcvoUtlon,  SOT;  at^WT;  a 
protaat  againat  the  applieatloa  of  the  pnbllo  laada  to 
tbla obj^ 'KK;  motion  toatrike  ont  theworda  "for 
the  diatributiao,''  Jml,  009;  opporbwltjr  to  teat  the 
pftadple  of  diatribatton,  BOB;  nwUoa  lost,  OOOj  vaiioiu 
amiaiiniafi  aSired  aad  loat,  SlOb 


A  blU  to  apfjcopriato  the  pmeeedaibr  a  limited  time, 
oonaldered,  AS;  no  qn«flOB  of  aadt  nut  laiportano«k 
dOf;  dollaigeathofUlaatattatlMiof  Aimtriiaw  atatnt- 
aMn,dW;  wMom  of  thopnaeat  i^ateB^tfS;  ftasdi 

laEantaekTittS;  reaonroM  thaae  laada  pteaeat  aploat 
pteMore  and  want  la  other  porta  of  tho  Union,  4M; 
TlaloDar7  plana  for  aqnaudoriag  the  pnbUc  domain,  04; 
tho  plan  (tf  diatributlon,  4SK ;  the  ftmd  ia  not  wanted, 
495;  tho  power  of  CongreM  to  make  tha  dlotilbntlon, 
m;  tho  torma  propoa*d  for  tho  distribatlon,  48« ;  ita 
oqot^  ia  rai^Mt  to  tho  two  daaaaa  of  Btatea,  4BC  Be* 
iitdaa,  ToL  1& 

iWlo£a(idB.-AaAda^v^l,%l;M;UL  Ba^Pttf 
ateaera  ({/C-r&a  Indrnt,  vol  la  Ih^^  OradtuOton  tf 
Mo  iVfe«.— As  Adaov  Tola.  6;  9. 

PuutBnr,  Bm  Vuuii,  sztoaetfrom  tk*  ^neh  ^  U& 

Airaar*  te  Oo  jnMTi-AM  AdM^  T«L  19, 


^noIm^  fMmortel^— >8m  AdM^  toIi.  I,  S,  & 
Cuartarwijifar'a  J>tpa»iaimi.—8»*  Indies,  toL  4 


BaUroadt,  aid  to.—Sflnd*^  toL  IOl 

Raitroaiftomadmmnio  IKMUH^toa.— Ia  tU  Honsa, 
UD  toaathoria«,ooiislder»d,  8S4;  a  great  nsdonal  work, 
S84;  throe  dlsUaetpr^Melfloaoombmeed  la  tha  ananA- 
meat  offered.  989;  theee  oouidered,  S8S,  m 

SuroALL  and  'Wsmao,  case  o£— Aa  Indta^  toL  L 

EjkXsoLPB,  JAiiai  Bepreaeatatin  ftoaa  Haw  Jtntf, 
Ua  AeAdMVToLlOi 

Sfouom,  proMM/Htm  <^.—St4  Indtm,  -ml.  8i 

S4al  SUaU  and  aiavM,  oaluaUon  q/L~S**  LvUa,  toL  0. 

Baoioa,  Wmuxoi^  wltnaaa  on  the  ferial  of  Jndfa  Peak, 
181 

Bhd,  BavAas  0.,    the  aalt  dntr,  7S ;  S^maeatatlTo  frca 

HowTOTk,688. 
Bud,  Jobv,  KepreaontatlTe  from  IfMaaahTiartt^  C88;  on 

tho  ooBToatloB  wiOi  nraae^  na  iSM  AOaa^  toIh  1^  T, 

8»^ia 

Rawma,  ,Aaaa«m  BapnaoitatfTa  fton  Horth  OantlB% 
518. 

Jfpgrtoapiiattagof  on^oa,  dm^ac  Jofflnaiu^  ^f^'^vM 
oa  pnrtaetlaa,  debate  on,  (81 ;  on  dotloa  on  teaa,894; 

OB  the  oelebration  of  Waahlngton^  btrthdar,  891 
AqfraMntoMoAt  raOo  qf.—la  tho  Boaato,  amandmeat  to 
tha  apptmlonmeat  bill  oonildered,  413;  objoot  to  ap- 
prozlmata  more  neaiif  to  an  oqnit^le  repraeentallon, 
b7  glTlns  to  eaeh  State  harlsg  a  fkaetlon  ezooedlng  a 
ntMBf  as  addltloaal  menber,  41S;  no  bill  otot  paiaod 
wkkh  did  not  repreaeat  ftsedona,  419 ;  thsaarenlUlte 
KrtJch  hara  paMaJ,  iwrtowad,  411;  opemtliu  of  tbo  bin 
wlthicgaid  to  HowToAoliloatioBaUe,41S;  aftetof 
the  mle  aaanmed,  418;  thli  blU  lednoM  the  repnaaa- 
tatlonof  Bomeof  tbepooroit  Statoa,  418;  the  population 
and  the  nnmber  of  ropreaentatlvea  propoaed,  4U ;  apei*> 
tlonaofthoproTlalonsofthebUl,414;  can  this  be  «Ued 
a  lopiaaantottoB  i^portlonod  amoag  tho  aevenl  Bute* 
aeanrdlag  to  popaktUmf  4U;  ahaU  the  direct  repro* 
aaalatlw  of  foottoaa  be  afartokui  oatf  4»;  thla  lapre- 
aeatatfea  oaeoaatltBUoa^  410;  tha  rale  auat  qiplr  to 
thoraipeetlTa  anmbon  of  eaeh  Btate,4U;  eaeh  State 
mnit  be  rooalTad  aa  a  diatlnot  body  to  be  dlatlnctlr  rep- 
t«aeBted,41G. 

Great  li^aBtlee  haa  been  doae  to  thoamall  Btatea  In 
withholding  from  them  their  proper  share  of  power, 
410;  It  le  tho  iatf  of  CongroM  to  approach  aa  nearty  aa 
psaitblo  to  the  tanaa  of  the  ognalUatiaa,  410 ;  iti  pUa 
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'**gi  4Mi  tk*  Mwtowt  pwwnti  Ih*  him  dlffl- 
enUl«MmrrMUatb«TmUobinoflT»,4I«;  howWmrii- 
Ufton  tTMt«d  the  «ii1^«et,41C;  hl> latter  or  Teto,4IT; 
ftirtber  dcbat*,  41T ;  ivprMantatloii  of  frsetlou  stmcfc 
OTit,4I7;  bUl  ordered  to  tha  Olid  n>dliW,41T;  motion 
to  neoiuldw  the  Tote  njeedBf  in  anMndnwnt^  ended, 
4M;  bUlreoom2zillt«d,487. 

In  flw  Honee,  e  MO  relative  to,  comldeiod,  M5 ;  we 
ngnMBUttn  fa  4B,000,  6tf ;  IneqneU^  uUog 
frwB  ftftoHone,  fiiS;  Teto  of  Weewigtmi,  M6;  reeeoiu 
fa  It,  MB;  noaoni  laflnudng  the  eonHMlttM^  fiU; 
•meadDUiits  aored  Mid  lost,  M8 ;  leaa  reeion  to  com- 
pUin  of  fncUou  left  In  Stetee  then  la  anppoaed, 
B4T ;  tneOan  of  vailoai  Stetea,  HT ;  tbe  ntlo  ol 
44,000  win  not  reduce  the  nomber  of  memben 
the  HoDM,  B47 ;  the  fint  Honae  bore  the  aaLine  pro- 
poitloB  to  the  population  of  the  eosiitiy,  UT;  a  na- 
mefoH  popular  repneentathm  the  eaftet  depoattory  of 
pown;  MB;  oonridar  the  great  powan  viitad  In  the 
BzeantlTaaBdhIepaboiiaia,H8;  It  la  aakod,  what  role 
ahonld  be  adopted  to  Umit  the  Bomben,  MS;  a  ten- 
dency  to  adopt  the  aentlments  and  hablti  of  the  old 
eonntriea  of  Europe,  518;  operaUon  of  the  role  to  ia- 
onaae  repreeeatstloii  in  proportion  to  the  population, 
MS;  fttlation  of  the  Hotue  to  the  ExecotlTe,  S4ft ;  ex- 
•n^  of  the  GoBgreaa  itf  TCWO;  not  a  aolileet  arbl- 
tnar  In  Ita  diaiaete^  HD ;  48  irlU  not  deprive  mj 
State  of  a  repraeeatatlr*  whoa*  popolatJoD  has  Uoreaeed, 
BSD;  the  only  eotnUeiatlAn  rolatlro  to  the  dlffwonea 
between  the  two  amoonta  la,  whether  a  r^reaentation 
ahall  be  more  or  lees  ntunerona,  B50 ;  In  the  case  of  ft»o- 
ttOQathagTeateatBtataBaretheleastBoffbrerSfMl;  only 
a  quaatlon  of  numben  to  the  Houae,  661 ;  46  will  do 
more  equal  Justice  than  anr  other  nnmbar,  658;  the 
ganenlwdfimlatobelookadit,S6a;  optnthmof  tiUa 
ntlo,  BBS;  ooDVatbou  of  the  ratio  olU  and  48,  068; 
hbtMj  of  the  old  Btatee  1«  sottUiw  tUa  qnaatlon,  S58L 

Uored  to  amend  ao  u  to  give  to  the  aeveral  States 
the  aama  weight  they  poasoaa  at  present,  and  not  that  to 
whloh  they  would  be  entitled  under  the  new  ceosna, 
606;  no'  nnftiendly  ftellnga  to  the  West,  667;  what  Is 
the  qnartlon  1 6BT ;  the  law  wlU  be  In  faoa  oae  day  only, 
BBT;  maaBir  of  tta  operation,  BI7;  by  what  antbori^ 
dowa  IflfUata  a  dlAMiea  botwaen  tiia  wel^  of  ■ 
Btate  In  tba  ezeootlve  and  leglalatlve  Imnehea  f  BW  i 
this  proposition  la  A  war  with  the  very  foundation  prln- 
e^des  of  our  QoTemmaat— popnlar  aoverelgaty,  668; 
who  ohooaeathe  Prealdentf  668;  ezorolae  of  the  go- 
aidlaate  powers  of  the  ezecntlTe  and  I«glalatlve  depart- 
Mtenta  dealgned  to  oommenoe  almoltaneonsly,  BM;  the 
opantloa  of  ttala  pladple  oann<rt  be  poatpoaed,  BBS. 

Ibtlsn  to  amud  by  simply  atriklng  oat  the  words 
■ftHty-elght,"  670;  an  Invariant  question  befae  the 
Hoaae,  671;  this  nnmber  poaassaaa  an  nndoe  advantage, 
671 ;  nndne  Importance  given  to  the  report  of  the  eom- 
mlttee,  671 ;  Itactlona,  671 ;  non-repraeentatlon  dedded 
In  1T9S^  BTl ;  operaUou  of  the  bilt,  6TS ;  caae  of  Teaneesee, 
679 ;  further  remaAs,  6T3 ;  motion  lost,  673 ;  moved  to 
Strike  out  and  loaert  "forty-fifor,"  BA;  what  Is  the  poi^ 
pMtrfthabUIiapoitadfcytheenmmlttwtBTB;  Itlaad- 
mlttad  that  an  laereaia  oi  the  represantatluu  la  reqatrod, 
RB;  rtaaotlQii^PlB;rawonafa»mimaroQahoBB^gT4; 
tt  la  aald  the  Vsat  la  rapidly  growing  upon  the  old  States, 
ud  that  the  quoatloa  of  ftuetiona  should  not  be  regarded, 
676 ;  ftirtber  debate,  676 ;  motion  carried,  670 ;  qoeetioB 
on  fixing  the  ratio  at  44,  677 ;  In^rtant  that  the  popu- 
lar branch  should  be  Increased,  677 ;  the  present  inorease 
expedient,  678 ;  motion  loat,  67B ;  44,000  proposod,  670 ; 
hndsUpof  thaeaaooftha  Bt^  aggrieved,  BSO;  eom- 
poaltloa  of  the  ooniniHtoe,  BBO;  i^aration  of  thla  raUo, 
681;  oondUlea  of  tba  amallor  8taUB,6n;  amoadment 


amH- 


eanied,6Bl;  oflter  amaadmante pwpa— fl < 
motion  to  reeoDiider,  608 ;  debate  oai 

bin  ordered  to  be  angroned,  6M;  pass  ad,  1 
dSB^  vola.  1,  >,  4 

Batiff»att0itJi  dcai  it  eowas  a  «aoM*«yr — jSaa  Jmdm. 
voLL 

AaaolNNpisnlatlvatopwtfw^S;  lelatlva  to  Jwiga  FeA 
S7;  oatbadeeiMeafAlaxaador  BiBrth,B4;  rriaHvete 
flu  trial  of  JvdgoPo(k,n;  on  tb»  «Bttvi*  «f  tflk,11; 
on  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btatea,7S;  on  tb*  aiOl  dxt; 
n>;  Ml  the  culture  of  aUk,  18;  on  the  daniaaa  of  Bmbm 
H.  AdanH,U8;ontheP<MtOffleeDepaTtnaeBt,  134;  id- 
atire  to  the  duden,  140;  retadre  to  tfa«  Poet  OOeela- 
vestIgatlca^  1«)-US;  relatlvo  t»  th«  IndiaD  tiftm,U». 
onthecrlnloaltawof  thel>tatrieC,liS;  Mfte  pawn 
of  Coagrsas  to  ooUaet  dstlaa  and  ngnlnU  vtmmmm, 
BBS;  onthapmiiaBiantofdnelliag,ta;  onOfcateeaaii 
of  AUMS Sable, IBB;  <n the da^  on  n^,  inS;  aaOe 
Uve  oak  plaatatlona,  375 ;  ralatira  to  mileage  of  ma» 
bers,  fiS9 ;  on  tha  pay  of  memben,  SSB;  relative  to  n 
act  of  relief  to  offloaia  and  loWera  of  tba  VlrgtnJa  tm. 
387 ;  to  an  exoeas  of  mlUtaiy  cadets,  SS7;  oa  the  datf 
on  sngar,  9B7 ;  lelatira  to  tha  aopennUMruy  o4tas 
andcadeta,BBB;  on  Oa  HUItBQ- Aeadamy.  SB! ;  oa  ite 
mileage  of  wembsCT,  BBB;  on  wood  to  tha  pa«  sf 
Oeorgetown,  BOB ;  onJ«dMaleMtempt,80r;  ralHwla 

defludtara,  S16 ;  relative  to  Interaal  lm[i  wis,  til. 

on  decease  of  Senataw  KoUe,  888 ;  of  ttaaka  t>  fit 
Speaker,  844;  on  the  enlture  tiS  rflk,  MS;  oa  mof^n- 
■Ion  of  the  slave  trade,  8tf;  on  tha  ImjriaoQHiart 
American  dtiiena  In  British  Prorlneea,  SM;  vriatin 
to  the  United  Statea  Book,  S8B,  B80 ;  M««,S8ft;  xdattra 
tathe  nmovil  of  Waditacton'a  niaalBa,BaB;  vdUw 
to  tettltorial  Jadgei^  401 ;  oaDtagtelsilractlonalasv 
mlataten  la  En^aad  relative  to  the  •olonlal  tade,  4fl : 
onalandgranttoLonUaoa,4a6;  on  the  lazlff,  Ot: 
<ut  the  decease  of  Jonathan  Hnat,  457;  on  tha  dae^ 
of  Chaika  Johnston,  403 ;  on  the  deeaaae  <tf  O.  B.  H^A- 
ell,  609;  on  oolontilng  fiee  negroes,  648;  rdatlve  la  tfa* 
Sandusky  road,  B80;  rslallve  to  i»iiii«ui»n  datla^SK. 
on  tU  ookwlsaUoB  ot  free  blaeka,  BBB;  rMpiat^ 
-WmUagton^i  bfathd^.  070;  talattn  to 

■team  earrlagea,  670;  relatlTe  ta 'VraablagtoH'a  nnalM. 
B61;  onaportralt  <rf Washington, 600 ;  on  the  eoadMt 
Of  the  Bank.  685;  to  arraat  Samuel  Hovatott,  814;  ■> 
the  charge  against  Houston,  060 ;  on  post  olBoo  comtiara, 
6BS ;  on  the  decease  <tf  Jonathen  Bunt,  801 ;  oo  the  da- 
cease  of  Oeoige  K  Ultchcll,  744 ;  retetlve  toanalkcad 
ftaad,7M;  oa  a  public  Taat  day,  fSL 

JMraachRMiiL— 6m  Jiul«>^  vols.  1^  la 

Btwmtn,  eoOtaUon  <^.—8t*  Mta,  vol.  R. 

JtMMKVO  Orftsre.— Aa  Mao^  vol.  4. 

RevolMio^  toldUri  q<— la  the  Bonae,  a  bill  aniuilaiiwailiij 
to  the  aet  of  ISBBtBSB;  amendmant  moved  tolndndt 
Btate  troopa,  volunteers,  fta,S9S;  othar  amandiai^ 
moved,  838,  834;  ordered  to  tha  third  nmdlan.  884 

IsnottheiweaentllAtlaigeanoa^TSSl;  wbsano- 
Utled atpraBentr881;Bmtl«ntftl«0OaaBlt  Kb»hiH,4c 
883 ;  fonoer  poUey  of  the  flwiai  iiiiiaal  to  ooofiae  fttr 
■laastothoaadlstfiM,8Ba;  bid  rola  ts  aanmdar  da 
dletatea  of  Jndgmant,  and  Maw  tha  tavolaa  «r  Oa  W 
Ings,  889 ;  grounds  of  objecttoa  to  the  paaaloB  arsl'a>> 
888 ;  something  should  be  done  for  tbo  Stat*  troofs  sai 
volBoteeta,  888 ;  moat  engaged  In  the  South  wm  dO- 
tia,  888 ;  lavish  year  nutnay  upon  those  entitled  t>>. 
aad  not  on  nnomstltntional  worka  iii  Intamal  toqicun- 
ment,  884;  bill  pasaed,884. 
In  the  Senate,  the  r»volntlonai7padoabtUooinid«i 
MBi  siiMiiiiliiiiiiili  iiMHiiil  III  liMiliiilaai|iiaiiilil<ii  i.him 
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VMS,  wtgUMn,  AxL,  489 ;  If  TtdnstMra  are  entltl«d  to  the 
fttfiiOtm  ot  th«  bni,  so  roMon  whr  others  should  be 
•sdnded,  4W;  sinendiiKBts  lost,  W;  nther  unend- 
menla  moTOdtMO;  serrtees  of  OUrke,4<0f  soUUets  of 
tlw  ladftta  wn  ontltlsd  to  tha  besdlts  of  ttu  blU,  «0 ; 
KmeBdmakt  to  emlnMS  soUlars  of  the  IndUn  wan  pre* 
▼tons  to  ITHI^  441 ;  If  tli«  Senate  abandons  the  groand 
of  providing  for  Uioee  who  cannot  provide  for  them- 
selTOB,  alt  sections  of  tlu  oonotiT  shonld  share  alike,  441 ; 
bill  destroyed  br  Its  exteaslTenasa,  441;  farther  Temarka 
iq»B  the  extent  of  the  bill,  441.  Ae  Adsov  rol.  10,  and 
Ada«^Tol»  8,  B,  Somtra. 

BtwhOtonatTf  Bomitit  Lamtaj—8»»  Mtm,  toL  6. 
R«coHai<ntary  P»naUm  B^ttm^—SM  IkOm,  toL  8. 
Shekd,  Chabub,  eommtmtcatlon  on  bis  Arabian  borses,  888. 
Shodi  /slofid;  ad«Ussto»  i^f.—Su  /mtes  toL  1. 
Soad  from  IMrott  to  CMcago.  "Do^  from  Pmuaoola  to 

BL  A%g%attikt.  Do,  Jtom  Georgia  to  Ifeui  Orison*. 

AsAtdso^T^a  'Di>.,*nArtoimi».—St»ItuUa,jA9. 
Boadt  4m  ArrMorlsn— In  the  Honae,  a  noessaBe  nlatlTO  to 

IMroIt  and  Cblcsgo  road,  108;  turfs,  lOa 
JtoatU  it*  StfOtt  or  Tirritorie*,  cUJtrmot  Mtcssih— iSm 

IndM,  vol.  9. 
£oads  and  OMtait,  mtrv^Jbr.—SM  Hidtas,  toL  T. 
Hoods,  PoA.^B«e  Indttt,  toIb.  8,  T. 
Roada,  Pott,  r^ir     t»  Mimlttippt,—3e9  Jkdtu,  toL  a 
RoAMB,  JoBV      BoprasantatlTB  tnm  Tlrgtola,  086.  Sm 

JMsg^  Tolfc  6^  10. 
BosBDM^  Am,  Senator  ftom  Bbeda  Island,  MT;  on  tb« 

rodnotlaa  of  dntiee,  409 ;  oatht  ralisf  <^  OoL  I^nrens, 

4BT.  A«A(fec,Tots.B,«,10. 
Boannos,  JraH  H.,  Senator  ftam  HUboIs,  W;  on  tha  ro- 

dnotloa  (tf  duties,  484 
Boot,  Exastub,  jRepresentatlTa  from  Kaw  ToA,  BU;  r«- 

durtnlng  tbe  ^nfc,MT. 
Bdmub,  BnwAifnf,  on  tbe  Katimal  road  In  Ohio,  S4S; 

Bmator  froot  QUO,  8iT. 
BuiM,  amtudmmt  t/^In  the  Honse,  a  rasolotloa  relaUre 

toy  oAted  and  adopted,  MM.  As  iM«s%  Tola.  9, 10. 
Bmnu,  Wnxuif,  BepresentatlTe  bom  Ohio,  HO.  As 

Mm,  TOla.  9,  IIX 
AMito»2Vvatv<»  tt«  Jr«r«lfSM^WM(ra«MNoM  4yt->&e 

S 

Aitt  i>iily  and  JVsWiv  AwiUy.-^  Jndsav  voL  S,  i>u«sf 
m»  Aijportu 

Attj^^rlfV*4»JIMnoAL^fotbsHeiiae,ft  MI  ftr  thasale 
oi;  olhred,Sll>;  Its  ob|eet,811 ;  ordered  to  b«  engroiisd, 
Sit ;  bill  paved.  Sift. 

BandnOv  Boad^  ruotuUon  rsIoMM  to,  660. 

Savonna\  nlb/i^.SM  Indn,  riA.  9. 

SAool  Larndt-Sto  Indm,  toL  10. 

Btamr^proteoUon  tf.—S«»  JndoB,  vols.  8, 4. 

Boamett,  Jbrotffti  MsnAonl— iSm  Indou,  joL  8. 

5«af  or  0MMnM)MNl-)8M  MsBiy  TOb.  1,    8,  BL 

Aonl  JVooMiHnm  jwHImNm  qi^--i8M  Mso^  Td.  4L 

AkIMmi  Zow  (/1T98,  see  /mIm),  T<rfs,  4,  S,  %  and  Awfso), 
ToL  8,  IH^mMnt  Utatwrt*  and  SMttHow  Amffosi; 

Aini4iioIe  ITar.— iSm  /nden,  toL  6. 

Sunns,  Bmnov  L.,  on  tbe  B^taosd  from  Balttmoie  to 
Vaddngton,  S84;  Bepreasntatlre  from  Usrylsnd,  E88. 
Am  AdM^Ttd-ia 

BmuAt  aoBTensB  st  td  ssnlon  of  SlstOuigresB,  109;  roto 
on  tba  trial  of  Jndge  Fadt,  US ;  adaoaiu  at  eloia  of  Sd 
Msfan  of  the  tlst  OongnK,  BOS;  eonraws  Istseastoa 
of  nd  OoBgress,  RCT ;  a^onnis  at  eloea  of  1st  session  ni 
SSd  Congress,  SSI. 

ftmn,  AHBnosa  H.,  Delegate  from  AricaaMS,  009.  iSw 


Snrxom,  Hokatio,  Senator  from  Taimoa^  M7.  Am  A- 
dur,  TOl&  T,  8,  9,  la 

Sbxvuu),  W  It.  LI  am  B.,  0^  the  BolIUo  and  New  Orleans 
road,  SO;  BepieoentitiTS  fhim  Nwth  Osndl&a,  D88. 
jSm  AdWy  Td.  IOl 

SnrrAnn,  Avovmra  H.,  Bepr«eeatetlre  from  North  Osro- 
lbu,688.  ^Adea!^Tol&»,10. 

SfOt,  <mliur»  </— In  the  Honse,  a  resolntlon  rebttve  to 
printing  the  report  on^  oonsldered,  98 ;  nine  of  the  re- 
peat, 98 ;  no  proprletjr  In  prisUng  It  at  expense  of  tho 
oentlngeot  ftind,98;  debate,  94;  reoolntion  passed, 94; 
amandmeat  also  passed,  H ;  neolntton,  844. 

A  bni  for  tho  eaoooragament  oi;  091 ;  maredtoMrlka 
ont  the  enacting  danse,  001;  for  mAMBg,  101;  ilgbt 
mder  (ho  eanstltatlon  fbr  this,  098;  bettar  to  forma 
national  eatabllsbment,  and  giro  a  Mi*Tj  to  a  teacher, 
B9S ;  motion  carried,  888. 

BiLBBKE,  Nathabixl,  Benstoi  from  New  Hampebire,  84T ; 
on  the  apportionment  bill,  41&   Sm  Index,  toL  lOi  - 

SiKoun,  &»  JoKiT,  oTldenoe  on  tbe  osea  of  salt,  188, 

Sinking  Fund.Ste  Indem,  toL  la 

SuoK,  WiixiAM,  BepreaentstlT*  from  Tarmoat,  088;  on 
the  apportionment  UU,  070: 

Btam  TVode.— lathe  Amim,  reiolatlaisrelathre  to  the  sop- 
pression  oi;  consldored,  845 ;  passed,  848.  Btt  Indta, 
vol  9,  6,  T,  9. 

Stavory  In  Us  IHiirt<A  of  oawnHa.—hi  tbe  Honse,  peU- 
tlons  rolatlre  to,  640 ;  from  members  of  tbe  Soolety  of 
Frienda,  BIO;  ask  for  tbe  abolition  of  slaTetjr  and  of  the 
dan  trade  In  tho  district,  010;  rtfomd,  BIO;  rspert, 
Oil.  AsAdM^Tols.(sft,l& 

Savary,  Aetton  i^IndtaMi.~-8M  Indtue,  toL  8,  Ordinonc*. 

Savary,  Iftgro,  in  8ovt\  Amorica.—36e  Indem,  ToL  S. 

Saoary,  Keaelatioai  BelaUva  to,  in  Jfaa  iSlaUa.—Sea  In- 
dao),  TOls.  8,  e,  nnd  /ndwD,  vol.  a,  TerritoHea. 

SJavea  I>aportad.—aaa  IndtK,  -rOa.  6, 9.  Do.,  FugWva.— 
Sea  Tndam,  vols.  S,  8,  T.  J>o.,  Importation  t^.—Saa  In- 
dia), ToL  9,  and  JMsc^Ttd.  S,  BvHat  on  fmporta.  Do., 
BtdaiimUrJbr.-~SMMdaa,-nL9.  JflpvUoii 
—3«aIMetc,rol  S.  Do.,  PtHiiona.—8aa  Jndaa,  rtds.  1, 
8,4,0. 

BUtvat,  OoaA  Tranaportatton  i^.—SaaJMim,  toL  9. 

Shopa  of  War,— Sea  Indaai,  roL  7. 

Smatt  Armad  Veaaaia.—aaa  Indax,  vol.  6. 

Bjf IT?,  Jonx,      Que  <tf.—3aa  Indam,  vol  8. 

Smitb,  Saudxl,  President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tarn.,  109;  on 
the  pigment  of  witnesses,  188;  on  rqteallng  the  da^ 
onaal^lTO;  on  the  Tufclsh  eommlaaloii,  901 ;  on  the 
duties  on  Iron,  908;  elected  President  pro  lam.  of  the 
Senate,  881 ;  Senator  from  Usrrknd,  84T ;  on  pnbUo 
ezpendltarefl,869;  on  the  rednotlim  of  dalles,  880;  «n 
the  branch  bank  ooirencf,  889 ;  on  Rovolntlonarj  pen- 
sions, 44S ;  on  extra  compensation  to  Judge  Dotr,  443 ; 
on  Tasblngton's  statae,  4W;  on  a  portrait  of  Washing- 
tun,  008.  ^Adea^  vols.  9,  8,  4,  (1^6,7,8;  ^10. 

BiarB,  Sahvbl  A.,  Eepreeontattve  from  Pean^lTsnla,  08SL 

Svn^  AuxAHinSi  on  the  pv  (tf  memhen,  8 ;  deoaaseo^ 
01  See  ^»dam,  vols.  8, 7, 8, 9,  Itt 

Siildiara  ef  the  Bawbdion.~8ea  Tndau,  vols.  8, 0. 

Souls,  Nathait,  BepresentatlTe  from  HewTork,  B88. 

SotOk  Amarioan  Stataa.—8ea  fitda^  vols.  8,  T. 

Souli  OaroUna  Olaima.—'Ia  tbe  House,  a  bill  nsUng  *p- 
pioprUtlons  for,  considered,  Bti;  amendment  made, 
049 ;  aDowanoe  for  blankete  nmunal  f n  ndi  elahna, 
eo;  tbe  dalm  equitable,  013;  If  tho  allowaaea  la  g«n- 
enl  there  is  no  ol^)ection,  M9;  peculiar  itrcnmstaneaa 
nsder  wUeh  this  monof  bad  bees  aj^n^ilatad  b^  the 
8tste,048;  foots  of  the  case,  044;  amount  of  Uankets 
always  deducted  fttim  the  soldiers'  paj,  044;  exertions 
to  supply  of  soldleiB  made  at  FIttdnug,  which  should 
iMnmoncntsdlf  tUiltamla  allowed,  044;  shall  tb* 
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Ualtad  BtatM  nftud  to  fioath  CanUn  tlw  moner  she 
netmSfy aAmtMil  MA;  nolawto  raqnlN  thvUnltMl 
BtatatoftiniikUuketi^eU;  ittuUMiof  CuoUMst 

QumHoii  <n  alhnriiif  «  entalit  ■Oowiiim  Ibr  Unkata, 
curM,  6M ;  modn  to  rtriln  Mt  iBtomli  8W;  Blloirad 
In  otbor  auM,  flW;  a  nmr  priMlpIt^  to  eompamte 
StitM  fi>r  vhat  tb^  had  loat  In  maUng  adwwaa  to  ttia 
UdIoa,  6M;  fnteraBtu  mnob  dnauthe  priinlpal,  696; 
JqaUoo  of  tho  claim  for  tbo  parmant  of  Intonat,  6H; 
ftulher  dabata,6M;  dUBeoltrof  M«nti£  out  ansh  an 
Intoreit  aoooont  aa  the  UIl  woaid  raqoln,  W ;  aoauul- 
raant loat, 6*7.  dteJMaaf^ voLft 

Awa  OiivMita  iVvtal-^  Jmta^  vol.  la 
BounLUB,  IsuLO,  BepraaenteUTa  from  Haw  Jtmtj,  688. 
4Nite,  DtaorimiHatlnir  I>uHm  tottt— In  ths  Smato,  a 
nuaaage  ntetlrfl  to,  4M;  ralbmd,  4ST. 

Taia.T. 

4Mal^»wH!porMiMt«;«»i>MKsarmMl  FmnK^^Sm 
JiidaB,nLr. 

BniSBT,  Jns^  on  tha  dn^oa  laltiSU;  BapraaentaUn 
from  Noith  OaioUna,  CSa ;  on  eoloaUbig  fr«a  nagioea, 
DM;  on  tha  Soatli  CaroUna  memoilal,  MS;  on  staam 
carrlagaa,  STB;  on  povt-offlea  «ontnett,  669;  on  aob- 
aeriblas  for  ths  BagbteT  ttf  Deltatm,  T8T,  T88 ;  on  the 
tariff  bill,  T«L  jiM /(Ktat^  ToL  10. 

Snmn,  Aionoi^  mi  topographleal  aarr^aie ;  ralatlTc  to 
Jiulga  Paok, W;  <wfliaeiiKmofslUt,BS;  aivpntoth* 
Imveadinwntt  1ST;  rapMts  on  tha  ailkflaf  pnacntol  br 
Daponcaan,  fiTa  Aa  Tid.  10. 

BmicB,  JOBM  8.,  BBpraaantatlTa  from  Haiyland,  B88. 

Bpuscn,  Fbim,  Benator  ft«m  2Uh^  M7;  w  OMUimed 
dlTldendB,4S6;  onTaoeUalknarthaXBdI«M,44a.  Aa 
Adan^  Tola.  6;  9, 10. 

BcAimmiy,  muux,  BapnmrtKttTC ftvn  (Htlo,M8;  lat- 
ter to  apeakar  of  tba  Hoom^  Hi;  an  tha  awltar  with 
HowtoBiflSr.  A*  MM^  TOlii  I;  1& 

Bunnm,  Jaiw,  X^naaatattTa  fr«n  'Snamat,  B88. 

jSM  /•UtatB,  10; 

Aoto  Aifonoai.— Aa  /ndM^  toL  X 

StaU  Paper*,  AmeHcait,  commnnleatlon  from  Oalea  and 

Baaton  raUtlve  to,  806. 
ai  Domiitffo.—S»t  AdM,  Tiria.  %  T. 
Bham  OarrtoffaiL— In  the  Hooaa,  naolatlon  rdnttva  to, 

m. 

BSMraMn,  Fniuvmi  BapraaantatlTa  ftmn  FeniaylTUla, 

BnrntTBOir,  Aronnw,  hia  abaanoa  aa  Bpeakar,  866 ;  reuarfca 
«B  Toto  of  thaaka  as  Bpoaker,  SU ;  SapreaantotlTa  from 
TltglnI&,S88;  ehoaea  Bpaakar, 6W ;  addraaa, S».  Aa 
IndM,  Tols.  S,  0,  IOl 

SnwiJtT,  Commodon,  lattois  <m  Commodora  Daoatar,  600. 

BnwABi^  Axnnw,  Kcpreaeatattn  from  P«anq4Tanla< 
«8l  Aa/wlM(^T«l8.«,10. 

Atod^  Jtaa  JOIWhw  JAwl-iSm  Ates  T«L  8. 

BnoH,  HiNBT  B.I  va  fhm  pajr  of  membofa,  S;  on  i«> 
moral  of  th«  lodtani,  M;  on  attondlng  tba  trial  of 
Jodge  Foofc,  109 ;  snpporta  flie  trapoa«hment  of  Jodga 
Feck,  111 ;  on  the  Tnrkiah  miwlon,  840, 84L  Aa  JimIm^ 
ToU.  6,  7,  8,  9, 10: 

Bnua,  WtLuui  L.,  BepraaentatlTe  from  Conneetleat, 
088.  A«/«>d«^TOLia 

Bnom,  iixu,  on  tha  mamoilal  of  Jvdfa  Peak,  ST. 

Atfbnn  of  .ilMxmdrliv  H«^-Sm  iMaa^  ToL  9. 

A(^hrar«  <»  Var.— Aa  Imdm,  toL  8. 
Suffor,  Dravibodt  m  X^liMd.— At  2WlM  «m  Bnporit, 
nLUl 


Bngar  Omml— Aa  htdm^  i»L  W 

AMdoy  JToffa.— In  tba  Honaa,*  pflUtton  i«fatfv»«av«9: 
qMatfanoffafaeaea  dAatad,«ft.  Aa7«4a%ivk.^ 
f,l«i  • 

Afrpfaw  JaiMMM,  ropoct  on,  8Bft 

aarf/tvn  Otnuml  <tf  Ma  Jraey.— Aa  Adaa^  voL  IC 

BuTHUuiiD,  Joel  B.,  on  attendhig  tho  trial  af  Jo^  Feet, 

106;  onsiibaoriblngfiartbaB«glatar<rf  DctetaakW;  oB 

tha  salt  dntr,  816;  BapraaaatotlTO  ftoan  FfMijlia*'!. 

MS;  oatUaamitaBtitlhaaomKnL  JkaMai^nLM. 
BwAWWOiri,  AunrB«  latUr  m  ftaadi  b  tha  «aBodhB  at 

dntKdt. 

T 

7beH&a|M  JflMtoi.— Aa  Adaa^  toL  ft. 
nuM^  Arwofc-Aa  /iidaa^  Tidib  ^  0^  1    ila^  mpv-Aa 
IMai^  Tid. «. 

TATun,  tvm  W.,  <m  niiUauoa  of  ft*  Pta^deaffaimm 

STO;  BepraMDtstlTa  from  New  York,  0B8;  wnpataK 
toanaBa,«OIL  Aa  JwdM,  vda.  6, «,  7,  fl^  1ft. 

TA2IWILL,  LiTTUTOir  W.,  OB  tba  gaaml  ap|a«|1iHi^ 
186;  oa  tha  TarUah  minton,  IM;  on  tboTnUfh nm- 
ml«lon.984t  el«ctadPrealdratjM«faM.or  tbaScaal^ 
S61;  dedlBaa,S«l;  SanatarfromTl^iil%  MT;  «aAa 
ortelnatloii  of  WaAliwton'a  UiOdar,  WT;  on  fha  r- 
daeOanor  dntfaa,«8.4S»;  an  tba  mMe» 
nala,4tt;  «n tba ndHha to Balglui, dH; 
panato  of  tho  G9T«rBmat,4BS;  oa  ttairikf  oTCM^ 
LuTena,4SB;  oaaflayof  hMmptrtlim,dWt  amMm, 
-vola.  a,  0,  lOi 

rooi,  nport  (m  dntlao  (m,  861 

Tlwiaaaaaa,  AAoAtiUm  <y.— Aa  iiMfaHh  toL  1. 

Jiawaaiaa^  LamA  tyoiiin<a>— Aa  Jtufia^  tuL  1& 

flMuuwai^  Jttftoa  ZomA  ter-Aa  JM«%  vaL  KL 

ghrrHartot  gaownKalt  AaAJa^TolA 

nrrttortai-Aa  ^MfaN^  Tola.  1,  S;  S,  4,  «L 

Tnoiua,  Fnuram,  HoptiwaatatlTa  from  JbfrloBd,  Mi;  aa 
removal  of  "Waahlngtm^  romilBa^  68^  IWI. 

TnouAB,  Pmuuoir,  BopraaaatatlTe  ftmn  Z4HilaiaB%  Wi 

Tbomtbok,  Wnar,  on  remoral  of  tho  Indlano,  M;  ao 
to  absent  memberB,KT;  on  the  dnfy  ob  aal^  tU ;  Ba^ 
taaantatlTo  from  Oaorgla,  OM;  im  rmnoral  «f  Waab- 
lB(ton'Brematna,687.  Aa  AAoi,  Tida.  T,  ^ 

TlRnno]r,J<Haf,  Bepn«ntaaTCfr«mOUivH&  Ai  «>• 
Aa^ToLlft. 

TiTToiT,  0«neral,eammmdeatlOBoaaal^UI;  aBvslntan 

agalnat  the  Indiana,  4S8, 4M. 
nua  (i^  PraifdffEl— Aa /iMla^  ToL  L 
TotfuHaox,  OiDioK,  Senator  froiB  CanaeClaB^  WB.  Sm 

IndoB,  Ttda.  6, 7,  B,  8. 
ToxpKm,  Ouanvna,  B^naeBtatlra  Ami  KMti^r* 

68a 

nilMffnvAlafflAirWift— fiitta  Ham  »  bU  maftlaf  ^ 
pn^Tlatlona  Ibr.  eoBBldared,  4;  aMBtawrt  llHia«  at 
expeadttnn  to  works  heretoAirs  dfraeted,  4 ;  H  aboald 
be  applied  u  aanal,  4 ;  this  change  iaexpedlsnt,  n^na^ 
and  mireasonsble,  4;  If  adc^ted,  areir  asembw  w9 
hare  hU  poeolUr  pnjeet  carried  thimgh,4;  abaar  ta 
which  the  present  mode  leads,  6 ;  If  Uwpnaaat  wfitKm 
U  eontlBned,  Ita  exeidae  abonld  be  left  to  tba  TTiawHia 
6;  tba  propoaltloB  exoepttonaUe,  6;  Hoaaa  ihaM  d*- 
elda«itlMpraprle^ofBnra8rT«n6;  th*aMitafl« 
wm  rdlara  tho  BneotlTa  ftan  rapoMMUtr*  «t 
antborlitBgtboaa  BnrTeniueoiHtttatteaaI,B;a»poa^ 
or  of  tbo  gommetf  to  mako  tkaai,  B;  aMatamt 
laat,6L 
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TuoA  PannA*  Is  BtpraMiiUttrs  from  M«ir  Ycrik,  W ; 
OD  Uw  ■jporUoonaiit  MU,  fiCQ;  on  tba  oUn  «f  Hn. 
I>ewtar,B99;  A«  AdN^  toIh  9^  Ift 

TVMntry.— i8m  /nd «\  yiAm.  I,  & 

ZVmMk,  JITmo  0r»4k.—Se*  IntUa,  toU  9^  aad  Adws  tdL  8, 

TurriXT,  Jjjoh,  di  topogr^Mcd  larTC jb,  5 ;  on  nvoln- 

tlonaT7  peuloEH,  881.  See  Indtm,  vols.  ^  9, 1ft 
Taoirr,  Omei  IL,  Buntor  from  Q«oqte,  847.  Am  InOs^ 

Tou.  g,  10. 

TiiOKBC,Bmuxa,«ntliednfyODMU,81S,S18;  osiot^- 
tlOBBT  psulOM,  ML 

Mia  JRvfMt^Ia  tk«  BMMto  Ihs  ippnpriatioa  UH 
ooDridand,  19B;  motfam  to  itrlke  oat  ocrtaln  appr^rla- 
ttoes  of  Mkr7  far  oommiMlonen  i^polated  bj  tlM  Ut* 
uidi)nMBtPraddral:,19{(;  object  to  expt«Mdlm(^b«- 
Uon  of  wbftt  bm  boon  dooo,  «iid  tho  mode  In  wblch  It 
ma  prapoaod  to  remanonto  tho  eommlMloiian,  190 ; 
diffierenoe  b«timii  a  TolutHr  Atnrd  to  thoM  who  In- 
tanded  ud  cetod  hoBMtly,  nd  roUmt  am  afifmfiriKlbm 
•f  B10M7  npOE  tlw  a^UcatfamoC  thoBmrattra  la  ra- 
dampUMi  ar  tiM  ftUh  «f  tha  BtOa  pMiad  b]r  thaaa  who 
AidBoilfU  to  pM|«  tt,U9;  tiM  powaraanabad 
tha  Frwideiit  In  tU>  oue  la  not  gnntod,  Init  forbidden 
hj  tbe  eoutltiitlon,  194;  BUtsmeiit  of  Acta,  197;  did 
the  PntUent  pommb  ny  uthoiiqr  to  InaUtata  snoh  ui 
original  mlMrion  daring  the  reoasH,  and  without  the  »d- 
Yioe  ukI  oonMDt  of  the  SenAtoI  197;  thasiiMndmenCto 
(Ira  thm  n  Hkiy  ^pptma  of  tha  pMUain  nUtai^ 
Mr,  IM;  aboMtaroT  tbs  powar  ezutad  bf  tba  Fnat- 
dant,  US;  we  Ut*  In  atnnge  tlmei,  196;  ii  It  oaid  w« 
tboold  hxft  ao  mnch  oonfldaaee  in  tha  dliontlon  <a  the 
PreaUent  m  to  beUere  he  wonld  abnaa  thtadlaere- 
Vaal  199;  tha ExaentiT*  baa  no  aooh  Inherent  or  nude- 
flned  aatbiM^r,  199;  eonttitatlon  osumloed,  19B ;  maan- 
lug  of  tbe  term  "  ▼aouxir  In  oSBee,"  SOO ;  the  term  "  may 
Ji^p«n,''900;  a aoand nnd  obTiooa  mlo  of  oonttnutlon, 
fMipiVTliloHtethaBgitaa  oT  B^eaaMstiTUbtpO; 
pr»Tltlou  Air  the  flanati^  Ml ;  pvoTUoni  ibr  Tiemiclea 
in  tbeae  eMaa,S(a;  tho  powerof  tha  Prerideat  la  tha 
aame  In  repid  to  all  appdntmaoti)  901 ;  aome  my  thrae 
dlffsrent  spedta  of  offleaa  «re  refbrrad  to  In  tha  eon- 
atltntlon,  909 ;  a  aingle  pievloDa  Inatance  of  an  at- 
tempt to  flU  anch  Tacanelea  in  the  jaoeea  of  the  Senate, 
4s;  tba  Pnaldant  eaaaot  maka  u  original  appolnt- 
naiitto«n7<Aaa,S09;  It  la  not  mora  tho  object  of  tba 
flonaUtotian  to  (NwlHpowar  tbanitia  toabMkandre< 
itntn  tbe  aathorltx  wbldi  it  gmnta,  909;  a  eaaa  aog- 
geated,SOS;  aaawen,  908 ;pTata*tagaliiat that argoment 
wUeh  In  a  written  oonatttntlon  aeeka  to  Infbr  authority 
for  tbe  govemoia  tnm  their  own  praotloea,  808 ;  tbe 
precedents,  SU;  In  tbe  administration  of  Ur.  Jefferaoo, 
SM;  In  1814, 804;  in  the  ease  of  tba  Sontb  American 
Bi9«bUe^ 904 ;  eaaeof  Faitana,»4;  tbeporUona  of 
tbaeonaUtatlMaadthepnatloa  of  tbaOoranunratln 
ftrietHoordama,l06;  ttii  aaldthai*  mqrbe  doabton 
tbe  eoattniotlaa  of  tbe  eoBstitatlon,  200;  how  U  this 
M^poaod  doubt  ptodaeedf  800;  Itlasaid  mlnlatsra  ware 
p^oaad,  but  oommisalonora  aetnally  seat  In  tho  case  of 
Panama,  906;  character  of  tbeao  eommlsslonert,  807; 
power  of  tho  President  to  ^ipolnt  seoret  agents,  807; 
ware  tbaa*  eommlaaitmen  offleon  of  tba  United  States  f 
MB;  to  11  mid  tha  SoMta  ban  advtoad  tbe  ntUeattoa 


of  thotna^r  900;  U  was  tba  ds^  of  tha  Piealdentat 
tbe  next  aeaalon  of  tho  SetuU*  to  bar*  Bobmlttad  Iba  ^ 
irf*"*TTirtt*tHtt  inrimii1iifini-nii  Wt;  Taritmi  aiH  mm-  * 
tadlatoi7  mode*  reaortod  to^  ftr  anbwgiaf  a*  axaentfTC 
power;  nO;  did  tbe  mlnlatcn  oaaaa  to  be  ■iKhtham»> 
mont  tbolr  work  waa  done  t  the  undm  Ibnt  "  the 
king  can  do  no  wrong,"  SIL 

What  waa  tbe  bar  of  tbe  gentlemen  r  918;  tba  Presi- 
dent can  alw^  app^t  aeerati  Infonnal,  diplomatic 
i«ants  wttbont  Ot  adrlaa  of  Uia  Boaat*,  919 ;  ntlAa- 
tkn  of  tbe  treaty  does  aotlmpoaa  en  obligation  to  pay 
tbaafantiinS;  aaeve  dtimdt*  w,918;  taha  wUUay 
to  moiUe*  tti*  aabttaaee  to  the  fltrmr  918;  prolbaaloai 
of  attachment  to  tbe  eoDstitDthm,  914;  the  ebarg* 
made,  914 ;  what  are  tbo  fiieta  which  bare  enated  tbla 
Htdden  e]^loalon r  914;  It  la  aaid  tbo  Prerident  haa  no 
power  to  appoint  a  pnbUo  minister  during  tbe  repem  of 
Uie  Soiato  where  none  baa  existed  belbra,  SU;  words 
oCtb*ooMtltaUi>n,915;  ItU  saldno Pi*ddantbH*wr 
dared  to  All  op  an  original  vacant  la  an  offloa  after  the 
end  of  the  session  in  which  tbe  law  wbleh  created  the 
offlea  bad pmiad,  910;  the  ollloe  of  n  mlnlater  toafbr- 
elgn  power  derlres  Its  aothority  from  the  law  of 
Hons,  217;  this  law  distlngntshes  tbe  two  cUssoe  of 
agents  by  whom  diplomatic  Interoonra*  may  be  carried 
on,  817 ;  an  iiiror  Ilea  In  cansldering  tho  mission  to  each 
OMirt  a  distinct  otBce,  918;  negotlaton  for  peace  are 
InTMlaMy  planlpotentkries.  MB ;  plan  of  naaaialtr,  919 ; 
bnt  tbe  power.  It  Is  said,  may  be  abased,  819 ;  the  oaae 
which  has  exdled  the  Indignation  against  execntlre  en* 
CToaehroeat,  910;  causes  of  complaint,  830;  distinction 
between  a  pubUo  minister  and  asecretagent,  9S0;  fhnlt 
Is  fbnnd  with  the  manner  In  which  these  agenta  were 
coastitated,S90;  waa  there  ever  an  important  aob|*et 
<tf  oar  oonlldentlal  dabataa  that  was  not  whispered  aboat 
In  taTWMl  SU;  It  la  aafd,  abow  the  power  of  the  Prea- 
Idant  to  appointaaont  H*Bti^  ^  i  *>>*  pnwtlo*  of  ap- 
pdntlnc  Boeret  afoito  la  ooaral  with  oat  edateao*  a*  n 
natton,  981 ;  Instaneea,  881 ;  by  whom  this  constmcUon 
was  given  to  tbe  oonstlttitlon,  831 ;  will  it  bo  said  tbla 
exam[do  doea  not  q>ply  t  SIS ;  treaty  of  Algieia,  SSS ; 
practice  of  Adams  and  Jefferson,  823 ;  case  of  dlffiealtlea 
nndcr  the  treaty  of  Algiers,  328 ;  practico  ot  Monroe^ 
824;  practice  (rf  Adama,  834;  Is  not  this  nnllbnn  pm^ 
tic*  strongly  peianaalTe  <rf  Am  oorrootneas  of  the  eon- 
•trucUm  r  824 ;  an  Instance  In  tho  year  131S,  895. 

Intlmatad  that  this  Is  not  the  proper  place  for  the 
dlscosalOtt,  880;  a  hue  and  cry  is  to  bo  rtised  at  oar 
heels,  880;  oar  dntrl*  to  be  fkltUbl  to  the  constitution, 
S80;  what  was  the  Fuiama  qnostion  bat  the  bone,  and 
flesh,  and  alnew  ofthlsT  9Sei;  this  Is  no  secret  agenqy, 
bat  a  secret  embassy  or  mission,  287 ;  action  or  protest 
in  the  Senate  on  a  former  case,  SS7 ;  extract  from  tba 
ipeachofthaBeeretaty  of  State,  338;  the  cases  ralinnd 
to  fiimlflb  no  excuse  for  the  Secretary,  83S ;  It  la  said 
these  persons  were  not  pabllc  ministers,  920;  did  not 
Ur.  Rbind  make  known  bis  true  character  T  820 ;  If  the 
precedents  were  all  in  point,  the  conatitntlou  would  be 
unchanged,  880 ;  It  Is  said  thtt  It  la  now  too  late  to  ob- 
ject, 281 ;  why  ^onld  we  be  goaded  Into  opposition  t» 
the  Administration  by  petaaTeranoo  In  *  covme  which 
w*  eaniMrt  Kgignml  S81;  tbla  haa  bami  ealledft  mai* 
(neaOon  of  power  betwaan  tb*  Frealdent  and  Sanate, 
883;  amawdmont  moved,  889. 

Tha  transaction  examined,  839;  tho  commlsdonen 
were  mere  confldontUl  agents,  888;  the  powar  for  this 
^ipolntment  fklrly  dednelblo  from  tbe  coostltation, 
889 ;  what  has  been  the  usage  almost  every  adminis- 
tration flrom  the  wl^n  at  onr  goremmanl?  9S8;  In- 
stanoest  888;  tbe  Pinamn  Umton  and  this  ease,  888; 
oue  of  wnmilaalotMn  to  Indian  tribe^S84;  tboattan^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


780 


INDEX. 


to  dtnsrlmliute  b«tveen  the  Chief  Maglstnto  sDd  hta 

Thli  met  nnoonatltaUonal,  SU;  a  tunrpatlon  on  tbe 
p^rt  of  the  President,  2S4 ;  whatever  I  have  oald  I  have 
tbOQgbt,  SBS;  conm  thed«b«te  hastaluii,S8B;  dlaUiic- 
^  ttoa  drawn  b«tWM&  the  power  to  make  tnsttas  and  the 
power  to  make  tiqtoliitmenta,  885;  bow  an  trettlei  to 
iMHeBotlatedf  8SB;  fbw  casos  of  a  treatj  negotiated  hjr 
ur  other  than  a  diplomatic  offloer,  S3A;  existence  of 
mr  glrea  to  the  President  power  he  maj  not  rightftilly 
oUlm  In  time  of  peace,  SSO ;  when  war  exists  the  oon- 
BtitnUoa  glrea  to  the  ezeontlTe  erety  Uwfal  means  to 
aceomplish  peace,  SU;  an  answer  to  the  precedents 
died,  SU,  987 ;  differ* nee  between  the  hordes  of  Algleia 
and  the  tribntarise  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  997;  how 
ttiewm)prlatlon)a]iutUled,987;  It  la  stld  tUa  Is  not  t 
sew  mission,  S88;  commlwlonets  appointed  by  Mr. 
KuiTOO,  849 ;  conrse  pnraned  in  the  House,  MS ;  amend- 
ments proposed,  248;  pubUdty  of  secret  proceedings  of 
the  Senate,  2U;  chugo  In  tbe  coarse  of  the  executive 
department,  944;  theseent  fttod,  wbf  set  ^uirtf  244; 
patriotism  should  never  de^air  of  tlie  BepnbUo,  MS; 
course  of  tbe  opposlUon  oonaldered,  flIB;  emrectneM  of 
the  dlstlnoUoti  betwem  egenti  and  olBeen  of  the  gor- 
«niment,94S:  Virginia  the  antbor  of  the  evil,  846;  two 
or  three  striking  cases,  84S ;  grounds  upon  which  the 
apparent  Inconsistency  of  opinion  Is  rested,  24T,  948 ;  the 
oondnct  of  the  President  strictly  correct.  If  It  could  be 
shown  the  negotiation  ongbt  to  hare  been  kept  secret, 
S4S;  attempt  to  make  the  tmpresalon  that  there  had 
SoMi  an  Instdtons  dealgn  la  themumer  of  isklng  for  the 
approipilsttlon,  949;  the  serrleae  rendered  l^the  Com- 
mlssloneiB  hare  been  sHghtly  ipoken  ot;  SBD;  eitlmste 
of  tiie  probable  beneflta  of  »  free  oommeroe  taito  the 
Blaek  Sei,  990 ;  what  Is  the  amendment  of  Qie  chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  951 ;  Uttle  thought  a  oonstl- 
tutlonsl  question  could  have  been  raised  on  a  question 
to  pay  fbr  serrlces,  SSI ;  the  points  submitted  by  the 
senator  from  YirgiiUa,  8D1 ;  the  ouutltatlan  glrea  the 
aamepowen  to  tbe  President  In  the  cue  of  the  appolnt- 
mont  of  Judges,  as  It  does  In  thrt  of  mlnlston  to  foreign 
nations,  SOB ;  It  Is  idd  tbe  President  has  conmiltted  a 
pelpMbU  vlolatioB  of  fb»  constitution,  989;  precodeuta 
set  by  all  prorioiu  Presidents,  988;  motion  to  strike  out 
wltbdra'jni,  i&4  ;  amendments  adopted,  251;  other 
amendments,  355 ;  amendments  of  tbe  House  disagreed 
to,  2n.  ' 

In  tbe  House,  an  appropriation  of  115,000  for,  889 ; 
pnnlao  to  atrifco  out,  889 ;  ezaot  ebaraeter  of  tiM  per* 
•one  to  be  oomp^aatod  unknown,  889 ;  these  men  bare 
performed  important  serrlcos,  889;  If  paid  at  all,  It 
ahonld  be  out  of  the  secret  serrlce  fkmd,  889 ;  If  any 
public  ministers  are  to  be  prorlded  for,  let  the  govom- 
ment  send  to  tbe  House  some  Information,  840;  the 
House  has  no  hcts  to  go  upon,  840;  will  not  certain 
persons,  who  hare  performed  serrioes,  be  left  to  tske 
their  chance  for  payment,  if  tblslaatrlofcea  ont  f  810 ;  why 
cannot  persona  who  hare  been  In  tbe  aerrlee  of  tho 
otmntrybe  paUTHO;  wbylathe  claaae  to  be  stricken 
ontfftIO;  tho  committee  durired  to  present  the  question 
In  snob  a  way  as  to  condllato  all,  841 ;  tho  allUr  has 
happened  through  mere  orerslght,  without  any  intent, 
811 ;  unless  tbe  House  Intends  to  compensate  them  In 
some  other  mode  the  ^roprlatlon  ooght  not  to  be 
stricken  ont,  841 ;  tho  exercise  of  a  oonsUtnttonal  power, 
so  for  as  anr  eonstmotton  of  the  eonstltntlOB  eonld  de- 
i1t«  ftfoo  from  preeeden^  841;  moUon  to  atrike  ont 
oanled,  841 ;  amendment  mored  to  strike  out  (8(1,000 
■ad  mbatltote  tO.000,  S41;  tho  t9^000  is  Intended  to 
prorlde  tbe  tribute  given  to  tbe  Orand  Belgnor,  841 ; 
tbe  treaty  iboold  be  commnnlcated  to  tbe  Hooso  before 


the  approprtatlta  Is  giron,  841 ;  Tiavs  sdmesA,  w; 
otijeotlons  answered,  8tt;  tbe  country  has  set  biBeaa 
bought  a  treaty,  849;  reasons  fortlie  eipettditne,  M; 
amendment  lost,  848 ;  other  amendmena  mortd  &>j 
adopted,  848;  prorlsooftbe  Buntostnu^oBt  IsOm- 
nrfttee  of  Ow  TTbol^  H8. 

nB»-Uitri»  rofo—AaMMvToLi. 

Tnn,  Jonir,on  tbe  punishment  of  dioDlBg,  UB;  satfe 
TuriLlsh  commission,  896 ;  Senator  from  Tl,  M!;  n  tki 
ndnetlon  <rfdatlea,8n;  on  the  eharter ef  tks  C.  i. 
B«Bk,4Ba.  aMMM,naa.1,%a. 

V 

OMmi,  dbfoliiHoit  ^'.-As  .fiidsa^  Td. «. 
VMeUtta  JWoMHir-Aa  Jw(«^  nL«. 

T 

VacotnaUeim^  IiUUamt.—la  tbe  Senal^abllltBpffiHt 
to  cMuldered,  d<r;  a  Un  more  for  tbe  heMdt  tflafa 
agents  than  of  iha  Indiana,  4ff ;  an  •xp«rinualt4ad> 
neeless  and  dangerous,  447;  power  tbeUB  gtmlotia 
President,  447;  eeBed  for  by  hmnanltyind  sinftag. 
448;  Inddenteldlaonasicwa,  448;  amendsMBfc  W; M 
passed,  US^—Sm  TndM,  roL  7. 

Yakob,  JoaxpB,  on  the  lUlnots  and  lfUI|nO«ri,W; 
Sepmentattre  (Mm  (Hil^  688;  nWIn  to  otN^ 
Bamnd  Hoaettm,  644. 

YKXTUjroK,  aouix  Cn  <»  Um  TnUA  aU«,  U, 
840;  on  the  tariff 616;  fi^WMBtattvofrMllnrTA 
688. 

FesssI*  reftttUrittg  and  eUaHmf.—StaAdt^vL'C 
Viet  and  Star  Admiraia.-~8M  TndM,  toL  El 
Tint  Prtttdentt  Apptak—Btt  Ittdtx,  roL  9. 
Tlce  iVesfdeMf,  jwtoert  q^tte.— SIss  AdsBt  roL  a. 
ViMToa,  Saxckl     on  tbe  salt  duty,  TT;  on  the  sarlptic 

of  tbe  Ohio,  884;  Be^osentattra  fromOhkkfi&^ 

ffitf^  foil,  T,  8,  fl^  ul 

T^vMaXmdfJfater-In  tbe  Ama^  a  tU  nUn  ^ 

considered,  M8, 
PItvMa  LiMd  WarramU.—S»»  Tmdm,  roL  T. 
Flrv^Mfo  Military  LoskU—Sm  Indma,  roll.  4,  & 
Ffrfrinta  JfiWory  tnotec-^  tho  Hoase,  a  bfU  to  qfn- 
,  pilato,  considered,  706;  gneatloarfpiiiMiliiit  Hmmd, 

10B,  T06,  707;  fuitber  debate,  T84. 


Wabatk  (Mdmcmt  CbMoi,— <Ss<  Ind^sa,  toL  S. 
'WAoauux,  Onoua  A^SonateframLonUaai^Hl! 
Walkxs,  Johk      a  wltueaa  on  the  trial  cf  JadfS  M; 

18S. 

War,  OMduct  <^  t\e.~SM  Index,  vol  6. 

War,  JfeOaration     <i>  IStL-r^  Indm,  ToL  4 

'VTass,  AAnoK,  KapnaoBtatlTO  fmoi  Hot  Tart,  U  &t 

Adsa,Tols.9,10L 
Wasdwell,  Damisl,  BepreoentattTe  from  Hew  Te(k.W; 

on  a  rseharter  of  tbe  Bank,  T4& 
Wabe,  BonaT,  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Jodge  Wt, 
WaMnffton  Otty,  Captttra  (^.—Su  IhSm,  roL  & 
WAoniKcraoK,  Ombok  (X,  Bepreeentatire  fMai  Vafi^ 

683. 

WanDiaToiT,  JoHx  iL^lettaron  nmoralof  VsiUbiIib^ 

Temalna,«WbM. 
WASnnrOTOir,  Kavtha,  letter  on  the  remorsl  Tadief 

ton's  remains,  588 ;  remoral  of  the  renalnsct99& 
Wa^ingtm'w  JHrttdoy.— In  the  Beaat^  tftOtt  s  rwit 

tlon  to  make  arrugemenU  for  the  oeWa»U«  «t  * 
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if***^***"  blrtbd^,  ■gTMd  to,  8U;  MmadttM  ap- 
potMtad,8STi  ot^Mtliwato  Hnlnioo  Uia  eomi^ttoa, 
881;  no  iimiiii  wlij  nnimiiM  shooM  depdrtfrom  tht 
MMtamaiy  mod*  of  hmorfagtlwAq'i'SS;  fcrUwr  ro- 
iiMits,868;  nportof  tli*  J<riiit  Committee,  8H;  ap- 
pUoidtoii  for  Ui«  mnalns  of  VuhinstoB,  S96;  remuks, 
8M ;  idopUon  of  tbe  reaolatlon,  898 ;  appltoaUoB  for  tha 
roBulM,  400;  replr,  400;  rMolatlon  nUUn  to,  fiTC; 
mottoD  to  itrtko  out  "  GeaenU,"  618, 

WuKimzos,  Ar(ra0 1/— In  tho  Houi,  •  mriittioaida' 
tlnto,«oBdd«i«d,BM;  ftutber  dolwta,  M7. 

Xa  tho  Benolo, »  rwolsttra  nlttlTO  to,  600 ;  oonsld- 
omd,  fiOe;  ordMvd  to  ba  eagnwwd,  DOft.  Ste  Jndta, 
T0L8. 

inuWnftM'«  JEMMrfM.— In  tho  Hodm,  «  report  of  the 
wmwitttofti  est  I  rewdntloit  nUUTe  to  on  oppUcoUoii  for 
tbo  Tsnulno  WaaUngton,  568 ;  for  whot  pnrpoee  bnt 
that  of  Tain  iboir  veM  thoso  remains  to  be  removed, 
W;  naulmf^of  tto  nto  atn  flmner  period,  fi88; 
vlalatlifttoMaetl^of  tIwsnTa,88S;  for  whnt  rowon 
'  b  tbb  ptofoood?  MS;  Ua  bonoe  belosf  to  the  lell  of 
TlrglBla,BH;  opentlon  of  the  leaolntloD  on  the  feellnga 
<tf  Yl^ilBla,  684;  the  United  Btatea  ove  a  debt  of 
giatltnde  panmonnt  to  that  of  TlrglnJa,  C8I;  the  reso- 
IndMof  lTn,686;  U  this  TiolatlD«  the  repoee  of  the 
gntTot  686;  TnUn|tan  died  a  otdun  of  tbe  United 
8talM,086;  tUi  propotftloB  ftevieatir  wdo, 6M ;  !• 
Mn^ootdiu  totho  rights  of  Ua  nattn  Btatet  BBS; 
woaU  ho  aaaeatto  thla  propoattlM,  If  poHiUor  66S; 
nmonl  of  tbe  renalu  of  IbrOn  Waahingtoa,  68T ; 
tha  deaire  of  TttglnlB,  68T;  Interpretation  of  Waablng- 
tttt'a  wUl,D87;  roBolnttona  of  Congreaa  In  ITM,  681; 
oorra^ndenee  vlth  Hn.  Waeblngitoii,  688 ;  what  waa 
the  eelebratloB  desired  by  tbts  Honse  T  688 ;  what  the 
iMOlntloa  pr^oasi^  680;  further  ioiurlc8,6M;  reaolo- 
tmpuaadiSN. 

rBiOior  TCSolatlw  nUtn  to  tho  ooromoDfai,  691 ; 
iBTttations  aboold  ba  gtren  by  a  direct  a«t  itf  tha  Home, 
601 ;  abonld  Inalnda  Judges  of  the  Bapreme  Cenrt,  681 ; 
eaa  the  ooBsent  Ibr  removal  be  obt^edf  691 ;  farther 
nmoAa,  OSL 

Mrs.  Washington's  remains,  reaototloa  relaUre  to  the 
»iiioTaIo(6n;  remaA^MS;  OOTre^sadanea, 694t BOBL 
W(MlUHgtontStat»6qf.—lM tho Benato,iBOttott to  atrlkoont 
t^^OlU  to  pioasn  atatu  o(  4»;  tl^t  of  tho  mmae 
to  Biako  a  oontraet  wUhont  Oo  oanaent  of  fba  Saute 
denied,  466;  no  oontimot  made,  466;  no  intention  en 
the  part  of  tha  Honae  to  nsorp  exclndTS  Jarlsdiatlon, 
466;  a  reeolntlan  for  a  pedestrian  atatne  tit,  eonsldered, 
49T ;  ordered  to  be  eDgroosed,  497. 

In  tha  Hooaa,  a  reaolatlon  toIatlTO  to,  eonridarad, 
6n;ftiftlMr  debate,  667. 

VASMoma,  Jon  BaprasaititlTO  flron  Penn^lnnla, 
688;  on  tha^portlonnMtbllI,6T7;  on  tha  oosdnet  of 
the  Bank,  iU,  OOl 

yfAm,  Jam  IL,  on  tha  enltnre  of  rilk,  TB;  on  the  re- 
movalof  the  Indiana,  M;  on  referanoo  of  tha  Prtol- 
denfa  message,  270;  S71 ;  on  the  To^h  miaalon,  880, 
S40;  BepresentatlTe  ftoni  Oeorgl*,  688;  on  the  condact 
of  tho  Bank,  09;  on  nrraatlng  Howton,  M8;  on  r»- 
diartaring  tho  Bonk,  m  Sm  Inam,nL  19. 
,  Wnn,  Jon  O,  eonmuudaaHoa  on  aalt;  ITO; 

WnsTK,  DxionL,  on  the  Tnrklah  eomralaalon,  MB;  on  In- 
•olTont  dehtora,  999 ;  on  the  dntlea  on  Iroo,  t6t;  Bona- 
tor  from  New  Hampshire,  841 ;  en  the  apportlonmant 
bill, 484;  on  the  mission  to  Belgium,  446;  on  reeharter 
oftheU.S.BBnk,4<8;  on  taxation  of  bank  stock  by  tha 
Stato^dTl;  on  the  New  York  tariff  reaolntlona,  480; 
•an  pMtnltof  Washington, 608 ;  on  tho  Bank  Toto, 
BU  AMJM«^Tota.li,r,l^ieL 


Wbko,  Josn  "W^  Xaprcaaatattva  ftom  Now  HampaUra' 

688.        Ada^  T<d.  lOi 
Wittier*  Armory,— a**  A«2bb;  roll.  7, 9;  la 
WfUm  BtiMr*,  luivigaUom  cf.—8»*  Ipdeu,  toL  & 
Fsft  AtM  Aeadsoty,  resoluUoo  relative  to,  999;  Ai  Jiu 

dM,  TOls.  7, 10. 

Wevt  PotMt  CadtU.—aM  Indeea,  toIs.  6, 10;  # 
Wut  Point  7Ution.—S»»  /ndsis,  vols.  9, 10. 
Whskuo,  Guttak  H.,  Bopieaentatlra  from  New  York 

68&   

'WBnn^CAiinnLF.,OBlbral|paoIns,SS5;  Bapreatntrtire 

from  New  Torfc,  68a  Ste  Indtoi^  toL  lOi 
Whttb,  Edwaxd  D.,  relattra  to  brown  sogar,  806;  Bsim- 

seatatlre  from  Loolslana,  689.  8m  Indax,  toL  10. 
Wnm,  Hirsa  L.,  on  land  eUims  In  Tloilda,  6S ;  on  the  live 

oak  plantstloDs,  2T5 ;  Senator  from  Tennsssoe,  847 ;  on 

the  rednotlon  of  dntlei,  488;  on  Berolatlonarr  pen- 

alooB,441.449;  onthebuikTOtOifiaS.  B44  IndttD,  toU. 

8,  Ma 

IViiiT^  Josspo  If.,  Delegate  from  Tlorida,  689;  <m  tho 
Florida  bonudaiy,  643 ;  on  ;^»-emptlon  rl^ta,  738.  As 
/n<f«o,  ToU.  a,  9, 10. 

WhUtt,  their  intrveton  on  Indian  rsaeroaNMW— iSfS  /n> 

des,  ToL  8. 

WhUneif'e  Patent  SiiflH.—See  Indeu,  -roL  4, 
'WErrruSBT,TBHiniiOK,BopnienUtlTa  llrom  NowYoit, 
688. 

WwoTOBWt,  BaicnsL  F.,  B^raaeatatlre  from  OUo,  689; 
on  Booth  Csrollna  claims,  644, 069, 688;  on  Post  Offleo 

contraeta,  86K. 

WicKLim,  CHULns  on  topogn^hlcal  BarTe;s,  4, 6 ;  on 
tlie  «asa  of  Jndg*  Peck,  187 ;  on  the  lire  00k  phintatlons, 
277 ;  on  the  navIgaUon  of  the  Ohio,  884 ;  BepreeentatlTa 
from  Eentncky,  688 ;  on  Virginia  land  claims,  548 ;  on 
the  remoTsl  of  Washington'^  remalna,  067-601 ;  on  tha 
reltaf  of-nshop  Flsget,6S9;  on  the  aOk  an]tww,09S; 
on  the  canTantton  with  fianoa,  71L  As  Adta,  toIs. 
7, 8, «,  10. 

Wldom  and  Orphan*,  penHon  to.— See  Indea,  toL  OL 
Wiuo,  Bioauu)  H.,  BepreaenUUre  from  Oeorgla,  688 ;  on 

mialmam  duties,  660;  on  a  minister  to  Colombia,  dOf; 

on  the  Bevolntlonarj  Pension  bill,  Wl ;  on  the  oottTon- 

tlon  with  France,  710.  Asiis^ToLlO. 
Vajm,  SiooAjm  HL,  the  ease  ot—Ste  Inden,  toL  19. 
WiLKiNSiWiLUAii,  Senator  frmnPennqrlTanl%  847;  on  tho 

i«daetten*of  dntlea,  438. 497. 
Wnmra,  Sauitkl  J.,  Sepresentatlre  from  New  T<^  688. 
WnxuMs,  IixwiB,  BepreaentBtiTo  from  North  Carolina, 

689;  on  tho  Soottt  Candlnn  dalna,  698.  Indem, 

Tols.  7,  8, 9, 

WiKo.  AuBTis  K,  Delegate  from  Itlohlgan,  680.  Seelndees, 
TOls.  9, 10. 

VtMX,  Tniuic,  In  daftnee  of  Jndga  Pack,  188. 

WUname,pafmmli^,tntafieael^eiitoaemi—lathtBn- 
ste,  the  bill  making  prarlslon  for  the  pajment  of  wiU 
neaaca  in  tbe  caae  of  Judge  Peck,  188;  pajrment  la  other 
easea,  188;  proprietr  of  the  increase,  ISS. 

Bill  roportod  Ibr  the  payment  o(  In  the  ease  of  Jndgo 
Peak,  808 ;  usage  as  to  paying  wltneeaea  on  both  slde^ 
804;  oaaa  of  Judge  Chase,  804;  a  refosal  would  be  a 
poattlTO  denial  trfjoatloo.  804;  bUl  ordered  to  ba  ea- 
gNSsad,  804;  raKrinttea  rvhOlTe  to,  8Ui  As  Jkdmt, 
T0L8. 

WooDMmv,  liMn,  on  the  Peat  OlBce  iuTestlgattoa,  188;  on 
the  punishment  of  dueUlng,  198;  on  the  Turkish 
mission,  311.  3eaAdemt-nia.i,9. 

Woagnnraioir,  J,T.  H.,  Baptaaentattro  from  lCai7laBd,  88a 


Taaoo  iWvAose,  Me.— Aa  Indea,  Tola.  6;  6, «. 

Am  and  JToiw-AimIsl— On  th*  nsdotkm  nisttrc  to 
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BOB>niieml  of  the  charter  of  tiw  Bank,  111 ;  on  the 
rasolaUoD  reUtlre  to  the  TurUah  oommMon,  851,  SGB, 
KtT;  on  dafy OB  Indian  blankets,  SB7;  ontheqtportlon- 
aunt  bUI,  m,  4M ;  on  Am  ndnetloD  of  dntlea,  ttl, 
481,  W:  OBtlwmlidon  to  QnatamaU,  4M ;  m  conUa- 
gent  •xpMUM  ot  the  Jndloiarj,  44T;  «i  Taednatton  of 
tbe  Indiana,  M8;  on  nUaf  of  Btaphan  neMmtoa,  4B5 ; 
OB  rar«rrlQ«  Uie  distribution  Mil,  4H;  on  tho  blQ  to 
tsbUdieertain  post  offlen,  406;  on  tbe  bUl  for  th«  rdlef 
of  CoL  Lanrens,  4St ;  on  taklnf  np  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Ballroad  bill,  M;  on  amendment  to  the  Bank 
ohnrter,  478,  480,  4B1,  469,  4M;  on  the  Bank  bill,  467, 
48B;  on  itatna  vtlTtMastaB,  4St ;  on  nlief  to  JeflbP' 
■m^  dan^tar,49S;  «n  m  da^  ttf  bnmlUatlon,4W;  on 
dlttrtbstton  of  proeeeds  of  land  lale,  SM ;  oi  redaction 
«f  the  tadS;  nSL 

Akm.— On  the  piqr  of  immben,4;  on  the  BniBdo 
•■d  ZTaw  Otleaaa  ntd,4lt  on  tita  nadhitlim  te  tha 


hnpeadimant  of  Jsdge  Peck, '  n ;  oa  the  radMx 
on  a  Bank,  11;  on  the  aalt  dn^.  St;  on  Uw  tKl£ 
DI ;  on  Teto  at  MarsTllte  nwd,  lOT ;  on  tbe  Fast  OBn 
raeolnlltn,  m ;  onrefeieneeof  tb«  PtmMmetmmifL 
tn ;  on  tha  iatf  on  angar,  SIS;  on  iBiati  if  ■» 
hen^  M;  nt  tha  aaapananBan  of  imiinhn^  M;« 
tha  JndidM7  naelatlaB,  SM;  on  StvoMlN^  ha- 

rioiiblII,SU;  rebtlTOtoTiirirlakBdirion,sa:«ar- 
pr«flsl0D  of  iUve  tratte,  S4S;  nlntln  to  wanwil  of 
Wuhlngtoo's  rrmalna,  W6,  WO ;  oo  the  npprrllniMM 
bin,  M5;  on  the  claim  otDeentor'ahehaiM;  aanNh. 
tlon  lelatlva  to  the  awtdnet  of  fba  Bank,  MS;  ea  »■ 
nMag  HoQflton,  M;  ob  BwwIUmt  tmkt 
m,ta;  Ml  (be  «■••  af  SMsatf  HaHti^ai;«ib 
taiMrun,T4t;  on  tha  BMik  UO,  TSft. 
TovH^  ABVBn,  eUdanee  on  the  uoa  of  aalt,  UL 
T«tnr«,  BMnaw,  BapiawtnltT*  fttn  fnniiailhuT.Bi 


BHD  OV  TOL.  ZI. 
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  L   

MEUXBOOE  FOB  RAILROAD  ENGINEERS, 

Ootttdniiw  PormoUB  for  laying  oot  Simple,  BdTersed  and  Oompound  Coires,  Parabolk  CorrM 
Vvrlieal  Cnirr«a,  Dflteimining  rroa  Anglea  aod  Badii  of  Turnout*  and  Oroaaings,  LeTolIing  Settiii|^ 
Bl^  Btakea,  SSevating  Ontor  Rail  on  Cnrveai,  CarriDg  Rails,  Ao.,  fto. ;  twether  vith  manj  MisoefV 
buMOW  Problon^  and  a  Nov  Sntem  of  Earth-Work.  Also,  Tablo*  Ka£i,  Ordinatea,  Ohord,  and 
Tugant  I>aflect)Oi»^  Ordinatfla  for  Carving  Railt^  Long  Chorda,  ElaratiiHi  of  Outer  Bail,  Frog  Angles 
PropartMs  of  Matoriala,  liagnatia  yariati<mB,  Square^  CSobM,  S^oara  Boot^  and  Gnoe  Boot^ 
IiOMiithina  <tf  Nmnber,  I«ogwitlkmio  Sinea  C(Mma^  Tangent^  and  Ootanganti,  ITatonl  Bam,  m 
Omtm,  ITatiiral  Taaganta  and  Cotangent^  wm  per  mile  A  Orade^ 

Bt  JOHN  B.  HENCE,  <^yu.  EHonnEL 
One  Tfdnme  witli  fiA^^bi  I^agrami^  pookai^wtdc  fonn,  $ 


n. 

TEIMPLETOira  ENGINEER,  3MILLWIUaHT,  AND  MECHA- 
NIC?S  POCKET  COMPANION, 

OfflBminng  Decimal  Arithmetio,  Tiblea  of  Sqnare  and  Cabe  Boots,  ^raotioa.  OecHuetr^,  Hflnitua* 
tiMi,  Btrragth  Maierial%  Afeebaiiio  Powers  Water  Wbeel^  ^impe,  ud  Pumping  Engina%  Steam 
B^i^Bai^  lMl«i  of  SpaeiftB  Gnvi^,  Also  a  ■eries  of 

XIV   IDITIOV,   BBTIIKD,   flOBBBOTID,    AVD  IVLAKaaV. 

Oua  neat  Tolnm^  poohet-boob  fomo,  $1  SSk 

  V 

HZ. 

GENERAL  THEORY  OF  BRIDGE  CONSTRUCnON, 

ooRTAnano 

DEUOHBTBATIONS  OF  THE  PBDTOIPLES  OF  THE  ABI^  £BCS>  THEIB  AFEUOAHOir  TO 

PBAOnCSt 

wm  isuHou  iiLmunoMk 

Bt  HEBHAK  HAUPT,  A.H.,  Oitil  B>«zkbbb. 

One  vdnma  8m*        SftB,  engraTing^  $91 

IV* 

A  CATECHISM  OF  THE  STEAM  ENGINE, 

niiHtnitiTa ef  ibe Stoentifle  Frinoiplea upon  whidb ita operatiMi depend^  and thepraetieal detaOi  el 
iU  ibwiarek  in  ita  ai^lieation  to  Ifinae,  WSia,  Steam  NaTigaUon  and  Bmlw»7^ 

wrm  VAMi&va  buboxstioss  of  impso  rxacDrr. 

Bt  JOHN  BOUBN^  a  B. 

Una  neat  ToL  16mo.,  ^  S8&   Meeb  ffi  eanl& 

rREATISE  ON  MARINE  AOT>  NAVAL  ARCHTTEOTDRE : 

0^  THEOBT  AND  PBACnCB  BLENDED  IN  SHIP  BmDINO. 
Bt  JOHNW.  OBIFFrrHSt 

MABIVB  AVD  RATAL  ABCHITBOT. 

VswQi  editioiL  one  Tolnma  ilo^  irillt  ot«  fif^  ei^Tiog^  |10 
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J>.  APPLBTON  ±  0OMPASTB  rUBUOATIom 


I. 

THE  MODERN  HOUSEWIFE, 

^UFiUSXNa  KEABLT  ONE  THOUSAND  RECEIFIB  FOR  THE  EOONOHIC  ABB  JUDIdOCS 
PnvAusmi  or  wnas  Meal  voE  Familt  Kajn 


n  AU  ns  BBAIMEDBL 


By  ALEXIS  BOTEB. 
1  Toihmu^  ISmo,  neatly  bonnd.   Fiio^  $]. 


a. 

THE  INVAUD'S  OWN  BOOK, 

A  COLLEOnOlI  OF  BEdFES  FROM  VABIOUa  BOOKS  AND  TABIOUS  OaDBTBIB& 
Bj  Tbb  HoiroBABLB  LADT  OUST. 
1  voL  12m<h  Cloth,  60  osabk 


in. 

irOOJT  OJ?  USEFUL  KNOWLBDOX, 

A  CYCLOPEDIA, 

OF  so:  THOUBAED  PBAOTIOAL  BBOEIFISt  AND  COLLATERAL  INFOBlCATIOir  OT  TBI 
An^  HAirauoni^  omTuam^mammJtMiaaBafVHiMtiiot,  ahp  Pom—id  BocwoifY 

ByA.  J.OOOLET. 

1  ToIaBMk  Bra  |>p.  fflt,  amXfy  boniK^  $1  BOi 


rv. 

THE  CHEMISTRY  OF  COMMON  LIFE. 

By  JAMES  F.  W.  JOHNSTON,  H.  A.,  F.  B.  a,  F.  a  & 
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